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"VJHAT ARE WE DOING" 
HOW DO�� LEARN OF UFOs? The Centre's telephone numbers are nvailable from the media, 

police, telephone infonnation9 and a variety of other organisations such as CSIRO, 
University9 �eather Bureau and even DCA. 

We hnve representatives in the North, alGo on the North ·west and West 
Coast 9 not forgetting one of our most energetic members Geo.ff Marshall at Maydena. 
Sales of our Annual Report to the public h8ve also he lped to make us better known and 
resulted in a number of sichtings beine reported. 

Most of the sightings with a high straneeness content tend to come on 
the "grapevine�' It is ouprisine how many witnesses who mCJy have reported an IFO (Id­
entified Flying Object ) know of someone else who has seen something strange or heard 
a rumour of a sighting in a rural aroa. 

A lot of f'ollovv up is sometimes required to track down witnesses but 
the past few months have illustrated that there is"gold in them there hills". 

As a result of second and even third hand information we have this 
year been able to follow '-'-P stories of sightinGs involving occupants and landings from 
earlier years. How many such other events are waiting to bo uncovered??? 

HOW DO WE DEFINE UFOs. i�1 th the co-operation and exchange of information amongst 
Australian (and overseas ) lJFO sroups9 Prof Hynek's method of classif.ying UFO sightings 
is becoming the norm. Now that we are passing on sightings explained and unexplained 
to the ACOS computer progr3mme in Sydney Hynek's system iG being used to define reports. 

A UFO is an ·anomalous aerial phenomena whose appearance and behaviour can 
not be ascribed to conventional objects and efFects .. Not only by tho original witness but 
by the Centre's investigators after a commonsense investigation. 

DEFINITIONS ... Nocturnal lightg distant anomalous lights seen in night sky. 
DDg Daylight dicc9 distant disc-like objects or lights seen 

during the day. 
RV • •  Radar/Visual9 UFOs seen by ro.dar and VlSlon simultaneously .. 
CE 1 • •  Close encounter of the First Kind9 UFO seen w:tthin 

500feet o 

CE 2.�Close encounter of the Second Kind. CE 1's that leave 
traces, crow1d marks, auto stops9 animal reactionetc. 

CE 3".Clooe encounter of the Third Kind, CE 1 \'Jith humanoid 
or occupant seen. 

All cases now receive a number refferincs to t he ;year of investigation and theorder it 
was received durinG the year. The first si3htine for this year l•Jil1 go into the computer 
as TA 77001. TA stands for tho source Tns UFO Investigation Centre. 

1«.JHAT DO .WE DO ViJlfrH IT ALL .... In early ye�n·s sightine;s were reported to the Centre then 
just left in the files and probably forzotteno The initial aim of the Centre was to record 
and publish UFO inforrrmtiono It is only in recent �roarl: that our Annual Report first 
printed in 1969 has become nve.ilablo to the c;eneral public. Not to for{3'et that eventually 
all the Centre's unexplainedo stretching b�\ck to 1948 v"Jill go into the computer. 

Tasmanian sie;htings have already been included in Australian Catalo��es 
such as the El-1ti ty C8talocsue, CE ? SightingG 9 ._;nd hopefully, when Elll the information 
is to hand9 a Car Pace Catalogue is being prepared by Paul Jackson. A chock of our files 
has produced over 50 car pnce sightings in the state9 most of thorn occuring in the past 
3 yearso Did this typo of sighting occur boforo the early 70s9 if so they have not been 
reported, or this a now phase on tho local scene? 

VlHO DOES 'WHAT. o .  The majority of sightings nre phoned into Jeanette Bigwood (Pres­
ident ) or Keith Roberts ( Secg ). Quite often there appears to be a ready explanation for 
some of the reports, a quick check with DCA for aircl'aft9 or Baul Jackson's astronomical 
tables for planet locations eliminates a larco proportion of the caseso 

After tgis9 log work and writing, not to mention telephone calls are 
required to obtain full details and check out points before a decision is made whether 
the case onvolves something unexplained, or it has been an IFO that had everyone temp­
orarily puzzled. 

Quite a number of members have been involved one way or another inv­
estigating sightings in the past 2 yearso Maybe you know of a friend or neighbour who 
has had a sighting or talked about some one who has??? 

After this comes all the "red tape", reports checked out, summaries of 

sighting and investigation propared9 then Computer input form completed before details 

are passed onto Paul Jackson ( Liason ) to be forwc:1rdod to ACOS and other groups .. Members 

being informed via NevJletters and Ann ual Report .. 
11vVHAT ARE THEY". o Just nbout every witness eets around to the question during the 

course of an interview .. The ansz;er is that wejust don't know at this stage, and it looks 

like it may stay that way for a long time to come. The UFO phenomena comes in a bewilderin; 

a rray of shapes and colourso Thoro is no easy answer as some would have us beleive. V\7b.o 

knows9 the phenomena whatevor it is may be having a hnrd time working out just what WG 

represent?? 



Page 2... INVmTIGATIONS. 
If it wasn1t for some old interesting cases things would have been ver,y quiet 

this year. During the first 4 months of thi� year we have received 34 sightings to 
investigate, plus 7 reports from earlier years. Compare this ��th 1976, we handled 
77 investigations plus a few old sightings in the same period. Unidentifieds for the 
year are 3, 1976 ' s figure fo�the same period was 19· 

M�be Tasmania's sreat flap of sightings starting back in 1974 has tailed off 
at last. There were no unexplained reports between November 76 and early February 77, 
the longest period without an unidentified report since early 1973· 

The respite could not have come at a better time as a lot of work has been going 
int� details on Australian Catalogues, and old sightings information for the computer. 

SIGHTINGS 
First some brief notes on olg cases to hand or being checked out; we hope a better 

coverage m� appear in our Annual tteports. 
In November 1972 a mother and daughter were in a parked car at Campania, they were 

facing west. What looked like a row of bright yellow \rindows werenoticed over nearby 
hills9 the lights were moving steadily north. In the windows the witnesses saw what app­
eared as figures sitting side on, they stood out as grey shapes against the lighted 
outline of the windows. No movenent was seen. The lights went away to the north receedine 
into distant dots, 

A father has reported to the Centre that his two children spotted a roadside UFO 
in the summer of 1974• They were accompanying him on a trip to Richmond via the Grasstroe 
Hill road. The children noticed the object over the �lly alongside the road, by the time 
the father pulled up his car (he was towing a trailer) he only saw a light disappearing 
over the nearby hill. Time of the sighting was about 9pm. 

The elliptical shaped object had a spinning base and windows in the upper half. It 
was grey coloured with flashing lights. In one of the windows the children said they 
saw a shape that seemed to turn before the object moved away. Vfuilst stationary over 
the gully it wobbled but stabalised when it increased speed. 

A landing south of Hobart has come to our attention, it occured in the early hours 
of one d� in late Februar.y 1976. The lone witness saw a light doscA�ding from tho east­
ern sky. On going out to investigate a dome shaped object with windcwswas seen just 
above a grassy slope. The witness who came vvi thin 70mts of the UFO heard a whinning noisQ. 
Through the windows he saw shapes like se8ts and something likened to a cylinder. The 
object increased its nmise and took off into the eastern sky. Traces were allegedly left 
but samples taken by the Centro a year later proved negative. 
Ref: TA 77036. Seven Mile Beach. 3.2.77 Investication.K.Roberts, J.Drew�N.Russel-Green. 

Michelle Russel-Green was at a Youth Camp when she heard a buzzing sound, she saw 
other children look up and spotted a dome shaped object in the eastern sky. It was abput 
9.30pm. She described the object as white with a red blinking light ontop and yellow 
lights on a spinning disc below the dome. There was a row of windows in the dome with a 
shape in the centre vdndow. It looked rather thin with a rounded bump ontop, it moved 
back and forth. The object vJas stationary at first then moved north and ma�be up into 
cloud. 

Tho Centre has been able to contact two other children present at the time of the 
sighting. A second girl thought the whole object was spinning but she also describes 
seeing a shape in the centre window, it seemed to move an arm. A boy that we interviewed 
only recalls seeing a spinning football shape with coloured lights on it; he ran to tell 
others but it moved away before the camp leaders could arrive. There is some confusion 
about the sighting date so that investigations are yet to be finalised. 
TA 77013 Brighton. 19.2.77. Investigation.K.Roberts 

Miss M was up early to tend to her horse before the day's competition. At once her 
attention was caught by a bright circle of steady orange lights south east of the farm. 
The lights were near Brighter ".rmy camp about a kilometer away. The lights estimated at 
300mts elevation moved slowly across the southern sl�, stopping two or three times before 
diminishing to a dot. Then they came back to the west increasing in size and going away 
over the hills. The sighting lasted 3 minutes. 
TA 77024 andTA 77034. Mt Stuart-NewTown. 28.3.77 Investigation.J.Bigwood,K.Roberts. 

Something puzzling certainly occured in the Mt Stuart area on March 28th. Mrs M. 
Carr of New Town heard a crackling noise near 7pm, then found her hall flooded by orange 
light. Going outside she watched a light dart about for 6secs. It was moon sized and an 
apricot/orange colour. It went away north, then came back and seemed to bathe her with 
bright coloured light for a second. Finally it shot off to the north east. 

At almost the same time a Mt Stuart student saw what seems to be the same light. 
He described it as moon sized and dashing back and for�h across the sky. It came south, 
went north, then returned lower and closer making a whistling noise. It was red, orange, 
and purple colours� , 

At the time of writing we have just found another witness at Mt Stuart who saw 
the light. He describes as yellow/white and moving around in a zig zag manner. He says 
it came over Mt Stuart be�ore disappearing and made a whistling noise. 

Investigating. 
May 9th. Lone motorist reports seeing a white light over NewTown, it splits into 

two lights which go north. Seen for 10mins. A mention of the sighting in the paper ha� 
brou'";ht C8lls about other li{:hts ::::oen rrr;r.kin�: up. A Gej lston Bay lad."'-- in Feb s3�� '=' 
.., • , t ... c::'f. 


