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EDITORIAL 

"Here we have a case that can be explained, -

positive evidence that there is something going on that we 
· cannot explain and once you get to that point people can start 

theorising what it might have been. Of course the standard 

theorising of extraterrestrial visitors or time travellers must 

be admitted as possibilities. It means do we have to take a 

new viewpoint on the human race and science as it is understood 

now - so you co�d say that this UFO subject is not something 

to be laughed at; it affects the fundamental beliefs of 

everybody in the way they live day to day; • •  o .  at last for 

the first time we have positive proof that something unusual 

is going on;as we probe more- deeply, the answers to the 
questions this case rais·es turn out to be what people have 

suspected since 1947 - we have visitors from some place!" 

This was the summing up by Dr. Bruce Macabee an 

optical physicist for NICAP (National Investigation Committee 

on Aerial Phenomena) after 3 months of analysis by seventeen 

of NICAP's scientists and by two scientists from the CIAo 

In line with our February edition of the UFO Bulletin 

concerning the well known Cook Strait Flap, as predicted -� 
many expert debunkers commenting on the New Zealand incident 

are suffering from severe indigestion after being forced to 

eat their words in reference to the most recent announcement 

by Channel 0 on results of analysis of the footage taken over 

Cook Strait late last year by Quentin Fogarty and his team. 

No doubt there are a lot of very red faced people 

who are still in a state of shock after hearing the positive 

confirmation of the UFO's sighted over Cook Strait, announced 

by Dr. Bruce Macabee along with Dr. JoA. Hyneck in a New 

York news conference, on an American programme called 

"Good Morning, America"o 

-·- ·-�------
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This· final long awaited result afte r  the analysis 

of the film , was announced on the Channe l  0 evening news on 
the '18th April, and not beyon�,__ any 

... 
sc ope of the1_.+�m�€E.ination , 

is what the world has b e en waiting t o  hear, and has at last 
allowed the the orists behind the supersonic ins ects and 

migrat ory mutt on bird the ori es to  rest from the ir nail biting 
anxiety , to find that they are the ones t o  have b een c omp letely 
deblinked themse lves o 

The most attractive stat ement made by Dr o Mac ab e e  
f o r  NICAP which has been in operati on f o r  20 ye ars and has 

analysed some 2000 UFO cases wasoo11 This is the opposite kind 

of UFO film; it has tremendous basis in fact and in the 20 

years of NICAF's existence, the only film that NICAP can say 

is verified fi lm of a UFO " o  

Startling news t o  s ome but one most expected by 
Ufologists and organizations alike around the world o The New 
Zealand Air Forc e may be glad to le arn that this Soci ety 
does partially agree with their debunking the ory. o o o That· is 
to say that there is definit e ly something very fishy going 

on in the high altitudes of the night skies over Cook Strait, 
but one thing is for sure - it c erta�nly is not caused by 
" lights on Japanese squid b oats "o 

In any c ase the operati ons of VUFORS , with spe cial 

thanks to our Vic e Presiqent - Mr o Paul Norman who has spent 
a lot of time and effort in reporting the facts as presented; 

shall c ontinue t o  do so  with the b est possib le details 
availab le a Beyond a doubt, for as many sighting reports 

that are going t o  be made in the future , debunking the ori es 

will be reborn for as long as the UFO phenomena exists o 
However , one c ons olation that you can readily assume, is that 

officialdom ' s  debunking guide b ooks for trained personne l 
must be stacked as high as the Eiffe l Tower o 

- John Thompson .. 
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E,A�T,!1QQAKE_Ll.GHTS 

Credit:� Dept. of the Interior - u.s. Geological Survey 
News Release - July 3rd, 1977. 

According to an American scientist, earthquake lights, 
-which are luminous phenomena observed to occ'Llr during some 

earthquakes, are worthy of additi9nal scientific investigation. 
Unfortunately very little work has been done.on these lights as 
most of the reports have been made by untrained observe�s. 

The first investigations of earthquake lights were 
carried out in the early 19;01s by two Japanese seismologists, 
one of whom collected 1500 reports from the Idu Peninsula 
earthquake which occurred at 4.30 a.m. on 26th Nov. 1930. 
In the case of the Idu Peninsula quake, almost all the observers 
agreed that the sl� was lit up as if by sheet_ lightning but 
that each flash was of a much longer duration than that of 
lightning. Some described the lights as �esembling auro�al 
streamers, beams and columns, fireballs, or as a ruddy glow in 
the sky, .

. 
estimated to be 50 miles to the east of the qual.se • B 

epicenter, nearly 70 miles to the northeast and more:th�g 40 
miles to the west and were seen both before and af-ter the qual":e 
for some time but ware most conspicuous during the peak of the shn01r 

Earthquake lights have also been observed at sea� In 
January 1922, when an earthquake occurred off the coast of north� 
ern California') an observer noted a glow at sea which \vas at 
first thought to be a ship on fire. In October 1926, a flash 
of light at sea, resembling a "transformer exploding'' was seen 
at the same time. as a quake centered in Monterey Bay. 

The late Prof. James Ee f-1cDonald, formeriy an: 
atmospheric physicist at the University of Arizona, Tucson, 
put forth one theory that in the case of the Hebgen Lake earth­
quake in Montana in 1956, space charge might be transported 
through a vertical distance of 300 metres (about 900 feet ) by 
aerodynamic drag from a landslide triggered by the quakeo. 
He said that this could possibly set Up temporary electrical 
imbalances that would lead to luminosity but this could not 
�ccount for most of the sight�ngs which do not include lahdsiides. 

. . : . . . 
A second theory by another. pl1ysicist is linlced to the 

"piezoelectric" effect in quartz-bearing rock. (The piezoelectric 
effect refe�s to the setting up of an electrical potential in 
certain rocks - particularly quartz - as the result of stress 
changes) o . . · .  . . 

Evidenee exists that stress accumulated in rocks over , ·  a period of years would be released gr�dually beginning several 
days before a large earthquake. This straining could lead to 
generation of a high seismoelectric potential, generated by 
strep$ on piezoelectric quartz in the rocks and the ···re·sultant 
discharges might be seen several hours before the actual fault­
brea!c of the major earthquake, If this theory is correct, it 
m�l be possible to develop electrical monitoring methods for 
ea�thquake predictiono 
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UFO ' .§.  AND EARTHQUAKES ........ C omment s by J .. �1 .. Mage e  

You may wonder what earthquruce s  have t o  do with 
UFO ' s! In the 1 960 ' s  an earthquake was fe lt down through the 
c.entre of Australia, south of Darwin t owards Ade laide, just 
.mi ssi�g that c ity then turning we st.. It "flatt ened" a t own 
in W .A ... and offi c ials stated at the t ime that had there been 
a large city on that line, it would have caused more damage than 
the San Franc i s c o  qua�>;::e in 1 91 0.. About one month pri or t o  that 
shaJre, a numbe r of UFO sight ings had occurred throughout the 
area.. . About one month pri or to a b ig qualc:e in Japan and also 

. on another ,oc ·cas i on one month before a large shake in South 
America there had be en a spate of sightings in those  areas .. 

Some one onc e c omment ed t o  me that perhaps the UFO ' s  
cause the quake s.. I pre fer t o  think , and I would eA.rpect it t o  
b e  more like ly, that the Ufonaut s have the mean s  t o  asc ertain 
where and· propably what degre e of strength the forthc oming 
earthquake wil l  rec ord.. 

· 
I f , as i s  indicat ed by the prec eding 

art ic le , our earth sc ient i st s  have even c onsidered the 
possibility of monit oring earthquake s ,  then sure ly the rac e 
capabl e  of produc ing the machine s we have tagged UFO's i s  quite 
capable of other technological achi evement sihr in advanc e  of ourso 

Some years back , in fact as far back as Dec ember 1 965, 
Aust. F .S .. Review print ed a brief artic le on "Earthqual\:e s  and 
liFO's" by Roy Rus s e l l  who was Pre sident of the Qld F.S. Bureau o 

Because we be lieve thi s sub j ect  i s  b oth int ere sting and 
c ontroversial we are reprinting it in thi s editi on. If any 
reader wishe s t o  do  s ome further re s earch on thi s sub j ect, we 
would be pleased t o  print any appropriat e and suitable mat erial .. 

Apparent ly aft er trying t o  ma!ze us think and putt ing 
s ome earthmen t o  c onsiderabl e trouble in a c onc ert ed effort t o  
prove o r  disprove the New Zealand film on the odd 1�0 happenings 
in that part o f  the v-rorld, they turned their att ent i ons t o  the 
Adriat ic area causing exc itement among the re sident s there. 
Was it j ust c oinc idenc e that they were there a short time before 
the very s eri ous earthquake s in the Adriatic or were they 
real ly monit oring them? ( Ed ..... oyou might not e  als o that though 
the "Herald", which i s  notably anti-sauc er , print ed the rep ort s , 
they had t o  "have a go" at the ' little green men ' o  They 
probably wouldn't have print ed the items if no green men had 
been menti oned! ) o 

EARTHQUAKES AND U. F. O.'s ---�-------- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 by Roy Rus s e l l  

Ten years aft er Kenneth Arnold had hi s sight ing in 1 947 
(when the words 'flying sauc e r' were c oined ) , things began t o  

. happen on our p lanet : ( 1 ) i n  1 957-58 the Inte rnati onal 

... Geophysical Year ( I  . G. Y. ) went int o act i on and (2) the maj or 
powers- launched their spac e programs.. Today, 1 965, the s e  
pro j ec t s  are sti ll hard at it; and s o  are the UFO ' s. 

The se three act ivit i e s - I.G.Y. , spac e re search and 
UFO ' s  - s e em to share the same int ere st s : (1 ) the ge ophys ical 
c onditi on of the planet s and (2) the ir habitability .. 
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Researchers generally agree that the UFO,. s do display 
a sc ient ific int erest in our planet : rocket proving grounds� 
spac e research c entres and aerodromes are familiar hunt ing 
grounds for UFO ' so Others suggest that they als o  show a ke en 
interest in the faultline or earthquake zones on earth. 

In 1 961 " Rob ert J o Gribble , an America...n. Researcher , 
listed 21 instanc es for the year 1 960 where UFO ' s  were sight ed 
over act ive earthquake zones in vari ous parts of the worldo 
In seven instanc es the ' quake pre c e eded the sighting and in 
fourt e en cases the UFO turned up just prior to the quake ( oft en 
on the same day, and never more than nine days b efore _or aft er 
the quakeo Unfortunately , no other c orre lat i ons are known to 
me at this timeo 

Now why should the UFO' s suddenly turn up t o  ··observe 
our age_;old� mundane earthquakes ? - this is tantamount t o  the 
ent ire ·s·t·aff of the C.Soi.RoO. rushing over to New Zealand to 
see a geyser gush; there's nothirig new in thato · 

But.Hapgood , in his book "Earth ' s  Shift ing Crust " 
(1958) say� t oday ' s  earthquakes are far from mundane o They 
are inc-rea_sing in fre quency and int ensity b ecaus e , argues 
Hapgo od , · ·our ·.planet is now fe eling the c entrifugal e ffect of 
the Antar9tic i c e-cap which is causing another shift in the 
earth1s crust - another t i lt as the expressi on has it . 

It is n ot given t o  many scient ists t o  study a ma j or 
shift in action; it c ould b e  why the UFO's are l oathe t o  go 
back home o 

Another �,ct or which c ould cause more earthquakes and 
als o int erest UF01s is that during 1 957/58 the sun. changed its 

.-polarity . If  $UTI spots effect our weather and radi o 
c ommunicat ions; what effect would a c omplet e reversal of the 
sun's poles ·, never before obs erved have on earth o I don • t  
think we can entire ly dismiss the idea that the sun ' s reversal 
isn't ·· ups:etting our weather, air and sea currents and regular 
patt ern 

-�
f __ eart.hquakeso 

.. · ._And maj or quakes are c ertainly on the increas e! 
( A  ma.j.o" J;' -i.s one·· .that registers a minimum of forc e  6 on .the 
Richter Scale ) o  Not e the f ollowing world figures : 1 945 � 1 5  
maj ors were recordedo 1 950 - 30 ma j ors ; 1 955 - approxo 30 
ma j ors; (1 957/58) the sun changed p olarity ) o  1 959 - 1 32 maj ors 
shook the earth; 1 963 - 61 maj ors; 1 964 - 93 maj ors o  And for 
this year , 1 965, 62 maj o:t's have oc c·urred in the first six 
months ( figures taken fro'm the UoSo Coast & Ge odetic Survey) o 
These figures are extremely high when we learn that in the good 
old days , before the current flap of UFO ' s , our planet 
avera€?ed only 1 0  maj or earthquakes_ each,year! ( One cannot say 
tJ:at lmproved I o GoYo e quipment is ·responsible for the high 
f1gure.s now obtainedo A ma j or ,  because of its int�nsity , 
c ould always b e  detected even on the older e quipment at our 
disposal o 



SOME OVERSEAS REPORTS 

SAUCERS SEARCH IN THE ADRIATIC 
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-- �---- �------- - 'SUNDAY t4AIL' ��17th December 1978 

ROME - A 14 metre yacht, bristling with sophisticated electronic gadgets, intends to set 
sail this week to solve the mystery of "The Adriatic Tria,Jgle11 - the notorious stretch of Italian sen 
where reports of scores of flying saucers and supernatural phenomena are terrorising people. 
. Over the last t\.10 months the ntriangle il (between As coli Pice no and Pescara) has become 
the scourge of fishermen) alrline pilots and sailo�s - all frightened by pastel-green flying objects and 
luminous orange rays tr<JVarsing their routes. . . 

Seamen have reported sudden tidal w3ves on calm days, violent orange mushrooms nswg from 
the sea and navigation instru�ents that suddenly went berserk. . . 

' .· Pilots talked of nying objects rocketing from the sea at incredible speed to np across 
the skies . 

Two �ilitary airport officials at Brindisi, on the south-eastern tip of ifaly, reported 
seeing an object emitting orange and green lights. · 

Navy Captain Piero Gallerr.no set out to sea in Coastguard vessel CP 2018 on November 9 
after reports by varirnts tra�lers of an unidentified flying object sighting 6 km offshore. 

At 8.45 ·that nigh"!: Gallerno and his crew of five said they saw "a luminous red object rise 
from the sea at an angle of 45 degrees. The sea w:�s calm and visibility excellent, but for th_e next 
hours the rada r and radio suffered msjor i�terferenceo · . 

Reports of UFO's �re no novelty in a country where fantasy and fact have often merged 
inextricably by religious fervou� and hypnotic fascination for the bizarre. 

In March5 six cnffimercial airline pilots in the space of 10 minutes reported a green UFO 
behJ3e:1 r�ila:1 and florence .. 

Italy'� Govern�ent seems to take the apparitions more seriously than it admits in publicc 
Th,e weekly magaztna Panorama repr.rted last week that for 15 years the Italian Defence Ministry has 
kept a close eye and a heavy dossier on UFO's. 

�1e Niristry has just issued a new questionnaire to its military staff about future 
UFO s�otters t0 shed light on such burning issues as "the mode of propulsion, the composition, the 
s1Jeed and the manrwuvrability11 oi tha objecto 

GREEN MEN AND UFO'So •• IT1S AN EPIDEMIC! --- - - -- - .. . - - - - -- -· -- --:: "HERALD11 3 Jan. 1979 

Rome - Three poli�emen in Puglia say they saw three cigar-shaped discs spitting fire. 
A h?irdresser

.
says he met a

_
little Jreen man with horns� A Rome businessman told a nation-wide television a�d1e�ce. a·� h1� en �o�nt�r ·,nth hJO grey-col?ured 11mini·�mcn11 descending from the sky in a beam of light. 

Flshet men 1n tnc /\ana he reported sudden hdal l.rla\'es on calm days and balls of red light emerging fro:n the sea. 

f 11 • .Id taFan s are gripped by what the Milan daily Carriere Della Sera called "flying saucer ever - 1n ep1 . em .c pro�ort1ons. 
u�idcntified flying objects have created such a craze that even a prisoner in Sari escaped 

from his cell sr.d climbed onto the jail roof in the hope of spotting one. · 
Scientists: 11ufoloyists11, sociologists and other experts are given daily space in the news 

media to analyse the s t range phenomenon haunting Italians. It all began in Septe]ber when fishermen near the Adriatic port of Pescara sailed home one 
mcrning with tales �bo�t mysterious tidal �aves, mushrooms of red light rising from the sea and scores of 
flying saucers zig-iagging across the skies. 

··Shortly afterwards two of their colleagues drowned when their trawler capsized in what 
experts said w�s w2s an 3b:olutely calm night. 

r �
Earlier, psople

.
l:ving along the coastline reported that the sea suddenly receded 

hundreds 01 me .res1 only to sp1ll back, hours later, in a huge tidal wave. 

UFO'S 'CIRCLED C:·lURC::r - - ·- ·- - - - ·· �- - -- -irTIMES" - Canberta A. C. T. 5th Jan .. 1979 

Milan - An early mo;ning rolice pa�rol took photographs of luminous objects they say 
they saw ·yesterd-av morning circling Milan Cathedral. 

. . The policemen sai� the objects emitted a white light, were moving slowly, and looked 
s1m1lar to starso 
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UFO MEN KIDNAPPED ME : GUARD --------------
"HERALD" 13th Jan.1979 

ROME - Little green men from outer space have joined Italy's kidnap craze, according to 

night-watchman Fortunato Zanfretta. . . . . . 
Television viewers in Genoa tonight w1ll see h1m descr1be under hypnos1s how 10 or more 

unearthly kidnappers carried him off from �is rounds and hel� him captive �n a spac;,ship for several hours. 

"They had yellow triangular eyes, green skln and thorns growing out of theu cheeks he tells a doctor 

in tonight's documentary. 
'\Vhen they spoke, a green light came out of their mouths". . . . . 
The doctor, who put him in a trance before cameras to test h1s story, says he IS qu1te 

satisfied Mr. Zanfretta is not lying. 
"But that is not to say he objectively lived the experience", says the doctor. 

* * * * * 

"SUN" 17th April, 1979. 

BELGRADE - Entire families were among the 200 people killed in the earthquake which hit 
Yugoslavia's Adriatic resorts yesterday. 

"HERALD" 17th April, 1979. 

BELGRADE - President Tito toured the earthquake hit Adriatic coast today - as about 200 
more minor earth trembles shook the area. 

NEW QUAKE ROCKS RESORT TOWNS --------------
"SUN" 18th April 1979. 

BELGRADE - A strong tremor rocked Yugoslavia's earthquake devastated Adriatic region 
today, causing further damage in resort towns and mountain villages. 

* * * * * 

from the magazine 

Translated by Martine Ruffin o 

What follows i s  the we ll detailed case  o f  an ob s ervation 
of the type Clo se Enc ount er of the First Kind made by a Montreal 
fami ly while on a trip t·o Victoria , on the i s land of Vanc ouver 
in British Columbia o 

Our two principal witne s s e s  3 5  years of age are the 
parent s of 2 chi ldren and ask to remain anonymous., Normand. 
was a student for 1 9  years �nd i s  pre sent ly working at the 
SaGoM.,E., at the Mini stry of Educ ation., Marie was a student for 
1 5  years and she i s- now teachingo 

Data Sheet.,.,.,., 
Dat e : Tue sday, 1 8th July 1 978 
Time :· 1 1 .,40 pm Pacific t ime 
Length of Ob s ervation : 8 - 1 0  sec onds 
Probabi lity : 8 
Stra,ngene s s  : 8 
Type : Ra Ro No., 1 
Number of UFO 's 1 
Number of Witne s s e s  : 2 
Plac e : Vict oria; Springfield St., BaCo Canadao 
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At the end of July C laude r-1acDuff rec e ived a t e lephone 
call' from a: lady .from·,· Montreal who had returned from a voyage t o  
Victoria on the c oast o f  the Pacific ,  reporting that the se  

· · ·t·rave lle.rs had' b e en ·witne s s e s  t o  an observation of the  typ e  · Ro R�· Noo·�_.1·\ he asked'·thi s· lady·t o 
.
t.e lephone me in order.

to gi'!e 
me the informati on re lat ive t o  thi s observat i ono ·Foll()Wlng th1s 
c onversat ion I received in the daYs. that.followed a. · detailed 

: repor-c sent_ to m_
e by husband No�mane1� . . . · 

\'�fitne s s  acc ount ... o o o " Less than a month ago my wif.e and I 
witnes sed the pas sage ·of· a UFO in the sky over Vict oria o Thi s 
happened on Tue sday , 1 8th Jult at ab out 1 1 o 40 pm o Without fear 
of gett ing away from the truth I car... say thi s "appearanc e "  
last ed 8-1 0 sec ondso We were at the home of s ome fri ends in 
Springfield Stre et.. My wife and I were camping out in a house 
for an eveningc At that moment while  the childre�-w��� s l?eping , 
we were preparing our sleeping bags .. · In fact , knee ling down , 
I was unrolling my s�eeping bago I was 9n the right-hand side 
of the windowo l\1y attenti on was drawn by·what at .. first se emed 
t o  me· t o  be a very big ae roplane all ·lit up o · · 

In fac t it was only the wings which s eemed lit up 
( but what an amount of light).,_ It was a good 2 sec onds ·:·b efore 
I experienc ed any shock , before I realised that there were only 
wings ( withovt any b ody , etc). 

I thought I·was s e e ing a plane whose b ody and wings 
formed the shape of a cros s when it pas sed over our headso But 
there were only wings , c omplete ly lit up; no noi se. , not a s oundo 
And yet it was enormous o 

. . 
I got up and rushed t o ·t.he window, b e ckoning my wife 

Mari e , to c ome and se� a "flying sauc er' ·' .. At that moment I was 
c ertain that it w�sn ' t  a plane , ahelic opt er , a hydro plane, 
air ship etco Before my wife looked out of the window " the 
enormous lit-up flying ob ject " left its  slight ly vertical 
posit i on ( diagonal) and adopted a hori zont2l one .. 3 sec onds 
had e lapsed s inc e it first appearedo . · For ab out 7 sec onds , we saw the UFO fly slowly in front 
of us ( from left t o  _right , i.,e .. from south to n orth) and then 
di sappear behind a thick .c lump of tre e s  at the extreme right 
(of the fie ld of vis i on allowed by the window) .. 

Our cameras being in the car , we had no choic e ,  we had 
to· obse.rve the UFO as b e st we c ould and retain as many details 
of it as pos sib leo �o ne o But that ' s  not e�sy; the rtight was. c lear 
but the moon wasn't outo Yet , the l ight -· which was· entirely 
whit e and non-dazzling st o od out in the sky , · thus all owing us 
to rec ognize the c ont ours of the UFO and even t o  gue s s  at a dark 
mass making up the· upper p·art of the objecto As for the UFO 
overall it was 8 or 9 inches long ac ross  the window frameo 

I c onc entrated on 2 point s  in particular - the shape 
and the movement of the light .. 

On the one hand , the spac e-craft's extremely whit e  light 
came from a great many small white light s ( }.ike porthole s ,  
vent s or the light bulb s characterist i c  of.eiectric s igns)o 

On the other hand , you c ould notice  a rapid c ircular 
movement of the light - c ontrasting with the rather s l ow spe ed 
of the ob j ect - from left t o  righto Be side s having seen this 
same c ircular movement of the light , my wife observed the shape 
of the upper part of the UFO bett er .. Thus she retained the 
detail of a type of•beac on , s omewhat rectangular , c overing the 
upper part of the craft ( the dark .half of the UFO) o  This  steady 
white light seemed t o  c ome from the int erior of the mac hineo 



- 9 -

Just b efore the disappearanc e of the UFO� I made a 
c omment t o  my wife o ooit was a c omparison that described the ob j ect  
in a reas onab ly prec ise manner� 

· 
8I ' d  say it was a flying hydroglider ( hovercraft) ' o  
It was at an altitude of more or less 60 metre s . Those 

who witne ssed it would have easi ly heard the s ound of a plane 
or o f  a helicopter etc o at this di stanc e o  Marie noticed that 
there were stars in the sky as she identifi ed the Big Bear o 
Another detai l struck Normand when the ob j ect moved away : he 
not iced q less dense and uni form , luminous strip which was 
rotat ing just ab ove the c entre of this mas s  o f  light s. The glow 
from the se would b e  c omparab le t o  a white ne on tube. The observers 
did not see any sidelights. Thi s  luminous mass , plus the dark 
sect i on , was c l ear and we ll-defined o There was no vapour , no 
haze around this machine and no trail behind o 

It is notab le that there i s , not far from Vict oria , 
a mi litary air-base. 

In finishing , ( b efore adding the drawings or sketche s 
of the UFO) I want to  make a point of staUing precisely that all 
the imp ortant detai ls that are re lat ed here were given to our 
friends from Vict oria the following morning , along with a very 
rapidly execut ed drawing o But no-one has reported thi s "appearanc e11 o 

Last ly , it would be a good idea t o  add here that our 
knowledge of UFO ' s  was very limit ed at that particular t ime c 
As far as I am c onc erned , I numbered myself among the sceptics 
before this event o But what I saw , I well and tru ly saw and no 
one can make me change my mind o UFO ' s  exi sto" 

(Signed Normand) 
Further Detai ls 
Following a l ong c onversat i on with Normand and Mari e , 

here are s ome further detai ls o o o o 

The s ight ing was made from a window fac ing we st; a 
windO\IIT that was c l osed and without curtains when Normand saw 
the UFO o The latter came from behind the ir p oint of observati on 
- it was at thi s moment that the UFO was c l ose st t o  the two 
witne ssesc 

Normand e stimat es that the diameter of this strange 
machine c ould be c ompared t o  4 ful l  moons lined up side by side 
at a distance  of l e s s  than 250 metre s. 

As for the react i on of our two witnesse s ,  it was all the 
great er sinc e they were sc eptics b ef ore the sighting o Mari e told 
me that they didn ' t  c lo3e the ir eyes the whole night , asking 
themselve s a great many questi ons o 

Our two witness e s  are anxi ous t o  know i f  there were any 
others who witnes sed thi s strange machine pas s  over o 

Re s earcher - Phi lippe Blaqui ere 
Sourc e - Claude MacDuff 

* '  * * * * 
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TATURA SIGHTING ••••• 
John Thompson of VUFORS 

The witness of this incident who has not mentioned anything to this day about his 
experience of over 1 2  months ago is very vague as far as dates and times are concerned. But the report goes 
as follows: 

In the latter half of October 1977, Mr. W. (name on file) was travelling in a west_erly 
direction on the Grigare east Rd. after having sold some farm land to two brothers who live a mile south of 
Tatura. He left their premises at approximately 10 pm; the sky was clear and no wind was apparent. 
He pulled out of the drive and turned left to a westerly direction on a small back road which runs 
parullel to Tatura and the Midland Highway. Immediately on his left he noticed an extremely bright light 
coming from behind a slight hill rise approximately 1000 yards away due south west. At the time he thought 
that the light, (somewhat like a spot-light at that distance) was coming from a wheat harvester. Night 
harvesting was done quite commonly in that district. He then proceeded slowly down the road in his purple 
Fairlane (white interior) keeping an eye on it all the time. The light then became increasingly · 
brighter so he pulled his sun-shade around to blot out the glare to his eyes. Meanwhile he moved onward 
slowly to the next intersection (minor road). 

He then noticed that it was keeping pace at 40 mph at a parallel distance of approximately 
800 yards away, at 20-25 azimuth. There were no other cars around and he noticed that it was lighting up 
his car bonnet and interior with extreme brilliance. Now at this stage keeping pace with him (s-s.w. 
direction) from his car at a change of 30-40 azimuth. 

The object appeared at the time to show shades of red, green, and orange circulating around 
the object but indistinctly beneath the bright white glow that enhanced the object. A mile and a half 
down the road the object still keeping the same distance, crossed above, in front of the car to a direction 
270 but still at the same azimuth. It now appeared brighter as it hovered above a farm shed on his front 
right hand side and drew closer to it, where it then dropped to its lowest altitude of 25 ft, (below tree 
height). 

The witness then became concerned realising that the object overwhelmingly lit up the shed 
and surroundings better than any pair of driving lights he had come across in 15 years of driving the same 
road home. Then as he continued further on (3 miles onward) and at a second intersection, the object 
appeared back in its first position of s-s.w. in the general direction of Bendigo at the same altitude and 
azimuth as first mentioned. Appearing now at approximately 500 yards and slightly more towards the 
front of him he pulled over and switched off his lights to get out and have a look at the object. 
At this time there was a car coming along in a northerly direction through the intersection which was no more 
than 60 feet from where he was parked. He waited approximately 1 min. looking around and noticed ·the 
object had now disappeared completely since he saw the car on his left proceeding through the crossroad 
to the north. Once the car had passed he then moved onward at approximately 100 mph., being by this 
time quite panicky and in a hurry to get home. Seconds later the object appeared in front of him from 
out of no-where at approx. 200 yards at 400 ft. high. The light was now that powerful "that it lit up the 
dust on my purple bonnet of the car". It then kept pace with the car again at speeds of 90-100 mph to 
the front left of him again. 

Nearing the turn-off into his farm he rapidly turned northward and noticed that the object 
still kept pace and lit up his cyprus driveway from at least 500 yards away. Reaching the driveway at this 
point the object meanwhile then moved southward from the house to now 200 yards away, lighting up a willow 
tree in the bottom paddock ••••• He then went inside and frantically called the rest of the family outside 
consisting of Michelle, Veronica and Dale who then saw the object now at least half a mile away to the south 
over the next-door-neighbours farm. It was, as witnessed by all 4 people, lighting up that particular 
spot where it now was with such brilliance that it could be told there was a fresian - black & white herd of 
cattleand they were clearly showing up! It then disappeared in a southerly direction towards Bendigo and 
was gone within 30 seconds. 

* * • * • • • 

On a recent trip to Bendigo an active member of the Society, Mr. Pat Gildea, followed up an interesting 

report as follows in the Bendigo 'Advertiser' on the 27th March, 1979. 

UFO SOCIETY TO CHECK SIGHTING ••• ----------------
A field officer from the Victorian UFO Society will visit Bendigo following the recent sighting 

of a UFO by a Golden Square man and his wife two weeks afo. 
Mr. Pat Gildea said the description of the UFO which was reported in the March 14 edition of 

" The Advertiser" was similar to a sighting at Newstead, 14 km west of Castlemaine in February, 1978. 
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Mr. Gildea said he would_talk to the witness, Mr. Allan Nixon and his wife, Janette, of 
Chum Street, Golden Square, who followed the "UFO in their car from Bridgewater to the outskirts of Bendigo. 

The couple described the object as a huge bright car light and able to move at incredible 
speeds. 

They followed the object for several kilometres before it stopped about five kilometres on 
the Bridgewater side of Marong. 

Mr. Nixon said the UFO kept on changing from a white light to a dull rede . 
"Suddenly it zoomed towards us, then did a 360 degree circle around and moved off over 

towards Bendigo at an incredible rate" Mr. Nixon said. 
Mr. Gildea said this sighting was unusually similar to a UFO seen by a Newstead man and 

his daughter. 

• * * * • 

John Thompson 6/12/1978. 

On the evening of the 21st Oct. '78 Mr. & Mrs. Co Rossito, Mr. & Mrs. R. Petersen and 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Williams all of usual employment which they wish to remain confidential were away at a 
holiday house in Black,wood, Victoria when at approximately 10.30 pm Mrs. Petersen who was in bed as were 
the others watching T.V. in the lounge room. The front of the room having quite large windows, they 
observed an extremely bright light in the east (more like a spot-light), with a small red light to the left 
and a smaller green light to the right if not both appearing to be actually contacting with the white 
light. Upon advising the other two members they were not particularly worried. 

Mrs. Petersen noticed the object for a period of only 5.minutes through the window of the 
house which allowed sufficient vision; the object making no sound and at an azimuth of 20-25. 

. At this particular time the television began to malfunction. They were unable to contrcl 
the picture rolling no matter how much they tried. 

At approx. 11.10 pm all three parties observed the object in a position of 92 .. 93. " 
Mrs. Petersen & Mrs. Rossitto became quite fearful of the object now that it had stayed for so long and ""' 
now changed position. Dianne Williams was not affected.. . They all then observed the object for a period ·"' 
of 15 minutes. 

They all state that during the event the object hovered in one position then at times 
would appear to go up and down, and side to side .with a very rapid speed. .They all state that the 
object was then emitting beams coloured red/green in the form of a dotted line. They were directed to 
the earth's ·surface but disappeared seconds after. Calculations made would show each beam to be only 
100 ft. long, hence not actually contacting anything on the ground as could be'visibly seen but would 
soon fade. 

· 

Still awake they observed that at approx. 1.30 am the next morning, the object had moved 
again to a position of 45 still hovering, (though the time of observation for each party varied through the 
early hours of the morning. 

The last sighting which was the longest the object had changed shape to the form of a 
cricket bat, still white in colour, then later into a long straight line, white in colour and quite thin • . 

Mrs. Rossitto observed this, then turned her head away for a second - and the object 
was gone. 

Next morning, all members were in a cheerful mood. During the observation the 
·
kitchen 

and lounge globes blew, for no apparent reason. The TV was switched off early due to its erratic 
behaviour. . Their horses around the back were more restless than normal. 

• . . After the incident, Mrs. Rossitto was quite depressed and suffered watering eyes, ears 
ach1ng, 1rntated nose and a severe headache. The other two ladies felt norma� except that Mrs. 
Williams felt an extreme impulse that she should not leave th·e house that Sunday aftern.oon ( 22/10/78) -
she did not want to leave. 

• • * • • 
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"T_b.at strange airc raft is hovering on t op of me agalno 
It o o o is---hovering - and it ' s  not--an-aircraft! "  

Only seconds aft er a terrified Australian pil ot blurt ed 
o_gt--=tho se fear filled words on his radio , shocked�·-a---i-r. .. traffic 

_.:--·'c ontrollers heard a strange metallic c rv.nch - and the radio went 
_/- / dead o . ·-,, 

Today , mor_e -·than two months later, pilot Frederic1-: --,,_ ................. 
/ Valent·i"cn-- and-- his plane are still _missing.. ·., 

Incredibly , at t_n� __ _ v_e_r:.y .. mome.nt_ __ _ YaJ:e-n.:tic_h was- -report ing 
his enc ounter with ----c1gfeaming UFO , a l ocar ---sank -manage:r and his 
wife were wa.t..eb:±Itg-a.-·1JFo ·i'n:--the-- s-a-me-ar_ea� " The de sc.rfpt"Te�e 
pi�ot

. 
gave- o-f ���-ect

. 
was id�ntic al t o  my

. 
wife • s.-��c. 12.9�h - _ 

sald l t�y a�d
�w

b�ht , Wl th a gre en llght " ,  said banker 
C�gan, 59 , ��bourne, who not ed that his wife I sabel 

- . had s een _t:Q._e _ _  , UF!e-lhore c le arly than he had o " I  was amazedo ... , 

"'-�oulari1t be lieve it when I read about it o We viewed it at the,\ 
sam�time t e pil ot was describing it! " ·,.' 

e Morgans weren't the only ones  who spott ed UFO's in ' 

-- .t:h - · area , the 'Enquirer' has learne d. A rash of sightings 
,.,-"'" ... 

��- oc curred in the days ju9t before and after the 20 year o ld pilot 
vanisbed o 

The disappearanc e o f  Valentich bewilders the expert s  
probing ito Australian Tran sp ort Depto spoke sman Ken Williams 
point ed out that Valentich was a qualified pil ot �ho had given 
his spe ed, altitude and position just before he vanished. The 
information allowed inve stigat ors t o  c alculat e where his plane 
would have c ome down if he ' d  crashed - but nothing was there o 
" It ' s  a myst ery " , said Williamso "The inve stigat ors are baffled 
because -they haven ' t  found any trac e of wre ckageu o 

Valentich had flo�m out of Me lbourne ' s  Moorabbin Airport 
i� a C essna_at 6 .. 1 9  pm on Oct ober 21 , 1978 o His destination 
was King Island, just off the c oast. "It was a c lear night ", 
said Williams , "very litt le wind and no rain or fog o It was 
almost visibi lity unlimited"o But at 7 o 06 pm Valentich sudd­
enly radioed the air tower in Melbourne and in a puzzled voice 
asked : " Is there any traffic bel ow 5 , 000 ( fe et )?  The t ower 
replied no , and Valentich said that a "bright'' craft had just 
flown over his plane o Sec onds lat er he report ed that the craft 
had returned and flown over him two or three more time s� 

" It has such spe e d11 Valentich radioeda "What I'm doing 
right now is orbiting, and the thing is just orbiting on t op of 
me·a Also , it ' s  got a gre en light� o o and sort of metallic like o 
It ' s  all shiny on the out side" o 

Seconds later he said: " It ' s  just vanished" o 
But only moments passed be fore Valentich came back on 

the air and rep ort ed: "It ' s  now • •  o now approaching from the 
southwe st "o The pil ot added that his engine had starced 
" c oughing'' ..-and "rough idling " - though it apparent ly had run 
perfect l until the UFO showed up.. Air c ontrollers asked 
Valent· 1 what he planned to do. He replied : "My int entions 
are , a , to  go to King I s land " .. 

Then in a voic e edged with fright , he added : 
"Ah Me lbourne - that strange aircraft is hovering on t op of me 
cp.g ina It o o o iS hovering - and it's not an aircraft! " 

_/,. j Moments lat er, at 7 o 12 pm , Valentich keyed his micro-
/ pho!fe and gave his call signo 

( 
I 
\_ 
\ \ 

/ 

C ontinued on next page o o o  
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Traffic c ontrollers waited for hi s me s sage - but instead 

there c ame a loud , crunching "metallic noi s e " that last ed '17 
sec onds c A dead s i lenc e followed o  Within minute s  the stunned 
c ontrollers had triggered a mas sive s earch opera"t"ion o For four 
days , 18 plane s c omb ed the s eas whe re Valent ich ' s  plane had 
vani shed o � o but nothing was ever f ound o 

" It ' s  the strange st thing I ' ve c ome across in flying " 
said a mystified D on Sowman , chief instruct or at the flying 
school Valentich had att ended o Sowman revealed that sinc e 
Valent ich had di sappeared , many pilot s have reported UFO ' s  in 
the are a o  A sp oke sman for the Royal Australian Air Forc e c on­
firmed that there ' d  been a burst of UFO activity . " From the · ·1 8t h  
to  the 22nd of Oct ober , 1'1 sight ings were rep orted t o  us " he said " 

The sight ing b;y banker Morgan and hi s wife took plac e at 
the same time Val cnt i c h  reported hi s UFO enc ounter .. Said 1'-1rs .. 

IvTorgan : 1 1 It was bright silver , extreme ly bright 0 0 o i  noticed a 
gre en light flickering . On the left side it se emed t o  have a 
type of arm ' ' o 

Ab out '1 5  mi�ute s  e arlier , Dr o Bill Hami lt on-Smith and 
hi s wife Billie al s o  saw a UFO in the area o " It was a bright , 
star- shaped ob j ect n , Bi llie  t old the ' Enquirer ' o  

Inve stigat ors haven ' t  di sc ount ed the idea that the UFO 
seen by Valent ich was t o  blame for the di sappearanc e of him and 
hi s plane , ac c ording to transport department spoke sman Keri 
Williams . " The file . wi l l  never b e  c l os ed unt i l  s omething 
posit ive is found regarding the fate of that aircraft ' '  he said a 

* * * * * * * * * 

UFO PAQE.§. FOKKER_FRlBNDSHIP • o by Paul Norman of VUFORS .. 

On the 20th Oct o ' 78 ,  the day before Frederick Valentich 
di sappe ared ove r Bas s  Strait , Patric ia E . B o  ( name & addre s s  on 
fi le ) l e ft :r-.1e lb ourn e ' s  Tullamarine Airport at 2 .., 45 pm b ound for 
Davenport .3 Tasmani a. "' She was s eat ed in the back left side 
window seat of a Fokker Fri endship o On lo oking out of the 
window she notic ed below and on t op of the c l ouds an oval , 
almost round , ob j ect o The UFO was large enough t o  be  ob served 
clearly , with c irc l e s  of rainbow c l ouds on the out side with red 
in the c entre .. 

The ob j ect foll owed the airc raft at a s imilar spe ed , 
maint aining its  p o sition under the plane .. It was e asily picked 
up ab ove the whit e c l ouds o 

Patri c i a  watched the ob j ect for ab out 20 minut e s  
wonde ring what it c ould b e ., The h o st e s s  int errupt ed her attent i c · 
when she brought the t ea tra� o 

When the witn e s s  turned her att ent i on back t o  the windo\�, 
the ob j ect had gone o 

* * * * * * 
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TRANSLATORS WANTED 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We would b e  very grateful for any he lp in dec iphering 
letters and artic l e s  that we somet ime s rec e ive from overseas -

Mainly French , German , Italian ,  Belgian , Spani sh & Portuge se o 
* * * 

Australian UFO Bulletin i s  produc ed by the Vict orian UFO 
Re search Soc i ety , P o O o  Box 43 , Moorabb in , 31 89 o Victoria , Aust o 
and i s  a non-profit organisation dedicated t o  the ob j ective 
inve stigation of the UFO phenomenon o The Soc iety we lc ome s 
eye-witne s s  acc ounts , and any informat i on c onc erning the 
ob servati on of unidentifi ed flying ob j ects and unusual aerial 
phenomena o 

* * * ' · 


