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BEHEMOTH 
• Lake Van, Turkey: The "Nannheimer Morgen", in its July 27 issue (p.22) 
had a report by its Turkish corresponctent Baha Glingor on the monster 
of Lake Van in Anatolia. You may remember that Peter Costello had al­
ready speculated in his book that Van may have a lake monster - so ''ere 
it comes: Last year many local Turks had observed a monster in Lake 
Van. There was great exitement, and the tabloid "Hlirriyet" asked 
experts on their opinion and Turkisch and foreign TV-crews didn't 
count costs to come to the lake. Lake Van in Anatolia is a salt-water 
lake, has 86oo squarekilometres, 172o m above sea-level, up to loo m 

deep, and a centre for tourists and fishermen. Witnesses reported in 
front of t he cameras that the monster had reared its head out of the 
water, looking for victims. The semi-official news-agency Anatolia killed 
now, says the paper, the story, on July 26. At Edremit, a small village 
in Van province on the border to Iran, 14-year-old Semih Aliriz "solvedw 
the mystery. "I heard at the beach that the monster had been seen 
again. I saw something move in the water, but this was no monster. 
I salvm towards it and I \vas right - it was a� air-filled matress". 
Aliriz pulled the mattress ashore and became a celebrated hero, while 
police officials found the matress was sieved with hundreds of gun 
balls which had been fired at the monster. The modern dragon slayer -
killing a matress. It is funny to see once more a typi�al fortean end 
for a mystery story: in 199o, hundereds of people see a monster. In 
1991, a boy finds a floating matress, which had been mistaken for a 
monster by some. Conclusion: the monster of 199o was a metress, too. 
The producer of this matresses could promote his products referring 
to their ability to stay afloat for more t han a year. I find such a 
matress a monster in itself,but who cares? We got the solution! Simi­
larly, we had an Australian movie by Brian Trenchard-Smith, 1985, on 
an Australian lake monster in our TV on July 24. Thi s one ( fictional ) 
turned out to be an old mining machine. 
• Lagarflot/Logurinn, Iceland: This is one of the famous monsters, 
but all accounts of it refer to the material Daring Gould collected 
in the 19th cen t ury. I now have a story, or mention, of it in VI:Q 
sem fljugum - Icelandair Inflight Magaz;ne, vol.1, 199o, p.24. The 
article says: "The Lagarfljbt River runs by Egilsstadir, a river to 
which many rumors and stories are attached. It is said that there is 
a huge worm-shaped animal in the river, but so far there exists no 
confirmatio n of it ever having been seen!" Oh • • •  if no-one ever saw it, 
hoH corne there a legends? 
• Loch Kess: Sometime ( June-Ju l y 91 ) the "l'1annheimer l'"Ior{;"en" had a 
report by Klaus Kampgen on "Project Urquhart", the newest attempt to 
get the monster. Neil Chalmers, director of the l\luseum of Katural 
History, sairl it was am az i ng how little we knew about the Loch. Even 
if the expedition didn't rind �essie, there would still be ple nty 
o.f other mysterious water li f'e ren1ain to be discovered - like algae and 
1vorms. The project, co-sponsered by the Hoyal Scottish Society for 
Geography, will last rour years and will include an accurate mapping 
of the lake bottom. The last large scienti.fic exploration of the Loch 
h'as in 19o8 ( see results reprinted in :--rackals book } , and Chalmers 
pointed out, "it is high time for a scie n ti fic exploration of Loch 
Xess which mny enable us to understand and prote c t the lake". And 
Kick \vi tchell, nRC anouncer, :�ess; e aut hor and project member, commen 
ted: ".ve bel ieve Loch �ess r;Just finally be seriously investigated, 
not by publicity seekers, but hy scien�lsts. �roject Urquhart doesn't 
believe in a mo nster, Dut there are some interest i ng observations 
which need explanation". The Teue Hevue, a German tahloids specialized 
in pictures o.f nac1ted \'.'"omen, ha'' an articl e on Nessie in Nr. 25/ 1991, 
which .r don't have m but letters re feri ng to the article were in I'�r. 
29, July 12, p.66, which I have. They refer to the book by Jipp, which 
I alrearly mentioned in Bi l k J8. I now have a copy� and the book is 
one of the useless ones, takinc; as sources on a collection of 6o 
press cl ipri ngs about t11e Loch from 1 96o - 9o, many on the 1 972-pix 



and deepscan. Only o.f interest .for those who collect everything. And 
Hith only l oo pp. with little or no new Lnrormation, it is very ex­
pc n s i ve • ( K ar 1- Ern� t J i pp : KE.S SI E - D as R �et t se 1 v on Loch Ne s s • S tu t t -
gart: Dertelsen Verlag 1989, 1o1pp, 2J.8o DH). 
• Venezuela: I have mentioned dinosaurs on the Auyan Tep+ui repeatedly 
in Bilk. Xow, a new expedition, including biologist Armando Michel­
angeli and Uwe George was or1 the Tep6y where Michelangeli had seen 
a dinosaur swimming in a lake and found three-toed footprints some time 
aga ( a sichting by Laime Alexandro, a local farmer, was in Bilk some 
years ago ) . The expedition didn't catch a monster, but founrl a small 
lizard-like creature they thought might be its young (GEO Dec 9o,pp. 
14 - J7 ) . Pity for the brave cryptozoologists: GEO Feb 9o, p. 6, had a 
letter by Dr Andreas Schltiter, who identiries the young dinosaur as 
�eusticurus, a small lizard common in South America. Terra X, a German 
TV serial on secrets of lost civilizations, has also sponsered an ex­
pedition "to the table mountains of Venezuela, which may be the home of 
the last dinosaur." All reports on these table mountains stress its 
remoteness, but Bild, 22. - 27. July: airplane desaster as plane on 
a sightseeinG trip for tourists crashes against S alto Angel on the 
Tepui: tourist flights, we learn, leave Venezuela each day to fly over 
the mountains. 

ISIS: 
e Nordlingen, Germany: CENAP Report, July and Aug 91, has a report on 
a German UFO sighting. Several people, in July 1984, saw a ball-like 
Ufo hovering over ¥ field of creals. A focus-like object opened like 
a window, and insirte were "two strange creatures which looked like 
.fish. The walked erect, but their bodies had jerky motions. Their heads 
and hands moved apruptly anci they made a lcind of 'nose kiss' like the 
eskimos." Jo seconds later, the focis closed again, and the ball, which 
had hieroglyphic inscription, vanished. CEXAP identifies this one as 
a balloon - but this may only explain the trigger, and hardly the 
experience. But, once again, we note mermaid-like creatures piloting 
the spaceships. 

KHAKEN: 
• The German feature film of a movie taken of a giant octopus ( see 
last Bilk) was rescheduled for June 26, but again - not screened. 

USO: 
• Barrier Islands, Florida: Allegedly, in 1978, Ed Waiters was abduc­
ted by a USO off �lorida. He went fishing in a boat, when he felt 
his canue scatching over some metallic object under water, He then 
saw a series of bubbles approaching him. ' .. 'hen the bubbles burst, it 
smelled like chlorine. They came from a mysterious green glow under 
water, which moved beneath his canue. He lost his consciousness and 
awoke hours later - obviously abducted by an alien submarine. The re­
port could be interesting were it not from a notorious hoaxer - Ed 
Waiters of Gulf Dreeze fame ( see: UFOs - Es gibt sie. Droemer Knaur, 
Munich 199o, p. 355 ) . 
• Saguenay - Lake St John, Canada: In a report in Nature, reprinted 
in Science �rontiers and The Ley !Iunter ( 114, p. 1o ) earthquake lights 
along the Saguenay River in Canada have been described. On an avcom­
panying map; most of the lights, which often appeared very much like 
Ufos, were along the River - a river which is also famous for tradito­
nal and recent accounts of sea monster sightings ( see Neurgers book, 
'v-hich has a whole chapter on the Sagu�nay - St Jons Lake system ) . 
Similarily, Loch-na-Sanais close to Loch Ness (I have so far not been 
able to :find it on a map ) was a place· where a larly sa'" many ghost lights 
in the 19th century ( Inverness Courier, Feb 22, 1855 ) 

BOOKS: 
• 2 books by myself have just been published. One is called "Kontakte 
mi t 'Auf3r.ri rdischen' im deutschen Sprachraum", published by GEP, .Post­
fach 2361, 1V-5P8o Ltirlenscheid, Germany ( 2o DM, ISBN: J - 92J862 - 17 - 2 ) . 
The second is called "Von Ufos entftihrt'' published by C H Deck, Munich, 
ISB_: J 4o6 J4o54 7, 14. So DM. Both are on sightings of Ufo creatmres, 
one on Germany, one on American abductions. �>lease don't ask me for 
the books, I have only a limited supply, The first one may be ordered 
via the l)ub lisher, G��P, the second is by a larce publisher and. can be 
ord ered in a ll book shops. See you. More -rar more- news next 1ssue. 


