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We recently experienced a spate of sightings which 

tha lata Prof. J. Z.f1cDon:J.ld �·:culd probably have 

called D L1s ( damn lights ) . Unfo�tunately, these 

lights did nothing except fly across the sky at fair 

speed and until they do something unusual, such as 

stopping in their tracks, back tracking, chasing cars 

or abducting people, they remain in the file of U.F.Ots 

until they become I .F.01s (identified flying objects ) . 

Of the hundreds of UFO sightings reported each year, 

about 80% are explainable as natural phenomena but 

that other 20% is what keeps the UFO pot boiling. 

However, this recent batch came at a time when one 

of the Russian satellites - Cosmos 1402 - was 

malfunctioning and attempts wore being m�de to 
jettison the nuclear fuel tank, The tank was ejected, 

and·noH there were·three main parts, two of which 

were clearly visible over various areas of Australia. 

With numerous fragments follor,.Jing, two of the 

sections, travelling on a similar trajectory9 but 

with one much further to the east, were reported from 

NO r4ATERIAL FROM THIS PUBLICATION Southern South A ustrali 9 to 1\Jew Guinea and from 
MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY WAY 

'·IITHOUT P�IOR WRITTEN PERMISSION 

FROM V.U.F.O.R.S. 

*** 
MEMBERSHIP RATES -

Within Australia - $5. 
overseas , ** - $US?. 

If desirous or attending 

Oiscussiop Nights and require 

transport, write VUfORS, there 

may be an?ther member in your 

area who would be pleased to 

have a travelling companion. 
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Southern Victoria to Queensland. 

Some reports described a 11fireball", 11a greenish 

object.spewing out bits of sparks" or 11a silver 

object". 

After the Media coverage, which literally left the 

conclusion ''up in the air", it seamed most peoP,.e " 

assumed these were either meteorites or space junk, 

as all were reported within tho time period Cosmos 

was logged to pass over Australia. 

These sightings are typical of satellite re-ent� 

cases and as far as V.U.F.O.R.3. is concerned, are 

I.F.O's - Identified Flying Objects! 
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EoT1s Alive in Space') says NA8J\ -
by John Fo Sch�1essler, PoOo. Box 5.0485,. Hou.st.on, . .. 

Texas') 77258-84850 
Eo To� the· creature from outer space \�Those plight .. 

tugg�d the heartstrings of millions of Americans at this summer's 
biggest movie·hit, may really exist? says a leading adviser to 
NASA;o 

"I'd have to say the evidence is now very compelling·. 
that other life does exist", admitted Dro Cyril Ponnamperuma, 
a top NASA scientist vJith the Laboratory of Chemical Evolution at 
the University of Narylando "If you asl--: me \·That such creatures 
17light look like, the best ans'l:v-er I could e;ive is that they'd 
probably be _ very similar to Eo IJ.' o in the movie o The large head and 
bra�fi area would indicate high intellicenceo And it would be 
sensible to have two large eyes, and not jtist one '1 for stereo-

- scopic visiono 

The color of the sJ<in vrould probably depend on the 
environment he came from, and so would the size and shape of his 
body-� T clon •·t thinl� we should be t oo surprised· at all if 'l,Jtle 
landed on another planet and a litt-le fellow li!ce this. came over 
and put . his hand ou_t in greeting 0 11 

One reason Dro Ponnamperuma believes extraterrestrial 
life could exist is because of-recent discoveries he has made 
analyzing debrts from outer space o In r-Ieteori tes the scientist 
has founc. frozen in t ime the origins of life as v1c :.�now it - the 
amino acids that evo�ved i�to chemical fo�2So 

11\{hen you find thes2 sarruJ che�icals in meteorites 
that have travel�d· mil-lions .of. =-.ight ye&T'S across time and space,. 
it's not hard to imagine.that creatures could exist somewhere 
out there o The presence of 'these biolor;'ica1 compounds in meteor-- -
ites indicate that a p�ocess was going on-which could produce 
formp of life11, he saiclo Ue founa both purines ancl pyrimidines 
in the meteorite samnleso These sre the essential basis of DNA 
and HNA - the:.chemicals which carry the genetic codes to build 
hnraan and animal life on earth 0 "  

However, Dr o Ponnamperuma thinJ':s that liJ-:::e Eo To , any 
life forms that may e�ist will come fro6·�alaxies far away d�ep 
in space ... . -�. ,- : .  . . . 

·· · 
.. 

"From Nhat v·Te have foln1d · Hi th spac.e. probes in our own 
solar system, it will be very unliJ�ely we \-·Jill enco1..u1ter life 
here o But we have a \·Jhole universe out -chere, and: it is mind­
boggling just how many planets there could be with intelligent lifeo 

If life did evelve on these planets, they could be � 
1,000 years, or even a million years more advanced than our own, 
They ·nay even be trying to contact us or monitoring us right now"o 

N 0 T E: *::<***** 

.On Fe�ruary 9�h, John Schuessler spoke at the Dallas Brooks Hall� Unfortun·ately 
' 

we did not know of this arrangc;:::::nt until we received ':' 1._ctts� from �-':r.Schuessler 

a few days before his arrival in Melbournp, �:hich vias too late for our December 

edition. John mentioned that he wanted to meet the VUFORS Committee, together 

with Guido Valentich and Rev� Gill." · We alerted those concerned and Guido had 

an hour visit with Mr.Schuessler- Memters vho were present at the Hall were 

disappointed that this kno�ledg3able Ufologist was not 2llowed more time on 

the floor. 
********** 
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EoTo - The way They �1ay Contact Us, in a Big \'lay -

by G o A . Hume, :Perth UFO Tie search Groupo 

If any ·still believe that most they vJatch on TV has 
any relation t,o v�rhat happens in real life, they ·should ta�r:e note 
of the statement by NASA as regards a situation that might arise 
if a little boy were to befriend an Eo T. as in the film doing <� 
record business these days. In real life , says NASA, according 
to a sub-editorial in "The Australian" entitled "E.T. won't like 
thi�", a boy vvould be fined �·:;5000 and could even be liable to Jail .. 

If \�e were really" civilized ·we vvould have our 
governments issue ·a statement something li1--:e this, and have it: . 
'tvell publicised -."In the event of an E.T. becoming stranded 

. ·  

through misadventure on this planet it is advised that those 
befriending such E.T .. should lro�ediately contact the minister !or 
Extpa-Terrestial Affairs and every provision will be made to see 
that. the visitor is nade comfortable while undergoing the 
necessary medical examination and passing through the required. 
qua:rantine periodn .. 

Unfortunately, vve don't have such a minister - yet ·; 
and�- one can understand the feeling s of aliens faced vJi th the -� 

pro�pect of vlhat mir:;ht happen if they did land openly in this day 
and.· age .. 

Uhich brinc;s me to the title of the article, and h�w 
they may contact us, that is if they have anything to tell us . 
from which_we may benefit. · The obvious answer seems to me tci 
be via radio and television 'f.rJhich l;Jould involve them in no risk o 
If they can visit us in space vehicles it is certain they would 
have the technology to do this. Uhen the time comes it would · 

takci us completely by surprise, but th� shock would not be as � 

sev�re as g:_f flyine; saucers were to land sirlul taneously 0 :so. dori' c 
be .�urprised if you ·hear an announcement from your TV onP ·day 
"He · interrupt this · programme to bring you an importan-t message . 
from extra-terrestial sources!" 

;. . . 

****** 
* 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * · � 

* 

,: . .•. 

* 

* 

·'· 
·;-

* 

* 

* 

* 

'UJ'i'O �:1UI 2 

Di sappointr:1en {; is very high with the vTri t er of this 

column! Very few people have written in with questions 
* 

and that's what this column is all about. It's your 

communication, if you liJr::e, ,,,i th the society. So many of * 

you cannot (jet to our meetings, \vrhere many questions are � 
asJced, that ·_we hoped you would use this arena .. Names and �­
addresses are never used in the colurmo He 1Helcome _,·� 

questions from children and adults ali�.�e about any aspect:: 
of ufology or space that interests you. * 

Please - 1vrite to : UFOTIT.Jl-1, V.U .. F .. OoR.S., P.O .. Box 43, 

Moorabbin. Vic. 3189. 
* 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

., 

DON'T FOI?.GE'T' YOUR SUBS! 
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THE FALCON LAEE INCIDENT Fart 3 by Chris Rutkowski 

(Continued from December issue by permission of Cbarles 
Bowen, Editor of the Engli?h ' Flying Saucer Revie\·J ) o ,, . 

___ , 

\"Ie sav·J, in the first part of this article, ·how 
Stephen f·Iichalak '· from Uinnipeg � I'1ani toba, ca:nacla , clairn�d that. 
on f·Iay 20, '1 967, ;

he had. suffered burns w:t1en he encountered a 
stra.pge UFO which landed on a . rocJ":y outcrop near Falc.on Lake, a 

resqrt close by the bound,ary, bet\veen ·
··
.r�1an:Ltpba and Ontarioo In the 

secop.d part of the article, ,the· varioits effects - · physical, 

radiation ru1d physiologica � were ctiscussed o 

The �ay� Clirifc ·. . 
· . ,In August of. ·.-fS68, �1ichalal r went· to the. f'Iayo Clinic 

in Rochester, Minnesotio �he purpose bf his visit was to underg6 . 
tests to determine 'e:\:act�y what "das ailing him, as the doctors :in 
Uinn.ipeg a�peared to he unhelpful o It is v.rorthy of note that 
f·1ichalak paid for th8 f.�ayJ tests enti rc l;y- on his own, as I\1edicare 
would not cover such a tripo He went and stayed at a hotel near 
the hospital, wal1-ing aeross each day and entering as an · outpat­
ient o He :reported. that he was given a thorough physical · and 
psyc�ological.examination by various doctors, then sent home o 

But, thE: problems be�ano Ilichalak has bills from 
the Clinic made· out to "J.Vir, So l 1icha::L ak 11 ancl also his registrati·on 
cardo He \�aite.d· for several vJeeks., but received no 'Hord on his 
resultso The :CA�TIO investigators appealed to AFRO for help, and a 
medical consultant sent a letter to the I-Iayo Clinic, asking fo� 
the �edical reportso In reply, he was sent the now-famous 
"letter of denial", · which bluntl;;r said -u�at I IichalaJ� had never 
been: registered th9re? and that , they dicln 't 1 know anything abo'lJt-
him ' o 

" · .  
· 

.. This immediately spu:rrecl the shout s of "cover-up ! " . 
from individuals v-rho lee.rnecl of the letter, and rightly soo 
Howeyer, medical ethics is a very serious concern, and few 
realise the "red tape" vJhich has been set up fo:r both the protec­
tion of the doctor and the p atient � · There is a very great danger 
in releasing confidential . files to "LU'le.uthorizecl personnel (and · 

this applies, obviously, to · other field�·as well, including 
ufolQg;y- ) o Another lette r to the rlayo Clinic was sent , this time 
accompanied by a relec.se form signed by r·'iichalako 

The reports came immediate ly, Michalak had been 
found to be ·-in good health, but v1ith neurodermatitis and simple 
syncope (faint-ing :3pells clue to sudden cerebral blood pressure 
losses) o The .syncopes were suggested as having to do with 
hypeJ?ventilatioi1 ·or impaired c al'cliac output 0 This is_ interesting, 
as Michalak has indeed had heart problems within the past few 
year?o · 

. · The psychiatric report showed that despite the 
usual generalizations normally assigned to individuals giving a 
detailed UFO. encounter story, there vJas no other evidence·· of 
delusions, hallucinations or other emotional disorders o It seems 
t�a� · there was nothing wron� with Michalako He had no ailment 
d1re�tly related to an encounter with a UFOo 

The investigat ibns 
r-·1ichala1: called . the '1'Jinnipeg Tribune ' late .Saturday 

afternoon of the holida;y-_ ·long--·�:.reekendo It uas not surprising that 
no one \<�Tould help him theno But, the next evening (r·'fay 2'1? '1967), 
Heath�r Chisvin, a 'Trib1-u1e' ·reporter, interviewed f-·1ichalak for· 
the f1rst timeo She was the first one to talk with him about 
his experience, and her article nust be.�onsidered as the first 
account, uninfluenced by later documentat ion o 

.. · ·continued over o o o o o 
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The first investiGator on the scene, however, was 
�Barrie Thompson, who had read the account in the newspaper, and 

irru-nediately contacted �iichalak. Thompson 1 s investigation, on _ 
beh�lf of AFRO, began the series of civilian UFO investigations., 
r�1ichalaJ: notes that "after hearing my story, he stated his belief 
that the craft was not an earthly creation". r1ichalak praised·. 
Thompson on several occasions, as "he was the first per� on who_· 
took my story seriously"., 

Soon the Michal�c household was in turmoil. Calls 
cai!l.e in· at all hours of the da.y or night, people dropped in at any 
tim�, and letters poured in., 

The CAPRO investi�ations included takinr; HichalaJ.-: · ·  

to get a body radiation cov_nt? ancl. encouraging him to take oth�r 
tes�s. One misleadinG bit of information said that I'!1ichala\:: 
had been to a clinical hypnotist and that he had been hypnotic�lly 
regr'essed. \Jhile both statements are true, the clinical hypnotist 
had in fact only interviewed r1ichalaJ� and not put him under. A 
tape of Nichalal::' s hypnosis is in existence, however, but the 
session was conducted, apparently, by an amateur, \vho was. a 
repo;rter for the 'Uinnipeg Free Press' at the time., 

The 11oyal Canadian Air Force investigations were 
under the direction of Sqdn.,Ldr. P. Biss�:�y, \-\rho came to the 
conclusion that the case was a hoax. He recently remarl:ed that 
the RCAF conclusions were all available in Ottav.Ja for perusal. 
Indeed, some documei1ts are contained in the DND files, and have: 
been obtained by several ufologists. A rather carefully-worded. 
statement is in the National Research Council 1 s Non-£·1eteoric 

· 

Sightine;s File, bi'-TD 222, saying, "Neither the DND, · nor the TICf·1P 
inv�stigation teams were able to provide evidence ,.,Jhich could' 
disp¥te. �1r o I·1ichalaJr: 1 s story.," 

- · · · · 

·Royal Canadian f.1ountecl Police analysis from its 
forensic laboratory v1as "unable to reach any conclusion as to 
what_ may have. caused the burn damage" to r-1ichala�r:' s clothing., 

A theory car1e out, suggesting that the radiation 
found at the site might b.ave been caused by radium paint' 
possibly from someone scraping a \'Jatch dial around the site. 
This is :irnteresting.. Uas this just a candicl. comment, or did it 
suggest that there was a truly abnormal level of Ra226 at the 
site � at the time? If so, why was it not detected in recent soil 
analyses? 

· The Government covers up? 
Apart from the f-Jayo Clinic "cover-up", the Canadian 

Government seemed to refuse access to information on the 
incident in 1967., On Jv�1.e 29, 1967, it was reported that I'·1ro Edo 
Schr�yer, then an r.-Jp, as��ed abot,_t UFO investigations in the 
Comm6nso The SpeaJ�er of the House 11Cut off the subject v'Jithout 
government reply11o On November 6, 1967 , Defence riinister, Leo 
Cadi�ux, stated that "it is not the intention of the Department 
of Nfitional Defence to maJ.:e public the report of the alleged .. 
sighting" o This was. in response to requests b;;r several cabinet· .. 
members to obtain information on the incidento On November 11? : 
1967, it \vas reported that r-1ro Schreyer formally .placed a written 
ques�ion on the Comnons order paper seeT::-ing information on UFO 1 so 

The closed-mouth attitude of the government was not 
ignoJ.;�ed by the press, \vhich printed several comments about ito . · 

About the case, one editor noted: "The attempt to ��eep it 
· 

concealed can have only one effect - it will give . the UFO I1egen<;l 
another boost" o Of course, he was precisely correct·o On Octo 
14, 1968, House Leader Donald r�acDonald again refused an HP, this 
time J'Iro Barry r-1ather, access to reports on the riichalak case. 

continued over 
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However, on February 6'} '1969, Mather was given 
permission by a member of the Privy Council to exanine their file 
on UFO's "from which a few pa�es have simply been removed"o It 
was reported that outright release of the file ''would not be in· 
the public interest", and create a dangerous precedent that would 
not COntribute to the good administration OI the country's busi�eSSo 

Bondarchu1::: ( '1979) reports that "portions of the 
complete government report are available for public scrutiny" at 
the NRC in Ottawao Hov-Jever'} "noticeably missing are the RCr1P . 
study of the burned items'} as well as the government's final con­
clusion, if indeed one existso 

Psycholog_ical effects 
r1ention of the psychological aspects of the r1ichala!.z-: 

case.· must be made o Uhy, for examp le 9 did r:;ichalak call a news-:­
paper office for assistance? This one piece of evidence alone has 
served to convince some individuals that the case was a hoax and 
that l\1ichalak was only lool:::ine: for publicity 0 

By the time l\1ichalak made it back to his motel, he: 
was exhausted a In his 01.vn words: 

"I did not go inside the motel for fear of contamin­
ating people around meooooi felt detached from the rest of the 
worldoooThe pain was tmbearableooothe odour seemed to come from 
within me, and I could net escape itoooi was ·afraid that I had 
ruin$d my health and visualized the resulting hell should I become 
disabledooomy mind centred on the possible consequenceso "There 
had to be some way of getting medical attentionoooi thought of the 
pres�o Things that happened to me were definitely news, if nothing 
else o o oi did not. \vant to alarm my wife, or cause a panic in the 
familyo I phoned her as a last resort, telling her that I had been· 
in an accidentooo11o 

l·1ichala1:: felt that it was his "duty" to report the, 
incident, and was initially unafraid of ridiculeo However, since 
then 1 he and his family have become somewhat defensive about the 
inciq.ent, and get irritated to hec.r of sceptical accounts in · 

printo Indeed, it is this writer's personal impression that , 
f.Iichala!c is a very sincere individualo Also, psychiatrists could 
not find any evidence of emotional or ITle::.J.tal illness in the man·o 

The hoax?· 
Uould Michal�� have gone to so much trouble to 

perpetrate a hoax? There is no question that he became seriously 
ill,· and even today displays some effectso If tTe can· assume that 
I!iich�lak burned himself v1hile concocting his hoax, v1ould he have 
then��repeatedly pursued medical assistance and go to the f:Iayo 
Clinic to m��e it look good? One �hysics professor at the 
University of Nanitoba� now dc�eased') believed that f·1ichala]r was 
experimenting with toy rocl::ets, which exploded due to mishandli!;go 
He also suggested that he was amate�rishly trying to hit two 
chunks of uranium together to mi:::l!ze C.L homemade bomb o The grid-like 
pattern on his body was caused by the grill he was using as a 
suppbrto This totally unfounded theory ignored most of the known 
facts of the caseo 

An I:CAF spo1�esman is conv5.nced that I'Jiichalak was· 
drunl� and had fallen oi1 a barbeque grill (one immediate object'ion 
to tgis is that such an act would give .exactly the reverse impress­
ion of burns actually found on I'lichalalr' s body) 0 

Nenzel's impression has already been related, claiming 
the case to be a hoax because Nichalak could not find the site = 

when with the Condon investigatorso 

Tiay Craig, the Condon Committee's investigator, 
concluded that : "If ( f'·1ichalaJ � ' s ) reported experience were physic­
ally-real, it would show the existence of alien flying vehicles:in 
our environment"o He noted "inconsistencies and incongruities!', 
and said that even with some of the other evidence associated with 
the case, he would have to stick to his "initial conclusion", 

continuedooooo 
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namely that "this case does not offer probative infor!!'lation 
rega�dinc; inconventional(sic) craft"o 

Despite this apparently negative conclusion, the 
index of the report lists the case as an unexplained sightinga 

Craig found reason to question that the metal sampf,es 
found by f·1ichalak and Hart would have been missed by early inve�t­
igators at the siteo Stewart Htmt of the Department of Health �nd 
Uelfare described his exar.1ination of the area as "a thorough ':. 
survey", using three different radiation counterso It is definitely 
odd that the metal chun�\.S vJere not· found until a visit to the site 
a year 1atero ·Thompson remar��ed that the samples were deeply · 
buried·· inside the. crack in the roc!-::, and that some effort was eJq)en­
ded in getting them outo He also rema�(ed that most of the radtation 
detected was inside the fissureo 

· 

Bondarchu� mentions that a close scrutiny of early soil 
samples sho,Hed that small silver particles were present? citing 
this as a reason to eliminate the theory that someone "planted" the 
silver barso However, this is not conclusive as native silver 
particles occur naturally in the area in small amounts, and their 
presence in the soil samples does not elimin�te the possibility ·of 
"planting" o 

Cannon also mentions this information, and that 
radium 226 was present in both the soil and metal coveringo This 
appa�ently was considered as a prime reason to negate the watch'· 
dial :theoryo Attempts to locate the CAPRO analyses have not been 
successfulo . 

. 
�-

There is no doubt, thouc;h, that the metal samples are 
very. suspiciouso They even had an obvious 11seam11 which tended to 
suggest fabrication') as if someone mould.ed the silver in a defil}ite 
shape'o Did I-1ichalak produce these himself? Or, did someone else· 
produce them, and plant them at the site? If so, why? Even v.Tith­
out the metal samples, the case was a significant one, needing no 
supporto In fact, the SW1ples tend only to confuse the caseo But 
an amateur UFO 11buff" would probably not have realized this, ancl 
thought only that the samples would enhance the. caseo Since the case 
attracted many such individuals 'j it i;Jould be difficult to determine 
whom this misht have beeno 

Another theory v.1ould involve the "cover-up" scenarl.o? 
and have the government fabricate the sample themselveso HovJever, 
evidepce f·or this idea would be difficult to obtain and essentially 
impospible to proveo Tf true, this would raise the question of 
why the government would deliberately enhance the case and then· 
create an aura of secrecy, lending themselves to suspiciono Other 
hoax theories can be postulated, but all need the necessary proof, 
including a,motive for their deviceso 

Conclusions 
There 1s no question that something very unusual 

occurred on r-1ay 20,1967 'J north of Falcon La�\:e o There is no question 
that ptephen I·1ichala1;;:: came bac!� from his prospecting trip badly 
btiTne� and seriously ill, claiming that he had encountered a strange 
crafto But is the accotmt true? Can this case be effectively 
proved beyond a shadow of a doubt? The evidence includes the follow­
ing: 1) an eyeiHitness account of a vehicle behaving in VJays not 
attriputable to conventional crafto 2) physiological damage to 
the witness, the mechanisr:� of which is not immediately obvious o 
3) a visible "landing site", consisting of a ring of loose soil,. 
conta?-ning a bare patch of rocko 

Does this prove that an alien craft landed near Falcon 
L_ake? Unfortunately not o r-1ajor problems include the metal sampl·es 
found· at the site and the radium detected (,,,as it in evidence in' 
different samples?)o Clearly, the investigations at the time were 
v.arie<I. but at· the same time were confused'J and several bits of· 
information are lackingo All of the CAPnO �nvestigators agreed that 
�1ichalaJ": was a very sincere individual, and detected no effort ·on 
his part to fabricate the a6counto This writer found this to be t�ue 
from his ovm intervie'I.;·TS vvi th nichalaJ":, and found no reason to doubt 
his veracityo 

· 

continuedoooooo 
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If we assume that IVJichalak' s story is truthful (and 
we have no reason immediately obvious to suppose otherwise) , th,�n 
v1e have a solid report of alanded UFO, complete with physical �d 
physiological effectso \'That could it have been? !'-;' 

Keel (1975) suggested that Michalak was a victim o� a 
"gam?" played by ul traterrestrials, \vanting to confuse him in his 
attempt to locate the siteo 

Bondarchuk (�979) a proponent of the ETH, describes 
his analysis by saying that i'Tichalalc was burned by 1 1 an intellie;ently 
guided craft of unco!Nentional structure and of un):nown origin11·o 
He, too, finds evidence of a government intervention in the cas�o 
He also observes that the publication of I1ichala1 -: ' s booJ:, which- to 
some suggests a hoaxer's methods, was financially not a successul 
venture, and the experience proved to be costly to �1ichalak rather 
than: a boono This i!'lriter is hesitant to give a final evaluation to 
the case o Personal intervie1.vs vii th the I'-lichalaks have shown them 
to be sincere peo�le, and not prone to irrational actso They a�� 
inte4-ligent, level-headed individuals, and well-read on many ·sub­
ject$o Their annoyan.ce at their notoriety is apparent, and their 
defensiveness at further proddings show that they have been subject­
ed to severe ridicule and criticism since the incident first hit the 
medi� in 1967, 

Investigations are continuing o If officials were 
conv:j_nced I·1ichalak was a hoaxer, why was he not prosecuted for 
publ�c mischief? 1Jas there no definite evidence towards this epd? 
It c�rtainly would have been an interesting court case, arguing ' 

abou� the existence of UFOso I think rJichalak would have wono 

Epilogue 
Today? over thirteen years after his experience, 

r.Iichqla�.;;: remains convinced he had encountered something he wasn !.t 
suppqsed to seeo His convictions are firmly entrenchedo He has tead 
seve:r;-al bool�s about UJ?Os since '1S67 and is still frustrated by not 
lr.nowing what hap:oened to him o He has been to Carman, l.\Iani toba , ·· 
1.vhere "Charlie Redstar" was a nightly spectre over that to1.vn fot 
many · months, and heard stories from witnesses of their own .· 
experience o In this \vri ter' s experience v1i th UFO investigation � 
he has fom1d that many UFO witnesses see more than one in a life­
timer That is, if a person sees one UFO, he or she will probab�y 
see anothe r at a later time in their life o This is the ''repeater" 
phenomenon which is con sidered to be an indication of in sincerity in 
witn�sses by several ufologi sts o This author is in disagreement· 
with that belief ? as the UFO phenomenon suggests a close link with 
the individual witness's psyche, possibly involving an 11awareness 
thre�hold '' o Vhile this may not be empirically proven or testable, 
theo�etical ufology can only draw on apparent relationships, and 
there exists some evidence to indicate an association between a; 
\vitness and the "perceived " UFOo 

In this regard, it is interesting to note that 
Hichala�: has reported another UPO sighting 0 It occurred in north­
western Ontario several years ago, vihile standing near a la!,..e o He 
said that he observed "The sane thil!.g" as he had see:i'l at Falcon. 
Lake, though at a much �reater distance from him, flying through 
the s'lcyo Are "they" keeping an eye on him? Or is f.Tichalak 
simply one of those people who is now encouraged to �ook skyward 
for unusual things? The mystery contines o 

* * * * �:: :l< * ;� * * * 
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UFO ' s f1AY BE PillAL , ADBITS RUSSIA (> o o 

I',10SC OU ( AAP) : A S ovi et n ew spaD e r  said t oday Unident i f i e d  Flying 
Ob j e c t s c ould exi st o It said a S ovi e t  fibht e r  p l an e  had a 
bru-sh with a ny s t e ry ob j e c t two years ago o 

Th� -: w e el"": ly Sovi e t s!r.aya ICu l tura s ai d  there st i l l  v-rere many 
unexp lained phen omena be hind vari ou s 1 1 f lying s auc e r 1 1  r e p o rt s  and 
urged s c i ent i st s  t o  c o l l e c t  and c o l lat e as muc h  inf ormat i on as 
p o �� ib l e  on the sub j e ct o 
t!iany s en i or �· ovi et s c i ent i st s  " c�o n ot deny t hat suc h phenomena 
c ould be c onn e c t ed \·rith ext ra-�t e rre strial c ivi l i s at i on "  the 
newsp ap e r  s aid , addinc that m ong them was a c o rre sp onding memb e r  
of the e li t e  Ac ademy o f  Sc i enc e o 

In an e xampl e  o f  rec ent s t ran�e happ en ings in the S ovi e t  Uni on 
it se lf' , the rep ort said a f i e;ht e r p lan e  enc ount e re d  a " f i e ry bal l "  
five metre s in diamet e r , in 1 981 o · 

D amage : 
The- b a l l  had t rave l l ed in fr ont o f  the c raft f or s ome di s t anc e " a s 
i f  measuring it s SI) e e cl "  and had .!chen p a s s e d  through i t ') exp l oding 
as it reached the t ai l and c aus inG struc tural damaGe o 

Sc i ent i st s  had at first a s sumed t h e  phenomenon was b a l l l i ghtning , 
but; t he daoa�e t o  the p l ane di� not t a l ly with t hi s , and l i ght ­
ning \Hould n ot b e  ab l e  t o  move in the s ame dire c t i on a s  the 
fig�t er , the new spap e r s aid o 

It a l s o  reve a l e d  that the Sovi et Uni on ua s worlz:ing on p l an s  for 
a l ong-di stanc e unmanned spac e oi s s i on in ord e r  t o  t ry t o  t rack 
dovrp s i gn s  of c ivi l i sat i on on di st ant plane t s  o 

C redit : " Ne.w s I I  Ade laide ' [� o A  0 

VICTOJ}IAN S .  REPOI?.�� it  UFO - ( C re dit : ' ' T ime s "  C anb e rra , ACT o 
1 6th Jan o 1 983 o 

f·1ELBOUPJTE : An uni dent i fi ed f lying ob j e c t  wa s rep ort ed c r o s s ing 
the � sky ab ove Vict ori a sh ort ly aft e r  6 pm on Friday , ac c o rding 
to a Federal D e p artment of Tran sp ort sp oke sman o Si ght ing s c ame 
from s outh- e a st e rn Me lb ourne suburb s , M o orabbin Airp ort , s outh-

- e a st of �1e lb ourn e , and Sh eppart on , 1 80 ki l ome t re s t o  the n orth o 
The _· department sp oke sman s aid the ob j e c t  1:1a s  s i ght ed in the 
north- e a st e rn sky o 
An ai r-t raffi c  c ontro l l e r  at I --I o orabb in Airp o rt re:_Jort e d the 
ob j e c t  a s  be incs n b right s i lve r "  at f i rst but c hanging c o l our t o  
green and red a s  i t  head e d  further n o rth o A s p oke sman for the · 
Fed era l  G ove rnBent c ommi t t e e  monit orinr, spac e ob j e c t s said there 
was !' l i  tt le chanc e "  the ob j e c t  wa s the Rus s i an s at e l l i t e  C o sm o s  
vvhi� h  p a s s e s ove r  Aus t ra l i a  f ov.r t ime s a day o Th e sat e l l it e wa$ 
sch�dul ed t o  p a s s ove r S outh Austra l i a  and Que e n s l and at 6 o 30 pm 
but - sh ou ld not have b e en v i s i b l e  from Vi c t ori a o 

"The G overnment i s  c onfident that i.f there was any c hange in the 
C o spo s  orb it the United St at e s  1:1ould n ot ify Au s t ra li a ' ' , h e  s ai�l o 

C al l s  rep ort ing s i ght ing s b e gan s o on after 6 pM o  
f 1e lb ourne airp ort f l i e;ht - s e rvi c e  o f f i c er r-1r o Joe 1:!hit e s a i d , 
' ' I was s it t ing at my f l i ght - s e rvic e c on s o l e and I j u st s aw i t  . in 
the � background out of t he wind ow o It was h��dint d �mward s at a 
�t e ep angl e ,  ab out 80 d e gre e s , but d i s app e are d froG s i ght b e f ore 
1t .re ac hed the ground o It Has brie;ht e;re en and hacl a t ai l  o_f 

- ligp.t behind it Hh ich wa s a l s o  a ere en c o l our 1 1  o 
The s e n i or op e rat i on s  c ont r o l l e r  at Tullamarine Airport , T ir o  
Dri an Hhi t e ley , said the ob j e c t  d i d  n ot sh oV<J up on radar s c re en s  
ancl a c h eck c on f i rmed that n o  airc raft were mi s s ing o 

C ont inued o o o o 



"'.'le c ont act ed the HAAF and have rep o rt ed it a s  an unident i fi e d  
flying ob j e c t ' ' , he s aid o 

An o f f i c e r  at Tidb inbi l l a D e ep Spac e  C ommQDic at i ons C ent re in 
C anb e rra s aid that no NASA s t at i on around the world had rep o rtzd 
an:;r s at e l l it e c oming dovm o 

The pre sident o f  t he Vict o ri an UFO :Re s e arch S o c i ety , Hrs o Judith 
r'lagee , said rep ort s o f  s i ght ings di e d  do�vn �re st e rclay and she fe lt 
it · had b e en the C o sm o s  s at e l l it e o 

* * * i,< 

FILM PLAri ON r li SSING J\.ITICRAFT 
C re dit : " Time s ' ' C anb erra , A c C c T o  1 2 th Jan o 1 98 3 o 

HEI,BOUPJ'JE : .A !''te l b ourne f i lm produc e r , r-1r o Ron C ame ron , want s 
t o  mak e  a document ary ab out a l i �ht airc raft whi c h  di s appe ared 
ove� Bas s Strait more than f our ye ars ago o 

I t s di s app e aranc e had spa��ed speculat i on o f  UFO 
invo lvement b e c au s e  the pi l ot '} I lr o  Fredericl"": Valent ic h ') had said 
in �i s last radi o me s s age t hat st range metal l i ri ob j ec t s were 
f o l l owing l'lim o 

Mr o C ame ron s aid two div e r s  had f ound the wre ckage 
of the :s ingl e - enginec. C e s sna vThich had di sapp e ared on O c t ob e r  21 , 
1 978 o They had offered t o  s e ll him phot ograph s  o f  t he wre ckage 
" fo r · .a _l arge sum 1 1 o 

A spoke smah from the Depart ment o f  Avi at i on said 
ye st e rday that the re was no pro of the wre c�age and pictu�e s were 

genuin� �- ... 
* * *  * *  -·· ··· ··· 

' UFO PLANE PHOTOS ' UPSET FATHETi o o o o o 

· . C redit : " The Sun " , H e lb ourne o 1 1 th Jan o 1 98 3 o  

Mr o Guido Valent i c h  i s  up s e t  that two �en ? wh o c lai� t o  have 
phot ographs of hi s mi s s ing s on ' s p l ane '} want t o  s e l l  them f or 
��1 0 '  000 0 

Fre�eric� Val ent i c h , then 20 , di sappe ared on Oc t ob e r  21 , 1 978 , 
whi l e  f lying a b lue and whit e sing l e - engined C e s sna in Bas s· Bt rai t o-

A r�di o  me s sage from the man s o on b e f o re h e  d i s app e ared ment i o�ed 
strang e  me ta ll i c  ob j ec t s h ove ring and f o l l owing him o I t  sparl<:".ed 
an St S-yet un s o lve d UFO my st e ry o 

· 

r'1ro ·; Val entich said ye st e rday : 1 1It i s  . di s app oint ing t hat t he se 
pe ople t ry t o  s e l l  such t hing s vvhen they haven ' t  got the digni t3� 
or the c ourt e sy to c ome a l one; and show them to :rle o It indi c at e $  
they are s o  c o ld-heart ed that they d on ' t  c are ab out p e op l e ' s 

· 

frel�ng S o 11 

Mr o ·- Tion Cameron , an indep end ent f i lm p roduc e r  who int end s t o  
sal vaDe the p l an e  and mal< e a document ary on the- myst e ry , c onfirmed 
that t'vo men - both divers - had o ff e red to s e l l  him the 

· 

phot o s  and the p l ane ' s  p o s it i on o  
C ont iDued o o o o o o o o  
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He s.�id they wanted " a  large sum 11  ·for the phot o s ? vihich had yet 
to  b .�  authent i c ated o f lr ... C ameron said the phot o s  were c lear and 
sho':T�cl an empty c oc 1cpi t o  

"The, p lane vJas a l ittle bit t1.�risted , but it ' s  st i ll in one piec e 1 1 ., 

he said o 1 1 0nce we get a line down t o  it we vri l l  be ab le t o  bring 
it t o  the surface in half a day 1 1 o 

'l 

Nr o Oameron ., l ilze the Valentich fami ly 'j be lieve s a Ul�'O vras invo lved 
in FJ:'ederic];: Valentich ' s d i sappearance o 

l\1Et·1BERS PLEASE NOTE ! 

'J.' .,- SHI TITS AFD '.'litTDCrillATBR8 _\nE l'TO\'J AVAILABLE o o o Your Soc iety 
( 

i s  now having emblens printed on T-Shirt s and Vindcheaters o  

The T- shirt s are t op quality J?o l3r/C otton ? Australian made o 

Hinclcheaters are Exact o  brand o 

The se garment s would make an ideal gift for your fami ly or 

friends ., 'l'he T- shirt s c ome in white with emb lem on t he 

left chest ; windcheaters are navy blue o 

C o st of T- shirt s  i s  :' � 7  o 50 

Po st p·e r  T-shirt - Vi ct ori a  90c ; Interstate <' � '1  o 00 o 

C o st of Vindcheaters i s  0 0 0 0  

Chi ldrens s i ze 24-32 �'1 3 o 00 

tJomens 

1·1en s 

I I  

I I  

31.!--LJ-0 

42-'-�-6 

� :;'1 5 ° 75 

:;:�1 6 o  90 

Po st per 1Jindcheater - Vi ct oria :>1 o 30 ; Interstate :' \'1 o 50 o 

Please note - for orders of five or more garment s 1 0% 
di sc ount applie s o 

Orders �:Ji l l  also  be t a��en at e;eneral meetings or picked up 
from c ommittee persons ' house s t hereby saving postage o 

Tiemember : every gar1nent s o ld benefit s your Soc iety ., 

Please allow 40 days t o  process your order o 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR SUBS o BOX ., o o o 
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** * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * � * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



I N T H E E V E N T  Alex Jaye C* 
Te chnical Officer, C ommitte e  Australi an  C inematographe rs 

Society 

It is arguably the overrid ing ambition of mo s t  me mbers of UFO study group s or soc­
ie tie s to be the personal wi tne s s  of a UFO s ight ing ;  and it would probably be a· 
"once in a l ife t ime " opportunity 9 s o , IN THE E"vENT 9 what would y ou do to pe rmanent ly � 

rE �ord tpe sight ing and e nsure 9 as far as currently p o s s ible 9 i t s  credib i l ity? 

Obvious ly some kind of phy s ical re c ord i s  c al led for .  
d o  thi s in many way s :  

1 • A still pho tograph 
2 .  A cine movie fi lm 
3 .  � video tape cas sette 
4 o  A sound recording 

The se days it i s  p o s s ible to 

5 .  Las t , but no t l eas t , the e nvi able opportunity of a phy si c al manife st at i on of 
its vi si t 9 and dare I say it 9 an ac tual p i ece of or from the craft . 

Howeve r ,  _ for the purpose of thi s art icle , l e t ' s  primarily c onc e rn ourse lve s wit� the 
mo s t  e as i ly achievab le , as far as the man in the s tree t  is concerned , a still photo-­
graph . · \rlith thi s  in mind 7 1:Je can divide the whole sub je c t  into two d i s tinc t  h� ad-
ings : · ( a) Taking the Picture 

(b ) Sub se quent Se curity of the Picture 

TAKING THE P ICTURE 

Obviously , the first c ons iderat ion i s  t o  alway s ,  repe at AL'v!AYS have y our c amera- with 
you, whe reve r you go , day or night . The re is ab so lute ly no use in having the camera 
unle s s  it is al so alway s  loaded with f ilm :- as the time i t  would t ake you t o  load it , 
( and it alway s  t ake s  twi ce as long when you are in a hurry ) ,  the sighting may we 11 
have gone . Make a note of the type of film i n  the c ame ra by st icking the e nd of the 
package or name of the film on the c amera i t se lf , NOT the c ase , as the two may ge t 
separateq . If you can ' t remembe r  to do thi s e ach t ime you change the film, then 
pre- se t �he film spe ed on you� camera ' s  automatic e xposure d ial o Some make s of c am­
era do thi s automatic ally anyway 9 e spec ially the 1 1 0  s i ze c ame ras . Do not eve·� put 
the c ame ra in your c ar gl ove box ,  as ap art from the exce s s  he at found in thi s  locat­
ion which wil l almo st certainly have an adve rse effe c t  on the c o l our re sult s of , your 
film, the act ion of try ing to ope n the glove b ox in a hurry c an be mo s t  frus trating . 
Keep the - c ame ra ne xt to y ou on the car fl oor 9 be low the pas sanger se at . It wi l l  be 
e asy to p ick up , and l et ' s  face it , i t  can ' t  fall any further and d amage i t se lf � if 
you have · to brake or ac ce lerate hard � ' 

Next , try to have al l  the c ame ra c ontro l s  pre- set in a "rule of thumb " c ondition.  
By thi s  J me an, s ince it i s  highly unlikely that y our s ighting will be closer than 
30 fee t , � you c an  e nsure instant sharp focus with a high degree of s afe ty by keep ing 
the le ns ·_pre-focus sed at INFINITY ., You shoul d use a fast shutter speed of be twe e n  
250th and 500th sec . t o  try to e l iminate b oth sub j e c t  movement and c ame ra shake � for 
pic ture s · t aken in bright day l ight ; ab out 1 2 5 th to 2 50th sec . for sunri se or sunse t ;  
and no s l owe r than 6 0th sec . for night shot s 9  ( so you will ne ed to ge t into the 
habit of normal ly us ing e. fairly fast ( se nsi t ive ) f i lm ) 0 S e t  the aperture c l o se to _ 
or: at the ful l ape rture of y our part icula r le ns . If you have an automat ic priority 
type c am�ra, set the shut te r spe ed and let the came ra sele c t  the aperture . Make 
sure tha� the film i s  alre ady wom1d on t o  the ne xt frame and the l ocking device · i s  
cleared , s o  you d on ' t have t o  fumble wi th that (l · 

So , you are e i ther walking with the camera around your ne ck or driving 11  and you sight 
something in the sky which y ou are unab l e  to identify .. If in the car , STOP . 
Do not attempt to take a p ic ture from a moving vehicle , if for no other re ason than 
the obvi ous d ange r be ing d i s tracted from your driving ,  and y our p ic ture wi ll almo st 
certainly be b lurred due to hand shake c ame ra movement . Ge t out of the car al�oge­
the r ,  y ou don ' t  want arry marks of dus t or flare c oming from y our wind screen or side 
windows to give fal s e  impre s s ions on your film o  It is mo st unl ike ly that you will 
have t he '. ide al , a tripod 1 so you need some thing to hold you steady . The mo s t  handy 
i s  the c ar it s e lf 9 so e ithe r  tuck y ourse lf against the s ide or over the bonne t . · 
Alternat ive ly , quickly l ook for a fence , a t re e , or even your pas senge r if you have 
one . I:f none of the se is availab le ? the be s t  you can do i s  ad opt a stance lik;e the 
c Gp s  on T . V .  when they are f iring a p i s t o l . Hold your bre ath as y ou " s que e ze "- :  the 
shutter button . If the ob j e c t  :is moving , "p an 11 ? ( fol l ow ) 9 with it and keep moving 
in the s�me d ire c t ion as you s que e ze the shutt e r . 

So , that ' s  the ac tual taking of the pic ture ; n.-M � ab out the p ic ture it se lf . 
In the he at and exc iteme nt of the moment it i s  not e asy to think of othe r  things 
than the . ob ject you ar\3 photographing o Hm..reve r 9  later on you need a gre at clee:i.l more 
d a t 2 . T:ry , if pos siblc:: 9  to inc lude in the s rune pic ture as the oh j e c t 9 some e a s ily 



cow or ho:rse , and ide al ly � ano ther p er s on . All the se have d ime n s i ons which f al l  int o  
narTow s i ze bracke t s  and there fore may b e ar a re levance b y  c ompari son t o  the s i ze of 
the ob j e c t , and will al so be an aid in matching c o l our print s ,  to ensure e xac t c p l our 
matching with the original . Try t o  assemb le as much , albe i t  apparent ly irre lev�t 
informat ion and de t ai l . The more the b e t t e r ,  if 9nly to e s t ab l i sh for y ourse lf: an 
aura of cred ib i l i ty . It i s  far b e t t e r  to have t o o  much d e t ai l  and not need i t , , _  than 
to need a small fac t and no t have i t . 

' 

Al l  the following are e ither e s senti al of he lpful in e s tab l i shing various asp?. c t s  of · 
your sight ingg 

\., 

1 .  The ex�c t  t ime of the d 2¥ or night your p ic ture was t aken . 
2 .  The �xact d ay and d ate . Thi s e stab l i she s the exac t  sun , p l ane t or s t ar p o s jt i ons 

for that t ime and d ate . 
3 . A compas s  be aring, i . e . the d i re c ti on you \ve re fac ing when you t o ok the p i c ture . 

If unable to work that out , try to e stab l i sh the sun ' s  or moon ' s p o s i t i on at that 
exac t ·  t ime . 

Give a de s c ript i on of c l oud l ayers a.YJ.d format i ons , and wind d ire c t i on if any .  A .  ver>J 
good ind i c at i on of spe ed of the ob j e c t  i s  if y ou s l owly c ount off 1 and 2 and 3 ,  
( i . e . 3 ' s e c ond s ) ,  be tvJeen taking e ach shot in a se rie s of 3 or more shot s . · Thi � ,  
compared with the aforementioned ob j e c t s  o r  b ackground would give a .good ind ic at ion of 
speed of the ob j ec t .  Thi s 9  o f  c ourse , doe s not apply whe n taking movie f i lm ,  in 
which the fi lm is e xp o sed at e ither a c ons tant speed o f  1 8  or 24 frame s per se c ond 9  
and - the al} Ount of movement in re l a t i on t o  the b ackground be twe en e ach . :frai1le c an  be 
e asi ly c alculated . Taking movie film will be the sub j e c t  o f  another artic le o 
Alway s  use your st andard lens . If a large r p i c ture i s  re qui red it i s  qui te si mp le 
t o  enl arge that part of the ne gat ive at a l ate r .  t ime , whic h 9  hopefully , will be quite 
sharp and we l l  de f ined . 

Do NOT use a flash at night . Ap art from the fac t  that any l i ght on c l o se · ob j e c t s  
would t e nd t o  cre ate a fal se impre s si on o f  the l o c al amb ient l ighting s i tuat ion , i t · 
wi l l  al so be c omple te ly use le s s  in i lluminat ing any ob j e c t s  over 30 fee t away . 

Now a couple of don ' t s . Do NOT use a te lephoto le ns in ord e r  to ge t a c l o s e  up . 
Using a h�nd held te l epho t o  le ns gre at ly inc re ase s the ri sk of hand and camera shake , 
re sul t ing· in a b lurred out line o f  the Db j e c t . 

Take numerous sho -t s . Fi lm s.tock i s  re lative ly che ap in re l at i on to the p otential 
value of your pic ture s 9  and y ou may never ge t ano ther chance , so write d o\vn the 
fo ll owing : te chnic al d e t ai l s . 

1 .  The film used and i t s e xpo sure speed in e i the r AS A or ISO and it s negat ive s i ze , 
i . e .  1 1 0 ,  35rnm, 1 2 0 ( whethe r  2% s quare , 6 x 7 or othe r )  

2 .  The ape rture se t t ing and the shut t e r  se t t ing 
3 .  The m�e and mode l of c amera used , and the foca.l l e ngth o f t he lens which i s  

important i . e . 45rnm 50mm o r  55rnm e tc . 
4 .  Any fil trat ion o n  the le ns , eve n  i f  only a U .  V .  ( ul t ra. viole t )  

SECURITY OF THE P ICTURE 
When ·the ob j e c t  has f inal ly d i sappe ared , rewind the film and Il\1MEDIATELY TJ:�.KE IT OUT 
OF T:H.E CAIVIERA, and immed iate ly replace i.t -=-\¢.. th -a. fre sh unexp o s ed ro l l  of f ilm . Then . 
expo se . one or two frame s of thi s  ne1:1 rol l  on nothing in p articul ar . The re aso'ning 
behind thi s  procedure i s  s imply \ ' Security " ,  and I wi ll go int o thi s mo st important 
aspe c t  in� more d e t :=.ti l  in another art icle . However ,  it will suffice to s ay ,  tha.t 
many a pre c ious f i lm has been saved from the c l av1s of offi c i al c onf i s c at ion by quick 
thinking 'and deft c once alment of the ac tual negat ive s in que s ti o n , �tlhen c ame ras _ have 
been e ither opened t o  fog the f i lm or c onf i s c ated and the ir c ontent s my s te ri ous ly 
" gone mis:�:ling" , l ate r ,  l o s t  in the sy stem . If apprehe nded , e_nde avour t o  c onc e al the 
f i lm takep from your c ame ra ,  pre fe rably s omewhere 011t s ide 9 not in y our c ar which i s  
l i able to - b e  se arched . P aranoid ? Ye s !  But the hi story o f  UFO re s e arch i s  d om­
inated by offic i ald om go ing t o  extreme lengths t o  try to hide the trut h .  Be ing one 
step ahe ad may pay d ividend s  in the long run .  

T o  Summar·i s e  � 

1 .  Keep your c �mers. wi th y ou �t all time s ,  l o aded w i th f i lm ,  on c ar floor or around 
your ne ck . 

2 .  Pre- se t camera c ontro l s , focus , shut ter 9 a.perture , f i lm winder . 
3 . Ge t out of c ar and find s ome s ort o f  anchorage . 
4 . nold b reath and s quee ze shut ter l ike firing rifle and ps,n wi th ob j e c t  o 

5 o Inc lude e a s i ly recogn i s avle ob j e c t s  in p ic ture 9 e spt:Jc ia l ly ano the r  pe rson ., _, 

.r _ _  ....,. . i. 
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6 .  Wri te down as much data on every aspe c t  of b o th e nvirorune nt and tec��ic�l fac t s  
f:\S p o s s ible . 

1 .  After ob j e c t  he s gone , rewind film and remove it from came ra. Replace wi th new 
rol l ,  expos ing 1 or 2 frame s on any thing . 

All the above may seem rather a. lot to remember o So 9 why not be pre pared by t rying 
a prac t ice run. \men next y ou are out for a. drive and spot an aircraft , ( c onvent­
ional type that i s ) , try out al l I have said , and make into a hab i t  so that al l tho se 
detai l s  are fo l l owed automat ica.lly o rrhen ,  \vhen the re al thing happe ns to y ou ,  y ou 
wil l  re ac t  without thinking and , hope ful ly , al l wil l  be we l l  and you will e nd up with 
a world wide scoop . 

If I c an  be of a:rry he lp , advice or otherwi se 11 p le ase d o  not he s it ate to c ontac t me , 
through tte se c re t ary , and b e twe e n  us we may be abl e  t o  c ome up wi th s ome i ncontro­
vertible �vidence of the exi s t ancG of UFO ' s , to the bene f i t  of al l concerned . 
Be st of luck ! 

*** ********* * ** 

*C. This a rticle is fully copy right rese rved wo rldwide by Alex Jaye. It may not be reproduced in any fo rm 
whatsoev� r in its entirety or any pa rt , or ve rsion without written pe rmission f rom Alex Jaye .  

********* ****** 

ON THE U .  F .. 0 .  TR.l\.IL 
by PaUl Norman 

Afe�c45, 000 . miles , vi siting inve stigato rs in 31 s tate s ,  I reached one of my favouri te 
haunts in the Sierra Nevada Mountai ns of Northern C alifornia . 
Ye ar after year I return to a frie ndly little town fo r a re st and trout fi s hing , 

just pri or' to my return to Australi a .  

O n  19th July ,  1982 , the C ounty She riff , a fri e nd o f  seve ral years , relayed a me s s age 
of a UFO ·si ghting whi ch c ame i n on the law . re info rceme nt r 1di o network . One 
witne s s  described the sighting as an extremely bri ght whi te dome whi c h  expanded to 
�00 feet at the base and an i ntense light whi c h  moved e rrati c ally . The lumi ne sc ence 
expanded to the part whe re the light began to di ssi pate . Another obs e rver . 
des cribed: the obje c t  moving at an extremely hi gh rate of s peed appe aring to move 

through th� phase s of the moon from full to half , a quarter moon the n back to full 
again.  
From anot�er angle a n  F . B . I .  Agent e stimated the obj e c t  to b e  1 . 000 fee t  l ong . 
All de s criptions appeared to i ndic ate an ob j e c t  whic h  c hanged sha pe  unti l i t  
di ssi pate d .  Thi s all sounds like a n  intriguing UF O  si ghting, the sort o f  i nc i de nt 
that li t �p the swi tchboards of Melbourne radi o ,  T . V .  and news paper offi ce s during 
the bre ak�ng up and re -e ntry pe ri od of the Rus sian Cosmos satellite 1402 �- .  
Likewi se , :. the C alifornia s i ghting coincided with the launching of a s atelli te at 
Vande nberg Air Force Base , north of Santa Barbara . 
During May, while on the UFO Trail i n  1976 ,  whem vi siting c ontacts at Vandenberg A i r  
Force Bas� , colleague Judi th Mage e and I we re permi tted t o  view the launching of one 
of these t�py s atellite s  • . I t  was fi red into polar orbi t fer e nough out ove r  the 
Pacific at a safe �i stance from po pul 3 ted �re � s . 
Until the · booster i s . j e tti s oned, the mi s sile doe s  appe ar to change shape and color 
Under the atmos phericcconditlons at the time of the July 19 , 1982 si ghting, the 
s atellite was viewed from towns in the mountai ns of Northern C alifornia over 100 
miles away . A di sappointing change from a UFO to an IFO on the UFO Trail . 

OMEGA NAVIGAT IONAL STATION . 

One of our members , David Peacock ?  has arranged a tour of the s tation for Friday 
4th March � We know i t  i s  ve� sho rt noti ce , but i f  aqyone i s  interested and 
available ; that day , David c an be c ontcted on 795 . 5859 betwee n  2pm - 5p . m . Wedne sday 
or Thurs day .  

' 



F R E D-E R I C K VAL E NT I C H  EN C O U NTER: U P DATE 
--------e By Paul Norman (C 1982, Paul Norman) ---------

One night in November 1953, I was 
called outside my home to observe an 
unidentified flying object approach and 
hover over a pdwer station in 
Tennessee. That same month, two 
military airmen were sent in pursuit of a 
mysterious flying object. They never 
returned. 

Little did I dream that nearly three 
decades later I would be involved, with 
colleagues, in the greatest mystery in 
Australian aviation history. 

displayed the same maneuverability, 
hovering characteristics, and the green 
light. Larry Coyne and his crew got 
back to tell their story-Frederick 
Valentich didn't . 

Frederick Valentich was not the 
only person who reported a strange 
object in the sky over Bass Strait that 
day and night. His ears were not the 
only ears that heard strange sounds 
that day and night. Researchers have 
found over 50 reported sightings of 
UFOs around Bass Strait which 

During the evening of October 2 1 ,  
1978, 20-year-old Australian pilot 
Frederick Valentich disappeared over occurred before,  during, and after the 

Bass S t ra i t  w h i l e  f l y i n g  from Valentich disappearance. Most of this 

Melbourne's Moorabbin Airport to _ information would never have been 

King Island, off the coast of Victoria. found but for the work of researchers 
His disappearance occurred at 1912:28 from the Victorian Research Society 
hrs. ,  during the peak of the largest UFO (VUFORS) based at Moorabbin, the 
flap in Australian history. location from whence the mysterious 

Over 3� years after that fatal flight started. 
Saturday evening, no trace has ever This incident was at first treated as 
been found of either the pilot or his an ordinary lost aircraft case. However, 
Cessna 182 aircraft. the difficulty in keeping details of this 

D u r i n g m y t r a v e 1 s a n d disappearance hidden was because 

correspondence, I have found many several other pilots flying at the same 

false stories circulating around the time were tuned to the same radio 

world regarding this most important frequency. The world first learned that 

case. I have found these inaccurate a UFO was involved when one of those 

statements are coming from individuals pilots tipped-off the press. 

at home and abroad, who live hundreds We first heard of the UFO 
of ·miles from the scene where the involvement on the following day, 
action took place, newcomers to the October 22nd. I immediately phoned 
field, newsmen who have tried to give Judith Magee, who is President of the · 
-ffie incident their. ow"n twist from-their Victorian UFO Research Society in 

limited knowledge of the known details, Victoria. We had been members of the 

and last but not least, from individuals Moorabbin Aero Club for several years. ! 
of the scientific community who have Judith is a former airline hostess with a 

concocted a preconceived theory and wide acquaintance of pilots and familiar 

have tried to make their ideas fit around with the language in aviation circles . 

it. She was the logical person to go 

Those researchers who are 
familiar with the outstanding Larry 
Coyne case (Oct . 1973 UFO encounter 
over Ohio by Army Reserve helicopter 
crew) will recognize that the Frederick 
Valentich description follows generally 
the same pattern as that of Larry 
Coyne's helicopter crew. That startling 
encounter took place 5 years prior to 
the Valentich encounter over Bass 
Strait. The object in each case was 
described as cigar or long shape, 

p ro b i n g  aviat ion p e r s o n-n e l  for 
information. 

We were the first members to 
arrive in the dining room and order our 
meals. When the waitress returned to 
the table, Judy asked, "What is all this 
talk about a UFO/aircraft chase?" The 
waitress replied, "yes, they had a · 
meeting with some of the pilots. They · 

were told not to divulge anything. " We 
heard later that some of those pilots 
were flying at the time of the encounter . .  

As the people began to gather, 
there were all sorts of rumors, stories, 
and speculation, such as hoax, suicide, 
secret military mission, stolen aircraft, 
the pilot had become disorientated, he 
had joined drug runners or had been 
murdered, etc . All these have been 
proven to be incorrect, unfounded, or 
beyond the scope of this young man. 

I waited for the appearance of two · 
pilots with whom we had discussed the 
subject many times. They both had 
p r e v i o u s  e n c o u n t e r s  a n d  w�re 
interested in  similiar cases. Finally, one 
of the pilots came in and took his seat at 
the bar. I walked up to him and befo*re I 
opened my mouth he waved his hand 
and said, "I don't know a damned 
thing. " He hasn't discussed UFOs with 
me since. 

The next morning (Monday) when 
newspapers came out all over Australia 
and the world , for that matter (although 
overseas headlines were not as 

· pronounced),  "Box Car" front-page 
headlines led the news of the day. 

About 9 a.m. I went over to Judy's 
home where the main VUFORS phone 
is located. She met me at the door with 
the remark, "I'm glad you came, this 
phone has been ringing off the hook 
since six o'clock and I 've got other work 
to do. "  VUFORS telephones kept 
ringing for t hree days , almost 
constantly. People were wanting to 
report sightings of 10, 15,  and 20 years 
ago, but we were trying to keep the lines 
clear for current reports. To complicate 
matters, some members of the press 
were demanding all the answers before 
we had the opportunity to investigate. 

The Bass Strait flap had been 
building up for over 6 weeks prior to the 
Valentich disappearance. UFO activity 
reached a peak that very weekend of 
October 2 1 ,  1978. Frederick Valentich 
was not the only person who reported a 
UFO on that day. Hundreds of people 
reported dozens of UFOs that same 
day and night. More daytime sightings 
were reported that day than in any flap 
we have ever investigated. Many of 
these reports have been published In 
the VUFORS publication Australian 
UFO Bulletin, the MUFON UFO 



P a u l N or m a n  reco u nts p i lot  d i s a p pe a r a n c e  c a s e  

Journal, The International UFO 
Reporter, the APRO Bulletin, and 
other UFO publications throughout the 
world. 

One of the first attempts to debunk 
the encounter came from an official 
spokesman. "The pilot had been flying 
upside down and had seen his reflection 
in the water ."  This hastily presented 
"explanation" immediately backfired. 
The fuel tanks of a Cessna-182 are 
located in the wings and the gasoline 
flows to the engine by gravity. There is 
no fuel pump in this type of airplane. It 
will not fly upside down for more than 
50 seconds. 

Speculation that the sound was of 
the aircraft crashing into the water is 
incorrect . Due to the curvature of the 
earth, the radio could not have been 
heard by Melbourne Flight Service 
control ler, had the Cessna been at sea 
level. Neither would a crash last for 17 
seconds, which was the duration of  the 
strange noise. 

A t t e m p t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  
manipulate public opinion that the pilot 
was not where he reported his position. 
Wrong again! Witnesses camped along 
the Packer River , 5 miles east of the 
Cape Otway lighthouse, observed his 
blue and white Cessna turn toward 
King Island at precisely the time he was 
due in that area. 

Perhaps the most unscrupulous 
and deceptive reporting of the entire 
event occurred when newsmen 

- misrepresented and misquoted the 
statements made by the Bay Pines 
Motel manager, when Frederick's girl 

-friend asked at the reception desk if 

there was a Valentich registered there. 
She was looking for the pilot's father, 
Guido Valentich. The press misquoted 
the facts and reported that she had 
asked for Frederick Valer:ttich, the 
missing pilot . Consequently another 
twist appeared as a front page "scoop:"  
Ronda and friends were to have a 
rendezvous with the pilot . Some 
newsmen were busily engaged in trying 
to make the incident look like a hoax. 

The facts are that the friends of 
F reder ick  Valent ic h ,  th inking a 
possibility existed that he might have 
turned back to Cape Otway, the 
nearest land to his last reported 
position, were there to search for him. 
The newspapers which published this 
false twist have editors who are of the 
Philip Klass , anti-UFO persuasion. 
They have never retracted this false 
report . 

Another false twist to this baffling 
mystery was alleged suicide. Rumors 
were being circulated that Frederick 
was in financial difficulty and friction 
existed in the family. The precise 
opposite is true. Frederick Valentich 
had a savings account of $2,500.00. 
Guido Valentich has experienced 
difficulty transferring his son's account 
to a term account which pays a higher 
interest rate. Guido Valentich stil l  has 
hopes that his son will someday return. 

When Frederick commenced his 
flying lessons, his parents did not favor 
him becoming a pilot because of the 
dangers involved. Apart from this 
original objection and the normal 
scoldings that I or any other father gives 
his sons at that age, no problem 
existed. The family was very close knit. 

Suicide is ruled out becaus-e of 
outstanding reasons. Frederick was 
very fond of his girl-friend. He was keen 
to secure his commercial license. He 

had bought a new suit of clothes just 
prior to his disappearance. The same 
reasons apply to discount rumors that 
the aircraft had been stolen. If  the pilot 
had stolen the plane for resale, he 
would have selected a more expensive 
one. Besides. he would have had to land 
the airplane after dark on a l ighted 
runway. 

No official admission has ever been 
made that either the Cessna and/ or the 
UFO were detected by radar. It is a 
documented fact that hundreds of 
people reported dozens of UFOs 
during the same day and night.  These 
reports flooded the telephones of Radio 
and TV Stations, newspaper desks.,. and 

VUFORS telephones. Witnesses have 
been located who observed a blue and 
white Cessna which matched the pilot's 
flight plan. Frederick Valentich was not 
the only person who reported a green 
light at the position where he vanished. 

It  is a known fact that officialdom 
insists there is no such thing as an 
unknown flying object .  The Frederick 
Valentich case is still open. The last 
statement to come from official sources 
states: "The conclusion will probably be 
a flying accident due to an unknown 
cause." 

(Based on Mr. Norman's talk at the 
1982 MUFON UFO Symposium� July 
2-4 , Toronto, Ontario, Canada.)  


