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PROJECT VISIT
. By John F. Schuessler

Project VISIT (Vehicle Internal Systems Investigative Team)
is a nonprofit corporation consisting of professional members
including doctors, engineers, and scientists, as well as
supporting members such as sceretaries, artists, and news
personnel.

Within the field of UFO study, cur organization has fecused
its efforts on the scientific and engineering study of the
internal systems of Unidentified Space Vehicles and of the
physiology of the beings which occupy these vehicles. Scientific
and engineering data come from (1) transcripts of conversations
between psychologists or case investigators and the UFo
abductees, (2) followup conversations with abductees, (3) an
analysis of medical injuries sustained by the witnesses during
UFO close encounters, 4) data recorded by electronic and
photographic means, and (5) physical evidence examined at the
location of the incident.

The objectives of this research are to (1) determine 1if
there 1is a correlation of scientific and engineering data from
case to case, (2) identify internal systems which are most
prevalent, (3) evaluate the purpose of these systems, (3)

determine how these systems cperate, and (S) <share the
information obtained with the public at large.

To date VISIT has cataloged 85 abduction cases. Medical
effects were noted 1n 66 of these cxses. Vehicle internsl
information was gainecd from 19 of the cecses with 45 more of the
cases offering potential internal systems data. Electromagnetic
effects were noted in 56 cases. A time loss was noted by the

witness in 44 of the caces.
VISIT bhas composed a list of questions which will aid the

investigator of abduction cases. The guestions deal in detail
with the space vehicle engineering systems, medical examination,
and instruments used, physiclogy of the beings, and the

physiological after effects on the abductee.

VISIT cannot achieve its goals without the cooperaticon of
the expert investigatore in the field. In return for case
information, we will provide the investigator with a scientific
and engineering critioue of the data obtained in the case &as well
as provide the expanded findings of our research.

Although we hold all particular caze information <ctrictly
confidential, it is our objective to provide the general results
of our research to educational incstitutions, government agencies,
doctors, cscientists, other specialized experts, responsible UFO
ocrganizations, news media, and the general public. The
interchange 1is accomplished through letters, quarterly public
meetings, articles in scientific journais, television and radio
publications, articles for the journals of various UFOo
organizations, and participation in symposiums.

A cpecial project cuxrently underway is the preparation of a
catalcg of UF0 cases where the witnesces enxhibited medical
injuries. The project is in the data gathering phase. Cnc=2 the
archives have been analyzed for a&appropriate i1ntormaticn a
standard data base will be developed, then the material will be
assembled for publication.




RADIATIOH IRIURIES FRGET UFQ

Preliminary Report

What promises to be one of the
most significant physical evidence
cases in modern UFO history oc-
curred December 29, 1980, near
Huffman, Texas, northeast of
Houston. Two women and a young

boy suffered various degrees of

injury, largely attributable to radi-
ation poisoning and radiant heat,
after watching a luminous object
hover low over the road ahead of
their car. MUFON Deputy Director,
John Schuessler, and members of
Project VISIT are investigating.
They are seeking to obtain the full
set of medical records.

Betty Cash, 52, was driving her
1980 Cutlass Supreme from New
Caney to Dayton, Texas, on High-
way 1485 about 9:00 p.m. With her
were a friend, Vicky Landrum, 60s,
and Vicky’s grandson Colby, 7.
Suddenly a luminous, fiery-looking
object descended to treetop level
over the road ahead of them and
they heard a beeping noise that
persisted throughout the sighting.
From its underside, flames (red-
orange) were emitted toward the
road periodically, with an audible
“woosh.” Betty stopped the car,
afraid tc drive beneath the object;
they opened the car doors to stand
beside the car and watch. The glow
was brilliant, and they could feel
strong heat and hear a loud roaring
noise.

Colby became terrified and he
and Vicky got back in the car, but
Betty remained outside for a longer
period of time. (Probably signif-
icantly, Betty’s injuries were the
most severe.) Finally, the object
started to rise and move away to the
right in a southwesterly direction
with a large number of helicopters
(20 or more) seemingly in pursuit.
The evening was cool and the car

By Richard Hall

heater had been turned on, but now
the car was so hot that Betty turned
on the air conditioner.

Later Betty dropped Vicky and
Colby off at their house and drove
home, feeling ill. She arrived home
at 9:50 p.m. Numerous symptoms
appeared almost immediately:
swollen neck, head and facial
blisters, swollen earlobes, and
swollen eyelids. Her eyes closed
completely and she could not see for
several days. Four dayslater, unable
to eat, and suffering nausea, vomit-
ing, and diarrhea, Betty entered the
hospital where she remained for 15
days. She also suffered severe loss
of hair. After being discharged, she
continued to suffer swellings, head-
aches, and lack of appetite. A little
over a week later, she returned to
the hospital for additional treatment.
.\s\of February 22, she remained
c?)nstantly tired, headachy, and
unable to work.

When they arrived home that
night Vicky and Cclby also felt ill;
Colby’s face was “sunburned” and
he had eye problems, a condition
that still persists to a mild degree.
They spread large quantities of baby
oil on their faces for three days. Both
had stomach aches and diarrhea for
several days. Vicky experienced
some loss of hair and asensation as if
her scalp were “asleep.” During the
sighting, she had placed her left
hand on tep of the car, and the
fingernails on that hand showed odd
line-like indentations across their
width.

Colby had nightmares for 2-3
weeks, and since has displayed ex-
treme anxiety and fear at the sight of
a helicopter. The large number of
helicopters itself poses a mystery,
since no obvious source of that
many helicopters is known in the
area, especiallv’' on short notice if
they were pursuing the UFO, as they
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General appearance of Huffman, Texas,
UFO

appearced to be. The date also was
during the holiday season when
military bases typically would be on
“stand-down” with reduced
personnel.

Although they remain to be fully
documented, the medical symptoms
suggest both radiation sickness and
physical burns; both ultraviolet and
infrared radiation may have been
involved. Full details will be report-
ed as soon as the investigation is
completed, and the future health of
the witnesses will be monitored.

= 5

R GUIFDR]
——— gt




onlv route she knew Lo get to her hotne

cRcounier

er it was.

o,

A"

£S

DAILY OOURIFR, Conroae, TX - Feb. 22, 1981:
night T saw thal thing. whate

é’

]

Y

m)

f‘

&

J

iodine every day to keep down the risk of

"It was as if the whole sky was split-
ting shead of us.” Landrum said, adding

down the road, then s:.:\;;x-‘ to turn onto
(1.

-gE L’j?:"_‘; 8: = TP T ST Ry VT T T R SRR 1T SR Y Sy, 2 T RTTD IO Py oy
TEgE Sg6 : ¢ : o -
T 9= < :\__':_f ? . H
Ly LS 22 Y
0 e = Sy L= g
ooi“-—— £ — R
v = Lo X é'?- .

LS 455y ¥ 3 o,
=="ru’=;5"’g*“ X . 1
ct T =P=0E 1
< 84 PR S L |

mE G S L& £ !

23223288353 ¥ ‘

B I R Bl ¥ ) o

oA RES AL 4

c = 5 =2 s

SEEgndAzel ‘

T oS u ., B3 I

E2iZIsi5y=: )

Spe=lzt B >

B EZds =z ¥z .

b= -,‘-.‘:::OE'xa 2.

TazZ:5:5%% X

By 3 = =3 A

G ..:-f:"‘.:‘g.:k gd o]

b )

S & ae ] " : i

55 FSZpegi ¢4 ' -

cE s feTS ) ! ,

= Z év‘sg- s 5 £

£ c’gg“’B 83

S Z S o= 2« = i

2 T2’ ;2

=9 - -= g""o w -

SH8vcpS 8= g

£<SER2L9ES o :

S E&i38L=2g8s =% :

-5 .,ca-g »_ o

522558505888 9

@ 3= 33 =2, oF = :

v me o B 2T S ? -

P 'c,:;“:-_-“.-.‘é".:> v

Ed=T o2 B £

c S5 sEZuesS 258 1 e

= £ = = E = £

v:-]zﬁ-’;jtﬁ’-ggéig i BT H

AE a2 EgR £

:;..ELSU::'Q’SE'E:’L‘S 3 4. f i

TES T SEZEERTE TEA ;
P R N . [ ; X s i ]
€= g %8s g e : NS
SeE2 £2% §° SRR RN S S LR “.._..A...:_.-...H-_‘.,.A-v oo f e a0 ImT R
g§5ez &2 2 e Laninua (leld) talke oy Cesir abezt » (oeTla b
g _ R ws®& 945 Gurua (lel) taie with Casdr abozf €120 shrgnye encvioior ey fee! is respons®le fip

- H - st )

cEETg %y 8% their preseat nhysical cn;.utxom.
Sy ece28c??3 .-
~ES5S=%3=8 G
ExEES35 s 237
S & =% = = € 3
— = O = ez - 2L
E 5 =g w-;—: E=] 2 T n

2F5E_ = D=
[ T ] =y v e "" l.& "\_/
w2 apnlges s E<o -
< § 8% ER S =
£3 84522 8% inbelievahle. & . : ;
35 z éﬁg o= Sg unbehievable. We had to turn the car's air oblact began dnfting tpward to the right woegh I'mosseing every
S €8S 2%%..c° condilioner on — anc it was & 43 degre2  of ther, 11 2 directien that loaked to be ! -~'~o~.:r_gc-ve—“"_.zs:tid

B SoG . 82%c Eap . § .

£t 8.%3 _L,;‘f*a ¥3= ‘“,’.”", somewhere belween Humble aad c.‘e. lateye “I'malraid P'mgoig

st<3 gaégmagg Vickie Landrum joined in the tale of  Houctea. b

faiZys g paesr Un mysteHous object : £t that point, she said, Wiey crove m .

S @QiceveCE = la.‘;vi—an's;\t)v:anu:';'he:netd

argesr

19 2e tumed, b ke dd ax

re ierror ¢

fluid. Near these spots patches of hair

»

4

n She

can muster just to get out of bed.

2

Vi

C

kY

Two wom

E £ E E ] § @ E ;i that “torchdixe” fire shot frem the It wasthon, Cash szid, Uit shehearda  SFoowact 00 7o they became 0.

£ =3HE 5 ié 5 g middie-bottom of the abject, apreanng  “ternbie raaring sousd” ard tumad to Al I'm realy smeeecd 2ot i N
PErSEE g g%% g to ricuchet off te tree’s topa. *The pat find a fiock of 23 heliwopters endirclag  ail this is gaing to affect Coity,” Lav
£2528a34°5%8g2 where the fire was comirg out of the e object. “Icoanted them —maybe to  ¢rumsaid. e doemmt ever Lez toericr

£ % E 58 ; cge=za 5 thing — itiocked Lo b the size of a water  help me think I'w2sn't going crazy,” she 3 dark rocen by Hmsel woiess Iva v2d
ee_=vESs _fo%52 tank," ske said. said. Bm. Al leam the mgh

3 5 ; :% :il': E p 985 landrun said neither she nor Cash  “Sameone kmows where U helicopiers  Lajpen zeuch m;m;;_.x.'u et
i-g 2 e2a g 35 5 ;;‘”m. i could define a shs for the object came from,” Landrim said, adding that . . .

s 3 i 2 Z2E8 3 LCE 2 because n' the “bunling light pr she {iels certain they encountered same : :; ff":’dt-:!c_t. ..c::.e sh‘:
g 3 ‘g._g T =8 92 :; S é from 1t. However, ste sad, Caldy, who  sort of military expesi N -ei!‘r?o. 2nd .,e.:'z :-:. Bady )
23 553853 H % was viewing the object trowghthe car's 'I'm nat one to beiieve in fl7ing C"(‘-’“-“ b A "‘Jf b 'r?h"x;(
BirzsEE=3 g g; windshield insisted that it was :a_mr_'strnot‘:..‘r,gl.cet‘u"srek‘ I 2cr and neck Ml gk maybe
Tz L£EE85 SEs5%w “diamund-shaped.” LhinK it's more Lkely it's scmething the ¢ 'd jost been charped By the wind o

so:ret.x:/.e xa«.z‘-!c;fﬁﬂ:IMJ
the day," she sed. "There wem T 8o san
ot U3t Cay. It was real dxdy. B

wda't have beea Robom foa R

sun.

“The light frora it was Just like
somecne was up in your eve shining a
flashiight at 'em.” lancrum said.
“Maybe he couid see teiter (ram in e
car or something. but we cowidnt teil ro
shape toit. The Light irom it was glywng,

miLiary is up W — wry else wou!ld ail
tien planes be up there if they 2t
oW what wasgang on?"

La:“".m says she 2ls0 connecis her
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sudden change in Betly was only mental
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cent pieces about her neck and head
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- which would pop and flow warm, clear
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Investigators eye ‘close encounter

Second of two parts

Ry CATHY GORDON
Coaner Sl

Batty Cash's thoughts were mund and
value as she acceieraled her car on her
a2y heme tward Daylon. Trees were
swaying in the wnter wind. cars were
passine — yetevervthuag seemed tabe ata
stand<ulk.

0Of greatest concern W her was a
tuotdang headache ard 2 sharp. buming
sesation thal seemed o suddenly
peneirste her entire body. Passenger
vickee Landrum’s only thoughts aere of
the anbearatle patn in her eyes, and of her
Mitrncal grandson. Cudy. who had
baried has {ace 11 rer lap. refuang to look
oat al the rucht skies.

(ash and Landrum shared hus fear. but
they scanned the sky nevertheless for
some uin of the stranga-looking object
ey had previously encuuntered that right
along 1 lonely stretch of FM 148 coming
from New Canev.

By 2enal investizator’s terms. what the
Bree had just expertenced 3 minutes
before was a Clese Enceanter. a UFO
sighing, where objects cr very bniliant
Hghts come rlcse to the odserver — 1n
general, loss than 500 feet away.

By the descrption the thiree gave of the
incident. the “blinding” object had
bovered just above the treetops, ndl haif a
block away from them.

“It's an incredible yet unmpeachable
case of lhree comTon peopie who find
themseives sucdeniv cauaht up in events
stranyer han the midest of sasrce fies
tion.” said Biil Enghsh. an investigator
with the Aerial Phenamencn Research
Organization t APHO 1 tn Tuscon.

APRO is said to be e oldest UFO
agency in the world with 3 consulting staff
of 50 m=dical dxlors and scientisis.

Erglish axd othe~ case workers from
APRO have been immesizating the
“Eghtngs” near New Caney 1n con-
jancucn with NASA to find oct what this
object was that was s2.d 1o shoot torch-
like™ fice along the trectods that Doe. 29
night.

In the course of his i1mvestigalion.
English says. he has lncatad Uree pecpie
fram Liberty who are celladoraling wit-
oewes 'y e facl tha! Uere was a

“genine aghiing on FM 14S that night.

[ scouted ail the rewypapers in that
reneral arca and it's seemed to have gaid
off.” Engiish sa:d. "Thive peopie frcm
Liberty sawx the same thinz tiat night
They've substantiated Betty and Vickie's
story.”
The cnly difference be(veen accounts
was that they saw the ¢bj2ct 39 minutes
later and ftom a greater distance, he said.

“Because of this particuiar case. I've
reopened cases nearly 40 years old.”
English said. *'It's an exceotional case in
that Bctty and Vickie became o ill s0 soon
after their encounter.™

Erglish said the burning sersation and
lass of hair that Betty now sufers fmisa
typical syrptom of radiation poisoning, a
canmon result afler a *Cose Encoanter™
witha UFQ.

Speculaling on ihe object’s ongin,
English said it wou'd be “premature” to
label the object “‘extraterrestnal.” “To
say something is extraterrestrial is a
touchy thing,” he said. “"However, we co
have hints that it could have been. [ per-
canally favor that pessibuiity.”

English said trough cornecticns at the
Pentagon. he has checked with airbases
near Houston and the surroinding ara in
an attempt lo find who, if aycne,
dispatlched 23 helicopters up to that area
on Dec. 29.

In Cash’s accozt of the incdent. she
counted 23 helicopters encircling the ob-
ject when it began its ascent into the sky.

“I've lound o o 56 far wic had
helicoplers up there that nizht.” b2 said,
adding that FL Hood Army Ssss, near
Killeen, which has the UH-1 "Huey' lype
helicopters Cash described, was also
checked.

“I've checked with the air traffic von-
trollers at Houston Interccatinental
Airport — rolhung." he said. “They have
noreason iy islo 2 Icragomthere any
day of the week and requust URir tran-
smission {apes shich cculd show thal
there wera holicepters «p there tazt night.
Under FAA regulations, they'd have to
givethemtome.”

Engiish s3id he thinks the helicopters
were aciually camanned marier probes
in somne way “attached’ lo the mystenous
object, which were here 1o “scan”™ the
earth for sampies.

“I's more likeiv thal they too were
extriterrestrial,” he sad. “We've had
reports of other objects that lcck likxe
choppers or sace type of plane st stay

ddose to the main object.

“Rarely is the obict noted to which the
hght is attached,™ English said. Neither
Lardrum nor Cash could define a shape to
the object. they said. because of the
~blinding " light projected from it. “In the
majority of reports we get. peopie describe
their encounter this same way — just a
blnding light. no shape to the thing.
Necturnal lights form a sizeable group of
the U7 0 reparts,” he said.

Enclish said Cash and Landrum’s an-
swers {o “secvet Guestions' squared mth
wdat others have repariad aboat the came
type of UFO sightings. “There's
positively, absolutely no question in my
mind that they enceuntered a UFO.™ he
52id. “Anyone in this line of work will tell
you Lhe same thing.”

Allen Menz, also sn investigatar for
APRO. ssid he feels the govermment
knows more about Whese flying: objects
than they are letting on.

*'Uncle Sam kncws an awful kot more
than he lets os know about,” Menz said.
““Whnatever it was that those pecple saw —
it protably wam? a govzmment secret
weapon or anything like that — but the
military probatly knews something about
what it was. [t wouldn't ri2ke sense that R
would be a military wespon. Testing of
those type of things are.done in hichly
rastrictive lest range areas.”

Menz said be is aiso “purzled” over the
23 helicopters Cash descrided surreinding
the object. ““I've heard of such a thing
happening, but nct in a while,” he said.
“That’s why some of the oider cases have
been reopened. They are very similar to
thisone.”

“This has all the makings of a very
significant case.” be said. ** [t sounds to me
like Eetty has a classic case of some et of
overexposure to radiztion — what kind, we
don’t know for sure.”

Jchn Schuessler, the manager of space
Night operations at NASA who is alsa -
vestizating the UFO reperts, said he
Ynows of several such ‘‘ercouaters”
simular to this gne that have happenad all
around the world. He believes there is &
Rood chance they are extraterresinial.

“I it was something the rulitary was
deing. why would they call attenticn to it
by surrounding the thing wth 1
helicopters? That doesn't make =nse,” be
s2id.

Schuessler said after meeting with Cash,
he is certain she sawm the helioxters
“She's 20 inRstent abad it, o sincere —

she is telling the Cath —tatally.”

He said her descyrption of the helicop@n
definrely sounds Lke the “"Huey™ type the
army usves,

He is skeptical, however, of the ar
coatroller’s reports showing no heliccpt=s
in that area the night of Dec. 2.

“We've had troubie gettng ot
inforTnation from the controliers b ore,”
be said. “They can be very light-irped
when Lhey wari tobe.”

Schuessler recalied an incident ':st
occured three years ago where a Hesuan
2airplane pilot had to make a forced ianding
because of an encounter with a U7Q. “A
Metro pilat flying nearby heard the wtei2
thing on the redis and got in touch wath
me.” he said. [ went to air tra‘Tic con'rad
at Intercontinental and requestsd iran-
snission tapes so I could see if the LFO
had been up there and find ot wiat
Pappened. I never did get thase tapes —
even under the Freedom ot informiztion
ActTdidn't get the tapes ™ -

Schuessler said he is “‘intrigued™ by
Colby's insistence that the object was
“damond-shaped.” 'I've deen folowing 2
Jot of diamand-shaped objects that have
been reported,” he said. “'I've had reperd
from: all over the world abot Gamord-
shaped objects.”

He said the Houston area is aat
“productive” in UFO reparts because of
lack of places to report them. “'T're per-
sanally handled about 40.000 to $0.200
reperts from all over e worid, g very
few from the Houston ares.” he said
“There just aren't encugh places to report
em and the city is sa speead out. [ Mear
abaut a It of reports in ¥is area [rxa
other people — sametimes long after it's
happened.”

Schuessler said be erpects to continpe
warking on this czse unti] sume cuestions
sre answered. “Rizht ncw, all | e
basicaily is wha! Batly and Viczie have
smd abot the encounter,” he said. “i
betieve fully that they saw a UFO. To nat
believe them would be focksh, especia'ly
slter sceing the ohysical pain they've
experienced fromit.”

**There are just too many UFOs reperied
froro all over the world to disregard theyr
word,” be said. **And besides that. Belty's
Yoss of hair is characteristic of oxch an
encounter. It's just 2 shame u rad
bappen to hem. *




Three
after

By DICK DONOVAN
One of the most terrifying UFO encounters ever in
America has lelt two women and a child trapped in a living

nightmare of pain and fear,.
Despite exhaustive

for their endless physical
agony.

The three helpless victims —
Betty Cash. Vickie Landrum,
and Vickie's 7-year-old son Col-
by — encountered the thunder-
ing, flame-belching UFO as it
hovered only a few hundred feet
from their car on a remote road
near Dayton, Tex.

Within hours of the shrieking
horror ol that experience, Betty
and Vickie’s skin turned beet
red, their eyes hegan to burn
and tear uncontrollably, and the
women felt as though they were
seeing through a misty film.

By morning, Betty's body
was covered with half-dollar-
size lumps, her hair was falling
out in handfuls and she was suf-
fering the most agonizing head-
ache she had ever experienced.
The woman was so weak from
pain she couldn’t even getf out of
bed to call for help.

Within a lew days of Lhe en-
counter, Vickie's vision became
blurred. An eye specialist told
the frightened 57-year-old that
cataract-like lilms were now
lorming. “You'll probably be
blind in less than a vear,” he
said.

Little Colby. though not suf-
fering any physical injury,
screams  every night in his
sleep, haunted by terrible night-
mares.

“Oh, dear God! I don’t know
what to do ... I'm at my wits’
end,” Betty told The NIEKWS in
an exclusive interview, I need
' I{\l\l(

ol aned on doee Vil in

hospital
haffled medical experts still can't come up with a cure

live in pain and terror
attack by blazing UFO

tests and treatment,

'Oh, dear God, /
need help, and so
does Vickie. I look
terrible and I'm

too sick to work.’
— Mrs. Betty Cash

NEWS EXCLUSIVE

that I'd be ready when my time
came. But I still wanted to keep
my baby from dying.

“Then Betty got out of the car
and slarted walking toward the
object. It was as big as a waler
tank and about a half-mile up in
the sky. It started getling real
hot in the car, so I rolled the
window down and stuck my
head out to look at it.*

As Vickie and Colby sal ter-
rified in the car, Betty re-
mained outside, entranced by
the unholy object hovering only
a few yards down the road.

“It was the most incredible
thing I've ever seen,”” Betty re- |
called. ““It was diamond-shaped | elfects. )
and silvery looking. It made a[ “When this  sighting  tirst
roar like a tornado, but I could! same 1o my attention, I classi-
hear beeps coming from il. The| fied it ag a Close Encounter of
light and the heat were so in-{ (e Second Kind,” declared Bill
tense! | English. of the Arial Phenome-
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%

Fear and suffering have left
their mark on the faces of
Betty Cash, left, and Vickie
Landrum. At right, Betty
shows her hair loss since the
UFO incident.
didn’t leave their car during the
sighting and have suffered no ill

“I stood out on the road for{ na Research Organization in
tabout five or seven minutes.| Arizona.

juststaring up atit,” Betty con-| g,

tinued. “Then it suddenly lifte zs

because of our in-




SiZze lumps, her hanr was latling
out in handfuls and she was suf-
fering the most agonizing head-
ache she had ever experienced.
The woman was so weak from
pain she couldn’t even get out of
bed to call for help.

Within a few days of the en-
counter, Vickie’s vision.became
blurred. An eye specialist told
the frightened 57-year-old that
cataract-like films were now
lorming. “Youll probably be
blind in less than a vear,” he
said. )

Little Colby. though not suf-
fering any physical injury,
screams every night in his
sleep, haunted by terrible night-
mares.

““Oh, dear God' I don’t know
what to do ., .. I'm at my wits’
end,” Betty told The NEWS in
an exclusive interview. ‘I need
help. and so does Vickie. I look
terrible and I'm too sick to
work,

“There must be something
that can be done to help us,” she
added as tears welled in her
swollen. heat-reddened eyes.
“But we don’t know where to
turn.”

Their incredible ordeal began
one night when they were driv-
ing home from a bingo game in
Cleveland, a small town about
40 miles north of Dayton.

The awlul events that fol-
lowed will be branded on
Vickie's memory forever.

“We were driving down the
road at about 9 p.m., when all of
a sudden something came down
from the sky right ahead of us,”
Vickie said.

“It looked like the whole sky
had split and fire was coming
down almost to the road.

“I told Betty, ‘You'd better
stop! You're going to run right
into it!’

[ thought it was the end of

the ‘'world. It frightened Colby'

and he started to scream,

and started walking toward the
object. 1t was as big as a water
tank and about a half-mile up in
the sky. It started getting real
hot in the car, so I rolled the
window down and stuck my
head out to look at it."

As Vickie and Colby sat ter-
rified in the car, Betty re-
mained outside, entranced by
the unholy object hovering only
a few yards down the road.

“It was the most incredible
thing I've ever seen,’” Belty re-
called. “It was diamond-shaped
and silvery looking. It made a
roar like a tornado, but I could
hear beeps coming from it. The
light and the heat were so in-
tense!

“I stood out on the road for]
about five or seven minutes, |
just staring up at it,” Betty con- |
tinued. “Then it suddenly lifted !
up and started moving away to
the west, toward Houston.” |

Incredibly, Betly and Vickie|
said they counted 23 unmarked, |
double-rotor helicopters ma-
neuvering around the UFO as it
began its ascent. )

“The thing just lit up the sky °

like it was daytime and I could
see the helicopters plain as any-
thing,”” Betty declared. “They
seemed to be trying to close in
on the UFO.**

Officials at military bases in
and around central Texas told

The NEWS their flight records

show no large movemnent of
double-rotor helicopters on the
night of the encounter.

In another eerie twist, the :

UFO was sighted by three other
motorists near Dayton about 30
minutes earlier and 20 miles
east of where Betty, Vickie and
Colby had their encounter,

“I was in the car with my son
John, and his wife, Toni, and we
were just coming into Dayton,”
52-year-old Nellie Zedick told
The NEWS. “We could see the

“I said, ‘Honey, if you seellight, so westopped for a minute
Jesus coming out of the sky,|to look atit.

He’s coming to carry us to a bet-
ler place.”

“It didn't make any noise, but

when it moved off, it really
“I had always lived my life so | moved fast. It was like nothing |
TWEEKLY WORLD Nws ! have ever seen before,”

]9 Marveh 24, l"ﬂ.lt

The three Davton residents
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Fear and suffering have left
their mark on the faces of
Betty Cash, left, and Vickie
Landrum. At right, Betty
shows her hair loss since the

UFO incident.

"didn’t leave their car during the
sighting and have suttered no ill
effects. )

““When this sighting first
came to my attention, I classi-

fied it as a Close Encounter of

the Second Kind, " declared Bill
English. of the Arial Phenome-
na Research Organization in
Arizona.

“But  because of our in-
vestigation, ['ve since elevated
it to a Close Encounter of the
Fourth Kind — when the sighter
is injured or altacked.

“At any rate, it’s the most in-
credible UFO sighting reported
in the U.S. in recent years!'”

&

Vickie and Betty with Vickie's 7-year-old son Colby. The boy was not injured during the close
encounter with the UFO, but his sleep is constantly disturbed by nightmares,




CLOSE ENCOUNTER WITH UFO FLE
SCARS TWO WOMEN

By BOB BORINO

AN INCREDIBLE UFO sighting has left two women and a
seven-year-old boy suffering from the terrible effects of

radiation poisoning.

One of the victims, Betty Cash, 52, has been forced to
move from her home after the terrifying encounter with a 24-

strong fleet of alien craft.

She has suffered an agonizing headache for more than three
months since the incident; strange lumps have appeared on

her head and neck, and a lot of her hair has fallen out.

Her companion, Vickie Landrum, 56, has started Iosmg her

sight, and even
Landrum’s grand-
son, Colby, is
suffering eye
problems. ‘‘He
still has night-
mares,”’ his .
shocked grand-
mother adds.

At first, the two
women kept quiet

Port
Arthur

about their amazing experi-
ence because they thought
‘‘people would laugh at us
and say we were crazy.'".
But now, veteran UFO
investigator Bill English
says: ‘‘It's an incredible,
but an unimpeachable, case
of three ordinary people who
find themselves suddenly
caught up in events stranger
than the wildest science
fiction.” :
Their nightmare began last
Dec. 29as they drove along a
lonely country road about
30 miles from Houston,

Texas.
Suddenty, ‘‘an_extremely
bright, luminbus object"’

appeared in the night sky.

“lt just kind of exploded
from nowhere,”’ Landrum
recalls. **It kind of hovered

over the road, blocking our -

path.

*‘It was so bright that we
could not tell what was the
source of the light.”

Cash stopped the car, then
felt an incredible surge of
heat strike her from the light

‘It hit like a physical blow,’
she told GL8

“If we hadnt stopped,
I'm sure we would have run
into the thing and probably
burned up.

*‘The outside temperature
was about 40 degrees, but |
had to turn the air condi-
tioner on — and we could

G LoBE
“[z28/8(

i

LANDRUM (left) and CASH

comfort each other after-

bizarre UFO nightmare. Arrow

on map Indicates scenes of
terrifying encounters.

still feel the heat.’

Landrum says: “The thmg
where the fire was coming
from looked to be about the
size of a water tank. Colby
kept telling us it looked like
a diamond with one end
rounded off."’

She told GLOBE:
first thought that”“came to
mind was that the world was
ending.”’

Both women felt a sudden
compulsion to approach the
blinding object. -*‘Betty got
out and started to walk to-
ward it,”’ Landrum says.

*“l started to get out, too,
but my grandson was crying
and carrying on so that |
went back to calm him.’’
Cash went several yards
before the-heat forced her
back.

For another 1S minutes,
the mysterious object hover-
ed in front of them before
drifting away toward Hous-
ton. The three victims drove.
on but after three miles they

*The's

S

heard ‘‘a terrible roaring
sound,’” says Landrum.

‘*We saw what looked like
helicopters circling around
the object.”’ Cash counted
23 of them... ‘'l counted
them to help me think I
wasn't going crazy.”’

The women watched the
craft maneuvering for a time
before the mystery light and
the ‘‘helicopters’’ vanished.

The three then drove home :
“*“When I

to Humble, Texas.
got home 1 had a splitting
headache says Cash,
‘‘and there was a burnmg
sensation that seemed to
pierce my body. '
*‘l haven't been free of

that headache for more than °

a half hour since.’

By next morning, she had
developed knot-like boils
the size of 50-cent pieces on
her neck and head. The
lumpskeepreturning, oozing
a clear, warm fluid. Then
patches of hair began falling
out.

Meanwhile, Landrum
says, she and Colb g “felt as
though we had a bad sunburn
around the face and neck. |
lost some hair, but most of
it has grown back."

Landrum’s doctor told

GLOBE that she suddenly

began developing cataracts.
Yet she adds: ‘‘Betty .got
the-worst of it because she
got out of the car to inves-
tlgate
Cash spent most of Jan-

} uary‘ in Parkview Hospital,

Houston, but her condition
baffled doctors because she
didn't tell them about the
UFO encounter.

“I finally told them the
second time I went in,”’ she
says. ‘‘l was afraid they

would Iaughat meand tellme
1 was crazy.’

Her doctor, who asked
GLOBE not to publish his
name, says:
signs of radiation poisoning
when 1 first examined her,
but’l thought that ridiculous

| and dismissed it.

*“Then, when she told me
what she had seen — and felt
— it made sense.”

The women'’s story has
**totally convinced'’ veteran
UFO investigatdrs Bill
English, of the Aerial Phe-
nomenon Research Organi-

: military installations in the
Iarea reveals ‘no aircraft

"“plain the extraordinary inci-

*‘She had all the |

zation in° Tucson,” Arizona,
and John Schuessler, a top
NASA engineer in Houston.

Their investigation, back-
ed by GLOBE checks of

movements that night to ex-
dent. English says he be-

lieves the helicopters were
‘‘unmanned probes,’’ sOome-

- thing like our moon landers,

that were attached to the
main UFO.

GLOBE'’s research re-
veals that another diamond-
shaped object was sighted at
the end of November on a
country road at Liberty,
about 40 miles from the spot
where the light confronted

; Cash and Landrum.

One "witness, Liberty

" realtor Nellie Zedick, 58,
! who was traveling with her

daughter and,son-in-law,
says: ‘““We didn’t get closer
than a mile or so, and it kept
moving, but it was definitely
diamond-shaped with a slight
rounding at one end.”’
Meanwhile, Betty Cash

. has been forced to postpone

plans to open a restaurant
and has moved to Fairfield,
" Alaska, to recuperate.
She says: *‘I just hope and
pray I -get better soen.’”
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Two wemen and a 7 year old boy have suffered physical harrn after an
apparent close encounter with a U.F.O. near Dayton, Texas, U.S.A.

Betty Cash, Vickie Landrum and Colby Landrum were traveiling home =
from a bingo game in Cleveland, Texas, which is 40 miles from their
home in Dayton. -

At approximately 9 p.m. the sky was lit up by a fiery object, Betty Cash
wzas driving at the time and quickly stopped as the object came down in
front of them. Betty Cash then got out of the car and walked towards the
object. Betty described the object as being diamond-shaped and siivery
looking. She could also hear beeps above the tornado-like noise the
object was making.

R T I

. q . i

IP Both women stated that the object gave cff intense heat and light. @
i Aftersevenminutes or so. the objectrosein the airand moved away to 5
'L’;:-‘ the west, which is in the direction of Houston. As it did so, Betty and IK',JI
a Vickie counted 23 unmarked, double-rotored helicopters trying to ciose %
Ul in on the cbject. f‘},
@’ Subsequently, military officials in central Texas stated that the records c:'
‘ did not show any large miovement of helicopters on that night. '@ﬁ

; However, the U.F.O. wes seen by three other motorists 30 minutes ]
earlier, and 20 miles furthe: east of the main sighting. ‘

L Betty Cash has_since sutiered from lumps on her bedy and hair loss. ﬁ,yj
;‘ Vickie Landrum daveloped a cataract like fiirn over her eyes within days '@

of the incident, anct will probably go blind. Her scn Coiby, whilst escaping
physical harm, wakes up at night from nightmares.

[2]

? X

— Condensed from the “Weekly World News"
fAarch 24ih, 1981

The case is still under investigation by the Aerial Phenomena Re-
search Grganisatiot
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Top Scientist Confirms . . .
UFO Terrorizes and _"
Burns Three in Cark

By DENNIS NEELD and BOB PRATT

“The whole thing’s burning up — oh,
my God! It’s coming closer! We’re going
to burn up . . . I know we are!

“Lord help me — I'm burning up!”’ 4

A hypnotized Vickie Landrum was reliving her
horrifying encounter with a blazing UFO on a deserted
Texas road December 29 — a searing hell on
earth that left Vickie, her 7-year-old grandson
and a friend suffering the symptoms of radiation
poisoning.

Incredibly, in the weeks following their terrifying

DESOLATE stretch of Texas

15-minute encounter with the huge, fire-belching

UFO, all three developed se-
vere burns and blisters, diar-
rhea, headaches, nausea and
severe eye problems — and
Vickie’s friend, who was
burned the worst of the three,
spent almost four weeks in a
hospital.

To get the complete, horri- & e
fying details — and verify the S¥s

absolute authenticity of her
story — The ENQUIRER had
Vickie hypnotized by a uni-
versity professor at her home

in Dayton, Tex., in the pres- @
ence of a top engineer at

NASA, who emerged con-

vinced that she’s telling the "§#

truth.

“There’s no doubt in my
mind,”’ the engineer declared
afterward. ‘“This was genu-

ine! She was reliving the §

truth.”

Under hypnosis, Vickie re-
called driving after sunset on
a desolate stretch of road
about 20 miles northwest of
Dayton.

Suddenly Vickie, 57, her
grandson Colbv _and her

ORDEAL: Vickie Landrum holds grandson Colby, who
went berserk and tried to run from the fiery UFO.

|beeps . . . beep, beep, beep.”

As she recalled the terrify-
| ing close encounter, Vickie
clutched compulsively at the|him.

ant ol hor hlouge corowing |

ing wildly, he tried to jump
out of the car and run off into
Vickie grabbed

the woods.

“Nan't erv_bhabv iust prav

road where diamond-

shaped, fire-belching UFO hovered over car.

heard a loud rushing sound,
like air brakes on a truck, as
more flames shot toward the
road.

Each time the flames shot
downward, the object moved
up a bit, then settled lower.

“It’s going to fall! No —it’s
lifting, thank God! There’s
fire at the bottom. It's so hot.”

Finally, the object suddenly

§ took off — rising into the air

and then zipping away at an
incredible speed.

Then came the long ride
home. Vickie was convinced
they should not tell a soul
about anything that had hap-
pened.

“Don’t tell nobody about it,
Colby — they’ll think we're
crazy. Oh, Betty, they’ll think
we're crazy ..."”

Almost immediately after
returning to Dayton less than
an hour later, the three wit-
nesses started to feel sick.

All suffered painful burns,
and Vickie’s optometrist, Dr.
Steve Chandler, reported her

f‘eyes were ‘‘burned, swollen

extremelyv irritated.”

Betty’s mysterious illness —
and report ‘‘she witnessed a
very intense fire-like materi-
al”’ in the sky.

In addition, the hospital
records show Betty suffered
“bumps under her skin,”
“hair loss of the scalp’’ and a
“very swollen’’ face.

“The doctors and nurses
kept asking me if I was a
burn victim,”’ Betty recalled.
*Skin was peeling off my face
and arms and legs.

“I was blistered all over.
My ears and eyes were so
swollen my own family didn’t
recognize me.”’

Since that mind-boggling
night, little Colby has suffered
digestive problems.

“A radiologist who ex-
amined the medical records
said they apparently were
suffering from the symptoms
of radiation poisoning,” said
John Schuessler, an aero-
space engineer at NASA
studying the case for VISIT,
an independent UFO in-
vestigating organization.

Cabicsiniambloies sarma susumaamtat bk
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severe eye problems — and
Vickie’s friend, who was
burned the worst of the three,
spent almost four weeks in a
hospital. h

To get the complete, horri-
fying details — and verify the
absolute authenticity of her
story — The ENQUIRER had
Vickie hypnotized by a uni-
versity professor at her home
in Dayton, Tex., in the pres-

ence of a top engineer at §

NASA, who emerged con-

vinced that she’s telling the

truth.

“There’s no doubt in my
mind,”” the engineer declared
afterward. ‘‘This was genu-
ine!
truth.”

Under hypnosis, Vickie re-
called driving after sunset on
a desolate stretch of road
about 20 miles northwest of

Dayton.
Suddenly Vickie, 57, her
grandson Colby and her

friend Betty Cash, 52, noticed
a glowing object in the sky.

“It’s lighting up the whole
sky, a long way up, and trav-
eling fast,” Vickie said, reliv-
ing the experience. ‘‘Some-
times we can’t see it, the trees
are in the way.”

Several minutes later, the
object suddenly appeared in
front of them and hovered
over the road.

Betty, who was driving at
the time, brought the car to a
screeching halt.

The massive, blue and dia-
mond-shaped object was at
treetop level, about 100 feet
away, with huge red flames
shooting from its bottom to
the road below.

“We can’t get through —
it's blocking the road!”
Vickie gasped under hypno-
sis. ““It’s bigger than a water
tower. And it's making a
sound like beeping. Long

She was reliving the B

ORDEAL: Vickie Landrum holds grandson Colby, who

Each time the flames shot
downward, the object moved
up a bit, then settled lower.

“It’s going to fall! No — it’s
lifting, thank God! There’s
fire at the bottom. It’s so hot.”

Finally, the object suddenly

‘M took off — rising into the air

and then zipping away at an
incredible speed.
Then came the long ride

74 home. Vickie was convinced

went berserk and tried to run from the fiery UFO.

beeps . . . beep, beep, beep.”

As she recalled the terrify-
ing close encounter, Vickie
clutched compulsively at the
front of her blouse, screwing
the material into her fist. Her
features contorted with fear
as she brushed sweat away
from her face.

‘“Long red flames are com-
ing.out of the bottom, like a
rocket!”

Even though it was just 40
degrees outside, the intense
heat from the U FO made the
automobile’s interior swelter-
ing hot.

Gripped with terror and un-
able to think clearly, Betty

jumped out of the car and into £

the night air in an attempt to
escape the heat, never taking
her eyes off the mysterious
craft.

‘‘Betty — don’t get out! Oh,

my God, come back! It's hot, ¥

hot!

“We’ll burn up! My eyes —

it’s hurting my eyes!”

Startled by the UFO, little ¥

Colby went berserk. Scream-

v

It is the weak man who urges compromise — never the

strong man.

— Elbert Hubbard

ing wildly, he tried to jump
out of the car and run off into
the woods. Vickie grabbed
him.

“Don’t cry, baby, just pray,

pray to Jesus. Don’t be
afraid.

“Now I'm holding him, lov-
ing him . . .”

For 15 minutes the brilliant
object hovered in front of
them, huge flames spewing
from the bottom end con-
tinuously.

Sometimes the terrified tri

e RIE AT Y

they should not tell a soul
about anything that had hap-
pened.

“Don’t tell nobody about it,
Colby — they’ll think we’re
crazy. Oh, Betty, they’ll think
we'’re crazy ...”

Almost immediately after
returning to Dayton less than
an hour later, the three wit-
nesses started to feel sick.

All suffered painful burns,
and Vickie’s optometrist, Dr.
Steve Chandler, reported her
eyes were ‘‘burned, swollen
and extremely irritated.”

In the weeks following the
terrifying encounter, both the
women lost huge amounts of
hair.

The agonizing symptoms
soon forced Betty to enter
Parkway Hospital in Hous-
ton, where she remained for
almost four weeks.

Hospital records confirm

RADIATION burns on Vickie Landrum’s hand.

In addition, the hospital
records show Betty suffered
“bumps under her skin,”
“hair loss of the scalp’ and a
‘‘very swollen” face.

“The doctors and nurses
kept asking me if I was a
burn victim,” Betty recalled.
“‘Skin was peeling off my face
and arms and legs.

“l was blistered all over.
My ears and eyes were Sso
swollen my own family didn’t
recognize me.”

Since that mind-boggling
night, little Colby has suffered
digestive problems.

“A radiologist who ex-
amined the medical records
said they apparently were
suffering from the symptoms
of radiation poisoning,” said
John Schuessler, an aero-
space engineer at NASA
studying the case for VISIT,
an independent UFO in-
vestigating organization.

Schuessler was present at
the spine-tingling hypnosis
session.

Dr. Leo Sprinkle, Ph.D.,
who conducted the session,
said he’s convinced the terri-
fying details of Vickie's or-
deal are for real.

“‘She had a real experience
and I believe the craft was
under intelligent control,”

ki said Dr. Sprinkle, a professor
& of counseling services at the

University of Wyoming, who
has hypnotized scores of UFO
eyewitnesses.

Several other witnesses liv-
ing around Dayton also re-
ported seeing a huge, bright,
diamond-shaped flying object
that night.

“I consider this a very im-
portant case providing physi-
cal evidence of the existence
of UFOs,” declared Schuess-
ler.

“It is one of the most
interesting and significant
cases that I've ever investi-

NATIONAL
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Health probleras add to mystery

i

By PAMELA LYON
Stat! Writer

“I thought the world was coming toanend. . .
[ 10id (my grandson) not to be gfraid, to leok at
the center of the light for the sweet face of Jesus,
coming to take us to a better place.”” — Vickie
Landrum, describing her Dec. 29, 1980, encoun-
ter.

DAYTON — Vickie Landrum is a god-fearing
woman. So when she saw the thing that cold De-
cember night, hovering above a desolate, back-
country road near this small Liberty County
lumber town, there was only one possible expla-
nation.

She was having a religious experience.

As Mrs. Landrum tells the story, she was trav-
eling back to her Davton home from Monday
night bingo at the VFW hall in New Caney with
her 7-vear-old grandson, Colhy. and a friend,
Betty Cash. when it happened.

First they saw a bright, mysterious light
througn the treetops up ahead. Then, as the car
rounded & bend on Farm Road 1485 about 15
miles northwest of Davton, it was suddenly be-
fore them.

Diamond-shaped and “tall as a water tower,”
it floated over the road just above the treetops,
blindingly bright, Mrs. Landrum recalled. Red-
orange flames spewed from the bottom and in-
termittently burst into greater intensity with a
rushing sound like a flame-thrower asthe object
moved higher.

From 133 feet away. the heat was ex-
cruciating.

‘It felt like we were burning up,”” said Mrs.
Landrum. “You’ve heard it all your life that the
world is going to end by fire. I believe it.”

But her first impression didn’t last long. not
after they got a good look at the thing.

Not after they saw the swarm of helicopters
around it — big double-rotary, military-like
choppers.

Not after the months-long bouts withthe burns
and blisters, the crippling nausea and diarrhea,
the eye problems and shedding hair — a total
package of symptoms that points to radiation
sickness, said a space scientist who has closely
monitored the case.

Now there are those who scoff at close encoun-
ters of any kind, skeptics who pass off sightings

Texans tell of strange encounter

of so-called Unidentified Flying Objects (Ures)
as distorted perceptions of entirely earthly phe-
nomenon. the shimmering illusions of swamp
gas or the ravings of erackpots.

Stories. in short, to be taken sericusly only by
devotees of the supermarket nress — lixe the
Aug. 11 article about Mrs. Landrum’s cxperience
in the National Enquirer with the screaming
headline “UFO Terrorizes and Burns 3 Texans.”

But to the experts who investigate such mys-
terious goings-on, the Landrum-Cash czse is
among the most compelling, and disturbing. en-
counters ever reported.

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, founder of the Center feor
UFO Studies in Evanston, Ill., and the country’s
premier UFO investigator, termed the Davton
incident a ‘‘really crucial case’” because of the
“absolutely, unequivocal physical effects.”

“Something sure as hell happencd: Those
wormen didn’t pull out their hair and blind them-
selves,”” said Hynek. ““The connection with the
event is clear-cut. It's one-to-one. We have other
cases, but rarely as clear-cut as this.”

Although she says that ‘“time sort of stpad

See Encounter, page 6A
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still.”” Mrs. Lardrum estimates she
and her companions were exposed to
the fire- bclc‘vw ohject for at lcast 10

minutes before it drifted off over the.

trees.

It was a winter night, but they con-
tinued their journey home with the
car’'s air conditioner on. Mrs. Land-
rum said. Their exposed skin seemed
intensely sunhurned. zs after a too-
icng stay at the heach in early sum-
mer.

That night. Mrs. Landrum greased
her grandson with baby oil. That
night. ton. Colby started getting sick.
}ﬂ? vomited and had uncoatrollable
diarrhea. an ominous prelude to what
would happen to all of them.

‘Colby. who had nightmares for
menths afterward and would wake up
screaming, still bears the faint scars
of the large, sack-like blisters tnat
formed on his face. '

Mrs. Landrum. too. has a network
of whitish and raised scars on her
arms {rom the bhlisters,
recurred periodically over the past
eight months, particularly when she
istexposed to sunlight. Both still are
sensitive to heat and cannot hear hot
whter, Ir< Landrum said.

Her hair. now long enough for a per-
ma *u::. t
"c'::’.eroc’ nala speots.

thered her the most.

,“'.-'I\Ey eyes were burned .until they
leoked like they were decayed,” said
Mrs. Landrum. Since the incident. she
1as changed her eyeglass pre-
sr: iption {wice, each time progres-
vely stronger. She now seems to be
1051 ng her perinheral vision and is de-
veloping cataracts.
néeds glasses.

But Betty Cash. 32, who bolted from
the car when they encountercd the ob-
ject. was the most affected of the trio.

She. tco. was stricken with severe
ra‘hw diarrhea and headaches. A
e-active woman, she now was in-
citated by a relentless lethergy.
. .knot-like blisters formed on
ace, scalp and eyelids. Her eyes
swolien almost shut.

But her eyes

or

Il

10
cap:

which have

one time feil out Ieavmg_..

Colby aiso now-
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‘She was hospitalized in January for
ncarly four weeks. The doctors wére
stumped: )

‘*“There was no dmgnosxs. they |
didn’t know what they were dealing
with,” said John Schuessler, a scien-
tiat with McDonnell Douglas Astro-

nautics at NASA’s Johnson Space

Center near Houston. .
Schuessler, project manager for
space shuttle cperations support, has
béen active in UFO research and or-
"amzauonc since the mid- 19605 Heis

one of about dozen. cientists—ana-
professional technicians in the Clear

- Lake City area. about half of which

work for NASA, who comprise ‘Pro-
ject VI‘%TT which is studying UFO'
technelogy

»chuese‘er met Mrs: Landrum, Col-
by and Mrs. Cash in February after
they had contacted NASA and a UFO
reporting network in Seattle, Wash.,
to try to find out what happened to
them. -

Right after.the incident, the three
had agreed to tell no one about their
experience, said Mrs. Landrum. who
waited four days before she told her
husband.

“You den’t go around telling people
when something like this happens.
They'd think you're crazy.'' she
added.

But- as the sickness progressed,
they decided they had to know more.
Said Mrs. Landrum: “If we hadn't
met Jonn Schuessler, I think I would
have lost my mind."”

Schuessier was keenly interested.

He took photographs of their blisters,

burns. damaged eyes and balding
heads. He urged Mrs. Landrum to
keep a daily diary of her symptoms.
And after taiking to the bewildered
physicians, ke located and contacted
aradiation speciatist in Madison, Wis.

“You can’t guarantee it’s radiation
sickness, but it locks like it,”’ raid
Schuessler. “‘Other. things can cause-
these (sympto*m) but not llPely the
total package.”’, 3

i
!

i
|
|

The radiaticn specialist. who wish-

ed to remain anonymous, agreed. In
an April correspondence he noted the
burns could be secondary to high in-
tensity infra-red radmtlon ultra-vio-
let rays or ionizing radiation.

“We are over a medical-scientific
barrel not knowing exactly what the
source of radiation was, nor the dose
received by these UFO witnesses,”” he
wraote.

But Schuessler and .. .nek aren’t

! entirely sure the unexplained object

was an otherworidly UFO. Tae heli-
cepters are the problem.

Despite its awesome power, the ch-.

Ject Mrs. Landrum-saw appeared to
be in distress: it seemed to have
trouble maintaining altitude. And it

‘was when the giant, metal object fi-

nally gained enough thrust to sail off
over the trees that Mrs. Landrum and

. her companions saw it was not alcne.

!
i
|

!
|
|
|
|
|
!
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“After the object drifted to where

,we kind of got our senses., we noticed

the helicopters,” said Mrs. Landrum.
“They were up over it and fellowing

1a

it. It was like they were taking it

somewhere or it was in trouble zad
they were helping it.”
The helicepters were like none

‘she’d seen before, large airborne ma-

chines with double rotary blades. Col-

by drew a picture of a craft that re- -

sembled a military helicopter. like a
CH-46 or CH-47. Schuessler said. _

“The trio weren’t the only people who
reported seeing the helicopters, or the
ohject for that matter.

A man near Crosby. a tiny town 13-
odd miles southwest of Dayton, told
co-workers about the helicopters,
Schuessler said. Investigation of the
Dec. 29 incident also turned up three
more sets of witnesses, totalling sev-

en additionai persons, who saw .the

cbject.

“We are dealing with a real event,
but we're not sure if it's a government
exercise or a UFO sighting,”’ said Hy-
nek, who headed Project Riueboolk, a
U.S. Air Force study
about 1948 to 1869. ““There’s a lot of top
secret stuff going on that rnost p opie
don’t know about.”

of UFQs from

Ll'_!‘l;'»;-t& ) W J

Hynek believes the women shoui
file a lawsuit to compel disciosure.

The government denies any know
edge of or role in the inciden
%Chuccc'cr said he coutacted ever
military installation in Texas th-
might have had sufficient aircraft -

have been involved. He had no sus
cess.
*“The helicopters have been cor.
~pletely stonewalled.”” hie caid.

At tiie Army’s Ft. Hood near il
een, the country’s largest mi?itar_v £
cilily where a brigade of ""100-plu:
heh"opters is based, a spokesm:
said no Ft. hood aircraft were in th
Houston area that night.

“I don't know of any other plac

around here that wnu" have th:
number of helicopters.” said press o;
- ficer Major Tony Geishauser. “'Ther
may be somethine to this, hut T don
Ckrow what it be unles
there’s a'super-secret thing going ¢
and I wouldn't necessarilv kne
about it.”’
Said Mrs. Landrum: “It ain't an:

thing from outer space with ht
green men, that's for sure. if the g

ernmert doesa’t know about it, tne

better find out.” '



The UFO Sound Was ‘Horrible’

By Rebecca
Goodballet-Hamilton

DAYTON — A Dayton woman’s
incredible story of an unidentified
flying object (UFO) is going to be
shown on the TV show ‘That’s In-
credible’ within the next three or
four weeks.

Mrs Vickie Landrum 57, 506 W.
Clayton said that it was about 9:15
p.m. on Dec. 29, 1980 when she and
her grandson Colby 7, and a friend,
Mrs. Betty Cash 52, were coming
home from New Caney on F.M.
1485 when they noticed a diamond-
shaped object flying.in the air.

Mrs. Landrum said that Mrs.
Cash was driving and they watch-
ed the object come closer to the
road and hover over the trees
about 130 feet in front of them. “I
screamed for Betty to stop,” she
said.

The three of them got out of the
car to see what it was and Mrs.
Landrum said, “It looked like the
whole woods and everything was
going to be set on fire.”

Mrs. Landrum described the ob-
ject as dull gray in color and a
flame was coming out of the bot-
tom. She said that the sound it
made was ‘“‘horrible,” like an in-
tensified flame-thrower.

She said that as the flame came
down, the object would rise and it
hovered there for about 12 to 15
minutes before moving off over to
the right side of the road.

Mrs. Landrum said that Colby
had gotten back in the car and was

vColb.; and his g‘randmothe, |

screaming for her, so she was out-
side for only about two to four
minutes. ‘
However, she said that Mrs.
Cash stayed outside for aboutsix to
eight minutes, and when she got
back in the car she had to use her

*

Vickie Landrum

Page 12B, Liberty, Texas
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Within Three, Four Weeks

¢ Dayton Lady On ‘ That’s Incredible’

(Continued From Page 1)

Schuessler said that there are’
countless episodes like this that oc-
cur all over the world, and that
these three people are all showing
the results of radiaion poisoning.

Mrs. Landrum’s hair also began
to fall out in patches within six
weeks after the incident and she
said she also had blisters on her
body.

She said that Colby had some
hair loss and some blisters on his
face and also had nightmares for
three months afterword.

Her eyes swelled until ‘she
thought they were going to split
and now she said she’s losing her
side vision.

Also, she said that neither she
nor Colby can stand being around
any kind of heat, and to this day
she takes a bath in cold water.

Their story has appeared in the
‘National Enquirer’ and will now
be televised on ‘That’s Incredible.’
Mrs. Landrum was hypnotized for
both interviews. “If you're telling
the truth you're not afraid to be
hypnotized. If you're telling a lie

then you're afraid the lie will come
out,” she said.

Mrs. Landrum'’s reason for talk-
ing to the media is that she wants
to find out what the object was and
who is responsible for it . ‘I wish if
anybody knew about it they’d come
forward,” she said. - /

She said they reenacted the ex-
perience and filmed it just like it
happened. ‘“There is nothing I
wouldn’t go through or do to find
out what it was and why it was
there. Somebody’s got to be
responsible for our doctor bills.”

jacket to hold the door handle as it
was so hot.

Mrs. Landrum added that her
handprints are still on the
dashboard of Mrs. Cash’s car.

As the object moved across the
sky, she said that they drove for
about fove or six minutes toward
F.M.2100 and that they all counted
between 20 and 23 helicopters
following it,some with two sets of
blades. They couldn’t get an ac-
curate number she said, because of
the way the helicopters were mov-
ing, they couldn’t be sure that they
were missing one or counting one
twice.

They were still able to see the ob-
ject and the helicopters as they
reached Highway 146 and even as
they came on into Dayton up to the
new bank, she said.

They had decided not to tell
anyone about the incident because
of the way they thought people
would react to such a story, she
said. She did not even tell her hus-
band, Ernest, until three days later
when she had to put Mrs. Cash in
the hospital in Houston.

She and Colby got sick that
night,and Mrs. Landrum said that
when she went to check on Mrs.
Cashthe next day, she found her in

~ bed with lumps on her neck and

head and blisters on her body. She
said that she wasn’t even able to
get up to get a drink of water.

She said that she took Mrs. Cash
to her house and three days later
admitted her to Parkview Hospital
in Houston.

Mrs. Cash spent five weeks in the
hospital and Mrs. Landrum said
that the doctors couldn’t find out
what was wrong with her.
However, she said, that two doc-
tors say they believe it to be a sort
of radiation poisoning.

Mrs. Cash began to lose her hair
about 10 days after the incident
and did lose all of it. Mrs. Landrum
said that she is now living in
Alabama with her mother because
she can’t take care of herself.

Mrs. Landrum said that they
have received an enormous

"amount of help from John
_ Schuessler, a project manager for

McDonnell-Douglas who
volunteers parttime for a non-
profit organization, Vehicles Inter-
nal System Investigating Team
(VISIT).
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UFO report
Women, child say they
saw Shlp, 23 helicopters

y WILLIAM P. BARRETT
{ouston Bureau
DAYTON ‘— Vickie Landrum

esn't expect everybody to buy her’

ory that a UFO flanked by 23
vilitary helicopters doused her and
vo others with radiation on a de-
rted East Texas road one night
st December.
"I never believed in UFOs before,
ither,” she said, suddenly sitting
pright in the chair of her home. I
n a religious person.”

But the local police chief, Tony
arring, a friend for 30 years,
uches for her credibility. Records

Parkway Hospital in Houston
'ument the fading eyesight, skin
listers, " recurring headaches and
'mporary loss of hair she says he
15 experienced., There are other
itnesses. A state agency is investi-
ting. ProfeSSlona] UFO watchers
e excited.

“It's one of thie most significant
ses ‘'we have,” said Dr. J. Allen
ynek, head of the Center for UFO
udies in Evanston, Ill. “The medi-
I documentation is impressive,
is certainly falls in the category
acloeeencounter" Shaing

All this was more than enough
r the National Enquirer, the sen-
tional tabloid. to run the story last
onth unde yulti-col top-of -

a friend, Betty Cash, 57, all of Day-
ton — have filed formal requests
with the federal government under
the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) for any reports involving
the incident. ‘

The three want to file a personal
injury lawsuit against the govern-
ment, in effect alleging hit-and-run,
to recover what they said was more
than §$15,000 in medical bills in-
curred because of the alleged radi-
ation exposure. But their lawyer,
Peter Gersten of New York City,
acknowledged it would be difficult
suing without any concrete proof
that the government was involved,
much less that it was responsible for
the UFO.

“If the government says we have
no reports, I'm afraid that's the end
of it unless someone, perhaps a pi-
lot, comes forward," he said.

So far the military hasn't re-
sponded formally to the FOIA re-
quests, but spokesmen for the
Army, Navy and Air Force, as well
as the Defense Department, said last
week they know nothing about it.

“I keep getting calls on this,” said

Maj. Tony Geishauser, the spokes-

man for Fort Hood, an Army base

160 milés northwest that” just hap-
pens to have several hundred heli-
copters of the sort described by Mrs. |

Landrum, “We did not have an




§itional tabloid, to run the story last
month under a multi-color, top-of-
the-front-page headline. That is

~ how “Scientist at NASA Confirms

UFO Terrorizes and Burns 3 Tex-
ans' came to greet millions of su-
permarket shoppers across the na-
tion'the week of Aug. 11.

. The scientist involved is John F.

A — Statf map
Site was near New Caney

Schuessel. an engineer for McDon-
nell Douglas Corp. at thé NASA
Johnson Space Center in Houston,
who, as a hobby, has been investi-
gating UFO sightings around Hous-
ton for 15 years. Contrary to the
suggestion in the Enquirer headline,
his sleuthing activities have no con-
nection at all with NASA.

“There is no doubt at all that
something happened,” he said.
“And there is little doubt that the
three persons were exposed to radi-
ation.” He said he has other wit-
nesses who saw either helicopters or
the UFO — but not both together
— and medical experts to support
the radiation claim. However, citing
their desire for privacy, he refused
to release their .names, including
those of the experts. »

Schuessel said there are only two
possible explanations for the inci-
dent. “Either the helicopters were
chasing the abject, or else they were
flying with it,” he said. “In either
case the federal government should
know something.” He is preparing a
paper on the incident to be present-
ed at’a UFO conference in Chicago
Sept. 26. ’

Lawyers for the three — Mrs.
Landrum, 52; her 7-year-old grand-

" son, Colby, who lives with her; and

COPLers Or tne sort aescrinea Dy IvIrsS.
«Landrum, “We did not have any
choppers up that night in Fast Tex-
as," he said.

The only governmental reaction
so far has been from the Texas De-
partment of Health, whose Burcau
of Radiation Control is conducting
an investigation at the request of a
local legislator.

“It's highly doubtful we're going
to find anything, but we're look-
ing,” said departmental investigator
Russ Meyer.

Mrs. Landrum is sure of what she
saw and what she felt."

“It . was a° UFO and we were

- zapped,” she said.

In separate interviews, she and
Mrs. Cash gave this account:

‘Mrs. Landrum and Colby were
riding with Mrs. Cash in her car

about 9 p.m. on Dec. 29 along a -

lonely, two-lane stretch of FM 1485
near New Caney, Montgomery
County, about 30 miles northeast of
Houston. About three miles ahead
they could see some sort of ‘light in
the air, occasionally obscured. by
trees. As they drew nearer they
could see it was some sort of object
with orange and red flame coming
from the bottom.

“Suddenly it got real ‘bright,”
Mrs. Landrum said. “We could see
the object maybe 30 feet above the
ground. I screamed for Betty to
stop. Then I said, ‘Betty you might
as well face it — this isit.””

Mrs. Cash said, “I thought this
was going to be it."”

What they said they saw was a
metallic, diamond-shaped object
with no visible markings, hovering
anywhere from 25 to 50 feet above
the ground. Mrs. Landrum said the
object was 25 feet high and 12 feet
across, although Mrs. Cash said it
was much larger, perhaps 50 feet
high and 25 feet across.

The women said they got out of
the car to look at the object.

“The road was 00 narrow to turn
around and we were blinded by all
the light,” Mrs. Cash said. She said
the car became very hot. “An im-

pression of Vickie's hand is still im- .

bedded in my dash,” she said.
“After about four minutes the ob-

ject rose, bathing-the thrée onlook-

ers in heat, and headed in a south-

— UP1 photo

Vickie Landrum never believed in UFOs before an experience in December

ern direction but not over the road.
“It was going-away from the road.
so we kept going in the same direc-
tion, toward Dayton,” Mrs. Cash
said.

[t was then they first noticed the
helicopters buzzing about. “They
seemed to be following the object,”
Mrs. Landrum said, “and trying to
stay out of each other’s way.”

seen heading southwest toward
Houston. The -women said the en-
counter lasted perhaps 20 minutes.
When they arrived in Dayton,
about 15 miiles southeast, the wom-
en said they agreed not to tell any-
one about the incident, not even
Mrs. Landrum’s husband. “Frankly,
I thought I was crazy,” Mrs. Lan-

- drum said.

1 don’t believe for a minute that the UFO was
from another planet. I just don’t believe in it.’

" —Vickie Landrum

She said the helicopters were rel-
atively large, twin-rotor craft, but
she could see no markings. Mrs.
Cash said she and Colby counted at
least 23 of them. ’ '

Schuessel said the three persons '

described perfectly a Boeing-Vertol

- Chinook helicopter, which are used

by both the Army -and the. Air
Force. “There are civilian Chinooks
around, but not 23 of them in one
place,” he said.

Finally the UFO with the helicop- ‘

ters disappeared from sight. Mrs.
Landrum said the fleet was last

But within hours, they said, all
three began to be violently ill with
stomach cramps and diarrhea..

“She was in’ pretty bad shape.
The doctors thought she was going
to die,” Mrs. Landrum said of Mrs.
Cash. Finally wheu doctors could
not diagnose the illness, the women
broke their vow of silence and told
the doctors what had happened.
“They seemed relieved that we had

some sort of explanation,"”, Mrs.

Cashrecalled.
They said the eyesight of all
three deteriorated rapidly. *I never

had to wear glasses before, but ne
I'm on my third set,” Mrs. Ca
said. She said Coiby, who for a ti
experienced nightmares from t

.incident, also had to start weari

glasses.

“I still break out in water bliste
I get awful headaches and I ca
take a hot bath,” she said. “I'll prc

~ably go back into the hospital ne

week.”

On the suggestion of Police Ch
Warring, who last week called M
Landrum t‘‘truthful and reliabl
the women in February called
UFO hotline in Washington. Tt
brought Schuessel into the case.

While gratefdl for publicity,
said he wasn't altogether pleas
that the National Enquirer, as w
as another supermarket tablo
Globe, picked up on the sto
which has received scant mention
the Texas press.

“We may have a credibility pre

lem."” he said.
- Both he and the women lean
the.explanation that the UFO v
some sort of military project.
don't believe for a minute that
UFO was from another plane
Mrs. Landrum said. “I just don't |
lieve in it."”
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tate, private agencies probing
claim of UFO encounter

+ She ‘said red-orange flames were mtermlttently spewing
‘CI_NDY HORSWELL from the bottom and that it produced a noise she will never
ronicle Staff q{;rg%et ‘;Iht r;ade aroaring sound like a flame thrower and then
) ¢ pitched beeps. It had a flammable smell, like lighter
The Texas Department of Health and three private agencies “fllid,” she said. pThe heat, she said, was so intense tl%at it
9511 ting reports that two Dayton women and a child caused sweat to pour off her and her companions.
n exposed to an unidentified flying object and . “It was so bright. The glow lit everything up. It was as if the
; ered radiation exposure as a result. ‘whole woods was on fire,” she said.

It was a cold, cloudy evening on Dec. 29 when Vickie Lan- - Asithe object began heading to the northwest, said Mrs.
, 97, a waitress, and her former employer, Betty Cash, 52, _Landrum, she saw large, double-rotary helicopters following

[ owner of a cafe in Dayton, and Mrs. Landrum’s 7- year«)ld -it. She said she and her grandson counted about 23 helicopters.
ndson, Colby Landrum, were driving from New Caney to ‘. “It (the object) was a monstrous thing. It seemed like it was
: ayton. ' fiaving trouble flying, and so it would let out those flames and
«oeAdong an uninhabited stretch of FM 1485, about 30 miles (2herr'shoot up again while making that shrill beeping sound,”
. st of Houston near Huffman and about 15 miles west of WMTS Cash, a divorcee who is now staying with her elderly

h,’ they spotted something strange. “I saw a long, red

. -motherm F alrﬁeld Ala.

-in the sky about three miles ahead,’” said Mrs. Landrum.
trying to figure out what it was.”
saxd that within minutes the object was in front of them.

3 ﬁley all jumped out.

P ‘who lives with Mrs. Landrum, ran back to the car a

-ﬁute ater and hid on the ﬂoorboard said Mrs. Landrum.

rum said she screamed at Mrs. Cash to stop the car

j::;:iprl', they spotted something
"“strange. “| saw a long, red thing
in the sky about three miles
ahead,” said Vickie Landrum. “I
‘was trying to figure out what it

o

was.

¢~
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¢"She said she remained outside about four minutes and Mrs.
«-Cash, the driver, got the closest to the object and watched it
..for about 10 minutes.
+ “It was diamond-shaped and as tall as a water tower,” Mrs.
ndrum said. “It was a dull, gray metallie color, and it just
:ﬂoated there.”

-Mrs..Cash went to Alabama recently to recuperate from

_J 'bu‘rr% blisters, weakness, diarrhea, headaches, eye problems

loss of halr— all problems she attributes to her encounter
flymg object. Mrs. Cash lost about 50 percent of her
had to be hos italized twice after the sighting.

she had similar symptoms, but to a

R M ndrum sal
q' gree; Colby was nauseated and had “kind of a bad
%

” They say the degree of illness corresponded to the

length of time each was-outside the car and bathed in the
bright light.

“ felt so hot inside, as if I was burning from the inside out,"”
Mrs. Cash said. ““The light blinded me so much that I couldn’t
see to back the car up and we were afraid to go under the
object.”

The two women and boy initially made a pact not to tell
anybody about what they had seen because they felt they
would not be believed.

“It was just too weird to mention, but we didn’t know then
that we had been hurt,” said Mrs. Landrum

By 1 a.m. that mght Mrs. Landrum said both she and her
grandson had blistered as if badly sunburned and both suffer-
ed from nausea and diarrhea.

“We were starving for water. Just couldn’t get enough and
couldn’t stand a warm bath. It had to be cold, for. weeks after
that. Didn't like being near a stove or hot food,” she said.

She said that two days later she visited Mrs. Cash, who lived
alone, and found her so weak she could not get a glass of
water. Mrs. Landrum said part of Mrs. Cash’s body was
covered with egg-sized knots and blisters. Mrs. Cash was
hospitalized the next day at Parkway Hospital in Houston.

The trio broke their secrecy pact then and told doctors about
the incident. Mrs. Landrum also reported it to Dayton Police
Chief Tommy Waring.

Waring said he has known Mrs. Landrum for about 30 years
and “after talking to her for 35 or 40 minutes, you knew she
was reporting what she thought she saw. She appeared highly
nervous and upset.”

Mrs. Landrum said her hair began to ‘“‘come out in wads"
and her eyesight began failing about three weeks after the
incident. She then sought medical attention. Her hair has since
regrown, though she says it now has a burnt, frizzled texture.

The three have been interviewed by John F. Schuessler, a
mechanical engineer employed as McDonnel-Douglas’ project
manager for space flight operations in Clear Lake City. He 1s




-

investigating her case in his capacity as a volunteer with the
Mutual UFO Network.

He and Dr. J. Allen Hynek, founder of the Center for UFO
Studies in Evanston, Ill., say the Dayton incident is the most
significant sightingthat has occurred in the Houston area in 10

“It (the object) was a monstrous. -
thing. It seemed like it was hav-
ing trouble flying, and so
would let out those flames and
then shoot up again while mak-
ing that shrill beeping sound,”
said Betty Cash, a divorcee who
is now staying with her elderly

mother in Fairfield, Ala.

-

years. ‘“That’s because there is something you can actually
examine afterward — the physical injuries,” said Schuessler.

Dr. P.B. Patil, a specialist in cardiology and internal medi-
cine, said he and his colleagues hospitalized Mrs. Cash twice
at Parkway Hospital in Houston for a total of about 3'2 weeks.
*‘She definitely had a bad burn on her face and her hair came
out in clumps in two or three areas,” he said.

He said consultants were called in, but ‘‘we cannot say for
sure what caused it,” though he would not rule out radiation
exposure.

Dr. Steve Chandler, a Liberty optometrist, treated Mrs.

Dayton Police Chief Tommy
Waring said he has known Mrs.
Landrum for about 30 years and
“after talking to her for 35 or 40
“minutes, you knew she was re-
porting what she thought she
saw. She appeared highly nerv-
ous and upset.”

Landrum for a puffy, red eyes. “There was quite a bit of
irritation and swelling, redness due to some type of burn
around the eyes, but I don’t know the cause of it,” he said,

acknowledging that her eyesight has worsened. He said an

allergy to sunlight, chemicals and other thmgs could have
caused the same symptoms as radiation.

Dr. James Easley, a Houston radiologist, exammed the
women more than six months after the incident but said his
results were not conclusive because he saw the women so late.

Schuessler has two theories about the sighting: Either the
object came from another planet or it was an experimental,
top-secret U.S. government project.

To substantiate the trio’s story, Schuessler has gathered
reports from several persons in the area who also say they saw
something strange.

On that same night, Angie Stanley, 26, a Dayton postal clerk,
was coming home from New Caney on FM 1485 about 13 miles
west of Dayton. “I saw a really bright light in the sky pretty
far away,” she said. “It looked like the bright headlights of a
car on an oval-shaped thing.”

Jerry McDonald, 24, an oil field roughneck, also witnessed
something strange that night from his home in Dayton. “I
heard a sound like a rumble, and I thought it was the Goodyear
blimp,” he said. “‘It was kind of triangular or diamond-shaped
and had two twin torches that were shooting brilliant blue
flames out the back.” He said it also had two bright lights on it
ﬁnd ared light in the center as it passed about 150 feet above

im.

Belle Magee, 55, a bakery clerk, was in her home in East-
gate, about eight miles west of Dayton, when she looked out
and saw a bright light heading in the direction of New Caney.
“It was bright, like the light of a football field, but up in the
sky,” she said.

Dayton police officer L.L. Walker was off duty and driving
home from Cleveland, five miles north of Dayton on FM 321,
when he saw several large helicopters flying in formation. Heé
says he is not sure of the exact date, but thinks it may have
been Dec. 29.

To jog Mrs. Landrum’s memory, she was hypnotized twice
by Dr. R. Leo Sprinkle, a psychologist and director of counsel-
ing and testing at the University of Wyoming. Sprinkle has
studied about 250 persons who have reported UFO sightings
during the last 20 years. ¢

Under hypnosis, Mrs. .Landrum did not reveal any new
details, he said, but she did not alter her story, either.

“‘She showed very dramatically what her feelings were as:
she relived it,” he said. ‘“‘She kept pulling on her blouse and
cradling her arm like she was holding Colby close. She said
she thought it was the end of the world and Jesus was coming
out of the light.”

Sprinkle said there is no way to know if a person is hypno—
tlzed “but based on my 15 years experience, she was — or else
she has been taking acting lessons.” Hypnosis recall does not
prove an incident happened, he said, but “it’s her truth, what
the individual thinks is true.”

At the request of state Rep. Larry Browder, D-Coldspring,
the Texas Department of Health’s Bureau of Radiation Control
is investigating the Dayton incident.

“We came into this thing fairly late in the game,” said Russ
Meyer, manager of the states public health department in
Houston.

On Sept. 16, he drove the stretch of road where the sighting
is supposed to have occurred. His radiation detection equip-
ment did not find any traces of remnant radiation in the area.
He also took soil samples but testing of them is not complete
yet.

“If there had been radloqctlve contammauon in large
amounts, some would still be left there,” he said. However, he

-said certain types of radiation — such as ultraviolet hght

infrared light and low-energy X-rays — might not leave any
residual traces .

Meyer has recommended that the trio’s medical records be
reviewed by the state health department’s medical advisory
board. Specialists, he said, could differentiate between radia-
tion and symptoms that could be attributed to such things as
chemical toxins..

The helicopters, as described by the women, would appear
to be CH47 Chinooks, used by the military as troop carriers.
However, spokesmen for the Army and National Guard, both
of which keep helicopters in the Houston area, said there are
no records of military helicopters being flown on Dec. 29.

Attorney Peter Gersten of the Bronx, N.Y., representing
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, said he is interested in the
Dayton women and ‘“particularly interested in things to do
with the military.”

Two weeks ago, he sent letters to the National Guard and
U.S. Air Force headquarters requesting information on heli-
copters which may have been involved with the “startling |
encounter of a UFO” near Dayton and requesting all records -
they might possess on the subject.

Military authorities said his letter has been forwarded to
their legal departments.
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Encounters with fiery diamond

By CHUCK STEVICK
Texas City Sun Reporter

FRIENDSWOOD—""It looked like a
diamond of fire,” Vickie LLandrum told the
investigators.

Vickie, her grandson, and another woman
encountered the ‘‘diamond of fire' along a
deserted Texas highway the night of Dec. 29,
1980.

They have not been the same since.

‘“This has been a very traumatic event for
them,” says John Schuessler of VISIT, the
Vehicle Internal Systems Investigative
Team.

“All of them are partially blind at this
time,” says Schuessler. That is on top of other
medical problems, including hair loss,
diarrhea, excessive amount of tooth decay,
and the periodic appearance of sores.

According to Schuessler, the three show
symptoms of ‘‘extreme radiation exposure.”
He told this story:

Their problems started a cool, winter
evening about two-and-a-half years ago.
Vickie, 57, and her seven-year-old grandson
Colby Landrum were traveling with Betty
Cash, 51 on the Cleveland-Huffman road just
north of L.ake Houston. They were on their
way home in Dayton after finding the hall
they’d gone to to play hingo was closed.

Suddenly, just ahead of them on the rode,
hovering, was the ‘*diamond of fire.”

The object wasso bright, it was hard to look
at. Flames belched from its bottom. With
each blast of flames, the object would rise:
when the blast stopped, it would drop.

Things began to get hot . . .

Betty Cash, fearing that if they got any
closer they might be burned alive, stopped the
car in the middle of the road. The three got
out for a closer look.

Terrified, Colby immediately jumped back
into the automobile, screaming. His screams
finally enticed his grandmother back into the
car.

Meanwhile, Betty walked to the front of the

car for even a closer look at the bright object.-

After much pleading from Vickie, she
returned to the driver’s side of the car.

The car had become so hot, the woman had
to use her leather jacket as a hotpad to open
the door and climb in.

The temperature outside that night had
been reported to be about 40 degrees. Inside
the car, its occupants began to sweat, and the
air conditioning had to be turned on.

Throughout the sighting, the three people
were aware of an irregular beeping noise.

The object rose to the southwest, and
disappeared from sight.

Relieved that they were all apparently
“safe and sound,” the threesome continued
their journey home, turning right onto FM
2100.

Ahead of them, in the sky, was the object
again. It was surrounded by a large number
of helicoptors, later identified as CH-47
Chinooks, the double-rotor type used by the
military.

The sky was filled with helicoptors, flying
all around the object. Betty, Vickie, and Colby
counted more than 20 of them.

They were noisy. ““The helicoptor roar was

like a tornado,’” said Vickie.

This time none of the three gotoutofthe car
for a closer look. They sped home, leaving the
“‘diamond of fire"’ and the helicoptors behind.

Almost immediately their medical
problems became apparent.

When Betty dropped Vickie and Colby off at
their home in Dayton, Vickie commented,
‘““My head hurts. I'm sick.”

Betty was even sicker. Along with an ex-
cruciating headache, she, she became
nauseated, her eyes swelled shut, and red
blotches appeared all over her head. The next
morning, she didn’t get out of bed.

The other two suffered similar problems,
says Schuessler. They became red as beets,
and developed a severe case of diarrhea that
lasted seven weeks. It was so bad for Colby,
he had to wear a diaper to school.

Things got worse. Betty had to be
hospitalized, where she was treated as if she
was a burn patient. Most of her hair, which
was quite lush, fell out, as did some of
Vickie's.

During this time, Betty lost patches of skin
on her face, and for several weeks thereafter
Colby had nightmares about the helicoptors.

With regards to the helicoptors, Schuessler,
a former NASA engineer who is regarded an
expert in UFO study, checked with Houston
International Airport and state military in-
stallations, with little results.

Beyond 15 miles from the airport,
helicoptors are required to remain below
1,800 feet, which is too low for Houston radar
to pick up.

None of the military installations would

admit to having helicoptors on a nission in
the Houston area that night.

What the VISIT investigators did find out
was this:

About four hours after the original Cash-
Landrum sighting, an off-duty police officer
and his wife reported 12 CH-47 coptors flying
over the area, searchlights scanning the
earth.

“There was some kind of helicoptor
operation that night,” says Schuessler.

Also, VISIT determined that there is a
secret helicoptor unit in the military which
operates where it wants to in this country.
VISIT also found that the unit was in Texas
the night of Dec. 29, 1980.

However, exactly where the unit was and’
what it was doing is classified information.

Meanwhile, the health of Betty Cash, and
Vickie and Colby Landrum continues its
downward slide. Their future is yet to be
determined.

“They really deserve help,”
Schuessler.

He grits his teeth with frustration. *‘There
is no such thing as a UFO, according t;!)h
government,” he says. “And the helicoptors
weren't there, according to the government.
And yet the people got hutt.”

What exactly was the Cash-Landrum
sighting, Schuessler wonders.

Wasita UFO?

Was it a UFOintercept?

Or could it have been an agreed meeting
between a UFO and the helicoptors?

“It's a mystery,'" he says.

And the investigation continues.

says
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CLOSE ENCOUNTER OF THE SECOND KIND

The following three categories
of UFQ reports were developed by Or.
J. Allen Hynek, Director of the
Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS) in
Evanston, I1linois.

CE I Close Encounter of the First
Kind. A UFQ witnessed within
500 feet.

CE I Close Encounter of the Second
Kind. A CE I sighting that
results in environmental
changes such as: physical
traces, physiological con-
sequences, and electromag-
netic effects.

CE Il Close Encounter of the Third

Kind. Encounter with living

entities. (Creatures,

Humanoids, etc.)

One of the most startling CE II
cases tn 0 history has happened in
our own ba.k yard near Huffman, Texas
(approximately 20 miles northeast of
Houston). The witnesses two women and

a young boy sustained physical injuries

assigned to the symptomatology of
radiation sickness and physical burns.

Researchers working on the case
believe they were exposed to Ultravio-
let and soft X-ray radiation. The
physical effects included: nausea,
vomiting, headaches, loss of hair,
swelling of fiesh, blisters, and a
loss of appetite.

On Oecember 23, 1980, Betty Cash,
Vicky Landrum and her 7-year old grand-

son Colby were traveling on Highway
1485, going from New Caney to Dayton,
Texas. The time was approximately
9:00 p.m.

Unexpectedly an intense 1ight
descended to tre2top level emitting
recdish-orange flames from it's
base. Accompanying the light was a
“whooshing” sound, then intermittent
beeping touk place and the light
lowered its21f over the road, hover-
ing close to the ground, making it
impossible to pass in safety. [t
became clear to the nccupants rid-
ing in the 1980 Cutlass Supreme
that it was not a light tut an
object: glewing, fiery, diamond-
shaped. While resting near the
road the object discharged flames
periodically.

Betty, Vicky, and Colby got
out of the rar to lank at the
object. Colby Lecyrs- frightened
anq eatares the car «ith his
qrandav,ther.  Eetty renmined out-
side of the car for Lhe 4uration
of the signting. (19 to 15
mirutes).

At lat the oliject (approxi-
mately 130 fert in tront of the
car) ascended into the night sky,
mising sloely In 8 woutheeterly
drenctinn, Betty returned to
enter her car and “he could aot
apen e door withogt e g
lTeather Jarket on the door handle,
The Anterine af bue farr was very
het. 0t war, mee 1y by turn on
Ve Alr et The: aut-tde
Gmtwrature wis AL Faceehedt

o

Yl

VISIT will continue to work
with the Landru=~'s and Setty Cash.
They will monitar their health,
keeping tabs on sleeping hadits,
weight, size, physiological changes
of any sort, etc. Also the search

for the fleet of helicopters is still

going on. Attespts to obtain infor-
mation from military bases have been
non-procuctive. The presence of
helicopters sugsest that there is an
explanation to de had. Why the
secrecy?

This incident s still uncer
investigation by John Schuessler,
Oeputy Director of MUFOX (Mutual UFO
Network) and the memders of VISIT
(Vehicle Internal Systems Investiga-
tion Team) in wrich Mr. Schuessler
is a me~ber. VISIT is compesed of
a dozen scientists and engineers.
It 1s an independent project organi-
zation which studies physical data
received from incidents such as
CE IT and CE I1l's, and attempts to
interpret the data in terms of the
technolcgy which would produce cer-
tain effects.

Eight months have lapsed since
this alarming occurrence. What has
happened to the witnesses? How has
this frightening ordeal affected
their lives? Betty is unable to
work, suffering constant fatigue and
headaches. She owned 2 small

"DRAWING OF UFO AS
DESCRIBED BY WITNESSES

restaurant and has lost her business
forcing her to move ta California
and live with her son. Vicky still
has troudle with her eyes. Colby's
nightmares have almost disappeared
and through the help of others he

As the 1fight diminished, a
large number of helicopters entered
the area and pursued the craft.
What are an estimate¢ 20 heli-
copters doing in this area?

Where did they come from? The
question must be asked: Is this
a UFO incident or a military
maneuver?

The nightmare continues.
Betty drove away from the scene
and dropped Vicky and Colby of f
at their home, returning to
her residence decidely 111, A
half-hour efter the event, she

developed blisters on her scalp and
face. Her eye 11ds swelled and were
cemented shut for a week. Her ear-
lotes and neack were swollen, her
face peeled, patches of hair drodped
out. EBatty was plagued by cevere
hesdaches, vomiting ard loss of
apprtite. She entered the hospital
and remained there for fifteen days,
only to return for additional trcat-
ment,

Vicky experirnced lass {liness
than Betly. Some hair fell out and
she 1get the siqght in one cye
tempararily,  This §s artributed to
the fact that Viery wis Inside the
car while ittty wati standing outside
during the - ighting,

Viey s, a strongly relilqious
preaon Yntcipreted the Gvent At the

Seoned Loening and wai highly anxtous.

sCisnly SO,

Colby suffered minor physical
disturbances in comsarison to the
two women. After tae encounter,
stomachaches and severe diarrhea

ensusd. He displayed extreme

. anxfety at the sight or sound of
a helicopter and was subject to

terrifying nightmares.

has overcome his fear of helicop-
ters.

This CE Il case has received
. natfonal attention. In July, the
witnesses were interviewed by mesoers
of the popular TV program "THAT'S
INCREDIZLE® and the show will be
afred at the strt of the new view-
fng season in Cctober.

* e

5304-A

Lncatinn:
Bell2ire, C.U.U.

TIME: THURSDAYS,
7:30-S:00 p.m.

FOR -INFCRMATION CALL:
(after 5:30 p.m.)
Mire Vdaccars -

937-9628 OR
Joanne Gib-.on -
N L0476

(%3.06G LOGATION FOP

NOH-PR LR

Solidarity

Across The Galaxies

S.A.G. is a non-profit educa-
tional corporation. It is for
those who wish to come and share
information about UFO's whether
in the dream state or in the
physical, extraterrestrial life,
higher in*ellig~nces and con-
sciousness raising.

WEEKLY MEETINGS are held at
which invited speakers cover
topics concerning UFQ's and
metaphysics. After-meetino
aet-toqgethers pravide an oppsr-
tunity for visitors ta learn
mere ahout our memhere,’
interests and topics Zovered

in aur mucetings,.
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CASH-LANDRUM RADIATION CASE

By John F. Schuessler

(Note: This follow-up report is based on a
presentation to the Sept. 1981 CUFOS
UFO Conference. The case was initially
reported in the Apr. 1981 issue, No. 158.)

The problem of radiation sickness
caused by UFOs is defined by these
brief examples:

October 24, 1887: Venezuelan
family exposed to a brightly lit
unidentified flying object (UFO) and
suffered burns, vomiting, hair loss,
and extensive swelling.

May 20, 1967: Canadian prospec-
tor Stephen Michalak encountered a
landed UFO and suffered burns,
nausea, vomiting, swelling and an ex-
tended illness.

October 3, 1973; Missouri truck
driver exposed to an extremely bright
UFO, blinded for days, and had vi-
sion impairment for a year.

These and hundreds of similar in-
cidents indicate that UFOs are
seriously affecting people. How can
these people be helped? What can we
learn about UFOs by studying these
human effects?

A small team of engineers, scien-
tists, and medical specialists have
formed Project VISIT (Vehicle Inter-
nal Systems Investigative Team), to
be a clearinghouse for all UFO in-
cidents involving medical injury or
alleged entry into a UFO. VISIT
members collect and analyze data on
the physical effects of UFOs on peo-
ple. This scientific and medical data is
then examined to discover the prob-
able mechanisms of the UFO.

The latest entry into the VISIT data
base occurred on December 29, 1980,
when three Texans encountered a
UFO and suffered severe medical
consequences. Betty Cash (51), Vickie
Landrum (57), and Vickie’s grandson
Colby Landrum (7), were driving
home to Dayton, Texas, on the
Cleveland-Huffman road just north of
Lake Houston. It was 9 o'clock at

Y »

Artist's Rendition of the Sighting

(By Kathy Schuessler)

night and the road was deserted. The
first indication of something unusual
was the presence of a very intense
light several miles ahead just above
the pine trees. Betty remarked about
the unusual brightness, but temporar-
ily lost sight of it due to the many
trees along the road.

Suddenly, hovering-over the road
only a short distance ahead was an
enormous diamond shaped object. “It
was like a diamond of fire,” Vickie
said. The glow was so intense they
could barely stand to look at it. Vickie
at first thought it was the fulfillment
of biblical prophecy and expected
Jesus to come out of the fire in the
sky.

In addition to lighting the whole
area like daytime, the UFO period-
ically belched flames downward.
Fearing they would be burned alive
Betty stopped the 1980 Oldsmobile
Cutlass without leaving the road.
They all got out of the car to get a

better look at the UFO. Colby was
terrified and dove back into the car,
begging his grandma to get back in,
too. Vickie did and comforted Colby.
Betty stood momentarily by the
driver’s door and then walked for-
ward to the front of the car. After
much pleading by Vickie, Betty final-
ly returned to the car. The door han-
dle was so hot she used her leather
coat as a hotpad to open the door.
Although the winter night air had
been about 40°F, the heat from the
UFO caused the witnesses to sweat
and feel so uncomfortable that they
turned on the car’s air conditioner.
Each time the object would shoot
flames downward it would rise. As
the flames stopped it would drop in
altitude. The intense glow, however,
never changed. In addition, the
threesome heard an irregular beeping
sound throughout the sighting.

(continued on next page)




Radiation, Continued

Finally, the flames stopped, the ob-
ject rose to the south-west, and was
lost from sight. Vickie and Colby
commented that several helicopters
could be seen above and beyond the
UFO. Vickie said with relief, “we're
safe and we're sound, but I'm burning
and it's so hot.”

Betty was directly exposed to the
object 5 to 10 minutes, Vickie 3 to 5
minutes, and Colby only a minute or
so. As Betty raced homeward she
turned right on FM 2100. Five
minutes had lapsed and just ahead
was the UFO and a large number of
helicopters. “The sky was full of
helicopters,” Betty said. Some were
near the object and others lagged
behind. She feared the helicopters
would collide. They were dazzled as
they counted more than 20 helicop-
ters. According to Vickie, “The
helicopter roar was like a tornado.”

They sped onward towards home,
turning on to the Huffman-Eastgate
road, then to FM 1960. By this time
the object had been in sight, climbing
into the night sky, for another 5
minutes. On FM 1960 the threesome
were going away from the UFO, but
could still observe it as a diminishing
bright light for 2 or 3 more minutes.

Unusual Medical Effects

Betty dropped Vickie and Colby in
Dayton and arsived home at 9:05
p.m. where her friend Wilma was
waiting. Vickie said as she left the car,
“My head hurts, I'm sick.” Betty felt
even worse. In addition to a terrible
headache and nausea, her neck began
to swell and red blotches appeared on
her face and head.

December 29th was a turning point
in the lives of Betty and Vickie. Betty,
an unusually energetic woman, had
plans to open a new restaurant. The
sickness that followed ruined those
plans. For the next four days Betty’s
health degraded. Her eyes swelled
closed, the red blotches became
blisters of clear fluid, and she was
weak with diarrhea and nausea. The
headaches never ceased. Because Bet-
ty was unable to function, Vickie was
afraid she would die and set out to
locate her doctor.

-

i

After a number of telephone calls a
doctor instructed Vickie to take Betty
to the hospital emergency room
where the staff received and treated
her as a burn patient. Over the next
several days Betty lost patches of skin
on her face and about 50 % of her hair
fell out.

After 12 days in the hospital Betty
went home, even though she had
shown little improvement. Her condi-
tion again degraded to the point

Sighting Location; I. Alan Holt; r. Vickie Landrum

Betty Cash Showing Hair Loss
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where she returned to the hospital for
15 more days. During the weeks that
followed the incident, Vickie treated
herself and Colby with baby oil to
stop the burning of their faces. Their
stomach pains and diarrhea stopped
after a couple of weeks but their eyes
are apparently permanently damaged
and treatment continues. Colby had
nightmares for weeks and was ex-

(continued on next page)




Radiation, Continued

tremely frightened by bright lights in
the night sky or by helicopters
anytime.

SUMMARY OF THE MEDICAL EFFECTS

Colby Erythema (reddening of the skin)
Eyes swollen and watery
Stomach pains
Diarrhea
Anorexia (loss of appetite)

Some weight loss
Increase in tooth cavities

Vickie Erythema

Photophthalmia (eyes swollen, watery,
and painful)

Vision greatly diminished

Stomach pains

Diarrhea

Anorexia

Ulceration on the arms, resulting in
scarring and loss of pigmentation

Karatin affected resulting in fingernail
damage

Hair loss .

Hair regrowth of a different texture

Betty Erythema
Acute photophthalmia (eyes swollen
closed, painful, watery)
Vision impaired
Stomach pains
Vomiting, diarrhea
Anorexia
Loss of energy, lethargy
Scarring and loss of skin pigmentation
Excessive hair loss
Hair regrowth of a different texture

The electromagnetic spectrum is
divided into groups according to
wavelengths. X-rays and gamma rays
have very short wavelengths; ultra-
violet radiation, visible light, and in-
frared have increasingly longer wave-
lengths. Since the regions overlap, an
exposed person may suffer effects of
more than one region — x-ray and
ultraviolet for example.

Exposure to ultraviolet radiation
can - produce photophobia, photo-
phthalmia (arc-eye), edema of the
eyelids, and erythema of the skin. Ex-
posure to gamma and x-radiation can
provide a strong general weakness,
anorexia, nausea, vomiting, apathy,
severe headache, sleeplessness, and
dizziness.

The symptoms provide a clue to
the type of radiation exposure. The
degree of illness depends upon the
type and energy of the radiation, the

Vickie Landrum: Sores Persist After 8 Months

dose, amount of exposure, and a num-
ber of other variables. However,
there is no type of radiation that is not
potentially dangerous to the eye. Cer-
tainly most of the listed symptoms
can be found in the Cash/Landrum in-
cident.

The Helicopters

All the witnesses were interrogated
separately for information about the
helicopters. They all agreed there

were at least 20. [llumination from
the glowing object clearly showed
details of the helicopters even though
the night was dark and the moon was
in the third quarter. At least two dif-
ferent helicopter models were pres-
ent, but they referred also to the one
large thing amidst the helicopters.
Through use of helicopter iden-
tification charts one model was clear-
ly identified as the Boeing CH-17

(continued on next page)




Radiation, Continued

Chinook. Another was identified as
being similar to the Bell Huey model,
but not positively identified as such.

Each of the witnesses not only
identified the shape and main charac-
teristics of the Chinook, they also
pointed out details such as the wheels,
lighting pattern, and sounds.

Contact with the Houston Interna-
tional Airport FAA representative
provided the following;:

® 350-400 helicopters operate com-
mercially in the Houston area.

e All are single rotor types (no
Chinooks)..

e Helicopter traffic flies Visual
Flight Rules (VFR), consequently they
do not contact the tower.

® Beyond 15 miles from the airport
they must stay below 1,800 feet.

* The Houston radar is limited to
2,000-2,200 feet around Lake
Houston due to the location of an-
tenna.

Contact with military installations
was of little help. Fort Polk, Fort
Hood, Dallas Naval Air Station, and
England AFB stated they did not fly
into the Houston area that evening.
The unit operating out of Ellington
AFB in Houston had landed before
the sighting time. Robert Gray Field
had 100 helicopters come in from the
field at one time “for effect,” but
claimed to have avoided the Houston
area. Hence, no one claims the heli-
copters that filled the Huffman area
sky that winter night.

Conclusion

This incident clearly points up
several serious conditions. First, when
a person is involved in a close en-
counter with a UFO they find it near-
ly impossible to obtain immediate
assistance. The police, newspapers,
and even doctors receive their plea
for help with tongue in cheek. The
doctors, being unprepared for a
bizarre account like Betty's, spend a
lot of time trying to determine what is
wrong, as a standard treatment
method has never been defined.

Second, military organizations
could better serve the citizens of the

Distinctive Silhouette of CH-47 Helicopter

United States if they were prepared
to relate the nature of objects such as
the one at Huffman and others where
public safety is at stake. Betty and
Vickie have never said the Huffman
UFO was a flying saucer with little
green men. They believe it was a
government-sponsored operation of
some kind. Others that saw and heard
the helicopters that evening have the
same feeling.

Third, UFO organizations usually
do not cooperate to the fullest to help
the witnesses. The Huffman incident
is an exception. The Mutual UFO
Network of Seguin, Texas, the Center
for UFO Studies of Evanston, lllinois,
and the Aerial Phenomena Research
Organization of Tucson, Arizona, all
cooperated in a responsible manner to

assist the Houston-based Project
VISIT to conduct the investigation by
providing consultants, recommenda-
tions, and data pertaining to similar
cases. Such cooperation is in the best
interest of all parties involved.

The investigation continues. The
future health state of Betty, Vickie,
and Colby is yet to be determined.
However, several radiation specialists
have given freely of their time and
talents to establish a program of
rehabilitation and care. Full treatment
is still lacking because the data on the
source of the problem, the UFO, is
still not available.

Project VISIT members are avail-
able on call for consultation. The ad-
dress of VISIT is Post Office Box 877,
Friendswood, Texas 77546.

(Photographs provided by John Schuessler)

A For

UFo JourertA L
Wovember /787




Schuessler seeks UFO’s

By KAY HUNING

CLEAR LAKE — Clear Lake Area. resident John F.
Schuessler investigates unidentified flying object (UFO)
sightings. .

As a deputy director of the Mutual UFO Network
(MUFON), Schuessler recently appeared as a guest on
the ABC television program Good Morning America. He
discussed the sighting account and the results of the in-
estigations of a UFO encounter by three Dayton, Texas
residents who also were present and interviewed on the
show.

Schuessler is founding member of the Seguine-based
1200 member organization MUFON, an intematiopal non-
profit organization that investigates UFO mghtmg’s
throughout the world. He is also a member of MUFON’s
board of directors and a member of the scientific board of

the recently organized Center for UFO Studies in

Evanston, 1. .

In the Clear Lake Area, Schuessler heads up a small in-
vestigative group called VISIT, the acronym for Vehicle
Internal Systems Investigation Team. '

One of the objectives of this group of engineers, scien-
tists, and medical specialists is to collect and analyze qata
on the physical effects of UFOs on the people who sight
them. .

The 1980 sighting, roughly 20 miles north of the Houston
Intercontinental Airport, by Dayton residents Betty Cash,
51; Vicki Landrum, 57; and Landrum’s grandson, Colby,
7, has demanded a large portion of Schuessler’s spare

e. |
tm::ccording to his report in the November 1981 issue of
the MUFON UFO Journal, the sighting was made while
the threesome were on their way home to Dayton. Betty
Cash was driving. :

They were on the Cleveland-Huffman road just north of
Lake Houston when they noticed a bright light over the
pine trees several miles ahead. Suddenly, as they came
through the trees, the light was just ahead of their car
hovering over the road. »

i n enormous, diamo

Langris’ .descrlbes ' UF?! ?vsit?\ an intense heat.
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The UFO repo y'hn belched flames downward.
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sound was heard by the threesome throughout the
sighting.

The temperature was 40 degrees that night, but when
Cash returned to the car, the door handle was so hot she
had to use her leather coat as a hot pad to open the door.

After the UFO had risen out of sight, the three resumed
traveling turning on FM 2100, only again to sight the UFO,
But this time it was surrounded by more then 20
helicopters. Through use of helicopter identification
charts, it was established that at least two types of
helicopters were present. One model clearly identified
was the Boeing military C11 4-Chinook.

Cash, Landrum and her grandson have physically suf-
fered from the UFO encounter. Exposed longest to the
UFO, Cash was later hospitalized. She has lost patches of
skin on her face and 50 percent of her hair has fallen out.
The three have experienced severe vision disturbances,
vomiting, diarrhea, stomach pains, loss of energy, skin
ulceration - the list goes on.

Schuessler said that he wasnot brought into the case un-
til a month after the UFO sighting.

Initially, the people involved had chosen not to discuss
their encounter for fear of ridicule. In fact, Landrum
reportedly threatened her grandson with a “‘thrashing” if
he told anyone. But when their severe sickness did not
subside, they sought medical help and also inquired with
whom they could report and discuss what they had seen
and experienced. . -

When they did not receive help from the radio, televi-
sion, the Air Force and other agencies in the Houston
area, Cash thought of NASA and called the public infor-
mation office, who in turn referred her to Schuessler.

In the meantime, a Dayton policeman, whom Landrum
had previously contacted, found a UFO- Hotline card
buried in his desk, and he gave her the phone number

\listed on the card. This phone number was in the state of .

Washington. She made the call and she was referred to

MUFON in Texas, who also referred her to Schuessler.
Schuessler comnmented that had the authorities in

Dayton had a Houston UFO Hotline phone number, he
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‘would have been brought into the case earlier. He said
around 12 UFO sightings were reported last year in the
Houston area, including one as recently as Dec. ], in Hit-
chock.

All of this has prompted VISIT to establish a local UFO
Hotline card which lists the following phone numbers:
(713) 4826702 and the following addresses: VISIT, P.O.
Box 877, Friendswood, TX. 77546. The cards are heing
distributed this week to authorities within a hundred mile
radius of the Clear Lake Area.

Schuessler said a sighting account will be referred to a
VISIT member who in turn will immediately contact the
person who reported it. He said a VISIT member general-
ly can obtain information of natural phenomena such as
meteor showers or military activities in the area in ques-
tion, and sometimes the UFO sightings are explained this
way. However, the Dayton sighting is still a mystery.

Schuessler is employed by McDonnell Douglas Corp. as
project manager for space shuttle flight operations sup-
port. Responding to the question how he first became in-
terested in investigating UFO accounts, he said that dur-
ing the mid-sixties the Gemini pilots reported some
sightings during their missions. -

“I was involved in the life support system for McDon-
nell Douglas in St. Louis and I listened to the Gemini
astronauts reporting their sightings. It appeared to me,
working in engineering in the space program, that we
should be able to give answers to what’s going on in the
skies - but I found it wasn’t that easy.”

Does Schuessler believe UFO’s are from outer space?
He said there were a lot of questions unanswered at this
point in time, but added, ‘‘something’s going on that’s out
of the normal, ...without all the pieces of the puzzle
together, the answer can’t be made yet.”
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A terrifying encounter with a flame-belching UFO on a
lonely road near Huffman, Texas, resulted in appalling
injuries for the three innocent victims. JOHN SCHUESSLER

reports on this most bizarre case

LATE ONE CIHILLY EVENING at the end of

December 1980 two middle-aged women
and a voung boy were driving along a loncely
road in the Huflman arca of cast "I'exas, UsA.
[t was the Christmas scason and they were in
a festive mood. Suddenly a bright light
appeared in the sky a little way ahead. A few
minutes later the light had turned into a huge
diamond-shaped object, shooting out from
its underside intermittent bursts ot fire. "I'his
alarming apparition seemed to be tryving to
land on the road ahead. making it impossible
for the three people in the car to continue on
their wayv.

IFor the occupants of the car it was to be a
terrifving cncounter. "I'he intense heat from
the vro burned their skin and the brightlight
injured their eves. When the object eventu-
ally lett the arca, a large number ot helicop-
ters filled the sky in close pursuit, making a
deafening noise that hurt the witnesses’ cars.

Blind ferrornTexas

‘A diamond of fire" was how
one of the witnesses
described the huge glowing
object that hovered over the
road, blocking their way.
Ringed with lights at the
centreline, it emitted bursts
of fire from its underside that
threatened to set light to the
surrounding forest

FFor the three spectators it was like being
caught in the middle of some strange battle
for the skies.

lLarlier that evening, Betty Cash, Vickie
[Landrum and Colby landrum had visited
several small towns in the Piney Woods area
of cast T'exas in scarch of a bingo game: but
to their disappointment they had discovered
that all bingo games had been cancelled while
the clubs prepared tor the New Year's Eve
celebration. Instead the three of them had
scettled for an cevening meal at a roadside
restaurant in New Caney. [t was soon after
this that the terrifving events of the cvening
began.

Betty Cash, who was driving her new
Oldsmobile Cutlass when the trio encoun-
tered the Uro, was then a srI-vear-old
business woman who ran a restaurant and a
grocery store. She was planning to open a
new restaurant the very next week. A vear or
so carlier she had undergone a heart bypass
operation, and had made a complete re-
covery. Within the next hour she was to
sustain physical injuries more debilitating
than any caused by the cardiac surgery.

Vickie Landrum, then s7. is a pleasant,
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hard-working woman who worked for Betty
in the restaurant and also occasionally as a
school meals assistant. She is a committed
Christian, and does not believe in UFOs or
extra-terrestrial life. When the bright object
appeared in the sky, she thought it was the
coming of the end of the world. Because she
expected to sec her Saviour come out of the
bright cloud, she gazed intently at the uro.
Her reward was nottomeet her Saviour, but
to sustain severe eye damage.

Colby Landrum, Vickie’s grandson, was
being brought up by her. He was a healthy
and active lad, and at seven years old he had
already earned several trophies for bascball,
bowling and other sports. The encounter left
him with secvere physical and emotional
scars. It is difficult to tell whether he was
more frightened by the uro or by the over-
powering noisc of the helicopters thundering
overhead.

The day of 29 December 1980 had been
cold, damp and overcast in Texas. In the
Huffman areathere had been periods of light
rain during the day, but by night-time the
rain had stopped and the sky had partially
cleared. Light from the third-quarter Moon,
supplemented by an airglow from lights in
the surrounding area, made the sky bright
and the visibility good. Because the tempera-
ture was only 40°FF (4.5°C) the victims were¢
wearing coats and the car’s heater was keep-
ing the winter chill at bay.

After leaving the restaurant some time
between 8.20 and 8.30 p.m., the three drove
along Highway rm1485, a road normally
used only by people who live in the area
because it is so isolated. Although only about
30 miles (5o kilometres) from the metropolis
of Houston, the area is sparsely populated
and is covered by oak and pine trees, and
dotted with swamps and lakes.

Above: the lonely tree-lined
road where Betty Cash and
Vickie and Colby Landrum

saw the UFO

Below: a map of the region
north-east of Houston
showing the Huffman area
where the incident occurred.
The three victims had dined
in New Caney about half an
hour earlier and were driving
home to Dayton when the
UFO appeared on the road
ahead

It was about 30 minutes later when the
three noticed the bright vro above the
treetops some distance away. Colby, an alert
voungster. was the first to see it. He pointed
it out excitedly to Betty and Vickie as it
glowed brightly above the trees about 3 miles
(s kilometres) ahead. As theyv approached. it
appeared to get larger and larger. rather than
diminishing as an aeroplanc would appear to
do as it flew further awayv. As theyv realised
the object was approaching the road only a
short distance ahead their apprchension in-
creased. Nevertheless theyv hoped to get by in
time and leave it behind. But before thev
could do so, the object had straddled the
road, blocking their wav.

Vickie screamed, ‘Stop the car or we shall
be burned alive.” Her warning was probably
correct. The object, many times larger than
their car, remained hovering at treetop level
and sending down an occasional large conce of
fire like a rocket blast. In betwceen these
blastsit would settle downwards some 253 feet
(7.5 metres) or so, only to rise again on the
next cone of fire like some huge science-
fiction spaceship in trouble. Vickie's vivid
description of it was that it was ‘hike a
diamond of fire".

When Betty eventually brought the car to
a standstill the object was less than 65 vards
(60 metres) away. It looked as if it were made
of dull aluminium. and it glowed so brightly
that it lit up the surrounding forest like
davlight. The four points of the diamond
were blunted rather than sharp. and bluc
spots or lights ringed its centreline. Had the
UFO not come to rest over the road. the cone
of fire that periodically emanated from its
lowest point would have setthe forest on fire.
In addition to the blast of the fire, the tro
cemitted an intermittent beeping sound.
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It is not clear whether Betty turned the car
engine off, or whetheritjust died. Whichever
it was, the three of them got out of the car to
take a closer look at the thing that was
blocking their way. Vickie stood by the open
door on the right-hand side of the car, with
her left hand resting on the car roof. She
stared intently at the UFoO.

Colby plucked at his grandmother’s clo-
thing and begged her to get back inside the
car and hold him. Two or three minutes
later, in response to his pleading, she did so;
but she told him not to be afraid, for ‘when
that big man comes out of the burning cloud,
it will be Jesus’ and Jesus would not harm
them.

As Vickie held Colby to comfort him she
screamed to Betty to get back into the car
with them. But Betty was so fascinated by the
UFO that she walked round to the front of the
car and stood thecre gazing intently at the
bright object. She seemed to be mesmerised
by it. Bathed in the bright light, she re-
mained standing there even though the heat
was burning her skin. Even the skin on the
finger beneath her ring was burned. Eventu-
ally, as the object began to move up and
away, she responded to Vickie’s calls and
walked back to the door. When she touched
the door it was so painfully hot that she had
to use her leather jacket to protect her hand
while she got in the car. '

As the three of them watched the depart-

ing UFO, a large number of helicopters ap-
peared overhead. As Betty said, ‘They
'seemed to rush in from all directions . . . it
seemed like they were trying to encircle the
thing.” Within a few seconds the uro had
disappeared behind the trees lining the high-
way. It was then that the victims became
aware of how hot the interior of the car had

A number of small, single
rotor helicopters of the Bell
Huey variety, similar to the
one shown above on a
military exercise, were seen
with the Huffman uFO

Cash-Landrum case

the

illuminating

surrounding area and
helicopters.

By this time the helicopters were spread
out over a 5-mile (8-kilometre) area. One
main group was still near to the UFO, but
moving in an erratic flight path. The others
were .clearly visible in a steady trail form-
ation. At one point one of the large ‘chop-
pers’ flew directly over the car engulfing it in
the roar of its engine and flap of its rotor

become. Instead of the heater, they now
switched on the air conditioner to make the
environment more comfortable.

When the effects of the bright light had
worn off, Betty started the engine and they
sped off down the darkened highway. After a
mile or so of twisting road theyjoined alarger
highway and were able to turn in the direc-
tion of the departing UFO. This was about §
miles (8 kilometres) and five minutes later.
The object was clearly visible some distance
ahead, and looked like a bright oblong cylin-
der of light. It was still lighting up the

Heavy, double rotor
helicopters like the CH-47
shown above were

identified by several
witnesses as being present in
large numbers at Huffman

blades. As they watched from this new
vantage point the victims counted 23 heli-
copters. Many of the helicopters were the
large double rotor type, with four wheels,
and a large housing to the rear (these were

- later identified as CH-47 Chinooks, manu-

factured by the Vertol division of the Boeing
company). Others were smaller, very fast,
single rotor helicopters. These were never
clearly identified, but they appeared to be of
the Bell Huey variety. There was also a
suggestion that there may have been a single
even larger helicopter in the middle of the
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group. Whatever the exact number of heli-
copters, a lot of aircrew members must have
scen the Uro that night.

As soon as the UFo and the helicopters
were a safe distance ahead, Betty drove on
cautiously. When she reached an intersec-
tion, she turned away from the flight path of
the Uro and drove towards Dayton, where
the three of them lived. By this time they had
been involved with the uro and the helicop-
ters for at least 20 minutes, perhaps longer.

Betty dropped Vickie and Colby at their
home at 9.50 p.m. and went home herself. A
fricnd and her children were waiting there
for Betty to return, but by then Betty was
feeling too ill to tell them about the incident.
Over the next few hours Betty’s skin turned
red as if it were badly sunburned. Her neck
swelled, and blisters erupted and broke on
her face, scalp and cyelids. She started to
vomit and continued to do so periodically
throughout the night. By morning she was
almost In a coma. Months after seeing the UFO

Some time between midnight and 2 am.  the victims were still
Vickieand Colby began to experience similar  suffering the results of their
svmptoms, although less severe. At first they  encounter. Above: the burn
suffered the sunburn-like condition, then  on the back of Vickie's hand.
diarrhoca and vomiting. [t was a miserable Right: a year and a half after

night for all three victims. the event, Vickie's face
showed lasting damage,
Colby tells all particularly around the eyes

The following morning Betty was moved to
Vickie’s home, and all three were cared for
there. Betty’s condition continued to de-
teriorate, and three days later she was taken
to a hospital casualty department. The
casualty staff assumed that Betty was a classic
burn victim, and treated her accordingly.
T’hey were not told about the vro until
several days later when Colby blurted out to
a doctor that he knew what had burned them.

The burns and swelling altered Betty’s
appearance so radically that friends and
relatives who came to visit her in hospital did
not recognise her. Her hair started to fall out
and she was eventually to lose more than half
the hair on her head. When her appearance
was compared with the photograph of her
taken just before Christmas, it was im-
possible to believe that it was the same
woman. Treatment was further complicated
by the fact that Betty and the others had
intense headaches and painfully swollen
eves; in fact Betty’s eyes were so swollen that
she was unable to see for nearly a week.

The appearance of helicopters at uro
sightings is becoming a common c¢vent, as it
is also at the scene of animal mutilations (sce
page 1119). The large number of helicopters
at the Huffman incident is just another link in
the chain. One thing is certain—itis virtually
impossible to be mistaken about the prescence
of CH-47 helicopters when you are directly
beneath these large noisy craft.

The evidence of all the witnesses to the
Huffman event was consistent. All were
interrogated separately, not only about the
CFO but also about the helicopters. They

provided consistent descriptions and sket-
ches that indicated thev had seen a large
number of CH-47s. plus several other heli-
copters of a common type. They were also
given silhouette charts and asked to identify
any helicopters that appeared to be the same
as the ones thev had seen. Again. all the
witnesses agreed in their identification o!
CH-47s.

Locating the source of the helicoprers
proved to be a much more difficult task.
According to an official of the Houston
Intercontinental Airport Federation Avi-
ation Administration. about 350 to 400 heli-
copters operate commercially in the Houston
area. All of these are single rotor type units:
there are no CH-47s. The official also <nd
that because helicopters fly on Visual Flhight
Rules (VFR), they do not need to contact the
airport control tower. Other information
provided by Houston was that outside a 15-
mile (24-kilometre) radius from the wrpon:
helicopters must stay below an altitude ot




1800 feet (550 metres), and that due to
technical limitations the Houston control
radar is restricted to a minimum altitude of
2000 feet (600 metres) around [.ake Houston
(the Huffman area).

At the us Army’s IFort Hood near Killeen,
Texas, press officer Major I'ony Geishauser
told the Corpus Chrisu Caller that no IFort
Hood aircraft were in the Houston arca on 29
December 1980. ‘I don’t know any other
place around here that would have that
number of helicopters,” he said. ‘I don’t
know what it could be . . . unless there’s a
super-secret thing going on and [ wouldn’t
necessarily know about it.’

At the Robert Gray Field near Fort Hood
a spokesman said they might have 100 heli-
copters from the field home in atone time ‘for
effect’, but he claimed they avoided the
Houston area. And all other bases in Texas
and Louisiana denied they were responsible

for the helicopters seen at the Huffman vro
incident.

[s it possible that the witnesses were all
mistaken about seeing and hearing the heli-
copters? The descriptions and sketches pro-
vided by Betty, Vickie and Colby indicate
that thev all clearly saw helicopters of a
particular configuration, which is common
only to CH-47s. As far as the noise is
concerned, witnesses had been accused of
wrongly identifying heltcopters at an earlier
UFO incident on 22 March 1978, which was
reported in the St Paul, Minnesota, Dispaich.
That newspaper quoted Dan Meyvers, super-
visor of the Armyv Reserve Aviation Support
Facility at Holman Field, as saying ‘Just one
of those helicopters at 1500 fect [450 metres]
would sound like a humming chain-saw from
the ground. With five helicopters up there,
vou would have tremendous amplification.’

In another (possibly related) incident the
day before the Huffman event, helicopter
activity had also been noted when UFOs were
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Eighteen months after-the
Huffman sighting Betty Cash
(top) and Colby Landrum
(above) were still suffering
from facial burns and other
injuries

being observed. Dozens of residents of Ohio
county, Kentucky, had seen strange moving
lights. But when a helicopter arrived in the
area, the Uros left. Again. all military instal-
lations denied having any helicopters air-
borne that night.

Betty, Vickie and Colby were not the only
witnesses to the strange happenings at Huff-
man. An oft-duty Dayvton policeman and his
wife were driving home from Cleveland
through the Huffman area the same night
and also observed a large number of CH-47
helicopters. A man living in Crosby. directly
under the flight path, also reported seeing a
number-of heavy helicopters flving overhead.

Oilfield labourer Jerry McDonald was in
his back garden in Dayton when he saw a
huge UFO flving directly overhead. At first he
thought it was the Goodvear airship, but he
quickly realised 1t was some unidentitied
object. ‘It was kind of diamond-shaped and
had two twin torches that were shooting
brilliant blue flames out the back.” he said. As
it passed about 150 feet (45 metres) above
him, he saw that it had two bright lights on it
and a red light in the centre.

The same evening bakery clerk Belle
Magee was in her home in Eastgate. about 8
miles (13 kilometres) west of Davton. when
she saw a bright light in the skyv heading in
the direction of New Caney.

Certainly Dr J. Allen Hynek. founder of
the Center for vro Studies in Evanston.
[llinois, was convinced the witnesses were
not mistaken. "We are dealing with a rcal
cvent,” he said. ‘but we're not sure if 1t's a
government exercise or a Uro sighting.
There is a lot of top secret stuff going on that
most people don’t know about.” He added.
‘Something sure as hell happened. Those
women didn’t pull out their hair and blind
themselves. The connection with the event is
clear-cut.’

On page 2146 the doctors are baftled by the
nature of the wvictims’ injuries




finguish of the UFO victims

In one of a flurry of UFO sightings at the end of 1980,

three people in Texas received injuries that resembled
severe radiation poisoning. JOHN SCHUESSLER continues his
report on the gruesome events at Huffman

A CLOSE ENCOUNTER with an unidentified
object can be a dangerous rather than an
exciting experience, as three people dis-
covered on alonely road in Texas, Usa, on 29
December 1980. On that evening when Betty
Cash, Vickic Landrum and voung Colby
[Landrum met up with a large diamond-
shaped U0 on their way home, they had no
idea that the event would change their lives.
All three were injured by the encounter, and
since that cvening their health has continued
to deteriorate.

When thev stopped the car and got out to
look at the UFo, the object was less than 55
vards (50 metres) awayv. It gave out so much
heat that they were bathed in perspiration
and their skin burned. The light that came
from it was so bright that it hurt their eves,
and they were alarmed by its shrill beeping
and by the bursts of flame it emitted. And
this was only the beginning . . .

When the uvro departed, Betty drove
Vickie and Colby to their home in Davton.
As she got out of the car Vickie said, “My
head hurts and I'm sick.” By midnight she
felt worse. By that time both she and Colby
had developed a condition similar to severe
sunburn; theyv felt feverish and started to
vomit. Later diarrhoca started and was un-
controllable for many davs. They also ex-
perienced severe headaches.

Vickic attempted to treat their burns with

2146




Two months after her
encounter with the UFO Betty
Cash (left) had lost much of
her hair. She was also
suffering from skin blisters,
nausea and severe
headaches. A year and a half
after the event Vickie
Landrum (far left) still
exhibited signs of facial
burns and (below left) skin
sores

baby oil, but it took several davs, and several
bottles ot oil, to bring the pain under control.
She and Colby also consumed several bottles
of commercial medicine intended to prevent
diarrhoca, but without success. T'he head-
aches also refused to respond to any treat-
ment. After three weeks the severity of their
illness subsided, but the symptoms con-
tinued to recur over the following vear.
Since their encounter with the tro Vickie
and Colby have been plagued by periodic
outbreaks of skin troubles, as if they were
more susceptible to infection than before.
Butthe most far-reaching injury has been the
damage to their eyes. "['heir evelids became
infected very rapidly, and have never fully
recovered. Since the incident Vickie has had
to have three new pairs of spectacles with
successively stronger prescriptions to match
the deterioration in her cvesight. Her
evesight is continuing to deteriorate and she
still suffers from periodic ¢eve infections; she
fears she may eventually go blind. Colby too
has experienced similar problems with his
eyes, although he has needed only one new
pair of spectacles since the incident.
Within a few weeks of the encounter
Vickie had lostabout 30 percent of her hair,
and had large bald patches on her head.
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When her hair grew again it was of a ditferent
texture. It is frizzy, she savse “but more
managceable.” Colby lost only a small patch of
hair on the crown of his head: this. too. grew
again in time.

Berty's injuries seemed even more severe
than those of Vickie and Colby. “'T'he blind-
ing headache that developed within an hour
orsomademe feel like Iwas goingtodie.” she
said. She experienced a severe sunburn-like
condition. and developed large water blis-
ters. some as large as golt balls. over her face.
head and neck. One of these covered her
right cvelid and extended across her right
temple. She also developed a long-term
aversion to warm water. sunshine or other
heat source.

Betty had been an energetic woman. She
ran a restaurant and a grocery store. and she
had been planning to open a larger res-
taurant. “['wo vears later she was stll phyvsi-
callv: drained. In the vear following the
encounter she spent five periods in hospital.
two of them in intensive care. Within four
weeks ot the encounter she had lost over halt
the hair on her head. Although it grew again
slowly the texture of the new hair was not the
same as ‘that of the original hair. Betty has
also been plagued with skin cruptions: many

Sickening weves

Electromagnetic radiation consists of
waves of energy of varying lengths and
frequencies spanning a spectrum from
radio waves to gamma rays (right).
Moving up the spectrum the wave-
length decreases and the frequency in-
creases. The spectrum also divides into
ionising radiation (gamma rays, X-rays
and ultraviolet) and non-ionising (infra-
red, microwaves, television and radio
waves). It is ionising radiation that is
potentially most damaging to living
tissue. Exposure to ionising radiation can
cause skin burns, nausea, vomiting,
diarrhoea, loss of hair, lowered resistance
to infection, headaches, fatigue, and
other problems.

Thesunburn-type injuries inflicted in
the Huffman incident could be described

_as typical of exposure to ultraviolet radi-
ation. They could also have been caused
by X-rays or microwaves. The eye in-
juries could have been caused by any
type of radiation, but they are most
commonly seen in cases of ultraviolet
exposure. Workers exposed to micro-
waves have also suffered damage to the
tissues of the eye.

Microwave exposure produces symp-
toms similar to those of ionising radi-
ation; it often produces an easily irritated
skin such as Betty, Vickie and Colby
experienced. If the microwave is pulsed,
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its cffects are more harmful. Some de-
vices that pulse microwaves also produce
x-rays, and this combination could ac-
count for most of the injuries seen in the
Huffman case.

Radiation damage is difficult to diag-
nose. Radiation burns (above) can be
mistaken for more commonplace injuries
such as sunburn. Even more difficult to
predict are the long-term effects. Once
exposed, an individual may develop dis-
eases such as leukaemia up to 20 vears
later. Colby’s grandmother Vickie is
deeply worried about these potential
future problems, and doctorscangive her
little reassurance.
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of these are as big as a large coinand leave the
skin permanently scarred.

Doctors are baffled by Betty's symptoms,
and arc convinced they are not connected
with her carlier heart surgery. Theyv have
speculated that the symptoms exhibited by
all three victims could have been caused by
exposure to some type of electromagnetic
radiation (sce box).

Betty, Vickie and Colby not only sultered
phyvsical injuries from their encounter with
the Uro; they also exhibit strong emotional
disturbances as a result of their experience.
Whenever they recount the cvents ol that
cvening, or return to the place where theyv
saw the object, they become very upsct.
Colby had terrifving nightmares for scveral
weeks after the encounter, and during a re-
enactment of the event set up by investi-
gators he developed a high temperature and
fever. ‘He was so terrified,’ said Vickie, ‘I
thought he would dic of fright.’

Neither woman has fully recovered from
the experience, nor been able to return to
work. The consequent loss of income has
been devastating for them. Even if they were
not prevented from working by their poor
evesight and gencral debilitation, it would be
impossible for them t work in the food
service industry because of their continuing
skin eruptions. Doctors are unable to predict
when their condition will improve.

Betty, Vickie and Colby were not the only
people to report sceing a Uro in the Huffman
arca on the cvening of 29 December 198o0.

Betty Cash, Vickie Landrum
and her young grandson
Colby Landrum a year and a
half after they saw the UFO
that changed their lives

Several residents of the small cast T'exas
towns of Eastgate. Davton and Liberty (all
Iving on an cast-west line running trom
Humble, Texas. to the l.ouisiana border
reported seeing UFOs within two hours of the
Huftfman incident (see page 2121 ‘The
countryside in this part of "T'exas is sparsely

Early one morning in December 1967,
Maryellen Kelley was outside her home
in Mohomet, Illinois, UsA, when she saw
alarge orange UFO. The object was about
40 yards (36 metres) away and flying
about 50 to 65 feet (15 to 20 metres)
abovethe ground. As soon as she saw the
object, Mrs Kelley felt an electric shock
go through her body. She developed a
severe headache (which refused to re-
spond to treatment), her face reddened,
her hands and legs were burned, hereyes
became bloodshot and her vision was
affected. She also developed earache in
her left ear, nosebleeds, pains in the
chest and excessive thirst. Although her
exposure was of short duration, her
injuries endured for a long time. The
incident was described in Fare magazine
in May 1969.

In Finland in November 1976, 19-
year-old Eero Lammi was knocked to the
ground by aluminousray from a tro and
suffered burns to the chest. His injuries
were similar to those of a 20-year-old
man from Tyler, Texas, who was hit in
the chestbyaluminousray fromaUuroin
January 1979. His chest was marked by a
large diamond-shaped burn for many
months (right).

Bupnifand
pewilderaa

In August 1972, Data Net Report
described how Osvaldo d’Annunzio (19
years old) was paralysed by a low-flving
UFO, so that he was unable to run away.
His face was severely burned, and he
suffered afterwards from violent head-
aches. He commented: ‘The cows in the
surrounding meadows changed colour
and did not resume their true colour
until after the UFO’s departure.’
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populated and dotted with  forest and
marshlands.

On the day betfore the Hulfman event a
number of residents of Ohio county, Ken-
tucky, reported seeing strange objects in the
skyv."I'wo voung observers were six-vear-old
twins Jason and Jesse Willlams, who said
they saw four silver “triangle things™ tiving at
low altitude; two ot the things tlew on
together, while the other two flew off in
different directions.

Also on 28 December 1980 deputy sherifl

I'rank Chinn of Echols, Kentucky, told a
local newspaper he saw “an upside-down
diamond™ with flashing lights around the
middle. His description of its shape, bright-
ness and low speed corresponded with the
description of the object seen at the Hulftman
incident. T'his was one of six vrros sighted at
about 5.30 p.m. that day.

A voung Houstonian, Jan Moftett, be-
licved she saw the same object seen by Betty
and the others near Huffman. She was ¢en
route to North Dakota when she saw a big
bright light coming down from the sky north

of Houston. Unfortunately she lost sight of

the object when 1t neared the ground, be-
cause it was obscured by the trees covering
the arca. Others also saw the bright light. A
man and his 12-vear-old son, who were
travelling castwards in the vicinity of New
Cancey. "l'exas, said they saw the object only a
short distance away, iving about 150 feet (45

metres) above the road. When they ac-
~ celerated to get closer to it, the object turned

Cash-Landrum case

away from the road and headed north. Ac-
cording to these two observers. the UFoO was
bright, rectangular and flew slowlv, Tt was
larger than an aceroplane.

Betty, Vickie and Colby originally agreed
not to tell other people about what they had
scen. for fear they would be thought crazy.
Ttowas just too weird to mention.” said
Vickie. “but we didn't know then we had
been hurt.” They eventually broke their pact
ol secreey to tell the doctors who were
treating them what had caused their injuries.

Vickie has been concerned to establish
what really happened that fatetul evening.
primarily to ensure that Colby will receive
the correct treatment and be able to grow up
healthy. She is not concerned about. or
interested in. other tro sightings at the time.
Betty shows rather more interestin the other
sightings, but her continuing illness prevents
her grasping the full signiticance of these
events.

I'here seems to be no doubt that on the
cevening of 29 -December 1980 the three of
them encountered a brightly it Hving object
and a large number of helicopters. and that as
a result of this encounter all three have
sustained  lasting phyvsical and emotional
damage. In the past they used to make tun of
people who claimed to have seen vros. They
are suill sceptical. but they no longer find it a
joking matter.

CEO o s secret weeaponz Whicl wwas ir the
wrctims sautww? Sce page 2198

Left: in England a Plymouth
girl was burned on the hand
by the light from a UFO on
10 September 1981. This
picture was taken two days
later

In Canada, Steve Michalak wasout in
the countryside one weeckend in May
1967 when he encountered a cigar-
shaped object emitting a brilliant, purple
light, near Falcon Lake about 75
miles (120 kilometres) east of Winnipeg.
He received burns on his face and chest
(below) and subsequently experienced
nausca, vomiting, weight loss, weakness,
diarrhoea, dizziness and blackouts. Mr
Michalak eventually made a full re-
covery from the effects of the encounter,
as did most of the other victims.
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five casy pieces

Hoax, hallucination or secret military operation? To
establish exactly what happened at the Huffman UFO
sighting in Texas, investigators produced five possible
scenarios. JOHN SCHUESSLER concludes his report

AS A RESULT of their encounter with a bizarre
object on 29 December 1980 Betty Cash,
Vickie Landrum and her voung grandson
Colby suftered serious injuries. Despite con-
tinuing investigations, a satisfactory expla-
nation for the events of that evening had still
notbeen found by mid 1982. Members of the
Houston-based Vehicle Internal Systems In-
vestigative Team (vistT) called in to examine
the case at first approached it with extreme
caution. However preliminary investigations
provided basic information of a kind that
suggested the case merited serious attention.

Drawing on this initial basic information
the visiT members created aseries of ‘scena-
rios’ of possible interpretations of the events  When Betty, Vickie and
of that night; these have formed the basis for  Colby encountered the UFO
extensive enquirics. they counted up to 23
Scenario 1 In this scenario Betty, Vickie and  helicopters accompanying it.
Colby had set out to have an enjoyable Some were CH-47s, the
cvening at a bingo game. Disappointed to  large double rotor type that
find all the bingo clubs closed, they were  so frightened Colby, others
feeling let down as they drove home after a were smaller, faster single
meal at a New Caney restaurant. The dark, rotor craft similar to the ones
lonely road also made them feel jittery, and  shown here

theyv began making jokes about the lights of
the distant aeroplanes they could see in the
sky. One thing led to another, and soon they
were saving that the lights could be vros.
Confirmed scofters, they decided to invent a
U0 story to match those they had read in the
newspapers. T'o make it seem more “othcial’,
theyv added the helicopters: they then rushed
home to tell their friends.

Scenario 1 was the starting point for the
whole investigation. Until visiT could be
certain that this scenario was false there was
no reason to proceed. And analyvsis soon
showed that it did not stand up.

In the first place, all three victims had
sustained serious physical injuries that had
been verified by doctors. Furthermore a
number of independent witnesses had also
reported sceing the UFO and helicopters that
cvening. Interviews with friends and col-
leagues of the three victims failed to produce
any indication that the story might be in-
vented, or any suggestion that the three were
prone to this kind of hoax.

In fact the three had made no attempt to
tell their friends about the incident. tearing
they would not be believed: nor had they
approached the press. When the story leaked
out and newsmen asked for an interview. this
was granted free of charge. All three co-
operated freely with visiT even when this
proved personally embarrassing.

Scenario 2 The three were driving home
when they met a UFO blocking the road.
making it impossible for them to proceed.
This was not a chance encounter but a




planned abduction, which may have lasted
for as long as 20 minutes. While they were in
the vro the three victims had the idea
implanted in their minds that government
helicopters would fill the sky atter the event,
making them think they were involved in
some kind of military exercise. In this scena-
rio the tro and the injuries were real, but not
the helicopters.

Parts of this scenario stand up under
scrutiny while others do not. Independent
vro sightings in and around the Huffman
area, across Texas and in adjoining statcs
during the same period suggest that the vro
was indeed a physical craft. The victims were
certainly injured, possibly by the craft.

But no evidence could be found that an
abduction had taken place. A few months
after the incident Vickie agreed to undergo
regressive hypnosis unider the guidance of Dr
R. Lco Sprinkle of Wyoming University. An
authority on abduction cases, Dr Sprinkle
said he found no indications that Vickic had
been abducted. Betty did not undergo hyp-
nosis because her doctors feared it might put
too great a strain upon her heart.

visiT decided that there had been no
abduction. Since other witnesses had also
testified to sceing the helicopters, it was
concluded that the only part of scenario 2
that was true was the part about the vro and
the injurics.

Scenario 3 In this scenario the huge vro was
carrving smaller vros and dispensing them
near the city of Houston. Betty, Vickie and
Colby happened along just in time to inter-
rupt the operation and were accidentally
injured. Rather than risk having the three
observers talk about what they had secen, the
U0 operators made them (by holographic
means, mind control or hypnosis) sec the
smaller vros as helicopters. "I'he uro oper-
ators were probably unaware that the victims

Vickie undergoing regressive
hypnosis under the guidance
of Dr R. Leo Sprinkle, in an
attempt to discover whether
she had been abducted by
UFO operators. Since no
evidence of abduction was
found, visiT concluded that
the idea of the helicopters
had not been ‘implanted’ in
the victims” minds

Cash—Landrum case

had been injured. and hoped they would
accept the sight of helicopters as unremark-
able, and. sav no more about them. his
scenario was suggested by an investigator for
the Acrial Phenomena Rescarch Organis-
ation of Tucson. Arizona.)

Since the late 1960s there have been a
number of cases in which 1t was not clear
whether tros or helicopters were involved.
At the Huftfman event it appears that a tro
and helicopters were interacting in some
wav. ‘T'he vicuims saw the helicopters at
Huftman while the Ctro was nearby and also
after it had moved several miles away: other
witnesses saw the helicopters without the

UFO, or the vro without the helicopters. Asa -

result of all these sightings visiT concluded
that the helicopters were not camoutaged
UFOSs.
Scenarto 4 Betty, Vickie and Colby en-
countered a Uro In troubles it was operating
an cmergency syvstem (the cone of fire) to
overcome the problem and get it onits way
again. 'I'wo hours carlier the same cratt had
been seen over Davton and Liberty Hiving
like a spaceship in trouble: it had been
tracked on radar until it dipped too low to be
seen. when a military team was sent to
investigate. "I'he team had CH-47 heavy it
helicopters to carry troops to cordon ot a
crash scene, and equipment to neutralise any
problem: the smaller helicopters were gun-
ships tor protection. When the tro regained
control and made for the coast. the lead
helicopters staved close to it to collect data.
Other helicopters held back. in case the tro
should try to land. or should crash.
Rescarch ftor this scenario produced a
number of other vro sightings involving
triangular or diamond-shaped objects. but
only a few of these belched Hames trom the
underside tfor a prolonged period. This
scemed to support theideathat the Huttman
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Cash-Landrum case

One day in April 1981 a CH-47 helicop-
ter flew into Dayton, Colby Landrum’s
home town. As the little boy watched the
aircraft fly overhead, he became very
upset and agitated, because it was the
same type of helicopter he had seen near
Huffman the previous December. To
allay his fears his grandmother Vickic
decided to take him to the place where
the helicopter had landed, in the hope
that it would seem less frightening on the
ground.

When they reached the landing zone
they found a lot of other people already
there, and had to wait some time before
they were allowed to go inside the heli-
copter and talk to the pilot. Vickie and
another visitor both claim that the pilot

[clchmg tnsull
o imjury

said he had been in theareabefore for the
purposc of checking on a UFO reported in
trouble near Huffman. When Vickie told
the pilot how happy she was to mect him,
because she was one of the people
burned by the UFO, he refused to talk to
them any further and hustled them out
of the aircraft.

visiTlaterlocated the pilot and ques-
tioned him. He admitted to knowing
about Vickie’s and Bettyv's encounter
with the UFO, but maintained that he had
not been in the area in December, and
had had nothing to do with anyv CUFo.
Unless another pilotdecidestospeak up.
itseems thatthe source of the helicopters
reported at Huffman will remain
shrouded in mystery.

UFO was in trouble. Moreover, people close
to a UrFo seldom sufter the dire injuries
experienced in the Huftman incident, and
this suggests that the injuries were caused by
a svstem that was not operating properly.

One possible explanation for the helicop-
ters 1s that a military team was co-operating
with the vro. If that was the case, it seems
possible that similar incidents had occurred
in the past, and that this was a fairly routine
operation. [t might also suggest thata NATO-
like pact exists between the Us government
and the UFo operators, under which a craft in
trouble might issue an emergency call for
help. However, it has to be said that the us
government refuses to acknowledge that
UFOSs exist, nor is there any evidence that
such a mutual aid pact exists.

UFO

HOTLINE

24 Hours a day call:

(713) 482-6702

IF NO RESPONSE CALL:(713) 488-2884
Or Write to:

V.I.S.IT.

P.O. Box 877

Friendswood, Texas 77546
VISIT is a Non-Profit Scientific
Research Organization composed
of NASA Aerospace Engineers. All

information will be regarded as
CONFIDENTIAL.
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In their initial attempts to get
help after their alarming and
damaging experience, Betty
and Vickie could find no one
willing to take an interest in
their case. To make things
easier for future victims, vISIT
produced this UFO Alert
Card, which is distributed to
the media and police within
a 150-mile (240-kilometre)
radius of Houston

Scenario 5 In this scenario the whole aftuir
was a government classihed operation and
was mistaken by the witnesses for a UFO
cencounter. The helicopters could have been
transported to the Houston arca from anyv
base in the Usa or central America, and could
have been taking part in anyvthing from an
annual training exercise to some special
operations simulation. The “CFo” might have
been a power plant, a weapons svstem or an
electronic countermeasures system. and it
might have been slung from a helicopter or
flown by remote control. The injuries could
have been caused by a powerful pulsed
microwave svstem, or by exposure to some
tuel, defoliant or other unidentified liquid.

As far asthis scenario is concerned. the ts
government categorically refuses to acknow-
ledge ownership of the helicoprers seen over
Huttman on 29 December 1980. Nor were
there any commercial operations involving
helicopters of the heavy lift tvpe along the
Gulf coast at that time. Since six witnesses
have positively identified the helicopters.
and since no one willaccept responsibility for
them, it must be assumed that this was a
secret operation and that the welfare of the
victims was of seccondary importance. Vickie
[.andrum is quite certain that scenario 5 is
the correct one. The UFO was not, she savs,
‘from outer space with little green men.
that's for sure. If the government doesn't
know about it, they better find out.”

VISIT has taken steps to make things casier
for tuture victims of UFO encounters. When
Betty and Vickie first sought help, they could
find no one willing to take an interest in their
case. VISIT has now produced a vro Alert
Card, which is distributed to the media and
police within a 150-mile (240-kilometre
radius of Houston. Even when the women
did find medical help, there was no inform-
ation available to their doctors about injuries
sustained in earlier UFO encounters. VISIT 1S
now rescarching such injuries and hopes to
produce a check-list for use by doctors and
U0 investigators in future incidents.




PENTAGON INVESTIGATES CASH-LANDRUM CASE

(Ed. Note: Excerpts from investigator’s
notes in MUFON files submitted by
VISIT — Vehicle Internal Systems
Investigative Team.)

During the months that followed
the 29 December 1980 incident near
Huffman, Tex., where Betty Cash,
Vickie Landrum, and Colby Landrum
were injured while in close proximity to
a large water tank-like object and a
large contingent of military type
helicopters, our requests for assistance
from governmental officials fell on deaf
ears. Bureaucratic apathy began to
crack after “That’s Incredible” aired a
television segment on the case. Then
Science Digest and Omni magazines
published small articles that aided in
getting some attention from
Washington, D.C.

On 24 February 1982 I received a
call from the U.S. Air Force Liaison
Office in Washington, D.C. The caller
was Capt. Jenny Lampley. She
explained that a Congressional inquiry
had resulted in her assignment to
determine if USAF helicopters had
been involved in the 29 December 1980
case. Approximately two weeks later |
learned from Richard Niemtzow at
Travis Air Force Base, Calif., that Capt.
Lampley had concluded her
investigation and the results were
negative. Supposedly, the Air Force
doesn’t utilize twin rotor helicopters.
(That answer is questionable. The
Houston Chronicle newspaper showed
a photograph of a twin rotor helicopter
in _the 17 August 1982 issue. The
caption read “Honduran soldiers
surround a U.S. Air Force helicopter
during joint military exercise....”)

On 19 March 1982 [ was called by
Lt. Col. George Sarran from the
Department of the Army Inspector
General office in the Pentagon. Col.
Sarran explained that his office had
received the inquiry from the Air Force
Liaison Office because the Air Force
had concluded their units were not

By John F. Schuessler

involved. He explained that his interest
was in the possibility that Army
helicopters were involved. He would be
investigating that allegation. He
stressed that the U.S. Army had no
opinion about the unidentified object or
UFOs in general.

Col. Sarran said he called because
his office had been pulsed to give some
answers about the helicopter
involvement. At his request | provided a
verbal account of the incident from
beginning to end. He stated that he had
been stationed at Fort Hood before
going to Washington and was familiar

with their operations. For that reason -

he felt that Fort Hood was probably not
involved, although they have a number
of twin rotor helicopters. He said their
testing and operations were generally
conducted on the Fort Hood
reservation. He stated that as far as he
knew Fort Hood had the only
helicopters of that type (CH-47
Chinook) in the area. I told him [ had
found CH-47s to be stationed at
Ellington AFB in Houston and at the
Dallas Naval Air Station and provided
telephone numbers so he could check
on them. He said then that it would be
his initial conclusion that if helicopters
were present they surely would have
been from Ellington and that would be
the place for him to begin his
investigation. .

He had interpreted the incident to
be a helicopter in trouble, landing for
repairs; but concluded that didn’t fit the
situation because none had been
reported. He had trouble accepting the
Cash/Landrum concept that there was
an object, probably a government
experiment other than a helicopter in
the air that night. He based his opinion
on the fact this was the 1980 Christmas
week and most military installations go
on holiday routine, allowing most of the
troops to go home for the holiday
period. He then questioned the replies
given VISIT investigators by the various
military installations we had called. He

concluded they were more or less
truthful. He was very courteous and
said he would try to contact Ellington.
He said he’d be glad to act onanyhint of
a cover-up that we might find, as the
Army feels it very important to have a
good rapport with the community.
Later the same day Col. Sarran
called me a second time to let me know
he had made contact with Ellington.
The Commanding Officer of the 136th
Transport Unit, a reserve group
stationed at Ellington, and flying CH-
47s. The commanding officer was Maj.
Dennis Haire. Major Haire was to call
and discuss the incident with me. Col.
Sarran said he had trouble convincing
Major Haire he was serious. Haire
obviously had never heard of the case.
He said now he was even more sure
that no helicopter had gone down on 29
December 1980. Also, he assured me
that the CH-47s are not flown on
Monday nights. [ rejected that assertion
by quoting the fact that three flew from
Ellington on Monday 15 March 1982,
just four days before his call. He agreed
there were exceptions. )
Maj. Haire called me on 22 March
1982. He has been a member of the Air
Force detachment since 1966 and in
charge since 1978. His detachment has
eight CH-47A Chinooks, assigned
there in 1980. Prior to that time they
were a Medivac Unit. He explained the
“A” model Chinook has 2 hours fuel
plus 15 minutes contingency. Cruising
speed is 110 knots, with a 135 knot
maximum. They canflynon-stop to San
Antonio or Austin, but must refuel at
College Station if they fly to Dallas. If
they go on a field exercise they
schedule a 5,000 gallon USAF fuel truck
to meet them along the way. Each CH-
47A takes 450 gallons of fuel for a fill-up.
Maj. Haire said there are no CH-
47s in Louisiana. A contingent is
stationed at Fort Sill, Okla., and many
CH-47s are stationed at Fort Hood,
Tex. The Fort Hood CH-47s are the
(continued on next page)




Pentagon, Continued

“C” model. They can do a round trip to
Houston and back without refueling.
They have a 3 hour plus 30 minute
contingency capacity. Maximum speed
is 175 knots and cruising speed is 140
knots. He pointed out that there were
no Chinooks flying in 1980 except for
military units, so civilian Chinooks
could not have been involved in the
Cash/Landrum incident.

The Ellington unit flies around the
Houston control area all the time. They
average 2000 hours/year/man. Fort
Hood averages 900 hours/year/man.
Maj. Haire is proud of his unit’s record.
His unit does a lot of airborne troop
implacement drilling. They use the
Addicks Reservoir north of Houston as
a jump zone. In addition to the eight
CH-47s they have four Hueys and four
58s. Maj. Haire said he was 99% sure
that Ellington CH-47s were not involved
in the 29 December 1980 incident. He
said he could find out by looking up
flight plans, aviators records, and the
form 759s that document flight times.
Each flight of the CH-47 requires two
pilots plus an enlisted (E-6) crew chief.
Sometimes a fourth person joins the
crew. The Chinook can pick up and
carry small equipment, but nothing real
large. That would require a “Flying
Crane.”

Chinooks are not capable of joint
operations — more than one helicopter
working together to carry a large
object. Helicopter pilots are very light
sensitive at night and try to avoid bright
objects because they ruin the pilot’s
night vision. For that reason he doubts
that helicopters would have flown near
© the diamond-shaped object sighted by
Cash/Landrum. They don’t even turn
on the inside helicopter lights until after
they have landed. Major Haire also runs
a commercial helicopter service at
Lakeside Airport in Houston.

Ma). Haire called me again on 26
March 1982. He said he had called Col.
Sarran to report the results of our
earlier telephone conversation. Col.
Sarran is evidently digging into the case
like a tiger — representing the
Inspector General's office. Mark
Charbenaugh who works with Maj.
Haire, is associated with the Austin
reserves and Maj. Haire with the
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Ellington National Guard CH-47 unit.
Mark noted that the air maps show two
microwave towers to the northeast of
Houston. He questioned whether or
not there could have been a microwave
accident. No answer to this one.

Maj. Haire said he had no idea
what went on on 29 December 1980. He
was definitely not involved. He felt that
the government well might have some
special devices, some advanced
technology, or some test vehicles that
could cause the reported symptoms.
However, as a civilian or as a National
Guard member he doesn’t know of
anything like that. I asked him if he had
ever heard of a NEST unit operating
here. He said no and he didn’t even
know what that acronym meant. |
related that it meant Nuclear
Emergency Survival Team. He drew a
blank on it.

Col. Sarran called again on 8 April
1982. He had talked with Capt. Richard
Niemtzow at Travis AFB and with Dr.
Peter Rank in Wisconsin. He
understood their viewpoints, but
decided to come to Houston in May to
investigate for himself. He said there
was nothing secret about his
involvement. He said “the Army
doesn’t say UFOs exist or do not exist.
That is up to someone else.” If Army
helicopters were involved and it was

their fault they would take
responsibility. He went on to say that all
reserve units are under Force
Command in Atlanta. This doesn’t
apply to National Guard units. Col.
Sarran said he was checking to see if
any helicopters sprayed fuel or were

.involved in an agent orange type drill.

He received negative replies from The
Training Indoctrination Command,
Testing agency at Ft. Hood, Corpus
Christi NAS, Aberdeen Proving
Grounds, and the Pentagon. The
computer lists no activity at Huffman,
Tex. on 29 Dec 1980.

Col. Sarran called on 23 April 1982
to set a tentative date for his trip to
Houston. He is to fact-find the claim of
helicopter involvement in the Cash-
Landrum case. He planned to meet
with me, Vickie Landrum, Willie
Culberson, and a Dayton policeman we
had found who had witnessed
helicopters on 29 Dec 1980. He had
contacted all bases and found that none
flew near Huffman on the subject date.
Fort Hood only flew one helicopter. It
flew to Houston, to Galveston, and
back to Fort Hood by 8 p.m.

On 25 May 1982 [ met with Col.
Sarran at the International Airport
Holiday Innin Houston. He asked me to
do a taped interview relating what 1

(continued on next page)
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knew about the case. | did the interview
with the agreement [ could also tape the
whole thing. He cordially agreed. The
interview lasted about 45 minutes and
covered a full narrative of the incident
as | knew it.

At noon on 25 May 1982 Col.
Sarran and [ visited Vickie Landrum in
her home in Dayton. Col. Sarran was
happy to have me along during the
interview. Bertha Landrum, Vickie’s
sister, was also present. Col. Sarran
told Vickie this was an official
investigation and she was free to talk
about it to anyone she wished. He gave
her form letter type information on the
Privacy Act which is to protect her; but
told her he couldn’t guarantee privacy. |
recorded the full interview and retained
the tape. A copy of the tape was sent to
Peter Gersten in New York. Col.
Sarran called Betty Cash in
Birmingham from Vickie’s house and
had an unofficial fact-finding discussion
with her.

At approximately 1:30 p.m. Col.
Sarran, Vickie Landrum, Bertha
Landrum and myself went to see
Dayton Police Officer L.L. Walker (his
telephone is unlisted, but on file), |
taped the full interview with the
policeman and his wife Marie. They
observed CH-47s in the exact same
area near Huffman, but 4 to 5 hours
after the original incident. This time the
helicopters seemed to be searching for
something on-the ground. They flew in
groups of three with searchlights
shining down on the ground. A portion
of the transcript of the Walker interview
describes the situation as follows:

Lamar Walker says: On December the 19th
my wife and [ was coming back home from
her Mother and Dad’s who live in Plum
Grove. It’s about 3 miles behind Splendora
into the wood area. We was travelling New

" Caney Road, we just came through there
the cut off and hit Cedar Bayou and uh
came across the river and cut down the
schoolroad at the Huffman new high school
there and just got back on FM 1960. We
were approximately, we was inside the
Liberty county city limits and just made a
turn out there by the railroad tracks on a
curve, headed east.

And [ made a remark | said, “Marie,” | said.
She said, “What’s that noise?” | said “well |
don’t know.” But | said “it sounds like

helicopters and it’s getting louder.” She
says “wellldon’t see any airplane” and | said
“it’s not an airplane it’s a helicopter, Marie,”
and she said, “whatever it is it sure is low”
and | said “yeah it is.” So | rolled my car
window down and there was very very little
traffic and so | slowed way down and I
started looking and and | could see some
flashing lights in the air approximately
anywhere from 400 to 500 feet in the air and
[ got to picking out more of them and as |
was picking them out [ picked out 3 in a
victor formation and about maybe a
thousand and a little bit off to the left of it
was another sector of V with 3 choppers in
it. And as | looked a little bit better | seen
three more. The twin tops, front and aft, the
shape and everything.

I said well they must be on maneuvers
again, National Guard or something, out at
Fort Polk or the Coast Guard doing
something and [ looked a little bit closer and
you could see some lower lights back off in
the distance quite a ways back. I'd say
about ¥ of a mile — real good visibility that
night and uh, [ just registered off and we
went on home. And it wasn't about oh,

maybe three-four weeks uh three-four days .

maybe a little bit longer when | heard over
the news of what happened and | told Marie
| said, gee whiz [ even told the men around
the office there. We setting around talking
one day [ said, “What in the devil’s all the
helicopters around for?” [ said “They have
an airplane crash?” They said, “no, not that
[ heard.”

Col. Sarran said he was convinced
that Officerr Walker had seen
Helicopters, but it still had to be proven.

Next Col. Sarran and [ visited the
Montgomery County Sheriff
Department in Conroe, Tex. We were
checking on an allegation that the Sheriff
had instigated the flight of helicopters
on 29 December 1980. We found that
all the people in the Sheriff’s Dept. had
been replaced on 2 January 1981. None
of the original people were around at
the time of our visit. We spoke with
Chief Deputy B.J. Grounds, Lt. Lowre,
and Pete Perkins. All the people
interviewed said they would not call the
National Guard — ‘it was not part of
their procedure. They would probably
call Houston police for assistance.
Chief Grounds suggested we contact
Carl Mangogna who was in charge of
the Harris County Patrol Divison,
responsible for helicopters at the time.
The duty officer on 29 Dec 1980 was
Gloria Eshenbeck. Later | contacted
Mangogna but was unable to find
Eshenbeck. Chief Grounds also

suggested we visit the Army Medivac
unit at Hooks Airport to the northwest
of Houston. We tried but it was closed
— all members were at a special
meeting out of town.

On 26 May 1982 [ called Carl
Mangogna as a followup to the
Montgomery County Sheriff Dept. |
tracked him down through his father,
also a Carl Mangogna. He is now Chief
of Security for a Houston corporation.
He had no memory of the events on 29
December 1980. He suggested that |
call Capt. Defore of the HPD.

On 26 May 1982, Chief Warrant
Officer Gustafson of the Army Medivac
unit called. He had done some checking
at our request with other members of
the unit at Hooks and suggested the
following possibilities:

(a) Therewas a Quick React Force
operating in Louisiana and Texas
during the last year and a half. The last
they heard of it was about 6 months
earlier, operating near Morgan City,
Louisiana. He said they practiced “Iran
type” raids, operating from a small
carrier in the Gulf of Mexico. Other
times they haul in 5,000-gallon fuel
bladders for refueling. Their operation
is secret and not announced.

(b) The USMC in New Orleans
operates CH-46 helicopters. He doesn’t
know of any operation in the Houston
Area but itisalwaysa possibility. (VISIT
check on the USMC unit in March
1981. No activity.) ‘

(c) Ken Defore of the Houston
Police ‘Department lives in Dayton,
Tex. He will visit L.L. Walker and
double check him on his claim of seeing
CH-47s on 29 Dec 1980.

On 27 May Chief Gustafson called
with an update report. His followup
with Ken Defore of the Houston Police
Department was positive. Capt. Defore
said he has no doubt that Dayton police
officer L.L. Walker saw CH-47s. He too
felt they were probably part of a Quick
React Force. He said Walker saw 12
helicopters. Four Groups of three each
in “V” formation. The lead aircraft of
each “V” was shining a spotlight on the
ground as if searching for something.
Another element flew 11 miles behind
in a three-abreast formation. Altitude
was around 500 feet. They altered
course and headed for the Gulf of

(continued on next page)
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Mexico. They could have refueled from
5,000-gallon fuel bladders in the area or
from a flattop in the Gulf. Gustafson
said “We may have uncovered a bucket
of worms.”

Col. Sarran called on 1 June 1982.
He had no luck in locating a unit
responsible for the helicopters on 29
Dec 1980. Only Fort Bragg, N.C., Fort
Devens, Mass., Panama, and Europe
have Quick React units. They weren’t
. involved. Five CH-47s flew over Dayton
on 22 May at 11 a.m. | asked him if it
would help to check and see where they
were from, thus providing a clue to at
least the range for operations on 29
Dec. He said it wouldn’t help. Lots of
units could overfly the area. Fort Hood
participates in the vyearly Reforger
exercise and flies from Fort Hood to
Port Arthur as part of the exercise.
That would take them near Dayton.
Col. Sarranis due to answer the original
inquiry and talk to John Nyter, Deputy
Head of Congressional Liaison. He said
he would get back to me on the Quick
React thing. He expects to report

6

“negative findings.”

Col. Sarran called on 25 June 1982
as a last follow-up. We talked about the
APRO Bulletin claim of knowingit was a
government device and having
evidence that would help in the case. |
suggested he call Coral Lorenzen, the
author of the article, since | had no idea
what she was talking about. As a
wrapup he told me he had contacted
the lawyers at Bergstrom Air Force
Base; Vickie and Betty had gone there
to give testimony at the suggestion of
Senators Bentsen and Towers. Vickie
told Col. Sarran he should get a copy of
the tape made at Bergstrom. He had
gotten that tape. It revealed nothing
new. He said, “obviously something
happened to the ladies.” However, he
could find no group responsible for the
helicopters. An operation of that
magnitude would have been “big time.”
Fueling would have been a problem. He
just cannot believe it wouldn’t have
been exposed. The Special Operations
Branch, Delta Project (Iran raid) and
skyjack and terrorist fighting groups
were checked and all responded with a
“negative.”O




These three people still
suffer symptoms similar
to victims of an atomic
attack ever since their
ciose encounter with a
UFO more than two
years ago. Their condi-
tion worsens every day.
Government authorities
have data vhich they
won't release, about the
UFO,that may help cure
themn... See story on
page 3.
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Victims dete
hoeids back info on object

By Lucilie de Saint-Andre

HIAL 1C THE 1NV WORL

Two Texas women and & little boy.
innocent victims of a8 cover-up, are
Zighting for their l1ves in 8 continuing
saga of governmen: UFO intransi-
zence. They have now filed & $18 mil-
ion damage claim against the
3ergstrom U.S. Air Force Base near
Austin, Texas in an inciden! so
.ncredible that it seems to come nght
»ut of 8 sci-N film.

In what has been termed
1s perhaps the most significant
:ncounter of this time by such emi-
went UFO investigators as Dr. J. :
Alien Hynek, director of the Center
‘or UFO Studies, and McDennell
Jouglas space engineer John Schues-
ider, the victims tulfered consider-
ible radiation po:sonir.g thet
ias doctors greping in the dark sbout
~hat treatment to usz on them.

They could be helpedf their suit
iucceeds in obtamning related
locuments under the Freedom of
nformation Act £0 that the nature of
heir illness can be determinced.

All three have been in and out 6f hos-
)itals since it happened.

Betty Cash end Vickie Landrum,
»oth in their fifties, and
yrandson Colby Landrum, @, con-

inue to suffer from severe physical,
:motional and economic damazges
wrising from their close

:acounter with the U'FO they met on
1 bleak Monday winter even:ng

e -1
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riorate as U.S.

December 29, 1980 on &

deserted stretch of a Texas road
hetween New Ceney and

Buffman not far from Houston. They
were on their way home to Dayton
when their car was blocked by a huge
diamond-shaped UFO throwing

forth red and orange fiames from its
bottom.

“The object was extremely
bright.” they said, “and appsared to
be the size of a city water tank. It was|
approximately 60 80 feet above the
road.” ’

What happened next was the
beginning of an ongoing nightmare
that has altered the lives of all
participants. They stopped the car,
eot out and stared at the UFO.

It was now hovering 2t tree top level
approximately 135 feet from

them. Betry Cash, who was driving
the automobile, felt intense and
excruciating heat coming from the
UFO. Vickie Laudrum stood on

the passenger’s side and clutched the
boy to her. The boy was terrified
and screamed for her to get back into
the car. They both did and the boy
hid on the floor. Betty Cash after five
minutes got into the car but noted
that the door handle was su

hot that she had to use her jacket to
close it.

They followed the object which
was moving westward. After some
three miles they saw
approximately 23 military type heli-
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copters, several of which

appearcd to be double rotary types,
near the object. Finelly the UFO
disappeared, and so did the hclhicop-
ters. .

Betty dropped off Vickie and her
grandson a! their home then drove to
her own homa. She said ber head
felt as “though it would burst” Within
hours she developed extreme and
prolenged headaches, nauses, 8 swol-
len neck, rred blotches on her face
and head and swolien eariobes
and evelids. Hereves
closed completely and she could not
see for severs! days. The ved
blotches became blisters of clear
fluid.

betty and Vickie Jost much of
th sair When it grew back it was
weaker and graver. Vickie's fin-
gernils kot boles. She developed a8
caiaract in her right eye. Yier
loft ey s now much worse, says-
Schueasier who talks to her
cvery week.

<)'mp!om& get worse end worse
svery few months {t géls worse,
When this thing st sterted

she could see very well. She worked,
she drove,” Schoeessier sand ina
telephone interview from ‘lexas. She

THE NEWS WORLD, WEW YORK CITY, February 5,

was very active, alert woman, she
ran a restaurant and smal!
grocery store. Retty Cash worked
with Lier. Now they've closed

tath businesses. Since the incident
they haven't worked one day.

“They're not what you'd call edu-
cated peaple bu! they're very
tice and have & good reputstion.
Aside [rom the blows to their health
and thetr pockethooks, they've
taken some abuse. Meople have given
them a hard tumne,” Schuessier said.
“As far as the helicopters go
(which have been identified as U.S.
Army Chinook models from
Betry's and Vickie's and Colby's
description), we haven't been able to
rrove anything, so far. But we're
confident there were hehcopters. I'm
posttive ¥ percent something hap-
pened. These people are not hoaxers.”
Does he think thie boy will be all
right? "That's questionable. Some of
the docturs hrve informally said
that he could develop leuhemta-like
symptoms during the next ten
years. They don't huow the back-
ceound of this so they won't
know how to treat him.

Terrified of helicopters
“The boy 1s more afraid of heli-
0OrANIS0 ON PO 6

1983 3
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that the grecp was o cold-hearted,
when hc had gone to such

lengths to try &nd iacate his son. Reis:
ing the plane from the watery

grave could previde some answers,
but it may cause some new

ones. (SUN, Mclbourne, Australia,
Jan. 11, 1983).

Some researchers believe cattle
muttlations are connected with UFO
sightings, while others reject the
sugpestior. Denver tejevision
producer Lindz Moulton Howe is one
of the believers. She relates the
story that Texan Judy
Doraty was abducted by en alien
crafl just a few miles from INASA's |
Johnson Space Cenier. During
the event she watched two beings cut
into an anima! — a classic mutila-
tion. Apparently, the aliens
have no emotions and are “just doing
their job."

Ray Boeche, an investigator for the
Mutual UFO Network, sard
mutilations have been reported in 37
countries. Curiously, rmutlation
cases in the Uniied Siaies also con-
tain reports of mystery helhicop-
tersin the air near tine
mutilation site. His report ties in with
the mystery helicopiers seen dur-
ing some of the receat UFO incidents
as well. (JOURNAL, Lincoin, NE,
Nov. 185, 1982).

During December a mutilated
heifer was found near Nor-
fold, Nebraska. The 750 pound animal
was missing the ears and the right
front leg. Flesh was cleanly cut
from the face. Little blood was found
and no evidence that the enimal
was shot could be tound The carcass
was untouched hy scavengers, an
unusual event in itself
(DALILY NEWS, Norfolk, NE., Dec. 1S,
1982).

A nine-yvear-old cow was found
mutilated near Chevenne,

WY in December. The rancheriowner
said the case was classic, with one
eveball gone, half an udder,

rectum , and vagmna cleanly removed
from the body with expert preci-
sion Very little blood was

feund. Preaators avoided the carcass.
(EAGLE. Chevenne. WY, Dec. 3,
1982).

COVER-UP
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copters now than of this big, glowing
thing. \When it first happened —

he was 7 then = we took him

aside ond we had him make htite
drawings of the ‘copters. We talhed to
him alone withiout any of hisrel-
atives so no one could accuse vs of
slanting things. He's a rugred,
active, mtethgent httle guy, be gets
very good grades in school and

the teachers hike tum. But he's ter-
rified of ‘cupters. Once, shortly
after it happened. | had his grand-
mother bring him down to the

space center where 1 work.

“Then the big red and white coast
guard hehconter came trom the Gulf
direcnon nipitt ever the space
center. When he heard 1t a0d saw it he
ducked and ran for the building. It
was Quile an automatc resction te
compictely pancked.”

Schuessler, who's worked in the
space craft freld siice 1962 snd has
been on cvery majar space pro-
gram m this cc ry, feels this crse
doesn't (it the wold. "We're snil
looking (or clucs Jitakes a

ot of detective wotk, For mstance,

some of the pilots in these helicopters
must have gotten hurt the same
way these people were. |
can't see how thay could have been
protected unless they wore spe:
cial suits. Of course thcy'd be in mili-
tary hospitels. We asked around
the hospitals tut got nowhere. I they
died their femilies might talk.
“I really think that what-

ever it was, it was out of control If it
was from Alpha Centuri or some
Air force bose, whaiever, 1
haven't seen anvihing that looks like
it. It fits the mold of whet people
think of as UFOs but UFOs doa't put
out radiation. The only radiation
comes from countermessures here
and they're not generally deep
or intensified enough to hurt people.
If they were carryving something
— weapons cr a hiph energy gource
platform that ceuld explam it
(red and orange [iames) but I can't
find anything in any of tlie tech-
nical archives that locks this way."

chuessler, who's deputy direc-
tor of the Mutuai UFO Network, in
'iegum Texas, insists it is &
UFO in any classic sease of the “word.

Victims suffer as mystery
deepens

In thc meantime, the two women
and the little boy have not
gotten better. They have sores and big
welts which comes and go as if
something happened to their immune
system and Colby has developed
knots the size of thumbs in his knee
joints. They've run out of money
for treatment and they can't work to
niake money. Betty has moved to
Alabama to live with her
mother, Vicky fecls she looks too ter-
rible {0 reopen her restaurant or
grocerv store and moreover, can't see
enough to held a job. Her diagno-
sis reads, "Radiation damaege.

Type and dosage unknown. Progno-
sis: Unknown at this time.”

New York laywer Peter Gersten, an
zuthority on Freedom of Information
Act requests regsrding UFOs. hopes
his administrative claim filed in
Dccernber 1982 (see box) will open
government files andpreduce the
needed information. The Air Force
has five months to’respond and if ke
doesn’t get any action by then he will
file suit 1n U.S. District Courtin
Texas.

So far the povernment has denied
any knowledge of the helicopters at
the scene and even extensive inves-
tigation led by Schuessler could not
move any branch of the military to
adinit to the incident.

Nevertheless there heve been
other witnesses. Things hike this can't
just happen ang vanish into thin &ir.
With <o many people and scveral wit-
nesses involved and the highly expio-
sive rudiation issue in the story.
sooner ar later someonc's got to telk.

Gersten confidently predicts that
this year ar the next, the governinent
will make some major disciosures
regarding UFOs. And that's when the
story will break wide open. Let's hope
1t won't be too late for Netty Cash,
Vickie Lendium and little Colby.
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contowsd trom pa)e &
once Bnd for what purpose?

This 15 why it 1s timperative that we
overcome thie mental block of UFO
witnesses and show they are not
alone in their encounters. 1t is of
srime concern o ufology to come for-
ward with their exneriences Do mat-
ter how insignificant thev may feel

their encounte With tins thought
in mind, those wishing to inform us of
their 'FO encounter, or to #id UTO
research by either subscnitung to our
bi-monthly literature or enrolling as
an actve member. may write us at:

THE SBI

PO. BOX 193

STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK

10312,

© Fete Mazzola — 1983

Ethel I‘\’Ioody

gave more than 6,000 free
blood pressture tests last year.

Has yours been checked recently?

A Pubic Service of Tres Nevospaoe:
& The Adverbang Counal

e Ly

Lots of folics call Ethel, Miss Blood Pressure,
because she's one of the Red Cross volunteers who
aives free biood pressure tests.

“High blood pressure is a silent disease,” warns
Ethel “"Gencraily, there are no syinptems. The only way
1o tell if you've got it is 10 have yow: blood pressure

taken.”

About 35 million Americans have high blood pres-
sure. It's a leading cause of stroke, heart disease and

kidney problems.

ompt treaiment reduces that danger In most
people, hlgh blood pressure can be lowered and kept

under control.

When was the last time you had your blood pres-
sure checked? If you can'tremember, it's been too long.

Call your docter.
Or call us.

"-r‘, American
i 1Red Croes

"Together, we can change things.
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‘By WAYNE SAVAGE

-~ Stati Writer

~- Two women who claim to have suffered radi-

.ation burns in an unexplained UFO incident almost

‘three years ago near Dayton, Texas, are seeking

:-$15 million from the government to compensate

. them for their medical treatment, pain and suffer-

. ting.

*. The claim, which the Air Force rejected in May,

‘- also seeks $5 million forthe 9-year-old grandson of

>~ one of the women.

- - Betty Cash, one of the women who reported the

=~ December 1980 UFO sighting, said she developed
;~cancer after the incident and underwent surgery in

~" March to remove her right breast. The three vic-

~-tims complain of a variety of other ailments, in-

L
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.’.¢ludmg eye and skin disorders and an mdbmty to

“resist infections.
-‘, Ms. Cash and the other woman, Vickie Landrum,
S~ said they blame the government for the incident
. because they saw numerous military-type helicop-
- .- ters along with the mysterious UFO. Mrs. Land-
_rum counted 22 of the double-rotor helicopters, and
’ _her two companions each counted 23.
~~ Mrs. Landrum'’s grandson, Colby, drew a picture
= of an aircraft that resembled a military helicopter
-hke a CH-46 or CH-47, said John Schuessler, a UFO
., investigator in Houston.
;7. But the Air Force, after an investigation by its
-~ mspector general S offlce concluded the U.S. mili-
ary wasn’t involved.
““The attendant facts fail to establish that the
- umdentmed flying object or helicopters were

’

7353

/acmms cite UFO in protest

$15 million sought from government

owned or operated by the U.S. government or any
agency or instrumentality thereof,”’ the Air Force
said in a letter denying the claim.

The denial came in a May 23 letter from Col.
R.R. Semeta, chief of the claims and tort litigation
staff of the Air Force judge advocate general's
office, said Peter Gersten, a Tarrytown, N.Y., law-
yer who filed the claim.

Semeta could not be reached for comment last
week, and a spokesman for his office referred
questions to Air Force public-affairs officials.

Gersten said he appealed the denial on July 20.

“I would expect if they deny the appeal, w
would be in court by the end of the year,”’ he said.

By then, it will be three years since the night the
women and Mrs.. Landrum’s grandson encoun-
tered the UFO.

As described by Mrs. Landrum in a 1981 inter-
view, they were driving toward Dayton on the
night of Dec. 29, 1980, when they saw a bright light
shining through the treetops ahead.

As their car rounded a bend on Farm Road 1485
about 15 miles northwest of Dayton, the UFO sud-
denly appeared before them. Diamond-shaped and
“tall as a water tower,”’ it floated over the road
just above the treetops, blindingly bright, Mrs.
Landrum sajd.

She said red-orange flames spewed from the bot-
tom and intermittently burst into greater intensity
with a rushing sound like a flame-thrower as the
object moved higher.

From 133 feet away, the heat was excruciating.

“We felt like we were burning up,” Mrs. Land-

“r '
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rum said.

She estimated that she and her companions were
exposed for at least 10 minutes before it drifted off
over the trees.

\When the object finally sailed off, they saw the
helicopters.

*“They were up over it and following it. It was
like they were taking it somewhere or it was in
trouble and they were helping it,"”” Mrs. Landrum
said in the earlier interview.

L0 [ PO B P

Lt. Col. George Sarran said he conducted a thor-
ough investigation of the incident for the Air Force
and concluded no U.S. military helicopters were
involved.

During his inquiry, Sarran said, he contacted
Fort Polk, La., and every military installation in
Texas, including the Corpus Christl Army Depot,
that might have- deployed a large number -of

See UFO, page 3JE
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double-rotor hellcopters on the night of the UFO
incident.

The Corpus Chrlstl depot overhauls CH-47 en- .

gines- ‘afid transmissions. Overhauls of most other
CH-47 components, including their steel bodies,
are performed at the New Cumberland, Pa., Army
Depot.

Sarran said flight records were checked for the
night of the incident. and the investigation covered
not only the active Army, but also the National
Guard and reserve forces.

He said a check with the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration turned up nothing, even though the
incident occurred only 25 miles from the main
flight path to Houston Intercontinental Airport.

Sarran said he didn't consider probing classified
information as part of his investigation. And in a
Caller-Times interview, he dismissed the possi-
bility that the incident was part of a top-sc_.et
prOJect

“Everybody w ho might have been remote]y in-
\o};ed in this thing I called and talked to,”” Sarran
said.

“We don't do research and development 35 miles
northeast of Houston, Texas," or during the Christ-
mas holidays. he said. Such research would be con-
ducted at military facilities such as Fort Hood,
near Killeen, Sarran said.

A report released last year by the U.S. House
Committee on Appropriations said a classified pro-
ject at the New Cumberland Army Depot during

fiscal . year 1981 — w hich began in October 1980 — -

resulted in approximately $11.4 million in labor
costs. - - . i
. Army spokesmen said the project still is classifi-
ed and Sarran said he was unaw are of it.

So what happened? :

“I don’t know ... We gave it what I felt was our
bcst shot,”” Sarran said. **I wasn't in the business of
Saying this thing was a hoax or not a hoax. That
was not my call.”

. Schuessler, who works for 4 NASA contractor on
the'space shuttle program. has his own theories. .
‘% think the Army knows, quite frankly,” he
‘said'zm.:.x
. He speculated that the incident was either a UFO
in trouble or a “‘military project . . . that went as-
tray, and the hellcopters were there (0 cledn up‘'the
mess.’
< As they await the outcome of their claim.
three witnesses tend to their injuries.
» Ms. Cash, who now lives in Birmingham, Ala.,
said doctors can’t treat her cancer with radiation
because they diagnosed her as already sulfering
Irom radiation dermatitus, a disorder that blisters
the skin.
< “(;l‘he} say my skm is just tissue-paper thin,”’
sai

She also complained of an internal burning sen-
sation and said she suffers chronic bronchitis be-
cause her resistance to infection is diminished.

Mrs, Landrum said she suffers sores on her arms
and legs.
~ *1 can't get out durmg the day because the sun
brlngs.out those blisters,”” she said.

In.addition, she can't resist colds and suffers
almost constant pain in her legs, she said.

Both Mrs. Landrum and her grandson have vi-
sion problems.

“It's where I can’t hardly see out of my glasses
she said.
- She sald Colby’s e) es hecome red if he doesn’t

she

hod . 2 ]

.the

From lE

wear his glasses, and he suffers from dizziness.

“*We are going to push it,”” Mrs. Landrum said of
their claim against the government, ‘‘because we
need the doctormg, and we need some of these bll]S
paid.”

Ms. Cash sees another purpose in the claim.

“I hope to accomplish one thing: that the gov-
ernment is going to admit to the American people
what they are doing to us every day of the year and
why the\ can’t take responsmlllty for their mis-
take,” she said.

T
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Space Engineer

Links Sickness
To UKFO Sightings

By Dennis Hannon
Otthe Post-Dispatch Staff

If you chance upon a flying saucer —
or any other form of airborne
dinnerware — don’t stand around
rubbernecking like someone from a
Steven Spielberg movie. Those things
can be dangerous.

That’s the advice of John F.
Schuessler, a space industry engineer
who has been studying such encounters
for 18 years.

He told a meeting of the UFO Study
Group of Greater St. Louis on Sunday
that many persons who reported
experiences with UFOs had exhibited
many of the symptoms of acute
radiation poisoning.

Schuessler is writing a book about a
UFO experience near Dayton, Texas. In
December 1980, Betty Cash, 54; Vickie
Landrum, 59, and Mrs. Landrum'’s 9-
year-old grandson, Colby, were driving
through the woods, taking a detour
home after abandoning their search for
a Bingo game.

Colby noticed a flash from an object
descending from the sky to about
treetop level. Ms. Cash skidded the car
to a halt, about 135 feet from'the object.

The odd thing was that the flying
object — an elongated, diamond shaped
thing — was being pursued by about 20
large, double-rotor helicopters similar
to those used by the U.S. armed forces.

Although the car became almost
unbearably hot, Ms. Cash and the
Landrums managed to drive home.
Later, all three developed severe
nausea, then sunbumns. In about two
weeks, Schuessler said, Ms. Cash and
Mrs. Landrum began to lose their hair,
and skin fell from their faces in clumps.

Both women since have suffered
various degenerative ailments, and Ms.
Cash eventually developed cancer, he
said.

Schuessler accompanied his talk
with slides that showed Ms. Cash and
Mrs. Landrum in their pre-encounter
days and in the deteriorated state in

which they have more recently
appeared.
The missing element in what

Schuessler calls the ‘‘Cash-Landrum
Case’ is hard proof: physical evidence,
records, multiple witnesses.

Schuessler said he had found three
witnesses to helicopter flights in the
vicinity of the woods that night and one
man who had seen a diamond-shaped
flying object. The armed services at
first gave an informal confirmation but
now deny that a large number of
helicopters were operating in east
Texas that night, Schuessler said.

Ms. Cash and Mrs. Landrum filed
$10 million damage claims against the
U.S. Air Force but lost their case
because they could not prove their
suffering was a result of anything done
by earth-based craft, Schuessler said.

Schuessler calls the possibility of
extraterrestrial visits a ‘“‘working
hypothesis,’”” rather than a
demonstrable fact. But he scorns the
habit of dismissing such reports as
mere lunacy.

“That is answering a mystery with a
mystery,’’ he said. ‘'l don't subscribe to
that. I'd rather say [ don’t know."

Schuessler says he hopes to see ‘‘a
responsible solution to the problem’ in
his lifetime.

‘““As long as there is a mystery, why
not work on it?"’ he said.




"BINGO PLAYERS
BURNED BY UFO

Two women and a smallboy left
their home in Dayton, Texas on
December 29, 1980 intending to
play bingo in nearby New Caney.
Unfortunately, fate had something
else in store for them. Driving a-
long a dark and deserted road
they encountered a huge glowing
diamond in the sky. The object
stopping over the road, belching
flames downward, causing the car
to heat up.

Betty Cash, the driver left the

- car and walked a short distance
toward the object. She held her
armupinfrontofherfacetoshield
her from the heat and glare, but
thiswas no help. The exposure left
her burned so badly that large
blisters swelled up on her head
and face. The skin under the ring
on herfingerwas cooked raw. This
was only the beginning. Later her
hair fell out and her health deter-
iorated to the point she was un-
able to ever work again.

Her friend Vickie Landrum and

grandson Colby remained outside

the car only a short time because

Colbywas so terrified. This proved.

to be a good move, because their
injuries were not nearly as severe
as those reported by Mrs. Cash.
After months of headaches, de-
grading eyesight, loss of appetite,
and skin burns, they have nearly
recovered.

What was the huge object that
turned an evening of fun into a
nightmare? They are not sure, but
they believe the United States

government knows, because more
than twenty large double roto heli-
copters rushed in to accompany
the object away in the direction of
the Gulf of Mexico. It is doubtful
that the victims were mistaken a-
bout the strange object or the heli-
copters, because the whole inci-
dent lasted more than 20 minutes.
The object was as close as 150
yards and some of the helicopters
came within a few hundred feet of
the car. The injuries sustained by
the trio have been fully document-
ed and the scars are still visible
today.

Some other witnesses have
come forward to verify the story,
but no government agency will ac-
cept responsibility or offer help.
The Air Force rejected a claim for
damages on the basis that “the
attendant facts failed to establish
that the unidentified flying object
or the helicopters were owned or
operated.by the U.S. government.”
The victims have always been
strong patriotic Americans and
were crushed by the fact that their
government seems to have written
them off as unimportant.

Mrs. Landrum speculates that
some of the helicopter crews may
have been harmed in a similar
manner and may not know the
cause of their injuries. She would
like to talk withthem and share her
experiences. In some small way
this could be very helpful. She
says “noone should have tosuffer
like we did and have noonetoturn
toinsuchatime of need.” She may
be contacted through the writer of
this column.

You may direct any questions or inquiries to: Mr.

John Schuessler, P.O. Box

77258.
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U.S. Sued For $20 Million UFO Damage

HOUSTON (UPI) — A boy, 10, his
grandmother and another woman are
suing the federal government for $20
million, contending-thatthey suffered
radiation and other injuries in a brief
encounter with an unidentified flying
object.

“I've never believed in UFOs. I was
the first one to laugh,” said Betty Cash,
54, of Helena, Ala.

But now, she said, “I'm afraid to
look up.”

Mrs. Cash, Vicki Landrum, 60, and
her grandson, Colby, 10, of Dayton,
Texas, say in a federal court suit that
they encountered the unidentified
object the night of Sept. 2, 1983, when
riding in a car on a farm-to-market
road near Houston.

She described the object as
diamond-shaped, about the size of a
city water tank standing on legs, very
bright and hot. She said it had made a
loud beeping noise and whooshed.

Mrs. Cash said she believed that the
object had not been a UFO in the
classic sense of a strange visitor from

outer space, but some sort of secret
government device. She said it had
been surrounded by military
helicopters at one point.

After the brief encounter, she said,
all three of the people in the car
developed radiation sickness
symptoms — swelling, rashes, nausea,
hair and fingernail loss and
headaches.

The suit says Mrs. Cash developed
breast cancer and Mrs. Landrum has
developed ‘'severe cataracts that have
impaired her vision. The boy
‘‘suffered nightmares and
continues to display extreme
anxiety.”

Lawyer Peter Gersten of
Tarrytown, N.Y., who has handled
freedom of information suits by UFO
organizations to obtain government
documents on UFOs, said the
government denied knowledge of the
incident. .

Gersten filed the suit last week in
Houston. He said the plaintiffs want
the government to disclose what the

object was to aid doctors in medical
treatment. The plaintiffs also want the
government to pay their medical
costs.

When Mrs. Cash saw the object 60
to 80 feet above the roadway ‘‘with
flames coming out of the bottom,” she
said, she stopped the car and she and
Mrs. Landrum stepped out to see what
the object was.

“But it was so hot . Vicki
screamed for me to get back in the
car. Colby was beside himself. I tried
to open the car door but it was so hot”
it burned her hand, she said.

“It rose up over the trees and
headed toward Houston
Intercontinental Airport. I started the
car and then we drove on a little ways.
We heard this awful noise. We stopped
again and looked.

“We couldstill see the object. When
we got out of the car againthere were
helicopters everywhere. And they
weren’t little helicopters. They had
two rotors,” Mrs. Cash said.
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UFO-Vlewers sue
U.S. for damages

DAYTON (AP) — Two women
and a 10-year-old boy have sued the
U.S. government, see ti$20 million
in damages for injuries they claim to
have recelved when they encoun-
tered an unidentified t’lyin%;1 object
hovering above a country roa

Betty Cash, 54, Vicki Landrum, 69,
and her 10-year-old grandson, Colby
Landrum, are seeking payment for
medical treatment after suffering
chronic illness and injuries from
what they claim was radiation that
beamed at them from a hovering
UFO three years ago.

A lawyer filed the suit in a Hous—
ton federal court on Wednesday.

The three claim in the suit th t
the federal government is somehow
involved and should be held responsi-
ble for their medical care.

The incident occurred around 9:30
p.m. Dec. 29, 1980, while Cash, Lan-
d um and the youngster were return-
ing home from a bingo game.

Object glows in sky

As they drove along a country
road seven miles outside of New
Caney, they noticed a bright object
glowiny in the sky.

The object hovered 60 to 80 feet
above the road and had such “intense
brightness and glow that they
couldn’t make out its shape,” sald Pe-
ter Gerston, a New York attorney
representing Cash and her friends.

he object was flaming and éave
off so much heat and light that
and her friends could drive no far-
ther, Gerston said.

They got out of the car for awhile,
said Gerston, and Cash rested her
hand on the vehicle. When she re-
moved her hand, he said, she found it
had left a permanent imp int on the
car.

Landrum said the group then
drove down the road, stopping at a
small graveyard. She said they
counted 23 helicopters near the ob-
{)ect but Gerston said they were una-

le to determine whether the chop-

|-“F

VICKI | LANDRUM SAW' UFO
. « « wants paid health care

pers were escorting the object or
pursuing it

For a few days after the incident,
the three people suffered severe
headaches, nausea, swollen earlobes
and eyelids, diarthea and facial blis-
ters, Gerston said The health of
Cash, who received the most expo-
sure, “became much worse,” he said
She was admitted to Parkway Hospi-
tal for one week and later for two
more weeks.

Gerston said that in the year fol-
lowing the event they were chronic-
ally ill and Cash was “in and out” of
the hospital from October to Decem-
ber 1981.

Cash and her {riends still e
ence some of the symptoms
time to time, including nausea, loss
of appetite, skin blotches and blis-
ters, the lawyer said.

In their suit, Cash, Landrum and
the boy asked for damages totalling
$20 million.

‘Gerston said his clients also want
to determine what type of radiation
they had been exposed to so they
could seek appropriate medical
treatment.
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