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BEHEMOTH 
• Loc h Ness: The movie company PolyGram has promised one m i l lion 

Pound to any person who can br ing conclusive prooi of Nessie's 

existence . To claim the money, you do not onl y have to find the 

creature but also to show physical proo1 oi it . The existence of 
the new species must be confirmed by ex per t s from the Uri� i sh 

Museum of Natural H 1 story or f rom the lnstitute for Mari ne 

B io loqy . The competition terminates at. March L:L, 1997, and the 

creature must not be less than ::) metrt?s/ 1.'1 ft in .lenqt.h. Tne 

c ompeti tion is held with the "Express" new spaper and p ro motes the 
video release of the movie 11 Loch Ness 11 • ( Frank :t u 1- t. er All gem e l ne 
Zeitung, 27 Ja nua ry 199�, p. 9) 
• Loc h Awe, Scotland: Baigent and Leiqh' s 11Der Tem pel und dle 

Loge" < B erg i sch Gladbach: Bas�ei Lilbbe 1�9�. p. 18) mentions the 

Beathach Mar, the serpenti ne creature of L .oc h Awe w hic h has a 
horse's head and 12 sca l y l eg s . 
• Loch Lochy, Scotland: On September 1�. 1�96, severa l people 

watched 3 humps like an u ptu r ned boat o! :t Cor ri e q ou r Lodqe. 1 ne 
humps swam in circles and then vanishPd. ( Fortean Times ·�:J, p. lb) 
• A r gentinia : Monsters in Lake Loloq and Nahuel H ua pl in January 
1��b, see t he lNFO J our nal 76, p. �9-4U. 
• Rastatt, Germany: In 1914, £lsherman Gustav Meisch caught a 

crocodile in his nets at Plittersdorf l n  the khine. Speculation at 
that. time assumed it had been the escaped pet o± one of the ships 

that sailed the river. < Gerhard Schwarz: kast att und seine Ucirfer . 

Plittersdorf: Schwarz 1990, p. 48-49) 
• B i bl i ography: Much news on las� year 's Nessie sightinqs: Andreas 

Trottmann's Loch Ness Newsclippiliq Service, voJ.. L., No. 4 - -- jnfos 
on Loch Ness can also be £ound in Nessletter, issue 127 was the 

most recent to arrive here -- dinosaurs are discovered in a 

subterranean valley in a US-Japanese movie 1rom 1976, " uer letzte 
D inosaurier " , screened by Pro7 <German TV chan nel ) on January 13, 
1997 - - a dragon plays a major role ln n U r agonh ear t '' , a new 

f an tasy movie starrin g· Den n is lol u a l d • - -- M :i. c ha e 1 L1. wink J e o 11 the 

sig ht i ng of a gigantic serpent in MaryJ.and, middle of the last. 

century, in the IN F 0 J our n a 1 '/ b, p . � U - 3 ) . W ink le t. he or- j_ se s it was 

a "multi-dimensional repti l e "! -- Out - of - place lizard (�0 cmJ 

caught in Barce lona , Spa in, on July 1 �). 1':1'0�. < I NFU J o u r na .l �6. p. 
35) 

ISlS 
• El s t er, Germany : Accord i r 1 g t o Bern d Harder : 11 Ll :Le u be 1- sin r d i c hen 

Phan o mene i m Test", Auqsburq: Weltbj_ld 199b, p. 1:59, the (:!c::>:cwan 

magazine " Tele Visi on " had a special ed1tion on t he X-�i�es, 

collec ting reader ' s exp er i ences .  A certaln Heike Hieqler reported 
th st while swi m rni ng in a gravel Jli t, an :, alien from the delJths '' 
fr ightened her. I do not have th e source in q ue st ion, but this 
seems to be anoth�r alien/waterman over�ap. 

• On German TV ch&nnel RTL2, Bal-bal--a fJeet.ers • movj_e "HuT11anoids 
f rom the Dee p " was screened on November 18, 1996. Mutations, half 

fish, half man, rape innocent b ea ch girls. 

• Chupacabras ar ti cle in lNFO Journal '/6, p. 12-18 

Ll:::VIATHAN 
• Beauly Firth, Scotland: Twenty boys from Newcastle saw a 

"monster" in the Beauly Firth in July 1971. lt was "a black s li m y 

object" which left a trail of foam. A week be£ore, a fami.ly had 

also seen a monster o£f the Longman. <Inverness Courier, �0 J uly 

1971, quoted in Andreas Trottmann's Loch Ness Newsc li p p ing 

Service, vol. 2, No. 4> 
• Falmouth, Cornwall: In 1975, a strange beast was cast ashore at 

Durgan Beach, but later identified as a whale's skull. Jonathan 



Downes has traced the skull and presents it in For�ean T ime s �S, 
p. 46. He is, however, incorrect in claiming nobody identified the 

thing be fore - I quoted the case in my article in Strange 8, p. 56 
and gave the correct identification. However, the mag misprinted 

the date as 18751 

• Rhode Island, USA: In June 1996, Gary Hall and JT Pinney wer� 

fishing in the "Mad Monk" 22km off Block I sland when t hey caugh t a 

4m dead sea serpent. Jt had a spine, a small head a nd whiskers. 

Identities suggested include shark, ray and st u rgeon. More in�os 
in Fortean Times �5, p. le. 
• Gr otte Chauvet, France: On i'�ebruary ::J, lY':J'/, the ZDF ·rv channel 

broad ca st a d ocumentary on this cave and showed the now famous 

picture o .f a s t ran q e beast . l n the programme , i t. w a �"'3 j d t=:• n t if it? 1j ss 

a great auk . 

• Review of 
Journal ?b, 

LeBlond and Bous�1eld: 
p. :54 
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• New Ze a land : The se arch f or g i a n t squids o 1 :f New L� eo l and 
continues. Acc ord ing to an AP news report in the SUddE•utsche 
Zeitung <28 January 1997, p. 12>, carcasses up to 20 m 1n length 

have been washed ashore in New Zealand, others were �ound in 
wh ale ' s s tomachs or in fishermen's nets. According to a Maor1 
legend, the Polynesian disc o verer Kupe led his people J.n th� lOth 
centul-y to the islands wh i le he was hu nting a gian-t_ squid. When 

they reached New Zealand, th ey killed and ate the beast. According 

to APf sperm whales with scars of squid suckers up to one foot in 

di a me ter can be £ound <I doubt this). Now two teams of scientists 

start their hunt n�ar Whekenui at the South Island <where Kupe 

made landfall). They will follow the sperrn whaJ.es and al�e eqipped 

with high-tech-cameras which they will use in the Kaikoura-Canon 

and at the Mernoo sandbank, some 200 km £ram there. Clyde Raper, 

of the New York Smithonian Institute: "We do not know what they 

feed on, whether they travel alone or in shoals or how they orient 

themselves". The expedi tions will lower ca m er a s 3000 m deep to 
search for giant squids. The cameras will be eq u i p ped with bait, 

and a computerized instrument will me as u re the creatures, tape 

�heir noises, and measure depth, light in�ensjty and ot her 

relevant data. The scientist will also try to learn as much as 

possible abou t the K a iko ur a Canon, about whi c h little is l<nown. 

The researcher s place much hope in camPras attached to s perm 

whales with a small needle in the blubber. T here are already 

critics who call this animal misuse. The s cient ists , however, 

claim tha t the whale s hardly feel the neeedle. 

MAHINE L]FE 
• Whitehead Beach, Northern Queensland, Australia: A 27 year-old 

swimmer was a ttacked on J a nua ry 2�, 19�'l. by a shark wh1ch bit 
int o h1s legs three t_j_mes. i.Suddeutsche �-;�eit.unq, :2'/ Jan.uary 19'0?, 
p. L-2 1 

l'lARlNE l��UHTEANA 
• A new theory explains the origin of deluqe myths w i th a large 
flood ca used by the Black Sea 7�00 y ea r s ago. According to William 

Ryan and Walter Pittman, two New York sc�entists, the flood was 

caused by the Mediterr anean fl owing int o the Black Sea, which had 

been a lake previously. (Der S piegel 1/1997, p. 13H) 

cRY Pri'OLOULOGY 
• The beast o£ Val Ferret, which ha s caused losses among the sheep 

population of the Swiss mountain kanton of Wall is . has been 

positively identified as a wolf. Two qenetic scientis ts from the 

University of Grenoble analysed droppings of the mysterious beasts 

and found them to be wolves. <SUddeutsche Zeitung 28 December 

1996, p. 12) 


