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UFO RESEARCH AUSTRALIA 

We wish to announce the formation of a new-concept style of organisation which 
will consist solely of persons acti vely participating in UFO research. 

This newly formed organisation· will utilise the UFO Research Australia Newsletter 
{UFORAN} as its publishing vehi cle. 

The organisation's emphasis will be on cooperati ve research and, for want of 
attaching a distingui shing name, it will be known as UFO Research Australia 
{UFORA}, thus complimenting UFORAN's name. 

The format ion of this new-concept organisation was initiated by Vladimir Godic, 
Pony Godic and Keith Basterfield. 

UFORA seeks continuing information exchange either on an indi vidual basis, 
i rrespecti ve of organisational affiliations, or at an organisational level. 

UFO Research Australia will not compete with any other UFO organisation. UFORA 
is to be a pri vate research group utilising UFORAN as a means of communication. 

UFORA's emphasis will be on co-operative research and the past track record of 
the three founders will speak for itself. All three have been active in Aust­
rali an ufology and, most importantly, have extensi vely contributed, by way of 
personal time and money, to everyone's benefit. 

We, the founders, welcome Bill Chalker as a UFORA Scientific Consultant. We 
also welcome our other new members and thank those kind enough to make financial 
contributions, at th is early stage, towards runn ing expenses. 

You are invited to li aise with, or participate in, UFO Research Australia by: 

{a} Continuing to submi t  articles to UFORAN which will remain an independent 
publication, edited and published by Vladimir Godic, with the same aims 
and format, that is, presenting the best of Australi an ufology to the world 
and the best of world ufology to Australi a. 

{b} Co-operati ve exchange of information with UFORA. 

The organisation's address will be: 

UFO Research Australi a {UFORA} 
PO Box 229 
Prospect 
South Australi a  50 82 
AUSTRALIA 

We welcome your feedback on th is editori al announcement - 1  

2 



NORTH AMERICAN UFO FEDERATION� INC. 

The f i e l d  of se r i ous U FO s t ud i es has  rece i v­
ed g row i n g  i n te res t ove r  the p a s t  25 yea rs  
by l i te rally t ho u s an ds o f  peop l e  i n  many 
n a t i on s . S i g n i f i can tly, there has been 
re l a t i ve l y l i t t l e  p rog res s made i n  g a i n i ng 
a c l ea r  and a cc u ra te u n de rs t and i n g o f  wh a t  
t h e  co re i den t i t y o f  so- cal l ed UFO Phenom­

enon i s .  A maj o r  s tep h as been taken re­
cen tly to ach i eve t h i s  goa l by work i n g  to 
b r i n g abo u t  bet ter coopera t i on,  commu n i ca­
t i on, and mu t ua l  s u ppo r t among ser i ou s  i n ­
ves t i g a to rs t h rough  t he fo rma t i on o4: the  
No r t h  Ame r i can UFO Fede ra t i on, I n c .  ( NAUFO F 
fo r sho r t) . The federat i on tooK fo rm 
t h rough  e f fo r t s  of a S tee r i n g Comm i t tee 
appo i n ted i n  To ron to, On ta r i o  on Ju l y  4 ,  
1 9 82 .  Th i s  g roup deve l oped By  Laws and  
e l ec ted a Boa rd o f  D i recto rs p r i o r  to the i r 
f i rs t o f f i c i a l  meet i n g i n  Pas aden a, Ca l i ­
fo rn i a  on J u l y  3 ,  1 9 83 .  NAU FO F  i s  l eg a l ly 
i n co rpo rated i n  the S ta te of  De l awa re a s  of  
Sep tembe r 30 ,  1 9 83 . Rep resen t i n g geog raph i ­
cally d i ve rs i f i ed UFO g roups,  t he fo l low i n g 
peop l e  we re e l ected to the NAU FO F  Boa rd o f  
D i rectors:: M rs An n D ru f fe l  ( rep resen t i ng 
Skynet i n  the g rea ter  Los An ge l es a rea ) ,  
Peter  Mazzo l a ( D i rec to r  o f  the S c i en t i f i c  
B u rea u o f  I n ves t i g a t i on w i t h headqu a r ters  
i n  New Yo rk), Cha r l es J .  W i l he l m ( D i rec to r 
o f  the  Oh i o  UFO I n ves t i g a to r s  League), 
Walte r H .  And ru s ,  J r . ( D i rec to r of the 
M u t ual UFO Netwo rk w i t h hea dqua r ters  i n  
Seg u i n, Texa s ) , R i cha rd H .  Ha l l  (rerresent i n g 
the Fund fo r UFO Resea r ch i n  Ma ry l and) , 
R i ck R .  H i l berg  ( D i rec to r of  t he Nor thern 
Oh i o  U FO G roup ) ,  J .  Al l en Hynek ( D i recto r 
of  t h e  Cen ter  fo r UFO S t ud i es, Evan s ton, 
I l l  i no i s ) , Hen ry H .  McCay ( Canada) , and 
R i cha rd F .  Ha i nes ( Los A l tos, Ca l i fo rn i a ) . 
The o r i g i n al S tee r i n g Comm i t tee was cha i red 
by John  F .  S ch ues s l e r o f  Hous ton, Texas .  

O f f i ce r s  e l ected i n  P a s a den a we re : An n 
D r u f fe l  ( T rea s u re r ) , Peter  Mazzo l a  
( Sec ret a ry ) ,  Hen ry McKay ( Depu ty D i recto r ) , 
and O r  R i cha rd F .  Ha i nes ( D i rector) .  

The No r t h  Ame r i can UFO Federat i on, I n c .  h as 
as  i t s bas i c  obj ect i .ves : ( a ) wo rk i ng to­
wa rds g rea te r  mu tua l coope ra t i on and s u ppo rt  
i n  con d uc t i n g f i e l d i n ves t i g a t i on s, i n fo r­
mat i on g a t her i ng, ana l y s i s, and deve l op i ng 
a rap i d  i n ves t i g at i ve res pon se capab i l i ty .  
(b)  deve l op i ng an d u rg i ng t he use of  s t and­
a rd i zed repo r t i n g fo rms, i n ves t i gat i ve p ro­
cedu res, an d equ i pmen t so as  to i mp rove t he 
re l i ab i l i ty  o f  t he UFO da ta  t h a t  i s  ava i l ­
ab l e  fo r an a l y s i s .  ( c ) act i ng as  a sou rce 
o f  accu rate and up- to- date i n fo rma t i on on 
the s ubj ec� o f  un i den t i f i ed ae r i a l pheno­
men a fo r those who des i re s u ch i n fo rma tion, 
(d)  wo rk i n g  towa rd the est ab l i s hmen t of  a 
computer i zed d a t a-ba se that  w i l l  s u ppo rt 
a f f i l i a te member resea rch, and (e) es t ab l i sh ­
i ng an ef fect i ve pub l i c  re l a t i on s  comm i t tee 
i n  o rder to p rov i de the gene ra l pub l i c  w i t h 
c red i b l e, up-to-date i n fo rma t i on on cu r ren t 
UFO a ct i v i ty, p repa re edu cat i ona l ma te r i als, 
an d res pon d to un favo rab l e  or b i ased news 
cover age as  qu i ckly and as a ccu ra te l y a s  
pos s i b l e .  I n  add i t i on,  a s peaker 1 s  bu rea u 
w i l l  be es t ab l i s hed to ass i s t i n te res ted 
ou t s i de pa rt i es who des i re l oca l s pokesmen 
on the s ubj ect o f  UFOs . Othe r  obj ect i ves 
may be fo r t h com i ng as other need s become 
i den t i f i ed .  

Wh i l e s t i l l  i n  i t s i n fan cy, the No rth  Ame r i ­
can UFO Feder at i on, I n c .  has  an i mp res s i ve 
l i s t  o f  ch a rter  member g roups . Wh i l e t he 
cha l l en ge befo re t he federat i on i s  ve ry 
g rea t, i t s d i recto rs  real i ze t h a t  i t  w i l l  
requ i re t he s uppo rt of  a g rea t many peop l e . 
I f  you a re ser i ou s l y  i n teres ted i n  the s ub­
j ect  of Unidentified Flying Objects and 

closely related phenomena and  w i s h  to app l y  
fo r membersh i p  o r  j u s t  to l ea rn mo re about  
NAUFO F p l ease w r i te to�. 

Peter  Mazzo l a, Sec reta ry - NAUFO F  
PO Box 1 9 3 
S t a ten I s l and, New York 1 03 1 2  
U . S . A . I  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

MASSIMO GRECO has changed his address to: PO Box 29 
I-25121 Bresc i a  
ITALY 
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The Australian satellite communicatio� sys­

tem is based on two separate segments; a 

Space Segment and an Earth Segment. 

The Space Segment consists of the satellites 

themselves and ground control facilities. 

The first two satellites are due to be laun­

ched on board NASA's Space Shuttle in July 

and October 1985, and a third will be laun­

ched later as a spare. The satellites are 

the same type as the two which were placed 

in the wrong orbit by faulty boosters dur­

ing the tenth Shuttle mission earlier this 

year, but AUSSAT Pty.'s General Manager, Mr 

Gosewinckel, has stated during the AUSSAT 

public briefings that he is confident the 

problems with the boosters will be rectified 

before Australia's satellites are launched. 

It is worthwhile noting that the type of 

booster which failed, known as a PAM, had 

performed perfectly on 18 previous occasions! 

The satellite system has been designed so 

that it can cover all of Australia and sur­

rounding coastal waters. There will be a 

national beam and four individual "spot" 

beams with one each for W.A., Queensland, 

S.A. & N.T., and one for N.S.W., VIC., and 

Tas. Another "spot" beam will provide in­
ternal communication services for Papua New 

Guinea. Each satellite will be able to 

transmit and receive signals in two ways: 

between two points like a telephone call; 

and from a single point to any number of 

points like a T.V. or radio station. The 

satellites will be monitored by two control 

stations, located in Sydney and Perth, which 

will be technically known as the Tracking, 

Telemetry, Command and Monitoring Stations. 

The Earth Segment consists of the appropriare 

equipment that users will require in order 

to transmit or receive signals from the 

satellites. These "earth stations" use dish 

type antennas of varying diameter and cost. 

Some will be receive only, and can be us·ed 

4 

A U S S A T: 

THE AUSTRALIAN 

NATIONAL SATELLITE 

COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 

BY J A N E  BROOKS 

(UFORAN Space Technology Correspondent) 

for receiving T.V. and radio signals but for 

nothing else. Others will be able to tans­

mit as well as receive, and are much more 

expensive. Each capital city, plus Darwin 

and Canberra, will have a Major City Earth 

Station, which will be owned by AUSSAT Pty. 

Other smaller ones could be built by individ­

ual users such as remote mining sites. 

The main users of the satellite system will 

be the A.B.C. for broadcasting T.V. and 

radio programs to some 300, 000 people living 

in remote and isolated areas, the Department 

of Civil Aviation for two way communication 

between air traffic control centres and VHF 

receiver/transmitter stations being establi­

shed which are beyond the reach of terrestri­

al networks, and TELECOM. so it can extend 

its telephone service to areas that are cur­

rently inadequately provided for. 

Other users will be businesses, the police, 

and meteorological organizations. Unfortun­

ately, the cost of a small receive/transmit 

earth station, at about $15, 000, will be out 

of reach of most outback people, but for any 

that can afford one,the satellite system 

could also be used for purposes such as the 

School of the Air. 

The satellite system will be run on a profit 

making basis so that it will not be a drain 

on the taxpayer, and should be able to re­

cover costs and begin paying a dividend to 

its shareholder, the Australian Federal Gov­

ernment, before 1992. More details about tie 
system, its costs etc., are available from 

AUSSAT Pty. Ltd., MLC Centre, 19 Martin 

Place, Sydney NSW 2000. (Most of the infor­

mation in this article has been taken from 

their publications). 

There will not be an Australian payload 

specialist going up on the Shuttle with one 

of the satellites, because the Federal Gov­

ernment wants more time for a high quality 



A USSAT 

Australian research payload to be developed. � 
What about the experiments of Drs Hob and 
Dintenfass? 

Perhaps a few more letters are needed to 

remind the Government about them!l 

AN A TO Z OF UFO EXPLANATIONS 
( BY PA UL & CASSAN DRA SOWIAK-R U DE J) 

CONT I NUED FROM PREV I OUS I SS UE : 

This article is not intended to represent an exhaustive list of all possible proposed 

explanations for UFO activity, buL is designed to show something of the range and nature 

of the solutions that various researc:hers, authors etc. have considered. If it opens 

peoples' minds, or stimulates them to examine the evidence, it has fulfilled its purpose. 

THE PHENOMENON - P roposed by : D .  S co t t  Rogo, Jerome C l a rk .  Con cept : UFOs a re 

P v i s i on s  c rea ted by the Phenomenon, an un i den t i f i ed cosm i c  psych i c  sou rce . Th i s  
sou rce h a s  t he ab i l i ty to rea d men ' s  m i n d s, and ext ract ma te r i a l  f rom the i r s ub­
con s c i ou s ; when an i nd i v i d ua l u n de rgoes a l i fe c r i s i s  o r  o t her t rauma, an app ro-

pr i ate s i g h t i n g o r  abduct i on s cen a r i o  i s  p rov i ded by the Phenomenon i n  o rder to a i d the 
person i n vo l ved . I n  many cases, the even t s  t h us c rea ted a re phys i ca l l y  rea l ; i n  o t hers,  
th� rep resen t me re l y a psych i c  p roj ect i on .  Sou rce :  UFO AB DUCT I ON S, D .  S co t t  Rogo, S i g net 
1 9 80 .  

PARAPHYSICAL- P roposed by: J .  Kee l , D r  M .  l ayne, H . T .  W i l k i n s .  Concept: UFOs a re 
u l t rate r res t r i a l ,  t ran s mog r i f i cat i on s  o f  ene rgy an d ma t te r . They a re d i rect l y  re l ated to 
the e l ect romagnet i c  s pect rum, and  a re an i n teg r a l  pa rt  of  our env i ronmen t, even i f  they do 
not no rma l l y  fo rm pa r t  of  ou r rea l i ty. They a re cosm i c  j oke rs, man i pu l a t i n g man for t he i r 
own pu rposes, and  the i r man i fes t a t i on s  a re de l i berate l y con t rad i ctory an d m i s l ead i n g - Kee l . 

PSYCHIC PROJECTION - P roposed by : C .  Bowen . Concept :  UFO s i gh t i ng s  an d other s t ran ge 
even t s  a re p roj ect i on s  of d ream- l i ke sequences d i rected i n to t he m i n ds of  the  perc i p i en t s . 
Sou rce :  J .  Kee 1 , op . c i t .  

Q QUARANTINE THEORY - P ropo sed by : Va r i ou s  aut ho rs .  Con cept : Ea rth  i s  i n  
qu a ran t i ne, wat ched over by membe r s  o f  a Ga l act i c  Fede rat i on, o r  po l i ce fo rce, 
who have the  t a s k  o f  en s u r i n g  t ha t  we do not en danger the res t o f  the So l a r  Sys tem 
et c .  by e�p l od i n g  n u c l ea r  dev i ces, o r  ven t u r i ng fo r t h  to exp l o re an d conquer .  I f  

we s u rv i ve to i mp rove ou r a t t i t u des, then we may be perm i t ted to j o i n  t h i s  C l ub of  o l de r, 
mo re advan ced c i v i l i za t i on s . So u rce :  0 .  B i n de r, op . c i t .  

R RADIANT BEINGS - P roposed by: Ray Pa l me r .  Con cep t : There i s  a c i v i  1 i za t i on 
of i n te l l i gen t, non - ma te r i a l  ene rgy be i n gs  i n  t he Van A l l en Be l t ( 1  . 200 - 40 , 000 
m i l es above Ea r t h ) . These c rea t u res a re somet i mes fo rced to des cen d i n to t he 
lowe r a t mos phere to s he l ter f rom magnet i c  s t o rms and  other d i st u rban ces . They 

then become v i s i b l e  due to a sort  of  p l asma-g l ow wh i ch s u r rounds  t hem . As t hey con s i s t o f  
p l a sma i n  th i s  s t ate, t hey can chan ge s h ape a t  w i l l .  Sou rce 0 .  B i n de r  op . c i t .  

To be continued . .. 
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT CONFIRMS UFO LANDING 
BY JOH N F. SCH UESSLER 

Two h un d r e d  B r it i s h  and Ame r i c an m i l ita ry 
an d c i v i l i an Pe rs onn e l w itn e s s e d  th e l an d ­
in� o f  a st ran�e f i Y in� m a c h ine . Fa rm c at­
t l e we re c raze d as th e o b je ct � l i d e d o v e r­
h e a d, f ina l l Y  l an d in� in Tan� h am Wo o d, ju st 
one - h a l f  mi l e  f rom th e Un ite d State s A i r  
Fo rce B a s e  a t  RAF Wo o d b r i d�e,  i n  En� l an d .  

A c c o r d in� to th e B riti s h  newsPaPe r NEWS O F  
THE WO RLD, th e k e Y w itn e s s  i s  Lt . C o l one l 
Ch a r l e s I .  H a l t, d ePUtY c omma n d e r o f  th e 
USAF 81st T a cti c a l Fi�hte r Win� . C o l .  
H a l t ' s re Po rt in c l u d e d a d e s c r iPti on qf 
s t r an� e I i�h ts s e en b Y  b as e  s e cu rity Po I i c e . 
I n ve sti�ato rs th at w ent into th e wo o d s sPot­
te d a t r i an�u l a r � l ow in� o b je ct .  Th e Y  s a i d  
i t  w a s  s ix f e et h i�h an d ten f e et a c ro s s . 
I t  i l l um in ate d th e w h o l e  f o re s t .  

O n e  o f  th e s e c u r itY Po l i c emen to l d  h ow th e 
b l in d in� o b ject a f f e cte d th e an ima l s  o f  th e 
f o re st, c a u s in� th em to f l e e in Pan ic . H e  
s a i d  th e f ue l � a u � e s  o n  th e mi l ita ry v e h ­
i c l e s re� iste re d empty , e ven th o u� h  th e Y  
knew th e tan k s  we re f u l 1. T h e  c l e a rin� ne a r  
th e st ran�e o b je ct was f u l l  o f  USAF an d RAF 
m i l ita rY PeoP l e , s om e  w ith mo v i e  oame ras . 
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Th e s k Y was f i l l e d with h e l i co Pte rs . Th is 
o b je ct was mo re th an a s imP l e l i�ht in th e 
n i�ht s k y ,  an d i t  l an d e d  in a v io l e nt b u rst 
of l i�h t. A s  it s at on th e � ro un d, th e 
s e c u ritY Po l i c e  c o u l d  s e e  th r e e  b e in�s in 
s i l v e r  s u its mo v in� a ro un d  d o in� s ome k in d  
o f  wo rk . 

A c c o r d in� to th e newsPaPe rs, USAF Bri�a d i e r  
Gene r a l Garden Wi l l iams s a i d  h e  re c a l l e d 
th e rePo rt . I t  was h is oPin io n  that Lt . 
Co l one l H a l t  wo u l d  n o t  h o a x  the B r iti s h  A i r  
Min istrY o r  th e Un ite d State s A i r  Fo rce . 

Oth e r  rePo rts d e s c rib e d  h ow th e o b ject was 
t r a c k e d  on ra d a r  f rom a s t ation 50 mi l e s 
f rom th e s ite o f  th e l an d in� . 

Pe r h aPs th e mo st imPo rtant f a cto r in th is 
cas e is th at is h aPPened on De cemb e r  27, 
1980, ju st two d aY s  b e f o re th re e PeoP l e  
we re inju re d b Y  a h u�e � l ow in� o bje ct ne a r  
H o u ston, T e x as . I n  that inc i d ent the l i�h t 
was a l s o b l in d in� an d h e l i coPte rs fi l l e d th e 
s k Y . I t  is t ime s omeon e Pro v i de s  s ome an­
swe rs . We a r e  stu ck w ith fa r to o man Y q u e s ­
tions . l  



A REVIEW OF RESEARCH TODATE INTO 

VEHICLE INTERFERENCE EFFECTS 

BY KEITH BASTERFIELD 

A survey of research into UFO reports in 

which a motor vehicle is said to have ex­

perienced "interference", e. g. engine stal­

ling, has been conducted. 

The results of this survey are given in t� 

article in which the initials VIE will s�d 

for vehicle interference effect(s) . 

I t  se ems to be �ene ral I Y  a c c e Pte d th at ve h ­
i c le s, inte r- re a ctin� w ith the UFO P h enom­
e n a, s u f f e r  " ele ctroma�netic e f f e cts" . T h i s  
a c ce P tan ce se ems t o  h a ve be en w i d esP re a d  
sin ce th e mo d e rn UPsu r�e o f  U FO re Po rts 
be� an in 1947 . 

P e rh a P s  th e m a in O P P o s in� v i ewP o int to this 
a c ce Ptan c e  h as be en that th e d r i v e r, in 
P an i c, stalle d o r  alte re d th e P e rf o rman c e  
o f  th e v e h icle . 

Ve rY l ittle rese a rch a P P e a rs to h ave been 
c a r r i e d  o ut into th e subj e ct until th e 
m i d  1960s, w ith ve h i cle inte rf e ren ce re­
p o rts be in� sc atte re d h e re an d th e re ,  
amon�st o th e r  tY P e s  o f  close en co unte rs, in 
bo o k s, ma� azines an d f ilin� sYstems . 

One o f  th e f i rst comP ilati ons o f  d ata is to 
be f o un d  in "Th e  U FO Evi d e n c e "  wh ich was 
P ublishe d bY N I CAP in 1964 an d wh i ch bro�t 

to�eth e r 106 r e P o rts, in cl u d in� 45 in wh i ch 
moto r vehi cles we re sa i d  to h ave stalle d .  

Two Y e a rs late r c ame a challen� e to th e 
I on� held bel i e f in ele ct roma�neti c f i elds 
be in� th e ca use of VIE e vents . Val l e e & 
Va l le e  in 1966, when d i s c u s s in� se con d a rY 
e f f e cts C tra ces, V I E  c ases, etc . ), w ro te: 

" . • •  the hypotheses put forward by 
UFO students are quite inadequate 
to explain these effects in terms 
of the UFO 'technology' they assume. 
Michel, for instance, has summed up 
his discussion of the secondary ef­
fects by saying that all these ef­
fects can be explained by the pro­
duction of a suitable magnetic field 
{5}. This is obviously insufficient, 
particularly when the claim is extend­
ed to 'the production of induced cur­
rents in the human body without touch­
ing it". {1} 

AP P a rentlY un h a P P Y  w ith the ele ct roma�net i c  
tEMl f i eld i d e a, th e Val le es called fo r a 
�lobal st u d y  o f  al I inte r f e ren c e  cases an d 
ex p e r imental investi�ation into th e c a use 
o f  th e e f fe cts. 

Also th at y e a r, a mo re P r e c ise su��estion 
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for t he nat ure of t he EM effect was Put for­
ward. In her 1966 work, "F IYin� Saucers, 
t he St art lin� Evidence of an Invasion from 
Out er SPace", Coral Lorenzen discussed t he 
195 7 Fort It aiPU case, invest i� at ed bY D r  
0. Font es. Lat er, in a PaPer t it led "UFO 

WeaPons - Comment s on Technical AsPect s In­

volved", Font es wrot e: 

"The evidence at hand indicates 
that UFOs possess means of creating 
in the ignition systems of automobile 
and aircraft internal combusion en­
gines secondary currents powerful · 
enough to destroy the synchronization 
of spark-plug action and thus stall 
the engine; ... these 'electric effects' 
are not merely side effects of the 
powerful electromagnetic fields that 
exist around UFOs, but the result 
of purposeful interference of a 
weapon used as a means of defence 
or attack---Existing evidence sug� 
gests that such a weapon is not an 
alternating magnetic field in itself, 
but a high frequency, long range 
electromagnetic beam of some sort, 
i.e. a radio-electric wave concentrat­
ed into a narrow powerful beam. After 
a careful analysis of the data I came 
to the conclusion that this weapon 
might be a microwave ionizer . . . " {2} 

In short , Font es ProPosed t he cause of a 
VIE event was in fact a weaPon � enerat in� 
microwaves, which ionised t he air, causin� 
a short bet ween t he t erm inals of a bat t ery, 

t hus brin� in� on t he effect s. 

Older ideas were, however, st il I verY much 
alive and kickin� , as evidenced in 1967 bY 

Ot t o  Binder in "What We Real Jy Know About 
F IYin� Saucers", when he wrot e a chaPt er 
headed "E i ect roma� net ic WizardrY"· Recount ­

in� t he Oct ober 26, 195 8, Loch Raven D am 
incident , he comment ed: 

"This is one example of another pat­
tern displayed by the UFOs - the 
widely reported phenomena of electro­
magnetic effects when a flying saucer 
is nearby. Some sort of field of 
energy, probably related to the ship's 
propulsion, seems to surround UFOs 
with effects that are various and 
startling: killing car motors • . .  "{]} 

A new su�� est ion for t he cause of VIE �ent s 
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was Put forward in �968 bY PhiliP J. Klass. 

In a � eneral overview of t he UFO Phenomena, 
Klass ProPosed t hat nat ural at mosPheric 
Plasma was t he c ause of a mult it ude of UFO 
event s. At one st a� e he st at ed: 

" . . •  because a plasma contains a cloud 
of electrified particles, there is no 
doubt that if an auto battery were 
enveloped by such a plasma the battery 
could be short circuited". {4} 

However, t his exPlanat ion was chal len� ed bY 

D r  James E. McD onald who Point ed out t hat 
Klass' su�� est ion about how Plasma ions could 

� et inside t he bonnet of a car bY "mirror­
ima� es" was t ot al IY in correct . The idea was 

easilY dismissed accordin� t o  McD onald. <5 > 

The st udy of UFOs, undert aken bY t he u nivers­
it Y of Colorado, has received a t remendous 

amount of crit icism since t he release of 
t hat universit y' s rePort . However, t heY did 

come U P  wit h a waY t o  im Prove t he qualit Y of 
vehicle int erference research in 1968. ChaP­

t er 4, of sect ion 3, of t he rePort , was writ ­
t en bY RoY Crai� ' an associat e Professor and 
co-ordinat or of PhYsical sciences at t he 
universit y, and t it led "Indirect PhYsical 
Evidence". Whilst comment in� on t he fact 
t hat some UFOs rePort edlY st oPPed cars and 

ot hers did not , he added: 

" • • . strange animal reactions, and 
even interference with telephone op­
eration, have been claimed in cases 
in which the UFO was later identified 
as a bird or a plastic balloon". {6} 

D iscussion ensued on t est 1n� an hYPot hesis 
t hat mot ors are st oPPed, or int erfered wit h, 

bY ma� net ic fields associat ed wit h UFOs. 
ExPeriment s were conduct ed and result s show­
ed t hat an i� nit ion coil in a st eel cont ainer 
would cont inue t o  oPerat e in ma� net ic fields 

of less t han 20 K� . CouPled wit h t he Pro­
t ect ion of t he bonnet and bodY of a car, far 
hi� her fields would be needed t o  st al I an 
en� ine. 

Furt her exPeriment al work included examinin� 
t he ma� net ic si� nat ure of a vehicle which, 
t he driver claimed, had been near a UFO. The 
t est showed no chan� e, when comPared wit h a 
cont rol vehicle, imP IYin� t hat t he t est ed 
vehicle had not been exPosed t o  a hi� h int en­

sit Y ma� net ic field. 
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Me anwh ile , C o ral an d Jim L o r enzen we re P O S­
in� q u e stions: 

"There is considerable dispute about 
just what causes these mechanical 
failures of vehicles because we 
actually know so very little about 
UFOs themselves. But, on the other 
hand, we do know, in the context of 
Earth technology, that a rapidly 
varying magnetic field can create 
secondary currents powerful enough 
to disrupt the synchronization of 
the sparking action. Could this 
result from the power, so to speak, 
used by UFOs"? {7} 

Late r th e Y  a d d e d: 

"Whatever the UFOs use to stall 
engines, it is not effective when 
used on diesels or steam engines 
{there have been several incidents 
of UFOs 'buzzing' trains}. It does 
not seem that the U FOs involved in 
these EM cases are using a defensive 
system, for they invariably make 
their approach at their own dis­
cretion, and therefore are not 
defending themselves against any­
thing. Nor is there any indication 
that the device used to stall cars 
... is a purely accidental by-product 
of the propulsion system of the UFO 
... There is one possible answer if 
the UFOs are real machines. The 
occupants may desire to disable 
the subject of their scrutiny in 
order to make a leisurely study ... " {7} 

Rese a r ch th en se eme d.  to ta k e  a ba c k  se at 
betw e en 1969 an d 1976 . I t  was not until 
th e latte r Y e a r  th a t  James McCamPbel I 
P re sente d some new i d e as .  I n  th e bo o k  
" U FO io �y" , wh ile d iscussin� ele ct ri cal in­
te r f e ren ce , h e  states: 

"The implication is clear: the mech­
anism of UFO interference is some­
thing other than low frequency, 
electromagnetic radiation". { 8} 

Elabo ratin� on th is ' w ith inte rnal combus­
tion en� in e s , McC amp bel I c on clu d e s  th at: 

"The only way to stop a running 
engine, therefore, is to disrupt 
the electrical system. Thus the 

influence of UFOs upon automobiles 
is most assuredly electrical or 
electromagnetic in nature ... " 

Gain� on to d iscuss the C on don committe e ' s 
inve sti�ation h e  notes: 

"Instead of focusing exclusively 
upon strong magnetic fields, the 
investigation should have encompas­
sed fluctuating electromagnetic 
fields that could have effects upon 
engines, radios and headlamps with­
out altering the magnetic signature 
of the car body. This approach was 
suggested by David R. Saunders who 
held a key position on the project. 
High frequency electromagnetic radia­
tion is an excellent candidate for 
the cause of UFO interference with 
cars". { 8} 

McCamPbel I also P re sente d a P a P e r  at th e 
1976 CU FO S  c on f e ren c e  un d e r  th e title , 
"UFO I nte r f e ren c e  w ith A utomobile Ele ct ri c al 
Systems , P a rt 1, H e a d  I i�hts" < 9 >. I n  th e 
P aP e r  McCamPbel I note d th at , d u rin� th e 
1954 F re n ch and th e 1957 Level land e P iso d e s , 
th e U FO was re P o rte d to be in f ront o f  th e 
ve h i cle . Th is le d h im to P ro Po se th at th e 
h e a dlamP re f le cto r was P e rh a Ps a ctin� as a 
r e c e ivin� d ish f o r  m i c row ave ene r�Y. Th is 
i d e a  was f u rth e r  e x P an d e d on at th e 1977 
MUFON sYmP o s i um an d d o cumente d in th e P ro ­
c e e d in�s o f  th at meetin�. <10> T h e  P aP e r  
h e re ex Plo re d th e P ossibilitY o f  ragi ation 
f rom a U FO in f ront o f  th e ve h i cle c a u sin� 
en� ine f a ilu re .  Ve r i f i cation o f  th e f a ct 
th a t  ve h i cle f a ilu res h av e  a d i re ction 
sensitivitY fol I owe d f rom a su rve Y  bY Ma r k  
Ro d e�h i e r ,  o f  CUFOS , wh o sh owe d th at th e 
tY P i cal e vent , in 357 c ase s ,  involve d a 
U FO d e scen d in� in f ront o f  th e ve h i cle . 

"Another case, in short, totally 
worthless from the point of view of 
scientific inquiry. Again, a single 
witness {suspect at that} sighting 
and no confirmatory evidence what­
ever". {11} 

Th is is h ow Don ald Menzel and E rnest T r ave s ,  
i n  �977, d ismisse d c ase �2 o f  th e Con d on re­
p o rt .  The c ase was one in wh i ch a la d Y  re­
P o rte d obse rvin� a lumin o us obj e ct wh i ch 
f ollow e d  h e r  c a r ,  ca usin� me c h an i cal and 
ele ct r i c al fun ctions imP a irment . Th e i r  c on­
clusion was base d on the f a ct th at th e la dY 
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was a "rePeater", the account had discreP­
ancies, and that the examination of the 

vehicle, bY the manufacturer, disclosed all 
malfunctions <excePt a broken radio antenna> 

were the results of wear and tear. 

Later, Menzel and Taves demolished Condon 

case 17, which involved a Youth who rePort­
ed a lar�e �lowin� obJect which affected his 
car. TheY stated: 

"Here we have yet another case of a 
single observer report with no sup­
porting evidence. The magnetization 
pattern of the automobile was checked 
and found to be normal. The engine 
was found to be badly out of tune, 
but no physical evidence could be 
found that was related to the sight- · 
ing". {11} 

Case 39, likewise, fell to their combined 

talents and it would seem, from their treat­

ment of these three cases, that theY had 
little time for sin�le witness rePorts. 

Followin� the lead of investi�ators and re-· 
searchers such as McCamPbel 1, 1979 brou�ht 

the be�innin� of serious research and the 

�atherin� of basic data on our toPic of in­

terest. 

The British UFO Research Association, in 
the UK, Published a 102 Pa�e rePort <12> 
Presentin� summaries of 424 vehicle <motor, 
aircraft and boats> events. Besides the 
release of this essential catalo�ue, came 
an indePth examination of two 1968 UK cases. 

One involved a man drivin� a car when a 
smal I �olden obJect, movin� at hi�h sPeed 
and visible for onlY two seconds, Passed 
bY. The car's headli�hts failed, the radio 

fel I silent, the en�ine stoPPed and the 
vehicle came to a halt. After the obJect 
had �one, the headli�hts relit and the man 
was able to restart the motor. However, 
the radio remained inoPerative. Fortunately, 
the radio was examined and an analYsis Pre­

Pared and �iven in the rePort. BY comPari­

son, there was recounted an incident in 
which three seParate vehicles rePortedlY 
exPerienced a simultaneous electrical 
sYstems breakdown. The rePorted effects 
included: 

Car � - no current across the batterY 
terminals, ston� cold radiator, speedo 

Jammed on 30 mph, interior thermometer show-
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in� zero, car clock stoPPed. 

Car 2 - car-mounted comPass sPinnin� wild­

l y, stoPPed clock, zero batterY current. 

Car 3 - no batterY current, stoPPed clock. 

To toP it al I .off, car 1's keY woudn't 
open the boot! Half an hour later their 

li�hts came back on, the drivers could start 
their en�ines and Proceed. The most imPort­
ant Point to note here is that at no sta�e 
was a UFO seen. 

BUFORA also attemPted a few statistical ex­

tractions related to Percenta�e of en�ine 

mal fuctions, I i�hts, humanoids, and PhYsio-
1 o � i c a I e f f e c t s • Fin a I I Y , a d is cuss ion bY 

a ProJect team was �iven. TheY exPlored 
"en�ine malfunctions", "failure of li�hts" 
and "mechanical trouble". Their su��ested 
recommendations for the future inc I uded: 

*ExPand ana I ysis of the most interest in� 

cases. 

*Look for cases earlier than Au�ust 28, 
1945 <aircraft>. 

*ExPeriment to trY and reproduce effects. 

*Use a questionnaire to �ather basic 
facts. 

JennY Randles and Peter Warrin�ton in their 

book, "UFOs: a British Viewpoint", after 
discussin� an examPle of� VIE event, wrote: 

"We can of course postulate some 
kind of electro-magnetic field -
but it is of interest to note that 
examinations of vehicles involved 
in cases such as these do not usual­
ly reveal the tell tale signs of being 
subject to a field strength which 
would be capable of causing the igni­
tion to fail . • .  Are we therefore to 
believe that this whole thing is 
again subjective? Could it be that 
the car is stopped by relatively 
normal means. In other words the 
UFO experience creates a particular 
atmosphere around the witnesses which 
causes them to stop the car - although 
they quite possibly are not aware of 
doing.so nor of making futile attempts 
to re-start it". {13} 
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T h e Y  � o  on la t e r  t o  saY: 

"Whatever causes the UFO event in 
some way causes the electromagnetic 
effects". 

Th en, t h eY P o int o u t  t h a t  n o t  al I clo se en­
c o un t e rs w i t h  v e h i cles result in e f f e c t s  -
wh Y ?  Th e i r  su�� e st i o n  was t o  P e rh a Ps lo ok 
t ow a rds t h e  emo t ional st a t e  o f  one o f  t h e  
p e r c i P i en t s .  Lat e r, t h e Y  re co unt e d  P ro ­
f esso r Jo hn TaYio r ' s  an alYs is o f  a P P a rent 
P a raPsY c h o lo � i c a l  e f f e ct s  an d s u��e st t h at 
P e rh aPs t h e  w i tnesses c re a t e  t h e  e f f eLts 
t h emselve s .  Qu i t e  a d i f f e rent a P P ro ach 
t o  t h e  e a rlY d aYs o f  m e t al lie d iscs be am­
in� v e h i cles t o  a h alt . 

I n  an e n t rY in t h e  19 80 "En c Y clo P e d i a  o f  
U FO s" < 14 >, S t ant on T .  Fr i e dman, un d e r  t h e  
h e a d in� o f  "Eie c t roma�ne t i c  E f f e c t s  o f  
U FO s", i n  s ummin� U P  wh Y all U FO s  d o  n o t  
man i f e st EM e f f e c t s, s u��est e d  se v e ral 
p o ssible f a c t o rs: 

*E f f e c t s  maY d e P en d  on d i st an c e . 

*O c cu P an t s  o f  U FO s  m i� h t  be t e st in� 
d e v i c es c a P able o f  a f f e c t in� ve h i cles . 

*On e  mi�h t ne e d  a c e rt a in t y p e  o f  obj e c t  
in a c e rt a in P ro x imi t Y  t o  a ce rt a in 
t Y P e  o f  U FO .  

H e  also st a t e d a n e e d  f o r � re a t e r  d a t a  col­
le c t ion and a t t emP t s  a t  d u Pl i c a t ion o f  e f­
f e c t s  in labo rat o r i e s .  

1981 saw t h e  P u bl i c a t i o n  o f  a j o int c a t a­
lo� u e  an d an alYsis bY Ma rk Ro d e �h i e r  wh i ch ,  
t o d a t e ,  h as be e n  t h e  be st o v e ral I cont ribu­
t ion t o  t h e  s ubj e c t  un de r st u dy .  I n  h is 
int ro d u c t o rY rema rks h e  st a t e d, as h a v e  
s o  m anY b e f o re h im: 

"However, I soon discovered that 
the data that has been collected 
about the vehicles involved has 
been, to put it charitably, some­
what skimpy for all but a few well 
documented cases". {15} 

Ro d e�h i e r  P resent e d  a c a t alo � u e  o f  44� 
e v en ts wh i ch involv e d lan d v e h i cle s, to�e­
t h e r w i t h  so u r c e s, be f o re P ro ce e d in� to 
lo o k  a t  the d at a .  Th o ro u�h analYses of a 
v a ri e t Y  o f  P a r am e t e rs - d a t e, t ime, d u ration, 
size, w it n e sses, e t c . - a re � iv en .  Finally, 

h e  loo k e d  a t  P at t e rns analYsis . Th i rt Y  
f i v e  se P a ra t e, st at ist i c al I Y  si�n i f i c ant ,  
co r relat ions we re f o un d ,  wit h clust e rs o f  
int e rest in� f a c t o rs, e . � .  t h e  P re sen ce o f  
a li� h t  be am, con t rol o f  a v e h i cle, a P h Ysi­
o lo� i c al e f f e c t,  an d th e ch asin� of a 
v e h i cle .  I n  summa ris in� h is t h o u� h t s  abo u t  
t h e  clust e rs, Ro d e �h i e r  c o mmen t e d :  

"(1) It is unlikely that a natural 
phenomena would suddenly begin oc­
curring with some frequency after 
1953, when many vehicles had been 
on the road for dozens of years be­
fore that date. 
(2) A natural phenomena would probably 

not occur preferentially in unpopulat­
ed areas. 
(3) There is no ready explanation 

for the avoidance of the daylight 
hours by EM events . . •  

(4) No relationship was demonstrated 
between severity of EM effects and 
the distance to the U FO, unexpected 
for natural phenomena. 
(5) The presence of humanoids in 
several events is an obvious dif­
ficulty. 
(6) While a spinning plasma might 
appear metallic to an individual 
under certain lighting conditions, 
it is unlikely that so many witnes­
ses have been unable to determine 
the true appearance of the phenom­
ena". {15} 

He conclu d e d: 

"These considerations, in conjunction 
with the existence of two strongly 
correlated groups of characteristics, 
argue powerfully against the hypothesis 
that all EM events are due to unknown 
natural phenomena". {15} 

1981 se eme d to be t h e  Y e a r  commen c in� a mo re 
ri� o r o u s  e x aminat ion of t h e  a v a ilable d a t a .  
Donald A .  Jo hnson P resent e d  a P a P e r  t o  t h e  
se cond C U FO S  c on f e rence, h eld in Ch i c�o, in 
S e P t embe r o f  t h a t  Y e a r .  He ch ose 78 cases 
wh i ch P ro v i d e d  d e t a ils of size, d ist an ce 
an d d u ra t i on an d ana lYse d them . S e ven 
clu st e rs o f  in f o rma t ion we re f o un d: 

"The incomplete ignition interfer­
ence cases were found predominantly 
in two clusters; both representing 
encounters with small objects of 
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brief duration. One cluster in 

which all encounters resulted in 
stalled vehicles indentified cases 
of high strangeness {occupant and 
contact reports". {16} 

The most recent studY to come to mY atten­
tion is a currentlY unPublished one <1984> 

conducted bY Patricia McMahon <17> of the 

u.s.A. who looked for Patterns in VIE events. 

She reiterates a cal I for better data 
�atherin�. 

From our review we can see that there have 
been a multitude of exPlanations put for­

ward to exPlain VIE events. A Partial 

listin� mi�ht read as follows: 

1. Hoax 
2. Witness Panics 
3. PsYcholo�ical 
4. Internal stimuli not Yet understood 

<ParaPsYcholo�ical> 

s. External stimuli - natural 
6. External stimuli- the UFO Phenomena 

However, and most imPortantlY in mY oPinion. 
as Pointed out bY the Val lees <1966), 

BUFORA <1979), Friedman <1980), Rode�hier 

<1981> and McMahon <1982>, the vital thin� 
we still lack is hard data. RelativelY 
few cases detail exactlY what the witnes­
ses did to the vehicle <e.�. did theY 
brake, declutch etc.>, what the exact ef­
fects were <e.�. did the oil and i�nition 

li�hts come on when it stalled>, exa(tiY 
how did the event end Cc��- how did the 
en�ine restart>. 

It aPPears to me that, althou�h Pioneerin� 
efforts have been made to �ather some data, 
we have insufficient �ood hard data to 
hand to reallY evaluate much more than has 
been achieved so far. The remedY to this 
is threefold. Firstly, a call to al I in­
vesti�ators to comb their files for Past 
VIE cases and ensure theY are Published. 
Secondly, for al I future events to be care­

ful IY investi�ated, documented, and Pub­
lished in ful I. Thirdly, there is a cry­

in� need for someone, or a �rouP of PeOPle, 

to start lookin� indePth at these cases. 
TheY rePresent a sub-�roup of rePorts from 
which we should be able to retrieve a vast 

amount of material. If there are anY tak­

ers for initiatin� such a studY �roup, 

either within an or�anisation or just as 
a loose network of researchers, this author 
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would be interested in joinin� in. 
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Au1tralian 

''Interrupted Journey1" 
BY BILL CHALKER 

Abori gi nal Wandjina fi gures 

Interacti ons with the UFO phenomenon have 

occurred at many level s .  The most compel ­

ling for sci ence are those that are readi l y  

amenabl e to traditional sci entifi c method . 

The area of physi cal evidence and traces 

are one case in point (1) , however , other 

types of accounts s eem to be opening up 

new vistas. One such area of enqui ry i s  

where the percipi ent o f  the UFO experi ence 

does not have a total recall of events . 

The oversea experi ence has noted thi s  l oss 

of total recall, or memory los� in several 

types of UFO events . These have been main­

ly in the contact and so-cal l ed abduction 

genre. Thei r val i dity has been a s ubj ect 

of consi derabl e debate , but thi s is a theme 

I wi l l  return to l ater. 

Until recentl y it has been noted that, upon 

first inspection , " we appear to have a corn-

14 

pl ete absence of time loss 'abducti on' con­

tact cases . Keith Basterfi el d ,  mysel f, and 

others have demonstrated that A ustral ia das 

have a consi derable body of entity accounts , 

and yet none of them demonstrati vel y show 

'contact' aspects. It can be shown that 

Austral i a  has a large body of evi dential 

cases of the peripheral 'contact' type . Here 

I am referring to the si tuation where a wit­

ness encounters a UFO , an entity or some 

kindred mani festation , and then some manner 

of interaction takes place , ei ther in an ob­

jecti ve or subjecti ve way " .  (2) ( 3) 

I indi cated onl y  two years ago that: "Whil e  

we lack contemporary cases which demonstra­

ti vely show, among other things , the el e­

ments of abduction , contact and time laps e ,  

Austral i a ,  unbeknown to most researchers, 

enjoye d a ri ch i ndigenous tradition of simi­

lar accounts . Here I refer primari l y  to the 

tribal ini tiati on accounts of abori ginal 

medi cine men - men of 'hi gh degree' as A . P. 

Elkin aptl y puts it.* These aboriginal 

'shaman' have a powerful and consistent tra-

dition of ritual i sti c initi ation , the el e­

ments of which bare amazing simi l ari ties to 

many modern day UFO abduction and contact 

accounts. ( 4) 

" Thus, whi l e  a hi dden body of data on the 

contact , abducti on , and time-l apse vari ety 

may exist in A ustrali a  today , we real l y  only 

have a few cases whi ch , in certain aspects , 

refl ect these factors as wel l  as a remarkable 

*It is with much sadness that I note the pas­
sing of Professor Elkin in 1979. While he 
is no longer with us, his extraordinary work 
on indigenous folklore and Australian aborig­
inal culture will, no doubt, be timeless. 
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aboriginal tradition of such cases. The 

latter, because of their mystical, shaman­

istic, framework, really allude definitive 

correlations with the contemporary UFO con­

tact tradition". (5) 

In a manner, often disconcertingly charac­

teristic of the UFO subject, our enquiri.es 

exhumed a number of antipodean cases of the 

"interrupted journey" genre. By way of an 

interesting synchronicity, the first of 

these (1971 - Gladstone) came to my notice 

at the time I was highlighting the apparent 

absence of such cases (6) and,early in 1978, 
I was caught up in an extended, and on-going, 

investigation of another (1978 - Bakers 

Creek Falls) . Since then a small, but fas­

cinating,body of "interrupted journeys" has 

surfaced. The presence of such stimuli as 

the film "Close Encounters of the Third 

Kind", and the burgeoning literature on the 

theme, cannot be clearly viewed as a cause 

of the appearance of these cases. Two of 

the cases to be presented occurred before 

the publicity that accompanied the advent 

of "CE3K". What follows is a sampling of 

the "interrupted journeys" that have appear­

ed. Part I will describe these cases and 

Part II will try and make some sense out of 

themo 

PART I: 

AUSTRALIAN "INTERRUPTED JOURNEYS" 

CASE ONE: GLADSTONE-ROCKHAMPTON, 
QUEENSLAND, 1971. {7} 

A f te r f in d i n� o ut abo ut this case in 1977 
< I  a n d  o the rs h a d  he a rd manY rumours o f  a 
"te le P o rtati on" o r  "H il I �  tY P e  case in the 
Gla dston e  a re a  f o r  a numbe r o f  Y e a rs P re ­
v i o us t o  this > ,  two Y e a rs o f  in vesti� at ion 
to o k  mY e n qu i r i e s  f rom Que enslan d to West­
e rn  Aust rali a , then as f a r  a f i el d  as F inl� 
an d Swe d en, to f inal I Y  return to Que enslan d .  
I f in al I Y  m ana� e d  to c atch U P  with the o ri­
� inal w itn e s s e s  and I am c on f i d ent that 
what f ollows is an a ccu rate re P resentation 
of what ha P P en e d :  

O n  the n i�ht o f  Au�ust 1, 1971, a Finn ish 
co uPle , B en an d H elen K* were returning 
home after visiting friends. The couple 

*Names and address on file (not for publi­

cation) 

le f t  Gla dsto ne soon a fte r 11 . 35 p . m .  H a v in� 
f ound no Petrol stations o pen, the Y we re 
v e rY low on fue l but d e cid e d  to risk the 
t riP to RockhamPton, ho P in� to f in d  an o p en 
P etrol station in one of the smal I centres 
on the way , be f o re the i r  tan k ran d rY .  

The ni�ht w as f o �� Y  an d da rk .  BY midn i�ht 
the Y had a r r i v e d  at C al lio P e  R i v e r .  A f te r 
P assin� o v e r  the b r i d�e, an d be� inn in� to 
tra v el alon� the st ra i�ht stretch o f  ro a d  
that f o l  t ow e d , the y be came aw a re o f  se e in� 
a Caltex station on the le ft si d e  o f  the 
ro a d, no rth o f  Mount La rcom , some 20 m iles 
be Yond the C al lio P e  R i v e r b r i dee ! The sta­
tion was clo s e d but , a fte r d rivine some 50 
Y a rds P ast it, Ben K be came awa re that he 
could s e e  " a  � re en li�ht at the le v e l  o f  
the t re eto Ps" in the r e a r v i ew mi r ro r .  H is 
w i f e  conf irme d the P resence o f  two � r e en 
li�hts . 

Then, Ben K sa i d: "Sud d enlY we ha d a f e elin� 
that we had be en d r iv in� stra ieht f o rw a rd all 
the t ime . The ro a d  se eme d  st r a i�ht, f o��y, 
and surroun d e d  bY t r e e s  C in t his a re a  the 
ro a ds a re u sual I Y  w ind ine > . An d we ha d a 
f e elin� that w e  we re re P e atin� the same won5 
o ve r  and o ve r a�a in . We th o ueht we should 
have be en a r rivin� at Mo unt La rcom" . 

Sud d enly , the couple saw a li�ht to the i r  
l e f t  and , abo v e  them, a c i rcle o f  li�hts , 
s im ila r to the li�hts on a me rry-�o- roun d  o r  
c a ro usel . The next thine the Y  saw was the 
Po rt Alma ro a d  sien , s ome 40 miles no rth. o f  
C alli o P e  R i ve r .  Inme d i a te J y, a fte r this ob­
se rv ation, the c o uPle f o un d  themselv es at a 
ra ilro a d  c ro ssin� o uts i d e  RockhamPton , abo ut 
20 miles f rom Mount Mo r�an . 

Ben K in d icate d :  "We w on d e re d  how we ha d 
man a� e d  to �et so f a r  an d whY we ha d not seen 
anY vil la�es on th e w a Y . We sho uld have �en 
at le ast f ou r  of them . We f elt that some ­
thine st ran�e ha d haP P ene d t o  us . W e  we re 
a f ra i d . I to o k  a r i f le o ut o f  the t run k  and 
lo a d e d  it . We d ro ve to RockhamPton w ith the 
ri fle on my kne e s .  O u r  doe , C an d y ,  who usu­
al I Y  sle e P s  on the back se at, was a f ra i d  and 
wante d to c ome to the f ront se at" . 

I n  the m i d d le o f  Ro ck hamPton, the couPle 
f oun d an o P en P et rol station . I t  was the re 
that the biza r re n atu re o f  the t r iP r e al I Y  
st ruc k home . The Y we re sho ck e d  to f in d  that 
the t ime was onlY 15 minutes P ast mi dni�ht !  
OnlY 40 min ute s ha d P asse d  s in c e  theY ha d 
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l e f t  G l a d s t on e . At t h e  a v e ra�e s P e e d , t h e  
co u P l e  e s t im a t e d  t h eY we re d riv in� a t ,  s ome 
35 to 40 m P h t t h e  t ri P  t im e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e en 
in e x c e s s  o f  an h o u r, P ro b a b l Y  c l o s e r  t o  
two h o u rs .  I t  s e em e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u P l e  c o v e r­
e d  t h e  d is t an ce in a l mo s t  h a l f  t h e  re q u i re d  
t ime and, on t o P  o f  t h a t ,  h a d  no cons c i o u s  
re co l l e ct ion o f  P as s in� t h ro u�h anY v i l l a�� . 

Th e Y  on l Y  rememb e re d  t h e  C a l t e x  s t a t ion an d 
t h e  Po rt A l ma ro a d  s i�n . 

Th e s e r v i ce s t a t ion a t t en d an t in Ro c k h amPton 
b e c ame v e rY int e re s t e d  a t  t h a t . T h en . P e c u ­
l i a r  t h in�s we re d is co ve re d  o n  t h e  c a r .  T h e  
c o u �e ' s  c a r < 19 71 Va l i ant s ed an >  w a s  co v e re d  
w i t h a v e rY t h in f i l m  o f  o d o u r l e s s  o i l . T h e  
a t t en d ant c o u l d  n o t  i d ent i f Y  it  b ut s u�� es t ­
e d  i t  wo u l d b e  u s e d  o n  " v e rY f ine mach in e ry 
un known t o  h im" . I n  t h e  co rne rs o f  t h e  o i l 
c o v e re d  b o nn e t ,  f o u r round ma r k s ,  two in 
e a c h  re a r  c o rne r, we re no t i ce d .  A I  I w e re 
i d en t i c a l ,  b e in� one e i�h t h  o f  an inch w i d e  
an d n ine in c h e s  i n  d i ame t e r .  I n  t h e  m i d d l e  
o f  e a ch c i rc l e  t h e re was a s P o t  - a one 
in ch s o l i d c i r c l e . O i l  t ra ce s  ran in two 
s t r i P e s  f rom t h e  c i r c l e s t ow a rds the no s e  
o f  t h e ca r .  A d e fe ct i n  t h e  d u co ,  d e s c riboo 
as b e in� b u rn t ,  was f o un d  on t h e  r i� h t - h an d­
s i d e  f ront o f  t h e  b onne t  < w i t h  r e s P e c t  t o  
v i ew in� s it e  f rom in f ront o f  t h e  c a r > ,  
ab o v e  t h e  h e a d l i�h t < l e f t  h e a d l i�h t w i t h  
res P e ct t o  d ri v e r > . 

T h e  mY s t e rY de e P en e d  as t h e  n umb e r  o f  P e o P le 
� a t h e rin� a ro und t h e  ca r, in c u r io s i t y ,  
� rew . B e n  K s a i d ,  " a f t e r a wh i l e  ano t h e r  
d r iv e r  came t o  t h e  s t at ion . H e  s a i d  h e  h ad 
P a s s e d  us b e fo re t h e  C a l l io P e  R iv e r .  H e  
co u l dn ' t und e rs t an d  h ow w e  co u l d  h av e  a r­
r i v e d  a t  Ro c kh amP t on b e f o re h im .  

" F in a l J y , w e  went t o  t h e  P o l i c e  s t a t ion an d 
t o l d  o u r  s t o rY .  B ut th e y o un� o f f i ce r s ai d  
< a f t e r e x amin in� t h e  o i l an d m a rks on t h e  
b onne t > : ' A l l  I c an s ay i s  t h at I h a v e  o f ­
t en f a l l en as l e e P  a t  t h e  s t e e rin� w h e e l an d 
wo k en U P  a f t e r a 200- 300 m i l e ' " ·  B ew a re o f  
s o mn amb u l is t i c P o l i c e  o f f i c e rs in t h e  R o c k­
h amPt on a re a ! 

Th e co u P l e  w ant e d  t o  cont a c t  t h e  l o c a l new� 
P aP e r  b u t ,  at th at h o u r, it w a s  c l o s e d . 
T h e Y  d ro v e  a ro un d  Ro c k h amP t o n  f o r a wh i l e , 
w i t h  t h e i r  ca r d raw in� s t a re s  wh en e v e r  t h e Y  
s t o P P e d .  

I n  an e f f o rt t o  re conc i l e, in t h e i r  own 
min d s ,  wh a t  h a P P en e d ,  B en K s t a t e s : "S l ow l Y  
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it d awne d  on u s  wh at h a P P ene d .  As we we re 
so con c e rne d ab o u t  t h e  p et ro l s t a t i on, U FO s  
l i f t e d  u s  f rom C a t l io P e  Riv e r, P as t  Mo unt 
La rcom, to t h e  C a l t e x  S e rv i c e  S t a t ion, an d ,  
f rom t h e re ,  d u r in� a s e c on d  l i f t , v i a  Po rt 
A l ma J un c t ion, to t h e  ra i l w aY c ro s s in� a 
co u P l e  o f  m i l e s f rom R o c k h am P t on .  < Th a t  is 
an e x ce l l ent s o l u t ion t o  a P e t ro l c r is is > .  

"We cont in u e d  o u r  t ri P  a ro un d  3 o • c l o c k  and 
h a d  300 mi l e s o f  f o��Y d r iv in� a h e a d  of u s . 
We we re w is h in� t h a t UFO s wo u l d  c ome an d 
h e l P  us a�a in, b ut t h a t  d i d n ' t e v e nt ua te . 

"Du r in� th e f o l l ow in� d a Y  we d i d ins P e ct 
o u r  c a r  mo re c a r e f u l  J y  an d t h o u� h t  t h at 
t h e  P a in t  wo rk h a d  b u rne d, l i f t in� o f f  in 
f l a k e s . Th is wasn ' t  t h e  c a s e ; as t h e  o i l , 
m ix e d  w i t h d u s t ,  h a d  s t a rt e d  t o  d rY u p, it  
P ro d u c e d  t h i s f l a k i� . We t ri e d  and f o un d  
o u t  t h e  m i x t u re o f  ' o i l  an d d us t ' was wat e r  
s o l u b l e • • •  " 

The e x P e r i ence on t h e ni�h t o f  A u� us t 1-2 , 
197 1 ,  ch an�e d t h e  co u p l e ' s l i v e s  t o  a d e� ree. 
Th e Y  s ub s e q u ent l Y  s aw a n umb e r  o f  U FO s  and 
H e l en K h a d  s e v e ra l P o s s ib l Y  re l a t e d  e x P e r i­
ences o f  t e l e P a t h Y  < one in re l a t ion t o  a 
U FO e v ent C S > >  an d P re co�nit ion.  

An ana l Ys i s was done on t he "b u rn t" sPot on 
t h e  b onn e t  bY Finn ish UFO re s e a r c h e rs an d it  
was con c l u d e d  that the s i te c ame in con t a c t  
w i t h  e x t reme h e at . H Y Pno t i c  re� re s s ion was 
a l s o a t t emP t e d  on t h e  co u P l e , h owe v e r, no­
t h in� f u rt h e r  was e l i c it e d .  E a ch t ime in­
d u c t ion was a t t emp t e d ,  an d re ca l l o f  t h a t  
e v enine was a t t emP t e d, th eY w o u l d b e� in t o  
s h a k e v i o l e nt l Y .  Th e h Y Pno t is t  � av e  U P  t h e  
a t t emP t . C 9 >  

CASE TWO : MOONIE, QUEENSLAND, 1977 . {10} 

Th e "B a l onne Be a con" news P a P e r of St G e o r�e, 
Qu e ens l an d ,  d es c rib e d  t h e  f o l l owin� o d d  
e v ent s in i t s  Ma r ch 17 , 1977 , e d i t i o n .  Th e 
d e t a i l s  maY b e  e e rmane t o  o u r  enq u i r i e s . T h e  
in c i d ent t o o k  P l a c e  i n  a v e rY is o l a t e d  l oc a te ,  
w i t h  on l Y  s c a t t e re d  h ome s t e a ds : 

"Two t ra v e l l e rs f rom B risb ane re P o rt an un­
n e rv in� ex P e rience wh en t h eY c ame un de r t h e  
a t t ent ion o f  a U FO n e a r Moonie l as t  n i�h t .  
J e nn i f e r H an ds an d M i c h a e l N o onan h a d  P U I l e d 
U P  a b o u t  10 . 30 f o r  an h o u rs s l e e P  a f ew 
mi l e s t h is s i d e  o f  t h e  t own sh i P . J enn i f e r 
wo k e  t o  f in d  th e l ieh t s  o f  t h e i r  v e h i c l e  on 
an d a s k e d  M i c h a e l to sw i t ch t h em o f f .  Ab o u t 
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12 . 30 t h e  l i� h t s  we re on a� a in , b u t t h e  b a t ­
t e rY w a s  f l at .  B o t h  P e o P l e  re P o rt e d  a w e ird 
s ens a t ion : on awa k en in� , t h e Y f e l t  t h e Y  
s h o u l d  n o t  o p en t h e i r  e Y es an d a re conv in �d 
t h e Y  co u l d  n o t  h a ve d one s o  an Yway , as s ome 
f o rce was h o l d in� t h em inmo b i l e . ' Tt�� e weird 
e l e ct r i f Y in� s ens a t ion c an ' t  b e  d e s c r ib e d ' ,  
t h e Y  s a i d .  E v ent u a l l y ,  wh en t h e Y  d i d  O P en 
t h e i r e Y e s , a s t ran�e o b j e c t  w i t h  f l as h i� 
l i�h t s  w a s  h o v e r in� s ome d is t an c e  awa Y . 

Th is ro s e  an d a l s o mo v e d  s i d ewaYs b e f o re 
zo omin� o f f  on t h e  a P P ro a c h  o f  a t ru c k , 
wh i c h  c l u t ch -s t a rt e d  t h e i r  ve h i l ce ,  wh i c h , 
f rom t h e re t o  S t  G e o r� e , ran v e rY e r r a t i c a l ­
l Y . Th e � ene ra t o r  an d l i� h t s  w o u l d  s t o P  

w o rk in� an d t h en come �o o d  a� a in , t h e  t 2mP­
e rat u re � a u� e  wo u l d  r i s e h i�h an d t h en f a l l 
b a c k  t o  co l d . M i c h a e l s a i d  it was h a r d  t o  
c ont ro l a t  t ime s , as t h o u� h  a s i d ew a Y s  
f o r c e  was b e in� e x e rt e d  on i t . Th e re w e re 
a l s o  unex P l a in e d  n o is e s  in t h e  b a c k  C it ' s a 
c o v e r e d  u t e > an d in t h e  P an e l w o rk . On a r­
ri v a l at S t  G e o r� e ' t h e Y  P a rk e d on a s e rvke 
s t at ion f o re c o u rt and J enn i f e r  w ro t e  a l e t ­
t e r  t o  h e r  mo t h e r  t e l I in� o f  t h e  e x P e rience . 
A s  a j o k e , t h e Y  l o o k e d  U P  an d h i�h o v e r­
h e a d  t h e Y  c o u l d  s e e  s e ve ra l U FO s  amon� t h e  
s t a rs .  M i c h a e l s a i d  ne a r  wh e re t h e Y s aw 
t h e  h o v e r in� U FO t h e re w a s  a ve ry a c ri d  
sme l 1 ,  s imi l a r t o  t h at wh en a numb e r  o f  c a r 
b at t e r i e s  a re b e in� c h a r�e d in a con f in e d  
a re a .  T h e Y  a l s o f o un d  a s t ran�e P i e ce o f  
m a t e r i a l un d e r t h e  b onn e t . Th is h as b e en 
� iv en t o  t h e P o l i ce , t o  wh om t h eY h a ve re­
P o rt e d  t h e i r  e x P e r i en c e " .  

A P P a rent l y ,  s e v e r a l l o c a l r e s i d en t s  a l s o 
s aw s t r an�e o b j e c t s  in t h e  s kY s h o rt l Y  b e­
f o re m i dn i�h t .  I t  is P e rh a P s  on l Y  c o in c i­
d ent a l  t h at t h e  t ru ck- d r i v e r ,  wh o ass is t e d  
t h e  Y O Un� C O U P l e  W i t h  a P U S h  s t a rt , a P ­
p a rent l Y  in d i c a t e d  t h at h is t ru ck " d i d  no t 
b e h a v e  a s  w e l I "  a f t e r  t h e  in c i d ent . < 11 >  
I t  i s  o f  int e re s t  t h a t  t h e  S t  Ge o r� e  a re a  
h a s I on� b e en a cent re o f  U FO a c t i v i t Y  and 
c ame in t o  P rom inen ce mo re re cent l Y  w i t h  t h e  
" s h o o t - o u t "  in c i den t . < 12 >  

CASE THREE : BAKERS CREEK FALLS, 
NEW SOUTH WALES, 19 78. {13} 

Th is is t h e  s t ran� e e x P e r i en c e  o f  G a rY P* 
on t h e  O l d  G ra f t on A rm i d a l e  ro a d ,  d u r in� 
J an u a ry , 19 78 , wh i ch I d e t a i l e d in "Au s t ra-

*Name and address on file (not for publica­

tion) . 
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l ian U FO N ews l e t t e r" < 14 > , t h us on l Y  a s um­
ma ry w i l I aP P e a r  h e re :  

D u r in� t h e  e a r l Y h o u rs o f  J an u a rY 10 , 1978 , 
G a rY P ob s e rv e d  two U FO s  ab o u t 10 mi l e s o u t 
o f  G ra f t on , a l on� t h e  O l d  A rmi d a l e  Ro a d .  One 
o f  t h e  o b j e ct s  a P P ro a c h e d  an d s e eme d to be 
s l ow l Y  mo v in� d own t h e  s i d e  of a mo unt a in .  
I t  s e eme d t o  P e rio d i ca l l Y i s s u e  a " s h owe r o f  
s P a rk s " . Th is s i�h t in� aP P a rent l Y  l as t e d  
f o r  a b o u t  20 minu t e s . 

I t  is t h e  int e r im j o u rne y , t h at f o l l ows , 
t h a t  is o f  int e res t  h e re .  G a rY P f o un d  h im­
s e l f , in h is K omb i t  s t o P P e d  on t h e  rq a d ,  a t  
ab o u t  5 a . m .  T o  h i s l e f t , w a s  a n  inc re d ib l Y  
b ri�h t o b j e c t , h o ve rin� s ome d i s t an ce awa y , 
in t h e d i re c t ion o f  B a k e rs C re e k  Fa l l s .  How 
d i d  he come to f in d  h ims e l f in t h is p o s it ion? 
I q uo t e  f rom mY re Po rt : 

"Mr P ' s P e rc e P t i on o f  t ime f rom l e a v in� 
G ra f t on ,  UP unt i l  h e  f in d s  h ims e l f  at Ba k e rs 
C re e k  Fa l I s  - a d is t an c e  o f  ab o u t  a h un d re d 
m i l e s - is c e rt a in l Y  no t c l e a r .  H e  t h o u�h t 
t h e  f i rs t  s i� h t in� , o ut o f  G ra f t on , o c c u rre d 
a I on� t ime o u t  o f  G r a f t on , b u t a P P a rent l y , 
a f t e r r e t ra c in� h is ro u t e , h e  is ce rt a in 
t h at it o c c u r re d  on l Y  ab o u t  10 min u t e s  o u t  
o f  · t h e  t own . H e  t h o u�h t i t  was on l Y  a f ew 
m in u t e s  a f t e r  l e a v in� t h e  f i rst UFO s i� h t ­
in� b e h ind t h a t h e  s aw ' a  � ro uP o f  h un t e rs ' 
�a t h e re d  a ro un d  a f i re b e s i d e  t h e  ro a d , b ut 
h is re cons t ru c t ion , u P on re t u rn in� a l on� 
t h a t  ro a d , P l a c e s  t h e s e  ' h unt e rs '  a �o o d  
t h re e q u a rt e rs o f  an h o u r  in t ime a f t e r 
t h is .  Th en h e  f e l t  it was 10 o r  15 minu� s 
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bef or e he f in ds himself at Baker s Creek 
Fa I I s. H is secon d tr iP a I on� that r oad Pu t 

it at abo u t  an hou r an d a half . In f act, 
he cann ot even r ecollect dr ivin� the dis­
tan ce between seein� the ' hun ter s' an d turn­
in� uP at Baker s Creek Fa I Is. Althou� h it 

is common f or Peo Ple to drive Ion� distanc� 

without r ecollection of the tr ip, this Par ­
ticu lar r oad would seemin� I Y  Pr eclude it. 
For mu ch of it s distan ce, it is dir t � r avel 
su r f ace which win ds its way U P  in to Plateau 
countr Y. T he road twists an d tu rn s an d, 
even when it f in al IY � ives waY to a bi tu men 
su r f ace, it still r equ ir es comPlete atten ­
tion to tr avel it saf elY. H avin� dr iven U P  

an d down this r oad man Y times mYself , I 

f in d  it aston ishin� that someon e, n ot havin� 

tr avel led it bef or e, wou ld n ot have a vivid 

memor y of a f air lY bad r oad. In f act, with­
ou t r ecal I to total f acu lties, I wo u ld ex­
Pect that a wear Y tr avel I er wou ld in stead 

f in d  himself Par tin� comPan Y with the ro ad 
in man Y Places • • •  

"Mr P' s r ecollection of the hun ter s an d the 
sur r oun din� localitY maY Place it at T Yr in� ­

ham - a smal I commun itY abou t half -waY be­
tween G r af ton an d Ar midale. H er e, in 1973, 

I in vesti� ated what aPPear s to have been 

on e of the most in ten sive U FO f laPs ever 
exPer ien ced in Austr alia <15>. Mr P did 

n ot stoP an d shar e his adven tu r e with the 
' hun ter s' as he f elt he maY have been r idi­

culed an d the hou r maY n ot have been amen­
able to saf e r oadside meetin�s with str an� ­
er s. ShortlY af ter this, he r ecollected 
seein� ' the same thin� a� ain - these Yellow 
objects ou t in a Paddock' , bu t he � wa s n ot 
cer tain .  H e  con tinu ed on withou t an Y r e­
ca t I of what haPPen ed un til ju st ou tside 
Ar mida I e, at Baker s Creek Fa 1 1  s. 

"MY in ter view with Mr P tel I s  what haP�n ed: 

"What haPPen s was - n ext r ecollection was 

that I'm stoPPed on the side of the r oad, 
an d I' m lookin� ou t to the lef t this tim e, 

an d what I'm lookin� at is an in cr ediblY 
br i� ht • • •  what I thou� ht was a chicken 
f arm • • •  an d I' m lookin� at this thin� an d I 

was watchin� it f or a � ood 10 min utes an d 

ther e was n othin� haPPen in� • • •  I just could­
n 't believe it, just how br i� ht this thin� 
was • • •  an d I was abou t to take of f • • •  I ac­
tuallY lin ed this - the chicken cooP ­

<this thin� > what I actu al IY saw, was that 
the chicken cooP moved"! 
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Af ter a len�thY diver sion with an un co-op­
er ative "witn ess", G arY P set of f in to the 
Paddock to � et closer to the extr aor din ar Y  

object he was seein� . H owever , as he � ot 
n earer , the object seemed to r etr eat in to 

the exten sive f o� that surr oun ded it. G ar Y  
P even tu al I Y  f oun d his waY t o  the Fa I I s  ar ea 
·and sa w  the f o� r etr� atin� ou t of the r avin e. 
Su dden ly, the f o� st oPPed an d G ar Y  P was 
shocked to then see that the f o� was no w r e­
tu rn in� alon� its or i� in al P ath towar ds him. 

It qu icklY en veloPed him, r edu cin� visibiiDY 
to less than 10 f eet . T he r et urn of th� f o� 
was accomPan ied bY a soun d similar to that 
of a vacuu m clean er . A column thr ou� h  the 

mist could be made ou t above him wher e he 
could see the skY. T he f o� t hen quicklY 
dissiPated, alon� w it h  the soun d, leavin� 
G arY P alon e at the f a  I I s. H e  waited un til 
mo rnin� then r etu rn ed to the car. Stan din� 

at the car , he n oticed what he described as 

two " shockwaves", on e min u te aPart, which 
wer e like the who le ar ea bein� sudden lY 
shaken . Then n orm ality, 7. 05 a. m. an d morn­
in� .  

For f u r ther details on G arY P's exPer ien ce, 
I dir ect you to mY r ePort. <16> 

CASE FOUR :  BALADONIA , 
WESTERN AUSTR ALIA , 1978. {17} 

A 30 Year old male tr u ck dr iver exPer ien ced 
the f ol lowin� even ts, while drivin� east of 
Baladon ia, at abou t 4 a. m. , Febr u arY s, 
1978: 

"While dr ivin� west, aPProx imatelY 20-30 
miles east f r om Baladon ia, I observed a 

lar� e sPotli� ht comin� towar ds me, comin� 
f r om the west, � oin� east. I thou� ht it 
was an other vehicle, so I PU t mY hi� h beam 

on an d of f several times, but the other 
li� ht did not chan� e. Then I could see a 
lar� e diamon d shaPed li� ht comin� towards me 

<N o. j_ ). It had r ed, blu e, � r een an d Yellow 
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l i� h t s  re f l e c t in� o f f t h e  ro a d  d i re c t l Y  b e ­
l ow i t . T h e  wh i t e  l i� h t momen t a ri l Y  b l in d­
e d  me , s o  I d on ' t  know wh e t h e r  i t  went d i ­
re c t l Y  o v e rh e a d  o r  ve e re d  t o  one s i de o f  
me . Th en I s t o P P e d  t h e  t ru c k  an d �a t o u t ,  
b u t c o u l dn ' t s e e  an Y t h in� . A f t e r  a co u P l e  
o f  min u t e s ,  I s t a rt e d  d ri v in� a � a in .  I 
s t a rt e d  l o o k in� a ro und w h en I n o t i c e d a 
ro und, d u l l,  wh i t e  I i�h t  < N o . 2 h  o r  o b J e c t ,  on 
mY r i� h t  h an d  s i d e, wh i ch was a P P rox ima t e l Y  
2-3 in ch e s  in d i ame t e r, a l s o t ra v e l I in� t h e  
s ame s p e e d  as my t r u c k . I t h en s t o P P e d  an d 
t h e o b j e c t  s t o P P e d . I s t a r t e d  d r i v in� 
a� a in,  t h en t h e  o b j e c t  m o v e d a� a in .  Th en 
it d i s a P P e a re d  w h e n  I d ro v e  in t o  B a l a d on ia . 
Ab o u t f i v e  minu t e s ,  it re a P P e a re d  on mY 
l e f t - h an d  s i d e .  I s t o P P e d ,  t h en ano t h e r  
t r u c k  s t o P P e d ,  w h i c h  w a s  c om in� f rom t h e  
wes t ,  t o  s e e i f  I w a s  a l ri�h t . I as k e d  i f  
h e  co u l d  s e e  an Y t h in� , b ut t h e  o b j e c t  h a d 
d is a P P e a re d .  

"I s t a r t e d  d r i v in� , t h en i t  re a P P e a re d  t o  
t h e  l e f t  a� ain . I s w i t ch e d  m y  t ru c k h e a d  
l i� h t s  o f f  < wh i l e  d ri v in� >, t h en t h e  o b j e c t  

w e n t  f rom a ro und s h aP e  t o  an e l o n� a t e d  
s h a P e  < N o . 3 > wh i c h  w a s  a P P ro x imat e l Y  17 in­
ch e s  bY 8 in c h e s  h i� h . I t  was a d u l l  wh i t e  
co l o u r  w i t h  b l a c k  s e�en t s  < w in d ows ? > .  
Abo u t  one o r  two min u t e s  l a t e r, ! swit ch e d  
mY h e a d  l i�h t s  o n  a�a in , t h en t h e  ob j e c t  
d i s a P P e a re d .  Ab o u t  q ua rt e r , t o  h a l f , an 
h o u r  l a t e r, it re a P P e a re d  on my ri�h t h an d  
s i d e  a s  a roun d s h a P e  a�a in . Abo u t  4. 30 
a . m . , a s  t h e  s k Y � rew b ri�h t e r , t h e  o b j e c t  
d i s a P P e a re d " .  

Th i s  a c c o unt i s  f a i r l Y  int e re s t in� f rom a 
n umb e r  o f  P o int s ,  b u t we a l s o f ind t h a t  
t h e  d ri ve r  e x P e r i en c e d " a  l a P s e  o f  memo ry" 
f o r a P P ro x ima t e l Y  t h re e ,  to t h re e  an d a 
h a l f , h o u rs ,  imme d iat e l Y  P re c e d in� t h e  U FO 
e v ent . Th e re a re s ome � a p s  in t h is a c count 
d u e  t o  i l  l e � i b l e  P a rt s  o f  t h e  o ri�ina l a c­
c o un t : 

"Wh en I l e f t  B o a r d e r V i l l a�e I was f u l l Y 
c l o t h e d . Wh en I d ro v e P as t  t h ro u�h 
N i d u ra, b u t  I c o un ' t  rememb e r  an Y t h in� b e-
twe en an d mi l e s e as t  o f  
B a l a d on i a ,  e x c e P t  f o r, I rememb e r  t a l k in� 
t o  s omeb o dy ab o u t in v e n t in� s ome t h in� 
< s omeb o d Y w an t e d  me t o  t a k e  c re d it f o r  
t h e i r  inven t ion,  b u t I wo u l d ' t  a� re e >, a l s o 
I rememb e r  s P e a k in� w i t h  two v o i ce s . N e x t  
t h in� I rememb e r  I w a s  f o u r  mi l e s e a s t  o f  
B a l a d o n i a ,  wh e re I s t o p p e d  my t r u c k  t o  re­
f u e l  i t , wh en I n o t i ce d  t h a t  I s t i l I h a d 

on my t e e- s h i rt an d Amc o  j a c k e t  an d on I y mY 
j � c k e t s ,  b u t mY sh o rt s  w� re e l s ewh e r� in 
in the t ru c k  cab . I d i d ' t  P i c k  UP an y h ilch 
h i k e rs ,  o r  h a v e  anYb o d y  e l s e w i t h  me, on 
t h e  t ri P  f rom e as t  to we s t" .  

CASE FIVE : LAWITTA , TASMANIA , 1979 . {18} 

A y o un� man was d ri v in� t h ro u�h Lawi t t a, 
n e a r  N ew N o r f o l k , a t  ab o u t  9 . 50  P . m . , on 
Feb r u a ry s, 1979 , wh en the b onn e t  of h is ca r 
was l it U P  b Y  an int en s e  wh i t e  l i�h t f rom 
o v e rh e a d .  The c a r rad io went de a d ,  t h e  
l i�h t s  w e n t  o u t  an d t h e  en� ine s t o P P e d .: 
Lat e r th a t  n i�h t ,  t h e  man was f o un d  b Y  �o l xe 
in a H o b a r t c i t Y  s t re e t . Th e Y  went t o  s P e a k  
t o  h im b e c a u s e h e  h a d n o  l i�h t s  o n  h is c a r .  
T h e  man d i d  n o t  know w h o  h e  was , wh e re h e  
h ad come f rom, o r  wh e re h e  l i v e d .  Th e P o lice 
s e a rc h e d  h im, f o und h is a d d re s s  on P e rs on a l 
P a P e rs an d t o o k  h im h orn� . T h e  man b o a rd e d  
wit h f riends w h o  t o o k  h im t o  R o Y a l H o b a rt 
H o s P i t a l ,  wh e re h e  was s a i d  t o  b e  s u f f e rin� 
f rom s h o c k . He h a d  a h ieh P U l s e ra t e . Wh en 
do c t o rs s h on e  a l i�h t in t o  h is e Y es , t h e  
y o un� man s t a r t e d t o  re c a l I wh a t  h a d  h a P P en­
e d  at Law it t a .  He s t a t e d  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e 
c a r s t a l l e d ,  h e  s P ent 10 t o  15 minu t e s  t rY­
in� t o  �et i t  s t a r t e d .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  re ca l I 
d ri v in� t o  Ho b a rt . T h e  man d e c l ine d  t o  � e t  
invo l ve d  i n  anY f u rt h e r  inv e s t i�a t i on s . 

PART I I : 

" I NTERRUPTED JOURNEYS " 

- THE TRAD I T I ON ,  

THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE 

T h e  A u s t ra l ian e v e n t s  d e s c r ib e d  in Pa rt I ,  
an d o t h e rs c 19 > ,  s e em t o  re f I e ct a va r i a t io n  
o f  t h e  f a r  b et t e r  d o c umen t e d c l o s e  en co un t e r 
c as e s .  S ome o f  t h em h int a t  b e in� t h e  s t u f f 
o f  " ab d u c t ion" s t o r i e s  an d s u c h P u rP o rt e d 
"a l i en int e r a c t i ons" s e em t o  h o l d  c on s i de r­
ab l e  P rom inen c e ,  P a rt i c u l a r l Y  in t h e Ame r :icas .  

T h e  s t a t u r e t h a t  s u ch a c co un t s  h o l d  c an b e  
d i re c t l Y  a t t rib u t e d  t o  t h e  f am o u s  H i l I c a s e  
< 20 > ,  wh i ch l a r�e i Y  e s t ab l i s h e d  t h e  " ab d u c­
t ion" P re ce d en t  in contemP o r a rY t imes . 
Cons i d e rab l e , an d d iv e r t in� , wo rk h as b e en 
ca r r i e d  o u t  on h is t o r i c a l an t e c e d e n t s  o f  
wo r l d-w i d e  f o l k l o re < 21 > . 

Th e s t o ry t o l d  b Y  t h e  H i l I s  in co rP o r� a 
c l o s e  en co un t e r, a P e r i o d o f  " t im e- l o s 
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and an attendant mysterY. T he nature of the 
events that had befallen the N ew H amPshire 
couPle, durin� this time Period, is Pivotal 
in si�nificance to this asPect of the UFO 
mYsterY. Under hYPnotic re�ression, Betty 
and BarneY Hil I told a storY of bein� ab­

ducted, taken on board a UFO , and ex amined. 

T he validit Y of this interPretation of thes e 

events, and the manY others that followed, 
is the su bject of t his Part. What follows, 

is of considerable relevance for understand­
in�, and assessin�, the "interruPted jour­

neY" �enre. 

J ohn Fu ller indicated: "a dual identical 

PsYchosis < a  folie a deux > is su bstant ial IY 
ex cluded bY the absence of other character­
istics of this rare PsYchosis, nor was there 
anY other evidence of PsYchosis. A joint 
fabricat ion is also su bstantial J y  ex clu ded. 
T he two remainin� Possibilities wou ld aP­
Pear to be: 

< 1> A totallY real and true ex Perience. 

< 2> An ex Perience which had been so affect­

ed bY the accomPanYin� emotional state ' 

as t o  Produ ce some PercePtive and il­
lusorY misinterPretations - as embodied 

in t he dream hYPothesis". 

D r  Benjamin S imon, who carried ou t the H i  I I 

re�ressions, stated: "I was ultimatelY 

left with the conclu sion that the most 
tenable ex Planation that the series of 

dreams exPerienced bY Mrs H ill, as the 

afterm ath of some tYPe of ex Perience with 

an Unidentified F IYin� O bject or some simi­
lar Phenomenon, assu med the q ualit Y of a 

fantasied ex Perience. 

"But the whole thin� could not be settled 

in an absolute sense. T he case could be 
safelY left as it stood, esPecial IY in 
view of their imProvement < 22>. We wou ld 
remain in contact, and time mi�ht eventual­
lY brin� out a more comPlete Picture". 

Since the H il I  case entered the Public do­
main, nu merous other cases, of the "inter­
ruPted journeY" and "abduction" �enre, have 

aPPeared ( 23>. Much of the alle�ed PhYsi­
cal evidence indicated to be suPPortive of 
these accounts is hotlY debated < 24>. For 

ex amP I e, the "star map", feat u red in the 
H i  I I story, is seen from two ex tremes. S ome 
see it as ex traordinarY evidence. O thers 

deem it as lar�ei Y sPurious. In fact, 
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even J acq ues Vallee went on record to criti­
c ise the correlation of the "star maP" with 

the Z eta Ret icu li sYstem. H e  somewhat un­
kindlY referred to it as "Z eta Ridiculous" 
( 25 ). 

T he c ont orv ersy can be lar�ei Y resolved into 
three cam Ps: 

1. T he ex Periences are PossiblY objectivelY 
real - t he stron�est ProPonents of this 

hYPothesis are the L orenzens and their 
or�anisation, AP RO . It is to their 
credit t hat theY have �at hered an ex tra­
ordinarY body of data and attemPted to 

confirm the le� it imacy o f  t he accou nts 
beYond hYPnotic re�ression with "lie 

detector" tests and PsYcholo�ical evalu­
ations. L eo S Prinkle a nd J ames H arder 

have done most of the work in this area 
( 26). 

2. T he accounts are hoaxes or misinterPre­

tations - t he ma in ProPonents, in this 

can, are P hilliP Klass a nd th e late D r  

D onald Menzel. T heir ar�u ments, Partic­
ularlY those of the former, lar�eiY re­

volve arou nd the "weaPon" of character 
assassination < 27>. 

3. T he ex Periences are lar�ei Y of a PsYcho­
lo�ical nature - this hYPothesis recei v­

ed its stron�est lift from the fascinat­

in� work of Macal I and Lawson with 
"ima�inarY abductees". In conjunction 
with other studies < 28>, this tYPe of 
work has effectivelY Provided an ex cel-

lent ca l ibration of "re�ression" infor­
mat ion. T he c orresPondence of "ima�in­
arY" and "real" abdu ct ion a nd "inter­
ruPted journeY" tYPe ex Periences are im­

Pressive and indeed the similarities 

with other tYPes of "journeYs" and ex ­
Periences < "out of bodY eX Periences", 
"Pseudo death" accou nt s, etc ( 29>> are 
food for thou�ht. P sYcholo�ical Phenom­
ena, such as "time-�ap", hYna�o�ic and 

hYPnaPomPic ima�erY < 30), are now bein� 
offered as Possible exPlanations. T he 
work of T ar� & P uthoff on brain hemi­
sPhere dualit Y, as an ex Planation of the 

ex tremes of information from "standard" 
to "exotic", in these t YPes of situa­
tions, is ParticularlY il luminatin� < 31>. 

T he PersPectives, �iven bY the wide ran�in� 
ar�uments for and a�ains t the validitY of 

these tYPes of cases, req u ires the research-
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er shou ld: 

<i> aPPr oach t hese t Y Pes of cases wit h an 

oPen mind an d, at fir st at t empt , �ain 
as mu ch in for mat ion as Possible on 
t hat Part of t he exPer ience which is 
ext ant in con sciou s r ecal I. We cou ld 
do n o  bet t e� t o  �ain a �ood Per sPec­
t ive of t hese t Y Pes of cases, bY famil­

iar isin� ou r selves wit h t he available 
lit er at u r e. Fu ller <32>, Lor enz en 
<33> and Fowler <34> ar e r ecommen d ed 

f o r  "t e st in� t he wat er ". 

<ii> If a "t ime loss" is hi�hli�ht ed , car e 

shou ld be un dert aken in t he waY in 
which we aPProach it . SPr in kle <35 > 
has Pr ovided an excel lent st art in �  

Point for t hose who ar e consider in �  
hY Pn osis and similar met hods of 

"memor y" r et r ieval. T he qu alit Y of 
t echn iqu e is of Par amou nt imPort an ce 

her e. An exPer ien ced Pr act it ion er ,  

who shou ld be qu alified, accomPan ied 
bY an exPer ienced in vest i�a t or ,  we I I 
st eePed in t he short comin �s of hY P­
not ic r e�r ession t echniqu e, an d a 
qu alified PsY cholo�ist, is desired. 

Int er Pr et at ion of t he in format ion 

�ain ed, � nder su ch invest i�at ion , 
shou ld be cau t iou s an d we I I con sider­
ed. 

<iii> Har old Cahn of APRO has Pr ovided an 
in t er est in �  met hod of discrimin at in �  

bet ween "t r u e" an d "false" hY Pnot ic 
r e�r ession cases, which in volves 
monit or in �  t he bodilY dir ect cu r r ent 
Pot ent ial. He in dica t es t hat t he D C  
Pot en t ial cu r ve cor r elat es wit h t r ance 
in du ct ion. T his wil I assist t h e  in­
vest i�at or in asse ssin �  whet her t he 
su bj ect is validlY in a deeP t r ance 
du r in� a hY Pnot ic session <36>. 

<iv> T hese t Y Pes of in vest i�at ion s shou ld 
be sU PPlement ed wit h as mu ch su P­

port ive in form at ion as Possible. 

SPr in kle a�ain in dicat es cert a in 
t hin�s t hat can be un dert aken <"lie­

det ect ion " t hr ou �h POIY �r aPh t est ­

in � an d PS Y cholo�ical assessment > 
<37>. T he con t r over sial u se of PsY­
cholo�ical st r ess evalu at ion t PSE> 

has also been su ��est ed as wort h 

t rY in�. 

It can be seen t hat , while "int er r u Pt ed 

j ou rn ey" accoun t s  maY offer some OPPortuni­
t ies of assessin �  t he in t era ct ion s wit h t he 

UFO Phen omen on , sort ies bY inv est i�a t or s  
int o  t his "mu r kY field" sho u ld be u ndert aken 
onlY if t heY ar e fu ll Y awa re of t he t ot al 
Pict u r e. T his a r ea of in forma t ion r et rieval 
br in �s u s  int o  t he domain of t he hu man min� s 
abilit Y t o  art icu lat e in t eract ion s wit h  aP­
Par ent lY in exPlica ble man ifest at ion s. It 

is t he exPer ien ced UF O r esear cher , we I I 
ve r sed in t his f ield, wh o is best abl e t o  
evalu a t e t he t Y Pe of in f ormat ion �ain ed 
t hr ou �h t his t Y Pe of in format ion r et r ieva l. 
On lY t ime wil I t el I wh et her it wil I �ive u s: 
mor e insi�ht s int o  t he hu man min d or int o 
t he UFO Phenomen on . Cou ld it be t hat it 
wil I do bot h? 
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RAAF to cut 

UFO checks 
CANBERRA - Th� 

RAAF will bother with 
UFOs only if they appear 
to be dangerous to na· 
tional security. 

The invesfigation of 
every sighting - the 
RAAF calls them un­
usual aerial sightings -
has proved too expen­
sive. The Minister for De­
fence, Mr Scholes, said 
yesterday that the RAAF 
would investigate fully 
only sightings suggesting 
"a defence or national 
security implication." 

" T HE A D VE R T I S E R "  - Adel aide , S th Aust 

May 3,  1 9 84 . 

(37) Ibid . (23 ) . I 

© CO P Y R I GHT - B I LL CHALKER 

• • •  �J.JtN THIS CRfATVRt 
"r�•Eb TO Pur A �t m t.. 

'b i S'C I N  tttY EAtl. �o 
� � A;.Pe:D Utt1 

W ILLIAM D. LEET : It is with sadness that I advise readers of the death of Bill Leet on 
December 9 ,  19 83 . 

Bill had a bright, enqulrlng, mind and this was clearly reflected in his forum critique : 
"A UFO Vision? The Mystery of ' A  Machine To Go Through the Air ' ", which appeared in the 
July-August, 19 83 , edition of UFORAN . 

We extend our sincere sympathy to Bill ' s  family . - Ed - 1 

forum 

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? 

SAY IT IN FORUM IN 500 WORDS OR LESS . 

CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM AN D DISCUSSION 

IS WELCOMED AND WILL BE PUBLISHED 

WHENEVER SPACE PERMITS . - ED-1 
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RUMOURS AND PUBLICITY -

THEIR CAUSES AND EFFECTS 

BY MARK TYRRE L L  { U . K . ) 

of the Organi sa tion for Sci en tifi c  Eval ua tion of Aerial Phenomena (OSEAP) 

Thro ughout 1 9 8� and the earl y part of 

1 9 81 , there were two or three aspects of 

" ufol ogy "  whi ch I ha d occasi on to think 

deepl y abou t .  They were , then , separa te 

channels of thought whi ch were yet to com­

bine and form a whol e .  

Wi tness and non-wi tness mis conceptions , 

and preconcepti ons ; the val ue of media 

publ i ci ty ; rumour-mongering and publ i c  a t­

ti t udes . As my work wi thin FUFOR evol ved ,  

these factors seemed to be more and more 

impor tant to an unders tanding of the s ub­

ject proper . The tri gger for forming all 

those things into thi s paper was an arti ale 

I had published in "Northern Ufology " No . 77, 
during October 1 980 . Tha t pi ece i s  i ncor­

pora ted into this paper and sugges ted tha t  

the reason for the low level o f  UFO reports 

was over-publ i ci ty and fami l i ari s a ti on ;  

whi l s t  a t  the same time dealing wi th the 

ques tion of whe ther publ i ci t y i tself was 

desirabl e .  

I have extended on those i deas and hope 

the rea der wil l  find wha t  I ha ve wri t ten 

to be , at the very l east , though t provok­

i ng .  I wo ul d s tress tha t wha t  unfol ds i s  

onl y a resul t of my own observa ti ons and 

sugges tions of "what mi ght be " . I may be 

wrong in wha t  I s urmi se but you the rea der 

mus t deci de for yo ursel f .  

U fo l ogy , a s  a who l e ,  comp r i s e s  va r i ou s  
e l emen t s : i nves t i ga t i on an d res ea rch o f  
an  obj ect i ve n a t u re ;  ps eudo- re l i g i ous  
cu l t i s m ;  ps eudo- s c i en t i f i c  adhe ren ce and  
pub l i s hed l i te r a t u re wh i ch i s ,  fo r the mos t 
pa rt , bad o r  i n d i f fe re n t  - l eav i n g on l y  a 
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sma l l perce n t age of books and  ma gaz i ne s  rea l ­
l y  wo r t h  bo t he r i ng w i t h . A d i re ct  re s u l t of 
t h i s  is  a s e l f- pe rpe t ua t i ng rumo u r  an d my t h ­
ma k i n g ma ch i ne ry , wh i ch con s t a n t l y  t h rea ten s 
to s ubme rge any rea l i s t i c  at temp t a t  t ry i ng 
to so l ve t h e U FO en i gma unde r a sea o f  m i s ­
i n forma t i on ,  f ra ud an d r i d i cu l e . 

Ap a r t  f rom t hose who acce pt the  ex i s tence 
o f  U FOs a s  an a r t i c l e  of fa i t h ( i . e .  a be l i ef 
i n  s pace b ro t h e rs ) and t h e refo re know the an­
swe rs  we seek i n  t he i r own m i n d s , t he con s�n t 
a i m  o f  u fo l og i s t s  i n  g ene ra l , bes i des a t t emp t ­
i n g to d i s cove r wha t i s  caus i n g t h e  p henomena , 
h as been to t ry and  i n te re s t  the s c i en t i f i c  
e s t ab l i shmen t i n  t he s ubj ec t . 

Th i s  appea rs  to be a nea r- i mpos s i b l e  t a s k  
because  o f  t h e  rea sons  above , as  we l l a s  t h e  
act i v i t i es o f  some wh i ch exceed t he me re l y  
i r re s pons i b l e . B l a t an t d i s rega rd fo r obj ect­
i v i ty seems r i fe an d a s  one  f l i p s t h rou gh the  
pages o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u re , there  become s appa r­
ent  a re pea t e r  mech an i s m .  One ca se  can be 
foun d i n  seve r a l pu b l i ca t i on s , a l ways w i t h 
s l i gh t l y  d i f fe r i ng de ta i l s .  Tha t  med i a  fav­
o u r i te ,  "The Be rmuda T r i ang l e ' '  i s  one s uch 
examp l e ;  th i s  a re a  of  t he wo r l d has  p rov i ded 
u s  w i th  dea t h  r ay s , d i s a ppea r i n g sh i p s a n d  
a i rc ra ft , underwa t e r c i t i e s ,  magne t i c  vo rt ice s 
e t c  ( 1 )  . S uch t h i ngs  se 1 1  books an d mag az i nes ,  
a t  the expense  o f  t ru t h ! UFOs  and pe r i phe ra l 
mys te r i e s  a re ve ry ma rke t a b l e  conce rn s . 

The mo re s en s a t i ona l an a r t i c l e  o r  book , 
t he mo re i t  se l l s  an d the mo re s u s pe c t  be­
comes t he re sea rch and t r u t h fu l ness  beh i n d 
the mat e r i a l  con t a i ned t h e re i n .  Th i s  had 
been po i n ted ou t q u i te fo rc i b l y  by a n umb er  
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of w r i te rs ( 2 )  ( 3 ) . 

The end res u l t 
of  t h i s  i s  t h a t  
t he s ubject  becomes 
i mme rsed i n  a we l ­
te r o f  rumou rs and ,  
some t i mes , pa rano i a. 
The i n ves t i g a to r  
w i l l  f i n d h i s  head  
s p i nn i ng w i t h t he 
n ume rou s  t heo r i e s  
t h a t  c rop u p  t i me 

and  t i me  ag a i n  and , i f  he l e t s  h i mse l f be 
ca r r i ed away on a wave o f  s ubject i v i ty ,  
s t a rt to be l i eve a l mos t  any t h i n g  he w i s he s  
to . Any s ma l l ,  un us ua l , i n c i de n t  t h a t  hap­
pen s  - pu re l y  co i n c i den t a l to eve ry day ex­
i s tence or an i n te re s t  i n  t he UFO s ubject  
- w i l l  become b l own ou t o f  a l l p ropo r t i on .  
I n  mos t  cases t h i s  i s  ove r come by common­
sen se ; but  the re a re t hose who  pe rpe t u a te 
t he i r own se l f-made r umou r s t ruct u re to the 
det r i me n t  of a l l con ce rned . 

To i l l u s t r a te t h i s  po i n t mo re c l ea r l y ,  I 
wou l d  ask  t he reader to p l ace t hemse l f  a s  
an  i n te res ted  " l ay- pe rs on " , w i s h i ng t o  see 
how a UFO g roup wo rks - w i t h a v iew to 
even t ua l l y  j o i n i n g t h a t  o rg an i s at i on .  Wha t  
wou l d  you make o f  U F O  i n ve s t i gato r s  i f  con ­
f ron ted by s t o r i e s  s uch  a s  t hese : i n ves t i ­
g a t o r s  c l a i m i ng to  see b l ack b l obs i n  t he 
s t reet a n d  f l y i n g pte rod acty l s ;  a "f r i en d  
o f  a f r i ned ' ' ( ad- i n f i n i t um)  who has  been 
pu r s ued by my s te r i ou s  ca rs a n d  once d i ved 
out of a mo v i ng ve h i c l e  ( S t a rsky and Hutch  
s ty l e ) a rmed w i th a p i s to l , a n d  wa i ted  for  
t he p u r s u i ng ca r to  t u rn up , wh i ch i t  neve r 
d id h av i n g appa ren t 1 y d i s ap pea red ; an i n ­
ves t i g a to r who on ce t hought  h i s  g i r l f r i end 
was g i v i n g b i r t h  to a n ew Ch r i s t ;  a UFO 
g roup , t he membe r s  o f  wh i ch nobody seems 
to know but s upposed l y  h a s  neo-Naz i  con ­
nect i on s ; an i n ves t i g a to r , a n d  the te rm i s  
u sed  l oose l y  he re ,  who t rave l s a roun d w i t h 
a s awn -off s hotgun j us t  i n  case " t hey" 
come fo r h i m . These s to r i e s  may seem amaz­
i n g but  they a re ones  t h a t  h ave reached my 
ea rs f rom t i me to t i me .  The l i s t  of s u ch 
anecdo te s  i s  p robab l y end l e s s  i f  one was 
p repa red  to d i g  a l i t t l e deepe r t han t h i s  
sma l l s amp le ,  but i t  a l l ten d s  to get a 
l i t t l e f r i gh ten i n g t ry i ng to comp rehend 
how s uch s to r i e s  a r i se ,  even  mo re so when 
you meet peo p l e  who p l ace qu i te some c red ­
ence i n  t hem . T r u t h  ten d s  to be come i n te r­
m i n g l ed w i t h out r i gh t fan t a sy and  I won de r 

i f  t hese f r i n ge be l ie fs somehow re f l ect t he 
d a rk reces ses o f  the m i n d s  of  t he object i ve 
resea rche rs  w i t h i n  the s ubj ect . Pe rhaps  
t he re i s  a need fo r s uch t a l es i n  that  they 
g i ve a wa rn i ng to t hose of us who , hopefu l l y ,  
fo l l ow a common- sen se pat h not to s t ray f rom 
i t ? I t  i s  a wa rn i n g t h a t  I , pe r sona 1 1  y ,  
have eve ry i n te n t i on o f  heed i n g .  

Some i n ves t i g ators  ten d  to make t he facts  
o f  a case f i t the i r own theo r i es as to i ts 
o r 1 g 1 n s .  Th i s  can be done con s c i ous l y ,  o r  
s ubcon s c i ou s l y ,  w i t hout t he pe rpet ra to rs 
know l edge . Th u s  i s  a rumou r bo rn . S l adek :. 
w r i tes  ( 4 ) : 

" Rumo u r , o r  i n fo rma t i on gene rated by 
hy s te r i a ,  i n  i t s m i l de r  fo rm amoun t s  
to  no mo re t h an we i gh t i ng facts  w i t h 
emot i on a l ba l l a s t . Fu r t he r  u p  t he 
sca l e , fa cts  a re cons i de rab l y  d i s to r t ­
ed , un t i l  s to r i e s  beg i n  t o  resemb l e  
d reams ( o r  n i g h t ma res ) .  A t  r umou rs 
wo r se , o r  l yn ch - mob s t age ,  h a l l uc­
i n a t i on s  and de l u s i on s  t ake ove r 
f rom fact s " .  

S u ch hys te r i a  i s  common -p l ace i n  today ' s  
soc i ety . We l 1 I remembe r the s to r i es t h a t  
swept  m y  own town , C rewe , one summe r  i n  t he 
ea r l y  seven t i es . Ap pa ren t l y some ch i l d ren  
had  been ho r r i b l y  mu t i l ated on a p l ayg round 
s l i de .  The cause was sa i d  to be a s t rateg i ­
ca l l y p l a ced  razo rb l ade somewhe re on t he 
c h u te .  I th i nk t he reade r w i 1 1  ag ree i t  was 
a ta l e  to  make t he b l ood r un co l d . Wha t  be ­
gan as  a few ve i l ed refe ren ces to the i n c i ­
den t  deve l oped i n to t he c l as s i c  synd rome of 
"somebody know i ng somebody" whose ch i l d i t  
was who was i nj u red . O t he rs s a i d  t h a t  t hey 
had t a l ked to po l i ce off i cers  i n  the i r l oca l 
p ub l i c  house who s t ated t h a t  the s to ry was 
t rue . Any fac tua l a ff ron t to h uman mo ra l i ty 
and decency a rouses  s u ch emot i on a l hy s te r i a , 
but when the cause i s  based on hea r s ay and  
fan tasy  t he effects  can  be pa ra l l e l . I ndeed , 
t he r umou rs  reached s uch ep i dem i c p ropo r t i on s  
that  i t  took a den i a l  i n  t he l oca l p res s ,  by 
t he C rewe Con s t abu l a ry ,  t h a t  s uch an event  
eve r took p l a ce .  

A s t udy o f  rumou rs  was con ducted by P rofes­
sor  A l l po r t , of  Ha rva rd  Un i ve rs i ty ,  du r i ng 
t he Secon d Wor l d  Wa r ( 5 ) .  I t  was found that  
l os s  o f  i n fo rma t i on and emb ro i de ry , i n  a 
l a rge n umbe r of  i n s t an ces , cou l d  be mea s u red 
as  fo l l ows : 

25 



R U MO U RS AN D P U BLIC i iY 

TELLER LOSS OF I N FORMAT I ON I NVENT I ON / EMBRO I DERY 

No .  1 
No . 2 
No . 3  
No . 4 
No . 5 

20% 
30% 
65%  
75% 
80% 

Th i s  d i s to rt i on was found  to occu r i n  
th ree s t ages : 

1 .  OMM I S S I ON :  e i t h e r s t emm i n g f rom an  i n ­
ab i l i ty to  comp rehen d ce r t a i n  facto rs  o f  
t he t a l e  be i n g to l d ,  o r  some det a i l s  do  not  
f i t i n  w i t h the  o r i g i na l  i n te rp re t a t i on o f  
t he fact s o 

2 .  ACCENTUAT I ON/EMPHAS I S : those  rema i n i ng 
fact s a re then  ove remphas i se d  and  th u s  make 
t he s to ry mo re eas i l y un de rs tood . 

3 .  AS S I M I LAT I ON :  t h e  i n fo rma t i on i s  made 
to f i t i n  w i t h  p a s t  expe r i ences and re fer­
en ces , i t s e l f a p roduct  of  t he omm i s s i on 
and  accen t ua t i on q uo ted above . The facts  
a re made to  con fo rm w i t h  one ' s  i n te r p re t a ­
t i on o f  t h em .  

Rumou r s  come a n d  go , ot h e rs a re mo re 
pe rs i s t en t a n d  see m i n g l y  based on fact  and  
c i rcums t a n t i a l ev i den ce ; t he o f t - repea ted  
s to r i es of  c ra s hed " s a u ce rs "  and  t he i r dead  
p i l ot s  be i n g one  examp l e .  S u ch t a l es h ave 
a ve ry h i gh p robab i l i ty o f  be i ng fa l se ;  b u t  
I wou l d be p l easan t l y  s u rp r i sed t o  be p roved 
wron g i n  t h i s  a s s umpt i on .  

W i t h i n  th i s  f ramewo rk i s  i t  any wonde r 
t h a t  p rej ud i ce can a l so be one o f  t he n u ­
t r i en t s  upon wh i ch rumo u r  feed s , a n d  a s  
s uch can b e  a powe rfu l po l i t i ca l  wea pon . 
Ra c i a l  hat red , on e i the r s i de ,  can be man ­
i pu l ated  i n  t h i s  manne r a n d  nowhe re was t h is 
mo re read i l y  i l l u s t rated t h an i n  Wo r l d  Wa r 
11, i f  one read s Naz i p ropagan da ag a i n s t  the  
Jew i s h race ( 6 ) . S u ch my t ho l ogy reaches 
down th rough the  yea rs  and f i n d s  i t s e l f 
ut i l i sed aga i n s t  today ' s  m i no r i ty g roups . 
To fu rthe r q uote S l adek : 

" . . . t he f r i gh ten i ng as pect o f  p ro­
paganda  i s  not the s l an ted news 
i t em , the s ca re head l i ne or the 
ran t i ng o ra to r ,  but t he s t rong 
appea l o f  s uch t r i cks to men ta l 
s te reotypes  o f  rea l i t y " .  

M R  SPOC K ' S FANS  G O  U P  TH E POLE ; 
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WOT , NO  U FOs ? ; 
A LB E RT ' S S PACE  ODD I TY ;  

4% 
5% 

1 5% 
2 0% 
30% 

GO I NG ROUND  THE  BEND-V I S I TORS F ROM 
OUT E R  S PAC E ; 
TH E P E E P I NG TOM FROM OUTER  S PACE ; 
J E S S I E  G ETS  SURPR I S E G LOW ;  
HAPPY  N EW Y EAR . . .  F ROM TH E U FO .  

We l l ,  what i mp re s s i on d o  you get f rom the 
a bove-q uoted head l i n es ? I s  i t ,  I won de r , 
wha t the  Ed i to r, who pas sed t hem fo r pub l i ca ­
t i on, wan ted you to have ? One o f  good - h umou r­
ed r i d i cu l e  w i t h no thoug h t  that  a w i tness  
may h ave had  a gen u i ne l y  f r i g h ten i ng expe r i ­
en ce ?  How many , upon read i ng t hem , sm i l e d 
know i ng l y  to t hemse l f  and  pas sed on to the 
s po rt s  o r  woman ' s  page . I a g ree, when we i gh ­
ed aga i n s t  t h e  i mpo rtan t i s s ue s  o f  t he wo r l d , 
t hey rate ve ry l ow i n  wh at s hou l d  have p r i ­
o r i ty o f  news - s pace , but  I do fee l tha t the 
U FO s ubj ect  des e r ves  to be t rea ted i n  the 
s ame manne r a s  "mo re se r i ou s "  i tems o f  news . 
A l l the above head l i nes  we re f rom t he maj o r  
s i gh t i n g ye a r  1 9 7 7  b y  t he way . 

Two th i ngs  a r i se f rom t he head l i nes , but  
f i r s t  g i ve t hem ano t he r g l ance . Doe s any ­
th i ng come to m i n d  f rom t h e  emot i ve ph ras i ng 
t hey emp l oy?  We l l ,  two o f  t hem men t i on 
' 'oute r s pace ' ' .  The u se o f  these wo rds  has  
no foun da t i on i n  rea l i t y ,  but  i t  i s  wh at  the 
gene ra l pub l i c  has  i n  m i n d when i t  eve r d i s ­
cu s ses  the U FO phenomen a e i t h e r  s e r i ous l y  o r  
a s  a s ubj ect  o f  r i d i cu l e . Bot h a t t i t udes 
s tem f rom an i gno ran ce o f  the  s ubj ect , but 
s uch p recon cept i on s  a re ca used by exte rna l 
i n f l uences s uch as  the p res s .  Another  example 
o f  t h i s  ext e rn a l i n f l uence i s  g i ven i n  the 
f i r s t  head l i ne q uoted above - MR SPOC K ' S FANS 
GO UP  THE  PO L E .  Popu l a r s c i ence f i ct i on ,  
s uch as  t he TV s e r  i a 1 refe r red to her  - " S t a r  
T rek" , a l so a d d s  to t hese m i s concept i on s , 
but  mo re o f  t hem l a te r .  

The p rofes s i on o f  Jou rn a l i sm  i s  pos ses sed 
of bot h the  f gnob l e  and nob l e ;  i t s ext remes 
range f rom t he expos u re of  g reat  ev i l s  i n  
soc i e ty and  t ry i n g to make t he pub l i c  awa re 
of wha t  i s  h appen i ng i n  t he wo r l d  about  i t ,  
down to appea l i ng to man ' s  bas e r  i n s t i n cts . 
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Fo r i n s t an ce , we a l l 
know o f  t he t rad i t i on ­
a l  repu t a t i on o f  the  
S un day news pape rs , the  
j ou rn a l ese  o f  wh i ch 
has  now exten ded i n to 
the wo rk i ng week . 

The powe r o f  t he 
med i a ,  th rough te l e­

V I S i on ,  c i nema , rad i o  and  the news p ape r s  
i s  i mmen se an d i t  i s  often s a i d  t h a t  powe r 
co r r up t s . The wo r l d o f  u fo l ogy h as not re­
ma i ned un touched , or un co r r up ted , by t h i s  
powe r .  That  f r i en d l y  ed i t o r  i s  afte r n ews  
t h a t  w i  1 1  se l l h i s  pape r , o r  i n c rease  h i �. 
1 i s tene r s , mo re o ften than  no t a t  t he cos t 
of obj ect i v i ty .  Pub l i c  re cogn i t i on , fo r 
wha t e ve r  mot i ve ,  i s  a t t rac t i ve whe t he r  i t  
be i n  p r i n t o r  on te l ev i s i on an d rad i o .  
One i s s ue o f  a n  Eng l i s h U FO mag az i ne was 
devoted  i n  i t s en t i re ty to th i s  s ubj ect ( 7 ) . 
The i n s p i r at i on fo r the  i s s ue ,  a s  one reads 
t h rough  i t s p ages , i s  exa c t l y  what  I have 
touched upon , the m i s con cep t i on s  and i n ­
accu ra c i e s t h a t  abound when repo r t s  o f  U FO s  
a re g i ven . A p r i me examp l e  o f  the  l u re o f  
the  med i a  i t s e l f i s  g i ven by  t h e  magaz i ne �  
ed i to r , Jenny Ran d l e s , a we l l - known U FO 
pe rsona 1 i ty i n  h e r  own r i gh t . I n  an ap­
p r a i s a l  o f  h e r  own s i t ua t i on (8 )  s he s t ates :  

" I  was hy pnot i sed by t he cha rm i ng 
l u re o f  the  j o u rn a l i s t o r  p rod uc­
er who as s u red  me that t h i s  t i me 
i t  was go i ng to be d i f fe ren t . l t  
neve r  was a n d  h a rd l y  eve r w i l l  be " ! 

The n at u re o f  t he U FO phenomenon i s  s uch  
t h a t  i t  ea s i l y l en d s  i t se l f  to  sen s at i on a l ­
i s m .  Th i s  i s  on e o f  th�  t h i n g s  that  a re 
the s tock- i n - t rade o f  t he s eed i e r  s i de o f  
j o u rn a l i s m .  Wh i l s t t ry i n g t o  con vey an 
obj e c t i ve out l ook on the s ubj ect , one can 
f i n d onese l f  man i pu l a t ed by the  med i a  be­
ca use  o f  t he s t ate of m i n d wh i ch deve l ops , 
a s  i n  J en n y  Rand l e ' s  cas e . I f  t he "v i c t i m" 
i s  on e whose n a i vety  l en ds i t se l f to  e so­
te r i c  be l i e f  s y s tems , then t he danger  of 
s u s cept i b i l i ty i n c reases . The re i s  no easy 
remedy to t h i s  s i t uat i on .  The re w i l l  a l ­
way s be a f r i nge e l eme n t  to U FO resea rch 
wh i ch dea l s  i n  ma t te r s  bo rde r i ng on t he 
ve ry s t range . S uch a re t h e  s t ap l e  d i e t o f  
news ed i to rs w i t h  a wa ry eye on reade r o r  
l i s tene r  rat i ng s . Pe r haps  i t  wou l d be 
bet t e r  to have no pu b l i c i ty at a l l ?  

Nat i ona l l y ,  t he p i ct u re i s  b l eak but  on 
a l oca l s ca l e t he s i t ua t i on i s  somewhat 
be t te r  fo r t h e  U FO g roup wan t i ng to be known 
i n  i t s own a rea . Loca l i n te re s t  i s  the  i n ­
g red i en t  wh i ch s t aves o f f  sen s a t i on a l i s t i c  
U FO repo r t i n g fo r a good pe r i od of  t i me .  l t  
i s  pos s i b l e ,  wh i l s t t read i ng ve ry ca refu l l y ,  
fo r a g roup to h ave somet h i ng pub l i s hed on 
i t s own te rms . An examp l e  of t h i s  i s  the  
photog raph i c  case , i n ve s t i ga ted by  FU FOR , 
wh i ch was a l l eged to h ave occu r red d u r i n g 
Septembe r ,  1978  ( 9 ) . The g roup wan ted to 
appea l fo r co r robo ra t i ve w i tnes ses and the 
on l y  way i t  cou l d  do th i s  was to have an � 

i n terv i ew a t  t he l oca l news pape r , "The C rewe 
C h ron i c l e" ,  w i t h  t he ed i to r .  S tephen C l eave r , 
the  Cha i rman of FU FOR , wen t  a l on g  a rmed w i t h  
t he re l evan t d a t a  and  the  photog raphs to se� 
h i m .  Upon see i n g the  p i ctu res , the ed i tor  . 
wan ted to have t hem fo r i mmed i ate pub l i ca t i on , 
i r re s pect i ve o f  whe t h e r  t hey we re rea l o r  
fake . A dea l was made t h a t  i f  the  pape r 
wou l d  pu b l i s h an appea l fo r ext ra w i tnes ses , 
t hey co u l d  h ave t he f u l l s to ry abou t t he 
pho tog raphs  when FU FO R ' s  i n ve s t i gat i on s  we re 
comp l e te . An appea l wa s p r i n ted ( 1 0 )  and the 
i n ves t i ga t i on s  ca r r i e d on un t i l the m i d d l e  
o f  1 9 79 and  the  photog raphs  we re found  to be 
f ake . Neve r t he l e s s , FUFOR kept  i t s p a r t  of 
t he ba rga i n  w i t h  t he ed i t or  and gave h i m  t he 
s to ry .  A l though fake , the p i ctu res re ce i ved 
f ront  page cove rage ( 1 1 ) , des p i te t he fact  
that  a l oca l C rewe l ad h ad been k i l l ed i n  
No r t he rn I re l and wh i l s t on a tou r of duty  
an d det a i l s  we re p r i n ted i n  t he s ame i s s ue . 
The p r i o r i ty of s to r i e s may have been some­
wh a t  q ues t i on ab l e  b u t  the ed i to r kept h i s  
pa rt o f  t he ba rg a i n ,  even to the exten t of  
hav i n g t he expos u re p r i n ted  i n  the ' 'Man cheste r 
Even i ng News " ,  a move wh i ch was n eve r expect­
ed  ( 1 2 ) . 

A l t hough p re s s  an d rad i o  pub l i c i ty i s  
des i rab l e  fo r a U FO g roup , apa r t  f rom the  
man i pu l a t i ve a s pect s o f  s uch , the re i s  a 
dange r of ove r-expos u re and  s u bcon s c i ous  ef­
fec t s  on  the tes t i mony of  fu t u re w i t nesses . 

Take 1 9 7 7 , t he re was an eno rmous wave of  
s i g h t i n g s  w i t h i n  the Un i ted K i n gdom wh i ch 
we re w i de l y  repo rted i n  the p res s . Th i s  gen­
e ra ted a l ot o f  i n te re s t  a l l ove r the nat i on 
and  kept  the  pages o f  the n a t i on a l  news pape r s  
f u l l w i t h accou n t s  o f  s t range th i ngs  seen 
zoom i n g t h rough ou r s k i es ,  somet i mes l and i ng ,  
and somet i mes  d i s go rg i ng  t he i r "p i l ot s " .  

S uch w i desp read exposu re creates t he dan -
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ge r o f  t he pub l i c  s t a r t i ng to  
take t he U FO phenomen a  fo r 
g ran t e d  as  t he s u bj ect  be come s 
as s i m i l a te d  i n to eve ryday ex­
pe r i en ce .  The U FO cou l d ,  con ­
ce i vab l y ,  pas s ou t o f  f a s h i on 
as  a top i c  to be d i s cu s sed  and  
re po r t s  even t ua l l y be come so 
common p l ace t h a t  w i t n e s s e s  
m i g h t  n o t  even bo t h e r  to repo r t  

t he i r exp e r i en ce s t o  a U F O  g roup . 

I have come ac ro s s  w i t n e s s e s  who have 
had  to  be  coaxed i n to g i v i n g even ' the  mos t  
bas i c  s i g h t i ng de t a i l s  beca use t hey we re 
t h i n k i n g t h a t  i t  was a was te of t i me .  I n  
th e i r own m i n d s  t hey we re s ay i ng t ha t , 
a fte r a l l the  repo rt s t h a t  h ave a ppea red i n  
the pape rs ove r t h e  yea rs , n obody knows 
wh a t  i s  ca us i n g t hem , so noth i n g w i l l  come 
f rom my repo rt . G i ven t he p resen t s t a te 
of  u fo l ogy , t h i s  i s  a va l i d  as s umpt i on .  

I f , a s  Hy nek  s ay s  ( 1 3 ) , 1 1educa t i on ( o f  
t h e  pu b l i c ) i s  b ad l y needed beca u s e  o f  t he 
t remen do us  n u mb e r  of m i s con ce pt i on s . I f  
we cou l d  on l y  ed ucate  t he p u b l i c  . . .  we wo� l d  
p rob ab l y  h a ve l es s  t h a t  t h e  90%  o f  t he 
I F0 s 1 1 ,  t hen t he re a r i ses t he dange r of a 
gen u i ne c l os e  en coun te r go i n g un repo r ted 
beca u se t he w i t n e s s  wo u l d  neve r  be s u re i f  
wh a t  was seen was un u s ua l o r  othe rw i se !  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand , the p rev a i l i ng pu b l i c  
a� t i t ude to U FOs  and t hose who repo r t  t hem 
doe s  h ave an i n h i b i t i n g e f fect  on t he re­
po rt age o f  UFO i n c i den t s . 

Th i s  was made p l a i n  to me when I l ooked 
ove r t he re s u l t s  and con c l us i on s  of a 
s t udy of  peop l e ' s  a t t i t u de s to t he U F O  
phenomen a made by a l o ca l co l l eg e  s t ude n t  
( 1 4 ) wh i l s t p repa r i n g a s t udy p roj ect  on 
U FOs , i n  gen e ra l , for h e r  S E C - N a t i on a l 
cou rse  as ses smen t .  The q ues t i on s  of the  
s t u dy we re s e t  out  a s  fo l l ows : 

1 .  Age . 
2 .  Sex . 
3 .  Wh at do you unde r s t an d  by t he te rm U FO ?  
4 .  Have you eve r seen , o r  though t y o u  h ave 

seen , a UFO?  
5 .  I f  you  be l i eve that  you h ave o b se rved 

a U F O , p l ease g i ve any  det a i l s  t h a t  you 
remembe r .  

6 .  D i d  you repo rt  t he s i g h t i ng t o  any  of­
f i c i a l  or  uno ff i c i a l  sou rce ?  

] .  P l ea se s t ate  why yo u d i d /d i d  not  repo r t  
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the  obj ect . 
8 .  Do you t h i n k t he re a re any othe r fo rms o f  

l i fe i n  ou t e r  s pa ce ?  
9 .  The M i n i s t ry o f  De fen ce and  of f i c i a l  bod­

i e s i n  t he U . K . a re ve ry re t i ce n t  about 
i s s u i ng i n fo rma t i on rega rd i ng U FOs to any 
pe rson enqu i r i ng i n to  t he s ubj ect . Do 
you th i n k t he i r  p rocedu re i s  the co r rect 
on e? 

1 0 .  Have you s een any of  t he fo l l ow i ng f i l ms ?  

STAR WARS , C LOS E ENC OUNTERS O F  THE  TH I R D 
K I N D ,  STAR TRE K - THE  MOV I E ,  S U P E RMAN , 
A L l EN . 

1 1 .  Have any o f  t hese f i l ms ,  or  any othe r f i l m  
o r  book you have seen recen t l y ,  chan ged 
yo u r  op i n i on abo u t  U FOs ? 

1 2 .  P l ease  s t a te why t h ey changed you r m i n d .  
1 3 .  I f  you have a n  i mage o f  wh a t  you th i n k a 

U FO l ooks l i ke ,  p l ease d r aw i t .  

The se l ect i on came f rom one sma l l g roup 
of wo rke rs  and  d i v i ded i n to eq ua l numbe r s  of  
fema l e s and ma l e s - 1 0  fo r each  g roup - w i th  
ages rang i n g w i de l y  f rom 1 6  to 6 1  fo r bo t h  
sexes . 

Ou t of  t h i s  3 8  t h e re we re 1 0  who sa i d  t hey 
h ad s een a U FO , s u r p r i s i n g l y  i t  was 5 membe r s  
of  each sex . Fou r  s t a ted they we ren ' t  bo t h ­
e red enough to repo r t  i t ,  two gave t he i m­
p res s i on t h a t  t hey we re wa ry of  r i d i cu l e  
f rom o t he r peop l e ,  two dou b t ed t he i r percep­
t i ve powe rs .  O f  t h e  two who d i d  repo r t  wha t  
t hey h ad seen , o n e  j o i ned a l oca l UFO g roup 
s ho r t l y  a ft e r  a n d  the o t he r s t a t ed an i n t e r­
e s t  to see wha t i t  was s he s aw ,  an i n te res t 
wh i ch i s  c l ea r l y  exp ressed by t he maj o r i t y 
o f  UFO w i tnes s e s  I have had occas i on to i n ­
te rv i ew .  The 1 1 t i p-of - t he - i cebe rg' ' e f fect  i s  
appa re n t  h e re b u t  I do  not fee l i t  i s  so l e l y  
due to fea r o f  r i d i cu l e ,  a s  exp res sed by  
maj or  u fo l og i s t s i n  the  pa s t , b u t  to one of 
t h ree t h i ng s : 

1 .  Lack of  i n te re s t  on the w i tness ' s  be ha l f .  
2 .  Fe a r  o f  r i d i cu l e  (wh i ch i s  apparen t i n  

repo r ted cases ) . 
3 .  The expe r i en ce i s  so t rauma t i c  t h a t  t he 

w i t n e s s  p re fe r s to  fo rget  i t  eve r h appen ­
ed . 

The l a s t  reason doe s , I be l i eve , con s t i ­
t u t e  a ve ry sma l l p ropo r t i on o f  un repo r ted 
i n c i d e n t s  and was not i n d i ca ted i n  the s u rvey . 
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Be tween the two s exes t h e re 
a ppea red to be  d i ffe r i ng v i ew­
po i n t s  amon g s t s i m i l a r age­
g roups . The youn g e r  ma l es 
ten ded  to t reat  the  s ubj ect w iili 
r i d i cu l e ,  a l t ho ugh the  o l de r  
ma l es exp res sed a mo re sens i b l e  
a t t i tude . Ove r the ent i re range 
o f  fema l e  age  g roups  t he res ­
pon s e  was t he same , fa i r l y  rea ­

soned a n d  sens i b l e  rep l i es .  Why t hough , 
t h i s  d i f fe re n ce among s t  the  younge r age­
g roups o f  bo t h  sexe s ? l t  i s  p robab l y  be­
ca u s e  o f  the  we l l - known fa c t  tha t fem l aes 
tend  to ma t u re ea r l i e r d u r i ng a do l es cence 
a n d  the ma t u ra t i on does no t l eve l o u t  un t i l 
a do l es cence i s  ove r .  

l t  h a s  been s ugges ted to me that  the 
reasoned , un i fo rme d  res ponse  o f  the fema l e  
g roup i s  due to n a i vety abo u t  the  s ubj ect . 
Th i s  I doub t , the  s te reotype o f  woman ' s  
ro l e  i n  soc i ety  i s ,  r i gh t fu l l y ,  s l ow l y dying  
away . They a re ed uca ted on mo re eq ua l 
te rms than  i n  the  pas t , the t rend  be i n g 
away f rom the  t ra-d i t i ona l 1 1 fem i n i ne1 1 pu r ­
s u i t s .  M y  i mp res s i on ,  upon  g l a n c i ng a t  
t h e  res ponses i s  t ha t  the  fema l e  g roup we re 
l es s  a f fected b y  t he gene ra l hos t i l e c l i ­
ma te to t he U FO s ubj ect  t han  we re t he i r 
ma l e  co u n te rpa r t s . Due to the  ea r l i e r de­
ve l opme n t  of  the fema l e  i n t e l l ec t ua l  capa ­
c i ty fo r ma t u re an d rea s oned  t h i n k i n g .  Th i s  
has  been con f i rmed when l ec t u r i ng to both 
ma l e  and  fema l e a ud i ences  abou t U FOs ove r 
the l a s t  few yea rs .  

Wha t  became c l ea r  f rom t he above p roj ect  
( an d  the  s ke t ches  ma de t h e re to ) , an d  a co l ­
l ec t i on o f  s ket ches I have had  aud i en ces 
make on two' occa s i on s , �as t ha t  the re was 
a con s i de ra b l e  amoun t o f  p re concept i on s  i n  
the pu b l i c ' s  m i n d a s  to wh a t  a U FO ,  o r  
f l y i ng s a u ce r ,  wa s and  wha t  i t  s ho u l d  l ook 
1 i ke .  Two ques t i on s  t hen  came to m i n d :  

a )  Whe re do these non -w i t nes ses  g et the i r 
i dea s ?  

b )  C an a c t ua l  w i t ne s s b e  t ru s ted to g i ve 
an obj ect i ve p i c t u re o f  wh a t  they per­
ce i ved , when t he re may be  s uch m i s con­
cept i on s  h i dde n  away i n  t he i r m i n d ?  

The re a re va r i ous  ca u s es fo r these  p re ­
con ce p t i on s  a n d  t he ma i n  or�e i s ,  I fee 1 , the 
ext ra- te r res t r i a l  or  o u te r s pace t heory of 
o r i g i n wh i ch i s  b l a t an t l y ev i den t i n  the 

p re s s  repo rts  one reads  f rom t i me to t i me .  
A l though th i s  was t he on l y  con cept wh i ch was 
t reated se r i ous l y  d u r i ng t he 50s and 60s . 

Exp l an a t i on s , s uc h  a s  t h e  ETH , a re not 
new howeve r .  I n  the  pas t, any cu l t u re repo rt­
ed un usua l n a t u ra l  phenomena i n  te rms o f  i t s 
own my t ho l ogy and  techno l og i ca l  s t a t us . Thus  
mak i n g the phenomena  ea s i e r to unde rs tand  
and  mo re read i l y accept ab l e  to the popu l ace . 
H i s to ry abo un ds  w i t h n ume ro us examp l es .  Thun­
de r and  l i gh t n i n g we re both  he l d  to be t he 
soun ds  o f  the god s a t  wa r i n  va r i ous  E u ro- , 
pean cu l t u res , p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n  t he S can d i na¥­
i an coun t r i es .  Other  phenomenon have been · 

des c r i bed a s  1 1 f l y i n g s h i e l ds 1 1  o r  as  po r ten t 
f rom the  heaven s . Come t s  we re w i de l y  he l d  
to be  wa rn i ng s  o f  fo rthcom i ng d i s a s t e rs o f  
g rea t mag n i t ude . S o  i t  i s  today , w i t h  the 
popu l a r con cept  o f  wha t  U FOs a re .  

Man k i n d ha s taken the f i rs t fa l te r i ng 
s teps  i n to space on a j o u rney that  shou l d  be 
w i t hout  en d .  The re fo re ,  s ays pub l i c  op i n i on ,  
why not s pa ces h i ps a r r i v i ng on E a r t h ?  The 
i ma ge ry even pa ra l l e l s t hat  o f  o l den t i mes , 
the  p i l o t s  o f  s uch c ra ft e i the r  be i ng o f  
god l i ke coun tenance o r  l i ke den i zen s o f  Hades . 
A l way s u t i l i s i n g  techno l ogy we l l  i n  advance 
o f  that  used  by the  Ea rth  dwe l l e rs . 

The i n f l uen ce o f  f i l ms ,  te l ev i s i on an d 
books can no t  be un de r s t a ted here . Pa r t i cu­
l a r l y  i n  the  f i e l d  o f  adve rt i s i ng .  The f i l m  
1 1 C l ose  E n coun te rs  of  the Th i rd K i nd"  be i ng a 
case  i n  po i n t .  A l so ,  i n  re cen t  yea rs ,  pa r t i ­
cu l a r l y  s i n ce 1 97 7 , a maj o r  s i gh t i n g yea r fo r 
the  Un i ted K i ngdom , t h e re has been a ma rked 
i n c rease i n  U FO- re l a ted  mate r i a l  used to s e l l 
con s ume r goods . The se i n c l ude moto r ca rs , 
con fec t i one ry ,  c l ot hes an d the ove r - pop u l a r  
mashed po t a to adve rt i semen ts . A l l o f  t hese  
examp l e s g i ve p i cto r i a l rep resen t at i on s  o f  
U FOs  as  te chno l og i ca l , in te r s te l l a r mach i nes . 

The re fo re ,  to test t hese p reconcept i on s , 
6 1  peop l e  we re a s ked to "d raw wha t  you fee l 
a U FO l ooks l i ke1 1 •  The s amp l e  con s i s ted of  
the above-men t i oned  co l l ege p roj ect and  two 
other  s amp l es I had person a l l y  co l l ec ted f rom 
aud i ences p r i o r to g i v i ng a l ectu re on the  
s ubj ect . O f  t he 6 1 , 42 re s pon ded w i th t he 
fo l l ow i ng res u l ts : 

Ova l shape : 
S phe r i ca l : 
C i ga r :  
D i s c  

8 
8 
4 
4 

1 9 . 00% 
1 9 . 00% 
9 . 50% 
9 . 50% 

29 
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D i s c w i t h  cupo l a :  
Space ca ps u l e :  
F r i vo l ous  ( a l l ma l e ) : 

1 1  
1 
6 

42  

26 . 00%  
2 . 75% 

1 4 . 2 5% 

1 00 . 00% 

O f  the a bo ve s amp l e ,  24 had  e i t he r ,  o r  
bot h , w i ndows a nd doo r s  d raw on , t he maj o r­
i ty o f  these  be i ng on  t he d i s c w i t h  cupo l a  
type s ketches ; 1 6  had  l eg s  o r  o t h e r  p ro­
t ub e r a n ce s  d rawn on wh i l s t  on l y  6 had  some 
type of  rep resen ta t i on o f  rad i a t i on com i ng 
f rom t he obj ect , i n d i ca t i ng an  esote r i c  
p ropu l s i on s y s t em .  S i gn i f i can tl y ,  on l y  one 
obj e c t  had an occupa n t  d rawn i n  i t  (exc l ud­
i ng t h e  f r i vo l o us s k e t ch es ) . De f i n i te l y  an 
unde r l y i ng cu r ren t runs t h rough  th e re s u l t s  
- a  be l i ef i n  t h e  ext rate r res t r i a l  a n d  tech ­
no l og i ca l  rea l i ty o f  U FO s . 

The next  s tep  was  to compa re t he above 
s ket ches w i t h t hose out o f  t he l i te ra t u re 
to see i f  compa r i sons w i t h  "a ct ua l ' '  s i gh t ­
i ng s  ex i s ted . Fo r my t es t  s amp l e  I chos e 
fo u r  yea rs  of ' ' F l y i ng Sa u cer  Rev i ew' ' f rom 
1 968  to 1 9 7 1  i n c l us i ve .  The rea son fo r 
choos i ng t h i s  pe r i od wa s t h a t  i t  wa s s u i t ­
a b  1 y removed , i n  t i me ,  so  t h a t  t he s ub'j e c t s  
cou l d  no t h a ve a n y  con ce i vab l e  d i rect a c ­
ces s t o  t h e  s ke t ches w i t h wh i ch t h e i r own 
d raw i ngs  we re compa red . 

The c r i te r i a  fo r compa r i son was ve ry 
s t r i c t ,  the s ubj ect ' s  d raw i n g wo u l d  h a ve 
to be so nea r to an  F S R  s ke t ch , i n  s hape 
and  s u r face det a i l s ,  t h a t  i t  wou l d  appea r 
to a n  o u t s i de o b s e rve r to h a ve been made 
abou t t h e  s ame s i gh t i ng .  I n  fact , some 
came ve ry c l os e  to  be i ng  exact  rep l i ca s  i n  
one o r  two i ns t a n ces . 

O u t  of  t he 42 d raw i n g s , on l y  2 f r i vo l ous  
one  we re d i sca rded - t he o the rs  bea r i n g a 
rea sona b l e  s h ape - l eav i n g a te s t  samp l e  
of 40 . The n umbe r o f  F S R  s ket ches fo r the  
fou r yea r s  wa s 63 . 

The re s u l t s  we re t h a t  o u t  o f  the tes t 
samp l e of 40 d raw i n g s , 2 3  ( 5 7 . 5% )  me t the  
c r i te r i a  s t a t ed above . 9 ( 2 2 . 5% )  a c t u a l l y  
co r re l a ted  w i th  mo re t h a n  one s i g h t i n g and  
t h ere we re a to t a l  o f  3 8  co r re l a t i on s  a l ­
toget h e r . These b roke down i n to t he fo l ­
l ow i ng :  

1 5  D i s c a n d  cupo l a  
8 S phe r i ca l  
5 C i g a r  

30 

6 Ova l s 
3 Py ram i d - s haped 
1 D i s c 

38  Co r re l a t i on s  

F rom even t h e  above sma l l s amp l e ,  t h e re 
i s  a s t rong i n d i ca t i on of i n g ra i ned p recon ­
ce p t i on s  as to t he U FO phenomen a .  l t  i s  not 
w i t ho u t  s i gn i f i ca n ce t h at  d i s c and cupo l a  
s h aped obj e c t s  fea t u re h i gh l y  - t h i s  be i ng 
t he t ra d i t i ona l s h ape . 

I f  we take wh a t  the  f i gu res i n d i ca te , then 
i t  be come s appa re n t  t h a t  t h e re i s  a 66% chance 
o f  a w i t ne s s  hav i ng p recon cep t i ons  about  t he 
U FO phenomena and  i f  t h a t  w i t n e s s  i s  i n te r­
v i ewed by  a c l umsy i n ves t i ga to r  then any  ac­
coun t w i l l  be  g reat l y  co l ou red by the s u b­
con s c ious  be l i ef that  m i g h t  ex i s t i n  that  
w i t ne s s . 

The re fo re , to s um up t h e  res u l t s ,  i t  mu s t  
b e  rea l i s ed t h a t  i f  a l a rg e r  n umbe r of s i gh t ­
i n g s ke t ches f rom FS R h a d  been used  t hen the 
pe rcen t age of co r re l a t i on s  m i g h t  have been 
h i g he r ;  b u t  t he q u an t a t i ve amount of t hese 
i n  the te s t  samp l e  i s  secon d a ry to t he ma i n  
g i s t of  t he po i n t I ' m pu t t i ng fo rwa rd , wh i ch 
i s :  t h a t  because o f  t he cond i t i on i n g of t he 
pub l i c ' s  a t t i t ude s towa rds  t he UFO phenomena , 
w i tnesses cann ot  be re l i ed upon to g i ve an 
obj ect i ve a ccou n t of wha t  t hey have expe r i ­
enced . Because o f  t h i s  reason , a s ubs tan t i ve 
amoun t o f  s i gh t i n gs can be put down to p re­
con cept i on s  wh i ch come to t h e  fore when  a 
v i s u a l s t i mu l i i s  perce i ved . 

Tak i ng i n to accoun t t he s u r vey j us t  rev i ew­
ed , t hen i t  becomes obv i ou s  t h a t  the h i dden 
repo r t s  one hea rs so much about , t he " t i p  of 
t he i cebe rg" s i t ua t i on ,  w i l l  not be revea l ed 
by con s t an t pub l i c i ty i n  t he p res s . Any t h i n g 
s u bs t an t i a l w i l l  come fo rwa rd by t he remov a l  
o f  wha t  O r  Hynek ca l l ed t he " r i d i cu l e  ba r r i e r" 
( 1 5 ) . U n fo rtunate l y ,  the c l i ma te fo r t he 
remova l of  t h a t  ba r r i e r on l y  ex i s t s  now and  
aga i n  on a tempo ra ry bas i s .  

A d i re ct res u l t of t he 1 9 77 Un i ted Ki ng dom 
f l ap wa s t h a t  bot h  t he "Sun"  ( 1 6 )  and  the 
" Da i l y  Exp re s s "  ( 1 7 ) ran a se r i es on U FO 
cases . F rom a u fo l og i ca l  po i n t of v i ew bo t h  
se r i es fe l l s ho r t  i n  wh a t  t hey t r i ed t o  
ach i eve . 

F i rs t l y ,  t he Sun se r i es wh i ch had t he un ­
fo r t un a te t i t l e  "Wa tch  Ou t -rhe re"s  a U FO 
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A l t ho ug h  fea t u r i n g  n ume ro us  
B r i t i s h U FO cases  wh i ch m i g h t  not  
have come to  the  a t ten t i on o f  the  
p u b l i c ,  any t h i ng obj e ct i ve o r  
wo r t hwh i l e  was b u r i ed unde r an  
ava l an che o f  sen s a t i on a l i s t i c  

w r i t i n g and  the  p rom i nence o f  h ead l i ne s  
s u ch as  t hese : 

MY ST E RY O F  THE  S I LV E R  S PAC E BEAM , 
TH E STRAN G E  O N E S , 
THE  TA LL V I S I TO R , 
TH E ' ' S PAC EM E N 1 1 WHO HAUNT THE T E RROR 
TR I AN G L E , 
7 FT F I G URE HAD N O  FAC E .  

S uch j o u rna l es e  h a s  been the s tock- i n ­
t rade o f  Ame r i can p u l p magaz i nes  fo r yea rs .  
l t  was s a dden i n g to s ee t h e  s ubj e c t  t rea ted  
i n  s u ch  a fash i on . The S u n  tho ug h , i s  a 
popu l i s t news pape r and to g ra�  the  reade rs '  
a t t en t i on s u ch me t hod s , I s uppose , mus t be 
used . 

Take fo r i n s t an ce , t h e  h ead l i ne THE  
S PACEMEN  WHO HAUNT T H E  T E RROR TR I AN G L E ! 
E ve r  s i n ce t hat  a re a  a roun d Be rmu d a  be came 
no to r i ou s  fo r d i s a p pe a r i ng s h i ps and  a i r­
c ra f t  and  was n amed 1 1The Be rmu d a  T r i an g l e 1 1 •  
h a s  the  wo rd been u s ed . 1 1The We l sh T r i ­
an g l e1 1 ,  t he 1 1 G re a t  Lakes T r i an g l e 1 1 ,  t hey 
do not ex i s t except i n  t he i mag i n at i on o f  
sen s a t i ona l i s t i c  a u t ho rs . A s  a con ce p t  fo r 
s e r i ou s  resea rch t hey have no bas i s  i n  a c t u ­
a 1 i ty . 

The se rks in the Da i l y  Exp res s was t i t l ed 
1 1The  Ye a r of  the  U F0 1 1 a nd  was pub l i s hed a s  
a t i e - i n  w i t h  a pa ra l l � l  s e r i es fea t u r i n g  
t he C l ose E n cou n t e r s  f i l m . O n  t h e  who l e  
i t  t reated  t h e  s u bj ect much mo re s e r i o us l y  
an d fea t u red maj o r  cases  f rom home an d 
ab road . Examp l es be i ng t h e  T ra v i s Wa l ton 
abd uct i on case f rom Ame r i ca and t he mu l t i ­
p l e  w i t ne s s  case f rom B road Haven . He ad­
l i ne  capt i on s  we re l e s s  emot i ve i n  a l l re­
s pect s and  a seem i n g l y  pos i t i ve s tep was  
t he c rea t i on o f  t he 1 1 Da i l y  Exp res s  U FO 
Bu  rea u • • .  Re ade rs  we re i n v i t ed to send i n  
de ta i l s  o f  the i r s i gh t i ng s , rema i n i ng 
a nonymous i f  t hey w i s hed . About 4 , 000  ac­
coun t s  we re rece i ved and  these we re s p l i t  
be tween t he U FO I n ves t i g ators  Netwo rk ,  f rom 
t he no r t h  of E ng l an d , a n d  the B r i t i s h U FO 
Res ea rch  As soc i a t i on ,  cen t red i n  London , 
fo r fu r t h e r  a c t i on i f  neces s a ry .  

Des p i te t he h uge n umbe rs of  repo r t s  re­
ce i ved f rom t he pub l i c , t he atmos phe re of be­
i n g ab l e  to  te l l someone about ones s i gh t i n g ,  
i n  re l a t i ve s e r i ou s n es s , wa s un fo r tunate l y  
s ho r t - l i ved . Sen s at i ona l i s m  i s  fo r the momen t 
and  i s  not  a l on g  te rm concep t .  

A l though t he two s e r i es may have had  some 
i n i t i a l s u cces s  i n  a t t ra c t i n g U FO w i t nesses 
to  come fo rwa rd , they may have had  a negat i ve 
e f fect  i n  t he l on g  t e rm .  De s p i te the  l a rge 
n umbe r o f  s i g h t i n g s  i n  1 9 77 , and  1 9 78 to a 
l e s s e r deg ree , as  pub l i c i ty focused the 
pub l i c ' s  a t ten t i on on the  s ubj ect then  t he � 
repo rted i n c i den t s  s t a rted  to decrease . Take 
fo r i n s tance the expe r i en ce of  my own o rgan i ­
s a t i on ( FU FO R ) ; du r i ng 1 9 78 and  1 979 i t  h ad 
exce l l en t  cove rage i n  t he l o ca l  p res s , p l us  
an exh i b i t i on a t  a l oca l c i nema to t i e- i n  · 

w i t h  the  C l os e  En coun t e r s  f i l m , but  l es s  and 
l es s  s i gh t i ngs  com i n g i n .  

Apa r t  f rom the  pos s i b i l i ty d i s cu s s ed 
ea r l i e r i n  t h i s  pape r , t h a t  of  as s i m i l a t i on 
i n to eve ryday expe r i en ce ,  i t  cou l d  be t h a t  
b y  con s t ant  expos u re o f  U FO- re l a ted mate r i a l  
w i t h i n  the news pa pe rs , te l ev i s i on and  on the  
b i g  s c reen , t he med i a  i s  s t r i pp i ng away the 
mys t e ry o f  t he phenomena ,  by mak i ng i t  common ­
p l ace , be fo re i t  has  been so l ved . 

Un l es s  u fo l ogy s ta r t s  to ma i n t a i n  an  a i r 
of p rofes s i on a l  i sm ,  t h f s  cannot be avo i ded . 
The i nves t i gat i ve body mu s t  make s u re i t  has  
good l oca l  re l a t i on s  w i t h reg i ona l a u t ho r i t i es 
wh i ch bypa s s  channe l s  t h roug h the  med i a .  The 
i n ve s t i g ato r can t hen beg f n , hopef u l l y ,  to be 
seen as a sympa thet i c ,  open - m i nded i n d i v i d ua l 
who w i l l  take a w i t ne s s ' s  accou n t  se r i ous l y , 
a l t hough th i s  s hou l d  neve r be at  face va l ue .  
Th i s  i s  how the 1 1h i dden repo r ts 1 1  w i l l  come 
fo rt h , no t by a re l i a n ce on t he med i a  to do 
the wo rk  of t he U FO g roup , because t he accen t 
w i l l  a l ways be ton gue- i n - cheek . 
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FO RTEAN T I MES C De P t  O > :  9 6  M an s f i e l d  R o a d , Lon d on NW3 2HX , En� l an d .  

UFOs AND THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

- THE INSIDE STORY 

Thi s  h i story mak i ng ser ies of art i cles , by B i ll Chalker , appeared first in UFORAN {Vol - 3  
Nos - 2, 3  & 4}. 

We have , i n  stor age , a l i m i ted number of back i ssues of these three magazines. They are 
available for $ Aust 6 - 50, whi ch i n cludes postage and handli ng. Address your orders to : 
PO Box 229 , Prospect , South Australi a 50 82. 




