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Comments on the CooJr. Strait Flap by Paul Norman. 

By this time most members will have noted the press­
reports on the Radar-Visual-Photo series of events in New Zealando 

Perhaps the Coo]': Strait Flap has done more to make 
Ufologists out of newsmen and clowns out of scientists �an any 
other event in UoFoOo historyo 

No less than sixteen "explanations" have come from the 
scientific community o As usual,-- orthodox academics were·· snarling 
at the Ufologists for investigating and frovming on the press 
for printing news about mystery objects which they, the sceptics, 
could not recognizee 

r'Ieanwhile, following close on the heels of the Bass 
Strait Flap, the UFO's were grinding the sacred cow of orthodox 
science into hamburgero 

One of the most amusing suggestions came from an 

ornithologist .... o"Hutton birds flying inland for mating" .. 
If true, it should have been a great day for students of 
ornithology because it was the first recorded appearance of 
supersonic mutton birds, which were for some unknown reason in 
great haste to get on with the jobo Clocked at five miles per 
second, this strong species of sea gull would surely have been 
equiped with asbestos featherso 

Students of astronomy also, were in line for a great 
discovery; the revelation came from non other than British 
astronomer Sir Bernard Lovello Those speeding, manreuverin g 
and hovering· objects were "nieteori tes vJhich failed to burn up 
on entering the earth's atmosphere"o Acceptance of this 
startling theory would probably depend on the extent of mental 
blocks implanted in the minds of studentso 

In Australia and New Zealand, astronomers.were insisting 
that the planets were responsible for this mass encounter with 
UFO's. Although these astronomers were closer to the scene of 
action .than Sir Bernard, their knowledge of radar was millions 
of miles out of range. 

From Sydney, an amateur astronomer claimed he had made a 

discovery which would put the Ufologists ·out of business. 
He said his line-scan analyser had picked up the largest moons 
of Jupiter. This "discovery" turned out to be about as 
accurate as a prediction from tea leaf readings left in a cup� 

A housewife near the Clarence River was sure the objects 
were reflections from the leaves in her cabbage patch. She said 
"I've got nearly a quarter of an acre of themo They are big_ 
beauties and their leaves shine in the moonlight. I reckon 
wh�t _all these chappies are seeing are my cabbages reflecting 
off the clouds or something". 

Another "bright spark" revealed his ignorance of solid 
UFO cases by throwing two saucepan lids off the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge to be photographed by a friend, as if that simple demon­
stration solved for all time the problem of UFO'so 
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Norv1egian Aerospace expert Erik Tawdberg was sure that 
what the TV film team most likely saw in their earners was simple 
ball lightning, but farmer John Acklan, near the Clarence River 
area said it didn't explain why his crop of peas were flattenedo 
He said that a large patch of his paddock of peas was flattened 
in a circular pattern measuring about 4 metres acrosso Some 
sceptics said these depressions were caused by unauthorised 
helicopters out hunting deer. Just why such helicopters would 
be hunting deer out in Cool<: Strait was not mentioned. 

Supersonic swarms of insects too got into the acto 
Two researchers who work for a U.So Government laboratory said 
"light can be generated by placing the insects in an 
electric field. The spruce budworm moth can swarm in clouds as 
big as 100 Km long and 25 Km wideo The light from such a large 
swarm might have been mist�<en for UFO's. 

Past observations have revealed that when many sceptics 
have suddenly realized UFO's are real they immediately enter a 
transitory state of blaming them on the Russians, Americans, 
Germans, etc. Consequently, experienced Ufologists began to 
listen for the secret weapon theory. They had not long t� waito 
The expected "eXPlanation" came from a former RAF research 
specialistooo "Americans could be testing the latest electronic 
counter-surveillance equipment on civil aircraft and radar". 
This statement could have been plausible if it was not that 
similar encouilters had ta�_cen place long before the day of remote 
controlled drone decoys such as the Washington DoC. flap of 
1952, only on that occasion no TV crew was in the area. 
Ufologists are grateful that the New Zealand film did not fall 
into the hands of officialdom although it could finall;)r follow 
the trail of confiscation and wind up behind the paper curtain 
of censorship, after a period of debunking activity. 

The official debunking by the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force, will, no doubt, go dovm in history as the greatest fish 
story ever told. The reports "''ere "caused by lights on 
Japanese squid boats". A more logical explanation should 
have been chasing flying fish at 10,000 feet! 

Veteran Ufologists find another amusing pattern during 
their investigations of UFO reports over the years. They 
have noted the difference between the eyesight of civilian 
pilots versus the eyesight of military pilotso When civilian 
aircraft are vectored into the proximity of UFO's, the objects 
are not only seen but photographed. On the other hand, 
pilots of military aircraft go aloft wearing official blinkers 
which prevent them sighting_the forbidd.en UFO's while back at 
official headquarters spoJ.o/smen continue to sound li�::e cracked 
phonograph records as they follow obsolete debtmJ(ing orderso 

Heanwhile, the ridiculed Ufologists are the only,. 
people, outside of officialdom, doing anything to invest1gate 
and analyse the reports and photoso As this Bulletin goes to 
press, Chru1nol 0 has followed the suggestion of VD�ORS advisors 
and has placed the film into competent hands where it will not 
only be analysed by the most advanced techniques but the results 
\vill be available to the general public as wello 
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Dro Bruce r-�accabee, an optical physicist, who is in 

charge of the investigations, is also on record as campaigning 
against government secrecy on UFO's,in the United Stateso 

The Channel ·O film has created much interest among that 
small percentage of scientists actually invo.lved in UFO 
investigationso VUFORS Ufolo.gists met with Dro l1accabee during 
l}.is visit in Helbourne·o · Already, it is known that -t h� ·:�light.·.· 
1ntensity on the film is too great for a reflection .of any typeo 
The angle of measurements also coincide with the speed as clocked 
by \"/ellington radaro Some frames sho\v a glowing tria.11.gle 
about· the .. si-ze of a house o Other frames show a.11. oval shape 
complete with dome-like appearance of the conventional UFOo 

Digital computerised enhru1cements are ·expected to. be 
issued for publication at the press conference in Washington on 
26th Marcho o o o watch your daily newspapers, especially 
"The Australian" and hope that the analysis will not he squashed 
by officialdomo 

NOTE :- . 
nr:-Maccabee's papers. on UFO Related ·Information from the . 
F. B.I. F:i.le wer� publi.$hed in The UFO Inv�stigator, official 
publicat-ion of the National Investigations Committee·:on Aerial 
Phenomena, 1 Bank Street, Gaithersburg, �1D.. 20760 o U ."S. A. 

• • • • • 

THE COOK STRAIT FLAP -------�--
NIGHT. Or THE UFO'!> .. SIGNALS START Of A GREAT SPACE CHASE - by Barrie Watts, as reported in 

"The Australian" 3rd Jan. 1 979. 

Late on a clear, calm -night 13 days ago the crew of a lumbering Argosy freighfplane saw a 
brilliant airborne object as they crossed the north-east corner of New Zealand's South Island •. 
It was moving slowly beneath at low altitude over the Clarence River. 

·A few kilometres away, :at Blenheim Airport, a flight service· operator saw five lights in the 
sky near the Clarence River area. 

· · 
So did a Royal New Zealand Air force officer at the Neighooring Woodbourne air base. 
Both phoned reports of the sightings to the regional radar control centre in Wellington, . 

across the Cook strait, on the southern tip of the North Island. The radar operators picked up five 
objects clearly on their screens. They watched them move off the coast east of the Clarence, staying 
within a rough quadrant measuring about 16 km. 

That was the beginning of a four-hour surveillance. 

Buzzed... . 
Before the night was out multiple UFO sig.htings were confirmed by two Argosy crews and radar 

operator-s in major cities. And one of the big, four-engined Argosy freighters operated on frequent 
night flights by SAFE-Air Ltd had been tracked by a single UfO and buzzed by another. The early hours 
of friday, 21st December, began routinely. In Wellington, senior radar controller John Cordy, 45 and 
precision talkdown controller Andy Herd, 25, were awaiting the arrival of an Air New Zealand OC-8. 

In Blenheim, Argosy 1 took off about midnight, and headed south on a dog-leg route which 
would take it out to sea and down to Christchurch. 

It was still over land, droning toward the coast at about 220 knots when the first UFO 
appeared below. To Captain John Randle, 45 and First Officer Keith Heine, 32, it looked to be "quite 
large" and travelling slowly. 

'�t was giving off an intense white light, too powerful to be a vehicle's headlampsa 
Captain Randle said. '�esides, it was airborne. Its light was very intense and I could see land 
features lit up underneath it as it passed. I thought I could recognise parts of a property I knew in 
that area". Randle and Heine were only mildly curious. They flew on without making a radio report. 

Soon after, radar men Cordy and Herd in Wellington were alerted by Blenheim and told of the 
five lights in the Clarence area. 
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"The radar echeos on our screens were very strong. We observed them for some time, then 
called the radar controllers in Christchurch. They picked them up too. The echoes had travelled off the 
coast and were moving about in a 16  km quadrant over the sea. Nobody was terribly excited, because 
occasionally radar does register some odd thingsc But as a matter of course we kept the surveillance 
going and continued to get a confirmed correlation - a fix - on their position from Christchurch control. 
We all joked about it for awhile". · 

Then it was no longer a joke. At 3 am Wellington radar got another large echo just 48 km 
south-east of the city. 

"lt appeared to hover there for some time", Mr. Cordy said. "Abruptly it moved at 120 knots to a 
point 80 km south-east and stayed there at least 30 minutes211 

Meanwhile the five others were still moving around within their quadrant. And suddenly one 
more showed up, inland. About 3.30 am Argosy 2 took off from Blenheim, flying the same dog-leg to 
Christchurch as Argosy 1 had done. Mr. Cordy radiod Argosy 2 's  crew, Captain Vern Powell, 55 and First 
Officer Ian Pirie, 31, when they were ZOOOm up and climbing to their cruising altitude of 3200m. 

Captain Powell said: '�ellington asked if we could get a visaal sighting of an object 
producing radar echoes 20km to starboard. We couldn ' t  see a thing". 

Shot Across ••• 
itffien w1tfi1n a matter of seconds, we were hurriedly asked to check for a sighting 40km to 

port. Evidently, whatever it was had shot across to that position. Pirie spotted it first, above us and 
to our left. It was bright white, with an intermittent reddish tinge - not actually pulsating, but 
chan9ing back and forth noticeably. We approached to within several kilometres according to our own 
weather radar and level led off at 3200 metres, remaining on course. But as we picked up speed the light 
remained in the same position relative to us. Wellington said it had been hovering till we caught up 
with it, almost as if it were waiting. We kept it in view easily. I said it seemed to be keeping pace 
with us and Wellington said it was. It would disappear into bits of cloud and emerge again, bright as ever. 
I've been flying since 1944 and I know a star or a planet when I see one. This wasn't-anything I've 
seen before". 

Wellington didn ' t  order Captain Powell  to take a closer look. 
'\�e considered it", Mr. Cordy said, "but we 're authorised to request a flight diversion only 

on search and rescue operations - because someone has to pay the costs involved. " 
But Mr. Cordy ' s  radar echoes were so prono!.lnced that he was able - from his 26 years of 

experience, including intensive RAF training in Europe - to estimate the size of all the · 
objects he was picking up� . 

"They were at least as big and as solid as the Argosy and that ' s  a pretty big plane",he said. 
Captain Powell & first Officer Pirie watched the l ight alongside them for probably 10 or 12 

minutes. Then Argosy 2 reached i ts dog-leg turn and altered course 60 degrees to starboard. The object 
lagged behind and vanished. Soon after, Wellington lost it from the screens. But as Argosy 2 approached 
Christchurch its \-leather radar registered an object streaking across its flight path. 

Captain Powell said : '�e got a visual sighting as it passed. It was a bright, flashing white 
light, almost like a strobe. It shot past our bow at breakneck pace - about 24 kilometres in five secondsn. 

That ' s  a speed of better than 17,000 kilometres an hour. 
"Then· the object turned sharp right and disappeared". 
Christchurch radar ' s  sweep has a blind spot 40 km seaward from the city, at the point where 

Captain Powell and Mr. Pirie said they were buzzed. It remains an unconfirmed sighting. 

Argosy 1 had since taken off from Christchurch and was heading for Auckland, at the top of 
the North Island, on a direct route which took the plane up the South Island's east coast. I t  had 
already passed Argosy 2 when Wellington radar control asked Captain Randle and first Officer Heine to 
watch for any of the unidentified lights. At first they saw nothing. Then they spotted the five objects 
still offshore from the Clarence River area. 

· 
Mr. Cordy said : "Captain Randle radioed that he was turning around to have a better looko 

He reported, ' Yes, we can see them� •• they ' re white tinged with amber ••• passing 16 kilometres south of us •• 
they ' re reflected on the water •• • definitely not distress flares ••• estimate 150 metres above the sGa'• 
We all got a lot more excitedc Argosy 1 completed an orbit above the objects before it returned to its 
course north. 

. Captain Randle said : '�e had picked them up at about 50 kilometres range. I've been 
fly1ng for 28. years and I ' m keeping an open mind .about .all this. I've never seen anything that 
couldn't be rationally explained". 
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RADAR TRACKS UFO ' FLEE TS' • •• MELBOURNE ' HE RALD ' 1 Jan. ' 79 

TWO SETS OF U NIDEN TIFIED FLYING OBJECTS HAVE BEEN  T RACKED BY RADAR OVE R  N EW ZEALAND IN 24 
HOURS. 

* A film crew in a plane saw 25 oval-shaped unidentified flying objects over New Zealand on 
Saturday night, at least orie of which was confirmed by \-/ellington radar. 

* last night ·�-according to the pilot of the flight - Wellington Airport picked up 1 1  more 
unidentified blips on-its.radar. 

Film taken on the flight was develriped in Melbourne early today and will be shown on Channel 
0 news at 6 pm tonight. 

Close-up. . .  . 
The f1lm clearly shows a number of objects in the sky and dramatic shots, in close•up, of one 

of them. The object is oval and looks almost like a planet. It clearly has something resembling a 
dome on the top and there ·are three distinct bright orange rings around it. At one stage, the film 
records a message from Wellington radar reporting that an object is following the aircraft at a distance 
of about a mile. · In the commentary, the B. B. C '  s correspondent in Melbourne, John Thorn, describes the 
object as being about 30 metres long. In the report, Channel 0 reporter Quentin fogarty - who organised 
the flight - said in _an interview that he was i1scared sti ffH. He said he had the feeling that the 
aircraft had intruded on the object 's  air space. 

"1 think they knew we were there and that \ve were filming them", he said. 
Mr. fogarty was holidaying in New Zealand when he heard a report that a New Zealand air-line 

captain �eported strange objects over Cook Strait, on 21st December. He hired a Wellington film crew 
and decided to recreate lhe flight with the pilot. Today the pilot, Cap�. Bill  Startup, said by phone 
from his Blenheim, N .Z. home that during the filming flight he saw an object that looked l ike a large ball 
of light. He said the object could not have been another aircraft. 

"No aircraft would have the acceleration that thing did" he said. "lt came within 20 km of 
the aircraft, then closer, to 16 km, as we climbed to 1 3, 000 ft. I decided to go closer. We took a 
quick turn to the right and this thing kept its relative distance. It was appearing on the aircraft ' s  
radar scr.een. Then came the . most spectacular part. I t  went above us, then below, then shot away. 
I have no idea what it was. 

Capt. Startup has been an airline pilot for 14 years. Capt. Startup said that Wellington 
Airport again picked up unidentified blips on its radar last night. Eleven objects were on the 
airport ' s  radar at one time, he said. 

Channel O ' s  publicity manager, Mr. George Wilson, said that during the flight, the film 
crew saw 25 of the oval-shaped objects. . . 

Mr. Wilson said : "fogarty told me it was the most amazing sight he had seen in his life. 
He saw objects everywhere about him. They were in clusters and at one stage the film crew counted 25 
of them. fogarty describes them as being lights in the sky which tracked and followed the aircraft". 

Mr. Wilson said the film showed an oval-shaped object with three distinct bands. 
"It is the classic shape of UFO 's  that have been sighted in the past", he said. 
Mr. Wilson said Channel 0 had sold the film to the CBS network in the U . S. as well  as the BBC. 

"The BBC agree with us that we have got the first film ever of a UFO", Mr. Wilson said. 

WARPLANE CHASES  UFO ' s  FOR FIVE · HOU RS •• • SYDNEY "MI RRORn 3 Jan. ' 79 

An air force tracker aircraft chased mystery UFO radar bl ips over New Zealand for five hours 
until early today. But the strange contacts _seen on New Zealand ground radar disappeared every time 
the RNZAF plane gave chase. ' · The UfO ' s  off the NZ coa�t are the most dramatic reports in a world wide flurry of strange 
sightings. 

full year. 
In Australia, the RAAF has had 20 UFO reports this week - about the number it expects in a 

Last night, the RNZAF ordered up an Orion tracker aircraft for five frustrating hours trying 
to make contact with UFO ' s  spotted by ground radar operators. Radar at Wellington and Christchurch 
picked up the mysterious objects but they disappeared when the Orion arrived at their position. 

About 2.45 am today ground radar control picked up a firm sighting over the Clarence River 
coastal area where "nests" of UFO ' s have twice been seen in the last 1 2  days. But the Orion was still 
more than 100 km away when the UFO turned away and vanished from radar screens. 

''rle don ' t  know what it was or where it went - it 's  very frustrating", a senior RNZAF officer 
said. Units of s strike squadron of Skyhawk fighter bombers are on stand-by alert for confirmed 
sightings. 

Squadron Leader Geoff Clark of the RNZAF said today : "The radar responses were nowhere 
near as positive as the earlier reports. . And our Orion reported it could find nothing unusual on its 
own radar". · 

In their briefing, the crew was warned to "take no provocative action" in the event of a 
close encounter. 

· 
The Orion crew chased the sightings up and down the South Island. 
The aircraft was repeatedly vectored onto airborne objects picked up by ground radar. 



AUST RALIAN U. F. O. BULLETIN FEB RUARY 1 979 -6------------------------
COMPUTE R BLOW-UPS SHO\-J ' CONVINCING ' EVIDENCE • • ••• 

U. F.O. F ILM REVEALS FLYING TRIANGLE ,  DISC •••• 'THE AUST RALIAN' 19th Feb. '79 

Scientists using computerised enhancement techniques have found a flying triangle and a 
domed disc in the Channel 0-10  Network's internationally televised UFO film. When the footage - shot 
in New Zealand - was first shown last month the objects it depicted were variously dismissed as mating 
muttonbirds, atmospheric disturbances, fishing boat lures, Jupiter and its moons, and even light 
reflected from a cabbage patch. But during the past three weeks a prominent American scientist has 
taken a more analytical look. 

Dr. Bruce Macabee, 37, who is listed in the prestige National Science Register, is an 
optical physicist with the U. S. Navy and a specialist in laser technology. In Melbourne yesterday he 
showed me his first computerised blow-ups of the phenomena filmed by Quentin Fogarty' s TV crew. 
These digital· enhancements, and others now being prepared, will  be issued for publ ication at a press 
conference in Washington next month. 

One computer picture shows a perfictly formed, glowing triangle in the black, early morning 
sky. Dr. Macabee estimates that the triangle is about the size of a large hous�. Another digitally 
analysed photograph shows an oval shape with a slight, dome-like protuberance. A third depicts a 
circular object travelling at immense speed. On a singlG film frame. it describes a near-perfect figure 
of eight. 

Dr. Macabee said he had so far analysed only about a dozen of the images on the network's 
film. There are thousands more to go, and he and his colleagues hope to study every one. As a 
consultant to the National Investigati vc Committee on Aerial Phenomena with the U. S. Dr. �lacabee has, 
naval connection notwithstanding, spent 14 years campaigning against governmental secrecy on. UFO's. 

He first studied the 120 metres of film at Channel 5 in Washington. 
"It was soon apparent that the section of the film Channel 0 had selected for screening was 

not the most convincing part", he said. 11That big orange thing bouncing around was a defocuscd image. 
It was the smaller, cleaner-edged images that p�omised to show more about the objects' shape'� . 

Or. �1acabee was among the litigants \tJho, using tho Freedom of Information Act, last month 
forced the U. S. Government to release almost 1000 pages of Pentagon and CIA reports confirming that 
American nuclear arsenals had been buzzed by '�lying saucers1� He believes the New Zealand 
Government and Air Force followed American policy in belittling the December sightings. Last week he 
visited New Zealand to question the film crew and pilots who were aboard the Argosy freight plano which 
was reportedly tailed by up to 25 unidentified objects. 

"Happily, a controller was able to give the entin; radar tape", Dr. Macabee said, "otherwise 
I would have had to make do with an edited version, specially prepared for the press by the M�nistry 
of Transport. This tape leaves out time signals and important details". 

The computar study, h� says, unarguably shows that the images could not have come from stars 
or planets or from the ground or sea surface. 

ASTRONAUT ' SA�J F LYING SAUCER FLEE T '  SYDNEY 11SUNll 29 Nov. '78 

Former US astronaut Gordon Cooper believes flying saucers are visiting the earth from other 
planets. In 1951, he claimed he saw many of them flying in formation over Europe, a UN committee was 
told. Mr. Wellington Friday, Min ister of Education of the tiny Caribbean nation of Grenada, road a 
letter from Mr. Cooper when the General Assembly's special political committee discussed the question of 
unidentified flying objects. 

· 
Mr. Friday quoted from a letter which he said Mr. Cooper sent to his delegntion saying : 

. "I believe that these extra-terrestial vehicles and their crows are visiting this planet from other planets, 
which are obviously a little more advanced than we are on earth". Mr. ·Cooper, who flew lengthy earth-orbiting 
space missions in 1963 and 1 965, said he was not an experienced professional researcher into unidentified 
flying objects. But he felt "somewhat qualified to discuss thcm11 since he had been into the fringes 
of the vast areas in which they travelled. 

· 111\lso, I did have occasion in 1951 to have two days of observation of many flights of them, 
of different sizes, flying in fighter formation,.genorally from east to west EuropeH, his letter statad. 
"If the UN agrees to pursue this project, and to len� their credibility t6 it, perhaps many more well- · 
qualified people will agree to step forth and provide help 2nd information". 

The committee deferred action until a later meeting on a draft resolution, submitt0d by 
Grenada, recommending that the UN "initiate, conduct and co-ordinate research on the nature and origin· 
of unidentified flying objects and related phenomena". 

U. S. NAVY T RACKS UFO ' S  OVE R BERMUDA T RIANGLE OARt1IN aNEVJS" 5th Jan. '79 

· The sudden spate of UFO sightings in Australia prompted John Latta of our American Bureau 
to send this startling report of an "official11 u.s. Navy tracking of a mysterious object 
which occurred on the fringe of the equally mysterious Bermuda Triangle. The documents 
Latta writes about were obtained by our sister newspaper in America� The Star. 

· A UFO sighting and tracking at one of America's key weapons research bases, on tho fringe 
of the mysterious Bermuda Triangle, may be the most scientifically significant observation ever made. 
An official military document now confirms that some of the most sophisticated rad2r in the country 

jjjj 
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actually locked on to the UFO, and its activity was recorded on a computer - the first tim� this has · 
happened in the history of UFO research. · T he incident was first reported shortly after 1t occurred several 
w8eks ago, over the Pinecastle Electronic Warfare Range, near Astor,

_
Fla • .  Documents, forwarde� to

_ 
the 

International UFO Bureau detail the startling event. The Bureau 1s a private research organ1sat1on 
based in Indt�na . with full-time u.S. investigators and top research men providing information from a 

number of countries around the world. Spokesman for the nearby Jacksonville Naval Air Station, N ick 
Young said -

"This object was held visually by some 10 military people at the range, and we did lock onto 
it with the radar, and that hasn ' t  been done before to our knowledge. I'm talking about an object that 
was circular in shape, with red, green and white lights. It manoeuvered in such a manner, nnd at speeds, 
that it could not have been a helicopter" he said. . . 

After the two-hour ordeal of fighting to lock onto the U FO, radar operator T imothy Collins 
said : "I ' ve never seen anything like it and I don' t want to sec anything like it again". 

The UFO was first sighted by civilians, whose calls to the remote weapons base were recorded 
in the duty officer ' s  report of the incident to the Commander in Chief, u.s. Atlantic F leet. 

11A female caller wanted to know whether tho Navy was dropping parachut& flares and when told 
the range was closed, she said she was looking at strange red, green and white lights" said the report. 
These early sightings indicate that the object had come over land from the east, from the air space over the. 
deadly Bermuda Triangle, an offshore graveyard for planes and ships that have disappeared without trace. 

Visual Contact 
"T'fie..;..duty ofticer followed normal procedure", said Young, ''because his first thought was thnt 

a civilian aircraft might have crashed in the area. He located it visually and called his radar 
operator. The ctaft was then followed visually, and on radar, for about two hours, as it made passes over tho 
area of the we�pons base", he said. The report of the first v isual contact, and two-hour battle to . 
keep in touch �ith the UfO, was described as "vital". by the director of the International UfO 
Investigative.]ureau, Mr. Charles Tucker, who said : 1�f the Air Force will release more of these 
documents it would enable researchers to put together a pattern and to make greater advances in their 
general· research". 

According to the report, duty officer Robert Clark called in his radar operator after 
receiving official word that no commercial aircraft were in the vicinity. . · 

"After a 20-minute warm-up, r<Jdar operator Collins locked on to a knmo�n target in the t�rea -
the civil defence tower - in an automatic track mode. His scan then indicated one stationary target · 
(the tower) and one unidentified blip, fluttering over tho target". But Collins could not "loctH the 
radar on the unidentified object and had difficulty pinpointing the exact bearing of it from his radar 
scanner. He had observed the target for perhaps an hour when it began moving a crass the· radar scope, 
from northwest �o south, �t ab�ut 400-500 knots. Collins tried to "train" the radar on the object, but it 
accelerated rap1dly, evad1ng his efforts to lock on and trnck it. . . 

'�hen he caught up with the object it reversed direction and started back towards Pinec�stlc • . 
Collins finally locked on the object after it had practically stopped moving. The computer indicated then . 
two .knots ground velocity. 

· 

Career People 
. . 

r�e cou1a �ever determine finally which direction the object left the area in" said Young, who 
later went w1th two trained naval researchers to check records of the incident and talk to Clark and 
Collins. The two navy researchers who confirmed the 1�F011 _status of the incident were described by Young as 
"long-term navy people whose commander considers them to be excellent career people and who are mature 
dedicated professionals". ' 

Collins described his 11fight11 to tr2ck the UfO : "First it was heading south then it w�s 
north", he said f�om the weapon ' s  range H:O· A�d he reveal�d ho� he had struggled to e�timate thc

u
spoed of the craft as h1s radar, capable of eas1ly lock1ng on to a Jet fig hter at 500 knots, could not hold tho uro. 

* * * 

THE BASS STRAIT MYSTERY ooooc ontinued 

VUFORS. �s in re c e ipt of at least fifty good sighting 
report s made 'before , during and aft er the di sappearanc e of Pilot 
Frederick Valentich over Bas s  Strait on 2'1st Oct ober , 1978o· 
Sinc e inve stigat i on of the se  sightings re qui·re s many mi le s of 
trave l over several hundred square mi le s of area and sinc e VUFORS 
inve stigat ors must bear the full c ost of the se  inve stigat i ons 
out of their own pocket s ,  several months may pas s  before a full 
report i s  pos sibleo 

One of the out standing report s t o  c ome out of thi s seri e s  
of event s inc lude s phot ographs of an obj ect taken from ne ar the 
light -house at Cape Otwayo 
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Because of the time and date of thesephotographs -
21st Octo 1978 these films will soon undergo advanced testing by 
experts in the United Stateso 

On 13th January 1979, "Truthn in Melbourne reported full 
details of this incident because the article. reports in.formation 
on_ other incidents concerning activity from Bass-Straito 

_We. reprint .. the article in .·fullo o o o o 

\VEIRD, PULSATING LIGHTS &':. Il-'U/[EN.SE SKYCRAFT ARE HEPORT:SD OVETI THIS 
·r·1YSTERY SHROUDED STfillTCH OF OCEA.L\T r10RE THAN AI�TYhTHERE ELSE IN AUST o o 

r-'fELBOUHNE '7TRUTH" ·13th Jano '79 
There is powerful evidence that UFO's· are · using Bass 

·strait as an undersea base, from which they "hijack" passing planeso 
In four known cases, planes have vanished over the strait amid 
intense UFO activity·�· Weird, pulsating lights and immense 
skycraft are reported-over·this·mystery-shrouded �tretch of ocean 
_in· greater numbers�- than-· anywhere else in Australia. And belief 
in the horr-ifying "und.e.rse.a. UF.O-.�rome u the-ory was�.�strengthened 
this week· by the astouuding �:pic�tura..--o.f an . -ob jBC._t .. -hurt.ling in a 

.. blur. _of speed_ .out of the ocean -near Gape Otway -lighthouse o 
The--object, with it�-ee-rie trail.of bright blue __ lights, 

was u.nknowingly photographed on 35 mm film by Park· ·0rclj.ards 
plumb-er, Tioy l\'laTiifoldo It was - one- of _six· color-· shots qf the 
sunset he took at about 6 • . 45 pm on 21st Octo - just- 21· ·minutes 
be.fore---pilot .. FrBderi.ck V.alentich .first· -told -Nelbourne··Flight 
Se-rv:ice he was being_ dogged by a UFO., I-1ro r,1anif�old only- noticed 
the··· object when he got the ·print.s b.acko- The picture sent shocl\.-

. waves .. around Australia this . .week, as researc-hers ·realised ·they 
could b.e l..ooking at the UFO that · tool<: ValE$nticho 

But what ·most people· do. .. . not reali$e . is· ·that Valentich vras. 

not t·he. first suspected victim of an alie!f craft in Bass .Strait o 
In. Jul:;r, 1920, a scho-oner disappeared in the strait , .. setting off 
an intense ai_r-;s·ea -searcho Crews and ca-ptai.ns- on two ships 
reportecL..seeing 11 large flares 11,. which thej were .sure- must be 
coming-from the .. schooner .. Thei-r belief was obviously shared .by· 
Capt o J.. Stut and Sergeant __ _ Ao-G. ·Dalzell wl;to flevr toward the. flare 
area o Ne.ither the schooner nor the plane· was ··seen again o As 
in the·Valentich .case, no-wreckage· was ever discoveTedo 

On 19th Oct .. 1934? an even··st_rang�r··mishap--happened:.- o� 
·-· .... Routine · ' 

At 10o30 ···am ,on 19th ·Octo ---the··new-·�asrnanian ·mail�plane, .. 
Niss..--H.obart, was over--the- strait with 12 :passengers aboard, 
eight miles. ·from Wilson·• s.Yromontory� · · He� ·pilot; Gilbert Jenl:::ins? 

.. radioed a routine message to fielbourne .. , el1ding--with the words : 
"Everything ·orr".. And. that \vas. it... 1\fothing was.-··ever heard 
of the plane or ... its· pa.ssenge.rs aga.in-.- No if race of "wreckage was 
ever · fnund.. 

· 

In that· era� the ·term ·"'UFO"" was yet to'· be-invented. But 
newspap-ers· .. o.f .. the time (without knowing it) very accurately 
described the -classic_ UFO .. activity that· surrounded this· Valentich-
like. �disappBarance o On 20th Octo "The Age" published what it 
called "a remarl-;:able story" -toJ.d �bY·. two-- surveyors ·working between 
·wilson • s- Promontory .lighthouss and the National Park Chalet o 

Said "The Age", "They-, said they pesi-ti vely··heard -·the 
drone of. 'a plane··behind r1t .... . ·Oberon at 10o30 am ru1.d it suddenly 
ceased., They were posi t±ve it \vas an .aeroplane engine, because 
everything was· so· still"� __ and···the sky was clear and sunny� There 

. was_ no. ___ drone. of a plane Ciying away a cJ 0 e the, sound ·sudd. enly stoppedJf 0 
One of ···the comm.onest tricks of the UFO is to stop the 

. engLnes -of cars and planes o In this case, many investigators 
·believe, it seems to have .. gone . a step further anO.. taken the 
Miss •.. Hobart- aboardo 
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During the weekend sea s e arch� the sauc er activity c on­
tinuedo On 22 Octo 1934 " The Age " reported that Mro J., r-1illington 
who was at the he lm of a ve s se l  near C ape Liptrap , had s e en a 

'white flare " in ·the sky.o 
Strange 
Acc ording to ·the paper , it was a very strange kind of 

flare ·inde ed , because it was large, and hung motionl e ss _in the airo 
The master , Capto John� ordered the ship to ste er full-speed 
toward the "flare" o Says ' The Age ' : "Ten minute s later , another 
light was ob s ervedo o o 1J'lhich had a di stenct pinki sh c o lor "  o 

Next day , ' The Age ' reported that the plane had not even 
been carrying flare so lvhat parall e l s  can b e  drawn b etween the 
di sappearance of the Mi s s  Hobart and the fate of Valentich and 
his C e s sna? During the final s e c onds of hi s broadcast , Valent ich 
radio ed Me lb ourne that hi s engine was rough-idling and c oughingo 

Eerie 
The r-1i s s  Hobart ' s  engine ( as ground ob servers rep orted ) 

suddenly stoppedo In b oth c as e s  there were di splays of eerie 
lights over Bas s  Straito In ne ither instanc e were bodi e s  foundo 

Another Valentich-echoing mystery involved the Tasmanian 
airliner, Loinao At 9o51 am on 2nd Octo 1935, she was flying 
over Bas s  Strait toward F-linders I s  lando The last mess age from 
her pil ot.,� A'of'.1o Evans, was " Approac hing Emitao Height , 1000 fe et o 
On c ourseo 136 degree s  c lo s ing .do'l.vnno On 3rd Octo· ' The S1..m' 
reported that the plane had trcrashed unseenn into the s e ao Next. 
day, s ome �.rreckage., inc luding a te le sc oped petrol: tan�c , were 
found - but no b odie s were rec overed., Said t The Sun ' : .. nThe 
smashed c onditi on of the pl·ane shows she dived at a terrific 
rate, shattering almo st to splinters on impactno 

Lurking 
Th1 s we e]( , for the first time , Australia may have the 

beginnings of hard evidenc e on what i s  really going on .in Bas s  
Straito And o f  whether s omething i s  lurking b eneath the water 
casually. rising, occasi onally , to c ol lect spec imens. 

Roy Manifold ' s  s eri e s  of picture s show not only a UFO, 
but a di sturb anc e  in the s e a, from which , the spe ed-blur sugge sts, 
it s e ems to have emergedo 

The se picture s wi ll soon go to multi.:...million dollar-US 
lab oratorie s  for ultimate magnifi c ati on c omputer analys i so 

* * * * 

OTHER 21ST OCTOBE R REPORTS •••••••• 

Mr. A. A. was awakened by a low supreesed righ pitched noise and saw an extensive light penctrntion 
entering the house. Mr. A. walked into the bathroom and looked out of the window and saw n lnrge oval 
shaped object glowing with light. A box like structure appeared below the object from which an 
internal light WQS pulsating from bright to dull� He awakened his wife and they both w2tchcd the 
object for about 8 minutes. The UFO was estimated at about the size of the moon at a 30° angle. 
After Jbout 8 mins. the object suddenly accelerated skyward and disnppeared; it was last seen at a 90° angle. 

21st Oct ••• ?.10 pm ••• 14 year old
. 

Christopher . Clark of Canterbury was lying �n his f ront lawn and 
looking up at the s�Jrs when he noticed a yellow object moving slowly through the sky (Still to be 
investigated). · · · 

21st Oct ••• Mr. James B. Mortimer reported a red object moving over the bay from south-west directionv 
He pointed the object out to his cab driver. They both agreed it could not have been an aeroplane. 

RINGWOOD SIGHTING - by J. Thompson 
.' · '  

At 8 pm on the evening o f  the 21:st Oct. '78 and· a perfectly clea r & calm night, David and Martin o f  Ringwood� · 
Victoria, were out _playing with their walky-t�lkies qown �t �h� �nd of �he street. They were no more 
than 50 yards apart when Kim who was standing· on tht{rhc of· n· hill 'qf the road, noticed n star-shaped. 
object in the NW at a very low altitude of 2500-3000 .ft and at 3n azimuth of 70o. The object moved slightly 
faster than an Jircraft on an approach ru�, heading inn NE di rection where . it then disnppenred.behind 
a grove of tall pine trees • . 
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During the observation both witnesses recall  that there was a low pulsating hum zssocintcd 

with the craft, but once out of view was not nudibla any longer. Ech of their communicators beczme 
inundated with static that even within 3 min walking distance they were inoperable. The object 
nppe8red from their description, to have "bright white lightsrr, placed intermitently at eJch tip of the 
"star-fish shaped craft» and at various points along the arcs to the tips. The hull itself having 
irregularly placed rectangles emitting 2ll  the visibl� colours of the spectrum with n soft glow effect. 
They do both distinctly remember one "big bright l ig ht", which appeared in the middle of the underside 
of the object. 

This sighting closely resembles that made by a Brighton doctor and other witnesses in the areas at the 
same time. 

Letter received from Mrs. G. McNiece dated 2nd Nov. '78 

This is just a brief note to advise you that I snw some strange lights in the sky · on the 
SaturdJy (21st Oct) that pilot V�lentich disappeared. 

r�y husband and I ware standing in �Jicklow St. ,  Ormond. (our home is nearby) .  A friend had been 
visiting and we were watching her car waiting to enter Jasper Road. It was about 7. 15  pm and I was 
distracted by our childran and the traffic on Jasper Road, so I am afraid that I noticed the lig hts only 
briefly. We sometimes see search l ights in the sky from Caulfield direction so I d id not think nny more 
about the sighting until my husband reminded me on Monday 23rd Oct. when he was reading about the mystery 
d isappearance of pilot Valentich. 

My husband d id not s�e the lights on Stito 21st. (Neither did my friend in her cJr). Ho was 
watching our friend ' s  czr when I called out 'What are those lights?' Are they fireworks ' ?  For � min. 
or even less (probably closer to 15 sec. ) I saw lights which seemed to fall like silver rain. The sh�pe 
was not quite vertical. I did not think of the term "cigar shaped" until I read the article in the 
Moorabbin Standard for 1st Nov. I tried to describe the shape to my husband by drawing my arms in the air. 
The lights seemed to fall or to be switched off very quickly from top to bottom in sequence. As far �s 
I can remember now, the lights were silver, I cannot remember any colours. The lights were very bright 
and flashed on and off quickly. 

The time was about 7. 15  pm when it w�s dusk. The l ig hts were north-east from where we were 
standing. This information may be of interest to you although I am afraid any sighting (if it was such) 
was very brief. The lig hts were like "Tinker Bel l ' s  fairy dust 11• 

* * * * * * * * * 

U. F. 0. ' s  • • •.  why 200,000 visits without a single hijack? "Nntion Review" Melbou rne . . .  14 July '78 

*** 

BASS S T RAI T UFO GETS TOP BI LLING - Hob2rt ''Mercury" 29 Nov. ' 78 

New York • • •  The disappearance of n Cessna plane over Bass Strait in October after its pilot 
reported sighting a UFO was mentioned in the United N2tions yesterday. Sir Eric Gairy, Prime Minister of 
Grenada, has asked the UN to add unidentified flying objects to its list of concerns. Speaking before 
the General Assembly ' s  special political committee, he said the U FO incident in Australia seemed a 
compelling reason for the UN to take a serious look at· the UFO phenomenon. He was referring to 
the 21 st Oct. disappearance of a single-engine Cessna plane after its pilot, 20 year old Frederick 
Valentich, told �lelbourne air controllers 3 hrgc UFO was playing games with him. 

*** 

�UfO� fl!_O!' �LfVfL_HfAQEQ' · · · ·  Melbourne 11Hera ld" 24th Oct. ' 78 

The pilot missing after reporting a U FO was hand-picked as an air training instructor 
''because he was no fool 11, the man who chose him said today. Sqn.-Ldr. Ronald Grandy said missing · pilot 
Frederick Valentich was "level-headed ' and could hold his tongucn. Sqd. -Ldr. Grandy said Valentich was 
11common-sense on legs" and this was why he had chosen him to instruct at the Air Training Corps 
headquarters in Melbourne. 

"AUST RALIAN" 27 Dec. ' 78 

Sightings of five unidentified flying objects in New Zealand confi rmed by Wallington air 
traffic control have g iven hope to Mr. & Mrs. Guido Valentich, of Melbourne that their missing son may 
still be alive. 

Aviation experts said they believed Valentich had crashed into the sea. But his father 
claims the N. Z. sightings on Friday have confirmed his theory that U FO activity over Australasia 
has increased. "The latest sightings, together with their radar confirmation, just go to show that 
something is going on" Mr. Valentich Snr. said yesterday. 1\vho is really to know what happened to 
my son? The New Zealand reports are similar to what my son told air traffic control before losing radio 
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contact. I have learned f rom �FO expert� in the U . S. that a pilot recently disappeared in similar  
ci rcumstances. I now believe the Federal Government must know more than it is telling the Australbn 
public. So fa r, all it has done is  to. cove r the entire UFO phenomenon with an aura of fantasy. 
But how can you argue with positive radar sightings? And why is it that no one from the air  force hos 
come to see me to discuss the matter? No one wants to expla in 11• 

BASS STRAIT CLOSE ENCOUN T E R  
1�E ' ll S E E  HIM AGAIN" B risbane "Telegraph" 4th Nov. ' 78 

"I still have a gut feeling we are going to s�.;e F rederick Valentich again ", a top American 
researcher of unidentified flying objects reports, said today. 

Allan Hendry, chief investigator  with the Centre for U FO Studies, headed by former astronomy 
professor, O r. J. Allen Hyneck, said he believed Valentich could have been captured by a spnccship over 
Bass Strait. 

1toly hunch is  that he ' ll reappear, unhurt", said Al2n Hendry, basing his feelings on 
similarities to the case of  an Arizona wpodcutter, T ravis Walton , who claimed to have been. -captured by a 
UFO for five days in November, 1 975. "St3tements by F r�derick Volentich ' s  father that he believes his 
son could have been captured by a U FO strongly parallel statements by Travis Walton ' s  mothern he said. 
"She always seemed confident he r son was alive and would be rt:tu rned unharmed". 

Hendry, chief investigator -with the UFO centre since 1 975, said the Melbou rne mystery had 
been the main preoccupation for himself and D r. Hynek  for a week. Mr. Hendry said today : "The Melbourne 
case immediately brought to mind precedents for claims of interference with aircraft by unidentified 
objects. Where I see the g reatest simila rity to the Melbourne mystery is the Travis Walton cnso, where 
seven woodcutters claimed to have seen a spaceship on the g round". 

Walton, 22� got out of a truck in which they were all driving 2nd approached the object. 
His six companions said they saw him "zapped" by a beam-like lig htning. They panicked �md ran aw-cy, and 
Walton had disappeared when they retu rned. Six days iater, he called his b rother-in-l2w from a 
telephone box about 18 km from wh�re he had disappeared. He s3id he had been taken aboatd u spaceship 
manned by creatu res about 1. 5 m (4 ft. 10  in) tall ·�ith large eyes, small  noses, mouths and eors and 
without hair". 

five of the six timbercutters passed a lie-detector test. The sixth lumberjack ' s  test was 
ruled inconclusive because he still seemed too highly a�itated • . 

Wnlton failed one lie detector test but another established that he appeared to believe his 
story. Allan Hendry said today : "The fi rst test was controversial. T ranscripts show the questions 
were rude and leading. 

'�alton ' s  mother, like F rederick Valentich ' s  fnther, said her son had been interested in UFO ' s. "  

* * * * * 

f.R!E�T _s�v� .:. fibOl fOQL£ �AYE _BfE� IA�E� • • • ••.• usun " Sydney 27 Oct. ' 78 

An Australian clergyman ' s  story of "close encounter" with eight spaceships is one of the 
world ' s  most spectacu lar and detailed UFO reports. In June, 1959, the Reverend William Gill, f rom 
Melbou rne, was working at an Anglican mission station at Boianai, 320 km east of Port Moresby, New Guinea. 
He said he saw eight UFO ' s  and then he and 12 n atives saw four 11human-like 11 figu res on the outside of �me 
craft, apparently working on it. He waved and the figur�s waved back. Mr. G ill kept a detailed log 
of his sightings and 27 p�ople signed- statements saying they had witnessed the events. 

Mr. Gill said today that in the light of his experience he was inclined to believe that· missing 
Melbou rne pilot Frederick Valentich did meet with a spaceship. "1 don ' t  believe it would have been from 
Mars but my own sighting in New Guinea -was a metallic object which I could not explninn he said. 
1'1 don ' t  know what has happened to him bu_t. he could h:we met something similar" said �lr. G ill. Ho s:Jid 
he would rather

.
wait a couple of

_
weeks to see if any fu rther infor�ation came to light. HI am tempted to 

say 8 ' yes, he d1d meet a spaceshlp ' .  But on the other hand the p1lot could have been a beliJvcr in 
U FO ' s  and willed himself into putting a false interpretation on to something he could not explain. Even 
after what I recorded I am not going to be dogmatic. I on ly recorded what I saw and after examination 
I decided there was no reasonable explanation". 
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THE FiillEDOH 011' IFFORf1ATI OIT FI GHT 

The disappearanc e of Pi lot Frederick Valent ich c ame as 
a surprise  to the Australian public , mo st of whom do not reali se 
that there have b e en many inc ident s where pilot s  and airc raft 
have di sappeared during the ·pre senc e of UFO ' s o  Ne ither are 
most pe ople aware of the batt le b e ing fought by U o S o  ufologist s  
against the offic ial secrecy t o  malre UFO informat ion .availab le 
to  the people who pay the government b i lls o  r-l_any of the 
ufologi st s have ri sJ.red or l o st the ir j ob s  as a re sult of  ma1::ing 
known cases available o 

The lat e st l.�nown victim i s  Tiobert Todd who reve aled the 
cas e  where a Cuban j et was de stroyed by a UFO after the int er­
ceptor fired on the UFOo The inc ident oc curred in the skie s  
over Cuba in r· .. iarch , 1 967 o Todd had knowledge of the enc ounter 
�nd re que st ed the document through the Fre edom of  Informati on 
Act o Pre ssure was applied by two F . B . I .  _agent s when they 
vi sit ed him at his home in Ardmore , Pennsylvania on 28 July , 1 978 � 

Leading the fight against offic ial s ecrecy i s  Ground 
Sauc er vlatch · of · Ari zona ( GSl1 ) o GSW , although one of  the 
small e st and least c ommerc ial of  the ma j or groups , . has financ ed 
thi s tr·emendous effort out of its own t reasury o 

W o Todd Zeche l ') Director of GSv! and the C it i z ens 
Against UFO Secrecy ( CADS ) is t o  b e  c ongratulat ed on the 
surpri sing suc c e s s  of hi s organi sat i ons t o  se cure much supre ssed 
informat i·on against gre at odds o 

* * * * 

.. 
VUFORS IN U .  F o 0 .  DOCUr,·IENTARY 

The VUFORS Pre sident and Vice-Pre sident ·were int erviewed 
for a Jap�ne se  t e levi si on programme last month o NIPPON Te le­
vi sion NetworJ.� Corporat i on sent a s even man crew to  Australia 
and New Zealand to make a 90 minute documentary on the Bas s 
Strait a.i'J.d C o ok Strait flap s  o 

The Network was primarily intere sted in the di sappearanc e 
of Pilot Frederick Valentich and UFO sightings which oc curred 
on that same day and night o 

After le aving· Nelb ourne the T o  V o  crew fle·w t o  King I sland 
and int erviewed witne s s e s · of UFO incident s report ed in the 
TUFOIC Bulletin o 

The film made i:a. :Snglish has - ·Japane se dubbing o 
::: * * 

LETTER TO THE SOCIETY FTIOfJI AN ' EYE-WI TNESS ' IN BRIGHTON , VIC 0 
( Name and addre s s  in file ) 

Summary of  my report of  a UFO sight ing at Bright on , Vic o 
at 2 o 43 pm Summer Time on the 1 2th Nov a ' 78 o  

I am a Master Mariner �ith 33  years o f  practical sea­
going expe:ienc e , not remot e ly superstitious and s�_(ept i cal of s o  
?alled fly1ng saucers o On the day c oncerned , I was re laxing 
1n our bac�: yard , the weather was find and very c lear with light 
pass ing low c louds o The wind was from the S outh at 1 5/20 Jcnot s .,  
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I first noticed an apparent ly large ob j ect pas sing just 
south of and in the glare of the sun o  Thought s of a large b ird , 
�it e & balloon c ame t o  mind but the s e  were re j ect ed aft er noting 
the forc e & direction of the wind o At thi s stage I was only 
casually intere st ed but had the impre s sion that it was egg or 
oval shaped , dark c ol oured with brovm bai'1.ds underneath o I then 
start ed to take more not ice ; by this t ime it was gett ing l ower in 
elevat ion when I saw a dome on t op o  Reali zing then that it · was 
something unusual I studied it very intent ly to take in as much 
detail as p o s s ib le b efore it di sappe ared behind the ro of of the 
hous e o The dome was dark grey & very solid looking , the base 
like an inverted sauc er apparently hollow underneath , shiney m 
top & gave the impre ssion of being waved as i s  often s e en when 
light metal i s  we lded o I was surpri sed by the sharp angle s  in _ 
it s c onstructi on ,  at the t op c orners of  the dome , the j oin of the 
dome t o . the base and at the outer edge s of the base o The dome 
c overed ab out 1 /3rd of the diamete r  of the base and was 1 �  t o  
twic e it s dept h o  I t  was probab ly in s ight for a bit le s s  than 
one minut e o When first s ighted b e aring 345°T 70° e levat i on 
and when going behind the house 290° True 20° e levat i on o  C ourse 
ab out 280 T ,  speed 60/90 Jt:not s o He ight probab ly l e s s  than 2000ft o 
Diameter a little larger than a full  moon o  Using the s e  figure s 
give s an actual diameter of  about 22 ft o 

There was no noi s e , no li�ht s and no vapour trai l o 
After figureing that it would probab ly have pas sed within 3 t o  
4 mi le s o f  the �1o orabbin Airport c ontrol t owe r , I rang the 
airp ort direct or to try and obtain informati on o  He referred .m.e 
t o  D o C o A G  Tullamarine who referred me t o  the R o A . A . F o  I was 
persuaded by the R o A . A . F .  to permit them to not ify the media & 
to  furni sh them with a ful l report o I agre ed t o  thi s on c onditi on 
that they advi sed me of the out c ome of the ir sub s e quent inve st­
igat i on o  

After two months I wrot e t o  the R . A ., A . F o  request ing a 
reply t o  my lett er and rep ort and short ly aft er rece ived a lett er 
sugge st ing that the  ob j ect I sighted was a light aircraft with 
the shape di st orted by the glare of the sun o 

I rep lied that I c ould not under any c ircumstanc e s  
ac c ept this suggestion a s  in the latte r  stage o f  the sighting 
the ob j ect was c omplet e ly unaffected by glare ; it s shape was 
very c le arly and sharply defined and was not any type of aircraft 
that I know o 

· 

To me , it s apparent c onstruction , light base and sharp 
angle s doe s not sugge st an int erplanet ary vi s it or ,  but it s slow � 
very steady and ab s o lut e ly silent moti on acro s s  the wind was 
s omething c omplet e ly unl:nown to me and s omething I c annot logically 
explain o 

* * * 

C o i o A o_IS v/ATCHING_UFO�s o o o o Document s '  show flying sauc er c over-up ' 
Adelaide " Advert i s er"  1 5  Jan o · ' 79 

WASHINGTON - Document s obtained in a lawsuit against the 
CIA show that the agency has been secretly involved in watching 
UFO '. s s inc e 1 949 o Ground Saucer Watch , a nat i onal re s e arch 
organi sati on of about 500 scient i st s , engineers and others who 
se�k sc i entific ally t o  prove or di sprove the exi stenc e of UFO ' s ,  
sa1d ye st erday the CIA repeat edly said it had investigate d  and 
c lo sed its b o oks on UFO ' s in 1 952 . 

But the Arizona-based group said 1 000 page s of document s 
obtained under a Fre edom of Inforr.aati on suit show u the Government 
has b e en lying t o  us all the se ye�rs " o  
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Mr c 1:1 o Spaulding <> he ad of the c;roup and an aero spac e 
engineer , said the document s showed US embas s i e s  were used t o  
help gather informati on on UF O  sight ings and the informat i on 
" se ems t o  be directed t o  the CIA ') the White House and the Nat i onal 
Security Agency " o  He s aid a 1 952 CIA memo rec ommended c ontinuing 
surve il lanc e of " flying s auc e rs " and urged that no indicat i on of 
CIA int erest or c onc ern should reach the Pre s s  or pub l i c o 

But Mr o Spaulding said , the document s showed links and 
patt erns in the sight ings and from that evidenc e he b e l i eved 
UFO ' s " are here on surve i llance mi s s i ons " o  

He had sworn st at ement s from ret ired US Air Forc e c olone l s  
that at least two UFO ' s  had crash-landed and b e en rec overed by 
the Air Forc e o The crashe s were in Mexic o in 1 948 and near 
Kingman , Ari z ona , in 1 9 53 o The retired c o l one l s  c laimed t o  have 
glimpsed dead aliens who in b oth c a s e s  were " ab out four feet tall 
with s i lveri sh c omplexion s  and we aring silver outfit s that seemed 
fused to the b ody from the heat " o 

Among the document s are several detai led report s of USAF 
att empt s either t o  interc ept or de stroy UFO ' s o  

In a 1 976 inc ident in I ran , one rep ort says , two F o 4  
Phant om j et fighter-b ombers pursued a large UFO that s eemed t o  
send out smaller craft o 

One of the smaller craft 11 he aded straight t oward the F c 4  
at a very fast rat e of spe ed " , the report s ays o "The p i l ot 
attempt ed t o  .fire an · AIY-1-9 mi s sile at the ob j ect but at that 
inst ant - hi s  we apons c ontrol pane l went off and he lost all 
c ommunications " a 

The rep ort says the pilot e luded the craft , then watched 
as it " returned to the primary ob j ect for a perfect re j oin " o 

Mr o Spaulding said hi s group was wait ing for a Federal 
judge to rule on the last phase of it s CIA suit , which s e eks 
acc e s s  to 57 items that would provide " hard evidenc e "  of  UFO ' s  
or " retrieval s of the third l�ind " o 

He said the 1 1 evidenc e "  inc luded moti on picture s <>  gun­
camera film and re s idue from landings c  
( Mr o  SpauldinE i s  one of  the seni or execut ive s of  GSW ) 

* * * * * * * * 

�·IOP� OVE:rlSEAS HEPGRTS 

UFO ' s  SCARE VILLAGERS o o o  " C ourier Hai l " Bri sbane o 21 Feb o ' 79 
Port -More sby:- 0 - - VTllagers in the Gusap are a s outh of f·1ada.ng 
are b e ing fright ened qy unident ified flying ob j ect s o A former 
transport mini st er , I1r o Bruc e Jephc ott , t o ld Papua New Guine a ' s  
Nat i onal Parliament ye st erday that Air Niugini p i l ot s , flying 
in the Gusap area had oft en s een the UFO ' s  and had b e en ab le t o  
tracJ.: the ir spe ed b y  radar o 

· 

UFO CHASHES o o o  " Herald " Ee lb ourne 22 Aug o ' 78 
Antananarivo ( Madagascar )  0 0 0  An unidentified f lying ob j ect has 
crashed and exp l oded in the marl:-et place of Port Dauphin '> the 
Int erior Hinistry said t oday o  
Radio r-'Iadagas c ar said the c igar-shaped UFO lit up the whole t o1.m 
before plunging t o  the ground o Local p e ople rushed from their 
beds t o  put out the flame s and the re were no casualt i e s o �:he 
radi o did not say what happened t o  the "''reckage or indic at e  where 
the UFO might have c ome from o 

ANO�HER �NCOill\fTER o o o "f·1irror " Sydney 29th Nov o ' 78 
Nex1c o C 1ty o o o Two ob j ect s de scrib ed as lumin ous flying sauc ers 
were reported by re sident s and a p o li c e  offic er near Guadala j ara o 
Authoritie s s aid one of the ob j ec t s  hovered ab out 1 0m over the 
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patrol car of policeman Francisco Diaz Cortes and emitted a red 
light that turned on the car's siren and made it - spin around o 

RIDDLE OF SAUCER AT SOURCE o • •  
Kuwait7o 7Pol1ce today added to the mystery surrounding a flying 
saucer that reportedly landed at an oil pumping station on Friday . 
A spokesman said that seven Kuwait oil company experts, including 
an American , saw a disc�like object with a red dome, larger than 
an airliner, at the oil company pumping stat ion at Umm Al-Aiche, 
50 km from Kuwait . 
The seven went to the site after the company's main computer 
showed that the station had stopped working . The men planned to 
examine the object but hesitated and saw it rise into the air and 
fly away, he said. They had returned to the station to find 
equipment operating normally . 

FIJIANS SIGHT 2 UFO ' s .  o .. ..  o "Herald" : rJielbourne 9th Dec. 1 78 
Suva7o 7  A Fiji-livestocJr officer and his v1ife reported sighting . 
two wingless cucumber-shaped objects flying low over their village 
for about seven minutes last night. Mr . Vilikesa Bautarua, 32 , 
said they were glowing red and moving slowly. "I have never se en 
anything like it . before o I still can't get over it. It was 
fascinating", he said. 
Footnote : The cucumber is the most common object of its shape 
on Fi.j i .  Cigars are rare • 

.AND THE IRISH TOO .. .  o .  "Mirror" Sydney 3rd Jan. ' 79 
The Australi'�in -TV film of UFO ' s over Christchurch has sparJ<ed 
off a UFO craze in Ireland. Dozens of spaceship sightings have 
be en reported by normally conservative sl�JWatchers over Belfast 
and other towns throughout Ulstero .At Glengormley a man ·· whose · · · 
home was be ing buzzed called police to report a "very bright 
star-like craft" . 
And Belfast's · UFO research Centre has logged mo.re than 60 sight­
ings in the past couple of days. A local UFO expert, said 
today : "Reports of sightings have been pouring in". 
Guinness • • •  "We 1 ve had reports from people we know to be amateur 
astronomers and other sci entists - and they can't all be crazy ! "  
A senior Belfast police officer said : "I think the increase in 
Guinness and whisky sal es over Christmas and New Year have a 
lot to . answer for" . � 

· 

UFO ' s OVER JERUSALEM . .. . .  "Nev.Ts" Darwin , 5 .  Jan o . .  1 79 
Unidentified-

flying objects have been seen over Jerusalem in the 
last two . nights • 

. Two nights ago, people reported "strange ?lying saucers 
emitting blue lights" over the Intercontinental Hotel on r.-1ount 
Scopus. Police were sceptical, but saw them too, and alerted 
the Air Force· . .  and W�?.ther bureau , neither of which have 
announced the ir findings. 

UFO ODDS TUMBLE • • • •  "Sun" Melbourne 1 2  Jan . ' 79 
�ondon7.7. Br1tish boolDnaker Don Butler, who offered odds of 
50 to 1 against an alien landing on earth this year, ·has slashed 
his odds to 20 to 1 after a rush of bets from punters. 
"Everyone seems to have gone Martian crazy" he said. "Personally , 
I don't believe a word of all this UFO business, but I can't 
risk too big a hiding if it ever does happen". 
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Thi s i s  the first picture of an Unidentified Flying Ob j ec_t now 
being inve stigated by the RAAF in Malaysia . ( picture re ferr�d to 
in the ne\vspaper artic le not shown here in Bulletin but alongside 
newspap er article ) o · ., 
The _ UFO was photographed as it hovered in the evening sky near 
the RAAF base at Butterworth , in north-we stern f1alaysiao 
The identity of the airman who took the picture has not b e en 
released . 
He has told RAAF inve stigators , inc luding an intelligence team 
that he noti c ed the ob j ect as he l e ft a supermarket in Butter­
worth tovmship shortly after 6 pm . " It was glowing a bright 
orange c olour and had s everal p orthole type windows al ong its 
circular outer edge " the airman said . He s aid the ob j ect 
hover ed above Butterworth f or nearly 20 minut e s. The picture was 
one of twelve he thought he had tru�en ., But when the f i lm was 
deve l oped only two showed the UFO o 

* * * * * * * * * 

NOTEo • • •  George D .  Fawc ett , VUFORS memb er o f  l ong standing i s  
mru{ing a study o f  human reacti on t o  UFO ' s. 
Anyone with information to c ontribute should write to 
him ato . . 602 Battleground Road , Linc o lnton , North 

C arol ina . 28092 . U. S . A .  

* * * 

YOUNG 1'-'IEIVIBERS • • •  o 1 5  and under -

You sti ll have time to c omplete a pro j ect on UFO ' s .  

Re sults will be announced at the Sec ond General Meeting· 

thi s year. 

* * * 

DATE_OF THE NEXT_GENERAL_fv'IEETING_ : - 5th Ap r i l ' 79 at the 
Th e at re t t e , Nat i on al Mu s eum , *- e n t e r  fr om La t ro b e  St r e e t , 

Me lb ourn e .  Th e t i me - 7 - 45 p . m .  Ga t e s t o  the a t re t t e  are 
alm o s t opp o s i t e  R . M . I . T .  

Australian UFO Bulletin i s. produced by the Victorian UFO Re search 
Soci ety , . P� O .  Box LJ-3 , t·1o orabbin. 31 89 , Victoria ,  Australia , and i s  
a non-prof1t organisati on dedicated to the ob j e ctive inve stigati on 
of the u�O phenomenon . The Soci ety welc ome s eye-witne s s  
acc ount·s , and any information c onc erning the ob servati on of 
unidentified flying ob j ects and unusual aerial phenomena o 
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