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What"s the matter? Bad luck ?ot you down? Did a black cat run
across your path? Did you walk underneath a ladder? Did Kou step
on a crack? Did a bird fly into your house? Did the clock stop?
Did a mirror break? Did you spill some salt? Did you walk out a
different door then the one you entered? Did you whistle at the
dinner table?

Is it Friday the 13th?

Well don"t let bad luck get_you down...fight back with another
weekly dosage of your favorite bad luck breaker...C-NSPIRACY
JOURNAL! Here once again to bring you all the news and info that
THEY don"t want you to know.

This week, Co-spiracy Journal brings you such finger-crossing
stories as:

- Morgellons: A Hidden Epidemic or Mass Hysteria? -

- Stargates, Vortex Spots, Portals And Energy Worm Holes You
Can Visit-

- UFO Sightings on the Rise in Finland -

- Six Osama bin Laden Con-piracy Theories -

AND: Paralyzed by Friday the 13th

All these exciting stories and MORE in this week"s issue of
CONOPIRACY JOURNAL!

~ And Now, On With The Show! -~
FROM THE CONSP-RACY JOURNAL BOOKSHOP

Secrets of Death Valley - Mysteries and Haunts
of the Mojave Desert

Join Tim Beckley (Mr. UFO) and his crew for the ULTIMATE road
$r= and help solve the riddles of California®s Mojave and Death
alley.

Here are chilling Tales Of Abandoned Mines, Mysterious
Creatures, Deranged Killers, Hauntings, Eerie Spook Lights,
Space Ships From Far Away Worlds, Phantom Stagecoaches As Well
As All Manner of Urban Legends To Make You Twisted And Grow Pale
In The Moonlight

* Witness The Landing OF A UFO At Edwards Air F-rce Base
Verified By An A-erican Astronaut.

* Be Petrified Of The 12 Foot Levitating Clown And Find Some
Gold Thanks to The Teleporting Leprechaun.

* Attend Mae West"s First Sance.

* Journey With The Creepy Charles Manson And His Crew Down A
Mysterious Hole To Find The Hollow Earth.

* Hunt For Ghosts In The Death Valley Opera House.
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* Keep Your Distance From The Albino Bigfoot Running Loose.
* Unravel The Puzzle Of The Lost Viking Ships Of The Desert.

S-CRETS OF DEATH VALLEY - MYSTERIES AND HAUNTS OF THE i
MOJAVE DESERT is a delightful, easy to read journey for the armchair
paranormal sightseer or those looking to get out on the road.

This book also includes the full text of George Van Tassel®s rare book:
"1 Rode In A Flying Saucer"™

IT you order right now you will also receive the FREE DVD
"Diane Tessman"s Mystic of the Desert.”

ALL OF THIS FOR THE SPECIAL PRICE OF ONLY $-0.00 ) )
(Plus $-.00 for shipping.) You can"t find this special price
anywhere else.

Global Communications
P.O. Box 753
New Brunswick, NJ 08903

- MAKES YOUR SKIN CRAWL DEPARTMENT -

Morgellons: A Hidden Epidemic or Mass Hysteria?
By Will Storr

It"s a_mysterious condition that affects tens of thousands
worldwide. But what is it?

It all started in August 2007, on a family holiday in New
England. Paul had been watching Harry Potter And The Order OF
The Phoenix with his wife and two sons, and he had started to
itch. His legs, his arms, his torso - It was everywhere. It must
be fleas in the seat, he decided.

But the 55-year-old IT executive from Birmingham has been
itchin? ever since, and the mystery of what 1s wrong with him
has only deepened. When Paul rubbed his fingertips over the
pimples that dotted his skin, he felt spines. Weird, alien
things, like splinters. Then, in 2008, his wife was soothing his
back with surgical s-irit when the cotton swab she was using
athered a curious blue-black haze from his skin. Paul went out,
ought a microscope and examined the cotton. What were those
curling, colored fibres? He Googled the words: "Fibres. ltch.
Sting. Skin." And there was his answer. It must be: all the
symptoms fitted. He had a new d-sease called morgellons. The
fibres were the product of mysterious creatures that burrow and
breed in the body. As he read on, he had no idea that morgellons
would turn out to be the worst kind of answer imaginable.

Morgellons was named in 2001 by an American called Mary L-itao,
whose son complained of sores around his mouth and the sensation
of "bugs™. Examining him with a toy microscope, Le-tao found him
to be covered in unexplained red, blue, black and white fibres.
Since then, workers at her Morgellons Research Foundation say
they have been contacted by more than 12,000 affected families.
Campaign group the Charles E H-Iman Foundation states there are
sufferers in "every continent except Antarctica'. Thousands have
written to C-ngress demanding action. In response, more than 40
s-nators, including Hillary C-inton, John M-Cain and a pre-
presidential Barack Obama, pressured the Centers For Di-ease
Control And Prevention (CDC) to investigate; in 2006, it formed
a special taskforce, setting aside $-m to study the condition.
Sufferers include folk singer Joni M-tchell, who has complained
of "this weird incurable dis-ase that seems like it"s from outer
space... Fibres in a variety of colors protrude out of my skin:
they cannot be forensically identified as animal, vegetable or
mineral . Morgellons is a slow, unpredictable k-ller - a
te-rorist dis-ase. It will blow up one of your organs, leaving
you in bed for a year."

So it"s new, frightening and profoundly odd. But if _you were to
seek the view of the m-dical establishment, you"d find the
strangest fact about this dise-se: morgellons doesn"t exist.

I meet Paul in a pub in a Birmingham suburb. He shows me
pictures he"s collected of his fibres. On his laptop, a grim
ﬁa(ade of images fTlicks past. There are sores, scabs and nasal _
airs, each magnified by a factor of 200. In each photo there is
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a tiny colored fibre on or in his skin.

"Is it an excrement?" he asks. A byproduct? A structure they
live In?" A waitress passes with_a tray of salad as he points to
an oozing wound. "Is it a breathing pipe?"

Paul absent-mindedly digs his nails into a lesion just below
the hem of his shorts. Little red welts pepper his legs and
arms, some dulled to a waxy maroon, others just plasticky-wh-te
scar tissue.

He has_seen an array of experts - GPs, allergy d-ctors,
infectious dis-ases clinicians and dermatologists. Most end up
agre@ung_wuth the skin specialist to whom he first took samples
of his Tibre-stained cotton: his sores are self-inflicted and he
suffers from delusions of parasitosis (DOP), a psychiatric
condition in _which people Talsely believe themselves to be
infested. This particular form of DOP is thought to be unique,
in_that it"s spread through the internet. Whereas in the past,
episodes of mass hysteria were limited to small communities -
perhaps the most famous being the witch panic in Salem,
Massachusetts in the 1690s - today, imagined symptoms can spread
much farther on the web.

Paul is not convinced by this diagnosis. He carries an alcohol
hand gel everywhere he goes, has four showers a day and steam-
cleans his clothes. The stress leaves him exhausted, short-
tempered. He has difficulty concentrating or applying himself at
work. His lowest points have been "pretty much feeling like
ending it. Thinking, could 1 go through with it? Probably. It"s
assoclated with the times the me-ical profession have dismissed
me. It"s just 1 can"t see myself living for ever with this."

Has he mentioned these thoughts to his doc-or?

"No, because talking about things like that adds a mental angle
- supports the prognosis of DOP. And it"s absolutely a physical
condition. I mean, look!"

The evidence on his computer does appear convincing. Much
thinner than his body hair, the fibres seem to be protruding
from his sores. But what are they? And how did they get there?
To find out, 1"m heading to the 4th Annual Morgellons Conference
in Austin, Texas, to meet a molecular biologist who doesn®t
believe the med-cal consensus. Rather, he argues, the forensic
tests he®s commissioned on the fibres point to something
altogether more unworldly.

In spring 2005, Randy Wy-ore, associate professor of
pharmacology at O-lahoma State University, stumbled across an
article about morgellons. Reading about the fibres sufferers
believed were the byproduct of some weilrd parasite, but which
were dismissed by dermatologists as humdrum environmental
detritus, he thought, "But this should be easy to figure out.”
He emailed sufferers, requesting samples, then compared them
with samples of cotton, nylon, carpets and curtains. Examining
them under the microscope, he got a shock. The sufferers® fibres
looked utterly different.

Wym-re arranged for Tibre analysis at the Tulsa plice
department®s forensic laboratory. Moments into his tests, a
detective with 28 years®™ experience of this sort of work
murmured, "1 don"t think I"ve ever seen anything like this." The
morgellons particles didn"t match any of the 800 fibres on their
database, nor the 85,000 known organic compounds. He heated one
fibre to 600C and was astonished to find it didn"t burn. By the
day"s end, Wymore concluded, "There"s something real going on
here. Something we don®t understand at all."

Last year, he aBproached several commercial laboratories to run
further tests, but the moment they discovered the job was
related to morgellons, firm after firm backed out. Finally,
Wymore found a lab prepared to take the work. It is these
results that will be revealed during the course of the two-day
conference.

An hour south of Austin, in the lobby of the Westoak W-ods B-ptist
C-urch convention center, morgellons sufferers from the

US, UK, Spain, Germany and Mexico gather by the breakfast

buffet. Threads of conversation rise from the hubbub: "I mix
Vaseline with sulphur and cover my entire body'; "The more you
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try to prove you"re not crazy, the more crazy they think you
are™; "The whole_med-cal community is part of this. 1 wouldn™t
say it"s a cons-iracy but"

Part 1.
John Winston. johnfw@mlode.com
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