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G

reetings once again, fellow saucer fiends!

As we write this editorial in late January, UFO sightings are continuing all around the world, probably at a faster pace
than ever. So why do we print so few of them in our zine?
It's because our focus has shifted slightly. Very few recent or current sightings have enough detail or even half enough
detail to prove any sort of mysterious origin. And we all know that photos or even videos no longer have much hope of
being authentic, due to modern technology. So why print material just because it is current?
There are many great classic sightings from the 1947-1980 period, and there is still a valid UFO mystery, which will
probably be solved someday quite a long time from now.
Meanwhile, there are other Fortean mysteries, some of them connected to UFOs and some that are probably not. These
still excite our curiosity, and we try to bring a few of them to you - such as the "Miracle" of Fatima item in this issue.
We have little hope of holding your interest unless we write about things that really interest us ....
For those of you still hoping to locate ET's home planet, there's good news in a new generation of powerful,
extremely sophisticated telescopes. One, called Kepler, is designed specifically to look for inhabitable planets
around distant stars.
Telescopes coming on line in 2009 will let researchers see farther and more clearly than ever before. They will
open new windows on the heavens by using different technologies and different wavelengths of light. They will
be able to see things in the far ranges of ultraviolet, infrared, or radio waves that are invisible in the narrow band

of optical light.
One of these is the Allen Telescope Array, a set of 42 radio telescopes that will be listening for extraterrestrial
messages from possible civilizations around other stars.
The International Astronomical Union, an organization of about 10,000 professional astronomers, has named
2009 The International Year of Astronomy. This is in honor of Galileo, who was accused of heresy by the Roman
Catholic Church for insisting that the Earth moves around the Sun... ]
Thanks to Vince Ditchkus, we have on hand two lenghy tracts of unusual interest, each in its own way.
The first is a 76-page effort by MUFON entitled "Special Research Report - Stephenville, Texas", regarding the
now-famous UFO seen visually and on radar on the night of January 8th, 2008. Apparently a very large unknown
object was involved, but the sad fact is that there is no clue whatsoever as to its design, purpose, or origin.
MUFON has, however, done a tremendously painstaking amount of research, and should be sincerely
commended for this effort.
The second item, 41 pages long, is really weird. It is written by one Andrew D. Basiago, President of the Mars
Anomaly Research, P.O. Box 2311, Vancouver, Washington 98668. This tract is called "The Discovery of Life
on Mars". It involves a sophisticated analysis of a publicly-released NASA photo, which has the number
PIA10214. It was taken in November, 2007.
Basiago gives a detailed written analysis of various sections of the photograph, and includes about 75 illustrations
based on PIA10214. We are supposed to see statues, humanoids, and all sorts of animals large and small.
However, all your editor sees are blurry blobs of various sizes and shapes. Either we really need new glasses, or
else we are being subjected to the well-kmown "faces in the clouds" phenomenon. We assume Basiago is sincere,
but that's about all we can say in his favor.
We have only one copy of each of these tracts, and we do not intend to make more. We will send the MUFON
item to the first person who mails us $20 for it, and we will send the Mars item to the first person who mails us
$15 for it. All subsequent checks will be returned to sender, promptly and cheerfully. Saucer fiends, start your
engines!...
Veteran New Jersey UFO promoter Pat Marcattilio amazed us recently by actually sending a (very small) cash
Donation to our Cause. Thus we are pleased to announce that the next in his long series of twice-yearly flying
saucer conventions will be held at his new location: Ramada Inn, Route 206, Bordontown, N.J. The dates are May
2nd and 3rd, and his phone number is 609-631-8955.
Pat has been sponsoring these interesting conclaves for many years, as well as monthly meetings at a nearby
library. Indeed he is, just as he calls himself, "Dr. UFO" (to be distinguished from Timothy Green Beckley, who
is "Mr. UFO".)
Pat enclosed a thought-provoking item about a classic UFO case we have read about before, in more detailed
form. It is a quote from a very old item from Bob Ripley's "Believe It or Not": "In October, 1956, Harry
Sturdevant, a night watchman at a Trenton N.J. construction firm, became the first person to receive Workman's
Compensation as a result of having been 'assaulted by a UFO'. On the evening of October 2nd, Sturdevant spied a
distant red light in the sky hurtling toward him. Sturdevant was overcome by a vile odor and collapsed with acute
stomach pains. A New Jersey Workman's Compensation referee ruled that this extraordinary claim was legitimate
and true!".
We do remember this story from long ago. The only problem is that the Compensation Board did not endorse the
legitimacy of the UFO event. All they admitted was that the man had really been injured by something while on
the job, and thus deserved payment...
From Greg Bishop's "UFO Mystic" blog we have an item called

"The World's First UFO Crash" We don't know, of course,
whether or not this is literally true, but it is nevertheless an
interesting though obscure bit of world history. Back in 1783,
fifty thousand cheering citizens of Paris, France watched a 12foot diameter unmanned rubber-impregnated silk balloon, filled
with a weird gas, rise to a height of three thousand feet and
disappear into the haze.
It landed fifteen miles away, in the village of Gonesse. The
uneducated people there had no knowledge of the goings-on in
the big city, and they approached the wreckage with dread.
Some assumed the object came from another world. Others,
more sensibly, thought it was a monsterous bird. A few of the
crowd approached it for an hour by gradual steps, hoping that in
the meanwhile the monster would take flight. Eventually they summoned enough courage to rush forward with
pitchforks, which caused a gaseous stench. Finally, they tied the object to a horse's tail, who galloped across the
country, tearing it to shreds!
In those long-ago times there was no Homeland Security to protect the masses from such an outrage. We are ever
so much more fortunate today...

THE "MIRACLE" OF FATIMA
We are indeed grateful to UFO researcher/contactee Tom Benson for the loan of a three-volume set of books about the
exceedingly strange events near the little village of Fatima, Portugal, in the year 1917. These books were published
starting in 1982 (65 years after the events!), and are translated from the Portuguese language. They run over 700 pages
in all, so not even a proper summary is possible here.
The important thing is that, possibly for the first time, the "miracles" are pursued in an objective manner. These events
are not "mass hysteria" or hallucinations as the skeptics would insist, nor are they supernatural events of a religious
nature. Indeed, they seem to be UFO/paranormal events, similar to many other occurrences around the world during
later years. In fact, Fatima is sometimes called the first major UFO case of the 20th Century. It is amazing that it has
received so little attention from ufologists, while Roswell, which is far less documented, has received so much!
The story begins on May 13th, 1917, when three peasant children saw an apparition in an oak tree of a humanoid being
they took to be the Virgin Mary. The only trouble is that the creature was little more than three feet tall, and looked like
a female child about 15 years old. That's not your typical Grey, but it's not the Virgin Mary either!
The creature stated that similar "miracles" would occur at the same place on the 13th of every month until October, at
which time it would reveal very important information about World War I and the future of mankind. The "13th of
every month" prediction turned out to be absolutely accurate, which is amazing in itself. The three political wellpublicized predictions were complex and obviously heavily burdened by Catholic dogma by the time they were
revealed to the public. One simple prediction made on October 13th was that World War I would end that same day, but
this did not happen. (That war ended in late 1918)
On the morning of Oct. 13th, 1917, 60,000 to 70,000 people of all political and religious persuasions assembled in
Fatima. In the early afternoon, apparently everyone present saw something very weird, though the details of their
descriptions vary. It was the "Sun", doing things absolutely impossible for the real Sun to do. We quote:
"Phase One: Spinning upon itself, wherein the stabilized object showed a dull silver, metallic color. Phase Two:
Rotation on its periphery, wherein the object showed iridescent borders of dark red, purple, and even black. Phase
Three: Oscillation (sudden movements or tremors), tied to its rotation, wherein the object descended toward the ground

and rose again, producing a color sequence; Phase Four: Return to the stabilization achieved during Phase One." The
whole apparition lasted about ten minutes.
There had been heavy rain, but when the object descended below the clouds, many people claimed there was enough
heat to dry their clothes. Yet, unlike the real Sun, this object could be looked at directly without injury to the eyes.
The three peasant children were relatives named Lucia, Janita, and Francisco. All three saw the "Virgin", but strangely
only the two girls could hear her speak. Apparently members of the crowd near the children could also see the "Virgin",
and it seems that she descended from the craft overhead (=the "Sun") by means of some sort of ladder, and then
returned to it the same way. Other religious entities were also seen by some, and these appeared similar to our concept
of St. Joseph and the baby Jesus.
Lucia was the leader of the three children, and was responsible for the predictions. She very soon became a nun, and all
of her statements during her very long life thereafter were carefully controlled by the Church. The other two children
died of natural causes within three years of the "Miracle".
Forewords to the three volumes are written by famed ufologist Dr. Jacques Vallee; UFO reporter Jim Marrs; and (ugh!)
William Birnes of "UFO Magazine" and Roswell fame. These books are not perfect, but they represent a sincere wellresearched effort to find an objective solution to a very complicated series of events...
We would be glad to hear from any "Smear" readers who have meaningful comments on the above. We have already
heard from Martin Kottmeyer, who doesn't seem to believe in UFOs.
Several months ago a gentleman named John Cork, from a Hollywood outfit called "Cloverland", came to Key
West to interview us in conjunction with the very recent re-issue of the 1951 20th Century Fox science fiction
classic "The Day the Earth Stood Still".
Cork and his film crew were very courteous, and we raved on camera for at least two or three hours. Eventually
Cloverland mailed us a copy of the resulting 2-disc DVD set, one of which includes a history of UFOs as told by
your humble editor and many other alleged experts. A lot of the "Usual Suspects" are there.
Cloverland did a fairly good job, though we (naturally!) have a few complaints. (1) Not enough of Moseley! We
are limited to a few very short segments, where we sound/look old & burnt out, which we are! (2) Far too much
Roswell, with excessively long imput by our friendly (?) enemy Julie Shuster of the International UFO Museum,
plus additional dialogue by the daughter of Roswell non-witness Walter Haut.
Worst of all, the infamous UFO non-crash at Aurora, Texas in 1897 is the very first case presented, as it is the
oldest. This incident is almost universally acknowledged by leading ufologtsts as a hoax, though other sightings
of that same era are probably legitimate. No less an authority than Jerome Clark, whom we almost always try to
believe, has declared this to truly be a hoax. Cork should have checked with us or others.
But of course, it is still the film "The Day the Earth Stood Still" that is the main focus of the DVD set, as it
should be.
See also John Cork's letter to the editor further along in this issue...
Paul Kimball's notorious annual "Zorgy
Awards" for 2008 are now out, and it
doesn't look very good for your "Smear"
editor this time!
We were in the running again for "Top
Troublemaker", but came in a distant
second to David Biedny of "The Paracast"
internet interview show. We don't quite

know what is meant by "Top
Troublemaker", but we have a feeling that
Biedny really deserves the title a lot more
than we do. (His style is much more
confrontational.) On the other hand,
Kimball's personal choice, trregardless of
the poll results is - James Moseley.
Wheee!.
In the category "Top Publication", "Smear" came in 5th in a field of five! The well-deserved winner was
England's "Fortean Times". Another zine that beat us out was Eng- land's "Alien Worlds", which has already
folded after only four issues - as noted in the December 2008 "Smear".
Incidentally, if there were a category "Oldest UFO Publication", "Smear" would win every time. See the egobuilding letter-to-the-editor on this subject, further along in this issue ....
We have an update on two vaguely UFO-related cults:
The first is the Raelians, who claim 70,000 members worldwide, but have their largest presence in Quebec,
Canada. The founder, conveniently named Rael, claims to be a contactee, and to know that the human race was
created by space aliens about 20,000 years ago. The Raelians are athiests (as are the Space People, apparently,)
and one of their main beliefs involves Sex and the pleasures thereof.
Recently, but before the current Israeli war, the Raelians planned a Sex Fest in Israel on "International Orgasm
Day" which is their way of seeking to promote world peace.
However, it had to be called off because of threats made by conservative citizens of that country. We, however,
have no quarrel with their basic tenet:
"Make Love, Not War"...
Then there is the Sub-Gen- ius cult, based on the idea that whereas not everyone can be a genius, each of us can
be a Sub- Cenius. This year, the end of the world will supposedly take place on Sunday, July 5th. From July 1st
to 5th they will hold their annual outdoor convention in a wooded area of upstate New York. They do this every
year, and every year the world fails to end - but the cult gets over the disappointment (?) and goes on!
What keeps failing to happen is that a fleet of flying saucers arrives to destroy the worldwide Conspiracy against
the Church, at which time all ordained SubCenius ministers will be rescued by escape vessels piloted by the Alien
Sex Goddesses, also known as the Xists (whatever that means).
The whole thing is openly tongue-in-cheek. Anyone (such as your humble "Smear" editor) who sends in a few
bucks can become a minister, of whom there are said to be about 100,000 worldwide. Currently there is a
recruitment drive, aimed mainly at the people who refuse to conform to the norms of society, including
disbelievers, blasphemers, pranksters, rebels, hackers, pornographers, geeks, and outcasts. Your editor qualifies in
several of these categories.
Basically, the convention is dedicated to nudity, sex, drugs, and music. Sadly, we have never been able to attend

in person, but it sounds like good clean wholesome fun - or whatever. (Our thanks to geek Chris Roth for these
two items)...
Maybe this guy is a SubCenius! Famed British computer hacker Gary McKinnon has now signed a written
confession in a last-ditch effort to avoid extradition to the United States. However, he denies having actually
damaged any U.S. government computers during his very long search for evidence of alien encounters.
This 42-year-old man from North London faces a sentence of up to 80 years in prison if he is found guilty in an
American court of hacking into and damaging a total of 97 U.S. Navy Army, NASA, and Pentagon computers.
He was caught in 2002 as he tried to download a grainy black & white photograph which he believes was an
image of an alien spacecraft. McKinnon was easily traced by the authorities because he used a personal e-mail
address!
McKinnon has stated: "What I did was wrong and I accept that I should be punished. But I am not a member of
al-Qaeda. I believe my case is being treated so seriously because they are scared of what I've seen!...
Here's another little-known story from the "Golden Age" of the UFO contactee movement. It was written recently
for the Net by someone named Shawn Lindseth.
Gloria Lee was a flight attendant turned UFO contactee. In 1953 she began receiving mental transmissions from
an alien entity called "J.W.", who lived on Jupiter - a hot homeland indeed! These transmissions, via automatic
writing, were the usual stuff about achieving world peace, etc. There was also information as to how to design a
space station.
Lee began writing books about the spiritual teachings of "J.W." and she founded a group called the Cosmon
Research Foundation in order to further spread his superhuman wisdom. Membership in her organization rose
sharply as a result of regular advertisements in Ray Palmer's "Fate" Magazine (which still exists with different
owners). She also hit the UFO lecture circuit and attracted considerable public attention, though your "Smear"
editor never knew her.
In 1962 Gloria Lee went to Washington, D.C. in an attempt to get some government money for her crusade. Not
surprisingly, the politicians were largely uninterested. To call more attention to her ideas, she began to fast in her
hotel room. She told her followers that she would eventually lapse into a coma-like state and then wake up, supercharged and ready to roll. Her food-free protest lasted 66 days, and then she died. She was only 37 years old.
It is not clear why no one (apparently) attempted to talk Lee out of her self-destructive path. However, very
shortly after her death, several contactees claimed to have talked to Gloria Lee in her new spiritual existence.
These included a then-famous contactee named Yolanda of Mark-Age.
Was it all self-delusion, or was there really some sort of entity calling itself "J.W" out there somewhere? This is
the aspect of the contactee movement that we may never fully understand.

LETTRES TO YE OLDE EDITOR

The allegedly legendary JOHN KEEL writes:
"Dear Boil:
"Stop insulting the N.Y.C. Post Office with your shabby newsletters. I moved years ago and am
hiding from the crackpot sub-culture.
"I am the victim of sinister medical experimentation and will soon move my munition factory to Key
West. Roswell has already been trucked there.
"Incidentally, actress Demi Moore grew up in Roswell and never heard anything about it - until she
dated Stanton (Friedman)!
"Guard your investments."
"Boil" (above) is short for "Boil on the Ass of Ufology". We have known Keel for over 40 years and
he has always disliked us, for obscure reasons. Yet we have continued to send him free "Smears",
due to his Status. We will now quit doing so. - Editor.
JOHN CORK writes re the recent UFO documentary we participated in, in regard to the re-release of "The Day
the Earth Stood Still":
"Good to hear from you. Glad you got to see the documentary. Sorry you weren't in it more!
"We tried to talk Fox into letting us expand it into a feature length doc, but we could not drum up the
interest.
"You mention Aurora, Texas. Yes, we knew it was a hoax. But it was the one with the most arresting
newspaper clipping. I frankly consider all the 1890s airship stories to be hoaxes, but I respect your
opinion to the contrary. The point of including it was simply to say that these stories have been
around for a long, long time.
"Roswell, as you note, is a hornet's nest! Our goal wasn't to explain Roswell (which, as you know, is
like trying to tie a rope around a cloud), but to acknowledge just how huge an icon Roswell has
become, and how massive the business-side is. More so, we wanted to ad- dress a small bit of why
Roswell has enchanted so many. We hadn't noticed until we got in- to the editing that virtually every
expert gave a different date for the Roswell crash. And that is part of what, I think, makes Roswell

endure. If you can establish that the crash didn't happen one day, well hey, here's another one for
you!
"But there were so many stories left behind - so much stuff from you and others that just wouldn't fit
in the 35 minutes we had!
"I do hope we get a chance to see each other again, with or without a camera. I loved meeting you
and hearing your stories. I am also thrilled to hear that there is a doc on Gray Barker! Please let your
readers know if 'Shades of Gray' is going to be available on DVD..."
DR. ARLAN ANDREWS, a professional engineer, writes as follows:
"...Keep on smearing Yours is the only publication I read cover-to-cover as soon as it arrives - a
breath of fresh air in a moldering field that just keeps getting worse.
"Ctven the controversial and nasty statements in the last couple of issues, you may be interested to
see my forthcoming column in 'UFO Magazine'. The title of 'Arlan's Arcanae' will be 'Roswell and
All That: A Personal Perspective', in which I review my own personal experiences in the area
beginning in 1958, when I worked as a missile tracker at White Sands Missile Range. Bottom line?
My late friend and yours, Karl Pflock, was right on target in his book 'Inconvenient Facts and the
Will to Believe', when he concluded that the Mogul Project explained everything - except the
continuing series of misremembrances, fabrications, hoaxes, and everything else fraudulent that
keeps the myth of 'Roswell' financing some careers. I look forward to stirring up the controversy and
seeing their latest pitiful attempts to recoup twenty years of absolute stupidity and misleading
'investigations' and 'proof'. What a waste of lives!..."
DR. CHRIS ROTH writes:
"Thank you for the new 'Saucer Smear'. For me, the big news in this issue was the death of 'Dr.'
Frank Stranges. He was one of the last survivors of the Golden Age of the contactees .... I met him
once, in 1994 I think, at the same NUFOC conference where you and I first met face to face. I sat
with him at the dinner and took the opportunity to quiz him, indirectly, about his tangential
connections with the J.F.K. assassination, an interesting footnote to his career not mentioned in your
write-up.
"Briefly: Stranges was not really a Dr., his doctorate being a mere paper degree in Criminology
issued by a 'university' that existed only on paper, the post office box address of which was a
suspected C.I.A. drop box shared with Fred Crisman, the Maury Island UFO incident witness who
was later subpoenaed by Jim Garrison in his legal investigation of the Kennedy assassination.
Crisman and Stranges were also, on paper at least, business partners at one point. When I asked
Stranges whether he remembered Crisman, he told me rather tersely that he did not recognize the
name and did not want to hear anything more about it!
"Most or all of this historical information is in Kenn Thomas's book 'Maury Island UFO: The
Crisman Conspiracy', though, since that fine piece of work sadly lacks an index, I am working mostly
from memory. Stranges' secrets, I am sure, went to his grave with him. I am sure they were more
interesting than the laughable tall tales he sold to the public as his own UFO experiences..."
And, VINCE DITCHKUS writes:
"I must notify you of an error in the latest issue of 'Smear'. On Page 5 you incorrectly identified the
fetching female pictured with the Weekly World News (WWN) 'Alien' as Laura Bush, when she is
actually Cindy McCain, wife of Senator John McCain.
"The WWN accurately reported that Cindy McCain selflessly seduced the WWN 'Alien' in a

desperate attempt to secure support from the off-world community for her husband's failed
Presidential bid. It's no coincidence that Senator McCain's last campaign rally prior to the November
3rd election was held in the 'Holy City/Alien Operations HQ', also known as Roswell, New Mexico,
U.S.A., Planet Earth..."
This careless error on our part received much more attention from readers than anything we have
written in a long time. This kind of tells you something! - Editor.
ERICH A. AGGEN, JR., editor of "C-COM", writes:
"I recently learned that I will be losing my job of 21 years by next April, directly as a result of the
Wall Street crash. The museum I work at has to make up a deficit of 2 to 3 million dollars in lost
revenue due to Wall Street investments, etc. Unfortunately, this means eliminating employees like
me.
"Thus, although I very greatly regret it, I need to cease publication of 'C-COM', since I can no longer
afford the printing and mailing costs.
"I have enjoyed your loyal support over the past 17 years and I wish the very best for each and every
one of you..."
Editor's Note: "C-COM" indulged exclusively in highly speculative articles about UFOs, etc. from
many sources, and these were much too "far out" for us - but we are sorry to see this zine crash.
Documentary-maker PAUL KIMBALL writes (via the Net):
"New Menzal/MJ-12 Theory: Well, not new exactly, but something I noticed about three years ago.
that might have a bearing on whether Donald H. Menzel could have been a member of the alleged
UFO cover-up group called MJ-12, as Stanton Friedman has long maintained was the case.
"Check the number of letters in Menzel's full name: Donald = 6; Howard = 6; Menzel = 6; Donald
Howard Menzel = 666 - the number of the Beast! Not only was Menzel a member of MJ-12, he was
apparently also the anti-Christ!
"I'm shocked that Friedman missed this. Shocked!"
GARY HEMPHILL, alias "The Big Cashew", writes as follows:
"Happy New Year, and may 2009 be the year that all secrets of the UFO Phenomenon are revealed!
The world now knows, thanks to those two brave researchers/explorers from Georgia who proved last
year that the real Bigfoot has a hide like a scuba suit and likes to eat raw road-kill - so it is inevitable
that someone of similar merit will arise and give the world the long-awaited proof & explanation of
the ubiquitous UFO! I know the venerable 'Saucer Smear' will be on the cutting edge, and I almost
hold my breath in anticipation.
"Until that fateful day, I plan on passing the time by reading the two 4-page tracts of our international
religion entitled : 'The KowPflop Quarterly: Major Jesse Marcel: Folk Hero or Mythomaniac?', and
'The Roswell Incident and Project Mogul', as mentioned on your page 3, Vol. 56, No. 1. Enclosed is
a check for ten dollars. My medications can wait and besides, I hardly ever get violent these days.
Please send them when you can..."
Remarkably, these two five dollar tracts (cheap at half the price) are still available here at our
Intergalactic Headquarters! - Editor.
RAY "X" alias "Boxholder" writes:

"On Page 3 of your last issue you mentioned John Keel's theory re the Roswell crash - that what fell
was a WW II era Japanese fire balloon (fugo). If I remember correctly, someone found one of them
and it went off, killing him. The U.S. government was keeping the fugo problem out of the press to
stave off panic. Of course, if the public had known about the balloons, this one guy who died would
have avoided it at all costs, if he knew the danger. But that's how our government works: Prevent
panic but put unsuspecting citizens in danger with the cover-up..."

Saucer
Smear Index

Please note that letters for Smear editor James Moseley should be snail-mailed to
PO Box 1709, Key West, FL 33041, insofar as Cdr. Moseley is proudly computerilliterate and determined to stay that way.
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