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VUFORS Public Relations Officer, Paul Norman, recently visited Queensland 
and the A.C.T. The following is his report of his meeting with officers 
of the local UFO groups:-

"During the past few years, several UFO reports have come from the 
area arol1nd the Parkes Radio Teles-cope. ·For the _past few months, 
sightings in this vicinity hav� increased to surprising numbers. 

This So9iety did not realize the extent of UFO activity unti� � 

three page report was received from Grenfell N. S.1L , describ.ing _ 
sightipgs of mystery objects near Parkes, Forbes and other nearby 
.towns. 

On the 4th and 5th of January, 1968, I-made a visit to the 
editqrial offices of the Forbes Advocate, Parkes Champion, Post �d 
othe�_local newspapers, where I found considerable interest among 
news�-::-::� .. 1:: :;�ause of re.cent s ightings. Just one week prior to this 
date, two of the most respected persons in Parkes had .. observed _an 
object moving at high speed following a horizontal path until it 
made an abrupt stop in mid..:.air. After a few seconds in this 
stationary position, the UFO descended to- the ground. The observ•rs 
w,:_.re frightened, there:fore, did not approach the paddock whe:r:-e th� 
strrul.ge object went dotvn. 

The object was described as disc shaped with a dark centre giving 
off a greenwish glow. 

Many similar sightings are reported from this sar.1e general vicl..nity 
of Pa rkes. 

On the 13th and 1L1-th of J£lnuary, I met with Mro Stan Seers, Mr" and 
Mrs·. Roy Russell of the Queens1and UFO research Bureau, and Io1r. John 
Maskell of the local C.I.B. office in Coolangatta, where an exchange 
of' information was inade on re:ports coming from all over the world. 
Our sister Society in Queensland has won a reputation of being a 
depen�able, objective group. 

Mr. John :Meskell, Senior Detective in Coolangatta, has observed at 
least two UFOs and has investigated other incidents related to UFO 
encounters. 

On the 22nd o:f January, I met with Members and Committee of the 
Canberra Unidentified Flying Objects Research Society, for an 
informal discussion on the UFO problem. The Canberra group, only 
recently formeci, is already demonstrating the characteristics of a 
well .organised, dependable, objective society. 

While in Canberra, I met the O:fficer who investigated the famous Rev. 
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Browning encounter in Tasmania. This R.A�A.F. Officer said that he 
was impressed by the details of this outstanding r�port. Ufologists 
will recall that R. A. A.F. "explained " that Rev. Browning and other 
witnesses had been fooled by the noon and some clouds. 

This is the identical pattern being followed by ·officialdom throughout 
the world, The Air Force speak from both corners of the mouth. Th 
t�e general public the UFOs are declared to be nonsense. To their own 
commands the UF Os are serious business, on the one hand sincere 
investigators are reporting the facts to Air Force Intelligence, on the 
other, the official Public Relations Dep�rtments are debunking the 
sightings to distract public attention from them." 

The addresses of the abovementioned Societies are as follows 

Canberra UFO Research Society: 
P.O. Box 

Queensland Flying Saucer Research Bureau: 

Canberra City A.C.T. 
2601. 

P.O.Box lll, North Quay 
Brisbane QLD. 

ODD GOll·JGS ON IN THE FLYING SAUCER lJORLD: 

If I read the portents correctly, this year's most fascinating scientific 
feud is already under way. It involves at least two leading experts in 
the field of atmospheric physics and it promises to be as divisive and 
rel·entless as any controversy of its kind. 

The arguments, I am astonished to report is over the existence and nature 
of flying saucers and whether certain exotic strangers are visiting this 
planet from outer space. 

About 16 months a go, the U.S. Air Force, reluntantly bowing to public 
opinion, invited DroEdward Uhl�r Condon � a brilliant theoretical physcist, 
well known for his courage and candour, to undertru<e ari independent 
investigation into the phenomenon o f · flying saucers. 

He was given $500,000 to spend and asked to submit a report by the . 
middle of the year. 

Today, the Condon study is making headlines - but for all the wrong 
reasons. I t is losing some of its outstanding members, in circumstances 
which are mysterious to say the least. 

Simister remours are circulating that private documents belonging to the 
University of Colorado have been leaked to outsiders hostile to the 

Condon cause. And, a·:rew days ago, as official.::: at Colorado rriaqe the 
b�e minimum pf comment, Dr. Condon himself:succumbed to a recurrent 
hea�t· ailment and took to his bed. 

At least four key people have vani3hed from the Condon team without 
offering a sat �sfactory reason. 

The complete story behind the stra�ge events in Colorado is hard to 
decipher. But a c�uo l at least,_ may be found in the rece;.1.t statecents of 
Dr. James McDonald, the senior physcist at the Institute of Atmospheric 
Physics at the University of Arizona and widely respected in his field. 

In a wary but ominous ·telephone· conversation, this week Dr. McDonald ·told 
nie that he is "most disfressed". 

In the, opinion of most observers·; the Condon report, when it is 
publi·shed later this ;ye�r, wi;ll d .;isiniss any · romantic idea that UFOs ·are 
interplanetary vehicles piloted by spacemen from a distant and advanced 
civi .-isation. 

On the contrary, it .is expectGd . to co.'nclude that · :fiying _ �aucers do not 
merit further urgent scientific study.' 

If such a report is produced, I. expept �o see some drama. Dr" HcDonald 
rejects the idea that ·UFOs ar� a fr �qJ<: .. atmospli�ri·�' ph�nomenon or �--
figment of an overheated public. im�giri�t·ion.: ··· · 

He lea..Tl.s strongly to. the. opinion: that .they are · _extra-terrestrial -in . 
origin and buided by intelligent:· hands.. and as _ s�ch· repE'eent an overwhelm­
ing important scientific _prob_len. 

CREDIT '·SYDNEY "TELEGRAPH" ( recent date ) 
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THEY SAlf A SAUCER: 

Six pe ·ple reported seeing an unidentified object in the sky over 
Wellington for more than an hour at t he weekend. 

Four of the people w ho sighted the object had it under observation of 
field glasses and a telescope from lO.JO p.m. until ll.JO p.m. on 
Saturday. 

They said the object which was shaped lil�e an egg with both ends 
9hopped off was continually moving in a circle and upwards and down-
wards and emitting sparks of varied colours. 

Those to sight the object were Mr. E Kitchs mnbulance officer, of 
Wellington; Mrs. Kitch; Mr, J,Davidson, an insurance representative, 
of Sydney; Jvlr. Trevor Parker, a Soil Conservation employee, of 
1-iellington; Mr. T .. Bartley, a printer, of vJellington; and :fvlrs. A, 
McCormack, of Lee Street Wellington. 

The Kit�hs, Mr Davidson and Mr. Parker were in one group and kept the 
object under survelliance for more than an hour from a Pery Street 
residence. 

M r.- -Bartley sited the object on his way ho111e from working night shift. 

Mrs. McCormack sited the object from her Lee Street home. 

Mr. D:;..--_ridson said yesterday that he was testing a spotli�-rht out in 
dark conditions when the group happened to site th� unusual object. 

FILiv1 NIGHT: 

The Support Sub-Committee has arranged a film night at the Plaza 
Theatre on the 24th May to see the widely acclaimed science-fiction film 
"2001 - A Space Odyssey". The film is screened on Ci::.-!eramn and is 
directed by the eminent American Director Stanley Kubrick with the 
collc::.borati�n of Arthur C. Clarke, well known to UFO researchers as an 

outstanding authority on space travel places. 

Tickets are $1.50 each ( usual price $1.95) and members and their friends 
may purchase any number by sending their remitta:..:��ce and st amped addressed 
envelope to the Secretary by not later than 16th. 

GENERAL l11EETIITGS : 

These will be held henceforth in·Jerram Hall, cnr. Spring Street and 
Flinders Lane on the first Friday of each month at 8.p.m. Since our 
new hall seats over 100 persons, the Committee trusts that members 
·will :L·ec..pond by attending meetings as often as possible. 

AUSTRALIAN FLYING SJ,._UCE_;_1 REVIE11: 

The pre?aration of the Society magazine's next issue is under way and 
distribution is anticipated within the next eight weeks. 

CAP IO COHVEl-:-TION: 

The Federal UFO organisation, CAPIO, will hold its annual convention 
in Canberra over Queen's Birthday weeke�d, June 8-10, The Co�vention 
affords an opportunity to UFO researchers to get together ��d discuss 
their subject and to hear papers a:1d other items of interest prese�1.ted 
by the delegates of the Qember societies. Members interested in 
attending may obtain furtl1er i�formation from the Secretary. 

LIBR1-'LRY: 
Several new titles have been added to the library and are available for 
loan by post or at meetings. Members desiri�g ru� up-to-date book 
list should write to the Librarian. 
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NEW l-'1EMBERS - - 1-i ANTED :· : 

The Society's work is almost entirely financed by membership 
subscriptions. M embers can help by interesting their friends in 
joining arid also ·by_·renewing their own subscriptions promptly on receipt 
of'- ·-renewal notice> 

CANADIAF UFO SOCIETIES: 

We are advised that our Canadian Sister Societies, CAPRO and CAPIC have 
amalgamat-ed under th:e f'orme

.
r' s nar.1e· and can be contacted at- Box lJ16 

llir1nipeg 1, Mantiba, Canada. 

TEACHERS SE3 SEY :t�.iYSTERI;ES: 

Forty-one science teachers from local schools were fascinated by an 
illustrated lecture on .UFOs \ tinidentified flying:objects ) , last Thursday 
night week, at Peninsula School, Mt. Eliza. 

· 

Speakers were two n1embers. ·of the Victorian_ Uniden_ti.:fied Flying Ob j ects 
Research Society - secretary Mrs.J.Magee, and public relations officer 
Mr. Pal.-.1 Norman. 

Their well-documented lecture included photos and details of .recent 
sightings of.: UfOs, including some seen ·in Victoria. 

They emphasised t.hat their society thqrough)-y investigated all reports· 
of particul�rly interesting :phenomena, and n?t just brief sighting� 

_
of 

brigh_t .. objects. , . · -� 

The science teachers left with a: determinat-ion 'to reportr,a:ll� .,fi,ndi?gs to 
Box :4J, .. Moorabb:l:n. Jl89 .· 

Four sc ie nt i fic ware-houses had displays of science teaching aids in 

the foyer of the science building, and considerable business ���-aone 
before and after the lecture. 

"STANDARD" Frankston l.Oth. April, 1968 · 


