


'This past May, 
in the wake of Halley's Comet, 

renowned ufologist 
J. Allen Hynek passed qway.' 

frauds Hynek man­
aged to ae11ne the 
UFO and oharacter. 
ize the UITO 'Witness. 

He also traveled 
around the world in· 
vestigatlng c.ases. 
And to describe con· 
tact between humans 
and aliens, he even 
coined the phrase 
close encwuntersrl)f 
the third ktnd 

Bac::k in 1910. when J 
Allen Hynek was five 
days old , his father 
took him up on the roof 
of their home to view 
the glowing nrai I of 
Halley's Comet Lafer, 
as chairman of the as­
tronomy department 
at Northwestern Uni ­
versity-" he told his 
classes. "I hope I get 
to soc 1t again before 
I go out. He did JUSt 
that this winter wheri 
Halley s blazed across 
the Northern HerYJi ­
sphere for the first 
time in 76 years But 
this past May, in the 
comet's wake. Hynek 
died of a brain tumor 
A lifetime framed by 
visions of the .Qreat 
cornet seems appro­
priate for the man 
who pioneered the 
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Despite his efforts 
Hynek was never able 
to explain the UFO He 
d1dn t bel1e1.1e 1nteilift 
gent i1fe could literally 
traverse the vastness 
of physical space. Nor 
did he ac::cept the no­
tion that sal[cers were 
merely Illusions. rte 11· 
nally suggested that 
UFOs were part of a 
parallel (eal1ty "ap­
pear ing spontane­

scientific study of the unidentified flying object or UFO. 
When Hynek started his career in the Forties, he pro­

duced rigorous papers on supernovas and established a 
dozen major observatories around tfle world So 1t makes 
sense that when the Air Force asked nirn to explain hun­
dreds of UFO reports, he told them saucers were a fad 

Hynek 'he skeptic ultimately agreed to help tfle Air Force 
defuse some of the pub11c panic, signing on as a consultan: 
to the notorious Pro1ect Blue Book For the next 16 years he 
had access to a vast acnount of' data on UFOs And even­
tually his view began to change. 'You tar't keep discounting 
reports from engineers and pilots. he said. ··1 realized that 
1f one took their reports seriously. !'>atterns emerged." 

From the Sixties on 1t was those patterf.ls that Hynek en­
deavored to explain. His obsession resulted, in 1972, in the 
Center for UFO Studies in Evanston, Illinois. A small opera­
tion funded by friends, the oenter produced respectable 
papers in a field replete with rnis@uided enthusiasts and 

ously within a I irnitaGl are.a an.d then disappearing to another 
universe or dimension witnout a trace " 

This otherworldly theory, put forth 1n Hynek s last years, 
encol:lraged alread¥ skeptical colleagues and even some 
supporters to dismlss his case. His troubles were com· 
POU'lded when an anonymous benefactor promised to en­
(?Jow a rnilhonftdollar WFO center 1n Scottsdale Arizona Hy­
nek left his l(;lngt1rne home 1n Evanston to start the facility, 
only to find that tf'i§' offer had been withdrawn. 

Yet such struggles seem the price that must be paid by 
those who challenge our mundane notions of reality tranft 
scending the bounds of time and space In his finest mo· 
ments Hynek saw the limits of twentieth-century science­
he spoke of twenty;;firsPc:entury science, thirtieth-century 
science, and beyond. Qur foremost ufologist also loved the 
romance of tne UFO. "I imagine myself in ffont of the fire, 
place," he once said, 'entertaining friends not with ghost 
stories but with one interesUng UFO tale after the next." 
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