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EDITORIAL 
Over t.he past .fe\-J years, trle have heard claims 

from sevaral sources that tbe governments of th� :.-101' l. 
all.u in pci!�Liculo.r, tl-,e Dni te·.l 3t.J.tzc £;ov8rn�1c:!1t, h3.'l'' 
been en �ap.-�d in 9 m8.s ·;i ve c0ver- up of rwr; rel3ted 
material 

Numerous individuals clai �t to h,lv� had .first h<1rl'i 
knowledP:e of the U.:3. milita ry est::tblishment having 
recove red and subsequently hidden the wreckage of ill­
fnted alien sracecr�ft, and the remains of their 
occupa nts - with no substanti::tl evidencA to dat'3 
( }:lrimarily due to the alleged cover- ,1p). 

If the cover-up does indeed exist, then thA nex:, 

reasonable que �tion we ·rtay ask is •,vhy - why the e011c' t" 

Let us suppose for one moment the1t the claims U'f 
true - that the United 3tates eovernment is in ross�-; , 

of artifacts of alien techn0lot�. �lhy d0n' t t�ey '11 ' 
come out with it. and tell the world? What are they· 

.so afraid of? 

There was, and still i.s, a falldcy that the r.ul� J I .  

would panic - that the re1relation that we are n:>t �]0!• · 

in the un.iver3� would cause profound fear, re3ulting 
in mass hysteria on an unprecedel1ted scale. 
That may have been the case in 1938 when I-l. ·1. 1_.-JellR' 
�·1�rtians 'demolished' New JArsey, but I don't be 1 iEnr(� 
that that notion hol:-iA water in today' s complex s0ci0l,;' 
'I:Oe eene r�l public has, in tLe past 50 years, be�IJ"'t''P 
more educated and more mature ani acceptin,g in their 
atti,tude towards th.ings that are new and different (:1t 
., · ·· -� ··- t, . .! ., ! � -----... , 1,·- - - .... �.l r . r� ,... ·�c""n C'ult"""'"'S' ' .J..tct.::; tJ 111.0 l. .::t �t:H1CJ. u. ..l-:J .:)V ..1-� ., O•.J lJ :.;.., .1. ...._.._ '-" 1 • 

believe th:Jt the news th::tt Earth •r�as hei.ne visi ter1 by �r1 

advanced alien civili7,ati0:1 would be �reeted with utt· 1 

joy by tho:1e who t-ler8 interesteri, and 'tJi.tb faint 
curiosity, perhars even total indifferer1ce, by tho::3e 
who we·�e not. 

No, the reason for tl.3 cover-up is :nuch more 
ominous than th:1t. 

'I'he renmo�ned ,\11erican researcher .>t::1.nton Fried.t'"tr:.'� 
shot very close t() the 11ark �-vhen he :-3aid th·:i t the 
si nele rn�)St :3ignificant as rect of fTFOs fro'li any 
government 1 s point of view, i.s the i r f''Jtential to h� 

adapted for militar-y- purposes. 
Think about that - .:1 weapons delivery syste•n th�t 

can out-run ::tnd out-manoeuvre the mo::>t sophisticatE�d. 
aircraft and missiles yet developed by the United �L� �.· 
or the Soviet Union. Such .=i weapon Hould he awe.1o.n·�, 
and \>loulcl add a h.ideous n�w dime .lSi on to mndern vJdr :1r·· 
and that is about the last thine planet ·�arth need.-, 
during these troubled times. 

If the TJni ted States h'ls part of this 'captnre.1' 
.1l ien technology, bnt not Anr)U�h to he ahle to 
reproduce it, or even understand it, +.hey' re n0t likely 
to 1Spi11 the bP.ans� anci say: 11Well, th-:i_S is Hf'it :·:r: 
h.�ve - i :t "s non much, hut i_ t 1 s a st-'lrt" . 
: .. v11at if the '1nssians also have so11e fr-a13ment.s, but ar-.� 
mi_,�sine the pieces �; ctt. tbe A neri �:FlS just. mi_..,.ht L.T.,r�, .: 



2. 
�DIT;aiAL (cont1d). 

It is far safer for e-9-ch side to keep ' mum' about the wh.)le :subjec � , 

and syste.natically ·lL3crr�.u.t and intimidat.e •rri t.;1e.'? 1t3·3, debunki.n� J.ll;l. 
(!:'•i·-�r·� 'lJ--1�) as they eo - all the time waiting, biding their tirne "until 
sufficient answers fall their way to enable them to build the ultimate 
weapon� 

Though a grim reflection on 1-p,man n:1t•Jrf.f, it see�ns that the cour� 0f 
international affairs for the .fore:.>Eeable future t..rould- reinforce· such a 
hypothesis. 

Des pi.te the cauti,ous optomism of the recent '1rms limi. tations talks, 
and the �miling face� of He·ssrs :leagan anrl '1orbachev as they embrace, the 
co�d war is �till ver,y warm. 

Consequently, the great dream that the United .3tates :3.nd the )oviet rinion 
mi�ht some day form a bond of trust and co-operation strone enough to share 
acquired alien technology, as \-1�11 as thei.r mo�n, in a deter11inAd �.=ffort tc' 
wr)rk to�ether on a grand project to send humanity to the d,1sty reci pl 'li ns 
of f,i:ars rrnd beyond, may sarily he an i.mpo3si.hle dre:-1.n. · 

. , .... , ... 

C 0 R A L L 0 R E N Z E N --------�---------------

(1925-1988) 

Coral Lorenzen died Apr i l 12, 1999 of natural causes. Her 
int�r�st in the UFO phenomena �egan in 1934 at the age of 9 when 
her and two playmat�s saw a hem's�her'c object cross the western 

sky from west to north . This spark�d her inter est . Her second 
si9h t i n9 c•me in June, 1947 when she ob served a tiny round 

ob Ject le�v� the ground and quickly moyed s �ra i gh t up into the 
sky and qvickly disappeared. 

During the ne xt five years she made ma�y contacts with 
people interested in the subject of UFQs. ln January� 1952 she 
began contact i ng the� to form APRO. The main thrJ s t of her 
idea was to preserv� i n formation which other w i se w��ld have 
been l�st to his t ory . 

Tht�ough the yeat·s Ml"'s. Lc·t-enzen hF\S he 1d .add it i ana 1 
positions .as a correspondent and feature writer for various 
newspapers and was employed by the Un , ted States Air Force at 
Holloman Air Force Base where she became f amil i a r with Air Force 
procedures and missile test iDg. 

She is the author Cor co-author with her husband Jim) of 

seven books: Flying Saucers-The Star tl ing Evidence of the 
Invasion f�om Outer Space <originally entitled The Great Flying 
Saucer Hoax 1962r1966); The Shad o w of the Unknown <1970>; 
Flying Saucer Occupants (1967)J UFOs Over the Americas <1968>; 

UFOs-The Whole Stor y (1969); Encounters with UFO Occup an ts 
(1976>; and Abducted (1977). 

Mrs. Lorenzen felt strongly that UFO researchers should 
concentrate o� lmprovlng the quality of investig�tions and 

therefore reports and attempts to see that the results are made 

available to the scientif,c comm� nl ty . She felt that the 

th ousands qf repor ts of UFOs in th� sky, on �he ground, and 
accom��nied by hu��noid pccupants lndlcate that a careful� 
methc·dic 1 and in-depth study of et'!ltrth anfj its inhabitants is 
unde1� way. 
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ON UFO TRAIL 

From November 1953 until January 1958, I had been checking out 
UFO incidents which had some to :ow �ttention, usually from newspar_..er 
accounts, which were mostly distorttd by newsmen with Journalistic Licence. 

During early January, 1958, I noticed in a local Nashville, Tennessee 
newspaper that Major Donald Keyhoe woulrt appear on the CBS coast to coast 
television network. · At that time, l..fajor Keyhoe was Director o.f the National 
Investigations 6ommittee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP). The one hour program 
was to be equally divided bet\-Ter�n an Air Force Spokesman and the Major. 

Needless to mention that I was on hand with TV w·armad \lP and my 
fami� ready to watch anrl listen. 

The Air Force spokesman was the first to s JEak clurinr, which time 
he elaborated on known hoaxes, ntis taken identities, natural pheno-,ena. 
He carefully avoided mention of the solid, investigated cases When his 
half hour perio·i expired, he kept talking about nonsense cases. By the time 
he had finished talking, Major Keyhoe had only ten minutes to present his side 
of the a.rgu.rnant. 
i·iajor Keyhoe had been td.lkiug for uuly .Lour· u·ti.nute3, .-;hen the sound f.:1 .. l0d 
frorn ·rr.y set. Thinking the prohlel11 was rela ted to my TV, T turne1 the contr)l 
to full volume. Still no sound. When the sound returned, the grinning 
Air F'orcP. spokesman was back on saying " yo ur Air Force would n0t rt�i thold 
the facts." 

The next morning a short paragraph was published in the loc al 
newspaJ:er, stating that Major Keyhoe had been deliberayely cut off the air! 
I immediately wrote a letter to the NICAP Director, asking for details on 
v.rhat he was tryine to disclose when he was cut off tr!e air. 

Since thousands of viewers were writine to Nr··;AP, it was necessary 
for the Major to answer in mimeograph form. 

In later correspondence, Keyhoe explained that the T·v Of€rators in 
ths control room had orders to cut the sowYl if he deviated from the tele-
pro·npter. Before the begin11ing of the tel•3cast, when his s cri pt T.-n.s sho:-·n 
to the Air Force representatives, the station was warned that he (the Air 
force spokes rna. n.) would immediately deny the docurne nts existed, if Keyhoe W3.9 
rermltted to refer to the documents. This wenld also include denouncine 
the quoted source - their own former Project cpief. Tn addition, though 
the TV prograrn officials tried to present an impar·ti�l pro�rarr1, the '\ir 
P0rce insisteace on an unfa:i.r share of the time forced K8yhoe to delete 
maey .factual items refuting most A.F. clai'l'ls. Among these was the listin� 
of official orders which silenced 1\rrned fi'orces Per3onnel, cit i_ng an �.F. 
letter to N'tCAP by Gen�ral Joe Kelly, Director Legisl3.tiv-e Liaison, H.3AF, 
re fusi ne to releJse UFO reports and 3rlmittine they w�re classified for 
official 11se only. 

At that time, January 1958, I joined iJ[CAP and remained '1 member 
until 1976, wrten it was disconti nn�tl uy Jlslw!les 1 ililu�11ces. 

This year, 19AR, so much UFO activity w�s dev8lopin� i!l 1\nstrdlia, 
t.hat I consin�red po·'>tponin·-� nw annuB 1 v-isit t-ri th overseas friends and 
researchers, unt.il a colleag··1e informed me tl-.at a special conference was 
to be held in �ureka Sprin�s Arkansas. The mai.n speaker$ were to be Al. Chc"'r, 
a retired civilian \-lho was on the U:3AF press desk during his time of acti V(� 
serv ice , and retired Air F'orce lajor Dewey fi'ournet, Project Bluebook LiaL1on 
Officer in the Pentagon during the e.Jrly years of ·\ F in1restisat i_ �n3. 
-�fter his r�tirement, Fournet beca'Tle a board m:��h:�r of N1C,\P in 1957. 

It was a plea·�nre t'J visit lvlth ::Jewey ?our�v�t in �ureka Springs 
· and discnss so:ne of the events which t.r::tqspirert cL1rin� thElt poriod of interest. 



nnri ne hi.s lP.�t,nr.A, li'onrnet. arl111i.t· ted that offici�l·iom c:oul1 

hr�ve bee!l u�in� �roj ec t Bluebook as !1 'tnpP-. n,..,"J�V'-'r, vrl--en he retireri 
he was so diszusted with the Hhole subject, due to h0axers, unscrupulous 
newsmen and last but not least) th:. poor as.=;ist:1nce from the sclenti.fic 
commu�1ity. Time and tirrte ag::ti.n1 rerrf3semtatives of th� -�ir Force had 

4 . 

called on the scientific com·nuni ty for explanation:. of wbat their pilots 
and the public were observ1ng, on1y to receive tbe ridiculous expl:ln-l tions 
similar to those we receive to this day. 

Unfortunately, Al Chop w� s unable to a p: edr due to his wife's 
illness but the Al Chop video was shot-rn in its entirety, and. with the 
other SI�akers on the program, I consider it to be one of the most 
interesting c onfe rences I have ever attended. Congratul1tions to 
Bill Pitts, WJFON Director or Arka�sas for org.'111ising thd:s most unique 
and outst3ndine conference. 

PI\Ul NORMAN 
....................... 

VICTOntAN UFO 
• nur A nett soceu v 

FOf ,..,., ... lnllltvltwt wltl• wllnttlllt wfon hevt ""'"•••olouol<l'!flllll,.,l llylua nlof,.r.lt. 

lhe Suc�ly ltln cfhtr.l cnnlac.l """" lr.,llna tr.i,.nlhll wlon alt .. ,.Jtavooulng to 
,.,, ... '"' ur o '"'"""'"""•· 

,,,,,. lnlttttltlf ... '"'' tulolrrl mey tllhtr.ollw! '" lhp 1\uuraliafl or 0 nun .. ,;, 
ro Rn• 4J, Mnftfahloln, VIc., 3109. • 
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ge Sterling dead at 56; 

some rulings controversial 
U.S. District Judge Ross Neumann 

Sterling. 56. some of whose rulings 
stirred controversy and who was a 
member of a prominent Texas polili­

·cal and oil 
famtlv. died 
today ·in a lo­

cal hQspital a f. 
ler a brief ill­
ness. 

His death 
leaves two va­
c a n c i e s 
among district 
judges in the 
federal South· 
ern District of Sterling 
Texas. Presi- (1978 photo) 
dent Reagan has appointed Ken Hoyt. 
a justice or fhe First Court of Appeals 
of Texas. to fill the othE!r ·v�cancy, bul 
the Senate has not confirmed him. 

There will be three vacancies this 
sprang when U.S. District Judge John 
V. Singleton Jr., the chief judge of the 
Southern District of Texas, takes 
senior status. 

"It means a hell of a case load for 
the other judges," Singleton said. 
Cases pending in Sterling's court are 
expected to be distributed among the 
other judges in the Southern District. 

Singleton also praised Sterling as 
"an excellent U.S. distriCt judge." 

U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas. is 
expected to recommend Sterling's 
successor - a recommendation the 
president is almost certain to follow. 
It is considered unlikely, however, 
that a successor can be decided upon, 
cleared by the U.S. Department of 
Jus�1r.e and confirmed by the Senate 
befvre Congress adjourns next fall for 
the campaign. 

In cases involving police officers 
convicted of wrqngdomg in the Joe 

Campos Torres civil rights case, Ster­
ling's rulings aroused criticism. Both 
rulings were ultimately overturned 
by a federal appeals court. 

In cases involving oil companies, 
Sterling dismissed some of the 1979 
charges against defendants in the 
cases. which involved violations of 
U.S. Department of Energy regula­
tions by several oil firms. The U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit 
reinstated the charges. 

Most of the cases ended with plea 
bargains. 

The Joe Campos Torres case, which 
stemmed ·from the drowning of Tor-. 
res in 1977 while in custody of Hous­
ton police. occasioned protest and 
threats against Sterling after he sen­
tenced three police oUicers to pro­
baled sentences on felony charges of 
conspiring to deprive Torres of his 
civil rights. He also sentenced the 
officers to one-year prison terms on a 
misdemeanor count stemming from 
the Torres death. 

When death threats were made 
a�ainst Sterling in the aftermath of 
the sentences, U.S. marshals guarded 
him for a lime. 

The 5th Circuit Court of Appeals 
overturned the probations and re· 
rnanded the case to Sterling for re· 
sentencing. He then sentenced the 
oHicers to a year and a day on the 
felony count. to run concurrently with 
the misdemeanor sentence. 

Sterling also was the lrial judge in 
the 1987 case of Galveston millionaire 
Shearn Moody Jr., who was convicted 
by a jury of misusing funds from a 
family trust. Sentencing was pend ing 
at the time of Sterling's death. 

At h is death. Sterling was next in 
line lo become chief judgt' of the 
federal Southern District ofT ,..;ts at 

the end of March to succeed .Judge 
Singleton, who must give up the job 
because he will have reached lhe age 
of 70. U.S. District Judge James 
DeAnda is now next in line for the 
position, which goes to the judge with 
the longest term or service. 

Judge Sterling was the grand 
nephew of Texas Gov. Ross S. Ster· 
ling, who brought in two oil wells that 
evolved into what today is Exxon 
USA. Gov. Sterling served one term 
as the state's chief executive during 
the Depression of the early 1930s. 

The judge was a 1956 graduate of 
the University of Texas School of 
Law. Before President Ford ap· 
pointed him to the federal bench in 
1975, succeeding A11en B. Hannay. 
Sterling was a partner in the Houston 
law firm of Vinson and Elkins. spe­
cializing in federal practice. 

At the time, Ronald Heagan crili· 
cized that and other of Ford's ap­
pointments in states where presiden­
tial primaries were scheduled. 
Reagan called the appo intments ex­
amples of Forrf's using the powers or 
the presidency to further his political 
fortunes. 

Sterling also was law clerk for l'.S. 
Appeals Court Judge John R Brown. 
Long active in Republican politics. 
Sterling served as a GOP precinct 
judge and as a delegate to the 1966 
Republican slate convention. 

He leaves his wife. Dakota Ehman 
Sterling; a son, Ross Ehman Sterling: 
his mother, Mrs. B. Frank Sterling. 
all of Houston; ·a sister, Mrs. R.C. 
Mastrovito of New York; and a 
brother, B. Frank Sterling Jr. of San 
Diego, Calif. 

· 

Geo. H. Lewis & Sons. 1010 Bering. 
will announce arrangements. 



Interstate Report 

This case was recorded just prior to the Knowlc3s Encounter,. 1987 • 
5 . 

.. 1onday, 14th December, a pproxi:nately 10. 30p. m. on a deser t,ed country road 
in Tasmairl.a. ... 
The male dri ve'r, ·aged Cl;bout 33 years was driv ing a petrol driven C9.r J 

when he observed a 'light in the sky, which followed him for five to s·ix 
kilimr.ters. 

' 

He first thought it 1-1as a. helicopter, until the light landed on the road 
in front of the car, about 30 �eters a·w-ay. 

· 

; � .. 
The·driver braked:and stopped, the engine died and the lights of the car 
went out� the driver then applied the hand brake and ran from the vehicle, 
down the road and hid behind a traG. Fro� there he observed the car beine 
physically drawn towarda_ the oval shaped lieht . 
Another vehicle �rrived on the scene, from behind him. The farmer, thinking 
an accident had occurred, stopped near the driver . The lights on the four 
wheel drive went out, but the engine kept running. Both men observed the 
object for a few minutes until it took off at an angle and disappeared 
into the night sk,y. 

The first car, which was white, was covered in a black powde � substance 
and the tar on the road, where the object had landed, was melted. 
Both witnesses have kept in touch with each other since the encounter, but 
wish to remain ano�ous. 

In an int�rview with the first driver , the following facts emerged:­

There is a two hour time loss the driver cannot account for - · 
After leaving the scene, the entire electric al system on the car 
had to be rePlaced. 
The witness states he �an now pick up thought transmissions from 
peoPle as if they were talking to him. 
When sitting at home in the r3Venings, witness at times gets an _ 

urge to to outside, and state3 that cats are novl terrified of him. 
ijeither witness suffered headaches or other r elated illnes s , noted 
by ua in similar cases • . _Pri or to this experience, witness had no interest in ·uF01 s. 

Anotqer i nteresting detail; the witnes� was approached. by three ·men in 
the street, a pparently two Americans and one Australian who t-rere wearing 
old style suits.:.. reminiscent of the 30's.- and who advi sed him -�ot to 
t.a.lk to c.uXfvn� about, the encounter, otharwiSi? ha n-ould be ridiculed. 
They told him also, things about his personal life wtich woulrl n0t have 
been known by aqyone other than htm. 
The men were'described as ' short back and sides ' Mafia type characters. 

We tried to trace the hire car they were in, but could not . 
The wi_tnes·s is a quiet family man, successf1ll in busine ss and respected 
in the community, b�t at the moment is a ver,r confused hwnan beins . 

TINE 
UERE 

COST 

Investigation by Pat Jildea. 

DISCUSSION · NIGHT ! 
for your Dia....!:l, 
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·:.a: oovm 

08 
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'The Royol SQciely of VJctorJo' 
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THE KNOWLES-NULLARBOR 
?ART-2 ENCOUNTER BY 101/N.AUCHETTL 

e Mrs Knowles • • •  "All of a sudden this thing was on the roof." Picture: CHANNEL SEVEN 

Mrs Knowles: ·"We thought we were dying." 

e The Knowles family with the tyre they soy was 
blown out In the Nullqrbor "encounte�"· 



Scientists 
c�amor for 

U data 
BLACK dust or a.sh found on 

the clr involved in the NuU:ubor 
PIJ1ns UFO scar la.st week was 
duf. to 1 tyr� blo out 1nd e:cc:es­
sive braking, ind j>Cndent experts: 
h;ne dai1 <:d. 

Tlte- Knowles family of Pertft. 
c:fa med their c:1r was picked up 
.1nd ihakcn by visitOr$ from space 
on the Eyre · Hiabway early on 
W tdncsd.a y; 

But scientir�e uperu. hirat by 
the Chaftftel Seven network to 
c::ury out teSts on the car, claim 

·the black dtut ��� and in the ar 
wu the result of bumina shredd­
ins rubber snd excessive brake 
wc::tr followin1 a lyre blow-Qut. 

Oifici.tl police results on the 
sub:stanc:e ue expected l:uer thiJ 
w�� · . 

. Theories put rorward by other 
scientists u they await the results 
of forensic: tests include meteor­
ites and dry thunderstorms.. 

Profcuor Peter Schwerdt· · 
ferggc r, hC3d. of meteorology at 
Flinders Univenity, said the de­
tailt were consistent witlr a thun­
derstorm in which charged dust• 
particles created a. ball of liaht­
nin&. 

He aid the fine ash coverin1 · 
the ar could have been a product 
o( the liahtnina snd the viol_eiu 

sh3king of tho vehicle 1 result oi 
the storm. 

A rcsearclJ physicist from Wlll­
lcingong University_. �r Gle� 
�foore. said the fanuly s eapcn­
o:nce was C11ftSiJt�nt with the phc· 
nomenon offaUing meteorites. . 

l.:adins UFO researchers in 
the United States have re3cted 
with a miAtate Of C�temcnl .lftd. 
envy to thc·Knowles family's en­
counter. Some said it could be­
come the mast imporunt sighting 
yet 

.. , c:1n't t.ltink·of tny other cue 
like it. .. said Mr George Eberhart. 
from the Clricago-based J. L. Hy· 
nek Centre for l.i FO Studies ... It's 
1ncredible.l wish.� C3541ike.thiJ 
had happened here." · 

· 

The Hy1ek Cent re receives 
1bout �jO reported aightinp from. 
Jll over t�'lJS every year. : · 

''rd say about 9 S. perccRt of 
them ��rere either uplainablc or 
houcs." �id Mr Eberhart. .. Ob­
viously there are ones which are 
genuine. This C3S<e (the .'-tundra­
billa sigh(ins). if it hold.s liP well, 
sounds like the perfect C3Se. I'd 
fovc,.to >ec the analysis. o� that 
a>h. . . 

A number· of w e rt - known 
AmcricJns have tlso claimed to 
have seen U FOs.. 

These include; 
• Former President Mr Jimmy 

Cuter. who saw 1 UFO while 
Governor of Gcoraia and filed 1 
report on it: · 

• Sc:nJtor Barry Goldwater, 1 
t�ined pilot, who has had sc-vcr;ll 
cncounten: · 

• Former BeatJe Johlf Lennon. 
who 1.1nc:e tried tO photograph 3 
L FO from hiJ apartment� .. 

• furmcr world heavy...:.ei1lit 
champion bo•er 1\funammad ""'t­
who says he has experienced more. 
lhan 20 ,jghtinp� · 
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THE Knowles family 
was telling the truth 
about seeing a UFO 
last Wedne sday, 
according to the first 
person to see the terri­
tied family after their 
encounter. 

Melbourne truck driver 
Graham Henley yesterday 

· said the family was n ow 
upset that people could 
think �Y · made up or 
imagined the encounter on 

, the Nullarbor Plains. . 
Mr Henley said "shell­

shocked'' members o! the · Knowles family received 
medical treatment !or a 
"nervous condition" at the 
weeken d. 

He said theories aimed 
at debunking Wednes­
day's encounter near the 
W A·SA border were "a lot 
ot rot••. 

One theory was that the 
· dus t on the car roo! came 

from over-heated brakes. 
"I felt the sooty material 

on the roof of the car and it 
was not brake dust," Mr 
Henley a aid. 

"I've been around the 
car racing scene ·and I 
know what brake dust ls 

.llke. 
· "'nlis stuff was a tlne 

aillcon-type _material. It 
was Hke powdered glass. it 
had an incredible feel to it. 

"Brake dust only gets on 
the wheels, not on the roof 

· . . . and the brakes weren't 
even hot. 

"It was the coolest part 
ot the day and the road is 

. virtually straight for about 
75 km, so they would hard­
ly have used their brakes." 

Mr Henley said he was 
convinced w h e n  t h e  
Knowles first told him 
what they_ had .seen 20 
minutes earlier; "I knew 
they had seen. something 
when I saw the terror on · 

their !aces - even the dog 
was cowering in the car� . · 

- "Mrs Knowles was near 
hysterics. One of the boys 
1s stUl ln a state or shock. 

" I have seen people after 
they've had bad accidents 
-they are more shocked. 
These people were abso­
lutely terrified. 

"I am totally convinced 
that they had a terrifying 
experience . . .  but I can't 
explain lt. 

"Despite tneir hysteria 
everything was e xac tly as 
they described it when we 
we n t back to the scene. 

"We saw the foot prints 
wher e they went back to 
the bushes to hide and the 
marks left by the U-tum to 

get away from it (the 
UFO)." 

Mr H enley said the 
Knowles and several mem­
bers of the family had had 
medical treatmen t at the 
weekend: "I believe they 
were treated as people 
with a nervous condition." 

He said some theories 
about what the Knowles 
had seen were ridiculous: 
"There .was no ,. rain , or 
lightning in the area at all, 
and there are no street 

· lights for miles." 
The Knowles claimed 

dents in their car roof were 
caused by the UFO pick­
ing up their vehicle. 

"There ..is no w�Y that 
the car was rolled because 
the trent end was not mis­
aligned. nor was there the 
damage you would get 
from rolling a car," Mr 
Henley said. 

"One dent in the roof 
w a s  p a rt ic u l a r l y  pro­
nounced but I hit the roof 
a n d  couldn't make a 
den t. " 

Meanwhile. Mrs Pajauta 
Patupis. a motel licencee 
at Eucla. near the W A·SA 
border, yesterday said she 
saw what appeared to be a 
UFO on January 5. 

She said she saw a craft 
w it h r e d a n d  whi t e  
flashing tights a t  about 
9 pm on a clear night. 

"My husbnd and I saw lt 
c oming from the west, it 
turned around and sort of 
stood still. It was very 
close to the ground," Mrs 
Patupis_· said. 
· "The . stra ngest thing 
was that it had no engine 

. noise. ·. . 
"We reported it to air 

tramc con trol in Perth and 
they said there were no 
plane� in. t.he-art!a." , . 
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Nulla UFO 
movie bid 
PERTH - You've seen 
Close Encoutlters of the 
Third Kind, now brace yourself for Invasion of the 
Car Snatchers. 

Yes, the Knowles fam­
Ily ' s story of an encounter 
with a UFO on the Nullar­bor Plain could hlt the big screen. 

A "story scout" for tete- · 
visio n compan y Aaron 
SpeJllng, best known for 
its glossy soap DytlaSl1J, picked up the story afte r it 
was given wide n ew s 
coverage in th e US. 

Th e c o m p a n y i s  
n egotiati n g  wit h 
Adelaide's Channel 7 for 

th e rights to the story. 
An Aaron Bp elllng 

spokesman ln Los A ngeles 
said he had been trying to 
contact th e Knowles' who 
ar e holidaying in Mel­bourne. 

-AAP 
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U WAS a pleasant day in 
Perth on January 1 9  when 
the Knowles family set off 
from their Midlands home 
for a two-week holiday 
visiting relatives in Mel­
bourn�. 

The family - Mrs Faye 
Knowles, in her 40s, and her 
three sons, Patrick, 24, Sean, 
2 1 .  and W�yne, 18 - loaded 
their blue 'X"elstar sedan with luggage and the two dogs. 
. They were detennined to do 
the trip in the shortest pos­
sible time by each 'taking a 
turp at the wheel. 

It was about 5 am W A time 
and the family was about two 
hours from the SA border. 
They had been driving all 
night and lt was Sean's turn 
a� the wheel. About 40 km 
ahead Jay Mundrabilla, a tiny 
spot on the map with only one 
building. a roadhouse. 

As far as the famUy could 
see, the terrain was a mono­
tony of nat, sandy 'desert dot­
ted with small bushes and 
outbreaks of scrub. 

The bitumen road stretch­
ed · dead straight into the 
huge, orange sun just peeping 
over the horizon to light up a 

. clear. new day. 
All the family members 

. were awake, taking in the 
spe c t a c u l a r  s u n r i s e  and 
noting the huge transports 
that occasionally roared past. 

Suddenly, they were later 
to reca)l, another light came 
over the horizon, making a 
loud, humming noise - prob­
ably just another truck, they 
thought at first. 

This. · then, is what the 
Kn owles c l a i m  ha ppened 
next:  

The glowing light started 
pe rformin g mind-bogglin g 

· aerobatics. It honed in on 
passing trucks, playing a 
came of chase with them, One 
second it was above one truck 
and in a flash, behind. It sped 
back to the highway in front. 

Sean drove towards it ,  
curious, but lt took off. 

Then in the rear vision miJ"· 
ror he spotted it, a huge, 
white light about 1 metre 
wfde with a yellow core, bear­
ing down on them. It was 
shaped like an egg in an egg 
cup. lt was coming right at 
them. 

T h e  fa m i l y  p a n i c k e d .  
Nothing they had seen before 

· resembled it. . 
Sean pressed hard on the 

accelerator - he was doing 
200 kmh - but the object 
whizzed up to the car. Faye 
Knowles screamed in terror. 

The object was hissing. It 
seemed to engulf them. As the 
family yelled to each other, 
their voices came out deeper, 
in slow motion. The dogs 
went crazy. 

Suddenly, like a monstrous 
eagle with its talons poised, 
the object gripped the car 
roof and swept it from the 
�ound. The Knowles say it 
shook them violenty. 

The family was in shock. 
They said later they thought 
they were going to die. 

Faye Knowles said she un­
w o u n d  t h e  w i n d o w  a n d 
touched the object but quick­
ly, terrified, snatched her 
hand inside. She had felt huge 
suction caps locked on the 
roof l!ke a leech. 

The object puffed out a 
screen of black, foul-smelling 
dust. 

And then, abruptly, the ob· 
ject released them, �s if it had 
had its fun. The cat slammed 

. into the ground with such 
force a tyre blew out. 

The Knowles, terrified that 
the object would h� back for 
the kill, scrambleG' !'>:om the 
c ar and hid in the sc rub. 

They said they watched it 
hover for a while, then leave. 

Sean changed the tyre and 
they drove off. In their haste, 
the family left the car's jack 
on the road. 

They sped the 40 km to 
Mundrabilla and stopped at 
the roadhouse where they 
told two truckles of their 

· ordeal. 
One said he, too, had seen 

the light. Both truckies told 
the owner of the roadhouse 
that the lads were white and 
shaking. Faye was in tears. 

The Knowles then drove 
600 1km to Ceduna in SA, 
where they reported the inci­
dent to pollee. 

Within hours news of the 
"close encounter" in tne Aus­
tralian Outback was making 
headlines around the world . 

Crew on two fishing boats 
in the Great Australian Bight 
a pparently confirmed the 
sighting, reporting they had 
b e e n  b u zzed by s t range 
lights. 

So what did happen? Was 
the Knowles family telling 
the truth or was the whole 
episode a hoax? 

One question so far un­
answered is why the family 
did not report the incident at 
Eucla police station, just on 
from Mundrabllla. 

Sgt Dennis Sutton, who 
lives in a house adjoining the 
station, mans the station with 
four other officers. 

"We didn't and· still haven't 
heard from them," he said 
this week. 

"They could have called in 
here. I live here. I don't know 
why they didn't. "  . 

It was 1 pin when the 
Knowles family arrived in the 
fishing town of Ceduna, on 
the edge of the Nullarbor. 

Sgt Jim Furnell had just 
had lunc h when the dis­
traught family stormed into 
his office. 

He took a statement and 
tried to calm them. 

He is convinced the family 
did experience something out 
of the ordinary. 

"They were very shaken up. 
I got the impression they had 
seen something," he said. 

"We talked for an hour and 
a half. They were physically 
upset as 1f someone close had 
died. They were convinced it 
was a UFO. 

"I got the impression it was 
a meteorite - you do get 
meteorites that are attracted 
to metal substances. But you 
couldn't  su ggest i t ,  they 
would have laughed at that." 

In her statement to Sgt 
Furnell, Faye Knowles did 
not report that she put her 
hand up to the roof of the car 
and touched the object. 

That aspect of the incident 
only came out during a later 
TV interview. 

"She certain
. 

ly didn't say 
that to us:· Sgt Furnell said. 

"With a glowing thing that 
looked like a. ball of fire you 
would n ' t  touch it, would 
you?" 

He said · there seemed to 
have been exaggeration in 
newspapers. Faye Knowles 
did not report there was lug­
gage on the roof, so there was 

doubt about allegations that 
pents on the car's roof were 
made by a luggage rack . 

"That sounds like some 
journalist trying to gild the 
lily to me," he said. 

And reports of the sighting 
by the fishing boats also had 
been exaggerated, he said. 

Fore n s i c  s a m p l e s  w e re 
taken from the Knowles' car 
by a Port Lincoln investigator · 
who happened to be in . town 
that day but he did not 1m­
pound the c ar. 

Sgt Furnell said he didn't 
think the drama warranted a 
SA pollee investigation. 

"No offence has been com­
mitted here," he said. 

Sgt Furnell told the family 
they should go to the UFO 
Research Centre in Adelaide 
and have further tests on the 
car "because they wanted to 
know what it was, I wanted to 
k n o w  w h a t  i t  w a s  a n d 
everyone in town wants to 
know wha t it was". 

H e  r a n g  the R e s e a rc h  
C e n tre a n d  o rganised a n  
appointment for the family. 
then rang Sgt Sutton at Eucla 
pollee station and reported 
the incident so W A police 
could investigate the scene. 

S gt Sutton sent out two 
men to look at the area and 
they were at the stretch of 
road at 2 pm W A time. 

"We've got nothing, no evi­
dence," Sgt Sutton said this 
week. 

"There were no skid marks, 
j ust tyre prints where people 
trying to get a look had been. 
Someone earlier found the 
jack and that's been for­
warded to another station for 
them to collec t. 

"There were footprints but 
we don't know whose is  
whose. There was no evidence 
of black ash substance." 

Sgt Sutton said it was im­
possible for him to properly 
mvestigate the case without 
speaking to the family or ex­
amining the car. 

He said -there had been 
occasional reports of UFO 
sightings - mainly reports of 
strange lights - but added: 
"Things tend to get exagger-
ated in the bush. '' . · 

Sixteen years ago Eucla 
was at the centre of in­
ternational attention over the 
Nullarbor Nymph, a near­
naked blonde seen by bus­
loads of tourists on the �yre 
Highway. 

The media descended 
- but the nymph turned 
out to be an elaborate 
hoax staged by locals. 

But Sgt Sutton is con­
·vinced the Knowles ram. 
l ly  e x pe rienced some­
thing strange. 

"No matter what has 
happened since the origi­
nal  story ,  w h i c h  h a s  
obviously been changed a 
bit, something happenec;i 
out there and I believe 
that." he says. 

The Knowles never ar­
rived for their appoint­
ment at the UFO research 
centre in Adelaide. Along 
the way a truck driver 
had got wind of the weird 
goings-on and contacted 
the press. 
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A re�dezvous was or­
ganised by Frank Pangal­lo of Ch�nnel Seven, 
Adelaide, on behalf of 
Hinch at Seven, to meet 
the Knowles at Wudinna. 

He offered the family 

$500Q for an interview, on 
eondjtlon they not dis­
<;uss the story with any 
�ther media · group for 
three months. 

Others were a� ous to 
get the exclusive. 

If the family had been 
more patient it might 
have collected the $20,000 
Mr Pangallo claimed the 
Mike Wlllesee team was 
prepared to otrer. 

But Mr Pangallo got to 
them drst, organised a 
hire car tor them to get to 
MelJJoume and arranged 
for tests on the car. 

The tests were done by 
Mr Monty Luke, of Aus­
tralian Mineral Develop­
ment Laboratories, who 
later reported the dust 
w a s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
ma t e r i a l  fro m  b ra k e  
linings. 

He said dents on the 
c ar, where the object 
allegedly gripped the root, 
had been there for some 
time ·and were consistent 
with wear and - tear. 

The ftnding had the 
cynics grinning. It over­
turned reports that SA 
forensic pollee had found 
the substance to be un­
identitl.able. 

B u t  t h i s  w e e k  i t  
emerged that those first 
reports w�re exaggerated. 

"That'� all bulldust," 
boomed Supt Schulz, who 
is in charge of the SA 
forensic pollee. 

"There wer� no volumes 
of substance at all on the 
qehicle.  For interest's 
sake, we did take what we 
call a tape Utting and 
that's only a case of press­
ing tape on to the vehicle, 
lifting specks of dust and 
grtme. 

"I have the sample here 
and I've looked at it and 
read the report. 

"AU I have is two little 
slides with a m.Lnlscule 
amount of grime or subst· 
ance on lt. It's probably 
road grime anyway. 

"The press here have 
grabbed the car and sec­
luded it ln the shed of a 
wesG·CQast hotel so we 
never had a vehicl� with 
which to compare this 
stu1f, which ls what scien· 
ti$tS need as a standard." 

Supt S�hulz said he 
feared having the slide 
exa,rnined would only tuel 
media speculation. 

"There has been no ex­
a.mlna�ion, there will be 
no examination," he said. 

"The otrence occurred 
in Western Australia. No 
offence has taken place in 
South Australia. 

''If  they (WA police)  
v;ant this, they can have 
all we've got with joy. It's 
about time people were 
told the facts," he said. 

�atever the truth in 
the incident, all witnesses 
said the Knowles family 
appeared to be genuinely 
shocked, horrified and 
distraught. 

¥rs Judith Magee and 
other members of the Vic­
torian UFO Research So· 
c iety , interviewed the 
famll'li in Melbourne last 
Monday night. 

"One or the ftrst thlng 3 
Faye Knowles said to me 
was it was good to be able 
to talk to somebody with· 
out being ridiculed," 
Magee said. . 

"She told me she had 
felt the big suction pad on 
the car and it was like the 
neck of a turtle-nec k 
jumper." · 

Members of the society 
new to Perth last week ft:l 
their own lnvestlgatlo:ns. 

Channel Seven's M t 
Pangallo said he was in 
daily contact with the 
family. He said they had 
seen a doctor for stress 
a n d  w e r e  distraug hi;. 
They had to be sedated 
twice last week. 

He said they would still 
be rar too traumatlsed to 
speak about the incident. 

However, I had rung the 
family 30 minutes earlier. 

Faye Knowles was in 
bed , resting, but Sean 
said he would be happy to 
talk about the incident lf l  
was wtlllng to pay for the 
privUege. 

The Sun declined the 
otrer. 

The determination of 
the Knowles family to 
make money out of its 
experience has given the 
cynics added ammunition 
in their claim that the 
entire event was a hoax 
aimed at making money. 

But people who saw the 
family in the hours atter 
the incident are con· 
vlnced they had been 
through some sort ol 
ordeal. 

What did happen? The 
reality is that we might 
never know. 

JUST w ho DO you run to 
In h o r r o r  w h e n  t h a t  
s t r a n g e  o b j e c t  loom s 
ovr.r your hack y a rd -
or fa m i ly car? 

"Not us, not us," a n  
adamant ()epartment or 
A v i a t i o n  s p o k e s n1 a n  
sa id yesterday. 

What about the a i r  
· t ra ffic c o n t r o l lers a t  

Melbourne a i rport? 
S u re l y  they monito r 

u n i d e n t i fied h o v e r i n g  
pecu l i ari ties. 

"Oh God, don't tell  
them to r i n g  us. We 
a l ready ,:r.t the c rack­
pots cal hng u s  from a l l  
over," a spokesman said. 

Ah, the polic� t hen? 
" W e  a rc cl efi n l t e l r 

NOT the ones to investi­
gate any reports of a 
U FO," a pol ice spokes­
man :o;aid firmly. 

n u t , s h e  c o n c e d e d ,  
m o !'; t  p e o p l e  u s u a l l y  
bolted t o  the nearest 
pol lee station anyway. 

"We tell  them to ring 
the a irforce. They usu al-

ly know if then's any 
space junk or anyth i ng 
flying about." 

So i t's the Jt A A F  who 
i s  r e s p q n s i b l e  f o r  
,1 e fc n d l n g  h o t h  o u r 
shores and san i ty - to 
i n v e s t i g a t e t h e w i l d  
a�sert ions and the se­
rious sightlngs? 

T h e  R A A F  w a s n ' t  
a n s w e r i n g  t h e  phone 
yesterday. 
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U FOs avoid 
the cities 

I F ,  as U F O  bellevers claim, 
visitors from outer space 
are anxious to find out how 
we live on Earth and how 
advanced we are, why do 
they always appear in very 
lonely and isolated places, 
frighten the l i fe out of the 
occupants of the only car 
for hundreds of kilometres, 
buzz them like a show-off 
pilot, then disappear? 

Do they know before­
h a n d s u c h  p l a c e s  a re 
known to be subjected to 
heat and electrically in­
duced disturbances, and 
t h ese w i l l  c o v e r  t h e i r  
tracks? 

If  they are honest up-

right citizens of a distant 
galaxy, genuinely seeking 
Information, why not land 
on o ne of our large cities 
and find out for themselves 
e x a c t l y  w h a t  sta ge o f  
evolu tion w e  o n  E a rth 
have reached? 

When one l a nds in Ben­
digo, and I can see it, feel 
it,  touch i t  and converse 
with the occupants, I will 
believe such things exist. 

- Proof Please 
< Bendigo). 
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Allee Spring' I' a 
p o p u l • r  t o u r i s t  
d • s t l n a t t o n  • • •  b u t  
c:ovtd II also b• • 
lavorlt• spot for vlsl·  
tors from a no l h•r 
fj4&Mif 

rnth:!! Cnn•tahh• nnct 
rcocn·• 1111ld nv�ra l UF'O 
llljthtlnjtll wu� nrnrlf'tl 
•arh :r••r In Central 
Au•lralla. 

n•rnrt • ar• !tf'nl to . .... 
f\AAP' In l lllrwln anti 

rl' rro�!H:h�c:kf'tl w llh 
ia l � l l l l tt  lnhtrm ll l lon , 
pl•- l • r y  mnv•menlll 
and th• Avl11llnn I>•· 
parlnt•nl. 

H A A P'  • r n k " �' "" ' " ·  
Wln�t (.""'"'" "''"' Alrtn 
IIane:"•· ••1<1 n wa" air  
f<r�c:• f""llr y In fully ln. 
""""11!"'" tolf!htln'-� ""'" 
lmrw·I"Hift\ dt!letu:e IA-
ciiiU"" 

"lf 11 t11 not • ..,,. Ill• " 
t'nry of our r r rort anol 
..,nd It II) Canbe rra," he 
... d . 

"Thf' RYIPra�e numhrr 
"' lll�hllnatt 1!1 U!llll,lly 
� or lwo a yf'ar. 

"We """d to r:•t 11bout 
Ill or 15 In the lllO!t. 

"II ftr•m•" It> ht! all 
�"•· �llll:" to ""!! \JF'O�t. 

• · r  rion't knnw II  WI! 
h11v"' mon• ur l!!!l!l lhllll 
M""l\l "<tlllh." 
' 'C!Ir l lanco• !lAid the 

la!!l rf'rort from Central 
"""''"""' ••• In May 
1111111. 
• T w n w o m f' n  w e r l!  

�!:: '�tr�:h� ·�;;:-:n ·� aky .  Thf'y flln>•d It w llh 
llw.lr viti"" f'am•ra and 
••nl tho! Ill� to l lou-wln . 

" l l •ndf'd up b• tnc the 
r'"""' J ur lter . "  M r  
I Iane"• llRifl. 

�<tme �tllthllnlt " "'" 
nol an """IIY " • I'I A inP.d. 

A rnl lcP. nlflc:f'r from 
ll .. rmllnntolmr��:. Weill of 
Aile" �rrtn��:e, 111 one of 
u,.. f•w '" r"rnrt an 
"""""'" lned "clo11e en. 
cnuniP.r". 

'T1tf' J'f'l lf'f'mlln Willi 
ral lf'tl on "uty )11!01 ll flt!r 
nthlnll!ht "" Nf!w Y • ar'e 
O• y. teP4 

I ... """ II .......... , ...... , 
nul nn ratrnl In Ollb•rl . 
!':rrlnll"· an nul•tallnn 
r 1 u t  t\ r f' y o n �t ll , t o  
11•arch for a •tnlf'n c11r.  

T h " Y wer• a b o u t 
2 11 1o rn f r o m  
l l f' r m ll n n !ll b u r r .  n e A r  
lhf' I IAA.•IJI 111ull tumnfl, 
whf'n lhP. l rack P.r 11aw 
llahlll to the -..th of u... 
roAd. 

i1>f'y "'""1'4'" thf' ... . 
hlclfl llnd llll W l l 1thl11 
ltllvf'lllna Inward• them 
arm!UI cootnlry. 

'T1tlnltlna "'"Y wf're 
' "" llp;hlll or l he ••hlclfl thP.y w"r• afl f'r, lhP. nfrl . 
Cf'r And l rnr.k,.r drove 
nU tllf' mild In lhe d lrtC• 
tlon of lhf' l l�thlll. 

11•"Y ""'"''"'" them 
""'"!!" thfl llcrub lnr 
11 h()ul 45 mlnulf'lt. Our. 
In,-: lhl� t lmf! II>•Y ln11t 
"''-"' nf UtP. ll�hlll eeY· 
"'"'  llmf'!ll . 

"Th•y "riW"'"ct to h-. 
rhnn11ln11 f'OitltkJn . w .. 
would lo!te elahl of them 

·ng brigh 
•nd l hf' y  would r fl ·  
" l' r • • r  ao m f' w h t� r a 
f'lllll," Ule pollcaman 
old . 

''Thll,. Wfllfl l!f'nl!f• 
a lly two llllhlll but aomfl· 
�:::.u .. ����e �:.�nit:,: 
w•r• thr,.e. 

... ;�
t 

���!-:.t ·:;,:,· ,::;r. 
recbln�dtlr In aha.,., 
but with no beam IIIla a 
hf'a•tllaht. ·: 

Thtt officer ••tel thfl 
ll�thlll llf'f'med lo be orr 
thf' J""md. 

AI nn• lime they ap. 
r"•r•cl to hfl eltttn�r on 
tnr of • IIIUid dune but 
thll rolh:tt tWO hafl 
trouble tra•elllnl up tha 
clu...,. 

fly lhfl llmfl lhf'y hout 
It"""' • m•md the """"· 
II•• llf(hllt had cllup. 
....... ct. 

Afl,.r n••rly a.n hnur 
nf tna1Ue1111 r.unu!�. l "' 
r o l l c fl  of l t! e r  a n d 
t r•cker clf!cldect "IIOmP· 
thlnll funny waa lt')ln( 
on". 110 lhf'y found lUI old 
lrAr.k In Ollhflrt 9prtn(• 
and lrllvellfld towarda 
UM oullllallllft. 

Thfl llahl• WPNI not 
11lahtetl dnrlnll thle Umt� 
but the rollco•man ancl 
trAcltn- cmtlcl 11M & llow 
oYer the hill•. 

A nfllr checklna th• lwo 

�:;�:";�,"�!�h;:!J:r:� 
nul of tha ordinary, the 
o l f l c tt r  a ncl t r a c k e r  
h•adPcl b a e "  toward• 
l lnmAnn•hurr. 

Ahnut 1100 m from the 
tumnU to the Arttyonca 
Rnlld, lhtt l l 11 h\e f P ·  
a rpf'llrf'd , t h t a  t i m e  
qulle clo•• In the car. 

··on.. llaht w•• ,..d 
""" """ white." the out. 
c�r 11ald. 

,.. "•"'" tr ....... ct 
r•rallfll to u.. car nnlU 
th11y wue about 1 11m 
from tlarmllftftAbura. 

T h •  l l �r h t •  cl t n r ·  

c:::�;�:..� :::.�� hacl 
" I f  tha llll:hla had COR• 

Unut�d In tha diNctktn 
th"J' wt�r• IMoact.od, thay 
wnulfl haYa had to haYe P • • a • d  o Y e r t w o  
c a m pe," the officer 
...... 

T h fl  l l ll h lll w e r e  
tol�thled once more on 
lhlll nl11ht. when th• 
tnu:ller ••• them abo•• 
a """" htU. 

"Titertt w""' t wo rf'cl 
ll�rht. at the lop, four 

::rr:. �U:::.�.!:t-::: 
::L:.:' u:·��::. 
cer u.Jct. 

"At no eta .. diet I -
�tbl�pe . l-' u. 

"It wae a Ytlf)' IICar)O 
••JMOrt•nctt. r ..... ._ to 
that I wu an unbelle••r, 
but new I am MIN U.N 
a r tt •uch thlnre ae 
UFO.." 

TM ofllcer ntd U... 
l rAdoar had lnlcl him U... 
uahl• had '""'n -" .,... 
fort� at Ollbert 8prtna•. 
wht�N th•Jt WfiN c•lled 
tht� "c•r lhal ne 'ft r  
comee". 

V . U . F . O . R . S . 

J U N  1986 B u l l e t i n 
7 M rt r  1 9 0 6  
C E N T R A L  
A D V OC A T E  

S PECIAL 

'l'l t e I Hl l ll e  o f  I Ul  C l l g i n o d r i v e r  Wi t �  I ' C! I ' f! l ' l ' f!d  l o  V l l i"O f l: i  r o r ·  t. l t tt 
p u r p o :J a o f  11 1 1  i n t e r v i e w c or u.: e rn 1 1 a 1� u n� p o r l n d  l. n t f l l � L O J ' I '" f r. 
wh i c h  c o i n c i d n d  w i  � � �  t n n  n p p n n rn r t c c  n l ' " "  u � t r. : q t l r d 1 1 � d  I i 1 •.1 r t. 
w h .l ! o  c nm n 1 1 1 g  t h o  N u l l n iJ o r  }' l r l i l l ,  r a n rt t ·  O o J. d n n  i n  : ; o u l. l l . 
A t t :l l rH l i.n . T h o  r e n r� o1 1  f o r  l n P.  r · � q ue !1 t wn rt l m c H u :-� e  n l ' 1 1 1 1  t t l a ­
n n l i n f � t c l o ry U !'I !J C !'I rn � l l t. o r  t h e  i u c i. d r! l l l wl t l c: h o c c u r rr! d 0 1 1  l. l t n  
n i t'.h b o f  Hl l h  J H I I W i l' Y , l <Jt1 5 . 

I t  ! 1 1 1 d  l tr- c n  p r c v i o t t !'! l y  nqto t · t n cl J . l t u l. l l l r.  d t · i v n r  l i n d  l rt i n l. • t k r. t t  
I I� ,� I i 1 : l l l H :V  H rc f l c r: l .i. 1 1 1 1  l ' r· om l h o t nd 1 1 f! l t g i. uc ' n  h r� H f l l t t�h t 
{ I H  .n. n t t w l  d u n o . 

u n  l U l h 3 e p tern ho r , th i n  y en r ., 1 111e t w i th t h e  d r l v o r u f  l. h l rlt  
A u n l nl l  iun i� n t_i o n r t l  H u i lwny p. o.odr� t rn l n  who r,rt v e  t.h o f o l l ow i ng 
d e ln i l n : l l r.  w n :�  n n  c x - po l i c c tnnr t  wh o h n d  n e r v e d 

w i t.h l i t o  �; o u l h  A u n  lrn !. i n rt l 'o l i c o Jt'orce f o r  o e v r.u y ctH'!'1 ho f o re 
h i :1  ern p l oy me n \ w i th t h o  ru i l wny n . 'l.'h c e v o u l tl l fl n o t b o r, i n  M J  
n U FO re p o r t . '!'h e rJ r l v e r nnd h i n n :� :1 l n l n n t h ml f i. ro L n po l. t ml 
n 1 i r,h t wh i dt o p p e n re d  t o  be fu l l  i l l � t owu r·•l the gr·oukHL 'fh e y  
n t  f i rn t l h our.h t l h n  U eh t  w n o  on on o i t· c rn f l .  W h e n  t h e  l i gh t 
d i o u p ve u r o d  t h e y  f o u r c d  i t  hod c ru o h o d . 

A bou t f i f t r. e n  m i r m t.en l u t. e r t. h o y  wcro o u r p r· i n e r l  t o  !1 C r.  lh o U p, l l t. 
n p p e n r Hr,oin , Ut i �  t ime n c a r  t.h e engine . 1\ t.  l i t e  n nmo l. i me t h e  
o n r; i 11 c  h o g n n  t o  l o o s e  p owe r . Uu r i nt� l h  i n  n e c o ml n p pc r:wu n c e  lhe 
h r. n d l igh.t hnd h c c n  l u rned oft oo l h o  d r i v o rn c o u l d  l J ',V t.o 
i. tl o u t. i fy t h e o u ,j e c t j u n t u h c n d  o f  the e ur, iuP. . 'l'he tl d v e r  t'IH i d  
t l t n  t when t h e  e n{� i n o bng i u  t o  l o o n o  p o w o  r t h f!  mo u we rr." n r. rt rc d  
!1 t l f f" . 1\ p o l i c • �mnn w i  l h o e v e n  y e ars e .x J • r e i e u c c  o n  l l l e  f o r c e  

u o e o  no t o cure ea �Ji l y . 

V . U . F . O . R . S  D EC 1986 

V . U . F . O . R . S .  M A R C H  1986 

The Last we�1k of Oc tobe r found me o n  the Great. A u:� t.r" : : -"!!'t !Jt gM .  , h!ol ll t,et£ 
A rea whe re I had long wl sherl to vl s i  t. Duri ng a re s t f'l:: l.•·•�at. "" �' frl e a.h 
at the Eyre Dl rd Observa tory, a tele rftoM m ssage c RJM  from Pat ra lrlea that. 
a n  object had been r•1ot.or,rapu•d oYe r  the Nullabor f'l a \  m. I l mmcd L a le J.y . 
phoned the �tot�gra Jher for de tai ls from wh� I learned that seve ral 
wi tnesses we re  envolved. 

The object was fi rs t s l gh tod on Saturd � ,  7 lh Se ptem�r at ) : 00  p m, h i gh 
in the sky a l ou t Oo degrees t.o the No r theas t a tli"J was s t. l l l  vi s l ble the 

followi ng day to the Northwe s t, unt i l  11 : 00  a m . I t  W-13 de scri bf!d as a 
bri ght s i lver looki ng object wh.l ch a howod up on the rho l.ogra J-.1 as a pi n­
poi nt. or li ght. Thl s a ppeared to be ide nti cal to an object. re i"lOrled hy N . S .W. 
l'remler Wran luo days be fore ,  near the ai rcraft. i n  wh i ch he wa.s a l �'lsser�ge r ,  
over the coast ne a r  C o t r s  Harbour. Thnt obje c t  w a s  "p1otogra }i1ed by the flr3t. 
offlcer, Gary Klsass , fratn t.hg Cl t.at.i on .\i rcrait • •  The pi lots of a n  A n� e tt 
Hoei ng  Ai rc ra f t  Cly l r.� ne arby also si;;h t.od the object and re po r f�·l t t to the" 
Ori dbane A i rport r.ontrol Tower. 

A,_ RAAl' rtl rage fi ghter was vec tored from Wi ll i :uni.O\ln to l cl� nt. l. fy a radar 
contact . The pi lo t , Flight Ll eutonant R� Franc e ,  was UnAble to J"l09 tl ve �  
i de nti ty the obj ect because o f  i t ' s  hi gh alt..l tude e s ti mAted t o  be 10 
k i 10111e te rs hi gher than the Mlraee . 

After a vi si t  wi th several of the people who had · observed the objoct over 
the Nullahor Pl ai n ,  the do serl pU on s t.ronp,l.T sugge s t.ed tha t the· object. was 
e nde ed one of the h.\ gh altl tUlia balloons vhich had been re ported -rrevl ousl,y 
o.-e r  Vi ctori a, New South Wales am South Australi a .  nut. at tha t  t.J mo the 
source or the balloons rema i ned unknown . Thank� to the }ilOtog raptor, here 
wa:'t tho o pportuni ty to l de nt.l ty tho ty pe o r  balloon An<i try to f l hll to whom 
the balloon be l onged . Tha.nks also to G3W ror compute r  analysi s o r  the Ii,otos . 
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Highton restdents tell of 
strange encounter with ' UFO ' 

TWO Hlrhton residents claim to 
bave seen a UFO over Buckley's Falls, 
and doaens of others were woken by 
an "eerie" sound early Sunday mor­
ninr. 

One couple said they were asleep 
when w h a t  sounded like " 1 0,000 
reese" nappinr their wines rhyth­
mically hovered over their Willow­
fteld Court home. 

By Rory McLeod 

ary noise I have ever heard. I w as 
terrified. 

"It was this high-pitched sound that 
kept retting louder and louder. This 
sounds ridiculous but the noise came 
i n  waves, like it was circular, but it 
wasn't a helicopter. 

"The noise seemed really close be­
hind us, but you could here i t  retting 
further away. lt was so loud i t  woke us 
up out or a dead sleep. It w as this 
squealing sound like metal being rub­
bed together." 

Mr Hurrell said the noise lasted 
about two minutes. 

The husband said he rushed out on 
to the balcony and saw three white 
lirhts moving slowly west over Buck­
ley's Falls. 

"It sounded like it was just a few 
feet above our roof. I went downstairs 
to have a look outside but we haven't 
cot as cood as view to the west:• 

''The gates were locked so there was 
no-one in the park. I certainly never 
saw anythinr but there was no mis­
taking the noise," he said. 

He said he watched the lirhts -
about 50 metres above the rround -

The vice-president of the Victorian 
Unidentified Flying Objects Research 
Society, Mr Peter Norman, said he 
received a report of a similar sighting 

Mr Norman said he would be in 
Geelong today to hopefu l l y  discover 
more deta i ls on the events of the 
evening. 

merre Into one and travel west alone 
the Ceres foothills. 

"There were no nashinr llrhts and 
no enclne sound - It  seemed to me 
like a noc:k of birds, but it  was so 
loud," he said. 

The man said a 15-year-old boy In 
Scenic Road, wh�m they knew well 
and trusted, also saw the llrhts near 
their house and over the waterfalls. 

A mother ()f two children, who lives 
next door to the couple, said she also 
heard the noise approaching from the 
Scenic Road direction about ol.lO am. 

."1 w�nt to bed very early Saturday 
rucht and was awake when I heard it," 
she said. "It was the most e;w;traordin-

about Z.lO am on Sunday over Port 
Phillip Bay. 

"We had a call from a lady i n  St 
Kilda who saw sl;��: vertical white 
lichts heading towards Geelonr that 
faded Into three.'' Mr Norman said. 

"She said they were t w i n kl i nr 
white. orange and blue and then they 
merced Into three white lichts." 

The manager of the Queens Park 
rolf course, 1\lr Peter Hurre l l  said he 
and his wife were woken by the noise 
at their residence. 

"I thought it  was the alarm to the 
office and kiosk but when I realised It ::'

o
a:�· t  I didn't co beyond the front 

checks claim 
By Rory McLeod 

P A U L  N O R M A N  h a s  
spent 35 years investigating 
UFO sightings around the 
world. 

His in vestigations have 
taken h i m through most of 
Europe,  N o rth A m e r i c a ,  
parts of Africa.  the Pacllic 
Isl ands , New Zea land a nd 
across Austral ia ,  where the 
e x patr i a te A merican h a s  
J ived since 1 963. 

In tha t  time, t.J r  Norman 
h as had only one personal 
encounter with a UFO, in 
1953. 

"That's whnt got me in­
terested in U FOs . I was a 
superin tendent of a large 
power sta t ion in Tennessee 
and, one ni�h t, this t. h ing 
s h a p e d  l i k e  a d i s c 
approached us over the river 
about the speed of a hel icop­
ter." he said. 

"There was no noise in­
volved or � nything. I t  just 
hovered near the s ta tion for 
abou t half a m inu te before 
flying ofT. That's when I be­
came in terested in UFOs 
and h ave investigated them 
ever since." 

With a briefcase In one 
hand and t ape rrcorder i n  
the other. M r Norman, 70, 
visited the Buckley Falls 

• Paul Norman: A personal 
encounter with a UFO. 

a rea yesterday. where near­
by residents reported being 
woken about 4.30 am Sun­
day by a loud . unfamil iar  
noise. 

T w o  r e s i d e n t s a l s o  
claimed to h ave seen three 
whi te l ights moving s lowl y 
in a westerly d i rec tion away 
from the waterfa l ls.  

Springding m a n a ger, M r  
J i m  Haddleton. said his fam­
Ily was woken by the noise a t  
their home off South Valley 
Road. Highton. 

"We a l l  got up a nd sear­
c hed the groun ds because 
we couldn't  figure out w hat 
the hell It was," Mr Haddle­
ton sa id . 

"I though t  it was the rol ler 
door a t  fi rst, but i t  was the 
weirdest mct.n l sound . . . de­
fi n itel y too close for a jP.t." 

M r  Norm an said jud g i ng 
by the l im i ted informa tion 
he had received .  "It  ·seemed a 
pretty sol id (:asc, worth in­
vestigating". 

' 'I 'm not sayin �  t here was 
a Ul''O here bcea use it  needs 
more lnvest.igation.  I would 
need t.o speak to the people 
who saw someth i n g  and 
those who heard the sound 
very clearly," he said. 

A s p o k e s m a n for t h e  
R A A F  sa id there were n o  
m i l i ta ry opera tions ' ' i n  th a t  
area n t  t h a t  lime". a l thou l!h 
the F/A- 1 8  jets were passing 
over Gee long regu l a rly . 

The spokesma n saicl the 
jets could often be hea rd 
"quite clearly" even though 
they may be too h igh to see. 

A sen ior air  traffic control ­
l er  a t  Tullamari ne A irport 
sa id thei r  radars had n ot 
picked up any "uniden t i fied 
objects" early Sunday mor­
ning. 

" So m e t i m e s t h e r e a rc 
m i l i ta ry activities which we 
d o n ' t  h e r e a b o u t . b u t  
noth ing has come to our 
atten tion at tha t.  time,'' he 
sa id . 

M rs Christine U issel l . of 

Corio, reported hcnring a 
sim i lar sound t.o l .hose H'­
ported ncar Buckley Falls 
abou t two weeks ago . 

Mrs B isse l l said nearly all  
the r es i d e n ts o f  H e n d y  
Street r a n  o u t  n l  2.30 a m  
when this " tm b t• l ic v a b l e ,  
h i�h -pi t.ched sound" passed 
overhead. She said it sou nd­
f 'd more l ikP :1  he l icopter 
than a jet-lighter. 

' Mistaken ident i t ies' 
Mr Nor m a n .  a member of 

t.he l n tc n w tlonal  Commi t· 

tee on UFO Hcscarc:h. sa id 
only one ou t of live reported 
sigh tlngs we�(' worth follow­
ing up and usua l ly . most 
cou ld be ex pla i ned.  

" Eight-live pPr cf'nt. of re­
ported si[{ht. ings arc mis­
taken identi ties a nd have 
logical .  some less log ica l . ex­
p l a n a ti o n s , "  M r N o r m a n  
said. 

"The best sightings a re 
from a i rl ine pi lots h('cause 
they know whether i t's an­
other aircraft. a Wf'a lher ba l­
loon or whatever. B u t  ligures 
estimalc peopl(' only report 
one In  1 0  sightings. " 

Mr Norm a n  asked anyone 
wi th . deta i ls of S u nd ft y 's 
sighting, or other inc idents, 
to wri te to PO Box 43, 
Moorabbin,  3 1 89. 
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B Y , J a m e s E .  M c D o n a l d  U n i v e r s i t y o f  A R I Z O N A  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  � 

A t m o s p h e r i c  P h y s i c ?  

t'' . 

(Materi a l prepared for the ._�� di c a l  S tude nts Co l loq ui wn , , Uni ve rs i ty 

of Ari zona Col lege o f  Med i ci ille , J anua ry 3 0 , 19 6 9 . }  .. 

I t  had been my orig i n al intent , on be ing inv i ted to s pe ak  to· 

your g roup on my s tud i e s  o f  the UFO prob lem , to a�temp t � d i s �u.s :­

s i on o f  certain interes ting categori e s o f  UFO inc1.den ts 1. n  wh 1. ch 
there · appear to be - re l i ab le evi dence of unus ua l  phy s i o log ical 

e f fects . on the w i tne s s e s . Howeve r , s ub s equen t to the date o f  my . · 
acceptance , the Condon Repo rt has been i s s ue d , and e�e n  pub l i s he � 
in paperback form ;  and ! believe that the overri d i ng

.
l.mportance c r  

care ful ly exmnining the b as i s  o f  the s trong ly neqat1 ve concl us io� s 

and recommendations con t ained i n  the Condon Report and endors ed by 
a panel o f  the N ationa l Academy of S ci ences warrants my shi f ting :. 

ra4ically tl\e content o f  my di s cus s ion . - . I p ropo s e  the n to d i s cu� s -
- s ome of my own views deve loped from s tudy i ng the Report . The 

conunercia l ly pub l is hed ve rs ion o f  the Condon _ Repo rt ( " S ci e n t i f i c . 
study of Uniden ti fi ed F lying Ob j ec ts " , Bantam Books ) has been 
avai labl e in Tucson for on ly two day s , but I h ave been fortunate 
to have had abo ut three weeks in whi ch to s tudy the Report , a f te r 

se curing a copy in \vash ing ton throug h the o f f i c e  o f  Cong res sman 

UO.al l .  

I s trong ly urge you a l l  to s e cure cop i e s  o f  the B an t am  
un abridged edi tion

_ 
and t o  read i t  care fully . P e rh ap s  you wi l l  

conclude , as I have , tha t  the actua l con tents of the Report 
scarce ly warran t the con clu s ion s  re ached by Dr . Condon . l li s co n ­
c lus ion that " furth e r  ex t eps ive s tudy o f  UFOs prob ab ly canno f be 
j u sti fi ed in the expe c tat ion that s c i e n ce wi l l  be advan c ed thereby " 
and other s imi larly negative con clus ion s and re conunenda t i ons ( s  .-.. g � ;  
he urges s trong ly " that teachers re frain from g i ving s tuden ts 
credi t for s choo l work based on the i r  re ad ing o f  the pre s e n t ly 
av ai lable UFO book s  and maga z i ne ar ti c le s "  and advi s e s the govern ­
me n t  t.o drop i ts ex i s ting UFO pro j e c t , A. i r I·,o rce P ro j e c t , B luebo9k ) 
are not too wel l  s upported by the con ten ts o f  h i s repo r t  ... ·r .: 
s hou ld have to s ay not eve n we ak ly s uppo r ted by wha t ' s  in t he 
Repo r t . 

To defend f u l l y  tha t  d i s senting vi ewpoin t w ou ld req u i re : · · 
detai led di s s e ction of th e cas e - analy s e s  whi ch I f ind f l awing the 
Condon Report on eve ry oth e r  p age .. f.tu ch o f  th a t  d i s s ec t i on i s  o u t: 
a f  place in my d i s cus s lon s be fore your Col loquiwn , s i nce i t  wi l l  
h i nge on matters o f  atmosphe r i c  phys i cs , o f  op t i cs , o f  the phy s i c s 
o f  radar propagation , and other top i c s  ra ther far a f i e ld from you r  
i n  terE;s ts and backg rc>unds . 

I n s te ad , 1 p ropos e to focus atten tion on o n e  promi nen t f ace t 
o f  the Condon nepor t  tha t ! · be l ieve you w i l l  be ab le to app re ci a te 
·qu i te we l l , a f ace t th a t  w i l l s erve as a t  leas t an J.n troduct i o n  t o  

thos e more ex tens ive arg uments whi ch I be lieve y o u  wi l l  soon s � e  
aimed at expos ing t h e  inadeq uacy o f  thi s Report · th a t  i s  now be i ng 
prai s ed i n  such curious manne r as the d e fi ni tive UFO s tudy , . the 
death blow to tl)e nons ens e about UFOs . The face t I s h a l l try to 
i lluminate toP.ight concerns the nwnerous UFO c a s e s  in the 
Unexplained category in the Condon Repor t . I be l i eve th a t , by 
d i s cus s ing example s o f  :J us t  tho s e  Unexp lained cas.e s , I may be able 
to show how very odd i t  is that Condon wri tes his Con clus i ons and 
Raconunendations s ection almo s t  as i f  he re a l ly h adn ' t fully re ad 
or Wlders tood the con tents o f  hi s own Report . When , then , one 
ndds to tlu�t , as I cannot here tonight , de tai l ed rebu t tal · o.f ·the 
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a t i l l  more nume rous cases for whi ch the propo s ed exp lanations ar e 
baa ed on ei ther qui te shaky c;>r quan ti tative ly e rroneou� yrouil�s , 
the core of the Report come s into que s tion . But , to repe at , here 
we shall only examine those caa® s where there need be no ar9ument 
about explanations because the Report i t s e l f  concedes inabi l i ty to 

f ind adequate explanation . Perhaps you wi l l  ag ree wi th me tha t  
ti1 is subgroup contains too many impre s s ive cas e s  t o  warran t ac cep�­
ance of Condon ' s  sugge s tion th .� t the s cienti fi c conunun i ty forge t 
all thi � nonsense about UFOs . 

Le t ' s  cons ider some good ��amp le s o f  Unexp lai ned UFOs i n  the 
condon Report , cons ider inq thE:::m i n  a date- chrono logi cal order . 

P ag� ·reference s in the follo'�td.n,g wi l l  be to the Ban tam Book s 
paperbaCk edit ion o f  the Condon Report . Actu ally there i s  ambi ­

guity in the Report as to which of the Unexplained cases i s,' the 
�a�liest .  I think perhap s the ear lies t may be the June , 1 9 5 4 
multiple-wi tne s s  s igh ting from a DOAC Stratocrui se r ove r  Labr ador 
( Vantam 1 3 9 - 1 4 0 ) ,  s ince the ta l ly d i s p layed , on p .  1 7 3 , two 

Unexplained cas e s  in Category I -D and the reader f inds on ly a 
single case in that Category clea r ly tagged as Unexp la ined . Th e 
famous BOAC s ight ing is s o  utte r ly i nadequate ly " exp l ained " in 
the Condon Report that I sus pect i t  is actua l ly the o ther one _ o f 
the two ci ted Unknown s . I s hall s how e l s ewhe re why the " hor i zon ­
mi rage " toyed �i th in the Report ' s  examination of that case i s  
quantitative ly quite unaccep tab le ; but that i s  t h e  por tio n ot 
Report cri ticism I am put ti ng as ide ton igh t , so we ' l l b eg i n  wi th 
a 19 5 5  multipl e-wi tne s a  s igh ting i n  the Northeas t as the 
unexplained cas e in the Con don s ample b e ar ing the e ar l i e s t  date .. 
I s trongly emphas i ze tha t  my own s tudi e s  l e a d  me to reg ard a s  '" 
Unexp lai ned many do zens o f  ca s e s  o f  s ti l l  e a r l ier date , but tha t ' s  
n o t  the s ub j ect o f  o u r  pl:"e s e n t  di s cu s s ion . 

1 .  June 2 3 ,  1 9 5 5 , U t i c a , N ew York ( C a s e  1 4 0 2 -N , Dan t� 14 3 )  

We read that an l S O·· foo t:  e l l .i.psoi d a l  obj ect , l i g h t  gray w i  tl1 
several "windows " ( f rom wh i ch a br ight b lue -green light e,ttlan a ted ) , 
passed an . e s tima ted 5 0 0 fe e t  above a Moh awk A i r l i ne s  DC - 3  wh i ch 
was fl ying 1 0 0 0  feet be low an overcas t ,  n e a r  noon on the d ay . i n  
gue s tion . l' i lot and cop i lo t  ob s e rved the o b j ect ' s  eas tward f l igh t 
for several miles , during wh i ch co lor - chang e s  were no ted � A £ew 
ntinutes af ter i t  went ou t of s igh t , two o ther a i rcraf t a l so 
repor ted hav ing seeri i t ,  and the Alba ny con trol towe r repor ted a n  

object go by on the Victor- 2 ai rways . A short t�e later , Bos ton 
. rad ar  reported . ·,·tracking an eas tbound ob j ect on Vic tor- 2 , the . 

el�psed time imp lyi ng a s peed of s evera l thous and mi le s per hour ' 
�o sonic booms were repo rted by any observers . The Report con­
cedes that : " I t does appear that thi s s ighting defies exp lanation 
by conventional me ans . "  Interes t ing , and _provocative , couldn ' t  we 
say? 

2 .  Augus t 1 3- 1 4 , 1 9 5 6 , Lakenheath RAF S tation , E ngland (Case 2 ,  
Bantam 1 6 3 - 1 6 4 , 2 4 8 - 2 5 6 )  

The Repor t te rms th i s  '' the mos t puz z l ing and unusua l  i n  the 
. radar-vi s ua l  f i les . " I t  i s  a comp lex case , an d I s hal l  have to 

s t udy the orig inal P ro j ect Bluebook cas e- f i le before I s ha l l be 
s atis f ied on certain deta i ls on whi ch the Condon Report leave s me 
confused · . The fol lowing swnmari z e s  the more c lear- cu t · features 
of the case report .  

Control tower per sonnel at RAF Station c ( so des ign at.ed iri 
Report , evidently Bentwaters RAF S tation ) sighted a g lowing. obj ect 
moving from we s t  to eas t over the a i rf i e ld at an altitude e s ti ­
mated a t  s everal thous and fee t . S imul tan eous ly , a radar uni t  at 
S tation C tracked an Wlknown trave l l ing we s tward at 2 0 0 0 - 4 0 0 0  mpJ1 , 
and �\e pi lot o f  a C- 4 7  f lying at 4 0 0 0  ft above c repor ted con­
currently that " a  bright ligh t s treaked under his aircraft 
tr avel l ing east to we s t  a t  terrifi c speed . "  The time o f  these � 
events w�s evi dently 2 2 5 7 on �1e 1 3th ( s ee be low for a ti l l  
earlier sighting at S tation C ) ; the who le seri e s o f  e ight ing s 
extends over about 5- 6 hours .. 
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RAF Station c a lerted RAF Sta · ion B (which I infe r  to be 

Lakenheath RAF S tation and wi ll hereaf ter so de s ignate it) . The 

repor t filed with Proj ect Bluebook evidently was prepared at 

Lakenheath , by USAF persoru1el s t�tioned there and involved i n  

t l�ast t.he radar- tracking aspe: s of the incident . (The Condon 

Report quote s verba tim f rom por ti ns of what appear s to be the 

teletype transmis s ion of the UFO eport from Lakenheath , f i led 

accordinq to the s tand ard form �,t pulated in USAF Regula ti on 
. 

2 0 0- 2 .  Uttfor tunate ly , readers �·.ie,� no t to ld that they can e l im :l. ­

n a t  a 1 .  g e  amow1t of the conf 'C���. Lon i n  interpre ti ng the array 

o f  answers �o . w1s tated questions · n pp . 2 5 3- 4 of t he B an tam 

ed i tion by mere ly turn ing to pp . t3 2 4 - 5 , whe re the s tandard Ai r 

Fo rce · f·ormat. i s  g iven . )  . 

Eviden tly ground observers at Lakenhe ath s aw � lwuinous 

obj ects , whi ch are de.s cri bed as round wh i te l ights , equal in 

angular Qi ze to a qo lf bal l at arm ' s leng th . ( He re is a good 

example of the needles s con fus ion created by fai lure to refer 

the reader to AFR 8 0-17  in the Report Appendi x ; mos t  readefs wi l l  

mis takenly think the ground observers described the actua l � s i �e 

as about that of a gol f ball , s i nce they w i l l  be unaware o f  �he 
arm ' s  leng th "  s tipulation bui lt into that p ar t icular q ue s t ion of 

the s tandard form . ) No d i s cernible detai ls were s een by the 

g round observers , but they noted the unusual fe ature that the 
luminous obj ect was " tr aveling at terri fi c s peed� and then · 

s topping anp chang ing course immed i ate ly . "  They remarked that 
the • flight path was s traight but j e rky wi th obj ect s topp i ng 
instantly and then continuing" , a pattern a lso obs erved oq. radar . 
For examp l e , " (Lakenhe ath )  Radar Air Traf f ic Con trol Cen ter 
ob s erved obj ect 1 7  mi le s cast of S tation making s harp rect angul ar 
course of fliqh t o  Thi s maneuver was not conducted by circular 
p a th  but on right ang le s at speeds o f 6 00- 8 0 0  mph . Obj e ct wonld 
s top and s tart with ama zing rapidity . " 

When firs t  s ighted vi sually by Lakenheath ground pers onnel , 
the obj ects were at an e s t imated alti tude o f  2 0 0 0 - 2 5 0 0  f ee t and 
were on a SW heading , when sudde nly "obj ect s topped and imme­
di ate ly assumed an eas terly head i ng . "  (The switch from s ingul ar 
to plural is pain fu l ly typica l o f  the shortcoming s  of many B l ue .:.. 
nook reports fi led unde r  AFR 2 0 0-2 . )  The report next notes th at , 
at a later time ( uns pecified ) , Lakenheath tracked the unknown 
from a poin t  6 mi les W to a point about 2 0  m i le s  SW " where targe t 
stopped and as swned a s ta tiona po s i tion for f ive m inute s . " 
That target nex t  beg an moving northwes terly , came in to within 
2 miles o f the S tation ,  and again s topped . " GCA repor ts three to 
four addi tional targe ts were doing the s ame " , s o  there were evi ­
dently as many a s  four or f ive unknown obj e cts a i rborne ne ar 
Lakf;! nhenth during th i s  inci dent . 

The reference s to GCA , • ground-control led· approach " , tha t run 
through the report are con fus ing , s in ce a GCA radar i s  not a 
s e arch or tracki ng r adar , but a fixed -beam g l ide -path radar . 
Without seeing the original B luebook repor t ,  I am unce rtain as 
to how to interpre t thi s point of confusion . My gue s s  i s  tha t  
the CPS S search radar and not the CPN 4  G CA  radar provided the 
key data . I sus pe ct tha t , in mos t  of the pa s s ag e s where " GCA" 
appe ar s  1 one should read '' A'l'C " 1 for " ai r  traf f i c  control " .  At 
leas t part of thi s  confusion is evidently due to those who pre ­
pared th e  Condon Report because they s tate th a t  the USAF non­
commi s s ioned o f f icer who f i rs t  c a l led thi s  incid e n t to the i r 
attention in early 19 6 8  was the " Watch S upe rvi sor a t  the GCA 
s tation" , whereas his own le tter makes c lear he was "Watch S uper­
v�sor • • •  in the Radar Ai r Traf f i c  Con trol Cen.ter "  at Lakenhe a th .  

In that non- com ' s  lette r ,  quo ted at leng th on Ba ntam pp . 2 4 8 -
2 5 1 , he de scribes how , at on e point , h e  and hi s radar ope r a tors 
wa tched the previous ly s tati onary t arge t  s t art moving at a speed 
of 4 0 0  to 6 0 0  mph to the NNE un ti l  i. t  re ached a point · abou t 
2 0  mi les NNW of Lak enhe nth . He commen t s tha t " 'l'here wa s no s low 
s tart or bui ldup to th i s  spe ed , it was con s tan t f rom the s e cond 
!:c. a tCU"ted to move un t i l  1 t s topped . "  " The targe t mad·e s everal 
ch�nges in loca tion , always in � s traigh* l i n e , a lways at abou t 

. . . 
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6 0 0  mph and always from a s tand ing or s tati o n ary point to h i s  
next s top a t  cons tan t speed . "  The non-com also reca l led a very 
puzzling feature that i s  conf i nned in the B luebook repo rt on th e  
case : Although tlte search r ada�� had full MTI (Moving T arge t 

Indication ) , des igned to remove a l l s tation ary targets p lus tho s e  
. moving at speed s be low s ome lower l imi t tlt at w a s  evidently abo�t 

4 0  knots for thes e  rad ars , the MTI did not take out the blip o f  

the unknown ( s )  d uring s eeming ly s tationary hover i ng peri ods tha t 

vari d tr . about l to 6 minute:! J (Could this have been due to high ­

speed but small�ampli tude motion� not resolvable on radar ? } 

The Bluebook report , summinrg up the radar and ground-vi s ual d �ta 
comments : • The �act that three lC' dar sets picked up the targe ts 
s imultaneously , . .ia certainly conclusive that a tarqet or object was 
in the air . The maneuvers of the obj ect we re extraordinary ; however , 
the fact that radar and ground-vi sual observations were made on its 
rapid accelerations and abrupt s tops certain ly lend credence to the 
report . • 

T o  b e  c o n t  . . . . . . . . .  . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

" I  M P 0 R T A N � N 0 T I C E " 

As p a r t  o f  a n  o n g o i n g c o mm i t m e n t  t o  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y a n d 
s t r e a m l i n i n g o f  V . U . F . O . R . S . ,  y o u r  Comm i t t e e  h a s c o n s i d e r e d 
a nd u n a n i m o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  3 p r o p o s a l t h a t  V . U . F . O . R . S .  b e  
" I N CO R P OR A TE D "  u n d e r  t h e  A t5 s o c i a t i o n s  I n c o r p o r a t i o n A c t , 
1 9  8 1 · . 

T h e  c o n t i n u i n g g r o w t h  o f  V . U . F . O . R . S .  n e c e s s i t a t e s  a n  
e v e r m o r e p r o f e s s i o n a l a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e r u n n i n g o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  
a nd w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e c o m p r e h e n s i ve c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d 
a c c o u n t i n g f o r ma t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h t h e a b o v e  A c t w o u l d  b e  o f  
g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e S o c i e t y . 

C o s t  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n a r e  n o m i n a l  a n d c a n  b e s e e n  a s  a s o u n d  
i n ve s t m e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  V . U . F . O . R . S .  

F u r t h e r  i n n o va t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y b e i n g d i s c u s s e d  a n d y o u �  
C o mm i t t e e  r e q u e s t s y o u r  o p 1 n 1 o n o f  w h a t w e  b e l i e ve t o  b e  t h e 
f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  a n  e v e n  m o r e  s u c c e s s f ul V . U . F . O . R . S .  

P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e a nd r e t u r n  t h e  f o r m  b e l o w a t  t h e e a r l i e s t  
o p p o r t u n i t y .  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  
V . U . F . O . R . S .  
P . O .  B O X  4 3  
M O OR A B B I N  V I C  3 1 8 9  

D e a r  M r s Ma g e e ,  

. . .  I . . . / 8 8  

I a m  a f i n a n c i a l  Me m b e r o f  V . U . F . O . R . S .  a n d a g r e e / d i s a g r e e  

w i t h t h e C o mm i t t e e ' s r e c o mme nd a t i o n t o  I N COR P O R A T E  t h e  
S o c i e t y  u n d e r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n s  I n c o r p o r a t i o n A c t , 1 9 8 1 . 

• 4 • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

S i g n a t u r e N a m e  i n  f u J "!. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  


