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Some notes about sources: 

Nearly all of the government documents utilized in the "Supplemental Notes" in my UFO 
history series were obtained by Robert Todd and Jan Aldric~ involving considerable effort 
and expense on their part. Thousands of pages of AFIN UFO records were furnished to the 
two researchers by the National Archives and Records Seniices (NARS) from the Director 
oflntelligence decimal files 000.9 "Flying Discs" file. These are not part of the Blue Book 
files but are part ofthe same record group #341. Hundreds more were obtained by Jan and 
Robert from the National Air Intelligence Center (NAIC), 4180 Watson Way, Wright-Patter­
son AFB, Ohio, 45433-5648. The NAIC furnished documents listed under: "Project Sign 
1948/1949 Investigative Reports, 333.5, Investigations." Moreover, some more information 
was obtained from the Inspector General, USAF, Office of Special Investigations (OSI) Files, 
Record Group #341, Entry 63A. ---L.E. Gross 

WANTED: Any UFO material related to the summer 1947 UFO wave. Contact: Project 1947, 
Box 391, Canterbury CT 06331 

xxxxxxxx 
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Early January. 

The "Man in the Moon?" The Swedish Ghost Rockets? (See clippings below) 

Famed Flying MissUe ol Roclcy Butte 
Seems Doomed ·to Be Eternal.Mystery 
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18 January. Helsinki, Finland. (9:30 p.m.) 

"Rocket -like phenomena." 

According to a Navy Department Intelligence report, the sighting of a "rocket-like" phenomena 
was published in the Helsinki press. The U.S. Naval Attache in Finland forwarded a translation 
to Washington: 

" An amateur observer (M. Niamala) observed what appeared to be a rocket 
at 2130 on Saturday [the 18th] evening. Mr. Niamala, who was working at the 
most 10 seconds, at three second intervals. It appeared and disappeared five or 
six times, after which the flame (light) changed to a white glow and fmally a 
dark red color. The rocket seemed to be on a curving course approaching from 
the north and at an altitude of about 2,000 meters. Just before the rocket dis­
appeared (forthe last time) an object resembling a parachute [?] was seen to fall 
to earth. This was observed through a telescope." (xx.) 

(xx.) Intelligence Report. Issued by the Intelligence Division, Office ofChiefof 
Naval Operations, Naval Department. Serial# R-5-S-47. From: U.S. Naval 
Attache, Helsinki, Finland. Reference (a) Alusna Helsinki R-21-S-46 dated 
22 August 1946. Source Press and Official Liaison Officer. Evaluation C-3. 
Subject: FINLAND-Army/Navy-Guided Missile. Date of Report: 10 February 
47. Copy in author's files. 

20 January. More information from another American military attache. 

The American Naval attache in London, Commander Jenkins, learned more from the Chief · 
Scientist ofthe British Ministry of Supply, Sir Ben Locksoeiser, who passed on what he had 
learn from an informal conversation. (See pages 4-5) ' 

Since the second page does not reproduce well, the important part of it is retyped here: 

"Swedes are themselves in doubt that reported phenomena might be of Russian 
origin but prefer to have British and American authorities believe so. No fragments 
have been recovered, but Swedes advance theory of consumable ["case" -not clear] 
like magnesium or plastics. When queried by Sir Ben as to how such materials could 
be designed to withstand firing conditions and stresses, Swedes had no further ex­
planations or comments. Sir Ben feels that though possible, it is highly improbable 
that these phenomena which continue to be reported from time to time are due to 
other than natural causes plus popular imagination. This opinion is strengthened by 
fact that no official observer or person of recognized authority in Sweden has ob­
served any of these later phenomena. However, British will continue to keep Peena­
munde area under surveillance." 
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US~t/\ l.andon Englantt sgd Holly acting 

71395 20 January 1~4 ·r 

J.l. secondD fol' nn o.ve~·tir;e of 6J.8. 4 mileo pe;.· hour. 

(•11 20 January All' Na!'oha 1 Slr Normo..'1 HO~I:.ll'd Ilo ttel!'l l'";.­
KCB, t:IE .• Df:~, AFC, l'elinql\tahed COinlH'.nd of RAF BomlJel• Co1 .: mc~ ; 
co beccme 1nspccto1• Grne1•nJ. of Ri\F, l' epln.<Jlng 1\1.1~ rnic·l' J·i£>r­
shal Slr Arthur Sheridan Barl'att, KC.?. .• C'I.W, ~~c .. ••etirccl. ,\1 
~lnrahal Sir Hugh ~:J . .t:Ua.rn lurn~: tl.en &.un<l"re, !';BJ>, C'3, !··tC', DFC' ,, 
Mt·l, 13 no·>~ Ail' Offic~r Commanding in Chief, oOJlll!:!' !:';:>lr r-, e-'1c'l 

/\mlllilent Reeef•.l'<Jh Depo,runent ond flr;coulen~: Dli'~l. ~n Jx!­
pe.rtment of ~1:\.nl.e try of Sl\ppJ.y nou ho'Te 'tO::- r,\:):.•<: •.: o;-:: ~;non 
thel.r present st-!lff 'end. funds 1,-ill pc-l'mi t th'.?.'!l ·i·o c ·Jillp).et<?. 
Heads of theae dep.~l·tments have l'eque~t(;)d D'.i.1•cct.::or :.n' fill\'l'. J. 
Ordnl\ll ce 11nd Dlr.t?ctor Oe:te1'il.l of Al'li llex· ~· to cut. t !; e:•. r cle­
mcmc\e by l~Of, . In dea1€f1, the gre£>. t. bull.< or thJ.<" ~·!Ol'l-: 1:3 i!!igl 
.,f ca!'riagee for neH weapons. C~,n~idernt.ion is b~l i~[; ;~lv~n 

to placing ul th outside al'oll:\ment firm;:., !ll'.Ch Ol! VJ.c!~er· :: .. /\r.D-­
strong and others, some CP..l'l':lege dealgn lfOrk, the1•elly x>ecl.ucir 
load. Pl.•e::1ent thought tn Arollament R~s<!larch and An~~nmlt De-
sign depart:llle11ts is to concentrate Pl'imarily on bttl'~. c l'·'!seal'< 
end basic design pNblems in arillel'!lEnts fol' ne.xt 2 o1• 3 .10urs • 

. On subject of so called ghost miseil~s over ::: ~~<!!den, 
31r Ben J..ockl!peisn'~.' Cnief do1ent1st, ttin1stry o1· Stlpply, -_ 
recently retur·ned from confe1•ence3 J.n Sweden 1.;1 th f>1TecU .~h 
solentifio .and air foroa a1,1thori ties, gave foll-QH1ng infol"nlat 
in inforua.l conversation wit.h Commnndcr JE:'nkins, Off"ic;e of· 

CM IN 3830 (21 Jan 47) 

SECR'ET 
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THE MAKING OF AN EXACT. COP": OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 
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MH~r1can Naval Attach'!, london. 

Pagf-! 3 

Swede~ o.rP. thF:rtJ:Jel. v~:::t in '=loubt i·;,at rePo!" ·::~t: r~hf.:· •l~"·~ - ~·: 1:-t 
;ni ght be of RU5!J.on oPtc1.n 1:•.1 t !H'efct' t.o h:-:.,e AJ•!. tL·i, ,.,!' 
f•illel'lC:ll.O UUtliOPl. tiE'l ht'l:i_(!\I'C! !'f.l, J!~ i'rf\(i)~F.fl!;>1 i!t~ ·· • ·:.-'"· '' ,. , . . 
COVf't'Ccl .• but S\;t!dcn 11'.\Vanl.le 'i".hCHll' :J ~f •: )n!!lU7!::'b :t~ 1":'.'·•: .:.< i·" 
rnr.c;ne3lUU1 or pl!<>:t.i cs. ~·.hem quP.r·iP.cl b;~• .<:11• Ben ~1 :.' ·'·' t.·,•· ,, ".:, 
rr.atc)•l.als could he dcl.11gr.t >'·• l ~o 1/.U·l•a"t;snd J'~.1•ing .:-; ·.••<:' •. ' •.1· 
and atl•Etwae3, ~~~cdcM ha·:l no f\tl' th"!l' <?.>:planati<'n>~ ·~ ·· ,.,. .,;;,:;·:.-;: .. ~ . 
Sir Ben feelK t-hat though ))O>JS:lhle, J.t :ltJ hifhl:" :i:''''' ).': .iv .h .1.·• 
tha.t theee pheaomann 11hich ccnt.\nu~ t.o h~ J'::! .t'~ .•!' C'.' '~· :<> .,·~ •: .. l. ti'l: 
to time are due to Otllel' ·~hnn r:.o:-. tUJ'i'.J. c.'Jl"lNi ~.J•.' ·! p•.•!: ... t) .. :-1:· ! :~!­
agination. '!his opinion 1~ ~trcngtileued l'J ft-r,·;: 1;•·,.-:: !·. !)r:> llft' ·· 
1c1al ob:!C'l'\'Cr Ol' pl!rsrm of l'f.'eog.1:lT.ed au ·dto .;-::.t::' :l:! ~:· .. "; r! ~ll 
hP.e obo e1•ved any of th ell~ 111 •:.<?1' plumo111~m::\. JiC' ·!Co<'.'', i>.1 J. +.1 =''' 
vill c~ntinue to ·teflp r•'~r;-emun':lP. al'~n undf:r· ~~1.'~' ·: ·: ·; ;_ ' · ~.r·• ·t; 

Bu:r:nC!se 'fu lies opened 1:~ Jto.nual'~{ \-/1 th i O!'l:!<hir ~· · .. ,. -· . :.: • 'i 
0!1.11,- T~legNIP~, ed.it?l'ic.lly i!mphaeb:ina t.itat 11:,-iUf.'n ::iJ ,; ;,\.1. ' .:. 

not be 'puehed in · r~!!ponee to delf!gnt1on'l proe:;l•a.m. ,', '.;!;.!"'' ,; 
velooraing ~peech dflclared Br.l t.1an to be of open mine!., e:•; o .. 
pe.thet1o vith no dC'oirc to hold Surma vithin 't-•e Emplr ,• . .. 
(f'r1ncipal demlllld of . delegc.t;lon fol' 1ndeper.d"·n•.:r in {'0~ y::o~n· 
p<•om1nentlr hie;t:lianteo.l r.nd arp~ara, togeth~r \Tl th p:-op~~'' '·' ; 
·ror electlon procedures, to be b1gge3t otunbllng blo~'f:. 

Relat1ons ·v1th Albania provided "40'3tly factual ort1~h:n 
v1th moat ed1tor1ale etn})hllllizing Br1t.t•.1ns 1 gocd po:J1t1c'n r.>!'l:l 

• 

(21 Jan ll7) 
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? January. Near Fredensborg, Denmark. (6:30a.m.) 

Meteor? 

According to our source: 

"In January 1947, a special worker ofBirkerod saw in the sky about Gronholt 
south ofFredensborg, at 6:30 h, an object that was round, bright yellow, gliding at 
low altitude and at a rate of 6-700 km p.h. over the sky from south-east to west. 
Abstract from text: 'The object looked like a comet with the difference, however, 
that it left a trailing rain of sparkles that fell to the ground. The object ~as so close 
that I could see the sparkles fall down in front ofthe outskirts of a wood about 500 
m away." (xx.) 

(xx:.) "1947 Reports from Sweden and Scandinavia.'' Compiled and translated 
by Anders Liljegren. Archives for UFO Research (AFU). Footnote by 
Liljegren: (UFO-NYT, January 1960) Liljegren's report is part of Jan L. 
Aldrich's book: Project 1947: A Preliminary Report on the 1947 UFO 
Sighting Wave, published by the UFO Research Coalition, 1997. See 
page128. 

Additional footnotes referring to Aldrich's book will be given as: Project 
1947: A Preliminary Report. 

January. England. (Midnight) 

"Ghost Plane X362" makes its first appearance. 

RAF radar picked up a track of something flying at 30,000 feet. It zoomed over the East 
Anglia coast at a speed of 400 miles an hour heading west. The target was logged in as track 
"X362," "X" being the RAF symbol for ''unidentified". This incident became quite mysterious 
when the object made repeat appearances ofthe same nature. (:xx.) 

(x:x.) Boston, Massachusetts. Boston Globe. 30 April47. 

First week in February. Somewhere in Sweden. (no time) 

"Something like a torpedo." 

A Swedish Air Force officer approached Captain J.B. Pearson, Jr., USN, and provided the 
following information: 

"A Swedish Artillery officer sighted a missile in an optical range finder 
and was able to follow it for about one and a half minutes. It was approxi­
mately in level flight at about 8000 meters distant, and was reported as being 
about twelve meters long, shaped something like a torpedo. Due to the angle, 
the officer was unable to determine whether or not there were wings." (xx.) 
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(xx.) From: Tully Shelley, American Em~assy, Office of the Naval Attache, London. To: 
Chief ofNaval Intelligence. Subject: Alleged rockets over Sweden. TOP SECRET. 
Date: 8 April47. Copy in author's files. 

February. Verviers, Belgium. 

Saucers over Verviers? 

Some inhabitants of the town ofVerviers, near Liege, reported mysterious objects in the sky. 
Reports were said to be greeted initially with thinly-veiled skepticism, but within days hundreds 
of other people also saw the objects. (xx.) More objects were seen in 1:farch . 

(xx.) Denver, Colorado. Rocky Mountain News. 7 July 47. 

17 February. Swedish Colonel Westergard. 

An Intelligence report by U.S. Naval Attache Capt. J.B. Pearson, Jr., dated February 1 ih, was 
submitted to Washington. It said it part: 

"During the conversation on guided missiles Colonel Westergard who heads 
up the 1\rrplane Design Section of the Air Ministry made the following statements 
relative to the missiles which have been reported over Sweden from an unknown 
source: 

a.) There have been about 1,000 observations ofwhich about 
40% are reliable. These observations are not necessarily 
of different missiles, as many reports have apparently been 
made on the same missile. They seem to run from a point 
near Peenemunde and the general path is judged to be be­
tween Peenemunde and Karelia (near Finland). 

b.) It was stated that the best observation was from an officer 
e of an artillery group who sighted a missile in his optical 

range fmder and was able to follow it for about 1 'l'2 minutes. 
It was in approximately level flight at about 8,000 meters 
distance and was reported as being about 12 meters long, 
shaped something like a torpedo. Due to the angle the of­
ficer was unable to determine whether or not there were 
wings." ( xx.) 

• 

(xx.) Intelligence Report. Issued by the Intelligence Division, Office ofChiefof 
Naval Operations, Navy Department. Serial# A9-S-47. From: U.S. Naval 
Attache, London, England. Reference: ''None." Source: Swedish- Official. 
Evaluation: "A-1." [Not clear in text] Subject: Sweden- Aviation. Date of 
Report: 17 February 47. Copy in author's files. 

28 February. Mr. Flickinger's "Spook Rocket" report . 
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Members of the U.S. Army Air Force's Defensive Air Branch questioned a Mr. Flickinger, 
Vice President in charge of exports for Republic Aviation Corporation, who had just returned 
to the States after a visit to Sweden. Among other things, Mr. Flickinger made a curious, 
brief remark: "Mr. Flickinger stated that he had seen one ofthe Swedish 'Spook Rockets" in 
flight, which resembled the V -1 buzz bomb but was somewhat smaller. The noise from this 
missile was more like that of a rocket than like a V -1 [the V -1 made a fluttering roar some­
what like a prop-driven aircraft. An air breather, the V-1 's air intake vents opened and closed 
with a rapid and discernible rhythm]" (xx.) 

(xx.) Headquarters, Army Air Forces,. Washington. Memprandum for AC/ AS-2 and ONI. 
Subject: Daily Activity Report. CONFIDETIAL. James F. Olive, Jr. Colonel, G. S.C. 
Chief, Air Intelligence Division (AC/AS-2-0.N.I.) Date:28 February 47. Copy in 
author's files . 

March. V erviers, Belgium. 

"Turn, dip, whizz straight?'' 

Strange objects, which were first seen in air over the town ofVerviers in February, were still 
being seen in the month of March. A woman named Terry later told the American press that 
when she left Verviers in March (another place in the same news article says April), the Verviers 
newspaper Le Jour: " ... carried a full account of the sightings of the saucers. One appeared to 
have fallen in a garden in the suburbs, but police were unable to find anything Jules Verne-ish 
at the site." (xx.) Moreover:" ... the discs-the European variety of which turn and dip as 

(xx.) Denver, Colorado. Rocky Mountain News. 7 July 47. p.5. 

well as whiz straight overhead-were still in evidence, and still unexplained." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid. 

14/11? March. V -weapons in the Soviet Far East? 

The Army's Daily Activity Report mentioned: 

"Unconfirmed information obtained by the Assistant Naval Attache in Peiping 
from Chinese intelligence sources indicates the possibilities of recent V -weapon 
activity in the vicinity ofTalaya (in the eastern end of the Transbaikal-Amur Mili-
tary District). SOURCE&: CM-IN-211, Assistant Naval Attache, Peiping, 10119/47, 
no evaluation, and CM-In-2117, 11 March 47- SECRET Eva!: C-3 (Major Sykes, 
Ext.6625) COMMENT: This is the first indication that has been received that the Rus­
sians may be experimenting with V-weapons in the Soviet Far East as well as other 
parts of the Soviet Union." (xx.) 

(xx.) Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Washingto.n. Memorandum for AC/AS-2 and 
ONI. Subject: Daily Activity Report. James F. Olive, Jr. Colonel, G.S.C. Chief, 
Air Intell}gence Division. Date: 14 March 47. Copy in author's files . 
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This Chinese V -weapon Intelligence may explain why the British mission in Tokyo received 
an inquiry from General MacArthur (who at this time was Command-in-Chief of American 
forces in the Far East) about a story making the rounds a strange missile had crashed in England. 
(xx.) The date ofMacArthur's inquiry is not given by our source. 

(xx.) Jones, R.V. "APPENDIX V: The Natural 
Philosophy of Flying Saucers." Scientific 
Study of Unidentified Flying Objects. 
Daniel S. Gillmor, ed. E.P. Dutton & Co., 
Inc.: New York, 1969. p.927 ... 

21 March. "Ghost Rocket" activity makes the 
pages of the New York Times . 
(See clipping) 

8 April. Report on Ghost Rockets by U.S. Naval 
Attache. 

A report to Chief of Naval Intelligence in Washing­
ton said in part: 

"Since the issue by the Air Ministry ofthe 
two papers on the alleged rockets over Sweden, 
references (b) and (c) [(b) COMNAVEU Sec. 
NNI-96, 752-S-46.of20 Sept. 1946 and en­
closures thereto. (c) ALUSNA Sec. NNI-96, 
A346-S-46 of 6 Dec. 1946 and enclosures 
thereto.], both of which were forwardeq to ONI 
[Office ofNaval Intelligence], no information of 
sufficient significance has been obtained to war­
rant even the contemplation of a third paper. 
However, the Air Ministry did receive from the 
Swedish Air Force bits of material which had 
been subjected to high temperatures, and which 
the Swedes thought might possibly have been a 
part of a guided missile. These bits of material 

'Phantom Bomb' R1tarn1 
To Ski11 · Ovtr Sw1J1n 

lptrlll t1 Til ltiW ftU: TINU. 
IITOCKHOLM, ~w-.dtn, Match 

11-Annthttr .ot the ''phantom 
bomb•'' that WtNt ltte.n ftttJUtnt• 
Jy nv11r llhVfldtn l~tat tall wu ob· 
aervt~d today over lht 1outharn 
J1ltl nf thl onUntry by IIYiriJ 
pt~raona. At ttrtt lh"Y thourht lt 
an aJrpiAne, but looktnr mot@ 
tnh!ntJy they nntlotd that amoke 
wa1 r.nmtnr from th11 tall and 
that ttl ahape dtttt~rtd trnm that 
ot a plan•. 
· Tht~ Jli"OJt~nUle Wll flylhf from 
1111t to wut at a anntld,.rabh• 
ht~laht. The wllntuu duorlb"d 
It •• a otrar-•haped metallic 
body, approxtmatlly 1lxty fHt 
lon~rltta\otllnJ at tlow •P••d and 
rnak na no nol1a. 

Th• "homb" wa1 vl•lble ,,, a 
eon•ld•rabll Umt and 1mokt wu 
obltrv•d lonr atttt the projtcttJ• 
dl"af'l'tar8d, · JudWinr frmn th1 
•mnkl, tht mt11tft turned at a 
e.-rt'ltn potnt a.nd flew baok tut· 
flard . 

were given thorough tests and sent back to Sweden with the report that they in them­
selves did not afford sufficient evidence to show they were part of a gu.ided missile. 
(xx.) 

(xx.) American Embassy, Office of the Naval Attache, London. From: Tully Shelley, U.S. 
Naval Attache, London. To: Chief ofNaval Intelligence. Subject: Alleged rockets 
over Sweden. S78-1(5) TOP SECRET. Date: 8 April47. Copy in Author's files. 

Furthermore: 

"The Naval Attache is of the opinion that a rocket or guided missile was 
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seen over Sweden, possibly three or four, but that the remaining numerous reportings 
were only conjecture. 

"In formulating the above opinion on the alleged rockets, the following items, in 
addition to the British reports, were taken into consideration: 

"(a.) Peenemunde was a German V-2 development center and is now part of 
the Russian Zone. 

"(b.) There is evidence that the Russians have been working on the V-2 at 
Peenemunde, aided by German scientists formerly connected with the 
Project. 

"(c.) It is quite likely that the Russians in their experimental and development 
work have fired some ofth~ V-2's, as has been done in the United States 
for experimental purposes, and that the Russians with their lack of know­
ledge and experience in guided missiles are probably not too accurate 
when it comes to firing same. 

"(d.) An error of 5 - 1 0 degrees in the azimuth of a rocket or missile fired up 
the Baltic Sea from Peenemunde or the immediate vicinity could easily 
cause the path of the missile to be over Sweden from well inland to the 
shore line. 

"(e.) A team from the British Air Ministry was sent to Sweden to investigate 
the alleged rockets with negative results. The fmal report ofthe Air 
Ministry, reference (a.) [(a.) ONI Sec. Ltr. 001642P32 of 4 Feb. 1947] 
Was based on the fmdings ofthis team." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid, p.2. 

9 April. The Central Intelligence Group' s report on "Flying Projectiles." (See pages 11-14) 

? April. Vendee, Roche-sur-Yon, France. (daytime) 

"Flying Saucers" may or may not have been seen in Belgium, but we do have at least 3 stories 
from neighboring France. Here is the first one( no exact date) from Vendee, Roche-sur-Yon: 

"In April 194 7, I was in Vendee, at Roche-sur-Yon to be more precise, for 
several days whilst on holiday with my mother's family. My uncle and aunt 
were both working, so I found myself alone at their house. 

"As the weather was bright and particularly spring-like, I sat down by a 
pathway which ran down to the garden, armed with a gripping book which was 
The Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas. To this day I cannot explain what 
it was that compelled me to raise my head towards the brilliant blue sky. 

"It was then that I observed passing over the roof of the house towards the 
right of our house (from my viewpoint), a metallic globe that seemed to move 
by rotation, and whose sphere was surrounded by a ring. A very small antenna 
was fixed upon its peak. The craft made not a sound." (xx.) 

(xx.) Dominique Weinstein, Perry Petrakis, and Jean Sider. "1947 UFO Cases From 
France." Project 1947: A Preliminary Report. p.161. 
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SUPPlEMENT 

;~;; ,- · . ::.: ~ ·:. u . reported by !ordin broadczsta, technical iniorca.tioa on rocket.a 
and guided .l!iaalleo act1 rlt.iea in Denmark 1• goneral.l..T negligible. Tho 
!ollo~ t.e:r.:t.a, howner, do coat&in ·oo!llo llJnited data (a:.a.inl,j apocul.ativo) 
on tho apeed, di.alenaiona and altitude o! !lying objects reportedl.J' obaerred 
in Scandinnian countriea and in other l.uropean countriu !rO<D the .l!idcil.e 
or JulJ to Oet.ober, 1946. In CO.'Dfillnr; the aT&il.able material, therefore, 
not onlj- the Danisb radio but ·other SCMdic.arlan &tld b:uropean eourcea are 
d. ted.. 

•t .trii.Dge-object ~g throusb tho air 'IIU obaernd at noon today 
(JulJ" lJ) b]' 'IIOrkmen in Stockholm. The object wu round, and appee.red 
to be rather c:u.ll. It. aent out a etrong blue-groen light, but no 
aonnd coul.d be hu.rd. It ie reported !rom Hudikanll thst ra.il><a;r 
worker• thh morn.in& aaw an object a !n .mete:ra long a.nd 'ldth ba.clnle.rd­
alopi.Dg wing• !l,y1Dg toward• the north at a hoi,eht o! ahout 150 met.en. 
Th117 heard. a SO\:lld reae=bling tbat or an outboard cbtor." (Stockholm, 
Swediab Ho~ne Sorrice, Jul.7 lJ, 1946, 4 p.m. EST-L; FBIB Da.il.J' Report. 
!or JulJ" 1S, 1946) 

•J.. projectile, f'l.T1ng at. a height or !rom 10 to 20 met.era and at. 
great speed !rca the aout.heaat to northwest, ha.s been oba.rv&d at. 
a place oorth o! Uppaa.lA, Sweden. 'PI'hen tbe projectile exploded, it 
IICUDded l1lce three ban8• following cloaal.J' on each other, and the 
:croka whicb resulted covered an area o! 4 or .5 ld.loo:etera. • (l!:alundborg, 
DuJ.eh Ho~ne Service, July' 16, 1946, 5:30a.m. J::S1' -LjF'BIB Da.il.J' Re.port 
tor July 17, 1946) 

"'t 1• reported !rom Nonta;r Uat the eo-called 'ghost rockets t now 
appear to have reached the St.u:anger area.. According to a nC"a·epape.r 
report., s=e Stannger people observed an object which gave o!! a 
1ellow-red light approacbi.ng !rom the aouthea:~t at a great height. 
Tbe object n .s traveling at a nry high speed, and dieappeared ~o..,a.roa 
the northwest.• (Stoclc.holm, Swedieb Horoa Service, Jul1 16_, 19461 1:00 
p.m. EST ---t; F'BIB Dall;r Roport !or Jul1 171 1946) 

, .· .... 
, • . 

4"' ·· . ... ... ..., ,. . 
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"The so-coll..id 1 &':ost rod.,t• ;· ,~.a o,_t.i.n · b.l.:n :oi::hlt<;i ncu- . SUnusvall 
J~bore t.oJay (Jul.,y 18) three v:or: . .,, . ., e~ow a cyl1n<1cr-.::hapc.d 1 :ot-..in,y 
object L~Vinc in· tho a~y at an nilituJe of ~JO to JGO ~cl~rs, no1se­
lu::l.y am! ;;illlout aJ1Y · ~"Dkc oX~H•ust. It -.;<;s =vi.nb at .fi.r:ot tm;e.r..:s 
thw " ~rest, but. bc!orot di:.appeari"L1 it · l.od a. northta:stcrl.y courso," 
(Stocld.oL1.1 .S·nuish i:oWI .5"rviceo, .!ul.y lc1 15461 l:JO p.c. • .:.ST -L; 
tdlll n&il,T r.oport !or Jul,y 19. 1946.) 

"" C>Ornin~: newspaper {unnallleod) l'iritc:s too.:lJ" thct tne :q:stcrioue pro­
Joctile.a thc.t. b:.vo been .. obs.,rvcd over Sca.ndin;;via cannot be :Uso..i S3:::d 
u Ghost pl&nt<:s, · Th" }"lpcr 1>rit.ea .rurt.ho:r: •Fenain.!: .t.l'" rcsult.e o.r 
the !Url.t;cr 1nvut.11;llt.iuns bein,; o.acie ~:!orrbott.en - 1.f t.noro h 
ar.nythi.nt l...Ct t.o in• .. atie:.t.e - it. coulti be· dshl<\i tt;at. the authorit.ie:e 
~o it. kno-.m in a 8\lit..able •rq t.ha.t we do not. Yd1h our country: to 
boco..e a target, 'fhoee .. ~.o send out t~.cse projoct.Uus a;:pa..r .. nt.l.T ni:sh 
to koo .. ho...- fnr u..,y can btl anci .,.,. very 1\inc:l.:r give thia infor..:.a.t.ion 
1n· the press, in telc;."t·~·.t.s, ori<i reporte !rD.ll t.au .:.Uf.,rent. · ph.ccs. 
Perhaps .... out,;ht to atop this in ordo•· not t.o t:ncoura.(;c.: 11rJ¥ !urt.ho.r 
t.ru!fic, If the ""nt.ier-count.ry did not. receive any in.ror~t.j c.n fro... us, 

.perh:!f'S t.hey 110uld £in<.i it ~-ore :i.dVIint!lfiiiOUII t.o uiroct. the !ir01 to 
&nolha.r place less thickly pcpull!ted, ;.nd ,a:c:re it. r.oul.d be ec;ullll,r 

:poer1ble to !oll.o1> th• line o! tho !!TcijectUe:s, Such r..oesibilitit.ol 
over Lho opom sea ·exist 1! ehips :u-td r.l=t:s •ro hr.ndy, Int.ern~tlon:;.l 
courtuy 11hould ue:-..~:nd...c.4.-!1x.re .:;oro considar~tion, even i!' it. •c~d 
coat a little rwre in r:tOnoy anj trouble, rrovirted or courso t!1~t the 

. •l" country do~:.a not rd.o.il t.o ;;iveo tho prllctice a.s much publicit.y ea 
possible in or.!er t.o impress "!" cc.unt.ry or "l" country. At Lhc moment. 

0 

the publicity is & :':ll·ollsh interest anc the ~.ork is h~lpeci by fi:luin.~; 
out 17h&t it is ::ll about.. To a ccrtz.in CY.t. .. nt tnu at.t.ent:!.on pdd t.o 

-it by the preoe is L auit.Dbl'll introduction !'or a. acvotre protest, r.llich 
cannot. be le:!t out l\ht.:n there aro rc:rults from tl.o inv-.atiF~·tion.•" 
(:;toc)ct,ok, ~u-sus ~on"ir:e in . :n~lish, Jul,y U, 12:40 p.;;. • .:.::r -L; 
!'"£I!! lr.ily t. O}OOrt £or ,Tuzy 2J > 1946) 

"!o;stu-aay ;o visitor fror:. LO~o.::on Silfl c. ri.n.; ;.roj~til.o, H• t..oltl :;. 
l'ltl\Sp;.<pt.X it. lookt..J. liko a. V-2 bo~b. Tt.t: visitor, a .:...r. 1-;z:.r.- i~on, 
served in .:..n::,lund tl\:rln~ t.i.e r:c.r = d a::. .. V-1 anci V-.2 bo...ha countl<:u 
ti.lno.s. 'i'tao :;,,·odiah l}efcnse ete.C.r ia, however, not uw:..id.ns a stoteu.ent. 
on t?:le =tter for t.ho tine beint;." (stocr.noll!!, S>.·ed.ish Hom& Service, 
:.ut.ouat 13, 1.'146 6:Jv a ..... ~"'l' ; l'ciD :Jally Report for i.u~:;uat. .1.), 1946) 

--"The cxpe.-t.s b.av& asccrt.ai.nod ll'itb ct~rt:llnty th&t the ll cent~et.er­
lone; object o!" unknovJl origin r.hich "ua found uoca not. comw from :lrl¥ 
st.r6lospnt<re projectile, Tl:a n••• 8Jlfllcs to certain piece:s of COiJf-'"r 
found, 'f11est1 hu.ve probably bo;t<n lyin.~ on the t;rounci for a ~ong t.i.cr.e ... 
nothing has ao far been rev .. al.od !rom 11hicb 0:111 can decide ....-1 t.h c .. rta1nt.y 
whetht~r tt.o llsht phenomena and ao forth -..hich hc.ve br:en ob:servcd cot:~e 
tro.~r. ••• at.ratoaphere projc:ctilua ••• "(Stockhol.al., S,.tldish lio~" 5crvice, 
J.~at. 14, 1946, 4:00 p.m. J...ST; FDIB Ool1l,y lle;ort for J.ucuat. ~5. 191.6) 

• .'."A !'l.yinz objc.:ct eon-..mhat. different fr0l11 tho:se observed previo~;sl.y • 
na ael?ll thh a.ornint; bT four peoop.le r.orltint: in a wooc!ya.rd ncar ono of 
the lo.rce lakes in centr&l. :·!orrl311d, It re3e•:l>lcd a s=.ll .Urplane, .. 
:lnd fle~ at an altit.udtt of obout 200 meters, r.~ing a hissin~ noi~e. 
It. h.~d 01. short bod,y, a ta.iJ. <md tno IW...all -.:.inf,S. 'fhe obj eel dt<:occndod 
at colossill. speed l:.Ild crasht<d into tl)e lc.Xe. • (5t.ockl.olm1 Sl<ec.ish Ha.:ne 
Service, ,·,u~st 14, l9L6, 1:00 p.m. i.Sr; fiHo I:o.il.y P.erort ror i.u'-."ll3t 15 7 
1946) 

• 

•. 
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; ~ ··-: ._< :;/.:·--~:~-~y:;·:-~~;~.; -~:i~·:~;~:(,~~~v;:-{~~:~~:.~; r;~-~?-.;~~ . i <­
.. . ~!i~t-ii~fo.@:r; 7 : .. , ~~"·:._7-, .. :~~ZJ .,, .-;-.>· 

. ·. .. ->- : .. ::.-~:~~ ~· /~·.:., t::;:.~-~~ :q>;~B)~~:~~\';·. :.- ~:~ . 
•In an edi t.oria.l about. the at.rat.o::spberi.c . ~a ..hl~b h.r.~~e ·:~·~;~ ti,T b~e·~ · · . · 
seen over Slo·eden1 SJI:W!SlCA DAGOI...A!>::.'T ::sa,ya that. 1t. ia the eeneral .. ··: ~:, . __ . .. 
auUIIlption that they have a nn- ld.nd o! rad.io-diroct.ed weapon. It h 
8\lggeated that the Rue~iana heTlt found incOI!Iplet.e C<:n::an lfe&pona about. .. , ~ ... _ 

· which !.here ue 110 1111.1ch talk in the laat. phaaea o! tho war 1 e.oCi that. , ~ . :· . •· .' 
they are trying t,Q perfect the~o '11'e.apona by experLr.enti.ng rltb tba11 .. . _. ~.~.­
ovar S'lledi<>h territory. SICAANSKA !:JAGDU.D.E.T continue11 •But. a ec1entbt. 
who h4a oeen one ie of the opinion that tho.r are =t.eora. Undoubte<iJ..r .. .:, 
it Jtill be est.abliehed ~hoM.l,y lfhich h correc:t.. Tbe S»Mieh authorl-
tiu are JnAld.ng nery e.!'forl t,Q clear up the. cat.t.er, • The ~er ie .•.' 
or the opinion that the theory or e.xperimenting rlth lle.apona 1a the 
correct one. Two o! the ao-e&l.led atrat.oepheric rocl<et.e nere obacrved. 
aarlr thie morDing over (storeb.T) noar 1\oege, The-y c;.ac,e !rom tho aouth 
and resembled cigar a with !l..ali>t:!a ••• one of the rocl<eh ;· •• at an c.lt!tcde 
b! about one kilom&ter and it. wna po~eible to follow ita courae' nortb-
'lrard, The rockets were aeon b]' :severa.l people, • (1\a.lundborg, Daniab 
Hoce Service, August l6, 19461 ll:40 a.m. EST; FBIB Dail,r Report !or .. 

· .lU&Uat 19, 1946) . ·· · ·~- ·,.,_ ... 
. ':.:. 

"l!UO" People ~ 'thAt they aaw et.rat.Qspheric rocket.a over Oere.und laot. 
night, Two oblong, glowing objecta mov:1.n~ !rom eoutb to north rlth 

·. ·&nJke coming out. or their t.a.i.la "ere 8een at (Snekkeateo) .• (lalundbe.rg, 
Danio~oo.e Service, Augu:~t lB, 1946, SaJO a.ir.. EST; fBIB Da1.l;r Re;iort 
!or August 19, 1946.) • · c --··: · .. • -.-

""I'hia JtOrning a etrat.ospheric: projectile waa observed ovar a town 1.n 
eoulhern Slreden whic:h e.xplo:ied with a laud bang when it eel a hail.3torm, 
Afterward a etrong mell of gunpowder waa noticed, The explosion WIUI 

eo atr<>n4 that the houses ahook. It wae about 500 met.ere hieh· . A!t.t:rr 
the explosion what appeared to be a mist eollec:t.ed, and it l'IU atill to 
be ob~erved a.fter the hailstorm had passed. .l.ce<:>rdi.ng to meteorolot;ic.U 
e::xperls, r.ho >~ere approac:hod by the Air ::le!ense :Jivie i c:o o! u-.e Ge r. c-a.l 
Sta!t, a very probable explAnation is that. it waa a tornado in DOnntiC:tion 
ldtb a very strong fl..uh of lightning. The 'objec:t llhicb l'l&e believed 
lQ be aecm miehl have be on a oo-ca.l.led • coil of c:loud • !'rom tbtt t.orcado. • 
(Stoc:kholm, Swedish Uome Service, Aue;uet 16, 19461 1:00 p..ao. J::SI'; F13IB 
DaiJ..,y Report. !or August 19, 1946.) 

•A report. !l"CXX1 Goeteborg ~ that. a JIQ"Sterious bright ligtlt a.od rlolt10t 
exploeion thouC~t t,Q have ' come !rom a ao-eal..lcd :st.ratoepheric projectile, 
caueed 11oma anxiety at t-..o !artt.a 1.n Centra.l Sweden late on n-ial.}' evunin,g 
(Aug. 16). The e.xploliion occurred so near the building• that it was at. 
tt.r.t. !eared that. a bare bad caught !ire. The exploei on >ne h...rd round 
about. the !r.nu and at. a0111e pl.acea a bright light. reoembling a met.cor ,. .. 
a .. n ehortl,y be! ore the bla:rt., Some cibeervera u:,- that they are convinced 
that the et.ratoepheric proj ei:::tile ...-aa an ordinary n:eteor, • ( Stoc:khol.c, 
Slred111h H010e Service, Augu!lt. lB, 1946, 6,40 a.m. EST; FBIB [).a.ll..r R•JX?rl _ 
!or Aueuat 19, 1946.) 

."'Be!ore the big aut= m.sneuvere o! t.he Slredish !lir 1\rrZ., the Air Arm haa 
giT'e'D aoao big exhibition• at )!;arleborg. The tr.a1n objective J<aa to giv-e 
the 1945 .De!c:nee lll'Veet.igation Co=it.tee an idea o! haw tho Air .lnzl 1>0rlca- ­
~ what. resource• it h.sa. At the e!U:le t.iJue, the Chle.!' ot the Air J.rl,., · 
Genera.l r.ordeneld.oeld, t.oolt the opportunity or inapecling hie !ore~. .l 
ne-w weapon had ite pre.-darer a rocket projectile •• tucb 1s ~hort.l,y to b-11 
put into production• at Dofora. The tuesta were Vt:rf ox eli i.wprssced by · 
what. t.bsy..,&a,.," (Stockholm, ~ed.ish Hot:> e s~rvice; August 21, 1946, 61)0 &.ln. 

ES!J rBIB Da.il.]' Report !or Aueu:st 22-; 1946.) 

. :"'·'-' 
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-The ~ TilliS 1n 1 t.a new a a o c t.1 on a gn.irurt. '1.;1 s 1n! o rna t ton a.nd Ca.l.u!:::.ny • 
a:poaea the ant1-SoTi.t eU~pa1gn 14unchE>d 1Jl Slledom 1n oonnact.1on with 
tho !abr1eat.1on about. the !'ll~t. ot 11\}'oterioua rocket.~, the provocat.1 TO 

ranon about the ureot. or Oer=.n children 1n Soviet-<>CCUf11ed Ger:>.Any ••• • 
(Yo~eo•, Sorlet European S&rvice, 1n E.nglleh to tho t:nit.cd tl.n.;doa., 
September 41 194/J, ll100 a.m. EST; FBIB Da.iJ.Jr Repox:t. for S"pt.~er 5, 1946) 

•During the past. 2 d.aya aeveral aircraft o! unknown nationality have b•e:n 
aee:n over Bornholm. During the aaJil8 time gho~t rocket.o hb.ve been 
obaerYed over the we~t.e:rn &rea3 o! D=k. • (Oal.o, Norwegian Homo 
Service, Septea.ber 11, 194/J) 

•.&ecordint to preea diepatches fl-om Patraa, t1r0 rockets c=in~ !rom the 
ncrtb Yere aeen croasine; the ald.ea over the city on t.he nieht. of Saturda,r 
to SUndq (September 14 - 15), (Athena, 1Jl Trench !or '7rieilca o! Creece 
.Abi-oad•, Sept.Miber 16, 1946, "3s30 p.m. ESTJ !'BIB Dail,r Report !or -­
Sept.~~er 17, 194/J) 

-Tetuan - The CIYiU &g91lcy announced that durine the niehta or lart 
~ednesday, Thura~ and Frl~, 'reddish-green b~ or !ire' ' po~ssed over 
Tanetera an~, l1nldng _the.m rlth eim1l.ar !ire ba.l.UI which recent.l,y were 
reported over Swedom and F'rance, the a~enc)' su~;ge&t.ed ill careful t.erl!lll -
that t.b.y could be n,ying botube.• (F'arie, ..tFP, 1Jl French J.:o:-se to 
Latin Alllcriea and Canada, St~pt..,mber 1.6, 19461 11:).5 a.m. LSTJ FBIB Dall.y 
Report !or Sept=ber 18, 1946.) .· 

•Orl.edo - A ball of lwninoua e;rean il!:ht waa aeen to cro:u the ~ 
1Jl the early lllOrn.ing by a nw..be.r o! people. The ball hul e.n appearance 
o! llhat. the preiSS described as what a ilyi.."l£: boo.b looks like. • ( Va.l.l.a.dolld, 
Spanish Ho:ne Service, Sept.e:nber 19, 1946, 7:JD a...m, LST; FBIF Oa.i..l,y 
Report !or Sept.e<nber 20, 1946.) ' 
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? April. Col De Serre, near Falgoux (Cantal), France. (8:15a.m.) 

The second French case in April: 

"M. Maxime Orliange, in a car, observed an object which appeared like a 
lens-shaped disc with a cupola above him, flying on an ascending sloping path. 
A blue light emanated from the place where the cupolajoined the disc. The 
disc seemed to be 30 meters in diameter, and when it was about 400 meters 
away it disappeared on a near vertical path. (Guy Quincy Catalog, INTCAT 
#7; J. & J. Vallee, Challenge to Science: The UFO Enigmq, p.119; LDLN #249, 
p.33)." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid . 

? April. Rothois (Oise), France. (night) 

The third French case in April: 

"Two young girls were followed on their way home by two luminous white 
spherical objects which moved near the ground. The night was clear. (LDLN 
#326, p.26)." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid. 

Spring (no exact date). Copenhagen, Denmark. (5:00a.m.) 

Missile or meteor? 

A sighting by a Mrs. Ase Wiede ofHagersten (Stockholm) which was reported in 1991: 

"I was alone when I saw this. I am deaf since 1949 [but this occurred in 
1947]. Was waiting for the tram to work,.at about 05.00 in the morning, when 
I heard a strange sound and looked up. From the Finland-Russia area [thus 
from the east] came a strange thing- having the shape of a cigar, strongly 
luminous with red, blue and neon colours -at an incredible speed. I told this 
story at work. In the afternoon there was an article in Extrabladet [Danish 
newspaper] that people in the early morning hours, including tram personnel, 
had seen it. It was dispatched as fantasies! (Aftonbladet, Stockholm, Swede, 
15 December 91)." (xx.) .. 

Anders Liljegren. "1947 Reports from Sweden and Scandinavia." Project 1947: 
A Preliminary Report. p.130. 

15 April. U.S. Naval Attache report. 

"Allowed to die a quiet death." ''Unexplained press sensation." (See document on page 16) 
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ISSUED BY TflE ltllEWBENCE DIVISION· . • .. 
OFFIG~ Of CHIEf' (Jf!>41AVAL ''llPERATitl~ ~"' 

NAW DEPARTMENT "'' U 
INTEWGBNCE REPORT . 1r· 7. y. 
~ t> Ill\-' 11\Wl ~,_He.. .... ...S ~) 

. I 
at Stockholm, 31tedeh Date 15 A.prU , 19~ 

.. ' ·.J ... 

From_U. s. Navul. AttaehB 
(3htiJ, tt .. "t'f, u:.ll, dilf'rict,otOeo,•htJon,otPtrwn) 

C: ~ ; - . _, h ; 1 ~ , B. I .D. .0407. 
'Monowaph lndox Guide No. _..:::80:;:4;::·~3:;60T.-:-~---

"'Il"' _. .. .-11 for OIC!t ...,., HUt. s.. o. ll L hwfa C.ldo, 

Reference, See belov 
(Oiro<lbo, ..,.,.,.,,.,....,., ""'A""''"iiiOII'"poo~. ace.. U oOCIIQiolo) 

Source Peroonal ob&eryJltion Evataatlon ___ ......;A::,:.·,.::~rr~-----
("" onlc:l&J, ,.....,.,ld"!,:,;'~~ =.::: :.f eoo•orutioft ,.;tb- Rot.: M/04 ~Ill~ ~41.11-11·13-«! 

Sub/ecl SllEDEN C'1111ded ll1nUaf. ' All~ roohh axar Sved8!l..-
(MIIIioo- .. ) (Mo11111110a..,lo ... , t) (w.w&oo) -oio-lor-UIIol 

~ .. ..,. """"'' """'""'11 o1 l'llll>tt. C'llllllnltiJ- euoc~oct~r .-. lodllllo hollttttllla:ll,- Pmlo ~ ;;:;--

Refo1 

Encl: 

A1U3na stoolchol.l!l 1i final opinion regarding the Alleged 
rockets ovor Snden in 1946 la that th~ videapraad 
preeo reports lAst lllrinmor wore not baaQd on a'\'llilab1e 
factual evid~noe, that it is very doubtful if ~ of 
the reported Mioeiloe landbd 1n Snaden, end that whila 
a fav 3tr8f guided ~1asi1ea ~ have pasaod ovor S~dan, 
the Snedeo have ao yot brOURht forth no tangib1a avidenco, 
and otill in~iet officially that there io none. 

(n) an S~crot Ltr (SC)AS-2/EF66 Op-321'411, Ser 001642PJ2, 
dntod 4 Feb 1947. 

(b) MA Stla!l Secret Report No. Rl61,-47, dntad l4 h'.ar 1947. 

(A) Copy of refc~nce (b). 

1. Reference (n) requested that this office fornard ito f1nsl opinion 
ror;nrd:l.Jl€ the aller,ed roekots ovor Sneden. 

2. To date no evidonoe is aveilablo to this office that ~ rool;ets or pro-
jectiles lnunohed by n f.ore!«n po'III:!J' haw pasaro ovt~r or landed on 
SciU'ldinavian tarritory, althouQh bo\h thtl Snedioh tnd tho Britioh 1ntell~nee 
st>l'Vices had sUited that tlla1 vould notifY this office i1' ~ oonorete 
e>idcmce r.as obtained. (0e!'111Bll V-2 1s lnnded 1n Sweden in 1945). 

J. It is t.he opinion of thia offiCe that ho f'oroign-ln\IJ\Ohed guided lliosUe11 
ho.vo lnnded in St~aden since the erd or the 11ar, and that the Sndee ban no 
tangible evidence or ovon photographa to prove that such mieai1ea have pa1eed 
ovor ST7edish ·torr1to!7• Thie alteptioiBlll is alulred bJ M/A Stooltholm 1e office 
(reference (b), onoloeod). · .,- ,,i7 '-~: ·· ·• • · < · .<· .' ····.. ~':'.:. . · ~ 

4. '7hUe it is pooeiblo that a fen captured German V-2's or other Russian• 
launched guided m1as12as M;r hava ·gone utrq ancl landed in Baltic uatora, :l.t 

. --~:--. ... .. ~ 

11. 11. ,s·too!d1ol.r.l Rovort Nr,. ?..2,-'l-,+7 .. .. : _.: . 15 April 1947 
----------------------------------~-----. . . :/ . ~t .. :J .. ·. 
!o not \JoHcvod that any M.vo l~1nd9d th -.Siroden. Jto'i:io~ ·, 'it iu quit.e :posBiblo 
that o fc'll guidod ~niooilG·s ::1!13' . lv:iVd ~~eo~1 ovor Sr.ll<li.ih tcrritof1. ~ ·: ...... :-:· 

.. • .. ~ . .... i 

5. The subject has :l.n · th~ pMt !,,.,- r.onth!1' been a.l.lo'Dcd to die a quiet doath, 
and St'!edi:!h offioj.a13 profor til c't:I.G::rl.oo it as on unoxplninod preoa aonoation. 

. .; 
tF'f ~ 
/1 (/ 'i/1 

I.; .'· i I 
· I 

-l I f ~w 

--· 

' I . 
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Mid? April. Richmond, Virginia. (probably about 10:30 a.m.) 

"Richmond 1947 Weather Bureau sighting." (See letters by Dr. James McDonald, Joseph 
Harden, and Walter Mincz pages 18-21) 

30 April. News ofthe "Ghost Plane" reaches the Public. 

I_t.1i'd~i9.ht iGhost·.· c~~~?s~l 
1··overhe.ad··. at 400 · M~.H·' 

Plane, Tra.cked. By Radar, Sweeps . ; 
Over British Coast, Disappeari · . · · · · · 

Jl)' Aoooelaled Prooo f't 'f 7· have been unsuccessful. 
LONDON, April 30.-Recurrlng "Radar has plotted some atrange 

reports of a :midnight . "ghost things In it. time, from children's 
plane" swooping out oL the East kites and raindrops to for:rnationa 
at tremendous speed gave the Brit· of reese, but It surely never plot• 
ian pre11 a eensatlonal aviation ted a atranger thing than thla," 
myatery today but the Royal Air aald the Yorkshire Poat, addlnl': 
)l'orce, while admlttln&' the whole "II It a diamond or drul( amul'­
thlnc wu "allghtly myaterloua," rter T Ja It eonveylnr . a aeeret' 
ret111ed to ret excited. Arent from one forelrn power to ' 

ltlVIIWit IIIIU 1111'flllllll 111111 the ann I h1rT" 
myitl!ry !!raft, ttut plolltHI by All lht Air Mlnl~lry wnuld ny 
radar early In January, r.ooms for aure Ia t"at the plane waa 
over the East Anglla coast-as tr~vellng at 30,000 feet when radar 
tho It came from the continent- spotted it In January. "Our night 
1\nd disappears Inland at a speed fighter• always try to Intercept · 
of ~on mllu ·•n hour or moro. unknown crart," a apokuman 

Whal I• even odder I• thal the adolcd. 
plane has never been .~oeen making This particular unknown craft Ia 
lhe return journey from England down In the official recorda aa 
to the continent. RAF nlrbt tlrht· X382, .. X" belnr the RAF symbol I 
era have tried re~tularly to Inter- for a plane tllat hasn't been idea• 
cept the "rho•t pl~e" but ao tar titled. . 

__ ..:;,......;.;;=.· --~··;.;::-- • ..-J-

1 PLANE REPORTS ·DENIED ~ : 
Af~r lnVN~atl~ report& t.h&t an 

unldentlntd airc-aft has been 1iY1~ 
a.t night over Ea.st Anglian aea areaa. 
the Air Minl&try Ia t.aklna no further 
aotlon In ~ ma.tt.er. "We have 
round no cv.ldenoe to aupport the 
repo1·t.~ at all." an oll\olal of the 
Mlnl~<LI'\' statlld )'U~rday. tnvutl­
go.tlona · rol~wtd report.a 'by radar 
operator• ot tom-e uou.tu&l plot.a on 
t.heLr ICJ'eena. '2..• '5' • 11--, ·. , I 

MJI,'( 't"~t.'VICI'ri'H ; ·~··;'"' : 
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Mr. Ted R. Bloecher 
317 East 83rd Street 
New York, New York 10028 

Dear Ted: 

18 

I I I ... I I , I .. • • · · , 

I'll v1rite a separate letter here on tne Richmond 1947 Weather 
Bureau sighting so that both of us can more conveniently file it. 

The fellow's name \'{as 'ilalter A Uinczewski. He has since abbreviated 
his name to Mincz. !lis present address is 301 Nortil Confederate 
Avenue, Sandston, Va., 23150. Home pHope, Area Code 703, 737-6584. 

I phoned the Richmond iveather Bureau today to see what had happened 
t9 my query and was informec that two letters had been mailed a few 
days ago and would reach me via an intermeciiate office. 'l'hey are 
letters from Hincz and from his present supervisor 1 a l-ir. Harden. 
I had both letters read to me over the phone, and then obtained 
Hincz's telephone nurnlJer and called nim this afternoon. 

The general details were auo~t as originally reported uy Keyhoe. 
It was a morning pilot-Lalloon run (probably about 10:30 a.m.). He 
believes that the theodolite was pointed to tile nortl1 northeast at 
an elevation angle of about 45°. Hhile tracking the balloon the 
disc-like object entered the field of his theodolite from right to 
left moving toward the norti1\ ... est. He stopped tracking t11e balloon 
and manipulated the knobs to track the unknO\m, but had difficulty 
following it because of high angular velocity. He thinks he followed 
it for something like five to seven seconds uefore giving up. Then 
he momentarily looked l..lp :.:with naked eye but \'{as unable to see it. I 
queried him on the apparent angular size and he said that if you 
represented the field of view of ·the instrument as a three inch circle 
the object would have covered about 3/4 of an inch. He did not know 
the angular field of the theodolite, and' ny references at hanu don't 
give ~t, but I would guess it would be the order of 30 minutes so 
that would make the object out to be something like 7 or 8 minutes of 
arc. That is rough, however • 
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Mr. Ted R. Bloech~r 
October 19, 1967 
Page 2 
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It had a metallic appearance, but not extremely shiny. As it was 
vie\ied in the theodolite it appeared· to be domed on the top, but 
~1eouolites invert images, so it may be that he was only looking 
at the bulging bottom of an ovoid object of some sort. The edges 
of it were not sharply outlined even though he had the instrument 
focused for infinity to follow the balloon. The balloon outline 
he said was distinctly sharper than the object.· He thinks it was 
a 20-power theodolite, but is not sure of that. 

lie emphasized that there was at that time no talk of flying saucers 
and though he discussed his observation with some of ' the fellows 
at the \ieather Bureau neither he nor the meteorologist-in-charge 
felt it was important enough to make a log-entry. It was not 
regarded as being of meteorological significance. Some months 
later when the talk of flying saucers carne up he recalled ~1e 
incident and mentioned it to a few people but made nothing of it. 
He was quite emphatic, and s .o is Harden in the letter of transrni ttal 
that is corning, in saying that he did not report it to any Air 
Force or any other official channels a~ nearly as he can recall. 
Hence, he is puzzled that a report of it is in the Air Force files. 
He .did recall a friend showing him a paperback a half dozen years 
later in which an account was given which sounded to hirn as if it 
was written about himself. This is doubtless Keyhoe's FSAR. 

I am curiou.s nO\'/ us to the form of the report that you saw at Project 
Blu~book. Do you recall \ihether it was put liown in the form of a 
formal investigation? Do you recall how it carne about : that the 
spelling was incorrect with an "o" instead of a "c" in his original 
name? ile ~1ought it was barely possible that his boss at that time,. 
a Mr. i'lright, might have casually mentioned it to some reporter or 
to someone who called1 but he himself was never formally queried as 
far as he can recall. · 

I have asked him if he had ever seen anything !.ike it before or since 
and he said that he had not, nor have there been any other observations 
by Richmond Weather Bureau personnel comparable to that one. 

There was nothing indefinite about Hinc~'s description af the sighting; 
it was apparently a very real observation of an essentially w1explainable 
phenomenon. 

The probability of a UFO passing through the field of a balloon­
theodolite is obviously very low, yet this is the second such case 
of which I have knowledge. The o~1er occurred at Yuma, Arizona on 
February 4, 1953 at 1:50 p.m. I have obtained confirmation from the 
Yuma Weather Bul:eau office. In that instance two \ihi te objects entered 
the field and were tracked for a number of minutes. Puzzling • 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ENVIRONMENTAL. SCIENCE SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

WEA"T:HER BUREAU 

Richmond 1 s . Byrd Field 
Sandston, Va. 23150 

Mr. James E. McDonald 
Senior Physicist 
Univ.ersity of Arizona 
Institute of atmospheric Physics 
~ucson, Arizona 85721 

Oct. 12, 1967 IN l'tEI"I.Y l'tEI'EI't TO : 

(Through: Director, ESSA Weather Bureau Eastern Region Headquarters) 

Dear Sir : 

In reference to your letter of September 19, 1967 we regret to inform yo~ 
that our information concerning ,the incident referred to as in April, 1947 
is very meager. 

There is no entry in our logs or records referring to this incident. This 
occurrence was considerably prior to my own assignment to ~his office, and 
it can be assumed that no official record was made because the incident 
had no meteorological significance. However, Mr. Mincz, to whom this 
sighting~ attributed, is still employed at this office and his brief 
account, as his memory serves him after these many years, is attached for 
your information. 

MR. Mincz has never attached any particular significance to this incident 
since none of us is capable of positively identifying everything we see. 
I believe it can be safely assumed that this was not of a meteorological 
nature nor an ordinary or common astronomical event. It also comes as a 
surprise to Mr. Mincz that this incident is contained in official Air Force 
files since he is positive that he has never previously discussed this with 
anyone outside our official staff, so that the information you previously 
had or attributed to him from any other source would necessarily have been 
indirect information and not from him personally. 

It is regretted that we could not provide you with any more factual infor­
mation. 

JTH/rc 
CC: WBERH, New York 

Yours very truly, 

i I/_ .I 

.. { t,LI/~..ItL -(';~dY, 
Joseph}r~atd~n 

Met~orologist in Charge 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE'SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

WEATHER BUREAU 

Richmond 1 s Byrd Field 
Sandston, Va .• 23150 

Oct. 10, 1967 

Mr. James E. McDonald, Senior Physicist 
The University of Arizona 
Tucson, Arizona 85721 

Thru MIC, Richmond, Va., [I t" 

... 
IN .. IEI"L.Y ,.1:1'1:,. TO : 

(
.-!;I //d !d/t 7 

Regional Director, astern Region Headquarters, 
585 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New Yo.rk 

Dear Sir: 

The following is a report in connect.ion with sighting an object while 
taking a pilot balloon run in 1947. 

My name is Walter Alexander Mincz (name changed from Minczewski). 
My address is 301 North Confederate Ave., Sandston, Virginia. I am 
employed as a Meteorological Technician by the U. S. Weather Bureau 
at Byrd Field, Sandston, Virgtnia. 

As this happened 20 years ago I cannot add much to the information 
contained in your letter of September 19, 1967. As nearly as I 
remember these are the circumstances under which I saw the flying 
object: 

I do not know the date. You gave the month as April. I am not even 
sure if this is correct as no entry was made on the weather forms. 
I do recall, however, that the incident occurred on a clear, bright 
morning. I had been tracking a balloon for a few minutes when· I 
noticed a silver disc appear in the scope. The bottom· was flat and 
the top was slightly dome-shaped. The scope was pointing in about 
a NNE direction at about a 45° angle. I tracked the object for about 
5 seconds as it crossed the scope proceeding on approximately a 
northwesterly course • . I could not se~ it with the naked eye. 

While I made no formal report on this object I did mention it to 
fellow workers. If I recall correctly I had not heard anything 
about 11 flying saucersn or UFO I s ,·.at this time and recounted the 
experience merely as a curious happening. 

P.S. 
Note: The actual theodolite image 

is inverted in relation to 
the apparent image described 
above. 

Very truly yours, 

~G.~ 
Walter A. Mincz 
Meteorological Technician 
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29 April. Tucson, Arizona. (about 1:20 p.m.) 

The following information was given Dr. James McDonald via a phone call on August 3, 1947, 
from a Mrs. E.G. Rawlins. She was 52 at the time of the incident. The other witness in the case 
was a Mrs. William Down. Dr. McDonald detailed Mrs. Rawlins' claims in a letter to Ted 
Bloecher. (See below and on pages 23-24) 

Mr. Ted R. Bloecher 
August 3, 1967 
Page Two 

~ and Number of Objects Seen: Nine small disc- or 
poSSibly saucer-shaped oE)eets and one large object 
of similar shape. All were dull white, non-metallic, 
not highly reflective. 

Estimated Size of Objects: The nine small objects were 
estimateo-Dy Mrs. Rawlins at perhaps 100 ft. in 
diameter. The larger object of the same geometric 
form was estimated to be three to four times as large. 
On querying her, I found no strong basis for those 
size estimates, except that she repeated several 
times that she felt she was a better than average 
judge of distances. I'm not inclined to take that 
opinion as entirely firm, though the total account 
suggested that her size estimates might not be off 
by more than a factor of perhaps t\-/0 or three. 

Description of SightinS: Hrs. R. and Mrs. D. had been 
sun-bathing in the ack yard of the Rawlins home. 
Mrs. R. had stepped inside to prepare the midday 
meal, when she heard Mrs. D. call excitedly to her 
to come quickly to the back yard. On repeated urging, 
Mrs. R. went out and was told by Mrs. D. (who was still 
lying on her back looking up at the sky) to lie down, 
shield her eyes, and look up at the sky. Mrs. R. did 
so and immediately saw what had attracted Mrs. D.'s 
attention. Somewhat north and east of their zenith 
(perhaps 10° or 20° at most, I gathered), Mrs. R. 
spotted an isolated cloud of somewhat unusual nature. 
She described it as very fleecy and yet rather steamy. 
On this point, she was not particularly articulate, 
but she kept repeating that it seemed to be a rather 
odd cloud and was emphatic on the point that it was 
much lower than clouds usually were at that time of 
year. On discussing this with her at some length, I 
gathered that she was probably referring to an alti­
tude ~f perhaps 10,000 ft. (clouds here at that dry 
time of year do not ordinarily have bases much below 
12,000 to 14,000 ft.) She stressed that this was the 
only cl~ud to be seen anywhere in the sky, which 
further indicates its possibly unusual nature. Moving 
around "in Yo-yo fashion" were a number of small disc­
like objects with dull white finish. At times there 
would be two or three, at times more than that. They 
were moving up and down and occasionally sideways and 
would intermittently disappear into or behind 
(i.e., above) the cloud. They were round in plan 
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Mr. Ted R. Bloecher 
August 3, 1967 
Page Three 

23 

form, but they were not spherical, she said. She 
indicated that they felt there might be a slight 
bulge on the under-surface, somewhat like looking 
at the bottom of a shallow bowl or saucer. They 
never tipped or flipped, and since they we·re 
rather near the zenith, they only looked like 
circular discs to the witnesses. 

She estimates that they watched the objects 
"playing around the cloud" for perhaps five to 
seven minutes. The cloud, she indicated, was 
somewhat oblong and was perhaps twenty times 
longer than the diameter of the objects and ten 
times wider than the objects. After awhile, all 
of the objects seemed to disappear above the 
cloud, hidden from sight. Then suddenly the 
large object (several times larger than the small 
objects) emerged from the cloud or from above it 
and moved out east\'lard a bit. Then behind it,/ ~ 
came a formation of four of the little clo~ga~n 
row abreast, followed by three abreast, and then 
two abreast, making a total of nine small discs 
following in an over-all V-formation (point to 
the rear) behind the large object. Mrs. R. said 
that they quite de,fini tely noticed that the forma­
tion of three seemed to be delayed just a bit in 
getting into position, but then, when all were in 
position, the entire array began climbing at 
tremendous acceleration toward the northeast and 
disappeared from sight in what she thought was 
about two or three seconds, definitely not more 
than four seconds. The objects remained with 
their planes horizontal as they climbed out at 
high speed . 

Additional Comments on the Sighting: I asked her if 
she was aware of any other witnesses in Tucson at 
the time. She was not. She had not reported them 
to anyone, nor did she even discuss the unusual 
sighting.wi~l anyone other than Mrs. D. while in 
Tucson. Sne stated that both of them were quite 
sure, at the time, that these were "ours"; that is, 
she felt quite sure that they must have been made 
by the American Air Force and the public had just 
not been told about this new type of aircraft yet • 
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Mr. Ted R. Bloecher 
August 3, 1967 
Page Four 

A few days after this sighting, she went on 
a ten-day visl·t to California, and then, on return­
ing, went with Mrs. D. to Iowa, which was her 
original home. They went there to rejoin their 
husbands at a northern Iowa lake resort, Ok~boji. 
They told their husbands about the sighting, but 
apparently didn't discuss it further until the 
late June news about the Arnold sightings and 
subsequent events. She recalled rather clearly 
when the four of them were playing cards one day 
in midsummer when a news broadcast from Des Moines 
described the sightings of many discs and saucers. 
The announcer (a man named Gross at station WHO, 
now an Iowa Congressman, she said) made the asser­
tion that anybody who saw those things was either 
drunk or crazy. Their husbands immediately accused 
them jokingly of having been drinking, and they 
took this rather testily because they were so sure 
of what they had seen. 

I talked with Mrs. Rawlins this evening for 
about thirty minutes, and regard her recollections 
of the sighting as fairly reliable because she 
emphasized how vivid the entire sighting still 
remained in her mind. Unfortunately, there is no 
possibility of phecking with Mrs. D. because she 
is extremely ill with multiple sclerosis. Neither 
of their husbands are alive today. Mrs. R. has 
remarried and returned to Tucson, where she now 
makes her home. Her address, at present, is 
1837 West Ina Road. Her telephone number here is 
297-3647. She is still quite articulate at 72 and 
gave a rather clear description of most of the 
sighting. Her estimates of altitudes and sizes 
were not too good, but, as we know, that's quite 
typical, unfortunately. She made the understand­
able mistake of identifying her nine objects with 
Arnold's nine, and when I indicated to her that 
the shape described by Arnold was not perfectly 
circula;, she seemed rather surprised. She has 
never reported this sighting through any official 
channels nor apparently to anyone concerned with 
UFOs. It was only her slight misinterpretation of 
the Tims article as a confirmation of her sighting 
that even led her to call me up at the University 
today • 
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May Mechanix Illustrated 's cover story. 

The Navy's Flapjack mystery plane was given good coverage by Mechanix Illustrated. In the 
article about the aircraft was this sentence: "Don't be amazed when one of these days you hear a 
whistling sound from the sky and see a blurred, circular object sailing across the heavens at a 
speed never before attained by man." 

xxxxx 
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5 May. Near Bozeman, Montana. (afternoon) 

Airplane, ball lightning, meteor, or what? (See clipping below) 

/1 "1 9, ( c, 'f '7 

Sh • s ·R T... . ul MI. Duldy mounl11ln, 

' ootmg tar · . oars 0 . A report of the apectacle r~nch· 
ed Bozeman on horseback ond vlo . 

THE BOZEMAN·COURIER, BOZEMAN. MONTANA 

1.,. I 1) • 0 ·. M B IJ li•IOLlhlllllo' l'hOilOI M\ TMIIIIhUI In j 
~ Ill a . \. es. ~t . 11 t. a. y the · Smlth home nelll.hiJorhoud 

hove thll week been ou\ of order 

A T R 
as men worked at repair. Norman ·-·· · · ·· 

S . Wo. . esi·dents Watch' . Taylor;. youth who l!v" at Mrl . 
Smlth'a home, £De$ each day to J 

• • lhu J. D. Mut runch !urUtor down · 
- •

1 
Slulina and searlna throueh the the canyon where he Ia .employed. i =r sky for 30 minutes a celeallal phe- Norman conveyed a' very careful , . 

_______ ;.....___ ! nomenon, meteor or ahoo!lne •tar, and complete account o! what 

S 
· • · • s ' Monday a!tnnoon appeared to Mrs. Smith and her eranddaueh- 1 Cienti. sts ay - two Bridger. canyon realdenu to \er had aeen, to Mra. Mast, who ' 

j tlnally land In the Mt. Baldy area , phoned It to ;t'he Courier. 

F• J SJ w I' · Its appearance durlnt broaa Accordln'J to Indian tradition It 

I 

fIre n {y .as dayllcht, !Ike a broad streak o! wu at the lite ot the Flaming Ar-
Jightnlng,. the 1ound e!!~u re- row ranch that a •trance Indian 

II

: Ball Lightnm• g ported, and Its pusaee throueh malden appeared on the top ot one 
I a cloud and out the other side re- o! the mountain peaka, the day-
co !led to the mind a ot Bridger lleht became darkness, a !lamlne 
cunyun resltlenll the lntllun Jell- arruw uppeured In tho ~ldc1 Mntl , 

: "It Is llkely U1nt the phenom- end {)f the Flaming Arrow ranch, In a lantuage understood by the 
t enon whlch Mrs. Smith wllneased near where the spect•cle occurred. warrlora who were engaged In a 
I wna bnll llKhlnlng," Dr. A. J. M. .· Vayle Smith, !lve - year - old deidly· li'llttJe· at the toot o! the · · 
I Johnson, head ot the physics de- . ilgrnnddau~thler of Mra. Nellie peak, a aweet voice came throu2h 
I purlmnnl AI MontnnA Rlnto collOf!O ~· ~Smith, flrat witnessed the 1lylng the air blddlnt them: "Warrlora- , 
t Rulli WhUII lhu phtliiUIIIUIIUit hutl limly ut fli'lo flh1 hulollttl lu lull t•hll!lrnn of tho Wl'llll\ Sun Rplrll1 : 
1 been explained to him lil't' Jll'lllllinulhl'r who wu 1!1 1111 ah••Hih lhy lmnuhawk• 11111 1111• 
: ' ... house. Mrs. Smith dld not at tlrst airing thy bowl. Shed not the : 

; non has a lon1 history ot reported ' clrl's entreaties to "come out and It detlle the waters o! the Valley ! 

... 

Dr. Johnaon uld the phenomo- ., pay much attention to the little blood ol your brothers here · lest 

obaervances, and In ono InstAnce, --· see," but Jn a moment when ahe of' Flowera below." The Indians . 
. when o boll of tiro trnvolcd alonl{ .. , hMrd " ~trnnl{e aound out of compiled and never again waa .!' 
• a high tenaion wire, hoa been pho- • doors, she went to look. The hour alrl!c known to those pnrla . 

lollrophcd. . . l wa• 3:45 In the afternoon. Late Thl'rsday no additional 
Ball llthlnlng, however, hua

1
1 The SRf!Ctacle transfixed Mra. wllnessea ~d reported seelne or 

never been obaervcd Jn action at ··- Smith and her granddauehter. Iu hearlnl tho 1hootlnc 1 tar. The 
close rAnge. lu etr~ta hovo been ! rate of travel was ama:r.Jngly alow, !act that only two residents wit­
observed by sclcn\ist1. , Striking 1 and as It proceeded ·closer and nessed .. lt II not considered unu•-

1 o dwulllnl( II hua IJurnod 11 hulu / ' cloant· It l(row lurl(ur nml lur11nr uul, lnuamuch u It nil occurred 
, throut:h the wnll, though not ael-rin size ..• Mu. Smith relate• that during broad sunlight In a· very 
· llnw tho houao on tiro, Slrlklnll ) tho head of tho ahoolln!l atnr at sparsely aellled re111on. 
' annd II hoa lleun rupurlod lo lum · 1tlio Ina\ uwourod lu IJt uiJuul tho 
l tho sand to 11lass. 1 size of a house. . · . . . 
: · Dr. Johnson relates that he ob- i -~. It had come Into view !rom the .... ~-· r 

served the phenomenon himself I 1 east, Mra. Smith reports. The rl 
ubout 10 or 12 ycnra aco. A boll I ;Smith home Is 12 miles up Brldg- I and In \hot event the flying physi-

1 ul th·o ruutnluutl In Utu al~y lur ~~ ~ 1or Cllll.\'1111, ouo11l flvo 111111'• bulow ci•l would orlc11l the spot 1111<1 '1 
period ot 15 or 20 mlnulea . . Jt. l'l'he l"i~mln11 Arrow rwnch. 'l'ha : rou~h It uy hun1olJudt. ~1111 u11 luul , I 
wns right a!t't!r 

0 
severe thunder- ) ccle~Ual spectacle · added wlerd- · to observa cloacly who\ tho elrecl• 

nlorm and woa obaorvcd enst o! ;i ... ness to Its performance when It . .•. or the bolt hod been: . , 
Bozeman In the evenlnll . . Dr. 1 lclltl·r~d a lnr11o cloud . Evftn more Armin 1111\ o! lho collcwc phys- J' 

. Johnaon anld ho thouaht tho boll .. .. wlerd was Its exit !rom the other .. lc• · •l<t>nt·lfnon\ auld \hut. wanthor · 
. ~Ida · of the cloud, and Ita proceed- condlllona · nro curronlly lcJeul tori' 

llghtnlnl he uw waa about lhreo lng on Its courae, all the limo ; !JuJJ llehlnlnt, !rom what II known 
or tour rnllea rernoved . . _.He heard ... emlttlnf a . aound very similar, ; ot the phenomenon's apponrnnco. / 
no sound eftecla. lthouth many tlmea matnl!led, to .- ·- - . •· Very dry air, and lhe turbulcnec 

Asked w'llnt caused ball light lthat o! the !lrst aearlng o! a ·beet- ; ol a thunderstorm accompany the •l 
nlnR, Dr. Johnson anld nobody • .., steak when It Is placed In a hot ~ _ . ·-- reported Incidents. II 

I 
knows. A report lrom such eloso . 1 ~trcnRy trylnll pan. . J . Explaining the probable visibll-~ 

1 range and · o! such alze . haa not · 1 From the appearance ot the .. lly ol bnllllghtnlnl(, tho aclenllsts 1 

; come previously to Dr. Johnson's! : .. 1phenomenon Mrs. Smith sal{;! that r.. ..... said It would likely be visible It 
attention. He said he hoped to ,: pt must have b~n revolvlnl at i . ' the aky were somewhat cloudy, · 
be able to stand with Mrs. Smith ·._:jhlgh speed, which would In. part , · but that !or that molter boll light- 1 
at the spot where she observed \he,:' !explain . the lont period ot time r-· '. ninll reporla heretofore hnve dcnlt 
phenomenon, to have hor point · ' · during which lt'waa . vllible, about , . apparenUy, with a mucl1 •1nnllnr I 
out whcro 1\ !untied. · An uviator, 'f- .. j ~O tnlnule• In ull. Ita tlnul . t.lls· . . .. .. __ , domon•trullon. Colllmonly thu hull 
Dr. Johnson SQ!d he would fly lm- ·, :appearance occurred .when the en- llghlnlng appeora to be ubout lho 
mediately over the terrain where ' J. i tire lleht went out and the me.teor , size o! a baseball, and other re-

1 

the ball lightning was belleyed to . r.::1 appe~red to bury ltselt.Jn the side . --·-;- ports have no\ placed the obscrv•r ~ . 
have burled I \sell. Some ertccts ! . "·I . ,.

1 
.. ,. , . . .. .. · . .. . . ns cloae to the demonstration as . 

mlr,ht be observable trom the air, 1 ; . . •' : · :··. l.' • •• . ,, I· • • . •· was Mra. Smllh. · 

... l_c,;~~~ ~ · ~~~: .~:~ :··'.: .. ·.~-~:.-·· :··:· : :,:.-~-~-·-. ---- ~~·--_-·-.· __ :·, _______ _ 
~ ~--·"' T"' ' " '"' I , • .' .. . . 
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17?/21? May. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma . . (between 8:30 and 9:00p.m.) 

A man named Byron Savage was interviewed in late July about an experience that was suppose 
to have taken place in the month ofMay. (See this page and page 28) 

OCU'N/IDS:cp 

0372.4-I 24 July 1947 
·' ··· 

l!EIJOPJJIDUJ.! ro THE SECURITY OYFICAR, OCJJLA, TINKER fiKU). 

SUBJECT: Field Engineer, Iadio Corporation o! 
America, Dal.Lis, Te.xal!. li.eside:1ce: 
Oklahoma City, Oklab~a.) 

RE: rlying Disc. 

On 23 July 1947, •as interrlewed at his residence, 
S • , Okla."'lcxua City, Okl.a.l)=a, .relating to his alleged 

vi=-i.ns of a Gying disc over the vicinity of Qldahro.a City, Olcl&hataa. 

Subject, whose ege is 38, · advised he is 04rried and has one child, 
~~dis presently ~~e holder of a Private ?ilot 1 s License, No.~~ 
( Single ~ngine, La~). Subject averred he has axtensively studied elect~n­
ics, sound engineering a~d aeronautics, and hie present occupation, •hico is 
field Engineer !or Radio Corporation of America, o!ficee o! which are · 
located in Dalue, Texas, is that of installing tileater 3ound equipment. 
~lilt stated that between the da~ 17 Uay to 21 Uay 1947, just after dusk, 
he observed an object which he believed to be a small aircraft in the eouth . 
••• advised that the sun had just gone down and the moon had not arl~n 
o~ the horizon. 4llllt related that he and his wi!e bad just departed 
their resid~ce ~~d had started to enter their car in the driveway at 

~-~--····~Street, Oklahoma C!.ty. He judged Ule tim&-·to be betllfeen 
8:30 p.a:. and 9:00p.m., and the lights fran the city of Okl.bhom.a City 
appeared to be shining on this object when he first saw it. He judged the 
object to be about l6o0 in the south when be first saw it, and as it aoved 
toward him he remarked to hie rl!e that "a big white plane •as coming over. • 

'- ' 

..... stated that when this object wae at e 45° aogl.e from him, he 
realized it wa.e not e conventione.l. type aL-craft, l!.nd it appeared elliptical 
at first and ae it movt~d closer it appeared perfectly round a..r..d •as nat • 
.... ~ advised the object 1 -.chich eppeared to him e.s a disc, had no appearance 
o! being spberlca.l and bad a ratio o! dia.caeter to Ule thickness 1:1! approxi­
m.atel,y 10 to l, appearing thicker in the cente:-, but t.hia coulA not be 
po.sitivaly ascertained. judged the object to be at &n altitude of 
between lO,()(X) and 18,000 !eet, md it le!t no t.Ta.il.i.ng effect.. 
related that it eppeared to be in bulk as big aa the bu.l.k of ai.x B-29e at 
an a.ltitude o! approximately the eame height. advised that the object 
'll!lS in his vision appro.:d..matel.,y 15 to 20 seconds and travelled at a 3peed 
which he jo.d.ged to be appro.:d..ma tely three times that o! jet-pro;>ellad air-craft. 

I 
I 

l 
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.. 
J.lamo to the Security C>t!'icer, OCJ.JI.A, Ti.nkllr field, dtd 7/24/47, l'lle 
3721.-I. 

••• atat.ed that the~ -~ no protruaions on thia object and as 1t 
went by he listened !or a sound o! noise, and at one tLae thought he d1e­
tingui6hed a swishing sound l.ike the rushing o! ~ . Th,l~l:z!:5&.>SO""und 
occur~d a !ew seconds aft.er this object h.ad pa~~ &Terred 
thia aound waa not very loud and did not last vtrry long, and it is very 
possible tbatr-~uld have been hia _i.Jugination or ·~ctation, aa 
he was nci£ B\U"&- - • · ~~ - ~lated that he c.alled his lri!e t.o 
~trje ut it.- had diaappeareci be!ore ahe could .Jo<!tra her eyes on 

~-:~bjeet atat.ep-lhat the ob j ect appeared to di.mi.nish in ahe and 
speed~.-.d:t ~a' a:way, &.Ad it waa •ovi.ng in a c!:i~ction o! 3500 to the 

- nort.h~~ct !o.rther at&ted that t.he obj&et appeu-.<1 t.o be !roaty white 
in CdfrC:ri- at a.ll U. e e • - -

••• advised that he bas held a pi.l.ot 1 s certifie&t-e lri.nce 1934 and 
haa bee.n !lying since 1929. He advised t.bat be would be &1-a.d t.o -.nswer any 
further inquiries and will cooperate in anry way po~ible. ~ stated 
be waa .ure thia object waa not a meteor and in hia opinion it auat be 
rad.ico.ll..y blll.l t and powere-d, probably a t.o.rlc. 

2 

UUWI D. Siu:»: ­
C.I. U. S. A~ 
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19 May. Manitou Springs, Colorado. (12:.15 p.m. -1:15 p.m.) 

This document is from Dr. J. Allen Hynek's personal files: (Also, see page 30) 

"I. Description of incident. 

During their lunch period ( 1215 - 1315) 19 May 194 7 a member of a train ... 
crew called attention to a silver object in the sky approaching from the 
Northeast. It appeared to be traveling at great speed. The object appeared 
extremely small and therefore the altitude could not be estimated. It did ap­
pear higher than the top ofManitou Mountain which is some 1,009 feet high­
er than the city. No definite shape could be determined even with the aid of 
4-6 power binoculars. The men were certain that the object was not a con­
ventional aircraft since it did not have any of the physical characteristics. 
Upon reaching the area just north ofManitou the object remained in the area 
for several minutes during which time it executed maneuvers such as climb­
ing, diving and reversal of flight. This happened ever few seconds. The 
distance and location between views prompted two of the men to think that 
there may have been more ofthe objects in the sky. At times it seemed to 
hover and then it would start on another flight path. When last seen the 
silver object was climbing very fast towards the west almost directly into the 
wind. 

"II. Astonomer ' s [Hynek's] Comment. 

There is no astronomical explanation for this 
incident; the reversal of direction of flight and 
the maneuvers executed by the object preclude 
this. 

The speed is not stated with any exactness, 
but if it was not too great, the object might have 
been a balloon, or aircraft seen under unusual 
conditions, otherwise, there appears to be no 
plausible explanation." ( xx.) 

(xx.) "Manitou Springs, Colora,do - 19 May 1947" 
(Incident #92 BLUE BOOK Files) Dr. J. 
Allen Hynek' s files at CUFOS. Photocopy 
in author's files. 

19 May. Del Salto Observatory, Chile. 

"Remain for a certain time." (See clipping) 

"FLYING SAUCERS 
. ·OVER CHILE" 

SCJ~TIFIC OllSERVERS 
TO WATCH . 

!IANTIAGO, CChlle ), 'July j I. 
FI)IJO,~> i ng reports ol the IUJ'1posrd IP• • 

purenc• · of a flylnr dlse In the \'lclnlty .: 
ot Snnt1 ~&:o, the Sclentlne Department 
ol the ~I Sallo Oburvatory onnoun~d t 

that II had recordt'd the prest'nce ol e· · 
"stran.:t object" I" the sky over Chile 
on May 19, which movf'd slowly throu.:h 
: he lonosphr.re . produrln&: 111 lntervell 
dl~eharcrs ol whlt l ~h smoke. ! 

nu! ennouncf'mrnt added, "'Thll 
strance metror rema ined lor • rerteln 
lime 11nd then ero~sed the horizon at 1 
consldtroble speed, which must hne 
been slm ll ~r to that ot I V. 2, that II 
to any hiRhl'r than 4,800 kilometres. an· 
hour ~~ noo miles an hour) . 

lndlc11tlnR that It mu~t be ol ·an eX• 
tuord lnnry nnturto, lhl! communique 
added : ''The fnct is that lhr~e mettooriles 
wtore ronlinu:~lly ob~rrvl'd In varlou·s . ~ 
re.:lnns In Junr. A~ II Is Impossible to • 
ruch • seltnlilic conclusions at a mo• · .. 
ml'nl't .not ice, the Ol>scrvntory · hu re· 
eommendect over 300 obsHvus lrom 
Arlea to 1\!n~:allanue~ to INIIntaln 1 
~late of niHI lrnrn .July II to 23 ""d ·' 
20 to ln. <lurln.: which prrlo<h the urth · 
ahnuiH crou lml"ortont meteorite tonu." 
-Jieuter. · 

~~~...,..-~ 
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'MANITOU VETS RELATE-STORY 

Another 'bisk! Seen· , . . 
Br !EJtNMD1 ~F,.LtY. 

DenYer Poat Staff Writer. 
MANITOU S P n IN G S, Colo .; 

June :./11.-SI'ven ~mploy~~ of the 
M11nltou 11nrl Pike'~ P~11k r11ll· 
WilY mny hnve ~~en on~ oC the 
my .~ t f' rIo u ~ "whirling rliMk ' ' 
.plane~ IR~l month IJtld h11ve re­
port cd their ~lnJ::"Ular experl~nce 
to Intell igence oCflcer~ oC head­
q u11 rter:; , FHteen th air force. 

On n cloudle~~ day at noon, 
wh l lP. t hey were · e11tlng lunch 
11t th't> rlliiWIIY shop~ In uppt>r 
MAn itou Spring~ . tht>y ohst>rved 
tht> mRncuvt>rlng of a 11clntllla~&. 
In~ ohjt>ct .!lo high that even a 
p11lr of tleln gln~se11 !alled t• 

- ~rln~: It within r11nge, . . ' 
Th~ ~tr11ng1! object . Wall !lr11t 

ob!lrn·ed by Ten Weigand, vet• 
ernn ml'rhnnlc. Welgl\nd 8ald he 
W/1!1 watch ing the 11lde oC a nell~ 
by h il l for rl~t"r when he saw thN 
llh l n l n~ . scln't lllnt lng object hlg. 
Jn t he xk y. tt.!e cou ld not makl'l 
out lt!l s hate but followed I~ 
gy rati o n~ c cnrly for a full llf­
te~n rn lnut ll hl'forc he final!,. 
~:nlled IItle 1tlon o! hl11 fello~ . 
workmen . · 
CLEAR ACC UNT CIVEK. , . 

From thl , point a clear. a~ 
count of t~e 11trange object . lf 
given by a :.!6-yenr-old ex-Sel!)1 
het> , D<>nn .. Hauser, a machln).j 
)at for the rallwl\y. . 

Hau!lenn rl he would not' com: 
mit hlm~el( thl\t the object wall 
a plane. I · mlrht have been 
w ind-horne, he said . But It ·Was 
mlrlrlay., no breath .ot wln1 waa . 

~ t lrr lnr. and tt.Er ~ wat no c: .;ud 
In 1he •ky. . 

"It wa11 about 'th irty-five rlt>· 
giee!l nbove the i true hor izon ," 
he 1111 ld. "1 watched It for be­
tween f l lteen and twenty, min­
utes. It movE.'d In a !ltrlllght 'line 
In a generally ,...esterly dire-c­
tion and then began .to mo,·e 
erra ti c ally in wide circle.,. 

" All th l!l time It ' reOE.'ctE.'d 
light' like metal, but Jn,termlt­
tently, 1\!1 though the 11ngle oC 
reflection might be changing 
from time to time. 
BINOCULARS USED. 

"I c~tild not get any Idea of lt!l 
11h11pt>, We brought out a good 
pair o( four- or ~lx-powtr liPid 
gla~~e~, and I looked at lt. The 
.rla1111es did not brinK It any 
clo~er. 

1'Wh at e\·er It wa11 , It fl n nl I y 
d l ~11ppenr~d tra\'el lng In a 
stra ight li ne In the west-north­
Wt'11t In the clear blue sky." 

The ohject · mane no ~ound 
thnt ·could be htnrci, llaU!It'r 
u l d. Th<>re wa~ no no i ~e within 
the ~hop. A ·slight hum came 

· 1rortt the M,anltou Spring~ hrdro­
. ~l~trlc ·,.~.lint ' st'venty~CJve . teet 
,; nortll)tnd· the only other sound 
·' was the ripple oC. w11ter In • 
· mountnln stream forty !eet 
!lOUth. ' . ' 

Marlon Hillhouse, Another rna­
. chlnlst and war vetel'l'ln, v~rl­

fled Hau11er 's account ol the 
strange object, 

------··- -----·--- ----- -

De rJ ~ '?o5 1 

JvrJ e. 28 /SL.f7 
I 

P . 
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June. Sodra Hammarby, Stockholm, Sweden. (before noon) 

Flying lipstick-tube executes 90-degree turn. 

This is a report collected by UFO researcher Clas Svahn. Jan Aldrich obtained the infor­
mation for his 1947 project. The witness was 24-year-old John Elfstrom who was visiting some 
friends who were apparently employed at a construction site on Hassleholmsvagen. Elfstrom 
told Svahn: 

"It could have been before noon,. since the sun was w.here the Nacka radio 
towers are situated. I was standing on the platform of a small building crane. I 
saw the object over Skarpnack (to the south). I spotted reflections from it. With­
out them I would never have discovered it. I saw reflections several times .. .I 
saw the object coming from Danvikstull and saw it execute a sharp turn, 90 de­
grees, directly. 

"I wouldn't have bothered about it if it wasn't for that sharp tum. Then I 
saw the shape. It continued at a slower pace and then it took up a great speed, 
and whoosh, it sort ofrushed away. I had it right in front of me and the sky was 
clear. But in the direction ofthe Nacka radio towers, where it went, there were 
clouds so I couldn't see it any more. I saw it for quite a while, but it went very 
fast. It made a sharp turn and then I called out for the other guys. 'Look!' I cried 

out. This was something new, I had never seen a plane tum in such a fashion be­
fore." (xx.) 

(xx.) "1947 Reports from Sweden and Scandinavia." Compiled and Translated by 
Anders Liljegren. Archives for UFO Research (AFU). Telephone interview by 
Clas Svahn, January 31, 1995; UFO-Sweden questionaire, signed December 20, 
1994. Project 1947: A Preliminqry Report. p.131. 

Svahn questions Elfstrom: 

"CS: 'Did the others have time to see. it?' 
JE: 'No, they never spotted it. It went too fast.' 

CS: 'What did the object look like?' 
JE: 'It was about like a lipstick when it is in the tube. Golden-glistening it was.' 

CS: 'Was it shaped like such a tube?' 
JE: 'Yes. It was s4llply a tube, no point or so [sic]. It was a tube that came in 

in the air. It increased speed from slow to an unbelievable acceleration.' 

CS: 'Was it the same in the back as in the front?' 
JE: 'Yes, it was the same in the back. Ofthis I am sure. It was like a cylinder.' 

CS: 'In what direction did you see it?' · 
JE: 'Between Skarpnack and the Nacka towers. First it cam over Skarpnack 

(in the south) and traversed the heavens towards the Nacka towers (in the 
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east). It disappeared into the clouds. 

CS: 'How would you describe the size of the object compared to a known ob­
ject?' 

JE: 'As like a plane going at 10,000 meters [altitude?], one of those four­
engined passenger planes."' (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid, pp.131-t"32. 

Svahn concludes with these remarks: "It was a clear and fine day. The witness estimates the 
duration ofthe sighting to be about one minute. No sound was heard." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid, p.132. 

June. Vincent H. Gaddis' "Visitors from the Void'~ article. 

Gaddis wrote this early in the year and it appeared on the newsstands in the June issue of Ray 
Palmer's sci-fi magazine Amazing Stories. (See pages ?3-35) 

6 June. Bombay, India. (about 9:00p.m.) 

"The Bombay Phenomena." (See clippings on page 36) 

12 June. Weiser, Idaho. (about 6:15p.m.) 

"Shooting up and down." 

According to Air Force BLUE BOOK files: 

"On the evening of June 12 about 6:15, a neighbor and I returning home from 
another neighbors, glanced into the sky toward the West, and saw what we thought 
was smoke from an airplane. She mentioned that she had never seen that before, 
so we stopped to look and listen, thinking we would see the plane. But there was 
no sound, so we kept looking until we saw a tiny object from which the vapor was 
emitting. It was so far away we could not determine the size or even the shape. 
Its only identity was a glisten in the sun. We had watched this one for a few sec­
onds, when from the general direction of the sun, another object shot into the sky. 
It followed the general direction ofthe first, shooting up and down before settling 
to a south-easterly course across the sky, where we followed them until they were 
only a glisten and the vapor could no longer be seen. After the objects were gone, 
we continued to look and to watch the vapor that had been left which now looked 
like clouds but kept a shape, and this shape seemed to glide across the sky to the 
east where there was a black streak leading to the horizon. The vapor stayed in the 
sky for over an hour." (xx.) 

(xx.) U.S. Air Force BLUE BOOK files. Reel #1. Incident #24 . 
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VISITORS ~om the 
* By VINCENT H. GADDIS . . ,;~. ·. ,, 

.... 1 4~ ·t. 

T HERE have been signs, symbols and ob- Brunswick, N. J ; Observen said that .lf;t; ~oton 
jects In the skies of earth described as were silent and that its lights were bllnklng-.. when 
snakes, swords, lights and rockets. Slow- it disappeared behind -the wooded hllla.i_.-:;Tt.Die of . 

moving so-called meteors have zig-zagged their the observation was close .to midnig~\. - ~~~pln 
way above the clouds, and stratospheric explosions the state police made an un.succ:esafuL:td!•:l~~ 
have rocked the land below. Mysterious rays again all planes throughout tht eukwe'!.:·~: 
steppe(! airplane motors over the world's largest counted for. · · · · >'::J~·M,.a.,~ · 
city as unidentified phantom planes puzzled the These three reports were collected~ -~m'/~' · . · .< ·. ·:· 
war departments of four nations. Ships and men New York Times by David Markham, ·& :member c. · ; )_' .' 
were observed to drop from the heavens in isolated of the Fortean Society. According ~to ·r.'fl!any. · · 
areas only to vanish . Thayer, secretary of the Fortean Sodefy;-•. Mr. 

This is the startling story of bewildering events Markham, who ha~ been collecting mat4!rf41' -ori 
that have occurred In the last few years . What maritime vanlshmenta, hu reached c:ertaln ·-qll&li-
relationship, 11 any, exists between these varied conclusions whlch he ha.t'uked him to willlllold 
report.? Who or what lies behind them? temporarily tJJ possibly too dimtlr.ous to mtJ.te 

From Point Pleasant, W. Va., on Oct. 11, 1931, publk, ·My.• article "Sriin&a,~ta- ·of the. Sea" 
came the report that a blimp or dirigible was ob- presents tbe type . of.m.&~(~ •to. " . ... 
served to have plunged to the earth In flames, ·men ·. . Oddly · enough; < theae .~rta.'of.men or ainhipt 
leaping lrom It in parachutes as it fell. There dropping · to .eartli• an(~ tmthout a trace 
were many witnesses who stated that the crash are not unique:·· The''orfglrial . ~rcla , of the late 
had occurred in the hills south of the city. 'Ob- Charles Fort contain several almllar accounts. How 
servers at Gallipolis Ferry reported that the bUmp·. · ma.ny more :Ue ·buried·in the.Alu of:obscure new$­
had crossed the Ohio River and It had fallen while ·. ·. papers we :'Ci.n "'nl)r: g'u~. :;: 
one man was watching It through field : gluses.i~ ' -~'' ' / .:: i'.~('\:; .·> •~•;.::(;;t~·.,,; ... ,~'. ~·· · 
Described as being between a hundred 'and on·e . · · ()NE year :after the'• NewiBrunawick report a 
hundred ·and fifty feet long, It was at ari altitude .·.;·. · .. ' . mysterJOu~ .. pWte' appeueCl over New York 
of three hundred feet when It burat. Wblte · ob~ . City. On.'. 'Dec·. · 26; f933, ·' the metropolis wu 
jects, believed to have been parachutes, fell with it. · blotted. out from above by,· .a anowatorm. The 

Searching parties were organized. Nearby air- first telephone call to pollee beadquarten was 
ports sent planes to lW!ist in the aU-day search. made at 9 :30 a. m. and then the reports steadily 
Officials at Akron, Ohio, announced tha,t all naval increased. The plane could not be seen, hut Ita 
blimps were safe in their hangars. And despite progress wu followed by the sound ·of ita motor. 
the extensive aearch and far-flung inquiries, not Apparently the pilot was wandering blindly above 
a single clue was turned up. The mystery re- · the snow-shrouded towers of Manhattan In circles 
mains-concealed somewhere in the West Virginia unable to find a place to land. 
hills the solution to this puzzle is sill! a secret. In the hope that the pilot had a short-wave 

Then, slightly less than two months later, came receiver, the National Broadcasting Company tried 
a report from Hammonton , N. J . On Dec. 5, to contact him. All airports were notified. 
late In afternoon, an aviator was observed· to Beacons and searchlights were lit. A ceiling of 
fall in a parachute into the Folsom Swamp, one five hundred feet wu reported at the Newark Air-

. of the densest sections of bog and woodland in tbe port. As the hours lengthened the ceilln1 ro~e, 
southern part of the state, south of the city. Ad- but the reports continued to flow ln. Residents 
dltlonal reports of witnesses came from Wey- of Jersey City and the Bronx announced ·hearing 
mouth, a village on the other side of the swamp. the .motcif. By the middle of the afternoon, 
Dropping fro!ll a high altitude, no plane had when the reports finally ceased, the visibility was 
been observed or heard. set at a mile and the pilot could eully have la.nded 

Led by state police, five local fire companies at ports in New Jersey or Long Island, but aD air 
and witnesses, a small army of volunteers searched fields In the Metropolitan area reported that there 
the swamp all night and all the next day. Air- had been no f!yjng during' the day and no stray 
ports throughout the eastern part of the country plane had appeared. 
reported that all pla~ Wet:e account~ for. The At this time a phantom plane WU appearin1 
long search was fruitless, hut it was added that over the Scandinavian countries. The first dl$-
the swamp contains areu never penetrated j:>efore patch was released at Stockholm on Dec. 31, 1933, 
except by Indians. and It announced that Swedish army aviators had 

A year later, on Dec: 29, 1932, it was reported been ordered to chue a mysterious plane wbkh 
that a large tri-motored airpl!U'e had been fO'rced had been sighted for .aeveral weekJ o:ver Lapland. 
down in the woodlands ei&ht miles west of New Bued, it was believed, somewhere in the moun-

169 
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160 ,4.MAZING STORIES · 

tains, it hu been makin& night flights, and had Lou Wedemar, it was announced that' pilots had 
recently been heard flying toward Norway during asked the Department of Commerce to investigate 

heavy snowstorm. a supposed radio ray which was stopping tho 
dispatch from the aame city on Jan. motors of planes flying over the city . The planes 

stated that the "ghost plane" had been while flying over the ceQtral part of Manhattan 
over Westerbotten In northern Sweden, had experienced puzzling engine trouble . In aero-
tpe Swedi.UI alrforce had already lost nautical circles the belief had spread that some 

~qS,.IIrJIIi.l~~ In efforts to locate the base of the sort of abort-wave had been developed by an un-
-.;ii;;'i;~;;l~Ad party of four men who had been known u:perimenter which affected the motora at 
u: search along the Norwegi&n bo.r- which it wu aimed. 

Moton went suddenly dead without apparent 
CUSpat.cllo~ followed from Hdaingfon and reuou, and careful examination by expert me-

SUI<kl:aol.ll~ . wu speculation that the planes chanica · falled to reveal t.J\Y reason for . the phe-
flyers ma.king test flighta to arctic nomeuou. several disasters had almost occurred 

exploring a new air route from u tho !'magnetism" did not pass off for some 
. R~ to the Atlantic. Soviet authoritlea denied · time, and the planes had to be brought down to 
"that any of their planes wue over the arta. •. -. , tmetplley landJn&s. One example cited was the 

, . : .• 0,n. Fep. 3 a Hclsingfors . disp.tch ~o~ ;, · near-~ter of · a cabin plane piloted by Michael 
. ·. that:: ~COIItlllued ni&ht ~ts over 'NorthUD 'Fjll· · · Stupelll which was forced to land in the East 
,. ~Sweden and Norway by so-c'alkd ahO.t avi&- River w4ll• carryin& three passengers. 

· ·. ton which have cauaed such appnheualon here • · This report, too, Ia not unique. In October, 
u to . prompt the general staff to organhe recon- 1930, forty automobiles were stalled for an hour 
noiterlng on a wide scale by army planes all over on the road between Rlesa and Wunen in C.,r-
Northern Finland sUII remain a deep mystery.'~ many, All motors mysteriously stopped. But 
Although there were a lar&e number of eyewit- ear~, in the summer of 19ZJ, and south of this 
nesses, the plane could not be identified. road In Saxony, Germany, French aviators re-

Tbe report added that mysterious lia;hts over ported the )DYsterious . atopplng of motors near 
Helsingfon and Viborg had caused alarm, and Furth whlle they were flying from Strubourg to 
that the large unidentified plane had been oighted Pra&ue. It was believed that a German experi-
over eastern Finland when aviation expert. slated menter wu practicing on French airplanes with 
" that tbe mysterious flyers show exceptional skill, newly-discovered rays. If so, his secret was never 
undoubteclly superior to that of northern Euro- used In the late war.• 
pean aviators." The appearance of a mystery 
plane, the fust, over J-ondon is referred to in this QN THE night of Nov . 24, 1935, a "flaming 
dispatch, and it has been pointed out that this word" wu observed in the heavens 'between 
group of reports stopped about the ~e of ,t.b.e Palestine and Dallas, Texas. Dr. J. D . Boon, pro-
Inferior conjunction of Venus (Feb. -~,1~);_: fessor of astrophysla at Southern Methodist Uni-

But In March, 1935, an object describld u veralty, stated that no comet or stellar phenome-
"a large shining form resembling a cigantic 1nake, non of any kind had been scheduled to appear. 
wrigcling forth in the northwestern sky" appeared One witness, a newspaper editor, described the 
for half an hour In the early evening over southern appearance as "a narrow, bright shaft of light, 
Norway and Denmark. As observed at Grimatad absolutely stationary and vertical, an exact replica 
by a correspondent for the Tidens r,,,. (Norway), of a sword.'' 
it had four or live curvu marked off by ahadowo, In February, 1936, the ''phantom li&ht of Ring-
and was In a vertical position with its "head" old" (near Pasco, Wash.) was reported. It was 
down toward the earth. The vision wu dear. a mysterious light, drifting widely and often along 
There were no clouds, and it wu very brilliant. populated highwaya where it had caused motorists 
The Stavanger tt/141fbl4d for March Z6 published Ul drive Into ditches, and many citizens of high 
a complete description of tho appearance and , .. repute had sworn to it. authenticity . It vanished 
sketches of it made by the artist Naeshelm . w~ ' ·' ·when approached, and all effort. to lind a plaus-
wu a witness. . . ,.;:;,:,' ible expl&nation resulted in failure. ,,,. • · &_ 

A similar object appeared three ~ over the A a;host scare in a mine near Bishop, Vau, wu ;, V 
city of Crus Alta, Braxll; twice in December, reported in dispatches of Jan. 18, 1937. OffiC..U·of 
!935, and again In July, 19,-t~On its last ap- the Pochahontas Fuel Company, owners of N~.i34 
pearance the "snake" had its.:,."ii!ead" toward the Mine, were tryin& to lay the scare that had duied 
earth , the head appearing u a ball of fire, In , .. 

· · · ht b dAd th t th r rts • Thia iJ not true. Your editor has .an eye-witnets ~ac .. 
passmg lt mtg e a ae a ere wee repo count of six B·1 7s cruhinf_j, the Siegfried Line, corn· 
of "swords" and ucofins" in the s.ky over the inr down without a abot be~ fired, aU of them eraahinr 

Polish.C.,rman border In 193 7, but details regard- ~~due~t 0~:. ·~~~~~r;:~"~v~r th~onA~e~~~o;~;i!~ ~lU! 
ing these reports are not available to the writer news reporter, but did ·not appear in any paper of tbe 
at thia time. :io~!do~:~!~o:~n~~·:i:.ba\th~k;~jyo~:::U::d i:h~i~: 

Then c.une the mystery ray stopping airplane ~i;:t:;:: ~r!o:~PO:t~eg.!~~~rht!ri~t:.IOh:~t ~~n~:d 
mqtors over New York City . In a Universal tb&t tbey knew of such •Jl ~ition·atoppini ray_, or of the 
Service dispdtch dated May, l4, 1935, written by pl&u c:nabeo 1Mf>tl<oood.-Jto . 
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more than a hundred miners to desert tlie piU. 
The mine wu believed haunted. For aeveral 
months there had been reports of mysterious 
moans, shrieks, slamming of doors, and a phantom 
form that followed the men. 

On the night of July 20, 193 7; a mysterious 
plane was observed hovering over the' Hendon 
Aerodrome and the heart of London. There were 
many witn~s. The Air Ministry was puzuled, 
and its invesliiation was fruitless . Two ni&hts 
later the British steamer Ranee, while SOO miles 
off Cape Race, slahted a "mysterious plane" fiyil\i 
eastward. No trans-Atlantic flights were beil\i 
made at · the time. No planes had been reported 
IIUS&lng. According to the crew of the ve$SOl, 
two "navigation li&hts" were vUible on the craft. 

Mysterious bTue flashes appeared in the southern 
sky of Sussex, England, on the evening of Oct. 2, 
1938. These flashes were followed by a "sudden 
rift in the sky where a most beautifful blue-green 
radiance shone. Through this there appeared to 
drop a fiery body, vivid and lovely, which dis­
appeared in a second. After this there was only 
one faint flash ." 

In December, 1939, another sky visitation came 
to Finland. According to the Finnish Evan{fl41t.~ 
Viltnesbord, the phenomenon took place close to 
midnight. It lasted for about a half hour. Be­
sinning as a ball of lire which grew larger, the 
appearance chana;ed from a red to a brilliant white 
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color as sudden rays from the eastern and western .·· 
horizons merged. As the l.iiht spread, a ~. 

object, resembling a huae human-like ~u'''•-''~"''"~'~~~~ 
peared for a few momenu at the po)llt 
rays merged. Then, slowly, the vision faded 
the nia:ht leaving the spectatOr$ slleni anCl · 

:" . ·wildered. ·' ' ; ' · 
A large light with a 

was observed in 
It was visible for 
ported that the 
the shape of a 

On Mi.y 10, 
strance !lih t In 
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of residenti had ' of a · mysterious aircraft in the 
moving up and from Vaesterbotton, 
sometimes almost in ·a Its shape resembled 
the northeastern sky at Anlnr<>rllnatel•v' of a bird. It moved at great speed going 
degree angle, vUible In the· early '·over the city at about 10,000 feet altitude. 

June 2 7, 1944-Brill,iant red it was a plane, It was one the like of which 
over Cass County, Ind. A tness. l~fl~r&l:~~i.' Swei:lish General Staff never had seen before." 
stated that It Bashed across the , · ··< Late In the afternoon of Nov. 29, 194S, a flaming 
the telephone wires. Bri&ht. &retn / object exploded and then transformed iUelf Into 
red sparks. But this object was ' ·a ball of fire over Modesto, Calif. It was visible . 
forerunner for the real puzzler ·.that tbroua;hout the San Francisco area, and was ob-
than two months later; · ; served moving away northeast at a speed of abou t 

It came in P'e early mbJllln& hours of Au,UJt 18, 800 milu per, hour at an apparent low altitude. 
and so amazing were the vatkd reporu .'of ' Ita · But before we decide that is was merely a freak 
appearance that astrono10erlln 'Chicaa;o saict'that m,teor, we must 1.dd that according to the Oak­
it was "man-~ade." ' The 1.pp&rent ball of Are . land Tribun• "It was reported sighted in western 
was visible above . eastern ' lllinol.s, Indiana and Nevada a full n~ boun after it was first sighted 
western .Ohio . .All· the reports are conflicting, and at Oakland." 
rumors of robot bombJ, explosions and plane No, meteors do not linger or hover in the skies 
crashts followed in· in ·trail. War plants were of earth, nor do they resemble rockets or airplanes. 

,'\ 

· i.·. · 

,f 
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-r H~ pc9 M~P"T-Y 

CJ-f ~e N L <:__L ~ {:vJ l::::-t: ·A_) 

----~=---~-------------

, __ OUR _ READERS' 
.v~ws 

\Vas It A Comet? 
Slr,-Being very much 1nteres~d 1n 

Astron•)my, r ' am 9.Tlt!::.g this letter 
LO desCrlbe tha Cr!Ul!!.nt ph~nomenOD 
which myself s.nd some friends saw 
on Frld:ly, 6th instant at 9 p. m. 

Il was a brilliant· star with a. .fair­
ly long trail like a comet's tall. The 
:star appeared in the Western sky 
about 35 deg-rees above the horizon, 
and tra9-elled northwards. It ·was visi­
ble !or nearly :::a second.5. Twice It 
passed though small cloud.5 and re­
appeared .to continue It_, journey. 

The star wu s~n by me !rom my 
house at Versova. The time waa 9-2 
p. m. In my clock. Other clt!7.ens o! 
Bombay, especially near the beach. 
must have seen this unusual pheno­
menon also. 

We . hope the .. Government Obser-
raton• at Bombay 'ilt'lll throw some 
·light on this astronomica1 e.:tperlence 
of the city. It was !ar too high to · 
be a fireworks. display. 

BEHRAM MEHTA . 

"7("""" .s " .J' T-v Jl / tt. 

-.;::r..,~ 9, l"f'i? 

DAZZLING "COMET'' 

SEEN IN SKY 

Bombay Phenomenon 

A ''blu~h brilliant star with a 
tall'' wa.a 11een moving acroes the 
Rkle~ by 11everal per&<ml! In Bombay 
about 9 p.m. on Friday. The da~zl· 
lng object which wa~ clearly seen by 
scores of. people at Bandra an<l 
.Chembur. was visible for jilllt over o 
minute. \ 

One o( the obs~rvers told 1'M 'F~m,.8 
of Jndta : "About 9 p.m'. I aaw a ·mta· 
~lie' emitting blue aJJd . red tight ttytng· 
trom north-welt towards the east, 11eve .... 
ral tim~• hidden by monaoonlsh ctouela. 
After about 1~ minutes, I 11aw a 11lml· 
Jar 'missile' emitting blue light, rtgr,t 
In l.he ~aat, which disappeared Imme­
diately . Tho latter was round . m 
shape, whereas the t1rs1> o~ waa or Pl­
mllar shape but accompanied by 11ev~ral 
smaller-sized one11. The 'ml1111le• was det1 
nltely going down becauee the aecone1 
one waa seen aa I! dropping !rom the 
cloud11. When I saw the object, 11 
wa.s at a heli'h- or about 1.~ teet." 

A Kolaba. r~11ldent sa.ld that an ot>· 
ject which he noticed movtng acrou 
the aklel! on Frld.ay ni-ght displayed 
a nwnMr or beautiful colours "lt 
wu seen to allo.r-t aomewhere ~ bove 
the Island o! Khanderl and move tO · 
wa.rd.e Bombay. DW"lng the eartter 
part o! lt8 travel, the bcxly was at­
most round In shape with a 11hort 
aha.rp-poln~d . tall. Le.ter, however: 
the tall developed and wu seen v•tl h 
a few Independent, amall luminous 
bodlu. 

lt. Ia rrot yet known whether the ob­
ject Willi, a comet or a ahoo1ing atar. 

SEEN AT DAHANU 
Dahan a: An unuaual phenomenon 

was noticed last night when a btg 
comet w1th alx 1r1r.all sta.ra waa aeeo 
travelling from south-west to eut In 
the sky !or about 1~ mlnutu ahlntnz 
very highly . 
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13 June. Between Fleure and Nieui, France. (11 :30 p.m.) 

Cigar-shaped object. 

Our source states: 

"M. Bellot during a storm saw an orange cigar-shaped object about 5-6 
meters long, with a very bright halo which lighted the area. It landed about 
1 00 meters away and stayed there for about five minutes before taking off and 
disappearing. M. Bellot experienced no effects after the ~ighting." (xx.) 

(xx.) Dominique Weinstein, Perry Petrakis, and Jean Sider. "1947 UFO Cases From 
France." Project 1947: A Preliminary Report. p.162 . 

"14? June. Valley City, North Dakota. (about 9:00p.m.) 

"Red ball." 

Hjaimer Lokken, fireman at the State Teachers' College power plant, reported a strange event 
to his boss, W.J. "Bill" Carroll. Later Mr. Carroll told the story to the local newspaper: 

"'Mr. Lokken came to me the next morning,' Carroll reported, and said, 
'Bill I saw a strange thing last night. I was sitting on the west side of the 
plant, about 9 o'clock, and something that look like a ball, bright red in color, 
went shooting past. It was about the height of the flagpole on the college ... 
[high? Word not clear] building from the ground approximately 65 feet. I 
jumped up to get a better look but it was gone. It was traveling west at a terrific 
speed.' . 

"Superintendent Carroll said he questioned Lokken, suggested it might 
have been an airplane light. Lokken insisted it was not a plane light, but a 
round object about 16 inches in diameter. 

" 'This man does not have hallucinations,' Carroll continued. "He didn't 
have spots before his eyes. I know him well enough to believe he actually saw 
it." (xx.) 

(xx.) Valley City, North Dakota. Times-Record. 9 July 47. 

15 June. Lansing, Michigan. (9:30p.m.) 

According to the local newspaper: 

"Harry Von Riper was alerted by his landlady, Mrs. Letta Loree, and watched 
"balls of fire' jump in and out among the clouds 'like clay pigeons' for about ten 
minutes. He tired of watching and returned to the house and did not see them again." 
(xx.) 

(xx.) Lansing, Michigan. State Journal. 6 July 47. p.l. Project 1947: A Preliminary 
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Report. p.64. 

23 June. Bridgeport, Nebraska. (about 4:00p.m.) 

According to a newspaper story: 

"Confirmation by neighbors to whom she reported seeing the 'flying discs,' now 
causing nationwide controversy, as early as June 23, may credit Mrs. Hanna Smith of 
route one as being one ofthe first, if not the first in the nation to witness the Pheno­
mena. 

"An interview in Tuesday's Scottsbluff Star-Herald reports in detail Mrs. Smith's 
experience at about 4:00p.m. of that day, when noticing her chickens running for 
cover, she scanned the sky for possible hawks and witnessed 'two flat, platter-shaped 
objects' soaring from northwest to southeast at a height 'of about two miles.' 

"Mrs. Smith immediately called her daughter-in-law, Mrs. Earl Smith, but before 
she arrived the discs had disappeared in the sky down the valley. Mrs. Smith described 
them as being flat, and dipping occasionally, reflecting the rays ofthe sun. Visibility 
was good that day, and Mrs. Smith's eyesight is confrrmed as being excellent, better 
than average for a much younger person. She admits her age as being 75. 

"Fearing ridicule, Mrs. Smith did not report seeing the discs, except to discuss it 
with neighbors in the hope that others had also witnessed them. After the same thing 
had been seen in other parts of the county, she revealed the occurrence of June 23." 
(xx.) 

(xx.) Bridgeport, Nebraska. Bridgeport News-Blade. 10 July 47. 

23 June. Wapakontea, Ohio. (about 9:30p.m.) 

"And it wasn't a "Man from Mars' movie either." 

Richard L. Bitters, editor of the Wapakoneta, Ohio, Daily News, got scooped on one of the 
biggest news stories ofthe year: 

"'I didn't wake up,' he writes, 'until I got to looking at the United Press news 
report on the story over the week-end.' 

"Bitters saw his saucer as he and his wife were returning from a movie about 
9:30 p.m. 'And it wasn't a "Man from Mars" movie, either,' he asserted. 

"He said his saucers matched those of most reports across the nation, 'flying 
an uneven course in the sk.y and weaving in and out ofview'." (xx.) 

(xx.) Columbus, Ohio. Citizen. 7 July 47. p.l. 

23 June. "Martians may have been here already." 

Speculations by a Yale professor during a radio broadcast on the subject: "The Rocket; a Tool 
For Exploring the Universe." (See clipping on page 39) 
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MAR=;~~ 
Yale · ·?rofeuot:'Sfta ~. int.;..l 

planetary Trayel ~Few ; · 
DecadM · · ·-.::'::;.:· ~ 

By Wlllllm o: Clarll · : · ·, 
United PrtN St.alf Corrupondd\l 
N- 'ij,avm, ' . June · :13-(\Jp).;.... · 

Tilt man from Man. llkt the ~ 
man, already may havt : ~miUI; 
but Dr. l.yman Spltur, Jr~ a.aaod· 
ate · profeaaor ot. · utroph~ ~ · llil 
Y•lt UnJvenlt)', collldA'~, V~ell fo. 
u.(a ' toda)L . . . . . ,. • . • ' ..•.. : ·: 
. Hi dl4 '.beU.W,' llow.V~. · ·&AI~ 

It II~ Ofl Mara "4kveloi*S · & !HUt 
.. rlltr Ulan on tartb, n: lc ~~~· 
Lllat the MartiAN 11\17· have btftl 
CI'VIIbtd I~ m11Uona ot )'ean, N 
co'm111rtd to o~W tholl.l&ll4a. . 1A 
auch cut, their tdtnUAc knoW• 
led1e ·would, ol courw, ~ tnOI~ ·• 
moualy 1reater than oun." · 

With a h"d atart of a rn.llllol\ 
Y"" or .a thtl unhlln1a, ·or. 
1\~llur aald It wu "puhape poe. 
olblt" thel tht Marllana alrt&d¥ 
hl\'e vlolltd thla planet. 

"'II lhla Ia Lht uw," ht aald, 
"'and unltaa they had apent eomt 
llmt In a lar11 c&\y or had landc'CI 
""llkltnlly "ctntly, to be photo­
J(raphc'CI, we would have no record 
of lhtlr havln1 betn hft"o," 

Furthtrmort, conllnuc'CI tht ar,l· 
entiat, "'any few mtn who had oun 
lhtm would probably not be btlltv• 
td by anyon• tlat! ' 

From what ecltnct know, · 111 
Maro, and with lntft"plantlary trav• 
tl "probably only a ftw dtcadtt 
away,"' Or. Spltur aa ld that "wt 

I may ht apprrya<'hlnl tht moat mo• 
n&tntoua tvtnl In clvlllud hlatory" 1 

&I lnttlll~ttnt lift rully talala 11n j 
tht' ~lantt. 

'"Tilt Impact whlrh our Euro-1 
~ton dvlllzallnn hAd ·on tht Afrl• 
can naUnno and on tht Sou&h Su i 
lalanda ml.ht ll'tm trivial lndttd 
comtoartd vd lh lht lm~arl on urth 
ot a clviii&AIIon mllllont Q( ytara 
oldtr thAn oura." 1 

Or. Splu•r'a oha~rvallona were I 1Conllnut4--;,;ract F IHI I 
- ... -~·~ .. ~··-· .-.-..--~·""•'""J .... 

The Willimatic, 
Connecticut 
Chronicle. 
24 July 47. p.l. 
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The ET hypothesis. 

Not many persons in the summer of 
194 7 seriously believed in the existence 
ofMartians and space travel. 

Few people paid any attention to the 
Yale professor' s remark that: " .. . we may 
be approaching the most momentous 
event jn civilized history." Charles Fort 
inl919 would have fo und no problem 
with the idea, nor would his disciples, 
but his disciples, at least the most in­
fluential ones, were science fiction 
writers. 

An aircraft break ing the sound barrier 
was the limit of thinking for the vast 
majority of Americans. 

MARTIANS MAY HAVE_ I 
BFI.N HERE ALREADY 

IConllnutd ~Firat I' ace) · 

modo durlnlf a bra.dcut on '"Mit 
llMktl : a Tool toe Eaplorln1 Ulo ' 
Vn lvtrot ." 

Ho uld that "within .. vtn dt• 
raM•" II •hould bt poootlb lo to 
bullet · an atomic rocket capable of 
uuplnlf the tarlh'a ~ravllattonal 
pull and thot lcltntl.U hope lor 
the limo whtn thoy can lunch 1 
•t~llllt "ol>lf'noatnry" which would 
rlrrlt 011r ~lontt lndtnnltely. 

llumon uhotr,tra wnuld not co 
aiM~ fin aur11 • trip, ht wid. ht· 
ra uAt lh•y would ht unahlt to lftl 
t-.lrk "wlthnut hrtn~lnlf lht •nttr. 
~Airllltf' f1n¥~~· n tn ~>arlh . R.adtn 
W&\'tl woulrt lhf'retO'rt bt uMd I 
hnlh In r<>nlrnl &t.. •qu lpmonl and 
In hrlnlf hack tht lnlormallnn n.....S· 
.J." 
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