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BEHEMOTH: Loch Ness: Janet Bord has sent me an article by Steuart Campbell 
( "The key to the loch?", British Journal of Photography, 22. Sept.,p.12/13 ) 

in which he discusses waves mistaken for Nessie. He claims that many reports 
can be explained as waves and wakes left by passing vessels, and I agree. 
Among his examples are the 196o Dobbs sighting, the 196o Bruce Ing report, 
the 1933 Scot II sighting, and the 1955 McNab photo. "Wake effects are an im­
portant class of e�planation for reports of the Loch Ness monster. which, 
when added to the other explanations available, permit the claim that all 
reports of Nessie have an explanation within the bounds of present knowledge� 
he writes. I would add another godd example: the Goodbody report. At the end 
of 1933, he observed a many-humped monster during a snowstorm. He counted the 
number of humps, but never got the same count. This would be typical of a 
wake effect ( cf. J & C Bord: Alien Animals, Pb.,p.173 ) 
Wannsee, Berlin: The German tabloid Bild am Sonntag, 25. Sept, had a photo 
of a dummy monster in this Berlin Lake, with the headline: "How did Nessi 
( sic! ) get into the \Vannsee?" The 5o-yard serpent was part of a Scotland Fair 

in Berlin. For most Germans, Scotland and Nessi;; are almost synonymous. 
China: I've had several articles about Lake Hanas near Urumqi in North China. 
Now I have two more, both given, once again, different names and spellings. 
Das neue China ( 5/ 1988, p.9 ) reprints a Xinhua press release about Lake Laci­
kai, where a 1o yard, red fish is being hunted by scientists. ( rel�ased on 
August 9) China im Bild ( Nov 1988, p.1o /11 ) has an articly by Sun Guiqin and 
Sun Shuqing on Lake Kanas. This definitely is the same L�ce Hanas in Xinjiang 
that made headlines two years ago. Again the monster, a 1o yard, 2 to 3-ton 
fish, is mentioned It says scientists think it is a eiant Hucho taimen ( Chi­
nese or Latin name? ) , but that the biggest one spotted by scientists in the 
lake was only 4 yards in length. A fine colour picture shows the lakP. and 
the wooden pavillion from where tr;e fir s t sightings were rnade two sur,lmers ago 
Switzerland: In lake Lugano, ��·veral r,eople observed a big water serpent, 
described as cobra. There were several_ sightings, two different accounts that 
mentionPd its death (heing S"\.val J ov;�rl 1- :r n. swan in one ) , and many reports in 

Swiss papers. It's not very clr>ar if the whole thing was a rumour, or if 
there was really an e sca ··ed pet s8rpent. ( Basler Zeitung, 23. Aug.,Neue Ztir­
cher Zeitunc, 24 . .:\ug,p.9d, Glarner 1\a c hrich t en, 15 C:ct. ) If I fin d time, 
I'll try to r e con s tru ct the 0vent. 
Swi tz Pr l an d : Lago ,\ ;aggior c , in German .l.angensr:0, Has rnentioned as the home of 
a mons t Pr hy Costello, and, recently, in th0 Glarncr N ach richten, 15. Oct. 

According to the article, giant fish l1ave been caught in the lake. One was 
lat er identified as silurus c,-lanus, or catfish. This is the old ca n dida te for 
:·=uro} ean la]((; monster, and. may be the only spncies responsabl for these re­
ports. TJ1c sam0 ar tic ] (� also tlle'·tions the "giant rat " caur;ht near the border 
to Italy. It has no1.v been irl.Pn tifi ed as l\u tria ( _\:yocas tor coypus ) . Thes 0 
ani 1nals are k<�pt in fur ·farms, and one escap('d and cro�sed the border to 
21witzerland, where it \-vas L.illerl and Tllade headlines. ( l"or the Swiss news, 

crr:>di ts to Andreas ''rot tmann and Luc rr re-in ) . 
Taiwan: Accorclin& to thr� Frr:>f' CJ:ina Journal, 1R. Aug·,p.J, August is tbe f11onth 
w},en gJ-,o s ts roan• Taiv.1�1n: "a �-3\v'i 'mer n1ay bo droGg•<i t:ndr:rwatr:r by a water 
g h os t" • _-; o far no cast :a i it i" s r � r· or t r:� d • 

I�31S: Hook: ·:J aine ·,:orr�an 's hoo}: on water apes ( "TJlP Aqua tic Are" ) has benn 
rubJ ished in Ger::;an ( "K i nder cl es C'7ceans '' , G<'ldr·•ann, '·ur'icl-' ) - accorrlinp; to 
:-."Clrg-an, man had an aq11ati_c past. Tl:is would. nicely expl ain the Alllerican 
aquc .. tic )asqu:-t tch, d e s c rip ; d by ColeP1an, and probably ev0n ' � 'ermaids. Vr,ry in­
terestinp,·. ( '!ore about ":�quatic apes" in the Listener, 12. :-:ay 196o,by A. 

Pardy, \vith l etter s in tll0 :-iay 19. edition on C n.nn es and yetis ) . 
Bi;edia: I've rnnntioned Fran coi s de :-:larre and his irlcas about human evolution 
in Bilk 21. oarre no\v procl u c �· s a beautiful con:puter-sct magazine, called Bi­
pedia, \vi th articJ es in l�ngl ish nnd J.l'rencll ( ahstra�ts in i·�nglish ) . Sonte as­
rects of his theory are relevant to � q u atic cryptozoology - for exan,ple - are 
there marine ho.·:.inirls? Subscrir.tion is � 15 or FF loo, and T 3i p e dia is pub­
lisl;ed by the Centre d'eturl··s et rle recherches sur la biped.ie initiale ( CER­
BI), BJJ 65, o6o22 �ICr·� cedex, F'rance. I can r�colilmelld it. 
Genc�ral: G n rar d van Leusden has sent me an article in Dutch on mermaids. It i 



• "Paraisie", Aug 1988,pp.28-33. It seems to be pretty complete, with psycholo­
gy, sightings, Lehn' s mirage theory, etc, included. Author is flans van Kam:)en 
title: Het: geheim van de Z·?emeermin { The Secret of the 1'-'lerman ) . 
Lizard Han: The most recent INFO Journal has an adventure report on the ob­
servation of li�ard man-like creatures in Virginia. Lizard �!en are also a 
part of Edgar Dacque's theory of evolution, which I will describe in one of 
the next issues of Bipedia. I was also ren1inded of Karel Capek's intelligent 
newts, and Lovecraft 's newt-men in �1assachusetts { both are fiction ) , and the 
lizard men depicted on the faked "Inca-Stones of Ica", which have been men­
tioned by all ancient astronaut-theorists, like Daniken, Charroux, Benitez. 

LEVIATHAN: Wales: The \velsh lea therback turtle, mentioned in last Bilk, was 
actually caue-ht off Harlech, in the very region of Barmy, the \velsh sea 
monster - another mystery gone. In all reports I have, biologists wondered 

about how the turtle g ot there, even thoug h these turtles frequently come to 
Britain (where they are often confused with "sea monsters", like the one off 
Soay ! ) Sources: Rheinpfalz, 28. Sept., Rhein-Zeitung, 2R. Se pt. , p. 4bc, Basler 
Zeitung (credit : Luc BU rein ), 2R. S ept. 
Sel lafield : Accordin r,- to a radio station (HR 1, 23. Aug ) people have observed 

sean:onsters off the Sellafield coast in En gland. This is wr1ere the notorious 
r isky nuclear �lant stands. I've not heard the report n�self, so I cannot 
voucb for it. It was probab l y a mi s un derstan ding, as def ormed fish are regu­
larily fished in the Irish Sea - prbably they were r eferrin e to that. 

KRAlOSN: Newf oun d l and :  A 5-tnan exp , ! dition will go hunting for giant squids 
in a mini su1:marine in Bonavis ta Bay, NF. Biologist Fred Aldrich of the Memo­
ria] Un ivers ity in St. John s, NF, wants to he th e first to observe living 
squid s of that size. The exp Pdition, part of the National Georgraphic Socie­
ty, dived in the middle of Kov ember, I've no t yet read of any results. In 
O ctober and r-:ovember of the past fP.w y(!ars, gian t squidsl1ave been spotted in 
the bay. The biologists used t una as bait, and even tried to capture a giant 
squid alive and brin g it to Saint Johns. Thoy l1ad a net for it. 62-year old 
Aldrich said it was his dr c an 1 for 25 years to catch one • • •  ( Frankfurt er Allge­

meine Zeitung, 1o. I\'ov, p.9a) 
Greece : Tim Seve r j :r: The ·��UPS t for Ulys s es, in : I'\ a ti or..al Geo{]:ra pl1 i c, Aug 1 9R6 
pr. 197 - 225, id en ti:fic!S Scylla 1 s Cave wi tr1 LeuJ<:as, Gre r:>ce, wr!ere he found 
:�:odern legends about lantias ( lJ alf serpent, half wo1nan ) , and a mysterio us­
looking cave. 

USUS: Jupit er Jo urnal, a Swiss l\:r-w Age /Ufolot:;y-magazine, I\'r. 6, 8/1988,p.?, 
had an article on USO� in the Arn ;�,_zonas ;(iver. AccordinG to the Lima, Peru­
news;- aper Hoy, 6. �-!arch 88, th ere is a Cententerio de l ;Jiabolo ( :)evil's Ceme­
tary) in the A ' 1 1azor.as t{iver, where TJfos l1av0 an und r:r, vat �?r basis. Sightings 
are said to be an (\vcryday-event in the rAgion. Ufo lo gy is very popular in 
Latin Atilerica, and it app · ars as if they are developing their own Devil 's 
Triangle myt}J there. 

WHALES: - d o lp hins accon1pany shipwrocked sailors, Indonesia, 14. Nov, west of 
Java ( _F'rankfurter i\.llgemeine Zei tung, 18 Nov, p. 9a). -dol ph in observed in 
Hantbur� Harbour ( r<.hein-Zeitung, 6 • .Dec,p.4a). - whale stranding at Augusta, 
P0 rth, Australia. 37 whales w ere rescued, , but returned t o land (Saudi Gazette 
3 Oct,p.4a; Arab News, 5 Oct,p.1a) . T his is a very popular spot for beached 
whales. - So whales beached at Mangawhai, Auckland, NZ ( Si;ddeutsche Zei tung, 
29 Oct ) - 3 whales trapperl in ice off Alaska, and attem:-·ts to rescue them: 
Arab News, 26 Cct,p.?, 27 Oct, :;.Sef;Saudi Gazette, 25 Clct & 27 ()ct,p. 4abc; 
llhein-Zeitung, 29 Oct,p.Sabc & 31 C c t,p . 4ab; Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 
29 Oct; S-L i dd eutsche Zeitung, 29 Oct; N('ue Ziircher Zeitung, 1. Nov,p.Sc; ABC, 
:·:adrid, 3o Oct , p.66; and many more ) - sperm whale off Cape Ferrat, France 
(Nice- ��artin, 22. Se pt & 23. Sept) . - attack by killer w hales on sailing 

ship: Th e Times, 15 . .June, p . 4 7. 

SH_,\RK ATTACKS: great white at tacks off Oregon: Arab News, 26 Oc t, p. 2of ; off 
Sout h Africa, on Oct 1o: Sandi Gazette, 8 Cct,p.Sh. 

RIVt��? CULT: The Daily Te legraph ( SPpt 5, p.Jcde ) l1ad an article on a Celtic 
river cult. The Thames between Oxford and Lf•ndon \vas between 12oo BC an d So 
_A1) "a place of buria l " . Prof Richard Bradley, R('ading UTliversity, said: "The 
c onnection between death and watery places went hacl< to the S Lc>nr Ae;e". Many 
monsters surely start ed as :<.iver Spirits, and have now been updated to rPal 
"la�(e serpents". .J 


