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PROJECT VISIT 

By John F. Schuessler 

Project VISIT <Vehic le Internal Sy stems I nvesti ga tive Team) 

is a nonprofit cor porat ion consisting of prof essional members 

in cludi ng doctors, en gineers , and scient ists , as well as 

supporti ng members such as sceretaries, artists, and news 

p erson nel. 
Within the field of UFO study, our organi zatio n has focused 

its efforts on the scientific and engineering study of the 
internal systems of Unidentified Space Vehicles and of the 

physiology of the beings which occupy these vehicles. Scientific 

and engi neering data come fr om <1> tr anscr ipts of conversations 

between psychologists or case i nvestigators and the UFO 
abductees, <2> followup conver sat ions with ab duc tees, (3) an 
a n alysis of medical injur ies sustained by the witnesses during 
UFO close encounters, (4) data recorded by electroni c and 

photographic means , and <5> physi cal evidence examined at the 

location of the incide nt . 
The ob jecti ves of this research are to (1) deter mi ne if 

there is a corre l at ion of scientific and engineering data from 

case to case, <2> i dentify intern al syst e ms which are most 

preval ent, (3) evaluate the purpose of these systems, (4) 
determine how these systems oper ate , and (5) share the 

i nformatio n obtained with th e public at l arge . 
To date VISIT has cat al oged 86 abduction cases. Medical 

effects were noted in 66 of these cases. Vehicle intern�l 
information was gained from 19 of the cases with 45 more of the 
cases off ering potential inter n al systems data. Electrom�gnetic 

effects were not ed in 56 cases. A time loss was noted by the 

witness in 44 of the cases. 

VISIT has composed a l i st of questions which will aid the 

i nvestigator of abd ucti on cases. The questions deal in detail 

with the sp ac e vehicle engin eer i ng systems, medic al examination, 

and instruments used, physiology of the be ings, and the 
physiological after effects on the abductee . 

VISIT cannot achieve its goals without the cooperation of 
the expert i nvestigator s in the field. In return far case 

information , we will provide the investigator with a sc ient i fic 
and e n g ine�ri ng c r it ique of the data ob tained in the case as well 

as provide the expanded findings of our research. 
Although we hold a l l part icular case i nformation strictl y 

confidential� it is our objective to pr ov i de the general results 
of our re search to educational institutions, governme nt agencies , 

doctors, sc i entists , other specialized e x p erts ,- re sponsib l e UFO 

organizations, news media� and the general public. The 

interchang e is accomplished throu g h letters, quarterly p ubli c 

meetings, ar ticles in scientific journals, tel e vision and radio 
publications� ar t icle s for the journals of various UFO 
organizations, and particip ation in symposiums. 

A speci�l project cuxrently underway is the preparati on of a 
catalog of UFO c�ses where the witnesses exhibited medical 
injuries. The project is in the data gathe?ring phase. Once the 
archives have been analyzed for appropriate 1n�orm�t1cn a 
standard data base will be developed� then the material wi l l be 

assembled for publication. 



Preliminary Report 
What promises to be one of the 

most significant physical evidence 
cases in modem UFO history oc­
curred December 29, 1980, near 
Huffman,· Texas, northeast of 
Houston. Tv.·o women and a young 
boy suffered various degrees of 
injury, largely attributable to radi­
ation poisoning and radiant heat, 
after watching a luminous object 
hover lo\v over the road ahead of 
their car. rv1UFO� Deputy Director, 
John Schuessler, and members of 
Project VISIT are investigating. 
They are seeking to obtain the full 
set of medical records. 

Betty Cash, 52, was driving her 
1980 Cutlass Supreme from New 
Caney to Dayton, Texas, on High­
way 1485 about 9:00p.m. \Vith her 
were a friend, Vicky Landrum, 60s, 
and Vicky's grandson Colby, 7. 
Suddenly a luminous, fiery-looking 
object descended to treetop level 
over the road ahead of them and 
they heard a beeping noise that 
persisted throughout the sighting. 
From its underside, flames (red­
orange) were emitted toward the 
road ·periodically, with an audible 
uwoosh." Betty stopped the car, 
afraid to drive beneath the object; 
they opened the car doors to stand 
beside the car and watch. The glow 
was brilliant, and they could feel 
strong heat and hear a loud roaring 
noise. 

Colby became terrified and he 
and Vicky got back in the car, but 
Betty remained outside for a longer 
period of time. (Probably signif­
icantly, Betty's injuries \vere the 
most severe.) Finally, the object 
started to rise and move away to the 
right in a southwesterly direction 
with a large number of helicopters 
(20 or more) seemingly in pursuit. 
The evening was cool and the car 

A ATIQ·.J I \iJURIES FRO�� UFO 
By Richard Hall 

heater had been turned bn, but now 
the car was so hot that Betty turned 
on the air conditioner. 

Later Betty dropped Vicky and 
Colby off at their. house and· drove 
home, feeling ill. She arrived home 
at 9:50 p.m. Numerous symptoms 
appeared almost immediately: 
swollen neck, head and facial 
blisters, swollen earlobes, and 
swollen eyelids. Her eyes closed 
completely and she could not see for 
several days. Four days later, unable 
to eat, and suffering nausea, vomit­
ing, and diarrhea, Betty entered the 
hospital where she remained for 15 
days. She also suffered severe loss 
of hair. After being discharged, she 
continued to suffer swellings, head­
aches, and lack of appetite. A little 
over a week later, she returned to 
th.e hpspital for additional treatment. 
. � of February 22, she remained 
c��stantly tired, headachy, and 
unable to work. 

When they arrived home that 
night Vicky and Colby also felt ill; 
Colby's face was "sunbun1ed" and 
he had eye problems, a condition 
that still persists to a mild degree. 
They spread large quantities of baby 
oil on their faces for three days. Both 
had stomach aches and diarrhea for 
several days. Vicky experienced 
some loss of hair and a sensation as if 
her scalp were "asleep." During the 
sighting, she had placed her left 
hand on top of the car, and the 
fingernails on that hand showed odd 
line-like indentations across their 
width. 

Colby had nightmares for 2-3 
weeks, and since has displayed ex­
t�eme anxiety and fear at the sight of 
a helicopter. The large number of 
heli�opters itself poses a mystery, 
since no obvious source of that 
many helicopters is known in the 
area, especially· on short notice if 
they were pursuing the UFO, as they 
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appeared to be. The date also was 
during the holiday season when 
military bases typically would be on 
"stand-down" with reduced 
personnel. 

Although they remain to be fully 
documented, the medical symptoms 
suggest both radiation sickness and 
physical burns; both ultraviolet and 
infrared radiation may have been 
involved. Full details will be report­
ed as soon as the investigation is 
completed, and the future health of 
the witnesses will be monitored. 
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I».Il.Y COUR.IER, Ccnreo, TI - Fob. � •. fN1 ca: P. Guit.i.ll.A 
. ' ·-- . '· Investzgators eye close encounter 

Second of tzco parts 
fti CATHY G<>ROO:'i 

c�rSt.aff 

&<f)· Ush's thOUlt!U nre num.!> and 
hi{� 113· shfo acctieraterl �car on her 
•a: home tn\farrl Dayton. Ttm -..ere 
S1ra)�n� in tht ll'lrrter 111nd. cars w-rrt 
�:.:-yet e\'trythi."\1; S«med ta be at a 
!taM�t .Ol �I'Ht�t C'OI'l<'ml to � was a 
�'\E l':l'al1lcht- <�r.d a st.arp. bur.�ing 
�ll)n that seemed to sudde-:ly 
J;�enetr.rte her e-ntire body. Puselger · \icltic �rum·s mly thought! l'l'trt of 
the �nb� �in in �reyes. and of� 
�--:rnral £rand.�. ( ·u:by. who had 
banPd IllS falY 111 r.er l.ap. :cl�� to loolt 
oat at t.'lt- ruiht skitS. 
. r��h and Lct.ndrum shareq Ius fear. but 
they seamed the s��- Mvertheless for 
� �1(11 •If tht stran�e-look.ing ob�ct 
tht�- h.ld pm·iou.\ly tocoun�ered �t mght 
IU<ln.t J 1one1�· stretch � nt �� comin�t 
from�� rane,·. By Mrial investi;t:llor's ttnru. what !M 
� t-.ad just npene.'X'td Jl rni;;uttS be! ore was a L1ose �enter. a t:FO 
skhuu. �rt' objl'ctl cr Vt!0' bnl!ia.nt 
lights l'OmC rle5e to 1M o!l$ertff - 1n 
ge�ral.IC5.S than 500 !� ltfay. 

By tnt descnption -.�c t.":rtt ll',ave of the 
ilridml. tht "blindim:" object had 
bo\-ertd just aoo\·e � tr�ops. n� hal! a 
bklck a-.ar from them. 

�u·s � incr-:dible yet ulllmpeachable 
� ci L�� .:omrr.on peopie who find 
�V� SUC1enh C3UJZht up i:'l events 
atra�er �.an ll'!e wii\iest ol sct�r.c-e- fit� 
t!Cil.� said Biil Er-�luh. an in•�l�a!or 
with th� Aerial F't:tnane!'Xln ResP.arch 
Orga.ni:z.at!¥1 r A?l-W' tn Tu.�. 

APRO is said to !:>e L'le o!d�t t.iFO 
a(tf'IC� in t.� v.·or!d 101�h .1 C'Ot'.su!t.in� staff 
ol SO �ic;�l &x:ton a:v.i !cier.li�..l . 

Eng;llSh a."\d otht':- CJse workt>rs !rom 
APRO have been i�;;ati.,g � 
"si.ghtings'' near �.. C...ey in con­jtn:'ti� with NASA to find out what this object w-as that was S<!t:.! to s.�oot torch· liu- fire alan;: tt-l! trm� that �- 29 
flight. . . 

ln the co� of his im·esti'(ation. 
Ellt!J.1.'l �r�. he has loca�ed L":r� people 
fran l..i!:ltrty .,.h<- ;Jre cc.!lr.oor4tir.� �it­
� t' the !� t.'::� t.'ltre .:!5 a 

·•genl.t:ne � . . on �11� t.Nt n�ht. 
··r srouttd au t.� rt\!�f�!Pa�rs m !}.at 

�eneral arra and it's s�mffi to h.we !'3id 

off." En:!ltsh sa:d. ··n11ff �ie !rem 
Uberty saw tht' s.�me thini! l.':at ni�hL 
They 've �ub!!lanllated Betty and Vickie's 
story." The only difference betiTttn i!«1)unt3 
was that tr.ey sao,r the obj�t JO minutes 
later and fc-r.m a gr�ater lfuta."!ce, he �id. 

.. Bec3 � of w.s Particular c m. r vt 
reopene-J c� �ar!y 40 years old." 
English said. · · It's an ex�tional cast in 
that Setty and Vickie became so illlO soon 
after their encounter.·· 

Er.?,lish sald the bur.un)( ser.sa!ion and lOS! of hair that Setty now suffm frtm is 1 
typical symptom ol radiation polsooi.ng, 1 
common result after a "Cost Enco\;nlt-r" 
with a UFO. 

Speculatmg on tile object's ori� 
En�lish ni:l it wou�d be ··pnmutl.lre" U> 
label the obj� "extrat�al." "To 
say 30methi� is extrattmstrial Is 1 
touchy lhir.g.� he said. "Howev?r. n do 
havP hints tbt it could ha·.·e �n. I per· 
�.x1all}' fa\·or tlult pc-sslbllily." 

�li:lh s.Jid thro�h COitnectio-:\3 at the 
�tagon. he ha$ chedted 'lri� airb<l!e3 
near Houston and tht SUITO'.:ndir.g ar!a in 
an attempt U! find ·,;·�. if a.1�-cne, 
dispatched 23 helicopter-, up to t.".at .sna 
on Dec. 29. 

In C�'3 :lCC0::.'1t of 1M incident. sht 
C'<'Wlted 23 ��licopttrs eoci.rcling t.� ob­
ject when it began its 11�t into the �y. 

''I've !OU.'ld r.o .:�-� 5U fQt ;;� r� 
helicop:ers up there u�t niglt." � gid, 
adding that F't Hood .A.rmy �. 1'\l!ar 
Killeen. ��o·hich has L�e tJH-1 "Huey" type 
helicopters Cash described. w�U ilia 
checked. 

· ·rvt ct.ed::ed with the air traff1c r.xl­
trollers at Hou..-t:ln lnter::ooti:1enu.l 
Airport - nothing." h� said. "Tl'.ey ha\'2 
no reason tJ li� to!!:�. I c".:1 go :..1 t�rt any 
day of the wee� and f1!G�51 t.�ir t.-al)­
unissioo la::>eS wbch colill !� tl!Lt 
there v.-e� �·;:oli:cpters :;p thm t:u.t ni�ilt 
Under FAA rt'gU.laUons. t..ity'd have to 
give them to me.'' 

En�ii.!h sa!d he thinks ti>e helicopters 
v.·ere actually 01rronne1 mariner probts 
in some 'ifJY ··<�tt.ached"lo ti'.e mpltno:a 
o!:ljtd, which were hert to '"scan" t.� 
urth fGr s.J:nples. 

'·It's mort lih:y that L�j' too wert 
utr; t<'rrc�!rial.� he saH!. "We'\·e h.1d 
re!)JTts u! ot.�er objects that lc� � lixe 
choppers or � tY?t of pla..'1€ !.1-.Jit stay 

�to� m.sin objed 
"IUrdy b Lite obj.ect note-d to 1I'Nch 1M 

l�ht is atL1ched." En� !ish said. �tither 
I..ar.drum nor C.� could dtfine a sha;>e to 
� object. they said. bee<� use o( the 
"bhndi�"light projt'rltd from it. "ln tht 
majority or �ru we �:et. ptQ?Itdescnbt 
their mco�ter this samt .,·ay - just a 
buooing J:.ght. no shapt to the thing. 
:-tecturnallight.s Conn a siua� group d. 
the UFO rtyort!, w he said. 

En�lish said C33h w1 Landrum's an­
!Wtrs to "stcrtt qu�ions"' squared ;nil! 
v.llat ot.�ers h.a'lt r�ported a boat th! s.uot 
type of UFO sightingl. "There's 
positively, ab3olu�ly no question ill my 
mi nd th!t they enco-mtertd a UFO ... he 
said. "Anyone in this line ci work will tell 
you� same thing." Allen �{em, a� an investigator f� 
APRO. Sllid he f�ll the govemm� 
blows mort about these flying· obj�ts 
lhan the)· are lettin� en. 

''Uncle Sam k.1ows an awful lot mort 
th:m he lets tu know about," Menz said. 
··wnatever It JraJ that tho:5e people saw ­
it probably wa.m't a �C";mur.tnt �t 
weapon or anything !ike tllat - but the 
military probatly � scmcl.hing aoout 
what it 1us. It woulen't r..ake s.mJe that It 
would be a military weJrpon. Tbiing c1. 
those

_ 
typt or thin� a.re .done 1r} highly 

restrictive test range ma�." 
Mem said ht is al3o ''p:m.led" over the 

lJ heUcO?f.ers Cash d�bed sum:�in� 
the obje-ct. "I've heard <i soch a thL"-! 
h.appenin�. but not in a while," he said. 
"That's why some ol the oidtr cases have 
been r-eopfoed. They are very sin>jlar to 
this one." 

"'I'hi3 haJ all the makings of a � ' 
siJmlficant c�." he said. "It !ounA....s tomt 
like �tty has a cl.1�i'= C3$t o! some :.ort of 
overe�s� to radi.rJ<)fl- what kind, we 
don't know for sure." 

Jchn &huts.s!er. the man.15er of sp.act 
llight operations at NASA l?ho is alSo n. 
v�ti�atin" l.t'.t lJFO rc;::crts. �1!d ht 
knows of �et'Jl such "tr.<:OI.l:1tcn" 
similar to thiJ on� til.;:t hlve ra�ed !ll 
ilroW'ld � wor!d. He be!i�� U"<!rt is a 
Rood chance t.1ey IU'c ntnttrr�naJ. 

.. U it v:;u �thing the f:ll!i�ry wu 
doing. why wocld tl:'!y cgU att�Uoo to It 
by $UITOundil!g Lie l.t'.ing -w:Ul Zl 
htlic�ters? TI>...tt cklesn't rru�ke �"he 
.uid. 

Schues.s!er s.:tid after me-eting with Dll.'l, 
he is reNin si:t s.&H' the be�ers. 
"She's 10 iruUtt.nt ��it, ., JiJx::ut -

• is td!ing the tnth - tota !1y ... 
Ht Jo1id htr bnptia't of tnt htti� 

dtftnrtely sourrls like the . . HUf:y'' tr'Pt' t.� 
annyas�. 

He i3 �ical. holm'rr. ol lhe J.ir 
controDer's rtpor"J showing no he li� 
In that ana the night ol Ot!c. 29. 

"'Wt'vt had troublt gr<tu�g et� 
infonnatiCil from� CQl�l"! ��." 
be said. "They can bt very tig� -�""td 
when �y nrrt to be." 

Schuessler malltd an incide."lt t!:.st 
oet� three year! ago wMT-e a � 
�rp!Me pilot had to maltt a forctd � 
becatl.!le of an tnCOUnter with a UFO. "A 
Metro pilot flying ntarby heard the ..t.o� 
thing on the redio and got in tcorh r.L'l 
me." he uid. "I went to air tra.Tf� ccn� 
at Jntm:ootinental a.'ld rtque5!� tran­
snission tllpt5 so I could � 1f tht L"FF 
had been up thert and fmd oct -.;wt 
happened. I nntr did get t.'lase tapes -
tvtn W'lder the r"f'Miom 01 infomu:tioo 
Act'I didn't get the tapes." · 

Schuess!er said he is "'intrigued" b-y 
Colby's insistencf that the o-Jject wu "diamond-s.�." "'I've.been !oilowi.ng a 
lot of ciiamond-shaped ob� that l'.av� 
been reported," ht said. "I've had � 
frofn· aU over the world about d:Wnond­
shaped obkcll." 
� said the Houston area is not 

''productin" in UFO rtp<rls t::ecal.!3e d. 
lack of �cu to �rt them. "frt p.?r· ..Wly handlt<! about 40.000 to ::,O,eol 
rtpCl't3 from ail O>tr tht wori1. but Vtry 
ftw from the Hol:!ton area." � sai:i.' "There jll!t a.-m 't en�h p� to rt?Ort 
them and the city u !0. sprt!d out. I� 
atx..rt a let of reporu in this area fr:ro ol.hrr �1e - sanetirnes loog afttr it's 
hi ppened..'. 

Schue33!� 3aid he experu to continoe 
workins oo t.'li.s case t41til � c;t.�-;a 
are &nsll'elt"d.. "Ri�ht n�. all I k::01r 
bt3iQily is li'!'lit &tty ard Vickie �.a"" 
&lid a!:otJt the encounttr," M �aid. ''1 
bet:eve fully t"wt tr.ey �"a UFO. To r.<t 
belie�·e tr.m� wou!d be fooli.!;.'l, �..1! y 
aiter SCting the pl';y3iC21 pai.1 tt.ey";e 
experierred from it." 

"Thert are just too many t.JFOs r� 
from an over the world to dis:'ega.r-d t.'lelt 
nrrl," bt said. "A.1d besides t.".ot. Betty's 
klss ci hair is chancteristic of �rb 111 
�l'OW1ter. Irs just a sha.u i1 had � 
bappes�t.otbem." 
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By DI<;:K DONOVAN 

One of the most terrifying UFO encounters ever in 
Americcl has left two won1en and a child trapped in a living � 
nightmare of pa in and fear. _ 

Despite exhaustive hospital tests and treatment, 
baffled medical experts still can't come up with a cure 
for their endless physical 'O'h J . ,. d / 
agony. , ueor . uo , 

The three helpless victims - t/ /7 1 t/ Betty Cash. Vickie Landrum! nee e1p, On SO 
and Vickie's 7 -yea r-old son Col- J 1/'• k. I 1 k by - encounte.red the thunder- uoes riC le. 100 
ing, flame-belching UFO as it �L 1 J , hovered only a rew hundred reet terr1o1e anu I m 
from their car on a remote road 
nea t� D

_
ayton, Tex. . . . (00 SiCk (0 WOfk. , 

Wtthm hours of the shnekmg 
horror of that experience, Betty -Mrs. Betty Cosh 

rf,� t!���.:�h�:��;�g�r;n;{t� I( f!Mm!ID t'i] 
\Vomen felt as though they were that I'd be ready w hen my time 
seeing through a misty film. came . But I st ill wanted to keep By morning. Betty's body my baby from dying. 

01 

\\�as covered with_ half-�oll�r- "Then Betty got. out of the car stze_lumps, her hatr was Ialhng and started walking toward the out_ m handfuls and s�� was s�f- object . It was as big as a water fermg the most agomzm� head- tank and about a half-mile up in ache she had ever expenenced. the sky. It sta rted getting real The woman was so weak from hot in the car so I rolled the pain she couldn 't even gel. out of window do\\'n ' and stuck mv bed to call for help. head out to look at it .... · 

F d ff · h 1 ft Within a few days of the en- . . . · , 
. 

ea.r an su �rtng ave e 
counter Vickie 's vision became . �s V�ckte and Colby sal t er- the�r mark on the face.s �f , blurred� An eye spcdalisl told nfl�d Ill th� car, Betty re- Betty Cosh, left,. and Ytckte 

the frightened S?-year-old that mamed out s t �e , enlrcu�ced by Landrum. At rcght, Betty 

catarad-like films were now the unholy object hovenng only sh ows her ha
.
ir t

.
os s  since the 

forming. "You'll probably be a �?w yards clown the
_ 
road.

. 
. 

. . 
UFO ·�c•dcnt .

. 
blind in less th� t n a vear" he It wus the most Incredible I d1dn t leave t heir car dunng the 
said. · ) thing I've ever seen," Betty re- sighting and have suffered no ill 

Lit.t le Colby, t hough not suf- called,. "It. was di_amond-shaped · effects. . 
fering any physical injury , and s�lvery lookmg. It made a "When this sighting first 
screams every night in his roC:Ir l ike a torn�do,_ but I_ c��ld e�1me to my attention, I classi­
sleep, hnuntcd by lcrt'ihlt� night - t�enr beeps commg from 11. I.he fifld it Hs a Close Enco11nt�r of 
murcs. ltgh1 Lind 1he llc<1t were so •n- the Second Kind ... declared Bill 

r'Oh dear God! 1 don ' t know tense! English. of lhc Aria! Phcnome-
whut t'o do .. . I'm at my wits• I ''I slu_od out on th� ro_<J

d for na Res<>arC'h Orgm1ization in 
end," Betty to ld The .\'EWS in I �boul f1_ve or sc_v��l nunulcs, Arizona .. 
�1n cxdusive intc•rvie\\'. "I need 1Just sta nng up at 1l , Belt�· con- I "l3ut bec\lu:-.e of our in-
hc•ln. �IIHI SO rfops \'ickl\'. T look tilllll!d. ''Th",... ;, n""·"·-'-· r:rt-...J · 

n erro 
• 

I 



size . Iu mps , her ha ir was fal l i ng a n d  s ta1:ted -,�alk ing towa rd the ou�. m ha ndfu ls an d  s�� was suf- object . It wa s as b i g  a s a wa ter fct mg the most a�on tzm� h ea d- ta n k a n d a bout a ha l f-m i le up in  a,che she had evet  ex penenced . t h e  sk y . It sta rted getting re a l  1 h.e woman was so weak from h o t  i n  the ca r  so I ro l led t h e  pa m s h e  cou ld n 't even get out of window d own ' a nd st uck mv 
bed to  ca l l  for help.  h d t t 1 k t · t  � -· · 

W'tl  · f d f th 
ea ou 0 00 a 1 · Fear  a nd s u ffe r i n g  h a ve left 1 un a c w  ays o e en- . . 

counter, Vickie 's v ision- beca me . �s V �c k 1e a nd Colby sa l  t er - their  m a r k  o n  t h e  faces of 

, blurred . An eye spec ia list told n�1�d I ll to� ca r ,  �etty re- Betty C a s h ;  left ,
. 
a n d  V i c k ie 

t he frightened 57-yea r:old  that ma m ed outst�e , en b a t�ce� by L a n d r u m .  A� r 1g h t! Betty 

cat a ract - l i ke fi l m s were now the u n holy ObJ ect hovermg on ly s h o w s  h e r  h a t r  loss  s t n c e  t h e  

for m ing . "You ' l l  prob a b l y  b e  a fe w  ya rds d o w n  the roa d .  U F O i n c i d e n t .  . 

bl ind in less tha n a vea r . � �  he " It wa s the most i ncredib le  
I
: d id n ' t lea ve thei r ca r d u ring the 

said . 
· · th ing I ' ve ever seen , ' '  Betty re- 1 s ight in g  and h a ve su ffered no i l l  

Litt le Colby . t hough not suf- ca l led,. "It was di.amon d -shaped 1 effects . . 
fer ing a ny physica l injury, a n d  s�lvery loo k m g . It m ade a l " W he n t his  sight ing fi t·st 
screa ms eve ry n i ght in h is  I roa r l i k e  a to rn�do , .  b u t  I_ cou l d  i came to  m y  a tte n t ion , I c lassi ­
s leep, h a u nt ed by t e r r ib l e n ight - � �ea r beeps comm g  f rom I t . T_he i fied it as a Close Encou nter o f  
m a res . l ight  a nd the he a t  were so 1 11 - 1 the  Second K i nd , ' '  dec l a red B i l l  

f 'O h , dea r  G od � I don ' t  know tense ! E ngl ish . of the A ri a !  Phenom e-
what to do . . .  I ' m at  my w its ' "I stood out on lhe road for l n a R esea rc h O rga n i z a t ion in 
end/�  Betty tol d  The N E WS i n  about fi ve Ol' seven minutes, 'I A r i zona .  
a n exclusi ve in terv i�w : " I  need j �st sta r; �ng up _at i t ,

·
.· Be tty �on - , " B ut. becu use of ou r i n ­

he ���.' a nd s o  do�s V Ick i e .  _ I  look I t tm�ed. T�en It su dden ly l i fted ;· vest i ga t ion , I ' ve s in ce eleva ted 
l et t tb le  and I m too s 1 ck to up a n d  sta r ted mov m g  a w� y to : it to a C lose En cou n te r of the w��·k .  . 

. . . 
the w�st ,_ tow ard Ho�ston . ' :  

. · 
I Fou rth K inct - when the s igh ter T h e 1  e m u s L  be someth m g 1 �n c1 ed tbly , Betty a n d  V tckJe 1 i s i n j u red or  a tt acked . 

t hat can be done to he lp  us .. " she 1 sa td they cou n ted 23 u n m a rked , I _ _ · . . 
added as tears wel led in her doub l e - roto r  he licop te rs ma- 1 "1\t a ny ra te, . t t ' s  

_
the most I n ­

s wo l l en . heat- reddened eyes . neuvering a ro u nd the U FO as it �red1b l e  U �O s 1ghtmg repo�·.ted 
' · But we don ' t know wh e re to beg a n  its ascent .  m the U . S .  1 11 recent yea rs ! . . 
turn . .. .. "The t h i n g  just l i t  up the sky 

Their incredible ordea l bega n l i ke i l was d a y t i m e  and I could 
one n ight w hen they were dr i v - see the hel icopters p l a i n  a s  a n y ­
i n g  h o m e  from a bin go game in th i n g, "  B etty decl a r.ed .  "T hey 
Clevel an d ,  a s m a l l  town abou t seemed to be try i n g  to c lose i n  
4 0  m i les n o r t h  of Dayton . on the U FO . ' -'  

T h e  a w fu l  events that  fol - Offi c i a ls a t  m i l i t a ry bases i n  
lo wed w i l l  b e  bra nd ed o n  an d a round cen t ra l Texas told 
Vick ie 's memory forever . The N E WS t heir J l ight  reco rds 

" We were d r iving d own the show no l a rge movemen t: of  
road at  abou t 9 p . m . ,  when a l l  of  doub le- rotor hel icopters on t he 
a sudden something ca m e dow n  n ig h t  of the encou nter . 
fro m  the sky right a head of u s, ' '  I n  a n other e e r i e  tw ist, t he 
Vickie said .  U F O  was s i g h ted by t h ree other 

"It looked l i ke the whole sky motorists nea r D a yton a bout 30 
had split  and f ire was com ing m inutes . earlier a n d  20 mi les 
down a lmost to the roa d .  e a s t  of  where Betty, V ickie and 

"I t o l d B c t t. y ,  ' You 'd bett e r  Co l by had thei r encou nter . 
s top � You ' re goi n g  to r· u n ri ght "I w as i n  the c a r  with  my son 
i n t o  i t ! ' J oh n ,  a nd h i s  w i fe ,  Ton i ,  a n d  we 

" I  t hough t it was t he end of we re j u st co m i n g  i n to Dayton , ' '  
t he -wo r ld . I t frightened Colby '

!
52-yea r-o ld  N e l lie Zed i c k  told 

and h e  sta rted to s c r e a m .  The N E W S .  " We cou l d  see the 
" [  s a id , ' Honey . if you see ! l igh t , so we.stop ped for a m i n u t e 

. Jes u s com in g o u t  of t he sky�, '  to look a t  it . 
He's  co m i ng t o ca n.v us t o  a bet - " It  d i d n ' t  m a ke a oy no i se , b u t  
t e r  p l ; t ce . ' when it m oved off, it rea l ly 

"I had a l \\�aX:'>_! i vcd
_!:lY  ��so moved fa s t .  I t  w a s  l i k e  �.ot. h i n g  1 

W l': t·: K I . \' wo n 1 . o  N Jo: \\'S ha ve e v e r  seen before. 
1 9  �l ;m· h l � .  � ���� � � T h e  t h rl'e D a �' t o n  rcs iden ls  

V i c k i e a n d  B e t t y  w i t h  V i c k i e's 7-ye a r-old s o n  Colby . T h e  b o y  w a s  n o t  i n j u red d u r ing t h e  c l o u  
e n c o u n te r  w i t h  t h e  U FO ,  b u t  his  s l e e p  is c o n st a n t l y  d i s t u rbed b y  n i g h t m a r e s .  



By '808 BORINO 
AN INCRE,DI BLE UFO sighting has left two women and a seven-year-old boy suffering from �h� terrible effects of radiation poisoning. 

One of the victims, Betty Cash,  52,  has been 'forced to 
move from her home after the terrifying encounter with a 24-
strong fleet of al ien craft . · 

She has suffered an agonizing headache for more than three 
months since the incident ; strange lumps have appeared on 
her head and neck, and .a lot of her hair has fallen out. 

H er companion , V ickie Landrum,  56 , has started losing her 
s ign t ,  and even .... . . .... . . .... . . ..... . . · · · J �lf?· · :-:{:}� Landrum's grand­
son , C ol b y .  is 
s u ffe ring eye 
prob l e m s .  " H e  
s t i l l  has n ight­
m ares . "  h i s  
s hocked grand­
mother adds .  

�1� �l�· Liberty · ::;;:: 
'111� . ··: 

At first , the 'two 
women kept quiet 
about their amazing experi- " I t  just  k ind of exploded· 
ence because they thought from nowhe re , ' ·  L andru m 
" people would laugh at us · recalls.  " I t  kind of hovered 
and say we were crazy . ". over. the road , blocking our · 

B u t  now , veteran U FO path.  
i n v e s t igator B i l t '  Engl i s h · "It  was so bright that we 
says:  " I t ' s  an incred ible , could not tell what was. the 
but an unimpeachable, case source of the light . "  

-of three ordinary peopl_e who Cash stopped the car, then 
fi nd themselVes suddenly felt  an incredible surge· of 
caught up in events stranger heat strike her from the light .  
than . the  w i ldest  science "It  h i t  l ike a physical· blow ," 
fiction . "  . she told G LOBE. · 

Their nightmare began last " I f  we had n ' t  stopped,  
Dec. 29  as  they drove along a I ' m  sure we would have run 
lonely country road about into the thing and probably . 
30 m i l e s  from H ouston . burned up.  
Texas. I' "The outside temperature 

Suddenly , " an . extremely was about 40 degrees, but I 
brigh t ,  ·l u m inous object" had to turn .the air  condi­
appeared in the night sky . tioner _ o� - and we could 

G Lo,3t: 
�/zs/81 

LANDRUM (left) "a n d  CASH 
comfo rt each other a fter.­
blzarre UF-OiJightmare. Arrow 
on map· Indicates scenes qf 

terrifying encounters. · �: 

still feel the heat . ' ;.. . , 
Landrum says: "The thing 

where the fire was coming 
from looked to be about the 
size of a water ,tank . Colby 
kept telling us it looked l ike 
a d i amond w i t h  o n e  end 
rounded off. ' '  

She told G LO BE: "The · 

first thought that�came to 
mind was that the wo,ld was 
ending . "  
· Both women felt a sudden 
compulsion to approach the 
bl inding object. ·" Betty · got 
out and started to walk to-. 
ward it , ' ·' Landrum says.  

' ' I  started to get out, too, 
but my grandson was crying 
and carrying on so that I 
went back to calm him . "  
Cash went  several y ards 
before the· heat forced ·her 
back. , • 

For another 1 5  minutes , 
the mysterious object hover­
ed in · front of them before 
drifting away toward H ous­
ton. The three victims drove , 
on but after three miles they 

heard · "a t e rrible roaring · 
sound ," says Landrum. 

. " We saw what looked like 
· helicop

.
ters c ircl ing around 

the obj ect . "  C.ash counted 
23 of them . . .  "I counted 
t h e m  t o  h e l p  m e  t h i nk I 
wasn't going crazy. "  

The women watched the 
craft maneuvering for a time 
before the mystery l ight and 
the " hel icopters" vanishe<J . . 

The three then drove home' 
to H umble, Texas. " When l · 
got home I had a splitting 
headache ·, ' ' . says' C a s h ,  
. .  and-there-was. a· burning 
sens�tion . tpat seemed to 
pierce my body. 1 

" I  h;lVen ' t  been free qf . 
that headache for more than · 
a half hour �ince.'" 

By next morning, she had 
developed knot- l ike bo)ls 
the -size of 50-cent pieces on 
h e r  neck and h ead . The 
lumps keep returning,  oozing 
a c lear, warm fl uid .. Then 
P)ltches of hair began falling 
out .  
· M e a n w h i l e , Landrum 
says , she and Colby "felt as 
though we had a bad sunburn 
around the face and neck. I 
lost some hair, but most of 
it has grown bac k . "  

zation in ·  Tucson,� Arizona, 
and John Schuessler, a top 
NASA eng-ineer in Houston.  

Their .investigation,  back-
ed by G LO B E  c h e c k s  of I military . installations i n  the I area, reveals  :"no a irc raft 

· movements that night to. ex­
, -.plain the extraordinary i nci-

dent . · Engl ish  says he be­
lieves the helicopters: were 
• 'unman'ned probes, ' '  some-

Landru m ' s  d oc tor t o l d  
,G LOBE that s h e  suddenly 
began · developing cataracts. 

· . Yq� she adds: "Betty ,got 
'th,e, worst of it because she 
got out of the car to . inves­
tigate . "  ,. 
.. · Cash spent most or' Jan­

. uary, in Parkview H ospital , 
Houston, but her condition 
baffled doctors because she 
d idn' t  tell  them about the 
UFO encounter. 

.. 1 fjnally to_ld them the 
second time l'went in ," she 
say s .  "I was �afraid t h e y  
would laugh a t  me and tell m e  
J was crazy. "  . · . 

H er doctor, who a�ked 
GLOBE not to publisQ his 
name, says: "She had all the 
signs of radiation poisoning 
· when I first examined her, 
but ·I thought that ridiculous 
and dismissed it.  

"Then, when she told me 
what she had seen - and felt  
- it  made sense . ' '  · 

The wome n ' s  st ory has 
" totally convinced" veteran 
U FO i nvest igatd'rs B i l l  l English . ·  of the Aerial Phe­
nomenon Research Organi� 

. thing l ike our moon landers, 
that were attached to the 
main. UFO. -

. 
G LO B E ' s  research · re­

veals that .another diamond­
-shaped object  was sighted at 
the end of November on a 
country road at L ib erty ; 
about 40 miles from the spot 
where the l ight' confrqnted 
Cash and Landrum.  

O n e  · w i_t ness., ., L iberty 
real tor N'el l ie  Zed i c k ,  5 8 ,  · 
who was traveling with her 
daughter and , son- i n�law·, 
says: "We didn ' t  get closer 
than a mile or so, and it kept 
moving,  but it was definitely 
diamond-shaped with a_ sl ight 
rounding at one end . "  

M eanwhi le ,  B e tt y  Cash 
1 has been forced to postpone 

_ plans to open a restau rant 
and has moved to Fairfield ,' 

1 • Alaska, to recuperate . -
She sayS: "I just hope and 

pray l ·get be_tter ��n�", .  



wo 'NOmen and a 7 year old boy have suff  � r8d physical h arm after  an 
apparent close encounter with a U . F .O .  ncar Dayton ,  Texas ,  U .S . A. 

Betty Cash , Vickie Land rum and Colby Landrum were t ravel l i ng home 
from a bingo game in C leve land ,  Texas , which i s  40 mi les f rom the i r  
home in  Dayton . 

At appro>� imately 9 p . m .  th e sky was l i t  up by a f iery object,  B etty Cash 
was driving at the t ime and qu ickly stopped as t il e object came down i n  
front o f  them . Betty Cash then g ot out o f  t h e  car and walked towards the 
object. Betty described the object as being diamond-shaped and si lvery 
look ing . She cou ld  also hear beeps above the tornado- l i ke noise the 
o bject was making . 

Both women stated th at the object gave off intense h e � t  and l ight .  

After seven minutes or  so,  the object rose i n the air and moved away to 
the west ,  which is  in  the di rect ion of Houston . As i t  d id 50,  Betty and 
Vi ckie counted 23 u nmar ked , double-rotored he l icopters trying to close 
i n  on the object.  

S u bsequent ly .  mi l i tary officials i n  central Texas stated that the records 
did not show any l arge movement of he l icopters on that n ight. 

However ,  the U . F .O .  w2s seen by three other motori sts 30 min utes 
ear l ier .  � nd 20 miles furthei east of the main sight ing . 

Betty Cash has. s ince sutfered from l u m ps on !ler body and ha i r  loss .  
Vickie L2.nd�um dove !oped a cataract l i l' e  f i lrn over h r� r  8 , 'es with i n  da;s 
of the i nc ident , a. c l  wil l  pr0Ll3bly go b! i n d .  Her  son Co:r;y , wh i l st escaping 
physica l  harm , wakes up at n ight  f rom n ightmares .  

T h e  case i s  s t i l l  under  i nvestigation b y  the Aerial Phenon-,.ena Re­
s e G rch Organisc:. t io f 1  

- Condensed from the "vVeekly World News" 
March 24th , 1 98 1  
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Top Scientist Confirms • • •  

UFO Terrorizes and 
Burns Three in Car 
By DENNIS NEELD and BOB PRATT 

"The whole thing's burning up - oh, 
my God ! It's coming closer ! We're going 
to burn up . . .  I know we are ! 

"Lord help me - fm burning up ! "  
A hypnotized Vickie Landrum was reliving her 

horrifying encounter with a blazing UFO on a deserted P.b1Y-<I�� 
Texas road December 29 - a searing hell on 
earth that left Vickie, her 7-year-old grandson 
and a friend suffering the symptoms of radiation 
poisoning. DESOLATE stretch of Texas road where d iamond-

Incredibly, in the weeks following their terrifying shaped f i re-belch i ng U FO hovered over car. 
15-minute encounter with the huge, fire-belching ' . , . · . 
UFO, all three developed se- �eard. a loud rushing sound, Betty s my��erwus. illness -
vere burns and blisters , diar- hke arr brakes on a truck, as and r.eport s.he �ttnessed .a 
rhea, headaches, nausea and more flames shot toward the v�� mtense frre-like matert-
severe eye problems - and road. . al m the .s�y. 

. 

Vickie's friend who was Each ttme the flames shot In addition, the hospital 
burned the worst of the three downward , the object moved records show Betty suffered 
spent almost four weeks in � up a bit, then settled lower. "bumps under her skin ,"  
hospital .  "It 's going to fall ! No - it's "hair loss of the scalp" and a 

To get the complete horri- lifting, thank God ! There's "very swollen" face. 
fying details _ and verlry the fire at the bottom. It's so hot ." "The doctors and nurses 
absolute authenticity of her Finally,  the object suddenly kept asking me if I was a 
story - The ENQUIRER had t09k off - rising into the air burn victim," Betty recalled. 
Vickie hypnotized by a uni- and then zipping away at an "Skin was peeling off my face 
versity professor at her home incredible speed. and arms and legs. 
in Dayton, Tex . ,  in the pres- Then came the long ride "I was blistered all over. 
ence of a top engineer at home. Vickie was convinced My ears and eyes were so 
NASA,  who emerged con- they should not tell a soul swollen my own family didn't 
vinced that she's telling the about anything that had hap- recognize me. " 
truth. pened. , . Since that mind-boggling 

"There's no doubt in my "Don t tell nobod� about It ,  night, little Colby has suffered 
mind , ' '  the engineer declared Colby - they 'll thmk we,'re digestive problems. 
?ft�rward. "This �a� genu- cra.zy · Oh, BettY,., they'll think "A radiologist who ex-
me . She was rehvm8 the we re crazy · · · a mined the medical records 
truth. "  Alm?st immediately after said they apparently were 

Under .h�pnosis, Vickie re- ORDEA L:  Vick ie  Landrum holds grandson Colby, who retu
h
rmn� to Da�n �ess th�n sufferi�g .from �he �ympto�s 

called drtvmg after sunset on went berserk. and t r i ed to run from the fiery U FO an our ater
d
, t e

f 
t

l
r�e

k
wtt- of radtatwn pOisonmg,"  satd 

a desolate stretch of road , . . . · . · nesses starte to .ee stc · John Schuessler, an aero-
about 20 miles northwest of beeps . . .  beep, beep,  bee�. mg wtldJy , he trted to Jump I All suffered pamful burns, space engineer at NASA 
Dayton. . As she recalled the ter.nf�- out of the car a.nd .run off into and Vickie 's optometrist, Dr. studying the case for VISIT, 

S dd 1 v · k' 57 h mg close encoun.ter, Vtckte t�e woods. Vtckte grabbed Steve Chandler, reported her an independent UFO in-u en Y IC te, • er clutched compulstvely at �he htm..:.. . . . . . 1 eye_s were ' 'bu:n�d, sw.ollen vestigating organization . xtremelv lrrt tated. ' 
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severe eye problems - ana Each time the flames shot In addition , the hospital Vickie's friend ,  who was downward, the object moved records show Betty suffered burned the worst of the three, up a bit, then settled lower. "bumps under her skin , "  spent almost four weeks. i n  a "It's going to fall ! No _ it's "hair loss of �.
e scalp" and a hospital . -

lifting,  thank God ! There's "very swollen face. To get the' complete, horri- fire at  the bottom. It's so hot. " "The doctors and nurses fying details - a�d. verify the Finally, the object suddenly kept a.sk�ng ,me if I was a absolute authenticity of her took off _ rising into the air burn victim, Betty recalled . story - The ENQUIRER ha.d and then zipping away at an "Skin was peeling off my face Vickie hypnotized by a um- incredible speed. and arms and legs. yersity professor �t her home 
Then came the long ride "I was blistered all over. m Dayton, Tex. ,  m t�e pres-

home. Vickie was convinced My ears and eyes were so ence of a top engmeer at 
they should not tell a soul swollen my own fpmily didn 't NASA, who e�erg� con-
about anything that had hap- recognize me. " vinced that she s telling the 
pened. Since that mind-boggling truth. . "Don't tell nobody about it, night, little Colby has suffered "There 's no doubt m my Colby - they'll think we're digestive problems. mind , ' '  the ��g�eer declared cr�zy. Oh, Betty,', they'll think "A radiologist who ex-�fterward. This �a� genu- we re crazy · · · amined the medical records me ! �he was rehvmg the Alm�st immediately after said they apparently were truth. returnmg to Dayton less than, suffering from the symptoms Under hypnosis, Vickie re- OR DEAL: V ick i e  Landrum holds g ra nds?n Colby, who an hour later, the three wit- of radiation poisoning " said called driving after sunset on went berserk and t r i ed to r u n  from the f 1ery U FO. nesses started to feel sick. John Schuessler an ' aero-a desolate . stretch of road beeps . . .  beep, beep, beep . "  ing wildly, he tried lo j�mp All �uf�e;ed painful . burns, space engineer ' at NASA about 20 miles northwest of As she recalled the terrify- out of the car and run off mto and VIckie s optometriSt, Dr. studying the case for VISIT, Dayton.  ing close encounter, Vickie the woods . Vickie grabbed Steve Chandler, reported her an independent UFO in-Suddenly Vickie , 57 , her clutched compulsively at the him. . eyes were "buro�d, sw�llen vestigating organization. grandson Colby and . her front of her blouse, screwing "Don't cry, baby, JUSt pray, and extremely Irritate�. Schuessler was present at friend Betty Cash, 52, noticed the material into her fist. Her pray to Jesus. Don 't be In the weeks followmg the the spine-tingling hypnosis a glowing object in the sky. features contorted with fear afraid. terrifying encounter, both the session . "It's l ighting up the whole as she brushed sweat away "Now I 'm holding him ,  lov- women lost huge amounts of Dr.  Leo Sprinkle, Ph. D . ,  sky, a long way up, and trav- from her face. ing him . . . " . . hair. . . who conducted the sessio�, eling fast , "  Vi<:kie said, reliv- "Long red flames are com- �or 15 minutes �he brilliant The agomzmg symptoms sa.id he's c?nvince� th_e ,tern-ing the expenenc.e .  "So�e- ing _ out of the bottom, like a obJect hovered m front . of soon forced B�tty .to enter fymg details of VIckie s or-times we can 't see It, the trees rocket ' " them, huge flames spewmg Parkway Hospital � Hous- deal are for real . are in the way ."  E · th h . t . t 40 from the bottom end con- ton, where she remamed for "She had a real experience Several minutes later the ven ou� I was .JUS tinuously . almost four weeks. . and I believe the craft was object suddenly appear�d in d
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pital records confirm under intelligent control , "  h d eat rom e rna e a ��,...�,........,. 'd D s · kl f r front of them and overe automobile's interior swelter- E:ilW��.;-m ... · . . -�. ; •.. �.h�.�;.;����"''.'�. -�.; ·,.;�;.���.;: ��''-;.:.:r1.c;:-..�.'::��''· ;"'· sat r. J?rm e, � pro esso over the road. . . . h t �,�:�f';.���{�r�tf���--� ·���{�:-:m:tt, · . of �oun�elmg servic�s at the Betty, who was dnvmg at mg .0 · . _ �:,&;���� �fo,�� -�����:t:;r�-""" '" ..... : �1V:""· Umvers1ty . of Wyommg, who the time, brought the car to a Gnpped �Ith terror and un f;:�· !, · ·*·· · � ·.,. · 

has hypnotized scores of UFO screeching halt. ?ble to think clearly' �tty eyewitnesses. . . The massive, blue and dia- Jump�d out. 0� the car and mto 
Several other Witnesses hv-mond-shaped object was at the mght air m an attemp� to 

ing around Dayton also re-treetop level , about 100 feet escape the heat, never ta�mg 
. . -'1- • ,· • ported seeing a hug;e, bri�ht, away with huge red flames her eyes off the mysterious 

. . .. · •·..:..�,," ' 
"'• ""'/.. ,. .• k �-..�! .. �.iff i diamond-shaped flymg obJect ' ft 'Hk:..f.-'"' '' ' ' '' � '�" • �. � ""' '¥.� I · shooting from its bottom to era . 

� � -��- •'\ .... :;-:'�.,._';', , . �. ... r J" _., ' • '' . !I�� li';� ..'l{�x�. that mght. . the road below. "Betty - don 't get ou� ! Oh, ·; �. ��:,.- ' #':-; "��-�""f.�<il!. � ,.._, ·-�¥�?;;:�-", "I consider this. a. very n�-"We can't get through - my God, come back ! I t s hot, , <4Y,�-; 'li�J;;� · , · ··"'�-��:��b.g't� ·•��f> \f.. portan.t case providmg.physi-it's blocking the road ! "  hot ! , . �-��r - ,��� .. �����:� ..... �. z . i;i!,'(.U{.;,."�:-: ,·: . . . -<_ cal evidence of the existence Vickie gasped under hypno- . , "We l� burn up ! M�.
eyes - -. 't . -�����;;.';..:;;���t?f-£!"Wfl' · �{it��-::�·�;/1: ·:·;.¥.:. ·�-- of UFOs ,"  declared Schuess-sis . "It's bigger than a water 1t s hurtmg my eyes ! �-, � � ·�� -� ... ".Y.!�� .. i£i.�f!:�·�;.�-��7� ... �.1-�·4:r,�tt.·rftr:- ., · -lf:l. �:if ler. • • f.t " '-= _A h ... -;" �_.: � -....&...� .... � f_;J "" tit " I. . - _., 

""'"�t.tYil tower. And it 's .making a Startled by the UFO , httle . . -�"i-. \ � :.�}· 'JC.•p.:�-,7!��."��\t-�:':/71 ,: . �!f�� �� .. ;,.., .L_.,.J�. • "It i� one of t.he . �ost sound like beepmg. Long Colby went berserk. Scream- \ 1 _ .� : · / : · mterestmg and sig�uftca�t j · i ·,. . . cases that I 've ever mvestl-"!-���� ··· • gated . " I t is the weak man who urges compromise - never t he , . .. ·· - · I NATIONAL strong man. - Elbert H ubbard RADIATION burns on V i c k ie Landrum's hand.  ENQUIRER Page 23 
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rqealtll pLQblerns ad�d. to mystery 
nr: t L' ·* 

B y  P AM E LA L Y O N 
S! CJ H  Writer 

"I thouoht the world was corning to an end . . .  
I to ld (my arandsot'l) not to be afraid, to look a t  
t h e  c e n t e r  of the lighr  for t h e  swe e t  fac e  of Jesus, 
c o rnino t o  take us to a b e t ter p l ace. " - Vickie 
L a n d ru m ,  descri bing her Dec.  29, 1 980, encoun-
e r. 

lJ :\ Y T O �  - V i c k i e  L a n d r u m  is a god-fe�l!'ing 
\r n m . m . So w h e n  s h e  s n w  t he t h i n g  t ha t  c o l d  D e ­
c�.' m h c r  n i gh t . hovpr ing  above a desol ;;1 t e ,  b a c k ­
c l l � l n t r .v r o �l ci n e �u· t h i s  s m a l l  L i be rty C ounty 
! u m lw r  t o v  . .- n . t h e re w a s  o n l y  o n e  pos sible expl a ­
n �l t  i o n .  

S h e  w �l s  h a v i n g  a re l i g i o u s  e x p e r ience . 
:\ s  l\ 1 r � .  L n n d r u m  t e l l s  t he s t o ry . s h e  w a s  t ra v ­

L' l i n g  b a c k  to  lw r D <: )· ton h ome  fro m M on d a y  
n i g h t b i n g o a t  t he V F \V  h a l l  i n  N e w  C a n e y  \V i th  
h e r  7 - y e D  r -o  l d  g r n  ndson . C o lb y . a nd a fri end ,  
B e t t y  C a s h . w h e n  i t  h a ppe n e d .  

Fi r s t  t h ey s a w  a b r i g h t . ' mysterious l i ght 
t h ro u g h  the t reetops u p  a he a d .  Th e n .  a s  t h e c a r  
r o u n d ed a bend o n  F a rm Road 1 485 a b o u t  15  
rn i l e s  nor th west of  D ayton . i t  w a s s u ddenly b e ­
f o r e  t h e m . 

D i a m ond-shaped and  ' ' t a l l  a s  a w a te r towe r , "  
i t  f l oa ted o v e r  the roa d j u !1t above t h e  t reetops , 
b l i n d i n g l y  b r i g h t .. M rs .  Landrum re ca l l ed . R ed ­
o r a nge f l a m es spewe rl from t h e b o t t o m  a n d  i n ­
t e r m i t t e n t l y  bu rs t i n t o g re a te r  i n te n s i t y  w i t h  a 
r u s h i n g  sound l ike a fl a m e - t h rowe r a s  t he obj ect 
m o ved higher .  

F r o m  1 3 �  fe e t  a w :..� y .  t h e h e a t w a s  e x ·  
c r u c i a t i n g .  

" I t  fe l t  l i k e  w e  \ve re b u r n i n g  u p , "  sa i d M rs .  
L c.m d ru m .  " You 've hea rd i t  a l l  you r l i fe t h a t  the 
world i s  going to e n d  by f i re .  I b e l i e v e  i L "  

B u t  h e r  first. i m pres s i o n d i d n ' t  l a st lon g .  n o t  
after t h e y  g o t  a good l oo k a t  the t h i n g .  

Not  a fter  they s a w  t h e  s w a r m  o f  hel i co pt e rs 
a ro u n d  it - big d o u h l e - rota ry . m i l itary-l ike 
choppers .  

N o t  a fter the months - l o n g  bouts with t h e  burns 
a n d  b l i s t e r s . the c r i pp l i n g  n a u s e a  a n d  d i a r r he a .  
t he eye p r oblems· a nd shedd i n g  h a i r  - a total  
p a c k n ge o f  sym pt oms that points to ra d i a ti on 
s i c k n es s .  s a i d  a s pa ce s c i e n t ist  who h a s  close ly  
m on i t o red the case .  

Now t h e re a re t h ose who s co ff at  c l ose enco u n ­
t e rs of a n y k ind .  s k e pt ics w ho p a ss off sightings 

o f  so-ca l led U n i d e n t i fied  F l y i n g  Object s ( U FOs)  
a s  d i s t orted p e rcept i o n s  o f  en t i re ly e a rth ly  phe­
n o m e n o n . t h e  s h i m m e r i n g  i l l us ions o f  swa m p  
g a s  or  the ra v ings o f  c r a c k po t s .  

Sto r ies . i n  sh o rt . to  be t a k e n  s �: r i o u s l y  o n l y  b y  
d e v otees of  t h e  s u pe r m a r k e t  p r e s s  - l i k e t h e  
A u g .  1 1  <.H t i c l e  a b o u t  1\ 1  r s .  L �1  n d  r u m ' s e x p e r i e n ce 
i n  the N a t i o n a l  E n q u i re r  \\' i t h  the  .sc:re a rm n g  
h e a d l ine  " U FO Terror i zes  a n d  B u r n s  3 T e x a n s . " 

B u t  to t h e· e x p e r t s  w h o  i n v e s t i g a t e  s u c h  m ys ­
te r i Q u S  goi ngs - o n .  t h e  L" ndrum -Cash c<:: �e i s  
a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  c o m pel l i n g .  a n d d i s t u r b i n g .  e n ­
cou n t e r s  e v e r  reported . 

D r .  J .  A l l e n  H y n ek . fo u n d e r  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  fo 
U FO S t u d ies i n  E v a n s ton . I l l . .  and the c o u n t r v 's 
p rc m  i e r UFO i n v e s t i g a t o r , t e r m e d  t i l e  D ayton 
i n c i d e n t  a "rea l l v  c r u c i a l  case" b e c a u s e  o f  the 
' · a b s o l utel y .  u n eci u i  voca l phys ica l  e f ff· c: t s . ' '  

" S o m e th i n g  s u re a s  h e l l  h a p pe n e d : Those 
women d i d n ' t  p u l l  out  t h e i r  h a i r  a nd b l ind  t he m ­
s e l ves ; "  s a i d H y n e k . " T h e  c o n n ect i o n  w i t h  t he 
e vent is clea r - c u t .  I t 's o n e - t o -o n e .  W e  h a v e  other 
cases . but  ra rely a s  cle a r - c u t  a s  t h i s . " 

A l t h o ugh she says t h a t  " t i m e  s o rt of s t9od 
See E n c o u n t e r ,  p a g e  6A 



st i l t . " M rs .  Landrum esti mates she 
and her  com p a n i o �! S  we re e}�poscd to 
the -f i re - be lchh g o hj ect fo r at  l e a s t  10 
m inutes  be fore i t  d r i ft ed off over the · 
t re e s .  

I t  W J S  CJ w i n t e r  n i ght . b u t  they'  con-
t in ,Jed t h e i r  j o u r n e y  h o m e  w i t h  t h e  
c a r ' s  a i r con d i t ioner on . M rs .  Land­ru m s a i d .  Their e x posed skin s e e m ed 
i n te n s e l y s u n bu r n e d .  a s  after a too-
1c:1 g  stay a t  the  hea c h  i n  ea rl y su m ­
m e r .  

Th a t  n i g h t .  i\1 rs . L a n d r u m  grensed 
her g r a n dson w i th  . baby o it;. That 
n ig h! . t oo .  Colby s t a r t e d  gett ing  s i ck. 
H� vom i ted  a nd had  u n co n t ro l l a ble 
d i a rrhe a .  an o m i no u s  prelude �o what 
wauld ha ppen to a l l  of t he m .  

· co ! b y .  w h o  h a d n i g h t m a r:e!, for . 
m f n : h s  a ft e rwa rd a n d  would wa ke u p  
scre;.}mi ng . s t i l l  be a rs the fa int s c ars 
or  t h e  l � H s e .  s a c k -l ike bl ister s that 
far m ed o n  h i s  fa ce .  ·!\1 r s .  L�mdru m . t o o .  h·as  a n c t\vork 
of  w h i t i s h  a n d  r i:l i sed sca rs on her 
a r m s  f ro m  t h e  bli sters . whit �h have· re.c u r red per iod ica lly over t he pa st 
ei g h t  m o n ths . p a r t i cu l a rly when she 
i s ·  exposed to s u n l i ght .  B �th sti l l  a re 
scn s i t i v�  to heat  ar.d  cannot  ben r  hot 
\\' t� ter .  �-1 rs . Landrum s a i d .  · 

·He r  hz.ir .  n o w  long e n ough for a pe r ­
m:; :-: c E t .  a t  o n e  t ime fe l l out leaving . .. � c,:::. � t ercd bald  spot s .  B ut her eyes 
hGt h�red her the m o st . :�::�,I y e y e s  w e re burned .until they 
looked ! i k e  t h e y  w e re deca.yed , "  s a i d  
�.frs .  Landrum . S i n ce t h e  inci dent . she 
h � s  c h a n g e d  h e r  e y e g l a s s  p r e ­
scr ip t ion t w i ce .  each t ime p r og res ­
sive! �· s t ronger .  She now seems to be 
los i J;g  her  pe ripheral v i s i on and is  de., 
ve lo p i n g  cata r a ct s . Colby also now · 
n¢eds g l a ss e s .  

But  B e tty C a s h . 52.  who bolted f r o m  
the c a r  when they  e ncountered t he ob ­
j e c t .  w a s  the most a ffect ed o f  the t r io .  

S� c . t e o . was s t r i c k e n  with severe 
: c li Se � L  d iar rhe2. a n d  h e a d a che s .  A 

once- active wo m a n . she n o w  w a s  in ­
c a p a c i ta t e d  b y  a rel entless letha rgy. 
Ltirge.  k n ot - l i ke bl isters fo r med on 
her face .  scalp and eyel i d s .  H e r  eyes 
were S \VO l l e n  almost  shut . 

6A. Corpus Chrlsti CaJler-Times, Sun . ,  Sept. l3, 1981 . ,-. . . . , . ... ............... -...... ...... ... .. -.... 

·.She w a s  hospitalized i n  January fo r ' The ra d i �tion · sp:eci a l i st .  who wish- H ynek be l i e ve s  the w o .m ,� n s ho u i  
nearly four . we eks . The doctors were , ed to r�mam anony m o u s , a g re e d .  r n f i le  a l a wsu i t  to co m pe l  d t s dosure . 
stu m ped: . · . r a n Apnl corre�ponde nce he n o�ed �he 

·' .' T h e re w a s  no d i a gn o s i s . t hey burns co u l d be seconda ry to h1gh m - The g o v e r n  e t d . k ' · · • · · f d d '  · · m n e m e s  a n v · n o w did n ' t  k n aw wha t they were deal ing . t en sity m ra -re . ra wtwn . ultr a - vt o - e d rt e o f  o I . t h . . . d 
· · 1 t · · · d '  t ' ts r r o e I n  e 1 n c Jr e n  �·Hh . ". s a i d  John Schue ssler .  n sc i e n - e . .  r� ys. o r tonn:m.g ra 1 �' wn . , .  . Schuess l er s n i d  h e  c o n t .:1e t c d. e v e �· t l �t \V t th  McDonnel l  Douglas Astro- W e  a re over . a m e d t c a l - s c t en h fic m il i t � ry i n s t " l l 0 t .  , i T � .  

.
. h·· " · · ' b '"' J· re l n t kn Wing  tl ·h t tl �' u �· 1 0 1 1  . n  c X u S  t m�u t t cs at N ASA s Johnson Space · "' 0 0 e x a c v \\ a 10 m1' gl1t h ..... " h i f f '  · t · f · . · f d ' •  t '  " . l d � co V-.. 3 (  S U  I C' l e n  <1 l f C I' ll t : Center nea r Houston. ' . source o ra 1 �1 10n w d S ,  n o r  t 1e ose h "" �'e b e en · n  , 1 , d H � . d , , . · · · d b  th UFO · · t  " h  .... • t ' o  \ e . e 11 .1 �  r � o  S :J t  

�Sc h u e�sle r ,  proJ ect m a n a ge r fo r rece t v e  Y ese ' \\ l n esses . e cess . 
sp.3 ce shutt le  o pe r a t i o n s  s u pport , h a s  w rote.  ' 'The h e l i c o pt e rs h :1 v e  been c o r  e en active i n  U FO research a n d o r- Bu t Sc huessler a n d  l I ·' n ek a re n't p l •"t e t' y s t o n  . . l l  d , �. . . ; .  

• . . ' ' · · · t '  1 t h  1 ·  · l b ' t "" e v. c1 e . 1 l C  S ll l U .  gamza uons s m ce the mtd- 1960s . H e  I S  en I r e  Y s u re e unexp a m ec o Jec . At t ' Je A , Ft H • 'd  , ,. .,. . , _J,. � • • - - - .�.
-:-- w a s an o t h e rworld l v  UFO . T� e h li- , 1  rmy s · J. O "  1: � -· r  r. t 1  one v f  .a bout a do.z� n. 1c�en t t sts-ana- co·  te rs a re the rob l e m .  

n e e�� ·  t n e.count r y ' s . la r g e s t  m ! l :t � r:·,.. f c· pro fe s s : on al techn t c t a n s  m the Cle a r  ·; 0P e . t  ' t  
P 

t b . c 1 ht v w n e re a bnga rl e  of  ' ' l  00- n lT I k C · t  b h I f  f h ' h , sp t  e 1 s awesome po we r tle 01  
• .  1 1 1 .  · t . � . . · . ....

. 
a e 1 y a rea . a out a � w IC , i j ect M rs . Landrum� saw app�ared to 1 e. 1cop ers 1s 1) a �e d . a spo r�e.s tT'l :· wD,rk fo r NASA . who co m pnse ·Pro- , he . d ' t 5 . ' t · d t 1 sn td n o  Ft .  hood a 1 rcra f� w e r� m t :  · t V I SIT h '  h · t · d · U FO '  m Is r e  s .  t seeme o 1 ave 1_,. t . . I . j e c  ... · w tc Is s u ymg trouble m a intni n i n g  altitude.  And it 1�� s on � re a t na t  m g  h .  

technology.  . . . h r.1 ' � b '  . I don t know o f  a ny o t h e r  p l c.1 c  Sch uessler m e t  Mrs·. Landrum , Col- i w a s  w �n �he
_ 

e. l a n t .  m e L a l  0 J e�t fl- around h e re t h a t  wo� i d  h a ,·e t h <  by a n d  M r� C a sh in  F'ebruary a fter : nally ga m ed en ou gh t h ru st to s a ll off I; t- m b e � of �.l c l t' cc "'te � ' '  ., · : . . . "' ' : . th t th · t · M L d . � d � l • ·  ' J .� l s .  S e� H. p r e s s  O :  
t hey h�d contacted .NAS:A- a n d  a UFO i' o�er e re�s a, _rs . , an �urn a n  · ficer M ajor  T o n y  G e ishau:; c r .  "Th(' r  re r\o rt m g  n etwo rk m Seattl e ,  W a sh . ,  : . he,� co m p a mons � d W it �a s no .. a lon e .  1 m a y.· be s o m et h i n o  t o  th i s .  b u t I don  
to t ry to  f ind out what happened to : A�te r the obJect dnfted to w�erc i knor.; wh e1 t  i t  < • : d  be i.l n } e -.  
them I , w e kmd o f go t o u r  se n ses . we n o h ccd 1· t h e re 's o · su . t th ' · 

· 

· : � . . . . . . � , . · " . p e r - s e u  e m r- gomg c R i gh t  a fter . the in ci den t .  the thr�e 1 �!1e l�e,hc.opter:s , sa t d. M rs .  L::mdr.u.m� ! a r. d  I wou l dn ' t  n e c e s s a  ��i l �· k n o  
hnd  a greed t o  tell n o  one a bo u t  thet r ' The) w ere .UP ov e r  It a n d  fo l l? wmt:.> 1 about it . "  . 
e x per ience , said  M rs .  Landrum .  who it .  It w a s  l ike 

. . 
. th�y

-
were .t akmg i t  .J' Baid M rs . L a n d ru m : " It a i n ' t  <i D \  wa ited fo ur days before she told her somewhere o r . 1 t  wa�. in  trouble z:nd \ thing fro m  ou ter s p a ce w i t h  ! i t t·; 

h u sb a n d .  th!;? w e re � e l p m g  i t .  ' green m en .  t h a t ' s  fo r s u r e . I f  t he  g o -.  " Y ou don 't g o  a ro u n d  te l l ing pe ople , ' h e hel i co p t e r s  w e r e  l i k e  n o n e  ernment doesn ' t know a bout  i t  thev · 
w h e n  so mething l ike this h a ppens.  · she'd seen b�fore . la rge a i rborn e m a 4  

• 

better find out . "  
· · · 

T h e y ' d  t h i n k  y o u ' r e  cra zy . " she · chines with double rot a ry blades .  C ol-
a d de d . by drew · a pict u r e  of a cra ft that re- ; 

B u t •  a s  the s i c kness pro gre ssed , s e m b l e d  a m il i t a ry h e l i co pte r .  l ike a 
t h e y  d ecided t hey  h a d  to know more . . 1 CH-46 or CH-47 ,  Schuessler s a i d  . . Sa id M rs·. Landru m :  " If  we h a dn 't I • . The trio were n ' t the o n l y  people who 
met  J o h n  Schue s s l e r .  I thi n k  I would I reported seeing the hel i copters .  or the 
have lost my m i nd . "  1 obj e c t  for tha t  m a t ter .  

Sc huessler  w a s  keenly inte rested. A man n e a r  C ro s by . a t i ny town 15 · 
He took photog r a phs of their blisters , 1 odd m i les southwest of D ayt o n ,  told 
b u r n s .  d a m a ged eye s and ba ld in g i ·C o - w o r k e r s  about  t h e  h e l i co p t e rs , 
h e a d s .  He urged M rs . . La ndru m to i Schuessler s a i d . I n vest ige� t ion o f  the 
keep a daily d i a r y  of her symptoms . Dec . 29 in c ide n t a l so turned up t h ree 
And a ft e r  t a l k i n g  to the bewildered m ore sets of witnesses .  t otal l ing sev-:  
p h ys ic i a n s .  he located and con ta cted en a ddit ional  person s .  who sa�v . the · 

a rad i n tion spe c i a l i st i n  M adison , W i s .  obj ect .  
" Y o u  can 't g u a r a n tee i t 's radiation " We a re dealing with a real event , ·  

s iclmess .  but it looks l ike i t ; "  E� a iC: . 1 but we're not  sure i f  i t 's a gove rn men t 
Schu essler . " O ther- things can cause · · exercise or a U F O  sighting , "  s a i d Hy-
these (sy mptoms) but · not l ike ly the nek.  who hea ded Proj ect Bluebook , a .  
total p<l ckage:: , ; · � .. ' U . S .  Air  Force study o f  UFOs from 

about 1 9 48 to 1S69 . "There 's a lot of  top 
secret stu ff going on that most people don ' t  k n o w  about . "  



The UFO Sound Was �Horrible ' 

By Rebecca 
Goodballet-Hamilton 

She said that as ·the flame came 
down, the object would rise and it 

DAYTON - A Dayton woman's 
incredible story of an unidentified 
flying object (UFO) is going to be 
shown on the TV show 'That's In­
credible' within the next three or 
four weeks. 

· hovered there for about 12 to t5 
minutes before moving off over to 
the right side of the road. · 

Mrs Vickie Landrum 57, 506 W. 
C4lyton said that it was about 9 : 15 
p.m. on Dec. 29, 1980 when she and 
her grandson Colby 7, and a friend, 
Mrs. Betty Cash 52, were coming . .  
home from New "Caney on F.M. 
1485 when they noticed a diamond­
shaped object flying. in the air. 

Mrs. Landrum said that Mrs. 
Cash was driving and they watch­
ed the object come closer to the 
road an� hover over the trees 
about 130 feet in front of them. "I 
screamed for Betty to stop," she 
said. 

The three of them got out of the 
car to· see what it was and .Mrs. 
Landrum said, "It looked 'like the 
whole woods and everything was 
going to ;be set on fire." 

Mrs. Landrum said that Colby 
had gotten back in the car and was 

screaming for her, so she was out� 
side for only about two to four 
minutes. 

However, she said that Mrs. 
Cash stayed outside for about six to 
eight minutes, and when she got 
back in the car she had to use her 

Mrs, Landrum described the ob­
ject as dull gray in color and a 
flame was coming out of the bot­
tom. She said that the sound it 
made was "horrible," like an in­
tensified flame-thrower. 

Colby a�d hiS grandmother, 
Vickie Landrum 
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Within Three, Four Weeks 
• Dayton Lady On ' That's Incredible' 

( Conlinued From Page 1 )  
Schuessler said that there are· 

countless episodes like this that oc­
cur all over the world, and that 
these three people are all showing 
the results of radiaion poisoning. 

Mrs. Landrum's hair also began 
to fall out in patches within six 
weeks after the incident and she 
said she also had blist-ers on her 
body._ . 

She said that Colby had some 
hair loss and so.me blisters on his 
face and also had nightmares for 
three months afterword. 

H�r eyes swelled until · she 
thought they were going to split 
and now she said she's losing her 
side vision. 

Also, she said that neither she 
nor Colby can stand being around 
any kind of heat, and to this day 
she takes a bath in cold water. 

Their story has appeared in the 
'National Enquirer' and will now 
be televised on 'That's Incredible. ' ­
Mrs. Landrum was hypnotized for 
both interviews. "If you're telling 
the truth you're not afraid to be 
hypnot�ed. If you're telling a lie 

then you're afraid the lie will come 
out, ' '  she said. 

Mrs. Landrum's reason for talk­
ing to the media is that she wants 
to find out what the object was and 
who is responsible for it . "I wish if 
anybody knew about it they'd come 
forward," she said. · . 

She said they reenacted the ex­
perience and filmed it just like it 
happened. ' 'There is nothing I 
wouldn't  go through or do to find 
out what it was and why it was 
there . Somebody's got to be 
responsible for our doctor bills . "  

n 
jacket to hold the door handle as it 
was so hot. 

Mrs. Landrum added that her 
handprints a r e  still on the 
dashboard of Mrs. Cash's car. 

As the object moved across the 
sky, she said that they drove for 
about fove or six minutes toward 
F .M.2100 and that they all counted 
between 20 and 23 helicopters 
following it,some with two sets of 
blades. They couldn't gef an ac­
curate number she said, because of 
the way the helicopters were mov­
ing, they couldn't be sure that they 
were missing one or counting one 
twice. 

They were still able to see the ob­
ject and the helicopters as they 
reached Highway 146 and even as 
they came on into Dayton up to the 
new bank, she said. 

They had decided not to tell 
anyone about the incident because 
of the way they thought people 
would react to such a story, she 
said. She did not even tell her hus­
band, Ernest, until three days later 
when she had to put Mrs. Cash in 
the hospital in Houston. 

She and Colby got sick that 
night,and Mrs. Landrum said that 
when she went to check on Mrs. 
Cash the next day, she found her in 
bed with lumps on her neck and 
head and blisters on her body. She 
said that she wasn't even able to 
get up to get a drink of water. 

She said that she took Mrs. Cash 
to her house and three days later 
admitted her to Parkview Hospital 

, in Houston. 
Mrs. Cash spent five weeks in the 

hospital and Mrs. Landrum said 
that the doctors couldn't find out 
what was wrong with her.  

· Itowever, she said, that two doc­\ tors say they believe it to be a sort 
of radiation poisoning. 

Mrs. Cash began to lose her hair 
about 10 days after the incident 
and did lose all of it. Mrs. Landrum 
said that she is now living in 
Alabama with her mother because 
she can't take care of herself. 

Mrs. .Landrum said that they 
have received an enormous 
amount of help from J ohn 
Schuessler, a project manager for 
M c D o n n e ll-Douglas w h o  

' volunteers parttime for a non­
profit organization, Vehicles Inter­
nal System Investigating Team 
(VISIT) .  
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· .women, child say they 
saw ship, 23 helicopters 

a friend, Betty Cash, 57, aq of Day­
ton - have · f iled formal requests 

. with the federal government under 
DA YTON · - V i c k i e  · Land ru m the Freedom of Information Act 

't  ext)ect everybody to buy her · (FOIA) for any reports involving 
y that a UFO flanked by 23 the i ncident. . · 

i l i tary helicopters doused her and The three wan t  to file a per-Sonal 
others with rad iation on ·a de- · injury lawsuit  against the govern­

ted East Texa� road one night  ment, in effeet alleging hit-and-run, 
December. to .recover what they said was more 

"I never believed in UFOs before, than $ 15,000 in medical bills i n­
t her, " she said, suddenly sitting .curred because of the alleged radi-
right in the chair of her home. "I ation ex posure. But their lawyer, 

a religious person ." Peter Gersten of  New .York City, 
But the local police chief. Tony acknowledged it would be difficul t . 

rring, a friend for 30 years, · .suing without any concrete proof 
for her credibil ity. Records that the governmen t . was involved, 

Parkway Hospita l  . in Houston much _less that it was responsible for 
. umen t the 'fading eyesight, skin the UFO. . . 

isters, recurring headaches and · " I f  the government says we haye 
porary loss of hair she says he no . reports, I'm' afraid that's the end 

experienced ., There are other of it :unless someone, perhaps · a pi-
tnesses. A state agency is investi - lot, comes. forward, ' '  he said.  · 

ting. Professional UFO watchers · So far the milita ry hasn't re-
excited. 

.... 
I 

srxmded formally t� the FOIA re-
"It's one of th·e· most significan t  q u es �s ,  b u t  s po k e s m e n  for t h e  
ses · we have," �id Dr. J .  Allen Army, Navy a n d  Air Force, a s  well 

nek, head of the Center for UFO as the Defehse Department, said last 
es in Evanston! Ill . "The m.edi- week they �ow nothing about it. 

documentation i s  im p ressive . "I keep getting c?lls on this," said 
certainly falJ;; in the category Maj. Tony Geishauser, the spokes­

-a close encounter.". . . . · " man �or Fort Hood, an Army base 
All this was rn.ore � tharf enough 1 60 mi�es- northw�.st : that" just hap· 

the National Enquirer, the sen- pens t� have several .nundred heli­
tional tabloid. to run the s.tory last copters of the sort described by Mrs. 

th u ncle '1U i ti -color. ton-of- La ndrum, "We did not 

tate 
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I 

sa tioi1a l t.<Jblo1d, to run the btory l.1�t 
mon t h  under a m u l t i -color, top-of­
t he - ( ro n t - pugc hcad l i n.c . That i s  
h o w  ''Scientist at N ASA Con fi rms 
U l•'O  Terrorizes and Burns 3 Tex­
�ns" came to greet m i l l ions of su­
J?Crmarkct shoppers across the na­
tion 'the week o f  Aug.  1 1 . 

Thc> scien tist involved is John F. 

. - Staff map 
Site was near New Caney 

Schuessel, an engineer for McDon­
nell  Douglas Cqrp. at the N ASA 
Johnson Space Center in Houston. 
who, as a hobby, has been investi­
gating UFO sightings around Hous­
ton for 15 years. · Contrary to the 
sugg�stion in  the Enqulrer headline, 
h is sleuthing' activities have no con ­
nection at a l l  with NASA. 

"There ' is no doubt at all that 
som e t h i n g  h a ppened , "  h e  sa i d .  
"And there i s  l i ttle doubt that the 
three persons were exposed to rad i ­
ation." He said he h a s  other. w i t ­
nesses w h o  saw ·either: helicopters o r  
the U F O  - b u t  not bo t h  together 
- and medical experts to support 
the radiq.tion claim. However, citing 
their desire for privacy, he refused 
to release their . names, including 
t h ose of t.he experts: . ._ 

Schuessel said there. are on
.
ly two 

possi ble expianations for the i nci­
den t .  "Eit her the helicopters were 
cha.si ng the object, or else they were 
fl ying with _i t ," he said.  "In either 
case t he· federal governmen t sl)ould 
know something." He is preparing a 
paper on the incident to be present­
ed .at' a UFO conference in Chicago 
Sept. 26. 

Lawyers for the three - Mrs. 
Landrum, 52; her 7 -year-old grand­. son� Colby, who lives with her; and 

copters o r  me son ucscn oca oy lVl rs. 
· Lu ndrum, "We d id not have any 
choppers up tha t nig h t  in !':ast Tex­
as. " he said. 

'The on ly governmental reaction 
so far has been from the Texas De­
pa rtmen t of Health , whose Bureau 
o f  Radiation Control is conducting 
an invest igation at the req uest of a 
loca l legislator. 

" It's highly doubtful we're going 
to f ind anything. but we're loo.k­
ing," said departmen ta l  investigator 
Russ Meyer. 

Mrs. Lan,drum is sure of what she 
saw and what she felt. · 

·"It was a · UFO and we were 
zapped, "  she said. . . 

In separate interviews, she and 
Mrs.  Cash gave this account: 

· Mrs. Landrum , and Colby were 
riding with Mrs. · Cash in her car 
about 9 p.m. on · Dec. 29 along a · 

lonely, two-lane stretch of FM 1 485 
n e_a r N ew C a n e y ,  · M o n tgo m e ry 
Coun ty, about 30 miles northeast of 
Houston. About three m (les ahead 
th�y could see some sort of ··light in  
the air, occasionally obscured . by 
trees. As they drew nearer they 
could see i t  was some sort of object 
with orange a nd red flame comi ng 
from �he bottom. 

"Suddenly it got real · bright," 
Mrs. Landrum said . "We could see 
the object maybe . 30 feet above the · 
ground . I screamed for Betty to 
stop. Then I said. 'Betty you might 
as well face it - this is i t . ' " 

Mrs. Cash said .. "I thought this 
was going to be i t."  

What they said they saw was a 
meta l l ic, d i a m on d -s h a ped o bject 
w i th no visible markings, hovering 
anywhere from 25 to 50 feet above 
the ground . Mrs.  Landrum said the 
object was 25 feet. high and 12 feet 
across, al though .M rs. Cash said i t  
was much large'r, perhaps 50 feet 
l)igh and 25 feet across. 

· 

The women said they got out of 
t he car to l�k at the object. . 

"The road was too narrow to turn 
around and we were ·blinded by all 
the l ight," Mrs. Cash said.  She said 
the car became very hot. "An i m­
pression of Vickie's hand is still im� . 
bedded in my dash," she said. 

· Aftet about four minutes the ob­
ject rose, b�thing - .p1e 'three onlook­
ers in heat, and 11eaded in a south-

- U P t  Photo 

Vickie Landrum never believed in UFOs before an experience in December 

ern direction but not over the ro�d. 
' ' It  was going · a\yay from the road , 
so we kept ·going i n  the same direc­
tion, toward Dayton:," Mrs. Cash 
said .  

It was then they first noticed the 
helicopters buzzing about. "They 
seemed to be following the object," 
M rs. Landr:-um said, "and trying to 
stay out of each other's way." 

seen l:H�ad i n g. so uth west tow a rd 
Houston.  The -women said the en­
counter lasted perhaps 20 minu tes. 

When they arrived · in  Dayton, 
about 1 5  miles southeast, the wom­
en said they agreed no.t to tell any­
one about the i ncident, not even 
Mrs. Landrum's h usband. "Frankly, 
I thought I was crazy," Mrs. Lan­
d ru m  said. 

�I don 't belieye for a n1inute that the UFO was 
jron1 another planet. I just don't  believe ln it. ' , ,) - V ickie Landrum 

She said t he helicopters were rel ­
a tively large, twin-rotor craft, but 
she could see no markings: Mrs. 
Cash said she and Colby counted at 
least 23 of them. ' 

· 

Sch uessel said the three persons · 
described perfectly a Boeing-Vertol 

· Chi nook helicopter, w hich are used 
by both the Army · and the . Air 
Force. "There are civilian Chinooks 
around, but . not 23 of them in one 
place," he said. . 

:fl'lnally the UFO wi.th the he�cop­
ters disappeared from sight .  Mrs. 
Landrum saiq the . fleet was las·t 

But within hours, they said,  ali 
three began to be violently ill V{ith 
stomach cramps and diarrhea . .  

"She was i n · pretty b�d shape. 
The · doctors though t  she was going 
to die," · Mrs. Landrum said of Mrs. 
Cash . . Finally when doctors could 
not d iagnose the i l lness, the women 
broke their vow of si lence and told 
the doctors what had happened . 
"They seemed relieved that we had 
some sprt of explanation�" . Mrs. 
Cash recalled. · 

They said the eyesight of a l l  
three deteriorated rapidly. "I  never 

had to wear glasses before, but nc 
I ' m  on my third set,"  Mrs. Ca 
said . She said Colby, who for a tir 
ex perienced nigh tmares from t 

. incident, also had to start weari. 
glasses. 

"I sti l l  break out in water bliste 
. I get awful headaches and I ca: 

take a hot bath," she· said. "I'll pre 
· ably go back into the hospital ne 

week." 
. On the suggestion of Police Ch1 

Warring, w ho . last week called M 
Landrum � ·truth ful and reliablE 
the women in February called 
UFO hotl ine i n  Washington. · Th 
brought Schuessel into the case. 

I 
While grateful for publicity, 

said he wasn't  al.together pleas 
that the National Enquirer, as w 
as a nother s u perma rke t ta bloi 
G lobe, picked up on the sto1 
which has received scan t  mention 
the Te�as press. 

"We may have a credibili ty pre 
lem," he said. 

· Both he and the women lean 
the . explanation t hat the· UFO "' 
some sort of military project. 
don't believe for a minute that t 
UFO was from another plane 
Mrs. Landrum said. "I  just don't l 
l ieve in it ."  .. 

.... , ----
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;�tate ,p . I � � i!' ·. 

rivate agencies . p obing 
cla i� f UFO encoun er 

the Texas Department of Health and three private agencies � inv�igating reports that two Dayton women and a child 
y ha�e been exposed to an unidentified flying object and 
ered radiation exposure as a result. 

· ' lt was a cold, cloudy evening on Dec. 29 when Vickie Lan­. ... , 57, a waitress, and her former employer, Betty Cash, 52, r� � owner of a cafe in Dayton, and Mrs. Landrum's 7-year-old 
·: ·�ndson, Colby Landrum, were. driving from New Caney tq 

yton. . 
• ... �ong an uninhabited stretch qf FM 1485, about 30 miles 
'< · st of Houston near Huffman and about 15 miles west of itl, they spotted something strange. "I saw a long, red · -in the sky about three miles ahead," said Mrs. Landrum. !S )tying to figure out what it was ."  

Aid that within minutes the object was in front of them. 
:rtaridrum said she screamed at Mrs. Cash to stop the car ).. tJrey all jumped out. . , ..... "�b'yl�who lives with Mrs. Landrum, ran back to the car a 

(�\I�ter and hid on the floorboard, said Mrs. Landrum. : .� A . ... t ��� :.� .. , 
.. .... ......... . , ' .·. t ' !. · J?rg an uninhabited stretch of 

·. ' . . 
�: f; __ : 1485, about 30 mi les north-

.. ... . y (. 
�����st of Houston near Huffman 
� ::�ia1d. about 15  miles west of Day-� ..... . . ... \ ·�2J��: they s potted something 

*f',. ....,. 
� -_$�range. " I saw a long, red thing 

' � in the sky about three nii les 
. . :: ahead/' said Vickie Landrum. " I  
, .. 
: : � · ·was trying to . figure out what it 
; .lo' ' . 

' ., . -

· �  wa�s." 
; :� f, 

'
' . 

J. 
� · she said she remained outside about four minutes and Mrs. 
• �Cash, the driver, got the closest to the object and watched it 
, lor about 10 minutes. 

·• "It was diamond-shaped and as tall as a water tower," Mrs.  
4 

·�ndrum said. "It was a dull, gray metallic color, and it just 
{flocited there ."  

.� She' 'said red-orange flames were intermittently spewing 
, : from the. bottom and that it produced a noise she will never 
· ·Jorget. '.'It made a roaring sound like a flame throw�r an� then 
�gt\�itctled beeps. It had a flammable smell, like lighter 

"']1tlid/' 'She said. The heat, she said, was so intense that it 
� ·caused sweat to pour off her and her companions. 
: :  "It was so bright. The glow lit everything up. It was as if the 
· fWhole woods was on fire," she said. 
�. As·; the object began heading to the northwest, said Mrs. 
:Landrum, she saw large, double-rotary helicopters following · 

· ·:.it. She said she and her grandson counted about 23 helicopters. 
: ;  "It ( the object ) was a monstrous thing. It seemed like it was 
' navTng trouble flying, and so it would let out those flames and 
�· lfieri:sfioot up again while making. that shrill beeping sound." 
���Mr.$., _Cash, a divorc�. �ho· is no":_ staying �ith her elderly 

· , �otbe� in Fairfield, Ala. - · . :,; � ...Mr.s .• CC!sh . �ent to J\la9a�a _r�ntly to rec�perat� from 
...> tu1-h's, blisters; ·weakness,.diarrnea, headaches, eye problems 
·.i �riillo�spf hair·� all probl�ms she attribut�s to her �ncounter 
;· QVj��� flying object. Mrs. Cash lost about 50 percent of her ��if�nd had to be hospitalized twice after the sighting. �� .!'�· �ndrum said she had similar symptoms, but to a ��� �gree ; Colby was nauseated and had "kind of a bad :�.�' .. .... . : " They say the degree of illness corresponded to the 
.. r . .... .. . 

length of time each was · outside the car and bathed in the 
bright light. . . . . , 

"I felt so hot inside as if I was burrung from the ms1de out, 
Mrs. Cash said. "The' light blinded me so much that I couldn't 
see to back the car up and we were afraid to go under the 
object. ' '  

The two women and boy initially made a pact not to  tell 
anybody about what they had s,een because they felt they 
would not be believed. · 

"It was just too weird to mention, but we didn't know then 
that we had been hurt,"  said Mrs. Landrum. · 

By 1 a.m. that night, Mrs. Landrum said both sqe and her 
grandson had blistered as if badly sunburned and both suffer-
ed from nausea and diarrhea. . 

• iwe were starving for water. Just couldn't get enough and 
couldn't stand a warm bath. It had to be cold, for-weeks after 
that. Didn't like being near a stove or hot food," she said. . 

She said that two days later she visited Mrs. Cash, �ho hved 
alone and found her so weak she could not get a glass of 
wate�. Mrs. Landrum said part of Mrs. Cash's body was 
covered with egg-sized knots and bliste:s.  !"frs. Cash was 
hospitalized the next day at Parkway Hospital m Houston. 

The trio broke their secrecy pact then and told doctors atx?ut 
the incident. Mrs. Landrum also reported it to Dayton Police 
Chief Tommy Waring. · . 

Waring said he has known Mrs. Land�m for about 30 years 
and "after talking to her for 35 or 40 mmutes, you kne� she 
was reporting what she thought she saw. She appeared highly 
nervous and upset . "  . . - . . ,  Mrs. Landrum said her hair began to  "come out m wads 
and her eyesight began failing about three week� after . the 
incident. She then sought medical attention. H�r ha1r has smce 
regrown, though she says it now has a burnt, fnzzled texture. 

The three have been interviewed by John F. Schuessler,  a 
mechanical engineer employed as McDonnel-Dougla�· proj�t 
manager for �pace flight operations in Clear Lake City. He 1s 

-- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------� 



investlgatmg her case in his capacity as a volunteer with the 
Mutual UFO Network. 

He and Dr. J. Allen Hynek, founder of the Center for UFO 
Studies in Evanston, Ill . ,  say the Dayton incident is the most 
significant sighting-that has occurred in the Houston area in 10 

u lt {the obiect) was a monstrous . -
thing. It seemed l ike it was hav­
ing trouble flying, a nd so it 
would let out those flames and 
then shoot up again while mak­
ing - that .shri l l  beeping sound/1 
said Betty Cash, a divorcee who 
is now staying with her elderly 
mother in Fai rfield, Ala. 

years. "That's because there is something you can actually 
examine afterward - the physical injuries," said Schuessler. 

Dr. P.B. Patil, a specialist in cardiology and internal medi­
cine, said he and his colleagues hospitalized Mrs. Cash twice 
at Parkway Hospital in Houston for a total of about 3% weeks. 
"She definitely had a bad burn on her face and her hair came 
out in clumps in two or three areas," he said. 

He said consultants were called in, but "we cannot say for 
sure what caused it," though he would not rule out radiation 
exposure. 

Dr. Steve Chandler, a Liberty optometrist, treated Mrs. 

Dayton Pol ice C h ief · Tom my 
Waring said he has - known Mrs. 
Landrum for about 30 years and 
11 after ta lking to her for 35 or 40 
minutes, you knew ,she was re- . 

. . 

porting what she thought she 
saw. She appeared h ighly nerv­
ous arid upset.11 

Landrum for a puffy, red eyes. "There was quite a bit of 
irritation and swelling, redness due to some type of burn 
around the eyes, but I don't know the cause of it , ' '  he said, 
acknowledging that her eyesight has worsened. He said ail 
allergy -to sunlight, chemicals and other things could have 
causOO the same symptoms as radiat,i�n. 

Dr. James Easley, a Houston radiologist, examined the 
women more than six months after the incident but said his 
results were not conclusive because he saw the women so late. 

Schuessler has two theories about the sighting: Either the 
object came from another planet or it was an experimental, 
totrsecret U.S. government project. 

To substantiate the trio's story, Schuessler has gathered 
reports from several persons ih the area who also say they saw 
something strange. � 

On that same night, Angie Stanley, 26, a Dayton postal clerk, 
was coming home from New Caney on FM 1485 about 13 miles 
west of Dayton. "I saw a really bright light in the sky pretty 
far away," she said. "It looked like the bright headlights of a 
car on an oval-shaped thing. "  · 

Jerry McDonald, 24, an oil field roughneck, also witnessed 
something strange that night from his home in Dayton. "I  
heard a sound like a rumble, and I thought i t  was the Goodyear 
blimp," he said. "It was kind of triangular or diamond-shaped 
and had two twin · torches that were shooting brilliant blue 
flames out the back. ' '  He said it also had two bright lights on it 
and a red light in the center as it passed about 150 feet above 
him. 

Belle Magee, 55, a bakery clerk, was in her home in East­
gate, about eight miles west of Dayton, when she looked out 
and saw a bright light heading in the direction .of New Caney . 

. " It was bright, like the light of a football field, but up in the 
sky,l '  she said. 

Dayton police .officer L.L. Walker was off duty arid driving 
home from Cleveland, five miles north of Dayton -on FM 321, 
when he saw several large helicopters flying in formation. He 
says he is not sure of the exact date, but thinks it may have 
been Dec. 29. · 

To jog Mrs. Landrum's memory, she was hypnotized twice 
by Dr. R. Leo Sprinkle, a psychologist and director of counsel­
ing and testing at the University of Wyoming. Sprinkle has 
studied about 250 persons who have reported UFO sightings 
during the last 20 years. -� 

Under hypnosis,_ Mrs . .  Landrum did not reveal any ne� 
details, he said, but she did not alter her story, either. 

"She showed very dramatically what her feelings were as . 
she relived it," he said. "She kept pulling on her blouse and 
cradling her arm like she was holding Colby close. She said 
she thought it was the end of the world and Jesus was coming 

· out of the light." . "' 

. Sprinkle said there is ·no· way to know if a person is hypn<>;­
tized, "but based on my 15�yea� experience, she was - or else 
she has been taking acting- lessons. " Hypnosis recall does not 
prove an incident happened, he said, but "it's her truth, what 
the individual thinks is true."  : 

At the request of state Rep. Larry Browder, D-Coldspring, 
the Texas Department of Health's Bureau of Radiation Control 
is investigating the Dayton incident. ; 

"We came into this thing fairly late in the game," said Russ 
Meyer, manager of the state's public health department in 
Houston. • · 

On Sept. 16, he drove the stretch of road where the sighting 
is supposed to have occurred. His radiation detection equitr 
ment did not find any traces of rerniJant radiation in the area. 
�e also took soil samples, but testing of them· is not complete 
yet. ' 

" If there had _been radio�ctive contamination in large 
amounts, some would still be'-left there," he said. However, he 

-. · said certain types of ·radiation - such as ultraviolet light, · infrared light .and low�ilergy x;-rays - might not leave any 
residual traces . · 

Meyer has recommended that the trio's medical records be 
reviewed by the state health department's medical advisory 
board. Specialists, he said, could differentiate between radia­
tion and symptoms that could be attributed to such things as 
chemical toxins . . 

The helicopters, as described by the women, would appear 
to be CH47 Chinooks, u·sed by the military as troop carriers. 
However, spokesmen for the Army and National Guard, both 
of which keep helicopters in the Houston area, said there are 
no records of military helicopters being flown on Dec. 29. 

Attorney Peter Gersten of the Bronx, N.Y. , representing 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy·, said he is interested in the 

· Dayton women ·and- "particularly interested in things to do 
with the military. " 

, TVlo - weeks ago, he sent letters to the National Guard and 
U.S. Air Force headquarters requesting information on heli­
copters which may have been involved with the "startling 
encounter of a UFO" near Dayton and requesting all records 
they might possess on the subject. ' 

Military authorities said his letter has been forwarded to 
their legal departments. 
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Final of three parts 

Encounters with fiery diamond 
By CHUCK STEVICK 
Texas City Sun Reporter 

FRIENDSWOOD-"It  looked l ike a 
diamond of fire," Vickie Landrum told the 
investigators. 

Vickie, her grandson, and another woman 
encountered the "diamond of fire" along a 
deserted Texas highway the night of Dec. 29, 
1980. 

They have not been the same since. 
"This has been a very traumatic event for 

them, "  says John Schuessler of VISIT, the 
Vehicle Internal Systems Investigative 
Team. 

' 'All of them are partially blind at this 
time," says Schuessler. That is on top of other 
medical problems, including hair loss, 
diarrhea, excessive amount of tooth decay;  
and the periodic appearance of  .sores. 

According to Schuessler, the three show 
symptoms of "extreme radiation exposure ."  
He told this story : 

Their problems started a cool, winter 
evening about two-and-a-half years ago. 
Vickie, 57, and her seven-year-old grandson 
Colby Landrum were traveling with Betty 
Cash, ·51 on the Cleveland-HUffman road just 
north of L ake Houston. They were on their 
way horne in  Dayton after finding the hall 
they'd gone to to play bingo was closed. 

Suddenly, just ahead of them on the rode , 
hovering, was the ' 'diamond of fire ."  

The object was so bright, i t  was hard to  look 
at .  Flames belched from its bottom. With 
each blast of flames, the object would rise ; 
"'·hen the blast stopped, it would drop. 

Things began to get hot . . .  
Betty Cash, fearing that if they got any 

closer they might be burned alive, stopped the 
car in the middle of the road. The three got 
out for a closer look . 

Terrified, Colby immediately jumped back 
into the automobile, screaming. His screams 
finally enticed his grandmother back into the 
car. 

Meanwhile, Betty walked to the front of the 
·car for even a closer look at the bright object.­
After much pleading from Vickie, she 
returned to the driver's side of the car. 

The car had become so hot, the woman had 
to use her leather jacket as a hotpad to open 
the door and climb in. 

The temperature outside that night had 
been reported to be about 40 degrees. Inside 
the car, its occupants began to swe;,It, and the 
air conditioning had to be turned on. 

Throughout the sighting, the three people 
were aware of att irregular beeping noise. 

The object rose to the southwest, and 
disappeared from sight. 

Relieved that they were all apparently 
"safe and sound," the threesome continued 
their journey hom�, turning right onto FM 
2100. 

Ahead of them, in the sky, was the object , 
again. It was surrounded by a large number 
of helicoptors, later identified as CH-47 
Chinooks, the double-rotor type used by the 
military. 

The sky was filled with helicoptors, flying 1 
all around the object. Betty , Vickie, and Colby 
counted more than 20 of them. 

They were noisy. "The helicoptor roar was 

like a tornado,"  said Vickie.  
This time none of the three got out of the car 

for a closer look . They sped home, leaving the 
"diamond of fire" and the helicoptors behind. 

Almost  i mmedia tely their medical  
probiems became apparent. 

When Betty dropped Vickie and Colby off at 
their home in Dayton, Vickie commented, 
"My head hurts. I'm sick . "  

Betty was even sicker. Along with an ex­
cruciating headache, she, she became 
nauseated, her eyes · swelled shut, and red 
blotches appeared all over her head .  The next 
morning, she didn't  get out of bed .  

The other two suffered similar problems, 
says Schuessler. They became red as beets, 
and developed a severe case of diarrhea that 
lasted seven Weeks. It was so bad for . Colby, 
he had to wear a diaper to school. 

Things got worse. Betty had to be 
hospitalized, where she was treated as if she 
was a burn patient. Most of her hair, which 
was quite lush, fell out, as did some of 
Vickie's. 

During this time, Betty lost patches of skin 
on her face, and for several weeks thereafter 
Colby had nightmares about the helicoptors. 

With regards to the helicoptors, Schuessler, 
a former NASA engineer who is regarded an 
expert in UFO study, checked with Houston 
International Airport and state military in­
stal lations, with little results. 

Beyond 15 miles from the airport, 
helicoptors are requ ired to remain below 
1 ,800 feet, which is too low for Houston radar 
to pick up. 

None of the milita ry installations would 

admit to having helicoptors on a mission in 
the Houston area that night. 

What the VISIT investigators did find out 
was this : 

About four hours after the original Cash­
Landrum sighting, an off-duty police officer 
and his wife reported 12 GH-47 coptors flying 
over the area, searchlights scanning the 
earth. 

"There was some kind of helicoptor 
operation that night, ' '  says Schuessler. 

Also, VISIT determined that there is a 
secret helicoptor unit in the military which 
operates where it wants to in this country. 
VISIT also found that the unit was in Texas 
the night of Dec. 29, 1980. 

However, exactly where the unit was and� 
what it was doing is classified information. 

Meanwhile, the health of Betty Cash, and 
Vickie and Colby Landrum continues its. . 
downward slide. Their future is yet to be : 
detennined. 

"They really deserve help, "  says . 
Schuessler. 

He grits his teeth with frustration. "There 
is no such thing as a UFO, according to 1Jie . 
government," he says. "And the hellcopfors 
weren't there, according to the government. 
And yet the people got huli. ' '  

What exactly was the Cash-Landrum 
sighting, Schuessler wonders. 

Was it a UFO? 
Was it a UFO intercept? 
Or could it have been an agreed meeting 

between a UFO and the helicoptors? 
"It's a mystery," he says. 
And the investi�ation continues. 
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B V UFO N EAR C-JOUSTON 
b y  Patricia A .  Shaw 

CLOSE ENCOUNTER OF TliE SECOND I( IND V I S I T  wi l l  continue to wort 
w i th the Landru-. ' s  and Setty Cash. 
They w i l l 1100n i tor the i r  hea l th ,  
keep i ng U b s  o n  s l eep i ng hab i ts , 
we i gh t ,  s i z e ,  p�ys i o l og i c a l  changes 
of any sort, etc . Al so the search 

The fol l ow i ng three categ o r i e s  
of U F O  reports were devel oped b y  O r .  
J . Al l en· Hynek , D i recto r  o f  the 
Center for UFO S tu d i e s  (CUFOS ) I n  
Evanston, I l l i no i s . 
CE I C l ose Encou n ter of the F i rs t  

K i nd .  A UFO w i tne ssed w i th i n  
5 00  feet. 

C E  I I  C l ose Encounter o f  the Second 
K i n d .  A C£ I s i gh t ing that 
resu l ts i n  erivt r�n�nta l 
changes such a s :  phy s i ca l  
trace s ,  phy s i o l og i c a l  con­
sequences , and e 1 ectromag­
ne t i c  effec t s .  

C E  I I I  Cl ose Encounter o f  the Th I rd 
K i nd .  Encounter w i th 1 t v i ng 
en t i t l e s . ( Crea ture s ,  
Humano i d s ,  etc . )  

Ot•r o t  the mo s t  s tart! i ng C E  I I  
ca se s  I n  111 0 h i s tory has happen ed i n  
our own ba,k y u d  nea r Hu ffman ,  Tex a s  
(a;>prox t ma tel y 2 0  m i l es northeast o f  
Houston ) . T h e  w i tnesses t wo  women a n d  
a young boy susta i ned phys i c a l  I nj u r i e s  
a ss i gne d t o  t h e  symptomHo l ogy of 
rad ia t ion s i ckness and phys ica l bu rns .  

Researchers work i ng o n  the ca se 
bel i eve they were exPOsed to Ul tra v i o­
l e t  and sof t X-ray ra d i a t ion. The 
phys i c a l  e f fec ts i nc l uded: nausea , 
vomi t i ng ,  headaches , l o ss of ha i r ,  
swe l l t ng o f  fl esh , bl i sters , and a 
l o s s  of appet i te . 

On Oecerrber 29 , 1 980 , Betty Ca s h ,  
V i cky Landn.un and her 7-yea r ol d grand­
son Col by were tra ve l i ng on Hl ghwdy 
1485, go i ng from He.,.. Caney to Da y ton , 
TeH s .  The t i me  wa s approx i ma � e l y  
9 : 00  p .m. · 

Unexpec ted l y  an i n tense 1 l ght 
descended to tre�top l eve l em i t t i ng 
redd i sh-orange f l ame �

· 
from i t ' s  

�se . Accon:pa ny i ng the 1 t gh t was a 
•...noosh l ng• sound, then i n tennl t tent 
be'!ping took p l a'e a n d  the 1 i ght 
IOW'!red i t Hl f ove r the roa d ,  hover­
i ng c l ose to the ground, l!l<l k  i ng I t  
iiiY,..os s i b l e  to pa n I n  sa fr. ty . I t  
became c l ea r to the occupants r t d­
inq in the 1980 Cu tl a H Supreme 
that It was no t a 1 i ')h t  t.u t an 
ob jec t :  g l ow i n g ,  f i ery,  d i arnond­
sh�Pf!d. Wh i l e  reH i n'J nea r the 
rQ.I d  the object dh,huged f l u>e s  
per i o d i ca l l y .  

Be t ty, V i c k y ,  a n d  Co l by g o t  
out of t h e  r. a r  to l r.'lk a t  the 
ob j.,c t .  Co l by b�l�,. .. f r i ghtened 
aM r.ni.Ho�;, th'! <. H • l th h i S  
gr-tnrs..,t.twr . b�l t 1  r'!n><l t n  .. d ou t ­
s i tl<! o f  t h �  c a r  for t.hc rt•�ra t l on 
of the � i ') h t l n•J . ( l 'l to 1 5  
D i r.oJte� ) .  

A t  h ·. t t.hP 'lld•,ct ( a pprox t ­
IM tt> l y  I JO f <' � t  I n  f t r>n t ?f thl! 
c a r )  a ·.cPro1,.d I n to t�·· n i1ht \k y ,  
"'l l l rHJ •.- 1 n  ... 1 y  t n  A ·�•,tJ lh•u•, t,t•r l y  
c1 1 ' "' t l rm . R,.•. t y  ,. ... • ,J rn• 1 to 
f':fl • pr ht'f ' ... r ..truJ •,hto c OIJ I 'i  nrJl 
o, ••. n tt·•• rJ,,,,r ... l t t·· ·•J t. u', 1 r•'l 4 
J .... ttu·r ) ·tt k r t  '·" H ro  dn'Jr h.t n 1 1 � .  
H · ,.  1 n t •• r  1 •. r  q f  ) w r  r ,,,- """' ' t.�•ry 
h•. r . i '  ... ., ., " ' ' '  ,..,',olf f l •, turn on 
V t• .t l r  , , ,, ,J t l  · � � · · r . UH· r,u r ... t rh! 
l•.o:ro(ll'r" t " ' "'  w.l ', 1\r/· : If f" ''""''" I I .  

. D R A W I N G  O F  U F O  A S  
D E S C R I B E D  B Y  W I T N E S S E S  

for th t  fl eet o f  he l icopters i s  s t I l l  
going on .  Att!f!l)ts to obt� i n  infor­
N t i on frail rai l i ta ry ba ses have been 
non-pro.:uct ive. The presence o f  
he l i copters sug;est thlt there i s  an 
exp l ana t ion to be had. Why the 
secrecy? 

Th i s  inc i de n t  fs s t i l l  under l nv�tigation by John Schues s l er , 
Deputy !l i rector of HUFOH ( "" tua l UFO Hetwort )  and th� rrerreers of V I S I T  
(Veh i c l e I n ternal Syste.os l n ve s t t ga ­
t l on  Te1m) I n  w'l i ch Mr . Schues s l er 
is a rne� r .  \' ! S I T I s  composed of 

a dozen sc i ent i s ts and engineers. 
I t  is an i ndependent pi"Jject organ i­
u t i on wh ich stud i es phys i ca l data 
received f r011 i n c t eents such u 
CE I I  and CE I I I ' s ,  and a t tl!ftiPtS to 
1 n ter-pr1!t the da ta in tems of the 
technolcgy 'olllich wou l d  produce cer­
ta i n  affects . 

E i ght 1110nths have lapsed s i nce 
th i s  ah n1i ng occurrence. What ha s 
happenM to the wi tne s ses ? How �$ 
th i s  fr igh ten i ng ordeal a f fected 
the i r  1 i ves? Betty I s unabl e  to 
wrt. , suffering constant fatigue tnd 
head4tchu. She owned • sma l l  
res tau ran t tnd l'lu l os t her busi�ss 
forcing her to rove to cal i forn ia 
tnd l i ve w i th her son. V i cky stt 1 1  
ha s  troub l e  with her eyes. Colby ' s  
n i ghtmares have a l m s t  d i stppurtd 
and through the he 1 p of others he 

--------------------------- has overcOIIII! h i s  fur of he1 1C09-

As the 1 lght d i m i n i shed , a 
l a rge number of h e l icopters en tered 
the area and pursued the cra f t .  
Wha t  a r e  an e s t i ma ted 20 hel i ­
copters do i ng in th i s  a rea ? 
Where d i d  they come from? The 
que s t i on rru s t  be a s ked : I s  th i s  
a UFO i nc i den t o r  a m i  l l tary 
maneuver? 

The n i g h tma re con t i nue s .  
Betty drov'! away from the scene 
and dropp'!d V i c k y  and C o l by o f f  
a t  the i r  h ?me ,  re tu rn t nq to 
her re•. ldencc dec i d c l y  1 1 1 .  A 
ha l f- hour • f ler the event , she 

devel oped bl i sters on her sca l p and 
face. Her eye 1 Ids swe l l ed and were 
cemented shut for a w'!ek . H�r ear­
l ot.es and n�ck W"re �wo l l en , her 
face pe� l e 1 , patr.hes of ha I r  dropped 
OU t .  e� tlj Wd � p 1 �9UPo1 by �evere 
ht��o1ad•� s .  vnm i t l n') �no1 l o� �  of 
a ppe t i te .  �he entr.r-.1 the hiJ s p l ta l  
a n d  re���o� l neo1 there f o r  f l f t•O!n day s ,  
011 l y  t o  re tu rn f o r  a d1 1 t t ona l trca t ­
'I"Cn t .  

V l r. � y  exp>!rl �nr. �1 l • H  I l i n'! ' �  
tha n B•· t l y .  �"IN! h• l r  f e l l ou t  a n d  
sh� l r;•,t lh� s t 1h t  I n  on•· ey� 
l•·•�•n r • r l l t . Th ! �  I� • • t r i iN t�d to 
t h•• f .t r. t  t�-t t. V I 1. Y t  W·t ", ln .. , t r!� U.,,. 
c u  wh lP r: .. l t y  • H  H-tntl tnq  ou t -. t de 
tl�;r l n•; thP ·. i •Jht  l n<J . 

V I r �  1, � � l n>n•} l y  o o• l l •j lo•H 
P'' ,. �'Ht i l'l ·. · · p r •• l t· • !  t t •· l •v r ·nt. "': U11� 
s .. '.llllt� (t,ll \ tiiJ .an•J Wd \ h i 'Jh l y  AIU fOU� • 

. JJA.) .  

Urs. 

Colby suffered Minor phy s i cal 
d i s t u rbances in COI'"�a r i son to the 
two women . After t, e encounte r ,  
s torr.a C:1aches a n d  seve re d i a rrhea 
ensue d .  He d i spl ayed u treme 

Th i s  CE I I  ca se has rec e i ved 
na ti onal a tten t i on . In Ju l y , the '
w i tnessu were interv i ewed by ..cers 
of the popuhr TV progrtrn "THAT ' S  
IHCJ!ED I �LE" and the show w i l l be 
a i red at the s ta rt of the new v i N­
I ng season I n  Oc tobe r .  . anx i e ty a t  t h l!  s i ght o r  sound o f  

a h e l  ! copter a nd w a s  subject to 
terri fyl ng n i gh tma re s . 

. .  S o l i d a r i t y  
Across The G a l a x i e s  

. * 

L0ca t i 0n :  53�4-A Uc 1 1 J i rc ,  C . U . U .  
T li-IE :  THURSDAYS , 7 : 30-S : OO p . m .  
F�R · I N FGR:�.P.T l ON CAL L :  ( a ft�r  4 : 30 p . m . ) 

/� i r e  Vd ccaro -'J l 7- %2fl OR 
. Jo.tnnc G i b ·. o n  -· , ·  : -0 ', /(i ( $ 1 . '10 r.(J : ;r, r :  nr1 roP �10!1 - 1' !  r•; . !Y". ) 

S . A . G .  i s  a non- profi t  educa ­
t i ona l corpora t i on .  I t  i s  for 
those who wi sh to come and sha re 
i nforma t i on abou t UFO ' s  whe ther 
in the d r� am s ta te or ir. the 
phys i ca l , ex tra terre s t r i a l  l i fe ,  h i qhcr i n �e l l i g �nces and con­
sc i ou s n e s s  ra i s i ng .  

WEEKLY  MEETINGS a re hel d a t  
wh i c h  i nv i ted s oe a k � r s  cove r 
top i c s conc ern i n g  UFO ' s a n d  
me taphys i � s . A f ter-�c t i n� 
� P. t - to�r t�ers p r o v i ne an opp0 r ­
tun i ty f o r  v i � i �o r �  t0 l �a rn 
more abou t ou r . prrt,,. ,.. •• ' 
i n t� re � t �  a n �  t � p i c �  cov� r�� 
i n  our nu r: t t n q ·  • .  

N ... . e 

-- -- __ _____________ ___: _______________ � 



CASH*LANDRUM RADIATION CASE 

(Note: This follow-up report is based on a 

presentation to the Sept. 1 98 1  CUFOS 

UFO Conference. The case was initially 

reported in the Apr. 1 98 1  issue, No . 1 58 . )  

The problem of radiation sickness 
caused by UFOs is defined by these 
brief examples: 

October 24, 1 88 7 :  Venezuelan 
family exposed to a brightly lit 
unidentified flying object (UFO) and 
suffered burns, vomiting, hair loss, 
and extensive swell ing. 

May 20, 1 967 :  Canadian prospec­
tor Stephen M ichalak encountered a 
landed UFO and suffered burns, 
nausea, vomi ting, swell ing and an ex­
ten<;ied i l lness . 

October 3 ,  1 973;  Missouri truck 
driver exposed to an extremely bright 
UFO, blinded for days, and had vi­
sion impairment for a year. 

These and hundreds of s imi lar in­
cidents indicate that UFOs are 
seriously affecting people . How can 
these people be helped? What can we 
learn about UFOs by studying these 
human effects? 

A small team of engineers, scien­
tis ts, and medical specialists have 
formed Project VISIT (Vehicle Inter­
nal Systems Investigative T earn), to 
be a clearinghouse for al l  UFO in­
cidents involving medical injury or 
alleged entry into a UFO. VISIT 
members collect and analyze data on 
the physical effects of UFOs on peo­
ple. This scientific and medical data is 
then examined to discover the prob­
able mechanisms of the· UFO. 

The latest entry into the VISIT data 
base occurred on December 29,  1 980, 
when three Texans encountered a 
UFO and suffered severe medical 
consequences . Betty Cash (5 1 ), Vickie 
Landrum (5 7), and Vickie's grandson 
Colby Landrum (7), were driving 
home to Dayton, Texas, on the 
Cleveland-Huffman road just north of 
Lake Houston. I t  was 9 o'clock at  

By John F. Schuessler 

Art ist ' s  Ren d it ion of t h e  Sight i ng 
( By Kathy Sch uess ler) 

night and the road was deserted . The 
first indication of something unusual 
was the presence of a very intense 
light several miles ahead just above 
the p ine trees . Betty remarked about 
the unusual  brightness,. but temporar­
ily lost s ight of i t  due to the many 
trees along the road. 

Suddenly, hovering · over the road 
only a short distance ahead was an 
enormous diamond shaped object .  "It 
was like a diamond of fire," Vickie 
sa id . The glow was so intense they 
could barely stand to look at it. Vickie 
at  first thought it was the fu lfi l lment 
of biblical prophecy and expected 
Jesus to come out of the fire in the 
sky . 

In addition to l ighting the whole 
area like daytime, the UFO period­
ically belched flames downward . 
Fearing they would be burned alive 
Betty s topped the 1 980 Oldsmobile 
Cutlass without leaving the road. 
They al l  got out of the car to get a 

better look at the UFO. Colby was 
terrified and dove back into the. car. 
begging his grandma to get back in. 
too .  V ickie did and comforted Colby . 

Betty stood momentarily by the 
driver's door and then walked for­
ward to the front of the car. After 
m uch p leading by Vickie, Betty fina l­
ly returned to the car. The door han­
dle was so hot she used her leather 
coat as a hotpad to open the door . 
Al though the winter  night air had 
been about 40°F, the heat from the 
UFO caused the wi tnesses to sweat 
and feel so uncomfortable that they 
turned on the car's air conditioner. 

Each time the object would shoot 
flames downward i t  would rise . As 
the flames stopped i t  would drop in 
altitude. The intense glow, however, 
never changed. In addition, the 
threesome heard an irregular beeping 
sound throughout the sighting. 

(con tinued on next page) 
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Radiation, Continued 
Finally, the flames stopped, the ob­

ject rose to the south-west, and was 
lost from sight. Vickie and Colby 
commented that several hel icopters 
could be seen above and beyond the 
UFO. Vickie said with relief, "we're 
safe and we're sound, but I 'm burn ing 
and i t's so hot." 

Betty was directly exposed to the 
object 5 to 10 minutes, Vickie 3 to 5 
m inutes, and Colby only a minute or 
so. As Betty raced homeward she 
turned right on FM 2 1 00. Five 
minutes had lapsed and just ahead 
was the UFO and a large number of 
helicopters . .  "The sky was full of 
helicopters ,"  Betty sa id . Some were 
near the object and others lagged 
behind . She feared the hel icopters 
would collide. They were dazzled as 
they counted more than 20 hel icop­
ters . According ro Vickie, "The 
helicopter roar was like a tornado." 

They sped onward towards home, 
turning on to the Huffman-Eastgate 
road, then to FM 1 960 . By this time 
the object had been in  sight, c l imbing 
into the n ight sky, for another 5 
m inutes. On FM 1 960 the threesome 
were going away from the UFO, but 
could sti l l  observe i t  as a dim inishing 
bright light for 2 or 3 more minutes. 

Unusual Medical Effects 
Betty dropped Vickie and Colby in 

Dayton and anived home at 9 :05 
p .m.  where her friend Wilma was 
waiting. V ickie said as she left the c�r, 
"My head hurts, I'm sick." Betty felt 
even worse . In addition to a terrible 
headache and nausea, her neck began 
to swell and red blotches appeared on 
her face and head. 

December 29th was a turning point 
in the l ives of Betty and Vickie . Betty, 
an unusually energetic woman, had 
plans to open a new restaurant. The 
s ickness that followed ruined those 
plans . For the next four days Betty's 
health degraded. Her eyes swelled 
closed, the red blotches became 
blisters of clear fluid, and she was 
weak w ith diarrhea and nausea .  The 
headaches never ceased . Because Bet­
ty was unable to function, Vickie was 
afraid she would die and set out to 
locate her doctor. 

Sigh t i n g  Locat ion ; I .  Ala_n Holt ;  r. V ick ie  La n d r u m  

Betty C a s h  Show i n g  Ha i r  Loss 

After a number of telephone ca l ls a 
doctor instructed Vickie to take Betty 
to the hospital emergency room 
where the staff received and treated 
her as a burn patient. Over the next 
several days Betty lost patches of skin 
on her face and abou t 50 % of her hair 
fell out. 

After 12 days in the hospital Betty 
went home, even though she had 
shown l i ttle improvement. Her condi­
tion again degraded to the point 

where she returned to the hospital for 
1 5  more days . During the weeks that 
followed the incident, Vickie treated 
herself and Colby with baby oil to 
stop the burning of their faces . Their 
stomach pains and diarrhea stopped 
after a couple of weeks but their eyes 
are apparently permanently damaged 
and treatment continues . Colby had 
nightmares for weeks and was ex-

(continued on next page) 



Radiation, Continued 
tremely frightened by bright l ights in 
the night sky or by helicopters 
anytime. 

SUMMARY OF THE MEDICAL EFFECTS 
Colby Erythema (reddening of the skin) 

Eyes swollen and watery 

Stomach pains 

Diarrhea 

Anorexia (loss of appeti te) 

Some weight loss 

Increase in tooth cavi ties 

Vickie Erythema 

Photophthalmia (eyes swollen, watery, 

and painfu l) 

Vision greatly diminished 

Stomach pains 

Diarrhea 

Anorexia 

Ulceration on the arms, resu lt ing in 

scarring and loss of pigmen tation 

Karatin affected resu lting in fingernail 

damage 

Hair loss 

Hair regrowth of a di fferent tex tu re 

Betty Erythema 

Acute photophthalmia (eyes swollen 

closed, painfu l ,  watery) 

Vision impaired 

Stomach pains 

Vomiting, diarrhea 

Anorexia 

Loss of energy, lethargy 

Scarring and loss of skin pigmen tation 

Excessive hair loss 

Hair regrowth of a d ifferent textu re 

The e lectromagnetic spectrum is 
divided into groups according to 
wavelengths. X-rays and gamma rays 
have very short wavelengths; u ltra­
violet radiation, visible light, and in­
frared have increas ingly longer wave­
lengths. Since the regions overlap, an 
exposed person may su ffer effects of 
more than one region - x-ray and 
u l trav iolet for example.  

Exposure to ultraviolet radia tion 
can . produce photophobia, photo­
phthalmia (arc-eye), edema of the 
eyel ids, and erythema of the sk in .  Ex­
posure to gamma and x-radiation can 
provide a strong general weakness, 
anorexia, nausea, vomiting, apathy, 
severe headache, s leeplessness, and 
dizziness. 

The symptoms provide a clue to 
the type of radia tion exposure. The 
degree of i l lness depends upon the 
type and energy of the radiation, the 

Vick ie  La n d ru m :  Photophobia  Eye Con d it io n  

V ick ie  La n d r u m : Sores Pe rs ist After 8 Mont h s  

dose, amount o f  exposu re, and a num­
ber of other variables. However, 
there is no type of radiation that is not 
potential ly dangerous to the eye. Cer­
ta in ly most of the l isted symptoms 
can be found in the Cash/Landrum in­
cident .  

The Helicopters 
All  the witnesses were interrogated 

separately for information abou t the 
hel icopters . They all agreed there 

were at least 2 0 .  I l lum ination from 
the glowing object clearly showed 
deta i ls of the hel icopters even though 
the night was dark and the moon was 
in the th ird quarter .  At least two dif ­
ferent helicopter models were pres­
ent, but they referred also to the one 
large thing amidst the hel icopters . 

Through use of hel icopter  iden ­
tification charts one model was  clear­
ly identified as the Boeing CH-4 7 

(continued on next page) 
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Radiation, Continued 
Chinook.  Another was identified as 
being similar to the Bell Huey modeL 
but not positively identified as such. 

Each of the witnesses not only 
identified the shape and main charac­
teristics of the Chinook, they also 
pointed out details such as the wheels, 
l ighting pattern, and sounds. 

Contact with the H ouston Interna­
t iona l Airport FAA representative 
provided the following: 

• 3 5 0-400 hel icopters operate com ­
mercia lly in the Houston area. 

• All are single rotor types (no 
Chinooks) . .  

• Helicopter traffic fl ies Visual 
Flight Rules (VFR), consequently they 
do not contact the tower .  

• Beyond 15  miles from the airport 
they must stay below 1 , 800 feet .  

• The Houston radar is l imited to 
2 , 0 0 0 - 2 , 2 0 0  feet arou nd L a ke 
Houston due to the location of an­
tenna. 

Contact with mil i tary installa tions 
was of l i ttle help . Fort Polk, Fort 
Hood, Dallas Naval Air Station, and 
England AFB s tated they did not fly 
into the Houston area that evening. 
The unit operating out of El l ington 
AFB in Houston had landed before 
the sighting time .  Robert Gray Field 
had 1 00 helicopters come in from the 
field at  one time "for effect ,"  but 
claimed to have avoided the Houston 
area . Hence, no one claims the heli ­
copters that fil led the Huffman area 
sky that winter n ight .  

Conclusion 
This incident clearly points up 

several serious conditions. First, when 
a person is involved in a close en­
counter with a UFO they find it  near­
ly impossible to obtain

. 
im mediate 

assistance . The police, newspapers, 
and even doctors receive their plea 
for help with tongue in cheek .  The 
doctors, being unprepared for a 
b izarre account like Betty's, spend a 
lot of t ime trying to determine what is 
wrong, as a standard treatment  
method has  never been defined. 

Second,  m i l i tary orga n izat ions 
could better serve the citizens of the 

D i st i nct ive S i l h o u ette of C H -47 H e l i copter 

United States if they were prepared assist the Houston -based Project 
to relate the nature of objects such as VISIT to conduct the investigation by 
the one at  Huffman and others where providing consu ltants, recommenda -
public safety is at stake . Betty and tions, and data pertaining to s imilar 
Vickie have never said the H u ffman cases . Such coopera tion is in the best 
UFO was a flying saucer wi th l i ttle in terest of all parties involved. 
green men. They believe it was a The investigation continues . The 
government-sponsored operation of fu ture health state of Betty, Vickie,  
some kind . Others that saw and heard and Colby is yet to be determ ined . 
the helicopters that evening have the However, several radiation specia lists 

same feel ing. have given freely of their t ime and 
Third, UFO organizations usually talents to establish a program of 

do not cooperate to the ful lest to help rehabi l i tation and care . Full  trea tment 
the wi tnesses. The H uffman incident is st i l l  lacking because the data on the 
is an exception . The . Mutual UFO source of the problem , the UFO , is 
Network of Seguin,  Te�as, the Center stil l not available . 
for UFO Studies of Evanston,  I l l inois,  Project VISIT members are ava i l -
and the Aerial  Phenomena Research able on call for consultation. The ad-
Organization of Tucson, Arizona, a l l  dress of VISIT is Post Office Box 8 7 7 ,  
cooperated in a responsible manner to Friendswood, Texas 7 75 4 6 .  

(Pho tographs provided by John Schuess ler) 
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Sch·ue·ssler.>:s:eJe·U:S .·. UFO/S . :  
By KAY HUNING 

CLEAR LAKE - Clear Lake Area. resident John F. 
Schuessler investigates Wlidentified flying object (UFO) 
sightings. . 

As a deputy director of the Mutual UFO Network 
(MUFON ) ,  Schuessler recently appeared as a guest on 
the ABC television program Good Morning America. He 
discussed the sighting account and the results of the in-

. estigations of a UFO encounter by three Dayton, Texas 
residents who also were present and interviewed on the 
show. 

Schuessler is founding member of the Seguine-based 
1200 member organization MUFON, an international non­
profit organization that investigates UFO sightings 
throughout the world. He is also a member of MUFON's 
i:>oard of directors and � member of the scientific board of 
the recently organized Center for UFO Studies in · 

Evanston, ill. 
In the Clear Lake Area, Schuessler heads up a small in­

vestigative group called VISIT, the acronym for Vehicle 
Internal Systems Investigation Team. 

One of the objectives of this group of engineers, scien­
tists, and medical specialists is to collect and analyze data 
on the physical effects of UFOs on the people who sight 
�� 

. 
The 1980 sighting, roughly 20 miles north of the HouSton 

Intercontinental Airport, by Dayton residents Betty Cash, 
51 ; Vicki Landrum, 57 ; and ·Landrum's grandson, Colby, 
7, haS demanded a large portion of Schuessler's spare 
�e. . 

According to his report in the November 1981 issue of 
the MUFON UFO Journal, the sighting was made while 
the threesome were on ·their way home to Dayton. Betty 
Cash was driving. 

They were on the Cleveland-Huffman road just north of 
Lake Houston when they noticed a bright light over the 
pine trees several miles ahead. Suddenly,. as they came 
through the trees, the light was just ahead of their car 
hovering over the road. 

Landrum describes the UFO as an enonnous, diamond . 

. of fire that lit up the entire area with an in
b
te

t
�� 

got 
The three initially got out of ·the car u 

back inside the vehicle while Cash remained outside next . 

to the front of the �or ff;��� 1!�::�:� as if it were 
The UFO

d
r�po

t 'odi
y 

cally belched flames downward. 
daytime an 1 pert · th n es 

�t!�� ���jd �:b���:�. r:·
��:!Jar 

e�lnj 

sound was · heard by · the threesome throughout the �. 

&gbting. . . 
The temperature was 40 degrees that night, but when 

Cash returned to the car, the door handle was so hot she 
had to use her leather coat as a hot pad to open the door. 

Mter the UFO had risen out of sight, the three resumed 
traveling turning on FM 2100, only again to sight the UFO, 
But this time it was surrounded by more then 20 
helicopters. Thro� use of helicopter identification 
charts, it was established that at least two types of 
helicopters were present. One model clearly identified 
was the Boeing military Cl1 4-Chinook. 

Cash, Landrwn and her grandson have physically suf­
fered from the UFO encounter. Exposed longest to the 
UFO, Cash was later hospitalized. She has lost patches of 
skin on her face and 50 percent of her hair has fallen out. 
The three have experienced severe vision disturbances, 
vomiting, diarrhea, stomach pains, loss of energy, skin 
ulceration - the list goes on. 

Schuessler said that he was not brought into the case un-
til a month after the UFO sighting. ..___ 

Initially, the people involved had chosen not to discuss 
their encounter for fear of ridicule. In fact, Landrum 

· .· reportedly threatened her grandson with·a "thrashing" if 
··. he told anyone� But when their severe sickness did not 

· subside, they sought medical help and also inquired with 
whom they could report -and discuss what they had seen 
and experienced. . 

When they did not receive help from the radio, televi­
·sion, the Air Force and other agencies in the Houston 
area, Cash thought of NASA and called the public infor­
mation office, who in turn referred her to Schu�ler. · 

In the meantime, a Dayton policeman, whom Landrum 
had previously contacted, found a UFO . Hotline · card 
buried in his desk, and he gave her the phone number 

,}.isted on the card. This phone number was in the state of . 
Washington. She made . . the call and she was referred to 
MUFON in Texas, who also referred her to Schuessler. 

Schuessler commented that had the. authorities in 
Dayton had a Houston UFO Hotline phone number, he 

·would have been brought into the case earUer. He said 
around 12 UFO sightings were reported last year in the 
Houston area, including one as recently as Dec. 1, in Hit­
chock. 

All of this has prompted VISIT to establish a local UFO 
Hotline card which lists the· following phone nwnbt.rs : 
(713) 48�702 and the following addresses : VISIT, P:O. 
Box 877, Friendswood, TX. 77546. The cards are hemg 
distributed this week to authorities within a hundred mile 
radius of the Clear Lake Area. 

Schuessler said a sighting account will be referred to a 
VISIT member who·in turn will immediately contact the 
person who reported it. He said a VISIT member general­
ly can obtain information of natural phenomena such as 
meteor showers or military activities in the area in ques- . 
tion, and sometimes the UFO sightings are explained this 
way. However, the Dayton sighting is still a mystery. 

Schuessler is employed by McDonnell Douglas Corp. as 
project manager for space shuttle flight operations sup­
port. Responding to the question how he first became in­
terested in investigating UFO accounts, he said that ct.ur­
ing the mid-sixties the Gemini pilots reported some. 
sightings during their missions. 

' 'I was involved in the life support sy�em for McDon­
nell Douglas in St. Louis and I listened to the Gemini 
astronauts reporting their sightings. It appeared to me, 
working in engineering in the space program, that we 
should be able to give answers to what's going on in the 
skies - but I found it wasn't that easy." 

Does Schuessler believe UFO's are from outer space? 
He said there were a lot of questions unanswered_ at this 
point in time, but added, "something's going on that's out 
of the normal, . . .  without all the pieces of the puzzle 
together, �e �wer c�:t be �a�e yet." 



A terr i fy i ng e n co u n t e r  w i t h  a f l a m e- b e l ch i ng U FO o n  a 
l o n e l y  ro ad n e a r  H uff m a n ,  Tex a s ,  r e s u lted i n  a p p a l l i ng 
i nj u ri es f o r  t h e  t h ree i n n o ce nt v i ct i m s .  J O H N  S C H U E S S L E R  
repo rts on t h i s  m o st b i z a r re case 

L A T E  0 0: E  C I I I I . I . Y  1-:\T N I :--.J ( ;  a t  t h e end o f  
Dece m b e r  1 9 8 0  t \YO m i d d le-aged women 
and a you ng boy we re d ri \· i ng a l ong a l one l y  
road i n  t he H u flm an a rea o f  c ast  ' I  'ex a s ,  t :  S t\ .  
I t  was t he C h r i s t m as season and t he y  were in  
a fes t i \·e m ood . Suddenly a b r i g h t  l i g h t  
appeared i n  t he sky a l i t t le way ahead . A fe \\' 
m i nu te s  l at e r  t he l i ght had t u rned i n t o  a h u ge 
d iamond - s h aped obj ect ,  s hoot i ng out from 
its u nd e rs i de i nt e rm i t t e nt b u rsts  o f n re .  T h i s  
a l arm i ng appari t i on seemed t o  b e  t ry ing to 
l and on t he road ah ead , m a k i ng i t  i m pos s i b le 
for t he t h ree peop le i n  t h e car t o  cont i n u e  on 
t h e i r way.  

For t he occupants  of  t he car  i t  was to be a 
te rr i fy i ng encou n te r. T he i n t e n se heat  from 
t h e  l FO bu rned t he i r s k i n  and t h e  b ri g h t  l i g h t  
i nj u red t he i r  eyes .  \'\'hen t he o b j e c t  eve n t u ­
al l y  l e ft t he area,  a l a rge n u m be r  o f  hel icop­
t e rs fi l led t he s k y  i n  c l ose p u rs u i t ,  m ak i ng a 
deafe n i ng noise t h at  h u rt t he w i t nesse s' c a rs .  

' A  d i am o n d  o f  f i re '  w a s  how 

one  of the  w i tnesses 
descr i bed the h u g e  g l ow i ng 
obj ect t h at hovered over t he 
road,  b l oc k i n g  t h e i r  w ay. 

R i nged with l i g hts at t h e  
cent re l i ne, i t  e m i tted bu rsts 

of f i re from its u nders ide  th at 
t h re ate ned to set l i g ht to t h e  
su rrou n d i ng forest 

For t he t h ree spectators i t  \\·as l i ke b e i ng 
cau g h t  i n  t he m i d d l e  of some s t range b at t l e  
for t he sk ies .  

Ear l i e r  t h at eveni ng , Bet t y  Cas h ,  Vick ie  
Land r u m  and C o l b y  Land rum had \' i i r ed 
se\-c ra l s m a l l  towns in t he P i ney \X'ood s a re a  
o f  east  T e x a s  i n  search o f  a b i ngo game : h u t  
to t he i r  d i sappoi n t m e n t  t he y  had d i scO\·ercd 
t h at al l  b i ngo games had been cance l le d  \\· h i l e  
the  c l u b s  p repare d  fo r t he Ne\\. Year' s E \·e 
cel e b ra t i on .  I nstead t he t h ree of t he m  h ad 
sett l ed for an evening meal  at a road s i d e  
res t a u rant  i n  Ne\\' Cane y .  I t  w a s  soon a ft e r  
t h i s  t h at t h e  t e r r i fy i ng events  of  t he e \-e n i ng 
began. 

Be t t y  Cas h ,  who \\'as d ri \· i ng her ne\\' 
O l d s m ob i le Cu t lass  \\'hen t he t ri o  e ncoun­
te re d  t he U FO ,  \\·as t he n  a 5 r - year-old  
b u s i ness \\'Om an w h o  ran a res t au rant  and a 
groce ry s tore .  S he was p l a n n i ng t o  open a 
new restau rant t he \ e ry nex t  \\·eek .  A year or 
so ea r l i e r  s he h ad u nd e rgone a h e a rt b ypas 
ope rat i o n ,  and h ad made a complete  re­
cm-c r y .  \'\li t h i n  t he next hour s he was t o  
s u s ta i n  p h ys ica l  i nj u ri e s  m ore d eb i l i t at i ng 
t h an a n y  caused b y  t he card i ac su rge r y .  

Vickie  Land ru m ,  t he n  5 7 , i s  a p l easant , 

terror in Texas 

2 1 2 !  
-- - ----------- - ____________________________________________ ... 



C a s h - La n d ru m  c a s e  

hard - worki ng woman w h o  worked for Bet t y  
i n  the  res t au rant a nd a l s o  occasi onal l y  as a 
school meals  assi stant . S he i s  a com m i tted 
Chris t ian ,  and does not  b e l i eve in U F OS or 
extra- t e r restr ia l  l i fe .  W h e n  the b right  obj ect 
appeared in the  sky, s he t hought it was t h e  
com i ng o f  t h e  e nd o f  t h e  worl d .  Because s he 
expected to see h e r  S avi o u r  come out of t he 
b right c loud,  s he gazed i n t e n t l y  at t h e  U FO .  
H e r  reward was n o t  t o  m e e t  h e r  S aviour,  b u t  
t o  s u s t a i n  seve re e y e  d am age . 

Colby Land ru m ,  Vick ie 's  grandson,  was 
be i ng b rought up b y  her .  H e  was a hea l t h y 
a nd act i ve lad,  and at seven years old he had 
al read y earned several t rophies for b aseba l l ,  
bow l i ng a nd other  sport s .  T h e  e ncou nter  l e ft 
h i m  wi t h  seve re phys ical  and emoti onal  
scars . It  i s  d i ffic u l t  t o  t e l l  w he t h e r  he was 
more frightened by t he UFO or b y  t he over­
powe r i ng noise of t he hel icopters t hu nde ri ng 
ove rhead . 

The d a y  of 2 9  D ecembe r 1 98 0  had been 
cold , damp a nd ove rcast in  Texas.  I n  the 
H u ffman area t h e re had been peri od s o f l i ght  
rai n  d u ri ng t he day,  b u t  b y  n ight - t i me t he 
rai n had s topped and t h e  sky had part i a l l y  
c leare d .  L i g h t  from t he t h i rd - q u a rt e r  M oon, 
s u pplemented b y  a n  a i rg l ow from l i ghts  i n  
t he s u rrou nd i ng a rea,  made the sky b right  
and t h e  v i s i b i l i ty good . Becau se t h e  tempera­
t u re was only 40 ° F ( 4 . 5 ° C) t he v i c t i m s  were 
weari ng coats and t h e  car' s heater was kee p ­
i ng t he wi nt e r  c h i l l  at  b a y .  

A ft e r  leav i ng t h e  re stau rant s o m e  t i m e  
between 8 . 20 a n d  8 . 30 p . m .  t h e  t h ree d rove 
along H ighway FM I 48 5 ,  a road normal l y  
u sed o n l y  b y  people w h o  l i ve i n  t h e  area 
because it i s  s o  i s olated . A l t h ou gh only  abou t 
30 m i les  ( 5 0  k i l ometres)  from t he met ropo l i s  
of H ou s t o n ,  t he a rea i s  sparse l y  popu lated 
and i s  cove red b y  oak and p i ne t rees,  and 
dotted wi t h  swamps and l akes .  

A bove : t h e  l o ne ly  t ree - l i ned 
road w here Betty Cash a n d  
V i c k i e  a n d  C o l by La n d r u m  
s a w  t h e  U FO 

B e l o w :  a m a p  of t h e  reg i o n  
n o rt h - east o f  H o usto n 
s h ow i n g  t h e  H uffm a n  a rea 
where t h e  i nc i d e nt occu rred .  
The t h ree v ic t i ms  h ad d i ned 

in  New Ca ney about  ha l f  an  

hour  e a r l i er and were d r i v i n g  
home to  D ayto n w h e n  t h e  

u F O  a p peared o n  the  road 
a h ead 

It  ,,·as abou t 3 0  m i nutes  later  \Y h e n  t h e 
t h ree not i ced t he b ri g h t  L. FO ab t)\-e t h e 
t ree t op s some d i s t a nce a\\'a y .  C o l b y ,  a n a k rt 
you ngs ter,  was t h e  fi rst  to ce i t . H e  poi n t ed 
it out  exc i t e d l y  to Be t t y and V i ckie as i t  
gl owed b righ t l y  abc)\-c the t rees ab ou t 3 m i le . 
( 5  ki lometres)  ahead . As they approac h e d , i t  
appeared t o  get l a rge r and l a rger,  rat h e r  t h an 
d i m i n i s h i ng as a n  aeroplane \\·ou ld appe a r  w 
do as i t  flew fu rt h e r  a\\·ay .  As t he y  real i sed 
the obj ect  ,,·as approac h i ng the road onl y a 
s hort d i s ta nce ahead t he i r  appre h e n  ion i n­
c reased . Ne vert heless  t he y  h oped to get b y  i n  
t im e  a n d  leave i t  be h i nd .  B u t  b e fore t he y  
coul d  d o  s o ,  t he ob j ect h ad s t rad d led t he 
road , b locki ng t he i r  \Ya y .  

Vickie  screamed,  ' S top t h e  car or \Ye s h a l l  
be b u rned a l i ve . '  H e r  \\·arning ,,.a p robab l y  
correct . The obj ect ,  m a n y  t i me l arge r .t h a n  
t he i r car,  remai ned hm-c r i ng a t  t reetop l e n� I 
and sending d O\Yn a n  occas ional  l a rge cone n f  
fi re l i ke a rocket b l a s t .  I n  benYcen t hese 
b lasts  i t  ,,·ou l d  sett le  dowm,·ard s some 25 fe et  
( 7 . 5  m e t res)  or  so,  only t o  ri e agai n o n  t he 
next cone of fi re l i ke some h u ge c i e nce -

_ fi c t i o n  s pace s h i p  i n  t rou b l e .  \ ' ick ie 's  ,- i ,· i d  
d e scri p t i o n  of i t  \Yas  t hat  i t  \\·as ' l i ke a 
d i a-m o nd of fi re' . 

\\/hen Bet t y  e \·e n r u al l y  b rought  t he c a r  r u  
a stand s t i l l  t h e  obj ect was less  t h a n  65  ya rd s 
( 6o met re s) away.  I t  l ooked as i f  it \\·e re m a d �-.· 
of d u l l  a l u m i n i u m ,  and i t  gl O\\·ed o b r i g h t l y 
t hat it l i t u p  t he su rro u nd i ng fores t  l i ke 
d a y l i g h t .  The fou r  poi n t s  of t h e  d i amt)nd 
\\·ere b l u nted rat h e r  t h an harp, and b l u e  
spots o r  l i g h t s  r i nged i t s  cent re l i ne .  H ad r he 
U FO n ot come t o  rest m-e r t he road , the C<'nt.: 
of fi re t hat peri od i ca l l y em a nated from i t '  
l owe st poi nt \You ld h m·e s e t  t h e  forest  o n  fi re . 
I n  ad d i t i on t o  t h e  b last  of t he fi re ,  t h e t T o 
e m i t ted an i ntermittent  b-ee p i ng s o u n d .  

I 
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It is not clear whether Betty tu rned the car 
engi ne off, or whether i t  j u st died. Whichever 
it was, the three of them got out of the car to 
take a closer look at t he thing that was 
blocking their way. Vickie stood by the open 
door on the right- hand side of the c;ar, with 
her left hand resti ng on the c�r roof. S he 
stared i ntently at the U FO .  

Colby plucked a t  his  grandmother' s  clo­
t hi ng and begged her to get back i nside the 
car and hold him. Two or three m i nutes 
later, i n  response to his  p lead i ng, she did so; 
but she told him not to be afraid, for ' when 
that big man come s out of the burning cloud, 
i t  wi l l  be J esus' and J esus woul d  not h arm 
them. 

As Vickie held Colby to comfort him s he 
scream'ed to Betty to get back i nto t he car 
with them. But Betty was so fascinated by the 
UFO that she walked rou nd to the front o f t he 
car and stood there gaz i ng i ntently at the 
b right obj ect.  S he seemed to be me smeri sed 
by it. Bathed i n  the bright l ight, she re­
mai ned stand ing there even though t he heat 
was burning he r ski n .  Even the ski n on the 
finger beneath her ri ng was b u rned . Eventu­
al ly, as the obj ect began to move up and 
away, she responded to Vickie 's  cal ls  and 
walked back to the door. When she touched 
the door i t  was so painfu l l y  hot that she had 
to us� her leather j acket to p rotect her hand 
while s he got in the car. 

As the three of t hem watched the depart- '  
i ng UFO, a large number of helicopters ap­
peared overhead . As Betty sai d, 'They 
·seemed to rush in from all  d i rections . . .  it 
seemed l i ke they were trying to encircle the 
thing . '  Within a fe w seconds the U F O  had 
d isappeared behind the trees l i n i ng the high­
way.  I t  was then that the victims became 
aware of how hot the i nterior of t he car had 

become. I nstead of the· heater, they now 
switched o n  the air conditioner to make the 
environment m ore comfortable .  

When the effects of the bright l ight had 
worn off, Betty started t he engine and they 
sped off down the darkened highway .  After a 
mile or so of twisting road they j oi ned a l arger 
highway and were able to turn i n  the di rec­
tion of t he d�part i ng UFO.  This was about 5 
miles (8 kilometres) and five m i nutes later. 
The obj ect was clearly vis ible some d istance 
ahead, and looke d  l ike a b right oblong cylin­
der of l ight. I t  was . sti l l  l ighting up t he 

· A n u m ber  of s m a l l , s i ng le 
rotor h e l i copte rs of t h e  B e l l  
H u ey var iety, s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

one  s h ow n  above o n  a 
m i l i ta ry exerc i se, were see n 
wit h t h e  H uffma n  u F O  

H eavy, d o u b l e  rotor 
h e l i c o pters l i ke the CH -4 7 
s h o w n  a b ove were 
i d e nt i f ied by severa l  
wi tnesses as be i n g  present  i n  
l arge n u m bers a t  H u ff m a n  
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sur"rou nding area and i l luminati ng the 
helicopters. 

By th!s time the helicopters were spread 
out ove r a s -mile (8 - ki lometre) area. O ne 
main grou p was sti l l  near to the UFO, but 
moving i n  an errati c  fl ight path.  The others 
were . clearly vis ible in a steady t rai l  form­
ation.  At one poi nt one of the large 'chop­
pers' flew d i rectly over the car engulfing it  in 
the roar of its  e ng i ne and flap of its rotor 

b lades.  As they watched from this  new 
vantage point t he victims counted 23 heli­
copters.  Many o f  the helicopters were the 
large d ouble rotor type,  with fou r wheels, 
and a large housing to the rear (these were 
later ident ified as CH-47 Chi nooks, manu­
factu red by the Vertol division of the Boeing 
company) . Othe rs were smaller, very fast, 
s ingle rotor helicopters . These were never 
c learly i de ntified, but they appeared to b e  of 
the Be l l  H uey variety. There was also a 
suggestion t hat t he re may have been a s ingle 
evelf larger helicopter in the middle of the 
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grou p.  Whatever th e exact number of he l i ­
copters,  a l o t  of a i rcre w  members m u s t  have 
seen t he u r-o t hat n igh t .  

As soon as t he U FO a n d  t h e  hel i copters 
were a safe d i s t ance ahead , Bett y  d rove on 
cau t i ou s l y .  When she reached an i ntersec­
tion she t u rned away from t he fl ight  pat h of 
the U FO and d rove toward s  D ayton,  where 
the  t h ree of t hem l i ved . By t h i s  t i m e  they had 
bee n i nvol ved wit h  the U FO and the h e l i cop­
ters for at least 20 m i nu t e s ,  perhaps l o nger.  

Bet ty d ropped Vickie a nd Colb y  at t he i r  
home a t  9 . 50 p . m .  a n d  w e n t  home herse l f  A 
fri e nd and her c h i ldren were wai t i n g  t here 
for Betty to ret u rn,  b u t  b y  then Betty  was 
fee l i ng too i l l  to t e l l  t he m  about the i nc ident .  
O ver the next  few hours  Be t t y ' s  sk in  t u rned 
red as if  i t  \Ve re bad l y  s u nb u rned . Her neck 
swel led and b l i s ters erupted and b roke on 
her face, scal p  and eye l i d s .  S he s tarted to 
vom it  a nd conti nued to do so period ical ly  
t h roughou t t he n ight . B y  m orni ng she was 
al most in a coma. 

S ome time between ll! i d n ight and 2 a . m .  
V ickie a n d  Colby began to experience s i m i l a r 
symptoms a l t hough less  seve re .  At first  t h e y  
s u ffe red t he s u n b u rn- l i ke cond i t i o n ,  then 
d i arrhoea and vom i t i ng. It  was a m i se rab le  
n ight for a l l  t h ree v ict i m s .  

Co l by te l l s a l l  
The fol l owing morni ng Betty  was m oved to 
V ickie 's  h ome, and al l  t hree were cared for 
t he re .  Betty's  cond i t i on cont i nued to de­
teri orate and three days later she was taken 
t o  a hospital  casu al ty  department . The 
casual ty  taff assumed t hat  Bett y  was a c lassic 
b u rn vict i m ,  a nd t reated her accord ingly .  
They we re not to ld  about  t he U F O u nt i l  
seve ra l days later w h e n  Colby b l u rted o u t  to 
a d octor t hat he knew what h ad bu rned t he m .  

T h e  b u rns a nd s we l l i ng altered Bet t y ' s  
appearance so rad i ca l l y  t hat  frie nd s  and 
re lat ives who came t o  v i s i t  her in hospita l  d i d  
n o t  recognise h e r .  H e r  hai r s tarted to fal l  out 
and s he was e ventual l y  t o  l ose m o re t han h a l f  
the  hair  on her head . When her  appe arance 
was compared w i t h  t he p h ot ograph of her 
t aken j u st before Christmas,  i t  was i m ­
possib l e  to be l ieve t h at i t  w a s  t he same 
woman. Treatment was fu rther com p l i cated 
by the fact that Betty and the others had 
i ntense headaches and painfu l l y  swol len 
eyes;  i n  fact Betty' s eyes were so swol l e n  that  
she was  u nable to see  for nearl y a wee k .  

T h e  appe arance of h e l i copters at FO 
s igh t i ngs i s  becom i ng a common event,  as i t  
i s  a lso at the sce ne of animal  m u t i lat ions ( see 
page I I I 9) .  The l arge number of h e l i copte rs 
at t he H u ffman i ncident  is j u s t  another l i n k  i n  
t he chai n .  O ne t h i ng i s  certai n - i t  i s  v i rt u a l l y  
i m poss i b l e  t o  be m i staken about t he prese nce 
o f  C H - 4 7  hel icopters when you are d i rect ly 
beneath t hese l arge noisy craft .  

T h e  evide nce of a l l  t h e  w i t nesses t o  t h e  
H u ffman event was cons i s tent . A l l  we re 
i nte rrogated separate l y, not o n l y  abou t t he 
U FO b u t  a lso about t he h e l i copters . T hey 

M onths af ter  see i ng  the  u FO 
the v ict ims were st i l l  
su ffer i ng  the  resu lts o f  t h e i r 
encou nter .  Above:  the  b u r n  
o n  the  b a c k  o f  V i c k i e ' s  h a n d .  
R ig ht :  a y e a r  a n d  a h a l f  after 
the eve nt. V ick ie ' s  face 
s h owed l ast i n g  damage, 
part i c u l a r l y  a ro u nd t h e  eyes 

prov ided consistent descri pt ion and s kc t ­
ches t hat i nd i cated t he y  had seen a la rgL· 
number of C H--t 7 S ,  p l u  se,·e ral ot h� r hL· l l ­
copters o f  a common t ype . They \\-ere J h l l  
g i v e n  s i l houette charts a n d  asked t o  i d e nt i fy 
any h e l i copters t hat appeared to be the . am1.: 
as t he ones they had s en.  Aga i n ,  al l  t h L· 
w i t nesses agreed i n  t h e i r  i dent ificat i on t � t  
C H - 4 7 s .  

Locat i ng t he sou rce o f  the  h e ! i c('r -r--. 
p roved to be a m u c h  m ore . d i fficu lt  t a <; k .  
Accord i ng t o  an official  o f  t h  H ou "  1 ' n  
I ntercon t i nenta l  A i rport Fede rat ion .-\ ,- � ­
ari o n  A d m i n i st rat i o n ,  about 3 5 0 t o  -too h · I t ­

copters ope rate commercial l y  i n  the  H t1U '- 1 1 1 ! .  
area .  A l l  o f  t he se are i ngle rotor t ype u n J t ' :  
t h e re are n o  C H - -t 7s . The official  a ] �,)  " ·  ! , 1 
t h at becau se h e l icopters fl y  on \ . i  ua l  Fl i g h t  
R u les  (VFR), t he y  d o  not need t o  contact t he 
ai rport control  t o\\·e r.  O t her i n formal i 'll  
pro\' ided by H ou st on \\·a that  ut .  i d e  a 1 .;; ­
m i le (24-ki l ometre)  rad i u s  from the ai q" · · :  · . 
h e l i copters m u  t stay b e l ow an alt i t u d e  , , t  
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r 8oo feet ( 5 5 0  metres),  a nd that d u e  t o  
tech nical l im itat i ons the H ouston cont rol 
rad ar i s  re st ricted to a m i n i m u m  a l t i t ude of 
2000 feet (6oo met res)  arou nd Lake H ouston 
(the . H u ffm a n  a rea) . 

At the  u s  Arm y ' s  Fort H ood near K i l leen,  
Texas, p ress  officer M aj or Tony G e i s h auscr  
told the  Corpus Cln·isl7· Caller that n o  P o n  
H ood ai rc raft were i n  t he H ou ston area on 2 9  
December r 98 0 .  ' I  d on't  k n o w  any other 
p l ace arou nd here t hat wou l d  have t h at 
number of he l icopters, '  he sa id .  ' I  d o n ' t  
k n o w  w hat i t  cou ld be . . .  u nless  t h e re ' s  a 
s u pe r-secret t h i ng goi ng on and I wou l d n ' t  
necessa ri l y  k n o w  about i t . '  

At  t he Robe rt G ray Fie ld near Fort H ood 
a spokesman said t he y  m ight have r oo he l i ­
copters from t he field home i n  at o n e  t i me ' for 
e ffec t ' ,  but  he cla i med t he y  avoided t he 
H ou ston area. And a l l  other bases i n  Texas 
and Lou is i ana denied t he y  were responsible  

for t he hel icopters seen at t he H u ffman u r: o  
i nc ident . 

I s  it possib le t h at t h e  w i t nesses were al l 
m i staken abou t  see i ng and h eari ng t h e  he l i ­
copters? T h e  descri p t i ons a n d  ke tches p ro­
vi ded by Bet t y  Vickie and Colby i nd i cate 
t h at they all c learly saw h e l i copters of a 
part icular  configu rat ion w h i c h  i s  common 
only to C H -47s .  As far as t h e  noise is  
concerned , wi t nesses had been accu sed of 
wrongl y i d e nt i fy i ng helicopters at an earl i e r  
U FO i ncident on 2 2  Ma rch I 9 78 , which was 
reported in t he St P au l ,  M i n nesota,  Dispat ch .  
That newspape r quoted D a n  Meyers,  super­
\ i sor of t he A rm y  Reserve Aviat i on S u pp ort 
Fac i l i t y  at H olman Fie ld ,  as sayi ng ' J u st one 
of t h ose h e l i copte rs at r soo feet [ 45 0  met res]  
wou ld sou nd l i ke a h u m m i ng chain-Sa\"' from 
the grou n d .  W i t h  five hel icopters up t he re ,  
y o u  w o u l d  h ave t remendous am p l i ficat i on . '  

I n  anot her ( poss i b l y  related) i ncident  t he 
day befo re t he H u ffman event,  hel icopter 
act i v i t y  had a lso  been noted when U F OS were 

E ig hteen m o n ths  afte r - t h e  
H uffm a n  s ig ht i ng Betty Cash 
(top) and C o l by La n d r u m  
( abov e )  were s t i  I I  s u ffer i ng  
f rom fac i a l  bu rns a nd o ther  
i nj u ri es 
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bei ng ob served . D ozens of re s idents  of O h i o  
cou n t y ,  Kentucky,  h a d  see n s t range m m· i ng 
l ights .  But  \\·hen a he l icopte r arri \·ed i n  the  
area,  the  U FOS left .  Aga i n ,  a l l  m i l i t ary i nsta l­
lat i ons d e nied having any hel icopters a i r­
borne t h at night . 

Bet t y·, V ickie  and Colby \\-ere not t he o n l y  
w i t nesses t o  t he st range happeni ngs at H u ff­
man.  An off- d u t y  Dayton pol i ceman and h i s  
w i fe were d r i \· ing home from Cleve l and 
t h rough t he H u ffm a n  area the  same night 
and a lso obsen·ed a l arge n u m be r of C H - -t -;­
h e l i copte rs .  A m a n  l i \· i ng i n  Crosby ,  d i rect l y  
u nder t he fl ig h t  pat h ,  a l s o  reported see i ng a 
m..I mber ·of hea\·y he l icopter_ fl yi ng O \·erhcad . 

O i lfield l ab o u re r  J e rry J\ k D onald \Yas i n  
h i s  back garden i n  D a yton ,,·hen h e  a,,. a 
h u ge u r-o fl y i ng d i rect l y  o\·e rhead . :\t fi r  t he 
thought  i t  was t he G oodyear ai rs h i p  b u t  h '  
q u i c k l y  re a l i sed i t  \\·as some u ni dent i fied 
obj ect . ' I t  was k i nd of d i amond-shared and 
had two t \Y i n  torches t h at \\-e re s h oot i ng 
b ri l l ia nt b l ue flames our  the back. '  he sa i d .  :\ s  
i t  passed abou t r so fee t  r -+ 5  met res)  ah m·c 
h i m ,  he sa\Y that it had t \\·o b right l ights on it 
and a red l ight in t he cent re . 

The same e \·en i ng bakery c lerk Be l l e 
1\,l agee was i n  her home i n  Eastgate , abou t <' 
m i les ( I  3 k i lometres)  \\·e st  of  Dayton,  \Yhen 
she sa\\. a b ri gh t  l ight  in t he sky head i ng i n  
the d i rect ion of Ne \\' Cane y .  

Certa i n l y  D r  J .  A l l e n  H y nek,  fou nder o f  
t he Center for c F O  S t u d ies i n  E\·anston .  
I l l i nois ,  w a s  convi nced t he \Yi t ne e \\-e re 
not m i stake n .  ' \\'e are deal i ng ,,· i r h  a real 
c \·e m , '  he sai d , ' b u t  \\-e ' re not s u re i f i t ' s  a 
gm·e rnment exerci se  or a l T O  s i g h t i ng .  
T he re i s  a l o t  of t op secret t u fl goi ng on t h at  
most people d on't  knO\\. abou t . · H e  added . 
' S ome t h i ng s u re as h e l l  harrened . Th ose 
\\·omen d i d n ' t  pu l l  out  t h e i r  hai r and b l i nd 
themselves .  The connecti o n  with  t h e  e\ ·enr i s  
clear-cu t . '  

O n  page 2 1 4 6 :  £ h e  dvc£Ors a rc bajtled by l lze 
nat u re of r he ·vz.Cl ims ' injun.cs 
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ftng 0 th UFO victims 
I n  o n e  of a f l u r ry of U F O si g ht i n g s  at t h e  e nd of 1 980 , 
t h r e e  p eo p l e  i n  Tex a s  rece i v ed i nj u r i e s t h at res e m b l ed 
sev e r e  r ad i at i o n  p o i so n i ng .  J O H N  S C H U E S S L E R  co nti n u e s  h i s  
repo rt o n  t h e  g r u eso m e  ev e nts at H uff m a n  

A C LO S E  l·: i'\ C O L ' :\" T E R  \\'i t h  a n  u n i d e nt i flcd 
ob j ect can be a d a nge ro u s  rather t h an an 
exci t i ng experience,  as t h ree peop l e  d i s ­
covered on a l one l y road i n  Texas ,  L 1 S r\ ,  on 2 9  
December I 9 8 0 .  O n  t h at e ve n i ng \\· he n Bet t y  
Cas h ,  V ic k ie  Land r u m  a nd young Colby 
Land rum met u p  \\' i th  a l arge d i am o n d ­
shaped U F O  on t h e i r  \\'ay h o m e ,  t h e y  h ad n o  
idea  t hat t he e\·ent \\·ou l d  change t he i r  l i ve s .  
A l l  t h ree we re i nj u red b y  the encou nte r, and 
s i nce t hat eve n i ng t h e i r  hea l t h  h as cont i n u ed 
to deteri orat e .  

W h e n  t h e y  s topped t he car a nd g � ) t  ou t t o  
l ook a t  t he LTO, t h e  obj ect was less t h a n  5 5  
yards ( 5 0  met res) a\va y .  I t  gave o u t  so m u c h  
heat t hat t he y  \\·e re b a t h e d  i n  p e rspi rat i on 
and t he i r  s k i n  burned . T he l ig h t  t h at came 
from it  \\·as s o  b right  t h at it  h u rt t he i r  e y e s ,  
and t he y  \\'e re a larmed b y  i t s  s h ri l l  beep i ng 
a nd b y  t h e  b u rsts  of flame it e m i t t ed .  A nd 
th is  v;as only t he begi n ni ng . . .  

\X'h e n  t he U FO departed,  Be t t y d rO\'C 
Vickie a nd Colby to t hei r home in D a y t o n .  
A s  s h e  got ou t of t he car Vickie s ai d ,  ' l'vl y 
head h u rt s  and I ' m  s i c k . · By m i d n i g h t  she 
fe l t  \Yorse .  B y  t hat t ime both she and Col b y 
had de\·e loped a cond i t i on s i m i l ar to SC\' C IT 
su nbu rn ; they fel t  feveri sh and st arted t o  
vomit . Later d i arrhoea started a n d  w a s  u n ­
cont rol lable for m a n y  d a y s .  T h e y  a l s o  ex­
perie nced severe head ache s .  

V i c k i e  a t t e m pted to t re at t h e i r  b u rns \\· i t  h 



bab y o i l ,  b u t  i t  t o o k  se\-c ral  d a y s ,  a nd s e \-c ral 
bottles o f  oi l ,  to b ri ng t he pai n u nd e r  c o nt rol . 
S he a nd Co l b y a l s o  c o n s u m e d  se\'e ra l b ot t les  
of commercial  med i c i ne i nt en d e d  t o  p re \T n l  
d i a rr h oe a ,  b u t  \\' i t h o u t  s u cc es s .  T h e  h ead ­
aches a lso re fu se d  t o  re spond t o  a n y  t re a t ­
m e n t .  A ft e r  t h ree w e e k s  t h e  se\Tri t y  o r  t he i r  
i l lness s u b si d e d ,  b u t  t h e  s y mp t oms c o n ­
t i nued to recu r O\'e r t he fol l m\·i ng year . 

Two m o nths after  her  
encou nter w i th  the  U FO Betty 
Cash ( left) h ad l ost m u c h  of 
her ha i r .  She was a lso  
suffer i ng  f rom sk i n  b l i sters, 
nausea a n d  severe 
head aches. A year  a n d  a h a lf 
after t h e  eve nt  V ick ie  
La n d r u m  ( fa r  l eft ) st i l l  
e x h i b i ted s ig ns o f  fac i a l  
bu rns a nd ( be l ow left ) sk i n 
sores 

S i nce t he i r  encou n t e r  \\· i t h  t he l ' F O \ ' i c k i e  
a nd Co l b y  h ave bee n p la gu e d  b y  pe r i od i c  
ou tb re ak s of s k i n  t rou b le s ,  a s  i f  t he y  \\"Cre 
more s u scept i b le to i n fect i on t h a n  b e fo re .  
B u t  t he most  fa r- re ac h i ng i nj u ry h a s  been t h e  
d amage to t h e i r  e ye s .  T he i r  e ye l i d s  became 
i nfected very ra p i d l y , a n d  h m-c ne\T r fu l l y 
recove red . S i nce t h e  i nc i d e n t  \ ' i c k i e  h �1 s  h ;ld 
to have t h ree new pai rs n f  s pectac les  \Y i t h  
succes sively st ronger p re s c ri p t i o n s  to m at c h  
the dete ri o rat ion i n  h e r  e y e s i g h r .  H e r  
eyesight i s con t i nu i ng t o  d e t e ri o rat e a n d  s h e  
sti l l  s u ffe rs from pe ri od i c  eye i n fect i o n s ;  s h e  
fears s h e  m ay e v e n t u a l l y  go b l i nd .  Co l b y  t uo 
has ex p e r ie nced s i m i l ar p rob l e m s  ,,· i t h  h i s  
eyes,  a lt hough he h a s  needed o n l y  lHl e  ne \\· 

' pair  of spec tac l e s s i nce t he i nc i d e n t .  
\'{!it h in a fe\\' \\·ee ks o r  t h e  e n c o u m e r  

Vickie  h ad l o s t  ab ou t 3 0  p e r  celll  o f  h e r  hai r ,  
and h ad l a rge b a l d  p at c h e s  on h e r  head . 

Electromagnetic radiation consists of 
waves of energy of varying lengths and 
frequencies spanning a spectru m  from 
radio waves · to gamma rays ( right).  
Mov i ng u p  the spect rum the wave ­
length decreases and the fre quency i n­
creases . The spectrum also d ivides into 
ioni s i ng rad iation (gamma rays, x - rays 
and u ltra�iolet) and non- ionising ( infra­
red, microwaves, te levi sion and radio 
waves) .  It i s  ionising rad iation t hat is 
potentially m ost damaging to l iving 
t issue.  Exposu re to ionising rad iation can 
cau se skin burns, nau sea, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, loss of hai r, lowe red resistance 
to i nfection, headache s, · fat igue, and 
other problem s .  

T h e  sunburn-type i nj u ries i nfl icted i n  
the Huffman i ncident could be described 
as typical of exposu re to u ltraviolet rad i­
ation. They could also have been cau sed 
by x-rays or microwaves .  The eye i n­
j u ries could have been caused by any 
type of radiation, but t hey are m ost 
commonly seen i n  cases of u lt ravi olet 
exposure . Workers exposed to micro­
waves have also suffered damage to the 
t issues of t he eye . 

M icrowave exposu re p roduces symp­
toms simi lar to t hose of ionising radi­
ation; it often produces an easi ly i rritated 
skin such as Betty, Vickie and Colby 
experienced . If the microwave i s  pu lsed,  
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\\ ' h e n  her  hai r grew agai n i t  ,,·as l )f  a d i ffe ren t 
te x t u re .  ' I t  i s fri z z y , '  s h e  s a y s ,  ' b u t m o re 
m a nageab l e . '  Col b y  lost o nl y a sm a l l  p:.1t c h  of 
hai r on t he crown o f  h i s head ; t h i s .  to(), g re \\· 
aga i n  i n  t i m e .  

Be t t y ' s i nj u ri es seemed e \· c n  m ore s e ,T re 
t h a n  t h ose of \ ' i c k i e  and Col b y .  ' T h e  b l i nd ­
i ng headache t h at  de, ·e l opc d \Y i t h i n  a n  h ou r  
o r  s o  m ad e  m e  fce l l i ke I ,,·a:  gni n g  to d i c .  · . h l' 
sa i d .  S he c x p l' r i e nced a s e n� rc .- u nb u rn - l i ke 
c o nd i t i on ,  and d e , -c l ope d l a rge ,,·at e r  b l i s ­
t e rs ,  some as l a rge as gol f h a l l s .  l ) \· c r  h e r  f3c e .  
h e a d  and n e c k .  O ne o f  t he se C0\·ercd h e r  
r i g h t  e y e l i d and e x t e nd e d  a c n1 s s h e r  r i g h t  
t e m p l e .  S he a l s o  d e n' l t )pl' d a 1 \mg- t e rm 
m- crs i o n to \Ya r m  ,,·ater .  su n s h i n e  o r  nt h c r  
hl' a t  suu rce .  

Be t t y  h a d  b e e n  a n  e n e rge t i c  ,,. l)m a n .  S h e 
ran a re s t a u ra nt a n d  a g roce r y  s t o r e ,  and s h l' 
had bee n p b n n i ng to npc n a l a rger re s ­
t a u ra n t .  T\\'l) yea rs l a t e r  s he was s t i l l  p h y s i ­
cal l y  d rai ned . I n  r h e  yea r fP I I l ) \\·i ng t h l' 
e ncou n t e r  s h e  s p e n t  fi n' pe ri od s  i n  h c,s p i t a L  
t \\ ·o  o f  t h e m  i n  i nt c n s i \·c  c a re .  \\. i t h i n  fl 'U r 
\\·ee ks l) f t h e e ncou nt e r  s h e  h ad ll s t  cn-c r  ha l f 
t he h a i r on he r head . A l t h n u g h  i r  g re \Y agai n 
s l l1\\· l y  t he t ex tu re o f  t h e ne \\· h a i r \\ ·as  n l't t h e  
s a m e  as · t h a t  l 1 f  t he or ig i n a l  h ai r .  B e n  y h a �  
a ! Sl)  bee n  p l agued ,,·i t h  s k i n  e ru p t i Pns : m a n y  

i t s  effects are more h armfu l .  S ome de­
vices that pulse rnicrowaves also p rod uce 
:'\ - rays, and this comb i nation cou ld ac­
count for most of the i nj u ries seen in the 
Huffman case. 

Radiation damage is difficult to diag­
nose. Radiation burns (above) can be 
mistake n for m ore commonplace i nj u ries 
such as sunburn. Even more difficu l t  to 
predict are the long-term effect s .  O nce 
ex posed , an i nd ividual may deYe lop dis­
eases such as leukaem ia u p  to 20 years 
later.  Colby's  grandmother Vickie is 
deeply worried about these potential 
fu t u re p rob lems, and doc tors can give her 
l i tt le reassurance. 
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of these are as big as a large coi n and l eave t h e  
sk in  permane n t l y  scarr e d . 

Doctors arc baffled by Be t t y ' s  s y m p t o m s ,  
a n d  a r c  convi nced t h e y  a r c  n o t  connected 
\Vi t h  her earl i e r  heart su rge ry. They have 
spec u l ated t h at t he symptoms ex h i b i ted by 
all t h ree vict i m s  cou ld have been cau sed by 
exposure t o  s ome t ype of e l ec t romagne t i c  
rad iat ion ( sec box) .  

Betty ,  Vickie and Colby not  only  su Jfc red 
physica l  i nj u ries from t hei r encou n t e r  \Yi t h  
t he r :o ;  t hey a lso e x h i b i t  st rong e m ot i o n a l  
d i s tu rbances as a res u l t  o f  t he i r  expe ri e nce.  
Whenever t he y  recou nt t h e  events or t h at  
eveni ng, or ret u rn t o  t he p l ace \V hcre they 
saw t h e  obj ect,  t h e y  become very u p se t .  
Colb y  had terri fy i n g  n ight mares for SC\'e r�l l 
weeks after t h e  e ncou nter,  and d u ri ng a re­
e nactment o f  t he event set  up by i nves t i ­
gat ors he developed a h i g h  temperatu re a n d  
fever.  ' He was o terri fied , '  s a i d  V i c k i e  ' I  
thought he wou ld d i e  o f  fright . '  

Nei t he r  woman has fu l l y  recove red from 
t he experience ,  nor been ab le to ret u r n t o  
work. T h e  consequent loss of i ncome has 
been de vast ati ng for them. Even i f  t he y  we re 
not p re vented from working by t he i r  poor 
eyesight and general  deb i l i t at ion,  i t  wou l d  be 
i m poss i b l e  for t hem to \\'Ork i n  t h e  food 
service i nd u s t ry because of t hei r cont i n u i ng 

· ski n  eru p t i ons . D octors are u nab l e  to pred i c t  
w h e n  t hei r cond i t i on w i l l  i m p rove . 

Bet t y ,  V ickie  and Colby vve re not t h e  o n l y  
people t o  report see i ng a C FO i n  t he H u ffman 
a rea on t he e \·e n i ng of 2 9  December 1 98 0 .  

Early o n e  morning i n  D ecember 1 96 7 ,  
Marye l l e n  Kel ley w a s  o u t s i d e  her  h o m e  
i n  Mohomet,  I l l i nois ,  USA,  w h e n  she saw 
a l arge orange U FO .  The obj ect was about 
40 yards ( 3 6  metres)  away and fl y i ng 
about so to 6 5  fee t  ( 1 5  to 20 m etres) 
above t h e  gro u n d .  A s  soon as  she saw the 
obj ect, M rs Kel ley fe l t  a n  e lectric s hock 
go t h rough her body. She developed a 
severe headache ( w h ic h  refu sed to re ­
spond to treatment),  h e r  face reddened, 
her hands and legs were b u rned, her eyes 
became b l oods hot and her  vision was 
affected . S he also developed earach e  i n  
h e r  l e ft ear, noseb leeds,  pains i n  the  
chest and excessive t hirst .  A l t hough her  
expos ure was o f  s hort d u ration, h e r  
i nj uries e nd u red for a long t i m e .  The 
i ncident was described in Fate m agaz ine 
in May 1 96 9 .  

I n  F i nl a nd i n  November 1 9 76,  1 9 -
year-old Eero Lamm i  was k nocked to the 
grou nd by a l u m i nous ray from a u ro and 
suffered b u rns to the chest .  His  i nj u ries 
were s i m i lar to t hose of a 20-year- o l d  
m a n  from Tyler, Texas, who w a s  h i t  i n  
the chest b y  a l u m i nous ray from a u r:o i n  
J anuary 1 9 7 9 .  H i s  chest  was m arked b y  a 
l arge d i amond-shaped b u r n  for many 
months ( right) .  

Betty Cash ,  V ick ie La n d r u m  
a nd her  you ng grandson 
Co l by La n d r u m  a year  a n d  a 
ha l f  after they saw the  U FO 
that  c h a nged t h e i r l i ves 
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S c \- c ra l  res i d e nt s of the . mal l  east  . l .exa-;  
tO\\·ns of Eastgat e , Dayton and Libert y J ! l  
l y i ng o n  a n  east-\\·est l i ne ru n n i ng fn)m 
H u m b le ,  Tex as,  to t he Lou i s i ana b o rd e r  
report ed see i ng t T O S  \\·i r h i n  t \\·o h ou L  n f  r h e 
H u ffm an i ncident ( ee rage 2 I 2 I · .  T h e  
cou ntrys i d e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  of Texas i s  par�e l y  

I n  August 1 9 72 Data Net Repon 
described h ow Osvaldo d' A nnu nzi o  ( 1 9  
years o ld)  was paralysed b y  a low-fl y i ng 
UFO,  SO t hat he was u nab l e  to ru n away.  
His  face was severe!)  burned , and h e  
suffe red afterward s from violent h ead ­
aches .  H e  commented : 'The cows i n  the 
s u rrou ndi ng meadows c hanged colou r 
and d i d  not resume t he i r  t ru e  colour 
u n t i l  after the  uro' s departure . '  



pop u l ated and d ot t ed ,,· i t h  fo rest and 
m a rs h l a n d s .  

O n  t he d a y  be fo re t h e H u ffm a n  e v e n t  a 
n u m b e r  of re s i d e n t s of O h i u  cou n t y ,  K e n ­
t u c k y ,  re ported see i ng st range obj ects  i n  t h e 
s ky . . T\\·o y o u ng obse rve rs we re s i x - year-old 
t w i ns .J ason and J esse Wi ! I i ams,  w h o  said 
t he y  Sa\\· fou r  s i lver  ' t r iangle  t h i ngs'  fl y i ng at 
] 0\\" al t i t u d e ;  t \\"0 or t he t h i ngs t -k w  on 
t oget her,  \\· h i lc t h e ot her  t wo H e \\· off i n  
d i ffe re nt d i rect i o n s .  

A l so o n  2 �  Dece m b e r  1 9 g 0  d e p u t y  s he ri ff 
Frank Ch i n n of Ech o l s ,  K e n t u ck y ,  t o l d  a 
loca l newspaper he saw ' a n  u p s i d e - d o w n  
d i amond ' w i t h  f l as h i ng l i g h t s  arou nd t he 
m i d d l e .  H i s  descr i p t i o n  of i t s  s h ape,  b right ­
ness and l o w  speed corresponded ,,. i t h  t h e  
descri p t i on o f  t he object  seen at  t he H u ffm a n  
i nc i d e nt . T h i s  w a s  one of s i x  t TO s  s ig h t ed a t  
ab o u t  5 . 3 0 p . m .  t h at d a y .  

A y o u n g  H o u st o n i a n ,  J a n  M o ffe t t ,  b e ­
l i eved s h e  s a w  t h e  s a m e  obj ect s e e n  b y  Be t t y  
a n d  t he ot h e rs ncar  H u ffm a n .  S he was e n  
rou t e  t o  Nort h D akot a when s he saw a b i g  
b r i g h t  l ig h t  com i ng d o w n  from t he s ky n o rt h 
of H ou st o n .  U n fort u nate l y  she  lost  s i g h t  of 
the object  \\· hen i t  neared t he grou n d ,  he­
cau se i t  was obsc u red by t he t rees coveri ng 
t he a rea .  O t h e rs a lso  s a w  t he b ri g h t  l i g h t .  A 
m a n  and h i s  r 2 - year-old s o n ,  who were 
t ra\-c l l rng easn,·a rd s i n  t he v i c i n i t y  o f  New 
Cane y ,  Tex as,  sa id  t he y  sa,,· t he object  o n l y  a 
short d i st a nce a\\·ay,  fl y i ng a b o u t  r so fee t  (45 
met re s) above t he road . \X/ hen t he y  ac­
ce lerated t o  get c l oser t o  i t ,  t he object  t u rned 

Left : in  E n g l a n d  a P lymouth  

g i r l  was  b u r ned o n  the  h a nd 

by the l i g ht from a U F O  o n  
1 0  Septem be r  1 98 1 . Th i s  

.p i ct u re was  taken  two days 
later  
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J \Yay from the roJd and headed n ort h . .  -\\..· ­
et)rd i ng t o  t he se t \\·o ob.  e n-crs .  t h e t TU ,, .a-., 
b right , rec t a ngu l a r  and H L'\\. s l o,,· J y . I t  '' "a"  
l a rger t h a n  a n  ae rop la ne.  

Bet t y , V i c k ie a nd Ct)l b y  ori g i n :.I I I y  agrL·ed 
not tn t e l l  ot h er people ab\ )U t ,,· hat  t hey had 
see n,  for fea r  t he y  ,,·ou ld be t h ou g h t  crazy . 
' I t  ,,·as j u st too ,,·e i rd t o  m e n t i o n . '  sa id  
\ " ick ie , 'but  ,,.c d i d n ' t  k n( ) \\. t he n  \Ye  h ad 
bee n h u rt . '  T h e y  e \-ent u a l l y  b roke t he i r  pact  
o r  secrecy w t e l l  the d l)Ct lHS ,,· h o  \\·e re 
t t-c�H i ng t h e m  ,,· h a t  had cau sed t h ei r i n j u ries . 

\ ' i ck ie  h as been conce rned t o  e s t ab l i .  h 
."· h a r  re a l l y  happened t h at  fa t efu l e \· e n i n g .  
pr i mari l y  t o  e n s u re t h at Cl) l b y  \\· i J J  fl'\..·e i \·e  
t he cn rrect t reat ment  a n d  be ab le  tn g rc)\\" up 
he a l t h y .  he i s  not co ncerned ahl)U t .  or  
i n t e re s t e d  in ,  other  t TO s i g h r i ngs a t  t he t i m L' . 
Be t t y  s h O\\·s rat h e r  m ore i nt e re s t  i n  t he ot he r 
s i g h t i ngs,  b u t  h e r  cont i nu i ng i l l ne s .  p re, ·cnt s 
her  grasp i ng t he fu l l  i g n i fi cance ()f t hese  
C \·e n t S .  

T h e re see m s  t o  be no d ou b t t h at \ ) n  t h e 
c \·c n i ng of 29 · D ec e m b e r  1 9 , ' o  t h e t h re e  l ' f  
t hem e ncou n t e red a br ig h t l y  l i t  H y i ng object  
and a l a rge n u m be r  o f he l i cl)r t c rs ,  and t h :.I t  a :-.  
:.1 resu l t  o f  t h i s  e ncou n t e r  a l l  t h ree ha, ·c 
s u st a i nc.d l ast i ng p h ys ica l  and emot i () n J I  
d a m age.  I n  t h e  past  t he y  u sed t o  m a ke fu n () r 
people ,,· h o  c l a i m ed t o  h t.-n ·e see n t To s .  T h e y  
a rc s t i l l  sce p t i ca L  b u t  t he y  n o  l onge r tl nd i t  a 
j o k i ng m a t t e r. 

t TO or t · s secret ·<.ccupou.;, 1 \ " "ltidt )�·us ir r lt l" 
·z:icr i111s sa'Zc? Sec page 2 I 98 

I n  Canada; Steve �· 1 ichalak w a s  ou t i n  
t he cou n t ryside one weekend i n  � l ay 
1 96 7  when he e ncou nte red a ciga r­
shaped obj ect emitt i ng a b ri l l iant ,  pu rple 
l i ght ,  near Falcon Lake abou t 75 
m i les  ( I  20 k i l ometres) east of \X i nn i peg. 
H e  recei ved burns  on his face a nd chest 
(be low) a nd s u b sequ ent ly  experienced 
nau sea, vom i t i ng,  weight loss,  \\"eak ne s .  
d i a r"rh oea , d izzi ness a nd b l ackou t s .  A 1 r  
1Yl ichalak eventu a l l y  m ad e a fu l l  re­
covery from the e ffects of the e n cou nt e r , 

as d i d  most of the other v i ct i m s .  



five easy pieces 
H o a x ,  h a l l u ci n at i o n  o r  se cret m i l i t a ry o p e rati o n? To 
esta b l i sh ex a ct l y  what h ap p e n ed a t  the H uff m a n  U F O 
s i g ht i n g  i n  T ex a s ,  i n vest i g at o rs p ro d u ced f i v e  p o ss i b l e 
sce n a ri o s .  J O H N  S C H U E S S L E R  co n c l u d e s  h i s  re p o rt 

AS A H E S U  I . T  of t h e i r e nc ou n t e r  \V i t h  a b i zarre 
obj ect on 29 Dece m b e r  1 9� 0  Bet t y  Cas h ,  
\ ickie Lan d ru m  a n d  h e r  you ng gra nd son 
Co lby s u ffe red seri ous  i nj u ri e s .  Despi t e  con­
t i n u i ng i n \·e s t igat i ons,  a sat i s fact o r y  e x p l a­
nat i o n  for t he event of t h at eve n i ng had st i l l  
n o t  been fou nd b y  m i d  1 9 8 2 .  1\ tl em be rs o f  t h e  
Houston- based \ c h i cle  I nt e rnal  ystem s I n ­
vest igat i \·e Team ( \· I s  1 T) cal led i n  to exam i ne 
t he case at fi rst ap proached it w i t h  extreme 
cau t i o n .  H owe ve r p re l i m i nary i nvest i ga t i ons 
provided basic i n format i on of a k i nd t h a t  

u ggested t he c a s e  m e r i t e d  s e r i ou s at t ent i o n .  
D rawi ng on t h i s  i ni t i a l basic  i n fo rm a t i o n  

the v 1 s IT  mem be r  created a s e r i e s  o f  ' sce na­
rios' of possi b le i nte rp re t at i o ns of the eve n t s  
of t hat night ; these h ave fo rmed t h e  b a s i s  for 
ext e n  i ve e n qu i ri e s .  
Scenario I I n  t h i s  scenario Be tt y , V i c k i e  a n d  
Colb y  h a d  s e t  ou t t o  have a n  e nj oyable 
eve n i ng at a b i ngo game.  D i s appoimed to 
fi nd a l l  t he b i ngo clubs c losed , t hey we re 
fee l i ng let d own as t hey d rove home after  a 
meal at a New Caney restau rant . The d a rk,  
lone l y  road a lso made them fee l  j i t t e ry,  and 

l .. 

Whe n  B etty, V i c k i e  a n d  
Co lby e n c o u ntered t h e  u F O  
t h ey c o u nted u p  to 2 3  
h e l i c o pters accom pany i ng  i t .  
S o m e  were C H - 47s, t he 
la rge d o u b l e  rotor type t h at 
so f r ig htened Col by, oth ers 
were s m a l l e r, faster s i n g l e  
rotor c raft s i m i l a r to t h e  o n es 
s h ow n  here 

t h e y  began m ak i ng j okes abou t t he l ights  of 
t he d i st a n t  aerop lanes t he y  cou l d  see in t h e  
s k y .  O n e  t h i ng l e d  t o  anothe r . a nd :oon th e y 
we re sa y i ng t h at t h e  l i g h t s  cou l d  be t T n s .  
Co nfi rme d scoffers ,  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  i m- c nr  a 
L i FO s to ry to m atch t h o  e t hey had read i n  t h e 
nC\\·s pape rs.  To make it seem m ore ' o ffi c i a l ' ,  
t h e y  ad d ed t h e  he l i copters ; t hey t h en rushed 
home t o  te l l  t he i r  fri ends .  

Sce nari o I was t he st art i ng poi nt for t he 
\v hole i nvest igat i o n .  U nt i l  \. 1 s IT  c ou ld be 
ce rtai n t hat  t h i s  scenario wa fal se t he re \\'as 
no reason t o  proceed . And anal y .  is s oon 
sh owed t hat  i t  did not stand u p .  

I n  t h e  fi r s t  p l ace, a l l  t h ree vict i m s  had 
s u stai ned serious p h ys i ca l  i nj u ri e s  t h at h ad 
been verified b y  doctors . Fu rt herm ore a 
n u m ber of i nd e pendent  \Vi tnesses  had a l s o  
rep orted seei ng t h e  U FO a n d  h e l i copte rs t h a t  
e \-c n i ng .  I nterv ie \vS w i t h  fr i end s and col ­
leagu e s  of t he t h ree v ict i m s  fai led to p roduce 
any i nd i cati o n  t hat t he story m i gh t  b e  i n­
vented,  or any sugge st ion t h at t h e  t h ree ,,·e re 
p rone to t h i s  k i nd of h oax . 

I n  fact t he t h ree had made no attempt to 
te l l  t he i r  friends ab out t h e  i nc ide nt . fe a r i ng 
t he y  vvo u l d  not  be b e l ieved ; nor had t hey 
app roache;d t he press .  \'Vh e n  t he tory l e.a ked 
ou t and newsmen asked for an i nt e n· ie,, · .  t h i  
was g ranted free of charge . A l l  t h ree co­
operated fre e l y  wit h  V I S I T  e \-e n when t h i  
p roved persona l l y  embarras i ng.  
Scenario 2 T he t h ree were d r i v i ng home 
w he n  t hey met a U F O  b lock i ng t h e  road . 
maki ng i t  i mposs i b l e  for t h e m  t o  p roceed . 
T h i s  was not  a chance e ncou nter b u t  a 
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p l anned abd uct i on,  w h i c h  m a y  h ave lasted 
for as  long as 20 m i nutes .  While t he y  we re i n  
t h e  U FO the t h ree vict i m s  had t h e  i dea 
i m pl a nted i n  t hei r m i nd s  t hat government 
h e l i copte rs wou l d  fi l l  the  s k y  a fte r t h e  eve n t 
m a k i ng them t h i n k  t he y  were i nvolved i n  
some k i nd of m i l i tary exerc i se . I n  t h i s  sce na­
rio t h e  U FO and the i n j u ries  we r rea l ,  but not 
t he he l icopte rs .  

Parts of this  scenario stand u p  u nd e r  
scrut i ny wh i l e ot hers d o  not . I ndepend e nt 
U F O  sighti ngs i n  and a rou nd t h e  H u ffm a n  
a rea , aero s Texas and i n  adj oi n i ng states 
d u ri ng the  same period su gges t  that  t h e  F O  
w a s  i ndeed a phys ical  c raft .  The vict i m s  vve re 
certa in ly  i nj u re d ,  pos s i b l y  by t h e  c raft . 

But no evide nce cou l d  be fou nd t h a t  a n  
abduct ion h a d  taken p lace . A fe w  months  
after t he i ncident V ickie  agreed t o  u n d e rgo 
regre s i ve h ypnosis  u nd e r  the g u i d a nce o f  D r  
R .  Leo S p r i n kle o f  Wyom i ng U n ivers i t y .  A n  
aut hori t y  on abd uct ion case s ,  D r  S p r i nkle 
said he fou nd no i nd i cat i o ns th at Vickie  had 
been abd ucted . Bet t y  did not u nd e rgo h yp­
nos i s  because her d octors fea red it m i g h t  p u t  
t oo great a s t rai n u p o n  h e r  heart . 

\' 1 s IT  decided t h at t h e re had been no 
abd u c t i on .  S i nce other  w i t nesses h ad also 
test i fied to seeing t he h e l i copters,  i t  was 
conClu ded t h at the onl y part o f  sce nari o 2 
t hat was t rue wa t he part abou t t h e  U FO and 
t h e  i nj u ri e s .  
Scenario 3 I n  t h i s  sce nario t he h u ge U FO was 
carryi ng s m a l l e r  U FOS and d i spe n s i ng them 
near  t he c i ty  of H ouston .  Betty , V i ckie and 
Colb y happened al ong j u st i n  t im e  t o  i nter­
rupt t h e  operat i o n  and we re accide ntal l y  
i n j u red . Rat her t h a n  r i s k  hav i ng t h e  t h ree 
observers talk about w h at they had see n ,  t he 
L: FO operators made t hem ( b y  h o l ographic  
mean s  m i nd control or hypnosis)  see t he 
smal l e r  U FO S  as hel icop t e rs .  The L FO ope r­
ators we re p robab ly u naware t h at t he v i ct i m s  

Vick ie  u nderg o i n g  reg ress ive 
h y p n os i s  u nd e r  t h e  g u i d a nce 
of Dr R. Leo Spr i n k le .  in a n  
attem pt to  d i sc over w hether  
s he h a d  bee n  abd u cted by 
u F O  operators .  S i  nee n o  

evi d e nce of a b d u c t i o n  was 

fou nd .  V I S I T c o n c l uded t h at 

t h e  i dea  of t h e  h e l i copters 
h ad n ot been ' i m p l a nted '  i n  
t h e  v ic t ims '  m i ncJs  

C a s h- La n d ru m  c a se 

h ad b ee n i nj u red ,  and huped t he y \\.l)t! l d  
acce pt  t he s ight  o f  h e l icopters as u n rem ark­
able,  a n d. say no m o re about  t he m .  T h i �  
sce nario w a s  su ggested b y  an i m-e.  t i gawr fl )r  
t h e  Aerial  P he nomen a Re sea rc h O rgan i s ­

a t i o n  of Tucson,  A ri z on:1 . )  
S i nce t h e  l ate 1 9 60s t he re h a\T b ee n a 

nu m be r  of case s i n  \Y h i c h i t  ,,.a ·  not c lea r 
,,·het her L 'F O S  or h e l i cop te rs \\"C re i n n ) h·ed . 
At t h e H u ffm an e\·ent  it appe a rs t hat a l 'F t )  
and he l i copters ,,·e re i nt e ract i ng i n  S l )ml' 
,, · ay . T he v i c t i m s  saw t he hc l ic l)pt e rs at 
H u ffm an ,,· h i le the LTO ,,·as nearb y and :.1 1 l )  
a fte r i t  had m o\·ed se\-cra l  m i k s  <1\\·ay :  ot her  
,,· i t nesses sa\\. t h e  he l i copters ,,· i t hout  t h e 
l T O ,  or t h e  L ' F O  w i t hou t t h e  he l i copte r. . .  -\ s a ·  
res u l t  of  a l l t hese s ight i ngs \' ! S I T  c 1nc luded 
t h at  t he h e l icopters \\-e re not  c a m o u fl aged 
l TO S .  
,)'ccna rio 4 Be t t y , V i ckie a n d  Cl'll b y  e n ­
Cl)U nt e red a l T O  i n  t rou b l e : i t  \\·as  l )pe rat i ng 
an eme rge n cy s yste m  ( t he cone of fi re ' t l ) 
m·e rcum e t he p rob le m  a n d  get i t  on i t �  '" �1 y 
aga i n .  T\YO h o u r s  ear l i e r  t h e  s am e  c raft h �1d 
been seen m-e r  D ayto n and L i b e rt y  A y i ng 
l ike a space s h i p  i n  t rou b k ;  it had b · e n  
t racked o n  rad a r  u nt i l  i t  d i pped l l'lU l O\\' l l )  l L· 
see n , \\· hen a m i l i t ary team \\·as . c n t  t l ) 
i m-c sr i gate . T h e  team had C H - . . p  hea,· y l i ft 
h e l i copte rs t o  carry t roops t o  cord on off <1 
crash scene, and e q u i pm e nt t o  neu t ra l i se any 
p rob l e m ;  the  smal l e r  h e l i copters ,,·e re g u n ­

s h i ps for p rotect i o n .  \\ 'hen t he l T O  re�ai ned 
cont rol and made for t he coa s t .  the k ;1J 
h e l icopters stayed c l ose t o  i r  t o co l l ec t  d ar n .  
O t he r  h e l icop t e rs he ld bac k ,  i n  ca e t he L T U 
s h ou l d t ry to l a nd , or s h ou l d  cra s h .  

Rc.  c a r c h  for t h i s  sce n a r i o  p rod u ...:eJ a 
n u m be r  of ot her  L' F O  ig ht i ngs i m·oh· i ng 
t ri a ngu l a r  or d i amond - sh aped ob j ects . b u t 
on l y  a fc ,,. of t h ese belched fl ames from t h e 
u nd e rsi de fur a p ro l o nged pe r i o d .  T h i -;  
see m ed to s u p po rt t h e  i d e J  t h at t h e  H u ffm�m 



Cash- La n d ru m  c ase 

O ne d a y  i n  Apri l - 1 9 8  1 a CH -47 h e l i cop­
ter fl e w  i nto D ayton, Colby Landru m ' s  
horne to\v n .  As t he l i tt l e  b o y  watched the 
a irc raft fl y  overhead, he became very 
upset  and agi t ated , because it  was t he 
same t ype of h e l i copter he h ad seen near 
H u ffman the p revious December.  To 
a l l ay his fears his gran d m other Vickie  
decided to t ake h i m  t o  the p lace where 
the hel icopter had landed,  i n  the  hope 
t hat it  \Vou l d  seem less  frighte n i ng on t he 
grou nd . 

When they reached t h e  land i ng zone 
they fou nd a lot  o f  other peop l e  a l ready 
there,  and had t o  wai t some t i me b e fore 
they were a l lowed to go i ns ide the hel i ­
copter a nd t a l k  t o  t h e  pi lot .  V i c k i e  and 
anot her v is i tor bot h claim t h at the p i lot  

U FO was in trou b l e .  Mo reove r, people close 
to a U F O  seldom suffer t he d i re i nj u ri es 
expe rienced i n  t he H u ffm a n  i nc i dent ,  and 
this suggests  that t he i nj u ries  we re caused by 
a system t hat was not ope rating p roperly .  

O ne p o  s ible  explanat i o n  for t he he l icop­
ters i that a m i l itary team was co-operat i ng 
with  t he l ; F o .  I f  that was t he case , i t  seem s 
possible that s i m i lar i nc id e n t s  had occu rred 
in the past and that t h i s  was a fai r l y  rou t i ne 
operation .  I t  m ight also su gge s t  that  a N A TO­
l i ke pact  exists  betvveen the u s  gove rnment 
and t he li FO ope rators , u n d e r  which a craft i n  
t rouble m ight i ssue a n  e m e rgency c a l l  for 
he l p .  H o\\ e ve r, it has to be sa id t hat the  u s  
goYernrnent refu ses to ack nowled ge t h at 
U FOS exist ,  nor i s  there any evide nce that 
such a mutual  a id  pact ex is ts .  
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UFO 
HOTLINE 
24 Hours a day cal l :  ( 713) 482-6702 
IF NO R ESPONSE CALL: (71 3) 488-2884 
Or Write to: · 

V. I .S. I .T. 
P .O.  Box 877 
Fr iendswood, Texas 77546 

V I S I T  is a N on- Profit Scient i f ic  
Research O rgan izat ion com posed 
of NASA Aerospace E n g i neers. A l l  
i n format ion w i l l  be reg arded as 
CON F I D ENTI AL. 
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I n  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  attem pts to g et 
h e l p  after the i r a l a rm i ng a n d  
d amag i ng exper ie nce.  Betty 
and V i c k i e  cou l d  f i n d  n o  one 

w i l l i ng to take a n  i nterest i n  
t he i r case . T o  m ake th i ngs  
e as ie r  for fut u re v ict i ms. V I S I T  
prod u ced t h i s  u F O  Ale rt 
Card ,  w h i c h  i s  d i str i buted to 
the med i a  a n d  po l i ce  w i th i n  
a 1 50 - m i le ( 2 40 - k i l om et re ) 
rad i us of H ou ston  

s a i d  he h ad been i n  the a r e a  b e fore for t he 
pu rpose of checki ng on a L TO rep orted i n  
t roub l e  near H u ffm a n .  \X'he n  Vickie told 
the p i l ot h ow happy she was t o  meet him 
because she was one o f  t he people 
bu rned b y  t he · Fo ,  he re fu s ed t o  talk to 
them any fu rther and h u s t le d  them out 
of the ai rcraft .  

\' I S I T  l a t e r  l ocated the p i l ot and ques­
t i oned him. He adm i tted t o  knowing 
about V ickie 's  and Bett y ' s  e ncounter 
\Yi t h  t he U FO ,  b u t  m ai nt a i ned that he had 
not been in t h e  area in D ecember,  and 
had h ad noth i ng to d o  ,,· i t h  any L" F O .  
U n less  another p i lot  d e c i d e s  to s p e a k  u p ,  
i t  see m s  t h a t  t h e  source of t h e  hel i copt er 
reporte d  at H u ffm a n  \Yi l l  rem a i n  
s h roud ed i n  mystery . 

Scena rio 5 I n  t h i s  scenario the ,,·hole a tTa i r  
\\·as a government c lass ified operat ion and 
\\·as m i staken b y  the ,,· i rnc, s c s  fo r a l Tt )  
encou nter .  The hel i copters cou ld h:1\·c h c e n  
transp orted to the H ouston area from a n y  
base i n  the U S A  or ce ntral Ameri ca,  a n d  cou ld 
have been taki ng part in a n yt h i ng from an 
annual t ra i n i ng exercise to some special  
operat i o ns s i m u l at i o n .  The ' t: Fo'  m ight hm·e 
been a power p l an t  a ,,·eapons system or an 
electron i c  cou ntermeasures system, and it 
m ight have been s l u ng from a hel icopter or 
A.o\\·n by remote contro l .  The i nj u rie  cou ld 
have bee n  caused b y  a p o,,·e rfu l  pu lsed 
m icrowave system or by ex posu re t o  some 
fu e l ,  d e fol iant  or ot her u n i d e n t i fied l i q u i d .  

As far a s  t h i s  scenario i s  co nce rned , t h e  t · s  
gm·e rnment Categorica l l y  re fuse t O  acknO\\·­
Jcdgc owners h i p  of the hel i copters . een O\Tr 
H u ffman on 29 D ecem ber 1 9  >o.  �or m: re 
there any com me rci :1 l  operat i o n  i m·r,h· i n g 
he l i copters of. t he heaYy l i ft type along t he 
G u l f  coast at t hat t i m e .  S i nce s ix  \Y i t nes.  C !:>  
h:1\·c pos i t i ,·e ly  ident ified the hel icopters.  
and s i nce no one \Y i l l  accept re spon i h i l i r y  for 
them,  it must  be as u med that t h i  ,,·as a 
secret operati o n  and t hat the \\·e l fare of the 
,· ict ims ,,·as of seco ndary import a nce . \ ' ick ic  
Landrum i s  qui te  certa in  that sc nari o 5 i s  
t he co rrect one . The L T O  ,,·as not , she  say , 
' from ou ter space ,,· i t h  l it t le gree n m e n ,  
t h at' s for sure .  I f  the gO\·e rnme nt d oe s n ' t  
k n o w  abou t i t ,  t hey better fi nd ou t . '  

\" I S IT has take n  steps t o  make t h i ngs ea ier  
for fu t u re ,·ict i m s  of L1 FO e ncou nters .  \\'hen 
Betty and \ ickie  fi rst  sought he l p �  t he y  could 
fi nd no o ne wi l l i ng to take a n  i nt e rest i n  the ir  
case . \' I S I T  has now p roduced a t · Fn :\len 
Card which i s  d i str ibut ed t o  the med i a  and 
pol ice wi t h i n  a I 5 0- m i l e  ( 2 -fO - k i l omet rc 
r:1d i u s  of Houston.  Eve n ,,·hen t he ,,·omen 
did find med ical  h e l p ,  t h e re ,,·as no i nf wm ­
a t i o n  avai lab l e  to t h e i r  d octor. about i nj u rie  
sustai ned in earl i e r  c r-o e ncou nters . n IT i .  
now re searc h i ng such i nj u ries  and h ores to  
produce a check- l i st for u se b y  d octor. and 
l TO i nvest igators in fu t u re i ncident , .  

______ ___ ___________________________________ __J 



P E NTAGO N I NVESTI GAT E S  CAS H - LAN D R U M  CAS E 

(Ed. Note: Excerpts from investigator's 
notes in MUFON files submitted by 
VISIT - Vehicle Internal Systems 
Investigative Team . )  

During the months that followed 
the 29 December 1980 incident near 
Huffman , Tex. , where Betty Cash, 
Vickie Landrum ,  and Colby Landrum 
were injured while in close proximity to 
a large water tank-like object and a 
large contingent of military type 
helicopters , our requests for assistance 
from governmental officials fell on deaf 
ears. Bureaucratic apathy began to 
crack after "That's Incredible" aired a 
television segment on the case. Then 
Science Digest and Omni magazines 
published small articles that aided in 
g e t f i n g s o m e  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  
Washington, D.C.  

On 24 February 1982 I received a 
call from the U.S .  Air Force Liaison 
.Office in Washington, D . C .  The caller 
was Capt . Jenny Lampley. She 
explained that a Congressional inquiry 
had resulted in her assignment to 
determine if USAF helicopters had 
been involved in the 29 December 1980 
case. Approximately two weeks later I 
learned from· Richard Niemtzow at 
Travis Air Force Base , Calif. , that Capt. 
L a m p l e y h a d  c o n c l u d e d  h e r  
investigation and the results were 
negative . Supposedly , the Air Force 
'doesn't utilize twin rotor helicopters. 
(That answer is questionable. The 
Houston Chronicle newspaper showed 
a photograph of a twin rotor helicopter 
in _ the 17 August 1982 issue . The 
caption read "Honduran soldiers 
surround a U.S.  Air Force helicopter 
during joint military exercise . . . .  ") 

On 19 March 1982 I was called by 
Lt. Col. G eorge Sarran from the 
Department of the Army Inspector 
G eneral office in the Pentagon. Col. 
Sarran explained that his office had 
received the inquiry from the Air Force 
Liaison Office because the Air Force 
had concluded their units were not 

By John F. Sch_uessler 

involved. He explained that his interest 
was in the possibility that Army 
helicopters were involved. He would be 
inves t i ga t i ng t ha t  a l le gat ion . H e  
stressed that the U.S.  Army had no 
opinion about the unidentified object or 
UFOs in general. 

Col. Sarran said he called because 
his office had been pulsed to give some 
a n s w e r s  a b o u t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
involvement.  At his request I provided a 
verbal account of the incident from 
beginning to end. He stated that he had 
been stationed at Fort Hood before 
going to Washington and was familiar 
with their operations . For that reason · 
he felt that Fort Hood was probably not 
involved, although they have a number 
of twin rotor helicopters . He said their 
testing and operations were generally 
c o n d u c t e d  on t h e  F o r t  H o o d  
reservation. H e  stated that a s  far as he 
knew Fort Hood had the only 
helicopters of that type (CH-47 
Chinook) in the area. I told him I had 
found CH-47s to be stationed at 
Ellington AFB in Houston and at the 
Dallas Naval Air Station and provided 
telephone numbers so he could check 
on them. He said then that it would be 
his initial conclusion that if helicopters 
were present they surely would have 
been from Ellington and that would be 
the place for him to begin his 
investigation . 

He had interpreted the incident to 
be a helicopter in trouble, landing for 
repairs ; but concluded that didn't fit the 
situation because none had been 
reported. He had trouble accepting the 
Cash/Landrum concept that there was 
an object , probably a government 
experiment other than a helicopter in 
the air that night . He based his opinion 
on the fact this was the 1980 Christmas 
week and most military installations go 
on holiday routine, allowing most of the 
troops to go home for the holiday 
period. He then questioned the replies 
given VISIT investigators by the various 
military installations we had called. He 

concluded they were more or less 
truthful . He was very courteous and 
said he would try to contact Ellington. 
He said he'd be glad to act on any hint of 
a cover-up that we might find, as the 
Army feels it very important to have a 
good rapport with the community. 

Later the same day Col . Sarran 
called me a second time to let me know 
he had made contact with Ellington. 
The Commanding Officer of the 136th 
Transport Unit , a reserve group 
stationed at Ellington, and flying CH-
47s . The commanding officer was Maj. 
Dennis Haire. Major Haire was to call 
and discuss the incident with me. Col. 
Sarran said he had trouble convincing 
Major Haire he was serious . Haire 
obviously had never heard of the case. 
He said now he was even more sure 
that no helicopter had gone down on 29 
December 1980. Also, he assured me 
that the CH-47s are not flown on 
Monday nights. I rejected that assertion 
by quoting the fact that three flew from 
Ellington on Monday 15 March 1982, 
just four days before his call. He agreed 
there were exceptions . , 

Maj. Haire called me on 22 March 
1982. He has been a member of the Air 
Force detachment since 1966 and in 
charge since 1978. His detachment has 
eight CH-4 7 A Chinooks, assigned 
there in 1980. Prior to that time they 
were a Medivac Unit. He explained the 
"A" model Chinook has 2 hours fuel 
plus 15 minutes contingency. Cruising 
speed is 1 10 knots, with a 135 knot 
maximum. They can fly non-stop to San 
Antonio or Austin , but must refuel at 
College Station if they fly to Dallas . If 
they go on a field exercise they 
schedule a 5,000 gallon USAF fuel truck 
to meet them along the way. Each CH-
47 A takes 450 gallons of fuel for a fill-up. 

Maj . Haire said there are no CH-
47s in Louisiana. A contingent is 
stationed at Fort Sil l ,  Okla. , and many 
C H-47s are stationed at Fort Hood, 
Tex .  The Fort Hood CH-47s are the 

(continued on next page) 
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Pentagon, Continued 
"C" model. They can ·do a round trip to 
Houston and back without refueling. 
They have a 3 hour plus 30 minute 
contingency capacity. Maximum speed 
is 1 75 knots and cruising speed is 140 
knots . He pointed out that there were 
no Chinooks flying in 1980 except for 
military units, so civilian Chinooks 
could not have been involved in the 
Cash/Landrum incident . 

The Ellington unit flies around the 
Houston control area all the time. They 
.average 2000 hours/year/man. Fort 
Hood averages 900 hours/year/man. 
Maj. Haire is proud of his unit's record. 
His unit does a lot of airborne troop 
implacement drilling. They use the 
Addicks Reservoir north of Houston as 
a jump zone. In addition to the eight 
CH-47s they have four Hueys and four 
58s. Maj. Haire said he was 99% sure 
that Ellington CH-47s were not involved 
in the 29 December 1980 incident .  He 
said he could find out by looking up 
flight plans, aviators records, and the 
form 759s that document flight times. 
Each flight of the CH-47 requires two 
pilots plus an enlisted (E-6) crew chief. 
Sometimes a fourth person joins the 
crew. The Chinook can pick up and 
carry small equipment , but nothing real 
large. That would require a "Flying 
Crane." 

Chinooks are not capable of joint 
operations - more than one helicopter 
working together to carry a large 
object. Helicopter pilots are very light 
sensitive at night and try to avoid bright 
objects because they ruin the pilot's 
night vision. For that reason he doubts 
that helicopters would have flown near 

· · the diamond-shaped object sighted by 
Cash/Landrum. They don't even turn 
on the inside helicopter lights until after 
they have landed. Major Haire also runs 
a commercial helicopter service at 
Lakeside Airport in Houston. 

Maj. Haire called ·me again on 26 
March 1982. He said he had called Col. 
Sarran io report the results of our 
earlier telephone conversation. Col. 
Sarran is evidently digging into the case 
like a tiger - representing the 
Inspector G eneral's office. Mark 
Charbenaugh who works with Maj . 
Haire , is associated with the Austin 
reserves and Maj. Haire with the 
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Ellington National Guard CH-47 unit. 
Mark noted that the air maps show two 
microwave towers to the northeast of 
Houston . He questioned whether or 
not there could have been a microwave 
accident . No answer to this one . 

Maj. Haire said he had no idea 
what went on on 29 December 1980. He 
was definitely not involved. He felt that 
the government well might have some 
spec ial  devi c e s ,  some advanced 
technology, or some test vehicles that 
could cause the reported symptoms. 
However, as a civilian or as a National 
Guard member he doesn't know of 
anything like that. I asked him if he had 
ever heard of a NEST unit operating 
here . He said no and he didn't even 
know what that acroriym meant.  I 
r e l a t e d  t h a t  i t  m e a n t  N u c l e a r  
Emergency Survival T earn. H e  drew a 
blank on it .  

Col.  Sarran called again on 8 April 
1982 . He had talked with Capt . Richard 
Niemtzow at Travis AFB and with Dr. 
P e t e r  R a n k  in W i s c o n s i n .  H e  
understood their viewpoints , but 
decided to come to Houston in May to 
investigate for himself. He said there 
was n o t h i n g  s e c r e t  a b o u t  h i s  
involvement.  H e  said "the Army 
doesn't say UFOs exist or do not exist. 
That is up to someone else ."  If Army 
helicopters were involved and it was 

t h e i r  f a u l t  t h e y  w o u l d  t a k e  
responsibility. He went on to say that all 
reserve u n i t s  are u n d e r  Force 
Command in Atlanta. This doesn't 
apply to National G uard units . Col. 
Sarran said he was checking to see if 
any helicopters sprayed fuel or were 

. involved in an agent orange type drill. 
He received negative replies from The 
Training Indoctrination Command, 
Testing agency at Ft. Hood, Corpus 
C h rist i  NAS , Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, and the Pentagon. The 
computer lists no activity at Huffman, 
Tex.  on 29 Dec 1980. 

Col. Sarran called on 23 April 1982 
to set a tentative date for his trip to 
Houston. He is to fact-find the claim of 
helicopter involvement in the Cash­
Landrum case. He planned to meet 
with me, Vickie Landrum, Willie 
Culberson, and a Dayton policeman we 
had fo u n d  who had witnes sed 
helicopters on 29 Dec 1980. He had 
contacted all bases and found that none 
flew near Huffman on the subject date.  
Fort Hood only flew one helicopter . It 
flew to Houston, to Galveston, and 
back to Fort Hood by 8 p.m.  

On 25 May 1982 I met with Col. 
Sarran at the International Airport 
Holiday Inn in Houston. He asked me to 
do a taped interview relating what I 

(continued on next page) 
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knew about the case. I did the interview 
with the agreement I could also tape the 
whole thing. He cordially agreed. The 
interview lasted about 45 minutes and 
covered a full narrative of the incident 
as I knew it .  

At noon on 25 May 1982 Col. 
Sarran and I visited Vickie Landrum in 
her home in Dayton. Col. Sarran was 
happy to have me along during the 
interview. Bertha Landrum, Vickie's 
sister, was also present .  Col. Sarran 
told Vickie this was an official 
Investigation and she was free to talk 
about it to anyone she wished. He gave 
her form letter type information on the 
Privacy Act which is to protect her; but 
told her he couldn't guarantee privacy. I 
recorded the full interview and retained 
the tape. A copy of the tape was sent to 
Peter Gersten in New York. Col. 
S a r r a n  c a l l e d  B e t t y  c

·
a s h  i n  

Birmingham from Vickie's house and 
had an unofficial fact -f.inding discussion 
with her. 

At approximately 1 :30 p.m. Col. 
Sarran, Vickie Landrum, Bertha 
Landrum and myself went to see 
Dayton Police Officer L.L.  Walker (his 
telephone is unlisted, but on file), I 
taped the full interview with the 
policeman and his wife Marie . They 
observed CH-47s in the exact same 
area near Huffman, but 4 to 5 hours 
after the original incident. This time the 
helicopters seemed to be searching for 
something on-the ground. They flew in 
groups of three with searchlights 
shining down on the ground. A portion 
of the transcript of the Walker interview 
describes the situation as follows: 

Lamar Walker says: On December the 19th 
my wife and I was coming back home from 
her Mother and Dad's who live in Plum 
Grove. I t 's about 3 miles behind Splendora 
into the wood area. We was travelling New 
Caney Road, we just came through there 
the cut off and hit Cedar Bayou and uh 
came across the river and cut down the 
school_road at the Huffman new high school 
there and just got back on FM 1960. We 
were approximately, we was inside the 
Liberty county city limits and just made a 
turn out there by the railroad tracks on a 
curve, headed east. 

And I made a remark I said, "Marie," I said. 
She said, "What's that noise?" I said "well I 
don't know." But I said "it sounds like 

helicopters and it 's getting louder." She 
says "well I don't see any airplane" and I said 
" it's not an airplane it 's a helicopter, Marie," 
and she said, "whatever it is it sure is low" 
and I said "yeah it is." So I rolled my car 
window down and there was very very little 
traffic and so I slowed way down and I 
started looki�g and and I could see some 
flashing lights in the air approximately 
anywhere from 400 to 500 feet in the air and 
I got to picking out more of them and as I 
was picking them out I picked out 3 in a 
victor formation and about maybe a 
thousand and a little bit off to the left of it 
was another sector of V with 3 choppers in 
i t .  And as I looked a little bit better I seen 
three more. The twin tops, front and aft , the 
shape and everything. 

I said well they must be on maneuvers 
again, National Guard or something, out at 
Fort Polk or the Coast Guard doing 
something and I looked a little bit closer and 
you could see some lower lights back off in 
the distance quite a ways back. I'd say 
about % of a mile - real good visibility that 
night and uh, I just registered off and we 
went on home . And it wasn't about oh, 
maybe three-four weeks uh three-four days . 
maybe a little bit longer when I heard over 
the news of what happened and I told Marie 
I said, gee whiz I even told the men around 
the office there. We setting around talking 
one day I said, "What in the devil's all the 
helicopters around for?" I said "They have 
an airplane crash?" They said, "no, not that 
I heard." 

Col. Sarran said he was convinced 
t h a t  O ffi c e r ·  W a l k e r h a d  s e e n  
Helicopters, but it still had t o  be proven. 

Next Col. Sarran and I visited the 
M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f 
Department in Conroe, Tex.  We were 
checking on an allegation that the Sheriff 
had instigated the flight of helicopters 
on 29 December 1980 . We found that 
all the people in the Sheriff's Dept. had 
been replaced on 2 January 198 1 .  None 
of the original people were around at 
the time of our visit .  We spoke with 
Chief Deputy B.J. G rounds, Lt. Lowre, 
and Pete Perkins . All the people 
interviewed said they would not call the 
National Guard - ·it was not part of 
their procedure. They would probably 
call Houston police for assistance. 
Chief G rounds suggested we contact 
Carl Mangogna who was in charge of 
the Harris County Patrol Divison, 
responsible for helicopters at the time. 
The duty officer on 29 Dec 1980 was 
G loria Eshenbeck.  Later I contacted 
Mangogna but was unable to find 
E s h e n be c k .  C h i e f  G ro u n d s  a lso 

suggested we visit the Army Medivac 
unit at Hooks Airport to the northwest 
of Houston. We tried but it was closed 
- all members were at a special 
meeting out of town. 

On 26 May 1982 I called Carl 
Mangogna as a followup to the 
Montgomery County Sheriff Dept. I 
tracked him down through his father, 
also a Carl Mangogna. He is now Chief 
of Security for a Houston corporation.  
He had no memory of the events on 29 
December 1980. He suggested that I 
call Capt. Defore of the HPD. 

On 26 May 1982, Chief Warrant 
Officer Gustafson of the Army Medivac 
unit called. He had done some checking 
at our request with other members of 
the unit at Hooks and suggested the 
following possibilities: 

(a) There was a Quick React Force 
operating in Louisiana and Texas 
during the last year and a half. The last 
they heard of it was about 6 months 
earlier, operating near Morgan City, 
Louisiana. He said they pract iced "Iran 
type" raids, operating from a small 
carrier in the Gulf of Mexico. Other 
times they haul in 5,000-gallon fuel 
bladders for refueling. Their operation 
is secret and not announced. 

(b) The USMC in New Orleans 
operates CH-46 helicopters . He doesn't 
know of any operation in the Houston 
Area but it is always a possibility. (VISIT 
check on the USMC unit in March 
1981 .  No activity . )  

(c) Ken Defore of the Houston 
Police ·Department lives in Dayton, 
Tex .  He will visit L.L. Walker and 
double check him on his claim of seeing 
CH-47s on 29 Dec 1980. 

On 27 May Chief Gustafson called 
with an update report. His followup 
with Ken Defore of the Houston Police 
Department was positive. Capt. Defore 
said he has no doubt that Dayton police 
officer L . L. Walker saw CH-47s. He too 
felt they were probably part of a Quick 
React Force. He said Walker saw 12 
helicopters . Four G roups of three each 
in "V" formation.  The lead aircraft of 
each "V" was shining a spotlight on the 
ground as if searching for something. 
Another element flew 1 Y2 miles behind 
in a three-abreast formation. Altitude 
was around 500 feet . They altered 
course and headed for the Gulf of 

(continued on next page) 
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Mexico. They could have refueled from 
5,000-gallon fuel bladders in the area or 
from a flattop in the Gulf. Gustafson 
said "We may have uncovered a bucket 
of worms. "  

Col. Sarran called o n  1 June 1982. 
He had no. luck in locating a unit 
responsible for the helicopters on 29 
Dec 1980. Only Fort Bragg, N .C . ,  Fort 
Devens, Mass. , Panama, and Europe 
have Quick React units . They weren't 
involved. Five CH-47s flew over Dayton 
on 22 May at 1 1  a.m. I asked him if it 
would help to check and see where they 
were from, thus providing a clue to at 
least the range for operations on 29 
Dec. He said it wouldn't help . Lots of 
units could overfly the .area.  Fort Hood 
participates in the yearly Reforger 
exercis� and flies from Fort Hood to 
Port Arthur as part of the exercise. 
That would take them near Dayton. 
Col .  Sarran is due to answer the original 
inquiry and talk to John Nyter, Deputy 
Head of Congressional Liaison. He said 
he would get back to me on the Quick 
React thing. He e xpects to report 

6 

1 9t8 z. 

"negative findings ."  
Col .  Sarran called on 25 June 1982 

as a last follow-up. We talked about the 
APRO Bulletin claim of knowing it was a 
g ov e r n m e n t  d e v i c e  a n d  h a v i n g  
evidence that would help i n  the case. I 
suggested he call Coral Lorenzen , the 
author of the article, since I had no idea 
what she was talking about. As a 
wrapup he told me he had contacted 
the lawyers at Bergstrom Air Force 
Base; Vickie and Betty had gone there 
to give testimony at the suggestion of 
Senators Bentsen and .Towers. Vickie 
told Col . Sarran he should get a copy of 
the tape made at Bergstrom. He had 
gotten that tape . It revealed nothing 
new. He said, "obviously something 
happened to the ladies ."  However,  he 
could find no group responsible for the 
helicopters . An operation of that 
magnitude would have been "big time." 
Fueling would have been a problem. He 
just cannot believe it wouldn't have 
been exposed. The Special Operations 
Branch, Delta Project (Iran raid) and 
skyjack and terrorist fighting groups 
were checked and all responded with a 
"negative."o 

- - - - __________________________ ___. 



These three people still 
suffer symptoms similar 

to victims of an a tomic 
attack e1'er since their 

close encounter with a 
UFO more than two 

years ago. Their condi­
tion worsens every d y 
Government authorities 

have data which they 
won 't r lease. about the 
UFO,thdt may help cure 

them . . .  See story on 
page 3. 
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By Lucille de Saint-Andre 11.(11\L lO rH£ t..tl.l/i \l'O"t..J 
Two Texas women and a litt le boy. 

mnocent \'ictims of a co·.,er-up. are 
;"ighting for their l1 ves in a cont mu ing 
;aga of governmen; L'F'O i n trnnsi­
�ence. They ha;·e now filed a ilO mil· 
ion damage claim agamst the 
3ergstrom U.S. Air F orce Base near 
-\ustin, '!Cxas in an incident so 
.ncredible that it seemE to come nght 
mt of a sci-f1 f1lm. 

In what has been termed 
1s perh:�ps the most s1gnificant 
mcounter of th1s time by suc-h em i· 
1ent UFO inv stigbtors as Dr. J.  
\lien H y n e k ,  d1rec tor of t h e  Center 
'or UFO Studies. and McDonnell 
)ouglas space engmeer John Scltues­
;Jer, the victims sur  ercd cons1der· 
1ble radiation po:sonir.g that 
1as doctors groping in the dark about 
.vhat treatment to use on them. 
ihey could be helped 1f their suit 
;uccceds in obtaming related 
locuments under the Freedom of 
.nformation Act so that the nature of . heir il lness can be determined. 
>JI three have bfen in and out of hos· 
>itals since it happened. 

Betty Cash and \'tckie Landrum, 
>oth in their fifties.  and 
:randson Colby Landrum, 9, con· 
inue to suffer from sevne phys1cal, 
:motional and econom1c damages 
!rising from the1r close 
:ncountrr with the L'FO they met on 
1 bleak lllonday wmter evemng 

December 29, 1980 on a 
desened stretch of a Texas road 
between New Caney and 
Huffman not far from Houston. They 
were on t hei r v. ay home to Dayton 
when their car wa� blocked by a huge 
diamo:td -shaped UFO throwing 
forth red and orange names from its 
bottom. 

"The object was extremely 
bright," they sa id , "and appeared to 
be the size of a city water tank. It was 
approximately 60 80 feet above the 
road." 

' 
What happened next was the 

!>-!ginning of an ongoing nightmare 
that has altered the li\'es of a ll 
panicipants. They stoppe the car, 
got out and stared at t h e  UFO. 
lt was now hovering at t ree top level 
approximately 135 fee t from 
them. Betty Cash, who was driving 
the automobile, felt intense and 
excruciating heat coming from the 
UFO. Vickie Landrum stood on 
the p.:lSScn�ter's stde and clutched the 
boy to her. The boy was terrified 
and scre2med for her to get back into 
the car. They both did and the boy 
hid on the floor. Betty Cash after fi \'e 
minutes got into the car but noted 
that lhe door handle was so 
hot that �he had to use her jacket to 
close it. 

TI1ey followed the object wh i ch 
was movin& westward. After some 
three mi les they saw 
approXJmatelr 2.3 m i htary·type heli-
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A mao of the flight path of the UF(j �.i;:�hte-d by Belly Ca"h and VICk•e and Colby 
landrum. which also shows where tne tno f1rS! saw the UFO and where they slopped 
to watch tts flight. 

copters. several of which 
appeared 1'0 be double rotary types, 
near the object. Fmally the UFO 
disappeared, end so did the hchcop· 
ters. 

Betty d�pped off Vickie and her 
grandson st th�ir h<>me then drove to 
her own home. She !>�tid her head 
felt ns "Lhour.h it would burst." Within 
hours she developed e xt reme Ctnd 
prolonh(.'<.i headaches, nausea, a swol· 
leo neck, nxi blotches on her face 
I!Ild head end swollen enrlvbes 
and eyelids. Her eyes · 
clo:.cd compte e� and she could not see for severfl! days. The rt>d 
blotches became blbters of clear 
fluid. 

Et-tty and Vickie lo�t rnoch of 
t eir l.a1r Wh�n it f,!'rew hack it w11s 
\ .1k.er a11d gm\·er. \'icl.. ie's fm·  
semmls �ot  holes. She de\'l•loj.:C'tl a 
c.atnract in her right !')'C. H t• r  
I"!(  eye l� now much ,...M:><�. ·>�· 
S<:huc•s er ho !.Ali< tu her 
< '<"ry \> K. 
Srmptoms .rt \VOr end 'IHir-&e 

"L\'t'r}' fi"W IDOfl!h< lt .•. l, W\lrM . 

was very a c l ive. �tlen woman, she 
ran a restaurant ;,nd sma l l  
grocery !;\ore. Bet ty Di s h  worked 
wtth her. l'ow they've closed 
t-oth businesses . Si ce the incident 
they haven't worked one day. 

"They're not whnt you'd call edu· 
cated pcople but t hey'rt> ' e ry 
111CC and have u good rcp\JiiltJon. 
As1de from the hlow� to thetr health 
<�nd thetr J>Ockct t>ooks, they've 
taken some .abuse. People h;we (:iven 
them a hard ttm c," Schuessler said. 

"As far a s  the hel icopters go 
( which have hecn ident1f1cd &s U.S. 
Army Chinook models from 
Bett)''s nnd \'icY.ie's and Colby's 
dcscription). we haven't been able to 
pro\'c a nythinr,, so fl!r. But we're 
CO:-Jftdt•nt there werr: helicopters. J ' m  
p-o s i t i vt  9Q percent sorncth:ng hllp· 

nt>d. These people are not hoaxer�." 
lJO<'s he tlunk tt.c bo)' W i l l  � al l 

ri!lh ! ?  "That'!'. qut>.t 1onahle. Some of 
the docturs hrtw infon al l )• said 
that he c�uld dev lop lcul-.t'mla-lit:e 
syrnp:nms during the next tl'n 
n·11rs.  They don't l.now th'e .:tck· 
r.com'd or this !>0 t hey won't 
knuw hDW to rreat lum. 

!';�J�,.;�)�:�'i sr�n�,t�t �·��� z:���d worked, Terrified or he-Hroptet s 
t-hl" cl r v\ e," SdiL'e�.�lcr �m11 tn n "The boy I S n10r afreid of hell· 
It 1:-p!->or. lntc. 'ICW frol · rx.��s. She ooranuoo on "'",. e 
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that th� IZrO:.JP was �· coiG ·hcarted, 
when he had �one to such 
lengths to t r r  and locate h1s son. Rais· 
ing the plane from the watery 
grave could prov1de some answers, 
but it may C{IU�e some new 
ones. (SUN, Melbourne, Australia, 
Jan. 1 1 ,  1 983). 

Some researchers bclie\'e c<.ttlc 
munlat10ns an: co,nectecl wi th UFO 
Sit? h t lnr:n , while othrrs reject the 
suo:gest1on Drn\(·r televis1on 
producer Lmdn Moulton I I  owe i s  one 
of the brdievers. She relates the 
story that Texan Judy 
Doraty was abducted by an a!' en 
craft ;ust a few mi lE's from r•ASA's . 
Johnson Space enter. Dunng 
the event she watched two beings cut 
into an animal - a classic m u t ila· 
lion. Apparently, the aliens 
ha\'e no emotions and nre "just doing 
their job." 

Ray Bocche. an investigator for the 
Mutual UFO Net·work. sa!d 
m utilations have been reported in 37 
countnes. Curiously, mu�1lation 
cases in the U nited States also con· 
tain reports of myste•y helicop-
ters in t he a i r  near the 
mutilation s i te .  Ills report ties in with 
the myst ry helicopters �een ur· 
ing some of the rece"lt UFO incidents 
as welL (JOURNAL, Lincoln, NE, 
Nov. 1 5, 19S2). 

During December a mutilated 
heifer was found near Nor· · 
fold, l'\ e hraska. The iSO pound animal 
was mtssing t h e  ears and the ri gh t 
front leg.  l· lesh w·as clranly cut 
from t he face. Llltle hlciOd was found 
and no c\'ldt'nce t h at the rnn:-�al 
w11, shot could he found The carcass 
was u ntou ched t>y sc.wengers, an 
unusual event in  n self  
(D.\ I LY l\EWS. Norfolk,  N E., Dec.  15 ,  
1 982) .  

A nine·\'car-old cow was found 
mutil ated rlcar ChC\'C!lOC, 
WY m December. The rancheriowner 
sa1d the case w a �  class1c. with one 
eyehall  gone. h�lf  11n udder, 
rt•ct u m  . and \':J!:tnil cleanly rcmo\·ed 
f rom the bod; w H h  expert preci· 
s ion Verv little blood was 
fpund. Prca.:Jtors 1'\0idr:-d t h e  carca ss. 
<r:.I\GLE. Chey nne. \\'\'., Dec. 3, 
JQ81). 

-UP 
oon!lnu<ld ht..., � 3  
copters now th:m o �  this bi!;.  Riowing 
thing.  \\'hen it first happened -
he wa5 7 t hen ...o.. "'-e took h 1 m  
a side o•1d we h :� d  h i m  m a k e  htrle 
d rawi nt-:s o f  the 'curt�rs \\ c ta lk  d to 
h i m  alone w 1 tiwut a:w of h i s  rei -
at I V  s so no one e<>uld 11ccuse u s  of 
slant ing things.  H e's a ru�:f<cd, 
acti,·e, mtclh�rnt i l trle l(u;, he gets 
very ood f.''Jdcs 1n F<:hool 11nd 
the tecchu� f ,ke t11 m .  Out he's ter· 
rif1ed of 'wptcrs. Once. shortly 

fter it hlljoi:>Cned. l hnd h1s grand· 
mot her brml( h 1 m down to the 
sp11ce cenl(·r where I 11·or� • .  

"Thtn t ill' btl: red llnd \\hite c ast 
�:u�rd ht· i lcorter cnmc f rom th� G u lf 
t!ircct1on r q  :\1 on·r !he �pace 
rrnlt'r Whrn he ht"ard It and S/IW i t  11(' 
thtckt•d urd r1111 for the but:d1nr.  I t  
\\ M ,  u 1 te an IIUt(lm/IUC re.lCtion H e  
complt-tt"ly p.11 1 1 l'keJ." 

Schue�··l"r. wlw's '.-orkrd in  the 
spa � c  c ra f t  f�t•ld >lliCf' 1'161 r.nd has 
t-een on C\ N)' m:1J•'r �p�ce ('I'O· 

I �ram I l l  th" c,:CJ,,' I'\', (�eb ( Il l'  CASC 
dl'<'m't f1t tht- n·.oJ,l "\l'c'r srtll 
1o,1k 1 1 11:  fot <"hit'S I t  t.rl-t> a 
IN of dt'lc I " '  ·ot 1.. . F\Jr 11 �tll!lC'e, 

• 

some of the pilots in thc'e I! lrcoptcr·s 
m u st h11vc gotten hurt t he snme 
way th�se people \O'Cre. l 
can't set> how th�r could hll\'e beeo 
protected unless they wore spc· · 
cia! su1ts. Of course t hey 'd be in mili · 
tary hospitals. We asked around 
the hosrn als but [;Ot nowhe-re. If they 
d1ed their fc m i lies might tll ik.  

"1 really think that what· 
ever it was. it was our of control. H it 

·as  fr·om Alpha Cent uri or some 
Air -force b:: ,e, wha;e •er, 1 
haYcn't seen an,..t h i n,:; that look� like 
i t .  It fits  the mold of w h·1t pt-ople 
th ink of as UFOs but UFOs don't put 
out rndiation. The on ly radiation 
comes from countcrmeosures here 
and they're not gener&lly deep 
or intens1 f1ed enough to hurt people. 
If they �re carrying somethwg 
- weapons or a hirh energy source 
platform that could explatn it 
(red Bnd orange names) b�t I can't 
find anythir g in any of tt1e tech· 
nical srchives that loc•ks this way." 

Schuessler, who's deputy direc· 
tor of t he Mutual UFO N twork, in 
Seguin, Texas, insists it is  a • 
UFO in any classic se;1se of the word. 

Victims suffer as mystery 
deepens · 

In the meantime, the two women 
and the tittle boy have not 
gotten beaer. They have sores and big 
welts which comes nnd g o  as if 
something happened to their immune 
S} stem and Colby has developed 
knots the size of thumbs in hrs knee 
joints.  They 've run out of money 
for treatment and thev can't work to 
make money. Betty has mo\oed to 
Alabama to live With her 
mother, V1cky feels she looks too tcr· 
rible ;o rf'open her restaurant or 
grocery store and moreover, can't see 
enou g h to hold a job. l l e r  dtagno-
sis reads,  "J{ad1atio damage. 
Type and dosagt: unknown. Promo­
sis: Unknown at th1s t i me." 

New York laywer Peter Gersten, nn 
lluthority on Freedom of Information 
Act requests reg�.ordinR UFOs. hopes 
t:is a d m inistrat iv" cla1m f1led in  
December 1 982 ( s e c  box) wil l  open 
government fi les and'produce the 
needed information. The Air Force 
h:ts f1ve months to' respond and rf  he 
doesn't get any act ion b y  then he will 
f i le su i t tn U.S. District Court in 
Texas. 

So far the rrvernment has denied 
any lmowledge of the heli copters at 
the scene and even extensi1•e invcs· 
tigotion led by Schuessler could not 
move any branch of the militl!rv to 
admit to the incident. 

· 

Nevertheless there hP.ve been 
other 1\·itnt-sses. Thrnj:s hke th1s  wn't 
just h.3ppen and vamsh into thin ir. 
With �o ml'ny peopll' and several wit· 
nes es involved 11nd the hiGhlY expllr 
Sll'e tndJ tiO:t issue in t he story 
soo:-.er or later someonr.'s got to l!�lk. 

Ger.<ten confidently predicts thnt 
this ye-ar o r  th<" nt• x t ,  the t:ovcrnmlr.1t 
wlll mar.e . me mJjvr disciosures 
reRnrdinR UFO . And that's wht-n the 
�tory will break wi4c open. I..Rt's hope 
It won'l l'e too late for Hetty C:n�h, 
Viooe U.n r11m and lit tle Col by. 

THE NEWS WOFitD, EW YOn!' CITY, Feb1ViVY 5, 1 9[13 

CO"'II..,.,....d from P�?O ( 
oncr lind for wh.nt purpose? 

This I S  wh;· it ts  i mper ative that we 
overe<>me the mental block of UFO 
witnesses and show they are not 
nlone in their encounters. It is of 
··n 1c concern lo ufology to come for· 
ward with t eir er.:--eriences oo mat· 
tcr how inl>ignificant they may reel 

their cncounrf•r is \\' 1 th  tlus t hought 
in mmd, those w1shmg to mf0rm us of 
their UFO encounter. or t0 !lid UFO 
res�rch by either subscnblni( to our 
b;-monrhly l i tl"rature o r  enrol l ing as 
an ltcttve member, nwv wnlt' us at: 

THE S131 
. 

PO. BOX 1 93 
STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK 
1 03 1 2. 
�· Pete Mazzola - 1983 

Ethel I\1oody 
ga 'e more than 6,000 free 
blood pressure tests last year. 

Has r een checked recently? 

Lots of folY.s call Ethel. Miss Blood Pressure. because she's one of the Red Cross volunteers who 
gives free blood presstUe tests. "High blood pressure is a silent disease," warns Ethel. "Gencl �Y. there are no S)1nptoms. The only way 
to tell if you've go! 1t 1s to have yow blood presstUe tak:en." About 35 million Americans have hiah blood pr es· 
sure. It's a leadrng cause of stroke, heart Chsease and kidney problems. Prompt trcaLrnent reduces that danger. In most 
peC?ple, h1g bloo presstUe can be lowered a11d kept 
unaer co:1trol. When \'\' A.S the las� time you had your blood pres­
sure checked? lf you can't remember, l t ·s been too long. Call your doctor. Or call u 

Ameri ,an H.ed Crm:s 

-------·------------------------------------------
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$ 15  lllillion sought front governlllent 

.. -

: . .'By WAYN E SAVAG E " ;  Staff Writer 
::::  Two women who cla i m  to have s u ffered radi­
: '  .. at ion burns in  a n  u nexpla ined U F O  incident a lmost 
�..: ·.th ree ye a rs ago near D a yton ,  Texa s ,  are  seeking 
":  -$ 1 5  mil l ion from the government to compens ate 
: • them for their medical  treatment ,  p a i n  and su ffer­
" � i n g .  
: :.. • The c l ai m ,  which t h e  A i r  Force rej ected in  M a y ,  
: .  · a lso seeks $ 5  m i l l ion f o r  t h e  9 - y,ear-old grandson o f  
• :  o n e  of  t h e  women . 
: -

· Betty C a s h ,  one of the women who reported the 
<. December 1 980 UFO sight i n g ,  s a id she developed 
:: : cance r a fter the i n cident a n d  underwent s u rgery in 
�-· M a rc h  to remove her r ight  breast .  The three vic­
• •  -ti m s  complain  o f  a variety o f  other a i l m en t s ,  in­
: : c;luding eye and skin  d isorders a n d  a n  i n a b i l ity to 
• .:·-resist infections . 
: :  � .  M s .  Cash and the other wom a n ,  Vickie  Landru m ,  
> :s a id they b l a m e  the government for the i n cident 
:. � because they s a w  n u m erous m i l it a ry -type hel icop­
. - : ten;  along with the m y sterious U F O .  M rs .  Land­
:-· _ rum counted 22 of  the double-rotor hel icopters , a n d  
- : - her t w o  companions each counted 23 . 
· .. : M rs .  Landru m 's grandso n ,  Colby , drew a p ictu re 
:..:..:or an aircraft that  resembled a m i l i ta ry hel ico pter 
. :; - li ke a CH -46 or CH-47 ,  said John Schu ess l e r ,  a U F O  
:., . .. i nvestigalar in  H ouston . ;: · �. But the Air  Force , a fter an investigat ion by its 

' , .. : inspector genera l ' s  office ,  concluded the U . S .  m i l i ­�� · ta ry w a s n ' t  i n v o l v e d .  
::..< " T h e  a tten d a nt f a c t s  fai l  to establ ish  t h a t  t h e  
...  un identi fied f l y i n g  obj ect or hel icopters were . .. . 
� .. ; 

owned or operated by the U .S. govern ment or any 
/ agenc y  o r  i nstrum entality thereof, " the A i r  Force 

said  in  a l etter denying the clai m .  
The den i a l  c a m e  in a May 2 3  letter from CoL 

R . R .  Semet a ,  ch ief  of the c la ims and tort l it igation 
staff o f  the Air Force judge a dvocate general 's 
off ice,  s a i d  Peter G ersten ,  a Tarrytow n ,  N .Y . ,  law­
yer who f i led the cl a i m .  

Semeta c o u l d  not  be reached for comment l a st 
week ,  and a s pokes m a n  for his  office referred 
q uestions to A i r  Force public-affai rs officials .  

G ersten s a id h e  appealed the denial  o n  J u l y  20 . 
" I  would expect i f  they deny the appea l ,  we 

would be i n  court  by the end o f  the yea r , "  h e  said. 
By then , it  wi l l  b e  three years s ince the night the 

women a n d  M rs .. Landru m 's grandson encoun­
tered the U F O .  

As described by Mrs .  La ndrum in a 1981 inter­
view,  they were driving toward Dayton o n  the 
n ight  o f  Dec . 29 , 1980,  when they s a w  a bright light 
s h i n i n g  through the treetops ahead . 

A s  their  c a r  rounded a b end on F a rm Road 1485 
about 15  m il e s  n orthwest of  Dayton , the U FO sud� 
denly a p pea red before t he m .  D iamond-sha ped and 
"tall  a s  a w a ter tower , "  i t  floated over the road 
j ust above the tr�etops, blindingly bright,  M rs . 
La ndru m  s a j d .  

S h e  s a id red-orange fla mes spewed f r o m  the bot­
tom a nd interm ittently bu rst into greater intensity 
w it h  a ru s h i n g  sound li�e a f lame-thrower a s  the 
obj ect m o ved higher . 

From 133 feet a way,  the heat was excruciatin g .  
" W e  felt  l ike we w e r e  �u r n i n g  u p , "  Mrs .  Land-

" 

··f .' t I 
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rum s a i d .  
S h e  estim a ted t h a t  s he and her compan ions were 

exposed for a t  least 10 m inu tes before i t  d rifted off  
over the trees.  

W hen the object fi na l ly s a i led off ,  they saw the 
hel icopters . 

. .  They were up ove:- it a nd fol lowing i t .  It was 
: l ike they were taking i t  somew here or  i t  was i n  
: trouble and they were helping i t , "  M r s .  Landru m 
. s a id in the earl ier · interview . 

� 

•• • Qr" ..... , • . . · - " \  t• .. , .. . ... . , ' . 

" " "  � .  ' � , � . . .. 

1 
Lt. C o l .  G eorge S a rran said he conducted a thor­

ough invest igat ion of the incident for the Air Force 
a n d conclu d ed no U.S .  m i l it a ry he l icopte rs were 
i n v o l v e d .  ;.. 

During his inquiry ; · Sarra n said . he cont�cted 
Fort P.o l k ,  La . ,  and every m i l ita ry Inst a l l a t i o n  in 
Texas , inc luding the Corpus Christl  Army D e po t . 
that  might  have · deployed a large n u m ber :of  

See UFO, p a g e  J E  

..... 

- -----------------�------------------



double1..:roto r h e l icopters o n  t h e  n ight of the  U FO 
incident .  

. The Corpus Christ i  d e p ot overhauls C H - �7 e n ­
gines�a tld t r a n s m i s s i o n s .  O v erhauls  o f  most o t h e r  
C H - 41' "co mponent s ,  i n cl u d in g  t h e i r  steel  b o d i e s ,  
a re perfo r m ed a t  t h e  N e w  Curo berla n d ,  Pa . ,  A r m y  
Depot . 

S.arran s a i d  fl i ght records were checked for the 
n ight of  the incident .  a n d  the invest igation covered 
not only the a ctive A r m y ,  but  a lso t h e  N a t ion a l  
G uard fi n d  reserve forces.  

He s a id a c h eck \v i t h  the Federa l A v iat ion A d ­
m i nistrat ion t u �ned u p  n o t h i n g ,  e\·en though t h e  
incident occur red o n l y  25 m iles from the m a i n  
flight p a t h  t o  Houston Intercon tinen t a l  A irp ort . 

Sarran sa id  he didn 't consider probing classified 
i n form a t ion as  p a rt of h is  i n v est i gat i o n . And in a 
Cal ler-T i m es i n t e r v ie w ,  he d i s m i ssed the  p o � � i ­
bi l i ty that  t h e  i n cident was p a rt of a t op - sc _ . et 
proj ect . 

" E v e rybody who m i g h t  h a v e  been remotely i n ­
volved i n  t h i s  t h i n g  I c a ! led a n d t a l ked to , " S a r r a n  
s a i d .  

" \'f e d o n ' t  do  research ;. m d  d e velop m en t  3 5  n1i l es 
northeast  of H o u s t o n .  Texa s , "  o r  during t he C h r i s t ­
mas hol id a ys .  h e  said . Such r e s e a rch w o u l d  b e  c o n ­
du cted a t  m i l i t a ry faci l it i e s  s uch as Fort Hood , · . 
near K i l l ee n ,  S a r r a n  s a id .  

A report released l a st year  b y  t h e  U . S .  Ho use 
Com m ittee  o n  A ppropria t ions said a cl a s s ified pro- . 
j ect ;,l.t . the N e w  Cu mber l a n d  A r my Depot d u ri n g  
fiscal ·ye a r  1 98 1  - v .. ·h ich began i n  O c t o b e r· 1 980 -
resu lted i n  approxima tely $ 1 1 .4 m i l l i on i n  l a b o r  
costs: - ·· 
. Ar�y spokesmen s a id the proj ect st i l l i s  cla ss:i fi - · 
ed, a n d  S a r r a n  s a id h e  was u n a \v a re of i t .  
= So what  h a pp ened ? : • 

.. ' . .  1 don 't  k no w  . . .  We ga v e  it what I felt w a s  o u r  
best shot : ·  S a rran s a i d . " I  wasn ' t  in  t h e  b u s i ness of  
:;aying t h is  th ing was a hoax or n ot a h o a x .  That  
was not my c a l l . ' ' 
... Scnuess l e r ,  who w orks for a N A SA co n t ra c t or o n  
tbe:s lice s h u t t l e  p·ro g ra m .  h a s  h i s  o w n  theories . . 
..

. 
· � t h i n k the Ar my knows .  qui te  fra n k ly , "  he 

� aia�;;.o 
• He spec u l a ted that  t h e  i n c i den t w a s  e i t h er a UFO 
ln trouble o r  a " m i l i t a ry p roj ect . . .  t h a t  w e n t  as­
tray,  a n d  the h el icopters were there to c lean up :the 

' ·  mess . "  · 

�· As they a w a it t h e  ou tcome of thei r c l a i m  . . the . 
three witnesses  t e n d  to t he i r inj ur ies . 
; M s .  C a s h ,  who now l i ves in Bi rmingha m .  A la . ,  
�aid doctors c a n ' t tren t her cancer wi th rad i a t io n  
b eca use they d i a gnosed h e r  a s  a l ready suffe r i n g  
fro m r a d i a t i o n  derm a t i t u s , a d isorder that  bl i s t e rs 
ihe skin.  · 

' ·: "Th ey say my skin  is j u st t i ssue- p aper t h i n , "  s h e  
said.  
. She a l so c o m pl a i n ed of a n  i n ternal  burning sen ­
sation and . s a i d  she suffers chronic  bronchit is  be­
cause her resistance to i n fection is  d i m i nished . 
·. M rs, La n d r u m  s a i d  she su ffers sores on her a r m s  
a n d  leg�·. . · · . 
:- "I c a n 't get out during the d a y  because the s u n  
brings .:Ou t  those bl is ters . "  she sa i d . 

· 

· In-.add it io n ,  she ca n 't res i s t  c o l d s  a n d  su ffers 
� l m ost constan t  p a i n  i n  her legs , s he s a i d . 

Both M rs .  L a p d ru m a n d  her grandson h a ve vi-
-�ion problems. : . 

· "It 's  where I c a n 't h a rd ly see out of m y  gl a sses , "  
she s a i d .  

. 

: She s a id Colby's  eyes be come red if he d o c s n  't 
--- - - -- · - - - -- - - -· · . 

I 
r--F_r_o_n_1 _l_E_J J 

w e a r  his  glasses , a n d  h e  su ffers from d i zz iness . 
" We a re going to p u sh i t , " M rs .  Landrum said  of  

t h e i r  cla i m  a g a i n s t  t h e  gove r n m ent . ·  "because we 
need t h e  doctor i n g ,  a nd w·e need some of these b ills 
p a i d . ··· . 

M s .  Cash sees · another pu rpose in the cl a i m .  
" I  h o p e  to accomplish  o n e  t h ing : that · t h e  gov­

ernment is  going. to  a d m it to the A merica n people 
w h a t  t hey a re doing to u s  every day of the yea r and 
why they c a n 't take respo n s i b i l i ty for their m is-
t a k e , "  she s a i d . · 
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Space . Engineer 
Links Sickness 
To UFO Sightings 
B y  Dennis Hannon 
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff 

If you chance upon a flying saucer -
or any other form of a i rborne 
dinnerware - don't  stand around 
rubbernecking like someone from a 
Steven Spielberg movie. Those things 
can be dangerous. 

That's the advice of John F .  
Schuessler, a space industry engineer 
who has been studying such encounters 
for 18 years. 

He told a meeting of the U FO Study 
Group of G reater St. Louis on Sunday 
that many persons who reported 
experiences with U FOs had exhibited 
many of the symptoms of acute 
radiation poisoning. 

Schuessler is writing a book about a 
U FO experience near Dayton, Texas. In 
December 1980, Betty Cash, 54; Vickie 
Landrum, 59, and Mrs .  Landrum 's 9-
year-old grandson, Colby, were driving 
through the woods, taking a detour 
home after abandoning their search for 
a Bingo game. 

Colby noticed a flash from an object 
descending from the sky to about 
t reetop level .  Ms. Cash skidded the car 
to a halt, about 135 feet from.the object. 

The odd thing was that the flying 
object - an elongated, diamond shaped 
thing - was being pursued by about 20 
large, double-rotor helicopters similar 
to those used by the U .S .  armed forces. 

Although the car became almost 
unbearably hot, Ms . Cash and the 
Landrums managed to drive home. 
Later, all three developed severe 
nausea, then sunburns. In about two 
weeks, Schuessler said, Ms. Cash and 
Mrs .  Landrum began to lose their hair ,  
and skin fell from their faces in clumps . 

Both women since have suffered 
various degenerative ailments, and Ms. 
Cash eventually developed cancer, he 
said. 

Schuessler accompanied his talk 
with slides th.at showed Ms. Cash and 
Mrs. Landrum in their pre-encounter 
days and in the deteriorated s·tate in 
which they have more recent l y  
appeared. 

The missing element in what 
Schuessler calls the "Cash-Landrum 
Case" is hard proof : physical evidence, 
records, multiple witnesses. 

Schuessler said he had found three 
witnesses to helicopter flights in the 
vicinity of the woods that night and one 
man who had seen a diamond-shaped 
flying object. The armed services at 
first gave an informal confirmation but 
now deny that a large number of 
helicopters were operating in east 
Texas that night , Schuessler said. 

Ms. Cash and Mrs. Landrum filed 
$10 million damage claims against the 
U . S .  Air Force but lost their case 
because they could not prove their 
suffering was a result of anything done 
by earth-based craft, Schuessler said. 

Schuessler calls the possibility of 
extraterrestrial visits a .. working 
h y p o t h e s i s , "  r a t h e r  t h a n  a 
demonstrable fact. But he scorns the 
habit of dismissing such reports as 
mere lunacy. 

"That is answering a mystery with a 
mystery , "  he said. " I  don't subscribe to 
that. I 'd rather say I don't know. "  

Schuessler says h e  hopes t o  see " a  
responsible solution t o  the problem" i n  
h i s  l ifetime. 

' ' As long as there is a mystery, why 
not work on i t?"  he said. 

- - - - - - - --- -- - ----
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By John Schuessler 

B I N GO PLAYE RS 
B U R N E D  BY U FO 

Two wo m e n  a n d  a s m a l l  boy l eft 
t h e i r  h o m e  in D a yton ,  Texas o n  
Dece m b e r  2 9 ,  1 980 i n te n d i ng t o  
p l ay b i n g o  i n  n e a rby N ew C a n ey. 
U nfort u nate l y, fate h a d  s o m e t h i n g  
e lse i n  store f o r  t h e m. D ri v i n g  a­
l o n g  a d a rk a n d  d e s e rted road 
t h e y  e nc o u n t e re d  a h ug e  g l ow i n g  
d ia m o n d  i n  t h e  s ky. T h e  o bject  
sto p p i ng ove r the road,  b e l c h i n g  
f l a m e s  d own wa rd, ca u s i n g  t h e  c a r  
to h eat u p. 

B e tty Cash ,  t h e  d river  l eft t h e  
c a r  a n d  wa l ke d  a s h o rt d i sta nce 
towa rd the object .  She h e l d  h e r  
a rm u p  i n  f ro n t  o f  h e r  face to s h i e l d  
h e r  f ro m  t h e  h eat a n d  g la re, b u t  
t h i s  was n o  h e l p. T h e  expo s u re l eft 
h e r  b u rn e d  so bad l y  that l a rg e  
b l i st e rs swe l l ed u p  o n  h e r  h ead 
and face.  The sk i n u nd e r  the ri n g  
o n  h e r f i ng e r was c ooked raw. T h i s 
was o n l y  t h e  b eg i n n i n g .  Late r  h e r  
h a i r  fe l l  o u t  a n d  h e r  h ea lt h  d e t e r­
i o rated to t h e  poi n t  s h e  was u n­
a b l e  to eve r work ag a i n. 

H e r f r ie n d  Vic kie L a n d ru m  a n d  
g ra n d s o n  C o l by re m a i n e d  o u t s i d e  
t h e  c a r  o n l y  a s h o rt t i m e  b eca u s e  
C o l b y  w a s  so te rri f i ed.  T h i s  proved . 
to b e  a g ood m ove, bec a u s e  t h e i r  
i nj u ri e s  w e re n ot n e a rl y  a s  seve re 
as t h ose re p o rted by M rs. Cas h .  
Aft e r  m o n t h s  o f  h ea d a c h es,  d e­
g rad i n g  eyesig h t, l oss of a p pe t i t e, 
a n d  ski n b u rns, t h ey have n e a rl y  
recove red.  

W h at was t h e  h ug e  object t h at 
t u rned a n  eve n i n g of f u n  i n to a 
n i g h t m a re? T h e y  a re n ot s u re, b u t  
t h ey b e l i eve t h e  U n i ted States 
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g ove rn m e n t  kn ows, b eca use m o re 
t h a n  twe n ty l a rg e  d o u b l e  roto h e l i­
copters ru s h ed i n  to accom pa n y  
t h e  o bj ect  away i n  t h e  d i rect ion of 
t h e  G u lf of M exico. I t  is d o u btfu l  
t h at t h e  vict i ms were m ista ke n a­
bout  t h e  stra n g e  obj ect or t h e  h e l i­
copte rs, beca use t h e  w h o l e  i nci­
d e n t  lasted m ore than 20 m i n utes. 
The object was as c l ose as 1 50 
ya rd s  a n d  so m e  of t h e  h e l icopte rs 
ca m e  wit h i n  a few h u n d red feet of 
t h e  c a r. Th e i nj u ries s u sta i n ed by 
t h e  tr io h ave been f u l ly d oc u m e n t­
ed a n d  t h e  scars a re st i l l  vi s i b l e  
today. 

S o m e  o t h e r  w i t n esses h ave 
co m e  forwa rd to ve rify t h e  sto ry, 
b u t  no g ove rn m e nt age n cy wi l l  ac­
c e pt re spo n s i b i l i ty or  off e r  h e l p. 
T h e  Ai r Fo rce rejected a c l a i m  for 
d a m ag e s  o n  the basis that " the 
att e n d a n t  facts fa i l ed to esta b l is h  
t h a t  t h e  u n i d e n t i f ied f l y i n g  obj ect 
or t h e  h e l icopte rs we re own ed or 
o p e rated. by t h e  U . S. g overn m e n t." 
The vict i m s  have a lways bee n  
strong patr iot ic A m e rican s  a n d  
w e re c r u s h e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  
g ove rn m e n t  s e e m s  to h ave writt e n  
t h e m  off a s  u n i m porta n t. 

M rs. L a n d ru m specu l a tes t h at 
so m e  of t h e  h e l i co p t e r  c rews m ay 
h a ve b e e n  h a rm e d  i n  a s i m i l a r  
m a n n e r  a n d  m ay n o t  k n ow t h e  
c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  i nj u r ies. S h e  wo u ld 
l i ke to ta l k  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  s h a re h e r  
expe ri e n c e s. I n  s o m e  s m a l l  wa y 
t h i s  co u l d  be ve ry h e l pf u l . S h e  
says " n o o n e  s h o u l d  h ave t o  s u ff e r  
l i ke w e  d i d a n d  h ave n o  o n e  to t u rn 
to i n  s u c h  a t i m e  of n e ed."  S h e  m a y  
be con tacted t h ro u g h t h e  write r of 
t h i s  co l u m n. 

Yo u m a y  dire c t  a n y  q u e s tion s  or in q uiries ·  to: Mr. 
Joh n  S c h uessle r, P. O. B ox 5 8 4 8 5, H o u s to n, Texa s 
7 72 5 8. 

8 B I N G O  B U G LE 
N OV E M B E R  1 983 

VO L I NO I l l  
H o u ston G u lf Edit ion 
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U.S. Sued For $20 Million UFO Damage 
HOUSTON (UPI) - A boy, 1 0, his 

grandmother and another woman are 
suing the federal government for $20 
million, contending-that they suffered 
radiation and other "injuries in a brief 
encounter with an unidentified flying 
object. 

" I've never believed in UFOs. I was 
the first one to laugh," said Betty Cash, 
54, of Helena, Ala. 

But now, she said, "I'm afraid to 
look up." 

· 

Mrs. Cash, Vicki Landrum, 60, and 
her grandson, Colby, 1 0, of Dayton, 
Texas, say in a federal court suit that 
they encountered the unidentified 
object the night of Sept. 2, 1 983, when 
riding in a car on a farm-to-market 
road near Houston. 

She d escribed the object as 
diamond-shaped, about the size of a 
city water tank standing on legs, very 
bright and hot. She said it had made a 
loud beeping noise and whooshed. 

Mrs. Cash said she believed that the 
object had not been a UFO in the 
classic sense of a strange visitor from 

outer space, but some sort of secret 
government device. · She said it had 
b e e n  s u r r o u n d e d  by m i l i t a r y  
helicopters at one point. 

After the brief encounter, she said, 
all three of the people in the car 
d e v e l o p e d  r a d i a t i o n  s i c k n e ss 
symptoms - swelling, rashes, nausea, 
h a i r  a n d  f i n g e r n a i l  l o s s a n d  
headaches. 

The suit says Mrs. Cash developed 
breast cancer and Mrs. Landrum has 
developed ·severe cataracts that have 
i m pai red her v i s i o n .  T h e  b o y  
" su ff e r e d  n i gh t m a r e s  . . . a n d  
c o n t i n u es to d is p l ay e x t r e m e  
anxiety." 

L a w y e r  P e t e r  G e r s t e n  o f  
Tarrytown, N.Y., who has handled 
freedom of information suits by UFO 
organizations to obtain government 
d o c u m e nts on U FO s ,  sa i d  t h e  
government denied knowledge o f  the 
incident. . 

Gersten filed the suit last week in 
Houston. He said the plaintiffs want 
the government to disclose what the 

object was to aid doctors in medical 
treatment. The plaintiffs also want the 
government to pay their medical 
costs. 

When Mrs. Cash saw the object 60 
to 80 feet above the roadway "with 
flames coming out of the bottom," she 
said, she stopped the car and she and 
Mrs. Landrum stepped out to see what 
the object was. 

"But it was so hot . . . Vicki 
screamed for me to get back in the 
car. Colby was beside himself. I tried 
to open the car door but it was so hot" 
it burned her hand, she said. 

"It  rose up over the trees and 
h e a d e d  t o w a r d  H o u s t o n  
Intercontinental Airport. I started the 
car and then we drove on a little ways. 
We heard this awful noise. We stopped 
again and looked. 

"We could still see the object. When 
we got out of the car again there were 
helicopters everywhere. And they 
weren't little helicopters. They had 
two rotors," Mrs. Cash said. 
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VIewers sue 
for dam.ages 

D A YTON ( AP)  - Two women 
and a 10-year-old boy have sued the 
U .S. government, seeking $20 million 
in damages for inj uries they claim to 
have received when they encoun­
tered an unidentified flying object 
hovering above a country roa'ti. 

Betty Cash, 54, Vicki Landrum, 6Q, 
and her 10-year-old grandson, Colby 
Landrum, are seeking payment for 
medical treatment after suffering 
chronic illness and injuries from 
what they claim was radiation that 
beamed at them from a hovering 
U FO three years ago. · 

A lawyer filed the suit in a H ous­
ton federal court on Wednesday. 

The three claim in the suit that 
the federal government is somehow 
involved and should be held responsi­
ble for their medical care. 

The incident occurred around 9 : 30  
p.m.  Dec.  29, 1980, while Cash, Lan­
dru m  and the youngster were return­
ing home from a bingo game. 

I Obiect g lows In  sky 
As they drove along a country 

road seven miles outside of New 
C aney, they noticed a bright object 
glowin6 in the sky. 

The object hovered 60 to 80 feet 
above the road and had such "intense 
b r i g h t n e s s a n d  g l o w  t h a t t h e y  
couldn't make out its shape," said Pe­
ter Gerston, a New York attorney 
representing C ash and her friends. 

The obj ect was flaming and gave 
off so much heat and ligl_lt that Cash 
and her friends could drive no far­
ther, Gerston said. 

They got out o f  the car for awhile, 
said G erston, and C ash rested her 
hand on the vehicle. When she re­
moved her hand, he said, she found it 
had left a permanent imprint on the 
car. 

Landrum sa id  the group then 
drove down the road, stopping at a 
s m a ll graveyard.  She said they 
counted 23 helicopters near the ob­
j ect, but Gerston said they were una­
ble to determine whether the chop-

V ICKI LANDRUM 'SAW' UFO 
. . .  wants paid health care 

pers · were escoi-ting the object or 
pursuing il 

For a few days after the incident, 
the three people suffered severe 
headaches, nausea, swollen earlobes 
and eyelids, diarrhea and facial blls­
te� Gersten said. The health of 
Cash, who received the most expo­
sure, "became much worse," he said. 
She was admitted to Parkway Hospi­
tal for one week and tater for two 
more weeks. 

G erston said that in the year fol­
lowing the event they were chronic­
ally ill and Cash was "in and out" of 
the hospital from October to Decem­
ber 1981. 

Cash and her friends still experi­
ence so me of the symptoms from 
time to time., including nausea, loss 
of appetite, skin blotches and blis­
ters, the lawyer said. 

In their suit, Cash, Landrum and 
the boy asked for damages totalling 
$20 million. 

-G ersten said his clients also want 
to determine what type of radi4tion 
they had been exposed to so they 
c o u l d  seek  appropria te medical  
treatment 
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