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MAGONIA is an independently published 
ma.ga.zine, devoted to a broad exaaina tion 
of the UFO phenomenon. It is published 
by the Editors, and has no connection 
with any other UFO magazine or group. 
Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily shared by the Editors. 

Welcome to MAGONIA! The curious double 
masthead above is our way of emphasising 
the continuity of MUFOB and tofAGONIA. We are 
well aware that MUFOB is a n&lle that has 
developed its own aabience (or even notor­
iety) in the ufological couunity. It has 
in some ways become rather more than a 
magazine, and has perhaps epitomised a 
particular approach to the UFO enigma. We 
hope that this charater will continue with 
MA GONIA. Any changes that are made will 
represent a broadening of approach towards 
a wider perspective, and not an abandon­
ment of any of the lines of enquiry which 
have given MUFOB its distinctive qualities. 

In this first issue of MAGONIA we 
have an article by John Fletcher which 
examines the religious and social back­
ground to two great 'waves' of visionary 

• experience. Although the second of these 
is often described in a UFO context, Hr 

� Fletcher looks behind the phenomenon to 
examine the sort of world the people who 

• saw these 'UFOs' were living in, and· how 
this structured their beliefs and expect­
ations. This is not a 'UFO article' in the 
conventional sense of the phrase, but is 
rather one which extends our understanding 
of the circumstances under which people 
experience a wide range of visions and 
events, some of which we have chosen to 
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MAGONIA is the successor to MUFOo (The 
Metempirical UFO Bulletin) and this first 
issue of MAGONIA corresponds with issue 
number fifty of MUFOB. 

All correspondence, subscriptions and 
exchange �adnes should be sent to the 
editorz John Riamer, 64 Alric Avenue, 
New Ma.ld en, Surrey, KT) 4JW, UK. 

HAGONIA is available by exchange with 
other journals, or on subscription at the 
following ratest 
United Kingqom, £1.75 per year (4 issue
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USA, �.00 (lncluding air-111a.il postage l 
other countries as for USA at current 
exchan«e rates. Cheques and aoney orders 
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label with those three emotive letters 
U - F - 0. 

Although we intend to widen our hor­
izons into approaches which until now 
have seemed to fall outside the tradit­
ional limitations of our stwy, MAGONIA 
remains very auch a UFo-oriented journal. 
We shall be continuing our examinations 
of high-strangeness close-encounter and 
• peychic-conta.ctee' events, and have 
another major investigation of such a 
case, by Nigel Watson, rea.dy for our next 
issue. 

We are sure that those who have 
enjoyed fo1UFOB in the past, and found 1 ts 
approach stillulatlng, will continue to 
appreciate its qualities in 1t new 
manifestation as MAGONIA. 

The result of the Cutty Sark Essay 
Competition can only have come as a sur­
prise to those who knew nothing of the 
panel of jooges. It was entirely predict­
able that an essay like James Oberg's 
winning entry �hould collect first prize. 
Equally predictable were the outraged re­
sponses from ufologists, as demonstra.teQ. 
by the letters column of � Scientist. 

Oberg·'s points are valid, although he 
Continued on page 8 
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JOHN FLETCHER 

Millenarianism, the active looking 
forward and expectation of the imminent end 
of the world , is an extremely common human 
outlook. We t�nd to associate it solely 
with Christian belief, where it is enshrin­
ed most spectacularly in the Book of Rev­
elation. The outlook, though unacknowledged, 
is equally held b,y agnostics and aetheists -
it is a constant in huaan nature. In polit­
ics those on the right say that thi�s have 
never been worser with positive relish they 
declare that we are on the edge of an abyss 
and unless a strong man takes over p�te 
h.tlste and lays down the law in no uncertain 
terms, then God help us. Those on the left 
soe what they assume to be the ever increas­
ing chaoe - any quick glance at newsptlpers 
over the last hundred years will show that 
things are no 111ore nor less chaotic than 
they have ever been - as living proof that 
the end of our present society is at hand, 
the revolution is nigh, and then paradise 
shall descend and we shall all live as 
brothers and sisters in !!lien. Those in the 
centre are as millenarian as anyone - just 
vote for me, just forgo that psy demand, 
just stifle�is natural instinct in the 
name of the c01t111on good, and somewhere just 
over the horizon is the Promised land .  

Nearly all of us, somewhere inside us 
believe that if only one or two things 
could happen, then there would be a mirac­
ulous transformation of society, and every­
thing is going to be an eternity of coming 
up roses. 

Since the earliest times, man has 
· wished to be aware of the apprOA.ch of cata­

strophic changes in his life. Much of mega­
lithic technology provided an accurate 
forecast of cosmic events. The Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle was originally started b,y monks 
to ensure that an accurate calendar could 
be computated and obeerved in religious 
ceremonies. The coming of comets was as im­
portant as the p:�.ssing of kings - the first 
often precipitating the latter. Fred Hoyle 
is now garlanding us with a theory that 

each passing comet drowns us in a new and 
deadly strain of bacteria. Comets were 
traditionally harbingers of disease and 
plague. Eclipses of the sun interfere with 
the l:alance of gra vi ta t1 onal pulls , and 
caused earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, 
which in turn, through the amount of dust 
in the atmosphere, can seriously affect the 
weather and crops in ensuing years. 

Scientists have for some time now 
equated vigorous sunspot activity with poor 
weather conditions on Earth. In a New 
Scientist article (Our Inconstant Sun, 18th 
January 1979), Dr David Clark has traced 
tack record� of sunspots b,y Chinese astron­
omers for 2000 years. What is unusual is 
not only that these two phenomena (sunspots 
and bad weathet) do correlate, but that the 

but that the onset of bad sunspot cycles 
also, time and time again, correspond with 
the overthrow of one dynasty and the start 
of another. In all traditional societies, 
they king or queen was seen as a represen­
tative of the heavenly powers on earth, 
and should a messenger such as a comet or 
earthquake be seen or experienced on 
earth, it was taken as a sigh that the over­
throw of the mighty was imminent. Plague 
and famine were signs of bad rulers, who 
wre sacrificed to assua.ge the angry gods or 
forces. The death rate uongst Anglo-Saxon 
kings at times of hardship is phenomenal. 
As Shakespeare puts it in Richard .!lli 

The bay trees in our country are all 
wi therAd, 

Ann meteors fright the fixed s tars of 

heaven; 
The pale faced moon looks bloody on the 

earth 
And lean-looked prophets whisper fearful 

chang e. 
These signs fortell the n eath or fall of 

kings. 

In tribal societies, where the kings 
or queens were sacral rather than possessing 
political or military power and ruled b,y 



,. 
consent, then chan&eovers and replaceaenta 
were usually accepted without undue fuse. 
However in feudal society, when kings ruled 
by force, change was effected by force, then 
the roles of prophecy and portent changed. 
For the rulers, they would have to reflect 
the permanence and legitiaacy of that rule. 
For the a.mbitious and powerful who wished 

• to usurp power they would need to fortell 
a new star rising. For the underpriveledged 
and exploited at the bottom of the pile, 

_ the prophets would be looked for to promise 
sudden chan&e, violent revenge and better 
tiaee to come. 

This position was further a�vated. by 
the arrival of Christianity, a monomaniacal, 
monotheistic religion, which, to be crudely 
cynical for a aoaent, relied for much of its 
selling power to possible converts on its 
promised contract between God and believer. 
A promise that God would soon come, in J18r­
son to rule in glory, create paradise on 
earth, overthrow the mighty, punish the 
wicked {especially the powerful), and re­
ward the faithful. What is more, the actual 
coming is described in graphic detail, with 
armies urching through the skies, lightning 
flashed, thundercloooa, flying scrolls, etc. 

Such writings not only gave consolat­
ion to the poor and downtrodden, they activ­
ely gave thea hope• and the worse their 
situation grew, the �reater was that hope. 
Even until well into the nineteenth century 
any halfway decent thunderstorm could be 
sure to bring the poorer elements of a 
district out into the streets, on their 
knees, imploring the Lord for aercy. 

For several centuries in the late 
Middle Ages and up to the Civil War, it was 
a capital offence to possess any books or 
manuscripts of prophecy which fortold the 
overthrow of the Kin!- secular prophets 
like Mother Shipton, Richard Nixon (sic!), 
and Nostradamus, usin� astrological predic­
tions being considered especially subver­
sive. With the Bible however, the authorit­
ies were faced with a particular problem. 
A ei!Qificant part of their power rested on 
a belief in divine sanction, provided b.Y 
the Bible. And yet within itself, the Bible 
contained the seeds for their overthrow. 
Theologyand dogma aside, the �in reason for 
opposing the translation of the Bible for 
so long was the scaring thought that the 
faithful might actually read it! 

With the Civil War, both secular power 
- through the King - and religious power -
through the Archbishop of Canterbury - caae 
toppling down. The sale of prophesies 
boomed ae never before. A foreign observer 
of the tiae described the English as being 
'half-dead with prophecy'. In 1651 , with a 
total eclipse of the sun, the rich left 
London in droves, and the end of the world 
was expected. It was believed that w; th the 
overthrow of Church and King, Christ s 

descent to earth was imminent. Several 
people :.ame forward proolaimin! themselves 
as Christ or as the prophets of His second 
comin! fortold in Revelations. With Satan's 
etranclehold broken, there were reports 
from all over England of flaming portents 
and marchin! armies filling the skies, her­
alding the Apocalypse. As always in revolu­
tions, before the party men take over, 
there was that amazing hiatus during which 
people actually demand the impossible and 
are transformed with energy and imagination. 

I will deal with the millenarianisa in 
one area- Somerset- in some detail. Somerset 
where there was a flourishing wool trade, 
was probably the most politically and relig­
iously radical area in the country. As the 
revolution gradually foundered., and as it 
became increasingly obvious by the late 
1650's that the monarchy and the Churchh of 
England would be restored, the psychological 
pressure grew amongst believers for Christ 
to march with His aray to succour the faith­
ful on earth. The pressure be�an to manifest 
itself in various psychic and paranoraal 
phenoaena. There was an outburst of witch­
hunts, prosecutions and executione' espec­
ially in areas where nonconformist crafts­
men were prevelant. In the most famous case 
at Shepton Mallet, two women were executed 
on the evidence of a young boy who claimed 
they had bewitched him and caused him to fly 
through the a.ir - a. spectacle observed by 
several witnesses. 

Then came a series of sightings of 
second suns in the sky, second moons, and 
armies marching througgh the skies and 
giving battle, as reported in a previous 
MUFOB, which preceded the Act of Uniformity 
in 1662. By this time not only had the 
counter-revolution succeeded b,y the restor­
ation of Charles II, but Anti-Christ, in 
the l!hape of the Church of England, was 
coming back to preside over every parish, 
while their own Nonconformist pastors were 
being banished or imprisoned. If Christ was 
to come, then it must be before the Act of 
Uniformity became law. Despite the return 
of 'Anti-Christ• however the West Country, 
and Somerset in particular, remained a hot­
bed of sedition. Astrologers, prophets and 
non-conformists were unceasingly brought to 
trial, imprisoned, or whipped round the town 
on market day. For twenty years the whole 
West Country was coming to the boil of ·the 
l1onDtouth Rebellion, when once more Civil 
War radicals and millenarians would riee. 
In May 168J , only two years before Monmouth 
landed, there were large scale outbreaks of 
possession and witchcraft in villages like 
Spreyton and towns like Barnstaple, amongst 
the Nonconformist weavers. At Spreyton a 
111an was hounded by apirita and thrown fro111 
his horse in front of witnesses by invis­
ible beings and propelled through the air. 

There were hags and apparitions which came 
and haunted the entire village, and polter­
geist activity. 

Some idea ofthe millenarian 
atmosphere in the West Country just 
befo�e the Monmouth Rebellion can be gauged 
�� the letters Andrew Pasoh3l, the Rector 
of Chedzoy in Somerset - a parish contiguous 
to Sedgemoor - wrote to the antiquary John 
Aubrey: 

) "Before our troubles (the Re belli on 
came on we had such si!Qs as used to be 
deemed fore-runners of such things. In May 
1680 there was that monstrous birth at Isle 
Brewers, a Jarish in S011erset, which at 

• that time was Much taken note of - two fe­
male children joined in their bodies from 
the breast down. They were born May 19th, 
and christened Aquila and Priscilla. May 

1 29th I saw them well and likely to live. 
About at the same time, reports went of 
divers others in the inferior sorts of 
animals, both the oviparous and viviparpus 
kinds. But perhaps many of these, and the 
other odd things then talked of, owed, if 

not their being, yet their drwss, to aper­
stition and fancy. In the January following 

Mon�ay the Jrd, at seven in the morning, we 

had an earthquake, which I myself felt here 

It
-

came with a whizzing gust of wind f�om 

the west end of my house which shook it. 
This motion was observed in Bridgewater, 
Taunton, Wells and other places, and near 
3ome caverns in the Mendip Hills and was 
sai.d to be accompanied by thundering noises. 

"In the end of the year 1684, 12 Dec • • 
were seen from this place, at sun rising, 
�rielii, and this when in a clear, sharp, 
frosty morning there were no clouds to 
make the reflection. It was probably from 
the thickness of the atmosphere. The place 
of the fight (Sedgemoor) which was in the 
following summer, was near a line drawn 
from the eyes of the spectators to these 
mock suns" 

This system of aligning aerial phenom­
enon with important political events was one 
used be Aubrey himself. He notes that on 1st 
May l64?, at Bro��chalk in Wiltshire, two 
rainbows appeared circling the sun. On the 
lrd June 1647, Cornet took his prisoner 
C�rles I (a vastly important symbolic 
political act) from Holdenby to the Isle of 
IHght. From Broa:'l.chalk the Island lay exact­
ly .in the direction where the rainbows 
intArsected. Again at the en� of 1688, when 
the landing of william of Orange (a sort of 
moi.e� te Monmouth) was expected daily, Aub­
rey noted two balls of light appear in the 
sky above Bishop's Lavington in Wiltshire. 

As the negro spiritual has it (many 
black slave beliefs had West Country origins, 
white slaves - often conclemned Monmouth 
rebels - historically preceding them on 
Southern plantations): 

And the Lord hung a rainbow, as a sign, 
lvon't be water, but fire next time. 

What I have been trying to do so far 
is describe how in a religi ous society, well 
versed in the Bible , political and social 
strains often express themselves in vision­
ary, Acstatic �nrl transenrlental states of 
mind. Since not only the natural world -
throu�h comets, eclipses, etc. - but also 
the Lord God Almighty, throu!h fiery char­
iots, Armies of the Apocalypse, etc., has 
decided to his immanence and power in the 
sky, then there can be no surprise when 
the faithful, convinced of the immanence 
of the End, see evidence of it writ large 
across the heavens. Because religion, or 
at least a literal interpretation of the 
Bible no longer has such a hold over large 
Jarte of the population in the Western 
world, this does not mean that the desire 
for a complete break with the past and a 
deue ex machina to descend and change 
everything, has gone away. 

It is in this context that I wish to 
examine the Ohio Airship flap of 1897 , 
particularly in reference to an excellent 
article in the Winter 1978 edition of 
Pursuit maga�ine, by Andrew E Rothovius, 
entitled 'Analogies of the Propogation 
Waves of the Great Fear in France. 1789 , 
and of the Airship Flap in Ohio, 1897 ' .  
I should stress that I have been unable to 
get hold of contemporary newspapers from 
Ohio, and my deductions of Ohio society at 
this time were garnered from Bristol Cent­
ral Library. Perhaps any American read er 
might be interested in following it up. 

Rothovius's article describes in some 
detail the spread through provincial 
France, on the eve of the outbreak of the 
Revolution, of reports of massacres of 
French civilians by foreign invading troops. 
The reports were all similar. A exhausted 
man, his clothes in dissarray, would run 
into his nei!hbouring village, saying that 
he had personally witnessed the complete 
destruction of his own village and the 
massacre of 1 ts inha bi tante by troops. This 
would create panic and the news would be 
passed on to the next village in a similar 
manner. Gradually, villa�era of the second 
village picked up courage to visit the 
first, supposedly ransacked, village. But 
here they would discover that everything 
was normal. When taxed with this, the 
messengers from each village would refuse 
to believe it, swearing that they had per­
sonallJ seen the attacks take place. These 
wild panics spread across the country in 
a series of waves, often taking several 
weeks before they pe.tered out. However, 
one thing should be noted: these panics 
only took place in those parts of the 
country where the peasants had not actaily 
risen in physical rebellion against the 
crown and their lords. Where this had 
taken place the I'Uilours did not spread • 
In the �reas which did not rise the rua-
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ours seem to have acted as a sort of 
pseudo-rebellion. 

Rothovius draws parallels between this 
phenomenon and the spread of the reported 
sightings of airships through Ohio, foll­
owing the lnes of the railroads, and 
s prad. by farmers as they went. by railroad 
to their local market town. '!'here are 
however two points on which I wish to take 
him up. The first is on the question of 
the visions being prophetic, in that they 
were of relatively sophisticated 
airships at a time when no such craft 
existed. While it is impossible to prove 
an�ing either way, I would argue that 
precognition is in no way demonstrated by 
these sightings. Secondly, Rothovius por­
trys Ohio and its residents as 'tranquil' 
at the time of these sightings. I will 
show that this was very far from being the 
case. 

The nineteenth century was an age of 
scientific and technilogical revolution, a 
process that still continues. It also saw 
the advent of the mass-circulation news­
paper. In the changing world of today, the 
art form we look towards to explain 
our changing society is science-fiction -
whether we are talking about tle esoteric 
buffs, or the watchers of 'Blakes Seven'. 
There is a fe�ling that science-fiction is 
something new, or at least only goes back 
as far as H G Weals; the trouble bei� that 
science fiction has a form of built-in 
obsolescence, losing its appeal as time 
proves its 'prophecies hopelessly wrong. In 
fact science fiction was both more wide­
spread and more avidly consumed in the 19th 
Century than it is today (see �tterns of 
Expectation, 1644 - m by I F Cl&rke, Cape 
1979) Its vehicle was the popular press. 
This public hunger for science fiction was 
proved as early as 1835 with the notorious 
Great Lunar Hoax of the New York Sun. The 
editor, keen to boost his circulation, 
printed a series of stories purporting to 
come froM South Africa, from the aouth of 
the famous English astronomer Sir John 
Herschel, who had witnessed through his 
telescope abundant evidence of teeming life 
forms on the moon. Each story gave graphic, 
highly i.aginative descriptions of the life 
supposedly observed there. within a few 
days the � became the largest circulation 
newspaper in the world, and stayed that way 
even after the hoax was discovered. (It 
woulrl be interesting for some American 
Fortean to pursue the question of whether 
there was a simultaneous outbreak of repor­
ts of strange and exotic life forms here 
on Earth. Again, whether Edgar Allen Poe's 
wildly successful hoax of 1844- also in the 
lli!!!- of a fictitious three day crossing of 
the Atlantic by balloon, led to an outbreak 
of airship reports.) 

In a world in which society was chang­
ing daily by the forces of new technology 
there·was not only an immense demand for 
information on the latest technology, how 
it wori<ed, what it looked like (a demand 
satisfied in �land by such magazines as 
the Illustrated �News), but also for 
huge wads of imaginative fiction which 
would allow the public's consciousness to 
come to terms with this whole Autre Monde ­
the title of a contemporary French maga�ine 
which did precisely this. 

The wildly successful literature of 
tho�e like Verne, whose work ·was printed 
and reprinted over and over again in the 
popular press, fulfilled this need. Science 
fiction however, not only provided fantas­
tic, thrilling descriptions of the power 
and influence of contemporaty technology, 
but also it drew on and reinforced and re­
invigourated certain basic human myths. 

Coneider the myth of another civilis­
ation living below us under the Earth's 
aurface. Common in classical times and 
Celtic mythology, it was first disinterred 
in modern times Qy Baron Holberg's Journey 
to !h!!, �rld Undersround, in 1741, and 
rapidly became a staple of European and 
American fiction. In 1818 Captain John 
Symmes sent his famous meaorandua to the 
governments and principal institutions of 
the world proposing an expedition to the 
centre of the Earth. He stated z ••I ask one 
hundred brave com�&nions, well equipped, 
to start froa Siberia .in the fall season 
withreindeers and sleighs." Entrance to 
the underground world was to be found at 
the north pole Poe'e story "Me. Found in 
!. Bottle, Verne's Journey l2, the Centre of 

, .!:!:!.! �. and countless iaitators kept. the 
ayth alive in the public sub-consciousness 
into the twentieth century. In California 
in the late nineteen thirties a playboy 
named Joe Bell started. his Mankind United 
movement by preaching that a race of little 
men with metal heads who lived in the 
centre of the world would tell cultists 
what to do, through hie revelations. Mainly 
they seeaed to tell his quarter of a mill­
ion followers that they should present Joe 
Bell with large sums of money. Finally, in 
our own day we have the group of cultists 
who believe that UFOs come from a hole in 
the Earth at the north pole. 

Thus popular science fiction not only 
visualised and explained the effects of 
the latest technology to its mass reader­
ship, it also nourished basic ayths within 
the human soul. One of the great fantasies 
of mankind - at least aaongst men - is to 
dream of fighting and aaking war, where 
with the press of a button one send whole 
nations into oblivion. Science fiction of 
course pandered shameleesly·to this fantasy 
(just as it does today) and the full pan­
oply of Verne's futuristic technology were 

wielded with gay abandtn against opposing 
nations or revoltins natives. The 1860's 
and 70's, the heyday of Verna and hie 
imitators, was also the grae. t age of imp­
erial expansion, when national psyches were 
being whipped up for the first time Qy the 
mass popular press, int� a frenzy of in­
security and ita invariable concomitant, 
aggression. It was an ase of social Dar­
winism, of the intellectual legitimization 
of one r�ce - be it Anglo-Saxon, Teutonic, 
French - �assacreins, conquering and sub­
jecting other races, ·because they were 

.inherently inferior, h&d black skins, long 
noses or ate garlic. 

Science fiction was not only fun. 
Those ambitious for power and influence 
began to use it to scare and manipulate 
the public into accepting their demands -
usually for increased militarization. The 
forst and most fuous c£ these atte•pts was 
probably Sir George Tomp�ns Chesney's 
� Battle of DorkiM• published in 1871. 
The first writer seriously to take e tock 
of the advances in modern weaponry and to 
imaaine its use in aodern warfare, Chesney 
wrote a graphic and powerful description 
of a well-armed France invading and devast• 
ating Southern England, as an attempt to 
scare the British into adopting a programme 
of national conscription. His book was 
successful. It was published and sreialised 
in England, New York, Philadelphia, Toronto 
and Melbourne, and translated into Dutch, 
French, German, Italian, Spanish and Port­
uguese, and provoked seventeen coun•er­
attacks and imi�ions in English alone. It 
produced a hoet of imitations - scare stor­
ies like Erekine Childer's Riddlo of the 
�about the threat of a"Geiiiiiiiinvas­
ion - which led not only to a far greater 
sense of national identity, but to the 
creation of a war psychosis. 

In the USA the aoet fa111ous perpetrator 
of the militaristic scare was an Admiral 
Mahan, who in successive books showed how 
the key to imperial power in the past had 
always been sea power, and that if America 
was to stand the aggression of aoquisative 
foreign powers and take its rightful place 
in the race for colonial power, the America 
should scrap it rundown fleet of coast­
guard ve8sels 4nd start building 
battleships - quick! Since hie views co­
incided rather neatly with Aaerican big­
bueiness, which needed access to cheap raw 
�aterials, then the battleships were built 
rather quickly. Soon the US had a new bat­
tle fleet, which needed someone to fight. 
Eyes fell upon the local eick aan, Spain 
Spain's Carribean and Pacific colonies 
looked in need of some strong, virile 
rule. This sudden encouragement of a war 
psychosis amongst the American people co­
inci�edwith an newspaper circulation war 
between the Pulitzer newspaper chain, and 

the Hearst papers, Hearet himself was 
rather friendly with the tycoons of the 
Sugar Trust, who were casting covertous 
eyes on Cuba. Hearst decided his interests 
lay in whipping up war fever by portraying 
the alleged barbarities of Spanish rule, 
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and damning the faint hearts at home (main- . 
ly the Pulitzer papers) who were unwilling 
to take a stand against these 'outrages'. 
By 1879 Hearst 's campaign had provoked the 
nation to war, and Hearst was on his way 
to winning hie own circulation war. 

The papers were filled, not only with 
photos and descriptions of the war, but 
with ripping, stirring, futuristic yarns 
of technological derring-do, in which 
Anglo-saxon supermen patrolled the world 
in flying machines stn1 airships, crushing 
'lower races' into submission. 

Many of these tales of young men con­
quoring the world were written in the name 
of socialism. The young men were national­
ist socialists who would conquor the world 
for their paticular race in the name of 
socialism. Thus after technology had been 
used briefly in a destructive fashion to 
get power into the hands of those idealist­
ic enou�h and competent enough to use it, 
science would then be applied to bring the 
secular millenium about, here on Earth. 
Science was the religion of the nineteenth 
century, technology promised the millen­
ium, and mass po�lar science fiction 
served as the holy scriptures. �hips had 
been foretold, therefore in popular con­
sciousness there wae no reason why they 
should not be fore-seen. 

In 1897 Ohio was in social, political 
and economic turmoil. It was everything 
but 'tranquil'. From the time of the Civil 
War Ohio had become the centre of the 
American industrial revolution, and was 
politically dominated by the interests of 
steel, oil and coal, which in turn were 
intimately associated with Washington. 
The majority of American presidents were 
to come from Ohio until the 1920's. There 
were several unsuccessful attempts at a 
state level to break the business strangle 
hold on the levers of power and break 
the economic monopoly. In the first of a 
series of deep slumps there was a bitter 
railroad strike in 1877, the violent 
Hocking Valley coal strike in 1884, the 
1892 Homestead Massacre of steelworkers in 
contiguous Pannsylvania, the extremely 
violent Pullman etrike of 1894, and Jacob 
S Coxley•e· famous march to Washington in 
1894 to protest against unemployment. He 
dubbed the marchers the 'Commonweal of 
Christ' and took as his slogan 'Peace on 
Earth, Goodwill to Men, but Death to 
Interest on Bonds'. The 111arch was unsucc­
essful By 1897 industrial Ohio was well 
into the worst slUIIIp in ita history. The 
Protestant church was was beginning to 
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show an interest and concern in social 
and economic matters in Ohio. In 1882, 
'Nashington Gladden started his 'Social 
Gospel' ministry in Columbus, which was to 
last thirty years, and have a profound 
effect on congre�atione and ministers 
throughout Aaerica. It gave attention to 
economic and socta reform and criticized 
the creed of economic individualism and 
greed. 

The airship was spotted in rural Ohio 
· where farming was likewise going through a 

profound depression. The price index for 
farm produce had fallen continuously since 
the Civil War. In 1866 it had been 140, in 
1896 it had fallen to 56, due to the open­
ing of new farming lands in the Far West 
and abroad. Farming in the Hid West was in 
chaos. The Kansae sayingr ''In God we trust, 

in Kansas we bust" held true for the whole 
of the Mid-West, where, it has been calcu­
lated that durin� the 1890's, 90% of all 
faras cha.Jl&ed hands. 

This general i•poverishment of the 
Mid-Western fai'!Iere- most of them ram-rod 
straight Protestants • resulted in the rise 
of the political movement known ae Popul­
ism. This movement blamed the slump on the 
extortion of railr�d barons - who 
expldted their monopoly on transporting the 
farmers' produce to market- an on an inter­
national conspiracy of financiers who kept 
the price of gold artificially high, and 
thus kept ordinary people in continual debt 
and penury. The Populist Pa.rty, which was 
to sweep America, was formed at Cinncinnati 
in Ohio in 1891. It was given a great 
impetus, firstlt � the financial panic and 
collapso on liall Street in 1893, and then 
Q1 the Gold Reserve Crisis of 1895. In 1896 
with the American industrial and agricul­
tural slump reaching its depths, the Demo­
crats nominated a populist, an ex-preacher 
and Protestant minister, Williams Jennings 
Bryan, to run as their presidential cand­
idate. Denounced as an anarchist and revol­
utionary, in November 1896, only five 
months before the airship sightings, Bryan 
made a famous speech concluding: "You shall 
not press down upon the brow of labor 
this crown of thorns, you shall not cruelly 
mankind upon a cross of gold". Bryan lost 
the election narrowly - it was a contest 
between the monied East, the creditors, and 
the impoverished West and South, the eebt­
ors. 

If, at the height of the depression, 
politics failed, what else was there to 
turn to? Due to the inadequacies of the 
Bristol Central ·Library, I lack definite 
proof, ouly the etro�est circumstantial 
evidence, that Ohio and the American Mid­
West, in the spring of 1897, was in the 
�ip of an intense non-conformist relig­
ious revival. The Lord was at hand. 

Perhaps he did not come in the old 
proteetant way to save hie chosen people, 
his army marching triumphant across the 
skies. Maybe over the years the iaagery of 
Christian and secular millenarianisa had 
become confused or cha�ed in the public 
mind. The people were still des para te and 
hopin� for an immediate change in their 
situation. In a secularised, industraial­
ised materialistic society, their God was 
now eypolised b.y scientific and technol­
ogical wonders rather than the cumbersome 
imagery of the Book of Revelation, but 
their desire for the millenium, for sal­
vation remained precisely the saae, and 
that desire took precisely the sue form 
of transcendent images seen in the skies 

There has always been this element of 
suppr�ssed desire- often idealistic -in 

the sightings of unexplained aerial phen­
omena. The Portuguese vision of Fatima 
took place at a�me of intense agricultural 
depression and poverty. 

The little green men, when they climb 
from their craft of beam their messages 
down through mediums •ore often than not 
express the most admirable and sensible of 
messages - that nuclear weapons are an abom­
ination and should be tanned, that man is 
killing himself b.y pollutin� the world he 
lives in, that people should love one 
another. 

Until governments and the powerful 
cease being wicked, corrupt and destructive, 
until men and women can live with dignity 
and good-neighbourliness and equality arid 
each is the master of their own destiny, 
then I venture to say that psychic engines 
of retribution will continue to trundle 
over the horizon and through the clouds. 

At whatsoever time this eventually 
does come about, of course, the millenium 
will finally have come - I expect. 

ili i torial. fi'rom Iage 2 
may be guilty of sins of omission b.y con­
centrating his attack on one approach to 
the subject, anci implying that the methods 
he deprecates represent the only way the 
problem is being tackled b.y urologists. 

MUFOB received some criticism for 
taking what eome people thought was a 
rather flippant attitude to the Cutty Sark 
offer. 'this was generally s&an at the time 
as 'good publ!ci ty • for ufology. One major 
UFO organisation attempted to identify 
itself quite strongly with the competition 
Ironically, jt was an official of this 
organisation who was amongst the first off 
the mark to denounce the winning entry. 

MAGONIA 's informants indicate that if 
tha judges' decision had gone to the other 
front-running entry (it was apparently a 
narrow decision) the ufological ructions 
may have been even greater! 
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891 21 June 1959 2000 hre 
1liE WILLOWS near PRETORIA (TRANSVAAL 

SOU'IH AFRICA) A housewife saw on her farm, 
a saucer shaped object "the size ot a 
house• at 4.Sm alt. about 90. away. The 
object was illuminated by an orange �low 
from ite interior, like a dying fire, and 
a �reen light from the side. After a tew 
seconds it disappeared at great speed, app­
arently following the contours ot the 
ground • The witness refused to �i ve her 
name through fear of ridicule. (FSR j,6, 
p.l9 - Pretoria !!.!!! 22 Jun 19 59) 

892 26 June 1959 1110 hrs 
WHITEFIELD(GREATER MANCHESTER, ENGe 

LAND) Mr R 'l'aylor (22) ot Westminster M 
Whitefield was walking down Alexander Ave 
when he observed two men, 1.8m tall, 
walking ahead of him. They were dressed 
like cycliete, with tight-fitting trous­
ers and heaV7 boots, and 'l'aylor was 
surprised by their long blonde hair, The 
men turned a corner, and when 'l'aylor 
looked they had vanished. (DIGAP tiles) 
893 26 June 1959 1845 hrs 

BOIANAI (NEW GUilfEA) The Anglican 
miseiona171 Rev. William B Gill had just 
finished his dinner and wae ooaing out of 
the door of hie mission-house near the 
beach, when his attention was ca�ht by a 
very bright sparkling object near Venus. 
As the light descended, Gill and teachers 
Stephen Gill Moi and Ananais Ra.ra ta saw 
it shining like a lamp and hoverin� between 
90 • 120 11. away, where it was the apparent 
length or 'halt a hand'. It changed to dull 
yellow and could be seen to be circular, 
with a number of legs, a wide base, narr­
ower on top, and with a shaft of blue 
light which shone up into the sky. Men 
came out of the objeot and appe.red on top 
and were illuminated by a kind of �low. 
The craft was surrounded b.y e���aller ob­
jeots aoving erratically and swinging like 
a pendulUil. At 2130 hrs the object wavered 

then &p.rted at high speed. (.Y!.Q! in 1!!.2 
Worlds,p.l4- Nor��&n Cruttwell- Williaa 
Gii'i""is' FSR gt),p. J- Cruttwell r: Lor IV, 
p.lOl u Olsen J-67- APRO Nov 196l,p.5) 

894 27 JUne 1959 1800 hrs 
BOIANAI (NEW GUINEA) Medical assist­

ant Annie Borewa alerted the other members 
ot the mission statt to a lu.inous object 
aoc0111panied by two smaller lights. Two 
bei� were workin« on the la.�e object, 
a third was leani� over the rail. When 
Gill and others waved at the bein«1 it and 
three o011p.nions returned the �eature. The 
aachine swun�. apparently in response to 
light signals, The beings then went below. 
'l'lfo emerged later to oa.rr:y on working. 
After some minutes Gill went inside for 
dinner, and the strange craft was la. ter 
seen only in the distance. (References aa 
above, add FSR,j,6,p. 7- Brisbl.ne Sunday 
l1!.!!, 16 Aug 59) 
89 5 SUilller l9 '59 Evening 

'ruRNER O!AINE) On a clear evening 
with a bright 11oon, Enlily Deneaul t, a aio­
roelectronics operator, was in her drive 
when she heard a hUilaing sound and saw 
lights flying low over a field 300. away 
across a road. She thought it was a plane 
about to crash until she realised that the 
lights had stopped and there was no sound. 
As she alerted her son Robert, her step­
father Alex Blanchard and her sister Rita, 
the object tloa.tAd down into the field, 
its lights goin� out. Another object then 
appeared and hovered over the landed one. 
The objects, identical in shape, resembled 
two saucers joined by a rim ot dark �lass. 
Intensely bright blue lights revolved round 
the ria, aaking EMily's eyes water when 
she looked a i them through binoculars. The 
objects themselves had a dul grey-silver 
colour. The one on the �round floated up 
to join the other, and they aoved away at 
terrific speed. The next aornin� a sull 
area of bumt grass was found. (Fuller Ib 
P·53- Ray Fowler) 

896 SUilller 19 59 1.& te even!� 
(LINCOUfSHIRE, ENGLAND) Four RAF 

personnel were returning to their bomber 
base when they saw a light in the distance 
just above �ound level. Further on they 
turned a bend in the road and encountered 
a machine the si�e of a Vuloan bomber, 
hovering above �round about 20. from the 
road. A beam of li�ht projected troa the 
underside of the object, in which vague 
movements could be seen. As the car's 
headlights struck this beu it was drawn 
up gradually into the craft. When the men 
reached their base they inquired if any air 
craft had made a forced landing. When they 
found that none had the decided to keep 
quiet about their experience through tear 
of ridicule. (FSRCH p,p.l6- 'l'erenoe 
Collins) 
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897 Summer 1959 (a�px} 0015 hre 
PAN Diil AZUCAR (CORDOBA, ARGENTINA) 

Mrs Stutz and Mr cl: Mrs Roesi were O&llping 
in a valley bordering the Fan de Azucar. 
It began to rain heavily so the two ladies 
went out to fetch in some belon&in«a, when 
they saw a strange opaque aass coaing 
straight towards thea. When only l5a fro. 
them it changed course rapidly and vanish• 
ed into the night. It resembled the wingl-

. ess fuselage of an aircraft with a number 
ot small rectangles aloag it. It flew at 
8-lO a, eaitting no sound or light. (FSRCH 
- Uriondo 13- CADIU- letter tr011 eyewit­
neeses} 
898 July 1959 1100 hrs 

MILFORD HA V»J ( PEMBROJm>HIRE, DYFED, 
WAL.&S) Insurance a«ent Mr D J Harris was 
walking down Charles Street when ha heard 
a whistling noise and saw an enormous 
metallic grey object 45m diam descending 
slowly at 15a alt. on the right hand side 
ot the road. The object waa elliptical, spinnng very slowly. It appeared to be 
made of a substance like weathered alua­
inua. Around the ll&XiiiUIII di8JIIeter was a 
row of deep flutings. The object moved be­
hind a 20m tall chapel steeplea when Ha.rris 
got round the corner it had vanished. (FSR 
g_Q,2, p.lO - F W Hall id ay) DATE POSS. 1960 
899 lJ July 1959 (appx) 0005 hrs 

SUCHS (LERIDA, SPAIN) Antonio Domi.n«o 
(40) saw an object surrounded � a glow, 
on an es ta. te 2 5klll from Le rid a. It was 
spherical, 80cm diaa. hovering motionless 
at 15m., and illuainating the country 
like daylight. It started moving in a 
west-east direction and Doaingo paniced 
when he heard an explosion. Hie brother 
)Ion away could only see the glow. (B29-
CEI) 
900 13 July 1959 0530 hrs 

BLENHEIM (MARLBOROUGH, NE"II ZEALAND) 
Mrs Frederick Moreland , on her sull fan 
outside Blenheia on Old Renwick Road, got 
up at 0500 hre to milk the cows. After 
lighting the steaa sterilizer and switch­
ing on the lights and radio, she got her 
torch and went out to the cows, which were 
bedded down beaeath a row of pine trees b.Y 
the boundary fence. The morning was cold 
with a hard froet, and as she walked to the 
cows she noticed a green glow in the sky. 
She at first though this was the moon, 
until realising it was in the wrong part 
of the sky. The whole area was bathed in a 
brilliant "horrid" green light, as two 
green objects descended rapidly. She be­
came terrified, and ran for shelter behind 
the pine trees. A disc-shaped glow, with 
two indented green lights underneath desc­
ended. The air beC&IIIe warm from two binds 
of orange coloured flaae which shot out 
from the middle. When the machine stopped 

within a metre or so of the ground, the 
flames stopped and the two bands began re­
volving in opposite directions at great 
speed, lll&king a low hUIIUiing noise. The ob­
ject was 6-9111 diam. A white li8ht then 
seemed to be switched on in a iransparent 
dome, illuminating two figures dressed in 
skin tight silvery or aluminium suits with 
huge helmets. The rear f�re was leaning 
forwards on his hands looking at something 
in front, then sat down. As he did so, the 
machine tilted sli«htly, the bands stopped 
whirling, disappeared, then reappeared pro­
jectin« orange beaas. The object then shot 
upwards at high speed, with a hi&h pitched 
sound. A hot peppery sull was left behind 
Several other people in the locality also 
saw strange lights in the sky. ((Olsen J-65 
- Maney & Hall,p . 291) + FSR j,6,p.20 + 
Vallee Ilc,p.24- Nelson iilvening !:!!!! 22 
Jun 59 u Hervey Ia, p.lBl- Rev. Lionel 
Browning u New Look p.29 u Basterfield &: 
Chalker AFSR 2, p. 7 - Lionel Brown in« -
first hand) 

901 14 July 1959 
PRINCE OF WALES ISLAND (QUEENSLAND, 

AUSTRALIA) Aboriginal hunters reported the 
landing of red glowing object on a hill on 
the island. Other hunters saw a si11ilar 
object near Ka.I'UIIbl Lodge. (M492- AFSR 1, 
1 1:  FSR !!,5,p.24- Courier !!ail 18 Jun 62) 

902 2 August 1959 (appx) 0100 hrs 
CULLEH (MAGALLANES, CHILE) Juan Sova­

rzo, a worker for the national petrole� 
company (ENP) was taking readings of the 
level of the petroleum storage tanks when 
a lightcaae overhead which made hla run 
away, leaving the tank hatchways open. The 
light seemed to follow h�m. (Heiden- Pet­
rowitsoh- Amando Uribe) 
90) 9 August 1959. 1955 hrs 

CULLEN (MAGALLENES, CHILE) Mr and iolre 
Arma.nd (') Uri be and their 11 )lear old servant 
girl were returning from Sombrero oaap to 
their home when the truck ran out of fuel. 
The «irl saw a light and they thought it 
was another truckr then realised it was a 
bright, scintillatin« light, swinging like 
a pendulum. As it approached they saw it 
came from a vertical metallic 'egg', with 
two shafts of white light pointing down­
wards, spotlighting patches on the ground. 
From the top of the egg was a rose coloured 
contraption like a aegaphone, on what 
appeared to be an extended chain of Jletal­
lio pieces. Mrs Uribe and the girl were 
terrified. As Uribe got out of the truck 
the object changed posittn as if to ob­
serve him. He walked to the back of the 
truck, apparently paced by the object, but 
when he picked up his rifle and aimed it, 
it receded rapidly, vanishing in seconds. 
The 110111ent it had gone a truck appeared to 
take them b!Lck to camp. }lext day .he retur-

ned to the area, and calculated from the 
topography that the object was 1.511 wide, 
2m high, only about 60cm above the ground , 
and l20m from the truck. (Lor III,p.l4-
Uri bo first hand) 
904 12 August 1959 

CANAVI�IROS (SALVADOR, BRASIL) An un­
conventional vehicle resembling an army 
tank was seen on the Canavieiros swamps. 
The director of the "Fisherll&lls' Colony' 
took photographs from a distance. (UFO 
Critical Bulletin Ill, 5, p.4.) 
905 13 August 1959 21)0 hrs 

FREEPORT (TEXAS) A bright flying ob­
ject passed low in front of a car as the 
engine and headlights failed, and landed 
in a wooded area. Six witnesses in two 
separate groups saw the object, and the 
police were called. The dense under brush 
prevented observation of th� site. (M495 
-+ Maney cl: Hall p.l93 +UFO Evidence p. 75-
APRO Bulletin Sep 59) 
906 25 August 1959 1100 hrs 

W.ERDEHL-EVEKING (HORDRHEIN-WES'ni'ALEH, 
GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC) Hear Hagen, Lutz 
Holtaan approached a bright object in a 
forest, and fainted when he got cloee to 
it. When he regained consciousness he saw 
it take off silently vertically. It waa 
round, had tripod landing gear, two rows 
of brigt openings and was about JOm in 
diameter. (M495- UFO Nachrichten Oct 59) 
907 September 1959 

EURAMO (QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA) While 
driving a tractor near Euramo, Max Henzel 
saw a large, brilliant, conical craft, 
about lOa long hovering above the cane 
tops, illuminating a near� house with a 
red-orange light. (Hervey Ia,p.lOl) 
908 September 1959 Evening 

DUNOON (ARGYLE5HIRE, SCOTLAND) Pat­
ricia. Murchieon (lll) and Linda HcCulloch, 
went for an evening walk to Sandbank, )km 
away. Walking home of the High Road they 
saw two objects in the sky. The girls were 
frightened and ran to hide in a field at 
Ardnadam Farm, but the two objects descen­
ded until they were just above the telegr­
aph lines. The girls ran away, but the 
objects followed them until they jumped 
into a ditch where the objects still hov­
ered over them, and retreating then retur­
ning. Aft.r some time the girls stopped a 
car driven by Mr and Mrs Henry English of 
Paisley, who also eaw the large round ob­
jects. (Chapman Ia,p.40) 

909 7 September 1959 Morning 
WALLINGFORD (KENTUCKEY) Poetaan Wal­

t.r Ogden ob:lerved an elliptical shape 
hovering over the ground. It rose vertic­
ally eaitting a blast of flaMe, then sped 
away horizontally. A stained ring )Ocm 
wide enclosing a circle 4m diam. was fo�d 

ll 

(Maney &: Hall p.lll- Fleminssburg Flea n 
Gazette 17 Sep 59+ UFO Investigator Nov 9 

a: UFO Evidenoe,pp.97,1)8,151- Leet) 
910 lJ September 1959 0105 hrs 

GILLS ROCK (WISCONSIN) Ronald H Daub­
ner (28) a papermaker, was collecting 
worms for fishing, when he was shaken � a 
tremendous pulsating noise eo loud that it 
made his ears hurt. He saw a large yellow 
ring of light, with eight very bright blue 
lights just inside the circle, themselves 
surround ins a rin& of large red lights, 
which resembled an exhaust. 1he whole was 
rising vertically f»om a field Jka away. 
The witness only saw the one aspect of the 
object, which reminded hill of the under­
side of a rooket. The blue lights appeared 
to have the a trength of JOO kw bul be. ( Ols­
en J-66 +Official UFO Guide,p.l52- A tic) 

911 27 Septe•ber 1959 185.5hrs 
MARIANNEWND (SMAWD, SWiilDEH) Gideon 

Johannsson, an electrioity sub-station 
chief-fitter (59), went out of his house 
to investi«&te a power cut, when his 25yr 
old son Wolf directed his attention to a 
blinding white light hovering over a three 
story building. At firet he thotJ«ht it.'lfiEs 
a plane crashing, then a helicopter, as it 
descended quietly, saashing a aaple tree, 
then hoverin« )Oca above the street, rock­
ing like a boat in a swell. GJ approached 
to within )a of the object and saw an un­
usual o0111pact white light shining throU«h 
a large window revealing two beings inside. 
They had very high-crowned heads, large, 
•very beautiful• eyes, long thin noses 
with s��all nostrils, saall aouths and low­
er jaws and pointed china. They wore white 
unifonas with black belts crossed over 
their shouldere and ohesta. 'lbey were the 
sise of 14-year-old boys. One loosened his 
belt and began to work on BOil& kind of 
instrument. The being finished this work, 
and GJ gestured at hia, «etting no reply, 
except a sense that the bein«e were reading 
his aind and that he had an iMpression of 
the interior of the craft. Soon it aoved 
away, the witness following tor 25ft. It 
then vanished on the spot, creating a not­
icable air pressure. The object was desc­
ribed aa oval, 3. _5-4a lon.«, Z • .5ll hihgh, 

·light blue, metallic with plates at least 
8u thick, and gave the witness the bp­
ression of being 'hand aade' in some simple 
manner. A strange glassy deposit was found 
on power lines. 'l'he wi tneaa later suffered 
from a prickling sensation in his lower 
alxlomen, followed � glandular trouble and 
loss of appetite. GJ had previously had 
other UFO and Fortean experiences. (FSR 16 
6. p.l4 - And ere Liljegran - UFO Sweden 
Newsletter no.2- Sokaren 5/69 + 9/ 9-
Ewart Ma.rtesson (gives date as end Oct) :: 
Saucers Space and Science 59,p.9- Soren 
Andersson :: Lor V p.l28- Rehn 



l'l. 
912 2 October 1959 (appx) 

GLENORA ( BRITISH COWMBIA , CANADA) 
Gaynor Wilson ( 14) was riding in a field 
when she was terrified � . a bri lliant light 
overhead which illUIIina ted the ground .  Sh�· 
called her father, who saw the two strange 
orange objects and heard a hi�h-pitched 
hum which hurt his ears . {FSR �, l , p. l5 
- Vancouver .§.!!!!. 5 Oct 59 u Vallee Ib, p. 
140) 
91) 19 October 1959 1815 hrs 

POQUOOCfi ( VIRGINIA) Mark Muza ( 15) and 
Harold Moore Jnr ( 14) were hunting , 2km 
into the desolate Big Marsh area. , when 
Muza heard a whirring noise and saw a c ir­
cular object descending with a rocking 
•otion. It had a dark centre , encoap!.ssed 
by a 15c• wide eilvery rb , aetallic and 
glowing as if self-illuainated. As the ob­
ject descended to l.!)a Muza fired three 
shots at it frOIIl hie 12-bore sho� . 'lbe 
shot hit it with a aet&llic s ound • 'lbe 
machine then rose up spinning like a top, 
11aking a sound like a tornado at a speed 
too fast to eatiaate . (UFO Comaentary !, 1 ,  
p. ll : :  FS R  z, 6 , p . 27 - Newport News Da.ily 
Press) 
914 19 October 1959 21)0 hrs 

PINHAL ( RIO GRARDE DO SUL , BBASIL) 
Real-estate dealer and retired police off­
icer Cavalheiro Mendes , was holidaying at 
his beach house . Unable to sleep, he went 
for a walk on the beach "nudged � an unex­
plainable urge" . Alaoat iuediately after 
going outside he saw a huge light J� 
awa.y . He felt iapelled to walk towa.rd,s it,  
realising as  he  d id so that it cue from 
a glowing disc shaped object resting on 
the ground .  Froa behind this object C&llle 
two he betted beings . He was unable to 
d istinguish further details because of the 
light. He got the idea the beings were 
COIIIIunicating , telling hia not to resist . 
He found hiiself paralysed , and the only 
aemory he retains of the next two hours is 
of someone scratchins hie forearm with a 
kind of instruaent. When he recovered sen­
sibility the tt.e was 2))0 hrs and he was 
nearly back at the beach-house .  After some 
weeks he began to suffer increasingly from 
anxiety and depression . He sought the help 
of two investigators with ailitary back­
�ounds , but refused to be hypnotised . 
{ P141 - GGIOA.NI !rJ + Carrion , p. 75, gives 
date as above but indicates only one being 
1 1  Lor II p. l99 , giYes date as late Nov . 61) 

915 22 October 1959 Dusk 
CUMBE.RLAND (MARYLAND) An actor, hie 

comaercial artist younger brother and the 
latter ' s  fiance - an author and illustrat­
or of childrens ' books - were in a car, 
when the &etor pointed out a circular aet­
allic diec givin« off a blue green aercury 
type ll«ht around ita edge , at the 2 o ' cl­
ock position to the right. The younger 

brother, who was driving, braked , but left 
the lights , engine and radio on . The d isc 
descended to 1.5111 , thea llOVed left until it 
centred the road , still at l 5M .  They heard 
a vibrating bUll . The two a en were a rout to 
get out when the radio,  lights and engine 
failed , and atteapta to restart were un­
successful. After some minutes the disc 
shot straight up and forwards , aade a 90° 
turn , and vanished into the clouds edge on . 
As it did so the car started functioning 
again ( Lor IV , p . l04 + Maney a: Hall p. l8) + 
UFO Evidenoe ,p.  75 - Newark Evenine: 1!2!! 
5 Nov 59 - Whitney Bolton) 

916 25 October 1959 
FORT W ILLIAM ( ONTARIO, CANADA) While 

driving back along the Trans-canada High­
way towards Lakehea.d froa a hunting trip, 
west of Fort W illia.a , Victor Arnone , Ray 
Disguiseppe and John Defi lipo , of Port 
Artbur, noticed a white , spinning , oval 
light, 12a ahead and above the car. 'lbe 
light stopped when the stopted the oar, 
and aoYed on when they restarted , a011etiaes 
ahead , and SOIIletiaes behind the car . 
Finally it veered away and disappeared . It 
re��ained with thea for 50ka (FSR §., l , p. l7) 
917 Late October 1959 lBoO hrs . 

AUBAGNE (BOUCHE DU RHONE, FRANCE) Hre 
Moulet, her 6. yr old twins and 9 yr old 
daughter , who were living on the Route D '  
Eoures ,  La Font-du-Mai ,  Aulngne , saw an 
object descend . Through a porthole in the 
craft they saw up to 20 tall , well propor­
tioned people . They wore white overalls , 
with short sleeves and 'pfficers collars • .  
They had clear skin , blonde , wavy hair, 
and faces "more beautiful than any seen 
before.. . 'lbey seeaed to smile at the wit­
ness . The aachine disappe.red with a 
vibration , leaving a trail in the sky . The 
experience lasted about 10-15 ains . 
( Bonabot - Guard - LDLN 125,p . 10) 

FURTHER INTCAT ABBREVIATIONS : 

KEEL I - Keel ,  John A .  ' Strange creatures 
from time & space . ' Fa.wcett ,  NY , 1970 

KEEL II - Keel , John A. Operation Trojan 
Horse . Souvenir Press , Lond on , 1971 

Q.UiflCY or Q. - Q.uincy , Guy . Special a.nn ota t­
ed Catalogue of landings . Unpub. MS . 

niGAP - Files of Direct Research Group on 
Aerial Phenomena , Manches ter ,  England 

CRAMP - Cram p ,  Leona.rd . Piece for a Jig­
Saw . Somerton , IOW , 1966. 

SBEDV - Soc iadade Brasileira de Es tudos 
Sobre Discos Voa.dores . Walter Buhler, 
Rua Sen . Pedro Velho 50, AP 201 , Rio 
de Jane iro , Brazil. 

U - Uriond o ,  Oscar A .  Preliminary Ca.talog 
of Type I Cases in Argentina . In FSR 
CH 12 ll �· . 

The ethic 1 ufologist 
BERTHOLD E. SCHWARZ, M.D. 

An aspect of UFO research wh ich has be en 
l i ttle d iscuss90 by ufolog i s t  is the 
eth ical l:an is of much inves iga t i on .  As 
hypnotic regress i on techn iq.ues and d ee p  
l:ackground inves t igation o f  perc i pien ts 
are seen increas ing ly as tools of ufology , 
the need for adequate d iscus s i on of 
the may e thica l  and m oral d i lemmas that 
may arise becomes more urgent .  The 
ed i tors of ��GON IA , in an attempt to 
provoke such a d iscuss i on ,  have invi ted 
Dr Berthold Schwarz to ra ise some of the 
ques t i oned that need to be answered . W e  
h o pe  that our read ers will address them­
selves seri ous ly to s ome of the m os t  
im portant issues that D r  SdNarz ra ises . 
We will be happy to publ ish read ers ' 
con tributi ons , and hope that this may 
beg in a serious forum on the many v i ta l  
quest i ons involvP.d . 

How can the U�O researcher be more 
responsive to tho variegated data that is 
often assoc iated with UFO experiences? 
How can he best d ischarge his respons ibil­
ities to the w itness , himself and to his 
colleagues ? Publish reports ? Presentati ons 
at symposia a.nd open mee tings ? Newsletters 
or private means ? 

How d oes the witness l:ala.nce the need 
to protect the anonymity and confidence of 
the UFO w itness (contactee) with the need 
to publish all the relevant data about the 
experience? How d oes the investigator cope 
with the issue when some of the evidential 
material might already h&ve appeared in the 
popular press , and anything tha. t he might 
say could reveal the identity of the wit­
ness ? In analogy to good med ical practice 
and the Hippocratic oath, how does the 
investigator follow the ancient princ i ple 
of ' firet d o  not hara ' eo that the wi tness 
is not unnecessarily subjected to critic• 
ism ann rid icule fl.-om those who d o  not 
und erstand the total s i  tua. U on , or part­
icular parts of the account - forei«n body 
material - that might be outs ide the part­
icular reader ' s  expertise ? 

How d oes one obtain the UFO data and 
then proceed into often intimate and at 
tillee highly charged personal data. a.nd 
nintain , in alalogy to aedica.l practice , 
the principle of informed consent ?  
That is , would the purported witness tell 
as much if he were aware of the consequ­
ences of his detailed account? 

How d oes the investigator reconc ile 
an exclusionary approach for the sake of 
brevity in hie report, with the consequent 
ommiss ion of s ignificant aaterial because 
" i t  seemed inappropriate or it might off­
end" ? Or , because of the investigator ' s  
own blind s pots , how can he minimize 
om i tting s ignificant detail? For example , 
in previous years many UFO reports were 
concerned chiefly with the astronomical 
aspects and li ttle attention was given to 
the often bizarre experiential , psycho­
pathological , biological or paranormal 
s ides to the encounters . How a.re these 
often delicate interfaces handled so that 
the contactee ' s  health (and rights ) is 
protected and the associated information 
of the experience is mad e available for 
investigators of d isparate background s ?  

In studying UFO cases , how d oes the 
researcher determine the cut-off point 
be tween foreign body ' crazy ' uteri&l , co­
inc idence ,  and synchronicity? How is the 
da.ta determined and evaluated so that the 
researcher maintains a.n open-minned atti t­
ude of ma.xima.l sens itivity for ps i  
material? How d oes he combine a. general 
knowledge of UFOe w ith a.n awareness for 
their possible paranormalaspects r and in 
his dealings with the experients and the ir 
fami l ies how d oes he maintain a. healthy 
!alance between empathy a.nd sympathy? 

These ques tions are i llus trated by the 
use of hypnotic-regress ive techniques . 
Although hypnos is is as easy to master bf 
many as it is easy for many to hand le the 
surgeon • a  scalpel • that is the least of 
i t . For the problem of interpreting trance 
material often pertains to an understa.nd­
ing . of the personality and psychodynamics 
profile of the wi tnese - the unc onsc i ous 
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l ife as seen in dreams , free ass ociations , 
los t  memories , reflexes , psychosomatic 
ailments , etc . S ince so11etimes these data 
are , highly personal and tied in with mater­
ial that would superficially noy appear to 
be related to the UFO encounter, who is 
best qualified to elici t and a.U.lyze this 
information ,  and again , how far does one 
go in this probing so that defences are 
rrot pierced and the wi tnees is not harmed ?  

Any UFO research that hame the wit­
ness is morally indefens ible and in the 
lon! run always self-defeating . But where 
is tle line drawn 1 What price is to be 
paid 1 For example , it lllight be econOIIic­
ally feaeible to travet a �eat d istance , 
hypnotize a contactee , collect relevant 
trance data , and then leave . An article 
would then appear in an appropriate jour­
nal and the readers 11ight be curious . 
Howeyer, what happens to the contacteee , 
or tloee who related their ' forgot ten ' UFO 
experience whi le entranced , when they come 
out of the trance and they are left out on 
a limb1 The investigator-hypnotist has 
left them and they have no profess ional 
helper close-b,y to pick up the pieces . 
Again , an analogy to med ical practice : 
unless one is prepared to follow up and 
show a responsible attitude to the hypnot­
ised contactee , it might be inadvisable to 
use what could be coneidered a ' hi t  and 
run '  technique . 

How useful is trance data when taken 
apart from the psychological , s oc ial , bio­
logical matrix of the w itness ' s  l ife ? 
Ia relation to this how are the interests 
of the witness , research and researcher 
best served when it is des irable or mandat­
ory to conduct long-term follow-ups for 
possible later effects and developments , 
in reference to their original experiences 
or to future repeated UFO contacts ? How 
do the investigators become aware of the 
role of the unconscious in so many of 
these events - their own unconsc i ous as 
well as the varioas mantal mechanisms in 
the wiyness? How are skills developed 

for this type of investigation? 
How d oes the researcher appraise the 

roles of subjective reality, unconsci ous 
lying , or the way the exparience is 
coloured by the witness ' s  psychodynamic 
m�kAup? How is fraud , conscious or uncon­
scious handled so that the d isem lnati on of 
such knowledge can spare future investig­
ators from end less wild goose chases , and 
there is maxi�um separation of signal from 
noise? If the decepti on is unconscious , 
the dishonesty could be tied in with the 
UFO experience , and be tied in with the 
psychopathology of the witness , and this 
any tampering with this facade could dam­
age the witness ' s  self-esteem and respect ,  
and beyond that,  their abi lity to function 

in s ociety , support a family ,and remain 
self supporting . 

What can be gained by an investigator 
having an ' ego tri p '  at the ex pense of an 
emotionally d isturbed , alleged UFO contac­
tee ? 

If there is consc ious d ecepti on , 
either for f�nancial gain or notoriety ,  
what i s  the be e t  way of tackling i t ?  What 
are the possible legal consequences of 
alleged libel and slander? Should the re­
searcher be li�ble to malpractice prosec­
utions ? 

How d oes the trained investigator 
who uses hypnos is , cope with the often 
highly charged emotional exchanges of un­
conscious feelings between hi11self and the 
contactee? It may be neccessary for the 
researcher to continue to use hypnotic 
techniques to. obtain data not otherwise 
access ible , but in a way that the witness 
and researcher do not suffer unfortunate 
emotional and physical consequences . 

How is the researcher to hand le data 
which mi�ht be connected with nati onal 
security? Who is such data to be );assed on 
to? How can one hand le m�terial that m ight 
be related to a crime - e i ther one commit­
ted in the past ,  or the possibility of a 
future criminal action? Irresponsible · 
reporting may not only harm the individ­
ual UFO experient and researcher, but as 
the history of past epid emics of St Vitus ' 
Dance , cults of religious fanaticism , etc 
have shown , the social implications of 
' mismanaged ' UFO research could possiblY 
account for major national and global 
social d ispuptions 

In summary , what would comprise a 
suitable c od e  of ethics for the conduct 
of UFO inves tigations , that would be com­
prehens ive , humane , and ap�licable to 
most situations ? 

Regular read ers may remember our 
review some issues back (New Series lJ) 
of the unfortunate Sun-Gods in Exi le , a 
work which Pl!rportedto�the' story of 
11 race of SPJ,ce beings s tranded in Tibet. 
We thought this was a load of nonsence , 
anrl that the publishers had a mighty nerve 
putting it out as non-fiction .  Now W$ hear 
from our informants (we have them every­
where ! )  that Cheshire County Libraries 
agree with us - they have firmly cata­
logued the book and shelved it in their 
science-fiction section . 

We were als o interested in Nevi lle 
Spearman ' s  advertising for this book. 
Shortly after our review came out an ad­
vert appeared with the cheeky headline 
"No matter what the reviewers may say 
about this fantastic book - and they will 
say plenty - read it today . • •  " 

Dear Sir 
Many thanks for what amounted to a 

fair and at times alaost flattering review 
of UFOs 1 a British Viewpoint (by myself 
and Peter Warrington) in MUFOB Sumner 1979. 
I think however, I might take the opport­
unity to explain more fully the proper 
method of integration of the final chapet 
(which you appear to have been somewhat at 
cxids with) • 

Firstly , I should note that in faot 
it is not the final chapter - as it is 
follower-by three pages of summary which 
evidently superceeds Chapter 14. These 
"Conclusions" as they are labelled were 
not referenced b,y your reviewer - whereas 
they are of so11e consequence to the book. 
I will o ite just two iaportant pasB&!eB 
therefroa z " • • •  The concrete , physical 
evidence for a real phenomenon in forms 
auch as ground traCed , photographic or 
radar · imat;es 2.2!.!!. exist,  but it is very 
scarce and ind icates ei ther a very rare 
pheno11enon or a bLsically non-physical one . "  
" . . .  our conclusions were that we needed to 
look firstly at ' earth-based ' phenomena 
before proposing exotic alternatives fr011 
external sources The evidence in favour 
of those exotic theories d oes not seem to 
exist , but this aay not necessarily in­
d icate tha t it is not present if we do  
not look hard enough . . .  '' 

These points do,  I think , clarify the 
implications of the book and the position 
of both writers is not significantly 
d ifrer;nt to that proposed by Allen Green­
field in his excellent , thought provoki� 
article in the same issue of MUFOB. 

I appreciate � you take exception 
to chapter 14 - and no doubt many hard-core 
urologists will do so as well (but for 
totally d ifferent reasons ! )  The essence of 
the chapter was however missed by your 
summariser . The ideas proposed there were 
fully admi tted as speculative ( p . 232) and 
by no means certain to be correct.  They 
were also clearly stated as possible sol­
utions IF there was an "exotic UFO" (which 
subsequent conclusi ons tended to ind icate 
may ng1 be the case) . Again two quotes 
from the 11isund erstocxi chapter will suffice 

" The variety of human imagination 
seems to provide a much better solution to 
the infinite range of UFO entity observat­
ions than a real menagerie of alien beings" 
" . .  , it should be stressed that the authors 
remain sceptical , and are yet to be con-

vinced of the existence of any advanced 
civilizati on . • . " 

YEQ!1 � British Viewpoint was a pos­
ition statement, which no d oubt we will 
update in the not too d istant future . Like 
Allen Greenfield , our ideas have amoeba­
like qualities , and are d ifferent � fro� 
those ex pressed in this book (wri tten in 
the main between Autumn 1976 and Summer 
1977) . That, in ufological terms , was aeons 
ago !  I might propose that interested 
readers wai t  to see a new book (which I aa 
writing alone , prior to Peter and I com­
piling a 8equel to MBritish Viewpoint) . 
This will give some insight into how we 
now stand . 

I hope that I have gone soae way to 
helping an appreciation of the correct 
approach to Chapter 14 . We thought we had 
made it clear, but obviously had n ot d one 
so.  I aa grateful for this opportunity of 
illuminating the posi ti on for any potent­
ial readers . 

Yours s incerely 

near John/Peter 

Jenny Handles 
Jrla111 , GM . 

Thank you for the latest issue of 
MUFOB, which I read with great interest ,  
even if aot total agreement . I t  is an 
excellent counter-blast to the ETH , and 
uninformed opinion generally The sceptic­
al attitude is a wholly admirable one , 
provid ing it exists to remedy excesses 
elsewhere , and d oes not become an object 
of belief in itself - which regretably 
seems to have happened to MUFOB . 

I am no authority in ufological matt­
ers , but I do !mow that there exist many 
cases which it is not reasonable to d isD1iss 
on the present evidence . The s ightings and 
encounters d escribed in The Uninvited seem 
to be just such instance� 

I was very glad to see the review . I 
had not expected to, as your reviews/artic• 
les in the past have been loath in the 
extreme to admit to anything happening ' out 
there ' , and after read ing the book I could 
see no other reasonable explanation . 

The style of the book is certainly a 
li ttle d isquieting , but pending a more 
scientific investigation it is all we have . 
Clive Harold is presumably accustomed to 
writing in this style (not being a re!Ular 
read er of W oman ' s  Realm , I wouldn ' t  know) 
and d id not specifically adopt it to fals-
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ify or sensationalize the reported happen­
ings , so it is merely unfortunate . 

Assuming the chronol�ical sequence 
in the book is correct,  the very first 
event of the saga is the s ighting Q1 Mrs 
Coombes of an aerial light that performed 
unusual actions in the night sky. later 
·came the newspaper accounts of sightings 
elsewhere , and also later the poltergeist 
activity .  Opening , and eleven months later 
closing , on lights in the sky ,  an aerial 
preecence is obvious throughout ,  and 
although 1t subsequently develops its 
manifestations , it itself is not a subs­
equent development of other phenomena . It 
is certainly interesting that the news­
papers became full of silll i lar happenings 
from the same area , but even assuming the 
Coombes ' experiences were shaped Qy these 
you then have to explain these earlier 
reports , an� what gave rise to them . As , 
ind eed , you rlo with the shifting of cattle 
but as no causal l ink has been shown 
between the Coombes experience and that of 
others around , the l inking becomes one of 
time , and thus almost b1 definition ,  syn­
chronistic . 

The moving of cattle 'witnessed ' some­
times Qy several people , and several times 
in one day , le mind -boggling . It is very 
interesting that this resembles tales of 
wi tchcraft panics from past centuries , but 
establishing an archetypal pattern says 
nothing about its mechanism , nor its incid­
ence in what is conventionally regarded as 
reality .  An old belief has been resurrected . 
In view of what is reported �a happening , 
I am not surprised . In view of the evid ence 
presented , ani attempt to present it in 
tens of a theory is suspect.  Perhaps 
' fairyland ' and ' magical ' happenings should 
be understood in terms of descriptions of 
events rather that delusional beliefs 
based in misunderstandings of unusual per­
ceptions . However strong the belief 
system in the Coombes fami ly ,  I simply 
cannot believe in its power to convince 
them and their visitors ,  in broad daylight 
that a large herd of cows , which they had 
looked at minutes before , could still be 
there and � be seen 1 or alternatively 
that they cows had never been locked in 
the paddock,  although they had seemed to 
see it happen J or any of the other theor­
etical possibilities . 

For this illusi on to be sustained for 
a moment is unlikely enough , but for it to 
be repeated. and accompanied by all the 
physical tramping about the araa is more 
unreal than the report itself . 

A poltergeist (whatever that useful 
term might actually mean) could cause 
electrical d isturbances and move objects , 
but it is rid iculous to suppose that the 
human body contains the energy to move 
one hundred cows again and �a1n . UFOa , 

giants and all the rest of it provide no 
evidence of extra-terrestrials either, 
instead there is a genuine mystery of un­
heard of effects on physical objects that 
cannot be explained . 

I must conclude that your review 
gives a very biassed view of the book , 
with the aim of defending an inadequate 
theory against conflicting probabilities . 
Sociologists , psychologists and ever para­
Jfchologists could not cover an area 
sufficiently to deal with these happenings 
and would only have tend ed to d ivert 
attention away from what was happening to 
what each expert saw as the way the uni­
verse functions . 

I believe you project an over eMph­
asis on the three fields mentioned in 
their relevance to the UFO phenomena 
As specialised d isciplines they can only 
make a contribution to somethin! thay 
lies at �ast partially outside their 
field and should only be ragarded as leg­
itimate and bind ing approaches with the 
greatest caution . The case for calling them 
in rests on the fallibility of witnesses t 
and experts too are human . 

Finally , I must approve the change of 
title to MAGONIA for the reasons given . 
MUFOB was a most valuable and thought pro­
voking magazine . After 49 sound issues , 
wishes for the future may seem superfluous , 
but all the same , good luck, and keep it 
coming ! 
Yours sincerely Peter WillialiB 

East Sheen , SW 14. 

ack issues 
With continuing demands for back 

issues of HUFOB, many numbers are now in 
very short supply or unobtainable . The 
following list shows availability at the 
time of publication . When ordering , you 
are advised to give alternatives in case 
of unavailability .  
MUFOB 01� Series . (40p, including postage) 
Volume 2 ,  nos 2 & 6 ,  volume J, nos 1, 2 ,  
) , 4 ,  5 & 6 ;  volume 4 ,  nos 1 ,  2 ,  ) , 4 ,  5,  
6 ;  volume 5 ,  nos 1 ,  2,  3,  4 ;  volume 6,  
nos 2,  ) ,  4 .  
MUFOB New Series . (40p, includ ing postage) 
Nos 1 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10 , 11 . 12 . 
MUFOB New Series . (SOp, including postage) 
Nos 11 , 14 , 15. 
Please send orders , with cheque or postal 
orrler made �yable to ' John nimmer' ,  to 
MAGONIA (Back Issues) , 64 Alric Avenue , 
New Malden , Surrey , KTJ 4JW . 

'THE LAW OF 
TIMES' 
PETER ROGERSON & ANDERS LILJGREN 

The famous ' Law of Times ' has often 
been d iscussed in the UFO literature , but 
as far as I know , no attempt has been 
mad e to check if the 'evening ' peak varies 
with the length of daylight throughout 
the year. The UFO records generated by the 
1967 wave were known to obey the law , so 
I selected records from Gordon Emery ' s  
summary o f  that year ( 1) , i n  which the 
time was given of events from June to Nov­
ember. Other months had far too few cases 
to generate meaningful results . 

The resulting table of percentage 
d istribution shows clearly that the even­
ing peak moves markedly earlier as the 
hours of darkness close in . Similarly , as 
dawn gets later the reports spill out 
later into the morning . 
TABLE ONE 

Hour : Monthly %age of 
JUN JUL AUG 
0 4 . 1  5 .4  
11 . 5  12.2 5 . 4 
) . 8  10 . 2  ) . 6  
11 . 5  4. 1 5 . 4  

2 . 0  
1 . 8  

) . 8 2 . 0 

) . 8  
?. ? 1 . 8  

1 . 8  

4 . 1  5.4 

1 . 8  
) . 8 4 . 1 1 . 8  
15. ) 6 1 3 . 6  
J . B 14. )  16 . 1 

cases each hour 
SEP OCT NOV 

4. 1 4. 5 1 . 6  
6 . 1 1 . 5  4 . 8  
4 . 1  4 . 0  
2 . 0  4 . 0  1 . 6  
6 . 1 11 .9 ) . 2  
a . o  4 . o  4 . 8  

4 . 1  

2 . 0  
2 . 0  

4 . 1 
6 1 
10 . 2  
20.4 

?. 0 
6 . 0  8. 1 
1 . 0  ) . 2  
2 . 0  ) . 2  
1 . 0  
1 . 0  
0 . 5  1 . 6  
0 . 5  
1 . 0  
1 . 0  

60 
01 
02 
OJ 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21  
22 
23 

19 . 2 22 4 2,5 . 0  22 . 4  

2 . 0  4 . 8  
J . O 8. 1 
5 - 5  8 1 
15 . 9  12 . 9  
9 . 0 9 . 7  
6 . 0  12 . 9 
3 . 5  ) . 2  
4 . 5  8 . 1  15 J 14 3 14. )  4 1 

TABLE TWO 

Macro Summer 
provinces Cases % 
Gotaland !s outh) 7) 40. 1  
Svealand middle) 57 29 . 2  
Norrland north) 28 22 . 6  

1 .  EMERY , Gordon .  .'!h! � � .2t .!2.§1. 

This strongly suggests tha� in low 
strangeness cases (which doainated the 67 
wave) the Law of Times is a function of 
the hours of daylight , rather than some 
function of a physical constant.  

I hope further stud ies may be under­
taken to find out if high strangeness 
records will tend to show s imilar trend s .  
I strongly suspect they will . 

,., 

It should be noted that the September 
- October shift is strong because of the 
large number of records generated by the 
.!!!!, Octbe� flap.  (PR) 

Since the above was written , we have 
rece ived the most recent issue (nWIIber 16) 
of the Swed ish magazine � Nyhetsblad 
which contains part three of a statistical 
study of Swedish UFO reports . This looks 
at variations in the ' law of Times ' 
throughout the year, with particular ref­
erence to the areas of Sweden north of the 
Arctic Circle . We reprint excerpts from 
the English translation of the article ,. 
with grateful acknowledgements to Re­
seracher Anders Liljgren and AFU Nyhets­
� ed itor Hakon Blomqvist. 

Sweden stretches from the 55th to 69th parallels . In the south there is a 
much more even relationship between the 
hours of l ight and darkness than in the 
Actic regions . In the s outh the m inumum 
daylight time of a January day is about 
29%. while north of the Arctic circle 
there is a lOO% dark day . 

' 
These d ifferences would seem to have 

some effect on the UFO phenomenon , which is predominantly luminous , nocturnal 
phenomena. The Artic would be expected to 
have a high rate of s ightings in winter 

· days , and a lower rate in the extremely 
light ( 'midnight sun ' )  days of summer • .  
To test these assumptions , Sweden was 
d iviaed into three macro-provinces ' 
Norrland , the northernmost counties 1 Svealand , the middle portion of the country and Gotaland , the southernmost ptrt . 
Further,  the year was d ivided into three 
groups of months of s imilar proportions 
of light and darkness : SWim er • Hay , June , July and Augus tJ Spring/Autumn - March 
April ,  September and October; Winter : Jan­uary, February , November, December. 

Results , derived from our Swecat cat­alogue are shown in table 2 .  We observe 
the seasonal changes are almost as expected . 

Spring/autumn W inter Total 
Cases % Cases % Caees 
49 26. 9 60 JJ 182 
6) J2 . J  75 )8. 5  197 
48 )8 . 7  48 38. ? 124 

Published b,y T E Hill , Meopham , Kent .  
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When the reports for each ' season ' 

are projected onto a time-of-day graph , 
winter activity peaks in the 18-19 hours 
in•erva1 , with a secondary peak between 
22 and 23 hours . 'nle spring/autums pattern 
peaks two hours later (2<>-2 1  hours) , and 
for the summer season there was another 
lag 1 top activity was now between 22 and 
23 hours . 

Times of day curves were c0111pared for 
the three des ignated 'macro-provinces ' .  
llorrland ca.ses showed a higher tendency to 
occur during 'daylight ' hours than ca.ses 
from other �r� of Sweden . There were 
d istinctive peaks at 06-07 in the morning 
at 14-15 in the afternoon , and at 18-19. 
Top activity was between 20-22 hours , 
while for the rest of Sweden the peak 
ac tivity came one hour later (22-2) hrs) . 
Throughout the 23-06 interval there were 
less than average cases for Norrland , and 
there was not one s ingle case occuring 
during the 03-04 interval of the night 1n 
the Norrland coun ti es . 

It seems in conclusion that it is 
premature to take the Vallee time law as 
a rule for the time �ttern at !1!Z p:�.rt­
icular point in the world .  It m ight be 
interesting to s tudy a larger sample of 
cases from Arctic regions ( Scand inavia , 
Canada , etc) whore the sun is be l ow the 
horizon for part of the year. What are 
the ir time �tterns? ( AL) 

BOYCE , Chris . Extraterrestrial �nc ounter : 
� personal perspective . David and 
Charles , 1979 . 199 pp. , 8 plates . 
This book makes a refreshing change 

from the run-of -the-mill ac�ounts of ' life 
on other worlds ' which d evote pages and 
pages to the evolution of life , popular 
astronomy , and searching the skies with 
' uniquely :ta.tiona l '  rad i o  telescopes . 

Boyle makes the valid point that all 
0ur assum pti ons about extra-terrestrial 
intelligence are hopelessly anthropomorph­
ic . We have no right to assume that hypo­
thetica l  ' advanced mental life-forms ' have 
�nything whatsoever in common w i th us . 
Civili zation , science , mathematics , techno­
logy , even c onsciousness itself , are human 
phenomena , which may be qui te inapplicable 
to ' others ' . Of course , Boyce must in a 
sense break his own rule in order to make 
any meaningful statement about ' AMLe ' . 

He tend s to d iscount the extraterres­
trial hypothesis for UFOs , although s ome 

of his speculati ons could provid e some• 
n ice theories for ET ufologists . But they 
would be well advis� to take seriously 
his warnings about anthropomorphism before 
talking about ' craft ' ' belonging to'  
extraterrestrial ' intelligences ' ' travell­
ing ' to Earth ' using ' ' advanced propuls ion 
systems ' .  Everything in quotes in that 
sentence is an unwarranted anthropomorph-
ism . ( PR) 

SHUTI'LEWOOD , Arthur . More UFOe over War­

m inster. Arthur &r'ker ,  1979. 152 pp . 
� 

SHUTI'LS.WOD , Arthur. !!EQ � in l1ill.!m 
SphereBooks , 1979 . £1 . 10 
Mr Shut tlewood ' s  latest offeri� c on­

sists mainly of UFO reports quoted or para­
phrased from various books , newe �pers and 
corres pond ents . He complains about ' rebukes 
an1 unkind cri ticism froM cynics and 
·sceptics 1 ,  yet he fai ls to submit the re-

_ ports he presents to any s ort of critical 
analysis or evaluati on . How can one take 
seri ously a report which s tates that a UFO 
1 j ourneyed at an estimated speed of 732 
miles per hour ' ?  

The UFO reports are intersporsed with 
und isciplined and i l l-informed pseudoscien­
tific speculations , and where Shuttlewood 
d oes introduce an interesting idea he 
fails to develop i t .  He apparently be lieves 
that God ia not omnipotent r "He cannot 
control every mobile creature in the gaaut 
of ind ividual �nd corporate ' workmanship'  
d isplayed through all infini ty in an 
immeasurable universe ; so there must of 
necessity be able deputies . . .  " He d oes not 
say where he got the idoa from , nor d oes 
he take the obvi ous step of using it to 
develop a rational theod icy . 

It is not Shuttlewood ' s  odd ideas 
which attract the scorn of the critics , 
but his failure to define and devolop them 
and set them out in an orderly manner . 

( JH) 

BRIAZACK , Norman an� Simon MENNICK. The 
QEQ Gui1 eboo�New English Lib� 
1979 . £1.� . 95 
This purported reference book on uro­

logy is wholly valueless , as the authors 
a ppear to M.ve almos t  no knowledge of the 
subjec t which they � iscuss . Wh�t can one 
say abou t a book which d oes not even give 
a men tion to Jacques Vallee , Charles Bowen , 
Ted Philli ps ,  V-J &�l lester Olmos , an1 
d evotes just a few lines to Allen Hynek , 
but which gives over nearly a. whole page 
to Erich von Da.niken ? Indeed , the whole 
book seems heavily weighted towards the 
ancient as tronaut brigade .  

The book is padded out with all sorts 
of ' d efin itions ' of c ommon terms from a 
variety of fields , n one of which d efinit­
ions possess much meri t .  To add to the 

farce , the authors invent a whole galaxy 
of terms , which look like defecti ons from 
a filth-ra te SF pulp .  

W e  can only suggest that i f  urologis ts 

refrain from paying ou t the ir hard -earned 
cash on rubbish like this , maybe publishers 
w ill s top paying the hacks who ' write ' i t .  

(PR) 

PUGH , Rann all Jones � F \� HOLIDAY 
The Dyfec'l Enigma ; !l£.Q!l in West Wales 
Faber & Faber , 1979 . £5 95� 

The Welsh UFO wave which peaked in 
1977 seems to have given British ufologists 
their long-awaited c ounterpart to the great 
American flaps of the 50 ' s  and 60 ' s .  Cert­
ainly , in terms of publishec'l books the 
W e lsh wave in un precedented in this country 
��e present book is the second to come out , 
a nd others are in the pi pe l ine , or promised 

It is interesting and revealing to 
read the Pugh-Holiday book in c on junc tion 
with the Clive Harold paperback reviewed 
in the last MUFOB . This book is a more 
general view of the c omplex series of 
events . It is wri tten for the mos t  part in 
a s ober , rather dry , ' UFO report ' style , 
that fit$ into the trad itional idea of a 
seri ous ' UFO book ' . Much of the reportage 
of ind ivid ual experiences is in the form 
of transcribed conversations between Pugh 
and the perc i pien t .  

A subs tantial part o f  the book i s  
given over to speculation o n  possible links 
between ley-lines and the prevalence of 
UI<'O reports in this part of Wales , and a 
look at comparisons between aspects of the 
wave·, and trad itional Welsh legends and 
folklore . This is presumably the work of 
co-author Teci Holiday . l1uch of this mater­
ial is quite fascinating , and leaves one 
hoping tha t s omeone is ready to take over 
the field s  of research that Holiday was 
moving into before his recent sad death . 

However , in many way� , these two 
aspects of the book fit bad ly together , 
and provoke the feeling that two sepaEte 
books have been stitched together . 

I read this book immediately after 
the Harold �ook , and was struck by s ome of 
the d ifferences in emphasis . Although 
Pugh-Holiday dea l  at s ome length w ith the 
Ripperston Farm experiences , the picture 
that emerges ia nowhere near as drama tic 
or traumatic as in The Uninvited . It is 
rather amusing , when-one realisea that the 
two sets of investigators must have been 
almost fal l ing over each other at Ripper­
ston at times , neither gives even a 
pass ing reference to the other in their 
respective books ! 

'I'nis inevi tably leaves one to s pecu­
late on which account is ' truer ' about the 
Coombes family . I think conventional UFO 
w isd om woulc'l say that Pugh-Holiday present 
the mos t  ac·:urate , obj�ctive account of the 
ind ividual events , and also gives us some 

·� 
sort of c omparison w ith other even ts in the 
area at the tirne . .Bu t I am tempted to 
wond er whether an ' objective ' attitude is 
the right one to ad opt when trying to und­
ers tand the intense personal and subjective 
responses that a series of high s trangeness 
UFO events can arouse in percipients . 
Certain ly , Harold ' s  book g ives us much more p 
of the apparently ' irrelevant '  personal 
deta ils of the Coombes family , i ta internal 
relationships and i ts outward aspect , which 
urologists are beginning to realise are of " 
vital importance when attempting to make 
sense of the intense subjective responses 
to the UFO experience .  

Even w i th two full-length books going 
into great d etai l  about events in a very 
small area over a compari tively short 
period of time , we are in no pos ition to 
make any defin i te s ta tement on what 
actually ' ha ppened ' in Dyfed in 1977 . How 
much less able are we , therefore , to make 
any sort of rational d eduction from the 
rather h it-and-miss accounts that make up 
mos t  of the UFO reports we have to s tud y .  
Th e  wealth o f  d eta i l  serves only t o  
emphas ise how little we can comprehend the 
picture . Nevertheless , this book record s 
�n important part of that picture . (JR) 

aARRISON , J F C . � � Coming: popular 
mi llenarian ism , 1780 - 1850. Routledge 
Kegan Paul , Lond on , 1979 . 277 pp. £9 . 95 
It is n ow generally recognised that 

contemporary belief systems have d ee p  hist­
orical and cultural roots ; therefore J F C 
l�rrison ' s  study of ind ustrial revolution 
millenarian cults offers valuable ins ights 
into current beliefs - as well as be i ng a 
fascinating historical stud y .  

Broa(Hy , Harrison ti istinguishes be ­
tween I ' Inte llectual ' mi llenialists , who 
speculated about the date of the Second 
Coming of Christ,  or who be lieved in the 
coming of the Kingd on by grad ual evolution , 
and the folk millenaris ts , who were advent­
ists who went out to proclaim the imminent 
phys ical c oming of Christ and the rule of 
the saints . This be lief in the imminent 
transformation of the htman c ond it i on and 
the inauguration of a ' post-his torical ' ,  
parad is ical era , is the hallmark of millen­
iarists in a w ide variety of cultures . 

The author centres his study around 
two eighteenth century figures , Richard 
Brothers and Joanna Southc ott . Brothers was 
a former naval officer , who on convers i on 
to a Quaker belief system , declared his 
paci fism and refused to swear an oath which · 
w ould have allowed him to d raw his naval 
pebsion and suffered much hardship as a 
result.  Soon he was having ecstatic vis i ons 
and proc laimed himself a il irec t  d escendant 
of James , brother of Jesus , and hence 
Nephew of the Almighty and King of the 
Hebrews . He wrote pamphlets calling on the 



lO � �  ( 
king to �brl i c� te , for pP-nee t0 be � ec la rerl , 
ann that the trh ls of nn icA.ls and agH .. "'. t­
t:'lrs oo ond ed . For h is P'l i ns he waG locked 
11 p in a lunrtti c  asy lum . 

Joa.nna. S ou thc ott was a coun try w oma.n 
w i th a l ocal re pu ta. t i on as a. ' w ise wom:'l.n ' 
anrl seeress , who in 1792 seems to ha v13 beeun 

� wha t we now term • a utoma. tic writing • . Soon 
she was on the way to bec oming the expec tant 
m o ther of the new red eemer. 

�•rris on d oes not see in these people 
· and the ir followers exam ples of ind ivld ud l 

psychoJn thol ogy , but as pec ts of a bro.'l.d 
s oc ial tra.d i ti on .  This m i llenarian trad i t ­
i on grew out of a working class culture , in 
which omens , s igns ann prophecies aboun� ed ,  
anr1 rad ical religious lrl ea.s were falrly 
w :ldes preM. . Mil lenarian ism arose as a ros p­
onse to rapid social ch�ge , providing an 
id eology by which � ople could in terpre t 
the bew i ln erinp; events arounrl them . 

There are cle�r parallels be tween the 
call of the prophet and that of the shaman . 
One of J oa.nna. Southc o tt. ' s  success ors , John 
Wroe , was " v i s i terl w i th . . .  trances or v i s i ­
ons , a t  t h e  c ommencemen t o f  m os t  o f  whlch 
he l<las s truck bl ind and dum b ,  his eye l id s 
became as firmly un i ted as i f they had nat­
urally c omf1 together ,  and his tongue f�ts t.­
ened in his m ou th • . •  " S ometimes these fi ts 
would last for two or three days . Hera we 
can see echoes of the shaman ' s  in i tiati on-
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�y i l lness . �:hat se�rates the pr.ophe t 
from the shaman ,  in that whi le the eh<tman 
pr.eserves the cul i'.ural un i verse of a large ly 
s ta tic H oc i e ty , wh\ le the prophet proclRims 
a fund amen tal change in s oc ie ty . Of c ourse , 
if the exis t i ng s oc i ety bogi ns to change 
ra ptrl ly , the shaman may be fore�� in to a 
prophetic role . This seems to h'lve helrl 
t:n.te for J o:tnna Sou thc o t t  and �Tormon lead er 
Joseph Sm i th . 

Harrison c o:nptres the English m i l lenar­
ians w ith American cults such as the Sha.kers 
anrl the Hi lleri tea , a l though thE'I trea. tmen t 
of the Ameri can scene is of necess i ty a ome­
wh"l t supe rficial J and rounds the book off 
w i th an exantina t i on of the cul tural bases 
of mad ness and san i ty .  He points out tha t 
the cond emna. t i on of the • prophe ts ' as 
insane by the ' respec table c lasses ' made 
l i ttle imptct on folk cul ture , to which the 
rt iv id ing l i n e be tween map ness <tnd inspirat­
i on was very thin . 

Though the author ends his w ork at 1850 
the phenomenR he d iscusses ls s t i l l  very 
much al ive . Prophets are s t i ll ins pired to 
au tomatic l'lri t ing , s peaking in tongues , 
d e l ivering mE'Iseages to the trorld and w�r.n ing 
of n o�rn . Some of thes� :nay be in a m ore 
secular setting ,  in terpre ted as warnings 
from ' s r�ce brothers • ,  f or ins tance , bu t 
the essen tiA l phenomenologioal chara c tt' r  
remains rem�rkably unch:�nged . ( PR) 
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