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xc 21 Depertment of Defence 
I ntrOduced Dec: 10 

DoWNGRADING OF CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS 

-
PART 1 - REQUEST FOR DOWNGRADING OF CLASSIFIED DOCUMEN 
To: From: 

, 

·. 1. The document/s listed below are considered to be overclassified 1nd it is requested that their classification be reviewed. 

.. 

. 

' . . . 

. • 

2. If downgrading/declassification is agreed, please state new classification in column (g) ; otherwise insert 'Nil Change'. 
The classification/s or other marking/s considered appropriate are shown in column (f) below . . 

Serial Reference No Description, eg letter, Date of Present Proposed Revised 
report, file etc Origin Classification Classification Classification 

: 

(a) (b) (c) (d) . (e) (f) (g) . . 

SA-
r"'\ ' r/ NrMA . 

54,o>;{ v~ ·)@ .. 
:·. 

~~~y· UllJCc!J-5 . 

~ . . • . , -. • ( .. . . ... 
~ ,. . 

• . 
·- . . . . ·. . . . .. -

. j (o P) -
Date .......... / .......... / ......... . 

DEFINITlqN$ OF SECURITY CLASSIF,CATION 
• I 

. . , . 
1. TOP SECRET • 

. 
. . .. ~ 

·~~.: Official matter the unauthorised disclosure of which would cause EXCEPTIONALLY GRAVE 
·." DAMAGE to National Security. To be used with the utmost restraint . . 

L'.· 

2. 

3. 

4. 

. . . 
. ; _, ... \ .. .. 
~CRET 

. 
• 

;-. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

' 
. . • , 

RESTRICTED ... . .. 

• I . • 

~-Qfficiai mattt?_r the unauthorised disclosure of which could be expected to cause SERIOUS 
--~·:.fJAMAGE ~'? National Security. To be sparingly used. 

. _Offici\11 ."matter the unauthorised disclosure of which could be expected to cause DAMAGE 
10 National Security. Most National Security matter will merit ·classification no higher than 
CONFIDENTlAL 

, . -. 
Official matter the unauthorised disclosure of which could be HARMFUL to National Security . . . .. .. . . .. , 

NOTE: The 'privacy' or 'coverjng' marking system should be used rather than a security classification if official 
matter requires pro«tction for reasons of administrative privacy rather than National Security . 

. · . 

.. 
' . . 

PART 2 - AUTHORITY TO DOWNGRADE CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS 
To: From: . 

(}lt/CC-ffsr r p~@ .. ·. /Ji,( 
·. 

1. Please note that the document/s listed above should now be graded as shown in column (g) above. 

2. Other addressees of the document/s listed above have been informed of the revised classification. 

Date •....•. ?/q?._f.i.~ .......... . C<;: 
~iSJrlltllrf! •.•...•...••••.••.•.•••..•.•...•.•....•...........•.•. .••.•.•••••• 

J'EO¥c 
Rank/Grade .................................. . 
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••• 

TO: O.I .C./CENTRAL REGISTRY 

FROM: • • •••• • • • • ••• • • • ••• • •• • 

DOWN- GRADING OF CLASSIFIED FILE 

File No . <;~ 5~5J, 
am s atisfied that the classifie 

I herevri th has been examined and I 
papers therein - folios 

~~ ... \qJ6,) 2.) \ 

no longer warrant their original classifications . 

2 . I recomn1end, t her efore, that tl1e file be redi..tced in 
classification f rom ~e.c..r ~:\ to ~~~\,.,c.\ ed . 

Enc . 

Secretary, 
Security Reclassification Committee , 
Building 120, 
CONTRACTORS AREA. 

SUPERII\TTErIDENT 
I I 

Referred for necessarJ action. 

O.I.C. /CENTRAL REGISTRY 
I I 
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S.F .C. " i.1. /MAR. 59 .) 

SUBJECT 

\ 

\ 01 

f-: 0 T\l Fl lJ E f'lTl AL 
INTERNAL MEMORANDU M 

TO DI R3CI'OR , 
.,.,A-, c.. n ··' - ~, R "'1-·' £J .i. U .... u n...!.i~ -~ .. 1.v -

311.:LI;:, ~URY ••• 

FROM (Branch or Establishment ) 

ESi'P.BLI8F.utl · 1~t1Cl , 
d . Ao 

R.~SZARC:-~ /~i.:D D.ZV ~.LJv?i.IETTT 

- R ... 

---- -- _._ --

.... J. t~1e near f 1.. .. t v ce t'-1.e G·c., 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
YOUR FILE No. 

O UR FILE No. 

"' 2 . v . ..,.. 101 
FOR ENQUIRIES ltEFflt TO 

DATE 

8 H 

6 

~ :. ~l consider 
t ,,1e f',._1-m,•e o.,;> -'-le ·Tar"al1· -::<q ,.,.. 1 ""ov 0 · ., ,.. 1eflt r v. v .L lJ _.L -·l ·-v.,,.. . c. $ i::: • ..L • ::.. - J' ... .L .•.L 

h t- s s .:- rveC: notice t~1a·t it :1a.... .LO fu t";V:c· ~ .i:e ten 0 s for 
use of the area , a(1d. dt1r i r1g ~ _e .... - i:: st ;;:,eve;.: :.. . · 8r~:;;11s a 
Br -'-1· S'1 ,.,0Y'k 1· n,r ~ ·.,r··-·- 1r1 ... c: oe- . :-::i·1.":: ..... ea.- ..; r: c • ·L out 

....... u • - - · - ....:;. - ..Al v.... J..:. ~· .._.: '-'-"'"' v J.~<- 0 --· ~.!.. v 
V L :..vtlS tasks r-.ecs - ~,,... r b _ _Lo_" . ..., ·t:-:.e rtt1ng e i S c:.. o._:-aC: c-r re-
or·ie.i ted to ot".-_ · · _. 

I t !8 .~t will decide thr t 
t~ .-::ange : ,. .. 0::.. _ ~ .)...., ret;c .- ... eri.od. of so 11e ,/ears 
ur :;·. Q· £ ' ~: .- : ·u . .r.1ger1ents . 1eP.n tl1: t tl1e 
Cl .::::1-ti · ei _.·:nc e s·trength OJ:' :..... 'J-., v- ... o ( .... Jrii.1ar i ly 
Br t) de:Jart , . rJ.d ·the:.:· a v!il_ J .:; ._:.~ ai.:. Austrc. li n 
C [. , ;! ...,8.lll of 3 r I; ~.b G.r1·tici:pa,te6. t' ... is C~1:3.nse 

co ld o~c. ~--·,-. e.bot.~t - · ~1nl) c:.r·, 1 S67 . 

Y 0 U:C ~ ~- A C. 1 l :i.1 ..L. S S 1Fi'' 0 1 'l 
~ ..... -v 

Of ..... 1 · \risi t ~ rali110 8. J."6 _ . ., 

e Cffic€r· 
C0.11Slf .. ossible 

_ng -c a(. v .. 1n·t;; n&, Dr r e .1ent:::. ro a ~ -.o+~ 'Y'e 
--=>\J U¥ -. 

t~v Range . B~~~ d t~is 
e s t ,, b l i s _ t · . ~:t !1 or :i.. L. ' 

-· c 

VJ 

LS 'iec ... v 
to 

. "O _._ ,....,_er· . ...,, vc . .1.~ .... ' "' ' l"' - - ::.. ... .LUlJ_ Q 

r c_, - ..... -4-
c; --' V..L v 1 

SD. ' 
J r · . .,_,( .. '. .,,. .I: J 

to C: '# . 
~ 

a:i. c 
tlJ ... LI v ,,, 

co v L"Ol . 

, 
'./~:(.; 

Ol"d8ri 
i". 1 "(- -( 
.r .;! ...J_ :J './ 

•_.Led. No 

j 
ii.. 

au·· 
..:r_ t,ry v 

011 e r> s~- e\Jt - ·- J.. 

-·-.·c.cti v r.i. -
~om1el r.12 

' 
etc o, 

• 
T, ) ·ese1rt 

e.:·rort bti_t ·t:1e 1"'e is t11e !Jee a ·cc e s·t:? 
.:. a.ny cv..re·t; ·:•Jrer.· \;..,r·r·r~.'C1ge ie Ll lJ , pro .Jer 1 .... 

0f course tl:e co.:·t s of t l1e c;'.1.ret.:..ker tet' 
c:1arge to Joi 1-i:: :- ro ~ L.Ct o 

.2. need 

, a t 
- CJ Of 

' i J_J_ 

It See Q 1 o . ..: er 1 t. ,. -· o.r~ .J.h.,) · ,.., r,., 1 i· 1 ·a !...... - .... .!. J • - .. .!.. Li I.:· ~.. i::l._ • ...., 

Ar e1: , as awai rl6 t:1e ;.G c e·1 t · 2 ·to r. ro c e ed Jc o 
tl1e caretcker arra·1 ...... ·P . lJ ' sl!u ~. ~ c-0lis'ied i ;- ~ou.t11 
A ~ 1 . .., I - 1 ., ,,... . ... t . ,_, us v r a_: :-i , _,nu r o hl e -~ 2 n o :r. ~ o v.r ~ t) 11 s i a. er c l o o :.t. 
a .. :co~ o:~l that the ~ -:.. -:::ibi ..... i ty ')e _ l ;:.e;ed '~l-tl' ... _: y .:; le 
Reco 1 ic.issance Grou.1) 1...1 _ •• t . :~ . . Tf IJ-c.;. : ..... ~cee ,,.:_i; ... t·1~~ 
proposal I vvould sug._,c:;.. v t'1at i;b.e :-:;u.J::·c._...·.ciate o~ r.o.: .., • .. :-; _ c 
1\lar .... linga i n the near :u.ture ... ~ e-:;t ·.- · •. v'!Ji th t he . ·~e 

Cornmander , L t. Col . A.R. Gorc..c _"oL ..... 1 .... _ sr~;a.r_is:.:iti "' 
l ink . 

I v1oul d 8.j,J~)reci~',te .. dvi ce of yov...r vie\'v.:i o .. t: 
fo r egoing . 

, 

"'( , ;i • • 
J.1.. L _1.. - • 

) 

. ----- -

. ~ . 
.. . · • . _ j lr\L. 

' .. 
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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

llcGISTRY USE ON Y 
TO 

CHIEP ADl~IiITSTR:.TIVE OFFICER, 
l~EAPO_JS RESEARCH ~'STABLIS_HT!i~.:T , 
SAI.ISBURY, S.A. OUR fllE No 

2 . 
FROM (Branch or Establishment) FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO 

K. r.1 cKno1m BKt • 
FINANCE BRANCH 

S.f.C. 3.4.1 (8'63). C.D.O. 5150 

• 

. . 

.. 

• 
YOUR REl•'ERENCE 

• 

• 

• 

• 

SUBJECT 
J 
t 

POST OFFICE ACCOM'~ODATION I N CO~"ll\10N1!EALTH-0\'11~D AND , 
LEASED BUI1 Dil.GS. REFER:.;,.CE : :.!Y C. 31.1. 2 

OF 27TH JJ\l!UARY, 19650 
q 

vlould you kind ly advise l-1hetber the Department of Interior 
has assessed r entals for buildir1gs used by the Postmaster-General 1 s 
Department a t ~'1oomera., Woomera .vest and 1·.1a.ra.linga.. 

. 
• 

• 

• 

A/g. 

• 

~(a. s . Mcr:.TY'lE) , 
Assistant Secretary (Fin~nce) . 

• 

• 

; 

ORIGINAL PAPERS-I 

ON FIL r o /7 ;,i3{b 
'"""is::> c,~ · . 

• 

• 
. . 

• 

, I ; 

• 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

._ 

• • 

, • 
• • 

' . ...., 

' . • 

• 

• 
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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

TO 
REGISTRY USC ONl Y 

Chief Admi nistrative Officer, 
\4Jea'1ons Re search Es tablishment, 
SALI SBURY. S . A . OUR FILE No 

c.311112 
. 

FROM FOil ENQUIRIES REFER TO (Branch or E::-tablishmcn I) 
K . 1v1a r·tin. ~xt.309. 

FINANCE BRA1~CH. DATE 
I 3. ~- · It; b ~· 

s r.<. 3 ' · ' flJ'631. c o.o. 5150 

, . .. } 01.I R REF EREiVCE 
. 

• 

• 

SUBJECT 

POST OFii' ICc; ACC 01•1 ~10D.hTIOl\I I N COivu·iONlti EALTH 

Qi/Nli:D AND .LEASED BUlL IllGS . __.;------'}( 
_... 

MY REF. C.31-1-2 0¥ 27th JA~UARY, 1965. 

It would be appreciated if you would advise whether 
the Department of Interior has assessed an adequate rental 
charge for the occupancy of Suppl; buildings at Woomera and 
Woomera West and for buildings ut ilised for postal services 
at Maralinga. 

'· 

-------....... 

• 

-7 

A_, ~/ /;?cl~.___.. 
for (1 • • ~ .cK.N OvJN ) 

A/g . ASSI STANT S~CR~TARY (FINANCEl • 

• 

~. , 

j ' hJ1sl .~s6~ 
ll £Gt8Tr:1Y 

W.R. E. 

• 

' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

NAA: A6456, R029/284 

• 
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· INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

TO CHIEF ADMINISTR.t\TIVE OFFICER, 
1vEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT, 
SALISBURY. S.A. 

FROM (Brauch or E1tabll1hmeot) 

FINANCE BRANCH 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
REGISTRY USE ONLY 

OUR FILE No. 

c.311112 
fOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO 

DATE • -
S.f.C. 3 . .C. I (8163). C.D.O. S150 • 

• 

YOUR REFERENCE • 

SUBJECT 

POST OFFICE ACCOl'1MODATION IN COM110N1VEALTH 
OWNED AND LEASED BUILDINGS 

In December last, we received a communication from 
·the Commonwealth Treasury in regard to a Cabinet direction that 
the Post Office, as a business undertaking, \-1as to bear the 
full commercial cost of providing Post Office services. 

The extract from that communication is as follows:-

"We realise that difficulties may arise in assessing 
rents acceptable to both the Post Office and yourselves. 
Ho'\Jtever, subj ect to this aspect '"'e propose that rental 
and other costs be charged as from the lst Jul) ... , 1965." 

Will you please arrange \·Tith Departn1ent of the Interior 
to advise what would be an adequate rental charge to the Post 
Office for its occupahcy of Department of Supply buildings at 
Woomera and Woomera West and for the building/s utilised for 
postal services at ¥..lB.ralinga. 

• 

A/G. 

~.,,_.,-__,,-.-' 

(R. S. ~fcINTYRE) 
ASS STANT SECRETARY (FINANCE). 

0 iGINAL PAP S 

0 FILE o.773/8 

,. 

' 
• 

I 

• 

• 

• 
, 

• 

. ' 
National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 

-



National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 



• • 

. . 

• 

• 

TELEPHONE: 32 0261 

TELEGRAMS: 
"~UPDEP." MELBOURNE. 

POS DRESS: BOX 2288 U . 
G . . , MELBOURNE. 

Hond of Statr, 
~:DtR .. s .s. 

COMMONWEAl-TH Of' AUSTRALIA 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

• 

• 

• 

' 
In Rtpl1 6012/1 /1 ~~ 

Quok: 4'~ 

330 SWANSTON STREET, 

MELBOURNE, C. t, 

t.fl~TEOI~OLOGICAl, SERVICES - ?-1ARitLINQA & GILES 

The Metco1"olo1~1cnl stations •'lt 1.-iaralinea and 
Giles wore established i nitially to provide data required 
in connection v1th t he U.K. Atomic Tests in Australia. -
vJhilst tha::;o t c2;t :; :lro no longer conducted the two stations 
ra!~ain op~rn.t tvc} pr.Jvi~t t~g 1nf or m--...t1on needed by Woomera and 
supplementing t ho overall Mctooroloe i oal Bureau system. In 
addition they havo special npplicntion to aircraft required 
to operate into or from eithor location. 

In or:1e.L• t o r educe expenditures soma thought has 
been given to tl1e pos~1b1lity or clos 1nc either the ?·iaralinga 
or the Gilcg statjonr. t le fcr reer f or part or each year, the 
la.tt c~r pos ..,ib l~- Ot'>r:rplat ol y . Hoti4evor, correspondence on tho 
stlh j cct makos 1·t clear tl1at the needs or the u.K., or.w.R.E., 
and of the Mctcoroloeical Bureau, cannot be determined in- · 
dependently, but could probably be resolved by holding a 
mooting or intor estad pnrtios to assess these needs including 
tho division of costs, manpower and equipment • 

. 
It ia theretora propoted that at a date to be 

determined, but not earlier than mid - Fobruary 1964 -
representatives or the following should meot in Melbourne to 
disouss tho whol e quoFit 1on : -

Dr 1 ti~h D~fencc Research Supply Staff 
liesa,-irct1 & Development Branch 

· \'Jeapons I\e ~o~rch E::;t:ibliohment 
Burenu oi' l;Iot oorology 

• 

AttachGd for 1ni*ormnt1on i s a copy or a memorandum 
from the Director, Bureau or Mateoroloey, and the comments or 
Director, W .R . ~ . · . . 

· Will you k1ndly~om1natc A r epr esent ative who may 
be contacted d 1rect t·rh~n t. c dat.e or the meeting is f i~m • 

·· tor (J.L. 

c.c. Director 
W.R.E. 
Salisbury 

Your 

ORIGINAL PAPE 
ON fZ RS 

, •.• "" ILE Ne ~~qq/1 /' 

23 ().. "ot 

A· , '! -·' -! t" ~\_ 
file SA5399/1/1 refers 

·for (J .L. KNOTT) 
p e c r e t a r x 

National Archives of Australia .• 



• . . 

• 

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 



I 

• • 

• 

. 

.. 

• 
• 

• 

. . 

,• . 

• 

U;~~CLA881FIED 

• 

CilIT3F SCIE'N'J.'IS'l' . 

SA5399/1/1 

\ 

) 

• 

a?EArO}iS RESEARCII ESTABLISITMERT 
n.w. Dom7oll, x101 

13th Decomber, 1963. 
• • 

GILES l.U!.'"TECROLOGICAL STATION 

1K . . 
- "2... "l. 

Tho letter rroo:i the4 irector of ?.lotoorolo.;y nttachod 
to your memorandum oi' tt.o 26th November very adoquntoly 01xmo up 
tl10 vcluo or Gilco ~:J for as tho Ectnbliohmcnt ia concornod, 
and I rrould merely liko to add tlh~t tho wo~ther factor which 
t;ould ncroally }Jr cvcnt trials boing carried out nt ',Yoomera. io 
tho proaonce or oloud, ~nd that the most offoctivo mothod. of 
forocnctin,:; tbio in through the radio some rnoaourcmenta made 
nt Ciloa and ~~ralill[Stl• 

I .. ,ould feel that Giloo ia n ncccosa...-y adjunct both 
to tha Co:m.1onr;onl th t!eteorolocical Servico and to ourool ves 
and tho ttrl)U":lont +o~lly r evolvoo a.round tl10 question of the 
allocntion of contG. 

In thin r or;nrd on a rocont inopoction or Gtleo it 
n~o vary app~.rcnt that the teohnic~l support or Giles in 
cocrnunica ~icnn • nc.visational nids rutd wincl rirldine rtldar could 
moro appropr i ntoly coma :Crom the Et;tablialll'Dont whcreaa rndio 
sond.oa should rcr10.in a tcchnionl rooponsibili ty of the 
metoorolo[;iC{l.l offico. The appropriate divizion of coat could 
well bo that the J.P. could be rosponoiblo ror tho ganoral 
administrative GUpport and technical provicion and support ·in 
tho fioldo montionod cbovo, while the ~atoorolot;ical office 
provido staff and all radio soncle equipment • 
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S.F.C. 3.A. I. IMAR. 59.) 

.O.O. 28.SS 

' INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

.. 

TO DIRECTOR 
vlEAPOI~S RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT 
SA:SIGBURY. S.A. 

FROM (Branch or Establishment) 

RESEARCH .AND DEVELOPMElfr 

YOUR Fil£ Ho. 

OUR FILE Ho. 

6012/1/l 
FOR ENQUIRIES REff.R TO 

SUBJECT 

. . . 

• • 

• 
• 

. . 
• • 

• 

• 

GILES l,1ETF.OROI.OG IC AL STATION 

~' 
~ 

On 3l st October t he Director of the Bureau 
of £.1eteorol·ogy 1·1as r equested to comment on the effects 
of closure o7 Gile s Met eorological Station, should this 
action be taken a s an economy measure . A copy of the 
memorandum was r efer red to you for comment. 

Attached is B. copy of a reply received from · 
the Bureau of Meteorology, which indicates t hat in 
the opinion of the Bureau Giles is of considerable 
i mportance. . 

. I should like to have your comments as soon 
as possible on this matter, especially in relation to · 
the need for retention of Giles for Joint Project 'vrork, 
and the possible value for this purpose of the present 
meteorological f1.cil i t.y at 1'-Iaral i nga • 

. . ' . .. 
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. . I 

. . 
• . . .. . . • . . . 
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Cu?·1·.0:~. ~.:, l> 'rI1 BURE,\.U OF 11.ETEOROLOGY . 

P. O. BOX 1289 K 
MELBOURNE, C.1. 

18th November, 1963 

Socretary , 
Department of Supply, 
Box 2288u , G.P.o., 
~1 f~LBOU1tNE 

GILES 11ETEOROLOGICAL STATION 

Your 6012/155 of 31.10.63 refers 

When Giles meteorological ~tation was established , 
the st~tement w~s made in Department of Supply Weapons 
Research Estab lishment General Administrative Orders for 
the st~tion thqt it is a key observatory for the 
advancetnent of meteorology not only in Australia but in · 
the southern hemisphere . 

2. Experience ha s sho,·in that the stat ion is 
extremely valuable for general meteorological purposes 
and virtually essential for the provision of meteorological 
service at ~Joomer:i . From both points of view the closure 
of Giles would be extr emely unfortunate . 

3. Considering t he r equirement of Woomera alone , 
the meteorologica l component in the success of trials is 
the ability to forecast with a high degree of accuracy : 

(a ) cloud cover and precipitation over an 
area of 100 miles square, 

(b) wind speed and direction to a height of 
a t l east 100,000 feet • 

4. You nre familiar ~1ith the highly specialised 
and detail ed programme of meteorolo gical ob servations 
which is conducted qt Woomer a to obtain an accurate 
pi cture of exi~t ing weather conditions there . It is 
equ-illy import~nt to be av1are of changes which are 
approaching from the west and northwest to forecast 
f uture conditions. 

5. Gi l es at approximately 25°s latitude is located 
ne~r the core of the sub-tropical jet stream and fills a 
l ar ge gap in the el ectronic upper air observing network 
bet~·een Woomera and stntions on the southwest, west and 
north west coasts of the continent. 

6. Giles is therefore a par ticularly valuable place 
a t ~iliich to ob~crve fluctuations in the strength of the 
jet stream and to detect changes in the moisture content 
of a ir mr:i sses ,o,r ing to,·rards 1.-4oomer a from the west and 
northwest . Rece11t discuss ions with Officer in Charge , 
Meteorological Office Woomera , a few days before the 
receipt of your letter have demonstrated very vividly the 
importance of Giles as far as Woomera is concerned. 

2/-

• 

• 

National Archives of Australia 
•"' , 
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7. Gi les observat ions ar e also of national 
i mportance for: 

(a ) fire we~ther warnings in the southern 
c .l- .i.. 01..a1..es . 

(b) f l ood , .. ra rnings in the southern and eastern 
States . 

• (c) gener a l forecasting • 

8. For provislor ·.')f r.:.cteorological service at 
~oonera and in the n1t ional inter est generally, it is 
therefore mo st important tha t Giles be reta ined • 

• 

• 

' 

. 
• 

• 

(Sgd.) W.J. Gibbs 

. 
( \·J .J. GIBBS) 

Director of Meteorology 

• 

•• • r I 

' ' • 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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SOP&RINrElIDEilr, 6 
WOClmRA. 

CHAPIAil'S FCR MARALING! 

• 

• 
I 

A.773/1/15 

T.J.Woolcoclc, X.132 

18th October, 1963. 

The following comm11n1 cation has been received from Assistant 
Secretary, Research and Developnent, and is torwarded for your information 
pending further advice from the Chaplain-General of the Al1stral1an Military 
Forces: 

"At the 17th Meeting of the Board of M=inagement for 
Atomic Weapons '.rests, the Range Comander, l-hralinga, expi•essed 
concern at the lack of personal continuity in the attendance or 
Protestant Chaplains at the Range. Under the existing system 
of aup~ing Chaplains, in 8 months 11 d1f£erent Protestant 
Chaplains visited the Range, most being there on oncy one or 
tvo occasions. Colonel Henderson also said that arrangements 
for the balance of this year will leave 4 wekends between mid­
September and Christmas during vhich the Range will be vithout 
a Protestant Chaplain. 

It vas suggested to the neeting that some greater 
cont:lnuity might be ach1 eved if' the Chaplains at Woomera take 
some measure of responsibility for l1a.ral1nga, Md ~he Chap1a1n­
General of the A11strslian Military ~orces was requested to teke 
this suggestion up with the Committee of Chaplains." 

• c 
CHmF AIMrNISTRATIVE OF'FICER. 
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S.F C. J ,4.1. fMAR. 59.) 

C.D.O. 2855 
INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

SUBJEC'P 

TO YOUR FILE No. 

DIRECTOR, 
OUR FILE No. 

• 
WEAPON:> RESEARCH ESTABLISID~NT, 
SALISBURY. S .A • 6012-1-18 

FROM (Branch or Establishment) FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPl-iENT DATE 

CHAPLAINS FOR MARALINGA 

'' At the 17th Meeting of the Board of 
Management for Atomic Weapons Tests, the Range 
Commander, Maralinga, expressed concern at the lack 
of personal continuity in the attendance of Protestant 
Chaplains at the Range. Under the existing system 
of supplying Chaplains1 in 8 months 11 different 
Protestant Chaplains visited the Range, most being 
there on only one or t\'10 occasions. Colonel Henderson 
also said that arrangements for the balance of this 
year will leave 4 weekends between mid-September and 
Christmas during which the Range will be without a 
Protestant Chaplain. 

It was suggested to the meeting that 
some greater continuity might be achieved if the 
Chaplains at Woomera take some measure of responsibility 
for Maralinga and tl1e Chaplain-General of the 
Australian 1'ui1 tary Forces was requested to take this 
suggestion'up with the Committee of Chaplains. 

l , 

The foregoing is referred for information -
no reply has yet been received from the Chaplain-General. 

ssistant Secretary, 
I EARCH A!ID DEVELOP1"1ENT 

r 0 

-
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S.f.C. 3.4.I. (MAR. 59.I 
' - '.\, 2155. 

SUBJE<:T 

• 

CONFlDEN_i_ll\L 
INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

TO 
DIRECTOR, 
WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT, 
SALISBURY. S.A. . 

FROM (Branch or E.,1ablish1ncnt) 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. 

DEPARTMENT o:: SUPPLY 
YOUil FILE No. 

OUR FILE No. 

FOR ENQUl~IES REFER TO 

DATE 

ORIGINAL P PERS 

. 0 FILE MARALINGA PUBLICITY 

Ministry of Aviation Headquarters have 
drawn the attention o; U.K.D.R.s.s. to correspondence 
between your establishment and C.J.B. (Constructors 
John Brown Limited) on the subject of photographs of 
Maralinga. Ministry of Aviation have 1'1ithheld release 

,~ of the photographs pending Australian agreementb 

As you are aware, Mar alinga is still an· 
extremely sensitive subject politicallyo Both tl1e 
Prime Minister's and Exter nal Affairs Departments 
quite recently have declined to permit some relaxation 
of the publicity ban imposed on activities at Maralingao 
The attitude tal{en \vas t:tiat nothir..g shoulc1 be done 
't-Thich might drav1 attention to ~:a1--alinga, even thouf;h 
no nuclear testing has taken place there since 19570 

The proposal for relerrse of the photographs 
selected by ~·J .R.E. and cleared 'b~,. 1·fro Byatt \•!as referred 
to the Prime l1inister' s Departn1s.:.t for guidance o The 
Prime l1inister 1 s Department has i!.O\·: :""U.:eci. tl1at from the 
point of view of the Austral ian Gove~.J.ment there would 
be no advantage and some risk invol vec.. ::.~ .... ·ci1e l""equest 
from Constructors John Brown Limited v1e:.:e to be agreed 
to, and the request should be rejected. This rejection 
is consistent with a policy establ ished in 1962. 

It is unfortunate that the firm has been 
given the impression that, subject only to clearance by 
the United Kingdom, photographs of Maraiinga may be used 
in their brochureo All matters relating to l·faralinga 
and involving the release of information held by 
Australian agencies is subject to appr0va: of ustralian 
authorities through the medium of the Boa_ ... ~ o: ~·fanagement 
for Atomic Weapons Tests. It is apprec~a~ea th~t your 
officers have acted in good faith in co:·_·e-spondir1g \Tit:~ 
the Company but it is pointed out that ti1is .na"'vter should 
have been referred in the first instance ~o this office. 
vlould you please ensure that Staff vrho may be called 
upon to take action in relation to Viaralinga are rerainded 
that the responsibility for Maralinga rests with the 
Board of Management for Atomic Weapons Tests and the 
Range Commander, Maral inga, in so far as matters affe·t~~g 
Australia are concerned. 

ACTING 

~-.:Y 
~;t 

""' ~ 
I ~ NAA: A6456, R029/284 
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T Ei:-EPHONE: 32 026\ 

, TELEGRAMS: 

• 

" : 'PDEP." MEL.BOURNE, 

POSTA >DRESS: BOX 2288 U. 

G.P ,EL.BOURNE. In Reply 60 ~-1 "" ~ 7 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Q r o. ••H 

COMMONWEALTH OF' AUSTRALIA 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

Read ot start, 
JI •!C ,D ,n , ~t § • 

f 

.. 

M4RALII~GA PUBLICITY 

Qv.ofe: - _ 

339 SWA NSTON ST REET, 

MELBOURNE. C. 1 • 

' . ~ ( f J LI I l .. fij 

• • • 

You will recall t hat during April 
u .R. E. forwarded to ~..r . K.G. ~loodt ·tlrt-istry of 
Aviation, Gt·l(A)!), seven photograI>hS of va ious :t-"1- ~ 
stallations at Mare.linea. ~hose pl1otogruphe \Jol~o 
for use, if approved, by t he U.K. firm Constructors 
John Brolm Limited in a Company brochu1 .. 00 As a 
reSUlt of conc0rn exp1--essod by your Hee... {_U~ t~ers in 
tho U .K. the Secr etary of t he Board of· .~..o.gemant 
for Atomic tieapons Tests 'ttas asked to examine and 
ad\rJ.sG on the propriety or publi shi.i.1.g tLe photog ... •apl1s. 

In vietr of recent experience in the matte .. 
of publici ty r Gla:i;ing to ac·l#iv""i·tiOS at lJf.a~aline;a. it 
vas thought advisable t o clear tr1th the Prime l-1in1ster ' s 
Department the question of l:-hether photographs of 
l-io.ralillga. should be r el eased,, even thougi1 the photog 'aphs 

· t hemselves wouJ.d not relate to curr ent activities at 
the Rango. It 't·ras thougl1t the.·... shoulcl a1Jprovru. ·to the 
use or tha photog:;.~aphs be giv n, it migl1t be advisable 
to insist on the inclus1on i n the Company broel1ure of 
selected t1ord1ng to ensure t hat no ir!lpr ossion 't1as 

· g1vcri that the t<Jorlt i l lustrated ,.ras or r ecent date. 

f 

• 

Tl1e approa.ch to the Prima Minister• G Dopart man'"C l 7as 
thorofore mnde on t he above basis • 

• 

Tho Prima ?fi.nister• s Depart ment, in con­
sul. tation 'tTith tho Department of Def ence , have noi-1 
advised that from t he point of vie11 of the A .. J.stralian 
Government there would ba no advru.1· ... n,.,e :znd some risk 
involved j ,f 'Cho request from C0.11.Str·uc vOr s John Brm·m. 
Limited were t o bo agreed to. Rejection or che request 
on thooe lines is consisten .. ~ "<ri·ch a ... -011.cy establ1s!1ed 
in 1962 in r elation to publication o~ ~tems of interest 
r elating to Maralingn, in SerVice magazines and papars. 

I $hOUld bo glad t11er$f oro ii: you trcrJJ..d 
i nform M.o.A. Hand.quart er s that the comp~' s r equest 
cannot be approved. · 

• 

Director . 
vleapons ~esearch Establishment, 
SALISBUfi:{o S.A • 

_ lFlDENTJ At .. 
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60-0261 Ext.559 
TELEPHONE:X~ 

TELEGRAMS: 

"SUPDEP.'' MELBOURNE. 

POST A 

G.P. 
CRESS: BOX 2288 U. 

.BOURNE. 
'" Repl7 

Quow. 2>+911 5'2/78 
AWBsl>iH COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

339 SWANSTON STREET. 

MELBOURNE. C. 1. 

2 

The Secretary, 
Board ot Management, 
Atomic eapons Test, 
339 Swanston Street i 
l-1FJL .URNE, 

Rf C":f~ \I J:" 
1 JUt\ 62 

REG1 

W 11' 

/') ... 

Claim by Dr. A.J. Buchan 
of Maralinga for a fee 

..,. 
• • 

Mr. P. Farrington, tchenman at Maralinga, lodged 
a claim for compensation in respect of caustic soda splash in 
eye which occurred at ork • 

r. A.J. Buchan, R ge edical Of ficer, Village 
Hospital, Mar al1nga, furnished a r eport in which he recommended 
that Mr. arrington should be referred to an Eye Specialist. 
Dr. Buchan added - "?-1y fee tor this service .ls £2/2/-''. 

It is understood that Dr. Buchan is acting as locum 
tenens f or the regular Medical Officer and is being paid a ree 
by the Commonwealth for the period that he will be employed ~t 
Maralinga. 

e have not had a claim of this nature previously 
and your advice would therefore be appreciated whether Dr. 
Buchan is entitled to claim a separate fee ~or supplying an 
official report in a compensation case. 

C. D.O. 213S Pl71 

\~ 
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All communications should be 
addressed to : 

HE DEPlTTY COMMONWEALTH STATl!TJCIAN, 
Box 14331, G .P.0., ADELAIDE 

TELEPHONE : 83 6911 

.... 
' 

~' ... ~ . . .. ..... . .... -.~ . 
I • .. .. ~ • .. .;,. :. .. -

j , • • - • • 

COMMONWEALlH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISl1CS 

In reply quote No. AWR.z EJE 

Chief Administrative Offioer, 
Dept . of Supply, 
Weapons R~search E~tabliehment, 
SALISBURY. SOUTH AUS. 

Dear Sir, 

E10HTH F1om, 
DA ConA Bun..oiNo, 

68 GUNP1U.. Snm, 
Anm "!DI 

3rd April 1962 

CEN&JS 19611 AREAS OF NON-MUNICIPAL Tons 

I have received a request from the Commonwealth Statistician, Canberra, 
for details of the area of the towns of Woomera-Maralinga for the purpose of 
preparing density tables for the 1961 Census. 

From Sl. town plan of Yloomera obtained at the 1954 Census an estimate o~ 
1.20 square miles was made. However, no maps are available of the town area 
of Maralinga to enable that area to be measured. 

~ould you please advise me whether figures of the areas of the two town 
are available. The result, as for all Census data on the towns, would be 
published only as a combined figure . 

.. 

RGI L r- .... 

O N Ftl E 0. ?/~ i 'Si 

National Archives of Australia 

Yours faithfully, 
;p ....,_ 

, Y' Ji~ Q_.. -G.. • - .,,...--

-
' . ---

(D.L.J. Aitchison ) 
•• ~ ... H.:;loJrNEA.IlrH S'fA.TlffilICIAN 

\~ J 1 <r;J-J, 

·y~ A 
.) RECEIVf) 
· -( 

1 9 APR IQ62 
\ 

RE ( t • 

vv .... 
' 
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All communications should be 
.af.t' addressed to : 

• · THI! DEPUTY CoMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN, 
Box 1433J, 0.P.0., ADELAIDE 

-
.... . 

, .. · -' ,... ... . 
·~ ......... .. ' 

. ' .. .... ~ " 
'~ . • .. .. _ 
I'',-~ • TELEPHONE: 83 69 J J 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 

In reply quote No. AWRi EJE 

Chief Administrative Officer, 
Dept . of Supply, 
Weapons ~esearch E~tablishment, 
SALISBURY. SOUTH AUS. 

Dear Sir, 

EloHTH FLOOa, 
DA ColrA .Bun.DINO, 

68 OUNJ1ELL STUBT, 
.4fWI AJD! 

3rd April 1962 

CENSUS 1961 i AREAS OF NON-MUNICIPAL TOWNS 

I have received a request from the Commonwealth Statistician, Canberra, 
for detai-1 s of the area of the towns of Woom~ra-Maralinga for the purpose of 
preparirl8 density tables for the 1961 Census. 

From ~ town plan of Woomera obtained at the 1954 Census an estimate of 
1.20 square miles was made. However, no maps are available of the town area 
of Maralinga to enable that area to be measured. 

~ould you please advise me whether figures of the areas of the two townv 
are availabl e. The result, as for all Census data on the towns, would be 
published only as a combined figllre . 

'• 

. . 
: ;. - )~1' iCd "f .t L ?ti:PE~ 

I -'~ 

~. ~ ~N-F ~:_: ~d ''~I i ,_ I 

' 

Yours faithfully, 

-~ -,/ . _, ' 

-~ J;~Q.-..ci. - .,,.,-- - ... 

---- . .. -.. 

(~.L . J . Aitchison) 
.. ~' ·;,' ~.i \)Ii1NF.AllrH STATlfillICIAN 

.J 
I 

F. f ( I · 

'w\; ' I ' 
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* Fol:o(~ ) •••• 1..4 .. ....... .. ~.~ ·•• 
* ..!I!-0 /From •• • IJ.. ~ P. .1. ~ .~ .. .. , , .. , , o ••••••••••••••••••••• • •• • • •• 

··· ·· ····················· · · ~·,·~· ························· · 

Ref er ence No • • l. ,l},l)/f/t:lr ..... Date ••• ~ ./.~.~ . •• •• • • • 

Subj eot •••• l.~;J•~••b.~.:.V.-~~.1.~ 
...•.. .•..•..•..• ~~ ....... : ~ ••..•...•..••...•.... .... 

* Has/~e been transferred to Fi le . ~.~['.~~::l.: .'/ •••••••.••. 

* Cross out which is not applicable. 

CR:2552 
14th November , 1961 
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The Controller, 
Weapons Research Edtablisbment, 
SALIS:BOJtr 1 

South Australia.. 

Bax 1424H, G.P.O. Adelaide. 

MARALINGA RANGE SUPPORT UNIT, 
MARALINGA, 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

r 

MAR/l 7 6/P4. 

/tJ Jul 61 

.. If, 

--------
PROVISION OF GRASS AND TREES FOR MARA.LINGA 

7· 
Reference yoo.r SA 5311 of 22 Jun 61. 

1. It is advised that a satisfactory substitute far l~ew Zealand l4oss 
Lawn baa now been planted, a.nd the Salt Water Paspa.lum suggested will not 
now be required. 

2. It is advised also, that the trees requested have now been received. 

' 

National Archives of Australia 

Major, 
Officer. 
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UI
1
CJ.,I\ SS PRIORITY SA 53 t 

FRor : MURPJN FACILITIES ry-[APOI~S 
• 

TO : ALLA? SUPPLY OFFICER ROCRAI~ 

J.R.E. llAS AGREED TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO 11ARAL!NGA RANGE UPPORT 

ill IT A TOTAL OF 8-2 < EIGHTY >TUO TREES EX THE AR ORETUM tlOOMERA 

OR AREA BEAUTIFICATION AT MARALINGA. HOULD You PLEASE ARRA 'GE 

THEIR DESPATCH TO MARALINGA A.S.A.P. 

TREES SHOULD FE ADDRESSED TO RAJIGE COMMANDER MARl\LINGA VIA 
• 

UATsor ATT ~ R. s. M.. MARTIN. DEPT OF WORKS ABORICULTUR!ST WILL 

REQUIRE 24 <THENTYFOUR> HOURS NOTICE BEFORE DESPATCH TO ENABLE 
....... 

HI11 TO SUITABLY PACK TREES FOR TRANSPORT TOMARALI GA. 

TREES MAY BE DESPATCHED IN TWO OR THREE BATCHES AS MO T CO VENIEf T. 

PLEASE ADVISE R. s. M. ~lARALII GA DY TELETYPE OR TELECOM WHE' EACH 

PATCH IS BEI?G DESPATCHED. 

TIME SALS 1034 21.6.61 SS. 

• 

• 
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22 JUN196f 

Reftnna;• u 1lo ,._. Hrl.r/116/WSL or lOth Ill.Nb, 1961. 

2. Oa 1119 ci••Uoa o'l tbl •uita-tli"V o'l a ..... 1&1wn u • lev 
leal•nl llo•• Java" an- pl•t:'na ill tbt llaraliap Aran, 1119 Dl,ar111•t 
of '111ta •ber.leultmal:lat h•• repl.1•4 u reuewa a-

"!be ••• lael•nl r1 •• Java" be• not bean "'1•4 b•1• at woe .... 
...._ ef U.lrttul np1rta Ao• A4ela1M. It ia •UJ to11bt~ 
U 'tlail Mo•• wul.4 Mll'Yiw at llarali.p - ftz •'17, b111uae o'l 
eU..Ue 1n':lUcas • ., •••cm"1't •Ill •a•t ~t, •t• 
•nll'• It ta 'belin•• U.t +Jae •tar nppJ.7 oon.W. a b'lh 
)991oan-.. or •al t." 

J. It 1• 11lw•~re Ja&1S•t1t, aat a P98• lmova u •alt •ter 
1'18plll• ... 1rie4. Oa ... an Oetober, 1959, ... 1'ollov1-g tntoz ·tun 
wa reo11Ye4 A\»• tt· Dlnete of tta Acl9la:lde lloteaie GarMu 1-

•••• 1u•z1ra mo\114 be p1"•tal -..sate~ in ..- tile -
1•7 .. eoaa PM• rwn a• pl•d ... •1111 appnximatel7 •• 
- a1•tano• a,.n. Aa llOOll u 1a:v11 •n••r• a licht he•U. 
d hl,.._te o'l .... ,. oea 'M appliel, .., at illte'nl• o'l 4 1ID 
6 w1a •:lailar clre .. I•• o•n be glnn 4l1riJll 1119 powtnc a1·ao., 
(S.,._•1r to April). !Ilia pua :Le mt tn.pt nai8'•t, mt 
ita az••t IMlyaatep o•w •ri lm _..... u :la tta• not tll&t 
it ¥111 thrift *9B •tezel With eoa)Uati.WJ.7 la'p •lial •tere 
i. ta.o.._ •ter miclb 1• ai.n bnokilll Will in ao _, atteet 
1t. At lt••b''>• ••• w haw 1b1• ..... povtna. w.ter ..,..,_ 
1P'1•'• a 'Nl7 llilla ... , •• ot wlt he• in m vs.r laarm4 :lt. 
l••I o'l thia IA mt aw11-ne, 1b••1bre, it 1a puva tio• NOta 
or i''"Ptr.. fheaa Wft olnainable Ao• M.:r. lfodp 6 lo.. OiJ.Mrt 
Sae•t, A4ela14e. It Plantlllg ot tbu gaaa •• ba d•l-'9•4 uUl 
S.pt1aber, nota oould 1le aupplJ.el fr• tb• ArboreW., Voo••n. • 

4. Supplt•• of •zl t •wr l'Upa11111 •• lie aappllecl in rooted ~I'll 
:ti'o• Voollna it rou are pre)lllft4 to 'P:lt at:ll Saptaabar. Jturtber, it 
:18 alao •••iret to oonftm that a ~tiler 6 (•ix) 4oun tree• u r11••'•ll 
in your Mar/1?6/aL will be .... a..atlabl• a Ui• Arbon"- Woo•ra. 

5• TM Sappq Ottia1r, V.R.B. Woea1n., ha• be• r1queatal "to aneap 
1br tba leapi'\Cib ot aJl 82 (•iib...,..tw) a11a req111at14 aa aoon aa JO•dlala, 
aal lllht•• a.s.M. 11ara11...- ••• they are to be •••Jlltoh•4. 

It u augeatea t1Me1bre, ~r :tcat.ber proa••• re11rta on the 
o'l the •boY• ueae, you ooataet 11r. J. Al.lea, Sapp~ Ottloer, 
Woo•11' • 41.r••"-

1. WouU rou .iao adYia• 1t wppll•• of the raeta4 ton ot a.it lliater 
Jlaqalum are 11i.17 to bi requt 1 1I la lelf'•ber, •DI! i1 •• tll• q-Utr 
likelJ' 1e lae req119at11. 

W. GlB~EP 
(B.!. Joztoa) 

DBMJ COITJIOwm,/ PJi,ANJI!i 

IV 
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The Controller, 

MARALINGA RANGE SUPPORT UNIT, 
MARALINGA, 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

MAR/176/Wel. 

tJ2f Apr 61 

Weapons Research Establishment, 
SALISBURY, 
South Australia. 

PROVISION OF TREES FOR }1ARALINGA 

1. Approval is requested for t h e provision from WOOMERA of 
six (6) dozen trees. 

2. WOOMERA have been advised by telephone, of the types of 
trees required and advise that these are available • 

...,....,. .J.£., .: Major, 
Senior Administra ive Officer. 

' 

II 

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 
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TELEGRAMS • COMWORKS 
TELEPHONE : 83 69 

~ 
f O 

In l\eply Pluse Quote 

The Controller, 

61/65.9 ........... .. 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

DEPARTMENT OF WORKS, 

DA COSTA BUILDING, 68 GRENFELL STREET 

BOX 1'421 H, G.P.O., ADELAIDE, S.A. 

14th April, 1961 . 

~leapons Research Establishment, 
Box 1424H, G.P.o., 
ADELAIDE 

MARALINGA VILLAGE : SUPPLY OF TREES FROM WOOMERA 

Reference your SA. 5311/ 
- - - .... 

Forwarded herewith is an eYtract of a letter from the Project Officer 
which fully covers your letter SA. 531 1. 

It is understood that Mr. Murphy, W.R.E., will arrange through 
• Mr. Jack Allan, W.R.E. Woomera, to pick up the trees . It is presumed, 

therefore , that you can arrange for 24 hours ' notice of picking up the trees . 

The Salt Water Paspalum can be supplied in rooted form from Woomera 
if you are prepared to wait until September. 

R ':" ·'"' - ' . ·-
'v ~ l f' 0 

17 APR1961 
REGISTRY 

.R.E. 

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 
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EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM PROJECT OFFICER 

"(a) On twenty- four (24) hours notice from W.R.E. that plants will be 
required, they can be made ready and packed for onward despatch. 

(b) The New Zealand Moss Lawn has not been tried here at Woomera because. 
of doubtful reports from Adelaide . It is very doubtful if this Moss 
would survive at Maralinga - firstly because of the climatic 
conditions, and secondly and most important, water supply. It is 
believed that the water supply contains a high percentage of salt. 

It is therefore suggested that a grass known as Salt Water Paspalum 
be tried . On 21st . October 1959 the following information was 
received from Director of Adelaide Botanic Gardens:-

"These runners should be planted immediately in much the same way 
as couch grass runners are planted and approximately the same 
distance apart . As soon as growth appears a light dressing of 
sulphate of ammonia can be applied, and at intervals of 4 - 6 
weeks similar dressings can be given during the growing season, 
(September to April) . This grass is not drought resistant but its 
great advantage over most lawn grasses is in the fact that it will 
thrive when watered with comparatively high saline water. In fact , 
water which is almost brackish will in no way affect it . At 
Stansbury where we have this grass growing , water containing a very 
high degree of salt has in no way harmed it" • 

Seed of this is not available, therefore it is grovm from roots or 
runners. These were obtainable from M.F. Hodge and Son, Gilbert Street, 
City. If the planting of this grass can be delayed unt~l September, 
roots could be supplied from the Arboretum, Woomera . " 

NAA: A6456, R029/284 
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S/:5311 

2. 
to you 

• 

•1.11 e a patched b,7 ... a,. 

~or ya:ir ttention t l t11>0 
g1v • 

DoJ[)nl''tlnEmt of orlaJ 
n].·-----

on ult 

1r r 
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~ 
MARALINGA RANGE SUPPORT UNIT. 

MARALINGA, 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

l:AR/176/\RL. 

/0 I1ar 61 

Tl1e Controller, 
\·Jeapo11s Rcsea1 ... ch Establishlnent, 
SALISBlTRY, 
South Australia . 

AREA BEAUTIFICATI01J' - 1 ~RALI1~GA VILLAGE 

1. Provision is l"'equosted from 1:!00IIBRA or tt·1enty 
(20) tree plants for a1.,ea beautification at ARALirrGA . 

2 . Leaf samples of t1vo ( 2) tyne s of tree 01"'igi11al ly 
procured from 1!001JERA and t1ow c;ro1·1ine successflllly in this 
area have been forv1ardod to the IIead Garc e11er at l"1'0011ERA, 
11ho advises that orders must be p lacecl throi.1gl1 tl1e Department 
of 1·lorks Liaison Officer at 11. R. E . SAJ.1ISBURY. 

3 . Advice is 1,,equested also on the suital)ility of a 
grass lmowr1 as tt1re1v Zealancl l'Ioss Lavm" for plat1ttnc; in this 
area • 

• 

~tc.""4;,,,,~~olonel , 
Range fc-ori.rnander • 

• 

f •NOEXC!O J 
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TELEPHONE: 32 0281 

TELEGRAMS: 

• 

.. 
POS 

EP.'' MELBOURNE. 

obRESS: BOX 2288 U. ln Reply 
Quoce: 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

Controller, 
Weapons Research Establishment, 
SALISBURY, S,A, 

R.242/5/7 

339 SWANSTON STREET. 

MELBOURNE. C, t. 

23rd November, 1960. 

Following discussions with United Kingdom 
officials who visited Australia recently, consider­
ation is being given to a number of aspects 
concerning Maralinga which will be advised at a 
later stage. 

Meanwhile, it has been decided to recreate 
the position of Chief Executive Officer, and 
Mr, D. Syme (Secretary, U.K,D.R. s .s.) will act on 
behalf or the Board, in this capacity. 

• 

L, KNOTT) 
S e c r e t a r y, 

NAA: A6456~·'R029/284 
.._--------------------~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

National Archives of Australia 



.. 
I 

' r • 

National Archives of Australia 

. . 
' 

• 

' 

NAA: A6456, R029/284 



UNCLASSIFIED • 

ASSIST.Aft Sl'CDTill', 

IUl'BCI llD 724/2/1 
--

. '. Ill 

B. P • 

Al....._ it 1• .Untoo4 tb•t the ~utNliaa S.1vioea 
98* hr11 at mu.Ii- 1• r11alrad te ••et coau no~l.7 applicable 
te a •11111 eai&\11.._.•'• DO oon ot the qrs1•1D't with the Ualted 
........_ .. t~r1t1•• b•• •••• raa11Ye4 at 1.1.B. 

l•••••r1 etne1 \lw t·aaptloa of \he pro~sct debit• baYs 
•••• ~ ... , •• , ,._ three &1'18 of the Aua,ralian Se1vioe• tor 
•U- *11• l••nd., •niosa whia, ill t.M tint iaatanoe, an 
'9IM ... a.,.n-at ot A; ; a.A. Mn laa1a delalted lsz tb•t 4-per' nt 
'9 'ta ..is..- P:e~aot at\er dahotl• of tba proporiion applioable 
te Mllir J1211' tl - t\e lltah of ft~ oltD• 1D tlas 110ai1ll7 ...., ..... 

lld• utai.11 ..... , , ...... M.'8 llualSJwa hojeot, .. .,. and 

LA.A.•• • t'1 - '•d•,all t---..tlw \elite prooe•••• apiut 
llual1- ..... (Kriai• '90 ). 

all --i. "* e1pllar 1111111• a.-. 1111• )a14, it 
.-Ii '9 ....-..tal U aa appaaoll ooalt be made to De)U'tmnt of 'I• t9 lw t1l9 &....t·et Ottia1r, Nta"°Wla wltll the relnant 
....... - .able .. ,. to oeriitJ tbl •••••• &OOO' •t. 

l J 

(Sgd. \. • 

7l'f 2 I. 

• 
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A33I STANT SBCHtvi'ART, 

RESE.A RCB AID DE ,_,,1 ~ 724/ 2/1 

CHIEP ATWllI STRATI VE 

SALISflUBT 

B. P. Olesen Ert .65o.i . 

19th September , 1960. 

Al though 1 t 1• •mderatood that the Australian Services 
hllk Joroe ai laralinp ia required to meet cos\a normall.Y a pnlicable 
io a eerri.oe eatabliat ant, no oop1 ot the agreement with t he United 
llJll'iom authorities hae been reoeiyed at W.B.~ . 

ao .... r, ainc• t.b.a inception or the project debit• have 
1-ea 1'&1.-4. against the three araa ot the Australian Services for 
rationa while lawidr7 •nioea which, in the tirat instance, a.re 
ltorw b7 DepaMIHnt ot .lil(f 5.A. haYe baen debited bf that deparirmn1i 
~ \he llaralinga Projec~ after ded~otion of the proportion a pplicable 
to U., penormel on \he baei• ot •t~b• ahow11 in the monthl7 

FM•7 "''11'11· 
!Ide ••t.&bliah ant then debit• 91.raliaga Project, l•Y7 and 

LA.A.r. Oii ibe a·r·e 'ba•ie,all traaaaotiona bein« prooeaeed against 
•nltnp hMe (»!Yiaion 6,0 ). 

!be loeouatant ottio•r, R • .l.A.r. !aee Squadron, Edinburgh 
la&• re~W a lat.md..r7, aoooant tor the period S.p'\ember 1959 -
l•mt·i17, 19'0 and. rend9re4 oa 2n4 Ju.-,. 1960, on the ground t hat such 
c'1211•• an •t a 4eb1i qat••t R.A • .A..Pe fund•. 

Aa all aooounta tar e1•1lar •rv1oea have bee,n paid, 11 
WOGl' '9 appreoiat~ 1t an ap;..roaoh oould be • de to Deparlmn'\ ot 
•tr to la8\lle the Acoountani O!ticer, !'dinburgh with the relevant 
.. thort.t7 \a ••ble him to certity the W.R.E. Account. 

Ia ordAr to awid a aillilar impaaae on cba11gea in service 
e.ooouani.. ap,o1at enta, eoul.d a cow ot the S.rricea agreemni 
• •\Mn ref•n•d to hereiJa be forwarded tor retention aa a 
J'9f•r•11e 4oourent b7 thie letabliahcant? 

' ' ~, 

• .I • ' 

( s f . (1 --~ \ . _, . 
l \ 
I 

CHIEr Al*l*ISTRATIVE OFFICER. 

r I 
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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
TO YOUR FILE No. 

fO/TEOH SEC".r. 
OUR FILE No. ~A. 

5 311 

FROM (Branch or Establishment) FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO 

R • .t>. jjC)Mell 1 84-
Actg. b/u.rn • DATE 

SUBJECT 

• 

The phenomena seen at WF)NAK area could have ·been 
a ref'lection of distant vehicle lights on a J.ow inversion 
layer. This would only be seen when the lights were directed 
towards the inversion layer or haze and would disappear when 
the vehicle turned. If the atmosphere was clear the light 
beams woulu not be seen un~il they reached the inversion 
layer. 

f ( 1N0Ex~o I 
··-

' 

~ ./' ,I ~ 
f fv ,- :::::- - - .. 
~ 

( R • .r. .oonnell) 
Actg. b/OID 

ust 60 

• 
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. (MAR. 59.! INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

SUBJECT 

TO 
The Control ler, 

W.R.E., 
SALISBURY. 

FROM (Branch or Establishment) 

UNIDE!-TTI J.i,IED LI GIIT - 1·1ARP· LII~ GA 

YOUR FILE No. 

OUR FILE No. 

Y.A 2/32/l 
FOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO 

DATE 

• • • The attached reporiF, M518/l of 24th July;, ·"':}.96o , 5/126/5,A-l:M 
of 26th July, 196o and 5/126/5/\ffiA of 5t h Augus t , 19ED, ~~ foPWard~d 
as requested. · 

2 . Your advice would be appreciated i f enqui 
of interest. 

(A. B: CARTER) 
Regional Security Officer, SA , 

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 
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UNIDENTli' I El> LIGRr - lOOAK AREA. 

The Range ccmrnamer, 
r.varel;nza • 

24th July, 1960 

, 

At flewak, the site of the Vixen "A" tests, approxi.ma:tely 
15 mi.lea from l!aralinga Village, are a mimber 1of static bal 1 oons used in 
instrumentation. At 7 .15 P9lll• on 15th Jul3, 1960, a telephone report 1as 
received from Constable Hubert Dave SCARBOROUGH, who is stationed on the 
Site, that ,a balloon had burnt in the a'r• The Balloon Officer made an 
inspection ana ~01ma that ell. balloons were intact. 

2. The Constable was questioned and said that he uas sitting 
in his caravan at ap11r0x1mtely 7 .5 p.m. when his attention \7a.S cb:nwn to 
a U.ght. of approx:Lmately the power of bright moonlight, pl.Ecying on the 
ground. He left the caraV8ll and saw ha. t he described as a mrl. te l; gh t 
travelling from East to 1est. As it appeared to come nearer, or gt'Oit 
largert it turned to a red colour. Because of its position and height he 
tl1ought, at first, that it was a balloon afire and reported it as such. 
cming to lack of knawleclge as to distance away it was fo11na difficult to 
estimate the si r.,e of the l 1 gbt • The orilJ fact contributed that could 
assist was that the light app~ to occupy ii to wo degrees of the 
horizon. The Constable thought that the light burned for thirty seconds • 

. 
3. Constable Richard Henry l!AXr/EI J', uho was outside the . 

. cnra.vllll nt Roaaside, thirteen miles fJ:an the Village, smr a light out of 
the corner of his eye o.t about 7 p.m. He thought that the light appeared 
to come t'z'OID the direction of Wewak a ai stance of 2! mj J ea. As fe.r as he 
knm7s the l1gbt did not play on the ground in his :inmediate vicinity. The 
light llad made so little impression on his mind that he failed to mention 
it to his canpanion when he returned to the caravan and recalled it only 
when he received a telephone call from the Constable at tlewak in;iuiring 
if the light had been witnessed at Roaama.e. 

4. The light was observed from the Village at about the same 
time by the f olloning p~o:anel -

2/945 capt. Keith AJJguS ROSS, Catering otficer. 

Trevor James HOSKINS, Technical Assistant, Health B\Ysics Group• 

Russell McFarlane RimSIEY, Pitter, Department of lfines, and 

Ian Ke:rmeth BASK.ARD, Supervising !l'echniclon, P.M.G's Department • 

.All gave, roore or less. the same description. They saw a light over the 
R.E.ll.E. Workshop Drllding in the Village end coming from the general 
d2 rection of Wewak. There was some di sae;reement as to the duration of 
the lightJ this varied between two and fif-teen seconds. The discrepancy 
coul.a. be explained by ,some people seeing the light some seconds after it 
had first appeared. The person who saw it for fifteen seconfls i;1as able 
to reconstruct bis movements at the pnrtianlar tirne and it is tl1ought that 
his est1 mate is reasonable. ndle an agx ee:ient could not be reacheQ. as to 
tl1e exact time ell agz ee that it was some tiloo after 7 p.m. 

5. Inquiries, 'With negative result~ lVere ma.de of Woomera in 
oase a firing had taken place and was w:i tnessed in th; s area. The same 
source rn used to contact n survey pai:·ty :tran Exoil Pty. Ltd. uho \7ere 
ctunpod in the vicinity of »m1 in an effort to discover if they had 
witnessed fmY' phenanenon such as .a meteor. The result was negativ:e • 

• 

, 

• 

/6. A 

-
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6. A suggestion that the 11 ght cotild ve been produced by 
a Pho~tlash from a high-tl.ying aircraft was discounted. lio aircraft 
rn heard at the time ana, in attV case, no know11 pl1oto-flash haG a 
duration of mvthing like fifteen seconds. · 

7. Scientific persormel who VtoUld have the "laiat7-ho.vu were 
questioned in case the 11 ght was the result of a practical jOke • 
.Assurances were given th.a:t no mer11ber of the Scientific parties uere 
renponnible. 

. 
8. One practical suggestion Ttas ma.de by a Scientific Orfioer 
that the light could have been caU.Sed by "St. EJmo•s fire". The Balloon 
Officer sa;d that, alth~ the balloons are 0 earthed" sometimes static 
electricify does btd ld-up sufficient~ to electrify the anchor vehicle. 
Three balloons are in 11ne with the position where the light "l7as observed 
from \7emlk anO. approximately half a mile distant from the caravan. At 
nuCh a a; stance it is understood that li degrees of the horizon could be 
calcula.ted to appl"O:xlmateq l.D feet. Opportunity was taken during a 
visit to Adelaide to attempt some research into static electricity at the 
Ad.eloi.de Public Id.brary. lfo ~erence book p:z:'Oduced gave mucl1 useful 
information. The following deacr.i.ption of "St. Elmo•s fire" was exb:acted 
from an encyclopa.001 a -

rr ••• the glow accompazv.lng the brush-like a1schargcs of 
atmospheric electricity which usually appears as a tip 
of light on the exta:euii ty of pointed objects such as 
chUJ:ch towe~s or the masts of ships ~ storn\Y weather. 
It is conmonly a.ccouq-an1 ed by a crackl.1ng or fizzing noise." 

S. Mr. QJi:ver Harry !1.'urner • Health ~sioa Offi.:cer • who 
posoesses an :inqldrlng mind• made an independent investi tion and 
extensive calci1letions. He is of tlie opinion that the J;ght \7Wl not 
the resu1t of a natural phencmenon but ea.used by an tmidentificd flying 
object; either a cone from a satellite or a "flying saucer." 

• 

10. It is ~elt that all avenues of irquiry at lTaralinga 
have new been covered and that it is not possible to poaitive38 identify 
the source of the 11mi.t. It is felt, how~~r, that the light 't1aS the 
remtlt of either a meteor or static electricity • 

n. Submitted • 
I 

• 

SGD. J .J .A. H mo.N 

Secruri ty Officer I rwral; np4 

• 

.. 
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DEPARTI>IBNT OF SUPPLY 

Weapons Research Establishment 

SUBJECT: UlITDENTIFIED FLYII~G OBJECTS . 

Regional Security Officer (S.A.), 
ADELAIDE, 

26tb July, 1960. 

On 18th July, l96o, Mrs. 1-ia.vis FUIJ.ER wife of the owner of De 
Rose Hill Station (approx. 500 miles N. \.J. of Woomera) advised the under­
signed that persons on their station had observed an unidentified flying 
object at 1910 hours on Friday, 15th July, 196o. 

2. Mrs, FULLER stated that she was inside the house but observed a 
bright light through the open door follmred by tv10 loud 11 bru1gs. 11 

3. Hearsay evidence of her son was that the object travelled from 
approx. South West to East over the homestead, changing colour from \vhi te 
to red and the "bangs 11 followed sighting by about two minutes. 

4, The above times coincide with reports by Security Officer, ~.aralinga , 
a.nd Mr. W, B. !'1a.cDOUGALL, Native Patrol Officer at present in North 1~est of 
the State, has been requested to obtain a f'ull statement from personnel at De 
Rose Hill Station on his return trip to Woomera (approx. end of July). 

5. Following request to MacDOUGALL, Giles ~eather Station advised that 
at approx. the same time a sighting was made at Giles on a bearing l00°T at a 
height of about 15° above the horizon. The object appeared as a reddish glow 
which faded and then came on again. 

6. Principal Officer, Satellite Tracking Station has been advised of 
these reports but he has no official sightings reported. The casing of 
Sputnik IV was predicted to re-enter on 18th July, 1960, 

(SGD) A. G. HALDEN 
Security Officer, 

\·J .R.E. Range. 1-loomera, 

,,.. Po·, ,,rn 
NAA: A6456, R02 , National Archives of Australia 
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Regional Security Of.fioer (BA), 
ADELA.ID 5/126/5/WRA. I 

Security Officer, 
• • R~e, 

_oomera. 5th August, 1960. 

UNID .If!' IFIED FLYING OBJECTS: 

urthcr to my report of 26th July, 1960, 
attached hereto 1s copy of report submitted by the 
Native Patrol Officer. 

• 

National Archives of Australia 

~ r> -.:-..,,. 
~ 

(Ii. o. Halden) 
Security Officer, 

_ • R. E, Rp.ooe. __ oomem. 

NAA: A6456, R029/284 
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COPl, 

To Range Securi t.Y' Officer, 
OOMERA. 

From Native PatrOl. Officer, 
WOOMMA. 

7 

3/8/60. 

Subaect: REPORT OF STB iGE LIGHT _ IN SKJ: 

As requested by 7ofl, I gathered e.s much 1nto~mat1on 
ae I cOUld about a light seen on the evening Of Friday, l5th 
Jul~. 

2. q'his light ns seen b¥ men playing badminton against 
me at 1Glles. Estimated time, between 1930 and 2000 hours. It 
was seen at a bearing of BP.Prox11111tely 100 degrees from Gt:iee. 
It as reported as seen f 1rst at approximatel.N' 15 de~ees 
above the horieon as e bright green flash, which faded and 
ended as a red e trea.k to the grou:M.. 

3. It was repQrted by Natives at Ernabella as a epirlt 
men:t festat:lon. 

4. It was seen, but not well remembered, b1" women at 
Kenmore Park and Kulgera. 

5. Mrs. McFadden at De Rose Hill stated that She had 
seen 1t 1n the South-... aet, encl that 1t Lad appeared like a 
flaah ot tropical lightning, and was followed minutes later 
by a great rumble. 

6. It 1s understood that Frank uinn and other merribers 
or Bead.ell's party also saw it. 

(Sgd.) w. B. MacDougall. 

Native J?a$rol Pfl&cer • 

• 
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SECRET 

MEI~ORANDTJM OF ARRANGETuiill~T8 BE'l'VVEEN THE -· . _.. _____ 
UNI~ED I<:INGDOM AND AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENTS 
-------------------· - 4 --

~omic Wea.pons Proving Ground - Iviaralinf£! 

" J . 

Introdu(! tion: 

Clause 1. The .. ~ustralian Government and ·the United Kingdom Govern­
ment being agreed on the desirability of establishing 
a proving ground ror atomic weapons and the Australian 
Gover1unent having offered to make a site available for this 
purpose in South Australia, this Memorandum sets out the 
principles which the two Gover:nrnents agree shall govern 
the establishment of this site as a proving ground and its 
use for atomic weapon trials • 

. 
Oonditiona a~ to occupancy of site : 

2. The Australian Government will make the site at 
Maralinga in South Australia as defined in the annex to this 
Mem0randum available to the United Kingdom Goverrunent as a 
proving ground for atomic weapons for a period of 10 years 
which may be extended by mu·tual agreement. 

3. The ·'1se of this site by the United Kingdom 
Government in accordance with this agTeement shall be free 
from all rent and similar charges. 

4e During the currency of this agreement the Australian 
Government will take such steps as may be necessary in 
accordance with the laws and regulations in operation in 
Australia to proclaim the area defined in the annex as a 
prohibited area. 

5. On the tormination of this Agreement the United 
Kingdom Government shall have the right to remove and dispose 
of all moveable facilities and equipment provided at the 
expense of the United Kingdom Government. 

Nature of Tests to b9 carried out: 

60 No thermo-nuc:ear (hydrogen) weapon will be tested 
on the siteo 

7o An agreement of the Australian Government will be 
obtained before any atomic test is car1lied ou.t on the site. 
For this purpose the United Kingdom Government will provide 
the Australian Government with sufficient inf'ormation about 
the nature of any proposed test to enable the Australian 
Government to satisfy itself that the test can safely be 
carried out on the siteo Such information should be made 
available only to properly authorised persons in accordance 
with the security arrangements agreed between the two 
Governments. 

• •.• /2 

SECRET 
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Safety: 

8. The United Kingdom Government will be responsible 
for undertaking all practicable measures on the site to 
ensure that any testd carried out there do not cause injury 
or damage to persons or property. 

9. In collaboratio~ with the United Kingdom Government 
the Australian Government will set up and operate a chain 
of fixed monitoring st ~tions at agreed sites in Australia and 
\/ill malce the information from these .. ~asurements available 
to the United Kingdom Government. 

Claims for Compensation : 

10. Tr ... e .t\ustralian Government v1ill take all roasonable 
steps to exclude unauthorised persons from the prohibited 
areao 

llo The United Kingdom Goverrunent undertakes to 
indemnify the Australian Governme1.lt ~.n respect of all valid 
claims arising out of the death or injury of any person or 
any damage to property due to tests carried out on the site, 
except for clai ms made by any employee or servant of a 
Gove1"'nment other than the United Kingdom Governm1.:)nt 
authoi"lised to be vii tl1in the prohibited area specifically jn 
connection ~ith tests on the site. 

12. The United Kingdom Government accepts liability for 
such correctiv~ meaou.res as may be practicable in the 
event of radio- active contamination resulting from tesvs 
on the site. 

Australian access to site: 

13. Subjeet to such safety and security ar~angements 
as are agreed by the United Kingdom Government authorised 
of:ficers of the Australian Goverr.rnent will be allov1ed access 
to the site. 

14. By agreement with the United K~ngdom Government the 
Australian Government will have the right to construct 
ana/or install facilities and equipment for tests in the 
course of atomic weapon trials on the si~e and to send 
official observers to be present at any test on tne site. 

15~ The United Kingdom Government will proviie the 
.Australian Government with all the dutu compiled as a result 
of t~sts on the site about the effects of atomic weapons for 
both civil defence and military purposesc Such data shall 
however only be made available to properly authorised persons 
in accordance with the security arrangement agreed between 
the two Governments. 

16. The _'\ustralian Government v1ill similarly molte 
available to the United Ki ngdom Gove~nment information about 
the results of tests of .1\ustralian facilit i es or equipment 
tested on the s i te. 

\) • •• /3 
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Control of the P~9_j_ect: 

170 A Joint Committee of Australian and United Kingdom 
representatives under the chairrno.nsl1.ip of a represe!'.ta ti ve 
of the Australian Depar~rnont of Supply ~vill be set up in 
Australia to consider all matters of joint concern in 
relation to the establishment and maintenance of the 
proving ground and to the arrangements for any trials thereon 
as rrmy be app~oved from time to time and to advise the 
responsibJa departments through thei~ respective represen­
tati veso The :functions of the CoM111i -~ ·:,ee Vi ill include the 
co-ordinatjon of all activities within Australia of the 
United Kingdom an~ Australian Government Departments and 
Authorlties, and their agents concerned with the project, 
and such executive action in matters of joint concern in 
Australia as may be agreed by the representatives of both 
po rties. 

Finags~al Arrn:igementEL!.. 

18., A separate financial agreemer1t vvilJ. be negotiated 
between the Australian and United Kingdom Governments in 
regard to costs of this project. 

• 

19. Nothing in the agreement shall be regard0d as 
precluding the participation in atomic tests on the proving 
ground of o~~er members of the British Commonwealth of 
Naticno as rr~y be mutually agreed by the Australian and 
United Kingdorr Go=rJerrunents. 

200 Unless provid~d to the contrary in any s epar&te 
finencial agreement which may be made between the two 
Gavernments 9 this agreement shall ce deemed to be made on 
the understanc1ing that all costs v1ill be to ·the account of 
the United K~ngdom Government. 

CANBEBJ:..a, Ao Co T. 

7th March, 1956 

SECRET 
ational Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 



Cs] 

• • 

• 

, 

• 

National Archives of Australia NAA: A6456, R029/284 



• , SECRET 
Memorandum of Arrangements be tween Aust~alia and 
Unite d Kingdom Governments in rega rd to alloca tion 
of the costs of es t ab lishins and maintaining a 
proving g ro·tind for ~\tomic V/eapons i n South Austral i a , 
and for any t ests carried out ther eon. 

This document is intended to be r ead in conjunction 
with the Memorandum of Arrangements between the Austra lian 
Government and the Unite d Kingdom Government concerntng the 
establishment in South Australia of a proving ground for 
a tomic we apo11s~ 

2. Compl ementary to the arrangements outlined in 
thnt document regarditlg the t erms atld conditions on wh~c.h the 
Aust1--al ian Government agrees to make the site at Mara.linga 
availabl e to the United Kingdom Government for use as a proving 
ground for dtOmic weapons, this Memorandum sets out the financia~ 
obli gations of the r espective Governments in respect of the 
estabJ..iehment anC. mainten anc e of the proving ground and of the 

· arrangements for holding such t ests t h ereon as may f rom time to 
time be o.:pprovedo 

Allocation of Costs 

3. It is agreed tha t subject to p ar agr aphs 4 and 5 
h er'eunder, the United Kingdom \"!ill bear all costs i :i connection 
with the establishment ~d maintenance of the proving ground and 
of any tests ct:.rried out thereon. 

(a ) 

(b) 

(c) 

The Australian Government wi:l bear -

the cost of any agreed target response or oth~r tests 
carried out special ly a t the re~uest of any Australian 
Governmen t Department or authority; 

the expenses of any Australian personnel authorised 
at the r eques t of the _.\ustrru. i an Gove rnment to a ttend 
any trials h eld on the proving ground; and 

the costs of providing such Australian Service 
personnel ao ar e agreed upon by the .. ·:.ustralian 
Government fnom time to time for specific t a sks 
at the Mar alinga Proving Ground. 

5. The Austra lian Government will, through appropriate 
Depa rtments and organisa+.ions, provide such administra tive 
assistance as is p~acticable in directions appropriate to their 
functions without cost to the United Kingdom Government. Where , 
however, such assistance 0annot be rendered without additional 
cos t to the normal functioning of such Depcrtmen~R, the additional 
cost concerned will be met by the United ICingdom Government. 

6. The ~ustralian Government agrees that any installati ons 
or racility provided at the expense or the United Kingdom 
Goverrilllent in Australia wi ll r emain the property of the United 
Kingdom Government and, as provided for in Clause 5 or the 
Memorandum or .:\rranCTements , be subject to r emoval or disposal 
on termina tion of the moin agreement. 

• 
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7. If it is mutually agreed between the Australian and 
United Kinbdom Governments that another member of the Bri tish 
Commonwealth of Nations should participate in tests on the site, 
the allocation of any e::::penses of personell authorised to be 
presen~ at the result of th6 said member government and of any 
costs of agreed tests carried out specifically at the request of 
the said member governmen~ will be separately arranged between 
the United Kingdom and Australitin Governments and the other 
Goverruner.1. t concerned. 

8. The cost of· fares of Uni tect. Kingdom personnel travel ling 
to and from Australia and whilst in Australia, and the nost of 
Australian personnel trdvellin6 to and f~om the United Kingdom 
and whilst in the United Kingdom, will be borne respectively by the 
United Kingcbm ana Australian Governments. 

9. The pr0visions of this Memorar..dum of Financial 
Arrangements ma..v be altered by mutual agreement bet,een the 
Australian and United Kingdom Governments. 

C.t~NBE&.11.\ 

7th March, 1956. 

SECRET 
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COfoAl:ON'VE ~LTH 01' .. USTR .. ';.LI_.\ 

Prime Minister ' s Department , 

The Ofricial Secretary, 
Off'ice of the Hi:_:;h Cormnissioner for 

the United Kinzdom, 
~4ffiE.RR t!., . .' . • C. Tc-

Dear Sir, 

C t.."tni) err a . 

7th March, 19:,i6 

I refer to your previous r e cuests t hat the Australian 

Government provide ce1"ta in Service per•sonne l for specific taslcs 

In acco~dance with paragraph 4(c) of the Memorandum 

of Financial Ai r~nGements, the Australian Government has agreed 

to provide and bear ·the costs of the followin.g Service ~ rsonnel 

fo1"'1 the purpose of undertaking the tasks set out below in r•es:rect 

of the 1956 series of tests -

(i) For building the firing areas and operating the 

r ange •••• 127 (approx~) 

(ii) For head~uarters and domestic support •••• 61 (approx. ) 

In addition, the Australian Government has agreed to provid 

and bear the costs of Service personnel estimated between 40 and 50, 

for the care and ma i ntenance of the ranse between trials. 

Yours sincerely, 

(A. S . Bro\,n) 
St.. ere t ... 1ry. 

SECRET 
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