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Oever 23, B-2000 Arterp, Belgiom -t 198E :
EXPANDING BALL OF LIGHT PHENOMENON
by Richard F. HAINES. PA.D. e

An Aurora ia defined as a short-lived optical phenomenon of the upper
atmoophere occurring usually at high latitudes following solar flare activity.
The dynamics are well known to astro-phyaicists and others. There have been un-
usual expanding balls of light reported whick may or may not be aurorae and this
réport is lntended " to give a brief account of the phernomendon 86 that the readers
can report any further occurrences directly to the author for further study.

Table 1 presents a list of sightinga of this expanding ball-light (EBL)
phenomenon for future reference. The long duration and very greet size nake this
phenomenon of particular interest. Whether or not it is linked to UFO-related

effects remains to be seen. M
TABEL 1
DATE TIME LAT. LONG. DURATION WITNEGSES COMMENTS
27 July 1984 15502 47,9°N 161.C°E 10 min. B747 pilots white transparent
. light shell, no E)
9 April 1984 ? 200 mi NE tip Japen 2 3 airliners no radlioactivity
18 June 1982 22061, 50°N 153°E ? 2 airliners covered 1/4 of sky
7 Sept 197¢ ? -37°N ~950 2 ground
Sep 479 35-37 68-75°E g witnesses huge EBL

21 Dec 1977 0200L ? ? New Jersey = - intense EBL
20 Dec 1977 evening ? E.coast USA " " 3 loud explbsxons
2 Dec 19797 15451, ? N.E. coast llew Jersey loud explosions

2 Dec 1977 100CL ? Off E. coast Lo.Cerolina . " "

i round
12 July 1980 18252 36°N 6°W ? wlgnesaeg 4 mi. diam arc
. . . ° Ki

2s Kar 1977 (8552 25°N 17.3°W 7 min e luminous EBL
22 Aug 1969 2015L 20°N 64.5°W ? dest Indies EBL
20 var 1969 23152 ? ? Carribean 10 amin ship crew white EBL
17 June 19G6 2142L ? ? Mebrabad airport (Iran) 2 pilots EBL

.

In general, the EBL phenomenon has been seen to begin as a small area
of light which grows at an approximate equal rate over periods as long as 1C mi-
nutes. Some eye witnesses have described it to the author as appearing like the
air shock wave of an atomic test. The EBL is often white and, as it expands, bLe-

comes transparent so that stars or background detail can be seen through it.
“hile there has been no air pressure (shock) wave associated with it there is so-
me evidence of a temperature gradient at or near the surface of the EBL. A check
for possible radiocactivity wae made on several commercial aircraft which flew
through the EBL of 9 April 1984 at an altitude of 33,000 feet enroute to Anchora-
ge, Alaska. No evidence of ionizing radiation was reported. No electro-mugnetic
effects have been reported by aircrew who have flown near or through the EBL.

The strange phenomenon simply dissipates into nothingness after a period of time,
leaving no apparent trace.

There has been some speculation that EBL represents a natural (Earth)
phenomenon linked to volcano eruptions or aurora. Others have felt that new wea-
pons are being tested in apace and high altitude. W¥#hatever is the answer, more
information 18 needed. Anyone knowing of such reports is urged to write to the
author with full details: Address: 535 Langton Avenue

Los Altos
California 94022
usa
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Bringing UFOs down to Earth

Many reports of UFQ sightings come from areas close to geological faults. Far from being
spaceships from other worlds, could the explanation of UFOs be much more earthbound?

Paul Devereux, Paul NltC;rtlley and Don Robins

\

IFO RESEARCIIERS Jenny Randles and Peter

Warrington recently appealed for science to view the

more serious aspects of ufology with greater leniency,
arguing that a potentially new science was being neglected
(New Scientist, vol 97, p 380). But by its very nature, science
as an institution will not view ufology with interest or even
toleration until it has built a platform of evidence too solid to
be casily demolished. Fortunately the study of UFOs is begin-
ning (o yicld such evidence, but ufologists have been as slow
as scicntists 10 appreciate what is happening.

From their recent work, Randles and Warrington have
come to rcalise, as have a few others including the present
wiiters, that UFFOs are not spaceships from other worlds but
arc_propagated by processes ocurring on this one. This
realisation leads mevitably to a theory that—afier hoax,
mispereeption, and psycho-sociological factors have been
allowed lor—there is a real core of unexplained atmospheric
phenomena which are at the root of UFQ reports, and that
such phenomena are produced by geological processes — that
UI-Os arc, in fact, “carth lights”.

‘The American collector of anomalous material, Charles
I‘ort, was perhaps the flirst person to draw attention to the
correlation between reports of unexplained atmospheric
phenomena and regions prone to edrthquakes and tremor
activity. But the first serious research was carried outl by
Irench UFO investigators in the 1960s. One of them,
. Lagarde, found a distinct link between reported UFFO sight-
ings recorded in the 1954 French UFO “wave” and geological
faults. Lagarde stated that “UFQs occur by preference on
geological faults™ and suggested piczoclectricity among other
mechanisms as a possible factor in their manifestation.

During a wide-ranging study of L.eicestershire between
1972 and 1976, Andrew York and Paul Devercux were able
to conlitm a similar apparent connection to that noted in
France: UFO events reported over 25 years had their highest
incidence over local faulting in the county. Population dhstri-
bution confused but did not destroy the connection. York
and Devereux “also noted  that abnormal meteorological
cvents, collected from mo e than three centusies of archives,
displayed similar distribution patterns to UFOs within the
county. Gieology and certain types of atmospheric phenom-
ena scemed somehow interlinked.

In 1977 M. Persinger and G. Lafreniere wrote the first book

Creait : Paol Devereox

o
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Earthquake light produced during the 1965-67 Matsushiro
eafthquake swarm, Japan

on this geological theory (Space-Time Transients, Nelson-
kall) in which they opted strongly for a piezoclectrical expla-
nation (see Randles and Warrington already cited). In- 1981,
at the request of Persinger, Dr Brian Brady of the US Burcau
of Mines carried out an experiment in Denver in which a
granite core was crushed in darkened conditions and filmed
in slow motion. Afterwards, the experimenters obscrved
lights on the film, Nitting out frpm lr\e decaying core and
moving around the rock-crusher’s chamber. It was suggested
that this was reproducing on small scale the sort of effects that
could occur in the landscape. Devereux, McCartney, Merron
et al have now successfully repeated this experiment in
Britain. The lights are casily visible to naked eye observation
in darkened conditions andyon one occasion a large light was
clearly scen in full daylight. The present writers, however, are
exlrcmclr doubtful as to whether these light ellects are
produced as a result of specifically piezoclectrical processes,
and we shall be proposing an alternative mechanism.

The Warminster sightings

Research continues on the carth lights theory both in Noith
America and in Britain. Britain, possessing rocks from
throughout geological time, and with good UIFO report
collection systems, is an ideal location in which to test the
theory. An obvious first trial is to sce whether or not the
famous UFO centre of Warminster, Wiltshire, can olfer
anything of interest. From the mid-1960s the Warminster
arca generated an enormous number of UFO reports. Media
interest ensured that the whole Warminster phenomenon
became something of a “hype”, creating a mass of reports
almost certainly resulting from over-cager UFO-spotters
misperceiving mundane aerial features or stmply fantasising.
Nevertheless, behind all this spurious smoke somclhing odd
did occur around the small market town. On the face ol it, the
geology of the area is not promising from an carth lights point
of view: il is essentially tectonically passive chalk country.
Ilowever, study reveals that two isolated faults do run
through the town and its environs, including Cley [lill,
location of several reported UFO sightings (FFigure 1). But the
evidence for a link between anomalous aerial lights and
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geology is much stronger than this. In Earth Lights (Turn-
stone Press, 1982) one of us, Paul Devereux, put forward a
number of regional studies, and we here review two which
have recently iccn updated with additional information and
which represent the best UFO-geology correlations yet
published. . . )

By the time a UFO has been formed and is flying In%h and
wide, it is usually too late to make any exact geological
correlations.  Ufologists therefore have to collect more
detailed accounts of surface or low-level phenomena, which
means looking at “window areas” —localised regions where
the incidence of reported UFO activity is higher than in
general, or where an outbreak of UFO activity is reported

Y ~ These fault lines (above /3/1) are at the centre of many UFO events reported around
LT Warminster in the mid 1

sightings near Dyfed in 1977 (lefi). One of the many pictures taken of unexplained

lights (above) seen at Hessdalen, southeast of Trondheim, Norway. These lights
have been appearing at intervals since 1981

60s. The correlation between surface faulting and UFO

'

is that around St Brides Bay, Dyfed, Wales, where, in
1977,many people from all walks of lite reported seeing
strange aerial phenomena, including “UFO landings”. This
part of Dyfed is geologically famous - different r ck types of
diflerent ages cluster there r)e i

enced significant faulting and folding during both the
Caledonian and Armorican mountain-building periogds. As
usual, the situation became overblown as the media picked
up interest, and pulp-paperback writers made inane
suggestions about “UFO bases” and the like. But some sort of
odd aerial phenomena did certainly occur in the region over
the period, and the scientist has to look beyond the razzma-
tazz. Figure 2 demonstrates that Yhis is worth doing. A new,

over a limited period of time. The first area we look at here  detailed study by McCartney, relating reported UFFQ
. . R b i - 'i }'3“7‘!(,':' _-.,;'u (S T . N
WE CAN visualise many inorganic - Ljght from lattice defects : i below the threshold energy needed for their
solids as 3-dimensional * lattices »'¢. ¢ T e oy s b ‘q;‘;?-;‘,;-‘;_,,; yrelease, and freshly generated electrons
which invariably contain structural or ;. iertrlopSe i bt f BTN replace them as the equilibrium is upset.
compositional defects. In the former, the....| - . - . . Al i ,;Q‘Eve{y minéral with defects in this lattice
gross structure is maintained at lhccxpcnsc,"-;-’ . ‘,".; \ , -, Conduction band fia ._;;‘can therefore* be 5 d ¥ source ; of  self-
of short-range lattice dislocations (colour;;," i g ol & :.itc%cnishlni tlectrops. iyt o L
centres in alkali metal halides) wher as In:,‘? . ) "' 7% Electron «Spin ‘ Resonance (ESR) ' spec-
the latter, strict_proportionality, forms a i | tmscgp‘y’.la %ne of the most useful tech-
limiting "or ideal -composition : (stoichi-; Jgniqued 7 fort X detecting ¥ these ' electrons.!
momeltry). Many mineral oxides and silis = Eiaciren Althpushf ¢} majority®of : free electron

cates fit within this variable;composition!$
scenario—most spectacylarly:the series, of; £

B ? . YRS Light
lron oxides.: £5 4hi. V= F A il - s
If a lattice containing defects i$ imadiated 5% G

then,” among * other jthings,' detached 5f
clectrons are produced.’ Since they. are so0 i}
reactive, these free clectrons have a shorti®” t
lifetime unless they become trap in a¥

potential energy “well? at a_defect.” The’ %

Luminescence

,Speci ur”tery reactive and unstable and
i+, must be observed under special conditions,
it the' deeply itrapped imineral electrons are
' stable: ovér ‘periods of geologic time. This
:x technique has re  otly shown that deep sea
:g,ched‘of,?¢an age: has' neatly its full
) comf)lement_ Tof trapped " electrons.’ ESR
(& Studies _haye alsd demonstraled that gentle
& friction 1s'sufficient to affect the electron

depth of the trap ' defines | the * energy #¥ —_ centres  populations,; destroying equilibriuni by
required o release the electron and isoflen ' | 'dralning oﬂ' saturation populations; other
simply . measured -in “terms  of thermal i — |*4¢electrons then' repopulated the vacancies..
diaining—the temperature required fo free | , P N aridpd R 4 This phenomenon ,maJ' be central to the
O P o g 1| 117, | ottt ol

atural radioactivity . yS . ; " i i ple example of such elec-
continually knock electrons out of their E i "J }.tron geperatlon Is the frictlonal charging of

atomic orbits into these traps which fill up -~
over long petiods of time. Eventually a

};ambet: ESR ' observalion’ shows that the
¥ charged amber exhibits a fice electron line.

state of dynamic equilibrium is reached: |
some elctrons continually drain away, even

i F
- u. How thermoluminescence works .y ! . familiar static discharge.;::ci7 . 1 - [

e TYRIRE ;:l":“Thcse electrons manifest themselves as the

cause the landscape has experi- -




New Scientist 1 September 1983

C'J 1 f kin

\ » X rp&s;oads
= Eqly pvehlS. eal

vs.in field; e
1 lanfair Chapel, scene of |)p ,gelg from; .
many um'\p/umd lights “ Sl ldi i e ¢4

events 1o faulting for that area of Djfed f()r which detailed

cology is available, shows convincingly that the reported

J1Os did tend towards local surface faulting. Figure 2 shows
that 34-6 per cent of reported UFOs in the region in 1977
occurred within 50 m of a fault, or, if one prefers a more
gencralised limit, 84-4 per cent within 550 m.

The second cx‘lmple involves a wave of sightings further
north, along the Welsh coast between Barmouth an Harlech.
Rocks in this arca are heavily scarred with severe faulting,
most of which occurred during the Caledonian mountain-
building period, some 400 million years ago. Recent rescarch
has produced evidence that secondary faulting most likely
took place in the region of the ncarby Bala Fault during the
Alpine mountain-building period of the Tertiary period,
merely some 10-20 million years ago. The area has yet to
reach an qulllll)l'llllll state: earlhquaEe activity there in 1903
is proof of this. ‘The Barmouth outbreak of sightings took
place in 1904-1905 and was rescued from obscurity by the
cxcellent archival research of Kevin and Sue McClure (Stars
and Rumours of Stars, private, 1980). This puts it out of the
rcach of extra- lcrrcslml associations in the contemporary
media while also precluding sceptical explanations involving
aircraft lights and satellites. At the time, the lights were
considered 1o be divine manifestations accompanying the
Welsh Revival and the local ministry of Mary Jones. (Earth
lights have never been witnessed without being interpreted in
the light of whatever the prevailing cultural prejudice
happens to be.) It is true that many snghlmi were reported
around the chapels of Egryn and Llanfair, but there is one
vital picce of information that has hitherto been missing from
the “Lgryn Lights” saga, as it is known in the UFO litcrature:
a_major, deep-rooted fault (with some 610m downthrow)
vittually links llarlech and Barmouth, with the reported
sightings strung out along it like beads on a thread. T hisis the
Mochras FFault and is by far the most significant local geolog-
ical feature. The table and Figure 3 show just how remar
able this correlation is. All the reliably positioned evcnls
occurred between 0 and 500 metres of a fault, usually the

Mochras Fault. Even the less certainly located events, where
valid, probably occurred within such a margin, llmugh we
cannot_be conclusive about these. Egryn chapel is less than
100m fiom the Mochras Fault, while Llanfair chapel sits on
it. A wide range of people, from local farmers and chapel-
woers 10 visiting journalists from” London witnessed these

e €.-J.
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3] The Egryn Lights, December 1904-March 1905
\
|,',' Anomalous lights reported with sufficient geographical detail between Ilarlech and Barmouth
,} Strange lights “ ming together with a loud clap” at Pensarn 150-250 m from nearest fault
P | '

500-600 m from Mochras Fault
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lights at close quarters; many were multiple-witness events,
and all the ones described in the first part of the table
appeared initially close to the ground or were secn actually to
emerge from the round Ground-emerging lights were also
reported 65 km in dnd around Llangollenin Apiil 1905, after
the wave around Barmouth scems to have subsided. Three
local vicars positioned themselves on the aqueduct over the
Dee between Llangollen and Cefn Mawr one night to see if
they could witness what was giving rise to such excitement
amongst their parishioners. They did, in fact, sce some lights.
They came out oflhe ground and “hprsl |undly or flew ofT.
From the vicars’ descriptions we know the lights emerged
within 0-400 m from local faulting. During the period of the
Egryn Lights witnesses reported other events at Bryncrug and
Towyn, some miles to the south. Both these places are
vmuallr on the Bala Fault. One hundred and twenty kilome-
tres to the southeast more lights were reported around Ponty-
pridd: we have only just begun to study these, but initial data
strongly suggest close correlations wnf; faulling there too.

The very first “flying saucers”(but not the first UI'Qs!) were
R'obably earth lights. In 1947, while flying over the Cascade

ountains in Washington Slalc US, scarching for a crashed
aircrafl, Kenneth Arnold saw nine I|ghls whlch skimmed and
undulated through the air “like saucers”—the phrase that
yrovided the popular term for the phenomenon. They weie
llying from IVIC direction of Mount Baker south towards
Mount Ranier. We now know what a tectonically volatile
arca this Cascade range is, afler the earthquakes and erup-
tions at Mount St lelens. Geologists believe that the Cascade
peaks are hinked by fault lines. If so, Arnold’s saucers were
almost certainly flying along one, “hugglng the contours™ as
he put it. The Cascade range, of course, occurs at the boun-
dary of the North American and Pacific tectonic plates —an
appropriate scene for the first flying saucers.

At one point the lights resembled “tadpoles™ in shape,
Armold stated, which draws to mind the description of lights
seen [|usl before the 1957 Leicestershire carthquake (many
people saw lines of “tadpole- shapcd' lights in the sky) These
sort of aerial effects are known as “earthquake lights™ and can
take many forms, from balls of light to streamer or auroric
displays. They appear in association with some earthquakes
but not with all. Although widely accepted scientifically, their
nature is not understood. The US geologist John S. Derr has
provided a useful summary of the photographs, information

|l
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Ligh, which appeared a fraction of a second before a granite core
was crushed in one of a series of experiments carried out by
Devereux, McCartney, Merron et al in London, 1983

and theories relating to earthquake lights (Bull. Seismological
Soc. of America, vol 63, No 6, 1973). He points out that such
lights have been reported up to 80 km from an epicentre and
have been scen over water. Explanations range from piezo-
electrical eflects to violent oscillation of low-level air. (More
recently, other US gcol()Fisls have suggested friction-based
instead of piczoelectrical mechanisms.) Earthquake lights
and UFOs may have a lot in common, and an explanation of
the one type of phenomenon is bound to affect the under-
standing of the other. If future UFO research continues to
provide such strong correlations as in the Dyfed and Egryn
examples, then UFOs will have been shown to relate to geol-
ogy just as surcly as have carthquake lights. Neither scientists
nor ufologists can credibly ignore this development and its
implications.

Light from the rocks

But what can the connection between geology and UFOs
be? And why do earthquake lights seem to require the stimu-
lus of an earthquake while UFOs do not (though UFOs may
very well be simply an unrecognised form of such lights
requiring subtler geological instigation)? Any discussion of
fault shearing or compression as the source of energy genera-
tion usually invokes the transduction of this stress into elec-
tricity. The most obvious candidate for this conversion is the
well-known piezoelectric effect, and is a well-worn expla-
nation used Ilor both earthquake Iighls and UFOs. llowever,
the generation of visible light requires more than this simple
transduction; piezoclectricity is thus an unlikely mechanism
for earth light propagation. The present writers suggest the
phenomenon of triboluminescence (TLS) as a more likely
candidate for the generation of UFO phenomena than piezo-
electricity. TLS is the emission of visible radiation due to
ﬁictionaflforccs; itis jn ellect a cold light emission — a visible
radiation that is due primarily to some cause other than
temperature. TLS produces light by causing electrons to
“jump” from higher to lower energy levels by frictional forces.
It is probably this mechanisin which Brady’s core-crushing
experiment demonstrated, and which Devereux and McCart-
ney observed in recent research on rocks. And New
Scientist’s own Ariadne has given numerous other examples
in recent months (vol 98, p 56)!

Our own experiments have shown that high pressures are
quite unnecessary for the generation of a relatively intense
hght. Devereux and McCartney have also noted that friction-
produced light in samples of rock-crystal and granite is
undiminished under water and enhanced in an atmosphere
enriched with negative iqns —tosuch a degree, in fact, that the

Triboluminescence in rock crystal: lights appearing on the surface

/q/ a rock fractions of a second after it has been subjected 1o
riction

merest touching of a crystal will produce a subtle glow. These
‘investigations are continuing.

Why do such eftects occur? One starting point is that most
minerals are themselves reservoirs of free electrons, a
factor upon which two related dating techniques—
thermoluminescence and electron spin resonance (ESR)
spectroscopy — depend. Where do the electrons come from
and how do they remain in the rock? If a mineralogically
simple rock such as chert or limestone is selected (both of
which are essentially monominerallic) ESR will show a spec-
trum of energies characteristic of electrons trapped at sites
within the mineral lattice.

Over a geological period of time the electrons, which are
knocked out of their atomic orbits by natural radiation, will
completely fill the available “traps”,in the mineral's lattice. A
variety of draining mechanisms can discharge this electron
population, and one of the ways electrons may manifest
themselves on draining is as visible light. It is the contention
of the present writers that triboluminescence may well under-
lie any fruitful discussion of UFOs and earth lights.

This description of triboluminescence implies sporadic and
diffuse events which seem unlikely to account for detached
and concentrated luminescent phenomena. Afler all, only
something like 10? electron traps exist per gram of substance.
However, it may be that shearing and compression triggers a
“cooperative” or “cascade” release phenomenon. Enough
energy probably exists in the rocks themselves to favour
such a process. Cooperative or cascade events are well
documented in conventional areas of luminescent chemistry
and could account energetically for a wide range of
luminescent phenomena.

This earth ﬁ hts thesis currently exists between science and
ufology: as such it is well placed to perform a bridge-building
role and is now acquiring substance at a rapid pace. The
challenge to science in this area is not to allow prejudice to
prevent it from fulfilling its main function - to observe and
understand nature. The challenge to ufology is to take much

reater notice than hitherto of an approach to UFOs that

olds far more promise than dimensional shifis or little green
men. a
Paul Devereux has researched and written on UFOs and related
ghenomena for 15 years. Paul McCartney Is a geochemist who has

een making a special study of UFOs and geology. Don Robins is at
the Institute of Archaeology, Universit ofiondon, and has a special
research interest in the applications of ESR spectroscopy.

Scientists Interested in helping the research outlined In this article

8:e Invited 1o contact the authors at TLH, PO Box 13, Welshpool,
Powys.




time and space

A study of

UFOs and earthquakes
ih Sweden

by

Dan Hatteson

This 16 an abridged version of an article, “
"UF0 1 t1d och rum", originally publiehed in

1 have studied 153 registered Swedish esrthquakes
aidl 494 published UIFO observations, sll] fiom the
years 1963-19728. The UFO asightings are from the
Swedlsh Catalogue (SweCat) compiled by Anders Lil-
jegren (1) and earthquake reports sre from the
selsmologlical statistice publiahed by the Univer-
sity of Uppeala (2). .

Dr. Michael Persinger (3) h;a developed s theory
that anomalous luminosities (UPO8) could origina-
te from tectonic stress. According to Pereinger an
fncrease Iin the number of UFO reports could, in
certain areas, bhe folloved by an increase in earth-
quakes. The period between these events could be as
long as two years if larger earthquakes are invol-
ved, but 1s normally about eix monthe or less. The

aelumic areas involved could be seversl]l hundred
ktlometrea wide.

Ot great Interest i1s the uneven distribution of
UFO sightings in time and spsce. A perfod with an
fncrease of sightings in a geographically limited
area 1 will call flap. Wurlduide flaps 1 will call
Ut0 wvaves and areove which dieplay s constantly
higher number of observations than expected 1 will
call UFO-vindows.

There have been suggeestions (J.B.Delsire, 4) that

ve have lIF0O waves ahout once in ten years snd that
this should colncide with higher numbere of sunspots.
Big. 1 shows the sunspot cycle (curve) and UFO waves
(dark flelds). The wave of 1947 began in Sweden

the previvus year (ghost rockets). The vave of 1937
vas not noticed much of i1n Sveden. The wave of 1977
began in Sweden in the autumn of 1976.

Could there be a relationship betwveen earth quakes
and the sunspot cycle? I compared this tn fig. 2.
The spotted line shows frequency of aunapota while
the heavy drawn line measures earthquakes in Sweden.
The 1esemblance between the two curves 18 really
strihingt

At first it aeems difficult to understand wvhat eun
spot activity hae to do with earthquakes but the
positive cortelation could be due to the fact that
the rotational speed of the earth s affected, or
that sun spots affect the movements of great air-
masses which could have sume “trigger effect” on
eatthquakes.

We will now take a look st the geographical distri-
button of 494 UFO ubservations from 1963-1978, f1g.
3. The distribution ta partly explained by popula-
tlion density. There are exceptions, though. The lar-
ger clttes Stockholm, Gothenburg, Halmo, Uppeala and
Nortkoping have, in general, fewer observations than
expected. This could be explained by poorer obaerva-
tlion cunditione, lighter night skies.

The whole northern part of Sweden haes twice as many
s1ghtings as excpected, except for the western moun-
tafnous part with low population density.

lLucal areas with high numbers of sightings are:
(]l reter you to numbers on fig. 3)

bol- 0003
tat t. 3,6 times the ex-
pected number of observations. Thie area hae hud an
average of one sighting per year during the 720e.
Thete wvere no c¢arthquakes 1n the vicinity unttl
Sept. 6, 1977, when a strong quake occured. (3,0
on the Richter scale which {4 msore than usual for
Sweden). The very same night there vere several ob-
servations of UFOs. One woman, living 20 km from
the epicentre, even thought ahe sawv white-dressed
betnge on the flying object she observed. After

the quake there have been very fev atghtings froam
this dietrict.

1. Glalaved aud Gnos)o district

pected numbuer of obs. This diatrict has had, since
1976, an active UFO-Sweden group, but despite this
the area haa had a constantly high rate of sightinga
for the last 20 years. Almost all UFO elghtings are
made in areas with strung magnetic fields, close to
the large Brdviken fault Jine. You will fiud a close
study of thie area in AFU Newsletter vol. 25. No
earthquakes rcgistered in thie area, except for one
in 1970, 40 km apart.

3. Koping, Arboga and Kungsor (KAK) Disrrict. 8 ty-
mes the expected number. This 1e partiy explatned

by the existence of an active UFU-Sweden group, but
not totally. The group ta etil]l active but the obser-
vations have neaily ceased after 1978, Nc earthqua-
kes registrered, except for one 40 km apart tn 1973,
4. Vellentuna. 4 timcs the expected rats of eight-
ings. Nearly sl) of the Vallentuna observations

(they are abuut one hundred, moetly unpublished)

are from the flap 1n 1973-74. Thie 18 the most inten-
ee flap yet in Sweden and some of the observations
are very interesting. 1 will 1ist eome of them here:

October 1973: Three pillare of light searching from
the clouds towards the ground and, then, from the
ground towards the clouds. The light beams were

paraifel to each orher in a 30° angle. Aa they went
out there were flashes on the yground.

February 1974: Pour yellow-white beams meet hori-
sontally in an open field. They descend and go out.
White, shining UFO with different coloure aiound

Fig. 1. .
Curve shows frequency of eun spots 1930-1980. Dark
coluans indicate UFO wvaves.

Swedish esrthquakes 1930-1962 (heavy drawn line) and
the sun spot cycle during the same yeara (dotted line).
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the edges moving across a field. lLight-beams from

the object againut the ground on different occa-
sione.

the object.

Haach 24, 1974: 10-30 metere wide UFO of a yellow-
white colour descends to an altitude of 4-5 meters.
Suddenly there comes, with five second intervals, a
beam from the ground against Thia s

repeated three times.

e
May 26, 1974: An intense red light in the woods. The

observers run towards the light. When they srrive
about 10 meters from it, it goes out.

N
Sept. 27, 1974: Beaws of light coming from the
ground. Oue meter vide and 25 meters tall.

In this region, north of Stockholm (county of Upp-
land), ‘there has never been sny earthquake. That's
why it came as a great surprise that this area, on
Dec. 23, 1979, experienced one of the moat powerful
quakes ever to occur in Sweden. This indicates lhai
there can be very powerful stresses built up 1in
ateas wheie there has never been any earthquake re-
glstered. The quake had ita eplcentre 35 ka from
Vallentuna.

ls this the explanation why vindowv areas like Nyko-
ping and Vallentuna are out of the earthquake belt?
(f1g. 4) 1[s the bedrock and the fsults more stable
here and the tectonic stress higher?

mining district of Dalarna with s wealth of diffe-
rent minerals, but this 1es also s more populsted
atea. There are also earthquakes in Dalarna. (The
most recent flap of sightings in Dalarna occured
in January, 1985. Editor).

€. Sundsvall and lWarnosand sres. 2,5 times the ex-
pected number of sightings. This makes quite a lot
of observations becusse Sundavall has a large popu-
lation. It also has an accive UPO-Sweden group, but
there ate reasons tu believe that UFO groups some-
tlmes are products of an increased rate of UFOs.
Because of the UFO group, the reports from the
Sundsvall area have a higher quality, less nuamber
of misidentifications. Sundsvsll is, also, an
earthquake centre and there sre remaine of an old
volcano hete. This makes Sundevsll very interesting
and we will return to this atres lster on.

v
rate of stghtinge. Kiruna-Gallivare 1s the main mi-
ning district of Sweden.
many earthquakes.

7. Kiruna and Gallivere. Four times the expected
. K

It 1s sleo sn area with

The geographical distribution of 15) earthquakes

1as shown in figures 4 and 5. There is a belt of
quake activity from the no theast to the southwest,
across Sweden. Sweden ju put under pressurs at a
right angle to this belt as indicated by the lines
in fi1g. $S.

Persinger, in his study, got the strongest correla-
tion between UFO reports and earthquakes ueing six
wonth increments. E!l:_f ehows number of UFO reports
(heavy line) and earthquskes (broken line) for six
month periods from 1963 to 1978, in Sweden. The UFO
peaks of -67, -7)1 and -7) sre followed by pesks in
the earthquake activity during the following period.
The high UFO peak of 1976 has s quake peak in the
same period.

Next, 1| tried to find all “flaps" 1n SweCat. When
such o locsl flap was located I then looked at that
area to see 1f there were any esrthquakes after the
flap. Chances ought to be greater for s pusitive
correlation between flaps and earthquakes eince 1t
1s more probable that we have "true* UFOs during

s flap than among single sightinge. The flaps 1
found are:

Year(s) month(a)

Year month(a) nusber of obs. (lap area
1965 Aug.-Dec. ° S Arboga, Orebro
and Karlstad

1967 Harch-April 12 Norrbotten &
July-Aug. Vasterbotten

1971 Jan.-Febr. j Sundsvall

1973 Januery 4 Dalarna

1923 July, S Norrbotten
Sept -Nov

1973-74 Nov.-MHarch 6 Vallentuns

1975 Oct, Dhec. ? Varmland

1976 Febr-April, 7 Sundsvall
June

1976 Hay S NoZrbotten

1977 Febr-Harch 4

Norrbotten

During the autumn of 1976 there was an increase in
observations over the whole of Sweden but 1 was un-
able to detect any local flaps during this periud.
It 18 very interesting that we hsve no flaps from
the aouthern part of Sweden (south of the Stockholm
area), despite the fact that a majority ot the po-
pulation lives he¢re. The flespe from the northern-
most counties (Norrbotten, Vasterbotten) are more
widespread and not very local. The very local flaps
we find in mid-Sweden (Varmlend, Deslarna and the
Sundsvall area).

igures 7-12 whow flaps and the following earthqua-
es. The maps show UFO observations and earthquakes
occuring during the respective periods.

The most interesting ares which, on two occasious,
has shown s correlation {a Sundsvall-Harnosand. 1
took 8 closer look at thia district. From the lo-
cal group I have gotten more observation data (not
published before). There are s totsl of 54 sightings
from a 20-years-petfod. From the seismic department
of the Uppsala university b received data on a total
of 14 quakes from the area (62-63'N, 17-19°E). F1g,
13 shows that the correlstion 1s very strong. only
two earthquakes (1970, 1973) were not preceded bLy
UFO reports.

Flgures 14-16 shows the sane comparison for three
other areas. The accordance is not as clear as in

the Sundsvel) area, but here we slso have much lar-
ger areas.

1 am avare that, although some facts in this study
suggest a correlation UFOs/earthquakes, it is not
proven yet. Haybe this article can give some 1dess
on how to proceed.

From now on the welssograph ie actually a tool for
the ufologist. In Norway, the “Project Hessdslen",
on my suggestion, have had s seismograph in use for
six months. 1t did not, however, record any move-
ments in the bedrock of the valley. The Heasdalen
flap 18 now into fte fourth year. In November 1984
sightinge have started up again.

Fur more detaille about the Swedish study please
write to: Dan Matteson, Pl 7239, 8-611 90 Nykoping,
Sweden. 1 want to get 1n touch with other ufolo-
giste involved in eimilar studties.
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Lines iIndicate zones’' where
.most earth quakes occdr,

Fig. 7.

UFO sightings (dots)
earth quakes (stars) du-
ring 1967. Note that 1/3
ot UFOs occured in the
county of Vésterbotten,
where tew earthquakes
occur,

and

1963 64 65

quakes

Number ot UFO sightings (heavy-drawn) and number of earth'
(dotted) during six month periods,

1963-1978,

Fig. 8.

UFO sightings tirst halft ot
1971, All quekes for 1971,
Note concentration {in the
Sundsvall-llarnosand area,

Fig. 10.

UFOs during
ot 1973 and
during next

Fig. 11.

second halt
all quakes
year, 1974,

_ s
All UFO sightings in the

Lake Vdnern area Oct, 19793
- April 1976, Earth quakes
(stars) occured between
March and Sept. 1976,

Fig. 9. .
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All UFO reports and earth
quokds ftirst halt ot 1973,
UFO tlap in the county ot
Dalarna occured on a
zZone",

“weak
compare ftigure 5,
Quake in Dalarna, May 30,

i
/

Fig. 12.

4

All 1976 UFOs (dots) and all
quakes (stars) during the se-
cond helt of -76., Both con-
centrate in three areas: the
fron ore tlelds in the north,

the northern Beltic and the
Sundsveall ares,
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Linley is a hanlet a few nmiles south
of Ironbridge in Shropshire. 1t is one
of the many sites in Shropshire that
JOHATHAN MULLARD is studuing as part
of his detailed Earth  Hysteries

survey of the county.

Turning onto the track leading to
remote Linley , the St Leonard church
is the first building encountered . |t
is a remarkably complete  Horman
structure, boasting a famous Green Man
tympanum (see front cover) above the
blocked north door. The church s
cornected with Linley Hall and its
accompanying cottages and outbuildings
several hundred yards to the south by

a rough track. That is the extent of
the place.

But in 1913714 Linley was the scene of
an outbreak of exceptional phencmena,
as Mullard has discovered from his
research. A "ball of light" was seen
flitting around one of the cottages
and another clinging to the tower of
the church. Lightballs may also have
been observed in the Hall [n
addition, spirals of ‘“vapour" were
seen, both light and dark in tone, and
latches on doors lifted without human
agency. Mysterious noises were heard,
including explosions in the air.

Varour spirals accompanying lightball
events are old friends to Earth Lights
‘L) researchers. It is thought they
may be associated with the ‘white
lady" and "black monk" genre  of
ghosts: sure enough, a bare mile fronm
Linley there is an established "white
lady" ghost tradition. The lifting

latches and aerial explosions sound

THE LINLEY LIGHTS

like

suspicously

electromagnetic
anomal ies.

Further, EL investigators have come to
expect psychic outbreaks concurrent
with lightball and asscciated events:
perhaps the earth energies involuved
with the atmospheric and other anomal-
ies can also trigger psychic episodes
within and around suitable pecple in
such vicinities at such times (one
thinks of Mary Jones in the 190475
Barmouth area outbreak; the reported
poltergeist effects near St Brides Bay
in 1977; even Hessdalen investigatore
have confirmed psychic  outbreaks
amongst the scattered population of
their bleak Earth Lights site near the
Horwegian/Swedish berder ) . It turns
out there were  indeed  reported
poltergeist events at Linley - such as
teacups, furniture and garments moving
of their own accord.

Finally, EL people have become almost
blase  about  finding faulting
correlating with such event sites. The
theory only requires  rock, in
actuality, but faulting does szeem to
be the catalyst for providing the
geological energy  "motor”  for
lightball and associated geophysical
and possibly psychic phenomena. Well,
two surface faults D0 encompass Linley
like callipers about three-quarters of
mile to west and east. Moreover, a
drift boundary crosses the  track
between the church and the hall,
probably indicating further geological
disturbance.More details are currently
being sought via  the  British
Geological Survey.

Cret: [Aul Devereux
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There used to be a section of disused
railway track in Washington Tounship,
Hew Jersey, USA, that had a legend: "3
tralieman had long ago lost his arm in
an accident along that stretch and
now, it you watched and waited at
nights, you would sometimes see his
ghost walking alang the track with, a
lantern seeking his lost linb.

The ‘legend is doubtleasly fiction, but
the repeated appearance of a light,
lilz the ghost’s lantern, weaving back
and forth across the track was not. [t

a team was set up. to study the
chenomenon  of  the spooklight. They
called themselves  "Vestigia"  and
included  scientists  among  the

resear chers,

In fimerica there are phencmena called
"zpocklights" or "ghost lights" as we
shall see in future issues: some of us
aver here in the UK would call thenm
"earth lights" - they are all the same
chenomenon. Yestigia found that not
only was there an old railroad track,
tut there was also a geological fault
running concurrently with it. The tean
went on to male a close study of the
light phenomenon associated with the
track /fault: moreover, it is the most
scientitic study of ANY type of UFOD
ever under talken: =trange, then, that
zome ufologists still have problems
accepting the fact of earth lights.

luer a period of  time  Vestiaia
ohzerved, photographed — and  tock
thusical measurements related to the
light  during  its occasional

k’QVed\l‘ > (()xul Dt’vevew(

New Jersey:Light

had been seen many times. In the 1970s

appearances. The light was about 18
inches in" diameter, globular  but
containing a bullet-chaped core within
the glow of light. The area where it
appeared sometimes gave certain people
an inexplicable feeling of "dread".
Resistivity changes were measured vin
the rails when the light bobbed abioue.
them. On cne occasion when the light
"went out” , a sudden and extreme rise
in the readings frem a geiger counter
were noted shortly afterwards. The
readings soon dropped back to normal .

A particularly remarkable observatian,

which was communicated to me - in
America  recently,  was that,
apparently, with the team stretched
down the line, the kight was wvisible

at one end of the line but not at the

other. This sujgests 3 mono-direction
of rphoton  emission...a  seriouz
challenge to current physics  Ctheual,

perhaps not at the theoretical lewzl:

of the "new physics"r. .

Euentually, the railway line Was
a9 z

pulled up, but the light continued Lo
make its appearance. Itz wundulations
were modified in the absence of the
strip conductor the rails tormed, Lut
it still manifested. Uhat the current
state of events are with reqard to ta
light is not lnown at present.

An inexplicable light appearing in the
atmosphere, correlated with a fault,
causing electromagnetic side-etfects
and etfects on human consciousnezs,
Theze are all the hallmarks of earth
lights. The fact of their existence
will not qo away.
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Cotswolds Lights -

" DAVID CLARKE ‘

David is Jenny Ranqles Al lptD_ investigator for the south
Yorkshire area, but spends much of his time conducting
historical UFO weric. Recently,’ he has been \researching with
Granville Oldroyd into British spooklights. This /s worl,
SFOOKLIGHTS: A BRITISH SURVEY, will be fully reviewed in ILH
when it is published. In the meantime, David‘'is kindly allowing
T1LH a brief preview of a sample of the material.-

(ur research has centred around  the | "Jenny  Burntail™. It iz est
Burton lassett Hills on  the  IE [interesting that a ftierce  =arth-
extremities  of  the Coiswolds,' tremor hit Herefardzhire cn the rnight
Harwickshire. A large number of lacal |of Friday January & 1974, the =a
people, az  well  as  wvisiting [night as the "ghost' lidht reappear=d
journal ists reported ceeing extremenlu | on the Burton Hills, this tine cazting
brilliant , mancewvering low-level |an even more luminous brilliance.
lights at close range over {bese hills
: -re 1972 < Q2

during the years 1323 and 1324, Une of the witneszes of the lidits waz
The lights centred an the pre-Horman |° Pr Gecrge Hhite:
"All Saints" Burton Dazsett church.

.” } ” . r” r{ H , Out of cheer curicsity, 1n c'br.pan','...l patd a icat
e hills are riddled with  minor | (g the burton Hille a few weels ago ‘Fetruary 13051,

faul {5 an(l {he (hurch s gi{ua{ed oer It was about 7 pm and when we had been there a cnert
{he a..{ual “B| Ir{-".r. [\a:"-cH FauH"' H tise...we turned round and about 100 yds away waz a

o . \ Cl , cstrong and dazzling light lile tnat of a cotor
s built into the hillside in a zeries headlaap. It was a perfectly lovely sight , and neld

.:.f "tef le"cl 3, and {here are a number | us fascinated. It flitted about and pasced through
) t d over f < high = H t z
Uf carwnga _){ dragur.;, _erpen{" an {he bushes and over fences at high cpeed; then 1t pazsed

, \ \ over us and disappeared with a flacsh 1nte the ground.
suppor ting pi llars and nave inside. e could feel 1t hover around, and it appeared to e

The church is near an ancient beacon | looking for something . for the light suept the
over locking the site of the Battle of | Sround: Ihe hight ... wis <o brugil, and el lhere

) e ) . was a ghastly reddy-blue patch on the ‘tep. Llater,
Edge'” Il (1642> and cverlooked itselt when we caw 1t round Burton Lescett church, there was

t,g {he ear-{hl,‘xor»l(g of Breden{on H] l l . H a tinge of orange colaur. There waz acthing wnhate.er
hankcn . sppearcd in the by | o ey e’ o
over the Edgehill site area  for

several months after the battle and
was witnessed by farmers, chepherds, | The prevailing esplanation tor the
majistrates and officers szent from | lights at the time waz that
Oxford by Charles 1. The whole area is | 9as" was the culprit, Howevsr, rz:ond
riddled with ghost stories Ed. and |research by chemiztz haz houn that

i

mar<h

contenporary paranormal events, too, | | LHd, even in  combination  wath
understand.? and one of Watkins™ leys | pho rhld__, " cannct reata
ran nearby. will-o'-the-wizps - and, morzover, Hae

mizture iz not :tht3HTrU31j

The local name for the |j9h{ was ' flammable.

(’}((Nl": [?]L), DCvereLb<
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THINKING BALTL LIGHTNING

From Alhert de Rochas, Vies successives, Leymarie, Paris

1924 (first. edition had bheen in 1916), paye 390

R

Rochas, who was one of the most enterprising anomaly
researchers ever, wrote this generally-overlooked study of
regression hypnosis more than half a century bhefore the
current oryy. .

In the course of one of his investigations, he
questioned an alleged spirit concerning the apparent signs
of intelligence displayed in tertain cases which were
ostensibly bhall lightning. The reply came, that while such
forces on Farth are without intelliyence, on other levels
of heing they do have intelliyence. The hypothesis that
hall lightning could possess rudimentary intelligence is
therefore false as regards our Tarth, hut could bhe true
elsewhere in the Universe, where the 'enveloping electric
sheet' (= couche) is made with an 'evolved electricity'
capable of oheying an external intelligence. Tn this state
it can take whatever form the intelligence which controls
themn wishes, so that they can he transformed into - for
example - the cones which serve as vehicles for the
spirits.

Given that the spirit - insofar as it existed at all -
was talking nonsense, this is none the less interesting
simply in that it shows us that such ideas were beiny
formulated 70 years ago. Rochas himself evidently took
such communications with a pinch of salt, and it is most
likely that the communicator was giving him feedhacl: from
his own mind. Intriguing, though, to find him thinking -
whether consciously or unconsciously - alony such
sophisticated lines.

Credit : Ililary Evans
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Folklore de Champacne no 65 Avril 1979

'la foudre dans 1'Aube hier et aujourd'hui'

EPHEMERIDES

6 aoidt 1363 _

« o tonnerro tombe sur la tour de |'église de
Saint Loup.

Autrauvie. les tablettes historiques de Troyes
(Paris, 1858).

9 Julilet 1382

« Lo foudre tombe sur la cathédrale et endom-
maga la charpento. »

AR. do M., Cath., tomeo |, pp. 128-129.

(1t no s’agit pas de la tour actuelle nl du grand
clocher, constrult on 1410 et aujourd'hul disparu.)

1385
« Coup de foudre [sur la Cathédrale]. »
Amaddée Aulauvre, Troyes et ses environs (Parls,
1864), p. 150.

1417

Juvénal des Ursins ropporte qu'en |'année 1417,
aux dlocdses do Troyes et de Chélons. « se leva
un foudre ou tonnerre et mervellleuse tempéte qui
ne dura pas molns de quatorze heures o, notamment
& Lhuitre. Toutos ley récoltes de la terre furent
détrultes, foudroyées et battues « mieux et plus
que fldaux = et plusieyrs personnes furent tudes.

Cortalnes furent trouvées mortes « avec les os
tous commlnuez ot desrompuz sans que la peau
et la chalr fussent aucunement entamez s=.

Juvénal des Ursins, Histolre de Charles VI, p. 338.

1472

Un jour du mols de févrler, vers 6 heures du
solr, alurs qu'll falsalt trés chaud, « Il descend!t du
clel doux grandes clartés comme deux chandelles,
assant devant les yeux des regardants, qul sem-
lait é8tre fort épouvantable et en Issalt mault
grande clarté, mals ce ne dura guére .

Jean de Troyes, clté par Eugéne Maury, Calamités
publiques et falts météorologiques avant 1790.
Grande linp. de Troyes, 1914, 32 pages In-8.

22 mal 1511 5

La foudre tombe de nouveau sur la cathédrale et
endoimmage des pannesux d'une verrlére.

R. de M., Cath,, t. I, p. 155.

25 mal 1556

« Le tonnerre tombe pour la seconde fols, sur le
clocher de l|a cathédrale, et y cause de grands
dégats. «

Aufauvre, Les tablettes historiques de Troyes,
p. 179.

« Le clocher [de la cathédrale], dont |‘algullle
s'élangait dans les nues A plus de 108 métres de
hauteur, ne pouvalt manquer d‘'avoir de nombreux
démélés avec I'électricité... «

Autauvre, Troyes et ses environs (Parls, 1864),
p. 152.

1577

Nouveau méfalt du tonnerre sur la ville de Troyes
(R. de M., Cath., t. I, p. 47).

A la tin du printemps, telul-cl « s'adonna A |la
chaleur, gronde pour la salson & cause de laquelle
s‘engendrérent des nuées en I'alr sur la fin du
moys de inal et commencement de juin, qul cau-
s¢rent des gréles at des orages si terribles que les
biens do champs en furent gastés et perdus, et
notammont entre Sons et Troyes, environ 9 lleues
do long et une de large et commenga au village de
Malay en tirant sur Saint-Mards, Alx-en-Othe et
Jusque prés de Troyes et y fut la fouldre sl
cruelle (que le pays pensalt &tre en quasl-abime. La
grélo y fut si grosse que l'on trouva des loups
morts par les champs (...) les lidvres et sgneaux
furent parelllemont trouvés inorts des coups de
ladite gréle.

Les biens de la terre en furent si blen rompus
en aucuns endroltz qu'll n'y fut besoln de faucher
nl melsonner. »

Cloudo Hotton, Mémolres, Citd per E.-L. Collot,
Ain en Othe et la téglon, p. 90.

1579

La foudre tombe [pour la seconde fols] sur l'al-
guille du clocher de la cathédrale.

Aufauvre.

11 janvier 1584

Le clocher de Salnt-Réml est frappé de la
foudre. L'ouragan cause de grands doinmages dans
la ville de Troyes.

Autauvre, Les tablettes hl:lorlqugs de Troyes.

4 juin 1605
Vendeuvre, « le 4 juing [.) une fllle fut tuée
d'un coup de foudre sestant mis & |'abry soubz un

poirler (...) o
Reglistre parolsslial, coll. communale. Relevé aux

Archives dép.

16 juillet 1613

A Vendeuvre, « le 16 Jo[u]r de Julllet [,] Il fit
un grand orage [.) lequel j[ou)r une no[m)mée
Nicolle Carrée fut tuée d'un coup de foudre proche
le ch8teau de La Vllleneuve, sur la fosse de
laquelle on fit ce quatraln :
« Larc ne pouvant porter Impulssant de soy-mesme
La foudre descendant de la campagne Ignée
Lan mll treze, six cens, de Julllet le sezlesme
Le darda sur le chef de Luquine Carrée. »

Registre paroissial de la coll. comm. Relevé aux
Arch. dép.

1617

Incendie du clocher de Salnt-Plerre, & Bar-sur-
Aube, occaslonné par la foudre ; le feu fut si ardent
que les sept cloches furent fondues.

Chevaller, Histolre de Bar-sur-Aube, clité par
E. Maury, op. clt.

1618

La foudre tombe [pour la trolsiéme fols]) sur
I'algullle du clocher de la cathédrale.

Autauvre, Troyes et ses environs.

1640

La foudre tombe [pour la quatriéme fols) sur
I"algullile du clocher de la cathédrale.

La foudre endoimmage consldérahlement le cou-
vent de la congrégation Notre-Dame, & Troyes.

(R. de M., Cathédr., tome |, p. 47))

17 janvier 1653

A Rigny-le-Ferron, « I'an 1653 [,] le dix septiesme
Jour du mois de janvier sur les 8ix heures du solr
ait arrlvé un grand tonnerre et esclaires et grelle
a lestonnement de beucoup de p[er]so[nnes] la-
quelle grelle a brisé beaucoup de vitres tant en
I'église de ce lieu que autres lieux de la ville (...) »

Reglistre parolsslal, collection communale. Relevé
aux Arch. dép.

15 juin 1660

Le jeudi 15 Juln, jour de la Féte-Dieu, un orage
s‘abattit sur Eclance. Un bourgeois y fut tué par
la foudre.

Abbd Caulln, « Quelques selgneurles... » Cité par
E. Maury, op. cit.




Aolt 1667

A Vlllehardouln, mort d'un homme tué d‘'un coup
de tonnerre.

Registres psrolsslaux, Collection du greffe. Re-
levé eux Arch. dép.

6 mars 1677

L'anclen clocher de la cathédrale est frappé de
la foudre et subit une violente secousse. L'évéque
Maller volt, d'une fenbtre de |'évéché, le tonnerre
tomber sur |'édifice.

Aulauvre, Les tablettes historiques de Troyes.

3 juillet 1697

La foudre tombe (pour la clnquidme fois] aur
I'algullle du clocher de la cathédrale. .

Le tonnerre tombe pour la septitme fols sur
le clocher de la cathédrale qul devait, trols ans
plus tard, entrainer la rulne de toute la tolture
et endommager consldérablement |'édifice.

Aufauvre, Les tablettes historiques de Troyes.

Nuit du 7 au 8 octobre 1700

« Le flulde électrlque embrasa le sominet du
clocher. Malgré les efforts tentés au début de |'In-
cendle, la flainme gagna de proche en proche, et
blentét I'algullle qul planalt au-dessus de jja ville
ressembla & une torche ardente dont les' lueurs
géandlssantas Jetalent au loln de sinistres clar-
tés... »

Amédée Aufauvre, Troyes et sea environs, p' 152,

Pour la hultiéme fols, la foudre frappe le clocher
de la cathédrale (Luclen Morel-Payen, Alm. T.A.
pour 1935, écrit qu'elle avalt été frappde selze fols
en trols slécles sans &tre trop endommagée).

Cot accident, survenu a une heure du matin,
détrult le clocher qul s'élevalt & 180 pleds, la tol-
ture et ses plombs, les cloches et une statue co-
lossale de Saint-Michel, posée & la pointe du
plgnon do fagade, du cOté du portall. En tombant,
cette statuo créve une voite et tue trols ouvrlers.

Des dommages consldérables sont alnsl occa-
slonnés & la tour, aux voates et aux vitraux.

Amédée Aufauvre, Les tablettes historiques de
Troyes, p. 152.

Note du curé Flllleux, de la parolsse des Noés.
"« En cette annéde, la nult du septiéme octobre, le
feu du clel a tombé sur |‘'dglise Saint-Plerre -e
Troyes et a brusié entlérement la cloche du clo-
cher et toute la charpente [.] la perte est estimée
par des expetts plus de trols cent mil livres. »

Archives communales, filn du registre de 1700
(Relevé aux Arch. dép.)

Note du curé Matoulyot, de la parolsse de Plney :
« Le huictldme Jour du mols d’octobre 1700, & une
heure ou onviron aprés minuict, le feu du clel
tomba sur le cloché de I'église Saint-Plerre de
Troyes, cothédrale du dlocése, et s'attacha au-
dessous la pomme du dit cloché en forme d'une
étollle pendant une bonne demye heure.

Il fondit le plomb, et, ayant pénétré jusques aux
bols, Il bruld le dit cloché et ensultte toute la
haute couverture de l'église, et non celle de bas
costés, sans qu’ll solt resté de la dite couver-
tute ny du dit cloché aucune chose. Les malsons
du volsinnage n‘en ont resentls aucun dommage
parce que |'alr étolt fort tranquil. La perte est fort
considérable et est estimée, avec les voltes nul
sont fort endommagées, & cinq et six cent mil
livies. Les selgneurs evesques Frangols Boutlllié
et Denls Bouthllller, travalllent fort & son rétablis-
sement et y contrlbuent de tout leur pouvolr. «

N.-B.: Ce texte a été repris et résumé au feull-
let 20 r° du cahler de |'année 1700 de la collection
communale.

Mal 1701

Le 18 mal, & Lusigny est Inhumée Antoinette
Noél. agée d'environ 21 ans, qul a été tuée - d'un
coup de tonnert -...;: elle est Inhumée dans le
clmetiére, « aprés qu'on eut trouvé sur elle des
marques de chrestien.., »

Reaistre psrolssial.

Jeudl 7 aodt 1701

A Trouan-le-Petit, le Jeudl 7 aoGt, est enterré An-
dré Person trouvé mort sous les rulnes d'une
grange du chiteau de Mr de Longuell, « |'accldent
étant arrivé par un coup de foudre ..

Registre psrolsslal, série communale. Relevé aux
Archives dép.
Lundi 24 mal 1706 _

A 7 heures et demle du solr, le tonnerre tomba
sur la fleche du clocher de Salint-Plerre, & Bar-sur-

Aube et le feu se communiqua rapldement aux trols
ddmes.

Délibératlons [du Corps de Ville?) Cité par
E. Maury, op. clt.

,Le m&me Jour d huit heures, le clocher de
I'ab(:)aye de Clalrvaux fut également détrult par la
oudre.

Sémilllard, Manuscrits, tome II. Cité par E.

" Maury, op. clit. (celul-cl Indique que le chroniqueur

troyen se trompe d'année, plagant ces deux sinls-
tres en 1703).

25 mal 1706

[A Chavanges] <« Il a falt de terribles nuées,
de la gréle qul a csusé grand dommage. Le
tonisire est tombé sur le clocher de Chavanges
et sur l'dglise St-Plerre de Bar-sur-Aube «.

Registres parolssisux (minute). Relevé aux Arch.

rt .

départ.
21 Juillet 1707

A Lusigny, sont Inhumés dans le clmetiére trols
femmes décédées la vellle subltement, « 8'en retour-
nant de fsuclller s.

éﬂoglutu parolsslal, coll. comm. Relevé aux Arch.

1}
27 juln 1713

A 2 heures et demle de |'aprés-midl, la foudre
tomba sur le clocher d'Hamplgny et y mit le feu.

Sémilllard, Manuscrits, tome II. Cité par E.
Maury, op. cit.
Dimanche 23 juin 1720

A Montfey, « le Dimanche vingt-trols juln, sur
les quatre heures du matin, Il (...) est tombé pen-
dant prés d'une demle heure une gresle grosse
la plupart colmm)e des asufs, cornue, de la hauteur
du genoull, poussé par un grand vent et sans
pluye, qui a perdu entiérem(en])t tout ce qul étolt
semé sur la terre, sans espérance d'aucune récolte,
les terres, les vignes, les prez, les chenevléres,
les arbres, les frults, les Jardins ont été foudroyez ;
cet orage est tombé sur tout le finage d'en bas de
la parolsse et a perdu égalem(en]t toutes les
parolsses volsines, et un pays de plus de 20 lleues
de long sur une demle de large. On [n'}s de
mémolre d’homme rlen veli de semblable.

(Collection communale.) Recuellll par lgs Archi-
ves dép.
19 (?) octobre 1726

Phénoménes météorologiques qul Jettent |'etfrol
dsns |la population. Le brult de la fin du monde s3
répand et la foule épouvantée remplit les églises.

Le clel est en fey: des lueurs électriques lo
slllonnent, accompagnées de détonations.

Aufauvre, Les tablettes historiques de Troyes.

15 aolit 1733

A Bragelogne, le 15 aodt, sont Inhumées deux
personnes « tuées dans les champs par le feu
du clel ou par le tonnerre =.

Registre parolssial (minute). Relevé aux Arch.

dép.
30 juln 1742

Dans |'aprés-midi, un violent orage s’abattit sur
la réglon de Soulalnes, de Morvlilllers et d'Epothé-
mont. Deux Jeunes gens de cette derniére loca-
lIté (..) qul gardalent des bestiaux (...) ont 4t4
foudroyés sous un arbre qul les abritait.

Etlenne, Monographle d'Epothémont. Cité par
E. Maury, op. clt., p. 18.

30 Juin 1742

Le 30 juln 1742, dans ('aprés-midi, un vlolent
orage s'abattit sur la réglon de Soulalne, de Morvll-
llers et d'Epothémont.

Deux jeunes gens de cette dernlére locallté, NI-
colas Baveux, 8gé de 24 ans et Edme Lurat, 8gé
de 21 ans, qul gardaient des bestlaux prés du
fort de I'étang de Villemahu, furent foudroyés sous
un arbre qul les abritait.

Le lendemain matin, Nicolas Canivet, lleutenant
en la Justice de Morvilliers, se transporta. avec
son greffier, Frangols Tassin et Michel Boullenger,
seérgent. & I'endrolt ou les jeunes gens avaient été
tués.

Il trouva les corps et cadavres desdits Baveur et
Lurat sur leur séant, le dos 3ppuyés contre un
petit pommier sauvage, étant sur la rive aes bols
usagers de Morvllllers...

Lesdits deux cadavres avalent été accicentés par
le tonnerre et éclalr d'icelul, sulvant ce qui a
apparu & leur visage ,et estomac toit nolrs et
brualés.

D’aprés Etlenne, Monographle d'Epothémont.
Jeudi 14 novembre 1743

A QOssey-les-Trols-Malsons, « sur les 2 ou 3 heu-
res aprés-midl (,] on a entendu de gros coups
de tonnerre accompagnés d'éclalrs, de pluys et de
grésil en abondance .

Archives communales. Relevé aux Arch. dép.




15 aout 1746
Lo toudro tomba & 8 heures du matln, sur la
grange d'une ferma d'tpagne. Cette grange fut in-
cendice, de maeme que les dcurles voisines.
Archives départ. E. 161. Cité par E. Maury,
op. cit., p. 19.

26 juillet 1751

[A Fontenay do-Bossery], Marie Léger, fille de
Louis Léger, laboureur, ct de Marle Léger, agé de
dix hult ans quatre maois, ayant été frappee du
tonnar dans |'eglise lo vingt-six Julllet est morte
sur-lo-champ et a été Inhumée le lendemain dans
In cimetiére dJu cette paroisse cn préscncg da
Louis Leger. Michel Léger, André Clerain et Etienne
Bertrand qui ont signe pour la plupart... »

Bulletin paroissial (ininute). Relevé oux Arch. de
1"Aubo.

30 aoit 1761
Le clocher de Saint-Urbain dont la légereté répon-
dait & I'élegnnce de 1'édifice, est frappé de la
foudra. C'est depuls cctte époque que I'on volt
I'Intormo tabatitre servant d'abrl & la sonnerie.
Aufouvre, Les tablettes historiques de Troyes.
Voir aussl Luclen Morel-Payen, Alin. T. A. 1935.

27 juin 1764

A Pont-sur-Solne, « le 27 Juin, vellle de la petite
feste Dicu [,) sur les six heures du soir [,) Il a
fait an orage épouvantable [:) entre autres deux
coups de tonnerre & falre frémlir les plus détermi-
nés. 1l est tomhé sur cette Eglise ou parolsse en
trois endroits |;) le premier carreau (1) ou coup
de foudre a découvert lo comble du ceeur et |'a
parcouru dans |'endrolt ol est posé la crolx en
forme d’'arcan clel en éclatant [,) brisant une par-
tic de la thuillo et se Jetant encore sur dautre
couvertures du batiment a costé.

la douxiéma foudre a percé un mur de 6 pleds
depalssour a coté de la sacristie dans la chainbre
du curd, et a comme pris plaisir a Jeter les plerres
et les decombles sur son lit. If y avolt dans
lad{ite) chambre un petit Jesus dans une creche |(.]
Il a é1¢ mis en morceaux et le petit lit de talfe-
tas sur lcquel lenfant Jesus estolt couché a esté
transpartd dans |'autre chambre attenant sans estre
endomagd. La foudre a percé un autre mur pareilllo
épalsseur pour se trensporter dans la sacristie, ou
elle a lroppé cn plysieurs endroit. L'enfant du
chantre a vu du feu qul voltigolt et s'en est
onfuit en pleurant [.] Celul du bedeau qui estoit
dans leglise a esté jetté par terre, apparamant par
I'impuislon de lalre [.) Car Il dit avoir esté poussé
¢t n'a point eu de mal que la peur. Au second
coup aussl elfrayant que l|'autre [,] le tonnerre
est tombé dans la culsine, ou sestolt réfugié le
Curé avec lainée de ses sceurs [.] Cette foudre a
éclaté comme Ils sortolent et a environné cette
s@ur qul est tombée comme morte 8u pled du
Curé qul sest enfult dans la salle en crlant [:e]) ma
scecur est tuée du tonnerre [».)] Deux de ses
neveux [.] a ces mots, ont fondu en l'erme [.]

Et le curd retournant sur ses pas pour voir &l
le feu avoit pris [,] & trouvé sa scur qul se
relevolt, en lul disant [:») vous nestes donc pas
morte ? |-) Elle a répondu quelle n’'avolt rlen en-
tendu ny vu [.] mais seulement sentl un coup Ssur
la teste qul [‘avoit renversée.

C'est une espece de miracle [.) car le Curéd a vu
pluslieurs careaux dc feu lentourer et les troupes
qul estolent en garnison ont vu sortir la foudre
enflaméo par la cheminde de cette culsine.

Apparament que cette méme foudre a aussl
passe dans la chambre au dessus, on sest apperc:s
qu'elle avoit puvert deux batans ou partes d'armoir
par les gons ou bien en déchirant le bois et les
déinantant comma avec un mauvais ciscau. On sest
aussi apperqu qu'il avoit percé le mur au dessu3s
du banc des margullliers et que de la [.]} il
avoit monte dans la tribune a costé de la cuisine
ou il n lait bien du ravage. L'instant d'avant !,)
cette place estoit occupée par la plus jeune des
sewrs du Curé qul |.]) heureusement venolt de
quitter cette place pour courlr aprés ses neveix
dont elle estoit Inquiete. Cette sollicitude luy a
valu la vie, car la foudre I'auroit redult en cen-
dres '

En un mot [.) ca jour 1a le tonnerre a son ordi-
naire, a fait des choses surprenantes car Il a
aussi este tomber a cent pas de la, vis avis la
porte de la lermiare de Prieuré.

Et c'est un miracle que le prleuré appartenant
a Monsicur Labbe de Fieury (.| Evesque de Char-
tres, n'aye pas estd consumd par lus tlamos ot
cing ou si personnes rédultes en cendre.

C'est ce que le sleur Baudouin [.] Curé cerli-
tie véritable pour avoir vu par luy méme tout
ce qul est cy dessus et des autres parts [,] rap-
portés & Pont le 28 Juin 1764. Baudouin [.) curé.

Collection communale.

(1) Carreau: Poédtiquement: « Carreaux de Ila
foudre . Expression due au fait que |'on croyait la
foudre formée d‘'une matiére solide que l'on com-
parait aux carreaux d'arbaléte. J.D.

1768

[A Lignol-le-Chateau] «1'été a été des plus
orageux ; on a soulfert dans quantité de Pays de
la gréle et du tonnerre .

Note du curé in Registre paroissial (minute).
Relevé par les Arch. dép.

27 juin 1772

[A Gumery) « le vingt-sept juin 1772 sur les onze
heures du solr, Il y a eu un orage des plus
violents et un vent Impétueux accompagné d’'éclairs
tres vifs, continuels et de tonnerres. Hultl granges
ont été abatties dans laparoisse (:) beaucoup de
toits endommagés, de maisons découvertes (.] des
arbres arrachez, cassez. tortillez en diftférentes
manléres de sorte que |'on a été obligez de couper
bien des bols avant leur temps. Le fracas que
tout cela causolt empéchoit de distinguar le
tonnerre. |l n'y a point eu de grélle [.] Les grains
ont tres peu souffert [.]

Cet orage a duré dans sa force prés d'une
heure [.] Il a tenu plus de quatre-vingt lleles
de pays et causé dans beaucoup d’endroits des
dommages bien plus considérables, la nécessitté
ou on se trouvait de tous costez de faire des
réparations ont fait monter le prix de la thuile. et
des journées des ouvriers quli ont profité de la
circonstance. »

Note du Curé Tonnellier in Reglstre paroissial
(minute). Relevée aux Archives de |'Aube.

24 mal 1773

A Racines, « les nommés Elol Berlot, Etlenne.
Challley, manouvrier, demeurant au hameau des
Cousturots, de cette paroisse de Racines et For-
eot, tisserand audit lieu. ont été Incendiés par
e feu du clel le 24 mal qul a réduit leurs bati-
ments en cendres [.] On ne pouvait en approcher
tant le feu était ardent «.

Registre paroissial, collection communale. Relevé
aux Archives départ.

10 aoit 1774

Un orage d'une grande Intensité éclate au-dessus
de Troyes et de la banlieue. La foudre cause un
incendie & Saint-Mesmin, et une trombe compromet
ce qul restait de froment sur pied.

Aufauvre., Les tablettes historiques de Troyes.

27 juin 1783

Violent orage qui répand I'effrol dans la vilie.

Le tonnerre ne cesse de gronder pendant plu-
sleurs heures de sulte. Le fluide électrique frappe
la ville en plus de vingt places, sans cependant
occasionner d‘Incendie.

Les églises de Saint-Nizier de Troyes., des vil-
lages de Sainte-Syre et de Saint-Léger, sont frap-
pées de la foudre.

Aufauvre, Les tablettes historiques de Troyes.

N.B. Dans ses registres paroissiaux, le curé de
La Ferté-Macé. en Normandie, a noté ce qui suit :
« Depuis le 12 juin Jusqu'au milieu d'octobre 1783,
on a remarqué dans |'air pendant plusieurs mois,
des brouillards secs que les physiciens de notra
temps appellent brouillards électriques.

lis ont beaucoup obscurci |'atmosphére et nous
dérobaient les rayons du soleil et de la lune deux
a trcis heures apieés leur lever et surtout apres
leur coucher. Le soleil et la lune pendant les
brouillards étaient rouges comine du sang du
matin au soir. »

11 juillet 1788

Violent orage qui, pendant toute la nuit, consterne
tous les habitants de Troyes et du vaisinage.

Le clocher de Thennelieres est foudroyé.

Aufauvre. Les tablettes historiques de Troyes.

Lundi 8 septembre, 1788

Lundi 8 septembre, a six heures du solr, deux
hommes de Précy Saint-Martin furent frappés de
la foudre et trouvés mort sur le chemin de tra-
verse de Lesmont et Précy. Cet accident arriva
au premier coup de tonnerre qul précéda la pluie.
On a observé sur la téte du nomme Deligny une
plaie d'environ deux pouces de long sur un demi-
pouce de profondeur, avec une cavité d'un pouce




sous la peau: les cheveux étoient grillés, il y
avoit 3 scs jambes et dessous les doigts de ses
peds de légeras meurtrissures, auxquelles atoient
collees de petitos parcelles du cuire de ses sou-
hers (déchirés par la foudre). tous ses habits
ctoient ¢n morceaux, sans aucune plale apparente
sur son corps que celle de la téte. Il paroit qu’il
a été enveloppé par la foudre, et qu'elle a fait
explosion sur lui; car on a trouve son argent
pinsi quo des lambecaux de ses habits, jusqu’'a
vingt pas ; ses bas de coton étoient seulement cri-
bles de trous. Les canelures de son porte-colle
d'argent ont éte fondus par le fluide électrique,
ct ses boucles de jarrctieres et de souliers du™
jméme meatal tortilliées et noircies ; mais sans
ltusion ;: ses boutons de manches qui étoient d’étaln
nont éprouvé aucune altération. Son camarade
mort A trols pas de lul, n‘avoit aucune plale appa-
rente, mais seulement un peu de sang 2 la bou-
che: ce qul prouve qu'll a été suffoqué par la
vapeur sulphureuse.
Journal do Troyes, 17 septembre 1788.

12 juillet 1789 :
Un orage éclate au-dessus de Troyes. La foudre
couse plusieurs dommages au réfectoire du Cﬁl-
lége.

Aufauvre, Les Tablettes historiques de Troyes.

Vendredi 8 avril 1842 :

Vendredi dernler, & trois heures aprés-mldi, la fou-
dre est toinbée a Nogent-sur-Seine. par la cheml-
née du sleur Amédée Delaunay, boulanger, cour
Gallet, pendant qu'll ¢était avec quelques person-
nes tout prés de cette cheminée. Le tonnerre a
causé peu de dégats, et n'a heureusement atteint
personne ; |l est sortl en cassant un carreau de
la porte vitrée de la cour, La commotion a été sl
lorte que tous les volsins ont cru qu'll étalt tombé
chez cux, Malgré le plus abominable temps, ||
s'est trouvé du monde en un clin d'all pour
porter des secours, 8'll en eut été besoin. On en
a été quitte pour la peur.
Petites-Affiches de Nogent.

Mardi 12 juiliet 1842

= On nous écrit des Riceys. 13 Jjulllet 1842 :

Hier, dans |'aprés-midi, le tonnerre est tombé
dans la maison de M. Gérard-Verdin, propriétaire
3 Ricey-Haute-Rive : heureusement, personne n'a
é1é tué nl blesséy Le fluide électrique s'est dirigé
d'abord sur un fil de fer servant a faire mouvoir
une machine qul, placée au-dessus d'un tuyau
de cheminée, est destiné & empécher la fumée.
A la faveur de cet apparell, le fluide s’est Intro-
duit dans une piece de |'étage supérieur, ou il
a deégradé une pctite portion de mur, en prenant
pour conducteur une tringle de grands rideaux. De
1. Il est descendu dans la salle a manger, ou
le couvert était mis. Mme Gérard-Verdin préparait
son dessert & cOté de la cheminée, lorsque, tout
& coup. le flulde perga le mur au-dessous de la
glace, et couvrit cette dame de platras et autres
debris. sans lul falre aucun mal. L'état de surdité
de cette dame, occaslonné par son Age avancé, ne
lui avait pas permis d'entendre la détonation. La
pendule qui était sur la cheminée, ainsl que d'au-
tres objets électrisables qui se trouvalent dans
la salle, n‘ont point été déranyés, nl endomma-
gés.

En sortant de la salle, le tonnerre a entrainé
avec lul, & travers un carreau, plusieurs frag-
ments de platre retrouvés depuis dans la cour, &
quelques metres de la fenétre.

cet instant, M. Gérard-Verdin qul étalt sur
son perron et se disposait a rentrer pour se mettre
a table, cst resté comme anéanti et suffoqué par
l'odeur du soutre, sans cependant qu’il lul arrlvat
de plus grand mal.

Poursuivant sa cotirse rapide. le flulde est alle
de la dans une maison voisine, en s'introduisant
par la cheminée. La, il brala iégérement le jaret
du sieur Buot (dit le Prussien), et cela. chose
etonnante, sans endommager aucunement son pan-
talon. «

L'Aube, samedi 16 juillet 1842.

Mardi 19 juillet 1842
« Mardi dernier, 8 quatre heures du soir, le ton-
nerre st tomhé & Bar-sur-Selne, sur la grande
croix du cunetiere. La pierre qul iul servait de
pied a été brisée en plusieurs morceaux. o
L'Aube, mardi 26 juillet 1842.

Dimanche 9 aodt 1842
« la ftoudre est tombée, dimanche dernier, dans
plusieurs endroits de notre ville [Troyes]).

-_—

Il n'y a eu. heureusement, aucun accident a dé-
plorer. «

L°'Aube, mardl 22 aout 1842.
Vendredi 9 juin 1843

»Le 9 Juln, la foudre est tomhée & Arembécourt,
sur la maison du sleur Lorphelin; elle a seule.
ment brisé le tuyau de la cheminée. »

L'Aube, mardi 20 juin 1843.

Aodt 1843
« Nous lisons dans le dernier numéro
e L'Echo d'Arcis » : de
il 'y a peu de Jours, vers sept heures du matin
environ, par un temps calme. mals sombre et
pluvieux, un globe de feu s'est montré aux yeux
de plusleurs personnes qul se trouvaient dans les

. rues de Plancy (canton de Méry, arrondissement

d’'Arcis-sur-Aube), et Il a disparu Instantanément.
L'apparition de ce météore Igné a été accompagné
d'un violent coup de foudre qul a causé un ébran-
lement général.

Le flulde électrique, en faisant irruption par le
tuyau du poéle dans un ateller ou une trentaine
d'ouvrlers bonnetlers étalent occupés. a secouéd
violemment ceux qul é4taient assis.

L'un d'eux, homme déjh 8gé et atteint de dou-
leurs rhuriatismales assez algués, sentit le flulde
frapper la fonture de son métler et passer sur
son visage ; presqu'au méme moment, le banc du
r:élllear et l'ouvrier furent lancés & quelques pas
e |4,

Cet événement parait jusqu’icl avolr eu une In-
fluence plutét bénéfique que facheuse sur la
santé de cet homme, car il n'a pas encore, depuis
la secousse qu'il a ressentle, éprouvé les dou-
leurs rhumatismales qui l'avalent travaillé cruelle-
ment jusque-la. «

L'Aube, 17-18 aout 1843, p. 3, col. 2.

Nuit du dimanche 26
au lundi 27 janvier 1845

« Une bourrasque de vent, qul s'est falt sentir
dans la nult de dimanche & lundi, a causé de
grands dommages aux habltants et aux propriétés.

On nous rapporte que la foudre est tombée en
plusleurs endrolts, entr'autres & Cussangy, sur la
maison du sleur Joseph Lalfrat : aprés avolr pénétré
par la tolture du grenler, elle y a cassé une des
solives du plancher et est descendue dans une
des chambres du rez-de-chaussée, ou elle a dé-
gradé tous les mortiers. Les personnes qul étaient
couchées dans cette malson en ont été quittes, fort

qu'une commotion extraordinalre qul les faisait
trembler dans leur lit.

Le Petit Courrler de Bar-sur-Seine cité (sans
?g:g] dans L'Aube, n° des 27-28 Janvier Janvler

Jeudl 11 septembre 1845

« [A Troyes], Jeudi solr, vers six heures, la fou-
dre est tombée sur un pin du jardin du sieur Mau-
goust, limonadler & la Tour-Boileau.

Plusleurs personnes qul se trouvaient chez ce
dernler 8’en apergurent & I'odeur sulphureuse qui
tout & coup les Incommoda.

Leur conviction devint encore plus grande sur
I'actlon du flulde électrique, lorsqu’ils virent pen-
dant 10 minutes de la fumée s'échapper de la cime
de l'arbre résineux.

La foudre n'a lalssé nulle autre trace de son
passage. »

L'Aube, n° daté 14-15 sept. 1845, p. 2, col. 1.

Vendredi 24 juillet 1846

= Hier, vers dix heures du soir, la foudre est
tombée sur la caserne de la gendarmerie ; sur
I'aile droite des batiments occupés par MM. les
officlers. . La foudre n'a causé fort heureusement
aucun événement facheux.

Aujourd’hul, 1l est facile de volr qu'une vingtaine
de tulles ont été soulevées ou brisées. On remar-
que également avec curiosité que quelques mor-
ceaux de ces tulles ont été en quelque sorte vitrl-
fiés par le fluide électrique. Une solive du grenler
a 6té a moltlé rompue, une cheminée quelque
peu lézardée et queldques pierres qul formaient
cordon en ont été aussi détachées.

En pénétrant dans le grenier, le fluide a laissé,
d'une maniére Inoffensive des traces sensibies
de son passage, puls est ressorti par la partie nord-
ouest du batiment, et a roulé le long du quai aux
pleds de M. Baudesson, directeur des contribu-
tions directes. qul se rendait avec sa demoisclle
et son fils & la soirée de Mme Doyen.

\heureusemem pour la peur, car elles n'ont éprouvé




Un ouvrler cardonnlor qui se trouvalt prés de la
gendarmerle a 6té attelnt par le Huide ; cet hoinme
ne pouvant rdsister A la vive commotion qu’ll
é¢prouva, tomba b terre, mals peu aprés |l put
se relover ot gagner sa demeure. o

L'Aube, 25-26 Julllut 1846, p. 3, col. 1.

« Lo sleur Loppin qul, le 24 Julllet, fut violem-
ment atteint, prés de In caserne de la gendarme-
rie par lo tulde électriquo, est aujourd’hul si dan-
gerousement malade, que les médecins perdent
tout espoir do le sauver.

L'Aube, 2-3 noat 1406, p. 4, col. 1.

« Hier, 24 Julllet, vers hult heures du solr, la
foudro est tombée a Nogent-en-Othe prés Saint-
Nards, et y a consumé deux maisons et une
écuria. »

L'Aube, 25-26 Julllet 1846, p. 3, col. 1.

Vendredi 28 aodt 1846
Vendredl solr, vers neuf heures, la foudre est
tombéo & Lagesse. prés Chaource, sur une malson
couverte en pallle. Instantanément elle a été en-
vahlo par les flammes, alnsl que deux autres mal-
sons prosque contigués. Rlen n‘a pu é&tre sauvé.
L'Aube, 30-31 aout 1846, p. 2, col. 1

Lundi 28 septembre 1846

« Uno lettre que nous recevons de Blalncourt
nous annonce quo la foudre est tombée, le 28 sep-
tembre, vers cing heures du solr, 3 Juzanvigny,
canton de Soulaines, au domicile du sleur Lalle-
mand, p¢ro des malheureux Incendiés de la ferme
de la Folle.

Deux bottes de chanvro déposéas prés de la che-
minde ont seulement été consumées, grlce aux
personnes de la malson qul ont pu étouffer, dés
son princlpe, ce germe d'incendle. La foudre n'a
laissé do son passage aucun autre Indice s.

L'Aube, 1er-2 octobre 1846.

Samedi 21 mal 1864

« Un Incendie, occaslonné par la foudre, a éclaté
& Cormost (canton de Boullly), le 21 courant a
midl, au domicile du sleur Nicolas Mosdler, mar-
chand do bols et a détrult, en moins d'une heure,
tous les batliments ainsl que le moblilier qu'lls ren-
fermaicnt... »

L°'Aubo, 25-26 mal 1864.

« On écrit de Bar-sur-Selne, que samedl| dernler,
21 mai, vers deux Neures de |'aprés-mlidi, un vio-
lent orago a causé des dégits considérables dans
plusleurs communes de la vallée de |'Ource et
de la Seclne ; 3 Loches, 3 Landreville, & Essoyes,
& Verpilléres, 3 Cunfin, 3 Buxeull, & Nuevllle, &
Gyé., 3 Courteron ; et dans quelques autres loca-
lités, les vignes et les arbres frultiers ont été dé-
truits par la gréla.

Dé)Ad ces communes avaient eu beaucoup & souf-
frir de la gqolée ; mals aujourd’hul on y consli-
dére la récolte de la vigne comme compromise. .

L'Aube, 27-28 mal 1864.

« On nous écrit de Vaudes que samedi dernler,
21 courant, la foudre est tombée sur la bergerle
du sieur Nicolas Brunet, propriétaire. Deux agneaux
ont été tués, la clolson démolle, et la tolture brl-
sée. »

L'Aube, 27-28 mal 1864.

« Le 21 du courant dit I'Echo d'Arcls, la foudre
est tombée & Droupt-Sainte-Marle, sur la malson
habitée par le sleur Jaubert, Léon, bonnetler.
Celul-cl étalt sortl.

En rentrant, Il remarqua des dégits dans la mal-
son et dans sa grange ; cinq carreaux d'une fené-
tre étaicnt cassés.

Il n'a rien été bralé. «

L'Aube, mardl 31 mal 1864, p. 3.

= On nous écrit de Vaudes que, samed| dernler,
21 courant, la foudre est tomhée sur la bergerie
du sieur Nicolas Brunet, propriétalre. Deux agneaux
ont eté tués, la clolson démolle, et la tolture brl-
sée. Un commencement d'incendie s’est déclaré
dans les fourrages placés au-dessus de |['étable ;
mals de prompts secours ont arrétés les progrés
du feu. »

L'Aube, 27-28 mal 1864, p. 2, col. 2

Jeudi 2 juin 1864

« Jeudl 2 juln, dit I'Echo d'Arcls, vers six heures
du soir, un vrage d'une assvz grande violence a
eu lieu sur la commune de Chassericourt. Le ton-
nerre est tombé sur une écurle appartenant 2
M. Pierre-Louls Travaillot, ot Il a tué une vache.

Il étalt entré par la toltwre dont Il a broyé une
grande quantité de tuiles. Diverses piéces de buls

qui torment cldture au bout de |'écurle. ont ¢té
brisées avec fracos.

]
\J La premitre des six vaches a été tuéde, deux

domestiques ont été renversés par le coup. Le
grange étalt remplle de fumée et de poussiére.

Le dommage est d'environ 400 F. .

L'Aube, 12-13 juln 1864, p. 3, col. 2

Mardl 7 Juln 1864

« Accident causé par la foudre.

Mardl dernler, pendant |'orage qul a éclaté sur
la vallée de |'Aube, vers une heure de |'aprés-
midi, un des ouvriers occupés 3 la tranchée de
Jessalns a été frappé mortellement par la foudre,
un second a été renversé et a éprouvé de violentes
douleurs aux épaules, et un troisitme a ressentl
les effets du flulde électrlque dans les Jambes.

Ces trols ouvriers avalent qultté le chantier, et
au lleu de s’'abriter sous des sapins comme
leurs camarades, lls s'étalent sauvés en courant
A& Jessains. L'ouvrier mortellement frappé habltailt
Dolancourt ; Il s'appelle Louls Collin, et est 8gé de
''32 ans. On n'a trouvé sur son corps aucune trace
de blessure ; mals son chapeau a été déchiré et
carbonisé

Le Mémorlal.

Jeudl 16 novembre 1876

Jeudl dernler, 16 novembre, entre quatre heures
et demle et six heures du solr, un orage violent,
précédé d‘une plule diluvienne, a éclaté & Faux-
Villecerf, canton de Marclilly-le-Hayer. Le tonnerre
est tombé sur la malson du sleur Siron-Challoy,
maréchal-ferrant & Faux-Villecerf. La foudre a coupé
la cheminée de la forge construite en briques
comme avec un couteau et a rasé la tolture. Les
briques ont été éparplllées, brisées toutes en me-
nus morceaux, ot elles ont volé & sept ou hult
metres autour des batiments. Un fusil chargé.
placé dans |'Intérleur de la malson a éclaté par
sulte de la commotion @électrique. Une forte
détonation s’'en est sulvie. Des plaques de tdle
ont été tordues en spirale. Aucun autre accldent
ne s'est manifesté, et personne n'a été blessé au-
dedans des batiments, sur les murs desquels la
foudre a marqué son passage en plusieurs endroits.

L'Aube, Vendr. 24 nov. 1876, p. 2, col. 4

Septembre 1898

« A Ramerupt, M. Ferrot, |'aubergiste du village
qul, depuls le matin s‘est plaint de la chaleur ac-
cablante, se tralne péniblement sur le pas de
sa porte. Atteint de rhumatismes algus aux Jam-
bes, Il ne se déplace qu'avec des cannes et tout
effort le fatigue.

Comme 1l tourne la téte pour regarder vers
le centre du pays, un éclair gigantesque sulvl d'un
horribie claquement le foudrole.

Projeté violemment au fond de la piéce, Il tombe
sans connalssance ; on le ranilme difficilement,

aveugle.

Il ne retrouve progressivement la vue qu'au
bout d'une dizalne d'heures.

Les douleurs s'atténuent alors et |l s'apercgolt
avec une surprise émervellliée que ses rhuma-
tismes ont complétement disparu.

Mme J. Gagniére, Vie en Champagne, n° 270,
V’Iene Gauroy,

% mals le malheureux reste prostré, complétement

La terre de ses coldres. Cité par Mme J.
Gagniére, Vie en Chempeagne, n°o 270, p. 15.

Mardl 5 juin 1900

« A Troyes, le tonnerre est tombé dans |'an-
clenne proprlété de M. Marot, prés de |'usine Quin-
quarlet. »

Le Petit Troyen, mercredl 6 Juln 1900.

Mardi 12 juln 1900

« La foudre est tombée non loin de Pargues, sur
une meule de pallle appartenant & M. Régnler-
Virey, cultivateur & Pargues.

Cette meule qul comprenait environ 1 600 bottes
de pallle de blé a été totalement détruite.

C’est une perte de prés de 500 francs pour le
propriétalre.

Le Petit Troyen, vendredl 15 Juin 1900.

« Le 12 courant, vers trols heures de |'aprés-mldi,
M. Regnault Charles, 4gé de 60 ans, propriétaire
aux Riceys, revenait des champs.

Ayant pénétré dans son écurle ou se trouvalent
quatre vaches et un cheval, Il vit une de ses

/) vaches étendue 2 terre : elle avalt été foudroyée -
4

les autres animaux qul se trouvaient dans la
méme écurle n'ont eu aucun mal.

M. Regnault estime sa vache 500 francs. Il y a
assurance.

Ibid.




7 au 8 juillet 1919
« Aux Riceys... La foudre est tombée sur la
pointoe du clocher entre minult et une heure du

matin, Incendlant I'édifice qul brala & la fagon
d’uno torche. »
Cominission mdléorologique de |'Aube. Résumd

des observations faites & Troyes et dans les di-
versos stations du département en 1919. Annuaire
de |'Aube pour 1921, p. 88.

Jeudl 12 mal 1921
Saulcy. « La foudre a endommagé deux poteaux
téléphoniques. »

La Tribune de I'Aube. Mardl 17 mal 1921. UOS

.
\
'

'

2 mal 1921

«le 2 mal, un orage assez Intense, venant du
sud et se dirigeant vers le nord, embrase tout
le département molns |'arrondissement de Bar-sur-
Seine.

... Une chute de foudre est signalée & Barberey
sur l'usine électrique s.

Comm. météo... Annuaire de |'Aube pour
p. 60.

Dimanche 15 mal 1921

Juzanvigny. « Orage aussl violent que dans les
communes volisines. La foudre tomba sur I'étable
de M. Ernest Broulllard, tuant les deux vaches qul
8'y trouvalent. »

La Tribune de I'Aube, mercredl 1921.

Rouvres-les-Vignes. « ... la foudre est tombée sur
le clocher, heureusement sans |'Incendler. »

La Tribune de I'Aube, mercredl 18 mal 1921.

Lagesse. = Dimanche, vers 13 heures, un orage
d'une assez grande violence s’est abattu sur notre
commune... Au cours de cet orage, la foudre tomba
en divers endroits, Chez M. Ricard Jules, elle ar-
racha une rampe de la cquverture; chez Mme
veuve Chamolin, elle tomba dans la cheminée sans
causer de dégats, mals Mme Chamoln et |'une
de ses ftilles qul se trouvalent prés de la che-
minée en ressentirent une violente commotion
dans les Jambes. Dans la campagne, plusleurs ar-
bres furent également atteints de la foudre. »

La Tribune de I'Aube, mercredi 18 mail 1921,

Gélannes. « Vers 2 heures du solr, la foudre
tomba sur |'étable de M. Boulet Emllo. de Lon-
gueperte et tua ugp veau.

Une botte de pallle commencga meme & flamber.
Sans la présence d'esprit d'un volsin, M. Praslin,
qul accourut A la vue de la fumée sortant de

1922,
I

I'étable, un sinistre plus grand aurait été & dé-
plorer. «
La Tribune de |I'Aube, mercredl 18 mal 1921.
Arsonval. « C'est surtout de 2 heures & 3 heu-

res 30 qu'il (lI'orage) a éclaté dans toute sa force.
Les éclairs sillonnalent les nues, tandis que le
tonnerre grondalt sans Interruption. La foudre
tomba en trois endroits, abattant, & la sortle du
village, un poteau télégraphique. »

La Tribune de |'Aube, mercred!|

Montaulin. « La foudre est tombée en trols en-
drolts sur des poteaux télégraphiques, mais ne
causa presque pas de dégats. »

La Tribune de |'Aube, vendredi 20 mal 1921.

Fresnoy-le-Chateau. - La foudre est tombée en
plusleurs endrolts. Chez M. Ganne-Roy, fermier au
Haut-Chéne. elle frappa & mort un cheval qui se
trouvalt dans un parc proche de la ferme. »

La Tribune de I|'Aube, vendredi 20 mal 1921.

Argangon. « La foudre toinba sur un peuplier, le
labourant presque de haut en bas. »

La Tribune de I'Aube, vendredi 20 mal 1921,

Arrenti¢res. « La foudre est tombée sur un pol-
rler appartenant & M. Aubry et situé & environ
30 m des habitations. -

18 mal 1921.

La Tribune de I'Aube, 18 mal 1921.
Crespy-le-Nauf. « Pendant trols quarts d'heure
les éclairs et le tonnerre firent rage... La foudra

tomba 3 plusieurs reprises sur des poteaux té'é-
graphiques et des arbres Isolés. »
la Tribune de I'Aube, mercredl 18 mal 1921,
Morvilllers. « ... Le fluide électrique toucha dI-
vers endroits du pays, notamment |'établissement
de M. Brisson, cafetler, ou il occasionna des mé-
faits curleux et des dégéts assez linportants... s
La Tribune de |'Aube, jeudi 19 mal 1921.

Mercredi 25 mal 1921
Vallieres. « ... lLa foudre eost
batiment agricole de M. Dalillant
des deégits matériels.
La Tribune de |'Aube, mardi 31 mal 1921.

tombée sur le
Emlile, causant

Dimanche 5 juin 1921

Fresnoy. « Le Tonnerre est tombé dans le parc de
la ferme de la Borde exploitée par M. Bleiner.
Une vache a été tuée au milieu du troupeau.

Vendeuvre. « La foudre est tombée en plusieurs
endroits sur une grange. »

La Tribune de |'Aube, mardl 7 juin 1921.

Villiers-Herbisse. <« La foudre est tombée chez
Mérat-Mony, sans cependant causer d'incendie.
Le fiulde. aprés avolr fortement détérloré deux

tuyaux de cheminée et Quelque peu malmene la
couverture en ardolse, n'a pas cause, fort heureu-
sement, d'accidents de personnes.

Lnatrlbuno de |'Aube, mercredi 8 juin 1921,
col
La Tribune de I|'Aube, mardl 7juln 1921.

« On a & regretter la destruction d'une partie du
clocher de la viellle église de Pel-et-Der, datant
du XVie siécle.

La foudre, tombée vers 4 heures, sur la fieche.
provoqua le feu & la ferme. Mais ce ne fut que
vers 5 heures qu'on s'apergut de ce commence-
ment d'incendle et que les seccurs purent étre
organisés par les pomplers de la commune assis-
tés de leurs coliegues de Vlllehardouin.

On congolt la difficuité de la lutte entreprise
contre le fléau. Néanmoins, les clochetons flan-
quant la tléeche ont pu étre préservés.

Par sulte de la destruction de son support, la
cloche est toinbée, sans blesser aucun des coura-
geux sauveteurs.

Ce n'est que plus tard dans la solrée que tout
danger d'extension de |'incendie put étre défini-
tivement écarté.

Il.- Tribune de |'Aube, mardl 7 juin 1921,
col. 1.

Dimanche 17 juillet 1921

« Le 17 [Juillet), le temps est lourd et ora-
geux ; un orage venant du sud éclate vers 6 hen
res et demle et s'étend sur tout le département,
moins |'arrondissement de Bar-sur-Aube...

La foudre tombe & Salnt-Andié-les-Vergers, -at
démolit une cheminée...

Comm. météo... Annuaire de |'Aube pour
p. 62.

Mercredl 10 aolt 1921

p. 3.

p. 3.

1922,

Bar-sur-Aube. « ... 1l étaif exactement une heura
du matin, la foudre est tombée sur le clocher
Saint-Pierre, faisant voler en éclats toutes |:s

ardolses du faite, c'est-a-dire la pointe ou la par-
tie depuis le dome renfermant le clocher, lalssant
4 nu le tavillonnage qul se trouve fort endom-
magé.

le feu se déclara ensulte dans la charpente,
mals |l s'éteignit de lul-méme, noyé par la trombe
d'eau qul s’'abattit aussitdt. Le sol étalt hier re-
couvert de tous les débris de ces ardolses et des
bouts de tavillons consumés.

Heureusement que les habitants des malsons en-
tourant |'église avalent fermé leurs persiennes,
sans quol il ne serait pas resté, par suite des
éclats d'ardoises, un seul carreau aux fenétres.
Cependant, I'un des éclats a atteint quand méme
et cassé la vitre de |'lmposte de la demeure de
M Delettre, cocher. Heureusement aussl que le
feu se solt éteint sous la forte chute d'eau,
car, en ralson de la violence du vent, les flain-
meéches auralent communiqué |'incendie a tout
le paté de malsons se trouvant de chaque cotd
de |'église et dont la plupart sont en bois.

D'autre part, & ladite église Saint-Pierre se
trouve enclavée, au midl, une petite maison con-
prenant une chambre au rez-de-chaussée et une
chambre au premier étage, laquelle est occupée
par Mine veuve Beauguillot, menagere. Or, la ‘tou-
dre est descendue par |'escalier conduisant au
premier étage, aplatissant comme une véritable
galette un tuyau rond de culsiniere appartenant
a cette personne, puis fit une breche dans le
mur de la chambre du rez-de chaussée sans causer
de dégats a la vaisselle déposée sur les rayons
situés prés de cette bréche et finalement disparut
par ou elle était venue, aprés avoir causé une
frayeur, toute naturelle d'aileurs, a Mme Beau-
guillot... »

La Tribune de |'Aube, vendredi 12 aoat 1921, o. 2,
col. 3.

Bar-sur-Seine. < ... La foudre tomba en deux en-

droits différents, sans causcr de dégats.
Jeudl 1°* juin 1922

Fontaine. « Trols ouvriers, MM. Charetraire,
Fourmy et Pamentier, qui étalent occupés a la

malson. s’étaient. a l'approche de l'orage. retugiés
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dons le tas de foin. la foudre tomba non loin
d'eux, mals aucun ne fut atteint. s

La Tribune de |'Aube.
Lundi 16 juillet 1928

Troyes. « Chez M. Hugo, cultivateur aux Vieilles
Vignes. la foudre tomba sur |'écurie aux vaches,
ne produlsant aucun dégat, mals présentant un
phénomeéne assez caractéristique. Un carreau de
cotte écurlo fut trouce commme au passage dune
balle. Aucune béte ne fut atteinte. Une voiture
gerblére rangée devant cette écurle fut deplacee
de 10 meétres. L'antenne de T.S.F. de Mme PAaison-
nave fut rompue sans autre dégat.

Le transformateur électrique de Saint-Parres-aux-
Tertres, & haute tension de 20000 volts. eut son
fil de terre arraché, 3 plombs de haute et 2 plombs
de basse tension furent fondus. «

Troyes. La foudre détrulsit le potelet électrique
amenant la lumiére aux vestlaires (du Stade de
I’Aube). =

Creney. « Mme Bertaux, charcutiére, vaquant aux
besolns de son commerce. apergut soudainement
une gerbe de feu |alllir au-dessus du clocher d2
I'd4glise. La foudre tombajt effectivement sur le
clocher, déséquilibrant le coq, arrachant les ardoi-
ses de la tolture de haut en bas dans une ligne
en S et les projotant dans la cour de |'habitation
de M. Briclot-Berthaut Lavau. « La foudre tomba
sur la grange de Mme Vve Gobin, arrachant les
ferrenents de la porte. »

La Valotte (Cnne de Lavau). « La foudre tombalt
bientdt sur la grange de M. Hippolyte Gérard.
78 ans, cultivateur.

Ce dernier, alité depuls 6 mols, atteint d'une
maladle de caeur, était au lit sous la garde de
son gendre M. Fardet. *

Sous la violence du tonnerre, M. Fardet quit-
talt le malade et, sortant de la maison, apercevalt
la boule de feu dévalant la toiture, s’abattant sur
une pumpe & main pour s'écraser dans la cour.

Croyont que le feu allait se communiquer
bAtiment, M. Fardet donnalt I'alarme.

Au prix d'un effort surhumain, le septuagénaire
se leva et se rendit sur le seull de sa chambre.

au

Il n'y resta: que quelques secondes, retourna
péniblement au lit ou Il tomba foudroyé par la
commotion. Il étalt mort, »
Lundl 16 julllet 1928

Saviéres. « A 20 h 30. les éclairs sillonnérent

le clel, la foudre tomba en plusieurs endroits sans
aucune chute d'eau.

M. et Mine Flamisset, vaquant dans leur cui-
sine. apergurent une gerbe d'étincelles jaillls-
sant d'un poteau-lumiére volsin et regurent une

commotion sl violente qu'lls furent Impuissanty a
tout mouvement, pendant plus d'une heure.

la foudre tommba également sur |'habitation de
Mme Tixerant, déplagant une armoire et proje-
tant Mme Tixerant & terre. Dans sa chute. cette
dame fut légérement blessée et dut recevoir les
soins du docteur Dupont, de Payns. Le jeune
Tapprest, 8gé de 0 ans, qui jouait dans la cour
de 1'habitation avec un cerceau en fer n'eut aucun
mal mals son cerceau fut brisé. «

Le Petit Troyen, jeudl 19 juillet 1928, p. 2, col. 3.

Montceaux. - Pendant plusieurs heures. les
éclairs aveuglants sillonnérent le ciel et de vio-
lents coups de tonnerre se succédérent trés rap-
prochés.

La foudre est tombée en différents endroits,
notamment dans le parc a bestiaux de a3 ferine

de Lhopiteau ou une des plus belles vaches du
troupcau fut frappée a mort. «

Le Petit Troyen, vendredi 20 juillet 1928, p. 2.
col. 4.
Samedi 4 aoat 1928

Sainte Savine <« Les néfaits de la foudre. Elle

est tombée sur le monument aux Morts. Importants
dégats

Au cours de l|'orage qui éclata dans la nuit de
vendredi a samaodi, vers 2 heures du matin. se
succéderent, au-dessus de Sainte-Savine, de fra-
cassants coups de tonnerre. Le coq en bronze, qui
surmontait le monument aux Morts. érigé au milieu
du clmetiere, fit paratonnerre et le monument, en
forme de pyramide, fut foudroyé.

Hier matin, les ouvriers, en  arrlvant dans la
nécropole, s'apergurent du fait. le coq 3aulois.
haut du 1,40 m, et pesant environ 60 kg. qisait
3 terra, dans I'allée qui va du monument au mur
parallele & 1a ruo des Noes. Tout autour du socle
étaient épars do gros morceaux do pierre. ayont
forme 13 partie supérieure du tronc de pyramide,

et sur lesquels étaient Inscrits les noms des
héros morts pour la France. ’

La foudre était toimbée sur une polnte de la
ciéte du coq, qui avait été fondue et présentait
une section brillante comme de I'or, et polie

comme si la lime y avait été passée. Le flulde

avait sulvi le corps métallique du coq et le fer
a scellement qui était noyé dans la plerre. Puis,
ne trouvant pius de corps conducteur, Il s'était

répandu dans la pierre qui avait éclaté. Le monu-
ment avait été alinsi décaplité et un cube da
plerre, qu'on peut évaluer a prés de 2 meétres
environ, gisait en morceaux autour de la base
du monument. En tomoant, les blocs ont causé des
détériorations aux motifs d'ornement, notamment
aux angles de la corniche qui domine le piédastal,
alnsl qu'aux couronnes et palmes qul étaient
déposées au pied du monument. Deux mille Fkilos

de plerre ont été alnsl projetéds & terre. Dans

la chute du coq. ie bronze tut fendu & la nuis-

sance des alles et le piédestal — sur lequel on

lit le nom de l'auteur “‘Lecourtier’” — fut tordu. »
Le Petit Troyen, dimanche et lundl 6 aout 1928,

p. 2, col. 1.

Dimanche 30 septembre 1928
Molins-sur-Aube. « La foudre incendiaire. Elle

détruit une grange avec
une étable.

Un coup de tonnerre ébranle tout & coup I3
maison révelllant les habitants. M. Lignler, enten-
cijanl vibrer les fils d'énergle électrique, se
éve.

Il Jette un regard dans la direction de la cour.
: Une lueur rouge montant de la grange embrase
e clel.

— Le feu, feu est dans la grange, s’'écrle
M. Lignler. Il passe un pantalon & la hite et,
sulvl vlentdt de son pére, se précipite vers las
écurles et les étables.

Les animaux sont sortis non sans difficultd et
lachés dans les paturages avoisinant la ferme.

toutes ses récoltes e!

le

M. Lignler revient a I|'étable ou le commis
Krigel, ignorant du danger, en ralson de son
Intirmité — i1 est atteint d'une surdité complite

— dort & poings ferimés. Il résiste aux tiraille-
ments de son patron et ne consent & bouyer
qu'aprés avolir vu la lueur de Il'incendie qui déja

embrasalt |I'ensemble de la grapge et gagnalt la
tolture de I'étable. «

La Tribune de I'Aube, 1e-2 octobre 1928, p. 3.
col. 2.
25 mal 1930

A Saint-Léger-sous-Brlenne, deux femmes sont
atteintes par la foudre, mals s'en tlrent avec dcs
blessures peu graves.

Almanach T. A.

13 juln 1930

A Magny-Fouchard,
la foudre.

Almanach T. A.

15 juin 1930

La foudre tombe sur
Planty.

Almanach T. A.

18 juin 1930

A Rosnay-I'Hdplital, une ferme est Incendiée par
la foudre.

Almanach T. A.

2 Juillet 1930

A Coclois, une grange est Incendiée par la foudre
et détruite en quelques instants.

Almanach T. A,

26 mail 1931
La foudre incendie
Touron a Troyes.
Almanach T. A,

26 juin 1931
Une jeune ftemme de 19 ans,
grievement blessée par la foudre.
Almanach T.

4 Juillet 1931
A Blaincourt, la foudre

et Incendie les communs.
Almanach T.

12 juillet 1932

La loudre incendie
route de Torcy.
Almanach T. A.

un cultlvateur est tué par

le clocher de I'église de

les magasine de |'usino

a Mathaux, est

tombe sur une ferme

une grangs sise a Arcis,




15 juin 1933

La foudro Incendie, & Plnay, un corps de %HArl-
ments et de deux granges, le tout appartenant au
méme propriétalre.

Almanach T. A.

22 juillet 1933
Un cultivateur de Polvres est tué par la fou-
dre. & doux cents métres de son exploitation
Almanach T. A.

10 juin 1938

A Rosnoy-1'Hdpital, la foudre détruit la grange
d’'une exploitation agricole.

Almanach T. A. "
14 avril 1946 .

Un mystérieux engln serait tombé a proximité
de Forét-Chenu (Cne de Salnt-Phal). Les chan-
celleries sont alertées... Le gouvernement demande
une enquéte.

Il ne s’agit, trés probablement, que d‘un phe.
noméne électrique appelé « choc en retour «.

Almanach E.E.

30 juillet 1946 ‘
La foudre Incendie une maison & Lhuitre.
Almanach E.E. I

28 aout 1949
A Avant-lés-Marcllly, la foudre s’abat sur un

bitiment agricole. L'écurle et la grange sont en-

tieroment détruites.
Almanach E.E.

12 juin 1955

A Radonvilllers, la foudre tombe sur les dépen-
dances d'une ferme.

Almanach E.E.

18 mal 1959

Une ferme de Gumery est détruite par un incen-
die provoqué par la foudre.

Almanach E.E., Almanach Ind.

20 juin 1959

A Villy-lo Maréchal, la foudre Incendie une
grange . & Champigny, une étable.

Almanach E.E.

La foudre allume le feu au clocher de Pouan-
lés-Vallées. A Jeugny, elle provoque un début d'in-
cendie. .

Almanach de |'Ind.

25 juin 1959

A Radonvilliers, la foudre Incendie un batiment
d'une exploitation agricole.

Almanach E.E.

26 juin 1960
A Salon, la foudre embrase une écurie.
Almanach E.E.

23 mai 1961
A Vannes., hameau de Salnte-Maure, la foudre
incendie deux hangars et un garage de fetme.
Almanach E.E.

16 septembre 1964

A la Villeneuve-au-Chatelot, la foudre Incendie
une exploitation agricole.

Almanach E.E,

28 mars 1966

A Bagneux-la-Fosse. un cultivateur est tué par
la foudre qu’'avalt attirée la fermeture & glissiere
de son blouson.

Almanach E.E.
23 mal 1966

A Earbercy. la foudre Incendie une grange.

Almanach E.E.
21 aout 1966

A Viapres-le-Petit, la foudre provogue un incen-
die. Une terme est totalement détruite.

Almanach E.E.
15 juillet 1967

La foudre provoque deux incendies. l'un a
Saint-Léger-sous-Margerie, |'autre & Sainte-Maure

Almanach L. Ch.
20 juillet 1967

A Troyes, rue de la République. En pleine nuit.
une formidable explosivn ravage des appartements
dans l'immeuble de la patisserie « Les Luting -.
L atmospher: orageusa peut accréditer la thése d'un
phenomene celectrniquo.

Almanach E.E.

2 aout 1967

Pres de Maroles-sous-Lignieres, la foudre trappe
un pompier qui s'apprétait a tirer une fusée para-
grile.

L'éclair brule I'wil droit de la victime.

Almanach E.E.

28 septembre 1967

Dans l|'aube., quatre incendles provoqués par la
foudre éclatent en 12 heures : & Luyeres, Magn -
court, Orvilliers et Villehardouln.

Almanach E.E.

1¢° aodt 1968

La foudre Incendie le grenier d'une maison au
Hameau - Les Boullns -, prés de Maraye-en-Othe

Almanach E.E.
2 aout 1968

A Maraye-en-Othe, la foudre provoque un |r-
cenqle. dans une maison d'habitation.
14 juin 1969

Bar-sur-Aube. Dans cette localité, la foudre pro-
voque un début d'incendle dans une malson
Inhabitée.

Almanach E.E.

16 juin 1969

A Jeugny, la foudre tombe sur un arbre qui
abritait un cultivateur et sa femme : ceux-ci sont
brilés au deuxiéme degré.

Almanach L. Ch.

9 juin 1970
En plelne nult, & Bar-sur-Aube. la foudre pro-

voque un Incendle dans une maison d'habitation.
Almanach L Ch.

17 juin 1970

La foudre provoque un Incendie dans des dépen-
dances agricoles de Cussangy.
Almanach L. Ch.

23 mal 1971

En pleine nult, & Troyes, la foudre provoque un
rave Incendie dans un paté de vleilles maisons.
ix personnes sans abrl.

Almanach L. Ch.

3 aoit 1974

A Marigny-le-Chatel, la foudre tue trois per-
sonnes : un cultivateur, sa femme et son flls de
16 ans, Thierry qui déchargeaient de la paille dans
la cour de la ferme du Moulin.

La remorque et le tracteur sont embrasés.
M. et Mme André Hazouard, respectivement &gés
de 46 et 44 ans, laissent six orphelins.

Almanach E.E.

12 décembre 1974

La foudre met le feu au campanlle de I'église
de Sainte-Maure.

Almanach L. Ch.

18 aolt 1975

Au cours d'un orage, la foudre tombe sur le
clocher de I'église de Soulalnes. Celul-cl prend
feu Immédiatement et s'écroule quelques minutes
plus tard, dans une Immense gerbe de filammes.

L'église, datant du XVI* siecle. classée monu-
ment historlque, est sauvée. Le sinistre sera cir-
conscrit deux heures plus tard.

C’'est le deuxléme incendle en un siécle.

Almanach L. Ch.

19 Jjuillet 1976

La foudre provoque [I'Incendie d'une bergerie
& Magny-Fouchard. DIx moutons ont é€té carbo-
nisés. Le feu a ensuite gagné un silo a grains
et une grange.

Almanach g Ch.

10 juin 1977

La foudre provoque I'Incendie d’'une grange a
Voué.

Almanach L. Ch.

18 juin 1977

MNeuville-sur-Selne. Un violent orage s’'abat sur
la région barséquanaise. Spectacle d Apocalypse.
la foudre frappe la vénérable statue de Notre-Dame-
des-Vignes qui, depuis 1864, reposalt sur la colonne
qui avait €été érigée & son intention. la faisant
littéralement éclater en snorceaux. Etrange menhir
au sommet de |'éperon de Champbouton, la colonne
continue & dominer la vallée.

Mais la vierge au Raisin n'est plus la pour beénir
sle vignoble envlronnant.

J.-P. Pastissié. « L'Est-Eclair », 2 lévrier 1978.

20 juin 1977

Troyes. Un orage d'une extraordinaire violence
provoque l'incendie d'un grand nagasin et |ef-
fondrement d’'une maison ancienne.

Almanach L. Ch.
2 juin 1978

La foudre provoque un debut diincendie dans

un appartement du mail des Charmilles. a Troyes.
Almanach L. Ch.
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THOUGHTS On THE NESSDALEN PHENOHIENON

IFrling Strand
Project Leader, Project Hessdalen

Lare
oo-ooo...o-o..onQ.ooo'.oono-ooncoo-J\lo--ooo-oo-o..ooo-..o--oo...-------.

hat can the Hessdals-phenomenon, and similar phenomena in other parts
of the vorld, be ? Can they be a part of 'other dimensions' ? Soue
scientists, working in astro-physics, have claimed that there have to
be 11 dimensions. They claim that it would not be possilile to explain
everything they sce and measure in the universe without defining these
eleven dimensions., [

Tf that is so, can it then be possih]q that the UI'0s are normally a
part of some of those seven others, those that we awre not normally
avare of - or that they use them for travelling ? 'This might explain
those reports where the witness claims that the 1IFO(s) 'suddenly
disappcared' or 'suddenly appeared'. Ue have two such reports from
llessdalen.

The fact is also that we have a lot of reports from llessdalen, hut far
fewer from the surrounding countryside - ceven if the Ul'0s seem to be
moving into that area. Maybe the UFOs just 'disappeared' hefore they
rcach that area ?

Uy were there so many UFOs in llessdalen ?  Some claim that there is a
connection between UFO sightings and movement and strain in the ground.
[f the UF0s are in the 'hidden' dimensions, and there is a g¢onncction
with the ground strain/movement, mayhe we could find out more about the
UI0s (and about some of those other dimensions) if we try to learn

more ahout our own ground., TIn llessdalen we did not record any ground
movement : all movements recorded had their centres in other parts of
the world. But we did not measure strain. Strain usually occurs
belore the movement (or quake). Now we have recorded some small quales
in the llessdalen area : maybe there were strains in the area at the
time the lIF0s were observed ?

If these further dimensions exist, it may bhe that they can be usad to
explain some of the other unexplained phenomena in the world. llany
of those who worked with the llessidals-phenomenon experienced some
uncxplained 'discoveries'.

Sometimes | write ahout 'the UF0s', sometiues about 'the llessdals-
phenomenon'.  To me they are the same thing : the reason why [ pgave
it the other name was that most people misunderstood what T meant by
"R, But when T spoke of 'the llessdals-phenomenon' T did not have
to explain what I meant.
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By DENNIS STACY
Special to the Star-Teiegram

There is not a whole lot to do in
West Texas after the sun goes down
and the stars come out The radio
stauon in Alpine signs off the air
promptlyat6ép.m..rainorshine,and
withgutcable or asatellitedish, tele-
visiofiis still more of a miss than hit
propos:{iuQn.

of cq;:ise_. there's McDonald Ob-
servatofy' 2hop Mount Locke, out-

side Fos{ Dyyis There youcangothe * hold “light parties™ along US 80 be-

last Wednesday of each month’ the
weather willing, and peer through
the Uniyersity of Texas' 107-inch
telescope at remote celestial objects
milliens of light years away. So pop-
ular 1s this activity, however, that
reservations are required six
months in advance.

Then there are the Marfa Lights,
rhostly globules of phosphorescent
luminosity that hover and dance
over the scrub brush dotting Mitch-
cll Flat. Tourists and locals alike
have been seeing and writing about
the lights for more than a century.
The {irst recorded report was made
by rancher Robert Ellison in 1883,
the same year Marfa was named af-
ter the heroine of a Russian novel.
(Legend has it that arailroad execu-
tive's wife, passing time during a
water stop, chose the name out of a
book she was reading.)

Before the train and electricity,
the lights contributed heavily to
Mescalero Apache folklore — the
lights usually playing the role of a
hearibroken brave wandering the
desert in search of his lost squaw.
lronically, Ellison at first thought
the lights he was seeing in the dis

tance were Indian campfires. The
Apaches could havetold him better,
but the two parties were hardly on
the best of speaking terms at the
time.

Since then, and despitea continu-
ing controversy about whether the
phenomenon even exists, the lights
have proven to be Marfa's most en-
during tourist attraction. Students
from nearby Sul Ross State Univer-
sity in Alpine, have been known to

tween the two towns. | vy
The preferred parking spot is.

near two concrete columns on the.

south side of the road, about five
m:leseast of Marfa, which mark the
entrancetoanabandoned Air Force
base. Pilots training there during
the war were said, apocryphally, to
have dropped bags of [lour where
thelights were seen. Nothing would
be found the following day but a
white spray of scattered flour, of
course.

An even taller tale has it that at
least on one occasion a pursuing air-
plane was led into a fatal crash by
the mischievous lights. Supposedly.
a pilot practicing night flying was
led on a cat-and-mouse chase over
the rugged terrain. At the last
moment the light darted away in a
sudden turn and the plane plowed
into a mountain.

More mundane accounts of the
mystery tell of a yellowish ball of
lightabout thesizeof a basketball. It
maydimand flare hover,rearrange
itsel{ into several other luminous
glotesordance madlylikea bounc-
ingballoverthelyricsofaninvisible

song. For some reason, the lights
seem 10 prefer an area aournd the
Nopal Ranch, just south of US 90.

The lights, although fairlyQeli-
able, are not something by which
one can synchronize a watch. Pat
Ryan, editor of the Marfa Independ-
ent, has gone into the brush several
times in search of the lights. “I've
goneoutthere withsomeofthelocal
experts,” Ryan said, “*but I've never
seen anything yet. | think a lot of
people are seeing car headlights on
the Presidlo highway.”

Ryan also warned against mistak-
ingoneof the numerous ranch night
lights in the area for the Marfa
Lights. For starters, those are a
bright electrical blue and are sta-
tionary, whereas the ghost lights
tend toward a pale yellow and spo-
radic movement. Ryan said he is not
willing to rule out that something
mysteriousishappeningonMitchell
Flat, only that he has never wit-
nessed anything he could unequivo-
cally say were the lights

Joe Skelton, of Alpine, who runs
the Gulf station next door to the
newspaper, said he had seen the
lights on occasion,oncecounting as
many asseven separate sources. The
sighting that made him a believer,
however, occurred one night be-
tween Van Horn and Marfa, as he
and hiswifewere returning fromEI
Paso.

Skelton was driving. His wife was
asleep in the front seat beside him.
In therear view mirror he saw what
he thought was an “18-wheeler too
close for comfort” Skeltor. turned
to look over his shoulder and: “Gone!

Nothing! Just like that,” he said,
snapping his fingers. Then he add-
ed, “Those lights have made good
Christians out of a lot of people who
weren't before.”

Aside from their proselytizing
abilities, the lights also appear to

" have a crude capacity to interact

with their human observers, either
moving farther away as one ap-
proaches, or disappearing.

Another incident reported by
Skelton is a case in point. He and a
friend, following in a pickup, were
on their way to a ranch they were
working on near McDo®ald Obser-
vatory. Both w~ehicles were
equipped with CB radios. Skelton
saw a flash “as bright as a search-
light” in the hills and picked up his
hand microphone.“Hey!Did you see
that?" he radioed his friend, and at
that moment the light went out.

“We drove on a couple of miles
and the exact same thing happened
again. Soon as we'd start talking

_ about it, it'd go out,” Skelton said.

Frank Tolbert.thelatenewspaper
columnist of Dallas, noted a similar
pattern. Tolbert,inthecompany of
others,spieda brightlightwhich he
firstthoughtto be Venus. But when-
ever he stopped the car for a closer
inspection and reached for hiscam-
era. thelight winked out.

Lack of a ready and simple an-
swer, however, asthe carrival man
might have said, keeps the people
coming back. In March 1984the Wall
Street Journalsentareporterdown
toprowlthelocal hauntsandcollect

Ghost lights remain as Marfa’s top attraction

i
|

anecdontes. During the same month ‘

Science 8+ devoted its “Mysteries™
column to the Marfa Lights, again
without resolving the issue.

The article did briefly review the
four possible scientific theories that
have been put forward over the
years to explain the lights — phos-
phorescent minerals, methane or
swamp gas: St. EImo’s fire(a form of
naturally occurring static electrici-
tyr and headlights bent and refract-
ed by temperature inversions.

Each, of course, has its objections.
Geologists have failed to locate any
significant- deposits of phosphore-
scent minertals in the area and the
surroundingcountrysideisdecided-
ly lacking in swamps. Also, there
does not seem to be any clear and
obvious focal point for St. Elmo’s
fire, which seems to prefer church
steeples, lightning rods and ships’
masts.
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As we have
seen. hallucinations of realistic human fizures are occasionally evoived
out of vague luwinous forms, and some of the cases of hallucinatory
lights suggest that the hallucination has been arrested at this preli-
minary stage, and has failed w reach a more definite form ; e.g., No.
408. 11 (see Proceedings S.P.R, Vol. VI, p. 351). But there are
other cases where the hallucinatory forin is very detinite and does not
itseif suggest that greater definiteness might, under different circum-
stances. have been attained. The only reason for regarding such
hallucinations as undeveloped is that in some instances we seem to be
able to truce them te suggestion, ordinary or telepathic, and that the
suggestion in question would naturally be expected, if it produced a
hallucination at all, o produce a human fizure. The following is a
case in point.

(191. 2)) From Miss Williaws.

‘*“11, Cleveland-terrace, Coatham, Redcar, September 23rd, 1889.

*I was living at home with my parents at Eston-in-Cleveland. There
was a working man called Long living in the villuge, not far from our house,
whose wife was taken ill. Dr. Fulton, who at that time was staying with
us, came in one night between 9 and.10 o'clock and said Mrs. Long was
dying. After that we sat talking over the fire a good while, and then my
sister Isabella and I went off to bed. We slept in & back bedroom, and after
we got to this bedroom I said, *Oh, I've forgotten something in the large
bedroom ! To this latter I proceeded by myself, and, as I approached the
door, something seemed to say to mne, ‘ You'll see something of Mrs. Lony,
living or dead !’ But I thought no more of this, and entered the bedroom,
which I nad to cross to the opposite end for what I wanted. When I had
got the things in my hand, I noticed a lovely light hanging over my head.
It was & round light—perfectly round. I had taken no light with me, but
went for the things I wanted in the dark. I looked to see if there was any
light coming in from the windows, but there was none: in that direction
there was total darkpess. I grasped one hand with the other and stood
looking at the strange hght to be sure that I was not deceived and was not
imagining it. I walked across the room to the door, and all the way the
light was hanging between my head and the ceiling. It was akin to the
electric light : something of a cloud, though every part of it was beaming
and running over with light. It left me at the bedroom door. On first
seeing it a strange impression seized me. and after it left me I was so
impressed that I could not speak of it to anyone for a day or twa. I
wondered at the time whether it had anything to de with Mrs. Long. and «m
inguiry I found that she died just about the time when I saw the light [If
there was any difference, I judged it would be a little before, bur there
would not be much in it. This would be about 11 p.m.. and abou: four
vears agu. It left an impression on my mind which I have never forgotren,
anc never shall forget. Mrs. Long was notill many duys—abour two v
three : she died rather suddeniy. I was rather interested in her. 1 @id mut
see her cduring her iliness. hu:r had cften seer her anC talked to her hefure.

I was perfectly well at the time. and was in no trouble or anxiery. My age
at the time was 23. I have had no experience of the kind before or since.
I saw no figure, only a lovely ligcht. Before telling my sister I made her
promise she would not ridicule me nor call me superstitious.

*“ To the best of my recollection this is a correct statement.

¢“Mary HerLeNa Wirriaws.”

* P.S.—The light which I saw was a palish blue. It emitted no rays, so
that all the rest of the room was in darkness. It was widerin circumference
than my head. so that as I walked I could see it above me without raising
my head. As [ left the room it remained, and when I looked again was
gone. It was in a corner, where the darkness of the room was deepest and
the least chance of illumination froni the windows on the right and left, that
I first saw it above my head. [ had no fear, but a kind of sacred awe.
The light was unlike any other that I ever saw, and I should say brighter
than any other, or, at least, purer. Looking at it did=not affect the eyes.
It was midway between my head and the ceiling.”~

The sister who was with Miss Williams at the time corroborates her
account as follows :—

¢ August 8th, 1891.

‘T recollect my sister Lily seeing the bright light. When she came back
to the rvom where I was she was quite pale, and sat down on the floor. She
was so awe-struck that she did not tell us what she had seen till the next
day. I remember that a woman who lived near us died about the time my
sister saw the light, and that we connected the two circumstances together.

““IsaperrLa FroTox.”

Here, the hallucination, if not due to a telepathic impulse, would
seem to have been due to the occupation of the percipient’s mind
with thetidea of the imminent death. Why, then, should it take the
form of a light, unless this was, as it were, a rudimentary condition of
a hallucination which failed to reach the human form ?

Among the lights in our collection, 9 are described as round or
oval lights, or balls of light or fire; of these 7 are connected by the
percipients with some individual who is stated to aave died at or
about the time of the experience. OI the remaining & cases of lights,
twe are described as columns of light, or luminous clouds about the
height of a humar being, & resembled bright points of light. as stars
or candie Bawes. anc & appeared like a general glow of light.
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Date of Sighting: 9-10=76 lLLocation: Warminster,Wiltshire

Time: 03.30 approx Class: BJb

Duration: 3-5 mins, Ref: AC/lhB

Observers: Andy Collins Barry & Steven King & Alan Denham(Friend of
19,St.Davids Way, 554,Goresbrook Road, Steves)
Wickford,Essex Dagenham,Essex

Tel: Wickford 4189 Tel: 01-593.4670

On Friday 8th October myself and the aforementioned members of the
Dagenham Paranormal Research Group set out on one of our investigation
vigits,this time to Wiltshire.Among the places on the visit were
Stonehenge,Avebury,Silbury and Warminster.The trip was to last the
whole weekend returning on Sunday evening,

After driving constantly from London we arrived in Wiltshire during
the early hours of Saturday morning and eventually found Warmineter
about 3 am,The idea was to sleep, in the car,so we ventured outside
the town to find a suitable place to park.This was not as easy as at
first thought as there appeared to be no laybys or suitable areas,
Eventually about 3 miles to the north of Warminster we came to a
staggered crossroads,to the left was Nortant Bravant and to the right
was an unmade road without any signpost.,As there was quite thick fog
we could not see what was up the road but still decided on trying it,

[ We ventured warily up the road knowing that it was either farmland or
a8 we were close\to Imber,Army Ground,We were travelling at about Smph
up this road which was on a hill, ,keeping a watchful eye out for irrate
farmers.On our left was a row of trees and behind them fields,to our
right was a ploughed field,bordered from the road by a wall about 3
feet high,

Then at about 90°to the right of the car we caught sight of a very
bright light source about 100 yards away and about 4 foot off the
ground., It was round in shape,about 8 ins.diameter,and brilliant white,
It appeared to be jogging up and down and looked to be coming our way
at about 5 mph,The ground nearby appeared to be illuminated by the
brightness,Our immediate reaction being that it was a head lamp of a
farmer on a moped come to throw us off his land,We carried on up the
road keeping the light in sight,It still seemed to be coming towards
us and jogging up and down as if it were a moped in a ploughed field,

We speeded up a little and finally came to rest high above the field.The
car was turned round and the light was watched again, It now appeared to
be behind a row of trees we had passed,travelling up the road,The road
infact bent a litle towards the left from where we were,This appearance
that it was travelling up the road was because the ball had appeared at
this point,larger than before and higher off the ground.

After watching it for about a further minute it was blocked out or
discontinued in the trees on the other side of the road which was about
120 yards away.

Being so tired,we all thought there was nothing odd about this,still
thinking it was a moped or motircycle,After settling down we all went to
sleep without even thinking anymore about the light,

Later on that morning after some breakfast we moved off in the car down
the unmade road towards the area where the 'Moped'was seen,0On rcgaching
the point we stopped the car and got out to try and find any tyre marks
that may have been left,Studying the field there appeared to be only
one place where the 'Moped'could have joined the road and this was a
gateway about 15 feet across.The rest of the border was surrounded by
this 3 foot high wall.Then on looking in the field which had been
recently ploughed and was very muddy,no tyre marks at all could be seen,
Neither in the field or between the gateway,nor was there any mud at all
on or near the road,

This incident was soon forgotten and the rest of the trip went off quite
succeaufully although we had to return home due to bad weather and fatigue

-Page 1 -




on the Saturday night,

No more was thought about the event until early January when 1 purchased
a book by Warminster researcher,Arthur Shuttlewood called 'The Flying
Saucerers'. For on Page 38 there described a phenomenon seen on a number
of occasions nicknamed °'The phantom motorcyclist' This phenomenon had a
remarkable similarity to the 'Moped' seen by us on 9th October 1976.After
consulting with the other members that saw the light,we decided that what
was described in the book was the same or a similar type of thing as seen
by ourselves,It was then agreed that this incident should be recorded
officially for fukure reference,

Notes

The weather was very foggy at the time with a cloudbase of not more than
500ft,and a visibility of about 150 yards,There was litlle or no wind and
the ground was wet.

Due to the fact that no noise could be heard in the still air,and no tyre
tracks could be found,a motorcycle or moped now seems out of the question,
The only other suggestion that comes to mind is ball lightndng ,But owing
to the manoevres of the light and it's duration visible,this seems also
out,There is no possibility that the light could have been a torch light
owing to the emense power of the source,and again no visible tracks left
in the field or gateway,

Other than this,unless further imformation can come to light I can find
no logical explanation for the phenomenon seen,

Report Form Completed: 19-2-77
Report Closeds: 19-2-77

Andy Collins

19,St.Davids Way, *
Wickford,

Essex,SS11 8EX

Tel: Wickford 4189

For the Dagenham Paranormal Research Group,
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SECTION B .SIGHTING DETAILS

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

20.
21/.
28.
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S e

Location:........... 2

Nearest town/villaye County/district.. ; .'..'..9.-7.“.],1.(.' ............................
Date.... 3T day...0 Lot . QCTOBAL. . 19.76..... 3. Time: from..)3.a 3) axt/pNK /KA S miIRigK ¢
antil 030 a.m /PN Finidday/miinight -Xex¥at/approx.  Timing method....... AT,
Duration: exact.....\INWKNOWN_ or minimur........ 5 IR -5 1 3 W P S maximum ... O MINU TR
Any break in sighting....... N 0, .................................................................................................
Dimension’... 10=12 CM, .. uee ACTUATL (distance) or angle subytended

Angular elevation: mmah

180

Bearing: initial.......~7 00,
Object at ground level2. i I'T PRI 8. Manner of disappearance
Photograph (0 Radar (O Measurements made during sighting (O Occupants O  Artifact O

Effects —Psychological/physiological O Animal O Plants O  Electrical/magnetic O Physical O Raci~active O
Other e B e ] questions 9 or 10 are ticked, also complete appropriate
supplementary questionnaire)

Most unusual feature of sighling Ti). APPUARANCY, OF AN EXTREMELY BRIGHT SOURCE 0F LI1GHT

Other witnesses: Number
panpRyY M, & STI Vl\

ALAN DL MlAM

: U S
Object(s): Number...... UND‘ ........ Colom"”“ll‘\NT‘””Tr ......... Shape(’In“('l‘”‘)\u'"''“)l‘l\H I,R ALl
Sound.......... N‘\' ....................................... ll... P i ............................. Sharp/Hazy Outline
Brightness 2.0 I (Lo:nPared to star, venus, moon, sun etc.)

Describe any changes in above aspects p
If object(s) moved behind or in front of a known object, descnbe

Sky and weather conditions:

Clouds Temperature Wind Precipitation Astronomical
............ °C Vel..........m/kp.h (] Dry (1 swrs

8 J Cold K None O Light mist . O Moon

(3 Clear sky QA Cool 0O Breeze a F09 . (O Planet

0 Scattered cloud O warm O Moderate O Rain light/heavy 1 sui

0 Much cloud 0 Hot g S‘.‘O”Q O Snow O NONE .

£] Overcast . Coming 'frlom:.,’.,.__' ....... Visibility.............. m/yds

Tw)e........'.‘.(.“(; Humidity: Dﬁ/Average/Vé&‘ﬂu}qK&_

Base height............ Sky: BNb'h\i)Fiirly‘Bl igh('/DuIl/TWiﬁéﬁ"ﬂ)atk

Artificial Iughls ...... ‘. ...............................................................................................

Sighting through
other device

Attention of witness drawn to object because

Witness redulon\ll,\\ll‘ﬂlbblk THOGGUT LIGHT VAS HEADLAME OF .‘\l’“.OAClIlN(: HOPED i

What did the object resemble?.

And how was it different?... LIGHT WAS br TTTED TTLOM LI ST 1Lt uNT
Unusual events dur,nq hour DEFOr@ SIGIUING. . ... e e e e
During sighting i : e

After I T e ¢ o 4 0 4 s seen e e et s e aaae

ANY UM LAPSE OF ITON ... 0l ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
INVESTIGATGIU AN RESL ARRC T ok

Previous knowledge or experience of UFQOs.
A Tovs UFOLOGICAL ORGANISAT l

Witness qualifications or experience in obsefvmg
Vision or hearing delect!.‘...‘.'.z.'..\ EING WEALS
Any psychic experiences ...
Any recent medical AUNEN . e

Heport made 10 any atficial or the press/radiol TV 2

VUK ING






LA NATURE.  [90])

L'ECLAIR EN BOULE

L éclair en houle constitne une des plus curienses
manilestations de électricité, Lobservation si inlé-

ressante commuuiguée par M. Violle, & une des der-
uicres séances de 'Academie des sciences, a éveilld

fb oY
PRACEIEEGS AP e ¥
Fig. 1. — Apparition d'ua_éclair en boule dans les Gorges du Loup, pris de Nice, (Le trait blanc iwdique le trajet da météore.)
~

de nonvean Patiention du monde savant et ineilé les
physiciens de tons les pays & trouver la clel du
myslérieny  pro-
bleme posé par la
nalure,

Vinsi que 1a
Farl observer
M. Dadony, on a
peudiobserva-
Lons récentes de
ce phénmuene
dues D des sa-
vanls, b est ovi-
dent qoe ees
abservations  se-
ravenl du plos
aramd mlérél el
aderiaent,  dans
e Lrsemes e,
Ol déenmverte
de Lo \l“l'“l“..

(iesl pour cela

pluie connuengaieut & tomber. Mon pére et ses amis
déjennaient dans une des salles de Photel des
« Gorges-du-
Loup n, dont la
fenctee ¢l on-
verle. Sondain,
onsse par une
ralide, un glohe
II(‘ e (ll' 20 cen-
tielees emviron
de dimctee, pe
nélra dans Ly
||ic"|'|' ot Claenl

les comvives, P

verlioane halle e
Sav ol ll";.‘l"l('. l"
,‘,;lnlu' cll‘ I'n'll, e
biabaneant dowee
menl el pars
saul Hotler dioae
Fatiosphire, i

]

: g ) 1o | .
et it TAMB_)J'-IL < ¢ olonr de la

(que e erois ulile
9

d il|l|ilbl'll‘.l‘ e e Fig. 2. Le globg do fen dins Lasalle,

résmme d'un Lail
preeis, dontmon peve, M. Lonis Otlo, ingénicur, el
trois personnes de ses amis, doul je pourrais citer
les noms, ont ¢ les moins, il y a pen danndes,
dans les gorges  du Loup, an moment de la con-
vostruction de Taovoie ferrée qui relie Grasse i Nice
« Le temps était & Porage. De larges goulles de

te (- “ (\/.ms

o0
pece sans lon-

chier & ancnu
objet (hig. 2).

« Emporté pac un conrant d'air, il ressortit par la
fenclre, avanl que mon pére el ses amis, en proie i
une ¢motion hien légitime, cussent pu essayer de
fuiv. Lapparition avait duré cependant 10 secondes.

« Les convives snivieent du regard la bonle mys-
tericuse. Chassée par le veat, elle frauchit, en une




“.minute, la distance qui sépare I'hdtel des rochers a

pic qui surplombent le forrent du Loup.

., «. Une explosjon formidable retentit, an moment
oit le météore heurta lesrochers (lig. 1). Des gronde-
ments, pareils & ceux que provogque un violent coup

“de tonnerre, ¢hianlerent espace. Puis tont se tat :
le globe de fen s'était évanoui. »

. De ce fait préeis, il y a des conclusions intéres-
s'.anlcs A tiver. La premitre est que 'énergie élec-
trique peut étre condensée sans Iintervention J'an-
cun lien apparent avec un solide, sous forme de
sphere lnminenle d'une densité apparente & pen pras
éaale A celle de yir.

[a scconde est que le simple contacl avee un
corps solide, comme la paroi d"un vocher, sulfit ponr
détruire les liens invisibles qui tiecnnent agrégées les
molécules dout le groupement constitne le météore,
pour rompre P'équilibre du systtme el provoquer
une décharge dont la violence est identique i eelle
du tonnerre. L'éclair en houle ne  saurait éree
micux comparé, dmon avis, qu'd quelque redoutable
combinaison exothiermique dont la constitution mo-
Iéeulaive nous éehappe et (ui serait, an point de vue
physique, ce que la mélinite est an poing de ovue
chimique.
© Plusieurs expérimentateurs ont essayé de repro-
duire, dans les laboratoires, le curicux phénoméne
dont je viens de parler.

Au cours de mes recherches sue Pélectricitd A
haute tension, j"ai découvert nn procédé expérimen-
tal trés simple qui permet d'atteindre, dans une cer-
taine thesure, le résultat cherehé.

b sulfit pour eela de disposer pavallélement,
une distance de 30 millimetres environ, denx Lunes
métalliques et de les porter d un potentiel célevé
(0000 volts environ). Dans ces conditions, eflluve
ne Jaillit pas; mais, dés que la teusion dépasse une
limite déterminée, un petit globe de fen prend uais-
sance, surmonté de flammes multiples, el se pro-
méne, avee un sifllement particnlier, entre les denx
lames métalligues. En disposant I'expérience d'une
manicére analogune, mais en séparant les denx lames
conduetrices par un diélectrique on en munissant
une des plagnes métalliques d'une série de pointes,
on obtient un elfluve violact du plus bel eflet, avee
dégagement abondant d'ozone. Mawius Orro,

. Doctenr ¢s sciences,
——oro—
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STRANGE LIGHT PHENOMENON OBSERVED AT SAARIJARVI

Date: Monday 29 July 1985
Time: 12.00 pm

Place: Saarijarvi in the vicinity of the town Mahlu, central part of Finlanu
Witnesses: Olavi Schroderus and Erkki Nieminen

Nature of sighting: Strange sparkling light spot with a light column

Here is the story told by the observer:

"It was Monday 29 July 1985. I, Olavi Schroderus, and Erkki Nieminen
were in Erkki’s summer cottage during that evening. The weather was calm, very cloudy
and dark. We were sitting inside the cottage, watching TV and eating sausages. The time
was around 10.30 pm when I went outside in order to move my car from the road. The road
was going through the yard of the cottage, so if people should be able on drive to the
other cottages nearby, I had to move it. I finally parked the car to a place some 40 m
from Erkki’s cottage. At that time, nothing unusual could be observed.

At Erkki’s cottage the forest road braches off to the shore of lLake
Kalajarvi and goes on to the other cottages. 1 placed my car on the road that leads
directly to the shore. Because the electric current to the movable TV-set was becoming
inadequate, we had to take the accumulator from Erkki’s car. To be able to put the lights
on also in the cottage I had to move my car again to the grass in the yard of the cottage.
I went to move my car at about 12.00 pm.

When I was walking towards the car, I noticed on the left hand side of the
forest road, some 16 m away, a reddish, strangely sparkling light spot on the ground.
It was about 0.5 m in diameter. I stopped at once and tried to look for the origin of
the light. However, I couldn’t see or hear anything. I thought perhaps that the light
might be coming from the Lake Kalajarvi. After having been looking around for some 15
seconds, I started to carefully approach the sparkling light on the ground. When [ came
to a distance of 2 m, I observed that the light was coming down in tapelike sections
from an altitude of some 3 m. Thus, the light was not coming from the lake. Again, I
made a halt, listening, but couldn’t hear anything special. Then I carefully approached
the light spot on the ground. Immediately, I began to search for warmth with my hands.
I was greatly astonished when I couldn’t feel any raise in temperature from the spark-
ling spot. After having confirmed this, at once I put both hands in the bandlike stream
which was flowing from above. All of a sudden, the light clung to my hands while spark-
ling, and I became enormously scared. I tried to shake it off and rubbed my hands
together, but it just spread around. I couldn’t feel it at all, however, it didn’t have
any weight, it didn’t burn, and I couldn’t sense any smell. When I couldn’t feel the
light in any way, I dared to take more of it in my hands, taken from about 20 cm off the
ground, where the light was more dense. Then I started to run towards the summer cot-
tage with the light sparkling in my hands.

When I was running I held the palms of my hands upright and observed
that the light didn’t react to the stream of air, caused by my running. When I reach-
ed the porch of the cottage, I shouted loudly: "Look Erkki, something strange is taking
place on the road". I stormed inside and Erkki was quite perplexed and couldn’t say any-
thing. T explained ghat more of this sparkling thing in my hands was up there on the
road, and that I could not feel it in any way in my hands. Still, Erkki was quiet.

When I was showing my sparkling fingers, I streched them a bit, causing
an increasing distance between them. Hence, I observed that it still sparkled from
fingertip to fingertip; a distance of some 5 mm. However, it was not very much compared
with the light outside which was about 3 m. The tops of the bright areas were not point-
ing upwards, as normal flames of fire do, but were instead blazing between the fingers.
On the fingertops the bright areas pointed out from my body. The bright light didn’t




light up the cottage at all. The brightness began to vanish by and by from my fingers
after some 30 seconds, and at last it disappeared completely.

Immediately, I went out to reinvestigate the light phenomenon on the
forest road, but it too, had disappeared. Erkki didn’t follow me outside, but looked
through the window, even if he was looking in the wrong direction. He didn’t see me,
because of the darkness. I tried to listen and see something in the darkness of night
perhaps for five minutes, but nothing happened. At last I dared to go to my car, but I
was quite afraid. I backed my car to the cottage yard.

During the evening we were thinking what really had taken place. I could
not sleep well that night. In the morning we investigated the area where the light phe-
nomenon was seen, but there was not trace of any kind to be found. It was raining
a little in the morning. After I had told about the matter at home, we came back on
Tuesday (30 July) at the same point of time, together with other persons, hut nothing
happened.

On Wednesday, I called several professois at the Biological institute
and Institute on environmental research at the University of Jyvaskyla. They could not
give me any complete answers directly. llowever, they suggested two possibilities,
namely fireflies and a kind of luminous bacteria. A firefly emits pointlike light,
whereas the light from bacteria is yellow-green. These phenomena, however, are observed
mainly around the equator, so they are not satisfactory as an 2xplanation to these

phenomena". I
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Olavi Schroderus showing his
hands.

Investigations

Lasse Ahonen from The UFO Research of Finland visited the observation
place together with Olavi Schroderus 10 August 1985. The place where the light spot had
been, is the left hand side of the forest road, seen from the cottage. Nothing could be
seen on the ground where the light spot had been. There were several ant paths on the
place, and the small insects seemed to move as usual.

The Mirst observation was made from a distance of 16 m, when only a
clearly contrasted reddish light spot was seen on the ground. The diameter was then



50 cm and the thickness 2-3 cm. : AFSRYRIN|
When the observer had approached the light spot to a distance of some '
2 m away, some kind of light pillar ca. 3 m high, could be seen. Where the light was
coming from is unknown, because nothing particular could be seen above the light
pillar. The light simply ended at a height of 3 m. It seemed to come down in bandlike
wedges. The light on the ground was so dense or so bright that the ground couldn’t be
seen behind it. On the other hand, the trees behind the light pillar could be observed.
Even if the light on the ground was bright, it was not dazzling, however.
The branches of a nearby spruce were very close, but not inside the
light pillar. The branches of the trees or the heather close to the light spot on the
ground were not lit up. ) Vi
When the light grabbed the hands of the observer, it didn’t illuminate . :
the arms at all. The light was only on the bare skin. The shoes of weren’t uplit
either, despite being just beside of the light spot. He did not get any aftermath;
like eczema, illness or else. The light spot was stationary during the entire time of
observation. The time totalled 1-2 minutes.
During the observation the weather was cloudy, very dark and completely
without winds. No thunder could be detected; the temperature was about 10 °c.

What éQUggd this phenomenon is still unexplained. It can hardly be an
electric phenomenon caused by some manmade electric device, because there is no
electricity or power lines in the vicinity. No reflecting objects of any kind were
visible, either.

Translation by lHeikki Virtanen.

FINLAND

® Saari jarvi

Source:

"Ultra Magazine" no. 10 1985.




bol - 0015

Information Submitted te "BOLIDEK". WYUFOHRG- April 1986

Sectionl: Brief undetailed reports all eof which are classified Insuff Data.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Date: 25/10/66

Times 02:35 G,M.T.

locations Lidge£ Green,Bradford,W.Yorks

No of witnesses: Two

Report: One witness observed an orange oval surrounded by red dights.The other

witness saw an orange cone hover over Bradford for five mins before disappearing,

Date: 25/8/18 .
Times 23:35 BSY

LOCs Allerton,Bdfd,W.Yorks

No of Witneases: One

Report:Witness was driving home when she saw a strange orange light in the sky,

on looking closer she saw it was high and flying saucer shaped.

Date: 15/4/81

Time: 21:40 BST

loc: Idle,Bradford,W.Yorks,England.

No of witnesses: Two

Report:A strange bright yellow/orange ball was seen over Idle cricket field.It
wag silent in the clear sky.The full moon and jupiter were nea}by.The witnesses
saw the object move up and down in a zig zag fashion.At times points of white

light came out of it and melted back into the object.It then stppped,became bright

yellew and flew off towards Bradford Town Centre.

Date: 15/4/81

T'ime: 21:45 BST

10C: Idle,Bradford,W.Yorks,England.

No of witnesses: Twe

Report: The witnesses saw a reddish/yellow ball in the sky from the window of
their top flat.It looked like it was on fire and lit up the whole sky around.At
times it had a spotlight coming from it but made no noise.Both witnesses watched

this for five minutes before it moved away.

Date:9th March 19684 -
Time: Unknown (nightime)

location: Bank Top,Horton,Bradford,West Yorkshire,England.

No of witnesses: Two

Report: Two witnesses observed an orange flame coloured object over Bank Top

Reservoir in Bradford.It was observed only for a split second before it disgpppeared.



6)

)

Page Two;

Date: End August 1976.

1'ime: 04:00 BST

loc: Peel Park,Bradford,W.Yorks,kngland,

No of witnesses: one.

Report: The witness,a photographer,observed a yellow/orange ball of light
travelling North to South.It was high in the sky.It travelled smoothly and
slowly.The witness felt a sense of calm and amazement.He also felt what he
claimed was a time displacement which made him feel uneasy.The object continued

on its course until lost from view,.

Tate: last week Sept,- 3rd week Oct. 1976

Time: 07:15 BST

loc: Between Bingley and Keighley,West Yorks,kngland.

No of witnesses: one., Same witness as above,

Report: The witnesd was travellin: on a bus and was looking over the valley in
Denho lme,W.Yorks when he saw a similar object to what he had seen a few weeks
previous (see above account).l'he object was identical in appearance but seemed
to have a lighter colour of white/yellow.The sky was clear and the object was
travelling West to Kast just above the horizon.It was observed for about 20
seconds before it went out of sight as the Bus turned a bend.The object was

last seen going toward Cottingley Woods and disappeared behind the trees.

8) Iate: September 1980

9)

T'ime: Approx 21: 30 BST

[oc: Illingworth,Halifax,W.Yorks,kngland.

No of witnesses: 4

Report: The witnesses were travellins home in their car in a Northerly diraction
when they saw an orange ball of light over Ogden Moors,Halifax.lhey stopped

the car to observe the light yhich wag stationary throughout the sighting.The
light was observed for about ten seconds before it just vanished.The witnesges
e:stimate;l the light to be about a mile away and about 3/400ft above the horizon,

T'he weather conditions for this time were overcast,cool and dry.

Inte: 13th September 1983

1'"ime: 04:00h BST

loc: Drighouses,York,lingland,

No of witnesses: Two

Report: The witness got up to let out her cat and looked yp at the stars when
she observed a large soft orange/yellow shape (ball) moving acrogs the sky from
the NorthWest to the Southkast.l'he witness then awoke her husband who also
obgerved the ball of light and they watched it for about 15minutes in total

travelling across their field of view before disappearing over the horizon noiseless



10)

Page three:

Date: April 1970.

Time: 01:00 BST

loc: Rombalds Moor,nr Skipton,N.Yorkshire,tkngland

No of witnesses: Two

Report: The witness was awoken from her sleep by a high pitched whineing
sound.Thinking the noise could be an indication of an accident on a nearby
railway line she roused her husband who went to look out the window facing
fast.Both witnesses saw a "very bright ball of light" which hovered at a
height of about 200feet above the lMoorland and which appeared to be solid.
'he object was at an estimated distance of one and a half to two miles.
The witnesses had a clear view of the object due to the calm and clear
weather conditions. It remained stationary for about half an hour before
suddenly rising -and flying away at speed and was out of view after approximately
three seconds.As \it disappeared from view,the whining noise also faded as

object flew away until neither the object mor noise could be heard.Colour

is unknown,



[nformation submitted to "BOLIDE' - WYUKWORG -April 1986

Section two: Sightings in this section have all received LEVEL A Investigations
and as such have Evaluations desigrnated by the West Yorks UFO Resaearch Group:
The cases are however shortened but anyone requiring further information on the

’full reperts can obtain this frOm WYUFOHbs address quoting the case reference

number «

Case Report No 1: WYUFORG Ref: WY/009

“Dates Winter 1942/3

Time; 19:00h GMT -

location: Scholes,Leeds,West Yorkshire,kngland.
0.S.Map Reference: 375377 - Sheet Number 104
Report detailss

The witness was returning home from the Hailway Station at about 19:00h GMI' when
as she neared home eﬁq noticed a flame red ball travelling over the rooftops of
the houses.The object came from the North kast and was approximately forty or
fifty feet high.The object suddenly descended and came to rest about six feet
above the ground in a hovering position about 7S5yards from the witness.The witness
could now see the object was a duller red than had first been evident and also it
was slightly oval with a diameter of approximately 12feet.It was+*also evident that
the ball of light now appeared to be of s0lid nature and seemed to be lit from
within.Suddenly without warning the object shot off at tremendous speed in a South
last direction towards Garforth disappearing in a matter of seconds as it climbed

high into the sky.

Witness deatils: Female aged 41/2 ag time of sighting.Has a vivid memory and has
undergone many motable paranormal experiences in her life.These included a hazy
timeslip into the future (at time it was about 1909 and the timeslip the witness
now thirks took her to about the 1960s//0s) and a very vivid Out Of Body Experience
which occured around 1911.

lvaluation: Probable UrFO. (UAP/MED).

/D'ijm oir olg)ccft PN Cau(pef"’:t

Pute ReD
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Case Heport No2 : WYUKOKG Ref: WY/029

Date: June/July 1975

1'ime: 22:00h approx - BST

Location: Hrighouse,Weast Yorkshire,kngland -
0.8. Ref: 147 228,Sheet No: Brighouse 12

Report Details: The witness Mr A was returning home.The weather was a typical

hot sunmers day;dry and calm.His attention was drawn to an object in the eky.It

was a ball of light about the mame size as the Sun and at least as bright,reddy
orange in colour travelling from the South or SouthkKast to the North or NorthWest

at an approximate elevation of fifteen degrees.Behind the object stretched a vivid
ereen trail "for miles" .The witness watched the object move slowly for about one
mimite during which he heard no moise.Once ever the town the object appeared to
hover over the Canal.gasin for about 30Useconds before suddenly moving off to the
North or Northtast at a fantastic speed until it disappeared from sight.lotal
duration was between one to one and a half minutes.Points te note are:l) The objest
was travelling along a valley with a fault line. 2) The valley contains a great‘uarw
high voltage power lines. 5) 'ne object appeared to fellow the line of a canal/river
syatem and the point where the object hovered is above the Canal basin,

Evaluation; UNKNOWN - Probable LITS/UAP.

b

(iRern Temt \a ‘()L’n,\ijé Bot-.

< o e

Case Heport No3:WYUFORG Case Ref: WY/))008

late:22nd August 1962
Time: 10:40h BST
location: Norland Meor,Sowerby Hridge,West Yorkshire,kngland.

Report Details: The witnegs,Mr B, was in his house when he observed an object over

the river Ryburn.The object dipped slowly behind some trees to the left of the river.
The witness waited for the object to reappear and after a few moments it did so as
an apparently bright lightsource once again.Although the witness had a very clear
view of the object he coild only see what looked like an "incandescent ball ef light"
and could not see any definitive shape.As the object reappeared it moved slowly up

the valley (North) just above the trees and followed the course of the River Ryburn.
As the object moved North still slowly following the river it seemed to get higher




Page Three

eesesein the sky.After about three minutes the ebject had moved a considerable
distance down the valley so the witness wibtrheee- moved te his sons bedroom fer

a better view of the object (by now Mr B had alerted his wife and eighteen year

old son to look at the light ).I'he witnesses continued to observe the object until

it moved out of sight after about five minutes in the direction of Sowerby Bridge,
The witnesses described the object as a ball of glowing light which seemed dazzling,
On occasions there appeared to be a flat bottom with a brownish orange color to it,
The object was estimated by the witness to be no larger than about five feet in
diameter when first observed at a distance of 1l80yards.Overall coleoring >f object
was described as glowing white light.l'here was no sound throughout the whole of

the sighting.

Evaluation: UNKNOWN - Probable LITS/UAP
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OURANOS'
(fench UFO Jouma )
No 22 ( 1978)

OVNI-SEISMES

LES OVNI
SONT-ILS DECLENCHEURS
DE SEISMES ?

Le 9 octobre 1977, entre 19 h.30 et 23 h.
30, lechéteau de la Roche-Courbon (Charentes
Maritimes) devenait le thédtre d'un spectacle
insolite. Trois OVNI évoluent autour de celui-
ci et ce, durant quatre heures !

Il était environ 19 h.30 lorsque Madame
Roussel, employée au chéateau et habitant 3
"La Chévrerie”, apergoit soudain “‘une g osse
étoile qui monte et descend dans le ciel en
s'imrmobilisant par instant’’.

Dans le méme temps, Mlle Marie-Lise
Guilbaut, 13 ans, qui se trouve dans la cour du
chateau voit, elle aussi, juste au-dessus de la
grande allée centrale qui se prolonge dans la
forét, aprés le parc, une autre ‘‘grosse étoile””
blanche, trés brillante qui se dirige rapidement
dans sa direction. Les formes de |'objet se
précisent ties vite; il se présente sous |'aspect
d'un globe blanc éblouissant, entouré d'un
disque qui change constamment de couleur,

etude
de la C. E. OURANOS

passant alternativement du rouge au jaune, du
vert au bleu, puis au blanc. Parvenu a I'orée de
la forét, I'objet s‘immobilise. Ses dimensions
apparentes sont celles de la pleine Lune.

Par une fenétre du chéteau, orientée 3
I'opposé de cette observation, la mére de la
jeune fille, Mme Guilbaut, apergoit quant 3
elle un troisitme objet qui s'éloigne dans le
ciel.

Les OVNI finissent par se regrouper 3 haute
altitude et restent encore visibles jusqu’a 23 h.
30, puis disparaissent vers le Nord-Est.

Le lendemain, c’est-a-dire le 10 octobre
1977 3 19 h.30, les OVNI réapparaissent, mais
cette foisils sont au nombre de quatre, groupés
et ayant l'apparence de grosses étoiles trés
brillantes. lls entourent le chateau sans jamais
se rapprocher puis s‘éloignent, de nouveau,
vers le Nord-Est.

Moins de huit heures aprés la fin de I'obser-
vation du dimanche 9 octobre, exactement 3
7 h. 06 ce lundi 10, un bref grondement couvrit

~
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le territoire des Charentes Maritimes durant
quelques secondes. L’Institut de Géophysique
de Strasbourg confirma qu‘il s'agissait bien
d’'un tremblerent de terre, de magnitude 4.5
sur I'échelle de Richter et dont I'épicentrie se
situait 3 environ 2 kms de la cote de I'lle
d'Oléron.

Par la suite, Mcnsieur René Samson, enqué-
teur de la Commission OURANOS, 1ol une
constation troublante. En reprenant 1outes les
observations d'OVNI qui se sont déroulées
sur les Charente. Maritimes durant I'année

1977 et en pointantsoigneuserment celles-ci sur
une carte géologique, il s'apergoit que la
Roche Courbon est située sur le Synclinat
compris entre deux failles géologiques.

— — Synclinal

B Foyer du séisme
du 0 0 77

@  Ovservoton
en vol

Atlernssage
Vernéres

é \ =

Quelques jours auparavant, le 18 septembre,
il y eut un atterrissage 8 Verriéres, un petit
village situé sur la faille de Cognac, et le 13
octobre une observation a Royan vient de
nouveau se situer sur une faille géologique. Le
19 novembre, un OVNI de grandes dimensions
est observé au-dessus de Saint-Denis d'Oléron.
Cette observation s‘aligne sur la faille Sud de
I'épicentre des secousses sisrmmiques. Au début
de I'année 1978, le 19 janvier, un OV NI est
encore observé dans le ciel de la Rochelle,
juste sur 13 grand= faille Nord.

Est-ce a dire qu'il existerait une relation de
cause 3 effet entre les séismes et certains




phénomeénes célestes assimilables aux OVNI ?
Quelques membres de la C.E.O. se sont déja
penchés sut I3 question et, bien qu'il soit
encore trop 106t pour en tirer une conclusion,
on peut dire qu'il pourrait effectivement,
a l'analyse des faits, exister une corrélation
étroite entre certains séismes et des appari-
tions d'OVNI.

Des phénomenes célestes lumineux ont été
vus par de nombreux témoins, avant, pendant
et aprés des secousses sismiques.

Ainsi, lors du séisme d Agadir (ville édifiée
sur une faille géologique), plusieurs personnes
virent en février 1960 une énorme boule lumi-
neuse traversant le ciel de la ville, alors que la
puissante secousse venait de tout anéantir sous
une apocalypse de pierres. Cette boule semblait
venir de la mer et les bulletins d'information
de I'O.R.T.F. de I'époque signalérent que “les
témoins sortis de chez eux, au moment méme
de la secousse, auraient vu une grande lueur
au large d’Agadir.

Fin novembre 1967, un OVNI survolait
le Mont Konovi, ainsi que les villes de Pristina
et Sofia, en Yougoslavie. L e survol de I'OVNI
suivait 13 ligne de fracture dans I'axe N.O-S E.
des Balkans. Le 30 novembre 1967, 3 8 h.24,
un violent séisme se fait sentir dans la zone
située par les villes de Debar, Tatovo, Skoplje,
Pestkopija, Kicevo et Struca.

Au Nord-Est de I'Australie, une série de
tremblements de terre fut enregistrée le 28
septembre 1969. Les secousses étaient accom-
pagnées de nombreuses explosions et de
mystérieuses lueurs vertes dans le ciel.

A deux reprises, au matin du 9 février 1971,
la terre tremble dans le Sud de la Californie.
Los Angeles et toute la banlieue furent forte-
ment éprouvés lors de la premiére secousse.
Lors de la seconde, qui eut lieu deux heures
plus tard et qui toucha plus essentiellement la
périphérie de la ville, de nombreux témoins
oculaires rapportérent 13 présence de plusieurs
lueurs dans le ciel.

En 1930, un violent tremblement de terre
secoue le Japon et plus de 1 500 personnes
constatérent la présence de ‘‘lueurs dans
le ciel .

L apparition de ‘‘boules lumineuses’’ et de
“lueurs dans le ciel’” a depuis longtemps été
rapportée par des témoins au cours de séismes.
Ce n'est qu’en recherchant parmi des milliers
d’observations que I'on se rend compte de ces
manifestations qui semblent étre mises de
cbH1é par manque d’'intérét. Trés peu d’organes
d'information en ont diffusé les cas et dans

ces éventalités I'importance de leurs commen-
taires se trouve minimisée
Charles Fort, dans son ouvrage “‘Le livre
des Damnés’’, relate de nombreux cas de trem-
blements de terre en corrélation avec '‘de
mystérieux météores lumineux. Ainsi:
— Le 4 novembre 1732: séismes en Suisse
précédéds par un “‘météore aveuglant’’.
— Le 22 mai 1732: en Souabe, "‘l'air fut
traversé de brumes épaisses a travers
lesquelles on apercevait une pale lueur.
Plusieurs jours avant la secousse, on avait
wvu des ‘‘globes de feu”'.
— Le 7 juin 1779: des secousses sismiques
sont précédées de “‘globes lumineux’ qui
évoluent dans le ciel de Boulogne
— Le 9 novembre 1819 le Canada et le
Nord des USA. sont survolés par des
“lumieres dans les nues’’ el Suivies par
la chute d'une matiére neire aprés une
secousse sismique.
— Le 22 novembre 1821: & Naples, un
météore lumineux ‘‘suit la méme trajec:
toire qu‘une secousse tellurique’’.
— En 1863: phénomeénes lumineux dans le

ciel lors du tremblement de tene de
Manille.

— Les 12 et 13 février 1873 séismes et
“corps lumineux"”. ~

Dans les textes d'un fascicule déposé a la
Bibliothéque de Marseille, en relatant le trem-
blement de terre du 20 mars 1812 survenu
dans le Sud de la France, 8 Beaumont, un
certain J M. Robert fait état de phénomenes
luminetix qui se sont manifestés plusieurs fois
dans les communes voisines de cetle localité.
Le texte fait mention de “'... phénorménes qui
sesontmanifestés notamment entre Manosque
et Villeneuve d'Apert’”; “phénomeénes si
effrayants que sept voyageurs qui étaient
dans la voiture de Digne ont préféré s'arréter 3
la mauvaise auberge des Quatre-Tours, plutot
que d‘aller coucher 38 Manosque. A I'approche
de la voiture, ce ballon lumineux qui voltigeait
sur le chemin s’est divisé en quatre feux, et
alors la vue des voyageurs s'est tellement
troublée qu’'ils ont cru voir danser autour
d'eux quatre hommes enfermés dans une
grande lanterne. A Ste-Tulle et 38 Manosque,
une grande clarté ressemblant 8 une aurore
boréale fut apergue comme suspendue dans les
airs, pendant quelques minutes'’.

Le texte parle égalernent de faits qui se
sont déroulés le 30 mars 1812 vers 8 heures
du soir: “un grand météore lumineux fut
visible depuis Marseille jusque Gap, mais 3
Beaumont, 8 Ste Tulle, 8 Manosque et 8 St-




Michel, il affecta difféientes directions et
acquit l'apparence et I'éclat d'une vdste tour
enflammée’’

Au regard de tous ces faits, on constate
indéniablement’ que des relations existent
entrecesphénomeénes et certains tremblements
de terre De ces quelques exemples de corréla-
tions, nous pouvons, au moins, conclure ceci:

1) Nous constatons |'existence d'une simulta-
néité entre certains séismes et une catégorie
particuliere de phénomeénes lumineux dont
I'existence, étudiée de fagon intermitiente
par quelques auteurs dispersés, a é1é reprise
et étudiée par Charles Fort, mais ne semble
jamais avoir é1é prise en considération par
les scientifiques.

2) Ces “boules” ou ‘“‘météores lumineux'’

survolent peu avant, ou peu aprés, les zones

de {ractures ou de failles géologiques.

Ces phénoménes lumineux ne sont signalés

que dans certains cas de ‘‘secousses locales’'.

£

Haroun Tazieff parle également de phéno-
meénes lumineux lors du tremblement de terre
d’ldu (en 1930), dans son ouvrage "“La Terre
tremble’’, mais s'agit-il de phénoménes de
méme nature ?:

*'Ce fut lors du séisme d’'ldu que les phéno-
ménes lumineux si souvent décrits par
les témoins de grandes secousses furent
observés par des scientifiques. Jusqu’alors,
malgré I'abondance des témoignages, on
doutait de |a réalité de ces éclairs longs, de
ces boules de feu, de ces raies irradiées, de
ces faisceaux, de ces draperies aux teintes
et aux intensités diverses”.

Des recherches, effectuées notamment
par des chercheurs japonais, ont pu mettre
en évidence que des variations régionales
du champ magnétique terrestre précédaient
toujours les séismes. Les études sur la prévision
de tremblements de terre ont confirmé I'appa-
rition de puissants champs magnétiques lors
de compressions internes intenses dans la zone
hypocentrale. Ainsi, lors du séisme du lac de
Kerkario- au Japon (en 1938), les mesures
magnétiques effectuées indiquérent |'existence
d'une trés importante anomalie magnétique
Alors que des mesures étaient rééditées un an
plus tard, l'anomalie n’apparaissait plus.
Nous savons aussi que les OVNI engendrent
des perturbations magnétiques sans doute liées
3 leur mode de propulsion. Existerait-il un
lien entre certains mnuvements tectoniques et
certaines manifestations d'OVNI agissant en
des endroits de failles géologiques ? Ou est-ce
les mouvements tectoniques qui inquiétent les

occupants de ces engins ? Dans ce dernier cas,
leur action est-elle de limiter les effets de ces
mouvements telluriques ? Dans d'autres cas,
I'énorme énergie produite par ces mouvements
internes est-elle susceptible de provoguer un
certain type de phénomeénes naturels non
encore identifiés ?  Autant de questions qui
mériteraient une étude attentionnée, car non

—

moins inquiétant est l'intensification et la
succession des secousses sisrniques depuis ces
derniéres années, le long de a ligne de fiacture
terrestre; intensification qui semble bien étre
en étroite corrélation avec des observations
d’Objets Volants Non ldentiés.

Le Comité de la C.E. OURANQOS



bol- O0\7

MARY KINGSLEY'S OBSERVATION

Thought you might be interested in this passage 1 came across in
Mary Kingsley's Travels in West Africa (London, Virago Press, 1982 (from
a turn-of-the-century original edition), p. 254. Ms. Kingsley was on an
1895 exploration at Lake Ncovl between the Ogowe and Rembwe rivers, then
in the region of the Niger Protectorate and Gabon, when she went out at
night alone to bathe and canoe on the lake waters. Then:

" 1 saw a strange thing happen. Down through the forest
on the lake bank opposite came a violet ball the size of a
small orange. When it reached the sand beach 1t hovered along
it to and fro close to the ground. In a few minutes another ball
of similarly colored light came towards it from behind one of the
islets, and the two waver W@ to and fro over the beach, sometimes
circling round ecach other. I made off toward them in the caroe, thinking --
as 1 still do -- they were some brand new wkind of luminous insect.
When 1 got onto their beach one of them went off into the bushes
and the other away over the water. I followed in the canoe, for the
water here is very deep and, when 1 almost thought I had got 1t, f{t

went down into the water and I could see it glowing as 1t sunk unttl
it vanisled in the depths."

~
l.ater, on asking the natives in this very remote region, they explain it

as an "Aku'" -- a devil. There is no further explanation or discussion of
the incident.

From Robert Coltman
Box 85

S. Chelmsford, MA 01824
via DNDennis Stacy, Editor, MUFON Journal
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(Birmingham)

Monday, 12th February,
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GHOST OH THE HILLS

OF WI\HWICKSIHRE

'Uncanny nght Terrifies the
\/nlagers.

e

NIGHTLY APPEABANCES

. Frorn Our Own Ccarronpondcnt
o * - ., Liasincroxn, Mondsy, |
| ‘I'be villugereiof I'cuny Compton undl
Nortbond,” oeac. the Busiog 1hitls, Sculh
\\ruuuhhlu, a10 .ygrovwing dncipasipyly
Loousy in ecgardi-jo m- wmyatoricus ~und
- gheetly uppuumg on ‘tbo" hllls ut n.ubt
time. - ..

First lccounh of what wos deicribed
"by a shephord as ** & bright light wander.
ing down the vallcy " were discredited,
but tho shepherd, Wilhiaw Neule, o man
of wtrong churacler, pervisted io bin state-
meat that be had mvn tho- apparitiom
* thoueunde of tinics.'

Iuvestigution proved that Nealo was
ulp.u\ulr izt ‘

SCEPTIC CONVINCED,

4 parly ¢f mco fiom Veung Compilon
went to the hills ane wight wnd, wecording
to My, vicotgo White, o futmer weoplic,
they Lind o neevearaching evpeitense,

A strango and uncauny sohgslivn crept

a bright lipht hovered around—they
coulgnot fell from wherc—and an almost
indeecribable forin puriued 8 lortuous,
path down the valloy ncar the ald ¢hurch «
a3 if lovking for somcthing,

Mr. Wlnte's  evucizudt - was  somowhat

glussow,

* Phe h'-ht was liko that oo a motor,” l
Lbe told 1ue, *“ but it wae so peculir, it?
wine b0 brglt wnd yet thero vias a ghaustly
neddy- Lo patel on the . Luter theto
way u lingu of vrunge colour,” . )

YOUTH TERRIFIED.

It appears, too, thut the ghust lmunl-.
w wayzida pool. sud frighicued u bone
,dniven by a yoath weined Cotterill, who
" hod tuken u cntiv 1nto Northend.

I Cotterill’s fother tola o that he hed
never scen hin von to white and frightonod
1' ud it hiad becu impuoasil, lu w0 iuducs hiw

W [0 vut uitec dumik riuee
| Uhe vacar of Burlan l)..::cu, oround
whow boves tho rpirit hovers, preserves o
Illl:ul\'t:l stlenco un the sulect,

IDoi— Q0I(3F

THE DAILY MAIL

(London)

Tuesday, 13th February,
1923, Page 7/5.

DANCING * GHOST.”

RADLANT VILLAGE
SPECTRE. »
R
Two ~udh Warwickdure  villuges,
Feuny Commpton snd Northicnd, hnge uc-
quictd s glieat. Just which villag.: ‘it
belunped W doea not secin o bave been
| deenbed, wne iw there suy evidence of
JVmriing deaire 'on Wie pary of either vil-
RELTEIN DI LS S TTUTRNS TR TER WO
;I Soveral pooplean coch villag: would,

Viinatter of it hL Quile o cese d R“\
~u 1o the otler o

: Bin figal pecrron Ao e Ilu. divivn was a
debioviierds Hedechae-d slhne L el sy
|» figure i apectrul light wanderine lown
PIOC vaileyo Vaurioun unkind o N
Ve lllildl Illll Ill}{.\ "I\lll 1 undder-
Cuin) -I..n sl sl evi it i this aespncet,

the teath wis nob in hims~__ -+
Me hiad hig revenye p e nigics Iater.

A\ nutibeer of nen Wre ont o the hills
Atoether, und the wppurition pwndead
-kl ot moge, oa & gl that evaydd
and hovered ronnd them. The rhicphicrd
teceived apolovics.

The t(hnrt appe:ara to be very indefinite:
in cheghe bat ull reports aceee thoe it e
clethed in diught—* [l dull Lilunrh Hame
Ofiling ofl mto the rir,”’ by ene aceaunt,
s acactive aort ol spaok, often upyr:ar-

woin o dueen diffeerent places e the
Antinr evemng, It reeina A0 diddieht an

cuzing wonen, for it is enid to go und
ance round any woman who in so rash

310 walk across a gneadow alonie after
Jack.

‘There are, of course, the sceptics who
declare that 1t ia nut a ghost at all. that
it e pothing Lut mazeh gag, that Samly
| lumineus exhialation  of  curbaretnied
| hyvirogen which somnetimes rises {rom

dump places, and Fuve J O wll the

leevnds of the will o5 1he wiag.
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T g, WILL-O-TIHE-WISP, *
o S )

AR I . . W T
|- PHODABLE LXPLANATION OF TID
s - FENNY- COMI'TON GIOST

r,"'. ar T4

28 ) . oo

ks - ) i '
b AN ANCIENT BPECTUE, ©- .

¥ } o ; S e

1, Lt o R il

0 A A

© 1 s possille tLat the “glost* of Feapy Ownplon
b u ghoet indevd—for thero sre more things Jo beaveu |
and earth than sre Cressned of in our philusophy; Lut
the uncinotionsl, unbisaed resder will more willingly
wtibe the pbonouienon Lo some batuiul cause. A
Leighit light Buuting with weird movainents sbove the
Burion Dussett hille o + . o reddy-blue light with s
creepy compodenion,” eay the seports, sud there is
pciling in lho duscriplion 10 disorcdit the theory that
tho spouk fo our ol fricud willo’-tho-wivp, iu one cf
bis wany fanteslic guised. The alternalive supposition
is that thera is 8 very sulstantisl body soniewhere
belbiod the Buating glow, and that s stoul-Leartcd
sovestigatoe wilh 8 horsc-wbip ocould socva dispel
Sbo mystery, aic !
“* Will-o*-the-wisp—Jack-o'-lsnlhorn (ignis faiuus):
by which of bis usmes slull we know the sprite? Yor
centutics be Las lcd & doublle life, like & pbos-
phoresccol Jekyll and Myde. e lass run his
. course thiough the anythology snd folklore sud locul
suptialition of every country since.the year Dlsnk,
while concurrenlly l'.. bus wmbled sedstely through
tbe pugea of sciculibic text-books, which have ex-
plamed Lim swsy in the most dehigbtlully incom-
predsnsible language. As Jekyll, Lo is & respoctable
svientibe fach; as Jlyde, tho tersor snd yondernicnt
ol the cuuntpysklo in the Fens and elnenhere.
- It is uol surprisiug (hal Master Will hue oecured
8 brm grip on the superatitions ol succossive
generatious ol yokels, for bis is a sufficicatly mystic
pcqusiutance to uinke, on a lonely mureh truck,
‘tanst widoight and duwu, When oue is suddenly
conltouted by a clot of ghostly incandoscence dancing
Laatly on molbing, it anay be very oomfurling, n
theury, 10 say Brmly (0 cuesell, ' This ia & certamn
" viscous substance reflucling light in .the dask.”
bt one’s tongue in nescriheless apt o closve to the
noof of one's wouth just ua though cne were sfiuid!
I The name Ignis -Fatuus wae given to this strange
| @anilestation of lumivous gas ~ becsuse it ouly fesrs
\
1
|

—

(re.. frighieus) fools,” says Blount in his * Anu-
quities.” The old superalition, 82 employed by Milton
i la *“ L'Alegro,” wae that Jack-o'-lauthoru loved 10
lcad wavlerers ssuuy in the dark, snd nuire (hem
in wmarsh or ditch (compare Bhukespeare. **‘The
Jempest,” Act 1V, Scens 1 . ., * Vieyed Juck

L

sith ua’),

1%~ This miwhiovous lrait is descri+d In Draylon's
} * Nywphidis,” w lhe hues; .

O BN
}
;

Sowbe .00 * ol purpose lo deceive ugj ;
7. Aod, leading us, mukes us o siray

‘1- loug winter o'ght out of the way,
g 0 Aud when we stick in Lhe wure or clay, .
N.o Ma doth with Jeughter leavo us. °

. Tuis is a more pivturosque view than the ccld
I” sasutibe theory ol “'viscous sulislence . .

' baunting churchyvunls, privies. and fens, Locuise & i
gottenn owt of fuinesa; it fies eboul rivers, hedpes,

slc., becauss in thost pluces tuure is a certain fux
of wig™ o0 .

| hiilors lral‘ or weie, very superslitious on the sl
. rcl of the 1gnis futuus, OUne suckh pheoanionon play-
;b around this Vigrug in stonny westher wal Lo Le
| . intallible Indication of sbipwreck, wheroas two at
. 8 lhoo were huilod wilth juy we w proundiee of cahu in
! dio mear future. :
| Tbe comuion hypothcais today s thal Will-o'-the-
®iep in the flme of bhwning maish  gus, but
| “Chamibers’ Lncyclop mdia® gidicules this tl.eory on tle
! greund that mareh gud caunot ignile apoulacecusly.
Auollier and more plauaible suggestion is that
rhuphuuucd' bydiogen, which_ 1 sponlancously
t lnflamimable, ‘nisy ke produced by decaying anima!
! miatler o churchyardse aud swamps, but evea hese
lhere ase Nawa in Lhe reaconing just ss thore sie in
la lhe argument dur phoeploresccat vapous. It
sisy be saaymed, indeed, thiat the pheoamuoaca,
Mivugh koown 15 be due Lo natural cuuses, bas never
buea satisfactorily explwnod, nor does Lhers appesr
% Le euy limit 1o tho variety of forms ssaumed by
the Jguiv fatuus. bLooietinies we read of it as o
Yanie of bLlue, 1od, giecen, or yellow, sbimng i a
Jaud poation close to the ground; olber reporls tell
o & ball of light lmunding repidly over the couutry
rud often yusing high in the air. Agsin, the fame
hae been seca W divide iato emsll parts, which

feacribed complicated wovemnents hike those of »
“llcl, daoce. LA G 3 -
. S

vl - - '
BN
o |79 the Editor of tAe ** Burwingham Uail"
Bir,—1 read with intarest the arcount of the ghoutly
15l scen at Fenny Comipton. I reviember between
“!y and sizly year. us0, ulter & web scason, my fathes
being at work at Cold Dur)s Collegu, Billesley Couanon,
1nd gleeping Lhore at that tine,” oo night taw
130t suc as describiedd in the veinily of & rather large
beet ol mator Juown ss Cud Bath Pool. Tlinkiag it
748 8l pluchiors of ollicrwise, ba weut towside lLe
1308, but as bie epprosched il the light reomled. Thero

%102 Lo sizn of humnn beings. he slraightway ounie
0 the oonclusioa that it wes whal is commonly oalied
pllllv'-!l.g-wap (or ignie fuluua). | Leliove be bad
. P% a giilar sight Lefose in enolher part of the
--ounlry. lu my youuger doys I lave often heard
. Ounlry people speak.of Lhem.— Youm, elc.,
5 . 151, Aloaater Rowd, Moseley. *. ¢ ..

C. Hanrais.

O
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“SPOOK” STILL AT LARGE IN
" THE WARWICKSHIRE HILLS.

|The 'A_"‘_Ghost " Not
|

! N s .

| MARSH GAS?

! . . .

!| . . C o s

i Posslble Solution of the

; Mystery.

} Tho **ghost” which haunts the

! hills of South Warwickshlre has
not yet bcen laid.

Many strange lights have mads
their appearance In "the district,
and asuggested eoxplanations are
that thiey, Illke th, ghost, are olther

; due 10 phosphorus rslsing froin
. the damp groung, or 1o marsh gas
| trom which the lrish ** will o' the
' wilap aprings.

' C——

i From Our Own Gorrespondent.

| Juasmixgrun, | nd.u{.
T Dassott Nill, South Wurwichshire, hias

i!hu week ‘been thoe 70“' of vislloe from °

Birmiugham und ull parts of tho Alid-

lunds, autecnt ou swing the uow fawous -

*ahust?” which i3 statad to wako wuv-
turual visituliona ut this uuireyusuted
Lot

l\\'Inll.t argumonl ls aguimt any thoory

that st {s supvruatusal, all people lo the

tnmcdinte locabity appear to holivve Lo il

, Aceourding to ull wuoaunts, hivmover tLe
fuac.

‘ Indeod, one visltor 1old me that he had
bocome so snraptured with the vislen
thut ho intends 1o sce It as many tinwa
as possibla. * It fuscinates ne, he said.
The cutl-tanding leslure of the whole

alfuir is the rumuerkable ununlmity with

which thoeo (0 whuw the hight Lus levy

“avveuled, dvacriby the upputitivn,

3 Yet Laid, - o

.

ELUSIVE HILL™
oo Llokts,

v
Y

]

‘apouk ’ gives 10 dwueun lur Lthe llislll.wt :

Page 5/7.

Llke a Brilliant

~Headhight,

' A s White's vereivo e typiscal. e

Usays thul 1t was lihu o Lnilbaot Loadiplit

1O8 U Wulus<cur, .

] I thite ubout awd through Luslies, aad
rhipe uivr leuves ot grual sjcod. Tloa
with u bual flaah 1t dwepjaun vbve
huowe not where,

A eiguubinan w Kaightoute liua alw seca

i

Tho ghost wppeurs 0 havo u proforeace
lor huunling lusoly jeuls wnd luscs Ju
1 the vicinity of Venny Cumpton
108 1t
S Phospliorus? *

‘I'hat vho plbuot s tho work of & practioal
Juker 1e eaticwmcly jwmprolalble.

Thu woie ligkely eaplasatica is thal
it is Jduu to phapharu, rising (g the
&:r-nunl owing to thy duuyp,

A Many highta Tiva mude tiere apjaarativg
con U Lille the Just twue mights,

| la the wcantime the ap,xiritive flits
iabout, and  n eatrawmely clusive whoa
; ?r.'-.mwd putlics attewpt 1o clect itg culs-

MLY'LES
b i da guaod fur tiada s teatified by

the propiicture ur lcul  hintelinw  who
lortiiy visiture for their all-uight vigile.

B
i ]
g; IN STAGNANT POOLS.

VA NUGGESTED  EXEPLANATION
a O THE PHENOMENON.

f! N Catudent o chens ity
I;Ilu-." Eveming Despatch " ge-

W Phe prabablo easlunation o this fehoes
Hvenabh e certainty bol acvounlod tag by
Heayiog the hight in cuuswd Ly phiephoiug
i =-an cluoent which 1s nover under any -
peondition touind treo 1 Betuio and which
:I lnur!u. wilh n |lfl|\: yellow llwne, leaving
i bl ae s prsduct e cdond or cosliug ..7
fahiive particles. .

i Wore proahablv the cousn is Luruing
! wcthune, of wureh gan, which is a pre-
1
]

willes o

bt o sotting vegetaldo wattor,

T hia sisscrtion is lent on: weight Ly the
.|“.nl-'|urll‘l that the " oprelers o
;l" Baunt ™ s bt pocls amd lonaly laues
twhere vegetabilo doeny aight Nawmtully e
!I evpoctod o tako plavo,

. Will o the

~Wisp. |,

4 Mullinne Lnina with e pale lambent
et and i3 tho gay which, when burnig,
tarins the “will W the wisp i murehy

districls of lreland.

“ khost

i When burut tho pruducts o e gun sy

|| nhirely unnoticeubla 1o tho nubed cye Le

vatse Gha 1wt v ble gas wod the uler
1* waler,

— —_———
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A “ghoat " hina suddenly brought fime to
Durlon Daeartt hilla, , 0
short time ngn exclunive teforenco wns
mndo in (he * Courier ** to Lho fact that a
myaterioua Jight had mnde Ita appenrance at
this unfrequented apat. much to the alarm of
milkmon and athers.  Keeplicn) comment was
then mndo.  Thia week, through conaiderablo
I‘llbht‘if.' in tho Vreas, the *apeciral form "'
wnn became the talk of Wharwickshiro, and,
indecd  of all Fugland, .
While conl nrgument in againal ang thoory
of n aupernatural visitation, all hehiof in the
immedinte locality wonld appenr o e for it,
and it woulld be idlo to suggest that, deapite
tho harmicrancas of tho apparition, thero is
not an uncaniness nimong cerlain villagera of
Fenny Compton and Northewl, soino of whom
1 hnavo known for many years.

J A Cnniataas Eroox. :

Jt waxr just beforo Christmas that tho light
wna first tnlked of, and, ns may ho imnpined,
iL proved to bhe n keasonabilo topic for -J'ucul-
rion at anany fircrides, 1 doubt, howover,
whether thero would hiave been tho samne
gnicty nnd lnughter had it heen knawn that
an that night the * ghost "' was waulking the
hills anid ntterwnida vanisbed behind tho old
and historic charehil .

At that time the glory was diecredited, and
Mr. Willinm Nenle, a millkman, who made the
revelntion, wan regarded an one who indulecd
ia “lep-pulling.” 1 had kept in touch with
him, nmI in musing on tho improhability of
thic affair, enmo ta the eonclusion that hie wna
an mrim hnorist,  Dub his story  never
changed, and hie evrnect face ascumnd n
aerinne expression when he  referred (o the
aubject, hhave acen it thousands of
timeal ' bie declared the ather dav, and )
knaw that ho wcant nhat he said. My,
Nenlo ia not a man of many words.  Latterly
it har been interesting to watch him, in his
(nict wa¥, na ono hv ono tho scoptics have
been converted, for it has now been extah.
Jished that thia is not the imagining of a
neurntic mind. In fnct, tho oulstanding
featuro of the whale aflair is tho remarkalilo
unanimity with which thosa to whom (he
ight hins been revenled bhovo doscribod the
‘ ghoat.™

"' A PULILING PHENOMENON,

8 _———

. e

7 ]

Friday, 16th February,
Page 5/5.

A lovriy Ricnt.”

That tald 1ne by Mr. Georpn White s typi-
eal. 1 frankle didd not belicvo n ward of
1L ho savs, ‘“ bul el of sheer curionity, in
company with Messea. W, Khicashy and 10
Javell. | paid a virit to the hilla a few nightes
apo. Y was ahout acven o'clock, and when
wa hald heen thnre a abort time Mr. Bhenshy
aniel, “itevcat sl Wo turned round, and
ahout 2000 varda awny waa n strong and
darzling light hke that of a motor head lamp.
1L scar n periectly lacely sight, and it lw“:l
ua fascinated. It Nitted about and pansed
through hoashes and over fences at A great
rpeed; then, with a Anal flash, it dix-
appenared, wo know nnl whero. Wa coull
fool it hover around, and it appeared to he
looking for anmething, for the light awept
the gaouad. T had vy ficld glasars and wne
oblo to gt n ' clurecup ! view, Tt wae n kinid
of reddy-blae wined, Wt beantifally bilendel
Tnter, when we aaw it round Blurton Dasactt
(‘hnrc\n, there wan n tingn of orange colour.
Thera war nothing whaterer tn be nfrnid of,
and L have decided Lo gn ngain, haping to aco
it1" NMr. Khicnshy says thn aanio.

AT A Warrine Paot. :

Mr. W. Carbett, a signnlman at Knight-
cote, lina nlro reen the light appranch his
rignnl-box and then flunt back toa the hilla.
Tho * glinal ** ia repated to hiaunt & wavaido
poal, anld, acearding to Mr. Thowmns Gruhb, a
carpenter, frichtencd a horse he and a youth
named Tlarald Colterill wera driving nflter
delivering a coffin at Narthend. Mr, Grubh
shouted to the abparition, but it remained
atatinnnry and they  drave pactl  Another
dark apnt, this time in Fenny Compton vil-
Iagn, acems ta have heen hinnoured wilth
visit, Mr. M. Bmith and Mr. P. Knight aaw
it flnali across Dog Vano on ‘Juesdoy night
Inrt.  Jt bt wp the nhinle pathway,

‘The hille hnve (his week been the Mecea
of numnrana visitars from all parte of War.
wickalire; Wil necarding 0 variona acconnila
their pilegvionage hine nat hraught them mwely
eabicfaction, the situntion having heen  hane
Iv-qunJ Liv Jokere '-\_\'inu flaebi-dglde, Thint Nt
is " pond tar tende,”” however, may be gathered
fram a glanca at thn paosisiona mada at local
hnetelries, whero A week-end 1ush is aolici-
pated!

T'ronwmr Bxriaranins,

Naturally wmith anch n sliange phenomenon
thero nre many vonyectures and ideas an lo ile
origin. That it is the work of a praclical
joker s extramely doubtful.  Tho noro pro-
hiubtilo eaplanntion ia that it is duo to p{m!-
pharus aviting from the gronnd throngh the
nbnormally damp acazon.  Dartmoor is, ol
courso, renowned for auch lichta. Those wha
havo xeen the Burton light discredit the
asaertion that L s a will-o'-the-winp.  JL ia
m inlenncly biright,  Awmusing and Inantaatic
thooriea eoinn from some sources, and it han
heen supgeested that it miny bio A merange
fram Maral Kamenne puta it down as heing
a phoaxphorescent awl—whatever that may b,

n tho menntime, while comedinns annke
joken ahout the * Fenny Compton Ghaat,*”
and a London dnily newapaper innkes it the
auhject of insuranee (1), the apparition fMlita
nhout as freely as ever nud ia supremcly
illurive when xtrong-willed micn  organise
partics for its enpturo,

. R. T. K.
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“GHOST!S?:: HAU
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adhizht houre, 0 ennsisla nleiely of n

praNarman church, e aguare tuwer

. atamie g alatk apalnal the sky, wn alg

. ik Vienrige twa centurieahil l'nrlnh--u-.‘-
K ane o them a balterel taln, mergrawn

with vexetation, and, near at houds 1wa
pwnll colingaa.

QUAINT WINDMILL,

TVhea clhinech, 1ha vienrage, and the twn
(nrmlicnses stand in 0 rough triangla,
wilth w penl, nround which tho weeping
willomge droap, in the wididle.

AU aheut are the nnduln'lv\{ hille,
Batied hera wied thera witn W enverrs,
and e the noelh reared with lronstone
Quairies,

% L . . O Ahle  slde, lnrlllnlnll' sland

i " ."{,, 5 . it s | deeelict windinbll, wned oo aminll mund
b Esea e‘ (). '._ ¢ : : toser vin chinpe Hke w \lnlhlln fowet)

p "“ ., o ] wemdl trwedition hna . to klgnal by Hee
Mae 1) - $ the coming ol the Aviinda

i It Iy the kind of place whare one would
expect to find not one ghost, but Iwenity,
e thasort of ploce any ghorl milght b

’ rlmnl Ia liaunt,
And et Ha onlr -pn'rnl vititant la a
Ddiverag Hizhe o whileh, whatever s en.

llnm.lmn. 1a cerlulnly ot supernntural
nomiyin,

lomiming arim and invsterions in llm\

I
» JEMNY BURN TAIL/S
“Like @ dull, ysll:m nyl It weas, ;Iowann; nl us, |apparently, h:“r:‘r“"l-lull:\ ‘.‘l:).‘,‘i:':.,::‘ ?Iu:(t‘:nrrl.:h mepns,
from beneath o nearby tree, . . beliavioue af the luminons spectie Bits in
: " There was @& oonocerted ruch to lhe spot, :md through the = |} ".'|“‘"_'""m‘"~‘mr':. l-‘n|lm ml;nm‘:‘d —_
mud and In the ditches wé stumbled, detecmincd to lay that ghost. L e trzid b f‘ L'l.:“'n,”‘{'”“": el
v Byl when wo warp al tho foot of the treo and had flashed our o demiy Hann il s e Joenl wnne—» hich

lr hene R
s sioctrle torches on W, there waa nothing at all except a derllh. light o phenemenon due o athane or war ||

olrcling at tho slde of the rulns we had Just left.”

|ln|| veillier vha o

rprnmnrn of the licht
b . ) :‘b" Ve habnte vt habitat wecord with thig
¢ . —— 5 e o e - - r 6 R o
’ ’ ’ \\l.rn,. TS "
ELUSIVE. 8wl o' the wicp fo o Jaintly
sndont. | iy | th .
\ From Our Splclal Qorresp \ ol Rarede hoeal b seen <lationnre: the| perooiy cln.ul:.:;ptll .hlam."u'vn'.l-‘:v.\;llu‘n;.'nal»'n'lm
. FEasY Cowrton, Mon ’”“ |:mn,..nh of e ahwervers Tinie eeer AU AY T Vi bimne the Wigton Disectt ghort i o
" The muving’ ]mhl ol the Bur 1 on it, meving hither and thilker all welldchned light, erherial 1o shupe wnd
' Dansett Hille, Rowth “"\r\\'lck!hlﬁ!,l (,n'--li-“'llv‘ Wilte,  peantinne with geead 7“:1“'19 \'\ldlll'l(‘l_‘
- . apiditr, n hnghie .
alilt vremaine A nystery. i‘-(: 'h;‘n‘ e e ie uncdulatory, with audden Saar C'h:": ‘Ah“:lu:lmn‘lio‘:l’nlm'l‘::i,;.‘
The decper  ono  genf nio Cdivema dawpnwards, at which 1 genernlly Gneed, show peen neas ol hamd, with red.
lmnulunq |\nn|vm—l|m more ONE &R hianpeare, 1o appear ngnln perhapa five U
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/Will-o’-the-wisp

A A Mills

... 8 wand’ring fire
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night
Condenses, and the cold environs round
Kindled through agitation to a flame,
Which oft, they say, some evil spirit attends,
Hovering and blazing with delusive light,
Misleads th’amaz’d night-wanderer from his way,
To bogs and mires, and of t through pond or pool,
There swallow’d up and lost, from succour far...

Nowadays, a will-o’-the-wisp Is but a
metaphor applied to any ephemeral
thing likely to mislead the unwary. But
in past centuries it seems to have been
a definite optical phenomenon—a
luminous glow—known to travellers
throughout Europe and North America
who were obliged to cross marshy
land at night. It has many alternative
names—/gnis Faluus, Jack-o'-Lantern,
Corpse Candle, Irrlichtern, Feux-Follels,
Elf-Fire etc—indicative of a wide geo-
graphical occurrence.

The origin of the will-o'-the-wisp
attracted considerable scientific debate
in the 19th century, but no specimen
has ever been ‘captured’ for laboratory
study. Hence, with no satisfactory proof
or explanation of the glow, It is not
surprising that some have asserted that
it was no more than a figment of the
popular imagination. Is this true—or
could the phenomenon (like so many
‘peasants’ tales’) have a foundation in
fact? Have the drainage and land
reclamation schemes by which so
many bogs have disappeared led to the
extinction of the will-o'-the-wisp, or
does it still shine forth on rare o:ca-
sions in some lonely marsh?

Before we can begin to answer these
questions we must attempt to define
the object of our search more closely.
A standard technique In enigmatic
matters of this nature is to collect and
collate eyewitness reports, and then
examine them for common features.
There is no lack of such reports in the

Allan A. Mills Is a lecturer in planetary
science in the Department of Geology,
The University, Leicester LE1 7RH,
where his main Interests are the study
of meteorites and extending the
geochemistry of the earth to other
planets in the solar system. He ls
Iinterested in the odd or forgotten
byways in the history of science.

(Paradise Lost, John Milton)

older Issues of scientific journals, and
many more must be buried in the
‘Letters to the Editor' sections of the
popular press.

Newton was one of the first scientists
to mention the _will-o’-the-wisp. He
certainly had no daubts as to Its reality,
for when discussing the various ways
in which light may be generated' he
refers to ‘the Vapours arising from
purefy’d Waters, usually called /gnes
Falui* as examples of 'Vapours shining
without heat'. Like Milton, Newton would
have been familiar with the Cambridge-
shire fens, and an association between
the will-o'-the-wisp and marshy places
where vegetable matter is decomposing
under anaerobic conditions Is easily
the most common characteristic in all
accounts of the phenomenon. Actual
descriptions and ‘explanations’ of the
light seem to fall into three main
classes—bioluminescence, chemilumin-
escence and combustion.

Bioluminescence

The glow-worm and firefly are common
in many parts of the world, sa It is in-
evitable that lights over marshy areas—
obvious breeding grounds for all
kinds of flying pests—should be associ-
ated by many people with luminous
insects.! However, William Derham
found long ago that this was not the
explanation. He gives us an entertaining
account® of how he got near to an ignis
fatuus and examined 1t for himself.
‘Seeing one’, he says, ‘in a calm dark
Night, with gentle Approaches | got up
by Degrees within two or three yards of
it, and viewed It with all the care |
possibly could. | found It frisking about
a dead Thistle growing in the Field,
until a small portion of the Air (even
such as was caused by the Approxima-
tion of my self) made it skip to another
Place, and thence to another and
another’. The light appeared like a ‘fired
vapour’ and did not consist of a large

motion 7 ,

number of smaller lights such as would
have been caused ., a group of
luminous Insects.

Derham's conclusion is corroborated
by the fact that no brightly luminous
flying Insect Is known In Britain. The
female of the species Lampyris nocliluca
glows brightly but does not fly, its grub-
like form being responsible for its
popular name of glow-worm. The male
flies strongly in response to the signall-
Ing female, but is so dimly luminescent
that it cannot be seen when on the
wing.*

Chemiluminescence

It Is well known that certain purely
chemical reactions, although proceed-
ing at ambient temperature, are accom-
panied by the emission of light. They
are frequently oxidations, one of the
brightest being familiar to chemists: as
the 'lunfnol reaction'.*

Most accounts of the will-o'-the-wisp,
including Newton's example, seein
to fall into this category of light without
heat. Derham® includes a letter from Dr
Beccari of Bologna, to whom he had
written concerning these mysterious
appearances. The latter assures us
that the lights were pretty common in
his part of 18th century Iitaly:

‘... all of them resembling, both in colour
and hight, a flame strong enough to reflect
a lustre upon neighbouring objects all
round. They are continually in motion; but
this motion is various and uncertain. Some-
times they disappear of & sudden, and
appear again in an Instant in some other
place. Commonly they keep hovering about
six foot from the ground. As they difier in
largeness, so o they in figure, spreading
sometimes pretty wide, and then again
contracting theimnselves. Sometimes break-
ing to all appearances into two, and a very
little while after uniting again into one
body; sometimes floating like waves, and
letting drop some parts, like sparks out of
a fire...'

A remarkable series of papers appear-
ing in Poggendorf's Annalen der Physik
und Chemie between 1838 and 1859*'*
was stimulated by an account from the
well known astronomer and mathe-
miatician F. W. Bessel.* He recounts his
observations, which were made from a
skift on a stream flowing through a peat
bog, as follows:

‘These appearances were observed by me
on Dec. 2, 1807, early in the morning, on a
very dark and calm night during which, from
time to time, a gentle rain fell. They con-
sisted of numerous little flames which
appeared over ground which was covered




i many places with standing water and
~hich, after they had glowed for a time,
disappeared. The colour of these flames
was somewhat bluish, similar to the flame
ot the impure hydrogen which is prepared
by the action of dilute sulphuric acid on iron.
Their luminosity must have been Insignifi-
cant, since | could not observe that the
ground under one of them was illuminated
nor that the great numbers of them which
frequently appeared at the same time
produced a noticeable brightness ... The
flames frequently remained quiet in one
position, and at other times they moved
about horizontally. When motion occurred,
numerous groups of the flames seemed to
move together . . .'

The phenomena reported by Galle® and
by Loofi'® appear to be of a similar
nature. The latter writes:’

The valley of the Fulda was covered by a
heavy white fog, and a strong mouldy-
smelling vapour filled the air. Suddenly, |
saw a little lame scarcely two steps from
me at the side of the road. | thought | must
be deceived, but the moon was shirirg
bughtly and | was broad awake. To satisty
mysell | started towards the light, but when
scarcely a foot distant it disappeared. But
not a second had passed until | saw another,
then a second, three, four, others. All the
httle flames remained quiet in one place and
neither leaped nor danced. | observed that
if the hghts were not to disappear | must
approach them very quietly, taking care not
to set the air about them in motion. When
| was very careful, | was often so fortunate
as to bend over the little flames and observe
their colour and form at a distance of not
more than a foot and a hall. They were little
flames of the size of a hen's egg, and they
stood very quietly between the blades of
grass. They were mostly of a greenish-
white light, and were fairly bright. | was able
to seize some of them in my hand, but no
heat was to be detected. If | waved a finger
near them they disappeared at once. A
single flame seldom lasted longer than a
minute and a half . , .’

Another very detailed examination of
a will-o'-the-wisp is that reported by E.
Knorr, professor of physics at Kiev.”
The professor observed his specimen
one night by the roadside,- where a
bridge crossed a swampy stream:
‘Bushes, rushes and grass were lit up
so brightly by the light that for some
time | gazed at the lovely picture
entranced.' But soon he proceedtd to
Investigate In an exemplary manner. He
advenced as far as he was able, but
when he could feel no bottom to the
marsh with his short stick he lay down
flat and tried to remove the reeds in
front of him so as to get as good a view
of the light as possible. In the end the
will-o'-the-wisp was only about eight
inches out of reach, but Knorr was not
able to see its extreme bottom owing to
part of a rush which he had been unable
to remove. The visible portion of the
light appeared as a flame about five
inches in height, and between an inch
and a quarter and an inch and a half in
breadth. Its shape was cylindrical. In
the centre the colour was yellow, but
towards the sides and top it appeared
bright violet and then disappeared
against the dark background without

An Ignis Fargys that bewitches
And lcads Men into Pools and Ditches. ..
Engracing from the Mansell Collection.

(#ludibras, Samuel Butler).

showing a sharp outline.

The air was motionless at the time
and the flame burned steadily, standing
quietly amongst the leaves of the marsh
grass. It moved backwards and for-
wards a little when Knorr took out his
handkerchiet and waved it vigorously
to make a draught. When he took his
walking stick and passed it rapidly
right through the flame there was also
a little quivering. The end of this stick
was covered with a brass ferrule, and
he held this in the will-o'-the-wisp for
15 minutes without it becoming appreci-
ably warm, showing that there was no
flame in the ordinary sense of the word.
There seems to have been no noticeable
odour or smoke. After trying everything
possible, Knorr was finally obliged to
leave the light. Circumstances prevented
his return to the spot.

Combustion

Although the term ‘flame' Is used In
many accounts it is clear that it is no
ordinary combustion flame, and | have
located only one report where the
writer claims to have succeeded in
Igniting material from what he, at least,
terms a will-o’-the-wisp. This is by L.
Blesson, a Major of Engineers in
Berlin. He states'' that he first saw the
phenomenon in a marshy area of the
Forest of Gorbitz, where standing
ferruginous water was covered by an
iridescent film:

‘... during the day bubbles were seen
rising from it, and in the night blue flames

were observed shooting from and playing
over its surface . .. One day, in the twiligh},
| wenttothe place and awaited the approach
of night.s The flames gradually became
visible, showing that they burnt alse during
the day. | approached nearer, and they
retired. Convinced that they would return
again to the place of their ongin when the
agitation of the air ceased, | remained
stationary and motionless, and observed
them gradually approach. As | could easily
reach them it occurred to me to attempt to
light paper from them. For some time | did
not succeed in this experiment, which |
found was owing to my breathing. | there-
fore held my face from the flame, and also
interposed a piece of cloth as a screen. On
doing this | was able to singe paper, which
became brown-coloured and covered with
viscous moisture. | next used a narrow slip
of paper, and enjoyed the pleasure of seeing
it take fire .. ."

General description
From the above extracts and other
reviews'—'* it does seem that the will-
o'-the-wisp was a real phenomenon,
once widely known throughout Europe
and North America. It was always
associated with standing stagnant water
in very wet marshes and peat bogs. On
still, dark, warm nights it might appear
as a glowing, almost flame-like volume
of gas an inch or more across, but with
no very definite boundary. The colour
of the light was generally described as
bluish, but could be more yellow and
luminous towards the centre. It was not
normally hot enough to produce any
perceptible warmth, much less cause
ignition.

The phenomenon was usually noticed
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low down near the water surface, and

could attain sufficient Intensity to
illuminate nearby vegetation. It was
very susceptible to the slightest air
currents, being readily extinguished.
Multiple occurrences were usual, and
the often-quoted ldea of a single flame
dancing from one place to another
could simply be an optical .illusion
resulting from sequential activity.

It is inevitable that a number of other
luminous phenomena will from time to
time have been wrongly Identified as
will-o'the-wisps. We can now say that—
whatever it is—lit is not:

St EImo's fire. in the laboratory, a bluish
electrical corona discharge appears on
pointed ends and projections of con-
ducting objects placed in a strong
electrostatic field at atmospheric
pressure. In nature, the corresponding
glow has been known to be generated
on a ship's mast, soldiers' spears—
and even the heads of men—by the
proximity of a highly charged storm
cloud.

Ball lightning. This equally poorly under-
stood phenomenon would be better
termed a ‘lightning ball’, for it appears
as a metastable floating luminous globe
generated on rare occasions by a stroke
of ordinary lightning.'* The object
reported by Filopanti’ as a will-o'-the-
wisp, and from which he succeeded in
igniting some tow, seems more likely to
have been ball lightning.

Exhalation of nalural gas. Petroleum is
normally accompanied by large volumes
of associated natural gas. Deposits of
gas not clearly associated with oil are
also known, as Is the evolution of
methane (firedamp) from coal seams.
Faults in the enclosing rock may allow
a current of gas to reach the surface—
accidental ignition may then give rise to
shrines containing ‘everlasting flames’,
as at Baku. A lower, more intermittent
rate of discharge and accumulation
would obviously lend itself to occasional
deliberate firing to amaze the tourist!
Luminous owls. Perhaps luminous owls
should also be mentioned at this polntl
Reports of these crop up from time to
time,'’ usually with the suggestion that
the luminosity is due to contamination
of the bird’'s feathers with particles of
rotting wood (derived from Its roosting
place) rendered luminous by a fungus—
the familiar ‘fox-fire’. Conceivably the
silent swooping flight of such a bird out
hunting at night could be responsible
for some otherwise inexplicable sight-
ings attributed to the will-o'-the-wisp.

Some possible explanations
Explanations of the will-o’-the-wlisp
have been as numerous as they are
unsatisfactory.

The idea of luminous flying Insects
has already been mentioned, and found
wanting. A favourite correlation is with

the marsh gas which can be seen to
bubble to the surface when the mud of
alimost any stagnant pool Is agitated
with a stick. This gas consists of
approximately two thirds methane and
one third carbon dioxide, and results
from the breakdown of cellulose,
proteins and fats by anaerobic bacteria.'®
Methane can be synthesised by simple
chemical methods in the laboratory,
and shown to be lighter than air and to
burn with a pale blue flame (with a
yellow luminous core if of any appreci-
able size and unaerated). Dislodged
accumulations of marsh gas can indeed
be ignited at the surface of the pool with
a match, when they burn with a brief
flame.

To explain the wlill-o'-the-wisp in this
manner a major problem Is how to
achieve natural ignition of intermittent,
disconnected bubbles of gas rising
through the marsh. Successive authors
of textbooks of inorganic chemistry
have passed on a notion (originally due
to Velta) that spontaneous ignition of
marsh gas could result from the
presence of phosphine (PH,—the phos-
phorus analogue of ammonia) as an
occasional impurity. It is well known—
from an experiment which Is more
often talked about than repeated!—
that when this gas is made by heating
white phosphorus with sodium hydr-
oxide solution, each bubble ignites
spontaneously with a bright flash and
the production of a white smoke of
metaphosphoric acid, occasionally as a
vortex ring.'®

Over the years, several workers have
claimed "*-*¢ that a volatile compound
of phosphorus, assumed to be phos-
phine, is present in the gases evolved
from waterlogged soils and the putre-
faction of proteinaceous material con-
talning bones and similar phosphates.
Nevertheless, the possibility of such an
extreme reduction has been challenged
on thermodynamic grounds.®

More recently, vapour phase chroma-
tography has failed to detect even parts
per million traces of phosphin.- in the
gases evolved from soil/phosphate
mixtures incubated anaerobically in the
laboratory.’ The discrepancy is discon-
cerling: could some other volatile com-
pound of phosphorus be involved?

However, as long ago as 1844,
Thenard proved that the spontaneous
inflammability of phosphine prepared
in the above manner is due to con-
tamination by a small amount of the
higher hydride P,H,; pure phosphine Is
not self-igniting. In any case, Ignition of
bubbles of marsh gas—spontaneously
or otherwise—would give a hot flame
of short duration, which is not in
accordance with most of the evidence
concerning the will-o’-the-wisp.

The chemlluminescent oxidation of
some volatile substance entrained in

the methane would appear
plausible hypothesis. | have found that
injecting crude phosphine (containing
P,H,) into a current of natural gas at a
level insufficient to cause ignition
produced a bright green luminescent
‘flame’, but there was plenty of smoke
and a characteristic smell—the colour
was wrong tool Could phosphine and
phosphorus compoundsbe afalsetrail?
Clark suggested organometallic com-
pounds,"” but many of these would be
expected to be toxic to microorganisms.

Perhaps a better clue is given by the
related ‘cool flames'*’—the subject of
some little known research by the
famous organic cher:i~t W. H. Perkin.?®
He found that when a combustible
mixture of ether vapour and air was
maintained at 260°C—a temperature
just below Its ignition point—a feebly
luminous, bluish flame was produced. |
have repeated this experiment, and can
confirm that the large, lambent blue
‘flame’ (quite distinct from the usual
brightly luminous yellow flame of ether
burning in a dish) was quite cool, It
would not ignite paper, and fingers could
be passed through it with impunity. Now
carbon disulphide exhibits the same

the most

-phenomenon at around 200 °C,"” so

perhaps somevolatile, unstable, organic
compound formed by anaerobic fermen-
tation could undergo this form of cheml-
luminescent aerial oxidation at ambient
temperatures. lronically, a laboratory
simulation proposed for ball lightning?®®
falls inte this ‘cool flame' category, and
seems to fit the will-o'-the-wisp rather
betterl

Research
There are two ways by which the
existence and constitution of the will-o'-
the-wisp mightbe resolved: byinvestiga-
tion of the spectrum and/or analysis of
the natural phenomenon itself, or by the
generation of samples of luminous bio-
gas in the laboratory.

| have made a preliminary attempt at
the latter by filling a one gallon glass
bottle with an aqueous suspension of
peat, garden soil &nd well-rotted
compost, and incubating the mixture at
25-30 “C in a dark place. A delivery tube
was arranged to dip under water in a
trough, and atter some days ‘marsh gas'
could be seen bubbling ofi. It could be
collected in jars and tubes by the
displacement of watcr, and burnt with
a pale blue flame when ignited. Alter
14 days a blended mixture containing
bone meal, diammonium hydrogen
phosphate, egg, dried milk and whole
fish was ‘added to the bottle. The
evolution of gas was soon augmented,
but (although repulsively odoriferous) It
never displayed the slightest luminosity
when allowed to come In contact with
air, either bubble-by-bubble or in
volume.




1

IHdv*xer. negative results can never
peantively conclusive—one might have
meése@d some essential constituent—
go 4t is desirable to investigate the
natural phenomenon. And this Is where
geaders of this Journal come in. Is the

ill-o’-the-wisp truly extinct, or does

nyone know of a locality where it may
;till be seen?
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&un uador the nontrol of tha axl.

A4 LUBINUUS QWL o e e
'. 1‘0 'Xm! ROITOR OP TIIA mrvm

|ng!ovnhmm-¢.lmdnod ashoned Lo alt o b0 Bed
rom agaia formy laminous owl. Bot (2, bafors iy Patal -
2ith sluite of il bope, you cea iad a coon fov Iy, 1§
follawing estracs from » Letiw writtra by-Wom y

man will, 1 ibiak, [nlernn many of yrwr resdes. ¢

That an nomsonl reoving light hee b—n-ﬁ-’.-‘"-

that almost e owrtainlp I8 ls coaveyed by s bnd, be, T
thlok, dew proved bayoed qoesslon. Mot eaty bus it -

‘bren @on sgnin by Wy Arsd edrvaspondrmi, bus alse batar 2
by apolicmana oo hls wighy rowd, mnd. ss [ baca thls .
coming, slace sama by Lhe ‘wile @ dunghter of \be '

.walre hmd-bo-m“ ’hhh!h-wha
bome. [N

* Uo Dml»nl)m’
‘ol them) were wtanding on [Wells-bar betwem 2 a’clock
‘sod 3. It wasa very dar
sitpriv<l to fiod something blomng about et like by -
Mre. Our mittanh snd the quol'mm—-«un wary -
,Boan tull § it Dang tn them lixn cobwebs, avd m{::.
"ol it wero yery Lright. 1 uundu. you would Jike bo
about (hig, as it wonld be abous the same Hme tha -
Juminocs vwl. was secs, and 1 do nob ses why it sbcnld
not hang oo b bird's fsathad 2 well esit did vo na. -
'Thera wrre uboat 2en of q,nldo ptﬁhlnm
_idecrivod in what we mw,”
[ wmay metion, perhaps, that (he lauuym-vn(onl
“¢nongh to publish hsd bn.nyd“lnwnthnou b

CAll the Stoyms, }

Parthqoakes, &a,*
"London, [i01), ocours {writes tha late Bir “mry !:ll

~ FPriocipal 1ibranian of the British Mosoum | the foilowiog

sccount of * flamne that sppear upon the dmirw of man |
sl beants @ Mheir cause.’ Thess are baretetious chammy
exhalations scatterad In the air lo sorll perts, whoh,
fu tho mghlkby the nm-lnnol of the cold, are Kiniled by ..
cleaviog Lo horeea’ sars men's buads snd shoulders,
‘tiding or wulking; and M thny ¢lexve to  hais or
garmuents (¢ Is by the same rmesoa that dow clavae o -
them, they butn“dry ulmu.ndnmpmpu
tot;cuuthem. 1y ‘,,4“ NN e
- B

i ' " ™ Wapdertng frve,
o t of unotuoy rapons, which the i gh
. ses, and the $1d savirvas rownd,””
mxy not, linco Milton's Rays, bave so completaly &a-
sppesred from, wall-draingd England ee pome o! o bl
supposed.” * Yoar o e .

rvent, =4
. T.DIGBY neorr.

TO TVIE EDITOR OP TITH TIMEA .
Blr —wWill jou allow me to add a little to Sty X)!‘iy
Pigott's accouat of ths laminows owl, which was
publishod In The Times Weekly Pdition of Deomuiber 20 2.
1 first observed this phacomenon lu Shripsbire, one
eveninz in Pebrumry, 1872, and whem 1 mentioned It in
schoul nast day I fonadd that sovenl of tks chillcen hane
ofit,and said at anoo tharit was s’ glimallens*” (u broad,
anin * full ). The derivation is obvioes, and teachars in
otiar jurta of Shropahire bave loid e that thair pu‘vﬂ.

bbndn;hun. Duo. 34

_ koew Loth the torm aad the thing..

A pair of thems blids, Buht‘.lmq lh.d in u:.
Luillingy nt & farm sbout a hundrod ywrds from the
ahool, and T watched them carefully. [ saw thg
lLainority several times, but It was oot so bright as Sir
Dighy Piggott’s corrmpondsnt cbserved, sod . wwally -
hasted only for » short time, though I could see the bitde *
fiving abont afier the luminous glears bad conmel [
gever sa'vy both birds laminone st the same tilse, end [
.4 unable 1o say wbether the male or farmals, or both,
-ponsesaml this power. I went to thair lirlo the bun -
qeversl thices while ons wis exhibiling ity beautifa)
glenr, thiuking to flad out which ot tha pelr p ) -

Plr,—Wllh #0 Dasy roee hpmhamm 4

-l‘bm(wlu’mo ’
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Whea the w)is Hying brvy ey, whils manching tha

1 M\ntl(ull’, wtl % ¥ themy miher Jrytag to tho mpey-y
of Borda aigl \Lnlr ]
1h 1hile wey. !
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PR —— ll r. : ummous BIRDS.
. 10 THR EDITOR OP THB TIMES,
—imm mmm——| Bir,—The curio

phenomemon ‘of & leminous bird

by Pigott litely ta your columna

will, 1 bope, yet obtalnezplanation fross obsexvers of

3 sppeatsnce, though it was

spoken of aa * the boggle,” and & good deal of ** joking

land boaxing ' wsa wized op with it, la known to have

o loecurred In 1568 bet weem March and October, and in the | .

‘abomn of 1889, at Greystoke -“ o} Bkelton. The

‘koeper 8% Ureystoke belisves thet I8 was \be work of

e & -poachars who bad tied a bull'seye lantern to & sotter's|
It moved very quickly sed sppears to bave leapt

as “ o daxaling light

appeared o move {4
over hedges, but
soared sbove the Wp of 8 fir plantalion. My laformant
coald never!
» setter with a bull’s-
lumnn-n,ho
TTTIITTTIT T asys, 'wea exactly like bhe fighd of of bird,
t » Qo wd of
y-lmll wae spprosch-
what be deck bo baa'"
ver & wall, and as it
swarved fram him 8 distinotly einitted o flash of light
it aa like the fash of
pg wheels. "
this matter,
ot aes P

PR

= ekelton Cumberdanot .




recvived from 8 cormspomdent—a sportsman aod Gkl

. boen privilegod to catch night of the lantern,

" (for =xh it crnainly wns) cmwerz
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A LUMINOUS OWL?

TO THE. EDITOR OFP THE TIMES,
Bit,—In the hopo thai, porhaps, if you can flad room
for it, some of your roodies may Lo shie td throw light vn
s stmnce rtory, I veoturo to send yon one which | have

naturnlist—whose staternent of what bo saw may be
scoepte] with confhlence.

My #irst [mpression on reading his letter was that e
“Will o' the wisp,"”’ pot prolably
peighbourbood,
wandorod beck to ita nld haunts, sod that tho wriler bed!

uncummon ia the

* Dancing In marky light o’ce fon and Iaka
1o his bewitchud, low, manby willow brake.’

But disspprarance when distarbed into a be:;hbnnnn‘
cover and later rcapprarance when the place s qmn,
sgain s more o accordasce with the ways of a bird than
with what is roocordod of the doings of sach uacaany
lighta.

salmoa poschers In ** Guy Maanering,’”” shows on
occasions & light to attract fsh within raage of its

spear ; and Bishop Stanley writes that ** there tsa vory
" extrsordinary light said to be visible oo the breast of a

spocies of American bittern.””

1l am not awam of sny reoond of other birds giftad in' ~

the same way. Js it possible that some tradition of the

kind may be embalmed In the distinctive pame of the

ovmmon barm owl, Striz Jommea ¢
The sorne of the story, which muat be told In my
correspondant’s own words, is in North Norfolk. 1In \ho

_ loterests of a probably festhered hero, I strike cat more

exact Jocal references.

* Last Sunday ovening *' (Dorcmber 1), *“ 1 had,"”
writes, ‘' gono L pust sume lattery about 745 p.m., lhe
evening being dark and milm, with sligbt fog. | maw.
what | ot first took Lo be the lamp of 8 motor- cyclo p -

ceeding rapidly on tbe —— road, aboat half a mile tn Fihe!

south, when it saddenly nnn-nd row sos yands into
tho wir, and retarced n{n;un.nuvl soveral humlmd yds, .
and u,nln _stoppod and rove hicher iato the air. 1 calind
tho attration of aome peserrs-by (o it, tat the rountry-

men merely masd it ¢ Jooked funny,’ and they had never |-

seeqa anything h\- it.
My groom's cottage being only a few minutss’ walk,
I called him oot with hiy wife, and wo lnoked at the dull
lsmp parsaing ita serial evolutions. Boon aftar [ mat
my son, and, getting the services of 8 m e cromed
uver to a perallel mald to et a better view, rlog by i
aeay, wo hind o eplendid opportunity of wa neg .
Unco it cmossed tho field in our dirretion to -nhln about
200 yards of us, wham It tumed back and disappeansd tn s
measdow by tho strram. Negotiating a nasty fmcos’into
the moadow, wo disturbed ivand it rapidly wnd dis-
sppeared loto Mr. —'s plantation, at 10 30 | went
again ioto the luoc, sod alter wating romo time the bird
from tha wood ami
It then alichted on the
but roso aftcr & few sevonids, and, afray
again alichted oo the other wide uf the
ﬂd-i about 130 ts from whern | was standinz,
t semaload more than five minutce, Jduring which
Itime It pemsod t-w» o709 the feld of my Brld lasars,
or rather the glass Lm acrom It (ml&'w magnify what
looku=d ko a huge lamp surrounded with mise, The light
| sl fealy disagpeard, and | saw it no more,
“ | am quite convinced It was an owl.”
Y our obedicat servant,

Fberlogham, Dac. 7. T. DIGBY PIGOTT.

pruransl the ramo  tactics.
plivighed Nelld,
Oylug round it,

until exorcised by Jraia pipes, had! -

=
LUMINOUS OWLS.
i § —————— -
! - " T0TIE ED{TOR OF TIH TIMES,
g Blr,—The spp of a lamt night bird {a Notth'

Nocfolk, which you were good enough to allow me to
chronicls ia The Times has attracted so mruch attentiom
" snd glven tise 10 80 meny questionings thay, If you cea,
before fnally dismissing . the mattsr, find spece to
-~~~ ——-me to add s fow words to what I bave already writye, 1
shall be much indebted to you.

I bave this sfternocn retarned from s two days’ vislv
'to the gentlewan on whoss property the birds (there sre
two) bhave made thernscives st bome. Though bpot
forjunate enough, as I bad hoped, to see them mywell,
I have personally lotarviowed toa trustworthy wiloosece
——- of the maay who bave been more favoured, including,

among others, the wile, daugbter, and son of my host,’
__________ Ithe last ma oiloer who served in the Bouth Afdcan war '
"his beilifl, 8 policeman, the village schoolmaster, and the'
clerk and porter at the mllway statlon. i

I cannot expect you to -pu-monfoxﬁhodﬂdhot'
the storlies they bave to tell, intaresting though they

oo would be to every one who carcs for matural history, snd
It was an c)d belief that tha common beion, like thei \

will coly ssy that, unless evidence, one-half of which
would be oconsidered by any Court of law suficlent toi
hang s man, is to be entirely {gnored, there oan be no
doubs that s pair of birda carrying a yellowish light, so
———- —-— strong as to hdve becn wiren first nogloed mistakea by two
men at differont placcs for bioyslp lampe, bave during

. ____the last few weekn hoen seen by s00ad ove (oltea by many
pecple 8% onos) almost every might bawking, like bamn
owls, sloog the hedge rows om brook side, resting foy

T five o ten minutes st & time ora oF trees, sod every
now and then swooping on to the g g ‘

A swoop & few nlghts ago was, dhe school T told
me, ia his hearing followed Immediataly .j be:
b-u-ndwboth‘mulotnyoun‘nt. l
Perbaps the most intoresting story of sll vas M told!
by the farm bailiff, who assured me thas whea one of the'

== =-=———" birds, which he had been watching for sume tims as it

banted round a wheat stack on a very dark night, flew off
——.—_and lit on a tree, which be polated out to me, on the
other side of the fleld, the light It gave out was so strong
thnh.oouldnodhhmuyl.h el of the bmanch !
~ round it.
1 oconfine uy-lltonnpouuo.o‘ lb.bchutolnlto
- me, and do not attewpt Lo ofler any explanation. Bat to
po one who bas puarled over the phosphoreecent trail
of such small ta as tipedes on & damp aqt
evening, or read in the reports of the Challenger cxpedi-
Uoa or elsewhere of the wonderfal light-carrying contriv-
ances of many deep oea flshes, will the phenomecon
sppear eithar impomdble or unnataral.

If the use or purpose ls aaked, none who as boys bave
csught sperrowa with a ball’s oye laatem or watched the
. startled smasement which for & moment paralymes »

dormouse if s match s struck saddenly and beld to the

_ oage, will bsve suy dificalty in finding & poasible snswer.

If, es your corrsspondent ** A Bhropahirs Toscker '
believes, the Light ia brghtcst when the Lird is ln a poor
condition, one mizht be tempted to fanoy that ratare,
red in tooth and claw, msy have her softer momsuts and;
be ready as times to step down lmlh.lmpo-]ald
from which she watches with impartial eye the n.muhn
for existence, 1o lend s band to halp the lame dog over!
the stile.

Prom stordes which have hed me since * lami

-~~~ owls’" became the talk of the peighbourhood I am
inclined to think lights of the kind may be less rare thaa,

e ——— has been supposcd, and that, bat for the fesx of xldlaalo.
we might oftones bear of them, -

. !chouldllbtnrvpu&muolmmﬂ- told

T ma, bqthwdrudy,lmnnu,pui. dn;mnhﬂn

January 7,1908
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“Bir—1 bave srad
ome of them 1n
gaoeehorper 81| W
=sa by he noad
very dark might ol

st pey much reg
ecame 1ReNMt. -
A few nigaws af
same wood, knows
sav the same lig!
me. For* several
writh wyi gun. o
shimming over ¢

bers ovw| deed oo
‘bad beem gatben:

grest many owhe of
befoce glte owt
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Bir
were ord In & Seld

ronning 'n- the

land, thin down
which s palled ¥
langhed pt hims,
‘-Muﬁ ‘wire Hhel

) Eve, h!'-l‘w all
i | WBCota

l.'"'hn“
‘youre famhiully,
. ¥

| wos o0 nagaged | raw & very Dright bbue light
poms chowe by my|foce. and ‘was very mech
wartied s | sow it going away Irem me, Bat,
having bera a abd

ramwe within a fod
at the Hght. It bdimg dark, yod may faacy my,
surprise whom |
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Hoe, Dast Deorviy

1 b Bader,

The aojt morning be tobd me (hat he bad sten
s light, d¢ if fromy a lsatera. which came aleeg
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The Luminous Owl.—Referring to the luminous Barn-Owl,
which gave rise to so much controversy, it may be mentioned
that it is still alive, or at any rate was 8o in February, and on the
same property where it was before, but is no longer so bright as
it was. Luminous Barn+Owls, I learn from Mr. L. Ternier, have

recently (December, 1909) made an appearance in Spain, where
two were seen.

THE 200L0GIST, No.826—APRIL, 1910

T.H.GURNEY, §.2 .5 : ORNITHOLOGICAL REPORT FOR NORFaLK
(199 -asststed by olla Norfolk

Barx-Owr (Tyto alba).

Re-appearance of the luminous Owl.—Early in January a
luminous Barn-Owl (see Brit. B.,1, p. 289, i1, p. 35, iii, p. 32)
turned up at Rushall, near Harleston, but was not seen after
February 3rd. Mr. George Saunders, who seems to have had
the best view of it, describes the light as falling with some
Lrilliancy on a straw stack when the Owl flew round it.
Another witness, Mr. Dunnett, said anvone might have
mistaken it for a distant lamp, while a third compared the
bird of night to a pale star ! =

On February 15th, 1921. a luminous Barn-Owl was seen
over the marshes at Haddiscoe, but its luminosity does not
seem to have been great, it frequently lit on the marsh, and
once or twice came quite close to Mr. IFarman who was out
duck flighting. It would appear, therefore, that these birds
are not so rare as has been supposed.

\Vith regard to the cause of this singular luminosity in Owls,
no Letter theorv has been suggested than that originally
advanced, which ascribed it to contact with the luminous
touchwood supposed to be produced by certain AMvcelium
forming fungi.  Phosphorescent bacteria are liable to exist
in any seat of decay and putrefaction ; and a bird living in
a hollow tree might be expected to rub against fungus growth,

naturaldsbg

BRITISH BIRDS, no -9, vol. xvi; Februony 1,1923
3. H.GURNEY, ORNITHOLOGI CAL NOTES FROM NORFOLK
FoR 1922 (290r ANNUAL REPORT)

Finally, we mention an 2ltogether different kind of [uminous
flying nbject—the “luminous owls of Norfolk.” These apparitions,
scen in the county of Norfolk, England, were barn owls whase
feathers carried the powder of the luminous fungus Arnillana
mellea. This widcly distributed fungus infests dead trees and ol
stemps, where owls may roost during the day. Birds or tais so
infested shine brightly in the dark. These owls were seen in the

Nortolk district in 1366, 1897, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1921, and 1922. .

One of the owls, shot by a gamekeeper in 1397, continued to shire

for severa! hours after its death. ,

DONALD H. MEN2EL, '"THE UFO ENIGMA™
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