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) I Soeiety History ) S: 
1951 s 1957 

At this point perhaps it may be opportune to present a brief history of 
the Victorian U.F.O. Research Society. 

The earliest U.F.O. group to form in Australia was the "Australian Flying 
Saucer Bureau" under the. direction of Edgar Jarrold and Andrew Tomas, 
in the early 1950s. At the same time, Fred Stone inaugurated the "Australian 
Flying Saucer Research Society" in Adelaide. After approximately two 
years the Bureau closed down and was regarded as a branch of the 
" Australian Flyiilg Saucer Research Society" under Andrew Tomas. This 
shortly broke from Adelaide and became the "Australian U.F.O. Investigation 
Centre" with Dr. Clifford at its head until 1958, when the Presidency 
passed to Dr. Lindtner. 

The "Australian Flying Saucer Research Society (Victorian Branch)" was 
formed on the 17th February, 1957 as a branch of the " Australian Flying 
Saucer Research Society" and later that year was re-organised as the 
"Victorian Flying Saucer Research Society" with Mr. Peter E. Norris LL.B. 
as President. In 1968 the name was again altered - this time to the 
"Victorian U.F.O. Research Society". 

During this time, the Society has published various papers and is probably 
best known for its publication Australian Flying Saucer Review, curtailed in 
1972 due to high costs and subsequently superseded by the Australian 
U.F.O. Bulletin and at one stage sponsored and produced a quarter-hour 
program on a Melbourne radio station under the heading of "The Truth 
Behind Flying Saucers". 

The Society had held a dispassionate attitude on U.F.O.s, claiming it is a 
scientific problem deserving closer attention. It has also met regularly in 
General Meetings and maintains the largest U.F.O. library in the Southern 
Hemisphere, making books available by post, to members throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

Membership of this Society - which maintains the largest membership of 
any U.F.O. organisation in the Southern Hemisphere - is open to all who 
are genuinely interested in the subject. 
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EDITORIAL 
The pas s in g  of D r.J .Allen HYNEK came as 

s ad news to ufologi s t s  throughout the world . 

perhap s his greate s t  eff ort was the d ifficult 

tas k  of pre s en tin g the UFO s tory to the 

s cientific commun ity. 

The mo s t  outs tan d in g  contribution of 

VUFORS to D r.Hynek's re s earch wa s to f in an ce 

his vi s it f rom Aus tralia to New Guinea for first 

han d on s ite in spection of the area aroun d 

Gooden ough Bay and in terview s with witn e s ses 

envolved with the famou s Rev.William GILL, 

encounter of 1959. Vera EXLEY, who re s id ed in 

Port More s by, at the time of hi s vi s it provid ed 

his accomodation and arran ged a reception and 

meetin g with intere s ted people in the vicinity. 

J ud ith MAGEE, s erved as program director 

and arran ged a combin ed recepti�n an d meetin g 

with ind ividuals who had experien ced clo se 

encounters .  This meetin g took place in the 

penthous e  s uite of lawyer Peter NORRIS at 

100 Collin s Street, Melbourn e. It wa s at this 
meetin g where Allen Hyneck met Rev.Gill, for 

the fir s t  time. 

An other key ca s e  in which D r.Hynek wa s 

in tere s ted con ceren ed the un usual en counter 

with an object that d iverted the headlights of 

a motor car (The ben t head light incid en t) d riven 

by Ron SULLIVAN, who came from Maryborough to 

be in terviewed . 
A few d ays prior to D r  Hyn ek's visit. 

Peter Norris ,  who wa s VUFORS Pre sid en t  at the 

time, located the Naval Officer who wa s the 

pilot of a Sea Fury back in 1954 en volved with 

the outs tand in g  radar/vi·sual en counter with a 

UFO while f lyin g to the Naval Ba s e  at Nawra. 

Arrangemen ts were mad e with the Naval Officer 

to meet with D r  Hynek in Can berra.NOTE: A number 

of s tatemen ts have been publi s hed concernin g 

this meeting in at least on e book an d in other 

publication s which are in correct! 

The home of Roy and Pearl RUSSELL, wa s 

the meetin g place of D r  Hynek and Tom D RURY in 

Bri s bane. This famous film ca s e  had been kn own 

throughout the UFO re s earch community durin g 

the pa st three d ecad es but it was the first time 

the two had met on a per son al bas i s .  

CONT PAGE 2 .... 
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ON THE UFO TRAILJ 

�'he nnme of Hn eur;ine driver wus referred to VUFUH:i for· tllo 
purpose of an interview concerning a rep or ted train � topllH/':e 
which coincided with tne appearance of an unexplai11ed lit!,ht 
while crossine the Nul labor .Plain, near Oold ea in South 
Australia. The reason for tue request was l>ecause of Hn uri­
satisfa c tory assesment of the incident which occurred on the 
nigh t of 16th J Hnuary , 1985. 

lt had been previou�ly. r eported thut the driver had mint�tken 
the light aSJ a ref l ection .from the trHin eugine's headlight. 
on a sand dune. 

On 18th September, this year, I met with the driver of thin 
Australian National Hailway goods train wl1o gave the following 
details: He was an ex-policeman who had served 
with the S outh Australian l)olice .l_.'orce. for seven year� l>efore 
his employ men t} with the railways . 'l'he event did not begin as 
a U.I_.,O repor t .• 'l'he dr iver and his as3is tan t hHd first spot ted 
a light which appeared to be fall i.ng t oward the ground. '!'hey 
at firBt thought the light was on an aircraft. When the light 
disappeared they feared it had crashed. 

About fifteen minutes lu ter they were surprised to see the light 
O.ppear ngain, this time near the engine. At the �arne time the 
engine began to loose power. During this sec ond appeara11Ce the 
headligh.t had been turn�d_off no the drivers could try to 
identify the o b j ec t just ahead of the engine. 'l'he driver �Hid 
thnt when the engine begin to loose power the 111en were"scnred 
a tiff" . A polic e man with seven years expreience on the force 
does not scare easily. 

'l'he false report was made when a newsman teleptloued H s tn tion 
where a c lerk answer e d t11e phone H.nd told the newsmH.n thn t hin 
opinion the light was a reflection from the heHdli�ht. The news­
man appA.rently was the type who wrir(s about everything nnd an 
expert on noth ing reported the clerk's opinion as fac t. 

'l'he drivers after leaving half of their Wttl_;ons on a siding 
proceededon westward to Cook where there was a chuuge of crew. 
contrary to a report that the difficulty of the en e; ine was not 
relH ted to the Ur,O report , when the engine returned to l'or t 
Augus ta, no thing cG>uld be found tha t caused the malfunction. 

'l'he debunking of this inc ident. wascharac teris tic of the de­
bunk ing of other cases such as the Valentich eucouuter and the 
filming of the ob j e cts off the coast of New Zealand, lwo and one­
half after the Vnlentih disappearance, "as only reflectiou of 
light� in the distanc e " . 

On 19th Sept8mber I c ontinued my trip ou to Katherine, r�or thern 
1'erri tory, where a one hour blo.cJ�ou t had occurred during the 
presence of unident i fied lights in the sky but uttriouled to 
flying foxes. 

Another coinc idenc e along the UFO trail. 

EDITORIAL CONT . . .  
Arrangement� for Dr. Hy nek ' � meeting with Rev. Lionel Browning, 
who with hie wife made a a pec tac ul ar eighting near Cressy, TaBmania, 
was made by TUFOIC in Tasmania. 

Melbourne'� pres�gious DallaB Brooks Hall was booked by VUFORS 
for Allen Hynek's lecture just before hia d eparture for hie 
return trtp to the United Stutes. �ember� who attended the l ecture 
will recall hiB tribute to VUFORS where he 5a�d it was one of the 
best UFO research organisations in the.world. 

!Jaul Norman 
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GROUND SAUCER WATCH:BILL SPAULDING 

COPYRIGHT: 
GSW, INC 1986 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SUMMARY OF PROJECT HESSDALEN - NORWAY 

A collage of color 
computer analysis 
pictures represent 
during a flurry of 
in Norway, using 
r@search effort to 

and B&W photographs were forwarded to GSW for 
by Paul Norman. The anomalistic phenomena 
a series of inarticulate light sources taken 

reports of UO (unidentified objects) by a team 
scientific methods and applying a serious 

identify the source (origin) of the images. 

All major modes of computer processing were used during the 
evaluation. At no time did GSW attempt to use any of the sighting 
descriptive data and apply it to the photograph. Each photog�aph 
was treated as a separate entity and appropriately evaluated. For 
ease of reporting our data, each photo was numbered 1 through 8. 

The following information was obtained: 

Photo 1 - Two white lights with a red light 
o The lights are very bright and measure nearly the same density. 
o The lights �ppear to be elongated in shape, as opposed to being 

elongated due to uobject" movement within the field of camera 
view. 

o The size of the light images, as measured with video micro­
meters, are nearly equal in length. 

o There is no evidence of any 'structure' behind or adjacent to 
the light sources. 

o Distance calculations, based on distortion measurement 
techniques, appear to show that the lights were photographed at 
a far distan�e from the camera. 

Pho tos 2, 3 & 4 - Single, bright light source 
o The subject single light source photos are nearly the same size 

and density and were evaluated as a system, although 
photographed on separate occasio�s (based on the data provided 
to GSW). 

o The subject lights (photos 2&3) reveal a light band (aura) 
effect permeating around the circumference of the light image. 

o The photographic data within the center of the light image, 
reveals a non-symmetrically shaped source. 

o Photo 4 reveals 'object' movement, accounting for the elongated 
.shape. 

Pho tos 5, 6 & 7 - Single, bright light source 
o The symmetry between photos 5&6 is equal. 
o The density, as compared to all three pictures, is nearly 

constant. 
o The �ura effect on these photographs is similar to the banding 

(of light) noted in Photos 2 through 4. 
o Thi� series of pictures indicates that this unknown light £ource 

is close to the ground. The brilliance from the light is 
illuminating structur@s on the ground. 

o There is no evidence of 
photos. 

a hoax technique applied to these 
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Photo 8 - Light streak acro�s photo fi.ld of view 
o A 75mm lens has a field of view of approximately 32 degrees. 

o Assuming that. the photo used for analysis was not cropped, the 
UI has transversed approximately 82 percent or 26 degrees of 
sky, with an exposure time of 10 seconds - this object (light) 

was not traveling very fast and is well within the parameters of 
an aircraft. However, the oscillation pattern is too tight and 
symmetrical for a common wing light. Note: All calculations 

could be off considerably, if there was wobble in the camera 
mount. 

o The de nsity of the 'streak' dims & brig htens as the UI crosses 
the camera's field of view. 

o Distortion calculations indicate that 
appreciable distance from the camera. 

C� nclus ions 

the UI is at an 

Although most nocturnal light photos can be simply replicated by 
photographing landing and wing lights of aircraft, Xenon lights on 
he licopters or a simple pen lite (with and without mirrors), 
Photos 5,6 and 7 do not lend themselves to this possibility. 

In addition, NATO and the Soviet Union have been testing RPVs 
(remotely piloted vehicles) and slow moving drones in the 

Scandinavian countries for years, Photo 5 through 7 do not fully 
meet this criteria . 

Although there was no photographic evidence uncovered (such as a 
structured surface) which would aid in the identification, 
conventional sources can not b� overlooked as the stimulus for 
many of these cases. However, in the case of Photo 5, if 
sufficient observational data such as; no sound heard during the 
sighting, exists then we would consider this incident an unknown 
to all conventional sources/origins. 

F red A drian 
GSW Photographic Consultant 

William H. Spaulding 

Director 

PROJECT HESSDALEN - RADAR PHOTOS 

The two photographs �howing a 'radar target' from the Hessdalen 
Project sightings were forwarded to GSW for evaluation. The two 

color pictures of the targets on the radar screen contain 
anomalous reflections due to poor photographic techniqu�s. 

The photograph enhancement and the following interpretation of 

the radar targets is extremely difficult. Initially, we are 

work ing, for all technical purposes, with a picture from a 

glass- based surface. Secondly, we are dealing with a sound 

reflection from an "object" that is re f lect i ng radar waves onto a 

CRT. 

Not all of our 'UFO software' worked on these pictures and 
therefore, used a collage of modified programs to interpret (or 

should I say attempted to interpret) these pictures. The 
following was ascertained. 

1. The signal from the target appears to be solid, therefore, a 
return from a good radar-reflecting source. 

2. The shape of the 'return' is non-symmetrical and is more 
dense in the center (reference the color computer ·photos). 

3 .  The return 
wa ter- laden 
targets. 

appears to be more indicative of one from a 
cloud, which would explain the shape of the 
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4. The ed9e� (periph�ry) of the return are tenuous . This could 

be attributabl e, however, to the photogr a phic technique 

employed by the pho tographer, rather than attributable to the 
radar target • 

Conclu sion : 

If the weather report can be substantiated that the target is not 
connec ted to the env ironmental conditions du r ing the time the 
photograph was taken and if all te s ts were conducted by the 
equipment operator to verify that the image i� not a radar 

'ghost', then the returns could be connected to the sigh t i ng s of 
�trange aer ial phenomena. 

This is the best we can do with thi� type of photograph. An 
expert radar operator, from the FAA or sim ilar organ i zation, 
g iven suff ic ient data on th is incident, should be able to prov i de 
add i tional i ns igh t to these events. 

Fred Adrian William Spaulding 

D irector GSW Photograph ic Consultant 

TIME 

WHERE 

COST 

DISCUSSION NIGHT ' 
For your Diary 

M A R c H 2nd 1987 MEETING 

J u N E 1 s t 1987 MEETING 

s E p T 7th 1987 MEETING 

D E c 7th 1987 ANNUAL GENERAL 

8:00pm 
'The Royal Society of Victoria' 

Victoria St., -Melbourne (SEE MAP) 

$1.00 donation per person. (for 

supper) 

MEETING 

********************************************************************* 

VUFORS COMMITTEE 

71!J/sh/ny You ?eace, Jlapp/ness 
and!he 7rue cSp/r/1 o/Ghr.tslmas 

1986 
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VALLEE VISITS LONDON MIKE WOU TT EN 

On June 30th, British urology wee given the opportunity to be 
lectured by one of the most leerned gentleman of internetlonel 
ufology,Dr. Jecquee Vellee. CHALLENGE TO SCIENCE (1966) and 
PASSPORT TO MAGONIA (1969) ere emong hie cleeeic �ritinge. 

Prior to the addreee Jenny Rendlee end I were given the 
unique opportunity of meeting Vellee rprlvetely at hie hot�l 
to,· hopefully, diecuee, theories and current reaeerch in the 
USA and UK. 

Since hie last book, MESSENGERS OF DECEPTION in 1979 Vellee 
haa been eomewhat removed from direct lnvolve•ent with main­
stream, atete-of-the-art investigation and reeeerch Into UFOe. So 
�e asked him �hether he hed been dielllueloned with euch a per­

plexing subject. •Not et ell. If you ere going to write a book 
or erticle, lt hae to be new, with a new epproech. I heve been 
i nveaigeting ceeee privetely, caaee that heve not previouely been 
mede public.• So it looked ae if we were in for a real trent ln 
the evening! 

The lecture wee organised by the International Centre for 
u ro Research (CUFUR) NOT to be confueed with CUFOS, there le no 
connection wheteoever:--- The title of the lecture was chenged ot 
the l laat minute to CLOSE ENCOurHERS OF THE FOUfHit DIMENTIONAL 

KIND. An insight to the contente of the lecture? No, unfort­
unately not. Moat of Britieh ufology'a seasoned researchers were 
there (llt•rally a •who's Who?") with very few members of the 
general pbblic in ettendance. We were treated to a very well 
presented introduction to urology. OiacuAalons on Aetty and 
Barney Hill, Lonnie lemoro, Volenaole etc. Reappraleale of 
cleaeic ceeee but no n•w epproech or solutions. A selection of 
photographe were ahown but again nothing new. 

The conclualon, •uroa are a multi-faceted phenomenon, but 
some caaea may repreaent a phenomena from another dimension. 01�, 
that'a fair enough, UFOa are e multifaceted phenomenon and maybe 
eome caaas do represent a phenomena not from our own apace/ 

PRESS: 

Lights puzzle residents 
UNIDENTIFIED lights in the sky over Brisbane 
puzzled western suburbs residents last night soon af­
ter 7 o'clock. 

The Weather Bureau and police had_ no ex plana­
tion. But an obs.ervatory operator sa1d res1dents 
probably were seeing search lights. 

Oxlcv resident Mr Jim Fox said he saw three 
lights inside a "large, fairly dense cloud", running 
around as if they were playing tag. 

"I was out in my garden watering my plants when 
I saw the lights and after about 10 minutes I realised 
I wasn't.seeing things," he said. 

Mrs Margaret Hamilton, or Kenmore. said the 
lights had run across the sky in a pattern. "I was just 
closing my blinds when I saw these strange lights in 
the eastern sky," she said. 

A Weather Bureau spokesman said he received a 
spate of calls about the lights about 7.30 p.m. . 

"We have no explanation but we are pretty confi­
dent it was not a meteorological phenomenon.'' he 
said. 2 1 N 0 V 8 6 

COURI ER MAI L,QLD 

Have THEY landed in 
A 25-year-old Noble 

Park man has reported a 
aighting of UFOs over 
Dandenong. 

Mr 11m Lowen told The 
Journal that Bl 9pm on 
Wednesda�· 6 August he was 
walkmg along McFees Rd. 
Nonh Dandenon� when he 
saw a long row of hghls tn 
the southern sky. 

Dandenong? 
He said the amber-colored 

. lights appeared 10 be travel· 
ling along tn a line. 

Mr Lowen said he waved 
down a m01oris1 to show the 
lights to h1m to prove he 
wasn't "seeing things". 

Mr Low e n. w h o  larer 
caughl a taxi and said he got 

18 AUG 1986 

the tax1 driver to look at tile 
lighls. S<ud: "Tve got plenry 
of witnesses" 

He said the lights were 
there lor a long time and he 
phoned television channels, 
and the police. 

Mr Lowen said: "When the 
police rame. a policeman 
said he !hough! the light was 
part of the Southern Cross 
bur I poinled out to hml it 
couldn't be because the 
Southern Cross was else· 
where" 

D AND ENONG J OURNAL, VI C 

Thl' Journal phoned the 
RAAF to see If there had 
been any plane activlly in 
the area that night and WitS 
referred to president of the 
V1c1onan UFO Society. Mrs 
Judith McGee. who sa1d 
there was a report from a 
woman in the Geelong area 
on Monday about a s1gh11ng 
over Geelong. 

PERTH'S UFO FOUND 
A LOW-Oying monoplane with computeri�ed 
advertising signs is responsible fur over �lO 
reported UFO sightings over Perth in rece:1t 
weeks. 

Mr Mike Borley, of the Perth VFO Soc:Pty. said 
that over the past three weekends the society 
had received 92 rep<)rt..<; or possible UFO sight­
ings. 

He said that investigations had revealed that 
the plane which carried the flashing compute­
rised sign was in the air at the same time as 
people m3de the reports. 

7th 
WES T 

NOV 1986 
AUS TRALIA WA 



7 

COPYRIGH T  1986 

o.,1N1 PlRCATo-IS NTERNATO-IAL LTD 1965 �WAY. �W YO(!<. NV 10023 
� 212-496-6100 

THE SEARCHrnS Reprinted with the permi s s ion 
of OMNI PUBLICATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL LTD 

By Sieve Nadis (cr edi t: OMNI magazine, March 1986 issue - vol.8 no.6) 

ru obody has a clue as to whars in 
the galaxy." Paul Horowitz says 
•n his office at Harvard University's 

Lyman Laboratory. There may be no intelh· 
gent hfe, but he still wants to take a good 
look. "''d be crazy not to try" So Horowitz­
a forty-three-year-old physics professor­
built a compact computer and hooked it 
up to an old rad1o telescope that had 
been mothballed since 1975. The renovated 
telescope-an 84-foot-diameter dish­
shaped antenna mounted on a 60-foot 
tower-stands atop a hill in Harvard. 
Massachusetts. 30 m1les west of Boston. It 
scours the heavens night and day. hstening 
for signs of extraterrestrial intelligence. 

This effort is the most comprehensive 
quest for alien life yet undertaken. The 
venture, formerly known as Project Sentinel. 
got off to a dramatic start in March 1983. 
when Carl Sagan announced. as a bottle of 
champagne was smashed against the 
telescope. "Let the search begin." Sentinel 
could scan 131.072 radio stgnals at the 
same time. "But even that wasn't enough ... 
Horowitz says. So with the help of Ivan 
Linscott. Brian· Matthews. and John Forster 
he built Sentinel's successor. called META 
(for Megachannel ExtraTerrestrial Array). 
which is capable of analyzing 8.4 million 
channels simultaneously. 

META began its cosmic sweep last 
September, when E. T movie director Steven 
Spielberg-aided by his three-and-a­
half-month-old son Max-flipped on the 
JX)Wer switch. Besides being able to analyze 
a chunk of the microwave spectrum that 
is 100 times broader than what Sentinel 
could manage. META avoids another of its 
predecessor's major drawbacks. Sentinel 
was able to detect only rad1o signals 
beamed directly at 011r solat system. a 
limitation Horowitz acknowledges as "pretty 
outrageous" META can detect any signals 
targeted arourgalaxyorout to lhe universe. 

Scientists have looked since 1960 for 
radio signals from dtstant civtlizations. But 
META. Horowitz says. "accomplishes 
more searching in one minute tht.Jn could 
have been done in one hundred thousand 
years wtlh lhe first reccivP.r ... 

"There have been <1 few IJugc; t1cro and 
there. but on balance the sy�tom works 

well." explains Gunther Schwartz. a member 
of the project's support staff Schwartz 
stops off at the observatory every day at 
about one in the afternoon to see 1f the 
computer has picked up anything of interest. 
He checks the largest signals that have 
been received over the previous 24 hours 
and shtfts the orientation of the antenna. 

At the beginning of a search cycle. which 
takes about a year. the antenna is po•nted 
straight at the horizon. Each day unhl the 
end of the cycle. Schwartz tilts it up half a 
degree. In the course of the year the 
telescope will cover 80 percent of the sky. 

On the wall of the off1ce next to the 
telescope there's a sign that reads: E T CALL 
HARvARD The room also houses the new 
spectrum analyzer designed by H0rowitz. 
Capable of handhng about 75 million 
instructions per second. the device is about 
as powerful as a Cray supercomputer. 
But Horowitz was able to build it for about 
one hundredth the cost of the Cray by 
hooking together 144 computers. Cheap 
labor provided by undergraduates. who 
soldered nearly half a million circuit 
connections. helped keep costs down. 

META works 24 hours a day, monitoring 
radto signals. Unlike optical instruments, 
which can be used only on clear nights. 
radio equipment can operate regardless of 
atmospheric conditions. ·The system runs 
by itself." Schwartz says. "and it's cheap."ll 
takes about $20.000 a year to run the 
project. 

Horowitz says that there are not enough 
hard data yet to estimate the odds of 
finding intelligent life elsewhere. Neverthe­
less the fact that life evolved here on Earth 
is good evidence that it probably happened 
elsewhere. "There's nothing extraordinary 
about our sun and nothing special about our 
Earth." he says. 

"Take anything in astronomy." he contin­
ues. "There's never just one. Usually if 
you find one of something. hke some strange· 
star. then people find handfuls. dozens. 
hundreds of these things. I doubt there's an 
example-quasars. eclipses. novas. super· 
novas-of anything that happens once." 

What if the search turns up nothing? 
"It may be that the nature of intelligence itself 
is self-annihilating," Horowitz says. 'As 
technology improves. the capability of a 
single person to wipe out the whole civiliza­
tion improves with it. You may have short­
lived civilizations that pop up here and 
there but not at the same lime. And so they 
could never communicate with one 
another. That would be sad to think of. I 
hope it's not true. I hope there's plenty of 
stuff out there. and l hope we can get 
the satisfaction of knowing they're there. 
And who knows? We might even learn from 
them how to stay technologically alive ... 

END 
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·1 he Dr· az i 1 ian Con nee t ion 

Sequence o+ events. 

Dr . Willy Smith 
UN I CA J Fr- oj ec t 

(9 June 1986. 

After maintaininq a low pr ofile for a per i od of several 
year-s, UFOs have r-·eqai ned the wor-1 d h ead 1 i nes f oll O\•li ng an 

incident in Br-azilian air space durin9 the night of t-1ay 19, 
1 986 . 

On that night, a Monday , an e:-: ecut i ve plane ""Jas en r-oute 

from Brasilia to Sao J ose dos Campos (near Sao Paulo>. 
While starting its descent, it was alerted by the Sao Paulo 

· t-adar· contr-ol that. an unknown object \-Jas in the ar·ea. 

In the pi 1 ot seat \·las a ""'ell kno\-Jn man : Colonel Osi res Si 1 va, 

he<:\d of PETROBH{)S, thE' Br· a::: i 1 ian st ate-·-owned oi 1 cornp�.ny. 
Accor ding t.o the official version, Col. Sil va was the first 

to v i sual l y spot the un i dent i ·f i ed object as a " dane i ng point 
i n t. he s k y " ( 2 ) • N e >: t t o 0 s i r e s S i. 1 v a ""J as a c i v i 1 i an p i 1 o t , 

Commander· Al c i.r Pe r eira da Silva. In hit.::; statement to the 
pr es s (1), Comm. Alcir Pereira da Silva i ndicat ed that. when 

they had d esc ended to 2000 ft. , the pi 1 ots per-ceived a str-·on q 

light and t urned the plane in its direction. The liqht is 

df?scr i bt"?d as " brighter t han a star·, emit t i nq a constant 

r·ed--or anqe ·1 i gh t " and also as bei nq on for 1 0--·1.5 seconds, 
then n ·f f , on 1 y t o r e appear· at a d i ·f f e r- en t 1 o c at i on ( 1 > • The 
ch ase was abandoned after about 30 mi nutes. 

By that time , the Brazilian De-fens e Center <CINDACTA �= Centr-o 

I n teq r- ado de Defesa Aer�a- e Controle de Tra-fego neren) wa!:5 on 
full alert., as the r adar screens in the vicinity of Sao Jose 

clos Campos and nearby Sao F'aulo were sat urated and all air 
t r-a f f i c had been i n t er-r up ted ( 2 > • 

Only minut e s after- the appearance of the unknowrl objects, 
jets f i g h t er s \-Je ,,- e s c r a mb l ed f rom two A i r· Forc e bases : !:) ant a 

Cr .. u z , i n t h e S t at e of S C\ o F' au 1 o , and 1-kl a p o 1 i. s , near El r· as i 1 i a . 
The p l ane s a t tempted to appr·o;�ch the liqhts, and althouqh 
they achieved visual--radar· contact, were un able to approach 
the liqhts. 

The inc i dent terminated near midnight as suddenly ('35 it had 
star·ted, with the UFO disappear·inq simultaneo'u!:;ly fr-om 

r·adar- and from visual obser-vation after movinq tnt,J.-:u·d the 
ocei�n beyond the l3r az i l ian coast. The dur· at ion of tile 
sighting ""Jas close to thr-ee hours. 

The pilot s ' tales, 

{�ccorcl i ng to our corr--espondPnt in Rio, t-1r s I rene Gr-- anch i • the 
7 p i 1 o t s and 3 r- ad a r con t r· o 1 1 e r s tha t p .:\ r t i c i pat P c1 i n the 
incidents a.ppeare d on t elev i s i on <4>. fH 1 of the c;;even pi lnt.s 

""H:?r-e militar-y, £�}:cept the al t-eady named Comm. r-tlcir- F'er-r::-i.r .. t::\ 

da Silva. 

T h r f? e F- 5 E J e t s wE:� t- E-� s c r r.� m b 1 e d f r-om the S •='- n t a Cr-uz n F B n f·? i' r­
S au Paul o . I n add i t i on , t. h r P P M i r· a q e I I I j e t 1 j g h t. e r-- s we r e 
s c r· am b 1 e d f r om t. he An a p o 1 i. s (.) F B , but. n n 1 y nne h •�� d an 

effective contact. 

T h f.? p i 1 n t n ·f one of t he F -· �-=; E was '- t . k 1 e b e r C a 1 d as I" I a r i n h D • 

F o 1 1 ow i n g r a. d i o e d i n 5 t.r- u c t i on s , he v e c tor-e d h i s p 1 a. n e to a 

t a r· get �.::; 5 m i 1 e s d j s t ant , but t.-J a 5 u n a b 1 e t o c 1 o s e i n • 1 he 

r a cL·:u· con t r· o l i n f or- m r� d h i m at t h i s p o i n t t h �'\ t. t h P- t i:lr tl e t 1.-1 as 
closing in rap id l y. However , the pilot didn 't sPe anythinct, 
and in his C>\1'-Jn wen-ds, "onr.� ClPts scc-u-rd o+ 11-Jhat. one !:;ep:;� "'nd 

I saw noth1.ng . "  Later· in the chase, he finally obtai.ned .:� 
vi SUc'1l contact . At; ver-i f i. ed by bot h thE� qr-ound t-·<-::\d;:n- and tiH:'? 
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on - h o a r d r a d a r , t h e  t a r q e t  w a s  a t  a l d i s t a n c e  o f  3 5  m i l e s ,  b u t  
w h e n  t h P  p i l o t t .r- i e d  t o  n <::\ r -r ow; t h e  q a p i t  \l'l i::\ S  " 1  i k e 
a t t e mp t i n �.l t o  tr· e a c h a p o i n t  a t · i n f i n i t y , " i n  s p i t P o f  h i s 

1 UOO Vm / h r·  < 625 11F'H ) s p (-] e <J . He d e �; c  r- i. b e !.:; t h f? t a r- n •� l:.  c:\ '3 i\ 
r- ecf cl i s h  1 i q h t , v e r- y i n t e n s e , w h i c h c h a n g e d  c o l o r s �·J h P n  t h e 

c h a s e  w a s  a b or t e d  ( 3 ) . 

T h e  p i l o t o f  t h e  s e c o n d  F - 5 E , C a p t . M a r- c i o  J o r d a o , w a s  a b l e  
t o  r e d u c e t h e  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  t a r- g e t  t o  1 2  m i  1 f� s .  He 

de s c  r- i be s t h e UF ()  as a v e  r ·  y s t r- o n g  1 i g h t o · f  c o n t i n u o us 
i n t e n s i t y , i:\ n d  c h a n g i n g  c o l o r- s  c on t i n u o u s l y  f r o m  w h i t e t o  
g r e e n . C a p t . a o r· d a o  b r o k e  u p  t h e  c o n t a c t  �J h e n  t h e  ob j e c t  

m o v e d  o v e r- t h e  s e c:\ b e y o n d t h e  200 m i  1 e 1 i m i t f r- om S a n t a  C r-- u z  
( 3 )  • 

Fr om t h e  t h r- e e M i r a g e s s c r a mb l e d f r o m  t h e  A n a p o l i s  B a s e , on l y  

on e w a s  a b 1 e t o e s t  a b 1 .i s h c\ c t u a 1 c o n  t ;':\ c t • I t 11-1 -::\ !:; p i 1 o t f? d b y  

C a p t . A r- m i n cl o  S ou z a 0 i r i a t o  d e  F r e i t a s , w h o s e  s t a t e m e n t s  we 
t r a n s c r i b e <4 , 8 ) : 

II I w a s  w a r n e d  b y  g r- o u n d  c o n t r- o l  t h a t  t h e r- e  �J e r· e s e v E· r- c-d 
t a r- q e t s c·:\ h e a d  o f  m e  , a t  a d i !:; t. a n  c e o ·f 20 m i 1 e s a n d  t- i:\ n 'J i. n q i n 

n u m b e r· f r- o m l O  t o  1 �) .  I w a s  a l s o a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  t ct i'"' Q f.� t s 

we r- e a p p r o <:\ c h i n q m y  p l a n  e , a n d  f i n a 1 l y t h a t  t h E' y "'' e r-- e  

f o l l o w i n g  m e  <:t t a d i s t a n c e  o f  2 m i l e s < s i c > . I I  · r h e r a d ;-u­
c o n  t r- o l 1 E? r· ,3 d v i s e d C a p  t • V i r- i a t  o t h a t  h e h a d  5 e v P r- i� 1 t i:\ r- q !-? t s 
b e  h i n d h i s p I a n  e , s i �-: t o  on e s i d e  a n d  s e v e n t o  t h e a t  h e ,- . 

A c c: o r· d i n g t a 0 G L (J B () ( :3 ) , C c� p t . V i r i ,:\ t: o a d d e d t h a t. t l  H?. 
t a r- g e t s m a d e  80 d e  q r- e e t. u r n s  ( p o s s i b 1 y 1 80 d e  q r· P e 5 w a ::; m P a n t ) 

a n d  t h a t  h e  c au 1 d n b t  m a n a g e  t o  h i:\ V e  a v i  s u <� l  c on t �. c: t r- i g h t  
a h e a d  o f  h i s p 1 a n  e . 11 f\1 o p I a n  e I k n o w c: a n  m a k e  t LW n s 1 i k e t h a t 
a t  1 000 V m / h r- , "  h E' c o n e  1 u d e d . 

At t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e , t h e A i r- M i n i s t r y 

d e c l <:\ r- e d  t h a t  n o  f u r- t h e r- t·- £?por t s  a r- e  t c1 b e  e �< p e c t e d  nn t h e  
i n c i d e n t s u n t i l t h P s p e c i a l c o m m i s s i o n a p p o i n t e d t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  e v e n t s  h a s  r- e a c h e d a c o n c l u s i o n .  

'*' * *  .... 

f h e  A i r M i n i s t e r . 

T h e  A i r- f"1 i n i s t  e r- , B r- i g c-H h  e r· D c t a v i  o tl u l  i o 1"1o r e i  r a L i  rn a , a f  t e t­

i n ·f o r m i  n q  t h e  F' r- e s i d e n t o +  B r a z  i 1 ' J o s e  s .�·:w· n e y ' D f  t h e  

i n c i d e n t. , p r- o c e e d E� d  t o  i. n f cw· m  t h f?  p r- e !=; s  t h a t  t h e  r- a d a r  s c t- e en 
of C I N D l� C T '-' i n S a o  F' a u  1 o h a d b e e n  s a t u r a t e d , t h a t. j e t s h a d 

b e en s c r a m b l e d ,  2. n d  t h a t  v i s u a l -- r a d a r- c on t a c t �::; h a d b e e n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  " b a l l s  o f  l i g h t  o f  m u l t i p l e  c o l or s . "  

T h i s i s  t h e  f i r s t t i m e t h a t 

f or c e  o f  a n y  n a t i o n h a s  
p r e s en c e  o f  u n  i d e n t  i f  i r? d 

t h a t  i n t e r c e p t  a t t e m p t s  h a d 

a h i g h - r a n  k i. n g o f  ·f i c e r· o f  t h e  c� i r 

c o m e  f o r w a r d  a n d  a d m i t t e d t h e 
o b j e c t s , a n d  m o r e o v e r , i n d i c a t e d 

f a i I ed ( 2 , 5 > • 

O u r- i n g  

" t h a t 

e c h o s  

t h e  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  B d r- . Mor e i  t'"' t:\ L i m a  p o i n t e d ou t 

r- a d a r  i s  n o t s u b j e c t  t o  o p t i c a l i l l u s i o n s . T h e  r a d a r­

a r- e d u e  t o  s o l i d  o b j e c t s  o r- t o  m a s s i v e  c l o u d s , wl'l i c h 
�-J e r· e n o t  p r e s e n t  t h a t n i g h t • " 

�3 t r- a.n g .::� l y en ou g h , t h e A i r- M i n i s t e r cH d n o t  s e em c on c l?r- n ed 
a b ou t  t h i s  u n c h e c k e d p e n e t r- a t i o n o f  t h e Br a z  i 1 i a n a i r s p a c e , 
b u t. w a s  r· i::\ t h e r- p r o u d  o ·f t h e  p r- o mp t r e s p on s e  o f  t h e  A i  , ... F or c e  
t o  a n  a l e r- t <7 > . 

fic c or d i n q t o  C L A n i N  ( 2 ) , t h e d e c i s i o n t o  r e l e a s e  t h r. n e\-J S t o  
t. h e  p u b  1 i c vJ a s  m a d e  p f:? t·- �:; o n  c:\ 1 l y b y  F' r- e s i d en t S t3 r· n e y , i='. n o t  h er 
f i. r s t .  

* * '*• *  
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C o n c l u s i o n s . 

A l t h o u g h  t h � i r n u m b er i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  n u m e r o u s  UF O s  w er e 
ob ser ved v i s u a l l y  (:\ n d  .d e t e c t ed b y  b o t h g r ou n d  a n d  �.i r b nr· n e 
r a d a r s .  T h e  e p i s o d e  l a s t e d f or n e a r  t h r e e h o u r s , b u t  t h e o n l y  
c on c r e t e i n f or m a t i on i s  t h a t  t h e y w e r e b a l l s  o f  l i g h t o f  
d i f f er e n t  a n d  c h a n g i n g c o l o r s , w h i c h t h e j e t s  f i g h t e r s c ou l d 
n a t  r� e a l l y a p p t- o a c h . As i n  m a n y  o t h er c a s e s , t h e  i n i t i a t i on 

an d t er m i n a t i o n of t h e  i � c i d e n t  wer e s u d d e n a n d  u n e x p e c t e d . 

We a t h e r· w a s  g o od , a c l e a r· n i g h t  w i t h ou t  c l ou d s , s o  t h a t  r· a d a r · 
ec h o e s  r e m � i n u n e x p l a i n e d . T h e  n u mb er o f  e c h o e s  w a s  v e r y l a r g e , 
e n o u g h  t o  s a t u r a t e  t h e  r a d a r s c r een s a n d  a c c o r d i n g t o  t h e A i r 
M i n i s t e r c o r r e s p on d e d t o  s o l i d  t a r g e t s .  

Nowh e r e i n  t h e  o r i g i n �. l B r a z i l i a n n e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g s  h a v e I 

f ou n d  a d i r e c t  q u o t e a b ou t  t h e  p i n g p o n g  b a l l s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  
t h e  Amer i c a n  p r e s s . 

As f or t h e  s p e e d s o f t h e  U F Q s , o n l y  t w o s p e c i f i c  q u o t e s  w e r e 

m a d e  b y  t h e  B r a z  i 1 i B. n p r· e s s . T h e  ·f i r· s t  r· e f er· s t o  t. h e  
s t a t e m en t s  m a d e b y  C o l on e l  O s i r· e s  S i  1 v a , t-�h o i s  a n  

a e r- on a u t i c a l  en g i n e er b y  t r a i n i n g ,  c o m m e n t i n g o n  h i s a t t e mp t 

t o  a p p r· o a c h  t h e  1 i g h t s .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e rn a �·: i m u m  s p e e d  

o ·f h i s p 1 a n e  �J a s  400 V m / h r  ( 250 t-1F'H ) , w h i l e  t h e  1 i g h t  s wP-r e 
a p p ar e n t l y  m o v i n g a t  a s p e e d  o f  1500 K m / h r  < 9 3 7  MPH > < 6 > . 

T h e  s ec o n d  c on c r e t e  m en t i o n o f  s p e e d s w a s  m a d e  b y  M a j or Ney 

Cer q u e i r a , h e a d  o f C I N D A C T A , wh o a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n  t h e  
t r a c k i n g o p e r a t i o n s . A c c or cl i. n q t o  Mt3 j . Cer q u e i r a , " d u e  t o  
t e c h n i c a l  l i m i t a t i on s  · i n  t h e  r a d a r  e q u i p m e n t " t h P  s p e ed s 

c ou l d n o t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d w i t h  p r e c i. s i o n . " T h e  s p e e d s d e t e c t e d 

v a r i e d i n  c::\ n i. n t e r v a l o f �:; t o  1 0  m i n u t e s f r o m 1 5(1 l<n o t: s / tu· t. o 
· 800 K n o t. s / h r " ( 5 ) . I n  m i  1 e s  p e r  h ou r s ,  t h i s c o r .. r e s p o n d s  t o  a 

r an g e  o f  1 '7 3  t o  9 2 1 11P H , a n d m a t c h e s  w e l l w i  t l 1  t. h e  
i n f or m a t i o n  t h a t  j e t s , w i t h  s p e e d s o f 1 0 0 0  Vm / h r  ( 6 25 l'lr'H ) 
w e r e u n a b l e  t o  c l o s e on t h e  l i q tl t s . 

S a n t a  C r u z 
. A F B  

A T L A N T I C  

O C E AN 
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T h e  s i g h t i n g s t a r t ed , a c c or d i n g t o  t h e  A i r M i n i s t r y , a t  20 : 50 
and e n d e d  a b o u t  m i d n i g h t , h a v i n g  t h u s  a t o t a l  d u r- a t i. on o f :� 
h ou r s ( 8 ) . F i n a l l y ,  t h e  n u m b e r  of UFOs h a s  b een q u ot ed b y  t h e  
med i a a s  b e t ween 1 3  a n d 2 1 . T h e  A i r M i n i s t er p l a c ed t h e  
n u m b e r  a t  20 . < 7 > • 

S i n c e  m o s t  o f  t h e  i n f or m a t i on on wh i c h t h i s r e p o r t i s  b a s ed 

was ob t a i ru:� d f r om n e w s p a p er· c l  i p p i n q s , u s u a l l y a ver y 

u n r e l i a b l e s o u r c e , i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e mp h a s i z e t h a t i n  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r i n s t a n c e t h e  m ed i a d i d a v er y f a i t h f u l  r e p or t i n g 

j ob .  M o s t  of t h e d e t a i l s  w er e r e l e a s e d a t  t h e  p r e s s  

c on f er e n c e  a t  w h i c h t h e  p i l o t s r e l a t ed t h e i r e x p er i e n c e s a n d  

t h e  i n f or m a t i on a s  wr i t t e n i n  t h e d i f f e r e n t  p a p e r s i s  
c on s i s t en t  a n d  s e e m s  a c c u r a t e . 

D r . W i l l y  S m i t h 

UN I CA T  Pr o j e c t 

J u n e  1 98 6 . 

·M- .Jf· * *  
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1988 Churchill 
Fellowships 
for overseas study 

The ChurchiH Trust invites applications from Australians, of 1 8  
years and over from all walks of life who wish to be.considered 
for a Churchill Fellowship to undertake, during 1 988, an 
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U R A N U S : A UN I Q U E  V I S I T B Y  

V O Y A G E R  2 

B Y  M A R K . E . S A W Y E R  

I t  i s  w i t h  b i z a r r e  i r o n y  t h a t  t h e t r a g i c  d e s t r u c t i o n o r  t h P s p a c p s h u t t l e 

C h a l l e n g e r  h a s  o v e r s h a d o w e d  o n e  o f  t h e g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  N A S A ' s  s p a c e  

e x p l o r a t i o n p r o g r a m  - t h e f l y b y  o f  U r a n u s  b y  t h e  r o b o t  e x p l o r e r  V o y a g e r  2 .  

V o y a g e r  2 h a d  e n c o u n t e r e d  U r a n u s  o n l y  a f e w  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e s h u t t l e d i s a s t e r , 

a n d  e v e n  a s  C h a l l e n g e r  e x p l o d e d  9 m i l e s  a b o v e  t h e F l o r i d a  c o a s t  t o  h e r a l d  i n  

N A S A ' s  d a r k e s t  h o u r , V o y a g e r  2 w a s f a i t h f u l l y  t r a n s m i t t i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  a 

m y r i a d  o f  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c d a t a  f r o m  t h e U r a n i a n  s y s t e m ,  s o m e  3 b i l l i o n 

k i l o m e t e r s  ( 1 . 7 b i l l i o n  m i l e s )  a w a y . 

U r a n u s  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  o n  M a r c h  1 3 t h .  1 7 8 1  b y  t h e  E n g l i s h a m a t e u r  a s t r o n o m e r 

W i l l i a m H e r s c h e l . I t  w a s t h e f i r s t  p l a n e t  d i s c o v e r e d  u s i n g a t e l e s c o p e , a n d  t h e 

f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d  s i n c e  a n c i � n t  t i m e s . 

A l t h o u g h  U r a n u s  w a s s i g h t e d  b e f o r e  1 7 8 1 , i t  h a d  b e e n  m i s t a k e n l y  i d e n t i f i e d u p  

u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  a s  a s t a r . I n  f a c t , H e r s c h e l  h i m s e l f  h a d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  U r a n u s  w a s 

a c o m e t w h e n  h e  f i r s t  v i e w e d  i t . 

U r a n u s  i s  t h e  s e v e n t h  p l a n e t  i n  o r d e r  f r o m t h e  S u n , a n d  t h e  t h i r d l a r g e s t . 

P r i o r  t o  t h e v i s i t  b y  V o y a g e r  2 ,  v e r y  l i t t l e w a s  k n o w n  a b o u t U r a n u s  - i t  w a s  

a n d s t i l l  i s  v e r y  m u c h  a m y s t e r y  p l a n e t . 

I t  w a s k n o w n  t h a t  U r a n u s  h a d  S m o o n s . I n  o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  p l a n e t , t h e s e  w e r e  

M i r a n d a , A r i e l , U m b r i e l , T i t a n i a  a n d  O b e r o n . 

We a l s o k n e w  t h a t  U r a n u s  i s  u n i q u e i n  t h a t  i t s  a x i s  i s  t i l t e d  9 8 ° t o  v e r t i c a l , 

c a u s i n g  i t  t o  a p p e a r  t o  s p i n  i n  a r e t r o g r a d e  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n  a n  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n 

t o  t h e  Ea r t h ' s  r o t a t i o n ) . O f  t h e  9 k n o w n  p l a n e t s , o n l y  U r a n u s  a n d  V e n u s  e x h i b i t  

t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . 

T h e  p l a n e  o f  U r a n u s '  o r b i t  i s  0 ° 4 6 ' ( o r 0 . 7 7 ° ) f r o m  t h e  e c l i p t i c ( t h e  p l a n e  o f  

t h e E a r t h ' s  o r b i t a r o u n d  t h e  S u n ) , t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  c l o s e s t  o r b i t a l  p l a n e  t o  t h e 

e c l i p t i c  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p l a n e t s .  

U r a n u s  w a s  b e l i e v e d  t o  c o n s i s t  m a i n l y  o f  h y d r o g e n , h e l i u m a n d  m e t h a n e  ( t h e  

m e t h a n e g i v e s  t h e  p l a n e t  i t s  g r e e n i s h c o l o u r ) ,  a n d  i t  o r b i t s  t h e S u n  o n c e  e v e r y  

8 4  y e a r s . 

T h e  l e n g t h  o f  i t s  d a y  w a s  c a l c u l a t e d t o  b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 . 8  h o u r s , i t s  

e q u a t o r i a l  d i a m e t e r  5 1 , 8 0 0  k m s  ( 3 2 , 2 00 m i l e s )  a n d  i t s  p o l a r  d i a m e t e r  4 9 , 0 0 0  k m s  

( 3 0 , 0 5 0  m i l e s ) . I t s  m a s s  w a s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  1 4 . 6  t i m e s  t h a t  o f  E a r t h ' s ,  a n d  i t s  

d e n s i t y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 . 2 7  ( w h e r e  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  w a t e r  i s  1 ) .  
I t  w a s  a l s o k n o w n  t h a t  U r a n u s  h a d  a s y s t e m  o f  r i n g s , t h o u g h  m u c h  s m a l l e r  a n d  

f a i n t e r  t h a n  t h e  r i n g s  o f  S a t u r n . T h e s e  r i n g s  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1 9 7 7 , w h i l e 

m e a s u r e m e n t s  w e r e  b e i n g t a k e n  o f  t h e o c c u l t a t i o n  ( t h e  o b s c u r i n g  b y  o n e  

a s t r o n o m i c a l  o b j e c t  o f  a n o t h e r ) ,  b y  U r a n u s  o f  a s t a r . 

V o y a g e r  2 g a v e  u s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  t a k e  o u r f i r s t  c l o s e - u p  l o o k  a t  U r a n u s  - a 

c h a n c e  we h a d  t o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f , s i n c e  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e l a s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  w e  

� o u l d  h a v e  t o  v i e w  t h e  p l a n e t  a t  s u c h  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  - c e r t a i n l y  

t h e l a s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h i s  c e n t u r y . 

V o y a g e r  2 w a s  l a u n c h e d  i n  1 9 7 7 ,  a n d  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  p l n n • • c d  t o  r e a c h o n l y  

J u p i t e r  a n d  S a t u r n . T h i s  i t  d i d  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  a n d  w a s  i n  s u c h g o o d  s h a p e a f t e r  

i t s  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  S a t u r n  i n  A u g u s t  1 9 8 1 , t h a t  i t  j u s t  k e p t o n  k e e p i n g  o n . 

T h e  c o m p u t e r s  a t  t h e  V o y a g e r  m i s s i o n c o n t r o l  c e n t r e a t  t h e J e t  P r o p u l s i o n  

L a b r o r a t o r y  i n  P a s e d e n a  C a l i f o r n i a  w e r e  e x t e n s i v e l y r e - p r o g r a m m e d , a n d  V o y a g e r  2 
w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  s e t  s a i l  f o r  U r a n u s  ( V o y a g e r  1 w a s  f l u n g  o u t  o f  t h e o r b i t a l  

p l a n e o f  t h e  p l a n e t s , a n d  t h e r e f o r e  o u t o f  t h e S o l a r S y s t e m .  f o l l o w i n g i t s  

e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  S a t u r n  i n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 0 ) . 

V o y a g e r  2 m a d e  i t s  c l o s e s t  a p p r o a c h  t o  U r a n u s  o n  J a n u a r y  2 4 t h . 1 9 8 6 , c o m i n g  t o  

w i t h i n  8 0 , 0 0 0  k m s  ( 5 0 , 0 00 m i l e s )  o f  t h e  p l a n e t . T h e  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  U r a n i a n  

s y s t e m  w a s  o v e r  i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  a f e w  h o u r s . T h i s  w a s b e c a u s e  V o y a g e r  2 m e t  

U r a n u s  h e a d  o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i d e  o n , d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  a x i s  i s  t i l t e d 

a t  9 8 °  t o  v e r t i c a l . T h e  s p a c e c r a f t  t h e r e f o r e  j o u r n i e d f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  p o l e  t o  

t h e n o r t h  p o l e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t r a v e l l i n g c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e p l a n e  o f  t h e  

e q u a t o r , a s  i t  d i d  � i t h  J u p i t e r  a n d  S a t u r n . T h i s  m e a n t  t h a t  V o y a g e r  2 i n t e r s e c t e d  

t h e p l a n e  o f  t h e  e q u a t o r  a l m o s t  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  i t  ( s e e  f i g  l ) .  
V o y a g e r  2 t h u s  h a d  l i m i t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p h o t o g r a p h a n d  o b s e r v e  t h e  m o o n s  o f  
U r a n u s . 

T h i s  l i m i t a t t o n  d i d n o t , h o w e v e r , i m p e d e  V o y a g e r  2 f r o m  s e n d i n g  b a c k  s o m e  v e r y  
c l e a r  a n d  i n d e e d  s p e c t a c u l a r  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  S k n o w n  m o o n s .  W h i l e t h e  
p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  ' J a n e t  i t s e l f  d i d  n o t  r e v e a l v e r y  m u c h  d e t a i l ,  t h e 
p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  � o o n s  w e r e  a b s o l u t e l y s t u n n i n g . T h e y s h o w e d  i n  g r a p h i c  d e t a i l ,  

t h e  t e r r a i n  a n d  o t h e r  s u r f a c e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e s e  5 w o r l d s  t h a t , p r i o r  t o  t h e  

e n c o u n t e r , w e r e  j u s t  p i n - p r i c k s  o f  l i g h t  i n  a t e l e s c o p e . 
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M a g n e t i c  

N o r t h  

E q u a t o r  

+----+---V e r t i o i l  , 
9 0 "  t o  E c l i p t i c  

P l rt n f'  o f 
O r h i t  

M i r a n d a  w a s  t h e m o s t b i z a r r e  a n d c h a o t i c  m o o n  e n c o u n t e r e d . T e n  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  

o f  t e r r a i n  w e r e  o b s e r v e d , m a n y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  l i k e  n o t l 1 i n g e l s e y e t  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  

t h e S o l a r  S y s t e m . A g o o d  d e a l o f  t h e s u r f a c e  w a s  s h a p e d  b y  t h e t i d a l  f o r c e s  o f  

U r a n u s , M i r a n d a  b e i n g  c l o s e  e n o u g h  t o  U r a n u s  f o r  s u c h  f o r c e s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

e x e r t e d . O n e  c r a t e r o n  M i r a n d a  w a s c a l c u l a t e d t o  b e  3 5  k m s  i n  d i a m e t e r . 

V o y a g e r  2 a c t u a l l y  f l e w  c l o s e r  t o  M i r a n d a  t h a n  i t  h a s  t o  a n y  o t h e r  b o d y t h a t  t h e 

s p a c e c r a f t  h a s  y e t  v i s i t e d .  

A r i e l  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  q u i t e  a d e a l  o f  p a s t  g e o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  B r i g h t  d e p o s i t s  

a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t h e  r i m s  o f  c r a t e r s  t o o s m a l l  f o r  t h e c a m e r a ' s  r e s o l u t i o n .  

G l a c i e r s  a l s o a p p e a r t o  b e  s p r e a d  o u t  o v e r  t h e  s u r f a c e , a n d  l i k r  M i r a n d a , A r i e l  

i s  c l o s e  e n o u g h  t o  U r a n u s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t i d a l  f o r c e s . A r i e l i s  t h e 

b r i g h t e s t  o b j e c t i n  t h e  U r a n i a n  s y s t e m . 

U m b r i e l  s e e m e d  s u r p r i s i n g l y  d a r k  a n d  q u i e t , w i t h  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r y  o f  

g e o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  A l a r g e d o n u t s h a p e d  o b j e c t  o n  i t s  s u r f a c e  i s  a s  y e t  

u n i d e n t i f i e d . 

T i t a n i a , U r a n u s ' l a r g e s t  s a t e l l i t e ,  a p p e a r s  f r a c t u r e d , w i t h  l o n g  r i d g e s , c r a t e r s  

a n d  g l a c i a l  f l o w s . T h i s  m o o n  h a s  o b v i o u s l y h a d  A v e r y  t u r b u l e n t  p a s t , b e i n g  

s h a p e d  b y  f o r c f' S  b o t h  i n t e r n a l  a n d  f' x l e r n A I . l . i � h t  s h a tl c • o l . l t t ' . I S o n  s o m l' v a l l e y  

w a l l s  f a c i n g t h e S u n  i n d i c a t e p n s s i h l £>  d e p o s i t s  o f  y o u n �  f r n s t .  

O b e r o n  h a s  a n  i c y  s u r f a c e  s c a r r e d w i t h  b r i g h t  c r a t e r m A r k s .  T h e r e i s  e v i d e n c e  
h e r e  a l s o , o f  t h e s a t e l l i t e h a v i n g b e e n  s u b j e c t e d t o  s t r o n g  i n t e r n a l f o r c e s . 

A s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d i n g u s  w i t h  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  5 k n o w n  m o o n s ,  V o y a g e r  2 a l s o 

d i s c o v e r e d  1 0  m o r e  m o o n s o n  i t s  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e U r a n i a n s y s t e m . 

A l l  o f  t h e s e ' n e w ' m o o n s a r e  f a i r l y  s m a l l , a n d  a l l l i e  w i t h i n  t h e o r b i t o f  

M i r a n d a . T h e  l a r g e s t , a n d  c l o s e s t  t o  M i r a n d a , h a s  b e e n  d u b b e d  1 9 8 5 U l ( n a m e d  s o  

b e c a u s e i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t , a n d  i n d e e d  t h e o n l y  m o o n  o f  U r a n u s , t o  b e  d i s c o v e r e d 

i n  1 9 8 5 ). I t  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 6 5  k m s  ( 1 0 0 m i l e s )  i n  d i a m e t e r . A n o t h e r  6 m o o n s  

l a b e l l e d 1 9 8 6 U 1  t h r o u g h  t o  1 9 8 6 U 6 , l i e  b e t w e e n  1 9 8 S U 1 a n d  U r a n u s ' r i n g  s y s t e m . 

A l l 6 h a v e  a d i a m e t e r  o f  b e t w e e n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y S O  a n d 90 k m s ( b e t w e e n  30 a n d  

5 5  m i l e s ) . 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t w o v e r y s m a l l  m o o n s a b o u t  1 5  k m s  ( 1 0 m i l e s )  i n  d i a m e t e r , A n d  

n a m e d  1 9 8 6 U 7  a n d  1 9 8 6 U 8 , w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d , o n e  o r b i t i n g e i t h e r  s i d e o f t h e  

e p s i l o n r i n g ( t h e o u t e r m o s t  r i n g  o f  U r a n u s ) .  T h e s e  h a v P  b e e n  d u � b e d  ' s h e p h e r d ' 

m o o n s , a s  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e y  e x e r t  f o r c e s  o n  t h e r i n g  w h i c h  h e l p  t o  k P e p i t  

i n t a c t . 

T h e  l a s t  m o o n t o  b e  d i s c o v e r e d  w a s 1 9 8 6 U 9 , w h i c h  l i e s  t h i r d  i n  o r d e r  f r o m 

U r a n u s . 

A s  f o r  t h e  r i n g s y s t e m i t s e l f ,  V o y a g e r  2 d i s c o v e r e d a t e n t h  r i n g ,  n a m e d  1 9 8 6 U I R ,  
t o  a d d  t o  t h e 9 t h a t  w e r e  a l r e a d y k n o w n . T h i s  r i n g  l i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e e p s i l o n r i n g 

a n d  t h e d e l t a r i n g ( t h e 2 o u t e r  m o s t  r i n g s  o f  t h e 9 p r e v i o u s l y  k n o w n ) .  T h e r i n � 

s y s t e m i s  t h i n  a n d  d a r k , t h e r i n � s  c o n s i s t i n g m a i n l y o f  m e t h a n e  i c e  b l a c k e n e d  b y  

r a d i a t i o n ,  w i t h  p o s s i b l y  s o m e  r o c k y  r e m n a n t s o f  a c r u s h e d  f o r m e r  m o o n . 
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f i R I I  

VO Y A G E R ' S  P A T H  OF D I SCOV ER Y 

V l  
V 2  

V O Y A G E R  1 
V O Y A G E R 2 

8 1  

J U P I T ER  ( V l ) 
5 M A R  7 Q  

1 S E PT 7 7  ( V 2 )  

T h e  e p s i l o n r i n g  i s  t h e w i d e s t  i n  t h e  s y s t e m ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 3  k m s  o r  2 5  m i l e s ) . 

M o s t  r i n g  p a r t i c l e s  a r e  b o u l d e r  s i z e d , w i t h  v e r y  f e w  d u s t  s i z e d  p a r t i c l e s . I t  

a p p e a r s  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  i s  b r u s h i n g  t h e  d u s t  p a r t i c l e s  o u t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m . 

T h e  t o t a l  m a s s  o f  t h e  U r a n i a n  r i n g s  i s  v e r y  s m a l l ,  p r o b a b l y  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  

m a s s  o f  S a t u r n ' s  C a s s i n i  D i v t s i o n . 

T h e  t e n  r i n g s  i n  o r d e r  f r o m  U r a n u s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d : 6 ,  5 ,  4 ,  a l p h a , b e t a , e t a , 

g a m m a , d e l t a ,  1 9 8 6 U l R  a n d  e p s i l o n . 

M u c h  o f  t h e  t e l e m e t r y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  V o y a g e r  2 i s  s t i l l  b e i n g  a n a l y s e d , a n d  w i l l  

b e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  c o m e , b u t  w e  h a v e  n o n e t h e l e s s  b e e n a b l e  t o  g l e a n  s o m e  

i m p o r t a n t  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t s  a b o u t U r a n u s , f r o m  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n p r o c e � s e d  

t h u s  f a r . 

V o y a g e r  2 d e t e c t e d  a n d  m e a s u r e d U r a n u s ' m a g e n t i c f i e l d  ( i t w a s n o t  c e r t a i n  

b e f o r e  t h e  e n c o u n t e r  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  p l a n e t  e v e n  h a d  o n e ) ,  w h i c h  t u r n s  o u t  t o  

b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5 0  t i m e s  t h a t  o f  t h e E a r t h ' s  m a g n e t i c  f i e l d . I t  w a s  c a l c u l a t e d  

f r o m  t h e  m a g n e t i c  f i e l d , t h a t t h e  r o c k y  c o r e  o f t h e  p l a n e t  i s  s p i n n i n g  i n  a m o r e  

u p r i g h t  a x i s  t h a n  t h e  a x i s  o f  t h e o u t e r  g a s e o u s  l a y e r s . W h e r e a s  t h e a x i s  o f  t h e  

J\ A H E  

1 9 8 6 U 7  

1 9 8 6 U 8  

1 9 8 6 U 9  

1 9 8 6 U 3  

1 9 8 6 U 6  

1 9 8 6 U 2  

1 9 8 6 U 1 

1 9 8 6 U 4  

1 9 8 6 U 5  

1 9 8 S U 1  

M i r a n d a  

A r i e l  

U m b r i e l  

T i t a n i a  

O b e r o n  

T a b l e  I 

P R O P E R T I E S  OF U R A N I A N M O O N S 

O R B I T  R A D I U S  D I H1 E T E R  P E R I O D 
( IC M S ) ( K M S ) D A Y S  H R S  M I N S  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

4 9 , 3 0 0  1 5 0 7  5 5  
5 3 , 3 0 0  2 0  0 8  5 5  
5 9 ' 1 0 0 5 0  1 0  2 3  
6 1  • 7 5 0  7 0  1 1  0 6  
6 2 . 7 0 0 5 0  1 1  2 4  
6 3 , 3 5 0  5 0  1 1  5 0  

6 6 , 0 9 0  9 0  1 2 1 9  

6 9 , 9 2 0  5 0  1 3  2 4  

7 5 '  1 0 0 5 0  1 4  5 6  

8 5 , 8 9 2  1 6 5  1 8  1 7  

1 2 9 , 3 9 0  4 8 0  0 9  5 5  

1 9 1 , 0 2 0  1 • 1 7 0  2 1 2  2 9  

2 6 6 , 0 3 0  1 , 1 9 0 4 0 3  2 8  

4 3 5 , 9 1 0  1 ' 5 9 0  8 1 6  5 6  

5 8 3 , 5 2 0  1 .  5 5 0 1 3  1 1  0 7  

D I S C O V E R E R  

- - - - - - - - - -

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 

V o y a g e r  2 ( 1 9 8 5 )  

K u i p e r  ( 1 9 4 8 ) 

La s s e l l  ( 1 8 5 1 ) 

L a s s e l l ( 1 8 5 1 ) 

H e r s c h e l  ( 1 7 8 7 )  

H e r s c h e l  ( 1 7 8 7 )  
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T a b l e  I I 

P R O P E R T l E S  OF P L A N E T S  V I S I T E D  BY V O Y A G E R  2 

M E A �  D I S T A N C E  F R OM S U N  ( A U )  

M E A �  D I S T A � C E  F R O M S U N  
( M I L L I O � K M S ) 

E C C E � T R I C I T Y 

I � C L I N A T I O N  TO E C L I P T I C  

E Q U A TO R I A L D I A M E T E R  ( K M S ) 

P O L A R  D I A M ET E R  ( K M S ) 

E Q U A TO R I A L R O T A T I O N  ( H R S ) 

D E � S I T Y  ( � A T E R  c 1 )  

J U P I T t R  

5 . 2 0 

7 7 8  

0 . 0 4 8 5  

1 4 2 , 8 00 

1 3 4 , 2 00 

9 . 8  

1 .  3 2  

S A T U R N  

9 . 5 4 

l .  4 2 6 

0 . 0 5 5 6  

2 ° 2 9 '  

1 2 0 , 000 

1 0 8 , 000 

1 0 . 2  

0 . 7 0 

U R A N U S  

1 9 . 1 8 

2 , 8 7 0  

0 . 0 4 7 3  

5 1 , 8 0 0  

4 9 , 0 0 0  

1 7 . 3  

1 .  2 7  

g a s e o u s l a y e r r o t a t t o n i s p o i n t e d m • 1  r e u r l e s s n t t h e S u n , t h e a x i � u I t h t.' 1 11 IH' .­
c o r e  i s  n o t  - i t s  a x i s  i s  s h i f t e d  a t  5 5 °  t o  t h e  u x i s o f  t h e g a s e o u s  o u t e r  

l a y e r s  ( s e e  f i g I ) .  
A l t h o u g h  U r a n u s  s e e m e d  r a t h e r  b l a n d  a n d  f e a t u r e l e s s , V o y a g e r  2 d i d d e t e c t c l o u d  

m o v e m e n t  i n  t h e a t m o s p h e r e , w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  w i n � s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y o f  3 0 0  k p h 

( 1 80 m p h ) . 

T h e  s o u t h  p o l e  o f  U r a n u s  ( f a c i n g  t h e  S u n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  V o y a g e r  2 ' s  v i s i t ) ,  h a s  

a f a i n t  b r o w n  h a z e . T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  c a u s e d  b y  s u n l i g h t  s t r i k i n g  a t m o s p h e r i c  

m e t h a n e , c a u s i n g  s o m e  m o l e c u l e s  t o  f o r m  a c y t e l e n e , r e s u l t i n g  i n  a t y p e o f  p o l a r  

' s m o g ' .  

T h e  r a d i a t i o n b e l t s  o f  U r a n u s  w e r e  s h o w n  t o  b e  a s  i n t e n s e  a s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  E a r t h ,  

a n d  a v e r y  s u r p r i s i n g r e v e l a t i o n i s  t h a t  t h e  d a r k  s i d e  o f  U r a n u s  i s  w a r m e r t h a n  

i t s  d a y  s i d e  - a v e r y  u n u s u a l  a n d  c u r i o u s  p h e n o m e n o n . 

F r o m V o y a g e r 2 ' s  t e l e m e t r y ,  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e U r a n i a n  d a y  w a s  c a l c u l a t e d t o  b e  

1 7 . 3  h o u r s ,  i n  l i e u  o f  t h e  1 0 . 8  h o u r s  p r e v i o u s l y  c a l c u l a t e d f r o m  E a r t h . 

T h e  l a s t  v i e w  o f  U r a n u s , a s  V o y a g e r  2 l o o k e d  b a c k  a s  i t  r e c e d e d a w a y  f r o m  t h i s  

m y s t e r i o u s  w o r l d , s h o w e d  t h e p l a n e t  a s  a t h i n  e n d  p a l e  b l u e - g r e e n  c r e s c e n t  - e n  

a n g l e  f r o m  w h i c h  U r a n u s  h a d  n e v e r  b e f o r e  b e e n  s e e n . I t  w a s  a f i t t i n g l y  b e a u t i f u l  

f i n a l e  t o  a t r u l y  a m a z i n g  a n d  s p e c t a c u l a r  e n c o u n t e r . 

T h r o u g h V o y a g e r  2 ,  � e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  m o r e  a b o u t  U r a n u s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d o f  a f e w  

d a y s , t h a n  w e  h a d  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  2 0 0  y e a r s . 

V o y a g e r  2 h a s  p r o v e n  i t s e l f  t o  b e  a g a l l a n t  a n d  t i r e l e s s  a m b a s s e d o r , h a v i n g 

o v e r c o m e  s o m e  p o t e n t i a l l y  d a u n t i n g  t e c h n i c a l  p r o b l e m s  d u r i n g  i t s  f l i g h t . I t  h a s  

t o  b e , w i t h o u t  a n y  f e a r  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n , o n e  o f  t h e m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  

p r o d u c t i v e  s c i e n t i f i c i n s t r u m e n t s  e v e r  d e p l o y e d . 

T h e  V o y a g e r  2 m i s s i o n h a s  b e e n  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  s u c c e s s , b u t  i t  i s  f a r  f r o m  o v e r . 

T h i s  i n t r e p i d  a n d  e v e r - r e l i a b l e  l i t t l e s p a c e c r a f t  h a s  o n e  m o r e  l e g  t o  c o m p l e t e  

b e f o r e . e s c a p i n g t o  t h e  v o i d  o f  i n t e r s t e l l a r  s p a c e . 

O n  A u g u s t  2 4 t h . 1 9 8 9 , V o y a g e r  2 w i l l  r e n d e z v o u s w i t h  N e p t u n e , t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  

p l a n e t s  w e  c a l l t h e  ' g r e a t  g a s  g i a n t s ' .  

L e t  u s  h o p e  a n d  p r a y t h a t  g o o d  f o r t u n e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r e v a i l  i n  t h e s o j o u r n  

o f  V o y a g e r  2 ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  G r a n d  f i n a l e  o f  w h a t w i l l  b e c o m e  t h e  f i r s t  G r a n d  

T o u r o f  t h e g i a n t  g a s e o u s  p l a n e t s  o f  o u r  S o l a r  S y s t e � . � i l l  p r o v e  t o  b e  y e t  

a n o t h e r  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  s u c c e s s  b e f o r e V o y a g e r  2 i s  d i s m i s s e d  i n t o  t h e  c o s m o s  t o  

b e  l o s t , b u t  n e v e r  f o r g o t t e n . 

H a r k  E .  S a w y e r s  

V . U . F . O . R . S .  - J u l y  1 9 8 6  
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Some of the lneldent8 UFO .ocletle1 eround the wor1d cite to beck up their bellef8 In extra-terrestrial phenomer111 . . . white, circular obJecte (left) 
photographed In M .. sechusett s on July Hl, 1952, e UFO (�n1re) photographed neer Moecow In October, 1 98 1 ,  and mystery lights seen off New Zealand In 1978. 

Society wi h eyes 
B y  NICK PLACE 

I 
T must be among tht' top 1 0  
late-ni�ht d l n n r r- t a h le con·  
versa t lons.  Do U n td P n t i O !'d 

Flymg Objects exist? Or even 
better, have you evu seen a U FO '  

f'or mo5t o f  us. that· � all UFO� a"' - a 
ta M �· and ()('rast('O�II)' n�ry d mnrr 
topiC, to bl' r�oyed alongsod� gho�t 
•tori�s for a thrlll or a •ca"' 

But wmt po.-ople tak� tht subject lar 
mo"' ..._.riousl)' 

Ml'3 Jud ith MaR .... for rxampl" 

!\.In M .. gre v.·a• �nthrall••d by plan�s 
•l'arthl\'1 from an rarly RII:P And surprosrd 
her school �ach�rs by complelmg a 
mlljor achool project on the subject. 
which was consider� to be a le�• than 
ladylik� topoc 

In 19�2. Mrs Moo::rr Jflln�d th� a ir forcr 
and was mvolvl'd m alrcran ldentonc a­
tlon dunng thl' •·ar 

A.'t�r the ••ar. she Joinrd thr Austra · 
llan National Alrhnt• •later to becom� 
AnY'ttl and workrd th�rr until 1948 

Thrn hrr lnte,..st In Oying objrc ts 
movrd Into the .... aim or th� extraordln· 
ary and ,..hen la,.,yer Pe�r Norr1s 
formed the Vktortan FlylnR Saucer Re· 
5earch Socl�ty on February 17, 1951. Mrs 
Magrr joined up 

Almost 30 y�ars la�r. the sonety Is 
knov.-n as tht.' V1c�orlan UF'O Re,rarch 
Six'irt y and Mn Mal!t''" i� pre�tdent 

FUSDED by mcmbershtp �ub•crip· 
lions a nd a fft l i a ted v.· t t h  U FO 

sociellt•s throughout the wor ld. tht' or· 
garusallrm v•orks closely w1th th� atr· fon:r to lnvestip:ate or at l�ast "'cord 
any stronp: U f'O acttvity. whlle thr 
soclt!ty's lnvl'�llp;:ttor. Paul Norman. 
travels the world. 

The society's mt!mber3hlP Is about 
300. Mrs Magee says membership swells 
and falls depending on how many si�;ht· 
logs have occurred recently. 

Mrs Magrr says about half or thr 
soclrty·s m .. mbers a"' rrtlm over:oeas 
and are members of sis�r Uf'O research 
societies or have an mte,..st ln the 
sub)rct. 

They pay S6 a year to recrlvr newslet­
�rs giving upda� on the la�st sclen· 
unc breaklhrou�hs and d�tails or recent 
slghtmgs. 

Mrs Mar;rr says a ll the group can 
"'ally do os try to analyse or ln�rpret 
the la��t evld�nce and lis�n to what 
the alrfon:e or scientists came up •dth 

A few yeal'3 ago. aoclety memb�l'3 uSI.'d . 
to �t l'r�arly on One Tree Hill in the 
Dandenongs a nd  suy the"' wrappe<l ln 
toRS and drtnkin« trom nask.s until early 
ln the morning. waltmg for somrthlng to appear In thr s.ky. 

Mrs Mag� admits this was Mlther 
optlmlstic. but sht' says two carloads of 

people amved one night and �para�ly 
said they'd �n a mys�rious oranRe 
baU or IIcht shaped like a football 
lf11nlllng a"'ay trom thr h ills In t he 
nll(ht sky 

l ike sauce 
� 

: l.-'� ...... 
.• . · ·�·� 

11 waa about thla big . . .  MMI Judith Magee cleacrlbea the UFO aha alghted In 1962. 

Any doubt In Mrs Mage� ·s mind was 
stamped out on a clear March evening in 
1962 "'hl'n shr w�nl outside to open the 
Cront gates or her house 

The..... about 45  d!'ttrf't.'S from the 
horiwn In a westerly direction was a 
lao:e and da z:tllng IIcht o. tuc h she 
thour;hl must have b�n Venus 

"When I 111ent bac k  ln.,lde. though. I 
remembered all the planets wr"' ln 
co�uncUon 'IV1th the Sun at that tim!! 
- something •h1ch only happens t!vrry 
2000 �·ears or something - so they 
couldn t be srrn I grabbed the bonocu· 
Iars and r-�n back outside." she says 

"I thought ll must � a ht'licop�r but 
It hadn't movt'd and throup;h thr b lnoc u· 
Iars It looked like Saturn. with a nng 
around it · 

Mrs Ma�l'f' w.-nt back in•idr to rhrck 

the dmner and the light was gone when 
shr "'turned. 

M RS Magee says pr-op I� are not as 
skeptical as they � to be about 

Uf'Os. although she says Australians 
.,.. Ius ••1lllng to bellevr 10 u : traterrest.­
rial activity than other people. 

"In South America. wh!'te there a"' a 
lot of slchllnRS. they are much mo"' 
awa"' or the subject Austn�llans al'e � 
'IV1lhng to believe a good story probably 
bec e use they a"' u�d to splnnlng yams 
them•rlv�s. �uch as the ,....rvicem�n who 
u..-d to nil tht' Sydney Harbor Brtdge 
while oven.ea� ... sh� laughs. 

"In the uri)' days If you said you 
belt�v�d In UFOS. everyone would look 
at you as though they couldn't under· 
stand and th�n th�y d ju.,t roar 11'llh 
iau�hll'r 

Fred Velentleh 

Missing pilot: a 

UFO kidnapping 
.�r '1-'t:l llilC�ident? 
0.. h ......... of Oetobw�. 1tTI, 
• young ..... . .......,._ pllat., Fredartcll Valenl.lctl, dl...,.,..-.d 
while f¥"9 to King taland from 
Malbou ....... 
Va�an�Jch, 20. radioed to � 
ttwt he - being ahadowed by • UFO, which aPPMred 1o be plllylng 
wfUI hia plaM and .... eepobla ol 
.,..,_ndoua apeeda. 
Att Valentlcll dMeftbecl the UFO, e 
INWllc thud - '-rd and IN 
radio - � Ho liKe Gl .... ::l!': or hla c..- ,._ -
A rull of elghtl"9l about the ume 
Urne and rten • photo auppoaedly 
taken a kllomlo\rw _.., and 20 
"'""'" bef«Ke V....,tlch'a .-flo call 
wNt:h showed a I'Mtllnlc obtKt 
rtalng from B•• fttralt "'-'lad the 
deblll9 about wNt'- Valantlch hed 
bMn lddNIPt*l by a UFO. . 
... Magee - Oft aJde '""" tho• 
who bed no doubt a.t v� 
bed bMn ...._. 
Today, ahe Is Juet • aun�, pointing 
tG lbout 20 ot'- - .._ 
=-lft�U�� 

· Now th�y sa y .  'Oh y�s. I saw a strange 
thing once ,' or 'Oh. you beli�ve In th�m 
do you• · · 

But Mrs Magrr and her societ y c a n  
handiP. t h e  critics. althoU«h shr says 1 t  
w1l l t a k �  a ma ss landing ..- hJch Is lm 
poss1ble to cover up or •r:no"' to s�ttle 
lh� 1-'SU� 

·t am convinced the"' Is !!Omet hlntr 
out the"' which does not emanate ll'om 
Uus plan�t and whlr h is und�r ln�lll· 
gent control.'' sh� !lays 

'"Man has tn�d all •nrt..• ol h�hL' and 
sounds to ront.act th�m. but thry ha· 
nn t "'spondrd It  s u p  to the m  to 
contact u• and •·hen the ll� comes I 
ttunk th�y will .. 

·when this world g�ts "'al l y bad th,.y 
may comf' . •· ho kn"•·�,. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

M E M B E R S H I P  E E W A L  
I S  Y O U R S  D U E  ? ? ?  

• • • 
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