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ED T 0 RIAL -=======================-====== 

IS THE R EALITY 

STRANGER THAN FICTION? 

The fol l owing passage appeared in th� 'Letters To The 
Editor' section of one of Austral ias largest dail y 
newspaper. On read ing its content s, one becomes 
reminde d  that even t hose who we_ hold in great 
respect, not only for their achievements but also for 

t h eir fo r esight and j u d gment, are in no way 
p rivil eged or gifted to anticipate what is real or 
what may be the truth for things to come. 

History has taught us that select women and men will 
be given i nsight into new and as yet undefined fac ts, 
skills, w.ealth, knowledge, materials and mechanisms, 
without, and in most cases rely knowing �.Nhat such a 
disc overy may in the end bring to mankind! 

The vision we as UFGLIGISTS now have of the r -eality 

1 of t he UFO at this point · n  h i st ory reside partly in 
ficti on, imagination and Y eality. Not one inch shall 
we tYavel acr oss that bridge to a conc l usion until we 

are given the next link or span to cross that gap. 

The questi ons we as UFOLIGISTS mu st ask are 

therefore, questions that ask "What if• and not uwhat 
has happened. " 

The pe r- ple xin g problems we now face revolve around 
how and whc.J do we question. The present sc i en ti fie 
thin king and structure as we see it today, does not 
have this flex ibility. 

I pity al l who cast without doubt, t hat they and they 
alone have what in their eyes, is the final truth or 
concl usion. For history has a way of making even the 
best of us look fool ish. 
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EDITORIAL������ 
.. I t t o o k t he p er c e p t i on of t he 
DUKE OF WELLINGTON in t he 1820s 
to declare on t he fut ure of t he 
s t e a m  l o c o m o t iv e :  "I s e e  no 
re a s o n  t o  s up p o s e  t ha t  t hese 
m a c h i n e s  w i l l  e v e r f.::•r c e 
themselves int o  general use." 

Professor AL AN GI LB E RT of t he 
University of NSW, addressing t he 
Cha m b e r  o f  Mi n es ,  Me tals and 
Ex t r4ct ive Industries in Sydney, 
was dwelling on how the fu t ure 
can make fools of us. 

HE quote d  L ORD HA LDA N E , the 
British defence planner who said 
at the turn of the century: "The 
aeroplane will never fly� " 

At abo ut the sa me ti me ,  t h e 
in v-en t o r, L ORD KE LVIN, s aid: 
"Radio has n(:. future ... 

The German inventor., WERNER V ON 
SIE MENS, rema rk e d  w i t h  equal 
confidence: " Elect ric light will 
never take the place 1:,.f gas_." 

Professor GILBERT continued, 11In 
1'300 s o m eo n e sa i d: �Man will 
never fly - no t in a thousand 
y e a r s . '  H i s n a m e  w a s  
astonishingly, was WIL BUR WRIGHT� 
which _ t:J;es t o  show jus t how 
deeply depressing minor setback.s 
car'l! be,. o 

Apparent y AUGUST LUMIE R E , t he 
invent t:.Y -of cinematogr-aphy, •=>nee 
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���EDITORIAL ---

said of his invent ion: "It can be 
exploited for a certain t ime as a 
sci entific curiosity, but apart 
from t hat i t  has no commer-cial 
value ." 

As the prof essor remarked, t ry 
telling that t•::. the makers of. 
BATMAN! .. 
REF :  THE W E EKE ND A US TR A L  I AN, 
SEPTEMBER 9TH, 1989: 

FIVE YEARS IS LONG ENOUGH 

Well it's o f ficial at last. I have decided to call 
this edition my last. Five years in my opini•::en is 
long enough and it's time for new blood, ideas and 
enthusiasm from the Editor and Producers chair. 

The Bulletin has change dramatically over this time. 
I am very proud of all the changes I have been able 
to make, for t he better I trust. Although some may 
disagree. 

Members sho uld be aware that over this t ime, many 
benefits have come about even though you may at first 
no t realise i t .  

You now -have: 

A bullet in t ha t  gets t o  you ahead of t ime and not 
t hree months behind as experienced in t he past. 
An increase from an average 9,800 word/edit ion t o  
14,000'word/edition, up 43%. 
A mistake/words rat e  of only 0.002% on average. 

I t  is int eresting to no t e  t ha t  t he SUN newspaper 
runs a t  an average of 0.0024%. 
An increase, from 16 pages t o  32 pages. 
An increase, from on average 9 st ories/edit ion t o  
todays average· of 15 s tories/edi t ion up 67%. 
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ED ITO RIAL ============================= 

- From a 2 photo· /edition to a 1 5  photo· /edition up 

650/. . 

From N O  art work/edition to on average 15 units o f  

art work up 1 00% . 

New cover. 
Book format, l ayout and cl ear art wor k. 
Plastic covers for postage. 

- An updated diary incl uded. 
- Subscription l isting. 
- A index o f  past Bull etin contents . 

Advertising. 

- Material for bal ance <Anti UFO point o f  view). 

Less press clips and more short stories. 

And thanks to Commit tee Member, Steve Partridge , 

for new tags, membership renewal in formation and 

mailing improvements. 

And for the new year. We n ow have pl ans f or another 

new cover, Gary Wings Australian Sighting catalogue, 

clear o ff se t p r i n t i n g  an d w e  trust a dr amatic 

improvement in t he quality o f  our photographs as we 
s t art to use the new machinery available to us. 

Art Director, Manuel Fernandez will have new art work 
and a much more attractive Bulletin to present. 
All these pl anned new ventures wil l be avail abl e for 

the new Editor I Producer for our next edition. 

And for the compl aints I receive about the Bul letin, 

the support has al ways been st r ongeY. I_ 1 eave a 

Bull etin, foy who ever the next Editor I Producer may 

be, that is in my opinion " The best product that our 

budget, time and experience can produce". 

A ve r y sin ce re thanks t o  th� m a n y peo ple and 
societies who hatve cont ributed editorials, articl es 
or in formation over the past 5 years. 
And I wish the nex �d-tor I Producer the very best 
o f  lu•:k .. Now -back tc' the res.ear�h! 

J OHN.W. AUCHETTL 
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ON THE UFO TRAIL 

Paul 8. Norrnan 

During Sept ember 1970, I 
c r ossed the Nullarbo r  
Plain for the first t ime. 
Since then, my visits to 
the area have been many, 
stopping of f at first one 
road house then another • 

On each and every trip 
across that interesting 
o u t b ac k  o f  Austral ia I 
h ave encountered stories 
of s t r a n g e  l i g h t s ,  
ob j ects and experiences 
th a t  h a v e  oc curred io 
numerous motorists, truc k 
drivers and bus d rivers 
as well as reports from 
pilot s wh o have f lo wn 
over t he region. 

One of the most recen t 
encoun t e rs, prev iously 
mentioned, was that of a 
Pio n eer bus driver and 

his passengers who were 
paced for 10 Km. Although 
t he obje c t  w as n e a r  
groun d level an d the sky 

w as o ve rc ast with n o  
st ars v isibl e a t  t h at 
time, the planet Jupiter 

was th e "explanation .. 
put forward by dedicat ed 
d ebun kers. If t rue, it 
was the first recorded 
a ppea rance of Jupiter 
b e l o w t h e c l o u ds o f  
e a r th. From t his same 
s ource d e bun kers also 
t ri e d  to convince the 
n a tion th at the right 
rear.tyre o f  the Knowles 
f a m i l y  c a r  h a d  b e e n  
d a m a ged by running at 
high speed on the rim. 
Just h6w t his could be 
done without batt ering 
t h e r i m  w a s - n o t 

e x p l a i n e d . Such 
de b u nk in g  a t t e mp t s 
coming from this crop of 

s o-c alle d  exper ts is 
g i v i n g  t h em. t h e  
r e p u t�t i o n  o f  t he 
1 e adi ng . ·  'MALFUNCTION 
JUNCTION' in Australia., 
coming•to sec on d place 

o n  1 y -- to-,--Phi 1 i p Klass · 

• . I I 
the c h1ef debu n ker in I 
t he Un ited States with! 
h i s s o - c a 1 � 1 e· d j' 

" s c i e n t i f i c " I 

AUSTRAi.IAN UFO BULLETIN 7 



. 

inve s tig a t ion •:.f un kn o wn 
ph en omen a .  

T h is s o r t o f  r idic u l e 
. p r e ve n t s  i n n o c e n t a n d  

s in ce r e o bser ve r s  from 
comin g for wa r d t o  r epor t 
t h e ir e x per ie n ces so we 
can l ea r n  mor e a bout t h e 
myst er y ob ject s .  Us ua l ly ,  
th e o bser ver s d o  n o t  kn o w  
en oug h a bout th e subject 
t o  d e f e n d t he m s e l ve s 
wh er e a s  the s e a s o n e d 
Ufo l o g is t  ca n dis h the 
r idicul e r ight back in to 
t h e d e bun ker s l a p. 

Th e N u l la rbo r Pla in has 
become so in ter es tin g t o  
me t h a t  a s  t his a r t icl e 
i s  b e i n g w r itt e n  
(Sept ember 1'3.8'3) I am on 
th e U F O Tra i l  on the 
Nu l l  a r b-or P l a in ,  
a c c o m p a n i e d  by thr e e  
c o n t a c t s  who ar e a s  
i n t r i g ued w i t h  t h e  
s ubject a s  m y se l f. 

Over th e yea rs , I have 
spoke n wit h in d i.vLd ua l s 
who a r e n a t ive to t he 
r eg ion espe c ia ll y peop1e 
wh o h a ve o bs er ve d  UFOs 
wh i 1 e out shQo t i n g  and 
o thers wh ose occup a t ion s 
have t aken th em to the 
a r e a . Ma ny or-: these 
r ep or ts con c e r n �d str an g e  
l igh t s not only ying 
h i g h in the sky but 
d a r t i ng about and 
hoverin g l ow over the 
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g r oun d .  Such r ep o r t s  a s  
t he s e a r e t h e  p r im a r y 
r e a so n  fo r t he p ur pose 
o f  m y  c u r r e n t  v is it 
because o n e  of t h e main 
a t tr a ction s a p pear s to 
be t h a t som e of t h e 
ob j � ct s a r e h o v e rin g  
c•ve r o p e n i n g s  i n  th e 
gr oun d which l ea d  t o  t h e  
va s t  un d e r groun d wa ter 
b a s i n u n d e r t h e 
Nul l ar bo r  P l a in .  

These a r e thousa nd s of 
wor l d -�id e r epor ts wh e r e  
UF O s  a r e n e a r  f r e s h 
wa ter sour .ces wh ich m a y  
b e  t h e  r e a s o n m o r e 
ob j e ct s a r e r e p o r te d  
fr •:.m Sout h Ame r ica t h a n  
a n y o t he r  c o n t i n en t . 
This is due t o  both t he 
i s o l a t io n a n d  t h e 
_a bu n d a nt fr e s h  wa t €r 
s u pp l y ,  whe r e  a s  
Aus tr a lia is t he d r ie s t  
con tin en t a n d  t h e wa ter 
s u p p l y i s v-er y m u c h 
r estrict e d. It ha s c.ome 
t o  my at ten tion that t h e 
wa t e r le v e l s i n  d a ms 
h a ve d r oppe d  d ur in g UFO 
a •:t ivit y o ve r  f a r m s .  
Wa ter tan ks a s  we l l  h a ve 
been emptied whi 1 e UFOs 
h a ve hovered overhead. 

Two of those previousl y 
m e n t i"One d in The 
Australian U 0 Bulle in 
w�re he White �cres 
Encounter and the 
Bundalaguah prop e rty 

a ct i vit y whe r e fa r m e r s 
r ep o rt e d  a n  un usua l l ow 
w a t e r l e v el i n  th e 
b i 1 1 a b C• n g s ,  1 oc at ed i n 
East er n  Victoria. 

A b o u t  th e same time 
a n o t h e r  d air y f a r m e r  
wa tc h ed as a UFO hovered 
c•veY o n e  of his wate r 
t a n ks before l an din g  a 
fe w met r e s away from the 
ta n ks ,  l e a v i n g a f o ur 
me tr e  cir cl e whe r e it had 
s a t o n  t h e g r o u n d .  
Al t h o u g h t h a t  in c id e n t  
cu:•:ur red d urin g  t h e s a m e  
p e r i o d a s  t h e  a bc•ve­
m e n t i o n e d  ca se s ,  it wa s 
n ear l y  two yea r-s 

a ft erwa r ds be fo re we 
l e a r ne d o f  it . The 
far mer h ad previousl y 
r e p o r t e d a c l os e 
encou nte r b u t was 
ridicul ed. He reported 
the l ater incident to us 
after a fr ien d  t o ld him 
o f  VUFO R S  w h c•s e 
r e s e a r ch e r s se rious l y 
inve st ig a te encoun t ers. 

Whe n P a t Gi 1 d e a  a n d  I 
a r rive d for a vis it t •:. 
h i s f a r-m w e notic ed 
cr-a c k s  in t h e con c r et e  
t a n k  w h i ch h a d be en 
rep aired a n d  a sked t he 
fa r me r- for the r-eason . 
<see phot o 1). 
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Hi s r e p l y w a s  tha t he 
a ssume d  the initial crack 
was caused b y  an ear th 
tr e m o r  although he knew 
of no such tr emor . Wate r 
was being pumped into the 
tank and he was no t sure 
whether or not any water 
�as taken. Th e damaged 
tank was 1 at er replaced 
by a new one. 

O n l y  s ix m o nt h s  ago 
VUFORS r ec e i  v ed anothe·r 
si m ilar rep Qrt . Although 
the incide n t  took place 
ab ou t  th-e same t ime, 
witnesses did no t c o me 
for wa r d  b ecaus e t hey 
feared -ridicul e. On that 
(See photo 2), occasion 

the water was taken from 
a ci r c u l a r t r ou g h 
thr o ugh a floa t v alve 

f e d  from the ad j acent 
concrete tank which had 
a sealed top. 

During the same period , 

circles were found near 
othe� watering troughs 
af t e r  str ange l i gh t s  
were seen in the same 
vicini ty . We have only 
r e ce n t l y l e a rne d o f  
anothe r case, h owever, 
witnesses to the even t 
now live in England and 
it w il l  b e  som e t im e  

b efo r e w e  k n o w  t h e 
details. 

BRIEFLY : . .  

THE circle was 3 7 ft across, a 
perfect swirl of flattened green 
wheat spinning out from a 
tight centre. Despite a week's 
exposure to passing ramblers, 
it was in almost pristine con­
dition, the horizontal plant 
stems neatly brushed towards 
a sharp division with the 
surrounding crop. 

"I have never seen anything 
like it before," declared Pat 
Delgado who, with fellow re­
searcher Colin Andrews, had 
r e c o r ded t h e  myste r i o u s  
appearance o f  148 circles in 
the fields of southern England 
during the previous four and a 
half weeks. 

Delgado, a retired electro­
mechanical design engineer, 
was referring to a distinctively 
baffling feature of this circle 
near the village of Chilcomb, 
two and a half miles from 
Winchester. Curving out from 
its edge, like a tadpole's tail, 
was a 28-yard channel whose 
flattened stems were combed 
immaculately towards the cir­
cle. Enormous pressure ap­
peared to have been applied to 
these precise formations so 
that . the soil  carr ied -im­
pressions of the otherwise un-
damaged stems. . 

The circle's centre lay be­
tween a tractor's wheel tram­
lines, and some. 200 yards 
from ancient tumuli. 

Why, one wondered, would 
an alien leave his spacecraft to 
walk into the field and then 
return? Perhaps for a very hu­
man reason. I recalled that 
Delgado and Andrews's new 
book, Circular Evidence, men­
tioned the discovery of a "lu­
minous, white, jelly-like sub­
stance" which had defied ana­
lysis. 

Aliens are, of course, taboo 
among serious British UFO 
investigators.  The t w o  
researchers, who favour the 
theory of a rotating energy 
field, say they are working 
with 35 scientists, and stress 
their own technical creden­
tials. 

Delgado worked at the Brit­
ish missile testing range in 
Australia and later for Nasa. 
Andrews, whose Andover 
home is their operational 
base, is a senior electrical engi­
neer with the local borough 
council. 

Their remarkable aerial 
photographs are largely due to 
Busty Taylor, a fully qualified 
driving instructor with a pi­
lot's licence. Busty is a man. 

But last week their pro­
fessionalism was called into 

. question by the British UFO 
Research Association (Bufora). 

It accused them of "foster­
ing a space-age myth" in their 
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rejection of a meteorological 
explanation, of ignoring the 
extent of hoaxes and of per­
versely insisting that the cir­
cles are mostly confined to 
Hampshire and Wiltshire. 

It also cited the authors' 
apparent reluctance to reveal 
that they were consultants to 
Flying Saucer Review - "a 
journal which has featured a 
secret 'plot' to remove UFO 
books from libraries and lin­
ked UFOs with genies". 

I put this to Andrews. "I am 
indeed a consultant to Flying 
Saucer Review," he said. "I 
don't see what that has to do 
with it. I haven't gone out of 
my way to push that because 
we want to keep the research 
scientific. 

"The vortex doesn't have to 
b e  intell i g e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  
personally I believe it is." 

He contends that the phe­
nomenon is- not only increas­
ing at an exponential rate, but 
that it is evolving. Indeed, the 
book's photographs show a 
bewildering array of single, 
double and triple circles, or­
namented with permutations 
of 'Saturn' rings, satellite cir­
cles and swirl patterns. 

The latest twi t, c1aim the 
researchers, is a molecular· 
change in affected crops which 
is passing into the food chain. 

1 2 AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN 

"The pattern is initially spi­
ralled, but it starts growing 
into patterns like a dart 
board," Delgado said. "Of the · 
95 circles reported in Wilt­
shire until last week, one third 
were developing the same 
molecular damage." 

Their critics at Bufora assert 
that by drawing media atten­
tion to Wessex and ignoring 
evidence of wider distribu­
tion, Delgado and Andrews 
are inadvertently encouraging 
elaborate hoaxes by groups 
fixated on the mysticism of 
Stonehenge, A vebury and Sit­
bury Hill. 

The researchers readily 
agree that the mysterious force 
appears to be taking an in­
terest in them. uwe can be 
talking, even on an aircraft, 
and the phenomenon appears 
to respond to the discussion, 
even the thought," Andrews 
said. 

Fortunately, they can iden­
tify genuine circles with dows­
ing rods. And by felicitous 
circumstance, Delgado's na­
ked hands are tuned to energy 
forces and subterranean water. 
In their book, Andrews relates 
several pers.onal close en­
counters with the paranormaL 

I asked if they d any evi­
dence of animal life being af­
fect- �·-��"!drews triumphantly 

: : : : I I : : : : : : : I : : : : : : I I : : : : : : : : I : : : : : : : I I I : : : : : : : : : I : 
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N 0 T I C E 

TO M E M B E R S 

CITY MEETINGS 

Because of the in c reasing atten dance by members an d 
the p ubli c to thee Societi.es city meeti ngs , the 
committe e  has acq uired the l a rg e r lec ture room 
f�cilities f or the fu ture. 

.. The re f ore ,we we l come i n t er e s ted membe r s 
t c• br i n g eit h er t he i r fam i l ie s  •:.r fr i en d s . " 

: : : : I : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : :, : : : : : : : : I : 
. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : : : : : : : : I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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__ emerged from his kitchen with 
- a frozen jamjar containing a 

fly, still clinging to a stem. 
�'This was taken from the 
centre of the vortex at Chit­
comb. His wings -are· out­
stretched. He was about to 
take off. He's been zapped 
dead." Andrews beamed. 

They have other flies in the 
sky - the Optica aircraft of 
Hampshire and Wiltshire 
police who, they say; exchange 
details. of new circle forma­
tions. "They recognise we 
can't keep sweeping this under 
the carpet," Andrews said. 

"It's big. We need help. We 
have the Japanese arid French 
flying_in, and still our govern-

I 

== ment 1s not prepared to get off 
- their backsides and come 

down here." 
He flourished a graph of 

·sightings. ''The way this is 
going, something is going to 
h appen in t h e  n ext f e w  
months." 
Circular Evidence by Pat Del­
gado and Colin Andrews is 
published on Thursday by 
Bloomsbury (£14.95) .. 
The recently published Con­
troversy Of The Cirdes. by 
Jenny Ran dles and Paul 
Fu ller, is. av.a ilable fr om 
Bufora, 37 Heathbank Road. 
Stockport, Cheshire, SK3 OUP 
(£3.95)� 
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An Open Letter To 
Dr. Carl Sagan 

By Stanton T. Friedman 

Dear Carl: 
It reaHy saddens me, as a c-lassmate 

of yours for 3 years, to have to once 
again, for the third time, write to cor­
rect a false and misleading statement 
by you concerning flying saucers. I 
should think you would take your 
professional status as a scientist and 
a science communicator more seriously 
and get your facts straight before 
speaking out. The latest example of 
misinfonnafion (folloVJing on your COS­
MOS UFO piece and your CBC radio 
interview VJith V. Gaberau) appears in 
the Toronto Star, Sunday, October 
16, 1988. I first checked with the wri ­
ter, Jack Miller, who assured me that 
-his coverage of your comments was 
accurate. Unfortunately} ·your state­
ment '�every flying saucer 'sighting' 

when given a genuinely tough scien­
tific scrutiny has been judged either a 
mistake or a fraud" is itself a fraud, 
The exact opposite is i true! Every 
large scale scientific study of flying 
saucers has produced a significant 
number of cases which not only can­
not be identified, but which clearly 
indicate that some so called flying 
saucers are manufactured objects behav­
ing in ways that we Earthlings cannot 
y.et duplicate with our manufactured 
obje-cts. Let me -give some examples: 

1.) Project Blue ·Book Special Re­
port Number 14 was completed by 
scientists and other professional per� 
sonnel· at the Battelle Memorial Insti­
tute in Columbus, Ohio, under con-

!WE WISH TO THANK: 
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tract to the USAF Project Blue Book. 
21.5% of the 3201 sightings studied in 
detail had to eventually be listed as 
UNKNOWNS. "Those reports where­
in the description of the object and its 
maneuvers could not be fitted to the 
pattern of ANY KNOWN OBJECT 
or phenomenon" completely separate 
from the 9.3% listed as Insufficient 
Information, the 1._5% listed as psy­
chological manifestations and the other 
KNOWNS. Note that no sighting 
could be listed as an UNKNOWN 
unless all four of the professional final 
report evaluators agreed it was an 
UNKNOWN, though any 2 could 
categorize any sighting in one of the 
KNOWN groups. Furthermore, it was 
also found that the better the quality 
of the sighting, the more likely to be 
an UNKNOWN, and that the dura­
tion of observation for the UNKNOWNS 
was greater than for the KNOWNS, 
with more than 60% being observed 
for longer than 60 seconds. Mistakes 
or frauds? 

2.) According to an 11-person pro­
fessional UFO subcommittee of the 
American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, 30% of the 117 sightings 
investigated by the professional scien­
tists under Dr. Edward U. Condon at 
the University of Colorado could not 
be identified. Mistakes, Frauds? 

3.) Dr. James E. McDonald, Pro- ' 
fessor of Physics at the University_ of 
Arizona, personaly investigated hundreds 
of UFO sightings. Since these 

generally prescreened cases, it is not 
surprising that many remained UN­
KNOWN after serious and competent 
professional investigation. Jim wrote 
many papers, as you know, and he 
presented a number of his cases at 
the Congresional Hearings, July 29, 
1968, and the AAAS Conference in 
Boston, which proceedings you edited. 
You were present at the Hearings as 
well. Mistakes, Frauds? 

4.) Dr. Leonard Nikisin of the sec­
tion on SETI of the Soviet Academy 
of Sciences stated on October 14 that 
20% of the more than 20,000 UFO 
sightings investigated by a profes­
sional commission on Abnormal AtJnos. 
pheric Phenomena (backed by the 
SAS and headed by a Cosmonaut) 
could not be identified. This is not 
surprising in view of the previous 
detailed study by Gindilis et al. Mis· 
takes, frauds? 

There are many other examples 
such as the 2500 Physical Trace cases 
from 65 countries _collected by Ted 
Phillips, and the more than 3000-pilot 
sightings investigated by Dr. Richard 
Haines, and the many abduction 
cases investigated by Budd Hopkins 
and a team of psychiatrists and other 
professionals. 

I find it quite extraordinary that you 
keep saying "extraordinary claims 
require extraordinacy evidence" when 
you you��elf _keep· making extraordi­
nary. claims about both the preval-

e of ETI and the absence of good 
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flying saucer sightings. You provide 
no evidence whatsoever to back up 
your claims, which, unfortunately, are 
demonstrably false. 

I keep getting asked why you make 
such false statements. I suggest to the 
questioners that they ought to ask 
you, not me. When they push me, I 
do have to point out that, obviously, 
if alien spacecraft are visiting earth, 
and not asking you for a meeting, 
that decreases your importance and 
throws out the whole notion of the 
radio telescope SETI which you have 
backed so vigorously. I also acknowl­
edge that you may have taken over 

from Donald Menzel as the UFO dis­
information specialist, which may only 
show my naivite, since I express my 
doubts about it. I trust you have seen 
my article about Menzel and his dou­
ble life? 

I recognize that you have not rep­
lied to my previous letters re Cosmos 
and Gabereau. I would certainly like 
some explanation for your false state­
ments and even a glimmer of evi­
dence to support them. 

Most cordially, 
Stanton T. Friedman 

New Brunswick 
Canada 

t---:OF-:RE•::::T I ON 

REF: SEPT 1989 EDITION - PAGE 6 PARA 3 
RIGHT HAND COL - LINE DOWN 22 

SHOULD READ " Febr uar y  2 1 st "  . . 

. .  
!.' And new i�'; �ne.' 

Whizzed oF� at:. 
gr�at spetd into 

SFace .... 

Ther�·s no such t.! tif'l:9, oF 
ccur:e, but. Lc lccked like 

a Hyinq 7aucer· · 

PAUL NOHMAN 
lnves1i.gator 4or the 

VICTORIAN UFO 
RESEARCH SOCLETV 

For priva-te interviews with witnesses who hav.e observed uni.dentified flyin.g objects. 

The Soc iety is in direct contact with li!adin_g scientists who _are .ende.avouring to 
solve the UFO phenomena. 

People interested in this subject may subscribe to Th-e Australian UFO Bulletin, 
PO Bax 43, Moorabbin, Vk., 3189. 
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In D e c e mb e r 1'377 and 
J an u a r y  1978, d a i r y  
fa r me r s  in and a r ound 

.Leitchvill, Victo ri a, 
were buzzed by myst e r ious 
1 i g h t s . W e  int ervi e w ed 
some of th e farmers who 
h a d s e n t u s r e p •:.. r t s 
(names in VUFORS fi 1 es). 
H•:.wever, th e intere st was 
far g reat er than the· few 

Tesi.d-ent s in the small 
t�n. S.o g r e .at in fact, 
t�at VUF'DRS Pr e s id en.t 
Si4d i -t.fl Magee and 1 w e r e . 
r eques t e d to g i v e a. 
1 ectur...e at the town hall. 
People came f r o m  mil e s 
around and as f a.r away as 
E..: h-ue a,. Sw an Hi 1 1  and 
S·heppar ton. The hall was 
packed l e a v i n g o nl y  
st anding �·::.o m .  It was 
d ecid ed a r ep eat l ec t ur e  

should be giv e n  t h e 
f1:•ll r:u,.,.�i ng n i gh t . Late r  we 
learned of the rsason for 
the k�en int e r e st - many 
of the far mer s whr:• ·w ere 
either buzzed whi l e 
irrigating, sighted UFOs 
o r  knew of f r i end s and 
r e 1 at i o n  s w h o h a..cl h ad 
e xp e ri en c e s b u t had 
hesi t.ated . to r e pc•r t for 
f e ar of r idi cul e � e r e 
eager to know mor e about 
the UFOs. 

What wa s t h e r e  aro und 
t h a t ar e a.  t o  �ttr act 
UFOs? Why, of course � , i

'
t t. w as th e c e ntr e of �he 

i r r i g at i o n  s ys t e m  of 

Northern Victoria. 

An o t h e r  l•:.ca.tion that 
e x p e r i e n c e s mo r e than 
av e r ag e  w av e s  of U F O  
ap p earances, so many .in 
fact that s o.m e  of the 
l ocal r e si� ent s  r egar d 
the m  as "only a part of 
th e scener y" is Tully in 
Qu e e n s l a nd. Tully. 
r e ce iv e s  the . high�st: 
r a i n f all o.n the· 
Australian cont�t� 

N o w, th e mo-st y ec e.Jlt. 
incident_, J' anua'Y'y -1989 · 

at 7. 15 a. m� - ,. l-a-rge 
c i g a r  sha p e-d Uf'O, 
a p p e ar e d ov.er a farm 
lo cat e d in. the W e stern 
D i s t r i c t c• f 'v' i ,: t •:.t· i a • 

The object was de scr ibed: 
a s  dull silv.er in 
col our . It w-as �:.bs e Yved 
f o r about fiv e minutes 
while stationar y  ov er a t· 
she d  whe r e  iYrlgat1oo · 

pump s were locat ed and 
di s a ppe a r e d  wh�n the 1 . 
far mer s wife starte d  her 
car t o  go an-d tell hel" 
husband wt-.. :.. was -wt:rrki-ng 
some _ di st.an•: e away.. Ttli s 
was the sam e  farm· • wher-e 
all the wat e r  in a smal-l. 

d a m d i s a ppea r ed 
ove �night� It was in the 
-same area J.Jf) ere .a small 
circular obj�ct �as seen 
to m e r g e with a 1 arger 
cigar shap ed ·UFO whi 1 e 
��r i g a t i o n  was in 
progre s s  • 

1. Su��lementar y . 1  
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Just a fe� days prior- to 
th e latest sighting an 
e m pty w a t e r  tank w e nt 
mi s. sing fro m th e far m. 
The tank was found later, 
three paddock s- away where 
it had 'been dropped from 

·the air. Did the Ufonauts 
think. they w er-e going to 
dr··aw_ ·w�_ter- fro m the tank? 

·can Ufcinauts be mistaken? 
. Su r·ely. ·many _· mor- e  •: as es 
exist b·ut go u-nrepo rted 
beca-use· i:•f- th e �idicule 
bar·ri e r- constr-uct ed by 
ar_ffi . . · chai-(. HE >�p e'·r t S II an·d 
� i ·s i.n·f or m ·a· t i o.n fr- om 

. dequnke:rs�·-

Whil� mor-e r-Ssear-ch n e eds 
td �e �one� ·the frequency 
o- f' - LJ f" tf / f r e s h w a t e r 
r'"e 1 at e d c-ase s  a y- e t 00 -
many to b� classed as 
coinciden�� and rai�e s 
many �� estions such as : 
I s h y d Y e:)'Q e n b e i n g 
efxt r ac t�d fr 6m. the wa ter 
f6'r:- s-·.:.. m e  me a n s o f  
p .i o p u t-s i o n ? I s w a t e r-
b e'i ng .. taken OUt Ca f th e 
earth' s

�
-�ecy •:l ing system? 

I s - t h . ., i s ··t h e r e a s C.1 n 
· u ' f on au ':t .s .. ar e e v asi v e,.... 
f · o ·1 1 o _w i n g t h e s a m e .  
ch�fa.ct e r i s tics o f  
t h ·i�ves who a voi d 
de t e� t i�n ? A r e  they 
s t  e ai ing .;:.uY. water? If 
so, wh ere ar� they taking 
the · wat.er? 

I t  is interesting to note 

2. S-upple mentary .2 

that th e lat e st photos 
of Mars r eveal a 1 ar-ge 
number of dr-ied up r-iver 
b e ds and p ro v e s  m uc h  
w at e r  exi s t e d  o n  th e 
p l an et. How about th e 
f a c e on Mar s? W a-s i t 
artificially car-v ed or­
i s  i t  a n a t ur- a l 
f o r m a t i o n ? I f 
a r t i f i c i a -1 1 y 
·constr-ucted, was it·. 1 e·ft 
a s  a m emor-i al to· a n  
e7�ti nct r ac e? O r- ar e 
s om e  o f· t h e m  s ti l'l 
s u r- v i v i n g  i n a -n 
u_n d e Y g r o u n d · " o a s i s 11 ? 
W er-·e th er- e onc e  tr-ees, 
g·r ass and other p i  ants 
on Mar-s and as the:water 
di-mini shed did gr-eener-y 
c e a s e  tea b e c o m e 
i m p o r t a n t a n d  t h e 
pr-i o r- i t y  s h i f t e d  t o  
su·rvi val? 

R e c e n t  r e m ar-k s ··f r o m 
individual s associated 
w ith th e Mars pr o b e s  
h a v e  puzzling comments 
a b o u t  m ys t e r i o u s  
str uctur e s  r-ev ealed in 
photographs. Th ese· vague 
comm ents hav e app e ar-ed· 
in scien•:e publications 
such as 11N.ew Scientist II 

magazin e .  Are or-th odox 
scienti sts b eginning to 
think as Ufologists have 
b e en doing for decades? 

Since· my earl y year s 
-when I was taught that 
the ato m co uld not b e  

) 

split, I have obser-v ed 
that or-thodox scientists 
c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v e 
th ems elve s to be wrong. 
S i n c e  I h a v e b e e n 
involved in UFO res ear-ch 
I h a v e  l o s t m u c h  

c o nf i d e nc e  in or-thodox 
sci enti sts. Only a ver-y 
small p er-c entag e  insist 
that UFOs are imp•:Jssible 
b eca u s e  their- r ep or-ted 
man o e u vr-e s ar- e against 
the l aws of physics. 

Th e s t a t e m e n t  
pr- ecis e l y word for 
the same as the i r  

i s 
word 

fore 
fath er-s made about th e 
turn of th e century when 
they said the air-pl ane 

I 
was impo�sible b ecause it 
was a g a 1 n ·:; t the 1 a w s a:• f 
p h y s i •: s . T h e e 1 e m  en tar y 
educa ted Wright Br-others 
di d not know ;t c ould no t 

be done so the y  did it. 

Car-l Sagan ref u s e s  to 
r- e c o g n i z e a n y 
intellig ence unl e ss it 
f i r- s t  c o n t a c t s h i m 
t h r o u g h h i s  r a dio 
t e l e s c o p e ,  w h i1 e  h e  
i g n o r e s  t h e e vi d e nc e  
b e l.:)w h i s d i s h .  He 
insists any intelligence 
that may exi st �is to o 
fai'" way to reach e�rth. 
He, of cour-se, has heard 
of Al bei'" t Einstein and 
he, of cour-se, knqw.s of 
Y_ e 1 a t i v e t i m e . a n d 
r e l a t ivi t y  but ·carl 
Sagan d6es not � p ��ar to 

have thought about the 
pract ical a�plicaiion of 
·rel ative time. 

M e an whil e ,  cl o s e r  to 
hom e, does the UFO t�ail 
lead to Mars' a�d beyond? 

PAUL NO�: MAN. ·. 

THE WORLD 
SPACE AGENCY PROVIDES UFO REFERRALS 

People writing to the Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasadena� Calif-
urnia about UFOs will receive a form letter providing references to 
the Center for UFO Studies and the UFO Reporting Center's� 24-hour 
telephone hotline. -�e are pl�ased to see UFOs listed along with other 
c a t e g o r i e s o f t e f e r r a 1 1 i k e " P r o p u 1 s i o n S y s t em s 1 " " A e r o n au t i c s , 1' a n d 
u\-Jeather Satellites." The reporting_ of unknown aerial Objec ts is a 
serious matter and such data collection must be encouraged for leg­
itimate study. Th€ JPL should be congratulated for this simple but 
very us e f u l service to the public. · 

Our thanks to Lawrence Fawcett � 
Barry Greenwood. 

<C> JUST CAUSE - Number 2-0 June 1989 
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J u n e  1 9 8 9  

Reoly 10 AUn ol 

J U S T 
P u c  l i sl"le_r :  
L a w r e-nc e  F' a w c e t t  

E d i t o r : 
B a r r y  G r e e n w o o d  

. NI\5/\ 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
Washington. O.C: 
20546 

C A U S E  
Ad d r e s s :  P . O� B o x  2 1 8  

C o v e n t r y , C o n n . 0 6 2 ) 8  

S u o s c r i p t i o n : > 
4 i s s u e s - S 1 0  ( S 1 5  r o r e i g n) I I  lll ll l i 

A p r  i 1  1 0 _, 1 -9 -8 9 

-iil r .. Pe t-e r A .  Ge rs t e n  
Ga-g l i a·rd i ,  To r re s  & Ge r s t e n , P . C .  
8 9 5  s n � r l d a n  Ave n u e  
-e ro n x .f_ N Y  l � S l  

De a r  M r .  Ge rs t e n : 

Th i� i -s  :i n  res po n s e  to y o u r l e t t e r  o f  Oc t ob e r 1 3 ., 1 9 8 8  r e q u e -s t i ng 
t ne s t a t u s  of p r o t oc o l  c o n c e r n i ng • co n t ro l l i ng i n f o rma t i o n  
p e rt a i n i ng t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  o r  c o n t a c t  w i t h e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a l  
l i f e f o rm s " .  

�s o f  th i s  � r i t i ng ,  t h e r e  i s  no o f f i c i a l  � r i t t e n  r e c o r d  t h a t  
s p e -c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  h a n d l i ng o f  i n f o rm a t i o n  r e l a t ed t o  t h e 
d i s c o v e ry .of e x t ra t e r r e s t r i a l  l i f e .  B o w e v e r ,  p r o t o co l s  f o r  
n and l i ng the � i s s e m i n a t i o n p f  i n fo rma t i o n c o n c e r n i ng t h e  
d i s c ov e ry o f  e x t ra t e r r e s t r i a l l i f e a nd e x t ra t e r r e s t r i a l  
i n t e l l i g e � t  l i f e h a v e  be e n  d i s c u s s e d  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  w i t h  
NAS A  p a rt i c i p a t i o n  f o r  t h e  pa s t 2 0  y e a r s . A n  e me r g i ng c o n s e n s u s  
f rom t h e .s e  d i s c.u s s l o n s  emp h a s i z e s  t h e  f o l l ow i ng p o i n t : t h a t  t h e  
d� t e c t i OA o f  � x t r a t e r r e s t r i a l  l i f e  i s  a d i s c o v e r y  w i t h s u c h  
p r-o f ou nd i-m p l i c a t i on s  t h a t i t  t r a n s c e n d s  n a t i o n a l  b o u nd a r i � s  a nd 
s l wu l d  b e. t he · p r o p e r -t y  o f  a l l  h u m a n k i nd .  Th i s  i s  i n  k e e p i ng w i t h 
the ·N a t i o n a l  S p a c e  Ac t o f  1 9 5 8 a nd t h e  NASA p h i l os o p h y  o f  
p rov i -cl l n g  t lVt  w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e d i s t r  i b u t  i o n o f  r e s u l t s f rom 
s p a c e- r e l a t e-d r e s e a rc h  f o r  the g r e a t e s t g oo d  o f  the p e o p l e  o f  
E a r t h . Th i s  i s  a l s o · i n  a c c o rd w i t h t he 1 9 6 8  Tre a t y o n  t h e  
P e a c -e f u l  U s e s  o f  -ou t e r  S p a c e  t o  w h i c h  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  a 
s i g n a t o r y � � n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of a spe c i f i c  pol i cy deal i ng w i t h 
s u c c e s s f u l ve r i f i c a t i o n  of a n  ETI s i g n a l , NASA a n d  non-NASA S ET ! 
r es e a r c h e r s  i n  the U n i t e d  S t a te s  ( a nd a b r.o a d ) h a v e  a d op t ed t h i s  
po l i cy a n  a n  u no f f i c i a l  g u i d i ng p r i nc i p l e . 

S�e r e l y ,  . . < 

b �� Jl} � 
P a t r i c i a .M • . R i e_p 
F re e d om o f  I nf o rma t i o n  

Ac t O f f i ce r  ... 
4 .  S up p l e m en t a r y  .4 

N O W  FO R 

S ALE 

Due t o  p op u l a r  d eman d 

T HE 

1-< N O W LES FA M I LY 

EN t-: O U NT ER 

R EF· O �:T 

$25 Aust 
MUST ORDER NOW 

L i m i t ed Ed i t i on s  
Map s ,  D i ag r am s , Gr ap h s , Rep o r t s  

T r an sc r i p t s ,  Ph o t og r ap h s ,  I n d e x ed 

11Fi r st i n  f i r st ser ve ! "  
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UFO NEWSCLIPPING =.__- -;;ports, reproduced by photo� 
SERVICE -- --._ -

:::::::-::: offset, containing the latest uni- :::::;;;;;, 
The UFO NEWSCUPPING SER- � ted States and Canadian UFO e 
VICE will keep you informed of newsclippings, with our foreign 

all the latest United States and section carrying the latest Brit-

World-Wide UFO activity, as it ish, Au.stralian,  New Zealand 

happens! Our service was started and other foreign press reports. 

in 1969, at which time we con- Also included is a 3-5 page sec-

tracted with a reputable interna- tion of "Forteann clippings (i.e. 

tional newspaper-clipping bureau Bigfoot and other "monster" 

to obtain for us, those h ard to reports). Let us keep you inform-

find UFO reports (i.e. , little ed of the latest happenings in 

known photographic cases, close the UFO and Fortean fields." 

encounter and landing reports, 
For subscription information and 

Occupant Cases) and all Other sample pages from our service, 
UFO reports, many of which 

write today to: 
are carried only in small town or 
foreign newspapers. 

"Our UFO Newsclipping Ser­
vice issues are 20-page monthly 

The Churchill Trust invites applications from Australians, of 
, 18 years and over from all walks of life who wish to be 

considered for a Churchill Fellowship to undertake, durin$! 
1 99 1 , an overseas study project that will enhance the1r 
usefulness to the Australian community. 
No prescribed qualifications are required, merit being the 

. primary test, whether based �n past achievements or 
demonstrated ability for future achievement. 
Fellowships are awarded annually to those who· have 

.already established themselves in their calling. They · are 
not awarded for the purpose of obtaining higher academic 

· or formal qualifications. 
Details may be obtained by sending a self addressed 
stamped envelope 1 2 x 24 ems to: 
"The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 
21 8 Northboume Ave, Braddon, 
ACT 2601 .  

. 
·
,compl�ted applieation forms and reports 
rrom thfee referees must be submitted by 
Wednesday 28 February 1990 . .  
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UFO NEWSCUPPING SERVICE 
Route 1- Box 220 

Plumerville, Arkansas 72 127 

Aust r a l i an Post 
Sep t  1989 . 

Taking a chance, 
FOR· a premium of $1 0 a 
year, the UFO Abduction 
and Casualty I nsurance 
company offers policy 
holders $1 0 million cover 
If they get taken for a ride 

, by al l•ns · fro m outer 
space •. It may sound far· 

fetched,· but In California 
(where · else.�?) the com• · 

pany has already coined. 
$20,000 from gull ible 
Yank• eager for nove� 
dinner-party topics. The 
policy Includes the cost 
of paychlatrlc care, by 
the way • . 

FEAT U R E S  

STATIONHANO George B l a c k ·  
w e l l  used

. 
to be a d

_
yed-in-the­

wool cynac . . .  u nt 1 l  the n ig h t  
he came f a c e  to f a c e  with a UFO. 

Although sho c k e d  b y  t h e  c lose 
encou n t e r  George , 56,  says that  i f  
the a l i en b e ings m an n i n g  t h e  
spac e c raft h a d  i n v i t e d  h i m  aboard 
he wou l d  have leapt a t  the c hanc e .  

Geo rge re calied h i s  expe rien c e  
exclus ively fo r POST i n  a b i d  t o  
assist  t r. e  V i c to rian UFO R e s e a r c h  
Soc i et y.  w h i c h  studies repo rts from 
w i t n e s s e s  who h a v e  o b s e r v e d  
L�Os at c lose range . 

Geo rge , who l ived on the c attle 
grazing p rope rty ' ' White - A c re s · · .  
near Sale l V J ,  wo k e  at l a m  on 
Septe m b e r  30 , 1980 . to hear a 
s t rang-e high - p i t.c h e d  w h i s t l in g  
no ise and t h e  s o u n d  of te rrified 
anim als.  

· ' The noise was ge tting louder 
and I looked o u t  the window and 
saw what I first thought \Vas an 
airc raft abou t to c rash i n to the 
paddoc k . ' '  G e o rge told P O S T .  
' 'Then I realised i t  h a d  n o  w ings . 

" I  threw on s o m e  clothes and 
raced out to the po rc h .  I t  was a 
c lear moonlit  night and I -co u l d  see 
the c raft c learly . 

� ' I t  was dom e -s hape d .  a bo u t  
th-ree -and-a-half m-e tres h i _g h  and 
roughly e ight-and-a-half m e tres 
long with hlue and orange l ights.  It 
was moving . 'Slowly abou t  two 
m e t re s  above the paddock and as 1 
watched 1t cruised down to the 
wate r tan k . hovered ove r it for 
some m int,�tes and then lande-d.  

" I  didn ' t  k now what the hell  was 

going on · · · m y  first thought was I 
had caught some ca ttle ru s t l e rs . . .  

George j u m pe d  o n  a motorb i k e  
a n d  bolted d o w n  to t h e  paddoc k  
where the craft h a d  landed .  

" I  opened t h e  paddock gate and 
got a hefty e l e c tric shoc k .  My 
w a t c h  s t o p p e d  r i g h t  at t h a t  
moment and m y  body w e n t  n u m b  
· · · it  j u s t  didn ' t  wan t  t o  respond. 

. "That gave me a nasty fright so I 
JU �t s t?od t�e re s tu nn e d ,  wat c hing 
t�1s 

_
th�g .  I d nev�r seen anything 

llke 1 t  m my l i fe . It was b e l l - shaped 
with a smaller do m e  on to p .  I 
cou l dn ' t  see any doors , rivets or 
seam s ,  only po r tholes w i th l igh ts 
b ehind the m ,  and al though I didn ' t  
see o r  hear anyone i n  it , i t  was 
obviously unde r control  - i ts 
movements weren ' t  e rrat i c . "  

The UF O  re m a ined stationary 
for about 10 minu tes then s tarted to 
l ift off .  Geo rge rode straight at it  
and stopped about five m e tres 
away. 

" The whistling noise inc reased in 
p itch� like a jet engine about to take 
off .  and it  lifted gra c e fully off the 
ground.  I was so close i t  nearly 
b1ew m e  off the b ike and I could feel 
a b last of heat o n  m y  legs. It was 
i n c r e dibly graceful and I fe lt  quite 
calm - i f  someone had b e c koned 
and asked me to go for a rid e ,  I 
would have . "  As 
t h e  s p a c-e c r a f t  
rose Georg..e n ot-
iced a l arge .c i rcu -
lar rim around its 
b a s e  w h i c h  r e -
ceded as the c raft 
rose. The whistling 
noise levelled off to 
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a hu m .  and roc ks­
and cow pats fe l l  
fro m beneath the 
UFO . It flew off 
straight over the o c e an .  Stunn e d ,  
George returned t o  h i s  b ungalow t o  
find that 5 0  m inutes h a d  elapsed .  

Next morning G e o rge and Ralph 
Ande rson,  the own e r  o f  \Vh i te ­
A c res , discove re-d a b rown ring 
about 10 me tres in d i a m e t e r  on the 
ground where G e o rge had v.:atc h e d  
t h e  UFO landing .  

T h e  g round a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  
searc h e d .  and a round the c i r c l e  
w e r e  six -distin c t  s pots w h e re t h e  
g rass '.Vas unha rme d .  r_�p t u rnect 
cow pats and roc k s  were s t re v.m  
around t h e  c i r c l e  u n d e r  t h e  f l ight  
path o f  the UFO .  

The nearby water tank.  \V h i c h  
had held 2200 l itres t h e  night b e ­
fore , was nearly e m pty.  1 h e  tank 
had been c ra c k e d  b u t  the ground 
around i t  was bone dry .  

' ' It w a s  l ike t h e  tank h a d  b e en 
s u c k e d  in by some enormous fo r c e  
a n d  h a d  c racked under the strain , · ·  
George told POST . " I  had c h e·c k e d  
the tank the night b e fore an q i t  was 
full  then.  The cattle we re s ti l l  
spooked the n e x t  m o rning a n d  
refuse-d to go b a c k  i n  t h a t  padd o c k 
for months . "  

I n  the cold l ight o f  day G e o rg e  
remaln e d  a d a m a n t  that what h e  
h a d  witnessed was a UFO landin g .  

· · r  c a r.  a s s u r e  you � t  '-'-'asr. ' t  
science fic tion - i t  was genuine , "  
he told POST. " I  u s e d  to b e  the so rt 
of bloke who ' d  lau g h  and pass rud e  
remarks when p e o p le m ention e d  
UFO s ,  but  now I t h i n k  people w ho 
make those sorts of state m ents a r e  
igno ran t .  
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' ' Whateve r rac e o f  b e ings made 
that c raft they w e r e  a long way 
ahead o f  us. I don ' t  think they ' d  
hurt you . I c e r tainly didn ' t  f e e l  
fearfu l .  Look in g  b a c k  I t h i n k  the 
s h o c k  I got off the gate was j u s t  
t heir  way o f  t e l l in g  m e  n o t  t o  b e  s o  
a b ru pt . · ·  The V i c torian L"FO R e -

0 
�· . 

s e a r c h  S o c i e t v  
c ontac ted George 
soon afte r his e x ­
p e r i e n c e .  P a u l  
1\ o r m a n . v i c e  
p re si dent o f  the 
sor.iety , ha s spP.nt 
36 y e a rs inve s t ­
igating CFOs . 

" In the B l a c k ­
w e l l  e n c o u n t e r 
t h e re is tangible 
e vidence -o f  a CFO 

land ing and his e x p e rienc e is  one of 
the b e s t  c lose si ghtings to occur in 
Aus tralia . "  he told P O S T  . .

. I t  ties 
in with UFO s ightings fro m a round 
the \vorld  - many are a s s o c iated 
w i th wate r .  I in ve stigated this 
s ighting extens ively and . George 
B la c k w e l l  i s  an honest.  c redible 
m an v,:ho d i dn ' t  j u s t  dream up this 
encounter . . .  it  happened . "  

Judy )..[age e .  p resident of  the 
s o c i e ty ,  said : " \Ve ge t hundreds of  
repo rts of  L!F O sightings b u t  you 
c an write off 80 per cent as natu ral 
pheno menon.  George Blackwe l l ' s  
encounter falls into the 10 pe r cent 
o f  d e finite sightings - they can ' t  b e  
e xplained i n  a n y  o t h e r  wa:-i .  ' '  

- A ustralasian POST, August 5 .  1 989 
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Objects of d ispute 
TROUBLE is brewing among the world's major UFO 
searchers. 

The controversy flared when US State Department 
omcial Michael Michaud presented a document setting 
out guidelines for astronomers who make contact with 
extraterrestrials. 

· 

According t o  the US-based Omnl magazine, the 
document, supposed to be signed by all UFO searchers, . 
demanded any contact be made public and any message 
be considered the world's property, not the property of 
just one university, organisation or government.· 

· But not all searchers are happy with the require. 
ments, the magazine said. 

The ftnal step ls asking governments . to sign the 
document, Om.nl reported. SUN 3r d Sept 89 

Two ' see UFO ' for fear of ridicule, said he 
watched the object, which h e  
believed was a·  UFO, hover for 
abou t 90 minutes. over refinery 

An air traffic controller a t  
A N  UNID ENTIFIED obj ec t  Avalon said yesterday the only 

w as spotted over the Shell Re- aeroplane in the area at the 

finery on Tuesday night. time was a Qantas 747 . 
Estimated to be twice the size The Avalon aerodrome air 

of a j umbo j et, with multi- traffic controller said it would 
colored fl as hing lights, it was be " quite possible" that the 

noticed by two Bell Park resi- Q a n t a s  7 4 7  c o u l d  h a v e  
dents at 8.45 pm. appeared much brighter than 

A m a g a z i n e  e d i t o r  w h o  normal because the cloud base 
wanted to remain anonymous was low, at 2000 feet. 
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NOM INAT I ON FOR V . U . F . O . R . S .  COMM I TTEE 
POS IT I ONS FOR THE YEAR 1 990 . 

Al l  Members are here b y  notified that written 
nominations for positions on the V ICTOR IAN 
UFO RESEARCH COMM I TTEE are NOW OPEN and are 
t o  be sent to th e ; 

SECRETARY 
V . U . F . O . R . S . 
P . O .  BO X 4 3  

MOORA B B IN V I C  3 1 89 . 

Nom i n at i on s  must b e  r ec e i ved or p os t  d at ed b y  
n o  l at er t h an 6 . 00p m o n  FR I D A Y  1 st ,  
D E C E M B E R 1 9 8 9  f o r t h e A .  G .  M .  o n  t h e 4 t h 
DECEMBER 1 '38'3 . 

A l l p os i t i on s  ar e op en f or t h e Comm i t t ee .  

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

M E M B E R S H I P  R E N·E W A L  
I· S Y O U R S  D U E  ? ? ?  

TO CHECtl: YOUR. YOUR HOOERSHIP STAnJS , S IMPLY CHECK: TiiE ADDRESS L\BEL ON 

TilE FRONT OF Tii i S  BULLETIN .  THE DATE SHOWN IS THE LAST BU LLETI N YOU ARE 

F I N ANCIAL FOR • . 
MAYBE YOU ' D  L I K E  TO G I VE 1 Y EA RS MEMBERSH I P  TO A FR I EN D !  
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New Scientist 1 1  October 1979 

fail  
·e  ce' 

james Oberg In the 30 years since the current 
is a membeT of the flying saucer fever began , the 
Committee for the phenomenon has apparently been 
Scientific Investigation transformed from the p roperty of 

I 
of Claim5 of the cranks and crackpots to the sub-

, 
Paranonnal ject of true scientific study. The 

I sensational term "flying saucer" 
I became the more semantically neutral "unidentified flying 
I object " , or "UFO " .  The study of such reports-the obj ects 

themsel-ves ,  not being physically present, cannot be 
studied-came to be called "ufolo gy " .  

The word has all th e  appe arances of a true scie nce , yet 
somehow that p articular branch of study has not become 
accepted as a science. Can ufology really be considered a 
true science, or perhaps an infant science , or  possibly an 

I 
unborn science--or is it instead just a hysterical preg­

. nan cy ? After all .the labour, what has been produced? 
J Ufology has been shunne d  by "traditional" science , a 

rejection which many participapts in the movement see as 
a knee-jerk · ·.reaction to any new and unconventional i-dea. 
Ufologists regale themselves with anecdotes about Galileo, 
Giordano Bruno, Louis Pasteur and Charles D arwin , and 

o ften appe ar to contend that  contemporary rejection of 
ufology - is practically a canonisation of . their field as a 
future science. "How much of yester ay's here�..r is today's 

i science ? "  they ask knowingly. l The all.SW'er, unfortunate! , is very, Vf;!ry -little. �lost 1 sci e nt ific heresies of the past fell by the wayside, · forgotten 



I ,  

in our history books ,  and unnoticed by modern would-be 
Galileos . Ufology must have ·Defter credentials than simply 
its rejection by modern science. After all, in those 30 years 
since UFOs appeared, modern science has undergone 

. several generations of radical revolutions in its comprehen­
sion of the Universe, from the 

··
cosmic and macroscopic to 

the microscopic and subatomic scales. 
The· suspicion with which modern "establishment 

science" regards the UFO movement appears to ·be more 
closely connected with some disturbing characteristics of 
"ufology" itself. Although many negative feelings · have, 
no doubt, been aroused by the crackpot aura with . which 
the flying saucer movement has long been associ ated­
despite the best efforts of a few serious ufologists-other 
criticism has been levelled at the very philosophical founda­
tions of ufology. The inability of ufological theorists to 
come to  grips with these objections represents the most 
serious roadbl ock to the acceptance . of ufology as a legiti­
m ate branch of modern science . 

The criticisms are essentially these : ufology allegedly 
refuses to play by the rules of scientific thought, demand­
ing instead special exemptions from time-tested procedures 
of . data verification, theory testi ng,  and the burden of proof. 
Ufolo gists assert the existence of some extraordinary 
stimulus behind a small fraction of the tens of thousands 
of UFO reports on file. The cornerstone of the alleged proof 
is the undisputed observation that a small residue of such 

2 4  AUSTRAL IAN UFO . BULLETIN 

reports cannot at present be explained in terms of p rosaic 
( if rare ) p henomena. Yet this  claim is invalid:  it is clearly 
not logical to base the existence of a positive ( "true UFOs 
exist" ) on the grounds of a hypothetical negative ( "no 
matter - what the effort,  some UFO reports cannot be 
explained" ) .  

This latter fallacy can be called the "residue fallacy", 
and it  h as been addressed by philosophers of science 
numerous times in the p ast,  apparently without effect on 
ufologists .' Writin g in Science · magazine in 1 969,  Hudson 
Hoagl and expressed it as follows: "The basic <fi-fficulty in­
herent in any investigation of phenome na such as those 
of . . . UFOs is that it is impossible for science ever to 
prove a u niversal negative.  There will always be cases 
which rem ain unexplaine d  because of lack of data, lack 
of repeatability, false repo rting,  wishful thinking, deluded 
observers,  rumours, lies ,  and fraud. A residue of un­
explained cases is not a justification for c.ontin uing an 
investig ation after overwh elming evidence h as disposed of  
hypotheses of  supernorm ality ,  such as  beings from outer 
space . . . .  Unexplained cases are simply unexpla ined . They 
can neve r  constitute evidence for any hypothesis . 1 J  

It  i s  n o t  necessary t o  conjure u p  visions of blind, drunk 
and dishonest UFO percipients to cast doubt on UFO 
repo rts;  The vast majority of UFO witnesses apparently 
are . h o nest,  sober and int-elli gent people faced with an 
extraordinary pe rception. Yet there are amazingly many 
obvious -and subtle ways in whi-ch such perceptions can be 
u nderstan-dably generated.  And there is bound to be an 
artifi cial residue of unexplained cases, a residue created 
purely by bizarre coincidences, by limitations · on human 

. perception and memory,  o r  by rare undocumented natural 
occurrences .  Additional sources of unexplained sightings 
could be human activities which are neve r  publicised due 
to military secu rity , to the illegality of the activity , or to 
plain _ ignorance on the part of the human. agents of the 
activity that they had caused such a fuss. That residue will 
never be s.olved, and no extraordinary stimulus need be 
referred to . 
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In a similar fashion, the existence of unsolved crimes, 
unfound missing persons, unexplained aircraft . or auto­
mobile accidents, and similar aH-too-familiar manirfestations 
of our less-than-perfect knowledge _of �vents cannot be 
taken to prove the need for the existence of somP. extra­
ordinary criminals, so·me extraordinary kidnapptrs, or 
some extraordinary traffic saboteurs. "Unexplained cases 
are simply unexpla ined , "  to repeat Hoagland's perceptive 
assertion. "They can never constitute evidence for any 
hypothesis." 

· 

To dedicated ufologists , such a line of reasoning is 
denounced as a confusion between IFOs ( "identifiable 
flying objects" ) and true UFOs. According to Dr J. Allen 
Hynek whose Center for UFO Studies in Evanston, illinois, 
finds that at least 95 per cent of all urOs reported to it 
are in fact IFOs : "Experienced investigators quickly recog­
nise IFOs for what they are . . . but sometimes it takes 
hard work to unmask the masquerader." 

. Sceptics point to cases , cases which were solved only 
by strokes of unexpected luck on the part  of researchers . 
All too often, these sceptics claim, the "hard work" 
prescribed by Hynek is absent-and the "sheer· l�ck" which 
allowed the unmasking of some tricky IFOs masquerading 
as UFOs is not available. The result is that many ( if not, 
as sceptics claim, all ) of the official UFOs on the list of 
unsolved cases are still camouflaged IFOs. 

Such a hazy line between IFOs ( which provide only data 
about the limitations of the reliability of eyewitness 
testimony ) and UFOs ( which are alleged by ufologists to 
mark a potential breakthrough in human science ) is an 
appallingly weak basis for the· foundation of the new 
would-be science of ufology. That weakness is accentuated 
by another highly suspicious and ··non-scientific feature of 
ufology: an extremely cava ier attitude towar s verifica-
tion of data. 

· 

u tology _ is still truggling to achieve scientific and 
popular respectability, ·so it is perhaps understandable 
that �ublic pronouncements of ufologis_ts would be 
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p rimarily in the persuasive rather than expository vein. It 
can thus be observed that all the traditional tricks of the 
Madison Avenue advertising executive 's trade are followed: 
appeals to authority ( "Jimmy Carter saw a UFO" ;  "our 
heroic astronauts have seen UFOs ! " ) ;  assertions of the 
consequent ( "the Universe is so large that other civilisa­
tions must exist out there ! " ) ;  the bandwagon appeal ( "Most 
Americans now believe in UFOs ! " ) ;  the conspiratorial 
appeal ( "The government knows all about it but is hiding 
the truth ' ' ) ;  and the salvation appeal ( "The people from 
space will come to ba il us out of our self-inflicted 
miseries " ) .  It i s  not necessary at fi rst to examine the actual 
validity of such statements.  What is important is to 
recognise them for what they are : tactics of illogical 
persuasion. 

At the same time,  most of what is commonly published 
about ufology is undeni ably nonsense. UFO proponents 
such as Hynek a re as adamant in the criticism of the news 
media exploitation of UFO stories as any sceptic could be . 

For the publishing industry and the news media,  UFO 
stories are good business ; they combine human interest, 
comic relief, scary stories ,  and swipes at government 
cover-ups and know-it-all scientists . It is based on such 
misinformation ( an d  not a little disinformation ) that the 
vast majority of the public has formed its attitudes about 
UFOs . To say, then,  that " most Americans believe in UFOs" 
is to testify not to the scientific credentials of ufology but 
to the effectiveness of the media mythmakers. 

The authenticity of UFO reports ,  as portrayea 
in the popular press ,  therefore remains highly questionable 
-and justly so .  

· 

Such a problem with the "disproof" of UFO evidence 
points to yet another maj or weakness gf the philosophical 
foundations of  ufology. The burden of proof, which 
customarily lies with the claimants of supernorma1ity ( or, 
in a criminal trial,  of the guilt 'Of the accused, who is 
"innocent until proven guilty" ) ,  has been shifted to the 
sceptics , who are in the case of UFOs required to disprove 
the evidence. In the Carter-UFO and the astronaut-UFOs, 
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it was the scep tics vvho investigated and solved the cases­
while ufologists assum e d  the cases ·were authentic until 
proven otherwise ( and most still believe so ) . 

�nd yet the rules o f  scienc� are cle ar: extraordinary 
clai?JS .demand extrao rdinary proof. Th� thesis of ufology is 
an 1nd1�ment ag�inst the ability of contemporary science 
to explcun the Universe, and it must prove such an indict­
ment as e�ery �the r  such proponent must prove it: the need 
for a �Od1ficat1on of our current model of reality must be 
est ablished beyond reasonable doubt. · 

The very foundatio n  of ufology is contrary to this time­
tested procedure.

_ 
For ufologists_, the mere existence of 

unsolvable_ cases IS allege�ly p roof of the need to modify 
mod�rn saence. For 1;1fology, extraordinary reports can be considered to 

_
be vahd data until disproved . And, in the 

most �evast�t1ng departure from scientifi c  methodology , 
ufolo�1sts reJ ect the concept of "f alsifiabil ity" of scientific 
theories .  

No theory can be considered scientifi c  until it  
.
can be 

formulated so as to be disprovab le , o r  falsifiable .  That is ,  

r11-��� 
E X T ER N A L  MEM B ER S  •3 R D U P S -

T h e a: o tTt tn i t t e e h a s ·r- e a: o g n i s e d  t h a t m a n y s o c  i e t y 

m e m b e r s l i v e s o m e  d i s t a n •: e  f r c• m  t h e C i t y  o f  

M e l b o u r n e , a n d t h e r e f or e , ar e un ab l e  t o  at t en d  t h e 

c i t y m e e t i n g s  t o  en j oy t h e b en e f i t s  o f  t h e  d i sc uss i on 

n i gh t s . 
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c o n t a c t  o u r  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r  a n d a r e a  

r ep r esen t at i ve s . 

GEE LONG · 

Mr P e t er C l ose AH PH ( 052 ) 436280 
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the the-ory must explain a portion of the Universe in  such I 
a way that further observations or experiments will either I 
fail or conform to the theory's p redictions, o r  will conform 
to i� ( \-\'hile,  preferably, not conforming to traditional 
predi ctions ) .  Einstein's prediction of the bending .of star 
l i ght o bserved near the Sun during a total eclipse is a 
famous example of such a procedure . 

Yet after th ree decades of aimless - speculation, no 
scientifi-c theories worthy of the n ame have been produced 
by ufology . It is thus a sterile  "science" .  Every wild specula­
tion i s  touted as a "new theory", yet none of them makes 
pred ictions which would, by not coming true , "discredit the 
theory.  Here again, the processes of th-ought which 
characterise "ufology" cannot be cl assified as '"'scientific_,. 

The most regrettable aspe c t  of this current unscientific 
_state for "ufology" is that it is not a judgment on the a<:tual 
valid ity of many of the pub l ishe d speculations .about what 
might  be behind the "true UFO " sightings { i( any -ex ist) . 
Al ien spacecraft could well be  visiting  Eartb , and there 
are at  least  a dozen val id  re asons why " they'"' might decide 
not to .m ake overt contact ,  while allowing Earthmen to 
-eat-ch glimpses of th em. UFOs might well represent some 
othe r ph enomenon , such as "psychi c  projections ' '-, -' 'time · 
machines " .  a terrestrial b ut undi sc overed civilisation or · life 
form, or many other sim ilarly bizarre possibilities. Th-e only 
thing that can be said scientifically is  that none of these , 
su ggestions has been even suggested, much less pro,·ed in . 
any rigorous sense . 

The pity is that i f  such eventualities should come to pass , 
and the ufologists are proved ' ' right " ,  they will in -aU 
pro b ability have impeded rath e r  than accelerated the 
acce ptance o f  that phenomenon by traditiunai scienre. This . 
is because the new theories will most likely be championed 
by those ufologists already ba dly discred-ited by too many 
cries of "wolf! " -,  by too many endorsements of what sub­
sequ€ntly tu rned out to have been hoaxes, and by tOQ many 
anti-scient ifi c assertions and claims. They would be uright" 
only by accident , not by their o wn virtue. 
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* fly· ob;.ct 
activity h.as. increased dramat­
icallp iD Northera Yidoria 
ove recent months. 

L E I T C:: H V  I L L E  

D E •::: 1 9 7 7  

tlla 20 people, aostty 
d.iry t.ws, ..... gift.- first. 
llaDd accounts of wilat appeaft 
.. tJfO ... rMn •• .. • .. ... 
.. 'IISioa"'. 

The freiWed activity reached a 
peak at Christmas. At !irs&. people 
were relmdant to . &.eU about wha.& 
theJ saw fer · fear of ridieale. B• 

0 
lta.t.HG H W  

VIC. 

lhe firs&. few who came forward town of Leiicbville, in the 
were besieced with ca.Uers relati.n& Murray �ation a.rea, ja.si in-
�imilar �htin� side the Vidoria-N SW border. 

Ezetted UFO r�rch.c, Mr Paul In the "Leitch ville incident" , not 

NontUln. of Melbourne, Juu been one but POUR UFOs were sighted 
{let ou.t t/l.lk:ing to witnes.se&. get- by a group of at least 12 people. 
'tl"ng signed testimoniaLs. tapes, On the night of Decem ber 13-14, 
ph.otograp4 soil sampl.es . - then the group watched spellbound cu 

ru.sh.i.n..g all the evidence ott to the a moth.ership and Utree smaller 
U.S. to be examined 't1JI e.:r:perU. object3 gare a $peCtacula.r four-

SixtJ�-Qne-year-old Mr Norman, a hour perf OT71'J..ance. 

l.etired engineer from the U .S.. J ust 10 days earlier. one o! t...f)e 
�� this pa.I:t . .of A.Ust.r:alia. i& .t.b.e wu.nesses. Mr Tam Chu rr1J had 

not" area. !or UFO reports. found a mysterious circular patch 
The most p-a.pbic and best in a paddock - possibly a. UFO 
da -ent.ed reporl 011 UFOs landing nest. - · -

cames trom t.be Viet.orian dairy The burnt ring wa.s 38c.m wide 
�-

I 
, I 

I 

a.nd eight metres in diameter. and 
only about one kilometre from his 
ta.nnh.ouse. 

Then, abou t 1 1.30 p.m. on De­
cember 13., Tom Church a.nd his 
wife were driving home a.!ter visit­
ing friends, when they saw. what 
looked like a mothership slo-wJy 
descending. 

It was oran ge-red, about the 
(app&rent) size at t.he moon, 9u £ 
cigar-shaped 

From home, Mrs Cbur�-b �'.&AC a 
friend .nearby.. who � e 
� with a -rroup ool other 
people. They took :aep a va&Ua(e 
poin&. Deal' t.beU cow s.becl -
and wa&.ched in disbelief. 

After the UFO stopped. -three 
smaller objects <iet.ached them­
selves. 

OBJ ECI' No. l travelled south. 
followed Bullock Creek. then 
stop[M!d between Pyramid Hill and 
Mt. Hope. It travelled at>out 25 k.m 
in two min u tes, the observers esti­
mated. 

OBJECT No. 2 flew south, then 
zig-zagged and appeared to -be . 
"hedge-hopping" at about groUlill 

evel .-.t one stage light.s bri ght­
ened. it shot into Ule air. then 
p1� beck again. 

OBJECT No. 3 went south. then 
stopped h&l!way between the ··par­

ent .. and object No. 2. 
All tJu-ee . were launched within 

.about live -minutes. 
When tM �ur �.Den positioned. 
they -all d4rted to change color 
nqJidlJ - /mm� to ·flricht 
· red. -to -blai.sh green, whituh - blue 
- M if they wer-e .signalling to 
<me another. 

Then. tQ . add · . .  to the spectacular 
. space - saow. the watchers saw a. 

"meteor· shower" with abou t  12 to 
1-5 fantastically bright meteors n 

an ho.ur. 
They Tesembled ora.oce tigh ts  

which · burned u p  af te r  three to 
five · -seconds. Some curved 
upwards befD.re burning ou t. 

ID aa -eerie incideni. &.Do&.her 
LettchTille eoapte. Mr Doact&s 
Fe b..ri.n&' aDd his wit e llele n. 
were awakened by ""a.n .explo­
.Moa" a.beld % &..IL � Sept.em­
aer ll. 
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�---tl Soeie ty >1957s 
A t  this point  perhaps it may be opportune to prese nt a brief history of 
t he Victorian U.F.O.  Research Society. 

The earliest U. F.O. group to form in Australia was the "Australian Flying 
Saucer B ureau" u nder the d irection of Edgar Jarrold a nd Andrew Tomas, 
in the early 1 9 5 0s. At t he same t ime, Fred Stone inaug ura ted the "Austral ian 
Flying Saucer Research Society" in Adelaid e. A fter approximately two 
years t he B u reau closed down a nd was regarded as a branch of the 
" A ustral ian Flying Saucer Research Society" u nd er Andrew Tomas. This 
shortly broke from Adelaide and became the "A ustralian U. F.O .  I nvestigation 
Cen tre" with Dr.  Clifford at its head until 1 95 8 ,  when t he Presidency 
passed to Dr. Lind t ner. 

The . .  Australian Flying Saucer Research Society ( Victorian B ra nch) " was 
formed on the 1 7 th  February ,  1 95 7  as a branch of the "Australian Flying 
Saucer Research Society" and later that year was re-organised as t he 
"Victorian Flying Saucer Research Society" with M r. Peter E.  Norris L. L.B .  
a s  President.  I n  1 968 t h e  name was again a ltered - this t ime t o  t he 
" Victorian U. F.O. Research Society". 

During this time, the Society has published various papers and is probably 
best known for its publication Austral ian Flying Saucer Review, curtailed in 
1 9 7 2  due to high costs and subsequently supersed ed by t he Australian 
U. F.O. B ulletin and at one stage sponsored and p rod uced a q uarter-hour 
program on a Melbourne rad io station under the head ing of  "The Truth 
Behind Flying Saucers". 

The Society had held a d ispassionate attitude on U . F. O . s, claiming it  is a 
scientific p robl em deserving closer attention.  I t  has also m e t  regularly in 
General Meetings and maintains the largest U. F .O .  l ibrary in  the Southern 
Hemisphere, making books available by post , to m e mbers throughout  the 
Commonweal th. 

Membership of  this Society - which maintains the largest membership of 
any U.F.O.  organisation in the Southern Hemisphere - is open to all who 
are genuinely interested in the subject. 
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