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LEAD-IN: Firs·tly I must apologise for the lateness of issues reeently and 
state that I hope to have issues on a firner basis in the future. Though not 
noted at the end of the article by Paul Devereux in this issue, it is the 
first of three pieces from a large work he has compiled. This will follow 
on into issues 67 ind 68. Messrs Devereux and York have contributed a sum 
of· money towards T.L.H. costs which will mean that their researches can be 
given a lengthy appearance in these pages in ·the next two issues, which 
means that the magazine can be extende beyond its customary length, which 
is related to financial viability. Paul and Andrew have also discovered a 
church maze in Leicestershire in 1974 which is quite sensational. 

FAIRY TALES by Paul Screeton --- -- __.;..;..____;,....;...;.;. ((Reprinted from The Atlantean No �57 )) 
At the risk of putting my sanity in jeoparcy with regard to [�ome readers, I 

will share one of the oddest experiences of my }_ife. It happened about three 
years ago in the Border ci� of Carlisle. A winding road leads out to the St 
Anne's Estate and the traveller aligh�s outside The Redfern� Walking no�thwards 
parallel to the main Euston-Glasgow railway line a b�row can be seen in an 
adjoining field, by which until recently stood an ominous dere:ict mansion. 

Th� ·road is narrow and it is safest to walk on the grass. veree. On the sunny 
afternoon in question I stepped on a stone in the grass and halted. It was of 
glistening quartx and had been worked into a c6nvex shape and was deep�y em­
bedded. I stooped and touched it for about half a minute and then walked a 
oo�le of paces. Then I saw something move a yard o� so ahead of me. The object 
leapt as a frog does and was not dissimilar to such an amphibian, though meas­
uring about 5ft. It was brown, but its form was hazy, f;iff:i,.cul t to desGa"ibe,;; 

though could-be compared to a television screen when interfe�ence from A 
gadget without a suppressor drivas the picture lines crRzy. I was iomediately 

impEessed that I had perceived an elemental, 1:10 doubt through "DY consciousnas 
being raised by dr�wing in subtle energy f�om the crystal. 

It was an earth gnome, described by Geoffrey Hodson in his book "The Kingdom 
of the Godsn as _lanky, sometimes solitary, and disproportionatel:/to our senses. 
He regrded them as relics of the Lemurian epoch and possibly representations 
of such times. In England they are· always black, or, -as I saw, peat br own 
but he, unlike me, found their atmosphere decidedly ·unpleasant; I hav�· 
subse.quently touched this quartz rock and a simila.D on-..:e by a farm 100 yards 
or so away without incident. 

Regarding nature spirits, EL Gardner, in an introduction to one of Hodson's 
books, has·.succinctly stated: "Their motion or vibration is so comparatively 
rapid, their laws of activity so subtle, compared with the physical world, 
thatwords fail. to describe what is seen, and the vision fails to record all 
that one might wish to know of any given fact." 

Other readers may havu experienced some similar experience, but my second 
fa� tale ia the most phantasamagorical of its kind I have come across. The 
observer is a journalist who had previously had no experience whatsoever \v.ith 
the occult, and is in fact somewhat scepti�al of such. Being a keen naturalist 
he was unwilling to place his encounter into a mam�li�� category. __ He went to 
his coalshed in Seaton Carew around 8 p.mn one night in late February last 
year and s8w an ambling, oblong, white "thingn with vague legs., It was about 
1' high and was in view for about 15 secondse His reaction was shock and he 
told me that, had it nit been moving away from him as if disturbed, he wo��d 
have fled inside his house and bolted the door. 

. . 



THE FORGOTTEN HEART OF ALBION 

Some Aspects of Leicestershire Lore 

-- � � DEVEREUX --

The following material has been prepared in collaboration wi:th AliDREVl Y ORK, of 
Leicester • . He initially sent me sone of the information used here, after certain 
exchanges in "The Ley Hunter" • As our study became more widespread, he undertook 
further research both at my request and on his own initiative� A fa'ir amount of 
fieldwork was necessary to bring these pages to your attention and this has been 
shared equally between·· Andrev.;, my wife and myself. Unless otherwise stated, the 
map referred to in the follo'ltving pages is the O.S. 1" sheet 121 (1966 revised 
edition). 

OLD STONES 

HOSTON or Hm.ffiER STONE: Originally this was 8 or 10 feet tall "and lies on the 
ridge of an eminence, which though not the highest of neighbouring hills is yet 
conscpicuous for a vast distance froo the west • • •  the upper parts of the stone 
were broken off ·and the fosse levelled • •  obut the owner of the land who did this 
deed never prospered. afterwards • • •  fairies inhabited, or at least frequented this 
stone • • •  some years ago a person visiting it alone fancied he heard it utter a. 
deep groan." (Gentlemen's Library i.iag., 1813). The slopes on which the stone 
stood was known as "Hell Hole" - both words probably corruptions of the Celtic 
"heol" (road) as Watkins suggests. •rhere used to be a tradition that· the stone 
cou.ld rise out of th e ground. Dryden states that the stone was pentagonal "with 
its northern face exactly oriented." Today only the fosse and a few mUDps of 
stone remain but there is ·an impr�ssive view of the hill at Old John from the 
spot. This is the only stone recorded in Leicestershire on the o.s. sheet 121 
and but for that and the lore surrounding it the remains wo�ld probably have long 
since disappeared. SK 624071. 
THE OAKS HANC�ING STONE: "A spot which is about the centre of a triangle formed by 
that stone, Kite Hill, and the Tin l.:Leadows, was always called The G-rove. No one 
riding up to the lower side of the stone, on a spirited horse, can fail to notice 
the emotion of the animal; l-iir Gisbourne' s Scotch Cattle, on their first arriv&.l, 
always gaze at it with wonder. An old forester told me, 'I always take care never 
to be near it after twilight has begun.'"· (Potter, 1842). "This specimen, which 
is near.:- ·the Oaks church is best· reached from Shepshed • • •  1 The Grove r· • • •  is very 
suggestive of rite·s of vmrship." (Dare, 1925) o 'fhis stone is unmarked on the 1" 
map as is Kite Hill. A Cat Hill \lood is marked, though, and there may be a case of 
misnomer on the part of the o.s. ·£he vicar of the Oaks chu:ech had a 2#1 map with 
the stone marked on it, however. \'le were able to observe it at some distance • .A 
hanging stone is one where the top portion overhangs the lower and is supposed to 
be natural. 'l'his exanple is about 15ft tall, solitary except for a bush, and looks 
as if it hns been transplanted from Avebury! The rock is intimately bound up 
with local lore and must be considered a siEe of significance. SK 466161. We have 
not yet been able to identify the "Tin 1·.1eadows" and thus have so far failed to 
locate "The Grove". We note that "Tin" was an old term for holly, hovmver, and 
our inquiries continue. _ 
STONES ON LONG BUCK HILL: "A large flat rock called 'The Altar Stone' • • •  is on 
Long Buck Hill • • •  and is about 6ft by 3ft. Some people consider it to show signs 
of having been dressed by human hands • • •  I am inclined to agree. It is to be 
observed that there is a curious circle of stones on the crest of-the hill above." 
(Dare). All these stones are unmarked on the 1" map which names.the hill as Buck 
Hill. A prolonged search did not reveal the "Altar Stone" but as bracken dominate()_ 
the slope of the hill a search in winter might prove more effective. We were able 
to find the circle of stones on the crest of the hill. They appear to be the 
remains of a cairn or burial mound, which Dare himself suggests in his book. 
SK 509165. 
THE BEAUI.lANOR STONE: "There used to be a Hanging Stone. at Beaumanor • • •  but it fell 
in 1791, a few weeks after the historian 11hro s by had stood beneath its shade." 
(Dare). He uere anxious to see if we could locate the recumbent stone to 'ascer­
tain its exac·t position but Beaumanor is no-v1 restricted Uinistry of Defence 



5. 
property. R.D.Y. Perrett, however, informed us that the 2t" map marked th� Hang­
ing Stone just N of the Hangings tone �ills, outside Bea.urnanor. · vle have not so 
far checked this stone. 
THB "HANGUAN'S STONE": "This relic • • •  is a rock between· Lu!J Cloud and Ives Head." 
(Dare). ".8.wain1s Hill, the point where the Swanimote Court met, lies at the 
foot of Ives Head, and.a little distance from it stands the Hangman's Stone." 
(Gomme, 1880). This stone is unmarked on the 1" I:lap and was unmarked on the 2-t" 
map belonging to the vicE).r at the Oaks. It took some time to find anyone who 
knew anything about the stone but - - - -- -.7'-- ----1- ..._::5: -· -·-_:"--.:·::�---:-· - ·'-
finally we did seCure some rough and t( , : V , _';;':: �>;f-���; ;f�. �::;� ,'1.. / ready directions. We found the , ��··, , �- ..---�--:�.��;ZitJ.t�;t :·/ ' \\C-----
specimen after flounder ins around in .):;,F�:� t -'1 �. 'i ::' ·'i-:� / · ·:lfj: ;:i.Af�:·:j�' -
thick, wet undergrowth for sooe time. · ·.�5: · . >  · .' __ · ·· ·: . · �· :l� . i9}Ji::.. Ja� / - · 
Th t . nl 3ft t 4ft h. h b t ' �� /, : ' . fr' : 0�. e s one lS o y o 1g u ::..rx... i1%: - �:· i!·rl :<:/;. - _/:/ 
is one of' the most impressive that ���:-:� ;\ d! . . . I� ; , : . < · ':, :. ; ._'�· !\ 
one could hope to see. It stands a fev-1 "·' . :\.:' · '(' 1\ · :,_ ..-;, : . \; · ,/-_: / . ,,, . 1 . . / feet from the trunk of: an old oak "'..-
tree, ana, .beneath the shade of its .. _ .. _T1ie11Hangi!i�--Sto�-��;-t�-·------ - ·- -
f.oliage. 1his juxtaposition of 
stone and oak makes a povver.ful impression- that .. is hard to describe. 'i'he stone 
and the tree are alone in a field a goocl distanc� from any road but quite 
close to a wood or grove, compose. a. mainly of oaks. At some time in· ·the ·cris tant 
past there had been a drystone Yvall.encircling the. stone and tree, to judge by 
the remains we foQ�d aBongst the grass. It s�ems�doubtful whether Dare actually 
saw the stone for he refers to it as a "rock'•, which gives the impres.sion that 
it could be a natural feature. The specimen is unquestiona�ly a deliberately 
erected stone. SK 479166. 
ST JOHN'S STONE: This was 'about 7ft high before its destruction around 184,0. "It 
was the custome to visit it on St. John's Day, 24th June. Children who played 
about it were caref�l to leave before dark because after then the fairies came 
and· danced round it • • • 1'he stone stood in the centre of an ampitheatre-shaped 
hollow.-" (Leics. Literary & Philosophical 'rransactions). The· original site of 
this stone is not now generally known but we have been fortunate enough in find-

.. irig a record of its fornEn" position. It used to stand about % of a mile NVf of 
Abbey Park, in Leicester, at.SK 578064. �he site is now someone's backsarden. 
near !;1inster Crescent and Avebury Avenue. We haven't yet enquired of the house­
holder whether or not he has fairies at the end of his garden! Some people were 
of the opinion that the stone was some sort of natural freak. This idea is 
certainly false for the stone r·elated astronoBically to another stone as we 
shall see in a later section. It is interesting to note the fear of "b1ilight 
frequently expre.ssed in folklore. One thinks of Don Juan's concept of "the 
crack between the worlds" at this time of day, recorded in the bo.oks by Carlos 
Castaneda. 
ALTAR S'rONE: At the ·junction of thb parishes of Markfield and Newton Lindford, 
as late as 1808, st·�. od an inscribed stone called the 'Altar Stone'." (Evans). 
"It was covered with outlandish letters, and was removed when c�ltivation began, 
because it was in the centre of a field." (Potter). 'l'he name of Markfield is supposed 
to have related to this stone, so it must have been an eye--catching feature. 
THE "WISHING STONE": In Bradgate Park there is "a great boulder known as the 
'Vlishing Stone' • • •  there are people who s.till climb up, sit on that rock, meditate, 
and wish." (Dare) • 

· · 

�TEY. STONE: Mr David Potts informed us that he had seen a stone in a field near 
Anstey. Our subsequent fieldwork proved him correct. We found a stone about 5ft 
tall in the middle of a ridge and furrow field. It is unmarked on the 1" �ap. A 
striking feature of the stone is that one immediately obtains a clear visual 
alignment of the stone, the old church of St Mary's in Anstey ancl the edge of the 
copse atop the hill at �ld John. this is, in fact, a section of an excellent ley 
as we shall see later. fhe farmer who owned the field was of the opinion that 
there was as much of the stone below the ground as above and he assured us that 
he had no intention of removing it. In typically farming manner; he thought the 
stone was a rubbing post but he was prepared to accept that it was very old. 



His mother , however , said the stone was cons ider�.d 
locally as an ancient relic of some sort. SK 552082 -;7 
RIDGKwAY STONE(S) :  An elderly couple at Barkby 
had informed us that " near the church" an . old 
s tone stood on an ancient trackway known as " The 
Ridgeway" . Vfuen following up this lead later on 
we were e.ble to identify the track on th� map · .  
because it runs by Riq.c;eway Farm. (While too 
riskt to be used as definite eV-idence,  homest0ads 
and farms can . provide valuable clues to ancient 
features and alignments •. S�e Yvhat Vlatkins has to say 
in "The Old Straight T.rack" ( p212 Garnstone ed. ) .  The 
track, a public right of way, pas ses ·very· close to Quen­
iborough church but cqmes with�n only half a mile of 

. � . ' . . 

Barkby church . We felt that the couple might have confused the churches. 
Nevertheless, we walked the track near Barkby but nothing was .found. The .track 
is well used n�.ar the church at Queniborough and \ve were able to confirm that 
it was known as " The Ridgeway' ' . We found. two stones  a few yards from the track. 
They w�:.re recUIJbent . One s�one was about 8ft long and the other was a little 
shorter . They nay pos sibly have been two pieces of a single. stone as both were 
a similar shape and about· 18" in width . ·rhere is no doubt about the distinct 
quality of the s tones but we felt tha-c they had been dumped in their present 
position in the corner of a field from a former spot . One stone displayed a 
small s:-rea of the ·sort of carefully worked graffiti one as s .ocia tes with bygone· 
days. he stones are unmarked on the 1" map . SK 655121. We will be attempting 
to determine the original· s ituation of the s tone,s . 

.
· . 

MOODY BUSH STONE: . ·:''Sii;;u.qted about 5 or 6 miles from Leices�er to the NE; is· a 
stone called ' The .Moody Bush Stone ' • • •  in ''Moody Bush Field�, New York Farm, near 
Sys ten. It pro jects 4ft from the ground, and ·is �mbe.dde·d 5 qr 4ft below the 
ground, and is pentagonal , tapering gradually to .·the top� It is  sharp, angular • • 

• •  and had been placed in. the ground by human agency. The.longer · axis of the pen­
tagon at th0 top of the stone points N and S , . and the· shorter · aris E and W ��� 
( Dryden, 1911). The stone was described in .1879 by Mr ·J .  ··Plant· as being ·"upon an 
elevation commanding a view of the surrounding country for many-miles on all 
sides . There is a. tradition which says it was calle·d· the "Mowde Bush Storre" ,. and 
a foriJer owner of one of the large estates near Mounts orr�l . held a co'l:ll't at that 
place • • •  this landowner and his stewards used to • • cut a 't·urt. , whi-ch was brought 
into court. ·rhere is a .general tradition als o ,  that i

.
t was usual for per�ons fro� 

neighbouring districts to :b:ri.ng a turf and put on it . "  We ask� .d the fc_trrrie�_'.rs · · 
wife at Hew York Farn if sh·e knew about the stone • .She told lis ,that'··it was .on··.�.: 
the neighbouring farner ' s land and that she had

.-_seen ·.it abo�t . 15 urears. ago�- we· 
went to the location sh� . . gave ·us · and y,rere over jdyed to find the stone '·still 
there ,  exactly as it had· beetl described. Someon,e had. carved· " Moody .. Bushn .very 
carefully on the stone . Unp:tark;ed on_l" . SJ\, 649109. .. --

·
. 

· · · · · 
BRAD GATE STONES?: On page · �6 of " Mysterious� Britain" ther.e is a photograph of . .. ; 
stones  in Bradgate Park v-Thich the .. authorS. (Janet &. Colin Bord) point out appe�r 
to mark an ancient site - though they: realistically indicate how illficult i�::is 
to positively identify such s tones in a naturally rocky area .• We will indicate . . . . 

later the s trange quality apparently possessed by the wood in which these  s tdne�L · 
s tand. SK 524116. Incidentally , the caption to this ·photo· maintains that no · 
s tanding s tones had been identified in Charnwood.Fores t up ·to that date . In view 
of the material we are now presenting, that. statement can be considere

.
d obsolete. 

WHETSTONE : Watkins , in " T.o.s . T.n , sugges ts that villages With this name ( and 
there are several others around the country . apart fro·m this Leics .  example )  
probably did pos sess  ,!In ancient whets.tone. :. 
'rHE FOREST ROCK COMPLBX: A countryman inforn�d us tha·t there was an old stone on ( .. 
the �iTarren Hills abov .. � the cros sroads where " The Fore.at · RoclC' pub .  stands. We 
have not ascertained whether the name of the pub b'ears any relevance to the Ill proximity of the old stone . he search for this stone provided us with an extra-
ordinary experience . A number of us had been scouring the tiny range of rugged 
tors and rough ground comprising Warren Hills for nearly an hour before the 

( ( Cont .  in Page 9)) 
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GET ON THE RIGHT TRACK --� RICHARD COLBORNE 

For thousands:· .ot: years the �ri tish Isles· and part of Europe suppor.t�d .a .ci'v.il�-:·· · 
ization that orthodox archaeology fails to acknowledge. A race of men with skills 
enough to not only enable them to survive but ·to live a happy and purposeful life, 
inhabited this land. Knowledge which would today help· us· enha�ce our way of life 
has been lost and seems only to be forgotten again in a few short years each time 
part of it is rediscovered. · · · 

In 1925 Alfred Watkins gave the world a volume which contained insight into an · . 
area of knowledge that was lost along witljl . the way·of life which it pfomoted. But 
alas in the years since "The Old Straightifr-ack" was published n::> new chapters 
have been added to the "leyn story. In the opinion of the writer, we have taken a 
retrograde step. Watkins 1 s "vision" of the "ley'' syetem was in all probability a · 
men&al image which had cryatallized in his unconscious mind after a lifetime of 
rural experience. Supposing for one moment that this vision was inspired from 
beyone his own p�yche,. it need·be no indication that the "ley" system has any 
fundamental psychic properties. Prophesy may be ·a divine gift but the foretelling 
of war does not make the battl� holy. 

Perhaps we should consider that whilst out forefathers' lives were certainly 
interwoven with the occult and ma� everyday things had ritual or religmous 
connotations, the "ley" system was a system of roads and was functional above 
all else. Watkins never alluded a netvvork of power lines to recharge flying 
saucers, ne.ither di·d· he use clairvo�ance to locate his evidence; that he lound 
by objective research and it fills 234 pages. 

Hours of ·pleasure may be had by wandering across th� meadows with our .. diving 
rods byt a cl:.ear cross-section through a bur�ed road surface, showing its s�at..;. 
urn of soils and ., gravels vo�pressed by innumerable ·travellers is far more likely 
to persuade the a,rchaeologfsts that these straight ways were ever tr·odden by 
tinke;r� 1 feet. If the "leyn enthusiasts persist in confusing "leys" with ortho­
tenies (projected trajectories of UFOs) and underground water courses then may 
I sugge'St that the objective researcher refers to straight tracks as straight 
tracks, mentioning their antiquity where necessary. 

Watkins' s cardinal sin was to give his. science a name that was open to wide 
misinterpretation. By ·taking the word "ley' with its various spellings and 
derivatives and applying it to something which it had never previously been 
used to· describe; he threw us all into. ·confusion. There is documented evidence . 
(I.e. dictionaries nild books on plac�. name.s) that during his lifetime the acc­
epted meaning of the Anglo�Saxon word "leah" was meadow or clearing and. this 
meaning still holds good today, which is why I always put the word "ley" in 
inverted commas. 

Our ancestors were of no lesser intelligence than us. Academic education may 
have been lacking but everyday skills were passed down frOIJf father to son •. The 
accuracy of their s.urv�ying is matched again and aga .in by �he many skills· tgat 
oan be .seen in those things. which have survived unto this day. I believe that 
their communication system was sophisticated, so ancient British government was 
likely as effacient as the later Saxon feud� system of which we have _so comp-
leteca record. 

· 

They had no telephones but as the pame of life was so much slower then, foot 
was the accepted way_of conveying messages as well as wares. I for one believe 
that before the Roman invasion there was a civilization in England whose· people 
did not need the help of "space brothers11 to show them how to survey a straight 
line. Even the orthodox archaeologists now admit that at the time the Romans 
arrived Britain was in a more organ&sed state than contempora� authors port­
rayed. The Romans had n habit of referring to all nmn�Romans as barbarians, but 
the very fact that they frequently sited their roads on existing trackways must 
prove that they knew the previous inhabiatnts knew where theywre going. 

****���)I I I /I I I I I I I I I I 11 1*�'�-****'"'t 



'WIDER CONCEPTS OF 1:c?E LINES -· __,_ ..... . _...._, ... .. � .�. . ..... -��-� .. �--*�---

If anyone thinks 'I a11 going to wr.::.te about a nev.r ley li.ne from Walsi.ngha.m to 
Iona, or Cornwall to Canterbury9 t�ey are going to be disappointedo T�e time has 
come I think to interpret a vd.der concept to this whole great issue. Like all 
prophets, I feel Alfred Watkin3 when he started people off tn a simple way or.. 
"the old straight track)' was a man far ahead of his ti!.Tle. Similarly like all 
prophets he was in turn laughed at, scoffed at, and at worst told that it is 
downright irreligious to connect leys in any way with God or religion� The 
"righteous" strangely enough are often the most fanatical at trying to depose 
anything so deplorable. New knowledge is always frightening to people and fe� 
will drive them to incred:�..ble lengths to fight it, until i� becomes the "in thingn. 

True prophets are not daunted� They are the Shepherds. Once they get a few 
sheep following, then a�.l the sheep wi 11 come along, and it becomes fashionable. 
Once people see the leys are guidelines or life lines then they will realize 

'11 that little magazines like THE LEY �� are fQlfilling a very great neede hat 
is, the need to find some orientation ·again. Man is very "los�r. His compass is 
faulty� tie does not know·whether he is going north or south, or east to westl 
These �vo lines are the most basic symbolic things in tne world. Every other 
person (whether they profess to be an atheist or agnostic) will wear a cross "t}:;.. T': 
around their necks. Why? Vlhat does it mean to them if they do not think Christ 
died on a cross? North to south means Earth to God (or "Heaven") which we inter­
pret as "down here" and "up there". And east to west are the arms outstretched 
symbolizing the Brotherhood of Man, nlove thy neighbour" etc. Churches (origin­
ally formed to "love each other'1) are almost always orientated E-W as the sun 
rises an�,. sinks. 

This idea of lines across England and the world, linking the Holy Land, Tibet, 
and everywhere, in fact, is an unconscious desire of Man to find some roots 
again. He finds upheaval and change and disruption everJ�here, of everything he 
felt sacred, and he is crying out for some sort of stability, some anchorage} 
because the dynamic swingng of the pendulum is shaking the universe and Man can­
not see where he is goingo So what does he do but cling on to a liferaft. He is 
being told on the one hand that it is out of date to go to church or to need God 

-- he is adult enough now not to need that sort of thing, he is told. So new (?) 
gimmicks crop up-- leys, dowsing or UFOs --but it's all in the Bible: Moses 
struck the Rock of Horeb for water; Elijah speaks of chariots and wheels in the 
sky just like flying saucers. I could quote texts, which is a boring thing to do, 
which give clear "proof11 that all "new" knowledge is as old as the hills and is .. :. . 
all down in black and white for those who tihave eyes to see". 

As leys are the chief function of THE LEY HUNTER though I must confine myself 
to this subject though r· am sure everything is connected and part of the whole. 
I see these lines like a spirograph, all intertwining abd circling and forming 
patterns. We are being continually told in our TV an� newspapers that this is the 
Age of Patterns .• There we go again -- back to prophets . • Einstein in his despised 
"Theory of Relativity" forecast that the world is made up of patterns, and wrote 
"Science withour religion is lame, and religion without science is blind.11 Harold 
Saxton Burr recently wrote magnificently on electric patterns and electro��magnetic 
w�ves. It is all coming gradually. So be patient -- those who cannot get your 
friends to be interested in what (to you) seems to be one of the most important 
discoveries of the century. Donzt go around churchyards (for churches are built 
upon wonderful sites) waving pendulums and dowsing rods and upsetting the faith­
fti! If it looks impossible to explain to a closed mind keep it discreetly to 
yourself untU "the appointed time". t!e �erl patient .. I personally get very frus­
trated with people who ignore this knowledge as something completely inconsequen­
tial, and yet go dashing off to satisfy their material needs and s quana.er Earth' s 
resources, which is doing fearful damage to the universe. If onl,y they could see 
that leys are probably our means of communicatioh. 
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This Age of Vibrations and 0Pop" ancl noise ar ... d rhythm is the Holy Bpirit 
trying to tell 1.1s how to "ge-t;. t:hrough" to the g:::-eater ·powers beyond, back to 
base, the Creator:> the Source of all ottr.Beingo By using wavelengths a.nd mag­
netic power ( the dragon and serpent power which has been written about before 
in this magazine ) which was so frightening to immature man,, But now we a.re 
evolving enough to understand these things" There is nothing wrong with the 
idea of God using nat�rral forces and natural cosmic laws to show us things 
He d:Ld in the :past -·- there is n'J reason why He should not go 0::1 doing so 
today. As I· wrotr:; in TORC ( the GJ.tastonb"'l.ry magazine) the Michael Ley Line is 
the chief one being talked and written about, but I see no earthly reason why 
there should not be a Mary Line, symbolizing Mother Earth, Fertility, the womb 
or bowels of the Earth, or Peter, Jnmes and John meaning Light, Life and Love 
respectively .. Ar..drew for men of the sea, Giles represents healers - _those who 

/fe::Zl they want to do healing could tune-in on the wavelength. Perhaps even . 
· 1homas A E ;ckett for martyrs -- archbishops may have very difficult times ahead 

·r of t�en in these doubting and s�distic times. his is only basically an R.C. 
idea of praying to saints. Prayer is only th-.3 sending out of positive thoughts 
on to the· ether, and being a great power it goes into action. Sound is- far morce 
important than we as yet realize -- hence the use of mantras ·in the East. We 
must study sound and these power lines and use them. Many people are, but more 
and more is neeaea to bring the great forces of light to a dark world.' 

OBJECTIONS & OBSCURITIES ANSV� 
I should like as a scientist to try and 

answer the "Objections and Obscurities" 
raised "by Michael Burgess in his article 

A reply to the article in 
the previous issue of THE 
LEY HUNTER by J .R. PLOVlMA.N. 

(T�L�H. 65). UnJJ .. ke Michael Burgess I have been able to carry out fieldwork in 
Scotland in areas as yet unsp:biled by modern development. It seems to me that 
ley hunting is a u.sefQl archaeological technique which offers the possibility 
of forming t�eories which can be tested in the field. I have only recently r�ad 
Alfred Wa tkins � ·s book and I was pleased to fing that my data gathered from a!; 
entirely different area support his findings. 

In plotting leys on a 1'1 OQS., map it is difficult to decide what is a ley 
pointand I think it is possib1e that sever§l ley systems from clifferent his­
toric or prehistoric periods are superimposed. I have traced a couple of boulder 
routes over moorland by following markstones and I am convinced that it is 
possible to navigate .this way as an alternative to map reading, but I am not 
convinced that these routes are absolutely straight. 

I think that p:-taces like Stonehenge were positioned with re�rence to an o> :.. ;-

ertl"'::._:_er navigation system - - I have a theory that the Blaughter Stone might 
have been an earlier standing stone deliberately flattened to allow the the 
stone circles to be constructed for astronomical observation. 

When primitive man became a fariDRr instead of a hunter he would need more 
accurate boundaries and it is logical to suppose that markstones became boundn� 
stones. Tt is possible to eonstruct a time sequence:---

CONVENIENT VIKJ POINT!> • •  o 

SOT 11 n /LUNAR G"'' � ·· ·.n \ n-1-� -:->V 
l.JlU\.f ·�.r.l�! .. ... !/..: ..... \J� ... • • 

TEtll'LE FOI{ SUN WORSHIP • • •  
HOLY PLACE • • •  CHURCH • •  o • • •  

So if you draw alignments on,a map you 
obtain a composite pattern. fhe ley points 
are not points but areas of importance and 

the leys are not necessarily tracks but 
lines of sight behveen tlliese areas. The fact that a conventional sign'on a map 
covers an area larg0r than th� of the palce �t pepresents ftoes not ,prevent you 
taking a compass bearing from one place to another with sufficient accuracy for 
setting a compass and finding you way from place to place. 
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I have examined a number of standing stmnes and found numerous cases where the 

edge of tre stone aligns on a nearby boulder or knoll. Taking·a compass bearing 
in this direction and p�otting the corresponding grid bearing on a map gives a 
ley� f you follow the procedure in reverse you can predict which way the stand­
ing stone is aligned and check by fieldwork. By drawing leys on maps you can 
located places which are likely to be of archaeological interest. 

I am not surprised to find that farms show a number of alignments. I have found 
several examples of ley lines passing through farms even in remote areas where 
farms are widely separated, and it seems:to me to provide an explanation of why 
the farm was built in that particular place. A better way of plotting random 
points would be to use a table of random numbers (log tables might do) and read 
them as grid references on the chosen map. The fact that a ley passes through a � .  � 
farm does not imply that the ley dates from Neolithic times. Even as recently as 
200 years ago the accuracy of maps on paper· was not very great ahd it is possible 
that the ground, gridded by ley lines was itself the map. 

The most fundamental ley features are not the churches or the sites of antiq­
uities, but the natural features of the landscape which form t£e framework in 
which the various works of man are systematically positioned. The system used no 
doubt varied from age �o age., but lines of sight are always straight and a stra­
ight line is the shortest distance between �vo points -- even if it is not the 
quickest. 

MISCELLANY A Triumph and a Norton motor-cycle are depicted on the cover of the 
May issue of "Bike". Not odd, no, but Stonehenge is ambiguously in the background 
• • • •  In a review of uThe Oldest Road" ("Books & Bookmen", June, 1975); Richard 
Ingrams ("Private Eye" editor), discussing the White Horse of Uffington says 
co-author J.R.L. Anderson is not "one of those boring loonies who believe that 
Stonehenge was an early version of Jodrell Bank, or that if you draw a straight 
line linking up a rock on Dartmoor and a mysterious hole in the Peak District it 
proves that flying saucers once used Britain as a launching pa�' • • • • • • • •  

* "*" *" * "*" *" *'' *" *" *" *" :�;tt * ";;� fl 

The BORDERLINE SCIENCE INVESTIGATION GROUP ia an East Anglian organisation 
delving into the unexplained in the eastern region. Broa.dly speaking B.Soi.G. 
deals with ghosts, UFOs, leys and ancient sites, legends, folklore, etc • • • • 

B.S.I.G. produces a quarterly mag. called LANTERN which costs 18p per single 
issue or 75p per year (both inc. p&p). Membership of B.S.I.G. is £1 per year, 
and entitles members to participate in all group activities, such as ghost-watches, 
etc., as well as acess to the ever-expanding files of phenomena in East Anglia. 
B.S.I.G. is open to all who have a genuine interest in the mysteries of this 
eastern end of Albion. From 5 Dunwich Way, Lowestoft, Suffolk. 

�� 
COMPlJTER PRQG.RAI.iMES : I have a complete list of all burial mounds, megalithic 
monuments, and ritual and ceremonial sites in Yorkshire from the Department of 
the Environment Schedule of Ancient Monuments. This give six-figure references 
and should any reader wish to borrow it for the purpose of feeding the data into 
a computer should contact me. There are around 800 sites given. 

�ii�iiiii� 
THE ATLANTEAN SOCIETY is centred around a New Age philosophical teaching based 
upon the occult traditions of Atlantis. We seek an awareness of the oneness of all 
life, to gain wisdom, knowledge and understanding from the Father/Mother God, 
creator of all universes; our Four Festivals of Isis echo the timeless teaching 
which links the past, present and future. Detail� of healing, mediatation courses, 
sample copy of our magazine The Atlantean and D� of Events from "The . 
Atlanteans", House of Isis, 42 St George's Street, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire , 
GL50 4AF .  
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s tone was found . I t  s tands within a small c ops e ,  roughly triangular , which is 
surrounded by·!�b.:tdrys tone wall so old tha t it is beginning to crumble away . 'rhe 
s tone itself is 2ft to 5ft tall , about a foot in width and a few fee t  long 
a slim oblong form . I t  is s ituated be�1een �vo trees , one of them a S c o ts Pine. 
The s e  trees are growing at either end o� the oblong � tone . S c atter0d around 
the immediate vic inity · or the s tone are s evera.l . . fr§gments of rock . Whe ther · 
thes e  s omehow have s trayed from the · drys tone wall or whe ther . the old s tone 
was at one time taller it is hard · to s ay .  Af ter finding this spe cimen we all , 
quite s uddenly, began to s ee · o ther features clearly . Running acro s s  the cops e · 
was the embankment of a.n · ear thvvork . · vle immediately traced .this outs ide the 
cops e. and dis c overe d more embankoents and low, oval earthworks .. S ome one else 
noted small hut c ircle s s tre tching away to ano ther , almos t perfe c tly triangular 
c ops e . In the " apex" of the old s tone ' s  copse vve ma de a truly e xciting dis c- . 
overy . Set into the ground , s everal yards · from the old � s tone ,  was a mump of 
white. , quart z - .e. mo s t  unus a...l. mineral to find · on Charnwoo d e  Gentle excavation 
revealed that the " mump" was s et about 10" into the ground . Shortly after this 
we note.d th�t on� dis tinct ,  upright oblong s tone s to o d  out like s ome form of 
marker on the mare open ground near one of the tors . Then s omeone dis c overed a 
generally c ir cular feature about 40ft acro s s . It cons is ted of a low bank s ur­
mounted by small s tone s ·. An " entrance" was indicate d  by two larger, slab-like 
s tones . Pre�hu:Ja.bly. , some foro �f :hut bj.:rele o �.It wn� s ituated by an old drys tone 
wall into which Yvas set , next to the c ircular feature , · a large s tone of the type 
Underwood termed " node s tone" ( see Guy Underwood "The Pat tern of the Pas t" · - Ed. ) . 
Oh the way back to the road we noticed an exc eptional s e t  of rocksforming a V­
shape in the centr·e of which was an uprigh t  sliver of rock . Through the " rifle� 
s ight" one c ould look out over B el ton four miles away to the north and tens of . 
miles beyond that . Back at · the cros sroads we by chance found a. marks tone , about 
18" high, next to a wall on the corner -of Meadow Lane which leads up to the 
cros s roads · froi:n C oalville . We · were amazed at how we had managed to mis s  all the s e  
featuresfor the ':firs t hour . The map make s no indication o f  &ny ancient · features · · · 
on Warreri ·Hills . ·�y ley .hunter who goe s  to Warren Hill s will apprec iate the · 
s ub tle c omplex. · we ·. :repaired to · the pub for ale knowing .t ha t  thd area re quired ' ·· :  
much clos er examina tion than we� had been ab.le to g:l.ve : ft �  SK 458�51. . 

. 

THE · BA'�IDON ,. MONOLITH" : , Dryden .brie�ly records that in 1.911 at iea s t  there was· . a .  
monolith at B awdon. A ·long s earch o.f Bawdon ,Hill did no t reveal such a feature . 
We did £ind . several large upright and recumbent s torie s  c ontaining hol�s which 
we pres ume d  had been . _gatep9s ts at s ome time in the pas t �  We al so found a node 
s tone s e t  in a drys tone wail on the top of which, at this precise point a small 
holly bush was gro,ving � Els ewhere on the hill we found an exceptional number of· 
large holly trees . On the lower slopes of the hill s tands Bawdon . Cas tle Farm . 
This plac e  s hould be approache d with care - they have some ra ther fierc.e dogs ! 
The farmer was n ' t  too interes te d .  in our que s tions but said that the only . s tone 
he knew of was i:n the . midc1le of the field adja c ent to his farmhou s e . Upon in­
spection we found a large , pointed s tone s e t  in · a shallow fos s e .  Beacon Hill 
was clearly vis ible from it . I t  was no t what we woul d  term a monolith but per­
haps it has suffered damage in the 60 years s ince nryden wrote abput it . 
Unmael:ed on map . SK 499141 . 

· 

HARSTON: We have not. undertaken any fieldwork at this village but W . G .  Hos kins 
s tates that the name means " grey s tone�' which probably refers to a. bounde.ry · .  
s tone · on the prehis toric Sews tern Lane , or The. Drift , where the countie s of · 
Leicestershire and Lincclllnshire mee t .  Watkins gives the roo t of the name , although 
not referring to this vill;ag� ,.; in " T·.- 6. S . T . " ,  as the Anglo-Saxon word " haran" 
meaning oJ.d, grey . Thus '' hoar · ·s tone'' � ' Watkins make s the point that this s ugges t s  
that the s tone s  were regarc1ed a s  extremely ancient even by the AngJ.o-Saxons . The 
village has a partially C14 S t  Michael �hurch with a carved Anglo-Saxon s tone 
embedded in its eas t  wall . . 
BRA.UNSTONE : This is now a s uburb oh the s outhern edge of Leic e s ter . Up until 
1925 it was a " remote and is olate�' village but was then bought by Leic s . C orpor­
ation. Neverthele s s , the •• old village" is preserved to some extent . The ancient 
church ( formerly St John the Baptis t but now S t  Peter 1 s ) s tands in the c entre 
of an extensive , circular village green which upon inspe c tion shows its elf to be 
a large earthwork. A small group of tr�es encircle the chur ch whLle the whole 
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gre0h i _;  embraced by a 18 rge outer tree ringo Next to the church ' s  entrance 
porch lies a fairly large , flat s tone with a pointed end . We feel that it is not 
a recumb 1nt s tanding s tone as the point is oriented exactly eas t o  We have located 
a fe .1 other dis tinctive s tones along Brauns tone Lane nearby and one substantial 
marks tone along the Lubbesthorpe bridle path,  the entrance to which is marked by 

... a sin�ular holly tree . Our ipqui±ies co·ntinue . · 

SWANIMO� ROCK : Dare s ta ted that a s tone and oak exis ted on High Cademan ( now 
.mark0d as Cademan Wood) near Vlhi twici, where the Fores t Court of the nanor met .  We 
·,ferc. u able to locate the ;; tone · during : our brief period of fieldwork in the area • 

. But the spot is very difficult to s t�dy due to the woodl�nd and the rugged out­
crops of rock ,giving the place a really primeval atmosphere . Yet again we came 
across a simply gigantic circular bush of holly that one could enter and walk 
around inside . A road bordering one side of the area is calle d, mos t  curiously; 
City of Three Waters , and a road bordering another side of the area is called 
Swannyrnote Lane . Nichols , nri ting in 1800 , des cri bed the Swanimote Rock _as having · 
th� form of a s quat tower " unlike in its formation to any other in the fores t  •. " . 
HUNCOTE STONE : Driving out of this village which is near to Croft Hill we chanc.e d  
to

. 
pas s a s tone embedded in the trunk of a tree .  It was a dark s tone about 18" 

tall around which the trunk of a large , old tree had grown. It was jus·t :·pos sible 
to make out " 1755" crudely s cratched on the top of the s tone . Pos sibly, the date 
refer 1 to the pl� nting of the tree . We assumed the s tone was a boundary mark but 
it doe3 not s tand on any boundary exis ting today. Unmarked on map. 525975 ( OS152 ) . 
BELGRAVE : The old village green has been bulldo zed avvay in preparation for devel­
opment but the planners have decided to preserve- · · a g�oup of ;four . . trees that s tood 
in the c0ntre of thd green . A local inhabi t�nt . told us tln t an. · Of�' stone s tood by 

-�On-3 of these  trees and we - -ere able to confirm this . It seems to be 'a l�ge , 
s quarish m�rkstone . - In the yard of the nearby St Peter ' s  church there is an 
extrem0ly ancient oak called the " Main Oak'' . This churchyard is reputed to be 

.Jhaunted by a white lady .  A giant called Bel is supposed to have been buried in 
..;this former village , hence its name . SK 595074 • 
.RAW DYKES : This is a dou le embankment earthwork that used to lead into the old 
. .;ity Jf Leices ter but is 01· � almos t des troyedo  The one surviving section · appears 
to ha , �  a �arks tone alongside a very old oak .  These  are the o�ly �vo features on 

.thd 0mbankments . SK 584027 • 
.WRIMSTON: On the green of this vill�ge s tands a huge oak alongside which is a 
massive s tone , roughly s quare with a side of 4ft o:C more . Next to the s tone , -in 

. tur . .Lr. wooden s tocks . A ommuter-type inhabitant reckoned that the s tone had 
be.en mo ·;-e d :from the village church. This is C15 and dedicated to S t  John. We noted· .-. · 
the s tump of a s tone cros 1 • he graveyard .  We askMd a local farmer if . he knew 
a ything about the s tone being moved to the green . He said· that he did.n.' t but 
he remembered another stone that s tood ih the _middle of a field _jus t  outside the 
village . A farmer ·had removed it abo�t 20 years ago . The s tone had s too� 5ft tall 
and the l0gend belonging to it said that ·  it U fell off a s tar" . I ts approxiiJate 
position had been at SK 686212 . The s tone o:1 the green is unno.rked on the map 
( sheet 122) . We need to remeiJber, with regard to the · place · name , that ' 1 Grdun" was 
a nickname for Woden abd related via the Old Norse Grimr to Odinn who wandere& 
between the worlds in disguise . The " s ton" -ending in this nane as in others 
clearly refers to a s tone , despite the dognatism displayed in an earlier is sue of 
" T . L . H. "  ( there is a difference between " s ton" and " ton" endings , of course ) . The 
high concentration of " s ton" place-nam· ·· endings in the wes t  of the cou:r:;.ty suggest 
a rich hunting ground for forgotten s tones . Grims ton is olose  to Six H�lls ( Seg ' s 
Hill) on the Fos s e .  ( (Editor ' s  Note : I �ders tand Paul pevereux and Andrew 
York have redis covered a nuober of other s tone since this article wa� aritten) ) .  

TERRESTRIAL OMPHALOS 

"Every early nation appeared to have its sacred hill or Omphalos .  In Ancient 
Gaul there was said to have been a Mesomphalos in the centre of the country, on 
the River Legre , or Loire , where the Druids met periodically for special cere� '· 
nonies and councils . This 1\1es omphalos was an isolated hi:}..l in the midst of a · L 
plain, and was surrounded by a wall and a ditch . The idea of such a Mesomphalos 
was said to have been borrowed from Britain. Now, as no Druidical temple had yet 
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been des crib 3 J  in �ritain at all ·· orres ponding with the dexcription of the gallic 
Mes omphalos ,  a Q as Croft Hill di , as i t  as an is olated hill in the mids t of a 
plain, nearly in the centre of th country , on the banks of the river Leire or 
S oar , and havin.; s till traces of a ditch around its ·base., �t s eemed quite pos s­
ible that thiJ hill might have been the Hes omphalo s  of the British Druids. . "  
( T . L .  Wa�er , Leics . Literary and Philo s ophical Society trans ac tions , 1879 ) . 

There is s om� corroborative evidence for thi s  idea in the fact that le s s  than 
4 mile s from Croft Hill ( to the �� of Leices ter) is the village of Leire . Even 
the reape.cted Ho J kins admits it is a u mys terious" place-name . He has traced it 
as an old " rivJr name" probably " Legra" meaning " Lo ire" which,  ac cording to Hoskins , 
was c all e;t " Li � �ris" in ancient Gaul . Leire · has a S t .  Pe ter church , now mainly 
rebuil t ,  to th � NE of which is ( or as ) an ancient moat of 'parallelogram plarr' . 

Croft Hill ha.a been marked as a hill on only the late s t  O . S .  s hze1s. On e arlier .. 
maps it was om�tted altoge ther ( e . g .  1946 1" ) ,  the adja cent %uarry alone being 
marked . The spot is no t marked as an ancient s ite , either . he hill is o nly a 
few hundred fee t  high but is s o  s ituated that one obtains s tagger ing views in all 
directions from its sunmi t . !he eminenc e  has even s moo thly slopin3 s ides . One 
sloiE is oc cupied by what can only be de s cribed as a " sacred grove" for that is the 
s trong impre s s ion tha t it give s . Certain s tone s  within this grove appe ar to have 
been deliberately _ placed and shaped .  �he earthworks encircling the hill are als o  
clearly vis ible among the tree s . The grove i s  well defined a t  its perimeter by 
hawthorn bushes that display contortions in keeping with Underwood ' s  theorie s 
regarding the effects of the " earth force" on certain trees . Halfway up the 
northerly ... slope of the hill is - a  circular fos s e  in the centre of which s $ands an 
oak. 'Ibe natural slab of rock on the summit is cris s - cro s s e d  with deep cracks of 
a mos t  s triking appearanc e ,  again s ugges ting the effec ts of forms of s ub terranean 
water as de s cribed by Underwoo d .  On the nor thern and s outhern s lopes are one or 
two small , is olated s tone s  tha t appear to be deliberate marks tone s . C roft Hill is 
an area of common land enclosed on all s ides by fencing cutting it off from the 
old and the pre s ent day quarries . S igns forbidding entry to the quarry areas 
s eem to have been pla ced in ambiguous pos itions to dis courage anyone from app-
roaching Croft Hill as well ! ·'-

That i� i s  no t idle specual tion to regard C roft Hill as an important spot is 
s hown by the fac t

· 
that in 836 AD 'King Vliglaf of Mercia held a council there 

attende d by various important people of the day together with the .�chbishop of 
Canterbury and 11 b ishops of the s outhern province . D ryden mentions that f e s t­
ivitie s were kept on the " Shepherds Tables" adjoining C roft Hill . 'rhe se were 
s upposedly small eminences and have pre sumably dis appeared due to quarrying . One 
c anno t help but no tice the s imilarity be tween the " Shepherds Tables" and the 
" Shepherd ' s  Race" terminology s oine tioes applied to turf ma ze s . lf a turf na ze 
exis ted, or · a ma ze pattern was cut in the gras s  ( as happened in Wale s ) , or � 
labyrinth- dance was incorporated in the fes tivitie s , it woul d add ano ther piece 
of evidence s upporting the idea of Croft Hill being the British 6mphalos . 
S tirling make s a conne c tion be�veen the labyrinth and navel in � is book " The 
C anorr' . He refer s to Kircher who depicted the figure of the Mic�ocosm s tanding 
in the mids t of the plane ts with his body cut open so that the intes tine s 
encircle the navel in a spiral coil.. S tirling agrees that this is " an ugly 
s imilie" but us e s  it to illus trate his thoughts on how the ancients derived 
their conc epts of the labyr inth . S tirling cons idered, like B e de ,  that the 
terres trial omphalos may have been locate d  at Lichf�eld and quo tes the " s ing­
ular revels" anciently celebrated at Coventry as s upporting evidence . Actually, 
Croft Hill lie s about 10 miles clo ser to . C oventry than doe s  Lichfield � 

A le tter .from C olin B ord in " T . L . H. " No . 18 quotes " l'ITCAP Journal" as s aying 
that the Leices tershire , S taffordshire and Nuneaton areas of England show a 
higher than average number of UF6 s ightings . Croft Hill is fairly central to 
this whole are a , being in SW �eices ter shire , 10 mile s from Nuneaton and about 
20 miles from S taffordshire . he hill ' s  inmediate locale has been s ub j e c t  to 
" co incidents" relating to fireball s which we shall touch upon later . Perhaps 
we. should als o  remark tha t the former " hwnming" moats near Hinckley are but 
five miles from Croft and the " Fairy rings" of S toney S tanton le s s  than 2 
mile s . Crof t  Hill s tand s  vdthin one mile of the F o s s e  Way and 5 miles from 
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where that road cros s e s  Watling S tree t .  Crof t village at the foo t  of the hill 
c ontains two noteworthy features :  an old St Michael church and "Arbor Road" . 

To s tand upon Croft Hill , particularly at twilight , is a powerful expreience , 
and it make s one feel tha t it would be very intere s ting if j us·t a little of the 
attention lavished on Glas tonbury and its Tor c ould be diverte d to this· key s ite.· 
And finally, there· s eems to be a curious n warm s po t" on the wes tern slope s of 
the hill - we· avoid giving its exa c t  location in order not to pre judice the 
experie nc e _ of other res earchers • • • • • •  

tt tt tt ll ll i l l l l t l t l l l t  
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WILLIAM · SITV!ELL ' S CAR.NA.C \rT�EK-END 

� PAUL SCREETON ( (Reprinted from The Atlantean, 150 ) ) 

An Unas hamed believer in the exis tence of a former c ontinent of Atlanti� and 
colonis ation therefrom , Brigadier General William Sitwell remains a shadowy 
f igure of forty ye ars ago , hardly known today, ye t a man far ahead of his timy • 
Few of his archaeologmcal theorie s would today be vindicated by either orthodox 
or even alternative prehis torians . et this neglecte d  res earcher has much to offer 
which relates to his grasp of psych1c realities and unders tanding of the purpo s e  
o f  11�ny ancient mo nume nts . That h e  als J made claims which today c an be refuted a s  
entirely devoid of rational logic o r  the slighte s t  proof i s  true . H e  held ten­
aciously to a diffusionis t theory -- all the vogue at the time -- and though 
rec ent developments in dating s ites have invalidated a large proportion of his 
( and many· others ' )  arguments regardi�g the supposed movements of megalith builders 
it is · he , above all , who had s ome inkling of the extent to which the Neolithic . 
civilis ation was basic ally global . 

To pas s from what I feel to be a c ertain naive te in diffus ionis t indoc trination, 
and the untenable slavish ins is tence upon attributing many megaliths of 4000BC to 
monuments to fallen warriors or vic tor� in pos t-Roman time s , I wi sh to dwell upon 

_ his expe!ience one weekend at C arnac . he following a c counts are provide�-in hj s 
rar e  and · obs cure book, " S tone s  of Northumberland and O ther Lands '; which was pub--· 
lis he d  in Newcas tle-upon-Tyne in 1950 by Andrew Reid and C ompany Limited. " Though · 
he s omewhat unoriginally followed .the conclus ions of Dr Fergus s on ' s  "Rude S tone 
?.1onuments" , S i  twell being a military man ous t be given a degree of leri.:ency for 
s ubs cribing in part to the no tion that some megaliths marked the s ites of armies '  
c onflic ts . Yet he was als o  willing to �dmit to the non-materialis tic world of 
visions and , though failing to attempt to explain the phenome non · of why s ome 
prehis toric s tone s  �re , . magne tic" positively s tre s s e d  this undeniable fac·-t; . This 
power which at times manifes ts within certain s tone s  -- dependent apparently upon 

. a flux behveen earth currents and cosni c  power from celes tial bodies , and al s o  

. only recognis able b y  sens itive individuals - - is o f  spe c ial concern t o  tho se in­
ve s.tigating our s.acred heritage , e specially the ley hunters who map the �ignments 
of prehis toric monuments and deduce .  the inspirational , e theric power flowing 
between the ancient holy s ite s . ' 

Si twell was invited to Arn10rica by his 'fr.iend B ernard Springe tt,  who al s o  beli­
eved the s tone s  of Carnac and S tonehenge relate d  to suh worship originating from 

. Atlantis . He warne� that April 50 was the mos t  important day in Brittany, and 
S itwell made his gis t·oric weekend vis it to c oincmde with that date . The mos t s ig-
nificant pas s age in the book s tate s : 

· 

"And no� to explain why thes e  s tone s  are magne tic . The ma j ority of them 
have been erec te d  with the smaller e nd planted in the ground ; and on 
placing a hand upon the�, one �e ceives the as tounding· s ensation that 
they vibrate , and with very little effort c ould be pushed over . �his- . 
e�traordinary illus ion. @ay be limited to only tho s e  persons who are 
s us ceptible to the hidden forms of nature -- sunb as water diviners 
prys tal ga zers , and the like -- amongs t whom I am happily able to 
number mys elf o Yet meny who a.re ·unavvare tha t they po s s e s  any psychic 
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qualities have recognis e d  and no ticed this cu�ious 
vibration when touching the s tones at Carnac , no t only 
at this alignment but at s everal o ther place s . "  

Sitwell , while seated upon a s tone ,  witne s sed a s olemn pro c e s simn of prie s t s , 
clothed in white carrying goods among the C arna c s tones , watched by " small 
dark men, rudely garbed yet unmis takeably s ailors" who could no t · join in the 
rite . Then on the night of April 50 S itwell and hvo o thers s e t  out for L e  
Menec at 11 p . rn .  and through light rain reached the " altar" s hortly before 
. rnidnigh t .  

" • • •  Springett thrice perarnbulated the s tone and offered a beautiful prayer 
to El Shaddai , our Creator , for pro te c tion from all dangers of th� night ,  
and tha t w e  might be vouchsafed . t o  s e e  whats oever .He willed .  The� when 
s e ated on the al ter atone �e s ide us , well clear of the ground , he remarke d :  
' And now we shall see what w e  shall s ee ; and anyhow the frogs will tell us 
all about it . ' Har dly had he sp�<Bn than every frog ceased croaking abruptly 
as though waiting for· his comnand. There were light vapoury clouds overhead • •  
• •  and then we became aware that we were no t alone . 

" C o�ing from behind us .and to our left through the gloom the Powers of Darknes s  
were abroad. Awful primordial crea tures prowled round· us o n  every s ide ,  
elemental mons ters undoub tedly, ana 9f shap es unknovnh to mortal man . S ome 
were not unlike the rhino ceros , and there were huge walking li zards , 
dino saurs perhap s . The mos t  ac tive were black four-footed things as agile 
as antelopes ,  but with horrible heads , and the s e  s eeme d to leap from 
menhir to menhir like goats . Ye t  we had no -s ensation of fear : they c ame , 
they inspected us and they turned away, for we were on holy ground. Then 
they s eene d to draw off , but without has te a bn their dis apiB arance we 
looked upward and a vas t white city came into view . Lof ty wall s and a 
wonderful panorama of s ta tely buildings rising behind them . It might have 
been the New Jerus alem, ·and we may have been looking upon an Eternal 
Temple made without hand� . It was quite unear�y, and no thing was vouch-
s afed of what might be ccntaine d therein o Ye t  there it s tood,  greatly to 
be desired , and we were allowed to hope that s ome day we may gain admi s s ion 
to glorie s and wonders beyond all dreams � 

" Gradually all . faded away , and after a long s ilence· Springe tt again s tepped 
down and , circling round the altar the revers e  wa�J�o before , gave hUQble 
thanks for deliveranqe from evil , and a petition. �hat in due time we might 

· re cieve the peace which pas s.e th all unders tanding . Immediately the frogs 
lifted up their voice s as though to a s s ociate thems elves to his prayer . "  

Als o ,  on the s acred island Ile Longue , S i�vell ' s  party each had s trange 
vis ions within a tum�lus .  The psychic experienc e s  and s olar orientations des­
cribed in the book are extremely fas cinating , but the readermus t s.ort the 
wheat from· the chaff in the light of advance s  in s cientific knowledge and 
" live" archaeology .  Here· des cribed are s erpent motif s  create d  upon and by 
s tone s  thems elves ,  a pos s ibl � . vision of the New Jerus alem , and detailed des­
criptions of s ite s . Hopefully more archaeological books s uch a s  this , c ombining 
verifiable s cientific s cholarship with irrefutable vis io nary perception, will. 
be prodUced in the years to come and be acceptable to both alternative and orthodox 
archae?lo _gis ts . 

MISCELLANY : With regard to the terre s trial O@phalo s  dis cus s ed earlier , I 
unders tand that the hill i s  in danger of being quarried by the adj acent quar� 
company • • • • • • •  Als o  in the article by J .W. �os ter the reference to a s pibograph 
should be to a pantograph , I ' m  informe d . � • • •  I unders tand there is to be an 
as troarchaeology weekend at Glas gow Univers ity, September 19-21 , at which Prof . 
Thorn will be speaking . Res idential charge to be £12 according to informant • • • •  
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