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EDITORIAL

THE KEYS TO OUR DILEMMA

Why have researchers falled over aﬁd

2 over agaln sinc
the start of the modern era of ufology. wgy have w:
been unable to unlock the secret of the UFO, the key

or trigger that I am positive exist
the code to the phenomenon? 3, that will brake

As I suspect the answer to the riddle wh

en found will
be so simple, in fact so obvious that our limited
capaclty to grasp the simple solution has blinded us

for all these years and. .
out attack. g wlll. do'so until we change

I suspect this is vhy governments a !

nd sclentists can
not grasp how important the wvhole UFO
finally be to the human race. pheyomenon e

It answvers why Superpowvers who think t
hat they know
everything about everything, come to a grindlng halt

vhen they recover a lece of
sclence can not understand. equipment that thelir

In other words "Its not in the t
ext Dbooks, I neve
learnt about it at university and because lt’does nog

fulfil the laws of science that
1t therefore can not exist." BERRE been taught,
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CREDITED ARTICLE OWNER.

 EDITORIAL

s LAY

When faced with such obstacles and fear, the only wvay
to handle the g@uandary, 1s to elther get rid of
problem by putting it aside to do at a later date,
forget it totally, put it to the back of your mind or

Just act as 1f it never happened.

vho work vith governments understand vhat I

Those
pean!

sibihathd bbbkl

So simple yet so very elusive.

Wwhat 1s 1t that has driven us all through costly
research, endless travel, hours of pains-taking,
collecting, collating and analysis of rawv data.

When in fact new ideas and major discovery has never
germinated from the collection or flles, statlistics,
figures and libraries of information. Paper
collection does not solve problems, nev ideas do!

willl never solve a problem until we 1
in our evolutlon were we have
collected specific tools that will enable us to make
the next step to the solution. History 1s full of
these tools of discovery from the filrst use of fire,
the wheel, steam, rockets and so on.

I know that wve
have reached a polint

Like a new born baby, each day each step provides
more information, experience and tools to satisfy the

bables growth. Llike a baby in a llbrary or research
{ today 1is Just as fruitless without the tools to
decipher.

Therefore I ask you, have we today inherited that

tool to unlock the mystery? If so vhat is that tool?
My guess is yes we have that %ool or one of a
possible group of tools in the form of the COMPUTER!

B v
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EDITORIAL

my thinking.

Now for the KEY to open that door!

s NS ,,w,.:'?{'. e

TJOHN .. W AUCHETTL

NORTH AMERICAN SETI wcima

1 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION (8 BIG ISSUES) 315. 821.00
2 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION (12 BIG ISSUES) $26.00

(SAVE $£00 WITH A TWO-YEAR SUBSCRIPLIONY

. North American SETI magazine
] ~ "Down from the Heavens" -
. RRI Box # 460, Hollister Hill Road
Plainfield, Vermont 05667
or call
1-(802)-454-7719

‘Only over the past two year have I started changlng

i
%
w

% '

W NEW BULLETIN SUB-EDITOR & PRODUCER B
piA 4
w I would like to take this opportunity to w
. welcome RUSSELL BRIERS and wish him the b
b very best on his new appointment as SUB- b3
% EDITOR and PRODUCER of this very fine B
3 publication. )
% Not an easy task but one that Russell will BA
i tackle with great vigour. o
w With Russells assistance we are now able to w
% input more Australian information into each "
i) ed1t10n. @

L s R oresh
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ON THE UFO TRAIL

Paul B. Norman

During the weekend of 23-24 July, 1988, I was at
Ceduna, South Australia, where the police offlcer,
vho flrst interviewved the Knowles Family, was
compiling a report for the South Australlan Police
Department, concerning the famlly's experience. The
Ceduna statlion was the flrst offlce to recelve a
report dlrectly from the family. They had passed two
police stations, one at Eucla, West Australla and one
at Penang, South Australla. The Eucla statlon 1s well
hidden behind small trees in the vicinity.

At that stage, after the experlence, the family was
in a state of shock trying to come to terms with what
had happened. The sequence of events was not cleared
up until later after hypnotlic sessions by a doctor 1in
Melbourne and at thls stage there are stlill
difficulties to overcome before the experlence can be
fully understood. However, the pollice offlcer gave me
a copy of the story as flrst related to him on the
same day of the occurrence, 20th January, 1988.

The maln Interest of the offlicer, during my visits to
his offlice, was the Phllips Laboratory analysls of
the dust samples vacuumed from the vehicle and the
Channel 7 Adelalde TV VIDEO documented tests showing
the wheels of the Telstar will spin at 200 KMH when
jacked off the ground. This was a major problem with
the police and others who knew the <car will not
travel at that speed on the ground.

AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN 5
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It appears that the driver 41d not know the car was
in the alr until it dropped, bursting the right rear
tyre. He thought he was speeding that fast to get

from under the object. He sald the speedometer was at
. full scale.

After continuing on to the Nullarbor, I found other
people who had experlenced Iinterference difficultlies
during close approach of UFOs. One a driver who, when
travelling east along the same stretch of highwvay
near Mundrabllla, saw what he at flrst thought was a
truck approaching from the opposite dlirection with
one head 1light. The 1llght was shinling a beam too
strong to be headlights. At the same ¢time hlis own
headlights dimmed and his CB radlo commenced to
"squeal"” and a lot of static was making hlils radlo
inoperative. When he got to where the light was seen,
nothing was there, it faded out completely.

A bus driver related to me another sighting report
wvhich occurred within two weeks after the Knowles
incident along the same area near Mundrabllla. He was
driving west along the same highway when he noticed
an oblong object just ahead and to his right at about
a 45 degree angle from the ground. The time was
before dark and all passengers saw the "thing"
described as sllver 1in colour. The driver did noé
vant to get into the limelight of ridicule.

Another came forward to tell me that he stopped at a
location 1In the same viclinity where a car had
overturned and the driver of the car told him that he
wvas trylng to dodge a UFO when he ran off the road.
That inclident occurred about one year before the
Knowles encounter.

The same night of the Knowles encounter, the tuna
fishing boat MONIKA was buzzed by a strange light.
The report was conflirmed by pollce at Port Lincoln

home of the Australian Bluefln Fleet. The captaln waé
requested to report to the police station when the
Monlka arrlved in port, but due to ridicule already
belng dished out by arm chalr debunkers, the captaln
declined, however, I dld speak to the owner of the

= ATIRTRAT TAN HEA Dty ETrw

Monika who confirmed that two members of the crew had
observed a simlilar light but the media had added the
dust and slow motion volces, as experlenced by the
Knowles.

A witness from another tuna boat of the same fleet
dld respond to the pollice request and a copy of his
report was glven to me by a policeman at the Ceduna
offlice.

On the evening of 2nd August, I arrived 1n Perth for
another visit with the Knowles, including Mr Knowles
vho had not accompanied them on their ¢trip to
Melbourne. Mrs Knowles and sons by then, six months
after thelr frightening ordeal, had settled down to
normal routines but were still eager for more
Information and results of tests, so they could have
a better understanding of thelr experlience.

211 members of the famlly expressed apprecliation for
help from the VUFORS committee, the only people,
other than thelr relatlives, who had demonstrated
concern regarding thelr welfare. While in Melbourne,
they had recelved independent medical and psychlatric
examination and care, iIncluding hypnosis to sort out
the sequence of events during the running encounter
with the unknown object.

There were certaln aspects which caused us some
anxiety; one was the swelling of the hand of Mrs
Knowles, the general reaction on the family and
patchy loss of halr from one of the dogs. Our concern
stemmed from our knowledge of other cases where close
encounters had caused similar symptoms of 1llness.

During my August visit with the family, they
mentioned several examples where they had been
mistreated by members of the media and individuals
interested only in making money out of thelr
predicament.

During the course of events following the UFO eplsode
thelr car was repossessed and sold at auction. They
had requested previously that 1I drive the car from
Adelalde, when returning to Melbourne, after tests
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had been completed. At that time they were visiting
relatives there. They considered the vehlicle was a
Jinx after the frightening experlence and wanted to
sell it.

'In addition, I was wanting to drive the car to
Melbourne where the Ford Motor Company was lnterested
in conducting other tests when it arrived there.

About one hour before I was to leave Adelaide, on 4th
-February, a man knocked on the door of my hotel room
to tell me the owner had glven him authority to keep
the vehlicle iIn Adelalde for an exhlbltion. When I
arrived back 1in Melbourne, I learned the famlly had
been told that I did not want to drive the «car to
Melbourne.

During ny August visit, 1in Perth, 1 1learned
additional details with regard to the transaction: An
authority had not been signed until 10th of February,
six days after my return to Melbourne.

The family mentioned several other examples
illustrating how they had been mistreated. Their hope
had been encouraged by promises of 1looking for
Australian and other overseas markets for television
commercials and making a documentary movie dealing
with the UFO encounter.

Also, the vehlcle wvas to be placed on exhibltlion and
all expertise would be used to promote and market the
car to 1it's fullest advantage. The agent stated the
venture would be costing him a considerable amount of
time and money, 1llke phone calls, faxing, staff,
telegrams and travelling, to make arrangements for
transport for the vehicle. )

The famlly was to recelve 65% net. The promises were
altogether different from the reality suffered by the
family: A 1loss of nearly $20,000, most of the money
wvas tied vp in the car, six weeks away from home,
four more weeks than they had prepared to stay awvay,

and cost of alrline tickets to fly back to Perth.
They were relying on the money promised by the agent.

All these troubles in addition to the ridicule dished
out by the debunkers; reinforced by comments from
individuals of the sclentific community who don't
know enough about documented cases to even ask
senslible qguestions, 1let alone how to deal with the
problem, made thelr position even more uncomfortable.
The research on this important case still contlnues.

Paul Norman.
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Are UFOs patrolling
the Nullarbor

UFO watchers from all
over the world began call-
ing the Mundrabilla motcl
and roadhousc aficr the
incidents.

Owncrs Rob and Shirlcy
Lundon now scll T-shints
shirts. spoons. stubbic
holders. car stickers and
post cards fcaturing the
UFOs which have brought
famc 10 the outback fly
speck on the map.

Soon after the sighting.
Japancsc tourists flew in
and a UFO hunter from
the U.S. spent a week in
the arca.

Calls camc from almost
cvery country in the world
and tourists still ask about
UFOs.

Suddenly pcople  who
had kcpt quict before arc
no longer rcluctant to talk
of strangc cncounters on
the plain ncar
Mundrabilla.

Truckics talk in the
roadhousc and bars about
bright lights travclling par-

allcl to them along the
highway.

Other motorists have
told of power losscs and
clectrical failurcs along the
road.

A fishcrman driving
from Mundrabilla along
the track to Wantcen on
the beach said his car sud-
denly stalled. its  lights
wcent out and the gauges
didn’t opcrate.

Minutcs later he  was
ablc to drive away
normally.

Even sceplics on
highway arc wondcrmg

WA Main Road Dcepart-
mcent forecman supcrv:sor
Allan Stiewart docsn’t have
to wondcr.

Hc swcars to four closc
cncountcrs with craft from
other worlds and says that
twicc he has cnded up in
hospital aftcr being
““zappced™ as a warning to
slay away.

Small dark marks ap-
peared on his shouider and
kidncy arca after an cn-

counter 12 months ago’

near Mundrabillz  which
put him in hospital for
ninc days.

Doctors were never able
to cxplain the pain he had
cxpericnced or the marks.
he said.

**l1 bclieve they (the
alicns) have a way of prob-
ing pcoplc. They are dchfi-
nitcly waiching us.’

Allan. 33. has bccen
working the highway for 36
vcars. watching strange
lights and listcning 1o sto-
rics from othcrs who have
madc similar sightings.

The UFOs. usually disc
shaped but somctimes ci-
%ar shapcd. vary in colour
rom bluc 1o palc green.

Hvc has scen onc as big as
a football ficld and tiny
oncs which he believes are
scout craft.

Allan spends nights on
the plain  watching the
skies for the craft. He
spends hours on the loncly
darx airstripr oppositc the
Mundrabilla hotel hoping
for a sighting.

The Dally Nevs, 4th Apr 1989, WA

Plain?

His first closc cncounter
was in 1977 on thc South
Australian sidc of the
bordcr.

Although alonc in a car-
avan hc hcard voices and
suddenly found himsclf
away from the van clinging
to the lcg of a bcing sur-
rounded by a mist or
cloud.

Therce is always a chill in
the air when UFQOs arc
closc. he savs.

‘Zapped’

About a ycar ago hc was
alonc in the¢ MRD camp at
Mundrabilla when he
wokc 1o find all the taps.
washing-machincs and
pumps going full hore.

Two days lalcr ke claims
hc was again “zapped™ by
somc form of beam from a
UFO.

Hc claims truck drivers
have told of being pinncd
to the ground whilc chang-
ing tyres at night on the
highway.

And of vchicles losing all
powcr as they approached
cach other.

And hc claims 1o have
dad rcalistic “drecams™ of
being insidc alicn craft.

*QOver the last coaplc of

cars pcoplc have become
‘less reluctant 10 talk about
their cncounters.™ he said.

“Theoutback Aboriginals
know what's going on.
They often talk about

trangcsightings. They
have 3 scry strong belief in
these things.

1 belicve these beings are
congerned about what we
are dofng 10 our planct.”

ESTABLISHED SPRING 1955

€ Flying Saucer Review

Library of Congress
copyright FSR Publications
Limited 1981
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THE LOST HARRIER JET AND THE

CORNFIELD RINGS: EXCLUSIVE!
© Colin Andrews, M.A.S.E.E., A.LL.E., FSR Consultant

Coun.m mystery still surrounds the top-secret
British Harrier GRS jump-jet aircraft which, pilot-
less, flew on for over 500 miles and eventually crashed
into the Atlantic Ocean off the south coast of Ireland
on Thursday, October 22, 1987.

The machine had taken off from Dunsfold in Surrey
on a test flight at 16.59 hrs. with Pilot Humphrey Tay-
lor Scott at the controls. Six minutes later, and with-
out any hint of an emergency from its pilot, radio
contact was suddenly lost over Wiltshire to the west

The last radio message was a routine one, to air-
traffic controllers at the top-secret Boscombe Down
Air Force Base near Salisbury, Wiltshire.

Filmed by Americans

Other aircraft were immediately alerted after the
loss of radio contact, and an American militarv trans-
porter made visual contact with the Harrier 90 miles
to the west of the south-west tip of [reland. The trans-
porter was conveniently equipped with video camera,
and filmed the Harmer in flight! The astonished
American crew reported that the jet-fighter had no
cockpit canopy, and that its pilot was musing. They sha-
dowed the Harrier for 410 miles, until it finally went
down 300 miles out over the Atlantic Ocean.

The Pilot Found

Despite a huge search operation, involving aircraft,
shipping, life-boats and even mountain-rescue teams
in South Wales, no trace of the pilot could be found.
Then, on Friday, October 23, a g keeper, Mr Ken
Pitman, came across the body of an airman lying in a
field near the village of Winterbourne Stoke, *near
Stonehenge, in Wiltshire. A local television news pro-
gramme gave this announcement as a late news item
received at the end of the programme. | immediately
got into my car and headed along the A303 Highway
towards the village, which is just 18 miles from my
home in Andover, Hampshire.

The location of Winterbourne Stoke already meant
something to me, for it was in a cornfield near that vil-
lage that a set of four mysterious circles of “swirled”,
flattemed indentations had been found on Saturday,

August 22, only eight weeks earlier. Photo | shows
these large formations as they were when found, and
was taken by Nigel Tayvlor as we flew over the area on
one of our regular reconnaissance inspections of the
area.

When [ arrived at Winterbourne Stoke after hear-
ing the news programme announcement, [ at once
made my way to the field where we had found these
circles some weeks carlier.

A battery of floodlights cut into the darkened
countryvside. and surmunded a spot in a field just op-
posite to the site of our set of “mystery circles” A large
gathering of Military Personnel could be seen moving
around inside the illuminated area A parachute lay
nearby. In the darkness | could just make out two
Army vehicles parked in the corner of that very field
where the circles had been found. Whoever was in the
vehicles was guarding an inflatable dinghy.

For some reason which [ cannot explain (except to
say that it was intuitive — EDITOR) [ had had a
strong inner feeling that the finding of the pilot might
in some way be awsociated with the phenomenon of
the circles. And [ had that feeling even before I heard
where the accident had happened. Saangely, there-
fore, it did not come as a great surprise to me when [
heard that the mishap to the pilot had taken place
above that very field where the circls had been It
seemed only a confirmation.

I decided that the most responsible action [ could
take would be to contact the Ministry of Defence and
inform them of my researches on the mystery rings in
the cornfields throughout southern Britain in particu-
lar as well as in other parn of the world, and explain
to them how this incident with the Harrer aircraft
troubled me.

Reaction of Ministory of Defence

So on November 2, 1987, [ telephoned to the Bos-
combe Down Air Force Base They informed me that
the Harrier inquiry had now been transferred to Pros-
pect House in London, and advised me to talk to the
man heading the inquiry, Squadroa-Leader Graham
Davis. [ rang the telephone number which they had
given me, and was answered by a Sq.-Ldr. Pike, who
told me that 3q. Ldr. Davis was sill out on Salisbury

4 O AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN
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Plain conducting his i igati and that it was he
(Sq.-Ldr. Davis) to whom [ should tell what [ had to
say.

Until that point | had made no mention of the
cornfield circles. [ now proceeded to tell Sq.-Ldr. Pike
of our research and of our recent discoveries near this
village of Winterbourne Stoke. He was very interested,
and asked me many questions. “How do you think these
circles are formed” he asked. “What kind of energy
do you suppose is involved> “Where have you seen
these things > “Do you know of anybody who has seen
one being formed> etc,, etc

I explained that [ believed the ph was
very rare indeed but nevertheless world-wide, but
that this, the southern part of England, is experienc-
ing a far higher frequency of reports than any other
part of the entire world. And [ concluded: “What ! feel
to be significant i that this very field in which four cir-
cles were recently found lies directly below the area in

Space where it seems that this pilot was taken out of his.

£13.5 million pounds’ worth of fet-fighter.”

Later on that same day I received a telephone call
from the Ministry of Defence to advise me that my in-
formation had been conveyed to Sq.-Ldr. Davis, and
that it had also been “conveyed to the Bots”. “We will
be in touch with you again soon,” they said.

Pilot Changed Course

Nothing further has been heard from the Minisoy
so far. Meanwhile | have been carrying on with my
own investigations and enquiries in and around Win-
terbourne Stoke, and the information I have abtained
confirms that the Harrier changed its course by a fow
degree right over the fisld with the circie, and that the
pilot inaxplicably left his aircraft at about that point in
his flight He was not gected by the actor-seat with
which the aircraft was fitted That reocingd in the air-
caft An inflotoble dinghy left the aircraft with Aim, &

did his main purachute.

The main chute was found in shreds. north of the
famous circle of stunes. Stonehenge. The body of the
pilot and his secondann chute were tou.:d at a spot
overlooking the field that had the mystery circles in
August 1987,

The dinghy was found in that same field which had
had the circles.

This means that we now have tun e.\'lrfmel_)' strange
and rare occurrences, bath attributed to completely mys-
tertons causes, over one and the same field within the
span of a few weeks (August 22, 1937. and October 22,
1987). Can there be a connection?

Other Crashes

The situation is not improved when we have to take
into consideration other aircraft crashes in fields on
which other circles have been found.

One such crash took place in a field below Pepper-
box Hill, near Whiteparish, in Wiltshire, approxi-
mately thirty years ago. Two mysterious circles were
found shortly afterwards, just yards away from the site
of the crash. And circles are sdll appearing in these
same fields, the latest being a circle and a ring found
in June 1987.

. Army helicopter which hed in October 1978 at
the exact spot where a huge UFO would be seen, on
Stockbridge Downs, on Julv 6, 1985 (nearly seven
vears later) by Mr Jack and Mrs Pat Collins. Ten
circles appeared in fields on cither side of the UFO
during that same night. (See FSR Vol. 32, No. 6,
published 1987.)

12 AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN
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(Furnished to Mr Colia
Andrews). The “three-ringer" st
Waestbury, as photographed by the Army
) :»;g;mp(or 3.05 pm, Tuesday, August 4th,
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The Inquest

The inquest regarding the cause of death of the
Harmier pilot. Humphrev Tavlor Scott, was held in
Salisburvy on Monday March 28. 1988. The M.o.D
(Ministry of Defence) said that. without examining the
ejector-seat. which was still presumably in the aircraft
at the bottom of the sea, it was not possible to identifv
the cause of the accident positively. But the most
plausible reason, thev said. was the inadvertent firing
of a manual separation-device, designed for use after
the ejector-seat had left the aircraft. This firing may
have been caused by a lead lamp having fallen from
1ts clip and become lodged under the manual over-
ride operating rod on the right of the seat, which
linked the handle to the cartridge-firing unit.

Interesting Admissions by an Officer

However, when [ spoke to Sq. Ldr. Graham Dawis
that same evening, he was surprisingly frank and toid
me: “We do nit know what caused this, quite honestly "
He went on to say: “I do not think the mystery circles,
which [ have also seen, and this, are related on thu
occasion.” He admitted that the circles formations
were a puzzling phenomenon, and he asked me to

contact him again il | had any more information
which [ considered they should know about He said:
“There is a lot that we don’t know.”

[ was impressed by Sq. Ldr. Davis’s attitude, and by
his willingness to discuss “our problem™ and “theirs”.
[ had the distinct feeling that he was unhappy with
the whole affair. He was keen for me to tell him all
about other ring ‘and circle formations found in the
locality, and, in particular, he was interested in the 38
circles found by us across Wiltshire during the
summer of 1987 — circles in which a large number of
plants had been ripped out of the ground, with their
roots and soil artached, and thrown by some force
completely out of the compressed circles on to the
surrounding area. (A force well capable of lifting the
canopy of a Harrier jet?)

Oficial Concern

We are still receiving details from several parts of
the world concerning the findings of such circles at
spots where UFO landings are known to have aken
place.

Moreover, it is very evident that the Ministry of
Defence are taking a real interest in the alarming in-
crease in both UFO sightings and circular markings.®

EIEIEIEIEAEIEIET
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MICHIGAN STATE DIRECTOR o ~ BORMAN
SHIRLEY COYNE FLUSHING, M1 48433
313-659-3340 Mup ' y

MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.
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U.S.NH. POLICE ENCOUNTER

WITH ANOTHER FINDING OF
POTASSIUM CHL ORIDE

On the afternoon of December 4th, 1988, we recelved a
call on the PA. UFO Hotline from a 1law enforcement
officer in DAUPHIN COUNTY, USA, who had experienced a
low level UFO encounter with physlcal effects. At
flrst he gquestlioned us as to how we handled these
reports, our motive 1n obtalning the 1information and
stressed that he did not wvant to have his name
publicized. Shortly, we met with him. -

The offlcer related that he was on hls way to work
wvhen he saw a bright light through some trees. as he
approached, he saw that the gobiect was hovexing over

about 150 feet away. Stopping his car he
got out to get a better 1look. The 1light from the
object was so bright that he had to shleld hls eyes
with his hand. The object was about 15 _feet in

It seemed to be made of polished silver, but was so
bright that 1t gave the Impresslon of burnlng|
magnesium. The offlcer also observed feeling as
though he was within some sort of mist, and notlced
that the Interlor of his car was 1lluminated a blue
colour.

The wltness reported feeling warm even though 1t was
qulite cold outslide. His eyes watered, his hair stood
on end and he experienced a Jolt 1llke an electrlic
shock.
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. The obJject emitted a moderate to high pitched humming
. 3ound, and the offlicer felt 1llke hls ears were

vibrating. The obJject then moved from left to right
before ascending towards the southwest at a high rate
of speed, leaving behind a white trail in the sky.

. After the obJect departed, the offlcer experlenced a

burning sensation 1in the faclial area, aches in the
neck muscles and splnal column and a headache. His
eyes hurt badly and seemed out of focus. His hearing
also seemed to be deafened. Feeling weak and
disoriented, he was unsure about proceeding to work.

He put his trust in his fellow officers and told them
the story. Another officer commented that at about
the same time of the sighting, he had been dressing
when he heard a strange humming sound that seemed to
be over the roof of his house. He 1lives 1in the
direction of where the object departed.

The officer also noticed an unusual powder-like dust
on the surface of hils car. The palnt -on the car
appeared much duller than it had been. The PASU
Investigator took photos of the faclal area of the
witness and it gave us the impression of first degree

sunburn. Naturally the witness 1is quite distressed
over the encounter.,

Using sampling tape we were able to obtain residue
samples of the dust from the crevices around the car
windows and other areas. While more tests are being
conducted, it has been determined that the dust is

OTASSIUM CHLORIDE,

PAUL NORMAN e
Investigator for the

VICTORIAN UFO
RESEARCH SOCIETY

For private interviews with witnesses who have observed unidentified flying objects.
The Society is in direct contact with leading scientists who are endeavouring to
solve the UFO phenomena.

People interested in this subject may subscribe to The Australian UFQ Bulletin,

pe I PO Box 43, Moorabbin, Vic., 3189. ‘[T
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As some of you may recall, during 1988, the natlional-:
news media widely covered a UFO case out of Australla
vhere a family claimed that they were 1lifted 1into the
alr while in their vehicle by a UFO. 1In that case a
strange dust was found both inside and outside the
car which was also ldentified as Potasaium Chloride.

If this 1is true, then it would mean that two well
documented UFO cases, several months apart, from two
different parts of the would have exposed the same
residue.

(C) MUFON 1989

Many thanks to Shirley Coyne, MUFON
Michigan State Director for sending
the above report to VUFORS, our best
regards to your members.

JOHN AUCHETTL

Aliens ‘buzzed

UFO iEVEQ.SPEI0 SENCE
The UFO NEWSGLIPPING SERVICE will keep space Shuttle
you informed of ail the latest United States
and Worid-Wide UFO activity, as it happens! o
Our service was started in 1969, at which time L o vl K\ IGHT S DAY
we contracied with a reputable international American radio hams ¢
lipping bureau to obtain for us. e e T
those hard to find UFO reports (i.e., little ovumhmsw thhnont'::
known photographic cases, Close encounter London’s newspaper
and Ianding repor@, occupant cases) end all w"“‘m“"'m"m’"““ﬁ
other UFO reportx, many of which are carried ing its five-day flight
onty in small town of foreigh NewagageTs. They_&o’eknd 0; te the
“Owr UFO Newsclipping Sefviee issues are 2 sudden loss of powee.
2D-pege Monthly reporl, reproduced by photos -— D“"’;’{I‘;on'*"f
offest, containing the latest United States and ,,,,,'u"""‘m oloos mdch&u
Canadian UFO newsclippings, with our for- to NASA.
eign section carrying.the latest British, Aus- d";"::;"‘""""" - m’&"
tralian, New Zealand and other foreign pn: NASA chiefs in Houston
reparB. Also included is 8 3-5 page section ¢ Texas, have refused to release
‘Forsan’ clippings (i.e.. Bigfoot and other ﬁmn R
‘monster’ reports). Let us k;.p J% inlon:.a to have taped the comversy-
of the iatest happenings in and For- tion. )
- to the Stav
b a&e::‘:-h:dbmtu ‘1;:!?! Heralad
becription informa lone! was 1
iy o i el Didoasary, We stll'have the
o - A €
UFO NEWSCLIPPING SERVICE alle-“:{paseen“ ‘ander 31st Mar
M"'“a'mﬂ NAS A and Col Blaba angrity
Paamwvils, AMows

mmmx 1989, VIC
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Mysterious lights |

Lights in the sky, under the sea and in
caverns deep beneath the earth. Mys-
terious lights that flit across marshes,
hover over graves or haunt the paths to
the graveyard. Lights that enter houses
by way of thechimney, bright lights that
swoop and hover, lights menacing or
innocuous, gaseous or animate, casual or
purposeful.

There are many names for the pheno-
menon - U F Os, fireballs, spirits of the
dead, fairies, wills-o'-the-wisp, corpse
candles, luminous serpents — but we
suspect most of them as implving expla-
nations for the unexplained. Ball light-
ning is a comfortable name for floating
balls of light, but there is no agreement
as to the nature of the phenomenon it is
supposed to explain, nor on the charac-
teristics to be expected in it. As recently
as 1943 W.]. Humphries in Ways of the
Weather was still of the traditional
opinion that light balls were ‘a humbug’
or optical illusions. Here are the views of
twoother authorities:

‘Floating ball lightning is not dan-
gerous to human beings, even when it
appears in the middle of a group of
persons; it appears to avoid them [as] it
avoids good conductors.’ (Professor
B.L. Goodlet, Yournal of the Institute of
Electrical Engineers, July 1937.)

‘It is very dangerous to touch a
fireball. An inquisitive child once kicked
one and thereby caused an explosion
which killed eleven cattle and threw the
child and a companion to the ground.’
(Frank Lane, The Elements Rage, 1945.)

Mr Laneillustrates the ‘ball lightning’
phenomenon with the following re-
corded incident:

‘A voung girl was seated at a table
when she noticed a large ball of fire

. moving slowly across the floor of the

room in her direction. As the fireball
neared her it rose and commenced to
spiral round her. It then darted towardsa
hole in the chimney and climbed up it.
On reaching the open air it exploded just
above the roof with a crash that shook
the entire house.’

Tradition associates the appearance of
floating lights with death, and many
instances are recorded in support of this
belief. Several of these were collected
from witnesses by the former L'S Con-
sul in Wales, Mr Wirt Sikes, author of
British Goblins. On one occasion three of
the pale lights the Welsh call ‘corpse
candles’ were seen by all the passengers

( Below) A‘ghost light’ photographed in Basle
Zoological Gardens in 1907.
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Salagnac, France, in September 1845.

on the coach from Llandilo to Carmar-
then as they crossed the river bridge by
Golden Grove. A few days later three
men were drowned at the spot when
their coracle capsized. It is said that the
number of the lights foretells the num-
ber of deaths to be expected. In John
Aubrey’s Miscellanies is the story of a
woman who saw five lights in a room
occupied by five maids in the house
where she worked. The room had been
newly plastered, a fire was lit to dry it,
and the tumes stifled the girls in their
beds. The appearance of corpse candles
on the path leading to a burial ground is
supposed, on the strength of numerous
anecdotes, to signify that a funeral will
shortly pass that way.

Baron von Reichenbach, famous for
his earnest inquiries into the nature of
the ‘magnetic’ light which some people
see as auras or energy fields, was curious
about the lights, wraiths, spectrgs or
whatever, commonly apparent in grave-
vards. One of his lady colleagues, Miss
I.eopoldina Reichel, was gitted with the
sight of such things. They appeared to
her as dancing lights, some as big as men,
others small, ‘like dwarfish kobolds’.
She was able to move among them and
whisk them about with her skirt. Reich-
enbach, who believed himself to be the

{ Above) A fireball seen during a storm in

discoverer of an essence he called odic
energy, brought his theory to bear on the
evidence and came up with this resound-
ing explanation of gravevard lumines-
cence:

‘It is a carbonate of ammonium,
phosphuretted hydrogen and otheér pro-
ducts of putrefaction, known and un-
known, which liberate odic light in the
course of evaporation. When the putre-
faction comes to an end, the lights are
quenched - the dead have atoned.’
(Letterson Od and Magnetism, 1926.)

Baring-Gould in 4 Book of Folklore
also invoked ‘phosphuretted hvdrogen’
as the explanation of gravevard lights.
On one occasion his brother’s overcoat,
thrown over a grave, became impreg-
nated with the stuff, causing him to faint.
Baring-Gould quotes several instances
of lights which have appeared to give
warning of death by travelling along the
coffin route or entering the house of the
doomed person; but though he is pre-
pared to accept the reality of stationary
lights above graves, he rejects the mov-
ing variety: ‘Thar these flames should
travel down roads and seek houses where
there is one dying is, of course, an
exaggeration and untenable.’

The moving lights which are called
ball lightning when they occur indoors
become wildfire or wills-o’-the-wisp in
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r :
h Explanations fo the mill-c' -ihe-rrisp var) (rom praited eserd xes o garic of (Mo dead. Often j
i said to drspiay mteilig o0 puspoce, Nrcole=t bt ling wre, Jis
| recofeliovcers, below, are uboms 10 leure 1ew it staveds isa theiv case .
i
4 { in the early morning of 10 August 1965.
‘ Warminster at the time was undergoing
one of its periodic plagues of weird aerial
visitations, details of which are faithfully
chronicled by local journalist and
author, Arthur Shuttlewood, in his book
The Warminster Mystery. Forty five
minutes before Mr Pell had his adven- ?
ture, at 3.45 a.m., Mrs Rachel Atwill a light ball soar aloft and away. They were
few miles away, saw what many othersin  frightened but unhurt.
the district have reported seeing, a This incident is far from unique;
bright staring light in the sky. She was for the UFO literature abounds in
awakened by a loud droning noise, modern events of the sort which, when
looked through the window of her they have happened in the past, feature
bungalow and saw the light, dome- in collections of folk- and fairy-lore.
shaped on top, hovering over the range Here is a report from Brad Steiger's
of hills opposite. It staved there for Flying Saucers are Hostile, 1967, where it
twenty-five minutes, humming and is given, as is customary in the folklore
flickering, then vanished. Mrs Atwill books, without reference to its original
suffered a headache and had to drink source. Mr William Howell of Texas
brandy. She recognized the shape in a was driving home at 11.15 one evening
photograph taken nineteen days later by in the summer of 1965. Like Mr Pell he
Gordon Faulkner of Warminster and had two sleeping passengers, his
published inthe Warminster Journal and brother’s children, and he was also near
the London Daily Mirror. When Mr a prominent local landmark, Foggy Hill.
Pell saw the light it was floating fifty A light appeared overhead :
vards in front of his lorry, having flashed ‘It seemed to head directly for my car.
= : ; = sy ; into view fromover the hills to his left. [t [t gave off a bluish light that became so
the open air. They are variously ex- lights'. One procession of such lights was red and looked like a giant headlight  bright the entire car seemed bathed in a
- - N s , b - e orahuman eve. [tadvanced on Mr Pell’s blue haze. If that thing would have been
plame‘d'a_s Lombu«“?d Yoy~ (n_mrsh RL£550 el ig i cion trf)m thetr lorry and fastened itself to the wind- ameteor, it would have landed with a big
gas), .t:_nnes 9'- y g bu{. there'ls W usgal R o™ m"'\. " namec{ scre.en, vibrating. The lorry stopped. Its crash. It didn’t. It made a sharp turn to
proot tor any theory, or disproof, and Crillaun near Castlebar in the west of Nadid e rs. Mrs  Pell d stfe 8mlingit and shot off in a burst of
according to the 1970 Encyclopaedia [reland to another such earthwork on the " p;‘ g & edn.ge "kh 3 o ar;‘ 4 4
Britannica ‘no entirely satisfactory ex- opposite side of a lake. About the nature aughtel, JVelSk, YOS AP O35 speed.
planation has been put forward’ for the of the will-o'-the-wisp MlacManus is
phenomenon. [t may be significant that undecided. Sometimes it seems to be (C) J.MICHELL & R.J.M.RICKARD
as the fairies disappeared from their once inanimate and may be kicked or whisked PHENOMENA 1977
familiar haunts, so did the will-o'-the- about like von Reichenbach’s kobolds; Thames and Hudson Ltd LONDON
wisp. In 18353 a correspondent in Notes vet there was a girl he knew, ‘very
and Queries asked whether in fact such a intelligent and well balanced’, who was ;
thing existed ousside poetic tradition followed by a moving light, coming for .--..-..-.. ;
and was answered by several people her at running speed and changing * * * * x , * * * ‘k * *
claiming direct experience and provid- direction to pursue her home. ‘To this J
ing descriptions. Dermot MacManus in day she 1s convinced that it was directed
The Middle Kingdom teils of personal by real intelligence.’
= encounters with "tairy lights’, which he A most terrifving moving light chased
=2 says are different from the will-o'-the- and caught Mr Terry Pell of Spalding, : MEMBER
= wisp because they are of many colours Lincolnshire, as he drove his vegetable =— Intemational Committee for UFO Research
5 and ‘as bright and stable as electric __ lorry towards Warminster in Wiltshire S '
= e P.0. Bax 43, Moorabbin, Vic. 3189, Austrafia
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“1 just got my copy of the Condon Report and find
that in between the linesit is notanywhereas bad asthe

'] paper 6. ts had led me to believe.
TAere are @ number of cases which even the Condon
Committee calls unidentified and they admit that the
astronguts on three occasions saw objects they defi-
nately couldn’t explain. These points were not brought
out in tAe newspapers.”

Dr.J.Allen Hynek;

Head of the Dept. of Astronomy, Northwestern
Ualversity; scientific consultant to the Air Force
on the subject of UFO's

3D D

“Once expased to the facts. even if you were a
disbeliever, you cannot help but have new and probably
different feelings about the sub ject. T he evidence sup-
porting theezistenceof this unexplainablephenomenon
is overwhelming.”

Robert Emenegger
UFO's Past, Present and Future

L

“If thesethings are real — and by all human stan-
dards it Aardly seems possible to doubt this any longer
— then we are left with only two hypotheses: that of
their weightlessness on the one hand, and of their
peychic nature on the other....Of course, next to nothing
Aas been gained as regards the physical explanation of
the phenomenon, but the psychic aspect plays sogreata
role tAat it cannot be left out of account.”

Dr.Carl G. Jung

3333

°Among the omissions were the transocean crash
and the Branriff 1959 disaster; the AF attempt todowna
UFO near Redmond, Oregon, proved by FAA logs and

traffic controllers reports; the 1958 AF transport en-
counter, where the captain reported they were ‘shot at’
bya UFO; and other serious and significant cases. Cases
of UFO-caused in juries wer= left out ordenied, including
airliner near-collisions in which passengers were Aurt.”
Majar Donald Keybor

referring to the Condan Repurt ix

"Aliens From Space

DEDDSD

“The official admission that UFO’s are alien space
craft will startle millions and probably frighten manya.
first. But once the citizens know all the facto—and the
lack of proven Rostility—the hysteria should
diminish...Behind the scenes, highly placed secrecy
opponents are working for a completely new, unbiasrd
and open investigation of all the evaded and Aidde
evidence. It will probably lead to a full-scale cras)
program like the Manhatten Project, which producea
the A-bomb, with thousands of scientists and engineers
searching for clues to the UFO’'s advanced techrology.

"To requce the chance of ponie, officials would firs
release harmless reports from the thousonds on record.
Thedisturbing cases would prekably be made publicon.
or two at a time, the least startling ones at the begin-

ning...."
Major Donald Keyho
"Aliens From Specs

Y

“Frankly, it is my opinion that the (U.8) Govern
ment ispreparing us for some momentous news CRACEN:
ing UFO’s—I detect some very clever groundivorn beiny
done and the sooner they tell us the truth, ine begserop
we'll be.”

Martin M. Singer, Editorial Direct«
Saga's UFO Report

(C) NORTH AMERICAN SETI MAGAZINE.

C
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
IS YOURS DUE 227

TO CHECK YOUR YOUR MEMBERSHIP STATUS, SIMPLY CHECK THE ADDRESS LABEL ON
THE FRONT OF THIS BULLETIN. THE DATE SHOWN IS THE LAST BULLETIN YOU ARE

FINANCIAL FOR. MAY 'D LIK

VE - HIP TO A FRIEND
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“..Ifyourlistenerscould seefor themselvesthémass
of reports (concerning landed UFO’s with occupants)
coming in from the airborne gendarmerie (police), from
the mobile gendarmerie, and from the gendarmerie
charged with the jobofconducting investigations....then
they would see that it is all pretty disturbing....In fact
the number of these gendarmerie reports is very great,
and they are very varied.”

From a radio interview with Robert Galley,
French Minister of Defense

DB

“Many people shy away from everyone who claims to
have seen and talked to visitors from other worlds. The
natural reaction is to doubt their word, their sanity, or
both; yet when scientists and astronomers with the
status of men like Dr. W. Buhler, Aime Michel, Joques
Vallee, and Gordon Creighton come forward with a fully
documented report of landings and contacts—over 300
of them—Dbetween beings from outer space and earth
humans, one must reconsider.”

From the front jacket of
"The Humanoids' by Gordon Creighton

Y

“I feel that the Air Force has not been giving out all
the available information on these Unidentified Flying
Objects. You cannot disregard so many unimpeachable
sources.”

Honorsable John McCarmmck,
Speaker of the House of Representatives
DB R

“Unidentified flying ob jects are entering our atmos-

phere at very high speeds and obviously under intelli-

vay of
Therefore
a cop¥ of a new publicat
assistance of some of_ th
world toda{. That

age 4 of thi
ORTH AMERICAN SETI MAGA
We recommend the magazin
it 1s very well Yro uced
new and interesting UFO
An extract of that infor

age 22 & page 23 (Poten
§g%§ glve hgnks and cre

Every year see's the introductlion and the passing

form of UFO magazine or publ
som?t was with someg A

gent control. We must solve this rddlewithout deloy.”
Rear Admiral Delmar Fahrney,
USNR

DD

“Something unknown to our understanding is visit-

ing this earth.”
Dr. Mitrovan Zverev
(USSR)

PDDD

“There is scientific evidence that strange objects are
circling our planet. It is lamentable that
have drawn a veil of secrecy around this matter.”

"I've been convinced for a long time that the flying
saucers are interplanetary. We are being watched py

beings from outer space.”
Albert M. Chop, NASA
farmer US. Air Fozse spolesman,
Prgjoct Blue Book

T

“In thefirm beliefthat the American public deserves
a better explanation than that thus far given by the Air
Force, 1 strongly recommend that there be a committee
investigation of the UFO phenomena.”
Farmer US. President Gerald R-Ford

1catlion,
joy, that we recelved
ion, groduced with the

e best UFOLOGISTS in the
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s edition of our Bulletin and called

ZINE.
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AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN 273




FLYING & Flying Saucer Review “!P——'—am , = ! FPART {|IE—3 "TD_— 4]]0.
SAUCER Library of Congress j f ’
REVIEVW copyright FSR Publications 1
Limited 1981

UFOs anmnd the

Vohume 32, No. 3 DYTGITAL COMPUTER

(publshed April 1967)

ESTABLISHED SPRING 1955

(C) ORBIS Publlication

SCIENTISTS CONFIRM: THERE MAY BE A The Unexplainéd 1984

PARALLEL UNIVERSE

Paul Whitehead, FSR Consultant

Sum.mou is mounting that scientists may be on the
verge of a breakthrough in the search for a parallel
universe, complete with its own galaxies, planets and
intelligent beings

Writing in The Guardian on February 13th 1987,
under the headline “Who Knows What's Hiding In
The Dark? the physicist Dr Frank Close® revealed
that scientists are developing devices to detect an in-
visible mass that permeates our universe.

He writes: “There is a growing suspicion that we
are not alone. The universe (h‘l we see is no more
than a flotsam in a vast sea of dark matter, invisible to
our present technology.

“Like H.G. Wells’ invisible man, the dark matter
gives its presence away by jostling the visible crowd,
so we know that it is there.”

As reported in Flying Saucer Review (Vol 31, No. 2
1986, page 23), scientists have been puzzled. Our uni-
verse behaves in a way that indicates the presence of a
huge missing mass; as much as 90 per cent of the
mass that our universe ought to contain (to explain its
characteristics) is invisible to us!

For example, according to Dr Frank Close, the gal-

axies in our visible universe rotate too quickly to sur-
vive — they should have dissipated long ago.

The visible stars do not have enough mass to hold
the systems together by gravity — vet survive thev
do,” Dr Close writes.

“Something is also holding galaxies together, allow-
ing them to move around each other quickly without
breaking up. That ‘something else’ is probably an
‘enormous mass’ — astronomers are certain that it is
there.”

The question is: what is this dark matter made of?
“The current suspicion is that the dark matter consists
dominantly of massive particles that are slow-moving
and that were ‘left behind’ as the universe expanded.
Gravity would have concentrated them to form clus-
ters on all scales, from clusters of stars to individual
galaxies or groups of galaxies,” Close writes.

The study of heavy particles is tied up at least in
part with the super-string theory developed by Mike
Green of Queen Mary College, London (FSR, Vol 31,
No 2 again). “This theory ... seems to predict that there is
a whole Aodow-universe operating concurrently with
our own, ° Close adds.

Although Dr Close does not mention it in his
article, the super-string theory predicts the existence
of a string of progressively heavier particles; the uni-
vense we know & formed from only one small part of
these strings — a much heavier unicverse, existing in the
same place as our own, would be made up of the heavier

parts of the super-strings.

There may be other universes or other dimensions on
other parts of the strings. The scientist and FSR con-
sultant Dr Jacques Vallée is known to be interested in
a “multi-dimensional” universe as an explanation for
the origin of UFOs. He believes UFOs travel from di-
mension to dimension, and that their ability to do so
explains many of their characteristics.

_]usl two vears ago, scientists claimed that we would
be able to detect a parallel universe only by its grav-
itv. Now. new techniques are being developed to de-
tect the heavy missing mass that mav comprise the
other universe.

“The strategies for detecting dark matter exploit
the fact that it must interact very weakly with us,”
Close writes. The particles comprising the dark matter
may be heavy or light in weight; if they are light, they
will convert into protons under the influence of a
magnetic field “and leave an electromagnetic whisper
in the presence of magnetism,” according to Close.

“So, scientists are developing tuneable microwave
cavities to detect a small excess of protons whose
energy would signal the mass of the dark particles.”

By contrast, he continues, “if the particles are

heavy, they will cause the nuclei of visible matter t
recoil when they hit them. This will warm matter u;
slightly, perhaps only a few thousandths of a degree.
Thus, we have to look for this slight warming.

If dark matter exists and forms a parallel universe,
could have its own intelligent beings, Cluse sugyests
Some of the answers scientists are looking for “may be
known soon”, he savs. “Within two years™ says a re
cent report in the New Scientist

FSR will report on any new developments as they
arise. The concept of a much heavier invisible uni-
verse goes back 20 years, however, to the theory pro-
pounded by Prof. John Wheeler. He suggested then
the existence of a parallel universe consisting of very
dense matter, where time ceases to exist (FSR, Vol 31
No 1, 1985, page 9). The advantage of that, some
theorists say, is that spacecraft from our universe
could travel vast distances instantaneously by moving
through the parallel universe.

*Dr Frank Close is co-author of “The Particle Ex-

Pplusion ™, a pictorial *look into the atom”, published by

Oxford University Press on January 22, 1987.

Computer processing of
photographs of UFOs creates
striking and bizarre images, while
revealing subtleties that are

“difficult to discern in the originals.

WILLIAM H. SPAULDING, director of
Ground Saucer Watch, explains
this new research technique

MOST PHOTOGRAPHS of unidentified flving
objects are disappointing. They are blurred,
lacking in detail and uninformative at a
casual glance. Often they lack the context of
landscape or evervday objects that would
enable one to judge the size and distance of
the UFos. The few that are sharp and clear
usually turn out to be fakes.

It is the task of the UFo photo analyst to
sift through this mass of low-grade material,
weed out the frauds and the misidentified
aircraft, birds and astronomical objects, and
call attention to the small residue of photo-
graphs that resist all attempts at being
explained away.

Traditionally, UFO photo analysts have
been limited to a few techniques of studv. By
measuring shadows thev may be able to show
that the picture consists of a landscape shot
combined with a picture of a model taken
nder totally different lighting conditions.
Vv studying the focus on the UFO they may be
ble to show that it is much closer to the
camera than the witness claimed, and is

therefore much smaller than it appears. By
enlarging details they may be able to reveal
the presence of a tell-tale ‘Frisbee’ trade
mark. More frequently they can identify the
shot as showing some natural object - even
that sceptics’ favourite, the planet Venus,
seen under unusual atmospheric conditions.

But all too often the label ‘unidentified’
has remained on the photograph because
there was apparently too little information to
resolve the question ‘X'hat is this mysterious
object in the sky?’ Yet even in the fuzziest
photograph there are many subtle clues
hidden awayv. Now a powerful new tool, the
computer, promises to disclose them.

One UFO investigation group, Ground
Saucer Watch, has applied the computer to
the analysis of UFO photographs on a large
scale. Ground Saucer Watch was founded in
Cleveland, Ohio, Usa, in 1957 in order to
bring a high level of technical expertise to the
study of UFO reports. The group wanted, in
the words of a statement made then. to ‘see
positive scientific action taken to end the
elements of foul-up and cover-up in UFO
research’. A network of soo scientific and
engineering consultants assists it in this task.

Now the computer is available as an aid. It
enabled Ground Saucer Watch, in a study of]
1000 photographs that had prima facie
plausibility, to reject all but 45 as misidentifi-
cations or hoaxes. Here are some of the
techniques that are used to sift such quanti-
ties of material.
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these are generally dark objects seen against
the davume sky . — But another
technique, colour coding, can extract in-
formation from the brightness patternin the
original pictures. It exploits the fact that the
eve can distinguish colours far more readily
than it can distinguish shades of grev.

To colour-code a picture, the computer is
linked to a colour television set. Each pixel is
assigned a colour according to its brightness.
Thus, in the x-ray picture of the flower, the
darkest areasare shown as black. The darkest
shades of grev (the thinnest parts of the
flower! are rendered as shades of violet and
red. Increasingly light areas are shown as
shades of vellow, green and blue. The light-
est arcas (the thickest parts of the plant) are
rendered as white.

The result is a gaudier flower than nature
has ever created, with all the details of
structure leaping out at the eve. Radic-
graphers use this type of colour coding on X-
ray pictures to improve their view of the
interior of the human body.

Astronomers and space engineers apply
the same techniques to the photos they take
with ground-based telescopes, and to the
television images sent back from space satel-
lites and probes. In the original picture,
brightness levels may represent the actual
brightness of a planet’s surface, or the tem-
perature of a gas cloud in space, or the
intensity of radio waves from distant gal-
axies. The patterns in the computer-gener-
ated image will represent this information in
terms of colour. So, though there is a super-
ficial resemblance in these different types of
picture, the information they give is totally
different in nature.

An ambiguous message

What does the procedure reveal specifically
about UFOs? The brightness pattern of light
and dark in the photo image of a UFO is a
complex and ambiguous ‘message’, involv-
ing the shape of the object, the amount of
light it may be emitting at each point, its
intrinsic lightness or darkness if it is being
seen by reflected light, the effects of glare and

atmospheric haze, and so on. Emphasising
the pattern by the colour-coding technique
often reveals the true form of the object
immediately. A broken, uneven density may
indicate a cloud. A cylindrical shape with
protruberances may appear, indicating an
aircraft body and wings partly hidden by
glare. The contours of a ‘daylight disc’
(meaning any davtime UFO) are revealed, and
often turn out to be suspiciously like those of
a camera lens cap, a pie plate, or a hub cap.

Ground Saucer Watch has emploved
these techniques on thousands of photo-
graphs. Take as an example the two famous
‘Colorado pictures’ overleaf. They show a
single UFO sighted and photographed at
precisely 6.20 a.m. local time on 28 August
1969 by Mr Norman Vedaa and his pas-
senger while driving north-east on State
Route 8o0s, approximately 70 miles (110
kilometres) east of Denver, Colorado. Mr
Vedaa described the object as vellow-gold,
tremendously brilliant, oval in shape, and
soundless. He said: ‘The object was bright,
hard to look at - and appeared to hover
momentarilv. The object’s glow ... was
producing a reflective light on the clouds
below. . . . Two colour transparencies were
taken and do indeed show a bright vellowish
glow with well-defined edges, back-lighting
the clouds.

The colour-coding technique was used on
the Colorado photographs, and the result is
reproduced on page 61. Again, lighter parts
of the original are represented by white, blue
and vyellow, while darker parts are rep-
resented by red, violet and black.

The light vertical lines in that picture and
in the one below are just a different way of
showing brightness information. The com-
puter has taken a ‘slice’ down the picture
along the left-hand line. At the right, it has
plotted a graph of the brightness of the scene
along that line, shown by the fluctuating line.
Thus the ‘bump’ in the wavy line represents
the bright centre of the object.

The computer also speeds up the detailed
study of light and shadow at any selected
region of the picture. Ground Saucer Watch
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has a ‘library’ of data on the proportion of
light that is reflected by each of a large range
of materials. In some photographs of UFOs
seen by reflected davlight, evervday objects.
such as trees or houses, are visible, with
which the UF0 image can be compared. This
may enable the analyst to make a tentative
judgement about the composition of the U 0.

We can compare the contrast in the light
and shadowed areas of the UFO image and in

landscape teatures: it there is a serious dis-

crepancy. a composite picture or a model
close to the camera is indicated. Essentially
the same method can be used to estimate the
degree to which atmospheric haze veils the
UFO image. The more distant the object is.
the lighter and less contrasty it will appear
because of light scattered by air molecules.
dust and water vapour. This often allows us
to make an estimate of the distance of the U FO
from the witness.

Caretul measurements on the sharpness of
various features in the picture are also a

valuable indicator of distance. In fact, the
annoying fuzziness of most UFO pictures —
which are no worse than most holiday snaps
in this respect - can be turned to advantage.

Sometimes the image of a CFO in the skv is
beautifully sharp, while all ground features
more than 50 feet (15 metres’ awav are
slightly out of focus. This shows that the
object is close to the camera - and so must
cither be a fake or be piloted by very little
green men. Making comparisons of focus is a
traditional part of UFo photo analysis, now
greatly facilitated by the computer.

[nits study of the Viedaa pictures, Ground
Saucer Watch was able to rule out more and
more explanations that seek to reduce the
sightings to causes that are well-known and
understood. This was no weather balloon,
Aock of birds or daviight meteor - the
brightness distribution was that of a disc. It
Was not an aircraft hidden in the glare of
reflected sunlight ~ it was too bright for that,
and not a trace of tail or wings could be
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tound. Lens flares, reflections from clouds,
mirages and other atmospheric effects are all
ruled out: the Sunisinthe wrong position for
them. The object was three-dimensional in
form. and it was certainly a long way from the
camera.

Objective research will progress with the
aid of modern technology, of which the
computer is an important component. In the
near tuture photo analysis will be carried out
by more sophisticated computer program-
ming. in conjunction with more powerful
‘hardware’ - faster computers with bigger
memory capacity, working with scanners
that can break the original image down inio
vet finer detail. Soon it will become virtually
impossible to fake a UFo photograph. Then,
perhaps. the UFO mysterv will be solved.

A measurements of
image brightness made by
the computer. The
measurements are made
along the left-hand line. The
fluctuating line at the right
shows the brightness: it
curves to the right where the
photograph is brightest. The
curve heiped to prove the
disc was not a lens flare,
weather balloon or aircraft
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The pictures were analysed with a Com-
puter Eve. manufactured by Spatial Data
Svstems, Inc. It uses a television-type
camera that scans a picture and breaks it
down into nearly a quarter of a million tiny
‘pixels’ (picture cells), in an array consisting
of 512 columns and 480 rows.

Although the colours of the photographs
provide important information, they do not
come into our computer analyses. The scan-
ner ‘sees’ only a black and white picture. The
scanner measures the brightness of each
pixe! and assigns it a rating on a ‘grey scale’
from o (completely dark) to 31 (bright
white . So the whole picture is reduced to a
quarter of a million numbers. which are
stored in the computer’s memory. They can
be recalled and used to build up a black and
white image. a direct copy of the original, on
a television screen linked to the computer.
But theyv can also be manipulated in count-
less different wavs to generate new images,

which revzal unsuspected information in the
original picture. or display it in unfamiliar
and striking ways.

At the touch of a button the computer
operator can do most of the things that the
photo technician can do only at the cost of
several hours’ work in his laboratory.

The computer can instantly enlarge any
selected detail of the picture to tull-screen
size. There are limits to the degree to which
this can usefully Le done. The picture
becomes coarser as the mosaic of pixels
becomes more evident. This begins to
happen when the picture has been enlarged
by about tour times, in height and breadth.

The computer can ‘stretch’ the contrast, |
brightening the light areas and darkening the |-
shadows. so emphasising the detail in a
murky original. (This is what vou do to vour
television picture when vou turn up the
contrast control.)
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Fabhancing the image

i Measurements of distances and angles on the
| image become extremely easy. Crossed lines
can be superimposed on the picture and
moved at will, to identifv points of interest.
"The computer can measure the positions of
those points and instantly calculate distances
and angles.

All this makes life easier for photo ana-
lysts, and enables them to plough through
much more material than before. But the
computer can also easily accomplish a
pumber of feats that are impracticable, or
even impassible, for the photo technicianto
perform.

Foar cxampie, the computer can enhance
the edges of the features seen in a photo. The
effect of edge entrancement is illustrated here
with a picture that is a little more conven-
tional than a vFo photo. The x-ray picture of
a flower is in black and white. Each shade of
grey carries information about the flower ~
its thickness, and hence ability to absorb x-
ravs, at that point. In this negative image, the
brighter areas correspond to thicker areas of
plant tissue. There is a great deal of delicate
structure to be seen in the petals and the
ceatral pistil.

Buttheeve’s ability to distinguish shades
of grey is limited. The result obtained when
the edges are enhanced is also shown oppo-
site. Areas of uniform shade in the original
are represented as a medium grev in the
computer-processed picture. \Wherever the
original increases in lightness (from left to
right) the computer draws a bright line,
while where there is a transition from light to
dark it draws a dark line. The result is
arresting. The flower’s structure, which was
lost in the subtle, veil-like x-rav image, is
now laid bare in a tracery of metallic clarity.,

Edge enhancement has hittde relevance to
the indisnnct forms visithle in many vFe
pictures. However, it is revealing when ap-
plied to UFO images showing faint derail,

THE PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEX by “Billy' Mecicr
of Pleiadean spacecraft as they flew around
the vallevs near Hinwel, Switzerland, are
among the most striking UFO"piclures ever
published. They are so striking that they
evoke that paradoxical response: 100 good to
be true. But after a while one realises, looking
at these elegant productions. that onc’s
instinct has backed awayv from them tor a less
cvnical reason: the pictures simply don't fut
with one's sense of light and shade as seen in
the real world. They are visuaily disjointed.
offending one’s sense of balance, clashing
with one’s memory of how thiags look™
Then,on a closer look. certain patterns inthe?
pictures emerge ~ and certain suspicions are
aroused. ]
Is it coincidence, for example. that so
many pictures of the same craft seem to show
the fiving disc at exactly the same angle to the
camera, despite the very different locations
and times of dav at which the pictures were’
supposedly taken? Why do the reflections
and shadows on the Pleiadean spaceships
appear the same, too. despite th; various
backgrounds? Why are the undersides of the
craft alwavs so dark — as thev would be if they
were models, sav, close to the camera? Why
does only one picture, of extremely jow
quality, exist of a landed disc? Is there any
significance in the massive preponderance of
shots in which the craft are shown against a
clear, light sky - the best type of background
on which to superimpose a UFO image?
Wendelle Stevens and Genesis 111 = whom
it seems fair to call both investigators and
publicists of the Meier case — have their own
answers to some of these questions. In an
interview with the ufologist Timothy Green
Beckley, Wendelle Stevens rather disarm-
ingly remarked:
First of ail, photographs are poor evi-
dence because there are so many things
that we can do technically to produce
images. However, there are also so
many wayvs we can detect a hoax. We
can tell if we are dealing with super-
imposed overlays, refiected images,
double exposures. We can tell by look-
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ing th.rough special microscopes and
searching for grain density and grain
patterns. We can pretty much tell if an
object has been thrown into the air or
suspended by something in the air.
And in keeping with that scepticism, the
book published by Genesis 111, CFO . . .
contact from the Pleiades, shows computer-
processed versions of the photographs that
appear to validate their authenticityv. It is
when Wendelle Stevens starts to Explain
some of the computer enhancements that rhe
reader’s credulity is stretched. Savs the
colonel: ’
We can [analyse photographs] with a
computer by studying the edges
around any given object. In high mag-
nification an edge is seen as a series of
shock waves. There is a special formula
for the spacing of these shock waves
that make up the edge. How strong thev
are, how far apart they are, will tell yofj
how far apart that edge of the object is
from the camera. If the body is in
‘motion, the shock waves are com-
pressed on the leading edge, and
expand on the trailing edge.
In_ fact, nothing of the kind happens. What
this particular computer process does is
enhance the picture contrast in areas where

v 9

& William H. Spaulding,
Director of the Western
Division of Ground Saucer
Watch (Gsw), at the console
of the image-processing
computer with which Gsw
analyse UFO photographs.
GSwW's verdict on the Meier
pictures that they studied:
‘total hoaxes’

the image brightness varies — especially at
the edges of features, making it possible to
make judgements about how far the object
photog}'aphed is from the camera. In some
cases, it 1s possible to intensifv otherwise
hard-to-detect strings or supports attached
to the object. This has nothing whatever to
do with shock waves. though Stevens has
repeated the idea more than once.

In Genesis 111's book. the 12 or so pictures
purporting toshow analvtic enhancements ot
Meier's pictures are accompanied by details
of the various tests to which the photographs
were subjected. It is claimed that the com-
puter enhancements showed how the light
values of the landscape are consistent with
those on the bottom of the craft.
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