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A WORD ABOUT THIS PUBUCA TION 

About the t ime I attended my f i rst organized UFO meeting in the l atter part of December 1 958, 
remember purchas ing a magazine devoted to matters saucerish at a local news stand.  It was, of 
course, Ray Pal mer's Flying Saucers, and at that t ime was into i ts second year of pub l ication. Wow, 
here was a great source of i nformation as wel l  as scores of the latest s i ghtings! I wou ld become a 
regular reader for the next f i fteen years. 

My favorite part of the magazine, however, wou ld  become the late Gray Barker's co lumn, 
"Chasing the Flying Saucers." Gray was probably one of the finest wri ters that the UFO field would 
ever see, and his col umn was always the f i rst thing that I read each issue. I t  was always f i l led with 
fascinating specu lat ion on UFO and fortean topics, as wel l as recent s ightings and goss i p  about people 
in the UFO f ie ld .  As you wi l l  soon see,  at t i mes i t  was even outrageous; but i t  was always 
entertaining. 

For many years I have wanted to do a "best of " l ook at Gray's col u mn.  After· speaking with 
Robert G i rard of Arcturus Books about my plans, he suggested that I instead start at the very f i rst 
column and continue running them in chronolog ical order. "After al l,"  he said, "your publ icat ion can 
always be a part one." And that is what we are going to do, and sales of this booklet w i l l  determine 
if  more is to fol low in the months ahead. 

Please note, however, that I have edi ted out some amount of i rrelevant or extraneous material 
such as addresses of pub l icat ions and organizations that no longer exist to save space for more 
interesti ng material . I have also used orig inal capi tal izati on and quotes, as Pal mer's typesetting 
equ i pment d id  not have the abi l i ty for the use of i tal i cs.  

And whi l e  I am presenting a retrospective look at Gray's Flying Saucers col umn, by no means do I 
suggest that his various Saucerian publ icat ions were any less s i gnif icant. Maybe we can address this  
aspect of  h is  body of  work in the future. 

The material  that fol l ows is from my personal col lection of Barker material. However, much of his 
f i les were donated by his fami ly to the Cl arksburg, West V i rg in ia Harrison Publ i c  Library. The Gray 
Barker Col lecti on is housed in the Wal donmore Mansion on the l ibrary grounds and is open to 
researchers by appointment. For more information on this  historic col lection , call 304-627-2236. 

I would also l ike to thank pioneer Canadian UFO/fortean researcher Gene Duplantier for his k ind 
hel p in obtaining his artwork for this and future publ ications. 

Join me now for a tri p back in ti me to the early days of the UFO saga. Many people tend to th ink 
of the 1 950s as a more si mple and easy-going ti me, but notice Gray's  references to the .. Space Race" 
and other Cold  War tensi ons. Those "s imple t i mes "  would change in a hurry however, and so wou ld 
the entire UFO f ie ld .  So rel ive those t i mes now long past, t i mes of d reaming, wonder and awe. 

I think that it is only f itt ing to dedicate this  publ i cat ion to Gray Barker, an i mportant p ioneer of 
the UFO movement. 

R ick H i l berg 
Apri l 24, 2003 

A Gray Barker Reader is  publ ished by the UAPA 377 Race St. Berea, Ohio  4401 7.  R ick  H i l berg -
Edi tor. Carol H i l berg - Managing Editor. Cover Art - Gene Duplantier. Pub l ished May 2003. UAPA 
Founder - Al l an J. Manak, 1 933 - 1 999. 
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FL YING SAUCERS No.1, June 1957 
To some, in the more southern regi ons of the Nation,  spring had i ndeed come; but others sti l l  

gripped i n  the now weakening grasp of winter, knew that only prematurely had Earth awakened from 
her s leep. 

B ut soon they too, woul d  be out of doors .  Soon they too woul d  be l ooking UP. What they would  
see might be  only a queer l ooking c l oud,  whi ch In I ts convo l ut ions, woul d  take on shapes of fami l i ar 
things. B ut i f  not they, surely some would  hi t pay d i rt .  Sooner or later a watcher wou l d  detect a 
gl int of s i lver and catch a breath. He, or she, too, wou ld  have seen what the Air  Force hedged at and 
labeled "UFO, .. but what more honest folks cal led s i mply .. F ly ing Saucer . .. 

And for some reason , when the f ly ing saucer was seen there woul d  be a good fee l ing. Maybe the 
saucers themselves were good , here to save manki nd from some awful catastrophe, or maybe they 
were only watching - wait i ng for the r ight t i me,  an auspi c ious date to carry out some p lan of evi l .  
But whether the saucer watcher wou ld  have real i zed that for a brief i nstant or a br ief m i nute or so he 
had l ooked far beyond hi msel f. He had seen al most to the stars and knew that l i fe was there. 

He had known that he was not alone. 
If the s ighters had been indoors, the saucers nevertheless has sti l l  been f lying, though most 

newspapers d idn•t want to touch them w i th ten foot l inotypes . And a lthough the papers had greeted 
thei r  honest reports with. deris ive l aughs, if not with complete s i l ence, the peopl e  now had other 
voi ces . Voices that, a lthough p i cked off one by one, had now rol led i nto a maelstrom of tongues.  
The smal l 11Saucerzines, I I  publ ished on shoestrings and each often reaching only a few hundred 
readers ,  d id  have two great advantages: there were a l ot of them and thei r  editors were honest. They 
were getting saucer news before the public. 

Recently one such publ icat ion had regretably j o ined the s i l ent ones. Leonard Stringf ie ld 's  ORBIT, 
one of the largest saucer b u l l et ins,  reluctantly ceased publ i cation .  In bowi ng out, Str ingfie ld  tr ied to 
make it c lear he had not been ,  i n  his words , .. shushed u p "  by some mysteri ous v is i tor, but some 
remarks in a letter of February 7 sounded al most as if he weren't sure: 

110f course, the S i lence Group is happy with Stringfie ld  out of the way, II he wrote, ••but the axe 
they carry was not stuck in my head - instead they j ust sort of chopped around the edges. II 

If some mysterious personage or force had 11Shushed 11 Stringf ie ld ,  they had done so more expertly 
than they had handled other persons and other pub l i cat ions . The wri ter thought he k new how it had 
come about, but l i ke so many other matters saucerian ,  he could not put a f i nger on any concrete 
proof! If this had been a .. shush-up .. job ,  it had not been1 bungled as had been the Bender deal . 

Coral Lorenzen's APRO B ULLETIN was sti l l  rais ing a brave voice,  though she,  too, showed a s l i ghtly 
detectable hint of fr ight.  In a recent issue she had publ i shed a smal l  i tem, openly inviting the two 
dark ly  - dressed men, who had visited her house i n  a black Cad i l l ac ,  to return when she was around 
to receive them!  

But i f  the man on the street thought saucers had gone back to Mars ,  Venus, some distant galaxy 
or wherever they were coming from, he had some more guesses coming. 

For once saucers had shown no s igns of vanish ing during the frig i d  months. They were sti l l  up 
there, though few people  were outside to look for them. Despite the hush - hush pol i cy of the Air  
Force,  saucers were, for  a change, receiv ing some attenti on from respons ib le  men .  

Reti red Rear Adm i ral Del mer S .  Fahrney, once head o f  the Navy' s  g u i ded m issi les program, told 
newsmen he had never personal ly  seen a f ly ing saucer, but that he had talked wi th sc ientists and 
eng ineers who swore they had . Whi le  not stating he thought the obj ects came from space, he d id  go 
on record that .. No agency in this country or R ussia  is able to dup l icate at this t i me the speeds and 
accelerat ions whi ch radars and observers indicate these flying objects are able to achi eve . "  

Defin i te s igns pointed toward " i ntel l l gencesn d i recting the things, h e  bel i eved, because o f  the 
maneuvers they performed. 

Admiral Fahrney gave his  pro-saucer opinions shortly after he had become chairman of the 
National Investi gations Comm ittee on Aerial Phenomena ( popul arly abbreviated NICAP ) ,  in Washington,  
D.C.  NICAP was organized by Townsend B rown, a physic ist who at one t i me· announced he was able to 
demonstrate an anti -gravi ty device whi ch could  power a m i n i ature saucer. 

Unfortunately, however, NICAP had got off to a bad start. An i nvesti gator for FLYING SAUCERS 
learned, f i rst of al l ,  that off icers had voted themselves salaries total i ng more than $ 85 , 000 per year, 
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and the the number of votes granted members was determined by the s ize of thei r  membersh ip  fees. 
After a sweeping re-organizati on, however, d i rection of NICAP was turned over to Major Donal d  E. 
Keyhoe, p ioneer saucer i nvest i gator and the h ighly respected author of three f ly ing saucer books . 
Frank Edwards, noted newscaster who had i nd icated he would res i gn from NICAP's Board of 
Governors, deci ded to stay after the re-organization, and the latest reports reaching  the wri ter had i t  
that NICAP was wel l  on I ts way toward becomi ng a n  effective nat ional setup for investigating the 
strange sky phenomena. 

There had been so many saucer s i ghtings it would be i mposs i ble  to record al l of them, and to 
publ ish only the more spectacu lar, the more authenticated wou l d  f i l l  an enti re magazine. So the 
wri ter threw up his hands and grabbed what he thought was the best from his bu l g i ng f i l es.  

One such report was quite d i fferent. I t  told how Maurice Waddops, an ex-rai lway f i reman in 
England, had shot at a saucer from c l ose range and how the saucer "shot back"  at hi m.  

Waddops went out early one morni ng to shoot a sparrow-hawk, but i nstead of the b i rd, a strange 
c irc ul ar object swooped down through the l ow-sw i rl i ng mist. It hovered soundlessly over his head at 
an esti m ated height of 45 yards. He tho ught i t  was "about s ix t i mes the s ize of a penny hel d  at arm's 
length ( an English penny, that is ,  whi ch we bel ieve is targer than our fam i l iar L incol n copper - G . B . ) . "  

Waddops ran for an adjacent c l earing ,  l oaded his gun and f i red. There was a c l an g i ng sound, he 
said, as of metal strik i ng metal . Then the charge of shot rebounded, h i tt i ng h i m  i n  the chest. 

Whoever or whatever was p i lot i ng the odd aerial machi ne apparently wasn•t i nsulted or frightened, 
for the object continued to hover mot i on l ess above the tree tops for three or four m i nutes, after whi ch 
i t  shot off at h igh speed. 

Meanwhi l e  authorit ies were try ing to convince reporters that the hunter had shot at a metal pyl on 
through mistake.  

Also from England came a humorous saucer note, though i t  d idn't  concern the conventi onal type. 
I t  seems there is an amusement device at the Olympia Circus i n  London named "The Flying Saucer 
Wheel . "  M ixed in with convent ional saucer reports was word that the machine had broken down, and 
at the very time an air- marshall of the R.A.F. was riding the thing. The d istraught and embarrassed 
ai r - marshal l  was stranded for two and a half hours i n  a l i tt le  f ly ing saucer 50 f eet i n  the a i r, g iv i ng 
rise to charming head l ines ,  such as "AIR MARSHALL MAROONED IN FlYING SAUCER, " - probably the 
f i rst case on record. Desmond Les l i e, i n  report i ng the l i tt le  i nc ident, remarked, with h is  usual good 
humor, none hopes it was his punishment for d isbel ief . '' 

Back i n  the States one good saucer story b i t  the 1 dust. I nez Robb, saucer enthusi ast ic dai ly 
newspaper columnist, had reported that a f ly ing saucer had zoomed down and p icked up a 500-pound 
steer at a ranch near Twi n Fal ls,  I daho .  E .l .  Rayburn, a prominent Twi n  Fal l s  attorney and owner of 
both the ranch and the miss ing l i vestock ,  said he and two employees wi tnessed the phenomenon.  But 
under the wri ter's investigation the tale  broke down. The attorney had been spin n i ng an i nnocent tal l 
tale. 

Though not everyone had seen a saucer or saucers, everywhere people  knew about them and 
seemed to be intri gued by them. A Sunday school publ i cation, The Bethany B i ble  Student, publ ished 
an ancient drawing of the sun, wi th vari ous objects f ly ing around i t ,  l abeled the i l l ustrat ion a 
"re l ig ious f lying saucer p icture ,  .. not ing i t  was painted i n  the 1 6th century by a Swiss artist. 

Whi le some people had the opi n i on that the extraterrestr ia l  variety of UFOs was here for 
manki nd's good , in Covi ngton, Ky., a d isk-minded c l ergyman, the Rev. John Longworth, dec i ded to 
hel p  the spacemen along. He appl ied to the c i ty comm iss ion to permit  f lyi ng saucers to be dropped 
on the c i ty, explain i ng they were smal l paper models designed to promote a youth revival  meet ing.  

Elsewhere fol ks were tak i ng thei r  saucers more seri ously, partic ularly the A ir  Force, who 
cont inued to be pestered by i ts favor ite anathema. 

Alerted by a radar network, jet p lanes roared out of Chi cago after saucers in wholesale lots were 
spotted over Rockford and Belvidere, I l l . ;  B rodhead, Lodi ,  Watertown and Belo it ,  Wise,. Rockford, I l l ., 
Morning Star headl i nes announced :  "JETS CHASE UNIDENTIFIED OBJECTS, FIND 5 BALLOONS, " and i t  
was supposed the A i r  Force had been up  t o  i ts usual expl antions.  John C .  Gregory, executive 
secretary of the Wi nnebago county c i v i l  defense, Rockford, personal l y  spotted a g l i steni ng object 
about 50, 000 feet in alt itude, whi ch seemed round to hi m, "perhaps a t i tt le f lat at t i mes. " Various 
f i l ter centers cal led reports in to Chi cago where at one t i me f ive UFOs were on thei r  boards. A 
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Chicago fi l ter spokesman sai d  the objects were weather bal loons released by the General M i l ls 
Corporat ion,  in Minneapol is .  

In  Balt i more, Md., two men, Curvin B ush and Robert Bruant, reported seeing a flying obj ect streak 
away from a l arge transport p lane whi le they were standing at Charles and Center Streets . The 
witnesses, who are guards at the Walters Art Gal lery, said at f i rst they thought a wing or tail sect ion 
had broken loose from the p lane, but weren't  so sure when they saw the p lane reverse d i rection to 
fol low the object. The UFO was " fl at, oval-shaped and very br ight, " appeared to be spinning counter­
c lockwise. Soon it went behind a bu i l ding, and that was the l ast they saw of i t. 

Four soundless saucers which rep l i ed to f lash l i ght s ignals were reported by Donald Haddan,  who 
witnessed the strange sky parade on January 1 1  at Brazi l ,  Ind. ,  j ust as I t  had become dark .  

H addan's mother f i rst noti ced the objects , but h e  was skeptical when she cal led to h i m and 
rel uctant to go outs ide to look - it was ten degrees below zero at the ti me. 

His mother f i rst saw three g lowing objects moving in formation, and whi ch moved off to the east 
and disappeared when a p lane was heard. By the t ime Haddan went outs ide they were back, then in 
the company of one add i tional object. 

"They were approaching from the east very slowly, " Haddan tol d  FLYING SAUCERS.  "They were 
about twice as bright as a f i rst magn itude star, and a sort of yel low-red col or. I cou l d  see no sol i d  
object back o f  the l i ghts , but I am sure I coul d  have tol d  more about them had binocu lars been 
avai labl e . "  

When the objects began to maneuver, h e  knew they were not p lanes because, for one thing , they 
were noi se less. F i rst Haddan snapped the objects with his Kod ak B rownie  Hol iday camera, b ut at 
press t ime it could not be l earned if the objects had come out on the f i l m. Then getting a sudden 
idea, he ran Ins ide, grabbed his f lashl ight and s ignaled to the saucers in Morse code, sending the 
amateur rad io operator 's "CQ. " To his amazement the objects grew brighter after he s ignaled .  He 
flashed the code again, and again the objects appeared to respond. 

Final ly they moved toward the horizon, where they hovered for a few seconds, and that t i me, 
instead of merely g lowing in response to the f lashl ight, they l i ghted up bri l l i antly. Then they 
disappeared rap id ly over the horizon. Noted newscaster and saucerenthus iast Frank Edwards, on an 
Ind ianapol is tel evis ion news program, reported that one other person had seen a group of four s i m i lar 
objects the same night. 

An aerial object that f i rst sounded l i ke a p lane, but when overhead gave off an " unearthly drone, u 

was reported by a FLYING SAUCERS correspondent, who is a housewi fe, had gone into a darkened 
bedroom for an ashtray at 8 :00 P.M .  on January 30. There she was attracted to a hovering yel l ow 
l ight due northwest, viewed through the window. 

Startled, she cal led to her husband and chi ldren to come and look,  and the fami l y  group watched 
it move in an errati c  "yo-yo" pattern. The fami ly ran to the rear door of the house to better observe 
the object, but by that t i me the saucer had moved d i rectly overhead, and they saw long rows of l i ght, 
l ike portholes, wi th a large bright yel lowish l ight f l i ckering in  the rear. Then the object moved out of 
s ight. 

Earl ier in the winter, a f lying saucer, or something wei rd ,  had vis ited the peacefu l  l i tt le town of 
Forest Lake, M inn. ,  where Mr. and Mrs .  Ford Moffet had g i ven the thing a merry chase down H ighway 
97 in the fam i ly car. 

Ford said he f irst spotted the saucer about 9:45 P.M. as something br ight caught his eye through 
the l iving room window. He saw a bri l l i ant l ight l ow in the sky and thought an a i rp lane was in trouble.  
The fam i ly then ran outdoors to investigate, where they saw the object, moving back and forth, up 
and down, at about tree - top height onl y  a few blocks away. 

They sti l l  thought it must be a p lane, though they soon noted there was no motor noise, and 
dec i ded they had never seen a p lane that looked quite l i ke the odd contrapt ion. It appeared to have 
two windows, one a " l uminous red" and the other a " l uminous green."  When asked what she meant by 
" l uminous, .. Mrs .  Ford expl ained the col or was " l um inous, l i ke a halo or spray of color, with points 
flaring in al l d i rections." The thing was oblong in shape .  When it  began dr ift ing southeastward they 
fol lowed it in thei r  auto, but at a s low rate of speed because the obj ect continued to hover low over 
the treetops and to move slowly. After about an hour of sta l k ing, during whi ch t i me the fami ly was 
unable  to drive d i rectly under the object,  they gave up chase and returned home.  
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It probabl y  had noth ing to do w i th saucers, but i n  early 1 957 two American medical researchers 
took off for India to sci ent i f ica l ly  i nvesti gate the c laims of I nd ian mysti cs,  and to determine whether, 
by control l ed experiments, the adepts were i ndeed faki rs or just " fakers . "  

A l though scientif ic men weren't expected t o  g ive benefi ts o f  any doubts t o  t h e  famous Ind ian 
mystics, i t  d id  mark the f i rst t ime that establ ished medical  author i ty expressed s incere i nterest i n  such 
a matter that ord i nari ly would  be weakl y  explai ned away and forgotten. Dr. Basu K .  Bagchi  of the 
Univers i ty of M ich igan, and Dr. M .A.  Wenger, of Cal i forni a, took a spec i al machine with them, a 
compact 78 - pound contrivance bui l t  with transistors,  donated to the project by the Rockefel ler 
Foundation.  

What woul d  the mac h i ne do? I t  woul d  measure metabol i c  processes, such as any s lowdown of the 
heart beat, when a faki r  placed h imsel f  in the c laimed state of suspended animation.  If some posit ive 
evidence were turned up, i t  wou ld  prove there existed a thi rd .. state .. of mind  - other than 
consciousness or coma - a state which i ndeed could be authoritati ve ly  termed "suspended animation . "  

And so, litt le b y  l i tt le ,  sc i ence i tse l f  was push ing back frontiers i ts l earned men had for years 
found forbi dden. Al ready mental  telepathy was recognized as a respectable project by Duke 
Univers i ty, even though resu lts were sti l l  d isputed. 

I n  Washington even the Pentagon was try ing to devel op perception,  this t ime the extrasensory 
k i nd. Though some j okes wou l d  be made and i t  would be said that the study of percepti on wou ld  
begi n  i n  less compl icated f ie lds ,  the  Jo int  Chi efs of  Staff were seriously studying the poss i b i l i ty of 
usi ng ESP not only to read the mi nds of the Soviet l eaders, but to " Inf luence the i r  th i nk i ng by l ong -
range thought control  . .. 

It had taken men l i ke E inste in to break through some of the barriers.  The gen i us who had 
advanced the theory of rel at iv i ty proved mathemati cal ly  that t ime was not immutable as some thought 
I t  to be. E inste i n  stated i t  could become d i l ated. For example,  i f  a father went aboard a space sh i p  
and travel ed a t  speeds approac h i ng that o f  l ight,  time wou ld  show down for him, accordi ng t o  the l ate 
mathemati cal  genius. Land ing aga in  on Earth, the father would  f ind h is  son grown o l der than he! 
Fantastic? Perhaps reig n i ng scient i f ic  authori ty found it d i ff icult  to accept, but they knew Einstei n 
must be r ight.  After al l ,  had ·he not written a fatefu l Jetter to Frankl i n  D. Roosevel t ,  a letter which 
stated that the b u i ld ing b loc ks of the un iverse, atoms themselves , cou l d  not only be spl i t , but with an 
explosive force which could presumably wipe out the world i tse lf? Then Nagasaki and H i rosh ima! 

Even the l i tt le laboratory worlds of the physic ists were growi ng larger, as some of the almost 
sacred laws were reluctant ly d iscarded.  Only lately had they come across a start l i ng and perhaps to 
them, frighteni ng thing.  As sure ly  as there was matter, there certa in ly  existed a d i rect opposi te. 
They termed i t  "ant i  - matter, .. which t hey knew existed as a resu l t  of d iscovering an " anti  - proton" 
during atomic experi ments. Ent i re universes made up  of anti - matter, populated , perhaps, by anti  -
men, who ate anti - beef - steaks and maybe even saw anti - f lying saucers, very l i ke ly existed . 

But what would happen should  conventional matter come i nto contact with i ts antithesis? 
Al though there was l i tt le danger of that happening ,  physicists specu lated that whatever woul d  hap pen, 
it  would be plenty vio lent,  because the two forms of matter would  be ent i re ly i ncompati b le .  Some 
k ind of tremendous reaction would surely take p lace and both would vanish i n  a great f lash of energy. 

To the man on the street read i n g  the sc ience feature stor ies i t  seemed almost l aughable ,  but to 
the th inkers here was someth i ng awe - i nspir ing and gratifyi ng .  Scient ists were openi ng doors i nto 
formerly forb idden terri tories; they were accept ing what were once termed " borderland" sc iences .  
Maybe rugged and bold p ioneers l i ke Meade Layne, head of  the Borderland Sciences Research 
Associ ates, cou l d  take i t  easier; what they had l ong advanced as truths and what they had predicted 
general ly.  Men l i ke R ichard S.  Shaver, who had stated gravi ty was a push, not a pul l ,  might have one 
long last l augh.  B ut it wou ld  be with a note of sadness that such men at l ast cou ld  settle i nto easy 
chairs. Thei r  work wou l d  almost be completed, and a l l  the drama and adventure might fade away. 
But there wou l d  always be somebody to probe i nto even more forbi dden f ie lds,  i nto theories so 
forebod i ng and stupefyi ng that perhaps even Meade Layne wou l d  repress a shudder at the mere 
thought of them and mutter at the younger generat ion.  

Frank Edwards, formerly a Mutual  B roadcast i ng Corporation newscaster before h is  employer, the 
American Federati on of Labor, f i red h im because, amon g  other th ings , he broadcast saucer reports, 
was sti l l  saucer ing.  Employed as news d i rector of station WTTV, Indianapolis ,  Ind . ,  Edwards sti l l  kept 
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his ear to the ground and h is  eyes on the stars ,  and, as could be expected, came up wi th some 
spectacular UFO reports, among them the fol l owing:  

Young Charles Mal let,  1 7-year-ol d  mechanic of Petersburg, Ind . ,  was g ivi ng a truck a road test on 
State H ighway 6 1  when he heard a noise at the rear of h is  veh ic le .  It was an unusual  noise,  one he 
found d i ff icu lt  to descr ibe ,  though he said he could compare it wi th "three old ti me thrashi ng 
machines , . .  al l  runn ing at the same t ime.  

He stopped to investigate, found the noise was coming from behind a wooded area near the 
h ighway. Something seemed to be taking off from the ground with a queer throbb ing and buzzing that 
made h i m  dec i dedly uncomfortable .  

Soon a spherical th i ng,  with no  wings, asce nded vert ica l ly  from the woods, as  i f  i t  were bei ng 
pushed upward by some g i ant h idden propel l er. When the object had risen to around 1 50 feet the 
noise ceased and the th ing took off in a northeasterly d i rect ion at a great rate of speed, gai n i ng 
alt itude a l l  the whi le .  

According to Mal l et,  i t  was about 1 6  feet in d iameter. There were no conf igurations that wou l d  
identi fy i t  as a p lane. He saw no wi ndows, n o r  were there any wings, tai l  or  l andi ng gear. 

This department was hot on the trai l of a lead on two persons mentioned In the Kenneth Arnold -
Ray Pal mer book, " THE COMING OF THE SAUCERS, II namel y  Haro l d  Dahl and Fred Crissman, both of 
whom d isappeared short ly after odd c i rc umstances related In that book ( now out of print) . One of the 
two had witnessed a strange doughnut shaped craft whi c h  expel led metal l i c  s lag. The strange res idue 
later was responsi ble  for the deaths of two Air Force i nvestigators.  A source i n  Tacoma, Wash. ,  where 
the events descr ibed i n  the book took p l ace,  had run across an e l derly woman who c l ai med she had 
the I nformat ion as to j ust WHERE Dah l  and Crissman had gone, and knew something about the motives 
for the i r  d isappearances. Just as we were gett ing i n  contact with this i nformant, our sou rce of 
Information i n  Tacoma air  mai led a c l i pp i n g ,  headed, .. TACOMAN DIES AFTER MISHAP, .. and which 
related how the al l eged i nformant was k i l l ed when her car u naccountably swerved across four l anes of 
t raffi c  on U.S. H ighway 99 near Tacoma and crashed i nto a power pole.  

If  you' re with i n  reach of New York 's  stat ion WOR (a powerful station,  espec ia l ly  at n ight) ,  tune in 
.. Long John,  . .  a former disk jockey (wax d isks that is ) who found some intervi ews with saucer­
enthus i asts were more inte resting to l isteners than the music he c ustomari l y  p layed. Now he p lays 
l i tt le  mus ic, spends most of the show, which runs from 1 :00 A.M.  to 5 :30 A.M . ,  d i scuss i ng f ly ing 
saucers and other controversia l  subjects wi th var ious guests . 

When the wri ter was on the show Long John told  us 1that the so-cal l ed .. Shaver Mystery , " thought 
by many now to be defunct,  had been taken to l isteners'  hearts and that they bel i eved there was a 
great deal of truth i n  i t ,  consider ing t he i r  favorable letters .  

Long John start led many l isteners by relati ng some i nformati on about an apartment house in  
Chi cago where an elevator was said to stop conventional l y  at  the basement l eve l ,  but which woul d  
also g o  down, down, down, t o  a m u c h  l ower l evel ,  when t h e  "down" button was pushed I n  a certa in  
coded manner. Presumably there was a s ubterranean passageway at the bottom of  the shaft, and 
Long John hi nted It was indeed an entrance to the caves that Shaver swore existed . 

Speak ing of the Shaver mystery, we have this communi cation from one man who continued to 
i nvestigate the controvers ial matter even after AMAZING STORIES gave i t  up  when i t  got too hot to 
handl e: "Must make this short - I t  is t i me to g et OUT, and t i me's  a wasting .  Where to is  
questionable ,  as long as I operate. Have destroyed a l l  f i l es ,  records, sent  some to various parts of the 
U .S . ,  but I haven ' t  g iven up. I wi l l  write the whole works up ,  and send copies to various people who 
wi l l  expose i t ." 

He d i d  sound pretty scared , and s ince that communi cat ion we have heard no further from h i m .  
I t  is not always the new which proves novel and strange; i t  is on l y  because the I ntel l ect  has 

comfortably forgotten I t, has damned I t ,  as Charles Fort wou ld  say, s i mply because i t  is uncomfortable 
to regard too c l osely something untenable to trad it ion .  

Take that strange n ig ht of June 23,  1 953, one of the earl ier  years of th is  haunted decade,  when 
Mrs. Made l ine S. Ward, of Forest Hi l ls ,  Long Isl and,  was s itt ing a lone on the front porch at a l i tt le  after 
midnight. She was adm i ri ng the ripp le  of moonl ight on the bay, knowi ng her s ix-year-old son was 
peaceful ly  asl eep i ns i de the house. 

Suddenl y  she saw what she f i rst thought was an ai rplane, about one half m i l e  away, d i rect ly 
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across the bay and southwest of the home. 
"Th is mac h i ne seemed very l ow, only about 1 00 feet up  from the shore l i ne ,  I I  Mrs. Ward told 

FlYING SAUCERS. li lt  l ooked j ust as i f  i t  had a conti nuous neon red l ight around the outside of the 
craft. I thought i ts speed was not great enough for an ai rplane , and it continued to lose alt itude. If it 
were a plane, I reasoned , it must be about to crash,  and it was headed d i rect ly for our house! I 
jumped up,  qu i te exci ted, but was rel ieved to see i t  pass by our  porch a short d istance away. It must 
have been about 60 feet from the ground when it stopped, then backed up unti l it was d i rectly in  
front of our porch ,  where i t  hovered ... 

By that t i me Mrs. Ward knew it certain ly  was no airplane,  and she remembered saying aloud, 
"What Is it ! " She looked for propel lers or  jets or an i ns ign ia, but there were none. Only a low hum 
came from the strange mach ine. 

"It came down to about 25 feet above the ground, then it t i l ted away from me, and I could  see 
the bottom had a conical shape. It was only about 25 feet away from me. 

"Onl y  then d i d  I remember the f ly ing saucer reports I had occasional ly read, and I thought this 
was what I t  must be. I tr ied to h i de ,  but seemed unable to move, so I j ust stood there, perfect ly st i l l  I 
remember, every musc le and bone frozen; though I do remember my knees felt weak and I was afraid 
I wou l d  col l apse. 

"The saucer, i f  that is what i t  i ndeed was, then t i l ted my way, and I could  see the l ig hts; not a 
cont inuous neon red l i ght,  but hundreds of red l ights, spaced evenl y  apart on a smal l deck - l i ke 
affair  around the craft. I would  esti mate the saucer to have been about 1 00 feet i n  d iameter. In the 
center was a s ing le  post support ing a cab i n ,  whi c h  was about 1 0  feet h i gh and about 25 feet l ong. I 
could see four queerly shaped windows - I wou l d  say they were l i ke tear drops, on the s ide next to 
me. At the reat of the c raft was a tai l f in  s i m i lar to those I have seen on planes. 

"As it t i lted my way I cou l d  see through the f i rst window of the cabin ,  wh ich was l ighted by a 
pecu l i ar continuous blue l uminosi ty,  very bri l l i ant ,  and i t  l ighted what I thought to be an i nstrument 
pane l ,  which had odd d ials  on it .  The saucer then leveled i tself ,  and the center post seemed to raise 
the cab in  upward several feet; the cab i n  swive led away from me, then di rectly toward me. 

" I  said,  ' This is  i t ,  the end! ' and I thought of sc ience f ict ion stories and how a ray gun was sure to 
get me for good . However noth i ng happened. The cab i n  was l owered, the thing t i l ted i ts front end 
upward on a sharp ang le ,  and the mac h i ne shot upward i nto the sky in a matter of seconds.  II 

FLYING SAUCERS No.2, August 1957 
There is someti mes a sti l l ness that is alarmi ng i n  i ts1 quietness , l i ke the stif l i ng hotness precedi ng 

the fury of a tropic,al storm, l i ke the so-called "earthquake weather" old-ti mers say they can feel i n  
thei r  bones before the ground groans and shakes. 

For the saucers there was no s i l ence, al though the papers were sti l l  shyi ng away from them. They 
were sti l l  bei ng seen and being reported. Although the man on the street d idn 't  seem to be jok ing 
about them as much as he once d i d ,  neither was he tak i ng them seriously. Maybe he was try ing to 
forget a puzzl i ng and unpleasant subject. To others i t  was a k i nd of ennui  made of too many saucers! 

To the researchers the ennu i may have grown from an i ncapab i l i ty of catalog i ng the number of 
reports they were receiv ing ,  and the fai l ure to make any real provable sense from the reams of 
sightings loadi ng the i r  f i les. For years they had l ooked for the break-through - some i tem of REAL 
proof, an admission from the Air  Force, perhaps , maybe an actual saucer crash the detai ls of wh ich 
no one would be ab le  to  suppress. 

At long last saucers were something that could be taken for granted. 
111 personal ly don't accept that there is anythi ng ominous about them ,  .. said Maj . Donald E. 

Keyhoe, author of three saucer books and the country's most h i ghly respected UFO reseacher. 
' 'They've had many years to attack us ." 

"But, II he added, "we have a r ight to know the facts, " suggest i ng ,  in a lecture to a l arge 
Cinc innat i ,  Ohio,  audience ,  that the A i r  Force wou l d  be wise to release saucerfacts to the publ i c ,  i f  
only s lowly. 

I f  arch-saucerer Keyhoe had begun to worry less about a poss ib le  saucer menace, it no more than 
ref lected the thin k i ng of many researchers. After al l ,  had not the saucers been watch ing  the earth for 
centuries? 

If  the men - or the things - in the saucers DID mean to do mankind d i rt ,  and were consci ous of 
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man's th i nk ing ,  they coul d  not be more p leased. Once they were hal f-forgotten, unnoticed, or taken 
for granted,  perhaps they could  carry out whatever strange p l an they had i nstituted so l ong ago. 

Soon Air Force des igners wou ld  have their  own saucer-shaped craft in the sk ies,  i f  they did not 
have al ready. They wou ld  zoom them over the heads of watchers at air shows. The magazi nes would 
be ful l  of  them.  Eventual ly  the pub l i c  wou ld  forget about the first saucers ,  the strange constructions 
that seemed to come out of nowhere, l i ke ly  from the m ists of some d istant world.  

What woul d  happen then? Maybe nothi ng .  It  woul d  be hard to say. 
Perhaps the original f ly ing saucers wou l d  go back to where they came from; perhaps they woul d  

stay. But there would be a few hardy souls who wou ld  r isk the i r  reputations for sani ty and wou ld  
keep up a yam mering.  To such Char les Forts of  the  possi b l e  future the  going wou l d  not  be  easy. 
They would be l aughed at, as have al l p ioneers who have dared to d isagree with the ru l i ng i ntellectual 
authorit ies. 

There were sti l l  hardy researchers, however ,  who were not too overwhel med with work or bored 
with the sameness of reports to keep hammering away. 

Coral E. Lorenzen,  d i rector of one of the o ldest UFO i nvestigati ng groups ,  the Aerial Phenomena 
Research Organizat ion,  in a recent i ssue of her A.P.R.O.  Bulletin, was on the warpath . She c hal lenged 
Or. Hugh L. Dryden,  d i rector of the Nat i onal Advisory Committee For Aeronauti cs,  who made the 
statement, "There is no such thing as a f lyi ng saucer, " beh i nd a c losed door heari ng by a House 
appropriations sub-committee. 

Lorenzen pointed out, f i rst,  that Dr. Dryden is  not an expert on UFOs, though he is a recognized 
authority on aeronautics .  "We wi l l  chal l enge Dr .  Dryden to prove that unconventional aerial objects, 
commonly referred to as " f ly ing saucers "  whi c h  have been seen by rel iable ,  capable observers, which 
have caused at least three ai rcraft acc idents ,  and on several occasions have been seen resting on the 
ground, do not exist . . . . .  There is a far weight ier group of facts and theories support i ng the existence of 
UFOs than there is to support the opposite argument. " 

R i ley Crabb, wri t ing i n  a bu l let in  issued by the Aukale le Research Group in  Hono l u l u, also was up 
in arms, shout ing  at the authori t ies for e ither refusing to i nvestigate or  suppress i ng i nformation about 
a number of a irc raft crashes duri ng Marc h .  Crabb bel ieved that certa in  detai ls which had l eaked out 
poi nted a suspi c i ous fi nger toward UFO activity. 

"The fact is that 1 1 6 people  are gone, 33 of them dead for sure, " Crabb wrote, "and the other 83, 
who knows where they are or  what had been done with them? " 

It may have been i l l og ica l  to blame saucers for p larye crashes, but somehow dur ing the past few 
years there had been somethi ng weird about the tragic  acc idents .  The strangest c l ue was the fact 
that such disasters came in bunches! Slowly some unearthly pattern seemed to emerge. It was a 
pattern which usual ly  began, after a period of a i r  safety, with a maj or passenger plane d isaster. The 
f irst accident seemed to set off a chain react ion in the sk ies ,  with p lanes fal l i ng  r ight and l eft, 
inc lud ing m i l i tary c raft and even smal l private planes .  

Even i f  saucers weren 't  i nvolved , here was someth i ng puzzl i ng .  Was i t  some weird psychot ic 
streak i n  the minds of  p i l ots, somethi ng that made them " acc ident prone"? Hard ly ,  i t  seemed. Was i t  
some nefarious wave of sabotage? Seemi ng l y  i mpossl bJe. 

B ut the newswi res on March 9 buzzed with a story that cast susp ic ion that shou ld  make a l l  but the 
hard iest of p i lots, i t  wou ld seem, want to ground themselves. 

Capt. Matthew A. Van Winkle 's  Pan American Ai rways sh ip  was h i gh over the Atl antic Ocean that 
n ight,  half-way on a f l ight from New York City to San Juan , Puerto R i c o  when the i nc ident occurred . 
The weather was c lear, and the ship was on automatic p i lot. 

Suddenly Capt.  Van Wink le  saw a bright l i ght ahead of h i m, and in the next spl i t  second real ized 
that the thing,  whatever it cou ld  be, was head i ng d i rect ly toward the p lane on a co l l is ion course. 

Instinctively he pu l led the p lane up  and to the side, and the movement being so sudden and 
violent that practi cal l y  all of the 44 passengers were thrown out of the i r  seats, many of them i nj ured. 

In Capt. Van Winkle's own words, " It looked l i ke it  was coming right at me from at most a hundred 
yards away. B ut what ' i t' was , I have l ess an idea today then when I tr ied to evade it .  

" My i mpression was that the f ly ing object l ooked l ike a b ig  spotl ight .  I bel i eve i t  was round.  It  
appeared to be on a col l is ion course ahead of my p lane. My f l i ght engineer, John Washuta, spotted i t  
the same i nstant I d id .  I heard h i m catch his breath.  For  a spl i t  second I was bewi l dered . By ref lex 
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and instantly - as you have to reason when you have the tremendous respons i b i l i ty of passenger 
safety In your hands - I reasoned somethi ng l i ke this:  

"My f irst reaction was that i t  m ight be a jet fighter i ntercept, s ince the l ight from the object 
seemed to be l i ke the afterglow from a jet exhaust, but then again in the same spl i t  second I ru led out 
such an i ntercept because j ets always come in at l east twos. 

"After reasoni ng al l th is  out i n  l ess t i me than it takes to sneeze, I felt there was only one th i ng 
for me to do to save my passengers and my sh ip. That was to pul l up  sharply, to take evasive act ion .  
I d id  so  at  once. 

"I saw whatever i t  was s l i p  by under my right wing and knew in an i nstant it  had n ' t  hit us. Then I 
had to report the I nc id ent to the ground by radi o. 

"When I p icked up the radio ,  a l l ,  or most, of the other p i l ots seemed to be chatteri ng at once. I 
coul d  make out a word here and there: 'Bri l l i ant l i ght to starboard ' ;  'UFO report ' ; 'What i s  I t? ' 

"Capt. Ed Perry, pi l ot ing Pan American's Fl ight  269 about 1 75 m i l es beh i nd me, had seen i t  a lmost 
the same i nstant I had! 

"I  have been f lyi ng all over the world for the last 1 5  years but I 've never seen anything l i ke this 
before. I know i t  wasn't  a meteor because they come at you from above, headed downward. We see 
hundreds of them." 

From the authorit ies the usual expl anations and denials were expected - and forthcoming. James 
Pickeri ng , assistant astronomer at the Hayden Planetarium,  said ,  "The bri l l iant g l ow Van Wink le  saw 
was probably a burn ing meteoroid  and the ionized atmosphere around i t. "  Pickering also postu lated 
that the meteoroi d  was going " at a rate of 1 0  to 40 miles a second." Dr. Char les P. O l i ver, pres i dent 
of the American Meteor Soc iety, sai d ,  . .  Al l the i nformation I have seems to f i t  the hypothesis  that the 
object was a f i rebal l ,  or bol i de. " 

In Washington,  a Defense Department spokesman said no report on the incident had been 
received,  nor did the Pentagon k now of any sched u l ed f i rings from the gu ided miss i le test range at 
Cocoa, F lorida, which some f igured m ight have been responsi ble  for the near tragedy. 

Saucers always had been compl icated, but it seemed they were becoming even more so. One of 
the strangest saucer reports ever to reach the Balt i more News-Post came from three brick masons, 
whom the paper d idn 't  i denti fy. 

"We were at the Du Pont Plant on emergency repair  work when I saw th i s  strange obj ect  hovering 
over the plant at a very considerable  height. I had heard of f lyi ng saucers, but had never seen one,  
and I nudged by compani ons and made them look. At fjrst we thought i t  might be a c l oud ref lect ion 
from a floodl ight on the ground, but there was no f lood l ight. It seemed to be moving very s l owly 
away from us, and I nstead of ly ing f lat, It  looked as though i t  was on edge. The g low of it  would 
increase and then d i m i n ish as though i t  was moving through c loud formations. It got  more and more 
distant, and f inal ly we lost s ig ht of i t. "  

The th ing ,  descr ibed as be ing " an orange-colored mass which was oblong i n  shape, " was seen 
over Curtis Bay. 

F ive strange f loati ng objects which l ooked " foaml ike" were observed by former Ai r Force man W. 
B. Brown, of Charlotte, N.C. ,  about 9 p.m.  on March 20. Five of the thi ngs were trave l i ng i n  an 
easterly d i rection,  but whi l e  he watched, one of them veered away from the other four and c rashed to 
the ground about 60 feet away. 

He and his wife, who was with h i m  at the t i me, ran to the spot. They were al most dr iven back by 
a nauseating odor, descri bed by his wife as " l i ke burn ing matches. " Bravely they examined the 
remains of the object, wh ich they said had l ooked l i ke " i ce breaki ng up" as i t  h i t  the ground. It was 
now a l iqu i d , " sl i my" to the touch and " cool i ng or n u.mbing " to the fi ngert ips. 

Haro ld  Thompson , a Cottonwood County, Mi nn. ,  farmer, said he and h is  wi fe had been "laugh i ng 
about al l these flyi ng saucer stories from South Dakota ( A  concentrat ion of s ightings had recently 
been reported from that state - Barker)."  

B ut they were not laugh i ng any longer, after the l ook through the b i noculars! 
Thompson spotted the object whi l e  doing his usual even i ng chores. "I had j ust f in ished some work 

in the barn , " he sai d ,  "and was walk i ng to the house when I saw the th ing hovering about three or 
four hundred feet off the ground . At f i rst I thought it might be an ai rplane, but then it shot straight 
up in the a ir  and hovered there for awhi l e. "  
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He rushed i nto the farmhouse for h is  b inocu lars and watched the saucer-shaped object change 
from a f ight red to a cherry red as it gai ned alt itude rap id1y after which it suddenl y  d isappeared.  

" Let me be struck by l ightni ng i f  I ' m  lying,  . .  he sai d ,  " but that was a MACHINE of some k i nd!  I 
could  see the wi ndows i n  i t ! .. 

A sudden f lash of l ight brought hundreds of "what is i t? .. i nqu i r ies from exci ted c it izens i n  a half 
dozen states, from Florida to Texas, and as far north as litt le Rock,  Ark . ,  on March 1 5 . Pol ic e  and 
astronomers (we don ' t  know s ince when pol icemen have become experts on astronomy) said the f lash 
was the result  of a meteor or meteor shower. A group of teen-age boys i n  New Orleans said they dug 
up a chunk of metal from a crater after they saw a p i ece of a f lami ng object h i t  the ground. B ut the 
metal could not be i dent i f i ed as a meteor fragment.  

Three days earl i er a mysterious exp los ion frightened resi dents of the Lancaster,  Pa. ,  area, though 
exhaust ive checks fai led to uncover any explanat i on.  Authorities said it was e i ther an exp loding 
meteor or a j et p lane "crac k i ng . . the sound barrier. 

Two weeks later a mysterious b last was heard or fel t through s ix count ies of north New Jersey and 
even in Ph i lade lphia,  b lew out windows, cracked s idewal ks and even shook the State House i n  
Trenton.  A i r  Force off ic ia ls  den ied any jets had been operating over the area a t  that t i me, and said 
that thei r "sound breakers " were under orders to f ly  30 m i l es out to sea. State Geologist Meredi th 
Johnson d iscounted the poss i b i l i ty of an earthquake, expla i ntng that Trenton does not l i e  on any major 
fau lt  which could cause a quake. 

Just as it was too easy to blame jet p lanes for the many mysterious blasts heard in recent years, 
there was also a tendency to blame f ly ing saucers for the noises, s i nc e  no expl anations could  be 
offered. And why not? Saucers have been reported trave l i ng at tremendous speeds; researchers 
have specul ated they may uti l ize force fields or other myst i fying mechanical or e lectron ic  devices.  If ,  
for example,  a saucer were ut i l iz ing a force f ie ld that wou ld  shove the atmosphere away from i ts 
surface for some distance, and suddenly turned the f ie ld  off , what wou l d  happen? Li kely a hel l of a 
racket! 

But at press t i me it was hoped that at least one of the .. son i c  boom" cases m ight have l eft some 
k ind of evidence and explanation. The Pasadena, Cal i f . ,  Star-News, reported on Apri l 1 0 : . .  M i l i tary 
officials c lamped a str ict vei l  of secrecy around a Temple City home today because of a crater found 
i n  the backyard after an unusual ly  heavy son ic  boom j arred the San Gabr ie l  Val ley before dawn 
yesterday . .. 

This  col u mn 's Anonymous West Coast Correspondent, wel l known to readers of THE SAUCERIAN 
BULLETIN ,  al though not by name, wi red a few more detai ls  which  had been hard to come by. 

Mrs .  V irg i n i a  Murphy, of 8831 Greenwood Ave., and her two c h i ldren , were wakened about 4:45 
a.m.  by a flash and blast i n  thei r back yard . Investigat ing ,  they found a three-foot crater . 

.. There is a squad of sol d i ers there d igg i ng now, and they won't  l et c iv i l i ans in - that's why I'M 
NOT THERE DIGG ING! " Our correspondent added,  "The fami l y  was ordered insi de the home,  to lock 
the doors and not to talk to anybody . . .  

Nat ional Guardsmen kept c l ose surve i l l ance o n  a wei rd fre ight  shipment as South American saucer 
enthusiasts buzzed at the rumors sl i pp i ng out from the authorit i es.  

A huge unidentif ied object,  strangely l ight in weight,  was being transported to Antofagasta, Ch i l e  
b y  train after t h e  odd construct ion had been found on the anci ent s lopes of a vol cano h i g h  i n  the 
Andes . 

The press had received some i ncomplete reports on the object.  These reports had it made of 
transparent material , but with a metal l ic center of some sort . 

.. The object contained a strange plastic object with an oval-shaped pi ece in i ts ins i des of about 30 
centi meters of c i rcumference and 3 k i l og rams of wei ght ,  and made of al u m i num-like stuff .  I t  carr ied 
a ring made of the same metal and on its unders ide i t  had t he l etter .. T .. carved upon it .  .. 

So far that is a l l  - FLYING SAUCERS has ears to the g round for addi t ional reports. 
Often buri ed i n  fore ign papers are many UFO i tems that unfortunately are seldom seen by U .S .  

researchers and saucerenthus iasts. Thanks to  the A.P .R. G. Reporter, publ ished by the Aerial  
Phenomena Research Group of Seatt le ,  Wash . ,  we can publish what may turn out to be the most 
i mportant saucer report in h istory! 

I n  way of i ntroduct ion ,  readers may recal l that Maj . Donald Keyhoe ment i oned, i n  h is  f i rst hard 
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cover book,  FLYING SAUCERS FROM OUTER SPACE, a suppressed report on a l arge d isk a l legedly 
found near Spitzbergen by Norwegian jet f ighters .  Accordi ng to this early and fragmentary report , the 
saucer was d ismantled and taken to Narvick ,  Norway, for further study. Rumors growing around the 
report had It  that Russian symbols were found on the strange machine .  

The A.P.R.G. REPORTER got the fol l ow i ng details from a Dutch UFO pub l i cation ,  which had 
republ ished an account appear ing i n  the Stuttgarter Tageblatt of September 5, 1 955.  

Transl ation of the report fol l ows: 
"Osl o, Norway, Sept. 4, 1 955. Only  now is a board of i nqu iry of the Norwegian General Staff 

preparing for pub l icat ion a report on the exami nation of the remains of a UFO which crashed near 
Sp itzbergen, presumably in 1 952. 

"Chai rman of the board , Col .  Gernod Darnbyl stated, dur ing a brief ing of Air  Force officers, ' The 
crashi ng of the Spitzbergen d isk was h igh ly i mportant. Although our present scientif ic knowledge does 
not yet enab le  us to solve al l r idd les ,  I am confident that the remai ns from Spitzbergen wi l l  prove to 
be of utmost i mportance. 

" 'Some ti me ago a m isunderstand ing was caused by sayi ng that the disk probably  was of Soviet 
Russ ian orig in.  We wish to state emphatically that it has not been built by any country on this  
earth.'" 

The materials used i n  the construct ion of the UFO, the report cont inued, were compl etely 
unknown to a l l  experts who partic ipated i n  the i nvest igation.  

Facts about the UFO were not made publ i c ,  and woul d  not be unt i l  "some sensational facts have 
been discussed with U .S. and Brit ish experts.  We shoul d  reveal  what we have found as soon as 
poss ib le ,  s ince misplaced secrecy m ight wel l  l ead to pan ic , " 

The Stuttgarter Tageblatt conti nued to discuss the government's statements, and revealed that 
two l i eutenants, whose last names were Brobs and Tyl l ensen , had been assi gned posts as special 
observers in  the Arctic region since d iscovery of the crashed d isk .  The paper said that "contrary to 
i nformation from American and other sources ,"  the two officers c la i med that saucers had l anded i n  
the polar regi ons often . 

"I think that the Arct ic is serving as a k ind of a ir  base for the unknowns, " stated Lt. Tyl lensen , 
"especia l ly  during snow storms when we are being forced back to our bases ." 

Happy Val ley is  a beauti fu l  glen nest l i ng at the foot of Sutton Bank, the famous North Yorksh i re,  
England,  beauty spot. Lately, though, i t  had not been so beauti fu l  there, because three men had met 
the ir  deaths in Happy Val l ey. 1 

Local residents cal l ed i t  a "hoodoo, " but a FLYING SAUCERS Eng l ish correspondent suspected 
saucers might have someth ing to do with the tragedies .  Each death had been preceded by an eerie 
flash of light in the sky. 

F i rst there was Flying-Off i cer Col i n  Grabbem ,  of Dover. A bol t of l ightn ing ,  newspaper reports 
c lai med,  rent the a i r, and h is  Sabre j et p l u m meted to a crash - right onto an anci ent sacrif ic ial a ltar 
bui l t  by the Druids of antiqu i ty. That was in September, 1 954. In Apri l of 1 956 g l i der  p i l ot Stanley 
Skel ton d ied when h is  craft col l i ded with another g l i der. Again  a f lash of l ight i n  the sky was seen 
prior to the m ishap, and again  the v ict i m  was found in the wrecked ai rcraft amid the spl i nters of the 
shattered Dru id  attar. 

A month l ater the eer ie  l ight f lashed aga i n ,  and Arnol d  Astbury, a motorcyc le  salesman of Redcar, 
col lapsed and d ied in  a motorcycle  tr ial  i n  Happy Val l ey.  

Cal l i t  vengeance of the anci ent Druids,  cal l i t  the Devi l or " hoodoo,,. but there seemed to be 
some awful  pattern to I t  al l ,  and the weird i l l um ination i n  the heavens suggested to our correspondent 
that saucers m i ght not, i ndeed , represent on ly sweetness and l ight - but in this case l ight fol l owed by 
death! 

New Zeal and ski es were ful l of saucers during the l ate months of 1 956, i f  the reports i n  the 
Civi l i an Saucer Investigat ion's ( of New Zealand) pub l icat ion represented a measuring sti c k .  The l atest 
issue contained more than a h undred s ight ing reports , among them an i nteresti ng account of a strange 
object wh ich start led a farmer. 

The farmer, B. Thompson,  was certai n the 60-foot long,  30-foot wide object was "someth ing out 
of this wor ld  . .. 

Thompson got out of bed about 1 :30 in  the morn i ng to treat a sick farm animal .  Wh i le walk i ng 
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toward the barn he heard a h iss i n g  n oise that g radual ly i ncreased i n  i ntensity above h i m .  He l ooked 
up and saw an approach i n g  l i ght; then as the noise became nearer and louder he cou l d  make out the 
shape of a huge ai rcraft , unl ike any he had ever seen before. 

Thompson said i t  appeared to have a turret- l ike g l ass nose whi c h  bu lged out at the front, and a 
dome on top from which a b lue l ight of bri l l i ant intens i ty shone. There was a br ight whi te l ight i n  the 
turret.  The object d isappeared at great speed over  the horizon .  Other New Zealand reports: 

L. Provis saw a bright c igar-shaped obj ect i n  a vert ical pos it ion ,  with the top end rounded off and 
a bottom which tapered. He said it also had ,. l i tt le objects on the l ower end of i t . " This was about 
1 0: 00 p .m. ,  and he said the th ing was .. brighter  than any star. " 

Two elderly lad ies on the i r  way to c hurch, were walk i ng along Harwood Street i n  Ham i l ton,  when 
they s ighted a large, bri ght orange-col ored cyl i ndrical  object stationary in the sky. They watched it 
al l  the t ime as they walked the fu l l  l ength of the street and it  was sti l l  there when they went i ns ide 
the c hurch.  

The crew of a north-bound fre ight  tra in  saw four objects f ly ing i n  format ion which the engi neer 
described as ,.fantast ic . .. The objects appeared as four l arge balls of i ntense whi te l ights, no more 
than 500 feet h igh ,  the engi neer said .  . .They were c i rcu lar i n  shape and appeared to be masses of 
whi te l i ght. .. Suddenly  they reversed d i rection,  shot off at h i g h  speed i n  the a ir  and over the back of 
the trai n.  

Al l of whi c h  leads up  to one of the most unusual saucer accounts of al l t i me, a report pr inted in 
the Central Hawkes Bay Press, of New Zealand. 

W. R.  Kibblewh i te ,  whose farm is  l ocated 1 2  m i l es from Eaipukarau ( they have some mighty odd 
names for p laces in New Zealand ) ,  awakened with a c ramp in h is  knee in the early  hours of the 
morni ng.  He said he got up and was walk i ng around the room ,  try ing to work off the c ramp. 

He had turned away from the windows, on wh i c h  the b l inds were up,  and was ready to go to bed 
when he not iced a bright f lash i n  the mirror he was fac i ng and which i tself  faced the window. 
Thi nk i ng someone was sh in ing a l ight at h i m  through the window, he turned, noted to h i s  surprise and 
with some alarm that a very th i n  beam of l ight,  about three i nches across, was sh in ing down into the 
room d iagona l ly from the sky. Fol l ow i ng the beam with his eyes he saw it was comi ng from a c i rc u l ar 
object i n  the sky, "about three t imes as large as a star, .. and b lu ish i n  color.  A bright center of the 
object seemed to d i m in ish in bri l l i ance toward the edge, wh i c h  ended i n  a halo effect, so that there 
was no c learly defined edge. 

As soon as he caught sight of the object he saw a b l ue f lash , and a l arge b lu ish beam shot down 
from the object, i nto the room and right on h i m ,  repl ac i n g  the s mal l beam of l ight .  It m ust have been 
on h i m about three or four seconds, he bel ieved, when he stepped out of i t  and it d isappeared as if a 
search l ight had been turned off. 

Whi l e  the beam was on h i m  he said he experienced a very odd sensat ion,  "as if someone was 
star ing at me. "  

Probably the most amazi ng part of Kibblewhite 's narrat ive was h is  detai l ed d escript ion o f  the 
beam of l i ght. He said i t  was a b l u ish-s i l ver color,  "the l ike of wh ich I have never seen before . "  

There was n o  d i ffusion o f  I ight  around the beam, as there is from search l ight beams. I t  was 
exactly round; i ts edges were c l ear cut,  j ust l ike a pipe.  I t  converged only s l i ght ly and the beam 
seemed to be opaque; he said he cou ld  not see through i t  as one could an ordi nary beam of l i ght .  
When he l ooked toward the b lue star- l i ke object the l i ght from i t  d id not dazzle h i m .  

After h e  stepped out o f  the beam the object from wh i c h  i t  ori g inated began spinn ing ,  then 
d isappeared.  

A correspondent wh ich sent the report to the Civi l i an Saucer Invest i gat i on headquarters vouched 
for the farmer's honesty and reputat ion for truth . 

After the report appeared I n  the paper another man, A.B.  Reehal , of Puketapu,  tol d  of a s i m i lar 
experi ence. At 1 1  :30 p .m.  the same n i ght,  two hours and 40 m i nutes before K ibblewhi te's eerie 
experiences, Reehal also had been awakened by a beam of l i ght s h i n i ng i nto his room .  He j umped out 
of bed and ran out on h is veranda, where he could see the beam of l ight shi ni ng down through some 
poplar trees. I t  came from an object identical  in descr ipt ion to that seen by K ibb lewhite. In fear of 
deris ion Reehal had not told anyone about his experience unti l he had seen K i bb l ewhite 's  report in the 
papers. 
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James W. Moseley, who tries to bamboozle h is readers of SAUCER NEWS with h is  theories of 
earthmade saucers, has again  departed for South America, ostensi bly  on a treasure hunt.  The wri ter 
has j ust come across some "hot" i ns ide informat ion on Moseley, whi c h  he hopes to print in an issue of 
his SAUCERIAN BULLETIN, as soon as c learance is obtained. 
FL YING SAUCERS No. 3, November 1957 

Those h igh I n  government who shou ld  know or make it their bus i ness to know j ust what was go ing 
on i n  the skies, ei ther no l onger looked u p, or, i f  they d id  so, gazed with repressed shudders. 

Si nce 1 947 two k inds of i mportant people  had double-talked saucers: Reign ing I ntel l ectual 
authori ti es such as astronomers,  phys ic ists and other sc ientists - and those at the helm of 
government, i nc luding pub l i c  servants in vital Air Force pos it ions. 

To construct j ust what they actual ly were th ink ing about saucers woul d  be hypothet i cal . Perhaps 
saucers HAD crashed. Perhaps there WERE l i tt le men,  as some had postu lated, p ick led somewhere in 
alcoho l .  

The l i ttle men, I f  they actua l ly existed beh i nd heav i ly guarded laboratory doors,  could throw the 
whole argument off. That wou l d  be PROOF. But in the ten years s i nce Kenneth Arnold gazed awe­
struck at sh i ni ng disks over Mt. Ran ier the pattern of offic ia l  reaction to the UFO had begun to 
emerge. 

More and more i t  became evident that the scientists and the government men, although they 
probably knew a great deal more than the man on the street d id  about the saucers ,  were hedging for 
a very serious ( to them) reason . 

They just didn•t know exactly what the saucers were and where they came from. 
And they were worried.  
Not so much for fear of attack or ray guns or g reen men from outer space. 
Some day they would have to admit they had failed to uncover any real answers. 
Gradual ly  they began admitt ing grudg i ng ly to themselves that people  were see i ng something. 

They knew this to be a fact for they, themselves, had seen the saucers. 
Not ALL the saucers were hoaxes, hal l uc i nations, m i rages, mis interpretati on of conventional 

objects or sex repressi ons. 
But once they had admitted to themselves the saucers were real they were faced with an even 

more g lar ing question mark: What were they? Where did they come from? 
If they admitted to the publ ic  that they were convinced the saucers were real the pub l i c  would 

say, ,.Mr. Government Man , i f  they are rea l ,  JUST WHAT ARE THEY? II 

And the government man cou l d  not answer and wou ld  l ose Votes. 
Somewhere i n  sec l uded mountaintops other men had wondered . Men who were supposed to know 

everything going on in the heavens. ,The men who had been assigned complete authori ty, if only in an 
intel lectual way, of the universe. 

The astronomer, also, had seen the saucers with h is own eyes , and no doubt had access to a l ot 
of c lassi fied reports tel l i ng about how other rel iable people had seen them. He, too, grudgingly 
admitted to h i mself the saucers were real . 

B ut he, too, was faced with a problem.  
I f  he sa id  he thought the saucers were real , he too wou ld  be asked further q uestions. I t  woul d  be 

extremely unwise to  f ind h i mself  i n  a posit ion whereby he cou l d  only say, " I  don ' t  know! " 
The man on the street wou l d  say , "Mr. Astronomer, j ust where do these saucers come from? I I  

If the astronomer said he d idn ' t  know, the man on the street woul d  .lose a hero. 
So the government and the sc ientists tr ied the next best th ing.  They began to ignore the saucers,  

hoping they woul d  go away, hoping the pub l i c  wou l d  forget about them.  
But there were those who wou ld  not  al l ow them to forget.  And final l y  there were people i n  h igh ly 

respected posit ions to be reckoned with.  
Henry J. Taylor ,  newly appointed Ambassador to Switzerland, told a Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee hearing there is something disturbing and mysterious going on in the heavens. 
Although he fel t that 90 per cent of the reported saucer s ight ings represented .. r id icu lous stor ies 

by pub l ic ity seekers, m isconceptions or opt ical i l l us ions, I I there was sti l l  1 0  per cent that must be real . 
Al though he said he d i d  not have .. the faintest idea what is happeni ng ,  11 Taylor added, .. i t  is very 

difficu l t  to deny that someth ing is happening around us that we j ust don•t understand . �� 
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"The more you get i nto that th ing the more fascinat ing i t  is ,  .. he added. 
The last t i me the spacemen visited h i m ,  they ate up  al l the ham and eggs in the house, or so 

Howard Menger, of H i gh Bri dge, N .J . ,  told a final day gathering at the fourth annual Interplanetary 
Space Craft convention at G i ant Rock I n  Cal iforn i a. 

More than 7, 000 people gathered at the ai rport, operated by George Van Tassel , near Twentyni n e  
Pal ms for t h e  annual get-together o f  saucer fans and t o  hear people  from al l  over t h e  country talk 
about saucers.  

Menger told the enthusiast ic  gather ing how he had been buddying around with saucerians si nce 
the age of 1 0, and how recently he  had been permi tted to take Pol aroi d  photographs of thei r  space 
ships, and had even taken a r ide in one of them. 

His experiences with extraterrestrials ,  who, he said,  were . .  here to help us, " began when he was a 
chi l d .  Experienc i ng an overpoweri ng urge to take a wal k i n  the woods near h is home, he met a 
beautifu l  g i rl w i th l ong b londe hai r, c lad i n  transparent sk i  paj amas, who talked to h i m  " in  a way that 
seemed out of th is  world ,  even then. .. Recently he found the same g i rl among the crew of a saucer, 
l earned to his amazement that she was 500 years o l d! Menger received world-wide publ i c i ty after 
relat ing how f ly ing saucers were landi ng regu larly near his New Jersey home. He told the convention 
assemblage that not only he, but his wife,  h is c h i ld ren and neighbors had seen the space vis itors.  

Whi l e  Menger was speak i ng ,  James A. Lee ,  of Abi lene, Tex. ,  was cru is i ng the desert in a special  
car rigged with an "i nfra-beam" detector whi c h  he hoped woul d  track any saucers that may have 
been f ly ing near the convention s ite .  

On ly  one near brush with space peopl e  at  the  convention came when the crowd spotted a strange 
f igure which trekked in out of the vast desert and was thought to be a vis itor from outer space. 

"The spacemen want peace; Noth i ng can stop us now! " the visitor declared, but it turned out the 
f igure was the "peace p i lgr im, " who recently had been mak ing  a walk i ng tour  across the nat ion in the 
i nterest of wor ld  peace.  

Back to  Menger briefly, i t  has been i nterest ing to  note react ions of  non-saucerers who have 
happened to hear h i m speak on rad io  and televis ion interviews. We have spoken to many business 
acquai ntances , who though they have only a casual i nterest in saucers, have been i ntrigued by the 
Menger account. A lthough they f i nd it d i ff icu l t  to bel ieve the story, they nevertheless have expressed 
thei r  i mpression of the apparent honesty of Menger. 

And comments would  not be complete wi thout rel at ing a statement from the M i ch i gan Flying 
Saucer Federati on in regard to Menger's lecture before them on Apri l 20. One member of the 
audience, described as "a serious UFO I nvestigator, " whose name was withheld,  observed a smal l d isk 
( which he bel ieved was a "moni toring d isk ") enter an open wi ndow of the auditoriu m  and f l i t i nto the 
record ing room where several i nd ividuals were tap i ng the l ecture! 

People In  the vi l l age of Beaucourt Sur-L'Andre, near Amiens,  France, got qu i te a scare after a 
flyi ng saucer reportedly l anded on a nearby road and four l i tt le men dressed i n  grey got out of i t . 

Michel Sekete, a 29-year-old Hungarian refugee, said he  was cyc l i ng home when he ran across a 
reddish-colored saucer. H i d i ng beh i nd a te legraph pole wh i l e  trying to make up h is  m i nd as what to 
do, he became even more fri ghtened after seei ng four l i tt le men wal k ing along the road. 

Th ink ing he shou l d  vacate the scene as qu ick ly as poss ib le ,  he made a run for his b icyc l e  when, 
as he told the pol ice, "the four l i tt le  men came toward me in a threateni ng manner. " 

Natural ly there were explanations as off ic ials tried to expla in  away something they cou l d  not cope 
with. M. Chatela in ,  mayor of the vi l lage, had a labored one. He said h is  wife had been worrying 
about her cows d uri ng the n i g ht ,  had gone to the pasture to c heck on them. The l antern she was 
carryi ng,  which contained one pane of red g lass accounted for the saucer with f lash ing l ights he 
explained.  But the l i ttfe men? " Si mple , " explai ned M .  Chate la in :  "On l y  Madame Chate lai n 's cows . "  

Although the expl anat ion had apparently suff i ced t o  cal m the townspeople 's  fears , some o f  them 
were st i l l  wondering about the strange tracks found on the road surface and a b l ac k  l ava-l i ke 
substance discovered at the scene. 1 Six people ,  i nc l ud i ng a rai lway stat ion watchman and h is wife,  
averred they had seen the saucer. 1 We can i magi ne the exp l anation for that one! 

Royal A ir  Force offic ia ls and Air  M i n i stry c h iefs were i n  a t izzy, trying to exp la in  away a 1 ,  000 
mph UFO which a squadron of supersonic Jave l i n  f ighters fai led to catch .  

The object was fi rst s ighted on one of Brita i n 's most advanced radar setups, the system which 
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maintains watch over the c i ty of London and the south coast .  Streaki ng over the Eng l ish  Channel  the 
object  was p lotted flying westward at about 48, 000 feet. Immed i atel y  the Jave l i n  f i g hters scrambled 
from a f ie ld  at Odi ham, Hants ,  to intercept the object,  were homed i n  on i t  near St. M argaret•s Bay, 
Kent ,  but fai l ed to make contact with whatever had buzzed England. A l though the exact speed was 
secret ,  offic ials sai d  the Jave l i ns could atta in  a speed of more than 700 mi l es per hour.  

Whi le  some wondered i f  the object cou l d  have been a Russian l ong-range p lane on a test f l ight ,  
offic ials declared the Soviets had no planes capable of f lying faster than Engl ish or American craft , al l 
the whi le  announc i ng they were chec k i ng private compani es whi c h  m ight be testi ng "h i gh-speed 
prototype a i rc raft such as the Fai ry Delta 2 and the Engl ish Elec tr ic P- 1 f ighter to see if they had 
any ai rcraft f lying this course and speed on Monday n i ght . "  

Si nce n o  other radar stat ions p icked u p  the object, and the Jave l i n  f ighters also fai l ed t o  get I t  on 
thei r screens, Ai r M i n istry offic ials f i rst b lamed fau l ty radar for the s i ght ing,  later said i t  l i kely was a 
meteor. 

The A ir  M in istry d i d  adm i t ,  however, that the strange object seen by David Meyers, a 1 6-year-old 
school boy, of Tooting,  m ight have represented a visual report of the object seen on radar. 

David was saying good night to his g i rl fr iend, Sandra Lewis,  at 1 1  p . m. the same even i ng when 
they saw an object ,  "about the s ize of a b i g  star g lowing orange. .. It was about 45 degrees from the 
horizon i n  a northeasterly d i rect i on ,  David added. 

"It was moving toward the west and c l i mbing.  Then i t  d ived and d isappeared below the houses . "  
Seconds l ater i t  paid them a return vis it ,  appeari ng twi ce as b ig ,  d i rectly overhead , and th is  t i me 

maki ng a h igh-p itched whist l i ng noise. The th ing then stopped and hovered, but after a few seconds 
moved off to the north and faded out. 

"No one bel i eves me, " said David ,  "but it is  true. I don • t  bel i eve in f lying saucers, but it could 
not have been a meteorite or a comet because i t  was chang i ng d i rect i on . "  

H i s  g i rl friend added that "It was j ust l ike a golf  bal l f ly ing i n  the sky . .. 
Meanwhi l e  the House of Commons wh i c h  lately had been r id ing the RAF about UFOs, was said to 

be readyi ng some embarrassi ng questions to ask the Air  M in ister. Also the case of the strange "flying 
bowl , "  sjghted in the Eng l ish sky a week earl i er,  would get attent ion in Par l i ament. 

A few day earl i er two mysterious expl os ions, 350 m i les apart , baffl ed Eng l ish pol lee and bomb 
disposal experts . 

The f i rst expl osion dug a f ive-foot crater on the Epsom Downs racecourse. Around the c rater 
pol i ce found fragments of metal cas i ng .  1 

"Most pec u l i ar, .. stated Major Arthur Hartl ey,  of the Royal Engi neers ,  who i n vest igated the 
incident . Slates had been b lown off nearby houses by the shock of the b last.  Maj . Hart ley said 
fragments found in the crater looked l ike part of a home-made bomb. There were no scorch marks on 
the earth,  but tree branches had been snapped and rubb l e  thrown about .  

The second expl os i on ,  near G lasgow, al most l i fted A . W .  Buchanan •s c a r  off t h e  road. .. , saw a bal l 
of f i re - l i ke a b laz ing beacon h i t  the earth - A c loud of b l u e  smoke dr ifted up  in mushroom shape. "  

The explos i on came as the obj ect fel l  I nto a nearby f ie ld .  Buchanan , whose wife also wi tnessed 
the odd event,  said, "The explos i on was fol lowed by a c loud of b lue smoke which dri fted away l i ke an 
atomi c  mushroom. "  Investigators discovered a two-foot crater, in whi c h  they found a mysterious 
whi te-gray powder .  

Later, a mystery blast shook a 25-mi l e  stretch of  Exmoor, Eng land,  and houses trembled as  far 
away as the North Devon vi l lage of Chi tt lehampton . This  t i me the R.A.F.  author i t ies ru l ed out the 
poss i bi l i ty of a j et.  All planes had been grounded because of bad weather. 

The loud booms were pos i ng qui te a publ i c  relations prob lem,  and author i t ies d idn ' t  k now how to 
handle the d i ff icu l ty. If they stated the booms were caused by p lanes , the publ i c  wou ld demand more 
carefu l control of pl ane testi ng;  i f  they said they d idn ' t  know what caused the exp los ions, the pub l i c  
wou ld demand that they f ind out j ust what was goi ng o n .  Off i c i als  woul d  probably j ust start i gnor ing 
them, as they had saucers. Or cal l them hallucinations of the ears! 

Back i n  the states people were also hearing l oud noises, though the newspapers accredi ted the 
explos ion l i ke sounds heard in West Haven , Con n . ,  to a j et p lane break i ng the sound barrier.  

An on the spot report from B .  Macaul ey, of West Haven , reports the expl os ions hearct at 6 :00 A.M. 
and l ater at around 1 1 :00 A.M. ,  on June 6 ,  were so i n tense wi ndows rattl ed ,  and in certain spots 
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houses shook and the ground trembled.  Frantic cal ls jammed off i c i al switchboards. The general fear 
was that the Ol i n  Industr ies Powder Factory had b lown up, some i nd icat ion of the intens i ty of the 
b last. Offic ials deni ed the presence of a j et anywhere near West Haven at the ti me, and no other 
explanat ion can be found,  though later the newspapers assured the publ i c  it was a p lane . 

.. I was walk ing to work, II reports Macauley, 11When suddenly the sky was spl i t  with a r ipping,  
rending b last from a c l ear b lue sky.  No planes were vis ib l e, nor were there any jet  trai l s  in the sky. " 

An i nteresting s idel ight to the explos ions was the pecu l iar weather condit ions the fol l owing day. 
Macauley reports that on June 7 the temperature dropped to 60 degrees, the sk ies became overcast 
with gray, and a th i c k  smog saturated the air. 11The air had a burni ng sensation to the skin,  and 
breath ing was uncomfortable .  My fac e  and hands felt  sunburned, and my sk in turned s l ig ht ly red . "  

Maybe people blamed f ly ing saucers for everyth i ng that could not b e  explained l og i cal l y  in other 
ways, b ut some ref lect ion on the i ncreasing frequency of strange b l asts heard l ately is  i nteresting. 

If saucers are real , are sol id ,  and travel at supersonic speeds, i t  woul d  appear that qu i te often 
they might break the sound barr ier and c reate son i c  b lasts. Then ,  too, if saucers carry force f ie lds 
whi c h  have some effect on the air  around them ,  a sudden turn i n g  off of the f ie ld  c ou l d  conceivably 
play some havoc as large masses of a ir  rushed back together or became unaffected by the f i e ld.  

Saucerians with f i les run n i ng back to 1 953 may recal l  that the recent noises around West Haven 
are nothi ng new. On August 20, 1 953, those res idents of that c i ty, who bel i eved in propheci es,  
thought the world was coming to an end - for that was the fatefu l  day, accordi ng to prognost icators 
who used as the ir  authori ty prophet ic i nformat ion gathered from pok ing around ins i de the damp 
darkness of the Great Pyramid of Egypt. 

Anyway, a great swooshi n g  noise was heard about 9 :00 P .M.  L ights d i mmed, bui l d i ngs shook, and 
some feared an atomic bomb had fal l en .  One woman suffered a miscarriage as a resu l t  of the 
exc itement.  

Hurried i nvest igation by pol i ce revealed an untoward thing had occurred: A red bal l of f i re about 
six to e ight Inches in d iameter had s mashed through a s ignboard, r ipping  a hole more than a foot wide 
in  the 20-gauge steel .  An eye witness declared he had seen the fi rebal l penetrate the s i gn board, 
then changed i ts course, tear through the top of a l arge tree, j ust m issing te l ephone and power l ines, 
and d isappear over a h i l l  about a half- m i l e  away. Analysis of a metal l i c  residue l eft by the object 
showed si mpl e copper oxide.  

Flying saucer history shows that a l though i t  i s  comparati ve ly  easy to see UFOs, i f  one only 
watches the sky, capturing them is  a saucer of a d i fferent co lor! 

Wi l l iam West and Wal lace Widde l l  ( aged 47 and 34 ) had one almost in the bag in Bal four, New 
Zealand,  but it got away, l eavi ng them with only a shak i ng experi ence to remember. 

It al l began with the men standing outside West•s home, near the garage attached to h is  house. It 
was 3 : 1 0 in  the morn ing. A party was al most end i ng i ns ide,  and they had stepped outs ide for some 
fresh air.  ( I  suppose we•re leaving ourselves open for this one! ) 

FLYING SAUCERS, off ic ia l  pub l icat ion of the Civi l ian Saucer Investigat ion of New Zealand, whose 
representatives investigated the report, descri bed the morn i ng dark and cal m ,  with no stars or moon 
showing. A drizz le  was beg inning to fal l .  

Suddenly a bright object,  whi c h  l ooked l i ke a star attracted thei r  attention .  I t  was moving,  came 
near the house, s lowed down and leve l ed out about 1 2  feet above the ground,  a l l  t he whi l e  g l owing 
with a f luorescent b lue-whi te l ight. As the obj ect s lowed,  the bri l l iance d i m i n ished. 

S ince the thing was moving toward the house the men f igured i t  was going to l and on the roof, 
but accord ing to West ,  i n  a statement to CSI, 11 l t  turned away from the house and al most l anded as i t  
hovered about 3 feet above t h e  groun d ;  i ts appearance was o f  a b i rd ,  oblong i n  shape and f l uorescent 
l ighted . .. 

West, braver than some men ,  deci ded to make a grab for the UFO, but as he moved i n  on i t  was 
b l i nded by the i ntense l ig ht rad iating from i t .  As he  moved toward i t ,  the object,  which had then 
changed shape to that of a sphere about 1 5  - 1 8  i nches in  d iameter, qu ick ly moved back about s ix  
feet to avoid capture. 

Undeterred by the b l i nding l ight,  West made two more attempts to grab the obj ect, but each t i me 
he al most had i t  the th i ng j umped out of reach .  As i f  apparently t i red of the catch ing  game and 
afraid  West might be successful ,  the sphere f i nal l y  took a faster and bigger j ump,  c learing an e ight-
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foot fence near the house! As It began a hurried departure It g l owed more bri l l iant ly, developed a red 
center, and grew s mal ler In size. Then it completely d isappeared from s i ght .  

When questioned careful ly by a CSI i nvestigator, both men agreed newspaper reports of the 
strange encounter had been absol utely true, further added that al though the obj ect emitted a b l i nd i ng 
l ight,  i t  d id  not radiate heat, and they had been qu ite near i t .  A l l the whi l e  i t  had seemed to the men 
that the object  was either i ntel l i gent ly contro l l ed or was of some strange intel l i gence i tself .  

Local authorit ies tr ied to expla in  away the sphere as bal l l i ghtn i ng ,  al though FLYING SAUCERS had 
not heard of the phenomenon behaving i n  a manner such as the sphere. The publ ication quoted a 
book on natural phenomena by Frank W. lane, 11THE ELEMENTS RAGE, .. whi c h  said,  of bal l l i ghtning,  
" It  wi l l  often enter bui ld ings v ia c h i mneys , doors or w indows, see m i ng ly  expl ore around and l eave via 
the same or another exi t. It usual l y  avoi ds touching objects i n  the vic i n i ty and on reach ing  open air 
again usual ly  exp lodes with some vio lence. II The magaz ine pointed out, however, that there was 
never any record of bal l l i ghtni n g  avo i d i ng attempts to capture i t ,  maki ng apparent changes of shape 
or colors .  

The account is  somewhat rem i n iscent o f  a n  Ir ishman's encounter w i t h  a saucer l ast September, 
though in  that case the capturer had the th ing in his hands before I t  made an escape j ust in t i me to 
avoi d  being taken to the author it ies.  

It happened i n  Northern Ire land,  near Moneymore,  where Thomas H utchi nson , described by 
neighbors as II a l evel -headed , God-fearing man, II saw a strange egg-shaped object descend from the 
c louds and l and in a bog about 200 yards from h is front door. 

The saucer was about 1 8  i nches In d iameter, accord i ng to the farmer who further descri bed i t  as 
" br ight red with two dark red marks at the end and three dark red stripes. It had a saucer-shaped 
base . I k icked it over, but i t  returned to i ts ori g inal pos i t ion. .. When he got down on h is knees for a 
c l oser l ook, i t  began to spi n ,  he said ,  so Hutch inson put a hammer lock on i t! 

Meanwh i l e  Mrs. Hutc h i nson, l ooking on, g rew pate with fright,  ran to the house and started 
praying.  But her indomitable husband held on. He dec ided to take it to the pol ice stat i on .  Evi dently 
the saucer was quiet unti l Hutchinson made one b ig  mistake: To get across a hedge he momentar i ly  
had to take h is  grip off  the th ing ,  whereupon i t  began to sp in  aga i n .  This t i me he wasn ' t  ab le  to get  a 
good ho ld  on i t ,  and i n  the resul t i ng fracas with the th i ng ,  11The monster nearly p u l l ed my husband off 
his feet, II accordi ng to the good wife. 

Al though the authorit ies tried to make out it was a water- Jogged weather bal l oon,  the farmer had 
stated def initely, i n  an i ntervi ew with Desmond Les l i e  for1 the Brit ish FLYING SAUCER REVIEW, that the 
object had remained perfectly dry al l through his bout with it .  

And so i t  was that al though wou ld-be saucer owners got c l ose to them, and even had them in 
thei r  grasps, somehow they a lways managed to get away. The proof that m ight change the face of 
the world and manki nd ' s  enti re thin k i ng ,  was sti l l  e lusive. And one wondered i f  the U .S. A i r  Force, 
also, had not been s i m i l ar ly e luded. In al l the reported i nc idents of j et aircraft encounters with 
saucers, the stories had s i m i l ar endings. The saucers got away, unscathed , though I t  was not a lways 
apparent that the aircraft had enjoyed such safety. 

In Engl and other c i t izens were havi ng brushes with the unknown. Mrs .  Dorothy Fitton, of Wardle ,  
became so frightened after a saucer encounter that she retreated i nto her home,  shout ing,  "Good, 
God, they're here! " 

Late i n  February, 1 9-year-old Gwynneth Fi tton was walk i ng a long the dark lonely l ane toward her 
home when l ook i ng up she saw a fr ighten ing sight. There above her up the h i l ls ide and only a few 
feet off the ground was a c ircu l ar object which gave off a bri l l iant  whi te g l ow. Below the object was 
a second, but smal l er, sphere, which  constantly c hanged from red to white . 

Rushing i nto the house she shouted for her mother to go and l ook.  M rs.  F itton went outside,  and 
by that t i me the object had come nearer, was only a few yards away, where i t  stopped. 

Both mother and daughter ran i nside the house, but f inal l y  marshal l ing courageJ s l ipped out for 
another l ook. By that ti me It was al most on the ground, but then began to c l i mb very gently.  F i na l ly 
i t  was above some nearby tel ephone pol es and d isappeared from s ight.  

Investigators learned the experience cou l d  hard ly have been an hal l u c i nation for other Wardl e  
residents had also seen i t. The s ighti ngs aroused s o  much pub l ic i nterest that J.A. Leavey, M . P. 
representi ng Wardle ,  tabl ed a question to the Secretary of State For A i r, ask i ng ;  .. Whether he is 
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aware that an abnormal and h i gh ly i l l u m inated airborne object was seen near Wardle ,  Lancashi re,  at 
about 1 0  P.M. on Friday,  February 1 5, and whether any warni ng was given by the radar syste m . "  

I t  may have been there weren't  more saucers ,  b u t  j ust si mply more young l oves , walk i ng in  
sec l uded lanes and probably l ook i ng at  the moon i n  non-astronomical manners .  Many reports proved 
that such int i mate t i mes were exc e l l ent occasions for see i ng saucers. I f  saucers broke up many a 
necki ng party, they nevertheless gave lovers somethi n g  e lse exci t ing to th ink about. 

For example,  whi l e  David Wood, 1 7  -year-old apprentice pai nter of Wath , South Yorksh ire,  
Engl and,  was walk i ng with h is  g i rl ,  he s ighted what he termed "a spin n i ng object surmounted by a 
dome and surrounded by a l um i nous halo. " He was convi nced i t  was a f lying  saucer. 

" I  was flabbergasted, "  he told reporters. " It  l ooked so wei rd.  It  was spi n n i ng fast and spun 
toward Cortonwood Col l iery, not mak i ng any noise. I watched it th i nk i ng it  wou l d  fal l to the ground 
l ike a shooting star, but i t  turned in a most strange way and came back overhead, d isappear i ng In the 
n ight . "  

Both Wood a n d  h is  g i rl saw t h e  saucer a total o f  two minutes. A s  t o  her opi n ion ,  s h e  observed,  
11 1t makes you th i n k  when you see someth i ng l ike that. " 

Also i n  England Mrs. Jessie  Roestenberg ,  of Stafford , was revis ited by saucers. Walk i ng i n  her 
garden on a starry n ight,  and probabl y  l ook ing for saucers, remembering her f i rst dramatic s ight ing,  
she gazed upward, and there the th ing was! 

Th is ti me I t  was a long c igar-shaped obj ect, with orange f lames shooting out the end.  It had an 
apparent size of 1 8  i nc hes long,  i n  her opin ion,  was completely s i l ent and soon moved upward and 
disappeared when a p lane approached the spot where it had been hovering .  

But this t i me she was not afraid ,  and she remembered her  terror of  two years before with  some 
amusement, for now she had become convi nced that visi tors from space were here on friendly  
missi ons. The ti me of  her  l atest s ight ing  was strangely the  same as  the  f i rst one :  about 5:00 P.M. , just 
after darkness had fal len .  

It  was i n  1 955 that her two l i tt le boys fel l to the ground prostrate with terror when two human­
l ike beings stared at them through the transparent cab in  of a flying saucer. They had been in the 
garden p laying.  Mrs .  Roestenberg went to cal l them i nto the house, when she, too, emitted a shriek 
of terror. Hovering i m mediately above the house was a huge spherical  obj ect, with two men gaz i ng 
i ntently at the c h i ldren, apparently from the cab i n  of the machi ne. They had long hair ,  and high 
foreheads. "They looked j ust l ike p ictures of by-gone k ings , " she observed. 

She ran to the c h i l dren, p icked them up and ran i nto 1 the house, bol ti ng a l l  the doors . 
FL YING SAUCERS No. 4, FEBRUARY 1 958 

Soon the year 1 957 woul d  be only a memory and FLY I NG SAUCERS FROM OTHER WORLDS wou ld  
be  almost a year o ld .  At  copy dead l i ne for the  issue you are read ing ( Oct.  1 0, several weeks before 
the magazine was pri nted) i t  l ooked as i f, saucerwise, i t  wou l d  have been a most i nterest ing year. 

As al most everyone,  by the beg i nn i ng of 1 957,  s i l ently predicted, no sure answer to the o ri g i n  and 
purposes of f lying saucers had been found - at l east answers that everyone could accept. 

In a telephone conversation just before dead l i ne Prof.  Charles A. Maney, of the Physics Dept. of 
Def iance Col l ege,  Def iance, Ohio ,  was st i l l  convinced saucers represent extraterrestrial  phys ical craft, 
mechani cal ly constructed , was in possessi on of a p iece of metal he fel t  j ust about proved his point .  

Others, also convinced of an extraterrestrial ori g i n , were j ust as greatly convi nced there was no 
truth in the contact stories related by those who c l ai med to have i nterviewed space people;  whi l e  the 
"contactees" were just as convi nced that they HAD met extraterrestri als .  

Civi l i an Saucer I ntel l igence ,  of New York City, fe lt  saucers coul d  be a number of things, i nc l ud i ng 
upper-atmosphere ani mals which feed on energ ies released by atomi c  experi ments .  I n  New Jersey, 
James W. Moseley, edi tor of the controversial  SAUCER N EWS, sti l l  held that the d isks were 
constructed by earth people,  perhaps by a secret "Organization, " a supra-governmental agency. 
Moseley's saucers also fed upon radiat ion;  but in h is opi n i on they were machines ,  constructed for the 
purpose of absorb i ng or "wi p i n g "  away harmfu l by-products of the Bomb. 

I n  Cal ifornia ,  Trevor James, who authored a book t i t led,  "SPACEMEN - FRIENDS AND FOEs•• 
asserted the saucers come from underground, agree i ng ,  i n  part , with Richard S. Shaver; but James '  
saucers were unsubstat ial , astral thi ngs, existi ng tenously i n  a d i fferent d imension.  

Meade Layne, d i rector of the Borderland Sciences Research Assoc i ates, i n  San Diego,  Cal i f . ,  
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would  sti l l  l ay h is  subscribers• money on a k i nd of fourth d i mentional ori g i n ,  though he agreed with 
James that there also might be some honest-to-goodness flesh-and-blood spacemen around - .. moon 
physicals .. for example,  which  the l atter felt  might have conversed with George Adamski and taken 
h im for r ides in space shi ps.  

Th is  wri ter, however, sti l l  d idn ' t  want to make up his mind on the subject.  But he was ready to 
state that saucers were sti l l  m ighty comp l icated, l i kely represented many k i nds of phenomena. 

Regard less of what the saucers were or what they had in mind ,  there sti l l  was an awfu l  lot of 
them.  

The saucers continued to  be exasperati ngly comp l i cated, as  varied in  configuration  as  the  1 958 
automobi les. Near B la ine Lake, Saskatchewan, Lawrence Cheveldayoff saw a strange obj ect, shaped 
"l i ke a derby hat wi th a white l ight on the top sect ion,  .. hovering about 200 feet above the ground, 
then d isappearing toward the earth.  He was on a farm tractor, about a m i l e  away, and d idn 't  get a 
good l ook at i t . 

In Cornwal l ,  Engl and, Eric Pengel ly,  a 33-year-oJd postal employee, observed a dome-shaped 
object l i ke "a s l i ced egg , . .  and elsewhere in G reat Bri t ian,  H. G. Clark, of Northampton, tak i n g  things 
easy after some gardening,  saw what he descri bed as a .. f laming onion . .. 

A new type of f lying saucer, or f ly ing whatzl t ,  i nterupted the exp lorations of Dr. W. Cl inton G i l es,  
geo log ist of Rapi d  City ,  S .D. ,  dur ing the summer. Dr. G i l es was doing geological work i n  the Canyon 
Branch of Litt le Oi l Creek when h is  attention was drawn to a rapid ly  moving  object. 

A l ong f iery th i ng,  whi ch he est i mated to be about 300 feet l ong and ten feet in d i ameter, whizzed 
by h i m  and f lew at great speed about 2000 feet below the top of the canyon . Vis ib le  for only about 
f ive seconds, It van i shed toward the B lac k  H i l ls to the east. The object made no noise. 

Dr. G i l es was so upset by the sight ing he abandoned expl orat ion and headed home. 
London, however, was agog over a UFO with an al most comfort ingly fami lar shape. Four people 

l iv ing In areas north of London telephoned the Air M i n istry reporti ng they had seen a c igar-shaped and 
i ntensely l uminous object trave l ing  across the sky at high speed . One witness, a res ident of 
Buckhurst H i l l  Essex, said the object appeared to be composed of g lass or  p last ic .  . . It  was one mass 
of bl ue-green l ight.  It was trave l i ng at an i ncred ib le  speed , much faster than any jet plane I have 
ever seen . .. 

Later an Air  M i n istry spokesman expla ined the c igar was .. probably  a cosmic  bal l oon caught in  a 
fast ai rstream . .. 

Meanwhi l e  saucer enthusiasts with a f la i r for the unu�ual had many th ings to hash over. 
It probably had nothi ng to do with saucers, but i n  F lemington,  N.J. , a White Leghorn hen baffl ed 

Rutgers University c hicken experts when i n  a five-day period the feathered prod igy l ai d  1 7  eggs. A lso 
at Rutgers the experts tried to feed Leghorn hens tranqu i l i zer p i l ls ,  on an assumption that the h ighly 
exc itab le  fowl would be cal med down and eat less food. But to thei r d ismay the c h i ckens moved as 
fast as ever, and ate as much as ever. 

In Roswel l ,  N .M . ,  workers got started on the world's tal lest manmade structure, a 1 , 61 0 TV tower, 
a modern Tower of Babel ,  some wags who wished to comment unkindly on current televis ion 
programmi ng might  observe. In Long Beac h ,  Cal i f . ,  a heat wave wiped out f lea trai ner Bob Matthews ' 
troupe of performers ,  and he reportedly was l ook i ng around for a dog. 

" It made a queer k ind  of throbbing and humm i ng sound,  not l i ke anything I ever heard before. I 
don 't  know if that's the f i rst th ing I not iced or i f  i t  was the l ight I saw f i rst . 

.. , thought sure i t  was a p lane, but then I saw i t  was round and know that a p lane doesn' t  make a 
noise l i ke that . 

" I  watched i t  unt i l  i t  landed and then I got out of there fast. " 
That was what Jack Stephens, 1 5-year-old res ident of Gal t, Ontar io ,  Canada, told Gene 

Dupl ant ier, of Toronto, Ont.,  who, after heari ng that the spectacular saucer s ight ing had been a hoax, 
went to the nearby town to i nvestigate for FLYING SAUCERS. 

He came away convinced the boy had experienced a c lose brush wi th someth ing from another 
world.  

Newspaper accounts said the 1 7" x 8 .. " tracks, " about two inches deep, left after the saucer had
· 

l anded , were not .. monster" tracks, but art i f ic ial ly  made, added they bore evidence that a metal l ic 
object had been dug i nto the ground and dragged backward to make the i mpressions. 
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Shown over the l andi n g  s i te by young Stephens, Duplantier learned the newspaper stor ies had 
been erroneous I n  general ; Stephens had not c la imed to see any monster, bel i eved the tracks had 
been made by l an d i ng gear on the saucer, though he had been too frightened to note many detai ls as 
the actual landing  took p lace. 

The marks were exact ly 1 5  feet apart, accord i ng to Duplantier, who n oted they formed the shape 
of a triangle.  Earl i er, before curious visitors had trampled over the s ite,  the tracks had conta ined 
further, vein- l i ke marki ngs, s i m i lar to those i n  a l eaf, though not as regu lar. 

Stephens showed Duptantier how branches of bushes had been broken off with i n  the 
c i rc umference of the saucer as i t  touched down. Some of the branches were also scorched. 

The saucer l anded in a f ie ld  where corn had been grown but had s i nce been harvested,  l eavi ng 
stubble .  Two bales of hay, done up  with wire, happened to be under the saucer, and had been r i pped 
open , though only some of the hay had been scorc hed. 

S l owly young Stephens went over the i nc i dent which occurred on July 30. He was alone with h is  
dog on a farm owned by a G . S. Knapp, when he was attracted by the l i ght and the strange noise. The 
object,  which he est i mated to be about 40 feet i n  d iameter, and ten feet h igh ,  descended about 300 
yards from hi m,  then hovered over the f i eld .  

The saucer consisted main ly of a d ish-shaped body which spun,  under a k i nd of dome which  
remai ned stationary. The l ower part had a d u l l  a lumi num appearance, but  the  turret was much 
bri ghter ,  l i ke c hromi u m  on a new car. At the bottom a protuberance was vis ib le  from whi c h  a red 
glow came, not f lames as n ewspaper accounts had i t .  

11AS I watched,  II Stephens told Duplantier, " the th ing j ust dropped down l ike a hel i copter and I saw 
l ight around it . " As the speed of rotat ion decreased Stephens noted that the l i ght broke up i nto 
openi ngs , which he cal led portholes, around the l ower r im of the saucer; but they cou l d  have been jet 
exhausts, he said. The boy saw no s i g n  of any occupants , but wasted no t ime run n i ng from the scene 
when the hoveri ng craft sudden ly  l anded. 

As Stephens retreated he saw, in a hasty l ook over h is  shoulder, the object take off suddenly,  this 
t ime without sound,  and zoom away over a l ake. 

A few days l ater i n  Toronto two teenage g i rl s  were g iven " the scare of thei r l i ves" by a strange 
flying object, accord ing to l ocal  newspapers.. Col l een Wei l er ,  1 6, and D iane Kloepher, 1 5 , were terror 
str icken when the object c i rc led about 1 00 feet above them, as Col l een was wal k i ng part of the way 
home with D iane, who had been p laying tennis  at home. 

They had started home about 1 0:30 p.m. ,  arrived at an i ntersection near the Bank of Montreal 
when Col leen was attracted to a bright l ight apparent ly hovering over the bank bui l d i ng .  Col l een 
stopped, stared at the object; then Diane saw her look ing and also d iscovered the object. 

" I t  was round and the l i ght was b l i nd ing , ., said Col l een.  " I  could n • t  l ook at i t  for any length of 
time at al l  or my eyes woul d  have been more painful than they were. I t  was stationary tor a short 
t i me, then it wou l d  spurt away and then woul d  return to a pos i t ion above us . .. 

" I t  was real ly scary and so c lose to us, " added D i ane. ., , noticed the flames, or i t  was more l ike 
white heat comi ng out of it on each s ide. When it wou ld  start away it would  grow d i m mer, ahd there 
seemed to be a dark plate or spot in the m i dd le  of it at such. t i mes. We n ever d i d  see the top of i t .  It 
seemed to be as big as a l arge room . ., 

The g i rls parted hurriedly, each runn ing toward her own house. The object fol lowed Col l een back 
along Church Street to her home. 

"As I ran ,  i t  was r ight there beh i nd me, every t i me I l ooked over my shoulder. I was real ly  
scared . .. 

Her mother confi rmed Col l een·s fr ight. .,Col l een came run n i ng I nto the house and told me what 
she had seen and I could  see by her face and eyes that somethi ng had happened to her. Her eyes 
were red and b loodshot and they were wateri ng. I tried to pass i t  off as noth i ng,  but I was so 
frightened mysel f  that I wou ldn't  go out and look . .. 

The mother added the g i rls had j ust returned from summer camp and to her knowledge knew 
nothi ng of the saucer scare set off by the Galt l andi ng. 

In further reference to older news, one of our readers i s  trying to track down the actual c l i pping 
wh ich he remembers readi ng in a scrapbook before saucers became pub l ic ized. As he, Lewis P .  
Brown, recal ls  i t , a c lergyman of  a southern state, i n  horse and buggy days, was driving home one 
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night when he saw a f lash of l i ght and somethi ng lan d  in a nearby f ie ld .  He went to the  spot and dug 
out an object wh ich  had buried I tsel f  there. 

It was a disk about three feet In d iameter, and composed of an unknown meta l .  A long with the 
characters of an unknown language was engraved a drawing of a d inosaur. Could  i t  have been a 
message,  informi ng Earth both in p icture form and some al i en tongue that humankind has been under 
observation s ince prehistoric t im es? 

Sti l l  in  the way of old news is  a real wei rd i e  reprinted in the Aug. 8 ,  1 957 edi ti on of the Harriman,  
Tenn . ,  Record, taken from the orig inal  story in the  Jan. 6,  1 898,  edit ion of  another Harri man 
newspaper. 

The somewhat anc i ent account related how B inghampton, N .Y. ,  scientists were puzzl i ng over a 
strange metal l i c  substance whi c h  had fal l en with a b l i nd i ng f lash of l ight and burled I tsel f  in the 
ground near Park Avenue. The substance was broken apart, was found to contain  a p i ece of metal on 
which  were a number of curious marks resembl i ng Egyptian writ ing .  No one cou l d  deci pher the 
strange tongue, however, nor could the metal be i denti f ied ;  and speculat ion was that the strange fal l 
had been an attempt at communicat ion by another world.  The thi ng was put on exh i b it i on and would  
be  plac ed i n  the  geological col lect i on of  the  l ocal  h i g h  schoo l ,  the  story concluded. We wonder i f  i t  is  
st i l l  around and i f  any readers have heard of this or the previous account. 

In Greencast le ,  Ind . ,  a curious saucer fol lowed four teenagers,  then dropped a " bomb" on them. 
George Bennett, 1 7, Jack G lover,  1 8, Bob Col eman ,  1 8, and another teener, Jerry Brattain ,  had 

been in Russelvi l le ,  a nearby town, were driving home on At. 234 when they saw a huge red l i ght i n  
the sky. 

Accord i ng to Kenneth Bennett, pub I isher of The Putman County Graphic, and father of George, 
the boys parked the car in order to get a better l ook at the l ight .  

I mmediately the red l ight seemed to become aware of them, for as soon as the car halted it  
moved d i rectly over the boys. 

" Hey, i t 's  comin'  down , " G l over yel led , whi l e  the others gawked at the thing,  now taking on a 
defin i te physical conf igurat ion .  

AccordJng t o  G lover, "It wasn 't  shaped l ike anythi ng w e  had ever seen . I t  appeared t o  b e  about 
50 by 1 00 feet in s ize, equ i pped with large wh i te l ights on each s ide.  Several other colored l ights 
were also visi b le . " One of the other boys noted it was k idney shaped. 

Instead of hot reddi ng it out of there, as the Eastern Edi tor wou ld  have done, the boys dec ided to 
stay and see what wou ld  happen,  though they adm i tted 1they were even then "pretty scared. "  One of 
them thought about the spotl i ght,  and turned i t  upward at the object. When the l i ght h i t  the saucer 
the thing came right down at them! 

Al most at the same i nstant something exploded in the car, against G l over's cheek, after seeming 
to bounce from the floor. That was enough for the boys. They jammed the car in gear and " burned 
rubber for a hundred yards gett i ng out of there . "  

The saucer couldn 't  " burn rubber, " but i t  appeared t o  b e  as anx ious as the boys to l eave. As they 
departed they saw the th i ng shoot upward at great speed and " then move north l i ke a bolt of 
l ightn i ng , " to quote G l over. 

FLYING SAUCERS received the orig inal lead from The Indianapolis News, and hesi tant to accept 
the story at face val ue,  was abl e  to reach the writer,  who turned out to be Kenneth Bennett. Besi des 
publ ishing the weekl y  Graphic at Greencastle,  he occas ional l y  submits news to the Indianapo l is  dai ly ,  
and on the telephone gave the I mpress i on of being a rel iable reporter .  He had been in the newspaper 
business e leven years , he sai d ,  also was the publ isher of a house magazi ne issued by the Arketex 
Ceramic  Corp . ,  a large Ind iana fi rm. 

Speaking of the witnesses, Bennett sai d ,  "I 've never seen a bunch of boys as exc i ted as they 
were, " when they rushed into h is  house to report the incident. About the veraci ty of h is  son,  he  said ,  
"After knowing my boy for 17  years I should  be able to tel l  whether he is  tel l i ng the truth . I 've fed, 
c lothed and schooled him a l l  these years , and I don ' t  th ink he'd l i e  to me. " 

Other s ightlngs i n  the same area lent  credence to the report. So many objects had been seen 
that County Sheriff Joe Rol l ings advised young peopl e  agai nst vis it ing the scene of the s i ghti ng. 
Other reports , from res idents in the northwest part of the county, inc luded descr iptions of saucers 
resembl i ng the type reported by the four youths. 
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Other Ind i ana saucernews: 
Over Frankfort in ear ly July,  Clarence Greeno spotted a "very bright object whi c h  looked l ike a 

bal l  of s i l ver, .. and which  " appeared to move very s l owly, but i t  was quite h i gh i n  the sky. " Some 
conjectured I t  was a test run of one of the new earth sate l l i tes . 

On August 1 3, Mrs. El fa Levi and Mr. and Mrs .  Ralph Col l i ns of Gary saw a l arge saucer hovering 
over a lake near the i r  home. Mrs.  Levi said ,  " I t  l ooked as I f  i t  were made of two saucers, one of them 
ups ide down, g l ued together. I t  had a s loping hump on top and another on the bottom,  and i t  tapered 
to an edge al l around. " The object, whi c h  she esti mated to be 60 feet i n  d iameter by about 1 5  feet i n  
i ts th ickest part, emitted a bri l l iant white g l ow and revolved s lowly. I t  was f loat i ng about 5 0  feet 
above the water and was about 300 yards from her l akeside home. After she had watched the obj ect 
for about 1 5  seconds, the l ight s lowly d i m med and it  vanished from sight.  

Another cornf ie ld was i nvolved with a saucer,  th is t i me in Addis ion Townsh ip ,  near Shelbyvi l le,  
whe re an anonymous woman saw a f lat ,  spheric al object about 1 0  feet in d iameter and four feet th ick 
descend to with i n  1 00 feet of the ground. It  hovered there for a few seconds, then f loated away. 
She saw the object from her front porch where she was s itt ing about 9:00 i n  the eveni ng .  She 
reported l ights of various colors around the r i m of the saucer. As the saucer departed i t  made a 
.. c l an g i ng noise, .. accord i n g  to the witness who d i d  not g ive her name because she feared r id ic ul e .  

Whi l e  conservati ve U F O  i nvestigators fussed a n d  fumed a t  George Adamsk i a n d  others who 
c lai med they had conversed with saucermen, and whi l e  James Moseley,  in SAUCER NEWS pointed out 
the mysterious symbols on the footpri nts l eft by Adamsk i 's  Venus ian friend had changed shape 
remarkably i n  d i fferent publ ished vers ions, the Mt. Palomar saucerer was sti l l  going  strong. 

More than 300 peopl e  l i stened to Adamsk i l ecture i n  Detroit ,  M ich . ,  with an accompanyi ng f i l m  
whi c h  contained a scene o f  a j et with vapor trai l r is ing  and passi ng under two very l arge disks mov i ng 
across the sky, and a smal l er one, wh ich Adamski  termed a " record i ng disk, " maneuveri ng i n  front of 
a bank of fol i age whi le  a larger c raft control l ing i t  hovered over and i n  back of i t .  The l arger craft 
was i nvisib le  to the eye when the fi l m  was shot, Adamski said ,  but came out on the col or f i l m .  
Adamski 's movie began with d rawings from Afr ica a n d  Japan offer ing i nterpretations of the Venusian 
footprints, and symbols al legedly left on a photograph i c  p late g iven to h i m  by the saucerian, as 
reported i n  " FLYING SAUCERS HAVE LANDED. "  

Meanwhi le  the going for two other Cal i forn ia  saucerers had been rough o n  a ,.Long John .. 
broadcast over sati on WOR ,  New York City, before the a l l -n ight j ockey of both k i nds of d isks 
c lammed up on saucers. 1 

Jules St. Germain ,  Lex Mebane, and Ted B l oecher, al l of Civi l ian Saucer Inte l l i gence, NYC, 
d isputed c lai ms by George Van Tassel , who was being interviewed by Long John . Al though funds 
runn ing i nto f ive f igures had been col lected by Van Tassel 's Col lege of Un iversal Wisdom for 
construction of a phys i cal plant to house that i nst itut ion,  only an outhouse , CSI developed, had 
actual ly  been erected. 

Most dramatic part of the al ln lght d iscussi on came at the end of the show when Dan Fry ,  also 
present, i nd icated an object he had p laced on the table was an i nterplanetary art i fact. Mebane made 
a grab for it,  pocketed it, and Fry made a d i ve for Mebane, with the intention  of recovering the 
brown, metal l i c ,  perforated disk.  B ut it so happened the object fel l  to the floor through a hole i n  
Mebane's pocket. Fry recovered I t  and the wor ld  was deprived of a scient if ic analys is .  

" Pi l ot to GC1 . Have un identif ied bl i p  about 20 m i l es away. Thi rty degrees to l eft. Do you read i t  
too? " 

"This is GC1 . Nothi ng on our scope. Over. " 
.. B l i p  showing up c l ear. Good target. Ask permiss i on to i nvestigate. " 
Such goes a poss ib le d ramatizat ion of . an Ai r I ntel l igence Information Report released to the 

Nat ional I nvesti gations Com m i ttee on Aerial Phenomena, in a sudden reversal of the usual t ight­
l ipped-everyth ing-c lass if ied pol icy. 

It happened on an undisclosed date i n  December, 1 956,  when two jets were prac ti c i ng ground 
radar posit ioned i ntercepts on each other at an undisc losed v ic in i ty. 

With permission from the ground, the p i l ot took after the b l i p , and the j et 's radar showed he was 
gain i ng on the target at better than 700 m i l es per hour.  E ight  m i l es from the target the p i l ot obtained 
d i rect visual observation of a round object, exact ly  where the radar said It was. The p i l ot said i t  was 
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"the s ize of a lead penc i l  eraser i f  p laced agai nst the wi ndscreen ,  .. whi c h  i nd icated the object had 
been at least 200 feet in d iameter, probably larger, accord ing to N ICAP est i mates. 

Close enough to get a .. lock-on .. by radar, the p i l ot let h is  p lane be guided automati cal ly  toward 
the UFO. 

But the saucer, or whatever it was, seemed to become aware of the pursuit ,  for accord i ng to the 
pi l ot, some k i nd of strong i nterference jammed the radar. But the terrestrial p i lot had one ace up h is  
sleeve the other inte l l igence evidently d idn ' t  foresee. He switched frequency, a common ant i -jam 
procedure, and for ten seconds al l was wel l .  Then the mysterious i nterference agai n tried to i nterrupt 
the radar's funct ion i ng ;  th is t i me i t  was not strong enough to break the .. l ock-on . .. 

F ive m i l es away from the object, the p i l ot saw the UFO make a shal l ow l eft turn. He then could 
see i t  was a c i rcu lar th i ng ,  of a golden tan color; however i t  d id  not reflect the sun.  

Suddenly the object sped away, at  a speed . of about 2 , 000 m i l es per hour, al though the AF said 
the speed was only an est i m ate, s ince the UFO's rate of departure was faster than the radar could 
ind i cate. The b l i p  soon d i sappeared from the scope. 

After the p i l ot had l anded and reported the encounter, ground personnel went over the ship with a 
f ine toothed comb. The radar operated correctly; al l electr ical systems were normal . 

I f  there were .. shush-ups, .. i f  there were pressures, i f  there was del iberate d iscouragement 
d i rected toward those who Investi gated or beat the drum for saucers,  it was hard to point an accus i ng 
finger at a pi npoint source. 

Maybe there wasn't  a formal organ izat ion,  existi ng in secrecy, wh i c h  s i l enced saucerers .  But If 
there wasn 't  anythi ng so dramatic as al l that, the pressures WERE there. Maybe it was the result  of 
individual fears, fears of someth i ng new and upsett i ng ,  somethi ng wh ich  m ight change the face of the 
earth and the way men l ived . 

Back i n  the h i l ls ,  at Mountain View, Mo . ,  an o ld  man probably knew that sooner or l ater he wou ld 
feel the pressure c lose in .  Buck Nelson is  a peaceful soul who bothers nobody, except that h is  story 
may be d isturb i ng to some. Nelson states space people have v is ited h is  house, and on one occas ion 
took h i m  for a r ide i n  their  saucer. 

Nelson was try ing to make out on a state pension of $55 .00 per month, before even that smal l 
amount was taken away. It was cut off because Buck persisted i n  tel l i ng about his vis i ts fro m  space 
people .  Here is how it came about, in Nelson's own words: 

" My case worker came to my home and said to me, 'Anyone that saw a f ly ing saucer, or said that 
they rode in one is  CRAZY! ' She was very mean and ornery to me. What I had to take from her was 
a shame. She said that I woul d  have to take an examination for my sani ty to get my pension back,  
but I sai d  I wou ld NEVER get  i t  back ,  as I wou ld  be rai l roaded to an i nsane asyl u m .  She said she was 
tal k ing for the state and county, and that i t  wou ld  stop my story, and that was what they wanted , and 
they wou ld starve me out and try to force me that way to stop my story. " 

Nelson also said he had received a l etter from h is  case worker whi c h  stated he would  have to 
take an exami nation for h is san i ty . 

.. , have also been cal led a Com m unist because I am agai nst war and the bomb tests, " he added 
later in a letter to FLYING SAUCERS. 
FL YING SAUCERS No. 5,  May 1 958 

To those looking for saucers i t  had al ready been an i nteresting year. As readers of FLY I NG 
SAUCERS would testi fy, 1 957 had shown no letup i n  s ight ings of the thi ngs , whatever they were. 

Some felt  the saucers stood for hope, some were ind i fferent to them, . and some were fri ghtened 
of them. But as the earth ground toward the end of her orbit ,  and the leaves turned red , then faded, 
saucerers gazed at somethi ng they were more i mmed i ately concerned about. 

Casti ng a grotesque shadow across the free worl d ,  the Russi an Sputn i k  cou ld  mean a number of 
thi ngs. I mmediately it was something to get shaken up over. Russi an scientists had apparently 
beaten us to the punch. The s ize of the Red moon alone i n d icated the U.S.  was not only behi nd in 
f ir ing a satel l i te i nto orb i t, but beh i nd in m issi l es as wel l .  " Sputn i k  I"  was sai d  to weigh 1 84 pounds;  
the f i rst U .S .  experi mental " moons" wou ld weigh  only four pounds and measure only s ix i nc hes in  
diameter. 

As the U.S.  conti nued to assure c i t izens the free world  wou ld  soon catch up with the Reds , Russ ia 
d id  i t  again .  " Sputn i k  I I " was even larger, showed even greater capaci ty i n  rocket development and 
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production.  And i t  contained the f i rst l iving space trave ler,  Lal ka, a dog , b lasted into orb i t  to c i rc l e  
the earth al ive, unti l t h e  l i fe g iving oxygen and e l ectrical power in t h e  sate l l i te gave out. 

Then it happened! The biggest saucer scare in history broke loose. For once neither the papers, 
nor the people, could Ignore them. They were everywhere! 

FLYING SAUCERS real i zed that with advance dead l ines i t  was i mposs ib le  to get out with the news 
whi l e  it was sti l l  fresh;  bes ides , a l l the papers had been c arrying the most of i t .  Instead, the edi tors 
concentrated upon getting the complete story, with the background necessary to arriving at some 
con c lusion about the mass s ightings. The edi tors felt that more i mportant than mere ly  reporting the 
best s ightings, some conclusion should be reached, if possible. FOR THE SAUCER 11 FLAP" HAD 
OCCURRED S IMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE LAUNCHI NG OF "SPUTN I K  I I . "  Of course it cou l d  be 
coinci dence, but that was the least obvious conc lus i on .  THERE MUST BE SOME CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THE SECOND MOON AND THE B IG SAUCER " INVASI ON! .. 

Pedro Saucedo was dr iving out to a farm, on State Route 1 1 6, near Level l and,  Texas, when the 
f irst pub l ic ized s ighting of the big saucer f lap took p lace. With h i m  was a fr iend,  Joe Salaz.  Sudden l y  
they saw a huge torpedo-shaped object in the sky, headed toward them.  The l ights o f  h is truck went 
out; then the motor d ied.  Let Saucedo tel l  it in h is own words: 

• 1  jumped out of the truck and hit the dirt because I was afraid. I called to Joe. but he didn•t get 
out. The thing passed directly over my truck with a great sound and a rush of wind. It sounded like 
thunder and my truck rocked from the blast. I felt a lot of heat. Then I got up and watched It go out 
of sight toward levelland. a 

Later he described the thing as " torpedo-shaped , .. or .. l i ke a rocket, but much l arger. .. L ights on 
the object seemed to be wink ing on and off. 

On the same n ight a n umber of drivers reported seeing what evidently was the same object,  or 
others j ust l i ke I t , as pol ice swi tc hboards were f looded by reports. Among them:  

Ronald Mart in , 1 8-year-old  Level l and truck driver, had a brush with the unknown s i m i l ar to 
Saucedo. The l ights of h is  truck also went out and the engine d ied when he saw what he described as 
.. a b ig bal l of f i re"  whi ch dropped onto the h ighway, r ight in front of h i m . As it settled to the h ighway 
it changed to a bl u ish green color; then to a f i rebal l again when it rose straight up and d i sappeared . 

James D. Long,  another truck dr iver,  drove up  on the object wh i l e  i t  was .. s i tt ing on the road, .. as 
he put i t , about four m i l es west of Level l and.  He was driving on a county h i ghway known as the 
Oklahoma Flat Road , and brought h is  car to a stop when he spotted the object. Then h is  motor d ied 
and the l ights of h is truck went out. Long told  offi c i als �e was "never so scared in al l my l i fe, " d idn • t  
know how long t h e  object was o n  t h e  road before i t  took off because he had fainted . After t h e  thing 
left, he,  l i ke the others, was able to start up the truck without d ifficu l ty. 

When i t  was l earned that Hockley County sheriff,  Wei r  Cl em,  and h is deputy also had seen the 
obj ect,  James V i l l ard , editor of THE UFOLOGER interviewed him by telephone. Fol l owing is a part ial  
transcri pt: 

Vi l iard: I understand you recently had a s ighting of a UFO. 
Clem: Yes , that is true. 
Vi l l ard: Cou ld  you tel l  me briefly what happened? 
Clem: Wel l s ir ,  as the witnesses around town have said ,  this object has been spotted on the 

ground three t i mes, and as they got c l ose to it, i t  wou ld  k i l l  the motors on the i r  cars, and also thei r 
headl ights . 

Vi l l ard: Wou l d  you tel l me what size i t  was and how i t  l ooked? 
Clem: Wel l ,  they said i t  was approxi mately 1 25 to 200 feet in d iameter; it was oval shaped, with 

a f lat bottom, and i t  had a g low of greenish-blue l ight.  
Vi l lard: D id  you see the object personal l y? 
Clem:  No,  s i r ,  I d id  not. I d id  see the l ight from the obj ect.  
Vi l lard: Do you have any opin i on where the object came from or what i t  may have been? 
Clem: No,  s i r, I do not. 
In B i rmingham, Ala.,  a m i l k man also had ign i tion troub le  when he spotted an i mmense 600-foot 

long object wh ich  he esti mated to be 1 50 feet wide.  James Moore said he was driving to work when 
the .. sky l i t  up .. and his i gn it ion system conked out. The thing,  about a m i l e  away, was hovering 
about 200 feet above the ground.  Moore sai d  he " took a l ook and left . "  We suspect that is qu i te an 
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understatement. 
In Urbana,  I l l . ,  state troopers Calvin Showers and John Mautu l is  were chas i ng a bri l l iant f lying 

object in  thei r cru iser when sudden ly the i r  pol lee rad io went dead. A pol ice patrol at E l mwood Park, 
Chicago ( where hundreds of s ight ings also were reported ) ,  also noted electri cal d isturbances when the 
off icers s ighted a huge reddish-orange disk drop out of the sky, then zoom upward and d isappear on 
November 4.  Pol icemen Joseph Lukasek and Cl i fford Schau, and Fi reman Robert Volz sai d  they were 
rid ing west on Bel mont Ave.  in a squad car when they spotted the th i ng over the El mwood Park 
Cemetery. They took off westward toward the descending d isk ,  but as they drew c loser the l ights on 
the car d i m med and the motor sputtered . As the d isk rose i nto the air ,  suddenly the l ig hts brightened 
and the motor functioned normal ly. 

Generally the flying objects were described as egg-shaped; by night fiery and by day exhibiting a 
smooth surface, opalescent in color. Most reports contained the absence of portholes, fins, or other 
aeronautical configurations. 

But near Covi ngton , i n  west central I nd iana, farmer Robert Moody reported the egg had changed 
i ts shape. Worki ng on a combine i n  a f ie ld  he  spotted a f ly ing object resembl i ng a huge fried egg -
sunny s ide down - going  over with a screa m i ng noise. I mmediately the motor of h is  combine went 
dead. 

FLYING SAUCERS reports these part icu lar experiences because they seem to effectively r id us df 
an i mportant theory: the mass s ighti ngs coul d  hard ly be i magi nary and a psycholog ical react ion to 
11 Sputn i k  I L  I I  True, a fr ightened driver m ight  make some ref lex act ion wh ich woul d  cause t h e  motor to 
stal l ,  but in such an emergency he wou l d  hard ly  swi tch off the l ights! And the widespread reports of 
s i m i lar nature had establ ished a defi n i te pattern of e lectrical d isturbances in connect ion with s ightings. 

Saucerers are i ndebted to Coral E .  Lorenzen,  head of the Aerial  Phenomena Res·earch Organi zat i on 
for bring i ng to l ight the amazing narrative of James Stokes ,  a c ivi l ian expert on h igh alt i tude research 
at Hol loman Air  Force Base, near Alamorgordo and Whi te Sands Proving Grounds . 

It is a good th ing Stokes happened to be a personal fr iend of Lorenzen ,  for i t  was she to whom he 
came after his c l ose contact with a f iery egg-shaped object wh i le he was dr ivi ng on U.S.  H ighway 54, 
toward El Paso. Unfortunately  i t  is  now extremely d iff ic u l t ,  if not i mpossi b le, to reach Stokes for 
comment. When NICAP tri ed to i n terview Stokes shortly after his ori g i nal report, it was learned he 
had been muzzled. Maj . L. J. Tacker informed NICAP that Stokes had been in the hospital  "for nervous 
tension , " and that the miss i le  engineer now bel i eved he " m i ght have seen some k i nd of weather 
phenomena . ., 

1 
But before the s i lence group could  c l amp the muzzle  on Stokes, Lorenzen rushed h i m  to rad i o  

stat ion KLAG t o  report what he had seen , and the fol lowing is what he tol d :  
Ten m i l es out  of  Orogrande his car  radi o  faded, and as  he reached to  turn the  volu me up the set 

d ied completely. The next th ing he noticed was a sputtering i n  his engi ne ,  then it too suddenl y  went 
dead . I t  was then that Stokes noticed he was approach i ng considerable  traff ic  halted on the road 
ahead, and people  stand ing on the h ighway, poi nt i ng exc itedly at the sky. 

Stokes l ooked where they were poi nt ing.  A huge egg-shaped th i ng ,  wi th a mother-of-pearl 
i ri descence, was approach i ng.  Sudden ly  i t  made a turn and swept  over the h ighway, then took 
another pass at the road . 

Not taking ti me to th i n k  about h is stal led engi ne and dead rad i o, Stokes was main ly  concerned 
about the strange feel i ng of oppress ion he was experienc i ng as the th i ng passed over h i m. He said i t  
was e ither heat o r  a "wave o f  pressure, " he wasn 't  sure which.  

The object suddenly rose upward and seemed to van ish i nto space. After the i n i t ia l  exc i tement 
had d i ed down, Stokes jo ined the exc i ted conversation of the other witnesses, noted that one man had 
a camera and had shot p ictures . Then Stokes entered h is Mercury and tried the starter. I t  ran 
perfectly! 

In  the confusi on Stokes did not ask for addresses of the other wi tnesses . though he did remember 
the names of two of them, who cou ldn ' t  be l ocated. The APRO d i rector bel i eved many of the 
witnesses were employees at Whi te Sands , that they had made reports to thei r superiors there and 
had been shushed up. 

Apparently the widespread s i ghti ng caught the AF unawares , as they f idd led with the text of a 
forthcomi ng Report on saucers, probably worki ng overti me i mbu i ng the copy with even more double 

2 7  



talk than contained i n  the previous ones .  As a resu lt  of AF rel axati on ,  several reports whi c h  shoul d  
not have reached the publ i c  d i d  j ust that - reports qu ite damni ng t o  the pos i tions that most s ight lngs 
could  be explained away as a natural phenomena, hal l uc inations, and the l ike. 

We bel ieve the fol lowi ng report i s  a s l i p . It concerns two d ramat ic  s ight ings smack dab on the 
Whi te Sands Proving Grounds , by two m i l i tary patro ls ,  who made the i r  reports i ndependently of each 
other. 

The amazing th ing about the fol l owing is i ts being a d i rect and apparently offic i al report from 
White Sands, taped from the telephone and broadcast by the Mutual Broadcast ing Corp. Considering 
the l ater pos it ion of the AF on s ight ings , i t  Is al most unbel i evabl e  the pub l i c  informat ion officer wou l d  
have dared couched h is  report i n  such straightforward terms. W e  i magi ne that B i l l  Haggart caught 
some hel l  after this one went over the air.  Here it is , and we quote: 

This is Bill Haggart, Public Information Officer of White Sands Proving Grounds, New Mexico. 
Three young military policemen who spotted a mysterious object over White Sands Proving 

Grounds Sunday agreed here tonight that what they saw looked like a landing and takeoff of some 
controlled object from outer space. In open session here with the public information and intelligence 
officials, the youths pieced together a startling tale of what appeared to be the movements of a 
controlled device. 

Working on two shifts of routine patrolling of the off-range area, the soldiers said they had not 
talked to each other about what they saw until after both reports had been turned in to the Provost 
Marshal's office. They stated further that prior to their sighting of the object they had read no 
newspaper accounts, nor heard anything about mysterious objects elsewhere. The youths emphasized 
that the object looked as bright as the sun, but that it did not light up any of the sky around it. 

Cpl. Glenn H. Toy, with his buddyr Pfc. James Willbanks, saw the object first about 3:00 A.M. 
Sunday. The object came down slowly, to about 50 yards from the ground, the corporal said. It 
stayed up there about three minutes, giving off a brilliant, reddish light. Then it came to the ground 
fairly fast, at about a 45-degree angle, and the light went out quickly. 

•This was about two or three miles away from me (Cpl. Toy stated). It looked like a completely 
controlled landing. • 

Willbanks has been on a three-day pass, not present to interview. His pass had been approved 
some days previously. The other two MP's, Specialist Third Class Richard Oakes, and Specialist Third 
Class Henry Barlow, spotted what appeared to be the same object some 17 hours later, about 8:00 
P.M. Sunday, when they were on patrol together in a jeep. 

They first noticed the object hovering motionless about 50 yards from the ground, and then saw it 
rise S"lowly into the sky and stop again. • at  got so far up finally that it looked ltke a star, " said Oakes, 
•then all of a sudden we didn't see it any more.• 

ul know it couldn't have been an aircraft, • said Barlow, "because it remained motionless for 
several minutes. • 

The second patrol atso saw the object from a distance of about two miles. It was about the same 
area. The patrols possibly were about a mile apart. The terrain at the northern tip of the range is 90 
miles north of White Sands Proving Grounds Headquarters, and is near the bunkers used in the first 
atomic bomb explosion in 1 945. The terrain is flat desert land, and it is possible to see clearly for 
several miles. I think that covers it. 

I t  was evident that the psycholog ical exp lanation,  as wel l as the other standard evasi ons used by 
the AF, was los i ng ground.  Not only the Whi te Sands s ighti ngs, but others,  earl ier  and duri ng the 
November f lap had i nvolved m i l i tary personnel and other trained observers. 

AF expla iners qu ick ly released a statement on  the Whi te Sands i nc ident, probably the best one of 
thei r  current l ot. One of the patrols had seen the planet Venus, the other was looking at the Moon! 

They qu ick ly d isposed of some of the other ones to the satisfact ion , i nc identa l ly ,  of few. The 
Leve l l and scare was caused by bal l  l i ghtn i ng ,  and the cars had sta l l ed because e lectrical c i rcu i ts were 
wet .  They h i n ted Stokes was pul l i ng a hoax. 

The widely-known case of the Coast Guard Cutter Sebago, the c rew of wh i c h  had s ighted a 1 000 
mph UFO both by radar and visual ly ,  was d ismissed as faul ty interpretat i on of the radar scope, 
operated, we m ig ht mention by trained radar techn i c i ans. We s uspect the Coast Guard somewhat 
grudg i ng ly  wi thheld comment about th is  rather obvious s lam upon the qual i ty of i ts personnel . 
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In Knoxvi l le ,  Ten n . ,  schoolboy Evertt C lark averred that a " l ong round spacesh ip"  had settled down 
in a cow pasture outside h is  wi ndow. 

Two men and two women, talk i ng l i ke German sold iers i n  war movi es he had seen, got out,  he 
dec lared , and k idnapped his dog, Frisky. They also tried to k i dnap another dog , wh ich  ran away. 

Reporters were less skeptical after f ind ing 11a pec u l i ar i mprint i n  the grass, .. 34 feet l ong and f ive 
feet th ick.  

Coul d  saucerians be i nterested I n  br in g i ng the can ine speci es to the i r  home planets? Or maybe 
saucerians, too, are j ust s i mple decent fol ks who l i ke dogs. Or maybe after the stories h i t  the papers 
John Trasco, of Everittstown, N .J . ,  s i mply wanted to get i n to the act. 

Thanks to the Civi l i an Saucer Inte l l igence, of NYC, here is another paral l el account of spatial  dog 
fanciers .  About dusk on Nov. 6. Trasco had j ust returned to his home when the bark i ng of the fami ly 
dog attracted the attent ion of h i m  and h is wife .  Look i ng toward the baying they saw a l u m i nous egg­
shaped object, whi c h  they said was about 1 0  feet l ong,  hovering a few feet off the ground near the 
barn. The account isn ' t  complete as to whether Trasco approached the saucer, but the p i l ot evi dently 
was able  to converse with h i m ,  at least at shouti ng d istance. 

Accord i ng to Trasco, a l i tt le man only 2% feet tal l ,  "dressed in a green suit  with sh iny buttons, " 
emerged from the egg-shaped th ing and addressed h i m  i n  broken Engl ish.  Apparently there were 
some exchanges in conversation before Trasco ful ly understood what the saucerian wanted: to take 
the farmer's dog . Trasco then shouted , .. Get the hel l out of here! .. and the l i tt le man compl i ed ,  as he 
jumped back i nto his saucer and took off. 

In New Orleans, La. , i nterplanetary thievery took on I ts worst aspects when a res ident c l ai med 
that some l i tt le g reen men landed in h is front yard, robbed h i m  of his b i l l fo ld ,  also entered his home 
and took several art ic les - al l this accord i ng to a rad io report. 

Another i nteresting space man report came from Los Angel es ,  Cal i f . ,  a reg ion l ong beset with 
unl i kely phenomena. It was a b izarre account of how three motorists saw a mysterious egg-shaped 
space shi p  resting on a beach in a .. b lue haze" and an unusual story, too, because of the name i t  
i nvolved . 

R ichard Kehoe, not to be confused with Maj or Donald E . ,  Keyhoe, told L.A. M i rror-News reporters 
that after h is car engi ne d i ed ,  he got out and talked-- with two l i tt le  men,  about f ive feet, f ive inches 
tal l ,  who had emerged from the craft . 

The ship appeared on the beach i n  the area between Imperial  and Century B lvds. ,  Kehoe sai d ,  
wh i le h e  was driv ing t o  work a t  the General Telephone Oo. shops i n  Santa Monica. The craft appeared 
to be composed of .. sol i d  metal , .. was .. tan or cream i n  color, with two metal r ings around i t  on which 
i t  rested. "  The occupants of the machi ne wore b lack l eather pants, whi te belts and l ight-co lored 
jerseys. 

"They wanted to k now where we were going,  who we were, what t i me it was and questi ons l i ke 
that, .. Kehoe said.  ..Their  sk i n  seemed to be sort of yel l owish-green in the early l i ght,  but they l ooked 
l ike Earth people  to me. " 

Kehoe thought they also i nvi ted h i m  to have coffee with the m ,  but f ind ing h i mse l f  qu ite shaken 
and unable  to understand everyth i ng they were saying,  he made an excuse of having to go to work , 
and departed hurriedly. 

The two other dri vers, Ronald Burke of Redondo Beach ,  and Joe Thomas, of Torrance, could not 
be reached. Kehoe said he was so exc ited he d i dn • t  bother to wri te down the ir  addresses . 

Meanwhi l e  some .suspic i ous saucerenthus iasts were specu lating whether the Kehoe case could not 
have been del iberately fabricated to d iscredi t  Major Keyhoe, who, as d i rector of NICAP, had been 
g iv ing the AF s i l ence elements a bad t ime of i t .  

Nor was the November f lap l i mi ted to the United States . Reports were comi ng i n  from al l over the 
world ,  but, as usual , FLYING SAUCERS d idn • t  have space to report al l of them. 

One i ntrig u i ng report came from Dr.  J .  de S.  Pacheco (a MD ) ,  of Sao Paulo ,  Brazi l ,  who Is 
seriously col l ect ing data on UFO s i ght ings in that country. Dr. Pacheco obtai ned the i nformati on from 
a judge ( whom he does not name ) ,  who i nterviewed the wi tnesses. 

On November 1 9  a man ( not named ) drivi ng a truck , and h is companion ,  M iguel Espanhol , a 
m ineralogist,  spotted an i ntense l i ght coming from an obj ect about a m i le ahead. The l ight was so 
strong both wi tnesses were b l inded momentari ly ,  as, at the same i nstant ,  the truck engi ne went dead . 
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The saucer, which had advanc ed toward the truck ,  passed over i t  and stopped about 1 30 feet away, 
sett l ing  to the ground. The h uge mac h i ne appeared to be about 400 feet i n  d iameter, and about 40 
feet h igh .  I t  was separated by a space of about 50 feet (We know this  isn 't  a c lear description ,  but 
that's al l we have on it - G.B . ) .  On the top was a huge mast or antenna which gl owed with a redd ish 
l i ght.  

Then the witness had another surprise. A door opened and seven persons, who appeared to be 
terrestrials ,  yet who had long hair and wore garments wi th a l uminous t int on the chests, emerged . 
The mysterious personages enc i rc led the truck and examined i t  for about three m i nutes, after wh ich 
they reentered the saucer and began to ascend. At about 1 500 feet the huge mac h i ne released two 
smal l  d isks, one s l i ghtly larger than the other, and the two smal l saucers wen t  i n  opposi te d i rections. 

Part ial ly  recovered from thei r scare, the two men tried the engi ne ,  which functioned normal l y. 
Dr. Pacheco assured the writer he has· s imi lar c ases i n  h is  f i les,  many of the accounts i nvolving 

persons of known rel iabi l i ty and good c haracter. 
And eras i ng all skeptic i sm in the writer's m i nd that something was rea l l y  bei n g  seen was a 

dramatic s ight ing on Hol l y  R iver near the scene of the famed Flatwoods Monster of 1 952, and 
consequently r ight in G.B . 's  own stomping grounds. I th ink I have l ived in this part of the country l ong 
enough to know these good,  honest people wel l ,  and that I can tel l  when they have witnessed 
someth i ng strange and are tel l i ng  the truth about i t .  Thi s  s ight ing,  involv ing a c igar-shaped obvious ly  
mechanical  craft, is such a good one I have asked Ray Pal mer to  g ive me the space to  print verbat i m  
a taped i nterview I made with the witness for H u g h  McPherson, who conducts a weekly saucer 
program over Radio Stat ion WCHS,  Charleston ; and this wi l l  l i kely be carried at a l ater date. 

Even If the writer could not make up his m ind  exactly what the November f lap had meant, as he 
had never been able to make up  his m i nd altogether about saucers in general , there were, he felt, a 
few val i d  concl usions that could be reached. 

It  was evident not a l l  the slghti ngs had been psychological  in nature. Al though the saucers had 
c losely fol lowed the launc h i ng of " Sputn i k  II , " they could hard l y  represent hysteria. For one th i ng ,  the 
Amer ican publ i c  had greeted " Sputn i k  II " qu ite cal mly, perhaps even too cal mly for i ts own good. 
" Sputn i k  I , " wh ich came more as a surprise, was not accompanied by a decided step up  in saucer 
sighti ngs . If the saucers were merely psychol ogica l ,  shoul d  they not have appeared much earl ier? 

It is also true that the average i nd iv idual does not watch the sk ies,  is relatively unconcerned with 
what goes on there. The launching of the Red satel l i tes surely resu l ted in an increased awareness of 
what was going  on in the heavens, and ,  g iven on ly a f ixed number of saucers, more people l ooking up 
were most certa in ly  l i ke ly  to see more of them. B ut people were watch i ng tor the f i rst sate l l i te - why 
not more saucers then? 

Rel iab le  wi tnesses were involved . Even the m i l i tary i tself  reported s ightings. Yet trained 
observers were once again rid icu led by the AF. 

The . .  c ontact"  stories, al though of a new variety, cou ld  have been made up - maybe only some of 
them,  maybe al l of them .  Was the fear of fore ign powers reflected in the accents the saucerians were 
al leged to have? D id  the natural concern of warm-hearted Americans for the lonely mutt in Sputni k  
lead t o  a k i nd o f  i dentif ication transfer whereby saucerians were attri buted t o  b e  dog stealers? 
Perhaps. 

But one could never be certain ,  un less somehow, some day, the e n ti re enigma could be figured 
out. 

"Only those who know little of a matter can have a clear and definite opinion on it. • - Charles 
Fort in ·Lo! • 
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Gray Barker ( left) Ric k  Hi lberg ( center )  
and John J .  Rob i nson ( r i ght ) at the 1 9 6 9  
Congres s o f  Sc ienti f i c  U folog i sts . Gray 
i s  giv i ng John Rob i nson the award for 
be ing the 1 9 6 9  " Ufolog i st of The Year . " 
( Mi chael Mann photo from the R .  H i lberg 
collection )  


