-

~vmv(mn\‘n . []“,';;Z:vf/mlw-. ’D;V'r':nnh This is BILK L&Z, July 1991, BILK
: N ., . : S is published bi-monthly by Ulrich
' ANEUSS Magin, Stuhlbruderhofstr. 4,
7/3 ADAC) N N N 6704 Mutterstadt, Germany. Subs
> X _d,mmmkw o ~ i cost DM 15 for 6 issues, cheques
ﬁfﬂ%&ix\£ . v drawn in foreign currencies cannot
=, ~mm,~\\ be accepted,
/' , N This is an issue of BILK full with
e water monster news - and I hope an
. upmmmt/,Km‘%_ ' o inspiring read for your summer
- vacations, Keep one eye open for
the beasties, just in case.,..
And remember, your news and views
are always welcome!

M W

NEUKCHN.

Gutivath \ \ Fruhy
AN U w4

AIE 15N

Behemoth: ¢
e Germany: Sometimes we have unusual water life here as well. On the
map to the upper left, you see that a part of Diisseldorf is called...
BILK! I was unaware of this when I chose the name, which I came across
while leafing through a dictionary., It meant "to cheat" and gave a
fine acronym for lake monsters, so I used it. Now, close to Bilk, on
June 6, a 3.6 m crocodile named Ali escaped from the Renz Circus in
Diisseldorf while on a promotion walk on the Kdonigsallee, the main
street of the city. The 6o-year old reptile jumped into a water-filled
ditch in the middle of the "Ko" where it was caught by Renee Renz,
junior chief of the circus. He dragged the 200 kg Ali out of the cold
water, says the Siiddeutsche Zeitung, June 7, p.48b. 25 years ago, a
beluga whale in the Rhine, which swam up to Coblentz, made headlines
all over the world. The creature was first mistaken for a monster,
but finally chased by journalists, zoo fanatics and the police., Two
weeks later, the weak animal returned to the north Sea. There were
rumours at the time it had not been a visitor, but had been washed
from a ship in the Channel (Rheinpfalz, 27 May). In 1987, a seal was
repeatedly seen in the Rhine close to my home at Ludwigshafen., Nobody
ever found out where it came from or went to, or if it existed at all.
I wrote an article about that for "Le Clin d'Oeil", which have sent
me the proofs, though I do not yet know when it will be published.
Incidentally, seals have also been seen in Loch Ness and Lake Champlai
as I point out in the article.
e Rock Lake, Wisconsin: Fortean Times 57, p.42, has an interesting
report on 19th century sightings of a lake monster in Wisconsin., Ag
I have already mentioned several times in Bilk, Rock Lake also houses
two sunken pyramids, a kind of inland Atlantis. Here we have the
dragon again, guarding sunken treasure. Walter Langbein, who propo-
ses the Rock Lake Pyramids were built by Ancient Astronauts, repeats
an earlier article of his on this topic in a booklet called "Mythen
und Wirklichkeiten", which appeared in February published by Georg
Schulz of Bremen. I have an article on Ufos and Sea monsfers in it
as well, which is based on my series for the INFO Journal.
e Bibliographies: - Sightings of Nessie and sonar contacts, and Bol-
eskine House at Loch Ness for sale: Janet Bord in her news from Bri-
tain in Strange 7, p.3o. - A cartoon by your editor on Meurger's
ideas, Strange 7, p.45. A possible hump sighting from Fort Augustus in
August 1990, see Nessletter 101, p.2. Nessletter is always an interes-
ting read.
e Exhibition: Sheila O. Barrera currently has an exhibition of her
artwork showing lake monsters, from June 30 to Sept 4, at Les Malamut
Art Gallery, Union Public Library, in Union, New Jersey. Perhaps some
of my American readers might be interested in this one. Sheila has
sent me samples of her artwork, it is what we here call "naive art",
nice and colourful settings with fairy tales sea monsters,

ISTS:
® Nicaragua. At E1 Palicio pond near Matagalpa, fishermen saw a "large
hairy agile humanoid" emerge from the water in August 199o0. Some wit-
nesses said he had horns, others oberved a "snake with a very braad




head" - so what are we dealin with here? An aquatic, unidentified& ape
as the ones suggested by Loren Coleman in his Curious Envounters? An
aquatic Bigfoot? A lake monster? Or a vision od the devil? Or - and
I wonder why nobody has suggested this so far - an alien from outer
space? Fortean folklore tends to merge motifs, in this case, the de-
vil, the merman and the lake monster. The Locals believed it was one
of their goblins, by the way (Fortean Times 57, p.23).
e Bibliography: - Meurger on modern reports of Orkney merman (Fortean
Times 57, p.23). -Orinoco merman (Strange 7, p.57). - An opera based
on the European Melusine tradition, composed by Aribert Reimann
(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 24 May, p.35). -An interpretation
of the Pascagoula Ufo and the two creatures in it as a big fish with
mermaids and the eye of God in the very interesting anthology by Dennig
Stillings: Cyberbiological Studies of the Imaginal Component in the
UFO Contact Experience (St Paul MN: Archaeus Project 1989: 108 -
12&). This book has much of interest for forteans and cryptozoologists,
and I find the method of Jungian interpretation of fortean events
yields wvaluable insights into the meaning of the experience.

LEVIATHAN:
e Turtle rescues: In the last Bilk, following a recent account of a
giant turtle that rescued a fisher- /
man, I promosed I would present /
earlier variations of this tale.
Now, here they are: one was men- é
tioned in Fortean Times 53, p. 18,
and Bilk 30, from May 1989, off 7
the Philippines., Two still ear- &
lier versions are mentioned in
Rickard/Michell's Living Wonders
(German edition, p. 221), one from
June 1974, also from the Phili-
Ppines (which I have from the Siid-
deutsche Zeitung, 2 June 1974),
and one from August 25, 1969,
off Central America (I think T
have a clipping for this, but T
can't find it right now). Do giant
marine turtles rescue Philippine fishermen on a global level, or is
this only marine foaflore? I also recall that in some eastern cosmo-
logies, the world lies on the back of a holy turtle.
e Strange Whales: Michel Raynal has sent me an important article of
his, from the journal "'TAquatic Mammals", 17.1, 31-36., Co-authored
with Jean-Pierre Sylvestre, he looks into sightings and folktales
of whales with two dorsal fins, some of the material taken from Heuvel S
mans sea serpent book. They list following reports: 1814, Rafinesque-
Schmalz; 1819, Quoy and Gaimard; 1857, Jonathan Couch; 1867, E. H,
Giglioli; 1898 Lily, 1983, Mediterranean. Sea, The 1898 Lily report
rather refers, I believe, to a basking shark, like 4o % of all
Scottish sea serpent stories, but Raynal and Sylvestre no doubt have
established a good case for a real-1life whale with two dorsal fins,
e Fiji Islands: Some Bilks ago, I mentioned that the carcasses of
three "prehistoroc animals" had been videotaped in an underwater cave
in Fiji. Now several fortean publications have different press reports
on this case, but from the info I now have it is still difficult to
evalute the affair. Perhaps some enterprising cryptozoologist will
analyse the tape, or, better still, get the creatures., Clippings on
the Fiji sea monsters can be found in Strange 7, p.42, and Science
Frontiers 75 (Nay-June 1991), P.2.
e Bibliography: - Strange 7, p.48, revealed -almost as if it were
universally known- in a review of a book on scientific hoaxes that
the three sea serpent sightings reported by the Mauretania in 1934
at the hayday of the Loch Ness monster, were press hoaxes, That is
pew to me, but hardly surprising, as in 1933/34, I have found 150
British sea serpent sichtings, almost one every 4 days - and most




sounded suspiciously like hoaxes, though TI'd guess some 80 % of the
overall reports were easily identitiably as sharks, whales, and in
one case - barnacles! Heuvelmans was able to conventionally identify
one of these loaxed creatures, which again shows that you cannot
apply "scientific cryptozoology" to fiktion and folklore. Cryptozoolo-
gists should read more Ufo-literature ,just to realize the size of
mistaken identity cases and the heavy emotional and image-distorting
retelling of such experiences. - On May 28, German TV showed an Ameri-
can movie of 1965, directed by Andrew Marton, called Around the
world under the sea. This movie hac a sea serpent attack on a submarine
as one of the special effects, it was rather poorly executed with
a model-sub and a muraena,

KRAKEN: .
e Film taken! My TV-magazane (Gong, Nr. 24, 1991) had a short des-
cription of the documentary "Abenteuer Forschung" which was said to
include a programme on "Giant squifls, A camera crew found a giant
squid with an arm span of nearly 7 metres. Is the 'devil fish' really
dangerous?". This is all, but it appears that a giant squid has
actually been filmed - I could give yvou more infos, but the scheduled
date of the documentary (June 20) also saw the heatcd debate in the
Federal Diet on the future capital of Germany (which will be Berlin),
and so, the documentary was not shown,..
e "First Jaws, now Beast", runs a news story in the Saudi Gazette
of June 3, p.16: "New York, Sun, (AP) Almost 20 years after Peter
Nenchley's Jaws kept some people away {rom the beaches, the author
has created a fictional 1oo-foot-long (35 metres) squid that makes the
great white shark seem relatively innocuous., 'This animal is off the
scale', Benchley told USA Weekend about Beast a novel due out next
month., Squids live in deep water off the East coast and can grow to
50 feet (17 metres). Beast raises envirommental questions about out-
of-balance oceans in which sperm whales, the giant squid!s only pre-
dator, have becn thinned by commarcial whaling"., Tf this novel makes
more people awvare of the ongoing slaughter of Whales, it will be a
good thing., And, who knows, perhans we will also get an increase in
big squid reports, or even our f{irst lake-architeuthis stories,
e England: The Rheinpfalz (May 2&) has a Reuter freport on an invasion
of the British Channel by octopi. Tt says dangerous octopi pest the
"oily waters" and refers to this proliferation of "kraken", as octopi
are called in “erman, as their third population explosion, I secem to

recall similar news stories last year, bmt it were monster octopuses
then (T think there was one monster octopus story fron that time in
one of the last Fortean Times as w:11l) - Read your old Bilks and you

get the full siory. The Rheinpfalz report was also in the Siiddeutsche
Zeitung, May 29, p.G6ub,

USOS :
e Ghost ship: On May 12, the German TV channell ZDF had a programme
called "Abente:ier und Legenden: Mit Nolf Pfliicke an der Magellan-
strafle" ., Pfliigec rode on horseback through Patagonia, visiting the
fjords and icy lakes and desolated pampa. One ranchero, while they
were riding to Chiloe Island, told him the story of the Caleuche
(which is also mentioned in Meurger's Lake Monster Traditions). The
Caleuche is an ancient sailing ship which only appears (briliantly
lighted) when the wind is still an¢ the sea calm. Whoever sees it
will be drawn into the open sea, even against his or her will and
has to drown. As the farmer pointed out, thousands of people have
already seen the ship. Now, if those who see it must drown, who re-
ports the sightings? The Caleuche, like the Kraken and the sea ser-
pent and the mermain, and myths rationalizing and explaining why
people drown. I quoted a similar ghost ship legend from Amazonia in
my INFO article. This ghost ship was able to transform into a sea
serpent, by the way, something not known of the Caleuche.,
e Light Wheel: According to a report in the Peiner Allgemeine Zeitung
of January 26, 1979, reprinted in the CENAP Report May 1991, p,.26,
"in October 1977 the Soviet scientific vessel 'Vliadimir Vorobiov'




encountered a circle of light in the Indian Ccean., It had a diameter
of 150 to 200 metres and was emitted by amn unidentified object 20 met-
tres below, The sea was 200 metres deep at the point, The whole crew
of the ship suffered from depression and anxieties after the encounter,
Their report was submitte! to the section for underwater sciences of
the Institute of Oceanology." Here, once again, we have one of the
underwater lightwheels, a rare natural phenomenon. Fort collected some
20, and in the 1960os, a German scientist published some 150 stories.
Since then, T've been able to add a dozen more from own research (one
sighting appeared in the Times.in 1936 or around) and Science Frontiers
e Bibliography: meteor falls into the sea off Land's End, Cornwall,
in February 1910, see Fortcan Times 57. Myself on Ufos, USOs and sea
serpent and how they might all be different interpretations of the
same natural phenomena or processes in the brain, see note in the Be-
hemoth section, CENAP Report June 91, p.33, has a story on the "First
World UFO Congress" in Tucson, Arizona, in May 91, One of the speakers
scheduled was oneSwedish named Helge, who was abducted and brought
to an alien submarine base off the Bahamas, [Ffunnily enough, in my
book on abductions (due in 3eptember) T pointed out that belief in
the Bermuda Triangly myth early in the 197o0s supported indirectly
the notion that Ufos do abduct humans, and now I see both myths 1linked
so simply by a clever contactee... If you recall how humanoids often
appear frog-like or have webbed fingers, you realize that the whole
Bermuda Trinagle/ abduction/ unidentified submarines-business has a
direct meaning for what simple minds like to call "research into un-
known aquatic creatures", Alas, it's not that simple, and we enter
a complex system of myths, folklore, irrational beliefs, salesmenship
and sometimes real phenomena when we research "water monsters" - what-
ever theyv are,.

CRYPTOZOOLOGY :
e Tf T seem to lean heavily on the opinion side this Bilk, it is why
because I hhave so many intcrcennected data, Put now, even though it
interests me only marginally, some strait cryptozoological news:
- yeti: According to a report in the Gong, NXr. 22, 1901,p, 12, a
female reporter of the ZI'" will accompany Italian mounteneer Rein-
hold Messner on his plann~d expedition to find and prove the yeti.
The report is very badly written, it appears ithat on May 13 (1992?)
Messner will go to Bhutan to film a yeti.
- Tasman tiger: A report in the Rheinpfalz on June 11 says that a cab
driver inTasmania saw one of the creatures and police have started
a search for the poor thing. Rather naively, and unaware of the long
tradition of such sightiir~ss, the AP story concludes that the thylacine
is not egtict, as hnd been thought before. I hope the wolf is still
alive, and if it is, it will not be peated by journalists and tourists|

MADTINE LIFE:
e A I'rench tanker collided with a whale in the Atlantic Ocean. The
20 tonnes carcasses was unnoticed until the ship came into Nantes
harbour. Shows you something about modern shipping! (Rheinpfalz, May
15).

NEW MAGAZINE:
Gerry Lovell, 8 St., John Street, Wells, Somerset, BAS 1SW, England,
now exchanges "Annals of the Enquiring" with “ilk. Annals are a 24-
page mag full with tiny notes on fortean haprenings, little of them
really new and many from the fortean books. I regret that sources
are seldom given, Vol 2, 2 has reports on the Valhalla sea serpemt
(p. 16) and the African dinosaur (p.19). As the one I have is the
only issue I know, I can't really judpge, but with sources giveh anrd
new and newly researched matcrial instead of he old stories we all
know from the sensational fortecan bestsellers, this could be a very
good addition to the fortecan literature,

4 pages of BILK should be more than you can stand (when I think of all
the typos... but then, I do it in my free time and sometimes quickly),
so I come back in September, Have your sciccors ready when you read
the paper and enjoy the summer,




