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INTRODUCTION 

Weirdology was indeed a special publication. First issued in Flying Saucer Digest as a supplement 
in 1987, it soon became a stand alone newsletter under the capable editorship of Robert S. Easley who 
was also the editor of FSD at the time. Bob's work schedule was such that he asked me to take over 
the job of editing Weierdology starting with issue# 8 in 1989 so he could devote all of his time to FSD. 
I always had a keen interest in all things fortean, and I soon found a certain delight in digging up all 
sorts of tidbits that somehow didn't fit in with what was accepted by orthodox science - the "damned" 

that old Charles Fort so liked to slap the face of orthodoxy with. I even managed to fit in UFO related 
items that didn't somehow jibe with the then current ufological thinking, something that made for a 
weird mix indeed. To me this indicated that all of these strange "fortean" happenings were more than 
likely coming from the same source that produced the "UFO" phenomenon. 

The great success that Weirdology enjoyed was due in large part to the many dedicated and 
enthusiastic readers who regularly clipped UFO and fortean items from their local papers and sent them 
in so we could share this information with the readership. They certainly made our job easier, and they 

deserve a tip of the old fedora. Anyway, our family business was taking up so much of our available 
time that we had to suspend publication in 1991. 

As our time was freed up a wee bit, we decided to do a "best of' booklet in early 1999, the original 

version of the publication that you now hold in your hands. So well received was that publication that 
we "brought back" Weirdology in mid-1999 and published it for another twelve years before 

combining it with FSD in early 2011. Quite a good run for a small newsletter! 

Rick Hilberg 
February 11, 2015 

"Only those who know little of a matter can have a clear and definite opinion on it." 

Charles Fort in LO! 

Rick Hilberg's Book of Weirdology (revised and updated) is published by R. Hilberg Publications 
377 Race St. Berea, Ohio 44017. Rick Hilberg - Editor. Carol Hilberg - Managing Editor. 

Art by Benita C. Owens 1933- 1998. Published April2015. 
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A WORD BEFORE WE GET WEIRD 
Although I ' ve been an active ufol ogist since 19 6 2 , I have a l s o  been 

i n t e r ested in var i ous f o rtean phenomena for quite a f ew years. Let ' s  
f a c e  it , s omet imes the UFO phenomenon get s so strange and almost unrea l 
t hat one has t o  wonder i f  what we cal l " UFOs " may be somehow re l ated t o  
al l manner o f  things that w e  c l as sify as " fort ean." 

The a rtic l es that you are about to read come f rom UAPA ' s fo rtean 
pub l i cat i o n  Weirdology, and f rom the col umn o f  t he s ame name in Flying 
Saucer Digest that I had the p l easure to edi t for over seven years. They 
a r e  my p i c k  o f  the best , and I hope that you enj oy the we i rdnes s  on the 
page s that fo l l ow. - R i ck Hil be rg 

THE GHOST OF BASCOM H I LL 
He re ' s  the fir st o f  t wo int erest ing ghost s t o rie s pub lished in 

Wi s c onsin newspape rs. I t ' s  f rom the Octobe r 2 4 , 1 9 8 8  edi tion of the 
Wisconsin State Journal ( Madison ) unde r the by line o f  Jay Roth : 

I s  the univers i ty haunt ed? 
Long t he sett ing f o r  danc e s , pep ral l i e s  and protest s ,  Bascom Hil l  

on t he UW- Madison campus was once a c emetery , and i n  1 8 8 0 , it had it s own 
gho s t  that terrori z ed student s. 

At l east two of the l ong - forgot t en grave s rema i n , near the L inco ln 
st a t ue , but they we ren ' t  disc ove red until 1 9 1 8 . 

Four dec ades earl i e r , were t he i r spir i t s  cont ent to rest , or d i d  
they wal k  among the living , angry a t  being forgot ten? 

Who was the ghost o f  North Ha l l ?  
I n  1 8 80 , No rth Hal l was a men ' s  do rmit o ry . The Daily Cardinal 

repo rted t hen that a student l iving on the second f l oor awoke l ate one 
night and l e f t  hi s room. At the othe r end o f  t he hal l way he saw an 
" appar i t i on i n  whi te , "  apparent ly f l oating in mida i r .  

The t e rrified student rushed i nt o  hi s room and woke hi s roommate. 
The t wo went back int o  t he c o r r i do r  t o  look f o r  the gho st , but whateve r 
i t  had been was gone. The roommat e  thought hi s f r i end was kidding him. 

Lat e r  that night , t he door o f  t hei r room opened and the appa r i t i on 
ent e red. I t  s a i d  nothing and harmed neithe r o f  t he student s. According 
t o  t he Cardinal, i t  " f l oated around the room a moment o r  so and then 
departed. " 

Word o f  t he s i ght i ng qui ck l y  spread around campus and the ghost 
ob l iged the curious by reappea r ing for seve ral more n i ght s. 

Somet ime s , it appeared in a hal lway , " sk i pp i ng through the ha l l s  and 
vani shing , " acc o rding to the c ampus newspaper. Othe r t ime s , it  woul d  
enter rooms , stay awhi l e  and then l eave. Often t he ghost amused i t se l f  
by taking c oal f rom scut t l e s and heaving i t  down t h e  s t a i rs. 

One s t udent , Alvin H i t chcock , wrote an account of the happenings for 
the Wisconsin State Journal, des c r i b ing the gho s t ' s  " ga rment s of 
unearthly whi t ene s s . "  

Bascom Hil l woul d  c e r t a i nly b e  a n  appropriat e s pot f o r  gho s t s  t o  
appear. Long be f o re the unive r s i ty t ook over the l and , it was one o f  the 
city ' s  f i r s t  c emet e r i e s. 

Rick Hilberg's Book Of Weirdology is pub l ished by the United Ae rial 
Phenomena Agenc� Edit or - Rick 
Hi !berg , Managing Editor - Car o l  Hi !be rg , Cover Art - Benita C. Owens 
1 9 3 3  - 1 9 9 8 . Pub l i shed May 1 9 9 9 . 
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The grave s we re moved o r  forgotten unt i l  1918 , when workers 
excavat ing Bascom H i l l  di scove red two bodies . They we re i dent i f i ed as 
Samue l War ren and Wi l l i am Ne l son , both o f  whom had come t o  Madi son to 
bui ld the Cap i t ol . Ne l son ,  who di ed i n  183 7 , was the f i rst whi t e  man to 
di e in Madi son . Warren d i ed in 1 838. 

Could the gho st have been that o f  War ren o r  Ne l son , angry that the i r  
grave had been forgott en? 

UW P re s i dent J ohn Bascom f i na l ly dec i ded the mat ter had gone far 
enough . When a group o f  student s met with him , he dec i ded t o  f o rm an 
invest i gat ive commi t t ee o f  faculty members . They would s t ay i n  the do rm 
and watch for the gho st . 

Before the i nve s t i gat i on began , howeve r ,  a student named Whi t ney 
T rousda le c ame to Bascom and s a i d  t hat he had been the ghost . 

T rousdale , who l at e r  became a Methodi st mini s ter , s a i d  he dres sed in 
a bedsheet and romped through the ha l l s . 

War ren and Ne l son st i l l  rest on Bascom Hi l l . War ren ' s  heads tone was 
donated t o  the State Hi sto r i ca l  Soc i ety , but was t hrown out i n  1966. The 
grave s are beneath the steps south of the L i nco l n  statue , marked only by 
two met al markers embedded in the cement . 1 
THE DOG MEADOW GHOST 

The second o f  our gho st t a l e s  comes f rom the Apr i l 19 , 1989 edi t i on 
of the Monricello ( Wi se . ) Messinger under the byl i ne o f  Kim Tschudy : 

Camp i ng means campf i res , whi ch o f t en t imes means t e l l i ng gho st 
st o r i e s  a round the camp f i re . The more the s t o r i e s  scare us , the bet ter 
the story . No need t o  worry though . Ghost s t o r i e s  are only made up 
tales . They are neve r anything that has ever happened . 

Right ? 
Wrong ! 
I f  you happen t o  be l i eve in gho s t s  o r  not i s  your bus i nes s .  But in 

thi s case if you happen to be a non-be l i eve r , I ask you to read thi s with 
an open mind . Thi s  is a t rue gho st story . 

Just north o f  Wate r smeet , Mi chigan thi s past summer , the s i x o f  us 
who made the annua l t rek to Sylvan i a  �i l de rne s s  witne s sed a gho s t ly 
happening . 

· 

Less than a m i l e  f rom the Gogeb i c - Ont onagon county l i ne ,  l i e s  a 
place cal l ed the Dog Meadow . I n  dayl i ght , the Dog Meadow i s  a beaut i ful 
pr i s t i ne area of l owl ands , t amarack and aspen . 

Come night fa l l , st range happenings abound i n  the Dog Meadow . Not 
the l east of whi ch i s  the Dog Meadow Gho s t . 

F i rst a l i t t l e  h i s t o ry on the Dog Meadow Ghost . When we we re 
looking for informat i on ,  we went to George Peacock ' s  She l l stat i on in 
Wat ersmeet . 

George , the uno f f i c i a l  communi ty good humor man and seemi ngly one 
man chambe r o f  commerce , t o l d  us " you c an ' t  get there from here . But i f  
you dr ive north t o  t he f i rst l e ft turn int o  Ontonagon county , you wi l l  
probably see the Dog Meadow Gho st . "  

Probing a l i t t l e  deeper , Geo rge l aughed and t o l d  us that the gho st 
i s  p robably noth i ng mo re than a bunch of k i ds p l aying with a car 
head l i ght . 

But eve ry c l ear ni ght o f  the year? Even when wind chi l l s  in Janua�y 
reach - 5 0 ?  

In the past , a s e t  o f  t ra i n  t racks ran througq the Dog Meadow 
connect ing Wat e r smeet and Ont onagon . The t racks have been l ong s ince 
removed . Loc al hi s t o ry t e l l s  of a t ra i n  brakeman who was mysteriously 
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k i l l ed many years ago in the Dog Meadow . 
Geo rge ' s  i nst ruc t i ons we re t o  go to the top of the f i r s t  or second 

hi l l  on Robins Pond Road and wa i t  unt i l  after dus k .  " I f i t  i s  a c l ear 
ni ght , you wi l l  see the ghos t  o f  the Dog Meadow B r akeman . "  

As da rknes s  approached , we headed for the spot Geo rge t o ld us to go 
to . As we made the l e ft turn and saw the hi l l  we we re to s t op on , the 
hair st ood up on the back o f  our necks . 

We we r e  t o ld nothing would happen to us i f  we saw the gho st . The 
Dog Meadow Ghost has never harmed anyone s ince it wa s f i rst seen in 1 9 6 6 . 

As we cre s t ed the hi l l ,  we s l owed down and suddenly came to a ha lt . 
Di rect ly i n  f ront of us was the gho st of the Dog Meadow B rakeman . 
We s i l ent l y  wat ched what was ahead on the r o ad . A whi t e  l i ght , 

which looked l i ke a t ra i n  eng i ne headl ight , was s h i ni ng di rect l y  at us . 
Slight l y  c l oser t o  us , a light both red and green , came on faint l y  

and s l owly got bright e r . A s  the l ight got br i ghter , they began to move 
i n  t he ha l f  c i rc l e  t ra i n  brakemen used t o  s i gna l  t he t rain engi nee r .  

As we wat ched thi s unusua l  l i ght , a car f rom t he second h i l l  t o l d  us 
o f  a couple o f  peop l e  who we re going t o  t ry and sneak up on t he l ight . 

According t o  the s t o r i e s  we had heard , when t h i s happens , the l i ght 
goes out unt i l  the people l eave the area near the l i ght . 

The l ight went out , coming back on about 29 minut e s  l at e r . 
As the l i ght came back on , i t  suddenly was much c l oser t o  us but we 

neve r saw i t  move toward us . I t  was j ust there , never go ing out whi l e  i t  
move d . What was � mi l e  f r om us , was now j ust 100 yards f rom us . The 
green and red l i ght began swing i ng aga i n . 

At temp t s  t o  phot ograph the Dog Meadow Gho st wi th a manua l camera 
l o aded with c o l o r  f i lm wo rked . An automat ic came ra with b l ac k  and whi t e  
f i l m  fai l ed to operate . That came ra had wo rked prope r l y  be fore and after 
the Dog Meadow . 2 
DALE RETTI G  ARTI CLE ON UFOs AND LIGHT BEAM COMMUN I CATI ON 

The quest i on of whethe r  actua l contact wi th t he e l us i ve UFOs has 
eve r been made i s  one o f  the burning quest i ons tha t  has been fac ing UFO 
re s e a rche r s  s i nce 194 7. Not i c e  that I 1said only " c ont act " ,  because we ' re 
not j ust t a l k i ng about phys i ca l  c ontact with pos s i b l e  " sauc e r i ans " - we 
have to i nc l ude other f o rms such as ment al and e l ect roni c 
communicat i on . 

Whi l e we a re al l aware o f  the many and var i ed f o rms o f  phys i c a l  
contact c l a ims made ove r t he years , I ' l l bet that you have seen ve ry few 
repo r t s  of cont act by an e l ect roni c source o r  devi c e  as oppo sed t o  some 
s o rt of mental c ommunicat i on . That ' s  because ve ry f ew at tempt s have eve r 
been made in thi s manner for whatever reasons . And t o  my knowl edge 
anyway , the bul k  of the at t empt s we re made in the " ea r l y  days " of the UFO 
saga . 

That ' s  why we ' re runni ng the fo l l owing p i e c e . Because it ' s  a 
fasc i nat ing l ook at ear ly at t empt s t o  make cont act with the UFO be ings , 
and s ome o f  the informat i on i t  cont a i ns has not seen pub l i cat i on i n  many 
year s . Mr . Ret t i g ' s  art i c l e  appeared i n  the March/Apr i l  i s sue o f  the UFO 
Sighter - Reporter, a pub l i cat i on that I happened t o  be as soc i ated with 
at the t ime : 

Dur ing the course o f  organ i z ed UFO research , i t  has been the goal o f  
many groups and i ndividual s t o  estab l i sh contact wi th these 
" i nt e rp l anet ary vi s i t o r s . " By far the best means o f  attempt ing thi s 
feat , as o f  this dat e , has been t o  use apparatus known as l igh-beam 
commun i cat o rs . 
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Bas i c a l ly , thi s device i s  fai r ly s imp l e . In the Sept ember 1 962 
i s sue o f  the UFO Sigh ter, Har ry Siebert desc ribes his attempt at 
cont act ing outer space vi s i tors with l i ght beams . The di agram 
accompanyi ng the a rt i c l e  shows the inst rument s used , and the ba s i c 
layout . Var i ous al terat i ons may be used i n  the set -up o f  a commun i cato r , 
and the device may e i the r  be qui t e  e l aborate o r  downr ight c rude . Mo st o f  
them , l i ke Mr . S i ebert ' s , fal l in between the se two catego r i e s . The 
purpose o f  thi s art i c l e  is not to inform the reade r how to bui l d  one o f  
these devi c e s , but rather t o  i nform one o f  the succes se s  o f  l i ght -beam 
communi cat i on .  

Perhaps the mo st out standi ng autho r i ty on l i ght -beam commun i c at i on 
i s  a man named John Ot to . Mr . Ot to re s i ded qui te c l o se t o  whe re I l ive ,  
at one t ime , and i s  st i l l  we l l  known f o r  hi s contact at t empt s v i a  l i ght 
beams . The news med i a  o f  Chi cago we re qui t e  re spons ive t o  Ot t o ' s  c ontact 
attempt s ,  and usua l ly gave them wide pub l i c i ty . I be l i eve that Otto 
moved away f rom Chi c ago t o  Cal i fornia a few yea r s  ago , though I cannot 
conf i rm thi s . Anyway , mo st of you have heard of the famous " WGN Code . " 
To revi ew thi s inc i dent br i e f ly , on November 28 , 1954 , ove r stat i on WGN 
i n  Chi cago , John Ott o  conducted an exper iment . D i sc j oc key J im Mi l l s  
read a pre-ar ranged s c r ipt reques t i ng " al l  Earth l i steners " t o  l i sten for 
a f i fteen second s i l enc i ng per i od i n  whi ch WGN , whi l e on ful l powe r , 
would shut o f f  i t s  mic rophones and a l l ow our " space vi s i t o r s " to rep l y  to 
Mi l l s ' reque st for communicat i on .  The att empt result ed i n  reports f rom 
four peopl e ,  two o f  which had suc ceeded in t ape - reco rding the " rep l y . "  
Thi s  recording has resul t ed i n  end l e s s  cont rove r sy , and I do not wi s h  t o  
el aborate on i t , as  anothe r  art i c l e  could b e  wr i t ten o n  i t , pe rhaps I 
shal l wr i t e  on thi s part i cular code in the future . Let us say that a 
rep ly was rece ived , and there i s  a good amount o f  evi dence wh i ch says the 
reply was not faked . 

But J ohn Ot to d i d  not stop he re . Ove r rad i o  stat i on KF I o f  Los 
Ange l es , wi th the as s i stance o f  Ben Hunter , a d i sc j ockey , they t r i ed 
again , and again . On Apr i l  3 0 , 1957 , John Ot t o  and Jack Maynard , head o f  
the Great Lakes UFO As soc i at i on , he l d  a c9nt act at t empt u s i ng l ight beams 
ove r the wate r s  o f  Lake Michigan . Ope rat i ng f rom two " contact boat s " ,  
Ot to and Maynard , a l ong with several othe r s , observed f i r s t  several 
" f l are- l i ke ,  o range c o l ored , met eo r- l i ke "  obj ec t s  overhead , some o f  whi ch 
t rave l ed in a ho r i z onta l  t ra j ecto ry . And , t o  t op it o f f , two o r ange 
col ored d i s c s  pas sed overhead whi ch could not be i dent i f i ed . 

A UFO researche r  i n  Chicago , Mr . Wi l l i am S .  Gryz i k , has supp l i ed me 
with furthe r informat i on on John Ott o . I n  Oct ober o f  1960 , an att empt 
s imi l ar t o  the one previously di scus sed was he l d . I t  seems that another 
" o range l i ghted obj ect " was obse rved , a l though I have no det a i l s  on thi s 
communicat i on at the moment . But apparent ly i t  was a part i a l  succes s .  

Of course John Ott o  has not been a l one in hi s at tempt s . Ac r o s s  the 
Pac i f i c  Ocean , in J apan , a group known as the Cosmi c  Brothe rhood 
As soc iat i on has at t empted at l east three , i f  not more contact s ,  u s i ng 
l ight -beam apparatus . On June 7 ,  1958 , after an al l night vig i l , the 
As soc iat i on a l l egedly rece ived a reply , spoken in broken Japanese , whi ch 
reads as f o l l ows : " He l l o , our J apanese f r i ends . I t's very n i c e  o f  you t o  
cont act u s  de spite the rain . Thank you very much . "  On August 1 7 , 1 958 
anothe r cont act att empt was made by the CBA . 

At 3:3 0 the next mo rning , they received the fo l l owing message in 
Mo rse code . It repeat ed i t se l f  several t imes . Although i nte l l i g i b l e , it 
reads thus ly : " R-U-A-E-X- I - L-Q . " I unde rstand t ape recordings were made 
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o f  t he mes sage . A s imi l a r  attempt by the CBA on November 1 6 , 1 9 5 8  was 
spe c t acul a r ly unsucce s s ful . 

There you have i t . Several instances where something was seen or 
hea r d  us i ng l i ght -beam apparatus . True , nothing c onc l us i ve , but st i l l  
some t:hing. 

A contact at t empt , i nvo lving mo re than a f ew persons , has not been 
att empt ed in qui t e  a whi l e . As i t  i s , some groups are so aga i nst thi s 
who l e  f i e l d  o f  cont act that they re fuse to even l i s ten . I t  i s  o f  my 
opin i on that t he Uni ted UFO l og i c a l  As soc i at i on c ou1d sponsor some type o f  
cont act at tempt . Neve rthe l es s , the fact rema ins that cont ac t , no matter 
how i ns ign i f i c ant i t  may seem , has mo re than l i ke l y  been made . 3 
nBLOBn FALLS I N  FLORIDA 

As gardene r Ange lo Rosa r i o  was p l ant i ng a t re e  i n  the backyard of a 
I s l amorada home on June 1 1 , 1 9 8 9  what the l ocal news medi a  cal l s  the 
" B l o b " made i t s  appearanc e . 

I t  fe l l  f rom the s ky , spl ashed down beh i n d  him and st arted t o  
bubb l e .  Rosar i o  poked a t  i t . Hi s bos s , Betty Ro s enthal , cal l ed the 
po l i ce . 

When Monroe County Sgt . Tom Braz i l  arr ived , the substance had 
t rans formed i t se l f into a foam- l i ke s o l i d , two feet in diamet e r . 

" He t ook i t  i nt o  custody , " she r i f f's spokesman Becky He r r i n  s a i d . 
" I  should be a f ra i d  t o  go home , " ne i ghbo r L i nda C l arke s a i d . " I  l i e 

out o n  the doc k  near whe re thi s thing fe l l . "  
Some in the she r i f f's o f f i ce think i t  i s  s ome kind o f  i nsul at i on 

dropped f r om a pas s i ng pl ane . Art Ske l ly ,  Monro e  ai rport d i rector , 
doubt s the B l ob was a byp roduct f rom a p l ane's p lumbing system . " P l anes 
do not dump t he i r  l at r ine s  i n  the a i r , " he s a i d . " The stu f f  i s  he l d  i n  
tanks . "  4 

MINNESOTA BIGFOOT 
The f o l l owing feature was wr i t t en by J im Ande rson o f  the Red Wing , 

Monne sota Republican Eagle, and appeared in the July 2 3 , 1 9 8 8  i s sue . 
I t ' s  a good e xamp l e  o f  the be l i e f  that nat ive Amer i cans have i n  B igfoot­
type c reatures go ing back many hundred� of years i nt o  the i r h i s t o ry: 

The d i scove ry o f  what appears t o  be an 1 8 - i nch l ong , human- l i ke 
footprint on P rai r i e  I s l and I nd i an Res e rvat ion i s  more than a cur i o s i ty 
among the t ight - knit commun i ty . 

To I nd i an s  l iving here who f o l l ow t radi t iona! be l i e f s , i t  i s  a 
s i gna l to f ind renewed spi r i tua l s t rength i n  a t ime o f  di f f icul ty . 

Wayne Runni ng Wo l f  was s i tt i ng i n  h i s  l iv i ng r o om on the reservat i on 
at about 9:3 0 p . m .  Thursday ( July 2 1 st ) when h i s dogs began barking 
f r ant i cal ly . He sa i d  he not i ced somethi ng out o f  t he corner o f  h i s  eye 
through a wi ndow as he got up to see what the commo t i on was about . 

" I  saw a shadow o r  shape , but I don't know exact ly what I saw , " 
Runni ng Wo l f  s a i d . 

" Whether i t  was a shadow o r  a s hape , I don ' t  know , " he added . " I 'd 
be a l i ar i f  I c l aimed e i ther one . I thought someone was mes s i ng wi th my 
car . " 

" Our dog i n  the house , he was bark i ng at t he same t ime , " added 
Dwi ght We l l s , a ne ighbo r . 

What Runn i ng Wo l f  di d di scove r , and has no doubt s about , were two 
huge footpr i nt s  c ro s s ing h i s  dr iveway and headi ng t oward a nearby wooded 
area . One p r i nt became obscured i n  the s o ft s and , but the c l earer one 
de f i n i t e ly appears human- l i ke ,  with f ive di s t i nct t o e s  on the end . 

What out s i ders mi ght eas i ly di smi s s  a s  a hoa x  i s  seen by several 
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spi r i tual leaders here as a s ign that Cee -ha-t onka , r e f e r red t o  s imp ly as 
" the big man , " has pa i d  a cal l . 

" We have our o l d  legends about ' the big man , ' "  Runni ng Wo l f  s a i d . 
" I f it  exi sts , it  ex i s t s . You accept i t . "  Common mi sunde rs t and ings o f  
I ndi an cul ture and sense o f  sp i r itual i ty may cause some t o  sco f f , " but I 
know what I ' m l ooking at , "  Running Wo l f  s a i d , careful ly c ove r i ng the 
pr int under a whee l bar row . 

" That b i g  man , he ' s  been around for centur i es , "  We l l s added . Both 
men referred quest i ons about the meani ng of the big man t o  t r ibal 
sp i r i tual leaders . 

The big man appears " most l y  near where the re are I nd i an commun i t i e s  
that are st ruggl ing o r  having p rob l ems , "  s a i d  Amos Owen , spi ri tual head 
of the commun i ty . " That ' s  a me s s age for us . But the peop l e  are a f ra i d  
o f  i t . "  

The Prai r i e  I s l and Communi ty i s  i n  g r i e f  thi s week ove r the 
unt ime ly , acc i dental death Thursday o f  2 7 -year - o l d  C l ayton We l l s , 
Dwight ' s  brother . 

A s ign i s  always l e ft behi nd after the appearance: a foot p r i nt , a 
musky scent , a tuft o f  hai r  or broken t ree l imbs too b i g  for a no rma l­
s i zed human to smash , he said . 

" I n our way o f  be l i e f s , they make appearance s  at t roub l ed t imes , "  
said Ral ph Gray Wo l f ,  an Alaskan spi r i tual l eader vi s i t i ng P ra i r i e  
I s land . He he lps thos e  t roub l ed c ommuni t i e s  " to get mo re i n  tune with 
Mother Earth " and ga i n  spi r i tual ene rgy and i nner st rength . Wi th the 
renewal comes the abi l i ty to face the di f f i culty . 

Be fore appea r i ng , the big man sends " s i gns o r  mes s ages that the re i s  
a need t o  change , a need t o  c l e anse , "  Gray Wo l f  s a i d . " Right a f t e rward , 
i s  when he make s h i s  appearance s . "  

" The l egend has a way o f  t eaching you . I t  di s c i p l ines you i n  
certain ways , "  s a i d  Ray Owen , Amos ' son . " I t ' s t o  make you become more 
aware of other things . "  

The s i gn o f  the b i g  man i s  preceded by a sense o f  foreboding among 
the t r ibe , he sai d , addi ng he cou l d  sense1that be fore thi s week . 

" I  was up i n  Minneapo l i s , and I j ust had to get back down he re , " he 
sai d . " I  f e l t  that pres sure , that t ens i on . " 

The t r i o  said the big man has appeared i n  many I nd i an communi t i e s: 
Standing Rock , ND ,  P i ne R i dge , SO , even P ra i r i e  I s l and f ive years ago , t o  
name a few . 

Legends o f  a " B ig foot " o r  " sasquatch " among I ndi an t r i be s  o f  the 
Pac i f i c  No rthwest , a l ong with c l aims o f  footprint s , photos and othe r  
purported evi dence has been sensat i ona l i zed i n  the same c l a s s  as the Loch 
Nes s  Monste r  and UFOs . 

But for some Pra i r i e  I s l and re s i dent s , i t  i s  a t ime o f  l oo k i ng 
qui etly inward and seeki ng spi r i tual gu i dance . 

Sc i ent i st s  have t r i ed t o  debunk the evi dence o f  the big man ' s  
ex i s tence , Gray Wo l f  po i nted out , " but they ' ve neve r been ab l e  to 
di sprove it . "  5 
DETECTING EARTHQUAKES US ING EXTRA-SENSORY MEANS? 

An art ic l e  we ran on earthquakes and a s s oc i at ed s i ght i ngs o f  UFO­
l i ke l i ght s prompted the fo l l owing expe r i ence s  by one o f  our l ong- t ime 
readers , Pat r i c i a J .  Me l drum o f  Mi chi gan: 

I have had an on-go i ng expe r i ence s i nce November 2 1 , 1 9 8 8  that dea l s  
with earthquakes .  I n  the beg i nn i ng I was very puz z l ed ,  then I bec ame 
annoyed . That turned int o  depres s i on and I have now f ina l ly come t o  
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t erms with i t , a l though I s t i l l  cannot exp l a i n  i t , 1et al one prove i t . 
In your art i c l e  l ink i ng UFO s i ght i ngs wi th e arthquakes you made a 

stat e ment that you d i dn ' t  feel right wi th a f ew o f  the a s s oc i at i ons 
because t hey were three or more days apart . I don ' t  think the UFOs are 
caus ing the earthquakes .  I think they are mere l y  observi ng . Maybe my 
expe r i ence s  wi l l  he lp you t o  think more a l ong tho s e  l ines . 

I wi l l  e xp l a i n  to you f i rst that I am a hous ewi fe and home much o f  
the t ime . I t ' s  almost a l ways quiet i n  the house whi l e I work or the 
radi o i s  on very l ow because I enj oy the peac e ful t ime for t h i nk i ng . We 
live in a two story ,  wood frame house bui l t  in 1 9 1 3 . The house s i t s  over 
a f u l l bl ock basement and i n  the southwe st corner o f  the basement i s  the 
o l d c i stern that was used years ago t o  catch ra i n  wat er . I t  i s  
const ruct ed o f  a doubl e  wa l l  o f  b l ock and over t he years i t  was made 
wat e r  t i ght and a door added so it might be used for storage . I ment i on 
thi s c i st ern because I fee l i t  may pert a in s omehow to my experiences . 
Di rec t ly over the c i st ern i s  the o l d  k i t chen pantry whi c h  has been 
converted int o  a bathroom . Out s i de t he bathroom , t o  the north , i s  the 
ki t c hen and to the east , the dining room . Almost al l of my e xperiences 
have occurred in those three l oc at i ons . 

On November 2 1 , 1 9 8 8  the rumb l i ng s  began , o r  at l east I began t o  
not i ce them . My husband and two s ons thought I was crazy when I f irst 
ment ioned them and frank l y , I wondered mys e l f  for a short t ime . 

To expl a i n  the rumb l ings i s  very d i f f i cu l t . I hear t he rumbl ing 
no i s e  with my ears , but I al s o  fee l it throughout my body , a lmos t  l i ke an 
internal vibrat i on . The c l o s e st t h i ng I can c ome to i t , t o  he l p  you 
unde r s t and , woul d  be the v ibrat i on of a tra i n  o r  diese l s h i p  engine . 
Have you ever heard the approach o f  a tra in o f f  in the di s t ance and you 
hear a s ort o f  rumbl i ng? Or have you ever l ived near a river trave led by 
fre ighters ? The rumb l ing o f  their di e s e l  eng ines t rave l s  inland and you 
can a lmo s t  fee l the rumb l i ng in your s ou l , l i ke a heart beat . And I 
imag i ne the Amer i c an I nd i ans heard the s ame type o f  rumbl ing when they 
woul d put the i r  ear to the ground to hear the approaching buf fa l o . 

The no i se that I hear c an be anything from a l ow rumbl ing t o  a noi se 
much l i ke the ro l l  o f  thunder and at t ime s a thump ing sound w i t h  i t . On 
about three d i f ferent o c c a s i ons I have actua l ly f e l t  a vibrat i on to the 
po int of l os i ng my ba l anc e . 

On the morni ng o f  November 2 1 , 1 9 8 8  I began t o  not i ce the rumbl ing .  
I t  was l oud and s tart l ed me . I thought that maybe a l arge t ruck had 
pas sed by but upon checking , f ound none and knew it next to i mpos s ib l e  
because o f  the narrow s treet that w e  l ive o n  i n  t h e  vi l l age . I ment i oned 
it t o  my husband t hat night and he j us t  pas s ed it o f f  as a no i se . Within 
a few days of t hat f irst rumb l i ng a l arge earthquake was reported in 
China . I found no c onnect i on at that t ime so I j us t  passed i t  o f f . 

I t  was qui et f or a few days and t hen on t he morni ng o f  December 5 ,  
1 9 8 8  the rumb l i ng began and and c ont inued throughout the month . I was 
not chart i ng t he s e  rumb l i ng s  then a s  I am now , so I don ' t  have exact days 
but I noted e arthquakes i n  t he month o f  December , 19 8 8: Armeni a , Rus s i a  
on December 7 (6 . 9 ) ; Alaska; Pa lm Spring s , CA o n  December 1 6  (4 . 9 ) and 
the L . A .  area o f  Cal i f orni a .  

I thought I was begi nning to s ee a pat tern . F irst the rumbl i ng 
sounds and then one t o  s even days l at er an earthquake . When I d i scus sed 
thi s with my husband , he l ooked puzzl ed and j ust c oul d not understand , 
but t o  calm me he s a i d  he thought i t  might be pos s i b l e . 

I n  January o f  1 9 8 9  I began to regul arly chart t he rumb l i ng s ounds on 
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my calendar , not i ng the t ime o f  day , the i nt ens i ty o f  the no i se and the 
l ocat ion I was i n  the house when I heard i t . I have neve r heard thi s  
rumbl ing sound out s i de o f  my house , a l though I d i d  feel a vibrat i on once . 
Al so , I wi l l  have l apses o f  not hea r i ng anything when my mind i s  
preoccup i ed with event s . · The rumb l i ng may b e  absent o r  may j us t  get 
absorbed by everyday no i se s . 

I began to chart the rumb l ings t o  s ee i f  there might be a patt e rn . 
I have read o f  a few who could predict earthquakes and vo l c anoes and was 
beginning to wonde r i f  thi s might be the s ame . I thought i f  I c oul d 
chart a t ime f rame and l ocat i on I heard the rumb l ing and the i ntens i ty o f  
i t , I mi ght b e  ab l e  t o  p i npo i nt the l ocat i on o f  the earthquake . The 
chart ing has almo st made it wo rse because now when I hear the rumb l i ng I 
know an earthquake o r  vo l cano wi l l  occur and I am he l p l e s s  t o  do 
anything . I t ' s  l i ke a rock hangi ng ove r your head const ant ly . 

Be l ow i s  a copy o f  my chart i ng o f  the rumb l i ngs I ' ve heard t o  dat e 
and the earthquake s o r  vo l c ano that I found reported . I have found t hat 
ve ry few of the earthquakes occur r i ng in the wor l d  are reported unl e s s  
they are ma j or quake s . Woul d  the pub l i c  pan i c  i f  they knew the earth 
shook weekly somewhe re i n  the wor l d? 

CHART I NG 

November 2 1 , 1 9 8 8: rumb l i ng i s  f i r s t  not i ced . 
quake i s  repo rted in China . 

Sho r t l y  a f t e r  a l a rge 

December 5 ,  1 9 8 8: rumb l i ng heard weekl y  throughout the month , but d i d  
not chart regu l a r l y  as o f  then . 

J anuary 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
J anuary 
January 
January 
January 
February 
March 
March 

March 
Apr i l  
Apri l 
Apr i l  
Apr i l  
May 
June 
June 

1 ,  
2 ,  
3 ,  
4 ,  
6 ,  
8 ,  

1 1 , 
1 8 , 
2 3 , 
2 7 , 
2 9 , 
2 0 , 

9 ,  
1 3 , 

1 9 89: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 89: 
1 9 89: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 89: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 89: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 

earthquakes i n  A l a s ka , Rus s i a , Palm Spr i ngs and the 
L . A .  a rea o f  Cal i f o rni a . 
rumb l i ng ,  9 a . m . , southwe st c o rner o f  hous e . 
rumbl i ng ,  1 1  a . m . , southwes t  corne r o f  house . 
l oud rumbl i ng ,  7 : 3 5 a . m .  southwest corne r . 
a ftershocks i n  Rus s i a  f rom Dec . 7th quake . 
rumb l i ng heard througqout house , 1 : 0 0 p . m .  
earthquake repo rted ( 3 . 5 )  d i dn ' t  get l ocat i on . 
rumb l i ng ,  8 : 3 0 a . m .  and 1 2 : 3 0 p . m .  SW corner . 
l ow t one rumb l i ng ,  9 p . m .  SW corne r . 
earthquake i n  Rus s i a , 5 . 4 on scale . 
rumbl i ng ,  1 2 : 3 0 p . m .  SW corner . 
earthquake Utah , 5 . 4 on s c a l e . 
thumpi ng no i se , 7 : 3 0 a . m .  
l ow rumbl i ng ,  9 : 4 5 a . m .  SW c o rner . 
mas s ive quake i n  Ge rmany - mas s ive b l ackout i n  Quebec 
and Di scovery s hut t l e  t ake o f f . ( any UFO s ight ing s ? )  

3 0 , 1 9 8 9: rumb l i ng ,  1 : 1 5 p . m .  east s i de o f  house . 
1 ,  

1 4 , 
2 0 , 
2 5 , 
3 0 , 

1 9 8 9: earthquake i n  Turkey . 
1 9 8 9: rumb l i ng ,  l at e  aft enoon , SW corne r . 
1 9 8 9 :  ext reme ly l oud rumb l i ng ,  1 2 : 3 0 p . m .  SW . 
1 9 89: earthquake , Mex i c o  City 6 . 8  on sca l e . 
1 9 8 9: rumb l i ng ,  1 : 3 0 p . m .  SW corne r . 

9 ,  1 9 8 9: rumbl i ng ,  1 : 0 0 p . m .  SW corne r . 
1 3 , 1 9 89: earthquake , L . A .  Cal i f . 4 . 3  t o  4 . 5  - 2 quake s . 

I t  was about at thi s t ime that the rumb l i ng no i se s  began to we i gh 
heavy on me and a l t hough my husband was al so s ee i ng a patt e rn f o rm ,  hi s 

1 0  



acknowl edgment could not cons o l e  me . I thought t hat I mi ght be go ing 
crazy because no one e l se c ou l d  hear i t  even i f  they were s t andi ng near 
me . Up to thi s t ime I t o l d  no one except my husband and two s ons about 
the r umb l i ng no i se s  because I knew that they wou l d  think me c ra zy for 
su r e . I t r ied to b l ock the rumb l i ng out and d i d  not record f o r  about a 
mont h . Maybe I thought i f  I d i dn ' t  hea r the rumb l ing there woul d  be no 
ea r th quake or maybe I was j ust t rying t o  deny i t  all . 

F i nal l y  one day I con f i ded in one o f  my s i s t e r s  who l ive s about 3 0  
mi l e s  east o f  m e  and found that she a l so had been hea r i ng rumb l i ng no i ses 
but d i d  not know what they we re . S i nce she l i ved near a r i ve r  she 
thought it mi ght be the f r e i ghte r s  that pas s . I o ften cal l e d  he r after 
that when I hea rd the rumb l ing and she wou l d  ve r i fy that she had a l s o  
heard them . I f i na l ly dec i de d  t o  cont i nue chart ing the rumb l i ng a l though 
it s t i l l  bo the red me . 

I t r i ed t o  rul e  out what the no i se s  mi ght be . Maybe t ruck s  pas s i ng 
on t he hi ghway two b l ocks f rom my hous e , poss i b l e  const ruct i on equipment , 
but t here was no const ruct i on go i ng on wi thin two mi l e s  o f  my home and 
st i l l  the r e  was the fact o f  an earthquake occur r i ng within days o f  the 
rumb l ing .  Eve rything po i nt ed to a c onnect i on o f  the rumb l i ng and 
fo l l owing e arthquake s .  
Sept ember 1 2 ,  1 9 89: rumb l i ng and f e l t  v i brat i on s , 9:4 5  a . m .  SW 
Septembe r 1 4 ,  1 9 8 9: earthquake , I t a l y , l arge s c a l e . 
September 2 0 , 1 9 8 9: rumb l i ng ,  and f e l t  v i brat i ons, 8:4 5 a . m .  SW 
Septembe r 2 6 , 1 9 8 9: earthquake , I ran . 
October 4 & 5 , 1 9 8 9: earthquakes ,  I ran ,  South Ame r i ca and Al aska . 
Octob er 8 ,  1 9 8 9: earthquake , Pa lm Spr i ngs , CA 3 . 3 on sca l e . 
October 2 4 , 1 9 8 9: se r i e s  o f  l oud rumb l i ngs , 7:45 a . m .  SW 
Oc t ob e r 2 4 , 1 9 8 9: earthquake , San F ranc i sco , CA 4 . 5  - eveni ng . 
October 2 5 , 1 9 8 9: s e r i e s  o f  l oud rumbl i ngs , 7:45 a . m .  SW 
Oc t obe r  2 9 , 1 9 8 9: was pai nt i ng ext e r i o r  o f  hous e . I was s t andi ng on 

the f ront porch roo f pai nt i ng the second s t o ry wal l  
and ho l d i ng onto the wi ndow f rame . My husband had 

Oct ober 3 0 , 
November 1 ,  
November 1 ,  
November 1 3 , 
Novembe r 1 6 , 
Nov . 1 0 - 1 7 ,  

November 
November 
January 
January 
Janua ry 
January 
Jan . 7 -

2 7 , 
2 8 , 

2 ,  
2 ,  
4 ,  
8 ,  

1 3 , 

1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 

1 9 8 9: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 9 0: 
1 9 9 0: 
1 9 9 0: 
1 9 8 9: 
1 9 9 0: 

gott en o f f  the l adde r  5 - 1 0  min . before . At 3:3 0 
p . m . , north part o f  house , it  fe l t  l i ke the house 
shi f t ed 2 "  and I had to s i t  down to keep my bal ance . 
My husband f e l t  nothing . 
earthquake , Alge r i a  6 . 0 .  Aft e rshock 6 . 0 .  
earthquake , 3 0 0  mi l e s  o f  the c oast o f  Japan , 7 . 0 .  
earthquake , San F ranc i sco , 4 . 4 . 
seve re rumb l ing ,  f e l t  vi brat i ons , 1 0:1 5 a . m .  east . 
rumb l i ng ,  1 2:4 5 p . m .  SW 
earthquakes L . A . , CA , Japan , s eve ral i s l ands o f  the 

east e rn Age an Sea . 
rumbl i ng ,  9:30 a . m .  east s i de o f  house . 
earthquake , New Mex i co , 4 . 5; a l so southern Chi na . 
9:3 0 p . m .  f e l t  v ibrat i on whi l e  s i t t ing i n  cha i r .  
vo l c ano e rupt i on , Al as ka , 6 p . m .  
vo l c ano , Alaska . 
s evere rumb l i ng ,  1 1 :4 9 a . m .  SW 
earthquake s; Peru , A l a ska , south China , I t a l y  and 
Aust r a l i a . Vo l c anoe s; A l aska , I taly and Mt . Saint 
He l en . 

January 
January 

1 6 , 1 9 9 0: rumb l i ng ,  1 1:2 1 a . m . , SW 
1 6 , 1 9 9 0: earthquake , Eureka , CA 5 . 8  - 1 1 :3 0 a . m .  
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February 5 ,  1 9 9 0 : 
February 8 ,  1 9 9 0 : 
February 1 0 , 1 9 9 0 : 
February 1 2 , 1 9 9 0 : 

rumb l i ng ,  1 1 : 1 5 a . m .  SW 
rumb l i ng and thumpi ng no i se s , 1 0 : 3 0 a . m . , SW 
vo l c ano in I ndone s i a . 
6 : 1 5 p . m .  - eat i ng in dining room , f e l t  my chai r 
vibrate and became di z zy , l asted only s ec onds . 

Feb 1 6  - 1 8 , 1 9 9 0 : earthquake s , New Zeal and , t remors f e l t  in J apan , 

March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
Apr i l 
Apr i l  

5 ,  
9 ,  

2 0 , 
2 9 , 
2 9 , 

3 ,  
6 ,  

1 9 9 0 : 
1 9 9 0 : 
1 9 9 0 : 
1 9 9 0 : 
1 9 9 0 : 
1 9 9 0 : 
1 9 9 0 : 

Mex i c o , Vanuato , Nepal , Alger i a , South Caro l ina , 
Pue rt o  R i co and US Vi rg in I s l ands . Vo l c ano , Hawa i i . 
rumbl i ng ,  1 0 : 3 5 a . m . , and 1 1 : 0 0 a . m .  east . 
earthquake , Alaska 5 . 5 .  
2 earthquakes i n  Chi l e . 
l ow rumb l i ng 1 1 : 2 0 a . m .  SW 
earthquake , Engl and 5 . 6 .  
earthquake , N i ge r i a  6 . 6 .  Vo l cano , Hawai i . 
earthquake , Oakl and , CA 3 . 5 .  Two s t rong t remo r s  f e l t  
i n  Japan . 

Apr i l  1 3 , 1 9 9 0 : earthquake , Washi ngton nea r  Seatt l e , 5 . 1 .  
Apr i l  1 8 , 1 9 9 0 : l oud rumbl i ng , 2 : 1 7 p . m .  SW 
Apr i l  1 9 , 1 9 9 0 : rumbl i ng ,  9 : 0 0 a . m .  SW 
Apri l  1 9 , 1 9 9 0 : earthquake i n  L . A .  area o f  CA , and a f t e rshocks . 
Apr i l  2 6 , 1 9 9 0 : earthquake , China 6 . 7 .  

A few months a f t e r  the rumb l i ngs began I read an a rt i c l e  i n  a 
sc i ence magaz i ne stat i ng that women , f o r  some r eason , cou l d  hear h i gher 
f requency sounds than men coul d . I thought maybe thi s could be the 
answer s ince my ears have always been super sens i t ive t o  no i se . Certain 
p i tches o f  sound that a re c omfortable t o  mos t  c an a lmos t  be painful t o  my 
ears . 

Why was I hea r i ng these rumb l i ngs ? The quest i on dragged on me and I 
searched for an answe r . Then i n  December o f  1 9 8 9  I found two a rt i c l es i n  
the newspaper di scus s i ng the pos s ibi l ity o f  pred i c t i ng earthquakes 
through ul t ra - l ow f requency rad i o  waves that sc ient i st s  det ected be fore 
the October 1 7 , 1 9 8 9  earthquake i n  San F ranc i s c o , CA . 

I began t o  wonde r i f  i t  were pos sLpl e  t hat I was a l so p i c k i ng up 
ult ra- low f requenc i e s  be fore the quakes . I a l s o  wonde red why I only 
heard the rumb l i ngs whi l e I was home. My s i s t e r  a l so heard them f rom 
t ime to t ime but she was a l ways home too , and she l ives in a s imi l a r  
house . 

I thought maybe I was paying more attent i on to the rumb l i ngs whi l e  
a t  home and most o f  the out s i de no i se s  were b l ocked out . As I l ooked at 
my chart ings I not i ced that most of the rumb l i ngs we re hea rd i n  the 
southwest corner o f  my house , di rec t ly over the o l d  c i s t e rn . I ' ve 
thought that maybe the c i stern act s  l i ke a l arge ampl i f i e r , echo i ng t he 
sounds coming f rom the earth . I f  the I nd i ans cou l d  hea r  approachi ng 
buf falo through the g round , cou l d  i t  be so impo s s ible t o  hear fault l ine s 
begi nning t o  shi ft hundreds o f  mi les away? 

I don ' t  know the answe r , I w i s h  I did . I have f i na l ly c ome t o  t e rms 
with my fee l i ngs and t he rumbl i ngs . I cont i nue t o  chart them and t ry t o  
make some sense out o f  them . I have not iced t hat the l oude r the rumbl i ng 
no i ses are , the more severe the quakes are . 

Sc i ent i st s  have been predi c t i ng another l a rge quake f o r  Ca l i f o rn i a  
f o r  some t ime now . I have a l so had a fee l i ng , that ' s  very deep root ed 
that a maj or quake wi l l  occur i n  the Los Ange l e s  area that wi l l  measure 
at leas t equal, t o  t he quake of 1 9 06 in San F ranc i sco . I ' ve had a 
fee l ing o f  a quake measuring 8 . 0  t o  9 . 3 .  The pressure i s  bui l ding a l l 
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a�ong the coast , f rom Al a s ka t o  South Amer i c a . The magni t ude o f  the 
qua k e s in that area the l a s t  few months p roves thi s . 

But , I f e e l  the " B ig One " i s  yet t o  come . I wi sh I coul d predict 
the t ime , I s t rugg l e  with thi s . Al l I can do is wa i t  and l i sten and 
pray . 

I am int e rested in what you think about these rumb l i ngs . And i s  i t  
po s s i b le t hat maybe the UFOs s ight ed coul d a l so b e  p i c k ing u p  f requency 
wave s , the rumb l ings ? 

I know that you dea l with the s c i ent i f i c s i de o f  event s , but I have 
l ea rned to l i s t en to gut - f e e l i ng s . Some things j us t  cannot be proven by 
sci ence as of yet . 

I hone st ly don ' t  f e e l  that the UFOs a re c aus i ng the quake s . I think 
they are obse rving , as we obse rve and s tudy othe r  d i st ant p l anet s; so we 
too are under the mi c roscope . Someday we wi l l  l ook out i nto the heavens 
wi t h  our t e l e scopes and s ee an eye l oo k i ng back at us . 6 
THE LEGEND OF THE ARKANSAS " WATER PANTHER " 

Co lumnist W .  C .  J ameson o f  the Conway Log Cabin Democrat g ive s us 
t h i s fasc i nat i ng l ook at a l oc a l  legend in hi s J anuary 2 0 , 1 9 9 4  o f fer ing: 

Long be f ore whi t e  set t l ers moved i n  l arge numb e r s  i nto Arkansas , the 
I n d i ans who l ived and hunt ed a l ong the L i t t l e  Red R i ver t o l d  o f  a s t range 
creature o ft en spotted in the wat e r s  and in t he woods . Thi s c reature , 
wh i ch the I nd i ans c a l l ed a wat e r  panther , was r e ga rded as a spi r i t­
monst er and , according to the l egend , has l ived f o r ages i n  the region , 
oc c a s i onal l y  p reyi ng on human be i ngs . 

Early whi t e  t rappers spoke o f  encounteri ng t he wat er panthe r , o f  
hea r i ng it s cri es a t  ni ght , and seve ral deaths were at t r i buted to the 
crea t ure .  When l ogge r s  moved i nt o  the area dur i ng the 1 8 7 0 s , they , too , 
reported the e x i stence o f  a monst e r  s t a l k i ng them i n  the woods . 

Years lat e r , as deer hunt i ng grew i n  the regi on , out doorsmen came i n  
contact wi th the water pant her f rom t ime to t ime . Just as be fore , deaths 
were b l amed on the c reature . 

After Gree rs Ferry Lake was formed and the wat e rs o f  the L i t t l e  Red 
Ri ver were backed up , much of t he reg i on roamed by the c reature was 
inundated and s i ght i ngs o f  the monster ceased . For a whi l e . 

Then , in the 1 9 6 0s , i t  was seen aga i n , and qui t e  f requent l y . Rathe r 
than roam i ng and s t a l k i ng the wooded bot toms o f  t he L i t t l e  Red River , 
however , t he water panther was more o f t en than not spott ed i n  the lake 
i t se l f !  --Legend- c l a ims ttie-b"east l1vea 1n one o f  the many imest one caves 
found near the shores . 

For years , drown i ngs in the l ake we re att r i buted to the monst er . 
The bodies that were never found , and there were s evera l , were be l i eved 
to have been eaten by the wat er panthe r . 

I n  the ear ly 1 9 7 0 s , a scuba diver repo rted encountering the wat er 
panthe r near an underwater open i ng to a cave rn . The c reature , a ho rr i d ,  
man- l i ke form cove red with fur , rushed a t  the diver and r i pped o f f  hi s 
mas k . F r i ghtened for hi s l i fe ,  the dive r  ki c ked and f l ai l ed and 
succeeded i n  f endi ng o f f  the beast unt i l  he could reach the sur face and 
sa fety .  

Many di smi s s  the t a l es o f  the wate r  panther as me rely f anc i ful folk­
l ore , de s i gned only to scare the wi t s  our o f  the gul l i b l e . Othe r s , many 
o f  them l ong-t i me res i dent s o f  the reg i on near Greers Ferry L ake and the 
L i t t l e  Red River , are not so sure . 

At night , they c l aim , they can st i l l  hear the e e r i e  cri e s  o f  the 
creature . 7 
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GLOW ING HALO OF L IGHT SEEN IN I OWA 
A gl owi ng hal o  o f  l ight seen hovering ove r a farm f i e l d  Janua ry 2 9 , 

1 9 9 0  by a rural We l lman woman i s  being t aken ser i ous ly by the Washington 
County She r i f f ' s  Dept . as an uni dent i f i ed f l y i ng obj ect , one of two 
apparent s i ght i ngs in a month . 

Cha r l een Mi l l er a l so i s  taking he r eveni ng encounte r  on a count ry 
road earnes t l y . Now she ' s  dr iving a di f ferent route to her I owa C i ty 
j ob ,  hop ing to avo i d  something she doe sn ' t  want t o  meet al one agai n  i n  
the dark . 

Chi e f  
reputat i on 
kids . 

She r i f f ' s  Deputy Jack Di l l on says he knows o f  Mi l l e r ' s  
in the We l lman area as a rat i ona l woman wi th a husband and two 

Another a l l eged s i ght i ng a l so is he l pi ng c o l l aborate Mi l l e r ' s  story . 
Wi thin the past few weeks the she r i f f ' s  department di spatchers rece ived 
an anonymous c a l l f rom someone repor t i ng a mys t e r i ous l i ght i n  the n i ght 
sky between We l lman and West Chest e r , whi ch are about n i ne mi l e s  apart . 

Mi l l e r ' s  unwanted exper i ence began at 9:0 0 p . m .  Monday on her way t o  
work . About two mi l e s  no rth o f  We l lman , on County Road W- 3 8 , Mi l l e r  
sensed a bright l ight . She turned her head t o  t h e  west and what she saw 
was a dark mas s , f l anked by two beacons , l i t by a ha l o  o f  l ight . 

" I t was huge . I t  was coming down and there were two blue l ight s " on 
the s i de s  o f  the mas s  at what woul d  be the 8 and 2 o ' c l ock po i nt s  of a 
c l ock . She l ooked for a f ew s econds , then turned t o  the f ront t o  make 
sure her car was on the road . " I  l ooked bac k at it and as I l ooked at 
it , it  vani shed . "  8 
TEXAS ICE FALL 

Thi s int erest ing i ce fa l l  repo rt comes f rom John Yearwood ' s  
exce l l ent story in the Nov . 2 4 , 1 9 8 7  edi t i on o f  t he Dal l as Morni ng News : 

Gene Gordon was in h i s  backyard tendi ng to h i s f l ower s  when he heard 
the c rash . 

A s t art l ed Gordon then wal ked around the s i de o f  h i s  house t o  hi s 
f ront dr iveway . 

" As I di d ,  a chunk o f  green i ce f e l\ o f f  t he roo f , "  s a i d  Go rdon , a 
photographer f o r  the Fort Worth Star - Telegram. 

Go rdon , who l ives about 3 5  mi l e s  f rom Da l l a s /Fort Worth 
Internat i ona l Ai rport , said he be l i eve s the ice fe l l  f rom an a i rcraft 
approachi ng the ai rpo rt f rom the west coast . Ai rport and Federal 
Avi at ion o f f i c i a l s  said the i c e  may have formed f r om a l e aky t o i l e t  in an 
a i rc raft f lying over Gordon ' a  home Sunday . 

" I  knew i nstant ly whe re i t  c ame f rom , " Gordon s a i d  Monday . " I  have 
an RV and am fami l i ar with chem i c a l  t o i l et s . "  

The i ce i s  made green by the chemi cal s used t o  s ani t i ze the t o i l et s , 
of f i c i a l s sa i d . 

Gordon ' s  wi fe , Sybi l ,  was i n  the l iving room with the i r 3 -week-o l d  
grandson when the i ce fe l l , Gordon sa i d . The i c e  damaged the sheet rock 
cei l ing ,  c racked a l i ght f i xture and broke a bul b . Gordon est imated the 
damage at $ 5 0 0 . 

I t  was unc l ear Monday who wi l l  end up foot ing the bi l l  for the 
damage . 

Gordon was t o l d  by FAA o f f i c i a l s  that an invest i gat i on wi l l  be 
conducted t o  dete rmine what ai rcraft was f ly i ng over the area , l ocat e d  
southwe st o f  the ai rport , when the inc i dent occur red about 3:4 5 p . m .  

The a i r l ine woul d  then be respons ible f o r  pay i ng Gordon for the 
damage , said Mitch Barker , an FAA spoke sman . 
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" I  t a l ked with my i nsurance company , "  Go rdon s a i d . " They said 
they ' l l go ahead and proc e s s  the c l aim (but ) I wou l d  pre f e r  t o  get i t  
fixed b y  the a i r l ine . " 

Meanwhi l e , Go rdon s a i d  he ' s  ho l ding on to the gre en i ce , whi ch he 
wrapped i n  a p l ast i c  bag and put in hi s f re e z e r . 

Go rdon c o l l ected the i c e  f rom insulat i on i n  whi ch i t  had become 
embedded a f t e r  fal l i ng through the at t i c . The 8 -by 1 6 - i nch ho l e  in the 
ro o f  was cove red with p l as t i c  for prot ect ion from rain , Go rdon sa i d . 

The search f o r  the a i rcraft f rom whi ch the i c e  fe l l  wi l l  not be 
easy , s a i d  No rm Sc rogg ins , Manager for the DFW Radar Approach Cont ro l 
Towe r . 

" It wi l l  be a fut i l e  e f f ort , ak i n  to l ook i ng for a needle in a 
hays t ac k , "  Sc rogg ins s a i d . " It wi l l  be ext reme l y  d i f f i cult to i dent i fy 
the a i rc raft . " 

Barker s a i d  the FAA wi l l  revi ew tapes to he lp i dent i fy the ai rc raft . 
But S c roggi ns s a i d  the tape s would not be tota l ly accurat e because there 
coul d have been othe r  a i rcra f t  in the area that we r e  not i n  c ontact with 
the a i rport cont ro l t owe r . 

" The i c e  could have come f rom an a i rcraft that was f ly i ng over the 
a r ea at a much highe r a l t i tude , " Sc rogg i ns s a i d . 

Inc i dent s where dr i pp i ng wate r  f rom bathrooms f orm i c e  and cause 
p r ob l ems for a i rc ra f t  or homeowne rs are very rare , o f f i c i a l s  s a i d . 9 
MELANISM IN PUMAS: A CASE FOR THE PHANTOM PANTHER? 

Here i s  one o f  my favo r i te Weirdology art i c l es by noted fortean 
wr i t e r  and invest i gato r  Curt Suthe r l y: 

They have been c a l l e d  by many name s: panthe r , catamount , panther , 
mount a i n  s c re amer , k i ng cat , s i lver l i on . . .  cougar . 

Another name , one I prefer , i s  puma - f rom the Incas for " l i on . " 
In the East , the b i g  cat s were already ext i rpated in most reg i ons 

nea r l y  a c entury ago . F l o r i da , al one o f  the eastern s t ate s , c ont i nue s t o  
have a recogn i z ed breeding c o l ony o f  couga r s . Howeve r ,  the F l or i da 
c o l ony i s  in t roub l e: at l ast repo rt , no mo re than 3 0  o f  the big cat s 
rema i ned t he i r  number s  dec l i ni ng 1due t o  i nbreeding and resul t i ng 
genet i c  di sorde r . 

Des p i t e  t hi s , and de s p i t e  o f f i c i a l  deni a l s  that t he puma i s  maki ng a 
comeback in the East , widespread repo r t s  c ont i nue t o  emerge o f  shadowy , 
l i on- l i ke c reatures . Many fortean inve s t i gat o r s  and wr i te r s  {and I 
i nc l ude mys e l f he re ) have ma i ntained that at l east s ome o f  the s e  account s 
are part o f  the " paracreature " phenomenon whi ch seems t o  corre spond 
c l o s e l y  to the UFO phenomenon . Al s o  i nc l uded he re i s  s asquatch (the 
three-toed var i ety , at l east ) and pe rhaps the ever e lus ive phantom 
kangaroo o f  North Ame r i ca . 

In mid- 1 9 8 8  I began a three -month i nve s t igat i on o f  mys t e ry cat 
reports in Pennsyl van i a , wi th the aim of pub l i shing in a state outdoo r  
magaz ine (Pennsylvania Game & Fish). From the start , I wo rked c l o s e ly 
wi th PG&F edi t o r  M i ke Toth , who was i nt r i gued with the i de a  that pumas 
mi ght be returning t o  Pennsylvan i a . Nonethe l e s s , I be l ieve we both had 
doubt s that the s t o ry i dea wou l d  evo l ve i nto anything o f  s i gni f i c ance . 

Because Game & F i sh Pub l i shing i s  l ocated i n  Mar i et t a , Georg i a  {the 
company hand l e s  a l arge numbe r o f  state t i t l es and one nat i ona l book ) , I 
con f e r red w i t h  Mike by t e l ephone . At the same t ime I drew on the 
expe rt i se o f  t wo Pennsylvan i a  natura l i st s , Gl enn and Dan i t a  Wamp l e r , who 
l ive only a f ew mi l e s  f rom my home and who at the t ime owned three pumas 
and a bobcat . 
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( By way o f  exp l anat i on ,  the Wamp l e r s  ope rate a l i censed menage r i e  
which permi t s  them to s he l t e r  non-domest i c  an ima l s . They wo rk c l o s e l y  
with Pennsylvani a  Game Commi s s i on o f f i c i al s , and have cared f o r  many 
inj ured or di s p l aced wi l dl i fe spec i es . Two o f  the i r  b i g  cat s - a mat ed 
pa i r  - d i ed wi thin three weeks of each othe r  i n  1 9 8 9  f rom causes st i l l  
undete rmined , though be l i eved t o  be nat ural . The remaining puma , a young 
fema l e , was l e ft i n  the i r  custody by federal agent s - anothe r  s t o ry 
ent i re ly . )  

Fo l l owing a l engthy per i od o f  int e rvi ews , f i e l d  wo rk , and reference 
research , the art i c l e  was c ompl eted in two part s and publ i shed in t he 
February and March i s sues o f  Pennsylvania Game & Fish. Mo re impo rtant l y , 
my ear l y  skept i c i sm was p roven t o  be unfounded; not onl y  are repo rt s o f  
pumas fai r ly abundant i n  Pennsylvania ( de s p i t e  a c ont radictory vi ewp o i nt 
by the s t ate Game Commi s s i on )  but most o f  these account s appear t o  be o f  
l egit imat e mount ain l i ons and not o f  shadowy , mys t e r i ous paracreature s .  

I n  fact , a genuine surp r i se was the d i scove ry that a sma l l 
percentage o f  these repor t s  are o f  me l an i s t i c  ( al l -b l ack ) pumas , even 
though thi s c o l o r  phase i s  not supposed to exi st at a l l in No rth Amer i ca . 
( The me l ani s t i c  cougar i s  f ound i n  South Amer i c a , though even the re only 
one b l ack puma has ever been t aken - a cat ki l l e d  by a hunte r . )  

One Pennsylvani a  report focused on i n  the art i c l e  c ame f rom a woman 
named Esthe r  T rough , who res i des with her ret i red husband , Jack , in a 
sec l uded , heavi ly wooded l ocat i on borde r ing an extens ive reg i on o f  state 
game l and . He r account ( re l at ed to Dan i t a  Wamp l er and myse l f ) was o f  a 
c l ose conf ront at i on with a large cat - unmi s t akab ly a cougar except the 
animal was b l ack . Complerely b l ack , with no di s c o l o rat i on o r  under ly i ng 
spot t i ng as one would f ind i n  a me l ani st i c  j aguar . 

During a l engthy i nt e rview , E sther responded without he s i tat i on t o  
our quest i ons , and we c ou l d  f ind n o  faul t o r  c ont radi ct i on in he r s t o ry . 
We a l s o  exami ned the s i t e  whe re the a l l eged encount e r  took pl ace; we 
found pl enty o f  deer s i gn and sma l l  game s i gn ,  and evi dence o f  recent 
smal l bi rd k i l l s . *  Afte rward , Dan i t a  and I agreed that a l arge cat could 
hunt without di f f i culty i n  the area . 

1 

Esther ' s  encount e r , we we re t o l d , occurred dur i ng the spring o f  1 9 8 3  
whi l e  she was searching f o r  pine seedl ings t o  t rans p l ant f rom the 
mountain to her yard . 

" I  was pul l ing thi s sc reechy l i t t l e  cart , l ooking down , when 
something dark pas sed in f ront o f  me , "  she reca l l ed . At the t ime E sthe r 
was on a mount ain t ra i l behind he r home , near i ng a natura l spr i ng f rom 
which the T rough ' s  p ipe wate r  to the i r  house . 

" I  l ooked up and the re i t  was , " she dec l ared , " and I thought , Oh 
dear God , p l ease don ' t  l et i t  j ump on me . "  

After star i ng at the anima l for l ong , s i l ent seconds , E sther s a i d  
she backed care ful ly away . The c at , whi ch c rouched on the oppos i t e s i de 
of the spr ing , made no move t o  attack . Late r , s a f e ly back in the house , 
Esther said she began t o  s hake - a react i on to the expe r i ence . 

Subsequent resea rch reve a l ed that othe r s  i n  the area had s imi l ar 
sight ings dur i ng a roughl y  two-year per i od - among them a bow hunte r  who 
watched a b l ack c ougar f rom hi s camouf l aged pos i t i on .  

These and othe r  account s gathe red for the Game & Fish art i c l e  were 
supported by informat i on prov i ded by Stan Gordon , di rect o r  o f  the 
Pennsylvani a  As soc i at i on for the I nvest igat i on o f  the Unexp l ai ned . 
Stan ' s  i nvest i gat i ons have turned up t racks ( in July 1 9 84 , whi ch he cast ) 
that c l ea r l y  show the mark o f  a puma . He a l so has a bulging f i l e o f  puma 
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r epo r t s . 
Othe r support ing i n f o rmat i on was a videot ape o f  a c ougar rec o rded by 

a c ameraman for KDKA- TV i n  P i t t sburgh on June 1 ,  1 9 8 2 . 
Taken as a who l e , thi s i s  a l l di f f i cult t o  di smi s s . Pumas do appear 

t o  be mak ing a comeback in Pennsylvan i a , and in s eve ral nei ghbor i ng 
st at e s , including Maryl and , Vi rgini a ,  and Wes t  Vi rgi n i a . And i f  the 
repo r t s  are accurate , at l east some of the se cat s a r e  a l l b l ack in c o l o r . 

Thi s , in turn , t ends to put a s omewhat di f fe rent l i ght on the 
mys t e r i ous " phant om panthe r s " . 

My pe rsonal v i ew , de r i ved f rom my own r e s e a rch , i s  that many -
inde e d , pe rhaps mo st - ac count s o f  phant om panther s  are t i ed to genuine 
puma ac t ivity and are not o f  paraphys i c a l  o r i g i n . But take not e : I am 
not s ay i ng I ent i rely di scount t he paraphys i c a l  v i ew . 

At the s ame t ime , some forteans mi ght qui ck l y  di smi s s  the i dea o f  
me l an i sm i n  pumas whi l e  who l ehea rtedly embrac i ng the i dea o f  shadow 
c re a t ures f rom an a l t e rnat ive rea lm . Neve rthe l e s s , and as not ed e a r l i e r , 
me l an i sm in pumas does occur i n  South Ame r i c a . The i nt roduct i on o f  thi s 
charact e r i s t i c  i nto the Uni t ed States wou l d  have requi red no more than a 
sing l e  mat ing between a South Ame r i can puma and one o f  i t s  Cent ral o r  
No rth Ame r i can cous i ns . 

As suming for the sake o f  argument , that any such event occurred l et 
i t  a l so be noted that me l ani sm might not be immedi at e l y  evi dent in puma 
o f f spring , and pe rhaps not for several generat i ons . Eventual ly , howeve r ,  
a b l ack ki tten woul d  be born . Then more gene rat i ons might pas s  be fore 
another b l ack k i t t en came t o  l i t t e r . But s l owly , gradua l ly , the 
pot ent i a l  for me lan i sm woul d  beg in t o  i nc rease as the gene poo l  i s  
broadened through cont inued reproduct i on . 

My suspi c i on i s  t hat wi thin t en years there wi l l  be i r re futab l e  
ev i dence o f  puma act ivity in t h e  East , j us t  as the e a s t e rn c oyot e  i s  now 
an accepted real i ty ( i t wasn ' t  a decade ago ) . And i f  some o f  these cats 
exh i b i t  a me l ani st i c  t ra i t , then another a rchetype - that of the " phantom 
panthe r 11 in No rth Ame r i ca - become s a real i ty . 
*A puma wi l l  feed on b i rds , rodent s and other smal l l i fe f o rms as we l l  a s  
o n  l a rge r anima l s . They requi re cons i de rab l e  fue l  f o r  the i r met abo l i sm ,  
and when hungry are not prone t o  be p i c ky . 1 0  
W I SCONS IN MYSTERY CAT 

After Curt Suthe r l y ' s exc e l l ent report on me l ani s t i c  cougars i n  
Weirdology I s sue # 1 8 ,  w e  j ust had t o  print the fo l l owing news report sent 
in to us by l ong-t ime researcher Ri chard He i den . I t  ran in the August 
1 7 , 1 9 8 9  edit i on of the Gay Mi l l s , Wi scons in Crawford Coun ty Independen t 
& Kickapoo Scou t :  

The Crawford County Sher i f f ' s  Department and the Wi scons i n  
Department of Natural Res ources a r e  i nve s t i gat ing s everal reports that a 
couga r was seen in the Mt . S t e r l i ng area on seve ra l  occas i ons l as t  week . 
A report f rom the Sher i f f ' s  Department s a i d  the repo rt s c ame i n  l ast 
Tue sday , Wedne sday and Thursday ( the 8th , 9th and l Ot h - Ed ) . 

DNR Warden Denni s K i rschbaum s a i d  Monday that the c ougar i s  not a 
wi l d  animal . He s a i d  i t  apparent ly e s c aped f rom s omewhe re , though a 
check with cougar owner s  in the county d i dn ' t  turn up any mi s s i ng anima l 
( How o ft en do we hea r  thi s l i ne in regards t o  myst e ry anima l repo rt s ?  -
Ed ) . Ki rs chbaum s a i d  t he animal i s  not f rom thi s county and has been 
s een at di f ferent t ime s dur i ng t he past month . Tobacco f a rme rs saw i t  
one day between Mt . St e r l i ng and Gay Mi l l s , and others have heard i t  at 
night , though they haven ' t  seen i t . 
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Ki r s chbaum has ver i f i ed that i t  i s  a c ougar and has p l as t e r  
impre s s i ons of the anima l 's t racks . I s  i t  dange rous ? Ki r schbaum says 
the anima l has done nothing to indi cat e i t's dange rous and may even be 
dec l awed . I f  the anima l  we re a nui sance , maybe someone woul d  shoot it , 
but the game warden i s  hope ful the animal can be t rapped al ive and then 
taken to a game farm whe re it woul d be " better o f f . " He theo r i zes that 
it survives by eat ing rodent s . 

The anima l i s  about 6 feet l ong , according t o  Ki rs chbaum . He says 
the cougar ' s  body is about 3� feet l ong and the t a i l i s  2� feet l ong . 
I t ' s  pos s ib l e  thi s i s  the s ame c ougar reported nea r  La Crosse s i x  months 
ago . He says once the animal establ i shes a pat t e rn , an e f fort wi l l  be 
made to t rap it . 

Ki r schbaum said the re have been several re l i ab l e  report s that a bear 
has been seen i n  several part s o f  the c ounty . . .  Eastman , Ferryv i l l e , and 
near the R i chland County l ine . He said the report s are " ve ry r e l i ab l e . "  
He s a i d  the repo rt s a re o f  bear cubs , but he has been unab l e  to get any 
t racks . 1 1  
" SENECA GUNS " RETURN TO NORTH CAROLINA? 

The fol lowing Assoc i at ed Press r e lease f r om Sunset Beach , North 
Caro l i na on Sept ember 4 ,  1 9 9 0  once aga i n  ra i se s  the quest i on regarding 
myst e ry " booms " often heard o f f shore: 

Just what is that no i se that res i dent s al ong the coast have been 
hear i ng? 

Reve rberat i ons powe r ful enough to shake beach cottages a re heard and 
f e l t  s eve ral t imes every autumn al ong the coast in New Hanover and 
Brunswick count i e s . 

" I t moves the earth , I t e l l  you , " Minn i e  Hunt o f  Sunset Beach s a i d . 
" Somet imes you get two o r  three in a row . " 

Res i dent s l ong ago ni cknamed the s t range s ounds the " Seneca guns , "  
she s a i d . Lacking an exp l anat i on ,  they concocted a myth that the Seneca 
I ndi ans , edged out o f  the i r  l and when European s et t l e r s  a r r i ved i n  the 
New Wor l d , we re returning with the whi t e  man ' s  own weapons f o r  revenge . 

Re s i dent s who are now grandparent1s s ay the i r  own grandparent s 
remembe red the rumb l e s , s o  they predate the s oni c booms o f  j et s  breaki ng 
the s ound bar r i e r . 

And the beach booms , whi ch only l ast two o r  three seconds , have a 
di f ferent resonance than super soni c  a i rcraft , Mrs . Hunt sai d . Ne i ther 
can the no i ses - whi ch occur most o ft en on c l ea r  days - be c on fused wi th 
thunder . 

" I t ' s  a very d i st i nc t  sound , " she s a i d . " I t can be l i kened t o  both 
o f  those , but i t ' s  not e i ther . "  

The no i ses c l early emanat e  f rom the sea , she said . 
" There ' s  no doubt i t's c om i ng f rom the ocean , " she sai d . " I t ' s  not 

a l and phenomenon . "  
Many have supposed the re i s  a mi l i ta ry c onnec t i on , Sunny Po i nt 

Mi l i tary Ocean Termina l , a shi pp ing po i nt f o r  ammunit i on and exp l o s ives 
on the B runswi ck County shore l i ne , is o ft en accused . 

But Myrt l e  Meade , a spoke sman for Sunny Po int , said the t e rminal 
j ust move s  the exp l o s ive s . It doe sn't use them . 

" We do mi l i tary shipping operat i ons and they ' re very qui et on that 
wate r , "  Meade said . She s a i d  other mi l i tary i nst a l l at i ons a l s o  di savowed 
any connect i on with the di sturbance s .  

" We have l ooked at i t  and l ooked at i t  and l ooked at i t , and i t's 
not us , "  she s a i d . 
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The sounds occur mos t  o f t en in the fal l and spr i ng , though they 
oc c a s ional ly shive r  ac ro s s  the beache s in other s e asons . Somet ime s they 
shake the coast mo re t han once in a day . Somet imes they happen a few 
days in a row . Somet ime s  they a re weeks apart . They have been repo rted 
as f ar no rth as Carteret County , but are mos t  f r equent near Wi lmington 
and s outhward . 1 2  
BEAR OR B I GFOOT I N  OKLAHOMA? 

Sta f fer Z iva Branst et t e r  o f  the Tu l s a  Tribune f i l e d the f o l l owing 
repo rt on August 1 4 , 1 9 9 0: 

Two repo rts o f  a hai ry , st inky c reature e s t i mated to be up to 1 0  
feet t a l l have sent B i g f oot rumo rs f lying i n  east e rn Cherokee County . 

But a state wi l d l i fe o f f i c i a l  says he ' s  sure i t ' s  a bear . 
Unde rshe r i f f  Dan Garbe r s a i d  the ha i ry c reature was s i ght ed f i r s t  on 

August 1 s t near a mobi l e  home 1 0  mi l e s  east of Tahl equah in the community 
of E l don near the Ada i r  County l i ne .  

The second s i ght i ng was Wednesday (the 8th ) at a re s i dence three 
mil e s  east of the mobi l e  home , he sa i d . 

Garbe r s a i d  a woman who l ives in the mobi l e  home reported she " heard 
a no i se and sme l led a hor r i b l e  sme l l "  the even i ng of August 1 st . He s a i d  
s h e  s potted the c reature f rom h e r  wi ndow . 

" She est imated i t  t o  be 1 0  feet t a l l and about 4 0 0  pounds . I t  was 
by he r t rai l e r  and i t  t ook o f f  into the woods , "  Garbe r sa i d . 

Deputy Joe Weave r , who i nvest i gated the repo rt s , said he found 
seve ral " impre s s i ons " in the a rea whe re the c reat u r e  was spotted . 

" They we re pret ty good s i z e . I cou l d  st i c k  both my feet s i de by 
side i nto the t rack . "  

Garbe r s a i d  on Wedne sday , 8 -year- o l d  Janet Do s s  repo rt ed see i ng the 
c reature near a t rash heap i n  back o f  he r house . 

" I t was i n  a ga rbage p i l e , j ust rummag ing through i t . She saw i t  
and he r mothe r saw i t  t oo , " Garber s a i d . 

" The mothe r  s a i d  i t  st ood up and wa l ked down a hi l l  away f rom the 
hou s e . Thei r dog ran out i nt o  the woods a f t e r  i t , and ran back with hi s 
t a i l  between hi s l eg s . "  1 

Garbe r sai d the g i r l  and he r mother de s c r i bed the c reature as e i ght 
feet t a l l with " f r i z zy ha i r . "  

" I t has a l ot o f  s imi l ar i t i e s  to a bear , but what i s  unusua l  i s  that 
i t ' s  always des c r i bed as wa l k i ng (up r i ght ) on i t s  f eet . " 

Weave r s a i d  the g i r l  " sa i d  i t  was cove red i n  dark b rown hai r ,  but 
the f ace didn ' t  have ha i r .  I t  had ski n . " 

Joe Adai r ,  di s t r i c t  chi e f  o f  the Okl ahoma Wi l d l i fe Department , said 
he has rece ived several c a l l s  about the animal . 

I n  1 9 8 9 , a c reature be l i eved t o  be the l egendary Bigfoot was al so 
spot t ed in McCurt a i n  County , in far southeaste rn Ok l ahoma . 1 3  
1 9 88 TENNESSEE ENCOUNTER 

Thi s  very int e re s t ing s i ngl e  witne s s  UFO case that happened on June 
6 t h  near We st Po i nt , Tennes see appeared in the Nashvi l l e Tennessean , 
unde r the byl i ne o f  Joe Baxt e r: 

A repo rted UFO s i ght i ng ye s t e rday mo rni ng had Lawrence County 
inve s t i gators seek ing t o  ver i fy a f arme r ' s  c l aim o f  seeing a bright , 
gl obe- shaped ob j ect near TVA powe r l i ne s behind hi s home . 

Coy Luna , 5 9 , s a i d  he was " bugg i ng my pot at oes in my garden , "  when 
hi s bark i ng dog cal led hi s at t ent i on t o  a shiny round ob j ect " that had 
l i t i n  the bot t om beh i nd t he house . "  

" I ' m  not seeing o r  imagi ni ng thing s , and I haven ' t  had a dr i nk or 
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nothing , " said Luna , who s e  sobr i ety was conf i rmed by a she r i f f ' s  deputy 
invest igat o r , Tim Jackson . 

Luna de scr ibed the ob j ect as " b ig enough to ho l d  four o r  f i ve 
people " and said " i t l ooked k i nd o f  l i ke one o f  the se wat er t anks you see 
around he re and was cove red with somet hing that l o oked l i ke t i nfo i l . "  

" When I f i rst saw i t , i t  was j ust s i t t i ng the re . I t  was so b r i ght 
it woul d  put your eye s out to l ook at it . I real ly don ' t  know i f  i t  was 
the sun re f l ect ing o f f  o f  it  o r  i f  it wa s some k i nd o f  l i ght s . "  

He s a i d  he l e f t  hi s garden to t ake a l ook because hi s dog was 
" ra i s ing s o  much he l l . "  

" He j ust t ook o f f  running and barking toward i t . When he got about 
30 feet away , it went s t ra ight up . . .  and took o f f  real fast . The dog went 
nut s and I did t oo ! " 

Desp i t e  the brightne s s , Luna said he cou l d  see a sma l l  door but " no 
kind of propel ler , land ing gea r or nothing . "  

" The door was so sma l l  a per son would have to bend ove r t o  go 
through i t . It went out of here 1 ike a j et p l ane , but it was qui et . 
You coul d hear that it had s ome k i nd o f  eng i ne , but I don ' t  know what . 
I t  sounded kind o f  l i ke a weedeat e r , "  s a i d  Luna . 

Jackson said he wa s unabl e  t o  f i nd any ground markings at the s cene . 
" I  made him go over the s t o ry seven o r  e i ght t imes and he had the 

same story each t ime . He never var i ed and he was n ' t  - and hadn ' t  been -
drinking , " he said . " I ' m  go i ng t o  ca l l  the a i r  t ra f f i c  cont ro l l e r  t o  see 
if TVA or anyone e l se has had any p l anes o r  he l i copt e r s  f ly i ng a round 
these powe r l i ne s . "  

Luna said he wi shes someone could determine what he saw . 
" I ' d  give a good pi ece o f  money t o  f ind out what i t  was , " he s a i d . 

" I  didn ' t  cal l the sheri f f ' s  department to repo rt i t . The onl y  reason I 
ca l l ed was to see i f  anyone e l se had s een i t  too . 

" I ' ve neve r be l i eved in UFOs or anything l i ke that , but thi s sure 
scared me to death . "  1 4  
" BIG MUDDDY " OF I LL INOI S  

Bob Re iman repo rted t o  autho r i t i e s  in Murphysbo ro , I l l ino i s  that on 
the ear l y  morning of June 3 ,  1 9 8 8  he s ighted a l oc a l ly- famous monst e r  i n  
hi s salvage yard o n  the no rth s i de o f  t own nea r the Mi s sour i Paci f i c  
rai l road t racks j ust o f f  Rout e 1 3 . 

" What was surpr i s ing t o  me was that it c ame r i ght up beh ind the 
garage . It gave out a real high-pi t ched scream or be l l ow .  No man could 
sound l i ke that , " Reiman said . 

Re iman had been c a l l ed t o  the scene by secu r i ty guard Cha r l e s  
St raub , who thought there mi ght be a prowler i n  t he salvage yard . Re iman 
and St raub searched the yard f o r  a whi l e then c ame upon what they sa i d  
was a n  e i ght to ten- foot tal l c reature cove red w i t h  fur . 

" I t ' s eye s we re red in the beam o f  the f l ashl ight , "  s a i d  Re iman . 
" And it had l ot s  o f  t eeth . They we ren ' t  l i ke fang s , they we re j ust 
teeth . You could sure t e l l i t  hadn ' t  been us ing Po l i dent . "  

Re iman said the f i r s t  thing he and St raub not i ced wa s a st rong odor . 
Then they heard a rust l i ng i n  the t reel ine on the edge o f  the l ot , and 
saw the c reature . 

" When they ca l l ed about i t , we thought they we re j ok i ng , " s a i d  Joyce 
Ti ndal l of Roya l t on . J oyce , Re iman ' s  s i ster , s a i d  she thought the who l e  
thi ng was a j oke a t  f i rst . 

" When we saw Bob and Char l e s ' face s , we knew i t  wasn ' t  any j oke . " 
Joyce s a i d  she , Cheryl Re iman , and the rest o f  t he group encounte red the 
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c r e at ure i n  the south port i on o f  the salvage yard . 
" When it stood up , I j ust couldn ' t  speak . Then it ducked back 

down . . . It s eemed to be mak i ng s emi c i rc l e s  around us l i ke it was s t a l k i ng 
us o r  checking us out . I t  seemed to be j ust as c ur i ous about us as we 
we re about i t . "  

The n i ght be fore , Mrs . T i nda l l  s a i d  they had heard a l oud s l urping 
no i se coming f rom the v i c i n i ty o f  the pan o f  wat e r  whi ch the dog no rmal ly 
dr ank out o f . The next mo rn i ng , the pan was found d ry . 

The weeds in the area showed s i gns o f  be i ng t rodden down and a path 
coul d be s een l eading to the l ow area next to the rai l road embankment 
whe r e  what was c l a imed to be a footp r i nt of the c re ature , had by the t ime 
i nve s t i gators arrived on the scene seeped ful l o f  wat e r . 

The monster s i ght i ng s  i n  the area go back t o  1 9 7 2 , when s i ght ings o f  
a l a rge c reature were made by witne s s e s  i n  Rive r s i de Park , whi ch i s  
ad j ac ent t o  the B i g  Muddy River whi ch f l ows south o f  Murphysbo ro . 1 5  
MARYLAND B I GFOOT 

At 1 : 0 0 a . m .  on the morni ng o f  May 1 4 , 1 9 9 0 , 3 2 -year- o l d  Peggy 
N i c ho l s  was awakened by an unusua l sc ream coming f rom the backyard of he r 
home on D i ckerson Road i n  D i c kerson , Maryl and ( 3 0 mi l es northwest o f  
Wa s h i ngt on D . C . ) Havi ng heard the nocturna l sc reams f o r  several weeks 
( and as suming they were f rom wi l dcat s ) ,  Peggy N i cho l s  quickly rose and 
a l e rt ed he r 2 5 -year - o l d  s i s t e r  Caro l to the fact that " i t "  was back . The 
pa i r  caut i ous ly opened t he i r  back porch doo r  and s aw a " great b i g  Ha i ry " 
c reature moving though a corner o f  the i r  backyard , about 30 feet away . 
C l a iming t he c reature was only in v i ew f o r  a s ec ond o r  two , they 
de s c r i bed i t  as wa l k i ng upr i ght and standing near l y  seven feet t a l l . No 
ot her charact e r i st i c s  we re observed be fore the c r eature moved o f f  into 
the woods . 

Al l f ive membe r s  o f  the Nicho l s  househo l d  stated t o  thi s 
i nve s t igat o r  that the s c reams had per s i sted for seve ral weeks dat ing back 
to March 1 9 9 0 , and othe r area re s i dent s as sumed they came f r om the same 
sc reaming f e l i nes whi c h  had given nearby Wi l dcat C reek i t s  name . I t  
shou l d  be noted that t he F rede r i ck area has hosted B i g foot -type monst e r  
repo r t s dat ing back t o  the 1 8 0 0 1 s and a l s o  that t he Montgome ry County 
Po l i c e  and Washingt on Times reporter Mat t Neufe l d  had rece ived repo rts o f  
B i g fo ot s i ght i ngs f rom the Poo l esvi l l e area ( f i ve mi l e s  south o f  
D i c ke rson ) back i n  1 9 8 6 . Mark Opsan i ck 1 6  
GREEN OBJECTS FALL IN ENGLAND 

The fo l l owing report was pub l i shed in the June 2 2 , 1 9 8 9  edi t i on o f  
t h e  Wo rcester , Eng l and , Evening News : 

Po l i ce in Ro s s - on-Wye are myst i f i ed by repo rt s o f  " l arge green 
ob j ec t s " fal l i ng f rom t he sky ove r the vi l l age s of We ston-under - P enyard 
and Rudha l l  on Tuesday ( June 2 1 st ) . 

O f f icers we re s ent t o  i nvest i gat e the s i ght i ngs and returned to Ro s s  
Po l i c e Stat i on empty handed and showi ng s o  s i gn s  o f  e xpe r i enc i ng a " c l o s e  
encounter . "  

" What eve r i t  was c ou l dn 1 t have st ayed ve ry l ong , " s a i d  Sgt . Terry 
N i xon . 

The ob j ect s we re f i rs t  seen f rom Ro s s  t own c ent re then , l ater in the 
day re s i dent s i n  the a re a  s a i d  they had changed co l our to " b lue i sh "  as 
they hove red h i gh ove r f i e l ds in c l ear s k i e s . 1 7  
" BUBBLY CLOUD " I N  ARKANSAS 

The L i tt l e  Rock Gazet te ran the f o l l owing in i t s  February 7 ,  1 9 9 1  
i s sue unde r the byl i ne o f  Larry Mi l l e r : 

2 1  



I f  J o seph Hubbard we ren ' t  a l ready a re l i g i ous man , he says he would 
have become one Wedne sday mo rni ng a f t e r  wat ching a soapy , bubbl y  whi t e 
c l oud rol l ac ro s s  hi s property . 

I t  was about the s i ze o f  a cotton ba le , Hubbard s a i d , and rol l ed 
through a fence be fore coming t o  a stop at hi s pond about 6 a . m .  

Hubbard , a preacher , s a i d  l ater wi th a laugh : " I  thought i t  may have 
been the L o rd comi ng . He went away in a c l oud . " 

I t  scared h i s  gee se so bad , they may neve r return , Hubbard added . 
Inve s t igat ors came t o  l ook at the mystery sub st ance Wedne sday . They 

l ater surmi sed it could have been methane gas that had escaped f rom an 
o l d  sept i c  tank on the prope rty . 

What eve r it was , i t  di s s i pated in the a i r  as the sun rose about noon 
over Pet i t  Jean Mountain . But not be fore George Wade , c o rporat e  
envi ronment al manage r f o r  Arkansas Kraft Co . a t  i t s  paper mi l l  nearby , 
had got s ome o f  the stuf f in an a i r-proo f j ar for chemical ana lys i s . 

Re sul t s  o f  the ana lys i s  may be known today . 
Hubbar d , 6 6 , who l ives near the Conway- Perry County l i ne s outh o f  

Pet i t  Jean Mountain , sai d he not i ced the c l oud when he wa l ked onto h i s  
back porch , w i t h  hi s f i r st cup o f  co f fee in hand . 

" I t was l a rger than a b i g  bal e  o f  hay , b i gger than a 5 0 0 -pound b a � e  
of cotton " next t o  t h e  hi ghway , h e  s a i d . Obs e rve r s  l ater e s t imated i t  
was 6 feet by 6 feet i n  s i z e . 

" I t was ro l l ing ac ross the f i e l d , rol l i ng s l ow ,  and i t  woul d scare 
you to l ook at i t , "  Hubbard s a i d . " I  have l ived here 4 8  yea r s  and I ' ve 
neve r seen anything l i ke thi s . "  

He c a l led for hi s wi fe , who qui ckly f i gured i t  was f og . 
" I  t o l d  he r there ain ' t  no f og t o  that , "  Hubbard sa i d . 
As they watched , the c l oud r o l led ac ro s s  the f i e l d , through a fence , 

up a steep bank and ont o the pond . " I t caused my gee se t o  go i nt o  
orb it , " Hubbard s a i d . " They have not come back . I don ' t  know i f  they 
wi l l . "  

The c l oud then turned no rth before chang i ng to a wes t e r l y  di rect ion 
and rol l i ng t o  the base o f  some t rees . 

1 

Hubbard and h i s  son , Leon , s t ee l ed themse lve s and went t o  inspect . 
Leon t ook a st ick and " raked " through it . " When he di d ,  i t  started 
breaking up , "  Hubbard s a i d . 

One o f  the p i eces ro l l ed about 1 0 0 yards int o  the yard o f  h i s  
ne ighbo r , Carrol l Cody . Conway County She r i f f  Carl Poteete c ame by and 
desc r i bed the subst ance as s l ime and st i cky .  The sher i f f  p l aced a smal l 
amount in a j ar and cardboard box and t ook i t  t o  Wade . The stuf f i n  the 
box di sappeared . 

Wade went to Ro se Creek with the she r i f f  and wa l ked over a l a rge 
area , l ooking for some type of gas escaping f rom the ground . They f ound 
an area near the pond whe re an o l d  sept i c  t ank was thought to be and 
found smal l ho l e s  in the earth . Wade s a i d  i t  was pos s i b l e  methane gas 
from a sept ic tank cou l d  have fo rmed the unusua l  c l oud . A smal l c l oud , 
which had t iny bubb l i ng part i c l e s  constant ly movi ng around ins i de , burned 
when ign i t ed with a c i garette l i ghte r . 1 8  
ALLAN J .  MANAK TAKES ANOTHER LOOK AT THE JOE SIMONTON CASE 

" I t was the 1 8th o f  Apr i l ,  1 9 6 1 , about 1 1 : 0 0 a . m .  and a n i c e  b r i ght 
day . I was having lunch in my k i t chen on that day . There used t o  be a 
j et l i ne r i ght over my house , day and ni ght , s o  you see what k i nd o f  
no i se I was used to . We l l ,  I j ust went ove r t o  the k i t chen s i nk with 
some di shes and there i t  was , comi ng s t raight down l i ke an e l evato r  and 
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no no i se t hat I could hear i n  the house . You can i mag ine my surp r i se t o  
s e e thi s b i g  thing f l oat i ng down f rom nowhere . 

" As I had never read about any o f  thi s UFO , ( s i c ) I neve r gave it a 
th ought about f l ying sauc e r s . As I went out to whe re i t  came down , a 
ha t c h  was open ing up in the upper ha l f  o f  thi s t h i ng whi ch l ooked l i ke 
two l arge s oup bowl s . The re I saw a sma l l man . . .  " 

In 1 9 8 1 , 2 0  years a f t e r  the event , a book by the edi t ors o f  
Readers ' s  Di ges t ,  Mys teri es o f  The Unexplai ned, d i scussed the inc i dent . 
UFO e xpe rt Al l en Hynek had shown renewed int e rest i n  the case . He went 
t o  E a g l e  R i ver , Wi scons in t o  invest igate f o r  himse l f .  F i rst he found out 
t h at Joe S imont on had d i e d  in 1 9 7 1 . So he i nt ervi ewed S imont on ' s  wi dow , 
Ma ry . She informed him that he had wr i t t en a phamph l et t i t l ed " The Story 
o f  The F l y i ng Sauce r  As I t  Was Seen By Joe S imont on . " 

S imonton wrote that hi s encount e r  wi th the al i en was a f r i endly one . 
He s a i d  the smal l man he met in the f lying s auce r  had no t eeth , and wa s 
th i r s ty .  So S imonton f i l l e d  a j ug ful l o f  wate r  the a l i en gave him , and 
c l i mbed aboard the sauce r . The re he saw three men stat i oned at c ont rol 
bo a r d s . The men , S imonton sai d , we re dressed i n  two-pi ece sui t s  and 
cap s , and seemed to be about 25 to 3 0  years o f  age . The spacemen " were 
about f i ve feet tal l and about 1 2 0 pounds , and l ooked l i ke that o f  
I t a l i an de scent . "  One o f  the men on the ship was st andi ng at what 
S i mont on cou l d  only desc r i be as " a  gr i l l . "  S imonton ge stured to the 
a l i en t o  ask " a re you eat ing? " and the a l i en repl i ed by g i v i ng him four 
of the pancake - l i ke things he was cook i ng . Aft e r  S imonton c l imbed o f f  
the ship i t  " b l asted o f f  a t  a very high speed . "  He ate one o f  the 
pancakes and s a i d  it t as t ed l i ke carboard . " I t wa s l i ke nothing I ever 
saw . I t  wa s l acy , with l i t t l e  p i nho l e s , "  s a i d  S imont on . 

One pancake was given t o  Proj ect B l ue Book when they i nvest igat ed 
the i nc i dent short ly a f t e r  it happened . He gave another pancake t o  
County Judge F rank Cart e r . 

Soon art i c l es about Joe S imonton ' s  pancakes we re running nat i onwide . 
S imonton ' s  wi dow sa i d  " the phone began r i ng i ng . A lot o f  cal lers 
be l i t t led him . The news , they put in a l ot o f  f i ct i on .  They s a i d  he was 
a c h i cken farme r . He wasn ' t  a chi cken farme r , he wa s a master plumber . "  

The Ai r Force repo rt s a i d  S imont on was " found to be a b a l anced man 
of good ment al charac t e r . "  

According t o  Mary , Joe started havi ng hea l t h  prob l ems soon a fter the 
inc i dent . 

The S imontons l o s t  eve rything in a 1 9 6 9  f i re , i nc l ud i ng the infamous 
l as t  pancake , wh i ch was i n  a p l ast i c  case . " And it neve r started to mo l d  
- neve r , "  said hi s wi dow . 

" I  heard him te l l  the s ame story many t ime s . He never changed hi s 
s t o ry , " sa i d  Mary . " But s a i d  that i f  he ever saw anothe r f ly i ng saucer , 
he d i dn ' t  think he ' d  ever t e l l anyone about i t  aga i n . "  

We l l , the re you have i t . Qui t e  a story f rom the o r i g i nal vers i on 
that broke in the mews medi a  in Apr i l  o f  1 9 6 1 . 1 9  
HERE ' S  A SIMONTON FOLLOW-UP 

The publ i cat i on in our l ast i s sue o f  the a rt i c l e  on Joe S imonton by 
UAPA Cha i rman Al l an Manak has rea l ly drawn a phenomena l amount o f  
re spons e , as evi denced by the many l et t e r s  and phone c a l l s  rece ived i n  
recent weeks . Just why the s t o ry of a man who c l a i med phys i cal cont act 
wi th UFO be ings back in 1 9 6 1  ( and we must add here that Manak presented 
det a i l s  regarding the case that were not gene ra l ly c i rculated in 1 9 6 1 ) 
shou l d  gene rat e so much c omment t oday seems to pose many que st i ons for 
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UFO res ea rche r s  to ponde r . 
To my way o f  thinking , I be l i eve the comment s regarding thi s case I 

made in i s sue # 1 0 5 of Fl yi ng Saucer Di gest pretty much sums i t  up : " What 
it al l bo i l s  down to i s  the fact that we j ust may have to t reat thi s 
inc i dent as a ' real ' event . Let ' s  remembe r that i f  Budd Hopk i ns had made 
some o f  hi s i nformat i on pub l i c  i n  the 1 9 6 0 s , he woul d  have , l i ke Joe 
S imont on , been d i smi s sed as a b l at ant hoaxer . Maybe we shoul d al l go 
back i nto the deep , dark rece s s e s  of our f i les and take a s imi l a r , more 
en l ightened l ook at other cases . . .  " 

One o f  the letters we rec e i ved even conta i ned a rathe r l arge 
surpr i se , as the fol lowing f rom Bar ry Greenwood of CAUS wi l l  attest : 

" I ' m  i n  rec e i pt o f  Wei rdology # 1 2 . Your commentary on the S imonton 
case was e spec i a l ly interest i ng because I ' m about to surp r i se you ! 

" Your comment that the S imont on ' s  l ost ' the infamous l as t  pancake ' 
i sn ' t  qui t e  c o r rect . 

" Judge Cart e r  was a N I CAP member and sent t he pancake g i ven t o  him 
t o  N I CAP for ana lys i s . I t  was put int o  a f i l e for hi s MUFON Humcat 
proj ect with Dav i d  Webb . When the p ro j ect was d i sbanded due to Ted ' s  
exit f rom the f i e l d , the humano i d  f i l e s  we re shipped t o  me because o f  my 
prox imi ty t o  Dave Webb . Upon c at a l ogi ng the f i l e s  I found the thi ck 
N I CAP f i l e with the S imont on i nvest i gat i on ,  c o l o r  s l i de s  o f  the pancake 
c l ips , Judge Carter ' s  c orrespondence and Carter ' s  fragmen t of the 
pancake! 

" So you see a p i ece o f  the pancake survives . I t ' s  about t he s i ze o f  
the f i rst thumb j o int ( wi th f inge rna i l )  o f  one ' s  hand . I t ' s  hard a s  a 
rock but not mo l dy . " 

So the re you have i t . One has t o  wonder how many other " d i smi s sed " 
cases the re are out there that may have some pot ent ial paydi rt f o r  modern 
day UFO researchers with open minds . Unl i ke the " pancake " f ragment and 
original i nvest i gat ion f i l e s  in the hands o f  G renwood and h i s  group , 
there i s  p robab ly a great amount o f  dat a out there that i s  i n  danger o f  
becoming l o st a s  the years pas s . The t ime i s  now to do s omet h i ng about 
it be fore i t ' s  too l at e ! 2 0  
WEIRD CREATURE SIGHTED IN WASHINGTON STATE 

Thi s  Apr i l  2 3 , 1 9 9 4  case sounds ve ry much l i ke a de s c r ipt i on o f  
" Mothman , "  a b i zarre c reature s i ght ed by many res i dent s nea r  P o i nt 
P l easant , We st Vi rg inia in late 1 9 6 6  and ear ly 1 9 6 7 . One has to wonder 
whether there might be some c onnect i on 2 8  yea r s  and seve ra l  thousand 
mi les away ! Co lumni st C . R .  Robert s had the f o l l owing informat i on in the 
May 1 s t edi t i on of the Tacoma News Tri b une: 

The engine d i ed and the dashboard l ight s f e l l dark . Al though he 
hadn ' t  appl i ed h i s  brake s , the p i ckup t ruck he was d r i v i ng stopped 
suddenly , abrupt ly square in the m i dd l e  of the road there between the 
edge o f  the forest and a sc rubby c l earcut f i e l d . 

Hi s headl i ght s cut a ho l e  through the ni ght . He wondered what was 
wrong . 

Then he saw the feet , descendi ng b i rd feet . C l aw feet . Then the 
legs , the torso , the chest . And the wi ngs , f o l ded , attached t o  the back 
of broad shou l de r s . Then the head . That face . The c reature , nine feet 
tal l . 3 0  feet away . B l ue-t inted fur , ye l l owi s h  eye s , tufted ears and 
sharp st raight t eeth . 

Wi th a dus t - ra i s ing thud , i t  l anded . 
B r i an Canf i e l d , 1 8 , was a l one on hi s way home , l oc at ed in t he 

foothi l l s  o f  Mount Rai n i e r , at 9 : 3 0 a week ago Saturday n i ght . He 
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do e sn ' t  dr ink or take drugs . 
ave rage , norma l ki d .  

He ' s  a high scho o l  senior known as an 

" I t was st and ing there star ing at me , l i ke i t was res t i ng , l i ke i t  
di dn ' t  know what t o  think , " he says . " I  was scared . I t  rai sed the ha i r  
o n  m e . I d i dn ' t  fee l threat ened , j ust out o f  p l ac e . "  

I ' d heard Bri an ' s  s t o ry and asked for an i nt e rv i ew . " I t s  eyes were 
ye l l ow and shaped l i ke a pi ece of pie with pup i l s  l i ke a ha l f -moon . The 
mo uth was p retty big , wh i te t eeth , no fangs . The face was l i ke a wo l f , "  
he says . 

Can he sme l l  anyt hing ?  Hea r  anything? I ask h im t o  remembe r .  
He can hear the w i nd . " I t ' s l ook ing r i ght at me l i ke in a deep 

s t a r e , l i ke r i ght through me . I t ' s  standi ng pe r fe c t ly st i l l . "  
I t  stood for - how l ong? - a few minut e s . Several minut e s . Then 

it s f ingers twi tched and i t s  w i ngs began to unfo l d . Those wings were as 
wi de as the road . " I t turned i t s  head and l ooked back to me and started 
f l app i ng its wi ngs , "  Canf i e l d  says . Then s l owly it rose and so great was 
t h e  turbul ence the t ruck began t o  rock and sway . 

S l owl y the creature f l ew o f f  in the di rect ion o f  Mount Rai ni er . 
" A  few minutes l at e r  the t ruck j ust started . I took o f f , " he says . 
Can f i e ld t o l d  hi s s t ory at schoo l ear l y  l a s t  week . Some be l i eve 

hi m ,  s ome have begun to tease him . One f r i end he lped him with the sketch 
and othe r s  have come up with a name for the c reature . 

Bat squatch . 
" I ' m  real ly not i nto thi s stuff , "  Can f i e l d  s ays . 

mi nd real ly hard core . I real ly can ' t  exp l ain i t . 
we i rd . " 

" I t 
I t ' s  

bogg l e s  my 
de f in i t e ly 

" I t did happen , I ' m wi l l i ng to put my l i fe i n  i t , "  he says . " I  j ust 
have thi s picture in f ront o f  my head , the p i cture o f  i t  standi ng the re . 
I can ' t get r i d  of it . I t ' s  j ust there . I k i nda wi sh i t  d i dn ' t  happen . "  

Thi s past week I ' ve s poken both wi th ne i ghbo r s  and with hi s fami ly . 
I be l i eve h i s  st ory . I be l i eve he saw something t hat night a week ago . 
I have no idea what he s aw . I ' ve spoken with e xpe r t s  on l egends and 
c re a t ure s and none knows o f  a be ing su�h as th i s . 2 1  
ELECTROMAGNETIC UFO CASE FROM OHIO? 

A Sa l e svi l l e area man be l i eve s hi s car may have been the v i ct im o f  
some s ort o f  e l ect romagnet i c  e f fect o n  the mo rn i ng o f  Novembe r 2 3 , 1 9 8 8 . 

At 2 : 0 5 a . m . , the man c a l l ed deput i e s  o f  t he Gue rnsey County 
She r i f f ' s  Department t o  report s i ght i ng a UFO near the Sa l e svi l l e 
cemet e ry .  

The man said a huge ba l l ,  about the s i z e " o f 1 0 0 cars , " was 
t rave l ing in a north- s outh di rect i on . 

He s a i d  the UFO had " super b r i ght l i ght s " and was b l ue and s i l ve r  i n  
co l o r . 

The obj ect , when i t  f l ew ove r h i s car at a high rat e o f  speed , 
" k i l l ed hi s car and made i t  s t op running for f i ft een minut e s , "  he s a i d . 

Deput i e s  reported that they rece ived no othe r cal l s  regarding the 
st range obj ect that mo rning , but s a i d  that the s ing l e  wi tne s s  seemed 
s i nce re . 2 2  
"BOLT FROM THE BLUE" I N  MINNESOTA 

Thi s we i rd i e  was in t he October 3 ,  1 9 9 0  e di t i on o f  the B l oomingt on 
Sun - Currenr by s t a f fer Je f f  Ho lmqui st : 

J im DeWa l l , was spend i ng a qui et Sunday a f t e rnoon wo rking in h i s  
backyard when s omething s t range happened . 

F rom out o f  the b l ue sky on Sept . 1 5 th , a foot - l ong galvani z ed bo l t  

2 5  



fe l l  and st ruck the cement apron surround ing the f ami ly poo l . The ob j ect 
came to rest j ust 1 2  feet f rom where DeWa l l  was st andi ng . The we ight of 
the bo l t  took a sma l l  chunk out of the cement . 

" My f i rst reac t i on was that it was thrown ove r the fence by a k i d , " 
DeWa l l  s a i d . Then he real i z ed the bo lt coul d not have been thrown 
because when i t  st ruck the cement i t  did not s k i d  o f f  in some di rect i on . 
The bo l t  came st raight down and bounced s t raight up . 

" So then I thought i t  was f rom a sate l l i t e  or something , but it was 
so heavy . I di dn ' t  think they made sate l l i tes out o f  such mat e r i al s . "  

He l ater cal l ed the FAA to have s omeone there l ook at the bo l t . 
Of f i c i a l s  at the FAA o f f i c e  i n  Minneapo l i s  repo rt t hat a i rc raft do not 
have such heavy , ga lvani zed bo l t s .  

An FAA spokesperson s a i d  the appearance o f  the bo l t  rema i ns a 
mystery to him , as it  does to DeWal l .  2 3  
" THUNDERBIRDS " I N  PENNSYLVANIA 

Thi s  ve ry fasc inat i ng and informat ive p i ece i s  by John Rasmussen o f  
the Lach Haven Express i n  h i s  " Th i s ' n '  That " c o l umn o f  Apr i l  8 ,  1 9 9 1 . 
I t  certainly appears that Mr . Rasmussen has done a l arge amount o f  
research on hi s topic ove r the year s : 

About 2 0  years ago TnT { Thi s ' n '  That c o l umn i st ) began wr i t i ng up 
eyewitne s s  repor t s  of Thunderbi rd s i ght i ngs i n  and around the P i ne Creek 
and West Branch Va l l eys and the wi l ds o f  the B l ac k  Fo re s t  reg i on and the 
surrounding rugged and fo rbi dding terrain . . .  The Thunderb i rd i s  a mythical 
winged c reature be l i eved by Ame r i can I ndians to cause thunder and 
l i ghtning . . .  There was a mi l i tary cont i ngent back in Wor l d  War I I  days 
named the Thunde rbi rd Divi s i on ,  out o f  Okl ahoma , we think whe re I nd i an 
t radi t i on i s  st rong . . .  The c l aims o f  eyewi tne s s e s  to huge b i rds f ly i ng 
acro s s  the s k i e s  o f  Lycoming , Cl i nton , Potter , Came ron and other count i e s  
o f  no rth cent ral Pennsylvan i a  were inva r i ably counte red by t he doubt i ng 
Thomases , yet a ft e r  many gene rat i ons o f  abiding f a i t h  i n  the real i ty i n  
the phenomena , stor i e s  o f  thunde rb i rd s i ght i ngs a r e  st i l l  read in 
newspaper columns and not ab ly a new book Nat: ural Myst:eries - Monst:er 
Lizards , English Dragons ,  and Other Pu�zling Animals ( Se cond Rev i sed 
Edi t i on )  . . .  I t  is a fasc i nat ing work publ i sh by Mark A .  Ha l l  Pub l i cat i ons , 
9 2 1 5  N i co l l et So . ,  Bl oomington , MN 5 5 4 2 0  . . .  The book i s  wo rth the $ 1 6 . 9 5 
price tag . . .  Mr . Hal l  has t aken seve ra l  steps furthe r  than othe rs in hi s 
probe o f  " Natura l Myst e r i e s , "  and the paragraph after paragraph , page 
fo l l owing page of document ed f i ndings proves the exi stence of we i rd l i fe 
forms in . the hint e r l and o f  many s t at e s , and t e rat o l ogy i s  by means the 
study o f  pure ly mythi cal c reatures . . .  TnT has t a l ked and corre sponded with 
Mr . Ha l l  on occa s i on i n  the past , and remember s  the B l oomi ngton 
researcher in the Jersey Sho re area dur ing the pe r i od when repor t s  o f  
Thunderb i rd s ight ings f rom peop l e  with unquest i oned int egrety and 
eyes ight ! - we re f requent happeni ngs here in thi s newspape r o f f i ce . 

Mark A .  Ha l l  i s  a pat i ent , thoroughgo i ng , s easoned and methodical 
invest i gat or i n  h i s  f i e l d  . . .  His Nat: ural Myst:eries cont ains a chapte r  
" Pennsylvania Thunderb i rds , " whi ch brings hi s research " home " to the 
cent ral West Branch Va l l ey and surroundings . . .  Ha l l  pre faces h i s  chapter 
out of Pennsylvan i a  with t he s t at ement , " Gigant i c  b i rds o f  prey once we re 
wide spread i nhabi tant s of No rth Ame rica " . . .  ( No l ack of cert a i nty 
he re ! ) . . .  Ha l l  adds . " They have been i dent i f i ed by many names , but t he i r  
image as " Thunde rbi rds " among the No rth Ame ri c an Ind i ans has become the 
best known " . . .  Mr . Hal l  t e l l s  o f  a t ime in the 1 9th century when John 
Jame s Audubon , natural i st and art i st , t rave l ed by coach f rom Phi l ade l ph i a  
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t o  Mauch Chunk , the one - t ime c o l o r ful name for what i s  now J im Thorpe , 
Carbon County , to ob serve wi l d l i fe in a l and then known as the Great P i ne 
Swamp o f  Pennsylvania . 

Ha l l  makes it c l ear that t a l k  of the Thunde rb i rd has been common for 
mo re than a century . . .  " So l a rge are these bi rds that they take dee r and , 
some say , human be ings as p rey . Est imat es give them wingspreads greater 
t han 15  feet . A range o f  20  t o  3 0  feet i s  common . "  

The author stat e s  t hat f rom the heart o f  an area roughly de s c r i bed 
by Cameron , Pot ter , Cl int on , T i oga and adj o i n i ng c ount i e s  " have come most 
of t he de t ai l ed acc ount s of mode rn Thunde rb i rd s  i n  the state " . . .  Ha l l  
l i st s  f our pe rsons ( t hree deceased ) " who took an i nt erest in the bi rds 
the past few decades " . . .  One of the four i s  TnT ; two othe r s  we re t i re l e s s  
wo r k e r s  in the cause , t he l at e  Clyde and Anna M i nce r , o f  South Broad 
St reet , Jersey Sho re , and t he fourth in the qua r t et , Robe rt R .  Lyman , 
S r . ,  an hi s t o r i an and natural i st f rom Pot t e r  County , and author o f  such 
bo o k s  as Ama zi ng Indeed - Strange Even ts i n  the B� a ck Fores t ,  Hi s tory o f  
Ro ule t ,  Forbi dden Land pub l i shed in Couder sport . . . He once penned a not e  
to TnT in one o f  hi s book s . " Neve r say impo s s i b l e  t o  John D .  Rasmus sen . 
Thank you for your he l p " . . .  Ha l l  t e l l s  us he was a gue st o f  Robert R .  
Lyman , Sr . , and hi s wi fe i n  1 9 7 3 . . .  Mr . Lyman d i ed i n  1 9 7 4  when Thundeb i rd 
s i ght ings hereabout s were at the i r  peak . . .  Ha l l  name s H i ram M .  Cranme r as 
another pe rson wi th a l ot to say about Thunde r bi rds . . .  Cranme r was a 
l i fe l ong res i dent o f  the Ket t le Creek area . . .  Among the many othe r 
ac co unt s o f  Thunderbi rd s ight i ngs was that o f  J o s e ph and Wanda Kaye , who 
we re dr iving Rout e 2 8 7 , near the Oregon Hi l l  s k i  area when they saw a 
f ant as t i ca l ly l arge b i rd . . .  The Kayes we re en rout e f rom Lock Haven t o  
Sene c a  Fal l s  . . .  An inva l uab l e  and conven i ent document i s  the chrono logical 
l i st o f  Thunde rbi rd appea ranc e s  in the B l ack Fore s t  f o r  which dat es a re 
known , and they range f rom 1 8 9 2  t o  1 9 7 8  . . .  T ruly s i gni f i cant s ight ings 
he re have i nc l uded : 

I n  1 9 6 8 - 6 9  L i t t le P i ne Creek , Mr . and Mr s . J o hn Boyl e ,  " i n each o f  
the s e  year s  a bi rd was s een . The second t ime i t  l anded i n  the c reek . 
I t s  wings acro s s  the c reek appea red to ext end for 7 5  feet " . . .  Clyde and 
Anna Minc e r  gave a de s c r i pt i on to the autho r Ha l l , " I f I reca l l  
co r rect ly , i t  was the 9th o r  l Oth o f  Nov . , 1 9 7 0 " . . .  They have a 
de sc r i pt i on in a l et t e r  t o  the researche r : " my wi f e  and I saw the f i r st 
huge bi rd whi ch I s a i d  had a 22  foot wingspread , and I have not changed 
my mind s i nce . My wi fe c a l l ed to me as I was paint i ng spout ing , and she 
s a i d  to me , ' Look at the funny a i rp l ane . ' "  . . .  August 7 ,  1 9 7 1 , C l a i r  Koons , 
f o rme r pre s i dent of J e r s ey Shore Borough Counc i l , and I ndependent Ho se 
co . ,  f i re chi e f , and Wi l son F rede r i c k , a l so o f  Jer s ey Shore then , and son 
of ex-bo rough manage r  John Frede r ick , report ed see i ng a b i rd of some 12 -
1 5  f oot wingspan up al ong Larrys Creek t oward Sa l l adasburg . . .  When TnT 
que r i ed Koons , the eyewi t ne s s  was even more pos i t i ve about what he and 
Wi l son had s een . . .  Koons i s  an expe r i enced and knowledgeabl e  
outdoorsman . . .  Autho r Ha l l  f i nds huge b i rd s i ght i ngs have taken p l ace i n  
t h e  Ab it ibi reg i on o f  Canada ' s  Quebec P rovinc e . 

Ha l l ' s  studies i n  Nat ural Mys teri es run t o  the Great Swamps , 
inc l ud ing the Great Kanakee Mar sh in northwe st I nd i ana and ne ighboring 
I l l i no i s  . . .  Another chap t e r  dea l s  with " Mons t e r  L i z a rds " . . .  Hal l  publ i shed 
a drawing of a " Cani p  Mon s t e r  L i z ard " . . .  The chapte r  on " Eng l i sh Dragons " 
t e l l s  o f  the part -gr i f f i n part - l i on comb i nat i on c reature in dragon 
l o re . . . A segment , " B ig W i t h  E i ght Legs " i s  st art l i ng . . .  Ment ioned the re i n  
i s  a pe r i od in June 1 9 6 0  i n  I ndi ana when peop l e  were talk ing up " t he 
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Monster in Dan Cra ig ' s  We l l "  . . .  I t  seems " thi s thing in hi s c i s t e rn was an 
eer i e  beast with a dome - shaped head , two bul bous eye s , and e i ght f l ai l i ng 
t entac l e s a s  l ong as a man ' s  arm "  and Ha l l  wrote o f  " encepha l apods far 
f rom any ocean " . . .  The re i s  a wo r l d  mo re to " wi l d "  l i fe than has been 
dreamed of by mo st of us and we wi l l  wager he re with l i t t l e  p ro spect o f  
cont radict i on that reade r s  wi l l  f ind in Natural Mys teries reve l at i ons 
they ' l l read nowhere e l se . 24 
MYSTERY LIGHTS S IGHTED IN WYOMI NG 

Thi s i ntere s t i ng case i s  f rom the Buf fa l o  Bul l etin o f  Mar . 3 1 , 1 9 9 4 : 
No one has come forward wi th an exp l anat i on o f  the unusual l i ght s 

seen in the s k i e s  ove r J ohnson County on March 2 and aga i n  on March 7 ,  
but the l i st o f  peop le who repo rted see ing the st range phenomenon 
cont inue s to grow . 

Several more peop l e  c a l l ed the Buf f a l o  Bul l etin a f t e r  l ast week ' s  
i s sue was publ i shed to say they had seen these " st range l ight s , "  but none 
of those cal l ing bel i eved they coul d i dent i fy what they we re . 

One fami ly s a i d  the l i ght s seemed t o  c ome f rom almost di rect ly over 
the i r  house and they coul d hear a " roar ing " no i se . They d i d  not de s c r i be 
it sounding l i ke a j et or a he l i copt e r . 

And the l i ght s we re a l so seen by some peop l e  in the Tens l eep area 
the night o f  March 7 .  Phyl i ss Mos e s  o f  Tens l eep s ays , " We a l s o  saw those 
same l ight s ( two sets o f  two s i de - by- s i de ) hang ing ove r the mount ains for 
about 10 minutes . 

" They d i dn ' t  move much , "  says Mrs . Mo ses . 
" They were about whe re Tens l eep Canyon i s  l ocated . They moved on a 

ways and I pre sume they we re at the t op o f  the mount ain . . .  and then gone . " 
Alvina Curut chet , who l ives east o f  Buf fal o ,  says she saw the l i ght s 

near her home on March 7 .  " I t l ooked l i ke they we re out ove r a 
const ruct i on area on the I nter s t at e  Hi ghway , "  she says . " When I turned 
the l i ght s on in the hous e to l ook for the binocul ars , the l i ght s 
suddenly moved away . "  

She r r i  Gould o f  Buf falo says thi s same k i nd o f  s i ght i ng had been 
repo rted in Be lgium during the past year . She i s  an a s s oc i at e  di rect o r  
o f  the " UFO Cont act Center , I nt e rnat i onal : " 

" Thi s i s  an organ i z at i on whi ch t r i e s  to he lp peop l e  who have had a 
' contact expe r i ence , ' " says Mr s . Goul d .  

" I ' ve been a psychi c  al l my l i fe , " she says . " I ' ve he lped l aw 
enfo rcement peop l e  search for mi s s i ng pe rsons in p l aces l i ke Co l o rado . "  

Mrs . Gou ld says she d i d  not see the l i ght in the sky e ar l i e r  thi s  
month , but she senses there has been a l ot o f  act ivity i n  the Buf fa l o  
area . 

Most peop le who had seen the st range l ight s s imply don ' t  have an 
expl anat i on to o f fer . Some say they don ' t  be l i eve in UFOs , and suspect 
it might have been some kind of mi l i t ary a i rc raft . 

What ever it was in the sky ove r Buf fa l o  and other part s o f  J ohns on 
County , remai ns a mystery for most peopl e .  Yet , there i s  a l a rge number 
o f  resi dent s who did see something that was " ve ry unusual " and seems to 
de fy any " easy exp l anat ion . "  25 
MYSTERY CREATURE SPOTTED IN SOUTH CAROLINA 

Thi s Sept embe r  2 0th encount e r  was re l ated by Warren Bo l t on o f  the 
Co lumb i a  State on Septembe r  2 2 , 1 9 9 2 : 

I f  you don ' t  be l i eve in the Loch Ne s s  Monster , Bi gfoot o r  the L i zard 
Man , maybe i t ' s  because you haven ' t  seen them . 

Sylvester Arno ld neve r be l i eved the s t o r i e s . Not unt i l  Sunday when 
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he a nd h i s wi fe encount ered a c reature in R i c h l and County on a f i shing 
t r i p .  As Arno ld and hi s wi f e  wa l ked al ong rai l road t racks in the woods , 
a c r e ature " appeared out o f  nowhe re . "  

" I  t ake it to be Bi g foot o r  what ever they c a l l  i t , Sasquatch . I t  
wa s n ' t  a n  ape and it wa sn ' t  a bear , i t  was c ro s s i ng a b r i dge . I t  was 
furry , I mean l i ke a b l ac k  fur coat . Thi s  thing was huge and i t  was 
wa l k i ng ,  swinging i t s  arms back and forward , "  Arno l d  s a i d . 

" I  j ust started sweat i ng . My hai r j ust rol l e d  up on my head . We 
bo t h  pan i cked when we real i z e d  it wasn ' t  human . I t  neve r went t o  al l 
f o ur s .  When i t  was coming t owards us i t  was wa l k i ng st raight up l i ke a 
man . rr 

Arno l d , who l ive s i n  Eastover , sai d he f i red a shot in the a i r  with 
hi s . 2 2 - c a l ibe r  r i f l e  and the c reature headed f o r  t he woods . " I  got out 
o f  the re , "  he said . 

R i chl and County Sher i f f Al l en Sl oan , acknowl e dg i ng the report wasn ' t  
t a k en total ly s e r i ous l y , s a i d  a deputy was sent to t he scene . The deputy 
and Arno l d  wa l ked the area . 

I mp re s s i ons we re found nea r  the ra i l road t racks , rocks had been 
di s t u rbed and briars pushed apart . Animal ha i r  f ound wa s dee r ha i r . 

" I  gue s s  a l l  o f  us l i ke t o  be l i eve sec ret ly o r  openly that things 
l i ke that maybe do ex i st , "  S l o an sa i d . " Who am I to say he di dn ' t  see 
some th i ng ?  I was not there . "  

Arno l d  knows many peop l e  won ' t  bel i eve h i s  s t o ry . 
" Peop l e  mi ght thi nk I ' m c ra zy and that i t ' s  something I made up , but 

I don ' t  do that , "  Arno l d  s a i d . " I  woul dn ' t  p l ay a hoax . "  2 6  
n THE BARDI N  BOOGER n 

The Tal l ahas see , F l o r i da Democrat ran an int e r e s t i ng s t o ry in 1 9 8 7  
about a l oca l ly - f amous B i g f oot type c reature f rom the t own o f  Bardin . 
The " Bardin Booge r " i s  s a i d  t o  roam through the deep p i ne fore s t s  in thi s 
no rtheast F l o r i da commun i ty , and has caused some r e s i dent s t o  fear the 
unknown creature , and othe r s  t o  get a chuck l e  or two ove r the who l e  
t h i ng : 

" Th i s  thing came out o f  the wood&. It was big and ha i ry and looked 
l i ke a bear , but it had a pug no se and wa l ked upr i ght l i ke a man . The 
way i t  wa l ks , a bear c ou l dn ' t  wal k  l i ke that . I t s  arms we re swinging , 
j us t  the way you and I wa l k , " s a i d  Randy Medl ock , a Bardin-area farme r 
who c l aims to have s een t he " Booge r . "  

" I t wa l ked about 3 0  f eet i n  f ront o f  the car . We we re on a b i g  sand 
hi l l . I t  looked s i deways at us and kept wa l k i ng . I knew it was st rong 
bec ause when i t  wal ked back i nt o  the woods , i t  j us t  s l apped these pine 
sap l i ngs out o f  i t s  way l i ke they were nothing . We we re s cared . 

" After a whi l e , we got out and I t r i ed t o  step i n  the t racks . They 
wer e  a l ot bigger than my foot and I wear a s i ze 1 3 . I st ret ched as far 
as I could and I coul dn ' t  reach between them , " s a i d  Medl ock , who stands 
6 - f oot - 2 . 

Med l ock s a i d  he r s t r i ed to keep qui et about i t  I but h i s  younge r 
brothe r - in- law ,  Ronny Cone , who was with him when the " Booger " was 
spot t ed , has t a l ked throughout the P i ney Woods c ommun i ty , west o f  Pa latka 
in Putnam County . 

" I  t r ied t o  keep qui et because I knew people wou l d  doubt me , "  he 
sa i d . 

Bud Key , who owns Bud ' s  Groce ry i n  Bardi n , ha s made a few do l l ars 
off the " Booge r " by s e l l i ng T - sh i rt s , caps and records featur ing the 
c reature . 
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The T - sh i rt s  show a heavi ly musc l ed , furry c reature carrying a 
l ant e rn . I t s  long tongue i s  st i cking out . The shi r t s  a l s o  advert i s e 
Bud ' s  Grocery . 

Key ' s  c reat ure ho l ds the l ant e rn because the re i s  anothe r o l d  t a l e  
that an ee r i e  l i ght wi l l  f o l l ow you down back roads near Bard i n . 

B i l ly Crain , a count ry mus i c  band leade r i n  P a latka , wrot e , sang and 
produced a record about the " Booge r " and said he has s o l d  mo re than 1 , 0 0 0  
cop i e s  in about s i x  years . 

" Hey , Mr . Ba rdin Booge r , Ba rdin i s  your home and every day you l ove 
to roam . You run through the bushe s and you run t hrough the t rees . Hey , 
Mr . Bardin Booger , don ' t  get me , p l ease , "  are the lyr i c s  t o  the chorus o f  
h i s  song . 

Cra in ha s neve r seen the c reature , but he s a i d  he ' s  t a l ke d  to others 
who have . 

" I ' ve got out in those woods at ni ght on ho rseback and i t  get s 
pretty spooky out the re . You s t art think i ng about that o l d  Booger and 
you can psyche yourse l f  up to where you get real scared . I ' ve t a l ke d  t o  
peop l e  who have seen i t . They say i t  has a real bad s t i nk . " 

The l egend a l so has been good f o r  a few prank s . One young man cut a 
p i ece o f  plywood i nto the shape o f  a l a rge foot and stamped t racks down a 
di rt road . 

Pranksters r i gged up a sound sys tem on a t ruck t o  produce st range 
no i s es out s i de the home of Margaret War ren . 

" We cal l ed i t  the Bardin Booger T ruck , "  she s a i d . 2 7  
LAKE ERIE CREATURE REPORTED 

A Ri chl and County , Ohi o  fami ly has been t ry i ng t o  conv i nce peop l e  
that the i r  s i ghing o f  a st range c reature in Lake E r i e  i s  not a f i sh 
story . 

" I t was about 3 0  to 3 5  feet l ong and b l ack , " said Haro l d  B r i cker o f  
She l by .  " I t was about 1 ,  0 0 0  feet t o  our l e ft and was movi ng about as 
fast as we we re in a paral lel c ourse . 

" I t seemed t o  be hump ing through the wate r ,  p rope l l ing i t se l f l i ke a 
snake , "  he s a i d . 

� 

The se rpent l i ke c reature a l s o  was seen by f ive pas
.
senge r s  aboard 

Bri cker ' s  2 2 - foot boat , inc lud i ng hi s wi fe , Cora ; son Robert ; Robe rt ' s  
f r i end ,  Nancy Tayl or , and Tracy Bri cker , Haro l d ' s  1 5 -year-o l d  
granddaught er . 

Bri cker on Septembe r 4 ,  1 9 9 0  t o l d  s t ate park rangers that he saw the 
creature about two mi l e s  north o f  Cedar Po int amusement park , near the 
town of Sandusky . 

Bri cker ' s  suggest i on to steer the c raft c l oser to the ob j ect was 
turned down by hi s pas senge r s . 

" My son sa i d ,  ' No way . That thing i s  bigger than we are ' , "  Br i cker 
sa i d . " So we st ayed where we we re . " 

The group wat ched the ob j ect b r i e f ly be f o re i t  di sappeared beneath 
the waves . 

The repo rt i s  s imi l ar to about s i x  othe r s  that sur faced i n  1 9 8 5  and 
1 9 8 7 . Al l report s sai d huge snake l i ke c reature s we re obse rved i n  Lake 
Er i e . 

A Coast Guard spoke sman i n  nearby Marb l ehead s a i d  there had been no 
other report s  o f  a myst e r i ous c reature thi s year . 

A l ocal mar ina owne r has recent ly o f fered a $ 5 , 0 0 0  rewa rd for the 
c reature . 2 8  
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MY STERY L I GHTS I N  NORTH CAROL I NA 
Staf f e r  Mike Hanna o f  the Boone , North Caro l i na Wa ta uga Democra t 

re l at e s  the fo l l owing regarding some st range l i ght s s een in hi s area : 
After almost exact l y  one yea r  of calm , the s k i e s  near Bl owi ng Rock 

ag a i n  e rupted in what a B l owi ng Rock coup l e  des c r i bed as a shimme r i ng 
l i ght show of mys t e r i ous o r i g i n . 

On August 2 3 , 1 9 8 7 , three c oup l e s  at L i nvi l l e R i dge near Grandfathe r 
Mount ain r eported a st range ly c ompel l ing l i ght show whi ch spread ac r o s s  
the ni ght sky behind the mount a i n , l ast i ng unt i l  near ly dawn the next 
day . 

The 1 ight s somet ime s r e s embl ed 1 ightning , but the s i x  wi tne s ses 
de s c r i bed something that l ooked more l i ke f i rewo rks t han any natural 
l i ghtning they had eve r s een . 

Last week , at about 8 : 4 5 p . m .  Wednesday , Augus t  2 4 , 1 9 8 8 , almost one 
ye a r  lat e r , D r . Dona l d  Ande r s on and h i s  wi fe , Hermine , l ooked out a 
wi ndow o f  the i r  home in the Sadd l e Hi l l s deve l opmen t  o f  U . S .  2 2 1  s outh o f  
B l owi ng Roc k  and saw what seemed t o  be a repeat o f  t hat l ight show i n  the 
sky above Rocky Knob . 

" We j ust happened t o  bot h look out our wi ndow and saw what we 
thought was l i ghtning , "  Ande r s on s ai d ,  but they s oon dec i ded that what 
they were s ee i ng was not l i ghtn i ng . 

They s a i d  they wi tne s sed both l atera l  f l ashes o f  a " o range -pink i sh " 
l i ght and " some of them had an a lmo st puf fy l ook , " Ande r s on s a i d . 

They wat ched the d i spl ay f o r  a f ew minut e s , and a ft e r  t rying 
uns uc c e s s ful ly t o  contact ne ighbo r s , they s t opped wat ching . When they 
l ooked aga i n  at about 1 0 : 4 5 p . m . , t he show was st i l l  i n  progre s s . 

" They wou l d  l i nger for , oh , a second or two . . .  rose up and shimme red 
almo s t  l i ke f i reworks , "  he s ai d , adding that the l i ght s var i ed in 
durat i on ,  somet ime s  with t hree o r  four f l ashe s  appearing eve ry 3 0 - 6 0  
seconds .  

One o f  t he f i rst pos s i b l e  expl anat i ons o f fered for t he phenomenon i s  
that the l i ght s we re the we l l -known Brown Mount a i n  l i ghts , but Ande rson 
sa i d  the l i ght s he and h i s  wi f e  s aw we �e we l l  up in the sky . 

" The s e  we re not c l os e  t o  t he mount ains , "  he s a i d ,  but we re " over 
qu i t e  a di s tance o f  t he ho r i z on . " 

The re was no sound accompanyi ng the d i sp l ay , h e  s a i d . 
The ent i re ep i sode c l o s e l y  echoe s the Augus t  1 9 8 7  report , but 

Ro s a l i e  Vinc z , one o f  t he witne s s e s  of that di splay ,  s a i d  she and the 
other witne s s e s  have not seen any unusual l i ght shows s i nce t hen . 

They d i d  l ocate another coup l e  l iving on Beech Mounta i n  who s a i d  
t hey saw t he same di s p l ay t hat year , but they cou l d  not understand why 
the event was not seen by mo re peop l e . 

" I t was s omething we coul dn ' t  be l i eve that no one e l se saw , " Mr s . 
Vinc z  said . 

Ne ithe r set o f  witne s se s  s a i d  the show was f r ightening . 
Dr . Tom Roko ske , a p ro f e s s o r  o f  phys i c s  at Appal achian State 

Unive r s i ty , o f f e red t he s ame expl anat i on for l ast wee k ' s  phenomenon as he 
d i d  one year ago . 

" I t has a l l  t he ma rking s  . . .  o f  a s i tuat i on where there i s  a 
tempe rature inve rs i on , "  he s a i d . 

The i nve r s i on causes c l oud l ayer s  o f  varying t empe rature t o  ref lect 
l i ght s from ground l eve l in what he de s c r i bed as a m i rror e f fect , vi s ib l e  
only a t  c e r t a i n  angl e s . 

The a l t i tude o f  the witne s s  woul d  a l s o  have a dras t i c  e f fect on 
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whether he could see such a di s p l ay , he added . 
" What you ' re get t i ng i s  the re f l ect i on o f  l i ght f rom another area o r  

varying l ayers , "  Roko ske s a i d . Such l ight s coul d have been t h e  l i ght s o f  
Leno i r  o r  aut omob i l e l ight s f rom the nearby hi ghways , h e  s a i d . 

Ander s on s a i d  he c ould unde r s t and the temperature inve r s i on 
expl anat i on s i nce the weather early i n  the week had turned c oo l er , but 
Mrs . Vinc z sai d Roko ske ' s  theory coul d not adequat e ly exp l a i n  the 
f i rewo rk s - l i ke bur s t s  they witne s sed . 

Wi l l  mount a i n  res i dent s have t o  wa i t  another year f o r  a s imi l a r  
d i sp l ay? Whether w e  wi l l  o r  not , Mrs . Vi nc z  s a i d  she st i l l  l ooks out he r 
window eve ry ni ght with ant i c ipat i on .  2 9  
S I BERIAN " SNOWMAN " 

A hai ry e i ght - feet - t a l l " abominabl e  snowman " was reported s i ghted in 
northern S i be r i a  by a Mo scow Unive r s i ty research wo rke r i n  August of 
1 9 88 . Sov i et s t at e  t e l evi s i on report ed that Mar i a  Bul kova s i ghted the 
beast from the window o f  a l og cabi n . 

She s a i d  t hat the c reature was c overed i n  wh i t e  ha i r  and emi t ted a 
" horribl e " c ry ,  but did not repeat i t . 

S imi l ar s i ght i ngs have been made for dec ades throughout S i be r i a , the 
most recent by a group o f  teenage rs who said a g i bbe r i ng humano i d  t hr�w 
stone s int o  a f i re they had bui l t . 3 0  

FOOTNOTES 

1 .  Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 5 , 1 9 8 9 . 
2 .  I b i d . 
3 .  Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 4 , 1 9 8 9 . 
4 .  I b i d . 
5 .  Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 1 , 1 9 8 9 . 
6 .  Wei rdol ogy I s sues # 2 0 &2 1 , 1 9 9 0 . 
7 .  Flyi ng Sa ucer Di ges t I s sue # 1 2 7 , 1 9 9 4 . 
8 .  Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 9 , 1 9 9 0 . 
9 .  Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 0 , 1 9 8 8 . 

1 0 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 8 , 1 9 9 0 . 
1 1 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 9 , 1 9 9 0 . 
1 2 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 2 3 , 1 9 9 1 . 
1 3 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 2 2 , 1 9 9 0 . 
1 4 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 9 / 1 0 ,  1 9 8 8 . 
1 5 . I b i d . 
1 6 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 2 2 , 1 9 9 0 . 
1 7 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 6 , 1 9 8 9 . 
1 8 . Flying Sa ucer Di gest I s sue # 1 1 4 ,  1 9 9 1 . 
1 9 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 2 , 1 9 8 9 . 
2 0 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 3 , 1 9 8 9 . 
2 1 . Flyi ng Sa ucer Di ges t I s sue # 1 2 6 , 1 9 9 4 . 
2 2 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 2 , 1 9 8 9  
2 3 . Flyi ng Sa ucer Di ges t I s sue # 1 1 3 , 1 9 9 1 . 
2 4 . Flyi ng Sa ucer Di ges t I s sue # 1 1 5 , 1 9 9 1 . 
2 5 . Flyi ng Sa ucer Di gest I s sue # 1 2 6 , 1 9 9 4 . 
2 6 . Flyi ng Sa ucer Di gest I s sue # 1 2 1 , 1 9 9 3 . 
2 7 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 6 ,  1 9 8 8 . 
2 8 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 2 2 , 1 9 9 0 . 
2 9 . Wei rdol ogy I s sue # 1 2 , 1 9 8 9 . 
3 0 . I b i d . 
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BEREA, OIDO HIT BY "WINDSHEILD POX" IN 1954 
The �'pit-i-full" condition of automobile windshields in Berea was variously attributed to the H­

bomb, the back-wash of the flying saucers, airborne sand from western dust storms, just plain gravel, 
and imagination, according to an independent investigation conducted by this newspaper. 

Most grim explanation heard, and one which was repeated many times, was that hydrofluoric acid, 
originating with the H-bomb, had been borne here by clouds, descended in the rain and pitted the 
windshields of cars here. 

While auto owners laughed or cursed, depending on whether their windshields were marked or 
clear, insurance agents and glass manufacturers were worried. 

L. S .  Asling of the Asling & Hoffinan Insurance Co. said that he had no official complaints. Mrs. L. 

L. Markley also reported no complaints. Two of the larger companies have had claims filed, Asling 
said, adding that since comprehensive coverage would cover the drivers' claims a deluge of complaints 
about ruined windshields could result in a very serious situation. 

Berea' s  mayor, Edward T. Manning, inclined to the side of skeptics, applauded the search, saying 
that many windshields which hadn't been properly washed would now get the full treatment. 

"I believe that the marks have been there all the time, but that people are just noticing them now," 
said the mayor. 

News publisher Carl Winter hastened to add his word to the skeptical side. "It's gravel," said he, 
�'when shown two small pits in his own windshield. I once had to replace an entire windshield because 
of that." 

George R. Bennett, 1 29 Rocky River Dr. ,  reported three good-sized marks on the windshield. The 
car was outside Saturday night, he said, and the rain early Sunday morning could have carried some 
unknown element which might have caused the damage. 

Mrs. Mary Scrivens, superintendent of nurses at Community Hospital; reported a mark on the 
windshield Sunday. "It definitely wasn't there Saturday," she said. "We were driving in that rain 
Sunday." Other nurses at the hospital also reported pitted windshields. 

Dr. E. W. Ryan, local dentist, said he saw a pit which looked as if a pin had been pounded half way 
through the glass. An attendant at a gas station noticed the mark first, he said, and remarked that if he 
didn't find a mark on the dentist' s  windshield it would be the frrst car he'd seen without one. Source: 
Berea, OH News April 22, 1954 via Rod B. Dyke. 1 

ILLINOIS LEGEND OF WINGED MONSTER (see cover) 
Donald Smith of the National Geographic News Service filed this fascinating report in late 1 99 1 : 
They were as large as calves and covered with scales. Deer-like horns sprouted from their heads. 

Tails wound all around their bodies, passed above their heads and coiled back between their legs. 
But the most terrifying aspect of the pair of monsters that French Jesuit priest Jacques Marquette 

saw mysteriously painted on a bluff high above the Mississippi River 318 years ago, were the faces. 
They were "somewhat like a man' s," but had tiger beards and horrible red eyes. 

The monsters "made us afraid," wrote the explorer. His party's Indian guides also showed great 
respect for the creatures, "upon which the boldest savages dare not long rest their eyes." 

Although the original rock pictures weathered off long ago, residents of this riverside community 
have kept alive the legend of the "Piasa," repainting its visage on rocky cliffs each time the previous 
image has faded. 

"Everybody around here knows about the Piasa," says Theresa Tolliver of the Alton-Twin Cities 
convention Bureau. 

Evidence of Alton' s  favorite demon is everywhere. The local high school football team calls itself 
the Piasas. So does the Boy Scout troop. There is a subdivision known as Piasa Hills. People buy cars 
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from Piasa Motors. Shops sell T -shirts and postcards emblazoned with the fearsome critters. 

The monsters glare at onlookers with malevolence in their eyes. Or, it might just be plain hunger. 
The name (pronounced PIE-ah-saw) is commonly believed to be an Illini Indian word meaning "the 

bird that devours men." 

The legend varies somewhat depending on the teller. But according to the visitors bureau, it goes 

like this: 

The Piasa inhabited the upper Mississippi River region for many years before the arrival of 

Europeans, along with such prehistoric creatures as mastodons. Although large enough to carry off 

full-grown deer in its talons for dinner, the creature was especially fond of Indians. Naturally, the 

Indians were appalled. Whole villages were being depopulated. 
Finally, one brave chief offered himself as bait and his followers armed with poison arrows, turned 

the thing into a pincushion. To commemorate the event, the Indians depicted their vanquished enemy 

on the bluff. 

"Ha," exclaims Natalia Belting, retired University of illinois history professor, when asked about 

the story that does not explain why Marquette saw two monsters on the bluff. 

"This is one of those romantic Indian tales dreamed up in the 1 9th century, probably by a German." 
So: Is the Alton Piasa merely a great Halloween fable? 

Although disputing the ambush story, Belting doesn't doubt that Marquette's  was a picture of a 
fabulous animal. 

But Belting' s  explanation for the paintings is possibly even more remarkable: underwater monsters. 

"It was quite common for the Indians of the upper Mississippi Valley and upper Great Lakes to 

draw monsters on cliffs above dangerous stretches of water, especially whirlpools of rapids," Belting 

tells National Geographic. 
"They believed underwater monsters dwelled there. 

"Just to be on the safe side, it was common for them to leave offerings of tobacco and maize for the 

monster." 

Besides honoring the lord of the rapids, such a painting evidently served as a warning to those 

traversing the waterway, a sort of "Caution: Bump Ahead" sign. 

This theory fits in the case of the Piasa. Marquette and Joliet found the picture above turbulent 

water where the Mississippi and Missouri rivers converge. 1 

Raymond D. Fogelson, University of Chicago anthropologist, links the Piasa with similar 

underwater monsters found in Indian cultures throughout the eastern woodlands. 

Underwater monsters in various Indian cultures are "creatures of the deep, like our sea monsters," 

says Fogelson. 

If each passing Indian did fire off arrows at the Piasa on the cliff, there' s  little wonder it didn't last 

forever. 

Beginning in 1 924, citizens of Alton, working from early descriptions, started repainting the image 

each time it faded. 
At one point it was relocated to its present spot four miles north of Alton after its cliff home was 

destroyed to build a highway. 

About six years ago, the Alton-Godfrey Rotary Club, tiring of the constant need to touch up the rock 

painting, came up with an idea they hope will keep the monster flying, in a manner of speaking, for 

many years to come. 

In its current incarnation, the dreaded Piasa glowers at cars whizzing by on Route 1 00 from a large 
enameled steel sign nailed to the bluff. Source: Flying Saucer Digest # 1 1 7, Spring 1 992. 
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STRANGENESS IN COLORADO - 1998 
Journalist Christopher O 'Brien, author of the popular "Mysterious Valley " series of books, 

provided this fascinating update in the January 1999 issue of the Crestone, Eagle:  
After two years of greatly reduced levels of reported anomalous activity, reports of unusual activity 

increased dramatically in the fall of 1 998.  Here are several intriguing reports as reported to this 
investigator of "the unusual" as witnessed here in the San Luis Valley. 

Saturday, November 1 4  at 9: 1 5  a.m. over the Smith Reservoir area - west of Blanca, CO : Junne 
Walkley was returning from dropping her relatives off when, while driving south on Rd. 1 06, she 
noticed "a great big silver V" hovering over Smith Reservoir. She stopped the car and watched for 
around a minute. She estimated it was about 1 0  miles away to the east and estimated its size as a 
quarter held at arm 's length. After watching for a minute the object appeared to go straight up and out 
of sight in "a couple of seconds." She is amazed nobody else reported the craft. She is sending a 
sketch of the obj ect which is similar to the October 1 8  sighting at 6: 1 5  a.m. on the west side of the 
Valley. (Junne and her husband Virgil are two of my very best and observant sky watchers.) 

Wednesday November 17 at sunset over Greenie Mountain: a relative of the Walkleys, a "a strong 
skeptic," witnessed three obj ects hovering over the San Juan Mountains near Greenie Ridge. The 
obj ects appeared to be reflecting the setting sun and sitting "still." Then, the witness "was amazed" 
when the obj ects disappeared instantly. 

On the same day, Wednesday November 1 7  over Greenie Mountain: I received the following 
reports in the mail - "My wife and I were heading west on the (County Rd.) 1 0  south road towards 
Greenie. My wife was driving and I was watching the vapor trails left by the j ets flying over head, 
when I noticed a bright silver-looking obj ect heading south by southwest just south of Greenie. I 
watched the obj ect for a few seconds to insure I was seeing what I was seeing. There were a few 
scattered clouds in the sky, which were part of a front that was supposed to be in the area for the next 
two days. This obj ect, I would say was flying as high as any one of the j ets that were flying in the same 
area. But two things were different about this obj ect. First of all, it was not leaving any vapor trail 
behind, second of all, I asked my wife to pull over a few minutes so I could check it out a little bit 
closer. This obj ect was not moving slow like a single engine aircraft would be. It was moving at such 
a rate that it was out of sight in j ust seconds from the time we pulled over. Also, it was not moving in a 
straight line like most aircraft would move in the sky! Due to the altitude, the speed and the way it 
moved through the sky, I do not believe it to be a chopper or small engine aircraft. It could have been a 
j et aircraft leaving no vapor trail, but I have my doubts."  (I received this report Dec. 1 3 .) 

Thursday November 1 8, 1 1 : 1 5  p.m. over Blanca Peak: An ex-career member of the Air Force 
called to report "a multi-colored light yo-yoing up and down - like on a string." Two other witnesses 
were told and they also watched the strange light. One witness reported the light stayed there "almost 
an hour . . .  before blinking out." 

Thursday October 8, 1 0:30 p.m., Highway 1 60, 4 miles west of Blanca, CO : R.A.L. West, while 
headed east on Highway 1 60 (near the curve 4 miles west of Blanca), observed an amber-colored 
�'hemispherical-shaped" light hovering over the Blanca Massif. She estimated the light' s size as 
around Venus-sized. After a few seconds, the object appeared to j ump approximately 20 degrees 
upward. West pulled off the road and parked (with her engine running) to carefully observe the light. 
The witness is confused and could not completely remember how long she watched, but she guessed 
"several minutes."  The next thing she clearly recalled was the craft flying at a high rate of speed above 
her car; headed NE to SW. She described a "triangle-shaped array of white and amber lights" blinking 
sequentially in "patterns" on the underneath side. She could not estimate the craft's altitude, nor was 
she able to make out the craft's shape or structure. She did not hear any sound except her car engine 
running. No other cars were on the road in the immediate vicinity, and I have not received any other 
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reports of this event. West mentioned another sighting that may have been military related that 
occurred on August 5 ,  1 998. 

Wednesday October 1 4, 1 1 :30 a.m., Los Cumbres Golf course, Crestone, CO: Golfer on the par 
four, fourth hole fairway observed a "silver-colored disk hovering over Mt. Adams," Gust north of 
Crestone Peak), about 8 miles north of his location. Object seemed to wobble, but did not appear to be 
headed anywhere. Golfer made his second shot and could still see the craft. He headed toward the 
green watching it. After making his third shot the object had disappeared. He estimated the object was 
visible for at least five minutes. 

Tuesday October 27, 9 :30 p.m. Center, CO: Center resident Fabian Sauvo reports a anomalous 
unblinking bright red light directly north of Hooper, CO. The light at times appeared to hover, but 
seemed to be traveling slowly SW-to-NE. 

He called me real-time and I was able to see the object from my roof. Sauvo, 
·
after several minutes 

on the phone to me, was able to describe the above red-lights location, and I observed the light for 
several seconds before it disappeared into a cloud bank. I waited for awhile, but it never emerged from 
the cloud. The light seemed to be between 4,000 and 5,000 feet above the ground and over the sand 
piles on Highway 1 7, between Hopper and Moffat. (Rare to get a call and be able to simultaneously 
see an anomalous object, a UFO [or military craft?] while on the phone with another witness ! )  

Friday October 29, Baca Grande Development: A resident reports small objects hitting her roof. 
No hail or rain was present at the time. House is set out in the Valley and has no tall trees within a 
quarter-mile. Activity is tip of the iceberg. Small hooded figures (about 4' tall) on a couple of 
occasions have been seen (during the preceding two weeks), running past the windows. Heavy 
footsteps have been heard in the house, but no one is there. A tapered "hairy-pig" was reportedly seen 
outside running past the house. (There are no wild/hairy pigs in the Valley to my knowledge. This 
sounds like a "Prairie Dragon" sighting.) Witness claims she was "slammed into a door" by an unseen 
force several days earlier. The event left "a bruise on her cheek" and was witnessed by a painter 
working in the house several feet away. 

The following day, Saturday October 30, at 1 1  :30 p.m., same location: Same witness observes a 
foot-long oval shaped object enter through her back door and slowly head up the hallway toward her. 
She described the anomaly as being "milky-looking with a reflective band around the rim." The band 
appeared to be like chrome. The witness was so startled she stopped looking at the object which 
apparently then disappeared. She estimated, at its closest, it was 1 0' away from her as it came toward 
her down the hallway. 

Monday Sept. 1 4, at 6 : 1 5 a.m., Highway 285 north of Monte Vista, CO: A Monte Vista resident, 
while headed north on 285,  witnessed a "V -shaped craft hovering over the tops of the mountains to the 
west." The sun was above the horizon and seemed to reflect off the object "like the sun reflecting on 
an airplane wing," but the object' s  structure was still plainly visible to the witness. The witness 
described the object as looking like "two big rectangular pillars put together in a V-shape . . .  the size of 
three (commercial j et) airliners." The witness observed the craft for over ten minutes before he 
traveled too far north and left it behind him - still hovering over the mountains. No one else driving on 
285 seemed to notice the object which puzzled the witness because "it was so big." Source: Flying 
Saucer Digest # 1 45 ,  Spring 1 999. 

"FRIENDLY" GHOSTS HAUNT NEW YORK CITY HOTEL 
The trendy Maritime Hotel might want to start teaching its old ghosts new tricks, because living 

among the dead is no treat for their guests. 
In a very scary tale of hotel room haunting, sources tell Page Six the 1 oth floor of the West 1 61h 

Street hot spot is housing more than an occasional celebrity or socialite - lost souls and spirits from the 
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past are said to be taking up shelter there, too. 
One incident sent a woman guest running to the lobby - dripping wet and wearing nothing but a bath 

towel - and screaming after she saw two young boys playing patty-cake on her floor. The frightened 
woman quickly packed her bags and moved into a less-spirited venue. 

A source also said a group of fashion reps who regularly stayed at the Maritime on business trips 
stopped booking there after being alarmed by the same ghosts. The story goes that those staying on the 
1 01h floor saw and heard the spirits of ''young children playing in the halls or in their rooms." 

Interestingly, the Maritime, a hot spot in the summer with its outdoor deck, is built on the site of the 
old Covenant House, a "safe haven" for runaway youths operated by the late Father Bruce Ritter. 

Following months of investigation, The Post broke the story in 1 989, headlined "Let Us Prey," 
charging that Ritter had abused some of the boys by plying them with alcohol in order to have sex with 
them. After a probe by DA Robert Morgenthau, Ritter escaped prosecution by agreeing not to work 
with young people again. 

Rumor has it that Maritime staffers have been specifically instructed to remove accounts of the 
haunted happenings from the hotels' log book and never to speak of the occurrences again. Despite the 
warning, an unshaken rep for the hotel confmned the spooky events to us. 

"Periodically, guests have mentioned seeing or hearing ghosts," she said. "The good news it that 
they all seem to be friendly." Source: New York Post October 28, 2006 via Martin Piechota. 

2007 "SHED FALL" IN KENTUCKY 

Elkhorn, Ky. - It may go down in the books as an unexplained phenomena, although for insurance 
purposes there might be a case for an act of God. 

On May 1 4th, skies were virtually clear and there was only a light breeze at Elkhorn in Casey County 
when a four-thousand pound aluminum storage building rose from the rear of a church and fell onto the 
church roof. 

Pastor Jeff Edwards of the Pine Grove Church says the 1 2-by-24 foot building had a few building 
supplies inside, but no explosive materials. No suspicious residues were found by the sheriff' s office 
and state police. The flying shed left a hole in a wall of the church. 

Texas Eastern Gas found no evidence of natural gas leaks. Edwards says in Acts Chapter One, the 
Bible says that Jesus ascended and that " . . .  the 1 20 were in the upper room praying," He also quoted 
Acts Chapter Two that says the Holy Spirit came as a" . . .  rushing, mighty wind, and it sealed those that 
were in the upper room praying." 

The day before the incident, church attendance had been 1 20, and the hole in the church wall was in 
the prayer room. Damage has been estimated at nearly $20,000. Source: WAVE - TV Louisville, KY 
May 1 6, 2007. 

THE "HAIRY MAN" OF ALABAMA 

The South Alabamian 's request for Bigfoot stories or sightings has produced a lot of talk but few 
first-hand reports of the beast. However, this story of sightings of "Hairy Men" from the early 20th 

century are interesting. Could the "Hairy Man" be a Bigfoot? 
Mera Roberts reports : "My siblings and I grew up hearing ' Hairy Man' stories. My mother, Clara 

Odie Anderson Roberts, is almost 90 years old and still has a sharp mind. She lives in the Jackson 
Health Care Facility and can tell you these things herself. 

"When she was young, a black man named Dan Scruggs lived near Uncle Tom Purvis' place on the 
other side of Friendship, a community which was between Coffeeville and the Witch Creek area. One 
day he left his house to go to a nearby spring, taking his gun with him. A short time later he arrived 
back at his home, running and out of breath. He was very frightened, and could only say ' Hairy Man, 
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Hairy Man. ' 
"As he had neared the spring he saw a 'Hairy Man' there and he left in such haste he left his gun 

there near the spring. 
"One day, mother' s oldest brother, Chamlers Anderson, and Elmore Bedwell, were returning to 

their home after having visited the Roberts family who lived in the area. About halfway between the 
Roberts place and the Ida Bedwell place, they saw a ' Hairy Man' sitting on a log that was over a 
ravine. I suspect they lost no time getting to their respective homes. This also happened when mother 
was young. 

"I'm wondering if other relatives or descendants of the people who actually saw the ' Hairy Man' 
might also have heard the stories told and passed down in their families. 

"My oldest sister, Inez, remembers Grandma Anderson (my mother' s  mother) telling her something 
that happened when grandma' s  oldest child (Chalmers) was a baby. Grandma said she was walking to 
a relative' s  house and carrying Uncle Chalmers and she walked up on a big hairy ape sitting on a log 
and holding its head with its hands. When grandma walked up, it just got up and ambled off into the 
woods. Grandma said she figured it must have escaped from a circus somewhere and that it may have 
been sick. Could this have been a ' Hairy Man' or a Bigfoot? 

''The baby (my uncle) who was being carried was born Dec, 30, 1 907 so grandma' s  encounter with 
the 'big hairy ape' was probably around 1 908. 

"All of these sightings occurred in the Friendship area." Source: The South Alabamian, Jackson, 
AL December 23, 2004 via Andy Etheredge. 

GHOST HAUNTS AIRCRAFT CARRIER 

Rumors of a ghost stalking the aircraft carrier USS Forrestal have spooked quite a few sailors with 
flickering lights, bumps in the night, locked doors opening, voices on disconnected telephones, and a 
vanishing figure nicknamed George who has been seen in a khaki uniform. George lurks in two of the 
ship' s  below-the-waterline storage areas, one of which was a morgue, sailors claim. "I've got one guy 
who refuses to go down there alone. Our last petty officer refused to go down there at all ," says Petty 
Officer Daniel Balboa, in charge of the officers' mess. "I've never seen any ghosts, but you can hear 
weird things down there," he said. "I was taking inventory one night and heard a noise like deck 
grating being picked up and dropped. I 'd turn around but didn't see anything. When I turned around to 
begin my work, the noise started again." 

One night Balboa was checking temperatures in food-storage freezers; he kept finding open the 
doors he had shut behind him. "It is impossible for anyone to open the reefer (refrigerator) doors from 
the outside, behind me. Opening them from the outside requires a key ( the doors lock automatically) 
and I had the only key with me. That incident puts me on the verge of believing," he said. 

Some say the ghost is a chief killed during a 1 967 flight deck fire that killed 1 3  7 sailors in the Gulf 
of Tonkin offNorth Vietnam. Others guess he's  a pilot whose body was once stored on the ship. 

Petty Officer James Hillard hasn't  ventured into the haunted areas since he saw George last year 
while checking out odd footsteps. "He was wearing a khaki uniform, like an officer or chief would 
wear," he said. He followed the apparition into a compartment, but "there was nobody in there, and I 
swear that is where he went," Hillard said. 

Mess Specialist 2nd Class Gary Weiss saw a khaki-clad ghost go down a ladder into pump room No. 
1 .  Whoever or whatever went down into the pwnp room never came out and the ladder is the only 
access, he said. 

Hillard said he once was helping move supplies when a reportedly disconnected telephone kept 
ringing. " . .  . I  answered it. This time there was a faint voice calling 'Help! Help ! I'm on the sixth 
deck! "' Rwnor said that a crew member had been killed down there. "I'm very scared to go down 
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there alone. If I do, I get out of there as fast as I can," Hillard said. 
Others are dubious. "I think it's  the guy's imagination," said Senior Chief Petty Officer James 

Williams. "I'm not superstitious, but I'm uneasy when I go down there by myself. When that happens, 
one's  imagination will play tricks." Source: Los Angeles, CA Herald Examiner August 5, 1 988 via 
Martin Piechota. 

1934 - MASS. TREE SHEDS TEARS 

It appears that weeping willow trees which usually confine themselves to looking very sad really 
can weep when they want to, according to The Boston Evening Transcript. 

A patrolman, stationed at the Metropolitan Police Station in the Blue Hills of Milton, Mass. , was 
standing in the shelter of a tree when he found himself getting wet. It was very odd, for the sun was 
shining brightly and there was no sign of a cloud in the sky, Investigating, he found that the willow 
tree under which he stood was weeping copiously - not just being damp, but dripping water from every 
branch. 

The willow is still weeping, says the writer. Night and day, without ceasing, it continues to exude 
moisture from its bark so profusely that a man standing under any part of the tree may collect a pail full 
of water in a few moments. Whenever a breeze springs up the water rattles down as if a heavy 
rainstorm had loaded the leaves. No other trees in the neighborhood are acting in this peculiar fashion. 
The weeping willow, a double trunk affair, stands alone in a little clearing a few hundred yards from 
the police station. Its roots are in high land, which appears to be very dry. 

The weeping willow is scrawny. About forty-five feet high, the bark of its trunk and every branch 
are soaking wet to the very top and it is from the bark that the water issues. The leaves appear to be 
quite dry except where water falls upon them. Occasionally a branch is found which is not as wet as 
the others but often as not it terminates in what looks to be a leaking spigot. 

Leon Minot, tree warden for the district commission of the reservation, has never before 
encountered the phenomenon here or elsewhere, nor has Arthur Allen, tree warden for the town of 
Milton. It is likely that botanical experts will be called in to study the tree. 

The weeping willow borders upon a small lot where a hollow is being filled with refuse. It might be 
that something of a chemical nature has found its way to the roots or it may be that the willow is 
weeping simply at being so near a refuse heap, says the writer. Source: New York Times July 8, 1 934 
via Martin Piechota. 

1977 - BIGFOOT IN INDIANA? 
RISING SUN - Picture a hairy, ape-like creature 1 2  feet tall that makes a "a real funny noise like an 

ugh" and you have Mrs. Connie Courter's  eyewitness description of Ohio County's own "Bigfoot." 
"If my husband stood on my shoulders he'd still have to look up to it. And it wasn't a bear," Mrs. 

Courter, of RFD 1 ,  Aurora, said emphatically. 
One night, while her husband, father-in-law and two police officers were shooting at the strange 

creature, she added, "We heard it holler all the way up here" (at the home of her parents a barely safe 
distance away). 

Two nights last week, Mrs. Courter, 20, and her husband, Tom, 1 8, said they were confronted by the 
strange creature as they attempted to leave their car and enter their mobile home on Henschen Road 
just west of Ind. 56.  

Both nights, they had returned from visiting Mrs. Courter's  parents down the hill and around the 
turn on Ind. 56. 

In each case, the Ohio County sheriff, Francis "Swede" Colen, dispatched his brother and only 
deputy, Ora "Oop" Colen, to investigate. Both times, Oop returned saying he found no trace of any 
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·�Bigfoot". 
Here's Mrs. Courter' s  story of what happened: "Last Tuesday night, my husband, with our little 

baby (six weeks old), had been at mother's .  We took my sister-in-law, Debbie Tinsley, home on 
Henschen Road, turned around in Debbie' s  driveway and came back down the hill and pulled in front 
of our trailer. 

"I had my door open. He has his door open and he reached down in the back seat to get the diaper 
bag when - it was only 1 8  inches away - he jumped back in the car and yelled, 'Close the door! "' 

Mrs. Courter said Bigfoot crashed against the car and dented it. But they sped away and went to the 
home of her mother, Mrs. Betty Tinsley, and called Sheriff Colen. 

The incident occurred about 1 1  p.m. The next night, the Courters also visited Mrs. Tinsley's and 
this time waited until 1 1  :45 p.m. to return home. 

Tom Courter came prepared. He was armed with a 1 6-shot .22 caliber rifle. 
When they parked, Mrs. Courter said she told her husband, "I' m  not getting out of the car," He 

opened the door and then said, "Did you hear that !"  
"It was a real funny noise - like an ugh - and then we saw him sitting perched on the hill," she said. 
"He fired one shot at it and it jumped up. It started acting like it was going to leave and he fired all 

1 5  shots left into it. It would crawl to get away from the shots," she said. Source : Bill Robinson, 
Cincinnati Post April 20, 1 977. 

FLYING TRIANGLE SEEN IN NEW YORK 

On Sunday, December 1 2, 1 999, at 1 0:09 p.m., Paul S .  was at his home in Pleasantville, New York 
when he spotted an unusual light through his living room window. Because the window has an 
excellent view of nearby Westchester County Airport, he thought at first it was a plane's landing lights. 
But then it did something very strange - it halted in mid-air! 

"Tonight, however, a light appeared out of the northwest and stopped. I kept expecting it to turn 
south, as all planes do, but it just stayed there. After about 20 seconds, another light, or object (for now 
they were both close enough for me to see two or three white lights on each obj ect) seemed to appear 
out of nowhere. My view was greatly blocked by tree branches. 

"A few seconds after it appeared, both objects began to move slowly towards the west. I quickly 
ran to fetch a pair of binoculars out of my closet, and the 1 objects were still in view when I returned, 
slowly moving to the west. 

"For about 1 0  or 1 5  seconds, I watched with the binoculars until they passed out of sight, slowly but 
steadily gaining speed, then quickly ran to my bedroom, which has a northwest-facing window. By the 
time I got the blinds up and the window opened, one of the objects had disappeared, but the second one 
was closer than ever, traveling to the west, or perhaps the southwest. 

"I could see that the three white lights were actually three comers of an equilateral triangle, and 
there was one dimmer red light in the center of the bottom of the obj ect. I have no idea how high it 
was, but it seemed that it was about the size of a dime held at arm' s  length when it was closest, just 
before it passed out of view, about 1 0: 1 2  p.m." Source: Joseph Trainor, "UFO Roundup" Vol. 4 
No. 34 via Brad Bado. 

"Throughout history people have been straying through Alice's looking glass, seeing things that 

don't exist, visiting places that spill off the maps into some hallucinatory dimension." 

John Keel in The Mothman Prophecies 
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'That, upon general principles of Continuity if super-vessels, or super­
vehicles, have traversed this earth's atmosphere, there must be mergers 
between them and terrestrial phenomena: observations upon them must 
merge away into observations upon clouds and balloons and meteors .. .  " ­
Charles Fort in The Book of the Damned. 
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