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EDITORIAL

—
—

For years we have , due to the fact that we are a 'nuts -and -bolts' investigative
organisation, publicly steered clear of anything that remotely ‘smacked’ of
contacteeism or abductions.During the last few vears, we have been 'forced’ to
acknowledge the possibility of such experiences.
We have councelled many people with apparent success, but unfortunately,
there have been some who were not genuine cases and which I believe were , if
true. contacted by the wrong entities. as their personalities - or dispositions -
have been adversley affected, or perhaps they may have had that defect initially
to have been sought by the entities.

Many of the world's well reputed publications have addressed this aspect of
[JFOlogy simply because there is very little activity to write about and the few
sightings reports available (out here anyway) are not sufficiently exciting to hold
interest, and also , there appears to be more money in the abduction theory,
whether truthful or otherwase.

Abduction experiences and stories are not new. they have been around since
the earliest days of UFO research.

We are continually receiving calls for help from people who have had unusual
ET experiences and have been very successful in most cases. However, we do
not divulge personal details and records of those whom we have recommended
to professional people are also kept private.

There is a growing school of thought among UFO researchers that many of
these ET's are of an evil temperament, that they work for the good of themselves
and not for our benefit. as many would like to think.

Some of the 'night-time' experiences brought to our attention are absolutely
homrifying and often affect whole families.

We have no argument against the existence of UFO's. They have been
photographed, filmed, videoed an analysed. yet officially they still do not exist!
It has been apparent on numerous occasions, that these questionable objects
have been under intelligent control, but as to the intellectual integnty of the
controllers, we can only speculate, but judging from the numerous reports from

March 1998

all over the world. their actions leave a great deal to be desired.

(. ? Hands
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Feet

Entin with “sdark’s teeth”.

How could images such as these possibly instil a feeling of benevolence or

kindliness in their victims.

ON THE UFO TrAIL

Paul Norman ©

arch 17th will mark an important
milestone in VUFORS history when
Dr. Richard F. Haines addresses

members of our Society and those in the
community who are interested in the subject of
Unidentified Flying Objects.

During the past few years the subject has lost
some credibility due to Hollywoodized
“documentaries”, uncritical investigations,
false reporting, dream-time ufology and airy-
fairy speculations.

There still remains up to 10% of unexplained
reports most of the best coming from airline
and military pilots world-wide although some
are coming from all walks of life. Most lights
in the sky could be anything but many are
identified as manmade.

Much rubbish is coming from news-stand
magazines mixed with a few good cases
therein. Recently I noticed a new magazine
that I had not heard of before which had an
article about Australian sightings. It gave the
impression that Australia was being invaded
from outer space. The magazine listed a few
cases which we had some knowledge.

One report was of a "squadron" of bright
orange lights flying over Melbourne. I
checked these reports and found they were
nothing more than helium filled balloons flying
with the wind. (Same direction as given to me
by the Dept. of Meteorology)

Another case was the goods train that partially
lost power as an unknown object flew nearby.
This case was reported in the VUFORS
publication back in the mid 1980's.

While some of the details are true, the false
addition was that the engine driver was so
scared that he resigned his job. [ was in touch
with the driver. In fact, I interviewed him in
his home. He was still doing the same job and
expressing no fear.

The Knowles encounter, as explained in the
magazine, had facts distorted apparently
because the writer had never been to the site
where the action took place. Some of the
phraseology was identical to our own report.
Several of the current news-stand magazines
are adept at partaking of the fruit of other
writers without credit.

If VUFORS receives sufficient support, we
will continue to sponsor top international
speakers with whom we are personally
acquainted. The travel expense to Australia is
much more from overseas locations than to any
other place in the world.

Dr Haines specialises in sightings from
aircraft crews both civil and military. He is the
main researcher in this field. We are very
fortunate to have him. Witnesses will report to
him more so than anyone else. He has been
compiling and researching reports from pilots
over a period of twenty-five years.

We received a letter from him a few days ago
which stated he was looking forward to visiting
us and presenting what is shaping up into a
grand public paper on pilot sightings. It will
be an illustrated lecture using both an overhead
projector and 35mm colour slides.
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“LET US REMEMBER DRAGONS”

A METEOROLOGICAL CONN

ECTION IN CROP CIRCLES

BY
ED SHERWOOD

*Once Man and Dragons walked high,

And the Earth was i

n harmony as one.

Dragons watched when time was born out fire and darkness.
Dragons live forever men do not.

There was a time when Dragons

fire kindled the hearts of men,

Uplifted to greet the worlds morning.

Was to glimpse the mystery and

those blessed by Dragons gaze,

Lost for all time their fear of the dark.”

Quoted exactly from the mysterious “Messages' received by researchers at the *White
Crow’ Crop Circle Surveillance Operation, in June 1989.

TO ‘SEE’ A DRAGON

During the early 1980s a theory emerged
otfering a completely natural explanation
for the origin of many crop circles. It is
called the ‘Plasma Vortices Theory’ and its
main proponent is Professor Terrence
Meaden: a meteorologist.

According to Professor Meaden. a genuine
cropcircle is the etfect of a “descending en-
ergetic vortex from the atmosphere. a vor-
tex of air which is ionized to the point at
which 1t is better regarded as a species of
low-density cool plasma. producing a high-

energy electromagnetic tield.” 111
8

The Plasma Vortices Theory describes how
a rotating mass of electrically charged air
(réported as a UFO) might form from cer-
tain weather conditions and topographical .
features in the landscape. (See ‘References’

Many people. including myself. have expe- o
rienced UFOs associated with crop circles.
- Of the 36 that [ saw between 1992 and 1996

While not supporting the idea that crop

e [ circles are created by weather. it can be ob-
served that the physics of meteorology plays
an important part in the formative process
of many crop circles. including "Picto-

grams'.
UPON THE ‘LEY’ OF THE LAND

Lookingstrangely "Hieroglyphic'. the East
Field crop circle pictogram appeared dur-
ing the pre-dawn hours of July |tth 1990
near the villages of Alton Priors and Alton
Barnes: in Wiltshire. England. (Fig. 1)

[t was the longest and most complex for-
mation to have appeared up to that time. the
first to involve ‘claw-like and ‘foot-like" de-
sign features and to include a double *dumb-
bell’. It was also the tirst "Crop Circle” to
manifest in East Field: belonging to farmer
and resident ot Alton Barnes. Tim Carson.

Apart from its unique design and massive
Fig. | size i(measured at 403 feet long). there was
evidence of : 90 degree plant stem bending

while living within three miles of East Fieid

tone of England’s most prodigious crep <ircle sites). 31
looked ‘plasma-like’: luminous. diffusely edged ‘fire balls’
that materialised in a variety of colours. though most often
amber. or “Golden'. and/or red: and 29 of those occurred
in the same weatherconditions.characterized by calm stable
air. high pressure. high humidity. and low to no wind speed.

. tin this case wheat) without a break or
crease: "Gap Seeking’. a physical effect on "downed" plant
flow when crossing or approaching tractor lines: repeated
electrical equipment malfunctioning when nside the picto-
gram. as experienced by National and International televi-
sion crews within days of its forming: and "Tangentiai Ge-
ometry” giving a precise alignment and spacing of design
elements.

Crop Circie

Locauon:

East Field. Alton Pnors
Wiltshire. England

WIND SPEED
DIRECTION

WEATHER
STATION MODEL

PW: PAST WEATHER

METEOROLOGICAL

THE DRAGON’S FORECAST: SYMBOLS

A CROP CIRCLE “PICTCGRAM"® DEPICTING INTERNAT:CNAL METEOROLOGICAL SYMBCLS
AND EAST FIELD WEATHER CONDITIONS FOR JULY 10/11 1990 CLOUD

° RAIN

CALM:
HIGH
- PRESSURE

MIST: HIGH HUMIDITY

STRATUS
« Cloud amount  “Oiay’ /RA
5 Srvaonin snonva e scony | OR FRACTO- CLOUD/RAIN
> Suramane Prsssn STRATUS
b Baramatre Tenaency cLouD
- P werne i OF GOOD
cH - WEATHER
gh: - Clowd Form Migntdeaam e
19 - Dew Pownt Temparature Fe "
;x"::l.:’:d: CLOUDLESS
A CLUE? : 11-7-90
° Fig. 2
DRAGONS PLAY in the *Guardian’ new spaper. and hourly print outs from

Naturally curious about the symbols and their possible
meaning. [ tried to ‘read’” them soon after the formation
appeared. Nine months later a spark of inspiration lead
to a startling discovery:

The pictogram symbolised a forecast of the prevailing
weather over East Field. before and after the crop circle
event. This was represented by the double dumb-bell.
and International Meteorological Symbols depicting the
very ‘ideal’ plasma forming weather conditions that
occurred durning the 10th and 11th of July 1990. The
formation contirmed and challenged the role of meteo-
rology in crop circle physics. (Fig.2)

Tobe sure. [ checked the symbols and orientation of the
pictogram against National weatherforecasts published

the “Met" station at Lynham. approximately |1 mijes
North/North East of East Field. The results of this in-
quiry completely venried its “Meteorological Message
.and that was not all. I viewed metaphorically. ana :in
an ancient cultural context (i.e.: Chinese. Japanese.
Egyptian. and Greek. .. the meteorological symbols soon
took on other meanings.

WHERE THERE IS WIND AND WATER

Water. important in meteorolcgy. has long been recog-
mzed as an element of the crop circle phenomenon. and
oerhaps not surpnsingly. can be “seen’ in the design of
some notable formations. (Fig. 3)

The symbol used by meteorologists to represent wind
force and direction s known as a ‘Wind Feather®

AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN
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THE 1992 OLD SARUM ‘CROW’

18 - 22
MPH

(Fig.4) As a symbol itis reflected in many tormations .
and has helped in reading them. A perfect example was
the pictogram that formed at the Neolithic site of Old
Sarum in 1992, that incorporated wind feather symbols
to create 2 pair of metaphorical "wings’ and a “tail’ to
what I suspect to be a symbolized *Crow" or "Raven’.

(Fig.4)

With its "head” and “beakpointingdirectly at Old Sarum.

its central axis retlects an alignment between that site (1]
and Stonehenge. represented by the ringed circle.

1992 S11bury Will. ENGLAND

Old Sarum and Stonehenge are exactly six miles apart - 1992
“As the crow flies”. when measured from the center of Renseviz = setven
GERMANY

each site. The pictogram shows six circle areas of what
was flattened crop.

~‘WIND FEATHER’ SYMBOLS
DEPICTED IN
OTHER FORMATIONS

Fi

Throughout the ancient world the Raven and Crow were
thought to be the confidant and messenger of the ‘Gods'.
possessing the power of prophesy. To the Greeks and
Romans the Crow was a *‘weather prophet’. In the Brit-

uQ

Fig. 4
1969 1991
o Longvood warren 00 . S
@ wcuwo @@ Lo
Hoderate Heavy
Iatecmiteast Rafe Contisuoue Rais
A 1909
@@ cncuao Taos e aaed
Noderate
Coatisuous Rais peisgle =
Fig.3

.5

ish Isles the Raven was considered to be an oracle. In
Ireland the phrase "a ravens knowledge” means to see  and know all.

AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN :

“LUNG MEI" DEPICTED
IN
EAST FIELD

1990

N 1992

Fig. 6

Considering this. could the pictogram be saying: **This
is a metaphorical message from the ‘Source’ (also
represented by the ringed circle), once revered at an-
cient sacred sites, from which and to which the ‘mes-
senger’ of the Gods flies?™ (i.e.: along "Leylines’)
Hmm.

Incredibly. the windy Giza Plateau also received a crop
circle formation in 1992, incorperating a wind feather
in its design. (Fig.5)

LOOK TO THE EAST

Exploring "Eastern Traditions™ in folklore. legends. earth
sciences. and religion provides many clues to under-
standing the crop circle phenomenon. especially in terms
of its implied physics and metaphy sics.

In China where the ancient science ot ‘Feng -Shui’
(translated: “Wind" and “Water"). or ‘Geomancy” has

been practiced for over 2000 vears. the Chinese have
long held the idea that the Earth. like the human body.
15 covered by a matrix of invisible lines of subtle mag-
netic force. referred to as “Lung Mei” ranslated *Dragon
Paths’.

In England Lung Mei correspond to "Ley lines’. and ret-
erences to them have appeared in the design. geometry.
orientation .and location of many formations. including
several pictograms from East Freld. (Fig.6)

Taking each in turn:

The major axis of the 1990 pictogram was aligned o0
Magnetic North. the primann “Geomantic™ compass
bearing.

It was also crossed by several Lung Mei. and with its
wind feathers ‘doubling™ as symbolic legs. feet. and
claws. the pictogram even takes on the appearance of a
symbolised Dragon. traversing its path across the land

In 1992 the symbol of a *Snail” rormed. [ later learned
that scientists have found that snails perceive extremely
weak magnetic fields (Lung Men) by which they pavi-
gate. Also. in old England a snail was called a
‘Dodman’. which could mean: “an ancient surveyor of
the landscape. a term given to ancient *Geomancers’.

And in 1996 a spectacular formation mirrored’.
amongst other things: Lung Mei by symbohizing and
combining the path of a *Serpent’. historically inter-
changeable with Dragon. or iwo Serpents. like a Cadu-
ceus. and the path ot two snails. As John Haddington
stated 1n 1992 (See "Reterence~™. including Dodmani.
Laun for snail 1s "Helix Nemoralin™. or in the case of

two snails: a *Double Helix™!
DRAGONS SONG

There have been reports of inaudible and audible sounds
emanating from the center of <ome crop circles. or from

o
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Fig. 8

3 THE DRAGON'’S
FOOTPRINT

A SIGNATURE?

S

>

Callington
Cornwall
England
1991 & 1994 |

Lockeridge
Wiltshire
England
1991

Blue Ball
Maryland
usa

1995 & 1996

DRAGON
SPOOR

therr vicinity.

On July 29th 1990. at approximately [Zpm. at a rorma-
tion directly opposite the East Field pictogram. a puls-
ing whining sound issued from the center of the largest
of three circles. (Fig.”) Although clearly recorded on
audio tape at the time as a distinct sound. 1t was other-
wise inaudible to the three witnesses present: Rita Gould.
Vince Palmer. and myselt.

Another sound. this time audible. is known as the "Trill-
ing Sound". or “electronic sparrow™. as Colin Andrews

once aptly cailed :t. Measured at 5.2KH. it is a sound
that seems “locaiized’. from a distance. and ‘all encom-
passing’ when verv close. I have experienced it three
tumes to date.

On a ‘resonant’ note a striking correlation exists in an
old Chinese tale: "Yui Yi & The Dragon King'. as ut
describes Dragons in human form in the process of
changing back :o Dragons:

“All around them. the sudden chattering ot the court-
iers rose like the twittering and trilling of thousands of

birds. like the liquid songs of tlutes or the chiming of
bells. In the pearly light. the courtiers shapes seemed to
dissolve and form again and again. as if the atoms of
creation were dancing.”

SIGNATURES ON THE LAND

Dragons feet have appeared in a number ot impressive
formations since East Field, 1990. They include: Milk
Hill (Left), on the following night: East Kennett
(Right), justover two weeks later. and Silbury Hill (Cen-
ter). on August 18th 1992. (Fig.8)

In each case the “foot” was svmbolised with three
‘claws’. which could be a reference to *Tatsu’. a Dragon
in Japanese tolklore identified by three claws (unlike
Chinese Dragons that have either four or five) on each
toot. This Dragon was thought to be capable of chang-
ing form and size at will. even to the point of invisibil-
ity. Interestingly. Japan was the only country in the Ori-
ent to report crop circles in 1990. the same year that
Dragons feet tirst entered crop circle design.
e

Another twist to this very "Holographic® phenomenon
are *Dragons footprints’. a term given to areas of ir-
regularly tlattened crop. resembling “elemental’ foot-
prints (Fig.8. 'Dragons Spoor’). that sometimes precede
or accompany a crop circle event. and display biophysi-
cal anomalies characteristic of non manmade forma-
tions. (See "References’)

A SIGN FROMTHE GODS

*Dragon Lane’is the road sign name for a narrow vil-
lage road built on a prominent Levline leading to both
an ancient sacred site called “Swanborough Tump® and
a field a hittle way bevond that known {or its crop circles
and references to Lung Mei. (Fig.5) Yes. we return to
East Field and another "Sign” of the Dragon.

To the ancient Chinese. and Japanese. Dragons were
*weather lords’. masters of the wind with control over
water. Their tlight was the wind: their breath. the mists
and rain. Thought to he spirits that <piraled the sky and
blew the clouds along. resting in regions bevond the
bounds of air. thev were ordinaniy ~een as the ever
changing patterns of the weather. As great clouds.
storms. wind squalls and whirlwinds. theyv left their
mark on land. flattening crops and causing rivers to
flood. (Fig.9y

Fig. 9 ‘ 7\ .

~ e e e
-
o se—— svive e
-

— f

WIND FORCE

Eastern Dragons were said to be as :luid as the elements.
and water was their place of residence. [ learned trom
Gerald Hawkins last vear that "Aiton” as in Alton Barnes
and Alton Priors is an old English word meaning “source
of a river”. and that the source of the Avon ta river that
flows within a mile of Stonehenge  begins at the oot off
East Field.

Many crop circle formations have appeared in close
proximity to water, either or both above and below
ground sources. There is even evidence of a phenom-
enon very similar to crop circles having occurred in the
Sea! (See ‘References’) Also. water has been a reoccur-
ring theme reflected in crop circle Jdesign svmbolism
since 1988. Other examples include: Stonehenge 1997:
Liddington Castle 1996: Stockbridge Down 1995:
Oliver’s Castle 1994: Cherhill 1993: Silbury Hill 1992:
Firs Farm 1991 and East Field 1990. Like a stream of
clear consciousness WATER amongst other things) is
retlected again and again. as a key element of the crop
circle making process. Another sign?

Chinese folklore says It Dragon ire comes into con-
tact with wetness it flames, and it it meats water it bums™.
In the damp Wiltshire valley xrown as the “Vule of
Pewsev  anomalous light torms are not uncommon. Ot
those that [ have seen. from distancas of several miles
1o 4 {ew hundred teet away. mere than halt were best
described as: “Plasma Balls™: "Plasma Vorticies™:
‘Earthlights’: "Amber Gambolers™: “Fire Balls™: and
‘Dragons Fire™. (See "References’

Dr. W.C.Levengood. a noted bierny sicist and expert in
crop circle plant analvsis. had this to say about plants
sampled from the 1996 Laguna Canyon crop circle for-
mation: “As we have seen in the tast. this degree or
change in the cell wall pit diameters :indicates the plants
were exposed to a very rapid. high neatinput.” Signs or
internal heating have appeared in other ways too. such

AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN
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as stem node swelling. splitting, and expulsion cavities.
These eftects have occurred in the stem node areas
where water is most concentrated . (See ‘References’)

On the 8/9th of August 1986 in a mountainous part of
Yamagata Province. Japan. a single cropcircle appeared
in a rice paddy. That night a *bright orange light” was
seen in the vicinity. severe television interference was
experienced at a nearby house, and approximately 20
tons of water vanished from the field.

At another formation that appeared on the 18th of Au-
gust 1992 near Silbury Hill. in Wiltshire. a metal water
trough became an incorporated design feature in one
of the most beautiful pictograms to grace the English
countryside to date. Clearly underscoringthe importance
of water the trough had also been partly emptied by the
event. (Fig.5/8)

Apart trom the Silburv Hill formation referencing wa-
ter it also consisted of nine different design svmbols:
eight joined by a narrow ring and one in the center. In
the monumental Chinese Medical treatiesthe ‘Pan Ts’ao
Kang Mu’, compiled at the end of the 16th century. and
the *Nine Dragon Scroll’ of mid- 13th century. there were

said to be Nine Dragons revered in China.

One of the Nine Dragons: ‘The Goiden Dragon’ or
*Cosmic Dragon’ was given greater importance than
his fellow kinsfolk. Said to be the colour of the Sun,
like an Amber Gamboler I suspect. this Dragon was
described as an elusive, enigmatic, august and solitary
creature that disdained display. Scholars wrote: "He can
be large or small. short or long, obscure or manifest.
alive or dead. The King cannot drain his pool or catch
him (like we cannot “catch’ the genuine "Circlemakers’).
His intelligence and virtue are unfathomable. He does
not go in company or live in herds. He waits for the
wind and rain and deports himself in the azure air. He
wanders in the wilds amoung the heavens. He comes
and goes. and at the proper season (Summer!). if there
is perfection. he comes torth. if not. he remains un-
seen”. (See "References’)

The Golden Dragon also appears in ancient Egyvpt. The
first religion of Egypt was based on *Nine Creation
Gods’. and like the Nine Dragons of China. one was
deitied more than any other. Named *Atum’. he repre-
sented "The Emissary’ of the Nine Gods: the *Messen-
ger of Messengers’ who in one act of divine "‘communi-

cation” was said to have given birth to the fundamental
forces of the Universe. svmbolised by the Nine Gods.
He is depicted in sculpture as The Great Sphinx at Giza.
Did we not receive a sign at Giza in 1992 in the form of
a crop circle pictogram? (Fig.5)

Atum. The Golden Dragon. has also been known by
other names including: ‘Re-Harakhti’ (*Re’ pronounced
ray) was the Egyptian Sun-god. Herenkar. Harmarkos.
Tehuti. and the name for the *Spokesman’ of the ‘Coun-
cil of Nine' in more recent times: Tom. (See ‘Refer-
ences™ ™)

Fig. 10

Stonehenge. Nr Amesbury, Wiltshire.
Reported 9th June

Fig. 11

THE DRAGON’S PARADE

Fig. 12

Discovered by Vince Palmer on the 30t of July. and in
keeping with one of the central concerns of Tom. and
"The Nine'. a 30 tfoot circle appeared in a wheat field at
a village calied Palestine in 1990. situated only u few
miles from Stonehenge. In 1995, the ‘argest and finest
to date pine ringed spiral design formed in young bur-
lev. its location near Beckhampton. in Wiitshire. closely
corresponding to the "Euarth Analogue Site” of the “Face
on_Mars’. also known as the "Martian Sphinx®. (See
‘References’) With its location referencing Atum. and
its design. The Council of Nine. the knoll Down forma-
tion was simphcity itselt. (Fig. 10y From the "Drogons

Forecast” of 1990 to the *GaiaMind' ‘ormation of 1997
«See "Reterences’: The Word [s Nine. Fig. 11y are many
non man-made pretograms retlecting "Nine” and "Drag-
ons”in therr devign symbolvm. Fig i1

LIKE A HOLOGRAM

Formations like the East Field pictogram of 1990 are.

in my view. created from the Psychokinetic Energy of

our Collective Mind (Collective Conscrousness). in
conjunction with natural forces and processes of the
Earth and Cosmos. What [ understand o0 be the *Infi-

10
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nite Intelligence’ (symbolised by Nine Dragons. or Nine
Gods) does not exist outside CREATION. but |jves and
manifests through us. and every living thing. every-
where. always. In 1952. via the Collective Mind of Dr
Vinod (See "References™*) the ‘Spokesman’ had this
to sav about their reality: **We are Nine Principlesand
Forces, Personalities if you will, working in complete
mutual implication. We are forces, and the nature of
our work is to accentuate the positive, the evolutional.
and the teleological aspects of existence.” The Spokes-
man continued: “To be simple, we accentuate certain
directions as will fulfill the destiny of creation.”

As we approach a New Millennium the ‘Signs’ of a
world in transition are before us. like a *‘Course in
Miracles’ from humanity’s ‘Higher Self". they reflect
the language of literal and metaphorical symbolism. and
a message for us all: While every thought and every
intension. every feeling and act of giving attention has
an ‘effect’ in a Psychokinetic Universe. let us remem-
ber the power of praver and meditation. “Let Us Re-

member Dragons™.
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FLYING SAUCER REVIEW

SOLDIERS ENCOUNTER ENTITIES IN
ULSTER STAKE-OUT.

On the Internet on July 20. 1997 there was an
unconfirmed CNI News item that. according to the
Bntish newspaper The People (July 13). eight British
soldiers who were lying in ambush one night in South
Amagh four years ago. hoping to catch some IRA
gunmen. had a brief encounter "with three or four
small grey figures in human form”. The two parties
stared at each other for a minute or so. Then the
small entities vanished. and almost immediately the
soldiers "saw a brief flash of light in the sky".

The soldiers were so unnerved that they took

the very rare decision to abandon the stake-out. Their
commander was furious. and their comrades in the
elite SAS force derided them or suggested that they
were "on drugs".

Four vears later the case has been revealed to
an Ulster UFO study group by a former Intelligence
Officer of the British Army.

Belfast-based UFO investigator Hugh O'Brien
said: "\We are trving to interview the soldiers. even
though some of them may be too embarrassed to
come forward".®

ANNUALSUBSCRIPTION (FORFOURISSUES PER YEAR,POST-FREE)
UNITED KINGDOM: £15.00 (single copies £4.00 each)
ALL OTHER COUNTRIES (INCLUDING USA): £18.00 OR $US35.00
(Single copies £5.00 OR $US9.00) All post free
(US dollars payabie in New York. We canno: acced: US dollar cheques drawn on foreign banks outside the USA)
Overseas airmail extra:- USA$10.00 All other countries £6.00
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IFREMITTING BY GIRO THENFSR's ACCOUNT NUMBER1S356 3251.

Allmail. editorial matter and subscriptions should be addressed tc The Editor, FSR Publications Ltd, P.O.Box 1 62, High Wycombe, Bucks.
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Crop Circle Gallery - 1997
Real or hoaxes? We don’t know. but we're alwavs im-
pressed with the beauny and geometric complexinn of En-
ghish crop circles. Here are some from the 1997 crop.
pulled off the web. To see them 1n full color. visit
http: wwwnh ultranei com ~lovels crop_circles_uk ntml
Up 1o 80 or 90 crop circles per vear also appear in the US
and Canada. but theyv tend to be be much simpler in
construction. consisting mostly of solid circles and simple
nngs

== F O

CUS ===
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Report from the 18th Annual Rocky

Mountain UFO Conference
by Shirley Parrish

The 18th Rockv Mountain UFO Conference on the campus of
the University of Wyoming in Laramie began on Junc 28,
1997. and wasone of our best: We regret that attendance was |
lower than usual. duc to an uncxpected “glitch™ encountered |
in getting information to all who would otherwise hiave
attended  Steps have heen taken to insurce that this problem is
not cnconmtered in the future, so evervone who wishes to
attend fmture conferences will receive notice in plenty of time
to make their plans

Precceding the conference. R. Leo Sprinkle, PhD .. and Mari-

Iyn J. Sprinkle scheduled workshops by appointinent on Junc
26 and 27. Lco offered both investigators and cxperiencers
who wished to Icarn about possible UFO experiences the
opportunity to explorc the I'mitations and applications of
hyvpnotic procedures  Marilvn's workshops consisted of three
sessions in which participants were given suggestions for
imaging and exploring the “inner world.” including possible
past and futurc lives that may be dircctly involved with the |
purpose of the present life.

On Thursdav cvening. Junc 28. Ted L.oman presented his
vidcos of the Phoenix Lights. This impressive film made it |

Michacl Lindemann spoke in
his lecture, “Closing the Gap
between UFOlogy and Science.”
about the narrowing gap be-
tween UFOlogy and mainstrcam
space science. Despite the fran-
tic efTorts of some governmental
agencics to hide what they know
of UFO intcraction with Earth, a
subtle revolution is taking place
at NASA and among many
physicists, astronomers and
spacc scientists to preparc the
way for public acceptance of ex-
traterrestrial lifc in the universc.
Mars has provided mounting ev-
idence of ancient life on that .
planct. The discovery of plancts Michacl Lindemann
around other worlds continucs to

grow. Morc and more resources arc being directed to finding
intelligent signals from spacc. Now. it has become pohtically
correct to assumc that “We arc not alone ™ We haven't vt
found them, but quite probably. they have found us. according
to Lindemann  New advances in physics suggest that “faster
than light™ travel may be possible. and if so. the prospect of
mterstellar visitation becomes much more plansible

A

difficult 10 beheve the ox-
planation oflcied by
“officials™ that  mihtary
flares could be responsible
for such a large hpht dis-
play. How would 1t be pos-
{ sible for “fMares™ to he
dropped from a great alti-
tude (which no one saw oc-
cur), then halt their down-
witd motion, then stop, all
at the simme low alntnde.
before flving around the
night skies over the large
city of Phoentx. Arizona in
perfect formanon”  Since
many vicws of the hghts
were taken from numerous
Ted Loman locations around the city in
order to show the entire dis-
play, 1t scems possible that “mass hallucination™ may indeed
have been at work here. althongh not by the intended targets
(viewers) of this “cxplanation.”

:***********************tttttt*

*

x VISIT IUR’S WEB PAGE x

:The [UR has had its own site up and running on 1hu:

% World Wide Web since June "97. Anvone with !nternct %
access can now visit us at:

http://www.frii.com/~iufor/

*%

* So far, we have info on the recent UFO conterenc:
:(schgduled for post-conference updating Real Soon Ncw .
* quite a number of previous UFOCUS articles. a member-
*ship form, a news page, and a nice long list of links 10
# other UFO sites on the web. We have saved some spuce »
* for future additions: UFO resource materials and other ¥
% info. Along with the site. we have an e-mail address
:Drop us a line at: ‘:
* iufor@frii.com *

*

*

«

¥ttt % %

»*

*
b 8242828088288 addddasddsadssd s
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Wiping theories
off Mars’ face

NEXT year a long debate
over the significance of a
mysterious face-shaped
feature on Mars will be
settled.

NASA's Global Survevor
spacecraft, orbiting the red
planet. will focus on the
Cvdonia region. which
found renown in the 1970s
as the site of a face which
some said proved there was
once intelligent life on the
planet.

On July 25, 1976. the
Viking probe produced furry
images which many be-
. lieved showed a gigantic
human face. a pyramid and
other structures that were
“proof” of an ancient extra-
terrestrial civilisation.

Some said the face was
part of an immense tomb,
sharing features of Egyptian
death masks on Earth and
that further evidence had
been covered up by NASA
and the military as part of a
conspiracy.

Mathematical relation-
shipsbetweenthe face’s fea-
tures were also said to prove
they could not have evolved
naturally through erosion.

Some of the theories
about the face were exten-
sions of the arguments put
forward in Erich von
Daniken's best seller, Char-

PRESS CUTTINGS OF INTEREST

Astronomers believe pictures to be
taken by a NASA spacecraft
orbiting Mars will solve one of the
red planet’s most puzzling
mysteries. JOHN BEVERIDGE
reports from Los Angeles

iols of the Gods, which
claimed ancient astronauts
had visited Earth and left
patterns on landing strips,
such as those carved into
the ground on the Nazca
Plateau in the Andes Moun-
tains.

Many scientists derided
those theories, saying the
features on Earth and Mars
were part of a natural land-
scape or an optical illusion.

But in recent vears the
Cydonia region has come
under renewed study by
some astronomers who
think the answer to the
riddle of the face may lie
somewhere in between.

Astronomer Dr Tom Van
Flandern, who heads the
Meta Research organisation
which investigates topics
that conflict with main-
stream astronomy theories,
said he had analysed data
from previous studies and
discovered Mars' north and
south poles were once
aligned differently.

He said a meteor impact.
or some olther cataclysmice
cvent had shifted the poles
millions of years ago.

“It was a great shock to
me to discover that the
Cydonia area was right on
the old Martian equator,”
Dr Van Flandern said.

He said further research
showed the face was per-
pendicular tb the old
equator, with the bridge of
the nose aligned almost
exactly north to south.

“This has only a one per
cent probability of happen-
ing by chance,”” Dr Van
Flandern said.

“The weight of existing
evidence appears to have
shifted in favor of an arti-
ficial origin of the Cydonia
complex.”

Dr Van Flandern said the
face would have been visible
from great distances.

Mars Global Surveyor Or-
biter Camera chief investi-
gator Dr Michael C. Malin
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Space
portrait:
The
mysterious
face of
Mars.

)
)

said the belief that there
was a face and evidence of
ancient civilisations in
Cydonia was nonsense.

He said the Globhal Sur-
veyor would settle the
debate next year when it
took high resolution pic-
tures of the area, 30 times
sharper than those taken by
the Viking probe’s camera.

Dr Malin said he thought
Cydonia’s features were
formed by the same sort of

w0 S

weather erosion that carved
unusual features into
Earth’s deserts.

When Surveyor went into
orbit around Mars last
November, 10 protesters
stood outside the Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory in
Pasadena demanding
NASA take new images of
Cvdonia.

Project manager Glenn
Cunningham said the
ageney would post results

Sunday Herald Sun, February 1, 1998

on the Internet next year
when the pictures were
transmitted to Earth.

However, Dr Van
Flandern predicted the im-
ages would support his
theory that the face was
huilt by an extra-terrestrial
civilisation.

“I suggest that in view of
these test results, we pre-
pare ourselves for a cultural
shock certainly unrivalled in
recent times,” he said.
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THE DRAKE EQUATION
By Bob Thrift

Is it possible to estimate the number of technological civiliza-
tions that might exist in our galaxy? According to radio
astronomer Frank Drake, there is a way to do it. While
working at the National Radio Astronomy Observatory in
Green Bank, West Virginia, Dr. Drake conceived of an ap-
proach to define and put limits on the terms involved in
estimating the number of technological civilizations among the
stars. He presented this method to the scientific community in
1961, and it has since become known asthe “Drake Equation”

There is no exact solution to this equation. since we don't have
accurate numbers for the terms involved; but it’s fun to play
with the equation and see what one comes up with.

The Drake Equation consists of seven terms which are all
multiplied together to give the answer. It appears as follows:
each of the terms is explained below. |
N=R* xfpxngx fy xfyxfc xL [
Here are the meanings of the terms. We'll put in our own!
estimates for them along the way.

N is the number of civilizations in the Milky Way Galuy!
whose radio emissions are detectable. Since Drake is a'
radio astronomer, he was particularly interested in search-
ing for extraterrestrial life with his radio telescope. We'
can assume that it means the number of civilizations
which have a technological capability “somewhere” near
our own. N is the answer for which the equation is trying
to solve.

R* is the rate of formation of stars (per year) with a iarge
enough “habitable zone™ and a long enough lifetime to be
suitable for the development of intelligent life  As-
tronomers currently estimate this number to be about
10,000 in our Milky Way galaxy.

f, is the fraction of stars which have planets. Recently.
astronomers have for the first time discovered proof that a
number of stars in our visible neighborhood actually do
have planets. These findings suggest that the number of
planet-bearing stars is higher than was originally believed.
Perhaps estimates of 10% to 20 would not be far out of
line. Let’s say 15%, so f, would be expressed as 0 15

n; is the number of “earths™, or earth-like planets per plane-
tary system. All stars have a “habitable zone™ at some
distance out from from the star, where a planet would be
able to maintain a temperature that would allow liquid
water to exist. A planet within this habitable zone ould
have the basic conditions for life (as we know it). In our
own system. the number 1s 1. Let’s assume that this could
occur in 5% of planetary systems, so we will express ng as
0.0

f, is the fraction of earth-like planets where life actually
develops. This term is a big question mark. Given the

correct conditions, is the emergence of life inevitable, or is
it a very rare phenomenon? Some people believe that life
could be “seeded” on suitable planets by outside agencies.
However, let's take a middle ground and say that the
chances of life ansing are | in 10, giving f, = 0.1.

f, is the fraction of life sites where intelligence develops.
Intelligence on Earth took a long time to develop. On
other life-bearing planets it could happen faster, or slower,
or not at all. However, given already-existing life. intelli-
gence seems to be a pretty powerful survival weapon,
which argues in its favor. Let's say half of life-bearing
planets will develop some form of intelligence. so f, = 0.5

fc 1s the fraction of worlds inhabited by intelligent life. on
which a technological civilization develops. It's one thing
to have intelligent life on a planet. and another matter
entirely to have intelligent life that is capable of producing
a technological civilization. On our own planet, which
has two intelligent species (humans and cetaceans), only
one developed technology. Given the large number of
paths that intelligent development could take, we might
pessimistically assign a value of 0.05, or 5% to f.

!L is the lifetime (in years) of a technological civilization.

Dr. Drake sees this as the length of time that such civiliza-
tions could release detectable signals into space. where
they could be picked up by his radio telescope. This is
another big question mark. What is the tendency of a
civilization to eventually destroy itself, or die out from
some other cause? Or would it develop to the point where
it no longer needed to use the kind of technology that -ve
could relate to? We'll take a plunge here and say that a
civilization would stay somewhere near our level of tech-
nology for 10.000 vears

Now that we have all our terms for the Drake Equation, let’s
pull out the old calculator and put them together:

N=R* xfpxngxfy xfyxfcxL
=10,000 x 0.15x 005 x 0.1 x0.5x0.05 x 10,000
= 1875

This estimates that there are. on the average. 1875 technologi-
cal civilizations existing in our Milky Way Galaxy at any given
time — one of which 1s our own. Of course. these numbers are
pure guesswork. Try supplving vour own esumates for the
various factors, and see what vou get! Carl Sagan. in his book
“Cosmos”. played with the Drake Equation and came up with
the much more pessimistic value of 10. Perhaps not surpris-
ingly. Dr. Frank Drake is now President of the SETI [nstitute.
which has several ongoing projects, despite current lack of
congressional funding, to try to detect evidence of life among
the stars.

SET! stands for “Search for Extraterrestnal Intelligence”
Those with internet access can visit SETI's web site at the
address:

\ http: ‘www.seti-inst.edw
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THE EARLY YEARS

( A selection of reports from "The Australian Flying Saucer Magazine" published by the
Australian Flying Saucer Bureau in the early 1950's )

Washington, D.C. - August 11, 1953
An Air Force release said that the U.S. Air Force's flying saucer investigation branch at
Dayton, Ohio, ( Project Blue Book ). had received 1700 reports during 1952 and that it had
explained 86 per cent of them. This year it had received 270 reports of which it had
explained 90 per cent.
The report said that the Project had ruled out the possibility that either the Soviet Union or
the U.S. had developed a strange, secret flying device which could account for the flying
saucer reports.

English Channel - October 9, 1953

The Captain and First Officer of a B.E.A. aircraft en route to France watched for over thirty
minutes a large, elliptical. highly polished metallic-like craft flying at a height of
approximately 20,000 feet across the Channel. The sky was perfectly clear at the time.

Washington, D.C. - March 25, 1954

The United States Air Force today denied that it has "hunks" of flying saucers, soon after a
Pan American World Airways flier, William B. Nash, announced his conviction that the Air
Force " had collected hardware from outer space".

Brisbane, Queensland - May 20, 1954

Flying saucers were reported from Brisbane suburbs, Murwillumbah, Rockhampton,
Bundaberg, Gin Gin and Bauple, (Queensland).

One 18 year old man tried unsuccessfully to photograph one which looked like an electric
light bulb high in the sky over Toowong. a Brisbane suburb. The light was visible for three or
four minutes, then it disappeared after flashing towards the south. A newspaper photographer
developed Grahame Ball's film but it was blank.

Another 18 year old Toowong resident, Godfrey Hall said that he had seen a "brightly lit up
circular object" travelling southwards at approximately the same time. He saw itfor only half

a minute and estimated its height as about 14,000 feet.

Vienna, Austria - August 26, 1954

People in Vienna and Graz ( 65 miles south of Vienna ) deluged police stations and news-
paper offices with reports of a whirling object with a narrow fiery tail shooting through the sky
atdawn. The object, a silver disc, could not. the observers agreed, possibly be a weather
balloon or an ordinary type of aircraft.

Almost simultaneously ltalian residents at Pesaro on the Adriatic coast telephoned the press
and police that they had seen a “red ball with a bluish tail* about half a mile up shooting from
the direction of Austria. A cyclist was so scared upon sighting the object that he threw himself
from his machine into the safety of a ditch.

These archives were made available to VUFORS by Mr Murray Bott of New Zealand.
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L : Puerto Rico: The Mystery Continues

Puerto Rico. the “Shinning Star of the
Caribbean™ as the ad agencies put it,
became a U.S. possession in 1898 as a

result of the Spanish-American War. The

emerging superpower had just extended
its borders to the China Sea (with the
acquisition of the Philippines) and to the
Canbbean (with Cuba and Puerto Rico).
As early as 1890. military planners had
realized that Puerto Rico represented an
ideal location to establish naval bases.
The hapless island waslater run as a
virtual garrison for decades until it
became a self-ruling “commonwealth™
under the U.S. flag — not quite a state.
vet not quite a sovereign nation.

The island holds an even greater
attraction for beings from other worlds
or dimensions: ever since the alleged
UFO crash in El Yunque Rainforest in
1987. the island has been in the grip of
what is quickly becoming the longest
UFO “flap” in the phenomenon’s
history.

On November 27, 1994, a UFO
described as having a triangular shape
crossed the heavens at 5:00 p.m.
witnessed by Aracelis Valentin, a
resident of Mayaguez's Jardines
Housing, who was “astonished™ by the
sight.

Mrs. Valentin explained that the UFO,
which was “shiny and metallic,” moved
south from a northwesterly direction. “I
was there with my 2-vear old son, when
[ saw an object resembling a stingray,”
Aracelis averred during an interview

with a journalist. She pointed out that the

unknown vehicle was very large and
clearly visible in the clear skies. As in
other UFO cases, the craft allegedly
sighted by Mrs. Valentin made no sound
whatsoever. She insisted that it could not
have been an airplane, helicopter, or
balloon. since the object in question was
incredibly bright and moved at a
breathtaking rate of speed. “The
phenomenon frightened me
considerably.” she told reporters from a
local newspaper.

AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN

The Mayaguez resident was by no means
the only one to report UFOs: unknown
to her, an entire neighborhood had
sighted a triangular UFO a week earlier
in the town of Anasco, located to the
north of Mayaguez. According to one of
the residents of Anasco’s Daguey
suburb. the triangle *...crossed the skies
silently, leaving a trail of light similar to
a fluorescent lamp,” as it crossed the
evening skies on November 23, 1994.

One resident claimed to have seen the
triangular UFO vanish rapidly, heading
southward from the north. The object
itself gave off a constant light and flew
at a low altitude, which enabled the

witness and three relatives to see it
clearly. “At first I thought [ was seeing

white pigeons flying in formation, but I
later realized it was something none of
us had seen before,” said the witness, a
government employee, who insisted on
anonymity when interviewed by reporter
Jose Victor Jimenez. “I don’t want my
sanity questioned, but my immediate
family and other neighbors saw the very
same thing.”

The Amaury Rivera Debacle

1994 would also witness one of the most
distressing situations to ever afflict
ufology in Puerto Rico, and whose
repercussions that were felt as far away
as Spain: the raging, fratricidal debate
concerning the reality of falsehood of the
photographs taken by alleged abductee
Amaury Rivera.

For those who have not followed the
case, Amaury Rivera was allegedly
abducted by a UFO in 1988, near the
town of Cabo Rojo. He was able to take
a sequence of impressive photographs
showing a UFO being harried by F-14
interceptors. Six years and dozens of
UFO conferences later, the matter
remains as confusing as it was at the
beginning, but with a notable difference:
a group of "hoax busters™ has apparently
set out to prove that Amaury’s photos
are clever forgeries. Their analysis
received considerable attention in UFO
related publications in both the U.S. and
abroad.

Spanish journalist Magdalena del Amo
gallantly rose to the defense of Amaury
Rivera and those who supported his
claims. In a blistering article for Espacio
v Tiempo. she uncovered a conspiracy
that could (allegedly. of course) be
bankrolled by a major “scientific” UFO
organization in the U.S.

. Del Amos minces no words: MUFON,

like NICAP, its predecessor, may have
been infiltrated by interests that seek to
discredit cases that are “too near the
knuckle.” She suggests that certain UFO
reports emerging from Puerto Rico are a
concern to the ufological
“establishment”, which seeks to render
them harmless by discrediting them.

Amaury Rivera’s photographs had been
validated by independent photo analysts
from the U.S., Germany, and Japan.
They agreed that no trickery could be
detected in the photos. The article for
Espacio v Tiempo alleges that Amaury’s
downfall came about when he denied
that Wilson Sosa — allegedly a witness to
the event in which a UFO swallowed a
Navy jet — was his business manager.
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Sosa, seeing a large money-making
scheme unravel before his eyes, then
allegedly vowed to “destroy” Amaury in
anything concerning the photos. Mr.
Sosa has allegedly accused Amaury of
selling drugs from his small hot dog
stand and of being a sexual pervert,
among other things.

Magdalena del Amo also mentions a
plan gone awry. In an attempt to force
Amaury to part with the photographs of
the Cabo Rojo UFO, Wilson Sosa
allegedly hired five young local
fishermen. He allegedly promised them
the sum of $5000 and instant fame if
they claimed that the photographs were
theirs and that Amaury Rivera had stolen
them. Two of the youths backed off and
confessed. blowing the lid on the
situation.

Whatever the situation involving
Amaury Rivera, Wilson Sosa, and the
other players dose not affect in the least
the validity of the numerous cases
reported in Laguna Catragena and Cabo
Rojo. a region profiled in the Summer
1994 special edition of Fox-TV's
Encounters. The incidents surrounding
the inordinate amount of UFO activity in
the vicinity of Laguna Cartagena — an
island lagoon less than ten miles away
from the village of Boqueron, in the
southwestern corner of the island — have
attracted much attention in the past two
years. Unidentified objects of assorted
geometrical configurations have been
seen hovering over the water and
plunging into it outright. amid
government denials and claims that the
lights are merely the reflected lights of
nearby communities.

Military Occupation and UFOs

The UFO situation in Puerto Rico
appears to go hand in hand with unusual
maneuvers of U.S. military aircraft,
vessels, and troops. Whatever the reason
for the activity, it is a fact that the
military has been somewhat lax about
“playing its cards close to its vest,”
perhaps out of overconfidence in its
unique position in the undefined political
condition of Puerto Rico. Following
some religious apparitions in the area
known as Montana Santa in 1994, two
local residents were surprised to see an
undetermined number of persons in
protective clothing conducting what
appeared to be scientific testing of some
sort at 2:00 a.m. and who spoke English-
accented Spanish. The witnesses were
ordered of the premises and sent over to
some soldiers dressed in cammo BDUs.
One of them, seemingly in command.
said they were “with NASA™ and were
examining the area.

Investigator and author Jorge Martin, the
only ufologist deserving of the name on
the island, interviewed Civil Defense
director Freddie Cruz, who made an
interesting observation about an event
that took place in the Olivares section of
the town of Lajas. According to Cruz,
there was unusual activity surrounding
the controversial “aerostat” installation -
whose avowed purpose was that of
curtailing low-flying drug smuggling
planes. A white truck with the letters
“NASA™ written in black on its side
entered the installation, escorted by
several armored personnel carriers. As
Cruz wisely observed: “But if the
aerostat is there for drug interdiction,
what is a truck with [alleged] NASA
personnel doing there?”
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The Navy took great interest in the
events that have taken place over the
years in the waters off of Cabo Rojo, the
island’s southwestern tip. Local
fishermen were not at all surprised by
this development. Over the course of
many evenings, they would see the
nocturnal lights going about their
appointed rounds — shifting color from
white to red and blue, spreading open
like colorful fans which would fill the
night sky. On other occasions the lights
would hover menacingly over their
fishing boats, bathing them with beams
of light. Fighters from the carrier group
stationed of f shore would later be
involved. to their detriment, in one of the
most intriguing UFO cases to be
reported on the island — the 1988 event
in which a giant triangular saucer
allegedly “sucked in” two F-14 Tomcats
and their crews.

This increased military vigilance,
however, has not contributed to a
significant reduction in the number of
sightings or close encounters. There
exists the widespread belief that efforts
are being made to staunch the flow of
illegal drugs into the island are, in fact,
closely related to monitoring the strange
objects penetrating Puerto Rican
airspace.

In May 1995, the U.S. Navy admitted
that a multi-megaton nuclear weapon
had been lost ““during exercises” thirty
years earlier in the shallow waters off
Vieques. They also admitted that Playa
Flamingo, a beach on the island of
Culebra, to the east of Puerto Rico and
north of Vieques, had to be shut down
for clean up operations. It seems a large
amount of unexploded ordnance lay on
the beach, which had since become a
major attraction for weekenders. ’

The
possibility of non-nuclear ordnance —
equally lethal — being turned up by
beachcombers sent shivers throughout
Puerto Rico. But when the authorities
casually announced that the Lajas
Valley, one of the most productive
regions on the island, was going to be
turned into a colossal radar antenna
“farm” similar to the one being built on
Vieques, some wondered if their grip on
reality was slipping.

The Lajas Valley radar complex, if
constructed, will dominate the UFO-
prone region of Puerto Rico that
included Laguna Cartagena and its
alleged underwater base. It has been
speculated that the existing radar
installation at Vieques. and its projected
Lajas twin, are part of a defense or early
warmning network against unidentified
flving objects.

Putting all speculation aside for the
moment, what remains in black-and-
white in impressive enough: the
installation would occupy a 40 acre area,
fenced in with wood and barbed wire.
The perimeter includes 13 radar
reception shacks spaced along the
terrain, and four rights-of-way leading to
adjacent terrain. The ground within the
enclosure itself will be occupied by a
reflective surface which will presumably
function as a reflector dish to a series of
seven hundred forty-four antennae
aligned in two individual rows right in
front of the reflecting surface.

The Navy press release stated that the
Lajas facility is merely an over-the-
horizon array (ROTHR), curiously
adding the detail that it is “similar to the
Very Large Array in the New Mexico
desert.”
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The Lajas array would share the
steerability of the VLA, but would it also
peer into space? The press release
concluded by saying the Lajas array
would be used as part of the drug war,
without making any mention of the fact
that the installation far surpasses any
other one used for a similar purpose in
North or South America. Nor was there
any discussion of the health risks posed
by the system. The Navy tried to assuage
the fears of the citizenry by saying that
the Lajas Valley and Vieques did not
constitute two radars, but merely two
sides of a “triad,” in which the proposed
Lajas installation would play the role of
receiver while Vieques functioned as the
transmitter. The third leg of the triad, the
control center. would be over a thousand
miles away in Norfolk, Virginia.

An Ever Present Mystery

At the foot of Puerto Rico’s enigmatic El

Yunque Rainforest lies Luquillo Beach.
a fenced, recreational facility that is one
of the finest strips of sand on the island.
Not far away, along Route 3, is a service
road containing two dozen rough-hewn
seafood restaurants (locally known as
“*los quioscos™) which attract a large
number of local and international
customers. If stories were true, the
seafood restaurants’ reputations have
even reached visitors form the cosmos.

Angel Cruz, the owner of restaurant No.
4, “LaMas Sufrida” (“The Longest-
Suffering”), looked like a man who
would ordinarily not move away from
his cash register if someone told him that
UFOs were cavorting outside. Yet that
was exactly what he did toward the end
of November 1966. when he and dozens
of his customers observed a celestial

display over the waters of the beach
which lapped the rear of his
establishment. Mr. Cruz had been
thoroughly affected by the experience —
something that becomes more evident as
we stood outside his restaurant
conversing.

“There was something supernatural
about the whole experience,” Cruz
reminisced. “For an object to have lit up
the entire coastline the way it did on that
evening, it had to be otherworldly. It was
too big. too big.”

Cruz was able to see the UFO anchored

-in mid-air, hovering over the water and

bathing the area (which has terrible
nocturnal lighting) in its actinic light.
His patrons literally put their forks down
to see what was going on. Certain that
the object was neither a flare, nor a
meteorite. Cruz added: *“I was able to
distinguish the sheer size and brilliance
of the object. Never in my life had I
experienced such a thing...I panicked. I

was scared because it was noiseless and
so bright. Eventually, it disappeared into
the water. and everything went back to
normal. The sea was normal, the
darkness returned...”

The businessman later added that he
returned into his establishment and
occasionally stepped outside to see if
there would be a replay of the celestial
phenomenon, but there wasn’t. Cruz had
friends and relatives in the nearby
Colinas del Yunque development who
had seen UFOs and strange creatures,
but had never thought he’d see anything
himself.

Conclusions Page 29
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Melbourne 1947
by G. Simpson

MELBOURNE,M MONDAY, JULY 7, 1947

24" PAGES

MONTY IN HIS YOUTH|s

B welcome home “young (nurse), Mrs C. McKendrick
crnard.”  They are (110M  (n1y personal nurse), Mr3 A.

t) . Mrs W. A. Braln (his 3
bverness), Mrs X, Dodson Connolly {cook) and M3

ORI~ FES 4

warre

gF - ucw 83uTH 3

Fr'in‘g**52§ieers’ to
be hunted down

iting teacher), MissL Solly M., Boys (pariour matd). |

few years ago, before Roswell was a
“household” word as it is today, I
decided that it might be a good idea to

see if the story had been covered by our local

papers. The only TV item on Roswell we'd
ever had the fortune to see in Australia at the
time was the 20 or so minutes presented by

“Unsolved Mysteries”. There had only been

one book published on the subject, ‘“The

Roswell Incident”, by Charles Berlitz, in 1980.

One thing mentioned in the ‘Unsolved
Mysteries’ program was that once the 509th
released the press report, their phones went
crazy with calls from all over the world.

Mystery has
US baffled

New York (AAP)

The next “flying
saucer” seen in the
United States will be
chased by fighter pianes.
“Flving Saucers” Inok llke
brightly shining metallie discs.
«They ruce ucruss the sky at
terrific speed. Many of them
have been reported since June
25, but as the Army and Navy
have denled all knowledge of
gy’ them the reports huve been
e el | recefved with scepticism.

The State Library of Victoria keeps
newspapers and periodicals on microfilm, so
off I went in search of the papers my
grandparents would have read in 1947. I began
with the Melbourne Age, and looked at the
editions a few days before, during and after the
event. I didn’t find any reference to Roswell or
even New Mexico, but to my astonishment
there were many reports on “Flying Saucers”
and “Flying Discs”, including stories about
people in Sydney and Copenhagen watching
“Flying Saucers” travelling overhead at high
speed.

Once I had scanned through the two months as
I had planned I was left with the impression
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Book Review

n November 23, 1953 an F89C of the
O433'd Fighter Interceptor Squadron,

Kinross AFB, Michigan was directed
by radar controllers to descend from 25,000
feet to 7000 feet to intercept an unknown
target over Lake Superior. As the two blips
merged -on the radar screen both radio and
radar contact were lost with the aircraft and it
was never seen again despite extensive
searches.

The two interesting aspects of this case are
firstly, that the whole procedure of interception
was initiated by the appearance of an unknown
intruder on USAF radar. Secondly that
although the F89C and intruder were obviously
in close proximity prior to being lost on radar,
the USAF has never released the extracts of
the taped conversations between pilot and
controllers.

This incident and several others described in
Dr. Willy Smith's book provides a
representative  sample from the UNICAT
PROJECT of interaction over the years
between pilots and UFOs. Most of the related
encounters are pilot witness accounts. For me
the book would have been just as interesting if
it dealt with the interaction of ferryboat
captains or school teachers and UFOs.
However, I guess the point that most make is
that pilots are more likely to observe aerial
phenomena and that because they are more
experienced with airborne visual observations
than most they tend to be credible witnesses.

On Pilots and UFOs
By Dr. Willy Smith
Foreword by Richard F. Haines
Review by P. Myers

The UNICAT PROJECT was started in 1984
by J. Allen Hynek and Willy Smith. The aim
of the project is to accurately document, using
specific criteria and tight parameters, high
quality UFO reports. Smith believes that by
being selective in his acceptance of material
for cataloguing, his results will be more
acceptable to the scientific community.

There are currently about 825 cases entered on
the database with a second database used to
store material that is not of sufficient standard.
This secondary material can be upgraded with
the introduction of new evidence/information.

Those people who met Dr Smith during his
Australian visit, perhaps at the talk he provided
for VUFORS members, will realize he is a
man with little tolerance for time wasters and
debunkers. This is reflected in his writing
style, which is at times a little abrasive.
However the point must be made thattoo much
light entertainment for television and print is
derived from the UFO phenomena and Dr
Smith's book provides us with the opportunity
to reorientate and escape the frivolous.

To purchase this book, write to :-
THE UNICAT PROJECT
8011 SW 189" Street

Miami, FL 33157
USA

Price: US Dollars $12 95
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CD Review

s soon as I read the advertisement for
Alhis CD I thought it would be worth
ordering it. That was the only way of
obtaining it so I could listen to it, think about

it, and maybe even recommend it to
V.U.F.O.R.S. members.

I'm glad I did, as this CD
contains historical
information and witness
testimonies regarding this
most important of cases,
and now with people such
as Kent Jeffrey trying to
attack the Roswell story,
it’'s the actual words
spoken by the people
involved such as you hear
on this CD that show
Jeffrey’s total foolishness
for what it really is.

Namaled By
Donald R. Schmitt

P

/ I interviews varies
n—— considerably. Even though,
this CD produces around one hour of
fascinating listening.

These people can’t possibly all be deluded, or
mistaken as he would suggest. They were
there, he was not. This information is valuable
as a research source document for those people
open-minded enough to listen to the people
who were courageous enough to speak about
what they experienced. It makes a refreshing
change to hear the actual voices of the key
people who had their entire philosophy of life
radically altered by this single event in modern
American history. '

This CD includes the original News broadcasts
from July 1947 where the announcement is
made regarding the Roswell Army Air Force

UFO Crash At Roswell:

An Audio Documentary

Narrated by Donald R. Schmitt
Review by G. Simpson

recovery of the “Flying Disc”, as well as the
stories of twenty seven different witnesses to
the event and related happenings.

The price of the CD is U.S.$ 16.00 including
postage. When I ordered the CD the Aussy
dollar hadn’t lost ground, so all up the CD cost
memensges  me around $29.00. In other
words, the normal price for
anew CD.

My only criticism of the CD
is that I think it would have
been better if Schmitt had
hired a professional voice
for the narration, and if he
had done a course on sound
recording at film school.
The  quality of the

The address for ordering the CD is..
The Baraka Foundation
P.O. Box 12933
Berkeley CA 94712.

Information is available via the Internet at:
http://www.baraka.net/roswell.html

Included in the cost of Aust.$29.00 was a
$6.00 charge by the post office for an
American “Western Union” postal money
order. I thought a well known American
Institution such as Western Union made sense
so that the cd would be sent without delay.
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What Next

that these ‘“saucers” had circum-navigated the
globe , passing over Sydney on the night of
Monday the 7th. The “saucers” were obviously
plainly visible , rapid and reported by
multitudes of people from the United States
and Canada to Australia and Scandanavia.

It would be a great idea to surf the web to
access newspaper archives in many countries
to see if a clearer picture develops. (ie. if they
have these relevant
archives available on

RPN otes oo oucl

wtock. N should_be abie
o o e Veons. they |

""ﬁi"'vaub—?‘ 75

!

The front page headline of “The Argus” for
JULY 7TH 1947 read:

‘FLYING SAUCERS’ TO BE HUNTED DOWN.
Mystery has U.S.baffled. New York (AAP)

The next ‘flying saucer’ seen in the United
States will be chased by fighter planes.....

The front page of ‘The Sun’ for July 7th ran a

w,m&,wml 5.;.5& leading story \yhlch
o o mabeen, read, “Persistent
cout

the net).

In (tihe Herald Oon ‘ “The Her
Monday June 30th i roRTLAND (Oregen).
1947, there was, on the & 4 “'“::“""‘

front page, the
headline
“SUPERSONIC

FLYING SAUCERS”
IN US.

Arnold
without mentioning his ~ staff will be held on July 13.

frasn amta in veasks

'SUPERSONIC FLYINGES 0%
SAUCERS' IN U.S.
; ald Special Service

-hot controversy e now reging.

The article r PWORK AS anir
then refers to the JRS DISPUTE |- &

1 1 .hour week is conceded to members
Slghtmg " “"pihuyn Union, a goneral stop-

, not
Lm}ndumummmmmm B

Saucery”
Leave
Americans Guessing.
This article reports
that the first
photographs of the
objects had appeared
in U.S. papers, but
they weren’t
reproduced here.

; ’ have been
~—Westerners havt

Then on Tuesday
July 8th, in the Sun,
on page two, there is

name, and then goes
on to say “ experts dismissed the report with
statements that no known aircraft could go that
fast and that no guided missile tests were being
conducted in that part of the west.....All agreed
that the objects were round, like a saucer, were
travelling South at high speed with little or no
noise , and were of such brightness that
reflections from the sun were ‘“almost
blinding”.

Of course, there was no mention of Kenneth
Arnold’s military experience as a pilot and his
ability to accurately ascertain the speed he
mentioned. He said at the time words to the
effect that he found it hard to believe but he
had to because he saw it himself.

an article reporting how a U.S. National Guard
pilot was sent in persuit of a ‘“saucer” but
wasn’t abled to find the object. (That would
probably be like trying to intercept a formula 1
racing car while riding a bicycle).

And on Tuesday the 8th, ‘The Age’ added, on
it’s front page, that the Army Air Force was
going to use it’s new ‘JET’ planes to attempt to
pursue the next ‘Saucer’.

Of course the boffins couldn’t keep away from
such intriguing stories. A Sydney Professor
proved to his satisfaction that people were
staring into the skies for long periods, which
made their eyes play tricks on them. See page
two, The Age , Tuesday July the 8th.
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Of course he never
attempted to explain
why the Armed
Forces of the United
States would keep .
their planes “warmed ™
up” and at the ready % :
in order to persue ;;,,:*,,:g.‘:.‘.‘:‘:..
re
,;g

optical  anomalies, o ‘:’:g'.";g%
hich  overnight PR L
| g g SRR |

i1

afflicted

people &%

around the globe. ‘-‘-—‘\'i X @W e, s

To conclude , it would be an absolutely
fascinating project to research newspaper

Urder the headling, “Disc Saucery Has Us Pop-Eyed,”
""lL"n'.a to s;: m’vﬁm'mmg of the
ies,

what are
sy " sern facthg’ the
.”ﬁ"“%' ‘:;.“ o) B _%_ of the |8 cead without teix. hh‘:ﬂg

r wireral
s S A

the activities of these
visitors at the time
that one of them
either crashed or was
shot down in 1947.
There was one very
minor reference to a
story of a ‘saucer’
having been
recovered by the
U.S. Military, but it
was attributed to the
ubiquitous  weather

ind the bain eugines are
exireme Jeacing vdag bike

balloon. In other words, all that I could locate

A _ in Melbourne was a minor reference to the
archives worldwide in order to piece together cover story we all  know

about.

The Mysterv Continues.

Conclusion

The year 1997 kicked of f with a flurry of
unusual activity, marked by a resurgence
of triangular UFO sightings: during one
particular incident in the town of [sabela,
a witness reported seeing three such
craft, but with a curious distinction. One
of the craft was clearly of non-human
manufacture, whereas the other two
made a noise identical to that of jet
engines as they hovered beside the first
one. This was a low-level, daytime
sighting.

In January of this year [1997], an
anonymous man linked to a public safety
agency was the unwilling witness to the
UFO abduction of a Zebu bull from a
stretch of farmland located along Route
30, which links the cities of Cagus and
Humacao, at two o’clock in the morning.

The dumbfounded witness was
attempting to follow the slow moving
UFO in his car along the highway when
he was swiftly overtaken by a black 4x4
pickup truck which pulled him over. Tall
men in black uniforms emerged from the
vehicle and walked up to the nervous
witness, ordering him to kill the engine
and remain by the roadside to avoid
“getting into trouble.” According to the
witness, one of the men said, “Just let us
get on with what we are doing.”

The witness asked why, then realized
that the unidentified man had spoken in
the plural regarding the UFO. It
suddenly dawned on him that these men
were linked with the vehicle.

Who were these strange individuals
whose black uniforms betrayed no
insignia whatsoever? The fact remains
that a cow was later found mutilated
along Route 30. completely butchered
and with its bones shattered, as if the
helpless bovine had been dropped from a
great height.
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LECTURE

Pilot Sightings of
UFO Phenomena

Dr. Richard F. Haines

NASA Research Scientist since 1967
Royal Victorian Aero Club, Moorabbin Airport
Tuesday, 17" of March, 1998 at 8pm

Dr. Haines has recorded over 3,000 UFO reports,
many of which he has personally investigated.

He has also investigated numerous aviation
accidents and incidents for the U.S. Federal
Aviation Authority and attorneys.

He has also written three books on UFO topics and over 50 scientific and technical
articles as well as 20 serious articles on unidentified aerial phenomena.

Dr. Haines’ 1987 book, “Melbourne Episode - Case Study of a Missing Pilot”,
details the 1978 disappearance of Frederick Valentich over Bass Strait during a
flight from Moorabbin to King Island.

Admission Seats are limited

Prepaid tickets will receive priority seating.
Send your ticket requests to:

Victorian UFO Research Society Inc.
P.O. Box 43, Moorabbin VIC. 3189

VUFORS members
& RVAC members $20
Others $25

QO E LY NEWS =7

The VUFORS Sightings Hotline is NOW AVAILABLE.
€3 (03) 9506 7080 &

Please report your sightings to this number.

Note: This is NOT a 0055 or 1900 service. Your call_is chaLged standard rates.

—

* * » * JTEMS FOR SALE * * * *
' AT THE MARCH 2nd DISCUSSION EVENING

"UFOs... THE REAL STORY" - Stanton Friedman's comprehensive CD-ROM.
Excellent value at $ 35.00. Normal retail price $ 49.00.

This item is now available by mail within Australia for $ 38.00.
VUFORS LAPEL BADGES - only $ 5.00 each.

VUFORS PENS - only $ 1.00 each.

"THE AUSTRALIAN UFO BULLETIN" - some back issues available at
$ 5.00 each.

For those who wish to attend Dr. Richard Haines Lecture at the Roval Victorian
Aero Club, the Melways Map 87 G4 gives the directions.

Suggestions;- Coming from the City, North or East of it, Nepean Highway,
Warrigal Road and Weatall road which - after a small dog-leg, becomes Boundary
Road:, and all of these main roads cross Centre Dandenong Road. which leads to
the Airport. There is a large car park.
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MEMBER
International Committee for U.F.O. Research

P.O. Box 43, Moorabbin, Vic. 3189, Australia

For Your Diary
MARCH 2"d, 1998 DISCUSSION |

JUNE 1. 1998
SEPTEMBER 7" 1998
DECEMBER 7" 1998 A.GM

TIME  8.00 p.m.

WHERE  The Royal Society of Victoria
Victoria Street, Melbourne
(SEE MAP)
NON-MEMBER $5.00
ASSOCIATE MEMBER $2.00
FULL MEMBER FREE ENTRY

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
V.U.F.O.R.S.

FULL MEMBERSHIP:  $20 - Magazine

- Free Meeting Entry
- Free Supper

ASSOCIATE MEMBER: $15 - Magazine Only
OVERSEAS: $US20 - Magazine Only

NON MEMBER: $5 - Meeting Entry Only
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