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In the past we have recommended to our 

readers the magazine UFO Research Review, 

the organ of the Nottingham UFO Investigat­
ion Society. Unashamedly sceptical in its 
approach, we have often found it infuriat­
ing, but always stimulating, and a useful 
corrective to some of the more uncritical 
publications in circulation. 

Now we are forced to reconsider our 
attitude to the Review. At a recent ASSAP 
meeting in Leice�e were shown the 
most recent issue (curiously, although 
MAGONIA has in the past had a regular 
exchange arrangement, three weeks later we 
have still not received our copy) . 

The first thing which strikes the 
reader about this issue of NUFOIS's review 
is the appalling standard of printing. It 
is probably the worst piece of printing I 

� have ever seen -- and in the field of 
ufology that is a considerable statement: 
This is not an irrelevancy, as it must 
demostrate the amount of care and attention 
which is put into a magazine. On this 
evidence NUFOIS must care very little about 
their published material. 

But of even more concern is one small 
piece inside the Journal: a 'preview' of 
ASSAP's Leicester meeting. NUFOIS has never 
felt it necessary either to attend a meet­
ing, or even wait until it has taken place 
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before publishing critical reviews. And 
they really went to town on this one, 
lambasting its appeal to 'credulity', 
listing the wide variety of fakes, crank� 
and crooks who would be speaking, and 
sneering at the gullible twits who would 
be listening to them. 

There certainly have been meetings 
which have deserved NUFOIS's scorn, but it 
seems that their clairvoyant, precognitive 
reviewer was sadly misled on this one. Only 
one speaker, an alleged 'psychic' correspon­
ded even remotely to NUFOIS's carefully set 
up Aunt Sallys. The other four delivered 
splendidly hard-headed and critical analyses 
of the subjects under debate. The speakers, 
to the evident disappointment of at least 
one member of the audience, took great care 
to demystify the subjects they touched on -
and did so with obvious relish in some 
cases. 

The really sad thing about this is that 
NUFOIS's reaction (sorry, �-action: ) is 
so far from the rational scepticism which 
is so much needed. Far more of this healthy 
attitude was displayed at the ASSAP event 
than in NUFOIS's increasingly hysterical, 
strident and almost paranoid outbursts. 
This sort of unthinking reaction is .no 
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THE· PLURALITY 
OF WORLDS 
Part 3: ''Deserts of arid 
speculation ... " 

John Harney BA 

In a letter commenting on Part One 
of this series, Hilary Evans suggested 
that I had lost myself in 'a lifeless 
desert of arid speculation' (MAGONIA 5) . 
Now I think that this is quite a good 
phrase to use to describe ufology . My 
speculations in the previous articles 
were based on historical facts and those 
who wish to disa�ree with my opinions can 
do so by re-exam1ning those facts and 
others which I have not mentioned, or am 
not aware of, and formulating their own 
ideas and arguments . However, most of the 
speculations indulged in by ufologists are 
based on UFO reports taken at face value 
and on the pseudo-scientific ramblings of 
popular writers on the subject . 

UFO enthusiasts generally purport to 
be concerned with the question of whether 
or not we are being visited by beings 
from other planets . This idea is the main 
working hypothesis of the 'nuts-and-bolts ' 
ufologists, who generally pride them­
selves on their rational and scientific 
approach to the subject . 

Why do such ufologists want to believe 
that we are being visited by extraterrest­
rials? A great deal has been written, par­
ticularly in the past few years, about the 
psychological and sociological aspects of 
belief in flying saucers and the generation 
of UFO reports, but very little attempt has 
been made to explore the metaphysical be­
liefs of ufologists and UFO witnesses . Att­
empts that are made are generally tentative 
and somewhat confused, an interesting ex­
ample of such an attempt appearing in a 
recent book by Robert Sheaffer . Sheaffer 
states: 'UFOlogists argue that in all the 
vastness of the universe, civilizations far 
more advanced than ours must necessarily 

exist '. He says that this is ' . . .  nothing 
more than a restatement of St . Anselm 's 
eleventh-century ontological argument for 
the existence of God' . (1) Now, I have read 
a large amount of UFO literature and I have 
not come across any attempt to argue that 
the existence of advanced civilizations 
elsewhere in the universe is logically 
necessary, although I have seen a number 
of other arguments presented. However in 
presenting the ontological argument, 

' 

Sheaffer fails to distinguish between the 
concepts of necessary and contingent exist­
ence . From the theologians' definition of 
God it can be argued that his existence is 
logically necessary, but this kind of 
argument could not be applied to alien civ­
il �zations unless one formulated a theory 
wh1ch attempted to show that the universe 
could not exist without them . Sheaffer's 
purpose in using this argument is evidently 
to imply that the ufologists' belief in 
extraterrestrial space-travelling civil­
izations is irrational because they attempt 
to support it by employing the ontological 
argument, which had been originally devised 
to attempt to prove the existence of God . 
Sheaffer here seems to presuppose that the 
ontological argument for the existence of 
God is not to be taken seriously . This is 
probably because he does not understand it . 
He states: 'In both cases there is an att­
empt to "prove" the existence of something 
. . .  based only upon abstract ideas of what 
the universe ought to contain' . It is true 
that many ufologists base their beliefs on 
abstract ideas of what the universe ought 
to contain, but I have never heard of any 
theologian who supposed that the universe 
ought to contain God, for God is conceived 
of as being the creator and sustainer of the 



universe and not the other way around. To 
suppose that the universe contained God 
would be as absurd as to suppose that 
Sheaffer's book might contain Sheaffer . 
(I have flipped through all the pages but 
have failed to find him; perhaps he doesn' t 
exist . ) Apart from this confusion it is 
obvious that Sheaffer has some kind of 
philosophical objection to the idea that 
we might be visited by beings from another 
planet. I think I know what this objection 
is, and it is an important one, so I hope 
to discuss it in a future article rather 
than give it an inadequate treatment here . 

Undoubtedly the most popular kind of 
�rgument used to support the idea of extra­
terrestrial civilizations is argument by 
analogy. The Earth supports a civilization, 
so many other planets probably do also, in 
accordance with the well-known scientific 
principle which states that the laws of 
nature are the same everywhere . This argu­
ment does not prove anything but it does at 
least convince many people that the exist­
ence of extraterrestrial intelligences is a 
possibility worth considering . 

Another reason for believing in the 
extraterrestrials is the principle of suf­
ficient reason, from natural theology (i . e .  
there would seem to be no sufficient reason 
for the creation of such a vast universe 
if there is sentient life only on Earth, 
which is an infinitesimally small part of 
the universe ) .  For most ufologists this 
idea is not a consciously held belief, but a 
presupposition . It seems to be widely taken 
for granted that everything has a purpose 
and if the purpose is not apparent attempts 
are made to discover it . 

The attitudes of ufologists who believe 
that some UFOs are extraterrestrial space­
craft closely parallel the attitudes of many 
nineteenth-century scientists in the face of 
the materialism of their colleagues . They 
rejected conventional religio�, but m�t­
erialism seemed to them to po1nt to l1fe 
without any ultimate purpose . Some of th�m 
turned to spiritualism because they saw 1n 
the phenomena of the seance-room a possible 
means of obtaining scientific proof of 
spiritual reality . 

In this century ufology tends to att­
ract those who lack firm religious beliefs 
or devotion to secular ideologies. They are 
attracted by the achievements of science, 
but dismayed by the arid materialism evin­
ced by many scientists . They hope that sup­
erior beings from other worlds may be able 
to tell them the answers to the ultimate 
questions and back up those answers with 
scientific proofs . They like to believe 
that there is waiting to be discovered a 
startlinq answer to the IIFO mystery, which 
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will bring spectacular changes to our way of 
1 if e. 

This ill-defined, but strong, feeling 
among ufologists that their subject is of 
tremendous significance gives rise to con­
siderable tensions when they attempt to 
rationalize this feeling in the light of 
their religious beliefs or secular ideol­
ogies . As Or Barry Downing points out, this 
tension 'cuts both ways' . (2) He reports 
having a conversation, at a MUFON UFO sym­
posium, with a man ' . . .  who has written a 
huge manuscript, which uses a system of 
logic to prove that the Christian view of 
reality, and our current UFO view of real­
ity, are logically identical, and MUFON 
ought to be able to see this, and announce 
it to the world' . He contrasts this with a 
reaction to a presentation by Ray Fowler 
and Betty Andreasson. 'Betty had said that 
she believed she was chosen by God for her 
abduction by the angels of God to help pre­
pare for the Second Coming of Christ . A 
woman in the audience, who was an obvious 
child of our secular age, did not want to 
hear Betty placing such an obvious Christ­
ian message right at the center of her 
experience. ' 

Attempts to play down the religious 
aspects of 'close encounter' reports may be 
motivated by a desire to make the subject 
scientifically respectable, in accordance 
with the widely held belief that science anrl 
religion are mutually incompatible . This 
attitude can easily lead to the ludicrous 
idea that any aspect of a UFO 'close en­
counter' story which is not overtly rel­
igious can be taken literally. An excell­
ent example is Raymond Fowler's account 
of the investigations of the experiences 
reported by Betty Andreasson . ( 3) Fowler 
suggests that Betty has rationalized her 
encounter with alien beings in religious 
terms. However, it is evident that Fowler 
is trying to rationalize the story by sugg­
esting that the aliens are using Betty 's 
religious beliefs for their own purposes . 
He seems quite prepared to take the story 
literally but would obviously be happier 
if it didn't have so much religion mixed 
up with it. However, near the end of the 
book, he comments: 'Perhaps UFOs represent 
a much-needed bridge between science and 
religion' . 

This concept of a mutual antagonism 
between science on the one hand and rel­
igion and idealist philosophies on the 
other is a hangover from the Age of Reason 
of the eighteenth century and the positivism 
of the nineteenth century . It is only one of 
the philosophical attitudes which affect the 
treatment of a subject which, like ufology, 
hovers on the margins of the modern scien­
tific disciplines . The 'hard sciences', such 

as physics and chemistry, are not too much 
troubled today by metaphysical problems, but 
the more marginally scientific subjects are 
greatly affected by the creeds and ideol­
ogies of those who practise them. For in­
stance, most people will not be surprised 
if a book on some aspect of sociology writ­
ten by a socialist reaches different con­
clusions from a similar book written by a 
capitalist, even if they both base their 
findings on the use of the same data . If the 
beliefs of the writers of such books are not 
explicitly stated at the beginning, we need 
to discover them somehow before we can make 
much sense of what they have written . 

This is even more true of ufology, 
with the added complication that we can not 
always be certain of what the author is try­
ing to tell us, because so many UFO authors 
find that they have to have their original 
works heavily larded with catch-penny sen­
sationalism before their publishers will 
accept them. 

Without engaging in critical studies of 
the metaphysical beliefs of ufologists and 
�ithout examining our own beliefs and pre­
suppositions, and bearing in mind the con­
temporary and historical forces which help 
to shape such beliefs, we are indeed left 
wandering in a 'desert of arid speculation'. 

I have touched only briefly on certain 
aspects of the problem in this article, as 
a deep and wide-ranging study would ob­
viously fill a large book. I hope it may 
provide a basis for investigation and for 
useful discussion and arqument . 
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Con tinued from page 2 
different from the l udicrous ramblings of 
the c on3piracy-mongers and the 'eager­
bel i evers' . 

In the past we have recommended UFO 
Research Rev i e w  to our rearlers . We no;-­
offer an apology and retrac t i on for this , 
ann anvise our readers to look e lsewhere 
for rat i onal and cri tical c overage of the 
UFO scene. --J.R. 

In Roger ·;annnll's "Conspiracy Now" in thA 
last MAGON I A ,  the comments on alleged US 
rAsponsibility for di sease in Cuban sugar 
crops should have been bracketed as an 
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Note1 
c&�uotes 

Though doubtless it can be matched by 
many private libraries, Newcastle's UFO 
collection may well be the best available 
on public access in this country. The 
greater part of it was donated by the Tyne­
side UFO Society when it ceased operations 
in 1971: within budgetary limitations, the 
Library has added to the collection with a 
few key books and by continuing the sub­
scription to FSR . For the greater part, 
though, the collection must be seen as pre-
1971 in its scope, and therefore chiefly of 
research interest . 

With that proviso, however, it contains 
a wealth of material, made up as follows: 
(l ) Books, hard- and soft-back; mostly 

standard titles but including some rare 
items . Total - some 400. 

(2) Runs of journals, including many fug­
itive periodicals of the early period -
UFO Sighteh, Herald of the New�. 
Cosma, Not {ng else matters-:-Many of 
them are cu t-dTreeted: but there are 
also early UK group journals and some 
early American and Australian items. 
Total - some 40 different journals . 

(3 )  Various ephemera . These include 30 
open-reel tapes, including a lecture 
given by George Adamski at Newcastle . 

(4) The most important item is the cuttings 
collection: this consists of 25 scrap­
books which together occupy about 1.3 
metres of shelving and offer a wonder­
ful hunting ground for the scholar . 
Even a casual dip revealed Elizabeth 
Klarer, as a NICAP rep . in South 
Africa, reporting on current sightings 
- presumably before she became involv­
ed in her own private adventure! The 

r:on tinu"rl on P"�P:0 17 

editorial n o te , and reference 17 is a gen­
eral referP.nce to thP. whole Hoffa affa i r ,  
and n o t  to th� UFO c on tac t quoted. Your 
EH itor offers his apologies. 

Apart from this Ed i torial c o lumn and 
one or two other small i tems which for 
l ogistical reasons are s t i ll being turned 
out on the Edi tor's steam-powered type­
wri ter , we hope our readers w i l l  note the 
vastly improved qual i ty of typese tt ing i n  
the rest o f  the magazine . This is due t o  
the ha�l work o f  John Harney a n d  his 
splendid new e l ec tron i c , c omputerised , 
m u l tifac e ted typewri ter. 



6 

UFOLOGY L 
ROMANTICISM 

Nigel Watso 

With the rise of industrialization 
in the 1 8th and 19th centuries, people such 
as Jeremy Bentham fl748-l832) and Adam Smith 
( 1723-90) sought to discover the laws that 
they believed determine patterns of human 
behaviour. They postulated that human act­
ivities worked on the same principles as 
any vast mechanism and, as a consequence, 
they'thought individual free will had no 
part to play in effecting social changes. 

Although Thomas Carlyle ( 1 795- 1Ba9) 
was not entirely against machine pro-
duction he did believe in the power of 
individual moral responsibility. He argued 
that 'there is a science pf Dynamics in man's 
fortunes and nature, as well as of Mech­
anics'. He explained that, 'the wise men, 
who now appear as Political Philosophers, 
deal exclusively with the Mechanical pro­
vince; and occupying themselves in counting-
up and estimating men's motives, strive .. . 
to guide them to their true advantage ... ' 
This he regarded as inadequate because of 
the infinite variety of human 'motives' and 
because it ignored the Dynamics of human be­
haviour. Dynamics, he claimed, ' . . •  addresses 
the primary, unmodified forces and energies 
of man, the mysterious springs of Love, and 
Fear, and Wonder, of Enthusiasm, Poetry, 
Religion, all of which have a truly vital 
and infinite character . . . • ( 1)  

The poet P B Shelley ( 1792- 1 822) noted 
that those interested only in what Carlyle 
called the Mechanics of human behaviour were 
mere 'reasoners and mechanists'. (2) On the 
other hand 'Poets' were concerned with the 
Dynamics of human behaviour and feelings. 
For the benefit of this article it is con­
venient to regard those who Shelley called 
'poets' as people who embraced the romantic 
ethos. 

Romantics tended to look to the past 
when man lived in (what they believed to be) 
greater harmony with both physical nature 
and his own psychological nature. The French 
writer Jean-Jacques Rousseau fl7 1 2-78) was 

Jean' Jacqucs Rousseau. 

one of the first people to express doubts 
about human material 'progress'. He argued 
that civilized society had made man more ob­
sessed with the acquisition of material 
goods, and more dependent upon each other 
owing to the greater division of labour 
and property. In opposition to these 
trends he subscribed to a faith in the con­
cept of primitive or natural man who, he 
believed, 'aspires only for the satisfaction 
of needs whose fulfilment gives him content­
ment'. (3) 

The romantic writers who reacted 
against the mechanistic determinists and 
instead believed in the power of individual 
free will and naturalism, like Wordsworth, 
Shelley, Scott and Byron, created some of 
the finest literature ever produced in 
Britain, which was highly praised and very 
popular. In the same way, artists like J M W 
Turner ( 1 775- 1 85 1) portrayed the wilder side 
of human emotion and imagination through the 
illustration of the power and the glory of 
the natural world in a grandiose style. 

Later, novels such as Jane Eyr� 
can be seen as part of an informal, romantic 
revolt against the 'reasoners and mechan­
ists'. Indeed, Charlotte Bront� used Jane 
� to criticize the 'Mechanical Age-·--­
philosophy; to shout out for personal lib­
eration; to advocate equality in male and fe­
male relationships; and to lambast many of 

the conventions of British social and rel­
igious life. That this was seen as a danger­
ous attack upon the structure and stability 
of British society can be seen from this 
quotation taken from a review of Jane � 
written in 1848: • ... the tone of the mind 
and thought which has overthrown authority 
and violated every code human and divine 
abroad, and fostered Chartism and rebellion 
at home, is the same which has also written 
Jane Eyre'. (4) 

The term 'romanticism', as we have 
seen, covers many different elements which 
are easier to recognize than to define. 
Basically we can assert that a romantic is 
fascinated by and aware of nature, and is 
attracted to strange faraway exotic loc­
ations. A spirit of rebellion, rejection of 
the mundane, emphasis on sensual experience 
and extreme emotions constitute part of this 
outlook. We can also include the gothic ele­
ments of the irrational, supernatural, 
dreams, religion, the past, and danger, 
along with the appeal of the fascinating 
foreigner, the person with a mysterious/ 
threatening past (a part of the concept of 
the Byronic 'fallen angel'), and the need to 
communicate inexpressible feelings through 
the use of surrealistic and symbolic imagery, 
as being part of the romantic orientation. 

In Freudian terms we could say that 
the romantics wish to release the instinct­
ual natural powers of the unconscious from 
the chains of mechanistic repression. But 
even before Freud could formulate his views 
the philosopher John Stuart Mill ( 1 806-73) 
was unconvinced that the release of these 
impulses would be a good thing. He argued 
that there are two primary meanings of the 
word 'nature'. The first meaning is every­
thing which happens or exists, and is 
actual as opposed to fictional; in the 
second meaning, natural events are those 
which would happen without some kind of 
intervention, and are natural as opposed to 
artificial incidents. In the first sense of 
the word we cannot help conforming to nature. 
In the second sense of the word we find that 
human existence is improved by intervening 
in the actions of nature; indeed man has to 
'fight' nature in order to survive in cer­
tain instances. So from Mill's point of 
view the romantic concept of conforming to 
nature was ridiculous because it would leave 
us free to carry out any irrational impulse. 

Despite these objections to the roman­
tic outlook, it still has maintained a hold 
on thinking in the 20th century. For in­
stance, strands of the romantic attitude can 
be seen in the work of D H Lawrence who 
'hated what he called "mental knowledge", a 
merely knowing-about things, as distinct 
from immediately sensing their concrete ex­
istence, their "otherness". His passionate 
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dismissal of scientific evidence st(�mmed 
from a conviction that it wasn't a knowledge 
of living systems known by living men, but 
of abstractions, a shadow-world known merely 
"in the head", which then came between liv­
ing men and their potential for direct ex­
perience'. (5) 

In the UFO literature many examples 
of romantic thinking can be found. Since the 
publication of my interviews with Paul 
Bennett in MUFOB ns ll and 12, we have re­
mained in communication with each other, and 
it has been increasingly apparent that he is 
inclined towards a romantic attitude. The 
faith in nature is expressed by Paul in these 
two quotations taken from his booklet 'The 
Metro Triangle: 1977. 8ook 2': 

'Embrace the perfections of Mother 
Nature will all your thoughts and life will 
fall into your hands.' 

'Life is a beauty, cradled by the 
magic of nature.' 

His interest in the occult has 
gained strength over the years and this is 
manifested in the following statement con­
tained in a letter he wrote to me, dated 
l3 January 198 1:  

'Recently I have become more and more 
prepossessed with the ideas of virtually all 
aspects of the black arts. It all began as a 
fascination of the points made by Keel in 
his works involving the relation between 
demonic beings and unidentified flying ob­
jects. I felt that to find out whether there 
was a real connection or not, I had best 
find out for myself - and I have! Take my 
word for it, dabbling in the forbidden arts 
of magic and wicca is a very strange journey 
indeed.' 

He is interested in experiencing the 
supernatural directly, and his 'dabbling in 
the forbidden arts' reveals a delight in toy­
ing with potentially dangerous phenomena. An 
interest in the past, danger, powerful hid­
den forces, witchcraft, a strange location, 
is shown in a letter dated March 1982 which 
tells of some incidents in Judy Woods, 
Bradford. He wrote: 'The area is named after 
a certain Judy Marsden, a woman who lived in 
the woods during the 17th and early 18th 
Century. She Jived alone in a very small 
hut, no larger than your front room, and 
here she practised the arts of witchcraft ... 

·A Mrs Walls (in 1981) took her dog for a 
walk in Judy Woods one afternoon, and she 
hasn't been seen since! Days following that, 
decapitated dogs appeared all through the 
woods - their skulls sawn straight down the 
middle! ... Judy herself could control the 
little people, although she apparently fell 
victim to their mischief every now and 
again. The little folk used to get Judy to 
carry them over the large stream which runs 
through the woods.' Also he hoted that child-



ren had seen a UFO whilst walking through 
the woods in 1 981 . 

Without going into too much detail 
we can note that UFO contactees, such as 
Adamski, have reacted (either consciously 
or unconsciously) against the objective, 
materialistic, scientific orientation of 
our Western culture. The contactee is a 
hero in a story of cosmic importance who, by 
transmitting the wisdom of the aliens, (who 
divest their knowledge in long and usually 
arid philosophical discussions on exotic 
space trips) feels that the necessary 
change� in our attitude

.
have to occur, 

otherw1se the cataclysm1c forces released 
by our technological ingenuity will tear us 
apart. � Briefing for the Landing � Planet 
Earth by Stuart Holroyd- -rcorgi, 1 979) one 
of the extraordinary messages from the un­
known agrees with this outlook because: 
'Human greed, desire, jealousy and emotion­
al imbalance are responsible both for the 
dire situation the planet is in ecologically 
and for the general cosmic crisis, and as it 
would require a fundamental change in human 
consciousness and orientation to overcome 
these failings it is important both for the 
Earth and for the universe that such a 
change be effected'. (p. 1 64 )  
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In his important article 'Why have all 
the UFOs gone?' (MAGONIA 7) Peter Rogerson 
makes a distinction between what he calls the 
'flying saucer mythology' and the 'UFO 
mythology'. If we use Shelley's terminology 
the adherents to the flying saucer myth­
ology can be regarded as 'poets' whilst those 
subscribing to the UFO mythology can be re­
garded as •reasoners and mechanists'. 
Although it can be argued that Peter's att­
empt to link the dominance and variations in 
the manifestation of each approach with spe­
cific events is difficult to substantiate, 
this does not invalidate the view that the 
UFO/flying saucer mythologies are just an­
other part of a long-standing debate about 
human behaviour, attitudes, beliefs and 
values, which has gained impetus and im­
portance owing to the ever greater pressure 
of population, resources and technology upon 
our social structures. 

Whether or not we are being guided, 
informed, deceived or manipulated by hypo­
thetical UFO forces seems rather irrelevant 
when we are confronted by such issues. But 
in reality the power of the UFO/flying sau­
cer mythologies is in their ability to 
communicate these problems in a manner which 
is completely different from the effect the 
disclosure of any number of facts, figures 
or statistics might have. 

These mythologies act as a frame­
work into which the worries and problems 
of social groups and individuals are integ-

rated and expressed in a dynamic and drama­
tic fashion. I n  this sense they stimulate 
an unconscious artistic 'need to create an 
external, concrete experience in order to 
identify or con�unicate a nebulous, and in 
many cases almost totally non -understood, 
emotional or philosophical feeling', as 
John Rin1mer put it in 'Facts, Fraud and 
Fairytales' (MUFOB ns 9) . 

Objective proof of these experiences 
is needed if they are to receive acceptance 
without reservation by the public and scien­
tific community. Surprisingly, even those 
who are interested in the philosophy of the 
space people wish to offer tangible evi­
dence as proof of their experiences, when 
one would expect a dismissal of scientific 
abstractions in the manner D H Lawrence 
displayed. For instance, Adamski seemed 
obsessed with the need to obtain photo­
graphic evidence, and his books contain 
long descriptions of the alien hardware. 
Even the editor of Britain's most romantic­
ally orientated UFO ma·gazine Magic Saucer 
cries in an exasperated tone: 'Why aren't 
any impartial UFO investigators trying to 
find out what the intelligences behind UFOs 
want' (letter by Crystal Hogben in Common 
Ground No. 4 ) . In reply we can answer by 
stating that if the UFO forces are nothing 
more than the inarticulate fears which con­
tain metaphorical/symbolic meanings of im­
portance to the individual and/or society, 
then the task of examining these data in a 
scientific manner seems to fall upon the 
disciplines of psychology and sociology 
primarily. Having said that we must note 
that psychologists battle over the question 
of whether normal me�tal events can ever 
supply legitimnte data worthy of their rig-

LI!!IBS 
Dear> John, 

I was amused by Peter> Rogerson's 
brief non-r>eview of Photogr>aphs £[ the 
Unknown in MACONIA B. Just the sor>t of cor>­
rective 1 need when I get too pompous. But 
so sweeping was Peter>'s dismissaL that I had 
to r>emind myseLf that his bar•k is a Lot 
wor>se than his bite. · 

Richard KeUy and I had a very simpLe 
objective, which was to give some of the 
photogr>aphs, bandied about in various ar>eas 
of the anomalous, a quaLity printing, in 
coLour> wher>ever> possibLe. In or•der to du th't:s 
we had to make many compromises on the r>oad 
to pubLication - as Peter> wiU discover· 1:{ 
he ever> puts together> a book - r>e;uLting in 

orous scientific standards. On the one hand, 
some psychologists think that subjective ex­
periences can be the source of reliable 
data under the right laboratory conditions; 
others think the task is a logical imposs­
ibility. Given the problems of dealing with 
mental events in a scientific manner and 
the controversy generated by this debate we 
seem to be a long way from being able to 
study the messages from contactees in an 
objective fashion that would be agreeable 
to everyone. The content and social con­
sequences of UFO beliefs are the concern of 
sociologists who can study these elements 
whether they contain any truth or not. 
So from a sociological (and a psycho­
dynamic) view the statement from a UFO per­
cipient that 'the sighting seemed real even 
if it might have been a vision' indicates 
that the 'poets' so beloved by Shelley are 
still around, and worthy of our attention. 
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a more general and shaLLow approach than we 
would have Liked. 

How can Peter honestly say that we 
are 'totally uncriticaL'? If he can steel 
himself to actuaLly read the words in the 
hook he will find that we draw back from en­
dorsing any particular claim or photo, and 
the tone of our essay was intended to en­
cour>age more open-minded investigation. To 
encourage a predeter>mined scepticism, such 
as Peter has dispLayed, spoils the fun as 
well as the evidence. Where we accept dub­
ious material it is only tempor>arily, not 
uncritically, reserving our judgement until 
we have better testimony or evidence. Despite 
what the blur>b writer put on the book's 
cover uJe do not claim the photos are E.!:.E2.L 
of ghoats, UF'Os, levitation or what have 
you - we only say that they have been 
offer>ed as evidence in support of cLaims for 
the paranormal etc. We acknowledge a world 
of difference between evidence and proof. 
How could we pretend to be cer>tain when 
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there is not a single piece o.f photographic 
evidence in any of these subjects which is 
beyond dispute. The book was not intended to 
conver>t anyone, Least of aLl the patho­
logical sceptic, among whose number I hope 
Peter �s not, despite his distur>bing tendency 
to be �mpressed by his own rhetoric. If it 
is the lack of our own opinions and judge­
ments on these photos Peter is bemoaning, I 
prefer to leave the reader to make up his 
own mind on their value. 

Richard and 1 were as carefuL as we 
could be. Wher>e we used a photo that was 
known to us to be faked we said so. Of those 
that got by us (and we suspected there would 
be some) we have since learned the true nat­
ure of a few. It will not improve Peter's 
choler if I say we ar>e planning a second 
volume - and this will give us the chance 
to put matters right publicly. Towards this 
end we welcome any criticism or exposur>e of 
our selection o.f photos. There is no intell­
ectual dishonesty in this - Peter himself 
has had to revise some of h1:s earlier INTCAT 
entries. So, Peter, if you know of any 
proof that Mss Tomczyk and Kulagina were con­
juring, or that Colin Evans and Mirabelli 
were jumping off chairs, etc., I would be 
very glad to hear o.f it. We knew of the 
allegation that the 'levitating brick' at 
Barley Rectory had been 'tossed over a wall', 
but has this been proved? We sought out the 
less-uJeU-known larger version, showing the 
whole house in view instead of the usual de­
tail of the brick alone, and I have to ask, 
'Over wh1:ch wall?' All the 'POssible tra­
jector?:es look unlikely, and the camer>a is 
too .far away for the brick to have been 
tossed from behind it. And as for 'fake 
ectoplasm' - well, what would 'genuine' 
ectopLasm look like? 

KnouJing Peter's oz.m 1:nterests, I hope 
he found some small pleasure in seeing the 
variety of the .firewalking r1:tual world­
rJide; some o.f the obscure Japanese UFO 
photos; the 'Holiness Sa1:nts' burning 
their feet; Stella Lansing 's photos 1:n col­
our; the Bays1:de religious photo curio­
sities; or the beautiful 'gLory' from China; 
or> the .fact that GSW, who have put so much 
energy into discrediting UFO photos, should 
have vindicated, according to their coLour­
ful computer analyses, the strange snaps of 
pointy-headed Paul Trent? If these meant 
noth1:ng to him I suggest Peter gets help 
quickly, because he's dead from the neck up. 
I.f he did appreciate them to any degree how 
can he justify his crude swipe? The book 
deserves better than that! 

Your>s splutteringly Bob Rickard 
East flam 
�ondon E6 



1090 9 December 1962 2200 h 
BOLOGNA (ITALY) A young driver, 

Antonio Candau, was walking in the Via 
Codivilla, when a circular object, 5-6 m 
in diameter, landed 9 m from him and two 
men emerged from it, approaching to within 
2 m, and spoke in an incomprehensible lang­
uage. They wore yellow coveralls and wide 
belts. Noting that the witness was afraid, 
one of them made a reassuring gesture with 
his hand, and the craft departed with a 
strange sound. The incident lasted for 2-3 
minutes. (M552 + LUFORO Bulletin II1,6, p.5 
- Settimana Incom lllustrata 23 Dec 62 -
Cesare Carassiti : M Verga - INTACAT -
Settimana Incom 30 Dec 62) 

1091 11 December 1962 0200 h 
CHUMBICHA (CATAMARACA, ARGENTINA) 

Just outside this town, 7 km from Cata­
maraca, the director of the Sobremonte mus­
eum, Dr Godofredo Lazcano Colodrero, his 
wife, two sons and a friend, were driving to 
Cordoba, when they saw lined up at the foot 
of the mountains not more than 600-700 m 
away, seven brilliantly luminous spheres or 
discs, arranged 'in military order'. Dr 
Colodrero stopped the car and they sat wat­
�hing. Shortly afterwards the squadron rose 
vertically and disappeared at great speed 
leaving brilliantly luminous trails. (FSRCH 
12, p.lO Uriondo,45 - (FSR,l0,4, p.13 -
Cordon Creighton) + Ribera III, p.l04 + 
(M555 - CODOVNI 1962) :: Banchs, p.22) 

1092 17 December 1962 0220 h 
MILAN (ITALY) Francesco Rizzi (37), a 

night patrolman for the Milan police, was 
inspecting a mill near the Sant' Ambrosio 
square. While he was crossing the court­
yard of the mill he became aware of a swish­
ing noise which he at first thought was in 
his ear, until it grew louder. He turned 
round to see hovering 1 m above the ground 
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an aluminium-coloured metallic craft about 
4 m in diameter, surmounted by a turret on 
which were a number of lighted windows. 
Rizzi was paralysed, then the noise stop­
ped. At the bottom of the disc a door open­
ed and a dwarf 1 m tall emerged. The dwarf 
had a black head and wore luminous overalls, 
and made reassuring gestures, beckoning to 
Rizzi to come closer. However, he was still 
paralysed. A few moments later another 
dwarf, surrounded by a blue haze, appeared 
from the door and summoned his colleague 
back with a commanding and imperious 
gesture. Suddenly the door closed in front 
of the dwarfs, the noise started again, and 
the craft took off in a cloud of white 
smoke. Only now did the witness lose his 
paralysis, and reported to a colleague and 
to his superiors. As a result of the Press 
and TV publicity Rizzi lost his job. 
(FSR,9,2,p.5 - Corriere Milanese, 19 Dec 62 
::LUFORO Bulletin III,6,p.5 + Flying Sau­
cers, Jan 66, p.59 - Roberto Pinotti:: 
Cramp II, p.124::M554 - Le Figaro, 20 Dec 
62 + C.M. op. cit.) (M Verga - INTACAT -
Il Corriere della Serra 19 Dec 62 + La Setti 
mana Incom 30 Dec � 

- ---

1093 19 December 1962 
VERBANIA (NOVARA, ITALY) Three sailors 

on a ship observed two grey, helmet-shaped 
objects hovering 1 km away, at 20 m alt. 
above Lake Maggiore. The objects were about 
15 m in diameter. After 5 minutes, one 
object started moving rapidly, gaining 
height with an undulating movement. It was 
soon joined by the second object and both 
disappeared together, at the horizon. (M555 
- France-Soir 21 Dec 62 - M Verga - INTACAT) 

1094 22 December 1962 0300 h 
EZEIZA AIRPORT (BUENOS AIRES, 

ARGENTINA) Tower operators, Horacio Alora 
and Mario Pezutto were watching an Argent­
ine Airlines plane about to take off and a 
Panagra DC-8 about to land, when the pilots 
alerted them to a luminous mass at the head 
of runway 1-0-2-8. Alora turned and saw a 
large round object giving off a fiery light, 
on or just above the runway. As he turned 
the object rose 10 m, hovered briefly, then 
rapidly accelerated away on a north-east 
course. Before it disappeared operator 
Pezzutto also saw it. (UFO Evidence, p.l19 
- CIFE case 28 + CODOVNI :: FSRCH 15 -
Uriondo,47 - La Nacion (BA), 23 Dec 62 + La 
Caceta (S�1Tl,23 Dec 62 .. FSR,10,4, p.13

-

:: Ribera 1II, p.104) 
-

1095 21 December 1962 day 
ANGEL FALLS (VENEZUELA) Mr Ali Diaz 

of Caracas was on board a tourist plane, 
flying over Angel Falls. He was taking a 
movie, when he saw a flash of light in 
his viewfinder. The film showed a light 

source apparently rising from the floor of 
the jungle at the base of Auyantepuy mt. 
lt rose across the face of the mountain 
with an oscillating movement, finally 
accelerating into the clouds. The jungle 
beneath is quite impenetrable. The current 
(1977) status of the film is not known. 
(UFO Evidence, pp 96,120 & 90 - Askold 
Ladonko, Jose Cecin) 

1096 22 December 1962 night 
CATANIA (ITALY) Two young postmen, 

Giovanni D'Agata and ltalo Magri, were 
walking in the Piazza Spirito Santa when 
they encountered a strange being 1.80 m 
tall. It was dressed in a space-suit and 
helmet and walked like a web-footed bird. 
They approached it but, looking through the 

� helmet, they saw to their horror that either 
/ it had no face or if it did have one it was 

quite shapeless. They fled in terror, and 
when they turned round the being had dis­
appeared. (LUFORO Bulletin III,6,p.5 + 
Flying Saucers, Jan 66, p.59 - Roberto 
Pinotti - La Nazione, n.d.) 

1097 23 December 1962 (approx. date) 0715 h 
(ENGLAND) Arthur Mayhew (61) was cyc­

ling to work when he observed an object 
shaped like a thin bar, 1 m long, in a 
field 180 m away. It was travelling para­
llel to him at 15 m altitude. The bar gave 
off a faint light and had three bright 
lights hanging underneath, one at each end 
and one in the middle. These lights were as 
bright as lOO-watt bulbs. As Mayhew cycled 
along he got ahead of the object and final­
ly lost sight of it. Unexplained fires had 
occurred in the area. (Heiden - Barker II, 
p.l8 - Orbit, Nov 62, Jan 63) 

1098 1963 (or following year) 
HOBART (TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA) 

A schoolboy saw an object land on the 
beach, and was approached by two entit­
ies who spoke to him. He later developed 
a high IQ but became difficult to control. 
(Basterfield - K. Bennetto) 

1099 1963 
near SAO BERNARDO DO CAMPO (PARANA, 

BRAZIL) During the time of the fierce for­
est fires which ravaged this state, a 
peasant woman and her neighbours stood help 
lessly watching the fire which threatened 
their homes, when a huge basin-shaped mach­
ine descended into the inferno, hovering 
about 4 m above ground. It was 35 m dia­
meter, 8 m high, and a brilliant zinc 
colour. The machine hovered for- some 15 
minutes, as 'a power' seemed to quench the 
flames. Then, without warning, two or 
three very tall individuals emerged from 
the craft and proceeded to walk about it, 
picking up debris and stones. (FSR .!.!_, l, 
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p.21 - Bowen - C.AS (Curtib�l bu!ldtin 4 
- Or Caio de Castro) 

1100 1963 
NORTHERN ARKANSAS A woman reported 

that an object had landed on her property, 
and that occupants were seen. When the 
object had left, she found burnt trees and 
damaged plant life at the site. The geol­
ogist from the University of Missouri she 
reported this to did not investigate. 
(Phillips p.27 (157) - geologist) 

1101 January 1963 0300 h 
WANGANUI (NEW ZEALAND) Mrs R E 

Gordon, who was unable to sleep because 
of the heat, heard a swishing sound and 
looked out of the window to see the sky 
brilliantly illuminated. A strange object, 
appearing to tilt on its side, shot past 
the bedroom window, flying in an upward 
curve. It was a dazzling green, with a 
bright orange dome, a round nose and two 
fins. It appeared to be a little smaller 
than a DC3 plane. The night was foggy. The 
experience frightened Mrs Gordon. Other 
people had seen similar phenomena in the 
same area (Heiden - Barker II, p.17) 

1102 4 January 1963 !900 h 
ROME (ITALY) A well-known psychia­

trist saw an object on the ground in a 
deserted city park. Its shape was that of a 
dome upon a cylinder, bearing a series of 
round apertures and surrounded by a thick 
ring, set on a tripod landing gear sup­
porting the base of the cylinder 1 m 
above the ground. The craft was 5 m in dia­
meter. Suddenly the ring started spinning 
rapidly and a gust of air was felt as the 
craft rose a few metres above the ground, 
then disappeared in a split second. (M557 -
Memento Sera 9-10/1/63; Flying Saucers 
Jan. 66,-p:6o - R Pinotti) 

1103 11 January 1963 2300 h 
SAN PIETRO VERNOTICO (PUGILIE, ITALY) 

A 43-year-old farmer, Antonio de Luca, was 
awakened by the restlessness of his animals 
and went out to calm them. About 15 min 
later he saw a brilliant object land in a 
small square in the village, 30 m away, and 
walked towards it. The device measured no 
more than 1.5 m in diameter, of which the 
lower 70 cm was dark, and 4.5 m long. Luca 
got within 10 m of the machine, when he 
became paralysed. Through the translucent 
dome on top he could see shadowy movement, 
either of occupants or machinery. After 2 
minute� the object moved to the right, 
rose up and disappeared towards Brindisi 
in 3-4 seconds, emitting a vertical beam 
of green light. Exaggerated press reports 
suggested that two strange-garbed occu­
pants were seen inside, but this was not 



so. ( He i den - Danyans p.225 - l etter from 
Luca : : M58 - Gazzeta de l Me z zogi orno 
1 5 / 1 /63 + 1 1  Tempo 1 5/ 1 /6 3 : : FSR 9 , 4  p . 1 2 
Cre i ghton - Le Ore 24/ 1 /63 : : FS J�n.66 
p.60 - R P i notti1-

1 1 04 28 January 1 96 3  1 7 20 h 
SHILTON , near COVENTRY ( WARWICK­

SHIRE , E NGLAND ) Mrs E L Sharp went up to 
the k i tchen to draw the curta i n s  over a 
w i ndow overl ook i ng a v i ew of f i e l ds and a 
farm. She was dumbfounded to s e e  a b l aze of 
l �ght. It came from a cy l i ndri ca l  ob j ect , 
w 1 th four portho l es , g i v i n g  off a ye l l ow­
orange l ight , hov er i ng over the trees of 
an orchard about 250 m away. It was tw i c e  
as l ong as i t  w a s  deep. After a m inute i t  
shot off sudden l y  i n  the d i re ct i on of 
Rugby. Mrs Sharp c a l l e d  to her daughter 
Mary to v i ew the ob j ect , but it d i s­
appeared before she arri v e d. ( FS R  9 , 3  
p.27 - Mary Sharp ) 

-

1 1 05 20 January 1 96 3  n i ght 
MAMIN A  ( CHILE ) A former Chi l ean a i r  

force off i c er ,  who w a s  dr i v ing a truc k , 
observed two d i sc -shaped ob j e cts that fo l ­
l owed him for over 1 0  m inutes. ( M560 -
Ati c )  

1 1 06 l ate January 1 963 n i ght 
CANADA DE A L ZOGARY ( TUCUMAN ,  

ARGENTINA ) Juan Geron i mo Perea , overseer 
of the ' E l Tre zo l ' ran c h ,  w ith his w i fe 
and chi l dren , saw an extreme l y  l um i nous 
egg-shaped craft , three t i mes the appar­
ent d i ameter of the moon , pass overhead 
and go down towards the ground on the pro­
perty of t; .� Lopez brothers. Th i s  c ame to 
l i ght when , on 31 January , the brothers 
Rosauro A R and V i ctor D Lope z  found at 
a spot 2 km from the i r  house an area of 
burnt grass in the shape of two r i ngs. 
Each con s i sted of a r i ng of 30 cm of 
burnt grass i n  a c i rc l e  3.3 m in d i a­
meter , the grass be ing burnt to a depth 
of 7 - 1 0  cm. A white res i due was found at 
the spot. A temperature of 2000 °C had 
been i n v o lv e d. ( FSRCH 1 2 ,  p. 1 1  - Ur i ondo 
48 - FSR 1 1 , 6 , p. 1 5  - Cre i ghton -
CODOVNI +�i c ardo Perez + Phenomenes 
Spati aux 2 1 , p.20 - Gal ind e z  + La Gaceta 
( T )  5/2/63 : : He i den - B anchs p.2�+----­
R i bera I l l  p. 1 09 )  

1 10 7  February 1963 
PIOVE DI SACCO ( ITALY ) P a i nter Mario 

S 1 amase of P i ove d i  Sacco was w a l k i ng 
through the snow-covered wooS� when he saw 
a huge round l um i nous obj ect , :ith a man in 
a c e l l ophane- l ik e  s u i t  stan d i ng nearby. The 
occupant hurr i e d l y  c l i mbed i nto h i s  mach­
lne and took off as S l amase took p i ctures 
o f  h i m. The p i ctures were not publ i shed. 
( He i den - Barker 11 p. 26 - Saucer News , 
J une 1963 ) 

1 2  
1 1 08 1 February 1 963 1 350 h 

A ZAJA ( CHILE ) An ob ject was seen at 
ground l ev e l. No further deta i ls. ( Petro­
w i sch cata l ogue of Chi l ean Type I cases ) 

1 1 09 2 February 1963 1 9 20 h 
NORTH WALSHAM ( NORFOLK , ENGLAND ) 

Ret i re d  so l i c itor ' s  c l erk M i s s  Bertha 
Humphri es was tak ing her sma l l dog for a 
w a l k  on the snow-covered road when , at the 
bend at the top of the road , she saw a d u l l 
red g l ow mov i ng abov e  the ground , from s i de 
to s i de. At f i rst she thought it was the 
rear l ight of a revers i n g  car , then i t  
dazz l ed her. However , t h e  ob ject h a d  now 
emerged from the narrow part of the road and 
she cou l d  see i t  was a jet-b l ac k  ob l ong 
ob j e ct w i th a du l l ,  dark -red c i rc l e  of 
l i ght i n  the centre. The ob j ect f l apped 
a l ong l i k e  some sort of bat , s l ow l y  r i s i n g  
to rooftop l evel , where s h e  c ou l d  see that 
it was tra i l ing beh i n d  i t ,  l i k e  the ta i l  of 
a k i te , a s i m i l ar but m i n i ature ob j ect. 
After a second or two it rose up into the 
c l ouds. A man wa l k i ng in the area saw 
noth ing unusual. ( FSR 1 3 ,  1 ,  p. 28 - l etter 
from w itnes s ) 

1 1 10 5 February 1 963 ( approx. date ) 
ASCENSION ( PA RAGUAY ) A student , 

Anastas i o  Lenven , saw an ob j ect l and on the 
school grounds. In a d i fferent observat ion , 
s everal res i dents , i n c l u d i ng an Inter i or 
M i n i stry offi c i a l , saw an ob j ect f l y i n g  at 
very h i gh speed above the c ity. ( M562 -
Ati c )  

1 1 1 1  7 February 1 963 1 830 h 
. A LB ERTI ( B UENOS AIRES , A RGENTINA ) 

Fe l i x Garr i zo and h i s  w i fe were driv i ng i n  
the i r  c a r  t o  La Pampa , when a t  A lbert i  they 
observed an extraordinary e l ongated ob j ect , 
i ntense l y  l um i nous , suspended o n l y  a short 
d i stance from the ground. They stopped to 
l ook at it and Mr Garri zo took a photo­
graph. The ob j ect then began to move and 
van i shed at fantast i c  speed. The photo­
graph was s a i d to be ' aston i sh i n g l y  c l ear ' 
but was not pub l i shed. ( FSR 1 1 ,  6 ,  p. 1 5  
Cre i ghton - M i ston ium Rev i ew�/ 2 /68 ) 

1 1 1 2  1 5  February 1 963 0700 h 
WILLOW GROV E , near HOE ( VICTORI A , 

AUSTRALIA ) Farmer Char l es Brew and h i s  son 
Trevor ( 20 )  were m i l k i ng the cows on th i s  
ra i ny morn i ng ,  when Charles Brew saw an 
ob j ect , wh i ch he f i rst thought was a he l i ­
copter , descend a{ an ang l e  of 4 5 ° .  As i t  
hov ered at between 20-30 m a l titude , he saw 
it was a round o b j e ct , 7.5 m d i ameter , 
b att l esh i p  grey in c o l our , w i th a trans­
parent dome , and the bottom rev o l v i ng in an 
anti-c l oc kw i se d i recti on. It was about 2.5 m 
th i ck. On the revo l v i ng l ower section was a 
row of s coop- l i k e  pro j e ct i ons , 30- 4 5  cm 

apar t , which made a swi shing soun d , a l so 
he ard by Trevor , who d i d  not see the obj ect. 
On top of the dome was a chrome-col oured 
aer i a l , 1.5- 1 . 8  m l ong. The unders i de was 
pa l e  b l ue and appeared to g l ow. The ob j e c t  
van i shed ' from a s tand i ng s tart ' at terr i f i c  
speed o n  the same course o n  whi ch i t  had 
arri ved . Dur i ng the e p i sode , the horses 
reared i n  pan i c , the cows became very agi ­
tated , ' they d i d  every thing b u t  turn somer­
sau l ts ' and the two dogs f l e d  in terror . 
Brew fe l t  fas c i nated by the mach i ne , unab l e  
t o  take h i s  eyes o f f  i t ,  and de v e l oped a 
headache behind the eyes whi ch l asted a l l 
day. Desp i te thi s he fe l t  that the ob j e c t  
was ' beauti ful ' a n d  that h e  cou l d  fee l  ' the 
l ife pul sat i ng from i t ' .  ( Ol sen 3-83 -
A PRO , Sept. 1 963 + H e i den - Barker 1 1  p.27 
+ Ho l l ege p.87 - Pe ter Norr i s : : Lor IV : p.238 
: : M563 - A t i c : : FSR 9, 3 ,  p.23 - Auck l and 

Star , 1 6 / 2 / 6 3 )  
-

1 1 1 3  20 February 1 963 1 730 h 
LECCE ( ITALY ) A young man saw from a 

w i n dow a s l owl y  s p i nn i ng obj ect , a l mos t 
s tati onary , 500 m away. It appeared as a 
d i s c , hav i ng a central upper dome , w i th a 
total d i ameter of 3 m. The ob j ec t  had a 
bri l l i ant y e l l ow-red hal o  but its dome was 
much more b r i l l i an t. The w i tness , who ob­
served it through b i no c u l ars , reported s ee­
i ng a part i c l e  l eave the ob j ec t , a fter wh i ch 
it s topped sp i nn i ng , gai ned a l t i tude w i th a 
vert i c a l  movement and l e ft towards the north 
east. ( M564 - Memento Sera , 2 1 / 2/ 6 3 ) 

1 1 14 21 February 1 963 0230 h 
BELGRADE ( MONTANA ) B i l l  de Haan was 

dr i v i ng home from his work at the Y e l l ow­
stone P i n e  Lumber Company , when h i s  c ar 
shook and swayed as a strange red sphere 
l anded about 60 m away. She r i ff ' s  offi c ers 
combed the area for the ent i re morni ng but 
cou l d  not see any t races. At the same t i me 
as the encounter a number of t e l ephones i n  
the area rang for no apparent reason , and 
peop l e  were awakened. ( Hervey 1 1 ,  p.AO ) 

1 1 1 5 spring 1 963 0750 h 
ROOSEVELT ( UTAH ) About 5 km east of 

Rooseve l t ,  Sam Brough saw , through h i s  r i f l e  
scope , a s i l v ery domed ob j ec t  t h e  s i ze o f  a 
sma l l  house , as i t  hovered 10 m overhead. 
Through the dome he saw a l ong sk i nny 
human face. The ob j ect gave off a hummi ng 
sound and Brough fe l t  a pressure as i t  was 
overhead. ( Sa l i sbury I ,  p . 240 , case 2 -
Joseph H i cks ) 

1 1 1 6  9 March 1 963 
CRYSTAL LAKE ( MONTANA ) Amos B iggs ( or 

Gi bbs ) observ e d  a s i l ve r , saucer-shaped 
craft w i th an oval dome , whi ch l anded on the 
frozen lake for 1 0  m i n. A door was opened 
then shut an d the c raft took off w i th a 
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buzz i ng sound. ( M566 - F l y i ng Saucers , J u l y  
64 ( B iggs ) : : He i den - Barker 1 1 ,  p. 26 -
Saucer News , Sept. 1 963 ( Gi bbs ) - Hervey I l a  
p .  81 ( B iggs ) ) 

1 1 1 7 1 2  March 1 963 0530 h 
COLONIA YERUA ( ENTRE RIOS , ARGENTINA ) 

After an i n tense ra i n fal l ,  Pab l o  Mi cha lows k i  
and Roberto J orge Mar t i n e z  observed and 
photographed a l um i nous c i rc u l a r  object that 
emerged from a fore s t  reserve about 2 km 
from town. ( M567 - CODOVNI 1 963 : : FSRCH 1 2 ,  
p. 1 1 - Ur i ondo 49 - C l a r i n  ( BA )  30/8/63 : :  
H e i den - Banchs p . 22 - Leop l an n d  1963 ) 

1 1 1 8  1 Apri l 1 963 ( approx. date ) 0530 h 
CHILERO V ALLEY , MARIN COUNTY 

( CA LIFORNIA ) Rancher Ange l o  Mos t ec c i o l i  
had j us t  rounded u p  the cows from a pas­
ture when a huge d i sc sudden l y  came over 
the hor i zon emitt i ng a b l u e  g low. It sett l ed 
to the ground near a euca l yptus grove. The 
cows baw l ed and pan i cked and s e v e r a l  broke a 
w i re fence and ran i nto a n e i ghbour ' s  f i e l d. 
Several s ma l l f i gures emerged from the craft 
and began to wa l k  about. W i th cons i derab l e  
d iffi cu l ty a group o f  them captured a ca l f  
and carried i t  aboard k i ck i ng and baw l i ng. 
Other l i t t l e  c reatures emerged w i th con­
tai ners to c o l l e c t  samp l e s  of turf and 
p l ants from the pas ture. When they beck­
oned Mos tec c i ol i to come aboard the mach­
i ne he f l e d  down a creek bed and they d i d  
n o t  fo l l ow hi m. H e  heard a l oud humming 
n o i s e  and l ooked around to see an e e r i e  
b l u i sh g l ow a s  the craft passed o v e r  and 
sped ou t of s i ght i n  the gener a l  d i re c t i on 
of N i cas i o. The traces which were found 
i n c l uded a scorched area 9 m across , fa i n t  
u n i dent i f i ab l e  tracks , a n d  sma l l ho l es. 
The i nc i dent was reported to She r i ff Lui s 
Montanos . ( He i den - Barke r  1 1 ,  p.26 -
Interp l anetary News Serv i c e , Vol .2 , No.1 -
Peta l uma A rgus Cour i er , 1 /4 / 63 : : LUFORO 
B u l l et i n  I V , 3 ,  p . 2 1 ) ( On e  suspects that 
thi s is an Apr i l  Foo l story . )  

1 1 1 9 1 3  Apr i l  1 963 2230 h 
RICHARD ' S  BAY ( SOUTH A F RICA ) Fred 

White was f i sh i ng , whi l e  his fr i end s l ep t  in 
the car 500 m away. He heard a h i gh-p i tched 
whi ne which apparent l y  came from the east , 
then saw a ve ry b r i ght l i ght , the apparent 
s i ze o f  the moon , trave l l i ng from e ast to 
south at 60 m. As Whi te s c ramb l e d  up the 
embankment ,  the c raft , a meta l l i c  machi ne 
30 m i n  d i ame te r ,  l anded 15 m away. The 
ob j ect resemb l ed two i n v e r t ed soup p l ates 
and g l owed w i th a green i s h  l i ght . White was 
para lysed w i th fear. The a i r  became warm for 
a period , but th i s  ended , a l ong w i th the 
noi se , when the craft l anded. Through sev­
eral ova l porthol es he c ou l d  see the b r i l l ­
i antly i l lum i nated in t er i or , w ith a c i rc ­
u l ar control p a n e l  runn i ng a l ong t h e  outer 



w a l l , the foam-covered f l oor ,  and a man 
w i th smooth sk i n , fa i r  comp l ex i on , mus­
cu l a r bu i l d ,  weA r i ng R seam l ess b l ue , one­
p i ec e  overa l l and me ta l l i c crash he l me t , and 
g l ov e s  made of a s h i ny mesh . Wh i te saw the 
head and shou l ders o f  the mot i on l ess b e i ng 
for a l mos t 6 m i nutes and got the i mpress ion 
tha t others were on board the c r a ft . The hum 
then came aga i n , i nc reas ing to a w h i n e  as 
the c ra ft rose v e r t i c a l l y ,  warm i ng the a i r  
aga i n . I t  hovered at 6 0  m a l t i tude b e fore 
a c c e l erat i ng away a t  h i gh spee d . When Wh i te 
woke h i s  fri end �d they t r i e d  to l i s ten 
to the rad i o ,  they found it b l ocked by 
i n te r ference . ( FS R  � , 5 , p . 2 1 - Ph i l l i p J 
Human ) 

1 1 20 26 Apr i l  1 963 0405 h 
HEAP B R I DGE , HEYWOOD ( LA NCASH I RE , 

ENGLAND ) Mr and Mrs L Greenha i gh of Essex 
Avenue heard an engine sound l i k e  a rocke t  
tak i ng off and , through the i r  bedroom 
w i ndow , saw an e x treme l y  b r i l l i an t  l i ght , 
through wh i ch no d e fi n i te shape cou l d  be 
d i sc e rn ed . The l i ght a l most touched the i r  
roo f ,  then swerved away , hovered over a 
part i a l l y  b u i l t  house across the road for 
10 m i nu tes , and then l anded . After 10 m i n­
utes the n o i s e  was heard aga i n , fad i ng i nto 
the d i s tance , though no l i gh t was seen . 
( BUFOA Bu l l et i n  No . 1 ,  p . 7  + LUFORO Bu l l ­
e t i n  I V , 1 ,  p . 6 - Heywood A dvert i s e r , 
3 / 5/63 ) 

1 1 2 1  May 1 963 ( or fol l ow i ng month ) 2045 h 
PHOEN I X  ( AR I ZONA ) A woman was w a l k ing 

h ome w i th her two ch i l dren when she saw i n  a 
s i de yard no more than 6 m from her , and 
about 5 m above the ground , a round ob j e c t  
w i th th ree concentr i c  r i ngs decreas i ng i n  
s i ze from t h e  e dge towards t h e  centre . I t  
w a s  s l i gh t l y  l arger t h a n  a compact car , and 
possessed an i n descri b a b l y  beau t i fu l  wh i te­
ness and b r i l l i anc e .  It had sharp l i nes 
except for a r i m- l i k e  h a l o , and an area of 
even more i n tense b r i l l i ance . The top was 
wh i te and the b o t tom was dark and meta l l i c . 
I t  hung s i l en t l y , just qu i v e r i ng s l i gh t l y  
from t i me t o  t i me . O n  t h e  l e ft o f  t h e  l awn 
not far from th i s  mass was a m i d d l e-aged 
man w i th a hose , who appeared to be pay-
i ng no atten t i on to the ob j e c t . The w i tness 
t r i e d  to speak , but was unab l e  to do so ; i t  
s eemed a s  though she and th e c h i l dren were 
frozen i n  t i me and she cou l d  not even hear 
the sound o f  the c r i ckets , nor were the 
usual cats and dogs abou t .  She now fe l t  very 
a fra i d  and forc e d  hers e l f  and the ch i l dren 
to w a l k  away . As she d i d  so , she fe l t  a 
s ense of euphor i a .  When they got home i t  
s eemed to be l a ter than expec te d .  She 
thought about go i ng back , but fe l t  that the 
o b j e c t  wou l d  be gone , and now fe l t  sad and 
depressed . The street l i ghts were not 
v i s i te d . ( APRO Bu l l e ti n ,  26 , 10, p . 1 -

14 
f i rs t-hand from wi tness , w h o  d o e s  not want 
her name used ) 

1 1 2 2  4 May 1 963 
B ALLARAT ( SOUTH AUSTRA L I A )  A male 

w i tness observed a s i l ve r  sphere a t  30 m 
a l t i tude , from a spot 1 3  km from B a l 1arat . 
I t  suddenly moved off at 50 km/h . ( FS R , � 
5 ,  p .  22 ) 

1 1 23 4 May 1 96 3  
HERNI NG ( DE NMARK ) A round ob j ec t ,  l i ke 

a soap bubb l e ,  1 0  cm i n  d i ameter , was seen 
fol l ow i ng a s tr a i gh t  c ourse about 1 m above 
the groun d a t  about 8 km/h . ( LUFORO 
Bu l l e t i n  I V ,  5, p . 6  - UFO-Ny t ,  Oc t .  ' 63 )  

1 1 24 7 May 1 963 even i ng 
K I RKBY , near L I VE RPOOL ( ENGLAND ) 

Mrs Margaret McCutcheon ( 34 )  and her son 
Robert H i rs t  ( 1 3 )  •'o f Mo t tram C l ose , were 
wa tch i ng te l ev i s i on when the e l ec tr i c i ty 
fai l e d .  Robe r t  went to put a c o i n  in the 
meter and saw a s trange ob j e c t  through the 
k i tchen w i ndow and c a l l e d  h i s  mother . They 
saw an ob j e c t  about 5 m in d i ameter , w i th 
two aer i a l s  and a f l as h i ng red l i gh t ,  
hov e r i ng i n  the garden em i t t i ng a l ow buzz­
i ng sound . It hovered for about a m i nute 
b e fore mov i ng off over the roo ftops . A 
draw i ng by Robert shows a sort of wedge­
shaped ob j e c t  w i th a turret on top and a 
bow l -shaped dev i c e  on the bo ttom . ( FSR , 
� .  4 ,  p . 22 - D a i ly Express 8/5/63 ) 

1 1 25 1 5  May 1 963 
YVRAC-MA I LLE ( FRANCE ) Mr and Mrs D .  

o f  Car i gnan saw a n  ob j e c t  o n  the ground to 
the l e ft o f  the road as they were d r i v i ng 
between Bergerac and Bordeaux , b eyond the 
Yvrac i ntersec t i on 2 . 5  km from Ma i l l e .  They 
s topped to observe it and the ob j e c t  then 
fol l owed them for part of the i r  t r i p .  
( M570 - LDLN 7 1 ) 

1 1 26 18 May 1 963 
MT . GAMB l E R  ( SOUTH AUSTRALI A )  

A bus i nessman , M r  B Mathby , was driv ing h i s  
c a r  at 70 km/h , when he began t o  hear a buzz­
i ng sound on h i s  car rad i o , growing l ouder 

·unti l a l l  recept i on was b l ocked . He then saw 
a l i gh t comi ng from beh i n d  the car . A l um i n­
ous ob j ec t ,  9 m d i ameter , came over the car 
and l anded 400 m ahead . I t  was so b r i l l i an t  
t h a t  i ts h e i gh t  cou l d  n o t  be e s t i mated . When 
the d r i ver d i pped h i s  head l i ghts , the craft 
took o f f  aga i n ; as it d i d  so , the rad i o  re­
turned to norma l . ( LUFORO Bu l l e t i n , I V , 5 ,  
p . 4  - E r i c  L i v i ngstone : Baster f i e l d  -
UFOR ( SA )  fi l es )  

IN'lt! AT i s  c ompi led and ed i ted by Pe ter 
Rogerson . Informa t i on for , and commen ts on 
this catalogue should be sen t to : 
8 Brandon Avenue , ·  Urms ton , Manchester 
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
L DREAM STATES 

lan Cresswell L 
Granville Oldroyd 

Desp i te frustrat i ng i �vest i gators and 
researchers throughout the past 35 years i n  
the i r  search for the mean i ng o f  the UFO 
phenomenon the occurrence of ' strange ' 
i ncidents has had one benef i c i a l  resu l t .  
I f  noth i ng e l se has been achi eved, a t  least 
these d i fferent man i festat i ons have w i den-
ed mank i nd ' s  f i e l d  of poss i b l e percept i on and 
caused some peop le to th i nk deep ly  about 
more than just what UFOs m i ght be or from 
where they or i g i nate . The process of these 
manifestat i ons and the part i cu l ar contents 
of them have caused some peop l e, both i n  
ufology and out o f  i t, to quest i on not 
on ly  the UFO phenomenon i tse l f  but a l so 
rea l i ty .  

Rev iew i ng a number of c l ose -encounter 
cases, espec i a l ly  of the third and fourth 
k i nds, one can ' t he l p  but not i ce a most un­
usua l aspect in many of these events . On the 
surface we appear to have a stra igh tforward 
observat i on of a physi ca l  aer i a l  craft w i th 
apparent l y  rea l ent i t i es who make contact 
w i th the w i tness and g i ve every i nd i cat i on 
that they are just what they appear to be . 
The perc i p i ent fu l ly accepts a l l that i s  
occurr i ng a s  be i ng a rea l object ive happen­
i ng, just as he wou l d  accept any other i n  
everyday l ife . 

But there is so often i n  reports of 
th i s  type a vary i ng degree of d i stort i on 
wh i ch wou l d  seem to somewhat negate the gen­
eral appearance of what the perci p i ents are 
supposed to be observ i ng .  We note t hat much 
of what t he ent i t i es who are assoc i ated w i th 
UFOs te l l !h� perc i p i �nts i s  o�! of p l ace, 
contrad i ctory or just r i d i cu l ous and does 

· not seem to make sense . It someti mes a l most 
appears as if whatever i nte l l i gence is be­
h i nd these man i festat ions wants us to doubt 
the extraterrestr i a l  theory of the i r  or i g i n  
and not be l i eve t hese appearances . I n  effect 
i t  wou ld seem to be de l i berate ly negat i ng 
i tse l f .  

I t  i s  o f  i nteres t  that there appears 
to be some re l at i onsh ip i n  the amount of 
d i stort i on i nvo lved and the c l ose prox­
i m i ty of the observer . The amount of d i s­
tort i on i n  the observers ' accounts of the i r  
exper iences var i es i n  accordance w i th the 
degree of strangeness of the contents of 
the i r  encounters w i th, i t  appears, the most 
d i stort i on occurr i ng through the perci p i ent 
be i ng in c l ose contact w i th the phenomenon, 
whereas w i th reports that i nvo lve contents 
of a low strangeness va l ue there appears to 
be very l i t t l e  or no d istort i on .  Th i s  wou l d  
appear to suggest that the c l oser the w i t ­
ness i s  to the man ifestat i ons the greater 
w i l l  be the amount of d i stort i on .  

One thing whi ch must be emphas i zed 
here is that dur i ng the encounter the ob­
server usua l ly  st i l l  accepts the e l ement of 
d i stort i on i nvo lved i n  the content of the 
exper ience as be i ng tota l l y  acceptab le and 
perfect l y  l og i ca l at the t i me i t  is occurr­
i ng .  Cert a i n  aspects may not make sense 
afterwards when l ook i ng back at what has 
happened but genera l ly the exper i ence i s  
taken at face va l ue and appears to b e  very 
much an object i ve event . However, the para­
dox i ca l  cornerstone that casts so much doubt 
on the orthodox, physi ca l -object ive rea l i ty 
of these man i festat i ons may h e l p  to cast 
l ight on t he poss i b l e  subject i veness of 
these experi ences and by a tw i st of true 
i rony may st i l l  show t hat these encounters 
have an object i ve ex i stence . 

Let us l ook at another type of human 
menta l  funct ion i ng and see if we can f i nd 
some s i m i l ar i t i es to the c l ose -encounter 
experi ences . For t h i s  we w i sh to turn to a 
k ind of experi ence that i s  common to every­
one - dream states . These are ser ies of men­
tal l y  created s i tuat i ons through wh i ch the 
dreamer passes b l i ssfu l l y  unaware of the i r  
true nature, accept i ng them fu l l y � t  face 
va lue just as he wou l d  any other s i tuat i on 
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i n  wak i ng object i ve real i ty. In the se 
n i gh t l y dramas of the m i nd he encounter s an 

· apparent wor l d  of object i v i ty,  w i th rea l 
peop l e, p laces and events . It i s  a rea l i ty 
at the t i me i t  i s  happen i ng ;  to a l l i ntent s 
i t  i s  the on ly rea l i ty for the dreamer ' s  men­
ta l funct i on ing. It i s  fu l l y accepted as 
such and i s  on l y  ques t i oned when the dreamer 
wak es up. 

In the course of dream i ng one becomes 
aware of a very strong e l ement of d i s­
tort i on and symbo l i sm wh i ch seems strange, 
b i zarre and often tota l ly rid i cu l ou s  when 
seen in the l i ght of object i ve consc i ou sne s s. 
Dur i ng the course of the dream s tate i t  i s  
seen u s ua l l y  that the dreamer fu l l y accepts 
a l l of th i s  d i stort i on, symbo l i sm and 
i l l og i ca l i ty as be i ng a part of the dream 
rea l i ty state. It i s  usua l l y  taken to be 
perfec t ly rea l and object i ve no matter how 
contrad i c t ory i t  may be. In dreams the con­
tent s appear to negate the rea l i ty of the 
dream exper i ence s  but not to the dreamer at 
the t i me of the dream. 

What i s  the i mportance here for ufo­
l ogy and how are these two k i nds of exper i ­
ence re lated? There are two l eve l s  of aware­
ne s s  i nvo l ved here ; one i s  the wak i ng state 
of awarene s s ; the other is the dream s tate 
of awarene ss. The wak i ng s tate is sa i d  to be 
consc i ous  wh i l e that of the dream s tate i s  
sai d  t o  be a subject i ve s tate of consci ous­
ness. 

It  is  usua l l y  he l d  that wak i ng con­
sci ousne s s  i s  more i mportant than dream 
consc i ou snes s  and that the content s of the 
latter are of l e s s  i mportance and va l ue 
than the former s tate of cons c i ou snes s, 
w i th the dream state tak i ng over contro l 
when the wak i ng state i s  absent. But  what i f  
both s tates were equal and o f  equa l va l ue? 
Suppose i t  was coex i stent w i th wak i ng con­
sc iou sne s s? Or what if the dream state was 
an a l ternat i ve obj ect i ve rea l i ty i n  i t se l f? 

Is i t  pos s i b l e  that the contents of 
both c l ose-encounter exper iences and dream 
s tates are from thi s a l ternat i ve obj ect ive 
rea l i ty? And are they e i ther transposed in 
dream states or super i mposed i n  c l ose­
encounter exper i ence s through and on to 
wak i ng consciousnes s? Both dream s tates and 
c l o se-encounter exper i ences appear to occur 
owi ng to a change in the consc i ousne s s  l eve l 
of the perc i p i ent s .  

I t  wou l d  seem from the content s o f  at 
l east  some of the c l ose-encounter cases that 
they be l ong to a l eve l of mental funct i on i ng 
other than that of the obj ect i ve se lf-

· consc i ou s l eve l . D i s tort i on i n  the se states 
cou l d  occur because of the at tempt by the 
l eve l of object i ve -percep t i ve consc i ousne ss 
t o  i nterpret them in accordance w i th the 
be l i efs, v i ews and ru l e s  of object i ve 

consc i ousne s s, when they are or i g i nat i ng 
from another l eve l of consc i ou sne s s  wh i c h  
has i t s own sys tem of be l i efs, v i ews and 
ru l e s .  Perhaps if the se content s were to be 
j udged in accordance w i th the i r  true l eve l 
of funct i on then the e l ement of d i stort i on 
wou l d  cease to occ ur. 

S i m i lar l y, the d i s tort i on and 'odd­
ne s s '  that occur in the dream state may 
we l l  ar i se ow i ng to the wak i ng l eve l of 
consc i ousne s s  try i ng to i nterpret the 
event s of the dream state in accordance 
w i th events, be l i efs, v i ews and ru l e s  from 
the wak i ng state i ns tead of unders tand i ng 
them to be content s from another l eve l of 
consc i ousne s s. It wou l d  appear that the 
deeper these content s l i e in the human 
psyche the more l i ab l e  they are to d i s ­
tort i on and symbo l i sm .  

One may post u late that c l ose­
encounter exper i ence s  and dream states 
or i g i nate from the subject i ve part of human 
consc i ousne s s, that they are created by 
i nte l l i gence and object i f i ed through the 
channe l of human consc i ousne s s  to become 
an object i ve manifestat i on in the case of 
the c l ose-encounter exper i ence s  and an ob­
ject i f i ed s ubject i ve man i festat i on in the 
case of the dream s tate. 

Do these  k inds of man i fe s tat i ons have 
any re l evance for our understand i ng of ob­
j ect i ve rea l i ty? What i s  rea l i ty? Does th i s  
mean the percept i on o f  so l i d s truct ures i n  
t h e  objec t i ve wor l d  and our i nteract i on 
w i th them? What we ca l l  object i ve rea l i ty 
i s  very d i fferent to what mo st  peop l e  
wou l d  t h i nk .  

F i na l ly the ques t i on w e  must now ask 
i s :  Are the accepted object i ve states of 
rea l i ty that we a l l exper i ence when awak e 
and the objec t i ve l y  created dream states 
one and the same t h i ng i n  both or i g i n  and 
i n  the i r  man i festat i ons? 

�..,...,.N....,ot..,..,.Rh�tes 
. o. . e 1 · · �om ·ats· : 

. in 3 phorie boxesi 
. MELBOURNE. 

ree times a Sale police 
· an went to phone boxes 

arty yesterday morning 
and three times wombats 

1were found. 

� Twice callers had phoned 
•the police station to say: "You 
>Won't believe this, but there's 
.a wombat in a phone box." 
r The third time. police \vere 
�on their way to relea�e the 
·wombal� when they pa�sed 

another phone bot with ,. 
wombiJI in�ide. l The police manag,ed ��� 
catch the wombats by las_q�· 
ihg them with dog leads an ' 
li leather belt. They were all 
later released safely. , 

A pl'rson was detained hy� 
polic9 yesterday over the inci-1 
dents and then rclea�d to be 
charged on summons. 1 

Police have nan·owed down ' 

�� lsc�:�r�����iv�
r
����vl�u�.ni-

period covered by the scrapbooks is 
1 947  to 1 967 . 

The curator of the c o l l ection, to whom 
any enquiry shou l d  be made, is L G Tagg, 
Commert i a l  and Technica l L i brar i an. The 
Library is in the centre of the city :  
phone number ( 0632 ) 6 1 069 1 . H i lary Evans 

Kevin McClure, editor of Common Ground, 
writes : 

June 1 982 wi l l  see the pub l ication of 
the first issue of a new, sma l l magazine, 
the End Times B u l l etin. More l ike Magon�l 
than Common Ground in appearance, i t  wi 
be devoted to recording and ana lys i ng the 
output of the w i de var i ety of m i l lenia l  and 
' l ast days' movements that are becoming i n­
creasing l y  numerous a l l over the western 
wor l d. Pred i ctions and prophecies of var­
ious concept s of the physica l end of the 
wor l d, or at l east of civil ization as we 
know it, and of the return or intervention 
of a variety of re l igious or pseudo­
re l igious figures, have been given, i n  
quantity, over a period o f  hundreds of 
years . We are now meant to be c l ose to, or 
even within, the timespan most often given 
for their fu l fi lment. 

We have a unique chance to  watch the 
deve l opment of such movements, and to eva l ­
uate the or i gins, significance, and accuracy 
of the i r  part i c u l ar predictions and be l iefs ; 

· comparing the content of these shou l d  prove 
to be a par tic u lar l y  intriguing exercise. 
Often deriving from the Mora l Majority 
groups that brought Reagan to  power, or i n  
this country from some areas o f  the Evan­
ge l ica l movement, l arge quantit i es of 
re ligious-based materia l are a l ready in cir­
cu l ation. Many of you wi l l  know of cu l t  
groups wit h i n  sp i rit- guided movements, or 

· UFO groups, who ho l d  simi l ar be l iefs. Some­
thing of the same motivation wou l d  appear 
to be at work behind the 'surv i va l '  move­
ment , based on fears of nuc l ear ho l ocaust, 
that is a l ready big business in the US. 
Hopefu l l y, we wil l be ab l e  to cover a l l  
this materia l ,  and more. 

News items, quotes and abstracts are 
�oing to be a vital part of ETB, so p l ease 
start co l l ecting and sendi ng these, however 
out l andish, as soon as you can ; material 
from outside the UK wi l l  be more than 
we l come. 

F'or the fir•st two issues (June and 
September) pLease send £1 ( UK onLy) or 
$4 (preferabLy in US biLLs, outside the 
UK ) to : 

Kevin McCLure , 1 4  NorthfoLd Road, 
Knighton, Leicester LE2 3YG ,  EngLand. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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BOOKS 

MACLELLAN, A l ec. The Lost Wor l d  of  
Aghart i. Souven ir-:-1982, £7 .95 

At the beginning of this book the 
author describes a frighten i ng experience 
he had whi l e  pot-ho l ing i n  Yorkshire. 
This exper i ence, invo l ving l ights and 
strange sounds, was, one assumes, prob-
ab l y  a combinat i on of natura l phenomena and 
subjective reactions. However, its effect on 
the writer seems to have made him an uncrit­
ica l be l iever in a w i de range of occu l t  and 
other dubious c la i ms (something which seems 
to happen qu i te often to those whose i nter­
est in the unexp lained is aroused by odd 
persona l experiences - Arthur Shutt l ewood 
and some c l ose-encounter percipient s  pro­
v ide other examp les ) .  As a resu l t, in this 
book he argues for the existence of a 
wor l d-wide t unne l network constructed by 
some mysterious lost science and supports 
his case by reference to • ev i dence ' such as 
the Von Daniken Ecuador caves hoax and the 
c la i ms of psuedo-archaeo l ogists such as H T 
Wi l k i ns and Peter Ko l osimo. 

This is a p i ty, since much of the book 
is devoted to a stra i ghtforward history of 
the idea of underground races as it has 
been deve l oped in l egend, occu l t i sm and 
s c i ence fiction. He does not give detai l ed 
references and in some p laces re l ies on dub­
ious secondary sources, as in the section on 
Hit l er's a l l eged be l i ef in underground races 
wh i ch consists l arge l y  of the end l ess l y  re­
hashed quotes from The Dawn Qf Magic. 
( Incidental l y, the a l l eged d i scovery of 
l arge numbers of 'Tibetans • in German Army 
uniforms in Ber l in in 1 94 5  i s  not evidence 
of Nazi interes t  in T i betan magic, but mere­
l y  of the widespread recruitment of Russ ian 
nat i ona l minorit i es into the Wehrmacht. )  
However, he has c lear l y  read wide l y  and in­
c l udes some interesting and orig i na l  mat­
eria 1 .  

Some of the material he cites enab l es 
one to come to other conc l usions about the 
significance of the preva l ence of be l iefs i n  
underground races. The underground race, 
l iv i ng comp l ete l y  estranged from sky, sun 
and nature, has for some served as an ant i ­
utopian fut ure o f  the human race (e. g. H G 
We l l s's The T i me Machine and Fr i tz Lang's 
f i lm MetropoTTS1 . In the chi l dren 's nove l s  of 
A l l an Garner his charac ters s t umb l e  on 
underground races of dwarfs and wizards who 
provide images of abso l utes of good, ev i l  
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and hero ism contrast i ng w i th the banal i ty of 
everyday surface l i fe . The mal i gn under -
ground be i ngs, capab l e  of ev i l  i nterference 
i n  the l i fe of surface dwe l l ers, dep i cted 
i n  the wr i t i ngs of H P Lovecraft and Ray 
P a l mer are a powerful symbol of v i olence 
and i rrat i ona l i ty beneath the facade of 
c i v i l i zat i on .  - RS 

COHEN, Col i n .  Pri nt !! !  Kay and Warde, 
1 98 1 . £ 3 . gs-

I n  comparat ive terms, pr i nt i ng costs 
have reduced dramat i cally over the l ast ten 
years, w i th the burgeon i ng of street­
corner ' i nstant-pr i nt •  shops, and ever more 
soph i st i cated equ i pment wh i ch can comb i ne 
the conven i ence of photocopy i ng w i th the 
qual i ty of ' real ' pr i nt i ng .  Th i s  i s  l ead i ng 
to the overdue dem i se of the sp l odgy i nk ­
smeared dupl i cated UFO magaz i nes o f  the 
1 960s wh i ch we all k new and loved . Although 
the new generat i on of journals are a tech­
n i ca l i mprovement on the s e ,  they are often 
not a great dea l better in v i sual terms . 
A l l  too often they are rep l ete w i th ama­
teur i sh letter i ng, badly drawn i l lustra­
t i ons, and a genera l l y crude and pr i m i t i ve 
execut i on . 

Th i s  i s  not a tr i v i a l matter, of i nter­
e st on l y  to frustrated graph i c  des i g ners 
l i k e  your rev i ewer . It has a great dea l to 
do w i th the way that our whole f i e ld of 
ufology is seen by many of the peop l e  we 
want to commu n i cate w i th .  It is unfortun­
ate that some of the most i nteresti ng and 
i ntel l i gent UFO journals have a v i sual 
standard comparable to some of the punk ­
rock, g l ue -sn i ff i ng magaz i ne s  of a few years 
ago ! Th i s  i s  not go i ng to spread the mess­
age of ufology as a bas i ca l ly ser i ous, 
sc i ent i f i c  study ! 

Pr i nt I t !  i s  a l i tt l e  manual wh i ch 
starts-on-the prem i se that h i gh-qua l i ty 
pr i nti ng i s  now, f i nanc ial l y  and techn i c­
a lly, w i th i n  the grasp and competence of 
anybody . Chapter by chapter it l eads the 
nov i ce through the d i fferent methods of 
pr i nt i ng wh i ch are ava i l ab l e, and adv i ses 
on the best for parti cu l ar purposes; i t  out­
l i nes the bas i s  of des i gn techn i ques and 
po i nts out some of the p i tfa l l s; it g i ves 
bas i c  ' how -to -do- i t '  note s on produci ng 
your own artwork to take to the pr i nter; i t  
d i scusses the var i ous ways o f  gett i ng text 
typeset, and the use of Letraset and i ts 
der i vat i ves; it goes on to d i scuss the 
bas i cs of ' pr i nt f i n i sh i ng •  (col l at i ng, 
stapl i ng, foldi ng, etc . ) ,  conc l ud i ng w i th 
some i deas on sel l i ng the f i n i shed pro­
duct, and how to go about est i mat i ng 
costs . 

At each stage examples are g i ven and 
i deas are i l lustrated ( each chapter is set 
i n  a d i fferent typeface to show the d i ffer-

ent effects they produce ) ,  wh i ch make s  the 
book very easy to fol l ow .  A l though i ntended 
for the beg i n ner about to venture i nto 
pr i nt ,  i t  can be read w i th prof i t  by the 
more exper i enced magaz i ne ed itor or pub­
l i sher . 

I n  fact every UFO ed i tor shou l d  read 
th i s  book, and it is e ssent i a l  for any­
one cons i der i ng publ i sh i ng a magaz i ne or 
book l et for the fi rst t i me .  The appearance 
of pr i nted mater i al i s  important . I f  we 
con s i der ufology to 6e a ser i ous and i m­
portant f i e l d of study, then th i s  should 
be reflected i n  the appearance , as well as 
the content, of our publ i shed work . T h i s  
book w i l l  help that i deal . 

- JR 

GRANT, John . � D i ct i onary Qf D i scarded 
I deas . Ashgrove Press, Sevenoaks, 
Kent, 1 98 1 . £6 . 95 

Two book s seem to have been comb i ned 
in th i s  work; if just one of them had been 
al l owed to develop fully i t  would have been 
far better . As i t  stands, a better t i t l e  
would have been ' A  D i ct i onary o f  D i scarded 
I deas, and some that were never p i ck ed up 
i n  the f irst place • .  

Some of the i deas wh i ch are exam i ned 
were once the accepted world v i ew, the sci­
ent i f i c  orthodoxy that has been d i scarded 
as man ' s  k nowledge of the un i verse has ex­
panded . A book devoted to a study of 
these - aether, the corpuscular theory of 
l i ght, Lamarck i sm, calor i c  and ph l og i ston -
would be both i nterest i ng i n  i ts own 
r i ght, and a warn i ng aga inst too dogmat i c  a 
v i ew of today ' s  sc i ent i f i c  orthodoxy. 
Although many of these d i scarded concepts 
are treated here, the coverage i s  l i ght­
we i ght, and the i r  i nterm i ng l i ng w i th the 
• nut • theor i es tends to detract from the 
s i g n i f i cance of the i r  dec l i ne from favour . 

The other ' book ' h i dden i n  the se 
pages covers the ground prev i ous l y  t i l l ed 
by Marti n  Gardner i n  Fads and Fal l aci e s  i n  
the Name Qf Science, andmore recent ly by 
S l adek , Patr i ck Moore and Chr i s  Evans. 
Grant' s coverage of many of these fr i nge 
�heor i es is more balanced and less po l em­
l cal than that of some other wr i ters, and 
generally avo i ds the d i sm i s s i ve fl ippancy 
wh i ch mars, for i n stance, Sladek ' s  New 
Apocryph a .  T h i s  i s  not t o  say that Grant 
lacks a nece ssary sense of the r i d i cu l ous . 

The secti on on ufology tel ls us 
noth i ng we did not k now before, and the 
author . seems unaware of the ' new ufology • .  
There 1s the statutory p i ece about the 
Aether i us Soci ety . 

Th i s  sa i d, I enjoyed the book . I 
found a lot that I d i d  not k now before one 
or two th i ngs  I ' d  rather I d i dn ' t  k now : and 
a great dea l of enjoyment.  The book con -

e l udes w i th a good b i b l i ography, wh i ch has 
one feature I recommend to a l l wr iters : 
books w i th i nadequate or non-ex i stent 
i ndexes are pub l i cly cast i gated w i th a 
star bad-rat i ng symbol . 

- JR 

RANDLES, Jenny and WHETNALL, Pau l . A l ien 
Contact :  Wi ndow on another Wor� 
Suffolk, Nev i l le Spearman, 1 982 . 
£5 . 2 5 .  

Jenny Rand l es and Pau l Whetnall ' s  long 
announced book about the UFO exper iences of 
the Sunderland fam i l y  of Oak enholt i n  Fl i nt 
has at last appeared . Few of the feared 
concessi ons to the sensat i onal i st press 
are i n  ev i dence, though the hand of the 
pub l i sher ' s  censor can be detected, exc i s­
i ng some cr i t i cal comment . 

G i ven the del i cacy of the authors • 
s i tuat i on, w i th the perc i p i e nts hav i ng the 
r i ght of veto on the contents, and the pub­
l i sher refus i ng to publ i sh any cr i t i cal 
comments, and even g o i ng to the extent of 
add i ng h i s  own footnotes, the authors 
have very sk i l fully managed to present an  
object ive p i cture, and one  whi ch certa i nly 
a llows the reader to make up h i s  own m i nd .  

The bas i c  story consi sts of the all­
eged CE I I I  and CE I V  exper i e nces of three of 
the Sunder l and chi ldren, Gaynor, Darren 
and Barry . Gaynor and Darren both became 
contactees; the mother, Mari on, and a l l  
her chi ldren have had halluc i natory ex­
peri e nces, i nclud i ng out-of-the-body ex­
per i ences, appari t i ons, strange l i ghts 
fly i ng around the room, see i ng auras, re­
gress i on to past l i ves, etc . Gaynor cla i med 
to have seen vague shadowy f i gures al l over 
the place, espec i a l ly i n  L i verpoo l and 
other l arge c i t i es, where they wore per i od 
costume and appeared to be walk i ng below 
ground leve 1 .  

I n  Apr i l /May 1 979 Andrew Col l i ns and 
fr i ends arri ved on the scene . Co ll i ns be­
l i eves that he i s  • one of the chosen ones • 
who w i l l  surv i ve a com i ng holocaust, and 
after his arr i va l  Gaynor· had her hypno­
gog i c  dream contact experi ence w i th Arna 
and Parz . From th i s  emerged Gaynor • s  own 
sense of m i ss i on and p l anetary doom . Darren 
a l so began to have contact exper i ences . 

Gaynor • s  reperto i re a l so ran i nto 
exorci sm, send i ng back a baby made of 
pure energy from a ' doorway between d i ­
mens i ons • . The p l ot (pp . 68- 72 ) and d i a­
logue seem to be taken stra i ght out of 
the I TV fantasy ser i es 'Sapph i re and Steel ' 
wh i ch was show i ng at the t i me .  

Other themes come from the i nvest i g­
ators and from the numerous UFO books 
l y i ng about the house . Mar i o n  says that 
four of the ch i l dre n have never read these, 
an assert i on that I f i nd rather less bel-
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i evable- than  Venus i a ns wa l k i ng down the 
h i gh street . 

I n  the second and th i rd parts of the 
book the authors g i ve the i r  own conclu­
s i ons . They plump, correctly i n  my v i ew, 
for a psychologi cal i nterpretat i on, though 
they choose to add exot i c  elements wh i ch 
the facts i n  thi s  case do not warrant . For 
examp l e, they suggest that Gaynor • s  v i s i ons  
of  a nuc l ear war are precog n i t i on s  of a 
future war, and suggest a s i m i l ar exp l an­
at i on for the Janos story . (The sources of 
the l atter actua l l y i nclude the fanta s i es 
of Hans Horbr i ge and the sc i ence - f i ct i on 
mov i e  ' Th i s  I s l and Earth' . )  Does one have 
to have precogn i t i on to be afra i d  for the 
future of the world? I would have thought 
that Gaynor ' s  fears are shared by the maj­
or ity of young people today, and that any 
i nd i v i dua l who i s  aware of current events 
is equal l y  afra i d .  

My own conclus i on was that the events 
related i n  thi s  book are perhaps rather ex­
treme examples of not so unusua l psycho­
l og i cal phenomena . Gaynor ' s  v i s i ons of 
people from past ages are very suggest i ve 
of e i deti c  i magery (a phenomenon espec i al­
ly associ ated w i th ch i ldren ) ;  her hypno­
gog i c  contacts seem to straddle the border­
l i ne between dreams and hypnogog i c  halluc­
i nat i ons . Arna and Parz, who, Gaynor says, 
• . . .  were there to gu i de me through a d i ff­
i cult t i me .  Now I have grown up I do not 
need them so much ' ,  are typ i ca l examples 
of ' i mag i nary compan i ons ' . Her sudden anx­
i ety attacks are not untyp i cal of g i r l s  at 
puberty ; her fee l i ng of m i ss i on is not much 
d i fferent from the romanti c  yearn i ngs of 
teenage g i r l s  i n  ear l i er t i mes, to become 
nuns or m i ss i onar i es .  I n  another t i me and 
place, I have the fee l i ng that Gaynor would 
have had v i s i ons of the V i rg i n  Mary .  

The fam i l y  background (though 
lack i ng i n  some i mportant deta ils) seems 
to offer c l ues . One suspects that Mar i on 
was beh i nd the fam i ly's move from one of 
Merseys i de ' s  more notor i ous counci l  est­
ates to the country i n  1 972 . She appears to 
be both younger and more art i cu l ate than 
her husband, and it i s  s i g n i f i cant that the 
three chi ldren who have the unusua l exper­
i ences share Mar i on ' s  more book i sh academ i c  
out l ook on l i fe, wh i l e  the e l dest boy, 
K arl, who does not appear to be academ i c, 
does not share these be l i efs . 

One ca nnot help fee l i ng that the pre­
sence of the UFO i nvest i gators was most 
we l come to Mar i on and Gaynor at l east . 
Here were people who shared Mar i on's own 
i nterests, and w i th whom she cou l d  have 
far more st i mu l at i ng conversat i ons than 
poor husband Fred, who spent a l arge pro­
porti on of h i s  t i me i n  the Terr i tor i al 
Army . 

I n  speak i ng of wh i ch, i t  i s  i nterest-



i ng to see how the mot i f  of escape per­
vade s the book . Fred e scapes i nto the 
T err i tor i al Army, Mar i on i nto romanti c  
speculat i on about megal i th s, the younger 
ch i ldren i nto a fantasy world of sc i ence 
f i ct i on .  

Perhaps the fam i ly ' s problems w i th 
Barry (became deaf from men i ng i t i s  as a 
baby) and Nerys (born very premature and 
clearly a source of great anx i ety ) ,  are a 
clue (Jenny suggests so in Common Ground 
N o .  l ) .  Perhaps the ' m i ddle-chTTdren '  
felt left out and had to draw attent i on to 
themselves ; it i s  easy to see that Darren 
i s  try i ng to outdo Gaynor at everyth i ng. 
L ater the youngsters get in on the act. 

I was pleased to see that the authors 
d i scuss  the work of Cel i a  Green and K e i th 
Basterf i eld, and I was struck to the extent 
that, as w i th UFO exper i ence s, one has to 
have had such exper i ences oneself to real­
i ze the full val i d i ty of such i nterpret­
at i ons . 

The les son one learns from th i s  book 
i s  that the d i fference between ' fantasy ' 
and ' real i ty '  i s  not pre-f i xed but learnt . 
Many ch i ldren have s i milar exper ience s  to 
those of the Sunderlands but are told to 
' stop i mag i n i ng th i ngs ' - a  pract i ce we 
have condemned often enouqh. In the 
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Sunderlands '  case the oppos i te extreme 
has occ urred ; the ch i ldren ' s  mother i s  
i ncapable of help i ng them to d i st i ngu i sh 
between i nternal and external real i ty. One 
cannot help wonder i ng if there weren ' t  
t i mes when the c h i ldren would . have been 
only too glad at mummy say i ng ,  ' Don ' t  
worry, darl i ng, i t ' s only a dream ' , but 
such a reassurance never came, not from 
mummy, not from the i nvesti gators 
(though had Jenny and Paul been the only 
i nvesti gators th i s  m i ght have happened. 
However, in the most ser i ou s  m i stake in the 
whole i nvest i gati on, Andy Coll ins and 
Graham Ph ill i ps were allowed on the scene ) 
or from anyone. And now, when Gaynor, or 
Nerys , or some other c h ild has a gr im 
v i s i on of the wasteland, who now can te l l  
them, ' Don ' t  worry, i t ' s only a dream ' ?  

Perhaps, then, th i s  i s  the real 
me s sage from the unconsc i ous  and of th i s  
book, to call u s  to rebu i ld a world i n  
wh i ch l i ttle g irls have dreams o f  pon i e s  
i nstead o f  n i ghtmares about nuclear holo­
cau sts, and i n  wh i c h  parents of all ch il­
dren can say, ' Don ' t worry, dear, i t  was 
only a dream ; i t  d i dn ' t happen ' ,  w i th a 
good consc i ence. 

A conclus i on from wh i ch do not th i nk 
the authors w i ll d i s sent . 

P. R .  


