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Society History

51957 19572

At this point perhaps it may be opportune to present a brief history of
the Victorian U.F.O. Research Society.

The earliest U.F.O. group to form in Australia was the ‘“Australian Flying
Saucer Bureau’ under the direction of Edgar Jarrold and Andrew Tomas,
in the early 1950s. At the same time, Fred Stone inaugurated the “Australian
Flying Saucer Research Society’” in Adelaide. After approximately two
years the Bureau closed down and was regarded as a branch of the
“Australian Flyung Saucer Research Society’” under Andrew Tomas. This
shortly broke from Adelaide and became the “Australian U.F.O. Investigation
Centre’” with Dr. Clifford at its head until 1958, when the Presidency
passed to Dr. Lindtner.

The ‘Australian Flying Saucer Research Society (Victorian Branch)” was
formed on the 17th February, 1957 as a branch of the ‘“Australian Flying
Saucer Research Society” and later that year was re-organised as the
“Victorian Flying Saucer Research Society’ with Mr. Peter E. Norris L.L.B.
as President. In 1968 the name was again altered — this time to the
“Victorian U.F.O. Research Society.

During this time, the Society has published various papers and is probably
best known for its publication Australian Flying Saucer Review, curtailed in
1972 due to high costs and subsequently superseded by the Australian
U.F.O. Bulletin and at one stage sponsored and produced a quarter-hour
program on a Melbourne radio station under the heading of “The Truth
Behind Flying Saucers’.

The Society had held a dispassionate attitude on U.F.O.s, claiming it is a
scientific problem deserving closer attention. It has also met regularly in
General Meetings and maintains the largest U.F.O. library in the Southern
Hemisphere, making books available by post, to members throughout the
Commonwealth.

Membership of this Society — which maintains the largest membership of
any U.F.O. organisation in the Southern Hemisphere — is open to all who
¥4 genuinely interested in the subject.
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DISCUSSION NIGHTS.

Royal Society, 9 Victoria
Street, Melbourne at 8p m.

These meetings take place
four times per year plus
our Exhibition. We would
befhappy if our members
would take note and support
their Society. The next
Bulletin will give these
dates. Please record them.

BEDES THE, TN TR

This edition of the Bulletin carries an article
from the Melbourne Age newspaper entitled ! UFO's are
Bunk!'. The Age newspaper is very anti-UFO! The
publication very seldom publishes a news item on the
subject, tunless the story is silly or negative.
Readers will never learn anything about the world-wide
activity of UFO's if their reading is confined to the
Age!

The article which appeared in the 5th September
edition is no different. While it states that ;
scientists who have studied claims of UFO sightings
are increasingly coming to the conclusion that these
'things' do not exist,; not one scientist who is doing
positive research in the field is even mentioned.

Only the debunkers who have an axe to grind, a face to
save or are paid to put forward misinformation are
named. The writer of the article attempts to prop up
Philip Klass as the most outstanding researcher. The
very opposite is true! :

Veteran ufologists know. that many more scientists
now realize the problem is real and are now researching
the Mystery of the UFO's. Thirty years ago, very few
scientists would dare to mention the subject.

Concerning Philip Klass, VUFORS has first hand : -
knowledge regarding the Klassical manner in which he
works. One of the outstanding examples is the
McDonald/Klass encounter of 1967, when Professor Janes
McDonald visited Australia. His visit was funded by
the United States Navy for research into atmospheric
physics as well as UFO reports. He was very energetic,
working late into the night and rising early to listen
to VUFORS Library tapes when not interviewing witnesses
or meeting with meteorologists. He was also very .
much interested in reports of unidentified flying
objects flying into and out of the water, since we do
not have submarines which fly.

Just prior to McDonald's return to the United States,
Ambassador Clark sent a message to be relayed to Prof.
McDonald to contact him, immediately. At that time,
McDonald was in Queensland. When he returned to Sydney,
he contacted the U.S. Consulate, where all knowledge’ of
the message was denied.

However, a short time after McDonald reached
California, we received a letter from him, wanting to
know more about the ambassador's message, stating there
were repercussions in America, because of his visit ‘to
Australia. Now, who would you think would have
sufficient influence with an Ambassador to try and halt
the activities of Ufology's most outstanding scientific
researcher? Philip Klass of course! Klass had
introduced a complaint that Professor McDonald was
squandering funds on "flying saucers". McDonald was so
effective at enlightening the public, that the debunkers
commenced a !'stop McDonald Movement!'. Klass was '
losing face as well as money. In the end McDonald was
cleared of charges. Did Klass recant? Of course not!
Trapped debunkers never do! Klass, who has a standing
position with the United States Media, not only to
promote programs for his debunking roles, but arrange
the programs so he has the last word as well. Philit
Klass is so deeply involved in trying to save his faege,
that he is scared stiff of rebuttals; But the only :

e ple ke has Aeceyod, avy thezs yho Jor't know



The last sentence on the Editorial page reads:-
But the only people he has deceived, are those who don't know anything about UFO'S,

Paul Norman.



ON THE U.F.O0, TRAIL

by Paul Norman (c) Copyright 1985,

The absence of UFO news coming to my attention from the Northern Territory,
during recent years, prompted my return from overseas earlier then usual this year,
to visit that part of Australia kefore the!Wet Season'commenced.

Since all other Australian arczas are represented by Ufologists who, from
time to time, report UFO activity from their states, I decided to spend some time
in the territory where the population is sparse and where there was a need to check
on sightings in that area My findings revealed that there is possibly as much
UFO activity in the Northern Territory as in other parts of the nation.

Incidents of strange lights pacing cars, trucks, aircraft or motorcycles
have been numerous. An example of this was described to me by a bus driver who
said that while he was driving towards Darwin from Alice Springs, he saw what he
first thought to be a meteor, until it came to an abrupt stop in mid-air. After
a minute or so it shot off on a horizontal path.

. Another motorist told about being terrified when an object paced him for
several miles, then began to circle his car. The sighting was also witnessed by
a police officer.

A power station supervisor related his story about a UFO hovering above
the station where he was employed. This sighting was also witnessed by several
school girls from the bearby Rum Jungle school.

The helmsman of a small yacht reported that when he was sailing between
Pitcairn Island and Tahiti, a UFO circled the yacht several times at variable
speeds, with no sound.

The captain of a small ship. who was piloting a craft through the narrow
Apsley Strait which separates Bathurst Island and Melville Island, said that he
and four other crew members saw an orange colored light above them, perhaps
a hundred meters high. After hovering a few minutes, the object moved several
hundred meters, then turned on its side and while hovering the second time, it
externded a beam of green light, widening out to about 90 degrees. It held this
stationary position for several minutes. The captain viewed the object through
field glasses suitable for right use. During the stationary period, he could: .
see a number of windows. At no time could the observers hear any sound. ' It: -
finally sped off in a north-westerly direction. : bir

Even while flying over Ayers Rock, I learned from the pilot, that he was
paced by a UFO while flying to Darwin from one of the islands to the north of
Australia. '

Nearly everywhere I found someone who had a sighting or two. A motel
receptionist told me about her experience when she and a friend were less than
a kilometer from Ayers Rock, one evening, a light came speeding towards the ground
and made an abrupt stop, just above the ground. It remained stationary for a few
seconds, then began to move slowly to the left around the Rock, appearing again
from the right. It hovered a second time before speeding away without sound. -

All reports received were not limited to Australia. One very interesting
case came from a crew member of a ship, who, while visiting friends in Capetown,
South Africa, observed a daylight disc hover for about ten minutes, after which
two South African Military jets came speeding from the base towards the object.
The UFO then streaked away, with the jets in hot pursuit The crewman said- that
the Capetown Argus reported that its switchboard was 1lit up by people ringing in
about sightings during that time. This is further confirmation that we can add
another Nation's Air Force Chases Mystery Objects ("which do not exist"), along
the UFO Trail.

g R

VUFORS is most apologetic for the delay in the publication of the
Bulletin. We wish to advise members, their memberships will cover
the ususl four editions before their second and final reminder of
renewal. :

The next edition will contain the meeting dates for 1986.



HEY are shaped like cigars or

saucers or Frisbees. They

flash and glow and whirl and

turn and zoom away in an in-

stant. Or they float, drift and

hover quietly iIn darkness.
They whisk contented fishermen from
their perches on the banks of remole
streams. Or they trap automobiles In a
mysterious beam of bright light and trans-
port the occupants skyward. There, the
“calch” is examined, drugged to induce
amnesia and returned safely.

They are, of course, UFOs — those widely

reported. Unidentified Flying Objects, crafts
from other worlds, if you will, that inspire
myths and movies and midnight moon-
walching.

But there Is a problem. Flying saucers (or
even cigars) from space have never been to
Earth. At least, that is what many sclentists are
now saying publicly with increased vigor.

And what s more, many of these scienlists
are saying that no extraterrestrial intelligence
has set foot or claw or flipper on Earth because
there is nothing out there. Man, as they say, Is
alone in his universe.

A group of astronomers, physicists, chem-
Ists, biologists and other scientists has been
gathering to discuss the question. After one
such conference, ‘Where Are They? The Impli-
cations of Our Fallure to Observe Extraterres-
trials’, their cautious conclusion why the world
scientific community possesses not one shred
of evidence about aliens from outer space was:
“Intelligent life is not widespread in space.”

But individually they are more oulspoken,
especially when baltling proponents of “UFO!l-
ogy" who say that with all the billions of stars
out there, surely, somewhere, there are life-
sustaining conditions like those on Earth.

Could be. But Michael Hart thinks the
chances are slim. Dr Hart, a former professor
of physics at Trinity Universily in Texas, Is an
astronomer and author of ‘Extraterrestrials —
Where Are They?' He performed an elaborate
computer study on how a planet’s almosphere
evolves.

“t found that a planet must be situated in

quite a parrow zone about its sun to avoid
either being too hot or too cold to support life,”
he says. “If the Earth were five per cent closer
to the sun, life here would have never evolved.
If the Earth had been one per cent farther
away, the planet would have had runaway
glaclation.”
" Dr Hart’s computer studies show that among
the many variables in the universe (billions
upon billions of years, millions upon millions of
kilometres, and vastly different atmospheric
conditions) the chance (o become life-sustain-
Ing is extremely low. “Odds against forming
life on one particular planet where all condl-
tions are suitable can be very much higher
than 100 billion to one,” he says. “That would
mean that only one galaxy in a trillion has a
single habitable planel.

*As for life in our galaxy, we on Earth are It.
The presence of life on Earth Is an unusual
coincidence, and I don't think we are going lo
find anything else out there within reach.”

But couldn’t life exist in the galaxy in some
other form? “There could be life on other plan-
ets based on different structures than life on
Earth,” says Frank Tipler, associate professor
of mathématical physics at Tulane Unjversily
in New Orleans. “Instead of being based on
oxygen and hydrocarbons like Earth’s life,
there conld be life forms based on, say, silicon
and argon gas.

“But most scientists who have looked Into
the matter think that hydrogen and casbon,
because of their chemical and physical proper-
ties, are much better and more common build-
ing blocks.”

¢ v6 studied ciglms of
Flylng 06seis — UF0s — are Increas coml
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conclusiea that thicy do st exisl. As GHARLES DOWNEY reporis,
the overiviistalng proSatiity Is that there Is no other intolligent
life form in tie unfvarse — mankind Is alone.

BRSNS,

But even more significant than the rarity of
life in our cosmic neighborhood is what Profes-
sor Hart calls Fact A. “If there were many
civilisations on other planets in our galaxy, we
would have some evidence of it by now,” he
says. “Fact A simply means there are no beings
from outer space on Earth. The Earth and our
sun are relatively young and my calculations
show extraterrestrial civilisations would have
developed long ago and settled on Earth and
other places at least 160 million years ago. If
our solar system had been even brielly visited,
we would see tracks on the moon where there's
no erosion or weathering to eliminate them.”

Dr Tipler points out that a civilisation only
50 to 100 years more advanced than ours could
probably build robots that could make copies
of themselves from raw materials found on
other planets or in an asteroid beil. “Using
such a system, an intelligent specics could ex-
plore our eatire galaxy in 300 milllon years,"

he says. “But we’ve seen no such machine — |
think because no Intelligent species within
reach exists to have sent one.”

Eric Jones, an astronomer at Los Alamos
National Laboratory in New Mexico, figures it
would have taken oniy 30 million years to co-
lonise all the habitable places in the Milky
Way, only a fraction of the four billion years in
the life of the Earth. “So one must conclude
that alien beings would have been here long
ago If they existed,” he says. “Furthermore,
there’s not a shred of evidence that Earth has
ever been visited by alien belngs.”

But proponents of UFOlogy counter that
space people don’t contact us openly because
they don’'t want to change the course of our
clvilisation and technology.

“Hf that were true, then we would not know
anything at all about them and there never
would be a question,” von Hoerner says. "If
these travellers come light years through
space, they are far ahead of us in every re-
specl. And If they wanted to remaln in biding,
then they would be In hiding."

But what about all the people who have seen
UFOs and the people who have reported being
abducted by the allens on board?

-1 don't have a good answer (o explain allthe
sightings or kidnappings,” von Huerner says.
“But I do know that only a few hundred years
ago, many people, the well-educated included,
reported seeing the devil. Even Martin Luther
said he saw the Dark Prince and had thrown
an ink bottle at him.

Other studies, In fact, have proposed a
rational explanation for some of the sightings
of UFOs and their pilots. According to research
done by Alvin Lawson, a professor of English
at California State University, earthlings who
ciaim to have been aboard a UFO are recalling
their own births or have experienced some
common mental phenomena.

As evidence, Professor Lawson cites the
case of Brian Scott, who has reported six dif-
ferent encounters with UFOs. Under hypnosis,
Scott reported that in one encounter he was
first paralysed and then levitated aboard a
UFO. A door exploded open, and he was

_stripped by 240-centimetre tall creatures,

placed in a large room where aliens took urine
samples, extracted stomach fluid and removed
his heart and then reassembled it.

That description, typical of alleged on-board
UFO encounters, matches well the reports of
hypnotised volunteers who reported their pre-
birth experience as bliss and a pleasant relax-
ation. similar to Scoll's paralysis.

During dellvery there were colors, blood
and explosions — Scott's door. There s a sense
of betrayal and dismemberment just after a
baby Is separated from the mother. Hypnotised
subjecis recalled the birth canal as a tunnel
and, at its end, a brightly lit fabor room.

Aboard Scott's UFO, this could have been the
1ab room, complete with large, strange beings
(doctors) who poke and prod the newborn.

James Oberg, a space sclentist associated
with NASA's shuttle project and ‘The New
Race for Space,’ has reported how UFO butfs
have resorted to hoaxes, fraud and advertising
tricks in a bid to win respectabliity for their
beliefs.



For instance, one British physicist slipped
into the midst of a group of UFO devo-
lee/watchers after Installing a purple spotlight
on a distant hillside. When the physicist started
fNashing his spotlight on and off, a “magnetir
detector” on (he watch site sounded an alarm.

The Buiitish scientist brought with him a
camera containing exposed film showing the
likeness of a UFQ. He then handed the camera
to a prominent UFO researcher. Even though
the landscape in the pholos was consideranly
different from the one viewed hy the UF)

watchers, the films were “anatysed” several
times, rovndly declared genuine. and the mary
witnesses to the "“landing” recounted the many
“details” of the sighting to the hungry press.

By the time the British scientist admitted the
spoof 2 13 years later, the sighting had been
fully Neshed out as eyewitnesses reporied the
size and shape of the crafl and how i! had
hovered and moved aboul.

In another incldent, a college student in
Maryland heard a talkshow guest telling how
he had been to a planet tn a distant galary
ahoard a flylng saucer. The student telephored
the same show and reported that he, too, had
been an the same planet via the same vehicle,

The student was later carefully quesiioned,
even hypnotised and eventually becaine the
source for several arlicies. He let the prank go
for years and then admitted the hoax. None-
theless, articles are still being printed about bis
journey.

“The point to all these stories is that, if there
ever is anything significant to be found out
about UFQs, it won't come from UFOlogists,”
says Oberg. “Their methods are not sclentilic,
and almost all published UFO photographs are
hoaxes — either forged models or misrepre-
sented ordinary phenomena.”

Philip Klass, a senlor writer with ‘Aviation
Week' and ‘Space Technology’, is undisputed
as the world's leading UFO sceptic. He began
lavestigating UFO phenomena in 1966 and has
turned out two hooks. 'UFOs Identified’ and
‘UFOs Explalned’.

“Today, after many years of exploring UFO
phenomena, I've come to reallse that most
UFO cases are Investigated by people who
want to believe in UFOs,” Klass says. Over the
past 15 years, he has investigated the most
famous UTFO cases and sightings. “I have not
found a single case which would make me
think Earth is being visited by spacecraft from
other worlds,” he says. “There is not one plece
oi UFO evidence that stands up.”

Despite rumaors to the contrary, Klass says
all tke Project Bluebook papers, the US Air
Force's investigation into UFO phenomena,

‘were declascified and made public. He also

obtained through the Freedom of Information
Act 806 pages of material the CIA collected on
Ui0s. “Over a 39-year period, there are about
25 sheets that are interesting,” Klass says.

The CIA final'y lost interest and quit filing
reports. Project Bluebook wrapped up (n 1969
with the conclusion that most UFO sighlings
could he explained In terms of natural
phenomena.

Q¢ ihe 20D pecple who have claimed to have
heen aboard a spacecraft, not one has brought
back a single souven!r or artefact,” Klass says.
"All it would 1ake for science to completely
chunge ite mind would be one tiny ohject or
piece of material or even 8 scrap of which we

‘could say: ‘It does not come from this world.”

But there has been none.”

And so what does all this mean? Michael
Hart tninks it is probably a waste of time and
money to continue significant searches for
atien beings. He aiso thinks our descendants
will go on to explore and colonise the habitable
planets of our galaxy.

It may well be human heings who become
the first true aliens from ouler spnce.

THE AGE, Thursday 5 September 1985
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‘There's a red
light ahead.

It's definitely
coming this
way. Weird.

It looks like an
eye winking at
you.' Then the
speaker seemed
to lose control
and ordered the
men to base.

THERE was an eerie
silence in the chill
night air as a group of
- Americtn servicemen
roked e Suffolk forest
with theis torchiight.

They were hunting
for clues — tracesof a

“UFO crash-landing
reported by a securi-
ty patrol three nighta
before, in which treas
and lights at the end
of the alr force
runway had been da-
maged.

They recorded radl-
ation levels, strange
indentations in the
soii and damaged
trees.

Moments later a
senior officer In charge
of the men ordered them
to ‘‘douse lighls'’' as a
strange object sppeared
to Le moving towards
them in the night shy.

What happened next on
that night In December
1080 is on a dramatic tape-
recording which a group of
British ufologists claim
was made by the colonel In
charge of the search.

They

A dramit_i_q
tape recording
points to an
and a UFQ
group wants
an inquiry.

Report by
Shirley
Davenport
Drawing by
Mike
Pochodzaj

SAY UFOLOGISTS, CLAIMING A BIG COVER-UP

terrupted by the stunned
voice of an American offi-
cer indicating a small red
light in the aky.

“"Douse fashlights,* he
calied.

‘“S8ce il you can get the
starscope on it,

‘“There’s no doudbl about
it. There's a strange red
iight ahead.

‘““Weird. It'a coming this
way. lt's definttely coming
this way.

“This is weird. It's just
moved off to the right.
Strange! Whew! It lonks
like an eye winking at
you.'’

Seconds later, the same
office reportis into his tape-
recordar: ‘‘We have got
two strange objects, halt-
moon shaped. becoming
full clrcle. with coloured
ghts on them — five to 10
miles out, maybe less.

“Now we have object
10 degrecs directly south.*’

He paused, and a hinl of
panic entered his vaice.

“They are moving -
moving up fast.

‘“Here he conies from the
south. He's comling lo-
wards us now. There ap-
pears (o be a beam coming
down o the ground. 1It's
unreat.”

The next moment, the
speaker nlmost seented to
lose conirol as he ordered
the terrified men dback to

are demaunding a pubiic in-
quiry Intn the Rendiesham
Forest ULF'O sightings.

They claim that suppres-
sion of the tape and previ.
ous denlal of its existence
was part of a massive
cover-up by the Americans
and the British defence
ministry.

But they are keeping
secret the tdentity of the
supplier of the tape -record-
ing, allegedly a copy of the
original, said to have been
made by someone &t the
American base.

Jenny Randles, director
of Investigations for the
British UFO Research As-
soclation, says: ‘Our ob-
jective i3 not to convince
anyone that a spaceship
landed (here, even though
there afe eye-wilnesses
who awear that they saw
allens in silver suils com-
municaling with an otficer
at this same spol three
nighls before the tape re-
cording incident

““Whet we are concerned
about 3 that whatever
landed there eluded the
radar network which ts
suppased to be our front
Hne ot defence.”*

Jenny, who has wriiten
about the Suffolk Iincident
with two other ufologists,
Dot Street and Brenda
Putler. Sky Crash, A

Cosmic Conspiracy. pub.

public has a right to know
what is going on. it may or
may not have been a UFO
which crashed in that
forest the first time. But
whatever it was had radia-
tion connected with |It,
which makes it potentiaily
dangerous

1 dan’t know whether It
was allen, Russian or one
of ours. And we don't have
enough {nformation to
judge

She ciaims that there is
enough sworm testimony
from eye-witnesses to war-
rant an open investigation
and accuses the Hritiesh and
American authorities of a
“‘conspiracy’ to hide the
truth.

Jenny claims that the
UFO researchers also have
the support of Ralph
Noyes, who for four years
was head of the section
within the Defence Minis-
try responsible for collat-
ng UFO data.

Civillan eaye-wilnesees,
she says, have been
wamed off and In ons Case,
patd ofl. Military witnesaes
were debriefed and th.n
sent back to the United
Statss.

One, who has since left
the air force, is stiil (oo
afrald to give his real name
but talke qf being taken to
en underground room at
his air base and seeing a

same airman had been able
to give deacriptions of the
stiver-suited aliens he saw

in the forest, trying to
repair their damaged
craft.

They were Jjust aver
three (eet tall, had large
heads with alits for zyes,
nose and mouth. and eyes
{lke Inverted coal's eyes.
And, he claimed, they coin-
municated through some
kind of sign language with
one of the commanding
officers.

Jenny claims that the De-
fence Minlatry fiatly
dented any UFO reports
from (hat area at the outsel
of her tnquirtes. Two years
later, she sald, they ad-
mitted that there had been
“unusual lights'’ reported

Eventually, through the
American Freedom of In-
lormation act. the release
was secured of an officlal
repoit to the Defance Min-
tatry froin the U9 goionel in
charge of base oparations.

In it, he mentions hoth
events when UFO's wese
spotted. describing the
abject as triangular, metal-
Iic and capable of extraor-
dinery manosuvrds,

Jenny says: “The peaple
of Britain have a tic be
treated with respsct. Too
much secrecy cotiid be ca-
tatrophic. The governinant
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UFOS & THE MEDIA

Charles E. Barnum

»

My good (riend, Walt Andrus,
asked me to discuss news media in
relation to UFO sightings - and then
bombshelled me by remarking, “We'll
call your talk the keynote speech.”

Inserting me as a keynoter in a
scientifically oriented qathering such as
this is much like asking a lifelong
birdwatcher to deliver a paper at a
meeting of NASA scientists on a
subject such as:

“Location of the engine frame into
an airplane’s wing, just ahead of the
teading edae of the wing, produces the
greatest propulsive efficiency while
maintaining the best aerodyhamic
results.”

Frankly, I'm here, as most of you
are, to learn something; and hopefully
tn discover that the study of UFO
phenomena may be off and running on
a scientifically guided course.

As a newspaperman whose
skepticism is representative, | believe,
of journalists generally, 1 have
approached the problem of handling
news of UFFQ sightings gingerly, even
apprehensively.

FEAR

It's a scary subject; it requires
tnature handling.

The Orson Welles broadcast in
1938 hased on H.GG. Wells' “War of the
Worlds™ seriously disturbed more than
one million persons, many of them to
the point of panic, according to a study
conducted by Hadley Cantril. The story
was told in the form of a newscast, but
announcements were made before,
during, and after the presentation
stating it was a play based on Wells’
novel about an invasion from Mars.

And because “humanoids” are
also involved in the UFO picture,
editors and newsmen generally must
develop ways of presenting reports of
sightings which they receive so as not to
cause uneasiness, or, indeed, fear.

Thus, when [ learned such a

conference as you are now engaged in
was contemplated here, | felt a sense of
gratitude to the conference planners.
We now have an opportunity to use
conference materials as a basis for
giving our readers a coherent, more
comprehensive and authoritative look
at the UFQ experience.

Additionally, such a conference
has educational advantages for news
media representatives, as well as
others, to learn more about the UFO
activity in the confext of deliberate

consideration and discussion, apart
from emotional, even traumatic
response to inexplicable sirangeness.

Such knowledge should enable all
of us in media work to handle news of
UFQ activity more intelligently, and
perhaps with less skeplicism. Our need
— and this arises somewhat from the
fact we've been susceptible to stories
arising from misperceptions—is to
achieve peispective on the whole
complex subject. Moreover, we needto
be helpedbybetter screeningofreports
reaching us, so that we can provide our
readers a betier, more coherent picture
of what is happening on the UF O front.

At least for several colleagues and
myself, now that you are in town, a
quote from Jack Taylor, of Missouri,
seems apropos. He remarked about the
new minister at his church: “Our new
pastor is doing a wonderful job. We
didn’'t know what sin was until he came
to town.”

I must acknowledge that as a
skeptic I've had my skepticism blunted
and my interest aroused by several
books on UFQ's and one book in
particular. It is“The UFO Experience, a
Scientific Inquiry,” by Dr. J. Allen
Hynek, Chairman of the Department of
Astronomy of Northwestern
University, your 1970 Conference
headliner.

After reading Dr. Hynek's book
and some other material on UFO's, I'm
prepared to acknowledge, “You're
undoubtedly dealing with something

that needs, not sniggering, but
downright enlightened interest by the
scientific community.” And I might add,
the something referred to needs our

news media's careful attention and
handling.

UFO FOCUS

| also will acknowledge, on the
basis of a somewhat superficial survey,
as | did not have available a wide
assortment of papers, that some of us in
the newspaper business have not done
enough to bring proper focus on the
UFO muystery.

Bringing the UFO experience into
a sharp focus entails much more than
doing as we have generally done,
reporting occasional sightings by
individuals in our reading areas.

Even Jesus realized that the folks
at home do not a prophet recognize,
that one becomes an expert only when
he travels far from home. So it is with
the credibility of sighters in their own
backyards. Their neighbors, and their

hometown editors, don't credit them
with the qualities necessary for expert
observation. In this connection, Dr.
Hynek's suggested method of rating
credibility makes a lot of sense.

The study | made of reports in the
press of UFO sightings impressed me in
the same way that reports of the late
Senator Joseph McCarthy’s charges
did. As one read the McCarthy blasts—
all isolated—one had a growing feeling
of unease, and an undeniable fear that
Communists were taking over the
government. As each story unfolded,
the nation experienced a nervous
binge.

What was lacking in the McCarthy
case was this: A blockbuster wrapup of
the whole McCarthy story, pulling all
facets together so that the country
could get a look at the complete
McCarthy case. If his charges were

solid, the wrap-up would have shown
them to be so and would have made him
a national hero. But when such a
compilation was done by a press
association, the McCarthy story
exploded and he faded from the
national scene. There was no
documentation of his charges, and
nothing was found to substantiate his
statements. :

As for the UFO phenomenon, |
consider the Dr. Hynek book an
essential blockbuster wrap-up of the
UFO story—pulling together all
relevant facets and offering the route to
a scientific appraisal of available data.

The UFO stary obviously is not
going to explode, for Dr. Hynek shows
that it has tremendous significance for
us and our time, and possesses enough
substance to warrant' greatly
accelerated scientific inquiry.

It was impossible for me to trace a
consistent pattern of UFO handling by
the news media. ! found that some UFO
sighters concluded they had been
treated too lightly in stories detailing
their reports.

For our part locally, I can say that
both the electronic and print media
have treated UFO stories as straight
news events, never minimizing their
importance, nor overinflating their
significance, or casting aspersions on
the persons involved. Also we have
reported talks by your local
spokesmen, particularly Wait Andrus,
fully and accurately.

As | study available materials on
UFO’s, | have reached several
conclusions which might be the same
gained by other newsmen after



siudying the same documents. |
* cannot, of course, speak for any other
news:nan, but | can speak for myseif.
< My skepticism, which incidentally
naver reached the point of negative
reaction for 1 tried to be objectively
skeptical (whatever that is), has given
way to deep interest in the whole
subject of UFQ’s. [ credit this change of
attitude principally to Dr. Hynek's
book. While | was at Northwestern
U iversity teaching journalism, | kept
a'reast of this noted astronomer’s
ac livity, and | gained respect for him as
a great scientist. So when he says in his

book that it’s his opinion “that data that
now lie scattered about, if properly
processed, could establish the
substantive nature of the UFO
phenomenon beyond reasonable
doubt,” | believe him.

He refers to these data as akin to
low grade ore which must be processed
and refined before it is of value.

Let me gquote him more
exiensively at this juncture in order for
me to make a point.

PITCH BLENDE

Writing of this ore, he adds, “Or
perhaps a more appropriate analogy
might be the case of Marie Curie and
the tons of pitchblende that she had to
process before they vielded a mite of
radium. Those of us who have spent
time on the UFO problem are
cwinced that the probability is very
kii2 that there is ‘radium in the
pi-hblende’ in the quantitites of
reports. Although it will be a Herculean
task te cull and refine existing UFO
data, | feel arich reward awaits a person
or a group that assumes this task with
dedication. For if there is indeed ‘pay
dirt’ in the ore of UFO data, it might well
represent a scientific breakthrough of

major ,magnitude. It might call for
reassignment and rearrangement of
many of our established concepts of the
physical world, a far greater event than
tne rearrangements that were
necessary when relativily and quantum
mechanics demanded entrance into
our formerly cozy pictureof the world.”

Dr. Hynek, as you may know,
concludes his book with these words:

“When the long awaited solution to
the UEO problem comes, | believe that
it will prove to be not merely the next
small step in the march of science but a
mighty and totally unexpected
quantum jump.”

Now here is my point in quoting
[+-. Hynek:

Our news media have and will give
cnas 2 to comments like these coming
from such anauthoritative source. I cite

Dr. J. Alien Hynek

you as an example the article on Br.
Hynek and his views in the Chicago
Tribune Sunday magazine of June 4,
1972.

The article interested me
particularly because it opens with the
following paragraphs and | quote them
for a reason. Before reading them,
however, let me say that if support on a

massive scale is ever {0 be oblained to
do the kind of research that Dr. Hynek,
and  obviously many of you, are
interested in, then material like the
magazine article will do much to
establish credibility and authority for
the project.

HYNEK

Now may [ quote:

“Hanging on the wall of Dr. J. Allen
Hynek's office at Northwestern
University is a framed cartoon. It shows
a flying saucer parked on a college
campus and five small creatures
confronting a passerby. With antennae
sprouting from their helmets and ray
quns at their sides, they are asking,
‘Could you direct us to that chemistry
professor who called us ‘swampgas?”

‘“It was Dr. Hynek—an
astronomer, not a chemistry professor,
who said that strange lights sighted

. near Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1966 were

nothing more than swamp gases
released by unseasonably warm
weather. Despite his debunking of
these sightings, Hynek is not ready to
discount all reports of flying saucers.
He believes there is a possibility we are
being visited by strange craft—and
even ‘little people’—from another
planet. He believes that flying saucers
or UFO’s-—unidentified flying objects—

may be something more substantial
than mere hoaxes or the results of
traumatic experiences.

“Dr. Hynek is an astronomer of
impressive credentials, a scientist of as
much skepticism as intelligence—and
that is considerable. His list of degrees,
alfiliations, and accomplishments is
more than suitable reference for his
credibility—and sensibility.”

it is, of course, our job in news
media to bring before our readers all
relevant happenings on our planet,
provided we can get adequate
information about them. l don't knows of
any newsman who doesn't try to do
this. :

We cannot ignore the UFQO
phenomenon for one reason because
many responsible people have become
involved, and for another reascn
because responsible scientists like Dr.

Hynek and Dr. David R. Saunders arz
lending their prestige to find scientific
answers to the problem.

And while we have a duty to report
much of what is happening on the Uf O
front—and to a limited degree we do—
we also must keep our eyes open to the
interrelationships that may exist
between the UFO mystery and other
scientific fields of inquiry.

One of our journalistic difficuliies,
or perhaps shortcomings might be a
better way to express what | mean, is
our reluctance— with some notable and
laudatory exceptions—to seek out and
report the context of events, or simply
to put isolated reports, as faor instance
UFO sightings, in meaninful context.

Let me illustrate. Since the 1969
Condon Report, whose authors, !
suppose, throught they were baniching



the UFO phenomenon from any further
serious consideration, and the closing
of the Air Force Blue Book, UFO
reports persist in tantalizing the
imagination of scientists and others
interested in the mystery of space and
exfraterrestrial life.

Indeed, the UFO phenomenon
persists like our peculiar style of
downtown architecture—contempor-
ary neglect.

It is worth noting here that the
Condon Report’s stature was most
certainly enhanced when the National
Academy of Sciences fully endorsed it
and its methodology.

Were we to put the UFO picturein
true perspective, therefore, a story is in
order reporting continuous UFO
sightings of various degress of
credibility—all over the globe. In other
words, there’s a story here that some of
us haven't reported, and | haven’t seen
it elsewhere, though | may have missed
it.

‘But there’s another story of
greater significance and import
involving the National Academy of
Sciences. And this story’s dimensions
enhance a subject closely akin to the
subject matter engaging your attention
at this conference.

The story was handled deftly and
imaginatively by John Lear, Science
Editor of Saturday Review, in the June
10, 1972, issue. Lear’s pieceis a fine job
of reporting, and is good journalism, for
he has given scope in depth of another
development of great scientific
potential. You here could with justice
hail the revelation contained in a

document released by the Committee
on,Science and Public Policy of the
National Academy ol Sciences that a
.wocial panel of two dozen astronomers

believes that there 1s such a thing as
extraterrestrial intelligence. The
astronomers, in short, believe life exists
on the planets of many stars other than
the sun, and that the extraterrestrial
creatures involved may be trying to
communicate with other beings in the
universe.

Lear's article was headlined,
incidentally, “The search for man's
relatives among the stars.”

Lear introduced his article by
posing ar imaginative want-ad that
reads as foliows:

“Historic opportunity: Is a
generous person who can afford to
spend $70 million of his own money
willing to spend it in hunting for man’s
long-lost relatives far out among the
stars? WIll this person please contact
Prof. Melvin Calvin, chairman,
Committee on Science and Public
Policy, National Academy of Sciences,
Washington, D.C.”

Because | believe it has intense
interest here, | am picking up lear’s
paraphrase of the NAS document, a
liberty I'm sure the Saturday Review
will forgive, for it should whet your
appetite to buy the magazine and read
the entire article:

“During the last few years so many
of the primitive molecules from which
the building blocks of life on earth are
made have been seen in the distant sky
that the existence of life on the planets
of many stars other than the sun can be
taken for granted. The inhabitants of
some of these planets must be at least
as intelligent as we are, and it is logical
to assume that they use the
electromagnetic spectrum to
communicate with each other over long
distances, as we do. We could
eavesdrop on their messages now if we
tried hard enough. Because our own
fate as i1 species ultimately depends on

our willingness to recognize ourselves
as evolving creatues in an evolving
environment, we cannot afford to wait
much longer before beginning to listen
seriously for clues to the whereabouts
of these remote civilizations, locate

them, and try to engage them in
conversation, pending the still
unforeseeable time when discovery of
new physical laws may allow us to visit
them or permit them to visit us.”

The NAS report said in addition
that “at this instant through this very
document are perhaps passing radio
waves bearing the conversations of
distant creatures, which we could
record if we but pointed an existing
radio telepscope in the right direction
and tuned it to the proper frequency.”

The articles | have quoted from are
excellent examples of good press
coverage of man’s search to unlock the
doors to the unknown and thus enrich
the destiny of all of us here on earth.

Dr. Hynek expressed the wish for
a massive scientific investigation of the
UFO phenomenon. Such an
investigation would take the same kind
of money Lear seeks for NAS’s probe
for extraterrestrial life-—a goal believed
entirely achievable if sufficient
resources are forthcoming.

UFO COVERAGE

Unraveling of the UFOQ mystery,
too, is possible, in my view after an
altogether too brief study of press and
book coverage of UFQ’s. But this wil
take time, effort, and all the enthusiastic
persistence you who are studying

UFQO's can muster. In fact, vou'ii have
to go way beyond the motivation «f a
certain doctor in our town who doesn’
operate unless it's necessary. lf he
doesn’t need the money, he doesn’i
operate.

Meanwhile, back on the farm. I've
been forgetting my purpose here. 'm a
feeble keynoter; in fact, 've wandered a
bit from the so-called topic Wa't
assigned me.

Strictly hewing to our performar.ce
record to date—with some
exceptions—our job is to remain
objectively interested, reporting UFQ
sightings without bias.

In closing, | have several
suggestions concerning the way UFO’s
should be reported—these suggestions
come from many of us in the news
media. '

Rushing to news rooms with
stories of isolated sightings by one or
two individuals will neither serve the
cause of UFO scientific inquiry, nor the
public’s need to know. You: realize only
too well that sometimes you take
months to verify the substance of such
reports, so hasty publication might be
misleading and present the whole  JFC
picture in a bad light.



Certainly, if a UFO is witnessed by
several, say 5 or more, reliable persons,

an immediate story may be in order and
should be reported by someone like
Wall Andrus whao is level-headed aboul
the phenomenon.

Other ways in which you may aid
the news media in keeping the public
mformed of UFO happenings include:

1. Providing interviews with
recognized scientists like Dr.
Hynek and Dr. Saunders.

2. Holding conferences such as this
which pull together the views of
experts in the field.

3. Making appearances before
groups such as luncheon clubs,
always making sure speakers
provide reporters with adequate
summmaries of their remarks.

4. Releasing pictures of sightings if
they tell a significant story.

5. Assisting reporters and editors in
pulling together isolated reports
and facts so that they may be
presented in a total context
possessing  meaning. A good
example here is the significance of
the events in 1954 as pointed out
by Jacques Vallee.

These are some suggestions | leave
with you in the hope that by obtaining
your cooperation we in the news media
can present a clearer pictwre of the
UFO significance. Additionally, let me
say that I'm sure you'll find news media
representatives willing to give our field
objcctive treatment if you'll make
yourselves available for providing

Charles E. Bornum, Keynote Speaker

answers which newsmen may need to
handle information about UFO’s
intelligently.

As your so-called keynoter, 'm
privileged to welcome you to Quincy,
an open-minded city, a truly great cily
that welcomes new ideas and a city
wherein scientific research in many
fickds has reached a high level of
sophistication.  Thus, the scientific
trend in our exploration of UFO’s will
attract to its echo a warm welcome
from all of us here to all of you.

Specialist 1n aliens: fact and fiction

By RICHARD GUILLIATT

AVID Brin, a Caflfornian who
divides his time between
N&SA spacestation research and

w()ting award-winning science (ic-

tian, put on his scientist’s cap yes
terday to address the Melbourne
Udiversily physics department on
exira-terrestial life. His verdicl:
thEes could be out there, and they
could prohably eat us.

But the genial Mr Brin, whose
imngination has produced a phan-
tommagoria of fictional allen be-
lnr. remains unimpressed by
U¥O sightings and the Erich von
Daniken theory that we have si-
r*8dy heen visited.

I consider von Daniken’s evl-
cehce to be garbage,” bhe sald:
“il'= Interesting garbage, fascinat-
t::¢ parbage, but if UFOs and the
von Daniken (hing are real aliens,
they (the aliens) aren’t nice
peuple. they aren't inteltigent
people. They're a bunch of punks.
They're the punks who stole dad's
recket and buzzed the neighbors
for inughs. [f they were real, they

would have feft better artefacts,
better clues as to their existence.”

At 33. David Brin has had a rap-
id rise through the science-liction
ranks, winning both the Nebufa
and Hugo Awards In 1984 for tls
second novel ‘Startide Rising'. Itis
not surprising that fiction writing
has gradually overtaken his factu-
al research at the Californis
Space Institute. -

“lt’s easler and I'm better at it,”
he explained simply. One Imagi-
nes scliepce fiction also peys
better — Wamner Brothers have
already bought gthe rights to his
unpublished fourth novel., ‘The
Postman’. The nevel Is set In post-
apocalypse America, but bhere
again there iz a divergence be-
tween the author's written word
and his beliefs. Despite being a
Democrat, be sees Reagan's ‘Star
Wars’ program as a lot more
harmiess than most forms of miil-
tary research.

“I think we're safer now than
we were 10 years ago,” he said.
“I'm a very optimistic person and
1 think people are concerned
about war, about poliution and
ahout human rights. | hear peopie
who are voracious for the future,

interested in change, and hope-
ful.” Science flction, he says. has
played a part in this.

*A lot of sclence fiction tries to
show where we are going, convey
warninge, or. most importantly of
all, develop new myths that will
help us through the next century,”
Mr Brin sald. "‘ET" and movies
like that have deait with how the
future can bde friendly, how
changes we are undergoing don't
have to frighten us. These myths
are working — people are f{ar less
afrald than we could have expe-*
ed given the changes we are goify
through.” i &

As for the extra-terrestials,

‘Brin‘s university address weas pe

pered with references to conflic
Iing paradigms, momenty
transfer, reprocessing, reconfi
guration and Interstellar dust @
sorption, but few clues as to wha
they might look like or whethe
they would share ET's pacifist
tendencies.

“I think it's highly poasible that
we will find intetligent tife out
there.” he said. “If there are large
numbers of extra-terrestials out?
there, certainly one tpecies wouldt
have done what we did, which ist

(0 settle, grow, and have lot* o
babies. It's Jikely that life eise
where is very, very similar U
curs. It’s likely that it will be abls
to eat us, or we will be able to ea
i

Scientists. he admitted. havi
not produced any major evidencs
of alien life. One astronome
picked up exciting voice signals
only to discover that it was the
Massachusetts police department
*So much for the search for intel
ligent life ...." ;
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JOHN DIKKENBERG

AUTHORITIES were today una-
bie to explain the presence of a
UFO near an aircraft carrying Pre-
mier Wran and State Agriculture
Z Minister Jack Hallam over the NSW
Z north coast this week.

The two politicians were passen-

gers in a Government chartered jet
which passed near the mystery object
over northerm NSW at 8am on
Z Thursday. ;
2 The UFO, which was described as
£ “extremely bright and spherical,” was
Z photographed from the cockpit of the
Prermuers chartered jet by the first
officer. Gary Elsass. of Rose Bay.

The mlots of an Ansett Boeing. be-
lieved to be AN 62 travelling from
Sydney to Brisbane, aiso sighted the
UFO and reported it to the Brisbane
Airport contrai tower.
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(T Ry
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Yesterday, the Sydney Meteorologi-
cal Bureau reported contact with “an
object” hovering aimost stationary
100.000 feet above Coffs Harbor.

+it appears to be too high and too
unmoving to be a normal weather bal-
loon.” a spokesman said. 3
“We are trying to work out what it
is.'s
There were conflicting reports be-
tween the Weather Bureau and air-
line operations whether the object
was slowly edging East or West.

Mr Wran yesterday said the object
was “quite eerie. quite spooky" and
had a large oblong shape.

He said what he had seen was '‘very
bright and shiny”. and could not iden-
tify it. )

*1 have never come across anything

¢

radar report

like it before and neither has Mr Hal-
lam, or the two pilots, who are very
experienced.” Mr Wran said.

“We thought at {irst it was an opti-
cal llusion.”

Mr Elsass said the Citation aircraft
was traveiling at 35.000 feet 100 Xi-
lometres south of Coolangatta about
9am when the object was sighted.

“Our atrcraft was travelling at
about 380 knots and the object ap-
peared 1o be almost stationary by
comparison,” he said.

“It was very high. too high to be
properly identifiable. but I don’t think
it was a balloon, radar deflector, satel-
lite or rocket case. .

“1 contacted Bnsbane operations
that evening and was told there were

no weather balloons in the area at the
time.
The daily NOTAM 0 air pilots also

made no mention of weather dal-
loons.”

The photographs taken by Mr El- 7

sass show the UFO as a pin-prick of
light on the horizon.

A 77 Squadron Mirage fighter was
vectored from
12.30pm to identify a radar contact 230
kilometres north of the base which
was suspected of being the UFO.

The Mirage pilot. Flight Lieutenant
Ray France. was unable to positively
identify the object bdecause of its
great altitude. some 10 kilomnetres
higher than the Mirage.

o Continued P2

‘shiny object’

WwWilllamtown  at |

1 Piiot Greg Eisass
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— Space aliens may have —

Wran in UFO sighting

Mr Wran's Press Secre-
tary. Mr Dawvid Hurley.
said the object was visible
from the Citation for
about three minutes.

*The strange thing was
that its ianderside
remained aglow even
when .t was opposite to
the sun. You ‘wvouid have
expected it to go into
shadow,” he said.

A meteorological spokes-
man said the oniy
weather balloon which

® From P 1.

couid behave like that re-
ported by he Wran party
was the HIBAL (high bal-
ioon) which used o be
'aunched out of Alice
Spr:ngs.

“They stopped launch-
:ng them some vears ago.”
he said. "It's either one
that has remained aioft
ailthese vears. or one that
was launched from an-

other country.

“The modern weather
balloon couldn't hover in
the stationary manner
this one is doing. I don't
xnow of any other Aust-
ralian agency that has a
bailoon which couid.”

According 0 the RAAF
report of the :nc:dent:
*The most likely explana-
tion is that it :s some sort
of research bailoon, oper-
ated by sources unxnown
at this stage.”

SUNDAY TELEGRARH N
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Strange things have been happen-
ing in the Fingal Valley, it seems.

Mr Don Ives, a music teacher and
former bank manager, of Scamander, _
said yesterday that he saw an uniden-
tified flying object: while driving
through the Fingal Valley at 1.45 am
on Wednesday.

Mr lves said he saw some type of
craft, about the size of a small plane,
with pert-hole type lights of ail col-
ours.

“It was about half a kilometre
away, down in a gully, and appeared
to be landing,” Mr [ves said.

“Jt was drizzling at the time so |
stopped the car to ensure that it
wasn't a reflection from my lights —
the craft was making no sound at all.

18 May 1985 EXAMINER , TAS

landed near Fingal

"The object then disappeared be-
low a hill but the illumination of its
lights could still be seen,” he said.

. .Mr lves said he was convinced it

was not a plane or a helicopter.

Does he believe that what he saw
was a craft from outer space?

“Unless the Civil Aviation proves
otherwise — yes,"" Mr lves said.

“So many of these sightings are in
secluded places and near water. Per-
haps they have to land to take in
water,”” Mr lves said.

A spokesman for the Civil Aviation
Department said they had not
received any reports that would coin-
cide with Mr Ives' sighting.



and speculation.

underground and last

over the world,

ous down at the local.

and then the following
evening by a 8ydney doc-
tor and his wife return-
ing home from Mudgee.

Dr .John Warneford, of
Wahroonga, sald that for
18 minutes they watched
two bright lights, about
double the size of a small
aircraft, with one small,
dult red light behind.

“They were two bright
white tlights, like quartz
halogens, flashing at
aboit one-second inter-
vals,” he sald. i

“There was no soynd
and ‘they didn’'t move at
all <= they were sitting
abott 600 above the
Rround

It was dark, just after
sunset. outside the tiny
township o  Caperlce
along a 25km streteh be-
tween Running Stream
and .Jews Creck on the
Mudgee road.

Dr Warneford said he
Ll explored every ra-
tionad possibifity of what
could have cansed these
lights but remained tbtj-
founded.

Ratlher than strange sensatians in the
«ky nbove, it's what's happening under- §
neath that is the subject of pub debate

Since February this yeat four substan-
tial carth tremors have shaken the area —
{ nothing alarming. but intéresting enough
{ tor Lhe Bureau of Mineral Resources in
. Canberra to install & setsmograph in the
. towg to menitor any other activity.

The joke avound the fown now is that
the unidentified flying gbjects have gone
ontivs si B
wete of them trying to get out of the
place, rather than be part of a plot to take

And the only flying sancers they have
secn are when things get a little bolster-

Not so amused are the people who made-
the actuat sightings — on Sunday. July 21,
by 17 people on ‘a bus travelling back to
Katoombha after & day trip to Dunedoo,

Lights leave
Lithgow
unshaken

T people of Lithgow were amus-
ed. Snuggled in a valley of the Blue
Mountains western foothills, they were .
certainly nol distraught al two reports
within two days the other week that
U FOs had been seen In the area.

H

Story: JENNIFER DILLON
Picture: PETER MUHLBOCK

“I've  beest travelling
that road now for more
than 14 years, al least 0
times a year, and 1've
never seen anything hke
it,” he said. |

“Up till now I've heen a
complete non-belicver in
that sort of thing. *

“I've got a scientilically
trained mind and plways
think logically to explain
anything unusual,

“But this is the most
eerie thing l've eyer ex-
perienced.”

Mrs Elizabelth ' Tcesz
and her  15-yvear-old

daughter Gina were with .

members of the Ka-
toomba Lapidary Club
the following cvening.

travelling along the same .

streteh of road mps the
Warnctords, !

Nrs Teesz sap (wo
bright, pale yellow Hehts,
sheped like muu?f Joot -
balls, almost sitting on

top: of cach other. This
time, though. the lights
lasted only three o five
seconds, )
“Thev seeied Lo have a
star eftect. sparkling and
twinkling. and then just
disappeared.” she sald.
“Evervbody on the bus
saw i, but nobody was
frightened. evervone was
excited. It was so big and
bright 1t was tantastic.”

Sceptical

.+ Only the bus driver, My

Bill Laskey, remains
seeptical. His initial reac-
tion was that they were
the lights of a landing
plane, uutit he realised
there was nowhete it the
area that a plane could
land.

Nothing wil convince
ham it was & VO hat
Mrs ‘Teesz would not be
surprised {f 1t 'was an
ahien space craft,

She sald: “Sooner or

“Whittield,

e SO g8

(3 Mrs Teesz and Gina with a sketch of what they saw and (above) anot

later Lhere sl be vinits
from another planet I'm
Jooking torward to 1t 1

would like to  shake
bhands with them, I'm
sthe they it be
triendly ]
Senjor Constable Peter

who was not
amnused at being sent oul
in the dead ot night to in-
vestigate the clalms, is
Keeping an open mind

I man eon go to the
ooy there is no reason
why things or whatever
from out  there ecatr't
came here “ he said.

CHat yorr've got to bear
fo annwd that parls ol
Nudgee e Line wine.
producing areas and with
sotne misty cloud and a
bit of moon. as there was
on those night. things
can poet a it distorted ™

Otheddon s alao el
amieed So el s that
the Genenunent witl no
longer  tollow  ap o any
more stehtges

The  Departivent  of
Detence, accovdmg to an
Alr Farce spokesinan, 18

her sketch by Mis Teews

tired of being nsed as s
gencral  cleanng hous
by detaatt” dorall s
terious sighits and sonnd:
emanating tram  thu
night sky.

“We are no longer s
terested uniless they pose
a threat to national Lecu

rity,”  the  spoKesman
said.
cOnly  # sommeone o

somettung appears wilh
a weapon and potit s it
speone e we o
cerned. We now simaply
assime that sueh a thing
is peacetul

Chast vear there was an
exatple ofostange e
ks HKe higeh cpeed bilip

conung aver the pada
sereens ol Maseot ab
port. .We bhuad people

standing by all weeked

ST tirned eat to be o
funbtin the vachn,

‘The depintoent
meretvanikes a record of
any siphtine 10 6o teld
about and then reter
these who saw the et
o the UFQ sogeties, i
bas on rfeird

How

o o et



AIR FORCE JETS SENT AFT3IR UFO.

The identity of the "bright flying object! seen over parts of
Matabeleland and Bulawayo and which out-performed two Hawk fighter jets in a
chase has still not been established.

"This was no ordinary UFO (unidentified flying object)," the Commander
of the Air Force of Zimbabwe, Air Marshall Azim Daudpeta, told The Herald
yesterday. "Scores of peopie saw it. Even the two pilots of the fighter air-
craft had visual contact with it over Bulawayo."

The object, said to te orange, was tracked by visual sightings on
Monday afternoon last week frow Beltbridge, Gwanda, Mwenezi and West Nicholson
and then Plumtree. It was then seen clearly from the control tower at Bula-
wayo Airport and the meteorology radar at the airport locked on to it.

Two fighters were scrambled at 5.L5 pm and they were direeted to the
object hovering above the city at around 7,000 feet. It accelerated upwards at
a "remendous speed," according to Air Commodore Dave Thorne of the Air Force of
Zimbabwe headquarters.

The Hawks levelled out at 31.000feet and the UFO stopped at 17),00F feet.
When the two fighters returned to Thornhill Air Force Base, the object
was seen above the base Ly the two pilots and several officers and men.

Air Commodore Thorne said some 95 percent of UFO's are easily
explained. "The one that was sighted over Bulawayo and out-climbed our fighters
is obviously one of the 5 per cent that are not explainable".

Neither the Commander nor Air Commodore Thorne were prepared to believe
that the flying object might have been a remotely controlled air-ship because of
its quiet operation and its powerful vertical acceleration.

: After the eraft hovercd cver Thornhill for'a few moments it flew!east-
wards horizontally again at a high speed. Trained observers at Bulawayo

airport said the object secemed to be rounded with a short cone stretching above

168 The diameter was shorter than the wing span of a Boeing 707 and it was silent.

It shone veiy brightly in the afternoon sun and was difficult to see
distinctly. The two observers, who have both been trained to observe objects in
the air accurately, said they had seecn nothing like it before.

In the past Met. Office balloons have becen seen and only identified
later but this is not one of thosc cases; the Air Force says it could not have
been a Met.balloon and this is confirmed by other sources.

In its spectacular rise over Bulawayo Air Port from 7,000 to 70,00C
feet in less than a minute the object must have been travelling at more than
2,300 kmh.durineg the middle part of the ascent, around twice the speed of sound
at those altitudes.

Credit: C. Hind.
. 2 Herald, Harare, Zimbabwe - Aug. 2.
1985.

NEW PHOTOGRAPHS UNDER ANALYSIS.

We have recently received a series of photographs which appear similar
to the Zimbabwe reports and the object sighted by Mr.Wran and photographed by
the pilot of his aircraft.

Further investigations are being carried out on, both the photographs
we received and the many reports of this type in Australia and Zimbabwe.

Our findings will he published in our next edition of the Australian
UFO Bulletin.



FEAR OF RIDICULE STIFLES MANY UFO TALERS.

Leomminster - Janet Labor, of Howard St. Lost a babysitting job after
publicizing in the newspaper that she lives in the former home of Betty Aho
Andreasson, a woman who claims she was visited on Howard Street, by extraterrestrial
beings.

Labor'!s loss would not be a surprise to several area residents attending
Tuesday's UFO presentation by Raymond E.Rowler, national UFO expert.

At least five people in the audience claimed to have made UFO sitings. Only
one, Mames DuBois, 36, of dAthol would give his name. The Others refused for fear
of being ridiculed by friends, neighbours and co-wonrkers.

Jules Vaillancourt, section director of the Worcester County Mutual UFO
Network, says this fear of ridicule is a normal reaction among UFO observers.
Statistics estimate that only 20 percent of actual UFO sitings ever get reported.

, Many people attended the presentation because they were curious and would
like to believe other beings do exist in the universe.

Ina Larsem, of Lunenburg, feels "there must be some portion of truth (in the
reported encounters) or else everyone has an over-active imagination".

Larsen's daughter, Loni, said, "3o0 many people have seen something, tnere's
a .good possibility (other beings do exist)".

Some of Andreasson's old neighbours came to find out "what happened in their
own backyard."

Elizabeth Faley, owned the house at 77 Howard St. in 194L when Andreasson
had her first alleged encounter.

Faley said she never heard anything about the incident until she heard
about Fowler's book just over a month ago.

Molly Kelser, who grew up in the same house years later, said she was
skeptical about UFOs and its related drama, but now finds the story"hard not to
believe." "I never thought I'd say that," Kelser laughed, amused at the possibility
of the existence of extraterrestrial beings.

Jerry Gallant was disappointed Andreasson was not in attendance and she was
reported as being on vacation in Bermuda.
He said "Because she's not here it leaves a really strong doubt as to the validity
of the whold situation." He added, however, that he does believe "there's a
possibility of extraterrestrial beings existing because, when you look 2t the size’
and scope of the galaxy, (earth) can't be the only place where there's some type
of being around."
Crcdit - Sentinel & Enterprise;
Fitchburg, MA. Aug.28, 1985.

and Lucius Farish,UFO Newsclipping Service.
Route 1 - Box 220. Plummerville.
Arkansas, 72127 UisSis A

id:~ VUFORS reviewed Betty Andreasson's book !'The Andreasson Affair' in a previous
Bulletin.

-------

CHINA SEES 600 UFOs SINCE !'80.

Japan Times, Tokyo - Japan, Aug. 30.
1985.
BELJING (AP) - More than 600 unidentified flying objects have been spotted in
China in the past five years, according to a report from the country's first UFO
Seminar.
~ The meeting of LO scientists in the northeast part of Dalian ended Tuesday,
the official Xinhua news agency reported Wednssday. One scholar said the first
UFO picture in the world was taken in Chinafs northeast city of Tianjin LO years ago
China set up its first UFO research society in 1981 and it now has 20000 members,
the report said.
The most recent sight was spectacular. _
The overseas edition of the People's Daily (Renmin Riban) quoted the pilot of a
CAAC state airline Boeing 747 jetliner as having encountered a UFO whose brilliance
extended for LO to 50 km.
The pilot said he spotted the object in June as he flew over western China's
Gansu province on a flight to Paris.
- "The object travelled extremely fast, pacing the air-craft in a southerly
direction for about two minutes." the paper reported.
’ In a later press report, pilot Wang Shuting was quoted as saying the yellow
UFO appeared only as large as a walnut when viewed from the cockpit. He said it
glowied much brighter than other stars in the sky.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS Q)

by Steve PdrtridQQ - MEMBERSHIP SECRBTARY

INTRODUCTIONS!

Firstly, I'll introduce myself. My name is Steve Partridge & I am the
new Membership Secretary. I s8succeed Stafford Hall, who held the
position for several years, during which time he was a great asset to
the Society. Unfortunately he was unable to continue due to his
occupational work :1load. Thank's for your help Stafford!

Also. we welcome Warren Janson & Rick Rendell as new Officers of the
Committee. Both ‘'have shown great interest & willingness to help. Their
assistance will be invaluable.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS, CARDS, BETC.

Due to ever increasing costs we have found it necessary to discontinue
the ' issueing  of Membership cards. Also, in line with common business
practice, a recelpt will not be issued where payment is made, by cheque
or postal order.

In 1lieu of these actions we have introduced what we believe is a more
informative & regular method of notifying you of your membership
status.

You may have notlced that we have introduced a computerlsed addressing
method: for the Bulletin.In the top left corner of the address label
"affixed to the front cover of all your recent & future Bulletlns, is a
coding.

e.g. 12/1985 VO3

This indicates the 1last Bulletin for which you are financial. (i. e.
entitled to receive) In this example - the December 1985 edition. The
coding after the date is~” simply a postal area grouping & may be-:
ignored. : ;

Therefore in order to check your membership status you need'bnly
locate your most recent edition & check the address label.

Additionally;.we will continué to mark the 'boxes' on the inside front
cover of your second last & last Bulletins. Your second last will be
ticked in the 'FIRST' notice box, & your last in the 'FINAL' box.

He  would greatly appreciate. your efforts in keeping a check on the
renewal boxes & your address labels, in order to renew promptly when
due.

MARRKETING

VUFOﬁS"have several high quality, Australian made items that you may
wish to purchase.

Royal Blue with long sleeves & a VUFORS emblem on
the left chest.

Hindcheafers

T-Shirts. = White w1th the VUFORS emblem printed on the left
. chest. :

Cloth Badges - Circular, depicting in colour, the VUFORS emblem.

Stickers - A8 per the Cloth Badges in appearance.

All items are attractively priced & their purchase benefits your
Society. For more details, & to simplify ordering, a comprehensive
Order Form has been included in this edition. If it has been removed
simply write to the Socxety & one will be forwarded

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

Please notify the society of any change'ih_yOUr-postal addressﬁ“This
will ensure you receive your Bulletins without interruption.



