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Another exciting, cram-packed issue of varying things to tickle your tozs-nails! A
literary orgasm no less! The longest editorial yet, but one which 1is called for:
inttialiy due to the information postulated on the I[lkley Moor CE3Z case (you must
remember it - ! got a bit of a slamming from Jenny Randles and Peter Hough about 1t
in a longthy ietter s section in E12), and furthermore on the literary ufological
disclosures made 1n an attempt to justify a careless investigation on the report it-
selt. 1 apologise tor the editorial length, but I hope you’'ll find it an enlighten-
.1ng excursion. Aoologies +for the 1late arrival of the expected British Magickal
Herbal, but 1t 1l be out soon. Please be patient. But, in the meantime, what's
heen going on? Much in some quarters as you'd expect, with of course (in Yorkshire
anyhow! the raecent talk on that much-reviewed Ilkley Moor case, alleged to have
occurred i1n Decemner '‘B87. And so, without much further ado, here’'s the news...

Twas a wet ang farty atternnon on Saturday, April 22, when the Bradford Central
Liorary played host to a joint BUFORA-IUN session on ufology and, in particular, the
aforementioned CE3. David (madcap) Rarclay introduced the forthcoming speakers, who
kickted oft with Andy Roberts briering us on the short hicstory of UFO photos, mainly
n forkshire. Most have today been shown to be extremely dubious pictures andg
Andy highlighted the errors made by both the authorities who atfirmed their
authenticity and the uinmlogists who spent 30 much time crying their validity as UFO
evidence. Followirg *nat, M1l Mantle reviewed the much-explaored phetographic case
af rewar Beard. Althounh 1t took a long time %o uncaover, tie case s2emingly i1s a
gocd-looking fake. M- Eeard says otherwice, but the ufoloaistes disagree.

gut then cawme my favourite. Peter Hough began the tale of the copper who, ane
sorning, took to wallking onto Ilkley lMoor with intent to cross it. On the way
wcwever , he encounterad both a UFO and entity. The resultant ademanstration of the
copper s legitimacy ot his tale came in the form of a good coiour photograph of one
34 &" tall manitescacion. Good ufologicat stuff this one, it seemed. Following this
initiai encounter and report, it was establiched that there was more to come.
wivhow, ko maie 1% zhort, foliowing hypnotic regression, twas found that the guy was
suosequently  abducted (levitated there to make it more 1nteresting) betore he
consciously rememoered seeing the entity and UFO. He taiked about some of the stuf+
no waz shown wnilst aboard this object  (the oce-structure of the Earth, for one);
arogressec tnrougn archetype images so typical ot other such encounters and, atter
siacking-out, found himseif o be back, relatively close to where he was inttially
walking. Subseguent site i1nvestigations f{only about six weeks later) found that
immediateiy beneath where ithe alleged UFD had been reported was “"some sort of
crater," as Hough said. ALl gocd stutf, ot course.

There was a lot more told about the encounter, which was aided by the use of a slide
projector showing the creature, the site, etc. And although the discussion of this
tale covered most aspects which were considered pertinent, some very 1mportant
aspects weren’'t even hinted at. For example, if this case 1s legitimate, the site
area where the event occurred should have been looked at immediately. It wasn't.
In the terms with which ufology i1s today progressing, the geo-structure needed
looking at stringently. It wasn’'t. And 1n this aspect, not only by the primary
investigating team, but by other ufological by-standers! Indeed, until looking at
this aspect myself, after now hearing the relative fullness of the case, 1t
transpires that the very areas with which one needs to examine UFO phenomena seen in
close/direct ground proximity have been utterly neglected! The geophysical proposi-
tions propoundad by a growing number of scientists and EM-students simply haven't
been considered (Peter certainly indicated nothing to the contrary to me 1in our
brief remark on this aspect). But the fact that this incident took place smack-bang
where fault lines occur 1s nrobably of consideraole importance. How the heli this
was overlooked by the ufologists looking i1nto this account astounds me. Their in-
competence here - 1f the incident is indeed real - typifies utclogy. In the sketch
made below, we can see blatantly that a correlation between the site where the UFO/
entity was seen and the rich 1ncidence of faulting is vociferous i1n its exclamation!
Note too, that the same fauit continues north to White Wells, baraly 300 metres away
- an ancient spot where black dogs and taerie were seen. Not to mention UFOs.
Follow this same fault Just a kilometre soutn and i1t closely passes the iwelve
Apostles stone circle. 0Ouite an eventful geological disposition we have here...

Another point 1n  this case which may call even more to the listening of the
geophysical aspects, 1nvolves the alleged perturbations affected upon a magnetic
compass which the w1tnoss was carryinq. Feter related that instead of pointing
north, the compass deviated and didn't act as 1t should have. He then disclosed
that some anaiyst (with knowledge 1n eiectromagnetism)  3a:4 this simply couldn't
have happened under the circumstances alleged by the percipient. Even as
incomgetent ufologists, they should have iknown that referral on such matters wasn t
necded. Where aqeoniogical taulting takes place, electromagnetic anomalies  and dis-
charges can occur. lhese measured agitations of varying electromagnetic freguencles
at points where tectomic disturbances nani1fest have neen contirmed scientiticaily
and, over recent years, the highly acciaimed Dragon Project has found such disturb-
inces at both megalithic and other siles. Compasses have been buggered up 4t stone
circles and such sites and, along fauiting - where discharges of electromagnetism
arises - this 1s readlly aiplawnable. i{gnorance of tims aspoect 1n this case aston-
ishes me. A possible point ot interest may be derived from the witness s allegation
tunder hypnes:s) of him levitating to che UFO: whore geological faulting occurs,
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magnetic variations weren’'t detected by the ufologists, a home-made compass wouldn't
work in the manner euxpected of i1t, but this could have been due to a number of
factors (as I'm sure our intrepid investigators will know). We're going back to try
with better equipment very soon. A number of dowsing and pendulum readings have been
made in subsequent visits, the results of which have yet to be thoroughly assessed.

Regarding the photograph of the "entity": near the top-right side of it, ‘pon a hill
the other side ot which hovered our "UFO", is to be seen a patch which, initially,
Peter Hough posited as being a "box" that the witness described as being atop the
cbject he was subsequently taken aboard. Andy Roberts, following a trip to the spot
where our copper d been nabbed, found that the *“box" on the photo, which Hough
thought may have been the top of the UFO, was in fact a clump of grass! Deschampsia
caerpitosa as we've ncw found out. Is this really acceptable as ufological investi-
gation? Thinking - nay, idly speculating - that some blob on a photo is attached to
a UFO? And grass fer God's sake! Laughable 1isn’'t it!? Serious students of the
subject can do nothing but shudder when such "peers" postulate such waffle. T1°11
give them credit though, they’'ve realised this little error in their case'

Yet even with these erroneous revelations, our two reporters 1in this case (Randles
and Hough) just don’'t want to listen (they have their 1i1mages to keep up, [ 1magine’.
In the very latest Northern UFO News, they again try to excuse the poor showing on
this case. I quote, "Some stupid ufoilogical sources (notably Faul Bennett...! have
criticised MUFORA  for 1nept investigaticen and, quite ridiculously, for taking too
long to follow up tnhis case...”" Firstly, how dare they call me stupid? Me, for God's
saka'#% My reputetion s ruined! And yes again, [ do criticise this extremely lengthy
in.estigation: t8-wonths and still going is somewhat of 2 time-iapse in itselt, I'm
sure most wi1ll agree (certainly, every ufological source bar themselves thinks so).
In the same same 1ssue, vindication s attempted by ci*ing that, "I (Randles) regard
the follow utp by Peter on this case as first-rate."” [ don't. There's no personal
attacl meant here, but 1l could have hoen done faster and more efficiently whether
Randlez likes to think so or not. Her attempt at further vindication reads, "A case
needing follow up of photographic, physical, electromagnetic and psychological/
nypnotlc resaarch cannot be published five minutes after it happened. Especially (A
further vindication attempts/ Ed) not one as complex and controversial as this."”
wamittealy, five minmtes 1s pushing 1t a bit! Ferhaps that's the reason our
impeccable and respected ufologists have missed so much out! BEut who the hell ever

suggeslaed five winutes? YUFOS?T HBUFORAT Ranriles? Hough? One of the latter two
1°11 bet. Whoever...i:t’'s certainly guite a childish remari to make. All I want 1s
a1mply a full, oepen, anthusiastic account of 1t all, ™o excuses. o digressing.

We have at ocur disposal here, all of the elements cited {(from photographic to

hypnotic) so let s stop trying to make excuses. What about the things you haven't

explored that we have? Lecal folklore? Immediately adjacent recent and historicai
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2 want Icientlric recogrition they really ought to se more
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* I rang my sclicitor on Ltas point amg he said, "Yes, there 1s a case tc be
answereg nare - you arg stusrd!t Idle gossip of course!

2, swaoly any  fool knows that  aspects of it would

that ‘s what ‘s wanted? We know the pertinent elements of the case and you know the
aspects you've missed out, just as I, and now everyone 2lse knows. So get off your
high—-horses and listen to the informative criticisms which you know have bearings on
the report.

Although investigations 1into the Earthlight aspects of this case were not done,
Peter did tell me that they are soon to examine again the magnetic variations where
the alleged manifestation appear2d, which 1s of course both sensible and very good
to hear. But eighteen months later!? Still, I hope to hear of their results. I¥
however, the ufologists finally return this case as an unexplained i1n terms of
non-hoax, non-misidentification, etc, then we are most likely looking - yet again -
at the confirmation of an earthlight manifestation. This probable disciosure of the
case leans yet again upon the supposed objectivity of UFO students to incline where
beneficial results are becoming more and more plentiful. “Look this way,"” is the
message to ufologists everywhere. And, my God, some of them need telling... But
still, coincident tnougn ail aspects of this case may be within the setting af a
geological explanation, there’s something about this case. It doesn't smell right,
1f you know what [ mean.

So, apart from incompetence, ignorance, habituat digressions and - dare it be said -
stupidity, we have the potentral of a bloody good case here. It i{g hoped that Jenny
and Peter may help us undertake an independant evaluation of this potentialiy
brilliant case - although I now doubt 1t. In a brief note that Randles got from me
requesting holp o these lines (the case report itselt [1f one’'s been assembled] but
without the witness's name), I’'ve as yet received no reply. But as the two of them
know, confirmation of the pos=ible reality of this account wouid be all the better
1f 1t came from two separate investigative sources. fnd, 1+ they will pessibly help
1n any way we wauld like to publish an agverall 1ndependant assessment ot the case in

- erther the next or following editicn
7' B\ of Earth. Hopefully we can help each

other with this fascinating report.
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BOOKS for SALE: Copies of the following works are available from
address. All prices include postage and packing, ¥ cheques/FOs
payable to the editor:-
Richard Cooper ‘s, A Guide to British Psilocybin Mushrooms, 1.7S5.
Aleister Crowley’'s, The Complete Astrological Writings, 2.30.
Charles Fort ‘s, The Book of the Damned, 2.5C.
Hans Holzer 's, Psychic Investigator, 2.30
Don Irving‘s, A Guide to Growing Mari juana in the British Isles, 1.95
Johrt Michell ‘s, City of Revelation, 2.50
Mary Jane Superweed’'s The Complete Cannabis Cultivator, 1.20 and Herbal Highs, 1.20.
Some: back 1ssues of Earth are still available at just 75p + 14p postage: copies 6,
7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13. If you haven't got ‘em, get ‘em before they go'

Haunted Skulle of England - Steve Jones

legends is the number of cases nf skulls being
oreserved in  houses hacasue of the fear of what is reputed to happen if they are
removed. The most common effect of removing onf2 of these skulls 1s usually an
nutbroak of screaming  or rabtling notse2e which norsist unti!  the skull is reostored
to 1ts usual place, or at least restored to the building. The probable origin of
these betinfs lias in  the Coltic Head Cult, in which Lhe head was seen as the seat
of the spirit, and the severed heads of enemies were set up as protections against
great evil, and as spiritual quardians and oarotectors of sacred sltes and
settlements. The mound upon which the Tower of l.ondon stands 1s reputed to be the
site where the burial of the head of the God Bran lays, whese syrmbol was the raven -
hence the lIeeping ot ravens there to this day.

One pecutiarity of ghost lore and

in England, and wmost of

Greater Manchester and
1 orefert), then
of four
follows

locatians af =screaming or Dhaunted skulls are
them are in the North and West - if we ianore the area ot
sticlk to the old Lancashire boundaries (which, as a Lancastrian,
Lancashire comes out of the top of the skull leaque with a grand total
screaming hoad casos! The locations of all skalls in England aro as
(although not all of these are accessible to the public):

1. Burton Agnes Hall, Humberside !(lei. [urton dcnes I24):  The

411 current

skull here has been

igentified as that of Anne Griftith, one of the three daughters of S1r Henry
Grrffrihy who hktqan building the Hall  in the (7th  Century. He dind heforo

completing 1t and his daughtersz carricd the work on.  Anne was the most dedicated to
tha project but nnfortunately, shortly after  Ehe Hall was finitshed she was mugged
and was taken back to Burton funes where she )lingered +or several days before dying.
She asted bthat b skndl he kept ko proserve the house.  Hor  wishes were ignared,
but  after various uneuplained crashes, qQroane and door-slammngs her cotfin was
re=openad and i wss Found Fhat o alrhoudh her 2ody was relatively intact, her skull
was deverd of fleogn It was then taken tn RPurton danes  where it has remalned ever
310C2. A nartitatt of tha thron zi1s5kors hanae abnwe a skav casn <t bthe Hall and the
skull 1s thouct to he behind an ancient screen.

2. Tunstead Milton Farm, Tunstead, Derbyshire: This Farm o3 Haireo milas narth-cast
2f Geiton and Hie  from thoe  noarhy ratluass, v tocatly o as "Dickres”, it
nouses the skuil ot Ned Dixan, who i< sard ‘o nave bern aurdered by his cousin in
Fie haousa, fhe staul 1hseld as called Dickuo. and zarions bhings  are ss1d ko have
Nappencd When 1t was oaoved, including pras and cows dying and crops farling.,  The
15 nab acceszihia P the npublic.

farm 15 an grivabe hands 5o tho sball

clull which recides  at Lime maner
1RLh Century nearo Slave  who died
hoame ta rhe sl (ndues. (nsioed 16

3. Bettiscombe Manor, nr Bridport, Dorset:
waz rrarnaily bmocant to have heon thet ot an
Piear e, and ooenesied dhoat s body Beosent
Fottrecombe Churrchivard, hut o causers so much d

Aun nn. Somenoe Hha hrao oot deiatohed and ves Tefroon Rhe Manor.

urhance in the Manor

w saterred

A Rhe bory g

H
stors deesn Lotell ws  wiat happencod Fo e cest of the nody,  but as there are no
Fept in them, ot thouent that

sl fered s de s o the 1960y

H

feadless Oy
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however, when the skull was analysed and found to be that of a woman in her twenties
and was around two thousand years old!!'! Current thought is that it was possibly
dug up, or perhaps tound in nearby Pilsden Pen, a Celtic Sanctuary. Bettiscombe can
be visited, but by appointment only.

4. Wardley Hall, Worsley, Lancashire (Gt.Manchester): The skull here was originally
thought to have belenged to Roger Downes, who remained the owner of the house just
netore the Civil War and the equivalent of a modern lager-lout, who managed to get
his head cut oft in a quarrel with a night-watchman in London. His head was then
sent, 1n a box, ta his no doubt delighted sister. This was the accepted legend
until 1779, when Roger's tomb was opened and his skull found to be firmly attached
ta his boay, althouah the taop had been sawn off for the purpose of 3 nost-mortem.
The skull 1is most likely to be that of Father  Ambrose Barlow, a BRenedictine who
secrotly  adiimicstered mass at  the Hall during the vyears of the Catholic
fereecutions. Unfortunately for him, 1n 1441, he was captured, taken to Lancaster,
And then g, drave and auarterad; his head being taken socretly to Wardley Hali as
a relic by Francis Downes, the owner of the Manor at that time. The skull vanished
until 1719, when Donnic Charlie’s army was  smarching to Scatland  wvia
Lancashire and they commandeered from Matihew Meoreton - the then owner of Wardley -
all i@ horses and  carts.  Heretan was thon loft without much  maney and so decided
to convert part of the Hall into a weaving shee. It was at this peoint that the
stuil turned up, falling 1ntn a best out ofF  on2 of the walls. (6 is stiil in Wardlay
Hall, which now oelongs to the Rishop of Salford. The thoughts o¢ the present
incumbent en this fack are net inown.  ihe Hall 1s nobk open to the pubtiic.

Frincoe

S. Higher Farm, Chilton Cantelo, Somerset: The skull here has been definitely
established as that of Tneophilus Bromec. who died in 1670, reguesting that his head
e kapt in the {t 1s kept 1in a s3pacial cupboard, whorewn 1s aiso  a
manuecript dating +rom 1849 that describes verious misfortunes whicr happened to
poople who triod o dwy th = bodloding some vor boon in 1885 who drans heer from 1h
flager-louts strike againi). The skull may be seen 1+ ore applinoe in writing to Mr

howsa.

- % Mra Kerton, tho ownors of tigher Farm. .

6. WMarbleton Priory Farm, Susse:x: Thiz  farm had two shkuliz. cne ot whici was
reputed o have come  from Hastings Fricry. The other was reputcd  tao ze that of an
1diat {lagar-l 1gain perhapz?). Ona of those skalls was  ad.ortissd for sale in

sk
for 10 guineas. I can find no record as to whetnsr either of

The Times 1n 15
g are in their original "home".

these

7. Skull House, Apperley Bridge, nr Wigan, lancashire: HNchody is foo suwre as fo uwho
thts skell belonasd ho. [t 13 iept Aan a  bhram in khe L1 s1ng room. Some2 say it 1z
that af a moniiy others. that of a kniakt killed nearby. Tt ie zsaid to have heen
Phemwn taia a4 vrevar aned pobaenedd of iig oen doand 111 -lack 3 thase wit0
mover 3t. This 16 a private houso and nat open to the public.

s bouer

8. Turton Tower, Turton,
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The skull of the murderer William Corder who was etecuted for the famous Red Rarn
wurder in 1878, was stolen by  a doctor at the hospital to which hi1s skeleton was

sent.

In 1870, a Dr Kitzer secretly swapped sikulls and took Corder’s skull home. He

was then hauniad by Corder 's ghost and 30 qave it to a friend, Frederick Hopkins, a
former prison officer. He experienced several misfortunes until he eventually
auriend the skull in a loucal churchyard. .

Incidentally, I'm trying to orgamise a visit to Turton Tower to see the shulls, etc,
buk as 1 can't drive I'm looking for soma2nne willing to drive a fow people there if

we pay expenses

Turton Tower 1sn't +ar from Fendle so a joint visit could be made.

‘nyone intarasted 1n getting togothor™ 1f so, contact me /o Earth's editor.
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gnn 't let that oetract  you $m0m reacine (he v From the ceneral description of
Taese taian baliz oef liaht, described ae poana onciroled by & rin of smaller lights,
tne weonhetvoal  ecarthlicht mamtestatron anpears  far $ron evident - 1711 admst 1t
SRR | MBS SRS arntonicar favlting  cornredent to the nbgecte npacitioning  and
crreciion of travel ae wviteriy etritane. Tho glaoram nere stowe tnat. The “arc” or

Cars.alure an th2 fire12ctors 0t the objocrs, Dafore zhoeling  of+ towards Yeadon, 13
mimcked 1 tne tirecuion  of taniting.  The subetence of *he  Farth under which oor
UEG aopoearong nowover, 1 eamouhat ars o;nting ehen 1t foues down to the hard-core
mater e} erpecter of BLophonomena tcorrect me a4 Y omowrong Faull: tis simple houl der
Clay., tut tor wo, the siructural rock o Ftorencos -n simply the angents that create
the cif+eraing EL reartsons «ne maire-uip, ... But there € one other ecpect here.

Apparent tn a nomber of other cases §'ve come acrosc when examining UFO-into-earth-
iight cases, are the repetitive :ncidences of coel and  graphite deposits 1n the.
Earth exactly wnere these eveats are being recoraed, 1 can’'t restmber 1§ Faul
Desereout 0 s szguaintances hase tound these similarities an their inve stigations,
but it's becoming more  ang more conchricuous in the reports we're lcoliing at eround
vezt vorkshire.® 0 jarge doeposytion of  araphite can be found whers the ilkloy Mnor
CE3 occurred. Bailoon Moor. thie site of a damn good +lap 1n 1980, has e:cess)ve
coal and graphite layers. There are even & number of "strange creature” sightings
where carton depnsitions have usirped all other geviogiral eiemente under the spot
wher ¢ they were seen. Ingerd, <0 of FSombald's tioor (where UFC  phenomena have
sbounded over the years! 1% & dotamiCal-opological cooking pot for these rock forms.
The 1mpertant thning hout these - cosl  and granite - 1s that thay are esceedingly
rich in Carbon whxch, along with water, ie the elemental 1nagredient which makes Life
ttsclf. Inoits purest crysral forw, 1L hies been revered for wiilenia as a magical
gem; and 1s today ihe world € most soughi after treasure - diamond.

Eut what’'s in all this for the UFD snigma? kiell at the momeni, only conijecture.
Certainly ihere iz an element here which may well have considerable relationships to
electromagnietic field eftects, affined to water as carbon 1s. find certainly water
plays a very large part in  the natural and new higher-physical energy fields
explored, not only by dowserrs and E£EFM students in their present scientific capacity,
but also by biophysicists and their ilk. Carbon as & more stable form may play a
pairt 1n the physical mamtestation process  inherent in Fortean phenomena, which has
puzzled researchers so much over the years. Certainly it has played & part in the
worki1ngs of magicklians over the centuries; and Lethbridge found it of importance in
his pendulum rate experiments. Ufologists might do well in looking at the
geological distrabution of this in their investigations. It might have bugger all
to do with anything - but then I could be wrong...

¥ In sone parts of Yorkshire there are large coal fields, which may make the stati-
stical side to this point somewhat invalid. Other "windows" need checliing.
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QUTRAGE: _QED by P.1, 8zedoff

For a moment [ thouaht the BEC was softening up' Chronicle (8.10pm, BEC2, 19 April)
on Palaeolithic and later rock painting was certainly a near-revelation for that
most conservative of organisations. what with the mention of shamanic trance-
dancos. entoatic forms, spirit  flight and the shaman's metamorphosis into animal
and/or bird, I almost enrclled for a crash course in palaeocanthropology! (or should
it be. after all, palaeocanth—anoloay?) Admittedly, the term "hallucination” was
used in relaticn to the shaman’'s fundamentally transtormed vision - and, at the end
of tho programme. we were informed that the ‘“"real meaninqg” of the ancient rock
paintings will praobably never be known: though 1t’s aquite 0¥ for university depart-
ments to spend huge sums fundina this, by implication., futile research. The obvious
rejoinder to the "never-be-known" put-down, is to become a traditional shaman and
find out for onesoif. (fhere’'s still a chance while the last tribal/shamanic peoples
enxist - note. for instance. the oresent-day bushman ritual tilmed for this Chronicle
nproaramme.) Houw about 1t nrnfessors? See you at the next trance-dance, mayoe...?

However., 1f the raticnalist’'s boat had been ever so slightly rocked on 19 April,
then QED (9.30nm. BBCL, 26 Aoril) on the issue of Spontaneous Human Combustion (SHC)
out the mensters of the unknown deep back into their places. Thie programme was a
rravest, eof thoe rrath and justified only contempt for the BBC's legerdemain with the
availlable i1nformation and case histories on this subject.

SHC was axalainad (awav) by summoning the "wick effect" as the rationalist’'s saviour
- geepite Michaei Harrison's thorouahaoinag dismissal of thic as a possible cause as
iona ano 45 976 (5022 his Fire from Heaven, an exhaustive study nf SHC cases).
anyone who hadn U oread  Harrisen conld not be dlamed for thanlkina  the gqood old Eeeb
nad wrapped this bothersome subject uo  nicely. It's Operation Mindfuck again. of
sourze :see rticie wtn Earth 13).  aAnvone who thinks SHC 13 now a dead 1ssue shouid
read Harrison. or Fangles’ and Houan's Death by Supernatural Causes. or go hack to

the source material on the best Imnown cases of SHC. Just read the cases of
d4am lton. Larber. Fotorson. orc,  Where was the "obvious external source of comhus-—
tion"? Where was the "wick etfect"? And what of those unfortunate folk who simply

purst 1nta flames: liiée the servant airl at Binbrook Farmhouse, lincolnshire in 1905
(see Harrison’: or Jacaueline Fitzsimon (see Randies & Houah)? As the author ot
Operation Mindfuck stated: “What oalls 15 not sa much that they {our socilety s
power-nolders. +or eramoie. the SEHC) lie to us, but that they do 1t so badly."

Far those on the fringe of the lunatic fringe who are ser:ously cancarned with the
truth ot such 1ssues, one thina now seems czrtain: SHC beoins Interrnally. (See FT30
+or a cecupie@ of intornsting throries) This. of course, 1s unacconcable to the
closed-mindfuckere: i1t sucaests there’'s more to the human being and to creation than
rhe estaolishiont aant us to beliave - limitlessly, wntinitedy more, agerhaps...

Bui can one eftectively criticise  the BRCT tike the Vatican and the United Grand
l.edge, thov null > inas while the stavish miilien roli on ihoir  backs like
beaten noos. In the absence

2f  2ffoctive arifilicism what
can one de? Lenald the vartue
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Meditations, Part 2 - Stephen Hart

This is the second part of the Meditations article. Last time we dealt with the use
of the mantra and the prerequisites for successful meditation. Assuming that the
reader is to follow the gquidelines for successful practice, we shall now turn to
other meditation techniques. Please note however, that different techniques cannot
be swapped about from day to day - your concentration will definitely not improve
and you will become frustrated and completely disillusioned with meditation.

Stay with one technique (say, the mantra) for two weeks and then move onto something
else (say, the serene reflection method). Find which one works best for you and
then, by all means, explore belief systems, etc, that complement the type of medita-
tions you are practicing. But remember, by itself meditation is doctrinally neutral
and so is the essence of your true self - true self is no self, no self 1is true
self. This is the "summum bonnum" of all the great mystics, from Lao T:u to Crowiey.
"He (the adept) is perfectly safe so long as he sticks to meditation, doing no more
and no less than that which we have prescribed: but the mind will probanly not let
him remain in that simplicity" and, "Betore concentrating the lower principle, the
mind, one must concentrate the higher principle, the wtll" (Magick, RKP, 1986).

We can see that the essence of our true self has nothina to do w:ith Buadhism,
Vedanta, 2Zen, Taoism, Qabalah, Krishnamurti. These are only "fingers pointing to
the moon". They do not represent the Moon.

Other points to recall:

1) Do meditation before you eat, or an hour or more after a meal. The reasons for
this are quite simple. Eating makes you letharqgic and the reau:rements for
meditation are awareness and concentration - thus a qood, discerning mental state 1s
required for dissociation from thoughts and concentration on the job at hand. In
addition, 1f you try meditating on a full stomach, you will feel sick! I ve tried
doing 1t and, for some physiological reason (I presume) I nearly vomitec' I 've heara
similar reports from other meditators. Also, vyour system will be a lot cleaner and
heatthier 1f you eat wholesome vegetarian foods. It will profit your mind. Anyone
who eats meat, fish or the flesh of any living creature and purports to pe spirit-
ually aspiring, should meditate on the pain of the slaughtered creature and the
barbaric ways of man’s inhumanity in rasing and killing livestock. When you have a
successtul resuit you may, if you possess any intelligence or compassicn, cease trom
such disgusting behaviour and firmly absolve to obliterate any desire +cr flesh, and
to eliminate the debased social conditioning from your mind which actively supports
the worldwide murder of 1nnocent creatures who have equal rights to existence. (“All
15 the Buddha Mina. All 15 Tae. All 1s endowed with the Divine.”)

2) keep your meditation practice in a darkened rnom, as far from noise as possible.

J) If you feel neaative during the course of a particular meditation - stop!' You
may continue 1f you helieve in herolcs in self-discovery, but quite horastly misery
and depression 1sn't very nice. You could watch your neqgativity dur:ing the course
of the med:itation and probably underlying feelings/causes will arize. tut this 1s
concucive to pain sometimes. You can do very little about memories o+ things which
=t1il disturb vyou at the moment. A more productive attitude is to go zomething
which cheers you up. Chanae the techniaque and come back to that point wnen you teel
stronger and more able to cope. Of course 1t isn't aiways necessary to go 1nto such
things at all, so just let go i1t your sadness or past anxieties corcern you and
reznlve to change vour current course of hehaviourspersonality throuqgn tine river nf
time. Meditation wiil change your karma. find no, karma doesn t mean ycu will he
trooorn as a pig 1f you're rotten to the core - 1t simply m@ans action. -na zourse ot
cauvcse and resultina effect which cannot be separated. Change your karma through the
orocess of meditation and therapeutic insiaght, and you will 1liberate .ourzelf from
manv neuroses. hang-ups, etc. We all have them becauze we live i1n a2 dirty, grey
product  of human  excrement called "society"! On the oather hand, :+ you feei
yoursel 1n your meditation coming to a staqe where vou are on the br:ink of losing
yoursel, then continue. Don’'t stop. But Just bring yourselt back ©c breathing,



posture, mantra, whatever. Watch your thoughts without pushing them away or getting
caught up in them. Just continue as normal. Watch your fear (and you will be
afraid!) and then lose yourself. When you go down to the bottom, you will come back
to the top and you will float! O0Of that there is no doubt. This is the highest
surrender, the ultimate sacrifice. We go back to the true self.

4) Indian and Chinese tradition asserts that there exists a vital force called in
Sanskrit, Prana, and in Chinese, Chi. It is taught by yogins of all traditions that
circulation of this vital force in the body is conducive to good meditation. The
Indians and the Chinese have both studied Prana/Chi for millenia and have come up
with a variety of techniaques for good circulation of the vital energy in the body.
fhe Indians have the well-known Hatha Yoga and its related system of Pranayama
(Vital Energy Restraint). The Chinese nurtured Taoist Yoga and Tai Chi Chuen and
other ‘soft’ marttial arts: Hsing U, Pa kKua, Chi Kkung, etc. It would be a good idea
to adopt one of the above for meditative practice and common-sense health reasons.
All the breathing oractices and concentrative associative techniques work for the
intention of openina up stagnant enerqgy channels and allowing the vital energy
channels to permeat2 them freely. Il.ater stages of brzathing practices, such as the
Bandhas in Yogic Pranayama and visualisations in Taoist Yoga, are for the purpose of
stimulating dormant energies which act as powerful tools in  the art of cult:vating
altered states of consciousness. The Indians call this. Kundalini. But don’'t worry
for the time being about all this. Let’'s now look at some meditation technigues.

A. Serene Reflection Meditation = This comes from the Soto Zen Buddhist
traditions of Japan and China (T’'sao Tsunq). One sits - and simply sits! It is just
sitting and 1t 1s no more. Serene Reflection (like other meditations) 1s designed
to cultivate awareness of Being - Beinq simply to be with no other purpose in mind.
Indeed, Eeing 15 net a purpose. Being, simply ts! One sits and watches the posture
and the mind and tte oreathing - the body, the mind, breath. Should a thought
arise. one watcha2s 1t without involvzment and lets it go like a cloud moving across
the sky. Then just come back to the central act of watching the posture, making
3sure it 1s straiqht and balanced with the left hand placed in the right, with the
thumbs touching, and the tip of the tonque touching the roof of the mouth. One does
not try to do anything at all. To tryv and obtain a special state is to lose oneself
1n duality. The aim ot the exercise 1s to transcena duality so that the simple act

of Being - the boay, the mind, the brzath - all become on=2 unified whole. The mindg
should be auzhotolu - without desire or profit, going nowhere. This is the essence
of Taoism too - wu we: - action through inaction. When [ first did this type of

axerclse after doing Mantra Yoga for si% months, [ understond more than what [
oreviously had with my aforementioned type ot practice' Indeed, [ was inspired to
write the follow:ing:

I am atcm
With nead push2d up
Supporting the sky,
With my knees anchorad to
The ground.
Two opposi1ng tendencies
Only one breathing
Jne bedy
One mind .
A1l tha thaoughts have blown themselves away.

All tnoughte end only in thecught.
All aspirations, 1deals, end only 1n dreams.

Only meditation ends 1n the £nd,

The "hest and hiahest suonort”.

With spirit dispersed ard not collected
Can vyou claim vyowwrself o he free?
Can you really say you are wholie™
Your thouaghts are +luagc.
They run from zeason to seascr,

1z

From seed to stem,
But if you watch the stream
You will become emmersed in the river
And if you let yourself
The river will carry you to sea.

It may sound a trifle corny, but serene reflection meditation is the meditation I
use exclusively and I consider most profitable for Understanding.

As a footnote to the above, I recently asked a Theravada Buddhist what he did in his
meditation practice. He replied that he watched his breathing and his thoughts. I
replied that I did the same. [ think we were both perplexed with such wunity in
meditation that Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism (of which Soto Zen is an emanation)
could be considered as two separate schools of Buddhism!

B. The Meditations of the "Bubble" = Once posture is established and breathing
normal and deep, visualise sitting at the bottom of an ocean. Slowly bubbles rise
up and you watch them. See how they float slowly to the surface and are released -
popping open. In each bubble there will be a word, or a colour, or a picture. Don't
force things 1in the bubble, just watch them. The elements within wiil come by
themsel ves.

This 1is an exercise derived from contemporary psychotherapeutic techniques for
freeing emotions and repressed memories. You may experience an unlocking of tension
in your body when a siqnificant "bubble" comes to the surface. This 1s a good and
healthy sign of this meditative form which leads to an effective personality
integration. A variation of this exercise 1is to visualise a flower (a lotus? a
rose?) and to watch the bright petals, and to 3llow the associative emotions/
feelings/memories, etc, to come up by "one-pointing" the flower'! Or you could use
American [ndian smoke signals as representations of the hidden aspects ot yourselt.
Most importantly, let the bubblies or whatever come by themseives. Don't force
things i1nto them! 1If nothing comes up, continue - it will work eventually.

C. The Meditation of "Who Am I?" L Ranana Mahavishi and Meister Eckhart have
used thie. In addition it is a well-known Rinzai Zen koan! Sit as previously, but
intone 1n  harmony with the breathing, “YWho am [?" Let the words resound in your
consciousness. In: Who am I?...out. In: Who am I7...out. Slowly, very slowly.
Should any thought arise, watch it. "“No, [ am not this thought - Who am [?" Come
back to the central guestioning.

Stripping yourself of the outer-layer ot self-concept, self-image - that which our
respective 2gqos firmly beiieve about us - is a damned hard thing to do! Dr Faul
Brunton, in The Hidden Teaching Beyond VYoga. suggests we should ask "What?" instead
ot "Who?" I think it's up to the individual reacer to decide, but I would advise

that “bhat?" suaggests objectifying reailty and, since we are all that all-embracing
"is-ness" derivea from the quantum field structure, 1 would suggest that real:ity
cannot be objectitied - only subjectified. Read, Towards a Philosophy of Zen
Buddhism. by Toshihiko [zutsu!

So we now have four meditation technigues in our possession. Explore freely and
learn! We 1l look at morz ieditative torms 10 the next Earth, but now, 2ecause {'m
50 oretentious, I'11 finish with some quotes:

Yo How vou labour in ovarns 1t you dor 't under:ztand that the mindg 1s Eucdhar That
15 truly like riding an ass, lookinyg for me.’

- Fao-Chih, &ath Century Chinese wonder-worker.
The Tao that can be expressed 15 not the cternal Tao. !he name that can be defirued
15 not the unchanaing name.”

- Lao Tzu, Tao te Ching.
“The sensible 15 nothingness. Nethingness 15 the sensible. The senzible 1s no
other than nothirgness. Nethingness 13 no other than the senszible.”
- The Diamond Sutra.
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The 0ld Gods of Leicestershire = by Black Annis

In the last 1issue of Earth the editor kindly let me tell you about myself and, as
he'd crossed my palm sufficiently well, I let him 1into the secret that I'm not
really a bad-tempered old hag, but perhaps the .last surviving Goddess 1n this area.
Some of you might think I’'m just putting om airs and graces, but nobody talks like
that about the O0ld Goas from round these parts - they're recognised far what they
are, even by those rather dreary academic types.

For a start, ¢ is often sard that King Lear, son of the wagical wmonarch, Bladud,
built teicester or "Leirecestre'. Lear 1s suppoted to have been buried 1n a vault
undar the River Soar n lLeiceztar, which had ariginally been built for the god
Janus. fAnd a temple, thought to be dedicated to Janus, has been discovered in the
remains of the Rowman Foarum in Leicsster, wiich  1s only a big toad’s jump from the
river...

As you must already krow in the Britieh Celtic literature, Llyr 1s a God of the Sea,
atierwise speli, Lor. Jdeoffrey of flopmouth created his Hing Lelr around hium and gave
Sharespeare plenty tc pilagiarire tor his play. Another writer, Reobert Graves in his
hook The White Goddess. Llinkz lear/ilyr with Janus, who he says was an naii god and
associated with the thunder gods such as Thor, Zeus anc Jupiter. Hice chaep Rovert.
Fuli of wondarful i1ceas, but I'm not too suwra ! beliave everything he thinks up.

@i 1 suppose yeuw've read the Mabinogion and stufif like that, there’'s not a 1ot more
1 can ade about Liyr. Or iz there now? When those parsors  started thinking they
could tell evervona round hare whai they should helisve, they tried to make out Liyr
was written about 1n their Bible., only he was caliea St. Joiwm the Paptist. uWell, as
no one except them couid read at th tune, it was a bic dirffrcult to call their
oluff. s 1t to prove their point tney decided St. John's day should fabl on June
24, sust  aftor the dhudswamer Solstice, when the more braditional-mingoo usad to
light oak fires

Which reainds me.. .t used to He a1 big sandstone block not  so far  away from
Leicoctar Abhe, uhicn was  inewn a3 St. Jobn's Stone or Liktie John's  Stone.  For 2
long time +4eilk used w qo there ang  dance around it on Migsummer s Day, Dbul ihe
chiidren all ased to Qo home beforo darl necasw? 1t was sald  then the falries cane
cut to dance. welil, between you aro  me, 1 suppose everyone needed Lo be sw e bhe
1as were well oub of the way as, 1f [ remember right, some nboresting things of
Lhe two-hy-two kind diog  happen atter dark, 1¥ you get my aeaning. The ztene uas a

3Q

bit zoft  Lhowi g geb worn dowkn to oa stump and Finally  disappearnd altagethor.
St:il, the council was nice enough to name & nearby street of houses after 1t - St.
jehn s Close. Fuppnsa 1t would  bhe too Rk oto  onpact they 4 et iy supperh for
tiing 1t Liyr s lane
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It has been suggested by an eminent local prehistorian that these Entrenchments are
part of a continuous ditch system that ran all the way from Daventry to the Humber,
making it comparable to similar late Bronze Age boundary systems 1in Yorkshire and
Dartmoor. He should know, he spends most of his spare time flying around in what
they call an airplane looking for crop marks and what have you in the f1elds around
these parts. Found massas of barrows and linear earthwar&s that way. He thinks
that around thirty thousand tons of soil had to . be removed for each mile of
construction of the Entrenchment ditches. fhese days I suppose they'd call it King
Wimpey 's or King McAlpine’'s Entrenchmentes.

Scme time last century someon2 who didn’'t know any better said Llud and Liyr were
the same. Wetl, of course, once the mistake’'s been made, everybody keeps repeating
1t. Belizve me, 1n all the old Ceitic tales [ know Liud 15 a separate God. Whether
or not he gave his name to London's Ludgate Hill and Ludgate Circus, I can't say for
certain. The Celtic tales tell that London takes its name trom Caer Liundein, that
1s Liud s Castle, but I'm not very sure about that.

I don t want to bore you with them old legends, 3o lot me get straight to me point.
What 1s clear is that Liud 1s identical with huada of the Silver iHand. On the
continent He was adens, as e was also known at that super Roman temple overlooking
the Severn at Lydney 1n Gloucestercsnire, which revealed to everycne what an
wnportant water snrine  that had seen, with all that healing going on. The Romans
saw similar:ties with their Mars; but as Mars the patron of healing, rather than
ffars the warrior. A5 that splendid lady, Anne Rass. points out, 1t must be
remempered that  even the Gode of healing must be Gods of war when their peopie
reguired milibary a1d. Some have sard that  Llud 1s the same as Myrddin, who becanme
transtormed into the Meriin ot Arthuridn romances. However, in the taies ot Arthur
1t 13 Mar win has the areabest resomnlance to MuagasLlud, 11n being single-handed,
although there are few other connecting traits.

fhe principal tale af Llud t2lls how he is plagued by appressions and 5 i1nstructed
to measure out the length and breacth of his country, thereby ciscover:ng 1ts edact
natwe ‘ano [ couid tel!l you ot at ieast two places 1n Leicesterzhire that have goad
claims to b2 this country’'s Mesamphalos, hut ['11 save that for come cther time).
Anyway, Llud does ali  this measuring nither and yon and, as forecast, discovers at
this centre a dragon’'s lair. He overcomes the dragon’'s power and the kingoom's
APPIOFITIUNS arD  overcome (na, one of khe dragons wasn t called Margesrot  T.0 Dihe
thought of her never entered my head — honest’/ — Ed.]). Them that inow abou
Classics nave saild  this sounas just how  npollo made Deipni his own by Xilla
dragon, but 1'm swe 1t's Just coincidence — we never had much to do wrth all Lhose
gquicl-temenred Foroigners who cane up here and complarned about the weather.

the UGther World. 1In the midst ot a landccape of
unidernaeath a tree so huge b oztands scove? all the
athers (what Sapstances vac nto ot the time, me wonuersl.  lieitcileus rigpe frust
Dets e 0w UL and ool math a 250l af Trystal cloar wator.  sem® ha.o sard that
this story migit be the oidest 9t ail, as 1t rakes Llud sound like an ancrent shaman
i @ and go, huab we Old Tees e

deep 1ncice wthin my heart anyway.

In another tale, Llud
Direathtaining lovciines

vidh coe dree of ifoa. well, I oanow I

Rdally torgot avout all thal stuts.
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Velil oy At tihough. ! t tinme you're out near Melton ) find a sleapy
pla callied Grimston. Therae, right on  the village gi@en, in the shade of a
Jarge tree, is @ rather big boulder - &t least a yard acrogs.  Dossn’t take much to
see Lhat ii's Grime s Stone. thore's even an old set of stocks right by to make 1t
Lok more  piloturesq fnd i+ you leok at the side of a nearby road, yw 11 come
wrazs A smaller mark stone too. The Chwch of S§t. John  the. Baplist 1 not. fa
3y rehicd on top of a tall wall where the hall falls aw ‘
3eowe Ones are shill wound 1f you'd care Lo come and find us. Gels a bil
el 3 § B8 e alweay vielco to stop and talt if you happen to come
ari ) T -
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Fterodactyls or Condors in the Aire Valley? - by David Barclay

eyesight

tie September, 19682, an Amcrican conc with failing

: for his Rocliies and ended up ~1LP\nq o oa reoftep in

ternation of

hit und, 1t was once proposed to plain an even
that tcofi place during  1982-19€3 in lMest Yorkshire,
connurbations. From the do material
:;1wg a fugiisve trem

Unlikely as

il kel e

-Bracdford
m that something
"

a

und lalley.

srmation from the files of ow veteran anomaly res y Peul
ai the teran” - 1'd pre whippersnapper” tdry the

f during the jate afternoon of Bwnduy, " Septembher, 1982,

rom a wondod area known locally as the Devil s Fu bowl, at which
&t tairly low

earc!

to ber flving i a rather
Q earin. [te wings 3
ally, a pterodactyl'"

heen dismissed ¢

report, the manitestation could
] I W cvan an outrignt hoax attempt. Bl tk was also seen by a re<
in nearny Elgwick, where further deteaals came to light. fipparently the creatuwre was
grey 1o colowr, had  shor legs and & short, pointed beak. This would s=eim to make

it an incongruous adxture of part owl, pert bat.

Jjend

More from o ehilor 5 f1l and confirmed by a repart an Braford’s nowspaper, the
Telegraph % Argus, 1t wouw!d ¢eem that whatever 1t was, Just  after mianight on
gave a virtupse perfermance  in Fudsey to an audience ot one mén

Coe

Cept

ey L. VS8R,

and his dog. the precs  report ot the time 1s headed, “b@fxulte%y no  Heron!" wnd
begins by waying, "ihe giant bird mystery becomes more di amatic by the qay, as
Feparts continue o come 1. E.en ab thab  time the RBig Bird had be the cause of
Moeh Yation, tifiea", on

a

sscriba 1n detail  how
aog, had a cloze encounter
24 btraditicn of horror staries

was torn by a horrifying

1eh the
(;n:dlllf}r' L

was tollowed by &
ad zround to szes 1
the sounds ware

& of 1 E 2
: ha up  to sec a large bird touaring
2 nergrnbawr ‘s house. It was making the e
id ) PO , i grunt with ite Dok . = h.o wmatched,
itseld +rom  the roof, 1ts weight causing 't Lo belovl roci=Lavel |
( ' 1 it At ed abt 1 he darkness.”
Phe ( § L E i o' m s ny i tting the =sem

darkness made it difficult to estimate,
insisted that the wing span was at least
eight feet, and that it was bat-like 1in
shape. A description that ties in with that
given by the witness in Elagwick. About
this time a sighting came from Yeadon; the
witness’'s attention being attracted by that
fact that, "It was being mobhed by rooks
and flew off towards the airport."”

Once again, the thing that impressed the
witness was the sheer size of the thing.
Describing it as being several times larger
than the birds which were mobting 1t, with
a '"huge" wingspan. As reports began to
tail off, press interest waned, but our
editor’'s records show that the bird was
still being sporadically sighted 1i1n the
area. But to all intents and purpozes,
publicly at least, the show was over.

13 fhen, on & May, 1983, tho Telegraph &% Argus
5 announced, “lt’'s Back! Giant Bird Flies
f Again!”" This was quickly followed by a

report in the same newspaper an 7 June,
1983, which said that the Birg had been
sighted by a lady living in Thackiay,
Bragford. She saw 1t as it +iew down the
street 1in  which she livea, apparently
heading for a nearby wooded arca that hao
grown on a di1sused ratlway embankment. Once again it was the si1zo of the creature
that caused the most astonishment in the witness. As she told the newspaper, "It
vas 2narmous, and th flow with very iaborious strokes.”

N reports again increased 1n freguency, Mike Friestley, twice Yorkshire Reporter of
tne ear and Features kditor of the Telegraph % Argus, decided Lo take 1 naore active
tnterest. As  he pui 1t to  wme, he decided, "To see for myself 1f  ther2 roaliy is
v*hzng to1t."” He nad taken upon himselt no easy task as for some three weels ne
+01;Qwed up on oancoming  reports; along with scanning the skaies owver Oraaford for a
gi:impse of the Big Fird. In the end his patience was rewarded and ne got what he
was after - a photagraph (zee i1liustration). However, the bird was at such exireme
distance that even his 300mm telephoto lens was unable to recsolve the mystery. Yet
tLoweuid st least indicate that  a genuine Big Bird did in fact exist. He tolo me
that during ms weeks long purzuit he had seen the Bird several tiaes, gut that it
Was 20l A onE ACIasion 1t stayed (n view long enouwgic.for il Ee bake & opicture.

Reportvs continued to come  in.  The Bird was sightea  througnout the ar
cowtig  from Daalden, Shipley, Cirossfiacts, Fudzey, 7eadon and hac
fira's territory covering a censideraole area. fFinally, 1n November
freciancn Journatist,  dalcolm Hodds, toid Mille Friestley thaco he too
ang to him 1t had appeared, "...Black and atthough hard to estimato

10 W1ng3Pan was around fuve feet;  thore wore fealiers that lookeg
on the end  of the winge." But then atmost as suddenly as 1t had  appeared,
i van tho sky over tno re Yalley ang the "flap” was 0

Zwen o odatt thare g ne decent  explanaticn tor  the anoaalous  “pterodaciyit oo
tcomagt nr bhe dennings (nnmany ways i1ls appedr ance and  henaviow: 13 <imllia to
chat 0+ the Mothman ot wgsf Virginia, USA, ae descrioed by John ieel in s The
Mothman Frophecies. And oven tharae, Josplete heel 3 anveostiyetive porienca, na
renl e anation fer wnat he reported was  torthcoming. S0 wn the tinsl anaiysis it
Lu operhaps os well Lo agupt Mike Fraestiey’s attituge when pursuing st Aanomall es.
"It ot he quile a relaed 14 at’s gone'" ne gard.
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A Leaf from The British Hagickal Herbal
Very scen sces the publication of my work, The British Magickal Herbal, 1n which are
hrghlighted nigh or sixty psychoactive and hallucinogenic flora of Britain, includ-
tng more fhan  twenty species of mushroows - twice the amount previously recognised
as zuch 1 this country. The following 15 an edited extract of just one such floral
species covered 1n the work., Mell known to everyone, this zpecies 15 an archetype of
psychedelic experience. It 15 the Amanita muscaria, or otherwise called, Fly Agaric.

ihe most widely-koown fungus on Earth. [t has been described, and known of, as the
Fungus of Immortality, Somz, God's Flesh, .Ambrosia, the Flant of Life, L: Chih, and
God knows what else! Cultures the world over have worshipped and used this plant in
their religious rites for thousands of years. Some consider that Chrictianity was
founded upon a cult that deified Aranzta Muscaria. MNumerous books have been written
on this single mushroom. Found 1n  the Agaric family, faerie have scattered their
valuminous tales from the seats of these shimmering red-and-white-spotted forms.
That Lewis Carroll seated his dope-smoking snail upon ite flecked cap, and acked
filice to take a bite Lo induce a most peculiar effect sp=aks volumes for it. Unfor-
tunately, space forbids volumes being written here...but I°'1]1 cover some of what I
think ere of particular interest...

In the Chinese legends of the Isles of the Eiest, there grew a remarkable "plant of
life” callad the t: Cath, eor Fungus of immortality. Botanist and mycologist, W.P.K.
Findlay, remariing upon the L: Chih in his Fungi Folklore, Fiction & Fact, tells how
Japanese ‘snroom-tiends 1oentified 1t as Ganoderma lucrdum, on edible species with
no marked properties other than 1ts red colouring. Although an earlier look at L1
Chrh by Berthold teufer in 1912 tells that "it ic a species of Agaric and considered
a telicitous plant because it akszorbs  the vapours of the Earth." He too remarks
upon its edibility, but the i1nference in this and other writings may he good reason
to think 2t as /imanita muscaria.  ihe classical collator of world myths and legends,
Donuld M. MacKenzie, weiting bn the Easterns’ “plants of life", tells us, "The souls
arinic tne water ang  eat the herb or fruit of the tree to prolong their existence.”
few need telling that the Fly Agaric ie a fungal fruit of the Silver Eirch, Fine ang
okher troes, He continuas, "Tho%e whn eat of the fungus...renew their  youth and
acquire the power of floating like down through the air from iciand to island." And
certainly this 13 an exhilaration found by those who have consumed Fly fgaric.

A number of great tales speak of the search for the L1 Chih - and in them comes more
evidence that what the  ancients sought and spoke of was most pirobably our red-and-

white-spotted facrie dweller.

In ages past, Chinese Emperors set missions out to search and bring back the sacred

fungus. On:2 such  travellaer, Hsu Fu, came back with a remarkable tale. In his
voyaqe over the eastern ceas, he told how a Bod had risen from the waters and
inquired if he was the Empeoror ‘s reprezentative. "l am,"” ha said. "What seel ye?"

asked the sea-BGoc. Whereby Hsu Fu answered, "I am searching for the plant that has
the power to pralong human life."

fhe God told him that althougn he had brought great ctferinos for the sacred plant,
they wore not enough as payment for it. However, the sea-God allowed Hsu Fu to sce
1t for himsei+ €0 as te attirm to his Emperor of 1ts existence. His sh:ip was thence
sent south-westerly until the Isles of the Blest were reached. Once thera, he was
altowed Lo land on the chief island, F’eng-lai. Here, according to Japancse mythe,
tha fungqus ot 1amortality grows in the shace of one of the three haly trees thare,
usually the pine. And also under the Tree of Lite, described as having "branches of
goid, roots of silver.” Also oan P eng-lar was the gelden palace of the oc2an dragon
king. He e he was snown vast crops of the sacred tungus of 1mmortality, all guarded
9y a teiocious dragon.  He was theirefore unable to take hame not aone of them.

lne ola mariner stooad before the sea-bod and askea what woula be worthy gitts +or

the sacred piant.  "Many many youlhs of beauty and honour," he was told. To which
upen returning heme, he tOlC‘tZ his mperor. fnag fortnw:ﬁh, tne Auler dispatcheg a

fleet of vessels with three thousand young men and virgins with the hope of
receiving the magickal plant. Eut neither fleet nar +tungus ever returned to his
land. Legend speaks of the people eent to F'eng-lai etill living there, erijoying
the pleasures brought about by the plant’'s magical abilities.

That. L1 Chih 1s Awanita muscaria seems undoubted after the description of it stand-
ing under the shadow of pines, and under the silver-rooted [ree of Life - prooably
Silver Eirch. Respected botanists and anthropologists, R. Gordon Wasson and Feter
Furst have made the same remarks, likening it to Fly Agaric.

Another fable tells how the L: Chih was able to restore life from death. Long ago,
the caps of L1 Ch:h were carried by ravens to the mainland from one of the Chinese
Isles of the Blest and there dropped onto the faces of slain warriors. Al though
tiwvee days 1n death, the men immediately sprang back to life. (in one of the Elessed
Isles, Ying Chou, there are to be found great precipices of jade; and from thece
flouws a brool, "the waters of which are as stimulating as wine.," Tales are told that
those who can reach this isle may encure a thousand years of physical eixistence, by
powdaring the fungus of immortality and mixing it with tihe jade waters, This tale
is remarkably &like authenticated cnes in which hal lucinogenic fungi are crushed,
mized with waters and drank as an  1ntoricant. Indeed 1t rings somewhat of the well-
known Siberian shamans who used just such & way to 1ncite their ecstacies and
frenzies with our Aaanita muscarla.

In Siberia, wiere much of the mythical base for A.muscaria first emanated thanks to
the lengthy works of Wasson, much can be told. The religious ingestion of this
fungus was found to stretch across a huge region: from the Baltic <sea in the west,
across to  Hamchathka i1n the far east. It was found that trioecmen and shamans of
many groups had participated in the vicionary eating ot it for an estimated threes-
and-a-half-thousand yoarsy although the earliest written arccount of b in thirs part
ot the worid came from a Folish priconer of war 1n 16%56. lhen, in 1730, « Swedizh
colanel wrots of the Siberian Koryak tribe who would pay handsomely +tor ~ certain
mushroom which tihe Ruscians would cell, Muchimor, o Fly Agaric. The Foryaks them-—
solves however, gave a different name to their specral mushroom and wrapped 1t great
legend. 1t was known «s Kapaq. AL the turn of Lhe century & Russian ethnolegist,
Viadrmr Jocﬂblson, said the Koryaks believe that tne Mapaq would tell any main who
ate them, "Wiat ailed him when he was sick, or explain a dream to him, or show him
the upper world, or the underground world, cor foretell what weuld happen to him."

The mythical hero of the Koryaks was a great man called, Big Raven. Once upon a
time, Big Raven accidentaly captured a great whale but found himself unable to help
it back out to sea because of its huge weight. So he appealed +tor help to
Yahiyinin, the great God of Existence, whn told Rig Raven to go to a certain place
where he would find spirit forms. Once there, he was to eat of them and weuld then
find that h2 had the strength to assist the whale hom2. And so as Eig Raven walked,
Vamiyinin cpat upon the Earth, and where it feil there appeared the spirit forms Erg
Faven was to look for: small white plants with red hats on, which the God’'s saliva
transformed into white spols. These spirit forms were Hapaq.

Nfter some time, Big Faven found the Hapag and ate them as he had been told. Very
coon following, he found that a great strength came to him and then found himself
2asily able to help the whale and his supplies and, without much ado, returned him
to 1ts ccean home. #Hapaqg showed Eig Faven the courze the whale was . taking to the
gr2at s2a and  the way 1n which he would return home ko his friends. find so, upaon
seeing all this Big Reven spoke, saying, "0 Magagq, grow forever on this kEarth,” and
to all has peopla he told them of tne gitts within these <epirit forms and to learn
whatever Hapaq could teach them.

Most of us know the tales told of Siberians drinking the urine of those who've
previously consumed #apag - and 1 deoing 3o, enhsncing further the visicnary espor-—
ience. The drinking of one’s own urine wasn't (isn't?) a universxl Siberian trait,

but was neverthejess widespread. In a number of cases other men’'s urine waes drunk,
then pasced around for use by members ot the 1mmediate group. There were also
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considerable accounte of ‘shroom—fiends indulging on the urine of reindeer who had
eaten the sacred mushroom. K. Gordon Wasson: "Suppose, for example, that two mush-
rooms were needed on the first day for an ordinary intoxication; then the urine
alone is enough to maintain the intoxication on the following day. 0On the third day
the urine still has narcotic properties, and therefore one drinks some of this and
at the sase time swallows some fly-agaric, even if only half a - mushroom; this en-
ables him not only to maintain his intoxication but also to tap off a strong liquor
on the fourth day. By continuing this method is it possible...to maintain the
intoxication for a week or longer with five or six fly-agarics." These days, few
indulge in such practises - although if anyone does, I'd love to hear from them.

...And then there was 3oma...

Mistakenly charged as being "the only known plant to be deified” by Richard Alan
Miller 1in hi1s otherwise grand book, Soma too, was Fly Agaric. Again :tt was that man
Wasson who made the exposition on i1t. In relation to the other forms and names Fly
Aagaric adopted in times past, the importance of 3Svma was considerably more vast. If
Wasson ‘s treatise on Sema 1is correct, as 1is thought today, "the whole of Indian
religion, and everything of a mystical nature within that religion 1s pertinent to
the igentity of (this) plant." Effectively, this postulates that the entire founda-
tions of Hinduism are founded upon a mushroom-cult. An 1dea John Allegro later
paralleled and persuasively pursued within Christianity. 3Soma was decscribed in the
earliest Hindu text, the Rig-Veda: described as rootless, blosszomless, leafless and
1nducing visions of great splendour.. Interestly, the people who wrote and spoke ot
50ma were quite probably the Siberians themselves. It was the Aryans, as they came
to be known, who i1ntroduced and spcke cof Soma, and who came from a northern land
before first appearing i1n Afghanistan. Wnd with thom came their sacred plant, wirich
the Rig-Veda describes as having a ceremony of urine-drinking allied to 1t. Sounds
famliar, doesn’'t it...7

_Robert Anton Wilson, who followed the nobservations made by kasson and others as they

developed on Fly Agartc. concluded that "This single mushroom (has) played a larger
role 1n religious histary than any other single factor.” It is now thought that it
was the ag2iirius ingredient of the ancient Greek Dianysian  festivities; 1t was the
fungus consumed by those well-known Beserkers of the tenth-century AD; Central
fmerican shamans have consumed 1t 1n rituals for centuries, deep in forests hidden
from civilications till onl!y the middle of the 1200z; and 1n a series ot remarkable
axperimental parapsychology tests unaertaken by fndrija Puharich in the 1950s using
the fungus, medium Harry Stone revealed, under i1ntluence, the personailty of Ra Ho
fep - an Egyptian Royal trom the perioa 2700 HBC, whe informed them of the ritual use
of a "beautiful sacred plant ot life...with a red crown” which facilitated visions
andg such things. Aldous Hwiley entered the scene of some experiments and, after
some while, 1t was dscertained they were looking at a previously unknown musnroom
ceromeny frcim £qypt '3 groat past. Asanita auscaria appeared ance again.

As my voox is to deal with PBraitish psychoactive flora [ should obviously mentlon our
own country whero, 1tomust be sard, the least has ever bezen scribed on tt. In legend
+Je ashame ourcselves. The only reai tenable grasp to Albion’'s historical use of the
AqQaric ccees  from hatt-cairt wiccan reterences.  fhere ara always those witches who
will atlege that 1t was used in ointments by their wiccan granny, and her granny be-
tore her and 30 on. in Haraold Hansen 3 The Witch's Garden, which covers the realm
at maqickal plants specifically employed by Euiropean witches, he can't seem to find
any reterences to thiz sacred mushroom. Robbins® classic work, The Encyclopaedia of
Witchcraft and Demonology nfters .« simtiar lacking; as indeed do all ocher respacied
texte.  in the 17th Centwr, text that dealt with flyang ointments, de hynauwla’'s De
la Lycanthrope. d:dn bt are a2 mencion 9t Ehts fungus.  Our griwoires (correct me f
I“m wrong? do us « simlar  injuctice. Even  Doreen Valiente seems ts  affirm thisg
tack at #edieval use, but then says, "Houever, to my own knowledge, this 13 not true
0t all  present-day cuvens." Indeed! But since the witings ot Scnultes, Wasson,
Furst and thelr psychea2inlc tlk, what ae we to 2upect? The fiuist real nudge ot its
maglckal wse 1n Eratain comes from the mo-1930s.  Then, according to Franc:s iang,
the Mew Forest coven apparently used 1t "orally 1n extremely small doses." Extremely

emall doses of A.muscarrae howevar, 1n the vest majority of cases i nct enough to
accelerate the effecte which the witches here alleqed; which may point to the incid-
ent being little more then a rather tall story. Over the last twenty years though,
the ritual use of the Fly Ngaric has been increasing. Bubt 1t's still for the estab-

lished mycophiles in mest cases. Toxicity 1z still a scare - even amorn iitehes.
The principal drug respaonsible for the intoricating effects given Dy A.ausodria, was
firet thought to be the powerful sychoactive, muscearine, which had teen icsolated

from this fungus in 1869, Although present within A,auscarra, 1t 1z 1n far too
ntity for it to he such deliberate eftecle as Lhose cau . It wmasnt
beforz the rosponzible agents, musciunle (an hallucinegen t':n acts upen

the central nervous system), ibotenic acid and la BUSCaone, iz=olated.
Indeed, evon the one timz editor of the outstanding Psychedelic Review mag=rine,
Falph HMetzper, in his 1770 essay published in faronscn and O Psychedelics on

mushroome and  the mind, mstakenly affirae muscarine - with tropine and
bufotenine (psychoactives that have also been found 1n A.n EH g the
most causative agents. Ihis was already know: o ta ne the In riicular,

through the

kidneys, made 1t pousibie to enhance ageilrnr the intcstaication

muscimcle was  tho chemical rezagant which, uwnaffected by
|

Freparation of A.puscaria for the most efficient cs5,ch

great argument between ‘shroow-fiends over the years. Fas

vistonary wishos to succeed. Do 24 hours. A Vit tual wer jo practice (s that of
sun-drying the fresh mushrooms, picked as emrly in tne seascn @ possib when the
wst effoctive concentration of muscimole and ibeotenic acid 1s in theau. The potency

of the ‘shroomg gecreace
is knowun to be se in Britailn. [f sun-drying 1S mp nh

as the sgason goes on. Tz 1€ so 1n Stberiz, Mexico and
e, Staffoird ozllc of tha

methoo of putting a wire through each specimen end dryirg over a firc. & 15
drying them in low evins, but the psychcactivity s sezsensd.  In drping cut, the
s to mu=zc s ving greater 21 . poten-

essential muscarine cortent alior
tial. T¢ the shaman 3 te consume the
o try specimens

later 1n the zoason, erther

ered in the cu

greatly r1ncreaze the _ q )

he increasad dose hag, for some, enceeded  ten - bBut this 1s an extrens

venture. Two.1s Lhe averayge intalwe; but don't stert on this. Half ig =iitic

Wasson found an ancient way ot conswming A.uiscaria by siaply pressing thom out and
)

Jecic scripls.

drinking the juice. This 1is how &oma was taken accaerding to the
Another way, adepted by Mexican Indians, was to cat them raw, but wii: hopey.  An-

other is using tne fresh specimens and hailing theam for & minute 1n miln. Another 1g
the same way, but using salt water. However in another text of Wazsons, he told that

"the almesl wnanimous testimony, extending over two centurics (told)...tnat the fly-
agaric must net be ealen fresh: 1t should be dried, preferably sumcriec.” This
greater efftectiveness was confirmed by the pharmacizi, Conrad Eugzter 0 1957, and

later 1n others succeeding him. In cases I Incw heuever, fresh gpeclzens dave res-—
ulted 1n som2 arazing resulis.  But  all thiz aside, you szt respect theso poncrful

instrusents. The Earth has not made them as toys. Don’'t treat them &z such. ..
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Right Hand, Left hand: A Natural History of Palmistry - by Bryn Ormsford

For years palmiste have been branded as gypsies, witches and weirdces. Never does
oane stop to consider that - palmstry has oeen used for medical, scientific and
criminal investigation purposes. The hands themselves are a vast map of
information, character-wise; and, not forgetting thzir psychic element of course.
Over the next few 1ssues I will explain in detail the logical side of palmstry - or
at least try; giving the novice, or Just the curious, a deeper insight into the
fascirating mysteries of our hands...from the times when our primitive ancestors
t1rst grasped at sticks ang stones with rudimentary fingers...

Many myths have developed abcut the distinctive meanings assigned to the left and
right hands. ™any cultures, such as the Chinese, have viewed the function of them
as contradictory but balanced i1n importance, where the majority of cultures sadly,
to thxs agay, have not. The Chinese believe the right hand to be important, the left
infer:or.

Various groups have detined the ilett hand as disreputanle, psychotic, murderous,
1tmpure and  weak. (o rloslems, Gtouching the left hand of another 1s classed as an
insuit. The Maoris ot New lealand eguate the left side with death and destruction,
theretore protecting themselves with amuiets and charms on their left arms, so as
not to encourage evil deeds or spirits.

loday, modern i'2iigions further promote the right-hand-path myth of superiority -
glor:fying the "Right Hand Path of God." Many paintings of a religious bent depict
the rignt hand pointing towards heaven. In iflordic mythology, the God iyr, places
the right hano i1nto the wolt, Fenrir’'s, mouth. Untortunately the wolf bites it otft.
was, choretore, tne right bhang af wmportant significance to the VYikings?: oearinqg in
mind that & torm ot palmietry was in  wge at that period to a beneficlel degree Dy
shamans. Nlso, the painting of Japhomet has « strong significance with the "Right
Hano @2¢ Bod" zyndrome. w1 th the right hand pointing  to heaven, the left ta nhell.
Rarher than beiievina both hanaos  to be equal, we can gather trom global evidence
that there 12 a strong 1i1mbalance. The riagnht must theretore bDe superior 1n «
shaman 's “1ew.

fhe prejuoice towsrds the letr hand 15 aeep rooted - even 1n  lanquage. The
nglo-Saxon root. for  LYETT diath) lhikerally  means weak: or  tho brolen Fronci:
janquaqe dencotes AL meaning socially incgt  or awkward.  The almost toraotten
uoret, 1aister, a5 tetl or ta the tett. comes froin the aid French and Latin usasae 1n
divinatrion, when thrs side was thought Lo be 1nauspicious. The word lertt theretore
nas 2vti connocatiens. A “riad" an ola English means moraily upraighb, correct,
normal or genwine. we can take note  from these old words and theilr denntations that
this was apparent long before chretlanity - especirally in England.  The religlous
paintings 10 particaiar have  rollowed sult somewnat on these beliefs. Thece
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perspectives help us to understand the myths of the right and lett hand, although
they differ radically in the Chinese system - where it is told that the forces of
yin and yang can reprecsent a balance, even in our hands.

But we find, even today, examples of left hand prejudice within our own society,
e.g. teachers encouraging children to use their right hand, as left-handedness is a
condition to be cured. Being left-handed myself, I found great pressure with this
brainwashing at school, which was an old established boarding school. However much
to their disapproval I'm still left-handed - not converted to the right way of
writing. It is unfortunate that even the study of the lines upon the hand has
historically inclined to the belief system of the right hand, encompassing the
positive and masculinity; with the left being manifestly femirnire and negative.

Recent research has highlighted the functions of the two brain hemispheres which has
provided some clues as to why the right hand has been given the super:i:or position.
Since the revolutionary split-brain studies conducted in the fifties and sixties 1n
California, scientists believe the right controls the left hand and vice versa: but
both s1des of the brain ar2 involved :n higher cognitive functions., and th2 two
hemispheres merely employ different methods or modes of processing infcrmat:i:on. The
left brain/right side controlz the intellectual, rational and the obiective
functions one cculd class as reasening. Whilst 1t 1s thought that creativaty,
intuition and emotions reside 1n the right hemisphere which contraols the left side.

Cultures throughout h:istory relating ideas upon the right/lett hand syndrome -
ancouraging rational intellectual development - is in many peoples cpinion, mine
1ncluded, guite wrong. Bearing in mind, centuries befaore scientists had such
investigative technology, the Chinese were using the yin-yang structure to buila up
a umqgue study pattern of complimentary relationcship=z between »ale qualities
(yin-yang rigiht) and omaticnal femare gudlities (yin-yang left). Al though this
society was male-dominated (as all Eastern cultures still are today!, the feminine
s1de was encowraded. appearing in  art, poetry and music. This reacsulted 1n A
cul tural balance between the powers o+ intellect and intuition.

I would like to propose a recensideration on  ths meanings of our two hands,
travelling towards a new paradigm of analytical studies ot the palms, balanced ara
holistic. [ would like to maove away from the two hana differencos, towards an
holistic conceptual balance of the hands 1n regard to their relationship with
themnselves and the body as a whole. I 1ntena to balance the outiinea nand analyszis
1n which both hancs will be considered as ecuals. Iin wnich the ‘wo distinct
hem spheros ot  the Hrain  take action on opposite sides of the boc,. This witl
eventually bring us round to the cbvicus factor that the braim 1s in ccntrol ot more
Ehan we are aware of!

Falmistry 15 not just lines on the hands, and they are nct just zausead by the

fnlding nt the  siin.  We have three maor lieces: life, heart ang  fieas lairos, fron
Birti. But we wust also consider tho {fingers: nalls: mocnz cuticies: +inger-tip
shages;  lenath and  width ot the tinger-spread:  thumb-shape of  the nand  ang LEs

tenoth and  wdtihs texture ano coiour  of the skini  cdominance and terity: sk
grant rormabicns  knoem s aermaglyphs,  etc. The holistic applicat metihindg nat
only  censrders  the emoticnal  state but  also the medical, az tuc  are
Liseparainic. find, by hlending the ola 1ceas with  tho n2w, this waetncg decones
promising blena of the wisdom of tne Ancientz and the MNew fRge lnowleccs.

Fart ¢ oo this article watl aopear in the nexst adition of Earth.

[ I

The Briticsh Magickal Herbal: A Concise Guide to the Psychoactive Flora of Albion

Sor eho paliont opes whio 2 D2 OuUb wiin Earth: fhe
cofloctag material ot more than 1 4113 paynhneactive M A i 0%,
T « tungr,  eto: thesr legends, aeoicinal & omagicolial 5 Info on extraction,
2 go. Frae- and artor-affects.,  The greatast singular ltaction uch marerial
evar assembled on such flera tn this country. [t wll be s limited runp of 250
copies, numbered ant Signeas agbr it pages. Cost will ne around Z,I240 (] think il
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" Inherent 1n 1tself 1s

Tapist Tales - Stephen Hart

Some time ago the editor of Earth told me that there were a number of readers
desirous of Taoism in this mag. Musing upon this, I decided that the best course of
action would be to string together Chinese legends of Taoist origins which, by
themseives, would beautifully display the charm and pure living poetry of Taoist
essence. Anyone remotely interested in the Earth from a spiritual angle, be that
person a witch, pagan, magician - or simply someone of a quiet natural orientation -
cannot possibly be disinterested in this archaic Chinese spiritual tradition. It
dates back thousands of years; transcends philosophy and religion; totally lacks
dogma and, like its off-spring, Zen Buddhism, relies completely on an intuitive
perception of the cosmos in 1ts entirity - a perception which comes through
alternately sittinag in serene reflection, meditation and observing nature and change
inherent in the cosmos. It has no ogre God, though 15 no stranger to an array of
beautifu! and romantic deities - though one would be no less a Taoist for not
believing in them! Taoism also disdains and laughs at moral piety, believing that
to contimeally talk about ethics and what is right and wrong, is a sure sign of the
absence of such things. It prefers rather that spiritual knowledge liberates one
from negative action - one simply sees by perception o+ the way of the universe:
that to act 1n accordance with it is best. To stray i1s folly.

Taoism is not an "ism", a faction, a sect. It 1is a way of life that embraces
individuality and harmonises and attunes the aspirant with the cosmos. "Tao” 1tself
simply reans, the bWay. The "kay" is. It 1s a vast unified field structure which
embodi2e and binds the whole universze. It is the whole universe. What 1s not Tao
15 not in the universe. There 1s nothing outside the universe. Indeed, there is no
inside ad no outside. The Tao is not dualistic. It is all-embracing, unified.
And, although words are i1nadequte to describe it, it 1s the guantum field of the
nuclear physicist. (1) It 1e the Sunyata, the Great Void, the Tatharta, the
Dharma-boay, the Buddha-nature of the Buddh:i:sts, the Brahman of the Hindus.

change. Change 1s recognised as the
processes in the [ Ching, thouaht to be of Taoi1st origin. To act 1n accordance with
this change and way of Tao 1s to be the true Taoi1st sage. To be blind to Tao is to
act as aodern humanity does: a dangerous, psyrchotic, subversive element, chaotically
out of iine with the natural harmony of thinas, "Suffering, following, like the cart
wnich feilows the beast.” (2} It 13 so tmportant that the human race as a whote
learns the valuable lessons that Taoism can offer, 1n addition to the other Or:ental
mysticai ways, along with our own esoteric tradition. (3)

unending flux of cosmic

...But +or now let us explore the beautiful Chinese Taoist imagination and beckon a
few dragans for 3snaring wnto Taoist wmyth and fantasy. The most beaut:iful story I
have ever heard of Taoist origin 15 that related 1n Blofeld’'s, Taoism. When I first
read 1t I sumply criea. Allow me to relate some of its magic.

finally toow over China 1in 1949, they forced Tao:1ste and
homes, temples and hermitages. fhe Communist
1n meditation and admiring Nature.
recluses wera put to

When the Communicts
Buddhists alite into leaving their
ideal ned no room for people serenely si1tting
people sould work for  the State and many faoirzt and Euddiist
woril: in tne towns and the fields.

Around this time, Bloteld (4) tells us that somewnere 1n the southern prcvinces, a
Chineze student girl visiteao a very old  taorst hormit overy weekend. She askead nim
once, what he would do 1n the event ot a Communist take-over and, as she did, she
wopt at the thougint of the Red Cadets driving tim from where he had Li.ed alwmost atl

hie l1fe.

"You are sorry for wme, Li," he answered. Wwhy? Wouidn't 1t be lauchaoie 1£ a
life-tone disciple nf Lord fas Clage Tau,  the atleged author of  the Taovsh classic
(the Tao te Ching) were to be atraid ot change! I am too ola to be put to work and
these peadple care too much for the look of things to let me starve 1n A

nerghbowrhood where sn many poor folk have come to love me.” As the qirl cobbed she
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asked how he would live. The sage replied that at his age he could see into the
future far better than he could recall the past! "When they drive away the others,
they will let us old and useless ones stay on, living as best we can on what we
manage to grow in our vegetable garden. From kindness? Not exactly. This place is
too small and remote for them to be in a hurry to use it for some other purpose; and
as three or four of us are very old, they will look to death to relieve them of the
problem - rightly so! The Vasty Gate Recline and I propose to leave this world
together on the evening of the mid-Autumn festival next year. No, No! Be calm,
little Li. Do you suppose we shall hang ourselves, or swallow a liang or two of
opium? Preposterous! With wine, incznse and other things we intend to hide away,
we shall perform the festival rites as usual, walk up to the terrace to admire the
Autumn Moon and there sit down. Passing in meditation to the very source of yin and
yang, we shall plunge together into the ocean of the void."

At this, the girl cried. She had grown very fond of the old Taoist master. And so,
disturbed by Li's outburst of emotion, the concerned Taoist (we’'re not told his
name) took hold of Li‘'s hand and asked her if there wer2 any herons in her home of
Singapore.
"Herons, Master” I...I...no, no, there are not."

"Good," answered tho old recluse. "Rather than have you sad for us, we shall gladly
postpone eternal bliss for an hour or so. Ee sure to remember what I am going to
say. NMext year, at the hour of the boar on the night of the festival, go to a high
place and watch the sky just above the ocean that surrounds your island. I have a
gr=at desire to see the sea by moonlight, never having seen it in ail my years.
There we shall meet and bid each other a joyous farewell.”

The qirl sadly ncdced, thinking he was just Then L1 ancd the
Taoi1st said goodbye.

trying to comtort her.

The following year when the Autmn festival came around, Li's father took her to dine
with her fiance’'s familv. The meal started late and was a noisy, long drawn-out
affair. When the clock struck ten (mid-point of the hour of the boar!, L1 suddenly
telt very dizzy and uwent out onto the balcony of the flat, which faced directly onto
the seaszhore. The brilliant moon chone done on foam-capped waves. Presently, two of
those foam-<aps  rose strangely into  the air and sailed rapidly towards Li! They
were two beautiful, large white herons!

Flying very low, they came very close to where Li was sitting - flying round and
round uttering happy-sounding cries, long-sustained and beautiful. While this was
happening, A sonsation of bliss and ocstasy made Li tingle from head to toe. Her
oid Taorst triend had not only kept his promise, he had alszo imported her with the
spoirit of the union with the voia!

Whether we interprot  this story literally or metaphorically (I must admit I'm
inciined ko aa kath!), 1ts message 1s  siaple. For the Taoists, death was  a
trans:itiaon from the finite to the 1ntinite. Their dew drops indeed had slid into
the shining sea. (&) Though 1f  they were around as individuals today, they would
probably refute this and say that there was never a moment in their lives, nay,
never a moment 1o the existence 2f anyvthing in the wer-ld of particulars, when they

:¢  Samsara.

wero never a part ct  the sea. Az Zen Bucdhicem affirms, "Nirvana

Samzara 13 thrvana.”

Our mext story 1g a much older one. It is a lively, comical story, contrasting two
walli--tnoun Chnnese sages - Lac Tiu and Contucius. Lano Tzu, the legenaary hormt who

tormerly worked as a librarian in imper:al China, lett city-lite being discontentedg
ana disiiiveionea with the "world of dust.” He left to become a spiritual rect
in the Chinese wilcernesz. Some legengs say he lett to merge forever with the Tao.
Botaro he leth hawoever > was atleged o haswe wrilten the Tao te Ching. Confuzius
meanwhile, 1&  the + of Contuc 1em - a moral and ethical system which
dominated China = fthoughts fer thousands of vyearcs. Taorsts were alrceacy poking fun
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at the piety of Confucian thought, and the following story is an allegory of the
division between these two belief systems.

One day Confucius happened to come across Lao Tzu bathing in a stream. Having not a
shred of prudishness the old sage emerged from the water to receive him stark naked.

"Sir," cried the great moralist, hastily averting his eyes, "I perceive you are
lacking in a proper sense of human dignity. If humans were to go around unclad, 1in
what way would they be distinquishable from birds and beasts?"

"Sir!" replied Lao Tzu, "Is it such a bad thing to put ourselves on the level of
birds and beasts? They are strangers to lust for fame, covetousness, stinginess,
wallowing in luxury and countless other vices. You will wcuse me 1f I go on
bathing."

Another day, Lao Tzu spied upon Confucius preaching to a handful of disciples on the
subject of benevolance. The master Taoist came up to Confucius flapping his arms and
squeaking like a crow. At this the benevolant moralist leapt up, roaring anmgrily.

“Sir," teassd Lao Tzu, keeping nimbly out of reach. "I was edified by what you had
to say about benevolance. Mow why this sudden change? If humans were to go around
tzaring at the eyes of old gentlemen who like a bit of fun, 1n what way would they
be distinguished from famished tigers?"

Hoping to get his own hack, Confucius on one occasion saw Lao Tzu tippling in a wine
shop. "Sir?" admonished the outraged sage, "Is thic your sense of decorum? Do you
hope to teach the Way by 1mbibing i1n view of all and sundry?"

“Si1r," replied Lao T:zu smling. "Do you not approve of this demonstrastion of my
being neither bird nor beast” [ have not heard that such creatures tipple.”

"But," repliea Contucius, "For a learned Master to disgrace his grey hairs in public
15 worse than beinq bird or heast,” he exclaimed.

"You must be joking, sir," laugned Lao Tzu. "Once you reprimanded me for behaving
in the manner of birds and heasisy now you admonish me for not behaving like our
beteathered and fanged friends. Clearly, you stand 1n need ot some instruction.
The Tao, you must know, 1S the progenitor of all and sundry, of you ana me, ot birds
and beasts, ot this wine-pot and this wine. Imbibing the Tao is a very fitting
occupation for a Taorst, ane would think. Everything surely beneath the wide canopy
of heaven is i1mbued w1 th holiness!"

Confucius was thunderstruck. "fiah, what wisdom has this gentleman. His life will
be hard to find this side of heaven! He 1g a wvery phceniy amongst crowsi"

For those who want to learn mere of Taoci1sm, the best lesson of the May of the Tao 1s
to meditate and observe Mature 1n the open countrysice. Although the following 1s a
L1zt af works winlch are thoroughly reacommended reading: John Elot2ld s, Taoism: The
Quest for Immortality, :s = splendia 1ntroduction; his Beyond the Gods z2ico being
30, looking at Buddhicst and faoist mysticizm, and hiz Gateway to Wisdom. QOthers are
Alan tlatts’ Tao: The Watercourse Way: Tihee Soo = Taoist Yoga: Ca Liu's The Tao of
Health & Longevity; Lu K an vu s Taoist Yoga; !.C.Lar s The Eight Immortals: Fobert
van Gulik = Sexual Life in Ancient China: Howard feid s The Way of Harmony: A Guide
to the Soft Martial Arts:; and, of Zowrse, L2o Tiu 5 essentral Tao te Ching...

References:
1. see Fritjot Lapra’'s Tao of Physics and Gury Zukav's, Dancing Wu-Li Masters.
2. Mastaro, Juan (trans.! The Dhammapada, Fenguin, 197
3. Taoism nas i1mpartec a strang2 1nfluence2 an ow contemporary theatre. Yoda, ot The
Empire Strikes Back, 1= nased an a fiorzf nermii archetype. The Force 15 the Tao.
4, John Hlofeia‘s, Taoism: The Quest for Immortality, 1984.
5. Edwin frnolc's, The Light of Asia.
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Centre for the Dissemination of ARlternative Studies

Are you interested in learning new skills and exploring alternative activities (i.e.
anything from Aromatherapy to Zen) but have been put off by the =iorbitant charges
for workshops and courses? Well, the answer has arrived: a group of people who are
interested i1n organising and running courses and workshops on just asout anything
that comes under the broad spectrum of "alternatives". The aim of the network is to
bring the people who want to learn together with thaose who have skills to offer, and
to run courses that won't cost you an arm or a leg to attend.

The network also intends to publish a reqular newsletter detailing all forthcoming
evente and coursees, and reviewing e:xisting courses which run both within and outside

the network. The first study course 1is on #editation - giving an overview of
techniques and systems, and not applying a singular doctrine. It 1 a six week

cour=ze, at Shipley Library Meeting Room 1, starting at 7pm. The dates ot the ceurse
ar2 7 July, l4th, 2ist, 28th, 4th and 11 August. A voluntary donaticn of a quid
woulast be appreciated to help cost of room hire. There are also ccurses being
plarmea on Tarot and Earth Mysteriecs.

8o, 1t you consider ycurself able to organise and lead courses, or if ,;ou just want
to find out m@moi2 ahout what will he on affer, write tao Stephen Hart, Centre tar the
Dissemination o+ Alternative Studies, c/c Earth magazine. Ideas anc gestures of
encouragement, heip, will be geruinely weicomed. Get in touch witi 1t...

Earth Mysteries, PaganLink, Occult, & UFO Meetings, Moots & Lactures, etc.

The Ley Hunter ‘s Moot, 1989 - Britain's top annual Earth HMysteries gataering, this
year to be heid on Saturday, July 22, at tre Guiidhail Art Centre, 27 Zastgate St,
Gioucaster.  Spearers :inciude: Caitlin Matthews on *ho  ifabinogion: Caroline Malone
an A.e0Ury ana Earth Mysteri2s in rlaita;  Peter Kennedy on folk aancas & craditionsg

LA
Glenn Bishop on saci2ag landscape geometry; Ralph Noyes an  tho mystery =rop
phanomena; Bill Lewis an e2nerqy dowsing: ana Paul Devereux an droam incugant
Tigan sice. lickets: at the door, 9.%50: 1n advanc2, 8.50; 0AFs and unompio,od, a.00.

The Fourth Merlin Conference will be hela at Caxton House, Archway, Lcnson NI§ IRG
on Sepremoer 2I-24.  Vickets, 19.00, from BCM 3721, Longon WCLIM 3AX International
UFO Congress - To ae heid at the Londen Business Schoal, ar 3Zaker ruie, an id-ia
Juiy. Write, FU Eox 314, Fenn, High wycombe, Buckinghamshire HFI1Q SFL :or cetalls.

Paganl.ink Gatherings: Birmingham = Meciings every Monda,, firom Jpm anuairas: contact

Norman Clinton, 34b Bletchley Rd, Erdington. 1i1i! Bradford - Fagans . Lhe

cirsc Friday  of 2very wonth  ab, The il ossroads Cluw, Leeds #d, Laisz: LYy Fiom

7 30pm onwerds, Liiil Crewe - Dicnysos Group meets montiiy:  conbact Sran on G477

24177 +or detais ‘iiit Darwen, Lancs. - Fagans meer on  the firel Tae=day every

monkth &t ihe istone, 8pm onwarco, A Harrogate - fagans

zon. Grus Bml o T odetallzs an Haovagate &0683. 10! Leeds -~ “iyanz

g I sda b wmonch At Zpn omessces. V0.0 North London -
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Witches in Yorishire: Do They Exist? - An Investigation by Barry Hairbrush

ihiig mont the punlicatron of Witches Eat Babies, Really, b, tho me.crand @ onen

Borr,. in it 15 a artoss and  ivand. 2 oposcs of the oncult scone e verishaee,

Reverana Berry envloarne  the surange rites of wilrpes, and  how they culminate tnel:
Orygies 0f I oand Iacraifice winth o the  diapprag of A tleee-aloton nuclear warpcad on

local vii.zaes.

’lt s ne toie ue whiern we erraved ot hits hiemc we anter.itw him. “ENE
(4l towecn deion2te ¢ taclical puclieer woopnn = Kial e, ofhorn

th mezt t:ful  counts ymade. ithousan ! people e 10 the  blosd

ac cstallise strewcnes for wles.”

When we as.2d  him why this had never oeen reported in Lhe news, he epupiaqinec that

repoctors r2re ton scarad of being “oursed”  to ca,y, anythinc pul iy . me mentioned

aone Sury reforter  who asked "too many  gQuestians” and was ater  "blasted" by occult

pouera. *was terribicz sa1d Merry.,  "he owas tound Lying 10w heap ounsiaoe the
Rolloci €riniing ciuwb an Scho, hardly able @ wale o7 speal properly. Hi1o eyesn were
all Elo:CE =L, and ing nese had gone a braght reo :n)uur...hnd, Like & aood-many
occult vacuims, he slan) ot & strange Scotch-iike sunstance.”

The Rever 2nz € hool coantaelns & 9o9d many anccgotes by those who have w tnessed the
rites of sc-called “witcneg". Mr Rupert [Druas, an urnemp!oyed shelf-titter, says: "I
was on  my way home onne night, when | heara this strange singing comng  from the
woods. bren I went to look I saw a circle of nakec peoplic dencing round tne blar:ing
effiqy of a rabid guy psychapath wolt-wman, cnalned to an inverted Zrosc and zinging
the ancient Theiemic folk-song, "On Ilkley Hoor Faar hraat." Then three noodec
figures car-yving Yzi's appeared and started amurdering & lorry-load of tittens.”

EBut Feverand FEerry ie not the only one cashing 1r on the current occult "craze'.
Last montti. Her magazinc published an couplicit erticle cetailing the practices of
black magic. Secret practices, including making young children eat quiche lorraine
over whict, Satanic 1nvocations nad been made, wore revealed. be spoke to Her

reporter, Zrent Cruce: "I heai'd that the magazine wanted a =ztory about the occult,
s0 1 went tc see child welfare expert, Mre Diane Twatt, and offered her five hundred
quid to tell mo about tho occult. 1 was chocied to hear what she told me, and

franktly, some parts, like the bit wth the virgin ostricn and the SS officer ‘s bocts
wore a bt hard to nelieve. But I printed them anyway."

We sent cf+ for one of Mrs Twatt’'e Child Protection Packs - & qroup of leatlets ex-
plaining how children get into the occult, and how to spot tne tell-tale =igns. "1
children are qoing uround with sworde, iinives and ce on sticling out of their bodiec
1t'e pose:ble they may have heen involved in magical rituals. But often the signs
are more sustle. Walkaing, taliking, coing homework, watching tele/sision and eating
food, are eil signe that your child may have been possesseo by occult forces.”

When 1 went to interview Mres Twatt, I was told by the Matron in charge that special
appointments were necessary to see any of the inmates, and so was unable to cpeak to

her. But, all in all, it would seem tihat witchcraft is as rife as ever in
Yorkshire. Occult aqroups, many of them financed by the IRR and the FLO, are
creating m3;hem and destruction across the whole county. but some brave christian

souls are fighting back. This week, the Reverand Logar Ferry went with a torch-lit,
hymn-singing procession, to Greeblie Hill where, in 1643, four witches were burned
for "looking at" someone’s dog. Amidst great cries of Halielujah, the Reverand
Berry erected a three-hundred foot concrete statue of Jesus on top of the hill.

"It was my crowning glory," the Reverand said. "We all =stood round and sang gocpel
music and looked up at the statue. Then a police car full of National Trust
officials arrived and ! was arrested!"

The Reverand Berry's book, Witches Eat Babies, Really, is publiched by Uplifting
Eooks Ltd, a divicion of Christ is God (trademark) Inc, Alabama, USA and costs 9.50.
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Our Fathers in Heaven - by David Medina

The mystery of the origin of living species has fascinated mankind for centuries.
Until Darwin’'s Theory of Evolution emerged, the only explanation of origin was
contained in the Bible (Genesis 1 & 2). Darwin provided scientists with an
explanation that they could readily accept and thus the theory became dogma.
Anthropological discoveries must be be made to fit the evolutionary concept. Eut
some palaeontologists, such ac Dr Monty White,* now find that they cannot entirely
accept evolution because i1t 1is not supported by the fossil record. In the
television documentary, Genesis Fights Back (BBC1, 22 Movember, 1981), Dr White
agreed that evolution took place within particular species but pointeag out that the
huge gaps between major animals, with no transitional forms, do not support Darwin’'s
claims. Also, Dr White is not the first to state that, "Some discoveries have been
suppressed because they didn’'t fit the evolutionary view."

The TV documentary concentrated on Darwin versus Genesis, and the third lesser knawn
theory was not mentioned. The third theory is only a slight modification of the
creation concept. The clue lies in one word, £lohim, from which GoJ 1s translated
in the Bible. All Hebrew worde ending "im* are plural; theretore ‘“elomim” means
"the Geds.," (In the beginning, the 5eds createa the heaven and the Earth.")

Genet:ic engineering has proaressed sufticiently for scientists to create changes in
i1fe forms. The universe 1s oid enouah for i1nhabitants of a differnt world to have
evoived millions of years ago. way beyond the scope ot our scientists. They may well
have been anle to create a new world, comnlete with various forms of life, 1n six of
their daye.

Many reli1gious writingz speak ot gods whu vescended and ascended: amidst swoize and
fire: 1n flery charitols; 10 satps; or 1n & “cloud”. There are sutfici:ent references
in the Bibile alore to +ill a beok. Thaugh different from numans in appearence, the
gods were huwranold o form. Tn2  eract worags 1n uenes1s (il (k.ing Jdames Version)
are:  “ana God saxd, Lél us make man In our image, arter wour own likeress..." The
words "us” and "our" can swely leave no doubt that 1t should read, “the gods.”

The gods waiked with Adam 1n the Garden ot Eden. To produce Eve, idam was anaesthe-
tisea ana had one of his ribs removed by skillful surgery (Genesis 2r2i-22) Humans
were nuw a0ile to  reprocuce, tut the gods had also procreated children. In bGenesis
Std, 10 12 wrrtten, "There were grants in the Earth i1n those days; and also after
that, whern the sons of the g¢eds came i1n unto the daughters o+ men, and they bare
children ro thewm, the samne became mighty men which were of old, men of ranown.”

4 Frencnman, Claude Yorilhon, claims tc have met a spaceman t+rom the planet ot our
creqiiors who kold hum that, upen nis distant planet a long time ago, scientists wera

esperimenting watih DNR Lo proouce life forms. Because the creatures tnat they mace
mer nudeaus andg A potential canger, their werid governament  told the sziencists o

canuuct tre:r experiments olseunere.  ihis  planet was both suritaple and devorg of
Pife. &.2r, spocies of alant and  an 1 1ndividually creatod over thouczands of
years., Some creatw es, inclucing mannind, Underwent numercus Anpfﬂhsmeu*s. There
wan 0 2valubion  (Ehoagh 2avaranme2neal adaptatians occurred) - 2ach new  mogel
resuited trom & revisec glan, as 30 motor cars tooay.

Afier this revalation, Ciade Yortlbon., enown as ®fael, rounced he Raelan dovement,
winich nou has an 1nternational membership Ot aver  Lwelve thousand. They pelieve
thatc sty tal screntiscs ed ife on this planet because tnis makres wore

1st:

1 Churcies.

sense 1 s theory and (he 2xeion "concept! taught in che

Further Reading: edina, Elohim’'s Nursery. wvariaola from coe aubthaor at,
o Oranc o t. 18 Spencor Huli, Londor Slw 4y, for o.33 inc.pép.

VYorilhor., Liaage.  Space Aliens Took Me to Their Planet Britisn wKae::an lovement,
BCi4 iMinerre . Loncon WOLN 2XX. Avasianle +or 9.50, 1nc.u¥p.

* Wales Umiversrty, Instrtute of Science » Yecnnoicgy, auther of What About Origins?




The Megalithic Faults of Rombald's Moor and District

Rombald ‘s Moor incorporates Keighley, Addingham, Ilkley, Bingley and Baildon Moors,
plus a couple more, but these are enough for this article. Stretched across th:s
relatively small geographical area are archaenlogical sites from the megalithic era
that number around 500 - perhaps more! The majority of these sites are cup-and-ring
stones (CRs for short). The rest are cairns, cairn circles, tumuli, monoliths and
megalithic rings. (3} 0f the old stone circles, none are too impressive when viewed
against the panoramas of Callanish, Rollright and such ilk. But the people of those
times found i1t worth their while to construct these now rickety-looking sites and,
whatever their present quise, their significance cannot be overlooked.

Today, as the centrali cere of Earth Mystery studies inclines attention once again to
these tascinating old circles, legitimate scientific back-up 1s coming out with some
damn good-looking resuits. UFO phenomena, long suspected by some hair-brained doods
(myself included when [ was 13') ta be linikkad to leys which linked to stone circles,
turns out to have an indirect role by inferrence to the Earth's geolog:cal weak
spots which also  appear to communz with  megalithic sites. (2) This 1in itself may
cound a little hair-orained. Why the heil ancient man should wanna stand monoliths
and stone circles clos2 and 1n 1mmediate conjunction with fault lines doesn 't
1mtially make any szense at all. I must admit that when first reading these remarke
I was thoroughly sceptical. But, the standing stones and circles of this country
seemirigly were agesignea wnere, todavy, geologists have accurateiy mapped surface
faulting. Simiiarly, the proximity of stone circles to running water has been rem—
drkoed gpon: with sawme roesearchers postulating a deliberate siting to i1t. Underwood's
followers would undountedly nod venemently at this. To some, it may sound a very
trivial peint; bBut water has extremely peculiar electromaqnetic proparties.

In the illustrations accompanying thise article 1t can be noted with precise

regularity the incidence of stone circivsgeo-faulting relationship. At Braagup

circle (SE 04 SE 087974393), also known

as Brass Castle (a s1te which was ad‘ccx

recordec by Turner i1n 1888 tc nave 18

stones), w=hich nhas 2 history of haunt- E“E S&M}

1ngs, a tfault line touches the south

z1de of the now hareiy visible remains m”“?
uk<

v"é

jacent te Bradup contlcues  westwards .

until 1t meets Rivoc: Edge, a nighly

cignificant rocky area containing many F‘G-‘

UK designs. [t 15 thougnt that the CRs -

and the circie at Bradup have some

grromantic reraclonsnin - grobabty with

(Fig.1). A stream runs 1mmediately to
i85 northern side.  Tho fault line ad-

the circle being the focal peint  of
aractical usa.,  The  tauit line whicn
runs along its <:10e nere is the long-—
ast around this ragisn 2f the moors.
A Fss-z—
At the picturesque j1ttse circie of
Soy (SE 14 3W 1TT48542813) , winich
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destroyed for the purpose  of puiiing
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* The incidence of psychoactive plants at

Weecher Reservoir there. Although we
don’'t have clear-cut records as to its
exact 0S reference point, the figure SE
14 SW 13494209 was ascertained. Lo and
behold, a fault 1line runs virtually
right under this spot! A fast-running
stream runs aside here. Additionally,
this same fault when continued westwards
misses Spy Hill by only twenty-five
metres (Fig.2)! If any antiquarians
amongst you can find anymore info on
this destroyed Weecher circle, please
let us know about it. There may well
have been some very important geomantic
relationship between these two sites
which has unfortunately been lost to us
by its destruction.

And now we come to the scruffy, but
effective little site of Hornciiffe
Circle (SE 14 SW 1313943543). This site
has a running well very close to it
which has never recordedly dried up.
Certainly it was the only place (bar
Silver Well) on the moors in the summer
of ‘76 which was still running. Faerie
were reputedly seen here in times past
according to local folklore. And accor-
ding to the geology map, a close-knit
clump of fault lines accumulate here
(Fig.3). The south edge of the circle
runs 10 metres from the closest one, and
the well is equally clase. Psychedelic
fungi are also apparent here -~ which may
bear relevance to the faerie-taie.*

The other remaining circles upon I[lkley
Moor are the Twelve fpostles (SE 14 NW
12624507) and the Grubstones circle (SE
14 SW 13634473). As we can seg, the
Grubstones site is actually enclosed by
two adjoining fault 1lines. The north
and south sides of the overgrown circle
are just about touched by the faulting
(Fig.4). This particular megalithic
structure has the gr=atest geo-fault
relationship. Its proximity to a number
of large cairns, tumuli ana CR designs
undoubtedly made it an 1mportant
geomantic point. An alignment here

ancient sites is more common than you'd

think. Mear Bradup, Horncliff, Brackenhall and around MWeecher we have found the
species Parnagedlus  campanulatus, Panaecius sphinctrinus and Psriocybe semilanceata.

there are prehably more, hut specific

wark along these lin2s has naver heen

ser1ously carried out. Certainty in Cornwall, where a profus:ion of old stone sites
clutter che land, a Psrlocybe-spocies 1ndigenous only to Cornwall has boen reperted

by the mycologist and natural historian,

John Ramsbottom. The  possible growth ot

tihrs species at the oldg stone sitos there may prove blatantly wncidental 1f anyone

would care to look. You never know!

Certainly such plants are reputed to grow

adjacent to Rollright (Amanita muscaria), Castieriag, Arbor low and Long Meq. The
hailucincaenic Acorus calamus mav well protuse at a number ot sites wherever boaqgy.
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appears evident to the midsummer sun-

set. This hasn’'t been confirmed how-

ever, sodon’'t take it as gospel! The

ad jacent cairn-field to its north runs

concurremt with the direction of

faulting immediately below and around

it. Perhaps the one circle with the

furthest geo-fault distance from it is

the one shich everybody visits each

Summer Solstice - with possibly as

great a distant as 15 metres (Fig.S). e
Never theless, magnetic deviations have

been recorded here with a compass, al- Sheana
though only at one stone. Unfortun-
ately thas wasn’'t repeated when Faul
and Charta Devereux looked at it
recently - but such is the way with
these bloody places! Nevertheless 1
it ‘s any consolation, a UFO was seen
over the site in 1976.

i

And now, shifting south to Baildon
Moor (named after Baal-Dun, or Hill of
Baal), we come to Brackenhall (SE 13
MW 13353%08) . This large and utterly

ghwaen

unromant:c large stone ellipse i1s also Aﬂcﬁta
passed by a prominent fault in the Eu y
Earth (F:g.6). A very strong stream is ._:iiz Cuc

down the cliffs to its side. LIFO phen-
omena were reported around this reqion

~in 1989, winich wers checked and  tound

to be earthlights. One of the ELs was
traversing the fault which here passes
Brackennail. The barely visible cairn
circle site, 300 metres north ot here
(SE 14 Sk 13254013), 15 also nemmexd in
by ftault lines as Fig.7 indicates.

~— FAULT Ldexg

There are many others, and I could propably highlight these types ot incidences for
tens of naages. If Collyer 's (1) briet remark reqarding  a possible stone circle
above White VWells 1s accurate, 1ts coincidence to taulting +taollows again tne
ascer taiaed pattern. There are individual standing stones on  the moors, all of
which miaic this same modet: one ot them, the Filchara Stone, below the cairn tieid
north o4 firubstones, =tands right on a fault. Localicsed CR groups f{there are four
main ones here) appear to cluster where agreater concentrations ot 2arth taulis are
char ted. A laraqe number  of  tihe bhiahly decorative ones. considerad ~f nigh
1impertance, are riaht on top ot stones where taulting occurs. ihe Swastilia. Fancake
and even Badaer Staono (stuci:  out alone wnere taults seem far from  avidenn! stiil
sticks te this rigid pattern. FEvidently there's somethinn aago 'n this geojoay lark!

This apposition isn t ojust welrd, vt s utterty remarkanie.  How and uny shnowld this
sort at thing take place~ Ano not just here, but all over the countrv? (2)

wherae we find weak spots such  As  tault  lines wn the Earth s crust, physical
peculiaritios not generarly acquaanted with  the Newtonian zorcepl o+ the univerze

ara guven tne oppartunity Lo ocour. The eloctromaanetic zpectriud Qe bimes DeNaves
10 wass that corntravene the accepted svstem deveiooed av nid-time physicists. Along
these rungs  1tn the alanet ¢ surface, qgravity, and henc» spacatime. 1s semetimes

warped. This essence alone has preomirent. contributions to make opurely screntitic
flelds. fhere have peon bthe rare tncigences of roported time-siips at stone circles,
whnich may well be expiainable 1n the liaht ot thig auopnysical anomaiv. [t the :in-
cidence ot taulting becomes apparent at thesee spats ana a  "triqgger”' ot a celostiad

nature (wnich 13 secemngly the case) activates the discharqge ot naturai enerqles, we

32

have potentials that can stimulate what are generally called "supernatural" events.

Where we find the large clusters of CR designs, it has been ascertained through
ufological, astronomical and dowsing works, that the natural localised energies are
affected by the movements of the heavenly bodies. -And, as bursts of energy predomi-
nate more where faulting is associated, the clustering of the CRs around clusters of
faulting would seem to be a calculated effort. In work that I°'ve done in the past,
it’'s been clearly demonstrated that natural celestial cycles and the waxing-waning
of the Moon have triggered local emissions of electromagnetic energy, initiating the
uprise of UFO flaps. (6) Keel found similar things in the late 60s and early 70s.
(4) Michel Gauquelin's statistical works have confirmed other natural geocelestial
cyclic relationships. Wiccans and magickians have known for centuries of the links
between the Earth's weak spots and the activation that astronomical alignments can
have on it. They’'ve called 1t natural magick. Add to this the eerie properties
found in water. At sites where its presence 15 visible, magickal potential 1s
increased moreso. Water is extremely sensitive to the variations in the Earth's
magnetic field, the Moon and the solar wind, which 1n turn form electromagnetic
fields of varying proportions. Add this aspect to the geological emissions, and we
have a very promising laboratory in a stone circle. This 1s "scientific magick".

Water has been described by Lyall Watson as, "Something tantamount almost to a sepa-
rate sense organ." (7) He describes how a German engineer, Theodor Schwenk, did
experi ments with water when an eclipse occurred and found that it appeared to be
both sensitive to events, aswell as impressionable. His results mimickea somewhat
the ideas of T.C. Lethbridge’'s, where he accounts water to a medium with the
capacity to ‘"record" events and emotions, as if on the occultist’'s etheric field.
These are later "played back" when the Earth, Sun, Moon and whatever else are
aligned, and are encountered by people who 1interpret them as ghosts, etc. Schwenck
wrote, "A stream, bubbling mainly over stones, forms countless inner sur+aces and
tiny vortices, which are all sense organs open to the «cosmos." (my italics) AN
article on water in a forthcoming Earth will highlight its further peculiarities.

Where stone circles are found, the enerqgies there are not to be played witn. As any
good .magi-ktan will tell you, don't mess around with the forms that you can activate
at these places. You are very likely to be toying with the raw might ot the electro-
magnetic spectrum. Others might call 1t, God'! Keel 's hypothetical proposition of a
"superspectrum", () amidst which live the energies which affect every living thing

and influence consciousness, is far from a loopy 1dea. Ufnlogists thought so when he

propounded 1t in ‘75, but the thoughts he expounded then, retlect well in the light
of recent discoveries 1n quantum physics. Everything - absolutely averything - is
answerable within this superspectrum. Whilst consciousness can at+tect and, to a
degree, mamipulate the varying constitutions of it, there ar2 very dangerous avenues
pursued here. Again, any magickian will tell you this.

Microuaves, gravity, uitraviolet, ultrasound, bioenergy, gamma and X-rays...ali are
energigs available to the planet where the surface grows thin. None are to be toyed
with, #nd yet at the old sacred sites where concentrations of these cnerqies appear
at certain times - solstices, equinoxes, sunrises, sunsets - the entire ootential o+
2tl thi= 13 at hand. UFOs and the host of what are generally hknown as supernatural
phenomena dwell here. reel told us ail this twenty years ago. And now. with the
zapactities avartlable to us today, through the progressive scientitic work:ngs into
earthiignt phenomena, all the old magick 1s coming back. But, because consciousness
iz a very large part of the energies which are waiting to be exnlarea nere, keel's
ultraterrestrials are still]l there...war1ting for us to enter the:r gomain...

i. Coilyer, Robert % Turner, J.Horsfall. Ilkley: Ancient and Modern. 3Jtley, 18835,
2. D rew:, Paul. Earthlights. Turnstone, (9817,
Hoduyes, John (Ed). The Carved Rocks on Rombald‘'s Moor. Wi¢MCC, :+¥8s.
4. ¥eel, John A. UFOs: Operation Trojan Horse. Souvenir FPress, .771.
5. kKeel, John A. The Eighth Tower. EF Dutton, 1973,
&, UFOs and the Lunar Function, UFOQ Brigantia, ho.é.
7. watson, Lyall. Earthworks. Hodder % Stoughton, 1984,
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Lake Monster Traditions: A

_—T -— T —— Cross-Cultural Analysis - Michel Meurger
- R = g;—c’i with Claude Gagnon. Fortean Tomes, 1
= S-g = = Shoebury Rd, East Ham, London E6é 2A4.
== *‘,_"-_é'&?—'-opz 31 Photos, 141 Illus. 8 Haps, notes.
_— *—b"‘ =M= Bibliography, S Indexes. ISBN 1 870021
=T =N1= = 002. 320pp. 12.95.
—E == EB _— A book on lake monsters reviewed by a
-] fosmmi Yy - B0 — ufologist? Stranger things happen at

;

sea and stranger things certainly happen
in this book by Meurger and Gagnon. But
it’'s why they happen, or are reported to
happen, that makes this book so fascinating. Meurger refutes the two main 20th
Century arguments about lake monster origins, i.e. that they’'re either a) products
of some shamanic-type experience, or b) they’'re creatures which have so far remained
hidden from science. He says of these two conflicting camps, "The top hat of
scientism and the feather-hat of neoc-shamanism are full of holes.” Thus stated,
Meurger goes on to prove this statement by taking the reader on what is, for me, the
best roller-coaster ride of lake monster sightings, beliefs, traditions, facts,
fictions and ephemera that you will ever read. And I mean, ever. The writing style
is dense but 1lucid. Bear with it and it pays dividends with gems of information.
The illustrations are profuse, rarely seen and as pertinent as the text. The whole
book is a delight to have in the hands.

"Evidence" and that hoary old chestnut, "the reliable witness" is often raised. As
with other areas of anomaly there’'s 1little hard evidence, but soft evidence abounds
in the form of a person who will, say, testify 1in court that he/she has seen a
monster; or 1n an event such as when the Danish Royal Commission announced their
belief in Mermen, because they’'d seen one, and was used to back up belief 1in the
solid nature of lake monsters. As Meurger says, the folklore of lake monsters was
"scientirficated and otficialized" - from this reviewers point of view, just as the
folklore of ufology is now similarly being treated.

The geographical areas covered include North America and Continental Europe and are
covered in depth. The subject areas range from Abductions to Witches. Witness testi-
mony and historical items dot the pages, all held together by Meurger ‘s penetrating
comment on, and analysis of, lake monster origins and analoqies. Meurger's ultimate
idea seems to be that the lake monster 1is a product of our own imaginations, spun
from consideration and re-telling of the stimulus/event after it happened. The
stimuli likely to be floating logs, big fish or strange waves; mirroring the psycho-
social hypothesis so obvious, but yet so ignored in ufology. Those of you who think
that because Meurger posits this idea and disputes the "occult" or "real" origins of
these mytholoaical monsters should think again. That the human mind can evoke these
monsters and the attendant mythclogy from simple misperception and the cultural con-
text in which it operates, is more fantastic than either of the refuted theories.

Besides lake monsters, Meurger also covers the whole range of other anomalies seen
in conwmnction with lake monsters, or in areas where LMs have been seen, thus
showing the ‘leakaqe’ between anomalies and cultural conditioning of the same. We
have UFBs, ghosts, mystery submarines (wonderful subject'), ghost-ships, humanoid
connections with LMs, mermaids/men, underground passage lore and much much more, all
ski1llfully woven into the tapestry of anomaly as folklore. From a ufologist’'s point
of view this book makes mind-boggling reading. Just substitute "UFO" +for "lake
monster® and the @avents ar® the same. A vast myth conjured up and nurtured by the
society which i1n turn +feeds 1t. The whole thing is & carousel of sightings, media
reports, books and back to the sightings again. As in ufoloqy, we are nat examining
lake monsters, merely reports ot lake monsters; and with the eiception of the odd
ambilquoes photograph the two fields are eractly the sama and frequently cross over.

As Tim Dinsdale caid ot the Loch Ness Monster, but which i1s applicable to any of the
monster locations in  this book, "This business (of Loch Mess) serves as a kind ot
mirror reflectina human behaviour." Lake Monster Traditions is one ot the most

important books on the subject of anomalies in general to have appeared in the last
forty years. No more, no less. Like Fortean Times, one of whose editors is behind
this book ‘s publishing, a review of this length cannot begin to do Jjustice to 1t,
and I have only scratched the surface of ideas and events dealt with in this book.
Fresumably of a limited-print run, this work may not be available for too long and
it's my view that anyone interested in anomalies would be foolish indeed not to have
this Fortean Tome on their bookshel f. Reviewed by, Ardy Roberts.

A Folk Herbal - Jon Hyslop & Paul Ratcliffe. Radiation Publications, PO Box 343,
Oxtord QX4 3P2. 1lllus. Biblio. ISBN 1-871889-00-6. S2pp. 3.50.

This small, but beautifully-produced book, is a delight to the eye. Its contents,
although far from voluminous, capture the herbal arts in a manner that's well-
presented and, I'd say, as they should be done. Although the authors only cover ten
herbs here, they're each approached by covering their histories, folk names,
medicinal and magickal uses. And within these ten herbs, five are well-known to
entertainers into altered states of consciousness. We 're told this of course!
Ferhaps of interest to psychoactive followers will be the authors' chapter on flying
ointments - a subject coverad in very few books these days, 'but one which 1s known
to be interesting more and more people. Wiccan and mythical histories are presented
within the contexts of each specimen, some with note of recipes to aid clairvoyance
and such aids. It‘s very good stuff and a work that's very much worth adding to any
herbal library. I only wish my British Magickal Herbal was going to look lika this!

The Occult Census: Statistical Analyses & Results - Edited, Compiled by Chris Bray.
Sorcerer '5 dpprentice Prezs, Hyde Park Corner, Leeds L56 ZNW, Hest Yorkshire. ISEN
1-872132-00-5. 40pp. Large SAE plur 2 x 19p stamps.

"The first ever statistical analysis of the population, involvements, interests and
opinions of occultists in the United Kingdom," as it's described. Certainty it's
that., and bases 1t3 conclusions on a poll of more than a thousand occultists across
this land. Let ‘s be honest with ourselves here: those who knew the analysis was
being done had a good tdea of good results at the end of it. Over 80% polled had
vocations considered (socially) very respectable. Coppers, politicians, scientists,
doctors, nurses, pilots...the list goes on. Other figures indicative aof the social
respectability aspect showed that 48% of those polled owned their own car/s. Higher
than thz national average. 457 own their own homes. Higher than the national
averane. Indeed, virtually all of the percentage figures detailing the thoughts and
activities of Fagans/occultists, etc., showed explicit regard for Life, with an
overall illustration overturning the Mr Geoffrey (big, fat and sweaty) Dickens crap
that "occultists molest children/are pervies/disregard social values", etc. Hope-
fully he might listen to this (although I doubt it). From a sociclogicai viewpoint,
this report gives good press to "weirdoes" - the main protlem now, 1s actually
getting the Press to highlight the gocdness within it.

Yorkshire Holy Wells and Sacred Springs - Edna Whelan &% Ian Taylor. MNorthern Lights
Publications, PO Box 113, Dunnington, York Y01 SJH. Illus. 18 Haps. Biblio. ISBM
1-869939-02-3, 80pp. Z.95.

@fnother little qem from this fast-arowing publishing aqroup - this ic the first work
of 1tz kind wn  Yorksihire this century. Although this isn't a concise juide te the
old wells and sacred waters of our county, it goes a long way towaras that end.
Herein, d2tails of mor2 than 100 old sites - many with accustcmed teqends and folk
tales attached to them - are both illustrated and written of. Wherever possible the
authors nave attempted to krace information relating to their heaiing and medicinal
properties. These, coupled with tales of local Gods and, mora ofter, Gocdesses,
vieaves us & quided amaigam of ancient sacred springs and welis -that captivate the
essence of the Fagan spirituality at sucn magicai sites. At "trese olid flowing
zcanes, the Earrth Spirit  ikself suffusez in grzat webs. it's little =zurprise that
the authorc fcund numercus tales of faerie, ghosts, and sntitiecs !ilke the malicious
Jenny fireenroeth .and even the fevil himsalf! Elsewhera, the great God #an reputedly
lived! (Certainly, those of you who follow the ways of the Earth Spirit, and others
whose interects lie within the local Earth Mysteries fields can’t fail to pass this
bock. As an addition to the literature of Fagan folk and field studiec, we have an
invaluabie contribution nere. 1 eagerly look forward to the proposed Yelume II...



EXCHANGE MAGALZINES

The Ley Hunter - The Magazine of Earth Mysteries, and probably the world’'s No.1l on
EM, EL. & other such matters. Excellent! Subscription is 6.00 for 4 issues, or 1.50
each from, PO Box S5, Brecon, Powys LD3 7LU, Wales.

Fortean Times - The Foremost Journal of Strange Phenomena. Quite brilliant! 1.75
each or 7.00 for 4 from, Bob Rickard, 96 Mansfield Road, London NW3 2HX.

Strange - Brilliant quality American Fortean mag with names like Keel, Anton Wilson,
Devereux, Coleman & Chorvinsky. Single copy $3.95 + #1.50 postage, or #18.95 for 4
issues, to Strange Magazine, Dept.2, PO Bo: 2244, Rockville, Maryland 20832, USA.
The Lamp of Thoth = Quarterly publication of the Sorcerer’'s Apprentice, covering all
aspects of the occult, magick & Pagan matters, etc. 2.75 each or 10.60 for 6
successive copies from, 4-8 Burley Lodge Road. Leeds LSé6 1QF, tlest Yorkshire.

Meyn Mamwo - Ancient Stones % Sacred Sites of West Penwith, Cornwall. A Fagan-—
orientated earth mysteries mag. Sample copy 1.50 or 4.50 per annum +from, S1 Carn
Bosavern, St. Just, Penzance, Cornwall TR19 7QX.

Moonshine - A lively, informative Pagan magazine. Out & times a year. 1.50 each an

6.00 a year from, Rich Westwood, 498 Bristol Road. Selly Q0ak, Birmingham R2%? =ED.

The Hookah - Fublication of the Legalise Cannabis Campaign. Occasional mag hased on
donations (send 95p and you'll get a Hookah). Back 1ssues are available. For info
on both the maoc & the LCC write. EM Cannabis 2455, London WC1H ZXX.

New Dimemsions - The ronthly Magazine of Esoteric Law. (.00 each or 9.00 per annum
from, i{Mark Saunders Fublications., 1 Austin Close. Irchester, PMorthants NN? 7AX.
Vision Seeker & Sharer - Quarterly eco-Pagan. Amerindian % #boriginal support wmay,
very goas for just 79p each or 3.00 per annum from, Rainbow Funiications {(cheques/
P0s to thewm), PO Bo: HK9, Leeds LS11 BJIP, West Yorkshire.

Sut Anubis - The magazine of the occult % esoteric. Original articles on Paganism,
Crowle:anity, ceremonial magick, wicca, etc. 1.50 each or §.75 +for 4 +trom,
Occul tigue, 73 Kettering Road, Northampton NNt 4Al.

Nox = The magamine of the Abyss. Magici, Chaos, Lovecraft, etc. 3.00 per annum
from, Stephen Sennitt, 15 Oxford Stree, Mexborough Sé64 SRL, South Yorkshire.
International UFQ Reporter - Mag of the J.Allen Hynek Centre for UFO Studies. %38
per annum from, 2457 West Peterson AAvenue, Chicago, Illinois a0659, USA.

Northern Earth Mysteries - publication of the aroup of the same name. 1.33 each o
3.00 per annum from, Rob Wilson, 103 Derbyshire Lane, Morton Lees, Sheffield S8 9EN
The Kabbaligt - CGuarterly publication of the International Order of kabbailsts.
3.00 per annum or 1.00 each from, 25 Circle Gardens, Merton Fark, london SW19 IZJX.
Northern UFQ News =~ Mag of the Northern UFQ Netwark. 1.00 each or &.00 per annum
from, Jemney Randles, 37 Heathbank Rd, Cheadle Heath, Stociport SK3 OUF, Cheshire.
Dalriada - Paagan Celtic Journal. Quarterly publication @ 1.25 each or 4.00 per
annum from, Dun-na-Beatha, 2 Brathwic Place, Brodick, Arran KAZ7 BEN, Scot!and.

The Scotic Pagan ~ Fublished 6 times a year, and covering Faganism, Eif, etc. 5.00
per annum or 73p each from, 16 Glen Kinglas Road, Greenock, Inverclyde FAL6 INW.

Out from the Core - A magazine about radical healing. Singic copres @3p each or

2.50 for I issues from, Nick Totton, 23 tnowle Rd, Leeds LS4 2FJ, West Yorlishire.

UFO Brigantia - PMagatine ot the Independant UFO Network. 7.00 for & copies per
annum or 1.2% each trom, B4 Elland Road, Brighouse HD6 20R, West Yorlkshire.
Cosmology Newslink - Internaticnal tlagazine of the Cosmos. Ei1-monthly UFO, ghost,
parapsi mag from, 16 Mewton Green, Great Dunmow, Ecsex CM6 1DU tno prices given).

UFQ Newsclipping Service - Large monthly UFO/Fortean mag. ¥7 2ach or #B80 oger annum
from, Luius Farien, Route i - Bow 220, Flumerville, Arkansas 72127, USA.

Franz Bardon Foundation, (388 Garrison, No.A307, Lakewnod, Colorado 802135, USA.
Magonia - UFU0s, Society % the Individual. Quarteriy publication @ 93p eixch or 3.00
per annum from, John Dee Cottage, Mortlake Churchvard, london SiWiA BHE.

Gnomon - Faganism, festivals, EM % UFOs. Quarterly publication at 30p each or 2.00
per annum froin, John Harricon, 2 HKaggrave View, Barcby, Leicestershire LE7 8RE.
Spiral - the Magazine ot the Starcratt Networi. Channeling, #agantsm, maaick, etcs
Fublishes guarterly. 1.50 each ar 6.00 a year from, 8 King St. Glastonbury BAsé QJY.
Greenpeace, 29-35 Gladstone Road, Croydon., Surrey CR9 ZRF. Friends of the Earth,
26-28 Underwood Strceet, London i1 VT"}G. QKEE the new qlobal conservation group.
Infosdetarls from. The Ark Of+ice., SO0 Harrsw hd, London W9 ZGM. lel. Ol-Se6b-&67840,
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