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Ten years ago or
.

more, �h7 pages �f 
Merseyside QEQ. Bulletm, as · .Jus m�azme 
then was, rang with a declamatory t�rade 
on the 'Life and Death of British Ufology'. 
The obituary was rather premature, for 
within a few years a hopeful new mood had 
again pushed British ufology into the van­
guard of the subject. 

So we are reluctant now to essay any 
such generalised dismissal of the prese�t 
state of British ufology. But equally, �t 
would be unrealistic to gloss over the 
very real malaise which seems to overshadow 
our field of study. 

There is certainly a decline in the 
number of competent invesjigators, some of 
the best researchers of the seventies have 
dropped out of the subject altogether, 
others once the focus of serious research 
now malntain only a marginal interest in 
the subject, and other influential figures 
make no secret of their desire to opt out 
of active research, for a while at least. 

It would be easy to seek analogies in 
the present climate of economic decline 
and recession; and indeed there must be 
some link. On a very basic level, there is 
now much less money around for the pro­
duction of reports and journals, and for 
personal expenditure on investigation ex­
penses. Indeed, MAGONIA came very close to 
a desperate choice between closure and an 
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unacceptable increase in subscrip�io� fees 
when our printer became another v�ct�m of 
econimic forces (fortunately i� a ne�t re­
versal of roles, we are now be�ng pr�nted 
by'LANTERN, the East Anglian magaz�ne whose 
printing we had previously managed.). 

But the recession in ufology seems to 
go deeper even than this. There h�s been 
much comment recently on the pauc�ty o� new 
UFO reports. In the last year the decl7ne 
has been spectacular. But more disturb�ngly 
in compiling INTCAT, Peter Rogerson has 
noted a long-term decline which seems to 
have s�ted after the '73 wave, and cont­
inued remorselessly ever since, with only 
the occasional flicker of revival, most 
notably when UFOIN was set up (and what­
ever happened to that?) unearthing some 
extra cases. But by and large the picture 
for ten years now has been one of steady 
decline. The public, it seems, has got 
more important things on its mind than 
UFOs! 

One is left wondering whether ufology 
(and perhaps the rest of the 'parano:mal') 
is one of the last remnants of t�e t�mes 
of starry-eyed enthusiasm, a �el�h�ul, 
marginal preoccupation that f�t�ed �� well 
with the ethos of the flower-ch�ld s:xt�es, 

1. ht and transient interest that �s �11 a �g 
ld f t · dust at ease in the harsh wor o pos -�n -

rial dole queues? 
I only ask because I want to know. 

� rev iew ot 
recent l iterature on ghosts, polts and 
other th i ngs wh ich  go bump i n  the n i ght, 
w i th certa i n  add i t i ons  by a crabbed 
librar ian w ith a haunted look in h i s  eyes. 
Translated from the or i g i nal Goth i c  scr i pt. 

Ghosts are mak i ng a belated academi c  
comeback, w i th off ic ially sponsored volumes 
by the Folklore Soc iety (1) and the Soc iety 
for Psych ical Research (3), and a deta iled 
soc i al h i story ( 2 ) .  So I take th i s  oppor­
tun ity also to rev i ew some volumes wh i ch 
fell through my fi ngers f i rst t ime round. 

That academics  and journali sts are 
both fasc i nated by ghosts i s  good test imony 
to thei r  cont i nued presence i n  our m i nds. 
As F i nucane shows, ghosts have a ped i gree 
go i ng back to Greek and Roman t imes, a 
poi nt also made by W M S Russell i n  the 
Folklore Soc iety sympos ium. Russell suggests 
that a culture's percept i on of its ghosts 
depends on its funeral customs ; people who 
bury the dead portray concrete ghosts -
'raw head and bloody bones'. An excellent 
I celand i c  example of th i s  i s  prov ided by 
H ilda Ell i s  Dav i dson, in wh ich  the revenant 
comes from the grave to claim person after 
person to jo i n  the leg ion of ghosts, as i n  
east European vampi re legends. Th i s  i s  sym­
bol i c  of plague and other ep i demics  cla iming 
v i ctim after v ict im. Those who burn the dead 
env i sage smoky, hazy sp ir its who dr ift across 
consc iousness. 

F i nucane traces the evolut ion of the 
ghost through vari ous stages of Chr i st ian 
theology. I n  med ieval Chr i st ian i ty, ghosts 
were far from the margi nal ent i t ies they are 
today. They were i ntegral parts of soc iety, 
enforc i ng i ts codes, demand i ng that just i ce 
be done, that debts be paid, that rema i ns be 
bur ied properly and that harmony preva il 
among surv i v i ng relat i ves. Fear of ghosts' 
wrath enforced proper respect for the help­
less  aged. Ghosts could g i ve ev i dence i n  

court. Most importantly, they enforced the 
correct theologi cal l i ne, w i th graph i c  des­
cr ipt ions of purgatory, heaven and hell. 
L i v i ng and dead were part of an organ i c  un i ty :  
C hurch M il i tant, Church Suffer i ng and Church 
Triumphant. (R H Bowyer, in ( 1), p. 190) 

The Reformat i on abo 1 i she.d purgatory and 
l i terally damned all ghosts to hell ; spectres 
refus i ng to stay there were clearly demons. 
Th i s  theolog ical doctr i ne clashed w�th 
trad i t ional belief and posed the awful 
d ilemma: ' Be thou a s p i r i t  of health or 
gobl in  damned?' Hamlet's ghost may well be 
re i nforc i ng soc ial mores, but in doi ng so i t  
leads to demoni c  tragedy. 

The rel ig ious persecut i ons of the s i x­
teenth and seventeenth centur ies created a 
great crop of ghost stor ies. The trauma of 
the shatter i ng of the old order created a 
vast number of ghostly monks ; express i ons of 
grief and guilt, and C i v il  War, tore the 
nat ion apart; the ghostly Roundheads and 
Caval iers, crimes magn if ied by the leg i on of 
r i val pamphleteers, haunted on . H i story's 
wou nds were unforgotten and unforg i ven, held 
i n  thrall by generat ions of local gos s i p  and 
trad i t i on. It should be remembered that i n  
the last century there were d i stricts where 
families voted L i beral or Conservat i ve, de­
pend i ng on wh ich s i de the i r  ancestors had 
fought i n  the C i v i l  War. 

The Reformat ion had damned ghosts, 
partly because it was trying to escape trad­
i t ion. A soc iety which perce i ves the world 
in fa i rly stable terms might be able to come 
to terms with  i ts  'h i story' walk i ng around; 
a soc iety see ing it self in dynami c  terms 
needed to jett i son h i story - it was now 
necessary to d i spose of trad i t i onal customs, 
produc i ng the tens ions wh i ch also gave r i se 
to i ncreased w i tch belief. (8 ) 

There were other effects of the C i v il 
War. The farmers and art i sans who jo ined the 
Parliamentary armies were exposed to the fer­
ment of new ideas, quest ion i ng the whole 



basis of trad i t i onal soci ety. Conversely, 
the gentry and a r i stocracy, repelled by ' the 
mob ' ,  w i thdrew phys i cally and i ntellectually 
to an unprecedented degree . Both sect i ons of 
soc i ety began to reject ghost stor i es and 
trad i t i onal rel i g i on, wh i le the Angl i ca n  
:hurch, re-establi shed a n d  protected by 
penal leg islat i on, looked on i n  apathy . 

In these con d i t i ons Pur i tans l i ke 
� ichard Baxter, who �0 years ago would have 
cons i dered ghosts as damnable, now began to 
use them to conduct the campa i gn aga i nst 
the modern Sadducees. (cf. f9)) Though the 
i ntellectual and l i terate eli te may have 
1esp ised ghosts, the vast major i ty of the i r  
�ellow countrymen probably cont i nued t o  hold 
trad i t i onal beliefs. 

These trad i t i onal beli efs were taken 
i n to the rapi dly grow i ng i ndust r i al towns 
by the masses com i ng in from the country. 
Fi nucane does not cover the i deas of the 
work i ng classes dur i ng th i s  per i od, but 
some back ground can be gleaned from stud i es 
by Thomas (10) and Hamson ( 11). 

By the m i d- n i neteenth century the ghost 
had receded i nto a d i m  f i gure on the margi ns 
of consc i ousness. The only message that i t  
had t o  g i ve was the message o f  sur v i val i ts­
elf. Ghosts receded from soc iety .  From 
Mackenz ie  (3) emerges a n i ce p i cture of the 
typ i cal Vi ctor i an ghost . The Despard ghost 
was a w i dow in black - l i k e  the mai den aunt 
or the w i dowed s i ster an  embarrass i ng add­
i t i on to the fami ly. 

The a nonymous V i ctor i an ghost fl i tt i ng 
through the house reflected the breakup of 
the trad i t i onal home held for generati ons. 
fhe V i ctor i an fam ily, drift i ng from one 
leased house to another, were strangers i n  
the i r  own res i dences. The servants often had 
far more i nt imate connect i on w i th the house 
than the i r  masters; they were part of the 
local commun i ty and i ts reposi tory of folk 
hi story. As Cla i re Russell poi nts out i n  the 
Folklore Soc i ety symposi um, ghosts are about 
the l i v i ng. In the V i ctor i an. per i od houses 
tended to become haunted because the local 
commun i ty deci ded that some fundamental v i o­
lat i on of the soc i al mores had occurred . 
Th i s  could range from anyth i ng between murder 
:1nd leav i ng the house vacant  too long. In 
many cases, ghosts were the express i on of 
the commun i ty ' s host i l i ty to new tenants, 
and the tenants ' al ienation from the i r  res­
i dence . S i gn i f i cantly, many modern haunted 
houses are counc i l  houses or rented prop­
erti es. 

Haunts were not the only ghosts: death­
bed appar i t i ons, cr i s i s  appar i t i ons, fetches 
and war n i ngs, test i f i ed to the uncerta i nt i es 
of Vi ctor i a n  l i fe - the separat i on of rel­
a t i ons sent abroad to colon i al fever spots, 
the rampant i nfant mortali ty. Many of the 
people who became the centre of cr i s i s  app-

4 
ar i t i ons had broken soci al mores i n  some 
way . One suspects that many ' old and dear 
fr i ends'  from the colon ies who appeared to 
marr i ed women, were lovers sent away i n  
d i sgrace . 

F i nucane notes the r i g i d  soc i al d i s­
t i nct i ons that operated i n  Vi ctor i an psych­
i cal research: that the mi ddle classes never 
l i ed, that servants were t i m i d  and unrel i able, 
and that the ' peasantry ' were unth i nk i ng 
brutes. Th is l�d to some embarrass i ng s i tu­
ations, as i n  the case of poor Judge Horby, 
who found he e i ther had to adm i t  to ly i ng 
or to sleep i ng w i th h i s  w i fe before they 
were marr i ed. 

If the psych i cal researchers turned 
the i r  backs on the peasantry and the i r  be-

l i efs, the folklor i sts put them on pedestals. 
Romant i cs, reject i ng the i ndustr i al revol­
ut i on, dreamed up a fa i rytale past of noble 
pe�sants i n  l i ttle thatched cottages i n  a 
green and pleasant land . Such folklor i sts 
as the Dane, Evart Tang K r i stensen could 
take ser i ously any ghost . These i ncluded 
revolv i ng f i ery wheels, or the wagon w i th 
three wheels wh i ch had the power to para­
lyse other wagons on the road, like modern 
UFOs . The folklor i sts and roman t i cs created 
a market for Goth i c  horror stor i es and 
g i bber i ng spectres . 

The trad i t i onal V i ctor i an ghost story 
reflected a sense of the horror beneath the 
pla�i d  surface of everyday l i fe .  They were 

· rem i nders of the th i n  veneer of Victor i an 
rat i onal i sm. It is hardly surpr i s i ng that, 
as Jul i a  Br i ggs poi nts out, the ghost story 

as an art form fell when that veneer was 
w i ped away in the trenches. 

It is hardly surpr i s i ng, then, that the 
heyday of the ' true ' ghost story lay i n  the 
per i od before the F i rst World War. It is 
s i g n i f i cant that more than  h alf the accounts 
i n  Mackenz i e ' s  book refer to the per i od be­
fore the War. If ghosts are products of the 
human i mag i nat i on ' s  response to real or 
i magi nary outrages, then how can they be 
generated by the truly un i magi nable outrage? 

The modern ghost may well be more extro­
vert than h i s  V i ctor i an predecessor . Randy 
spectres fondl i ng young lad i es i n  counc i l  
houses are all r i ght i n  the pages of the Sun 
or the Nat i onal Voyeur, but are hardly the-­
r i qht sort of company for the SPR . Modern 

ghosts are often dra i ned of terror complete­
ly. The once-gr i m  messengers are now reduced 
to  compet i t i on w i t h space- i n vader mach i nes 
as tour i st attract i ons i n  pubs . No longer 
even d im messengers of surv i val, perhaps 
memor i es of a lost h i story. 

The polterge i st is the truly contemp­
orary ghost, in i ts element i n  the age of 
the vandal. The polterge ist becomes a sym­
bol of the shatter i ng of soc i ety ' s  rules, 
the v o i ce of the voiceless. The hooror of 
contemporary f i ct i on is now the super polt, 
heavy w i th fantas i es of omn i potent destruct­
i ve power. The qui et, old-fash i oned ghost, 
l i k e  the spectre of l i ttle Joh nny M i nty, as 
descr i bed by Mackenz i e, weep i ng endlessly 
for h is mother, may pull at our heart­
str i nqs; the oolts, evoked by Gauld and 
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Cornell (4) or �ogo f6) can st i ll g i ve us 
the horrors. The emot i on evoked by an att­
ack by a poltergeist is the same as that of 
an attack by burglars or vandals, one of 
v i olat i on . It is th i s  sense of v i olat i on of 
the home as a bast i on aga i nst the forces of 
the w i lderness outsi de, the overthrow of the 
safe rat i o nal world of everyday reason and 
co!TII1on sense. 

It must be sa i d  that the pre- polter­
ge i st worlds of many of the v i ctims do not 
seem especi ally safe or ra: i onal. The fam i ly 
d i scussed by Playfa i r  ( 5) were already under 
the attent i on of soc i al workers, and other 
polt fam i l i es have had pretty severe prob­
lems. It is hardly surpr i s i ng th at both 
' normal ' and ' paranormal '  tr i ckery take 
place together; they are perhaps d i fferent 
means of express i ng the same cr i s i s. 

Gauld and Cornell also descr ibe place­
centred pelts, places wh i ch seem to be host­
i le .  The old term ' boggart ' seems aptly to 
descr i be th i s  centre wh i ch generates con­
fused mult i form halluc i nat i ons and strange 
noises. Once aga i n, is it not to the ne i gh­
bours and the  local coiTIIlun i ty that we  should 
look for reasons why a place becomes labell­
ed ' off- l i m i ts ' ?  The only ' message ' here 
seems to be: ' Fear, fear ' ;  ' Get out ' ;  ' Bogg­
art off! ' 

Ghosts are on the retreat, the ir  role 
as d ispensers of just i ce replaced by a mod­
ern poli ce, the i r  power to coiTIIlunicate 
across d i stances replaced by the telephone 
and telev i s i on. Perhaps they have now faded 
forever beyond the reach of psych i cal res­
earchers; soon the vandals w i ll dr i ve the 
pelts away. Yet i f  the i r  d i sappearance marks 
the end of our capac i ty for outrage, then we 
are in deep trouble. Maybe the ghosts of 
Belsen, of H i rosh i ma and of KampuChea should 
howl and qi bber and cry out for venqeance. 
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OBJECTIONS TO 
THE 'B.T: 
HYPOTHESIS 

lan s. Cresswell 

�hile one must congratulate Or Lawson 
for a most original and mentally stimulat­
ing piece of theoretical writin� on t�e 
apparent similarity between rel1ved b1r�h 
imaoe traumas and the  reported observat1ons 
of abduction percipients , a number of very 
clear and important objections  to t his theory 
come to mind. 

Wit hout completely rejecting the general 
ideas  put forward in Or Law son ' s  paper , grave 
doubts enter the picture ,  both from the area 
of psych oanalytic p sychology, �rom

.
other

. more oeneral sections  of p sych1atr1c medlc­
ine and from ufology itself. Alth ough not 
wishing to be absolutely negative , upon 
careful thought the regretfu � opinion mu�t 
be that there is no real bas1s for a s s um1ng 
that the image s involved in close-enc�unter 
experiences of the third and fourth k1nds 
are either partly or wholly the  res ult of 
relived images a s sociated with the so-
called trauma of birth. 

The result s of so-called test situ­
ations we find unconvincing and the means  by 
which these were brought to light in general 
highly un satisfactory. While by no mea�s 
denying the possibility t h at p sycholog1cal 
processes  are at work here , in fact quite 
the contrary what we would rather s ugge st 
is that rese�rch and investigation is  direc­
ted down other path s than images of birth 
trauma or other forms of osyc hopatholoov. 

Before any particular theory is proved 
to be factual every part of the co�tent �f 
this group of ideas  must be �ompat1�le w1th 
other valid k nowledge and ev1dence 1n the 
area that one is writing about. S�me �m�unt 
of deviation is allowed , a s  no sc1ent1f1c 
subject can remain station�ry for long per­
icd s of time without becom1ng stale. The  
very centre of  Or  Lawson ' s  theory of  a 

universal birth trauma is ba sed upon the  work 
of Otto Rank and the p sychiatrist Stanislav 
Grof , a follower of R ank. Their theo�y of 
mental imagery reappearing later on 1n t h� 
individual's life as the  cause of later 
neurosis and general behaviour disord�r s  .has  
now been  almost completely rejected w1th1n 
psychoanalytic and p sychiatric.medi�ine .

. 
It 

is now mainly of interest for 1ts h1sto�1cal 
place within p sych ologica � t�ought and 1s 
rarely if ever employed w1th1n the  treatment 
of the psyc h oneuroses. ( 1 )  

�ank died � n  t h e  United States i n  1939, 
and outside America his theories are no 
longer the s ubject of discus sion , although 
many of his suggestions  have influenced 
others. Or Nandor Fodor , a New York ana­
lyst ,  mak e s  use of the Rankian theory of the 
birth trauma , which h e  claims to h�ve ba sed 
upon clinical rather than philosophical 
foundations , in his extraordinary book s ,  The 
Search for the Beloved and New Approache s�­
Bream Interpretation� Since nearly eve�y 
a s pect of h uman behaviour - not exclud1ng 
constipation - is traced back in these book s 
to the trauma of birth , it is a little diff­
icult to see why they needed to be writ ten 
at all. But if Dr Fodor is somewhat lacking 
in imagination a s  to origins ,  nobody can  
accuse  him of lacking ingenuity in his inter­
pretations. He informs u s ,  for example , that 
children may start life wit h  a handicap owing 
to prenatal influence s ,  one of which is the 
violence of parental intercours e ,  the me�ory 
of which is said to be clearly apparent 1n 
the dreams of adult life. The fact that  
there exist no nerve connections  between 
mother and unborn child doe s not trouble Or 
Fodor who postulates that communication 
takes

'
place by telepathy. According to this 

theory ,  then , prenatal influences and the 
trauma of birth play a major part in the  

i 

formation of character and determine mental 
health in ad ult life. 

A more scientific exposition of this 
view has  been put forward by P hyllis 
Greenacre , who believes that constitution, 
prenatal experience, birth , and the situ­
ation immediately after birth together play 
some part in predisposing the individual to 
anxiety. She  notes that loud noises , maternal 
nervousne s s ,  and similar stimuli increa se the 
rate of the foetal heart and the frequency 
of foetal movements, and supposes that these 
may fairly be taken as  sign s of anxiety. 
Such ' anxiety ' is , of cour s e ,  without me ntal 
content,  but Or Greenacre believes that it 
su pplies an organic potential which may in­
fluence later anxiety reactions. 
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Turning now to one of the most highly 
critical reviews of birth trauma and its po s s ­
ible c a u s e  o f  future neurosis we h ave t o  
t u r n  to what F r e u d  thought about t h i s  very 
speculative theory , bearing in mind that he 
had  ch anged his own mind about the theory 
of birth trauma over the year s ,  as can be 
clearly seen by reading some of Freud's 
work s. r 2) 

In the act of birth there is a real 
danger to life. We k now what this mean s  
objectively; b u t  i n  a psychological sense 
it says nothing at all to us. The danger of 
birth h a s  a s  yet no psychical content. We 
cannot possibly s uppose that the foetus 
has  any sort of knowledge that there is a 
pos sibility of it s life being destroyed. It 
can only be aware of some vast disturbance in 
the economy of its narcissistic libido. 
Large sums of excita tion crowd in on it , 
giving rise to new feelings of unpleasure,  
and some organs  acquire an increa sed cath­
exis , thus  foreshadowing the object-
cathexis which will soon set in. What elem­
ents in all this will be made use of as the 
sign of a ' danger situation ' ?  

U nfortunately , far too little is k n own 
about the mental make-up of a newborn baby 
to make a direct answer pos sible. I cannot 
even vouch for the validity of the descrip­
tions I have just given. It is easy to s ay 
that ths baby will repeat it s effect of 
anxiety in every situation which recalls 
the event of birth. The important thing to 
k now is what recalls the event and what it 
is that is recalled. 

All we can do is to examine the occa­
sions on which infant s-in-arms or somewhat 
older children show readines s  to produce 
anxiety. In his book on the trauma of 
birth, Rank has made a determined attempt 
to establish  a relationship between the 
earlie st phobia s of childre n and the imp­
res sions made on them by the event of 
birth. But I do not think he h a s  been 
succes sful. His theory is open to two ob­
jections. In the first place , he  a s s ume s 
that the infant h a s  received certain sensory 

impressions, in particular of a visual kind, 
at the time of birth ,  impres sions, the ren­
ewal of which can rec all to it s memory the 
trauma of birth and thus evoke a reac tion of 
anxiety. This a s s umption is quite unfounded 
and extremely improbable. 

It is not credible that a child should 
retain any but tactile and general sensat­
ion s relating to the process  of birth. If, 
later on, children show fear of small anim­
als that disappear into hr;es or emerge from 
them, this reaction , accurding to Rank , is 
due to their perceiving an analogy. But it 
is an analogy of which they ca nnot be aware. 
In the second place,  in con sidering these 
la ter anxiety situations , Rank dwells , a s  
suits him best ,  on t h e  child ' s  recollection 
of the tra umatic dis turbance which inter­
rupted that existence - which leaves the 
door wide open for arbitrary interpretation. 

There are , moreove r ,  certain example� 
of childhood anxiety which directly cont r�­
dict his theory. Whe n ,  for instance , a 
child is left alone in the dark one �oul� 
expect it , according to his view , to welcJme 
the re- establishment of the intrauterine 
situation; yet it is precisely on such 
occasions that the child reacts wit h anx­
iety. And if this explained by saying that 
the child is being reminded of the inter­
ruption which the event of birth made in 
it s intrauterine happine s s , it become s im­
pos sible to shut  one ' s eyes any longer to 
the far- fetched character of such  explan­
ations. 

I am driven to the conclu sion that the 
earliest phobias of infancy ca nnot be dir­
ectly traced back to impre s sion s of the act 
of birth and that so far they have not been 
explained. A certain preparedness for anx­
iety is undoubtedly present in the infant­
in-arms. But this prepared ness  for anxiety, 
instead of being at its maximum immediately 
after birth and slowly decreasing, does not 
emerge till later, as  mental development 
proceed s ,  and lasts over a certain period of 
childhood. If these early phobia s persist 
beyond that period one is inclined to sus­
pect the presence of a ne urotic distu rbance, 
alt hough it is not at all clear what their 
relation is to the undoubted neuroses that 
appear later on in childh ood . 

Only a few of the manife station s of 
anxiety in children are comprehen sible to 
u s ,  and we must confine our attention to 
them. They occ ur, for in sta nce, when a child 
is alone , or in the dark ,  or when it finds 
it self with an  unk nown person ins tead of one 
to whom it is used - such a s  its moth er. 
These three instances can be reduced to a 
single condition - namely , that of mis sing 
someone who is loved and longed for. But 
here, I think, we have the key to an under­
standing of anxiety and to a reconciliation 
of the contradictions that seem to hP.s�t 'IS. 



Where the theory for b i rt h  trauma 
appears to fa i l  as the cause of all future 
anxi ety i n  a purely p sycholog i cal sense i s  
that a newborn baby just can't funct i on i n  a 
very developed concept i ve- perce pt i ve mode. 
The newly born i nfant , we a s sume , can only 
exper i ence i t s  env i ronment by way of sen­
sat i on s  of d i fferent types and sensory i m­
pre s s i on s  of one sort and a nother , and by no 
other mea n s. The sense of self is not present 
at b i rth  to  any great extent , w i th the young 
ch i ld not aware of the fact that  he  i s  a 
separate personali ty. H i s outward world i s  
totally m i xed i n  wi th  h i s  i nner world. 
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There i s  no ego state of personal i ty ,  for 
th i s  i s  s t i  1 1  to come. He just don't k n ow 
what k i nd of mental i mages are present ( i f  
any) i n  the  newly b o r n  ch i ld. Th i s  be i ng t h e  
ca s e ,  log i cally w e  can't s ay w h a t  i s  i n  the  
mi nd of  the  develop i ng ch i ld in  the  womb 
e i ther. T herefore to even h i nt at the  poss­
i b il i ty t h at the concept i ve contents of the  
CE  (close encounter) report s  are noth i ng more 
than  rel i ved fla s hback s  to the area of t i me 
before , dur i ng a nd after b i rt h  on the  part of 
the  perc i p i ents  i s  jus t  a s sum i ng far too 
much. 

Another factor that we are not very 
happy about i s  the part t h at h alluc i nat i on s  
a r e  b e i ng made to  play i n  t h i s  part i cular 
theory. If a person i s  suffer i ng from any of 
the d i fferent forms of sensory halluc i na t i on s , 
then he or she  i s  i n  a state of very ser i ous 
me ntal confus i on in wh i ch the  borders of 
real i ty become totally obscured. T h i s  i s  
ma i nly a state that i s  a s soci ated w i t h  psy­
choses rather than  neuros e s  (alth ough the 
l i ne between them can become very th i n  i n  
cert a i n  cases). A per son suffer i ng from a 
psychot i c  d i sorder i s  usually pretty ob­
v i ous , as h alluc i na t i on s  don't exi st i n  a 
state of vacuum but along w i th other ser-
i ous symptoms of p sychos i s. 

Halluc i natory states do not occur just 
once or tw i ce and then never aga i n  but rather 
recur pretty frequently, usually match i ng i n  
w i th whatever part i cular i nd i v i dual delus i on­
al element i s  present at any g i ven t i me i n  
the m i nd of those s o  d i sturbed. Yet another 
feature of mos t  psychot i c  states is that 
normal l i fe becomes nearly i mpo s s i ble as the 
per son get s more and more out of touch w i th 
reali ty. How many close- encounter perc i p i ents  
can  really be cla s sed a s  be i ng i n  th i s  part­
icu 1 ar category? 

We are not happy e i ther w i t h  the man ner 
i n  w h i ch the  comp a r i son mater i al was coll­
ected from art i f i c i ally created s i tuat i o n s  
i nvolv i ng the use o f  h alluc i noge n i c  drug s ,  
hypnos i s  o r  sen sory depr i va t i on. Just h ow 
often are close- encounter exper i ences of 
the th i rd and fourth  k i nds  of t h i s  nature? 

It is not very unusual to see all 
k i nd s  of strange ent i t i e s  wh i le under the 
i nfluence of var i ous h alluci noge n i c  drugs. 

P a i n-k i ll i ng drugs also at t i me s  produce � 
halluci nat i on s  of a v i sual nature when 
pat i ents  suffer i ng from ser i ous  i llnes se s  
a r e  g i ven large amounts o f  cert a i n  k i nd s  of 
these drugs. To suggest that these people 
are reli v i ng i mages a s soc i ated w i th the  
trauma of b i rth  is  far-fetched i ndeed. These  
people are not p sychot i c  but  only d i splay 
halluci natory i nd i cat i on s  when under drugs 
and not at other t i me s. 

In cases of los s  of sensory i mpre s s i on s  
halluc i na t i on s  frequently occur but , once 
aga i n ,  they don ' t  when the person i s  aga i n  
fully aware of h i s  o r  her external env i ron­
ment. To a s sume, as Dr Lawson doe s ,  that the -
i mages a s s o i cated w i th these  part i cular  
states  and the  clos e- encounter i mages are all 
of a b i rth - rel i ved  i mage s tate i s  very h ard 
to accept. It appears more l i k e  sci ence 
f i ct i on than  the  close encounters do. 

We would also v i ew very doubtfully the 
apparent s im i lar i ty between the humano i d  and 
the  human foetus. T here does not appear to 
be any real l i nk here at all , wh i ch becomes 
only too clear i f  one check s out the  relevant 
book s on gynaecologi cal med i c i ne. To suggest 
that t here i s  any l ik eness  between a human 
foetus and the type of ent i ty that Betty 
Andreas son s aw dur i ng her experi ences i s  
tak i ng the  i mag i na t i on t o  i ts l i m i t. 

We can f i nd no conf i dent proof i n  Or 
Lawson's s t atement: 'It i s  beyond que st i on 
that t here are extens i ve s i m i lar i t i e s  between 
per i natal i magery and UFO abduct i on narra­
t i ve s ,  as the  presentat i on of parallels from r 

both area s and an a nalys i s  of a promi nent 
abduct i on have s h own'. Dr Lawson's theory , 
ma i nly based upon the  work of Grof, fa ils  to 
expla i n  the  category of repor t s  k nown a s  
CE4, rather i t  mak e s  an  under stand i ng of 
these human expe r i ences h arder to form. It 
i s  not a very good pract i ce to take a mi nor 
and ma i nly d i scarded t heory from its or i g­
i nal subject and then tran sfer i t  i nto the  
f i eld of  anot her subject wh ich  is  i tself 
h i ghly controvers i al ,  to say the  lea st. 

Or Lawson's s peculat i ve arguments  • 

aga i nst  mult i ple wi tness  CE3 and CE4 reports 
seem to be very strange i ndeed. F i r s tly, he 
quotes Allan Hendry's excellent  book on 
UFOs , but appears to make the mi stake t h at 
Hendry cla s s i fi e s  CE cases i nvolv i ng mul­
t i ple wi tnesses  as b e i ng very doubtful. It 
appears to me that Hendry i s  mean i ng t h i s  to 
apply to ma s s  s i gh t i ngs of a low- def i n i t i on 
vari ety, wh i ch are much more l i k ely to h ave 
convent i onal explanat i ons  than ufologi cal 
ones. 

To regard encounters i nv olv i ng more than  
one  person  a s  be i ng due to such causes a s  
mult i ple h alluci nat i on s  ( I  have n o t  y e t  been 
able to f i nd out jus t  what t h i s  means  in a 
p sych i at r i c  sense. I h ave  not come across  any 
cases that feature t h i s  unusual symptom of 

mental d i sorder i n  l i terature deal i ng w i t h  
halluc nat i ons),  fol i e  a deux , i magi nary 
compan  ons and mas s  halluc i nat i on s  (really 
more 1 k e  mas s  hyster i a  wh i ch i s  due to the  
spread of  rumour and the des i re to bel i eve 
someth i ng to be true and wh i ch correctly 
belongs in the s tudy of human behav i our) i s  
border i ng o n  the  r i d i culous. 

To further mak e  the po i nt ,  as  Dr Lawson 
doe s ,  that testimo ny of th i s  type is no 
guarantee or proof of an object i ve event , 
but rather of i t s  subject i ve p sychologi cal 
vali d i ty for those expe r i enci ng i t  i s  of 
course fa i r  up to a po i nt ,  but if taken too 
far i s  aga i n  i llogi cal. If th i s  i s  so then 
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no one should ever be trusted who gi ves e v i d­
ence i n  a court case on behalf of someone 
else i n  support of them because of pos s i ble 
subject i ve mot i va t i on. 

Or Lawson's t heory appears to pay very 
l i ttle attent i on to any sort of phys i cal 
factor i nvolved i n  close-encounter report s ,  
d i sm i s s i ng them too casually and seei ng no 
l i nk between the events exper i e nced and the 
phys i cal factors i nvolved. No doubt a great 
deal of so-called phy s i cal ev i dence is rather 
amb i guous and can i ndeed be open to many 
i nterpreta t i on s. But to make the  sort of 
statement  wh i ch follows i s  go i ng to far: 

'The i nescapable fact i s  that no ab­
duct i on ca se has thus far presented unam­
b i guous phys i cal or phys i olog i cal ev i dence 
wh i ch compels us to conclude that a UFO land­
ed in that spot , or left that mark on the  
abductee ' s  sk i n ,  or abducted that fami ly. 
am s peak i ng not of proba b i l i t i es or poss­
i b il i t i e s  but of certa i nt i es. ' 

There are a number·of close-encounter 
abduct i o n  reports wh i ch do appear to have a 
clear phys i cal result , e i ther to the env i ron­
ment or to the perc i p i ent , and other close­
encounter report s show the s ame th i ng. Just 
what th i s  might mean a s  to the nature of the 
exper i ences we are deal i ng w i th is  another 
matter. 

Or Lawson does not seem to d i st i ngui sh  
between close encounters of  the t h i rd and  
fourth  k i nd s  but  tends to regard them as  
be i ng the s ame th i ng ,  wh ich they may not  be  
at all! There does appear to be , however , 
a subject i ve factor present i n  most close­
encounter report s of all type s ,  but I don ' t  
feel that t h i s  subject i vene s s  i s  at all 
pathologi cal. Rather , it may be more the 
re sult of some natural proce s s  of the human 
psych i cal s tructure i nteract i ng w i th the 
electromagnet i c-chemi cal f i eld s of energy 
both w i t h i n  the perc i p i ent's bra i n  and the 
env i ronment to pr9duce a man i festati on 
wh i ch i s  both object i ve and subject i ve in i t s  
cause a n d  effect. 

Aga i n  one mus t  que s t i on the val i d i ty of 
Or Lawson ' s  conten t i on that i n  CE3 reports 
the dom i nant creature type is humano i d  and 
that i t  resembles the human foetus , es pec-

i ally such ent i t i es as ob served by Betty an� 
Barney H i ll ,  and Trav i s  Walton. It is true 
that there are more reports of humano i d  
ent i t i e s  than o f  other k i nds , but t h e  latter 
are not rare and one must h ave very good 
imagi nat i ve a b i l i ty to see any l i keness  
between them and the  human foetus. What 
would Dr Lawson mak e  of a report of the  
fourth  k i nd that i nv olved more than  one  
type of  ent i ty ,  we  can only wonder? 

No doubt tak i ng the full range of 
ufolog i cal man i fe stat i on s  i nto account only 
tends to lead one to conclude that there i s  
more than just a s i ngle cause a t  work here. 
I am cla s s i ng only reports (all acros s  the  
board) that are  unexpla i ned , w i th the  cause 
of unexpla i ned low-def i n i t i on report s be i ng 
d i fferent from that of med i um reports and so 
on , w i th perha p s  the cause of the  close­
encounter cas e s  b e i ng someth i ng else aga i n. 
These ufologi cal man i festat i on s  can not be 
put down to i mage s  a s soc i ated w i th b i rth  
trauma. T hey are world-w i de and are reported 
by all soc i al groups ,  and are generally not 
the result of any patholog i cal syndrome of 
e i t her a phys i cal or p sychologi cal nature. 

Dr Lawson's theory poses more que s t i on s  
t h a n  i t  a n swers ,  leav i ng t o o  many strands 
unt i ed and open. He adm i t s  that  'a causal 
nexus between s pecif i c  events of one's b i o­
logi cal b i rth and part i cular  i mages h a s  yet 
to be e s tabl i s hed', and that  'we cannot yet 
expla i n  what s t i mulates the  sequence of v i s­
ual imagery and events wh i ch mak e s  up an 
abduct i on'. 

Another weak nes s ,  we feel , l i e s  i n  the  
unproved a s sumpt i on of  Rank and others  that 
the presence of b i rth trauma elements are 
un i versal in the i r  man i fe s tat i ons; that i t  
has always been pre sent , that i t  i s  some­
th i ng wh i ch set s the pattern for future 
anxi ety. Yet not everyone i s  affected? If 
what Dr Lawson wr i te s  i s  correct then we all 
should be hav i ng CE4 encounter s ,  yet th i s  i s  
not so. Nor are the  perc i p i ents  of these 
strange images repeat i ng the i r  subject i ve 
man i festat i on s  t i me and t i me aga i n ,  wh i ch 
they should be do i ng if these i mages really 
are the long-lost memor i e s  of l i fe i n  the 
womb , of b i rth  and just afterwards. 

Turn i ng to report s  of CE3 and CE4 wh i ch 
i nvolve EM effect s. Just h ow can the b i rth  
trauma theory f i t  in  to try to expla i n  them ,  
because a b i rth memory o f  great anxi ety can 
not stop a motor car's eng i n e ,  put out i t s  
l i ghts  a n d  cut out rad i o  recept i on? 

Turn i ng lastly to h i stor i cal factors 
a s soc i ated w i th UFO man i festat i ons  and the 
pos s i ble appearance of b i rth trauma effect s ,  
we must pose the que s t i on: Why d i d  not the 
present-day i mage s of CE3 and CE4 encounters 
occur to the extent they do today, tak i ng as 
true the age- old and un i versal nature of the 
b i rth  trauma? 
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a i rcraft, ghost rock e t s, a l l  of wh i c h  do 
appear to be prototypes of present- day ufo­
l og i ca l ma n i festat i ons,  i n stead of jus t  see­
i ng UFOs and the i r  occupants? There can ' t  
have heen a l l  that  many a i rs h i p s present at 
b i rt h  to g i ve r i se to ear l y  i nfant anxi ety, 
or strange, unmark ed a i rcraft f l y i ng about 
in the womb pr i or to b i rth  to c a u se pre­
b i rth  n i ghtmares to the unborn c h i l d. 

Last ly, a quest i on! How i s  i t  po s s i b l e  
for t h e  unborn ch i l d i n  t h e  womb t o  k now 
just what i t s own appearance i s, i n  order 
for th i s  to be l ater super imposed in adu l t  
l i fe a s  part o f  a c l ose- encounter abduct i on 
expe r i ence? 
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As mentioned in our Editorial this 
issue, we have been obliged to change our 
printing arrangements, and offer our 
thanks to Ivan Bunn and the BSIG team in 
East Angna. This means, of course, that 
we are having to withdraw our offer of 
printing facilities to other journals. 
Our apologies to those people who had 
shown an interest in this service. 

The following back issues of MUFOB 
ann MAGONIA are still available, but 
in some cases supplies are limitedt 
MUFOB new series A - lS 40p. each 
rAGONIA numbers l - 10 SOp each 
Please send orners with cheque or 
postal order made payable to 'John 
Rimmer' to the address on page two. 

LI!!IBS 

Sir, 
It was fascinating to see the Lawson 

Birth Trauma materiaL presented in .fuLL in 
MAGONIA 10, though I suspect that the theory 
was more convincing when Left in more generaL 
terms. The point that as an EngLish Litera­
ture speciaList Lawson is apt to make too much 
o.f the simpLest event has been weLL made; my 
'A' LeveL interpretations of 'King Lear' 
suffered from some of the same probLems. 

However, there is no doubt that the BT 
eLement is vitaLLy important in a substantiaL 
proportion of cases, and that many investig­
ations do Look very different when viewed in 
this Light. CertainLy, Lawson has taken aLL 
the .fun out of Budd Hopkins' Missing Time, 
but one point persists in disturbing me. I 
cannot understand why aLL the BT images 
appear to be seLf-images. That is to say, why 
do so many of the characters in the BT scen­
ario have a foetaL appearance? If I was, .for 
inatance, suddenLy transported to the most 
conservative quarter of Tehran, and this were 
to have upon me a traumatic effect that couLd 
be recaLLed under hypnosis, I do .feeL that I 
wouLd be more LikeLy to recaLL s�rthy men in 
fLowing robes and women cLad in bLack with 
their faces covered, rather than imagining a 
city popuLated by overweight, baLding para­
��i��� with beards and gLasses! 

Perhaps the most intriguing part of aLL 
this is that we are cLosing yet another Loop­
hoLe in the UFO mythos; neither witnesses nor 
researchers aPe now as LikeLy to put .forward 
cases that can be susceptibLe to the BT 
anaLysis. Much as aLiens had to stop coming 
.from the moon in the 1960s and from nearby 
pLanets soon a.fter, those who .feed us our 
cases have got to become yet more crafty. 
Being as they have to avoid cases that couLd bP. 
expLained by the Persinger/Devereux crushed 
rock hypothesis as weLL, they are certainLy 
going to have to come up with something 
originaL. I bet they wiLL, and that two years 
hence we'LL be anaLysing those cases. 

As for me, I'm nipping off to study visions 
of the Virgin Mary and other humanoid materiaL­
izations, whiLe the rest of you cLever so-and­
sos sort this Lot out. 

SincereLy Kevin McCLure 
Leicester 
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Dear John Rimmer, 

I have recentLy obtained your magazine 
MAGONIA number 8 (says No. 7 inside) pLus a 
few earLier ones. So far I have onLy skimmed .through them, but they certainLy Look readabLe 
and LeveL-headed. 

In No. 8 is a revigw o.f Robert Sheaffer's 
UFO Verdict, a book I wouLd certainLy pLace in 
the top three or .four ever written on UFOs. 
Your reviewer made some vaLid points about the 
book; however, on the question of whether UFO 
l.Jr'iters set out to entertain rather than in­
form, I think Shea.ffer was .fuLLy Justified in 
thinking that the Late Ray PaLmer seriousLy 
did beLieve aLL his own pseudo-science over 
the years. I beLieve PaLmer .fuLLy beLieved 
everything he wrote about (aLthough I cannot 
cLaim to have had much contact with most of 
it). 

Ray PaLmer propounded a Lot of crackpot 
ideas about the shape of the earth. its int­
erior, the Shaver stories (not his originaLLy, 
of course), pLus sniping at orthodox physics, 
the space programme, and trying to boLster the 
infamous Maury IsLand nonsense. ALL the evid­
ence points to his seriousness 1:n aLL of 
these, and he was not aLone. 

There is of course our oum Lord CLancarty. 
He has pubLished his 'hoLe at the poLe' sat­
eLLite photos. He beLieves in just about every 
kind of paranormaL and .fringe science subject 
and there is no question o.f his sincerity. If 
Lord C. can be utterLy sincere, why cannot Ray 
PaLmer be? If PaLmer was a .fraud he must have 
been a pretty poor one because there is no­
thing to suggest he profited much from it (not 
Like BerLitz or von Daniken who have made enor­
mous profits and certainLy are frauds). AL­
though I have not read aLL that much of PaLmer 
I .find it very hard to beLieve he couLd have 
hoodwinked his readers for so Long, 20 years 
or more. My view is that PaLmer was sincere. 

Don't forget the Late SamueL Shenton. 
Don't forget VeLikovsky, or even our own pre­
sent day writers Like Arthur ShuttLewood. I 
wouLd say aLL three (and many others) are �­
questionabLy sincere in their beLiefs, as is 
Lord CLancarty. 

Your reviewer in fact touches on a very 
important matter which is: 'How can we teLL if 
someone who keeps propounding obvious crackpot 
science is sincere in his beLiefs?' I.f such 
peopLe are not sincere they must be in it for 
money or pubLicity; there is no aLternative. 
UFO books are pubLished as non-.Nction. If 
their authors do not beLieve their own writ­
ings then such books shouLd be cLassed as 
science fiction and treated as such. 

Patrick Moore had a Lot to say about the 
fr1:nge scientists in his entertaining Lit�Le 
hook Can � speak Venusian? Moore, I beL�eve, 
bendstoo far� backwards to give some of 
them the b.enefit of the doubt over their sin­
cerity. But the qu.estion remains. How can we 
teLL? ShouLd we tr� to teLL at aLL? 

Sheaf.fer decided PaLmer and KeeL were 
both sincere. He � have been wrong, but I 
think he was just1:_fied. 

I have .foLLowed u.foLorry .for many years 
now. Exper1:ence has taught me to rerrard aLL 
UFO reports with suspicion, especiaLLy those 
seen at nir:�ht. In .fact I have aLmost decided 
that no nir:�ht-time report is worth bothering 
with (at Least as .far as estabLishinr:� the reaL­
ity of someth1:nrr reaLLy unknown to science). 
There are .far too many OVPl•rated cases Like 
New ZeaLand, Lakenheath�Father GiLL, Soc­
orro, Bett� HiLL, etc. Not a singLe one wiLL 
ever estabLish the ETI or any other far-fLung 
hypothesis because every one is expLainabLe 
in terms of something 'down-to-earth'. The 
true unknowns are very .few in number. The 
trick is not to investigate a UFO case too 
thoroughLy. Investigate it ,iust enough to keep 
it unexpLained. I.f you go into it too .far it 
wiLL .iust 'faLL apart 1:n your hands'. But, o.f 
course, very .few investirrators can a.f.ford the 
time and expense to do this! 

WeLL, I don't want to rambLe on forever 
about the sub,iect. In my view investirratinrr 
UFOs is probabLy a pointLess, thankLess task. 
It is the sort of thinrr that seems to produce 
an aLmost zero return .from· a vast e.f.fort. 

The books and theories abound, but stiLL 
we await the breakthrough we need, and my rruess 
is that come the next century (and very LikeLy 
the one a.fter that!) we shaLL stiLL be waiting. 

Yours sincereLy 

Dear John, 

Christopher ALLan 
ALsager, Cheshire 

SeveraL times just LateLy I've attemp­
ted to .formuLate my thoughts on what may be a 
negLected aspect of UFO study. The reason, I 
think, that these thoughts are not as coher­
ent as they might be is that I am by nature a 
Fortean, where my primary interest Lies, and 
as such I do not possess the background know­
Ledge necessary to treat the subject to its 
necessary depth. 

These thoughts concern the media, not 
their reportage of UFOs but their creduLity 
and how this has changed over the Last 30 
years, and how by a greater pubLic knowLedge 
of the UFO subject this has acted as a censor 
on UFO reports. For instance, a junior rep­
orter on a provinciaL newspaper is more LikeLy 
to spot an obvious .fraud than he was 30 years 
ago. ALso tied in to this is how the UFO re­
ports are apparentLy in an inverse ratio to 
the number of media outLets. Back in the earLy 
days of the modern era o.f UFOs (I consider aLL 
pre-1947 sightings in a di.fferent category) 
there were comparativeLy .fewer media outLets 
.for UFO reports. Yet today there are more, but 
apparentLy fewer UFOs seen. How come when there 
is rrreater opportunity? 
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Moreover, I see other aspects of the media 

as reLevant to this subject. After the wave of 
the 1950s, sci-fi fiLms, us v. them, good v. 
bad, etc., the resurgence of sci-fi fiLms in 
the 70s, and here I'm particuLarLy thinking of 
CLose Encounters, seems to have drained the 
imagination o.f the pubLic. I.f a fiLm can pres­
ent stunning images, any personaL sighting has 
to be a bit o.f a paLe imitation and if the 
sighting is more spectacuLar than CE3K the ob­
vious reaction is an accusation o.f fraud. That 
is why I think CE3K aLmost sated and then 
'vampiricaLLy' drained pubLic interest in the 
subject. 

Yours 

Dear John, 

ALan Gardiner 
Lewes, Sussex 

Peter Rogerson's articLe 'Why have aLL 
the UFOs gone?' in issue 7 of MAGONIA reminds 
me o.f a comment made by Mark Twain in Life 
ALong the Mississippi: 'Science is wonderfuL, 
you ge�uch a whoLesaLe return of conjecture 
from such a trifLing investment of fact'. 

WhiLe I recognize that the articLe is an 
attempt to expLore the myth surrounding the 
UFO phenomenon, which is LaudabLe, it bothers 
me that he must use such a convoLuted argu­
ment to attempt to show a causaL connection 
between the myth and the basis for the phen­
omenon - the UFO reports. Many times he seems 
to get his dates confused when he attempts to 
make broad generaLizations Linking events in 
British and American societies. He faiLs to 
consider that ideas in vogue in one cuLture may 
not be in vogue at the same time in another. 
Furthermore, aLthough he spends a great deaL of 
time tracing the evoLution of the myth down 
through the decades, he faiLs to make a case 
for how the myth generates reports. ApparentLy 
we are-to accept this portion of the argument 
on faith. . 

I .find the connection that Rogerson tries 
to make between poLiticaL events in the US and 
the south-eastern US UFO wave of 1973 uncon­
vincing. My own impression is that the average 
American just doesn't pay that much attention 
to .foreign events. The Vietnam War ceased to 
be a major issue with the ending of the Dra.ft 
and the invoLvement of US ground .forces in 
1971. UntiL the .faLL o.f Saigon in 1975 most 
Americans' perception o.f Vietnam was one of a 
staLemate, and not a defeat. As .for the effect 
of the Watergate reveLations on nationaL 
moraLe, it seemed to this observer to be more 
stimuLating than demoraLizing, aLthough I grant 
that the observation was made from the side of 
the fence rooting .for impeachment. WhiLe 
Rogerson's anaLysis of the motives behind the 
writings of British and American UFO enthus­
iasts is interesting .from a historicaL per­
spective, I find it highLy doubtfuL that any 
causaL connection exists between the poLit-
1:caL an� emotionaL ups and downs of UFO enthu-

siasts and the occurrence of UFO waves. By wha 
mechanism can the writings of such an infinit­
esimaLLy smaLL percentage of the popuLace, 
appearing in obscure journaLs, have any meas­
urabLe impact on society? 

Many have tried to fathom some under­
standing from the reporting cycLe of the UFO 
phenomenon. Some, Like David Saunders, beLieve 
that the occurrence o.f some UFO waves is not 
Linked to sociaL phenomena. Some, Like ALLan 
Hendry, beLieve that the waves of UFO reports 
are a sociaL phenomenon but that the under­
Lying cause of UFOs (as opposed to IFOs) is 
constant over time. Others, apparentLy with 
Peter Rogerson incLuded, beLieve that the 
entire phenomenon is myth directed and con­
troLLed. I tend to think that Saunders is 
right, but I can think of no way to test these 
hypotheses without possessing a much firmer 
grasp of the motivations behind making a rep­
ort (which have changed over time) and the 
reporting mechanisms (which have aLso changed 
over time). In the case o.f Rogerson's theory, 
we aLso have to more carefuLLy document who 
was thinking what; when they were thinking it; 
and who they infLuenced by their thoughts or 
actions. 

One piece of evidence that casts doubt on 
a connection between UFO popuLarity and the 
occurrence of UFO sightings is the response 
the Center .for UFO Studies received from the 
reLease of the fiLm CLose Encounters_Ef the 
Third Kind. The preponderance of sighting 
reports received occurred many years earLier. 
My Limited experience with investigating 
sightings that have occurred many years earLie 
than the date of the investigation Left me 
impressed with the fact that quite often these 
events reportedLy occurred during times of 
earLier UFO waves. 

It appears that a major socioLogicaL in­
vestigation wouLd be required to unraveL the 
answer to the question. It aLso appears that 
such an investigation wouLd be in order, given 
that there are stiLL enough of us interested 
in the answer to the question. 

Yours truLy DonaLd A Johnson 
KirkLand, WA, USA 

Letters for publication are 
always welcomed, whether 

commenting on articles in the 
magazine, or on any other 

subject. 
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!he Abduction 
IXperience 
Alvin H Lawson 
These sketches illustrate some of the many 
parallels between UFO abductions and Near­
Death-Experiences. In figure I-A-B, ·the 
subject 'dies, then apparently conscious 
undergoes a sense of floating in an OOB 
experience. This is usually followed (I-C) 

b.Y an 'examination' or resuscitation table. 
I-D illustrates the 'tunnel' or 'tube' 
leading to a 'border' or doorway. The 
border is often of water, perhaps suggest­
ive of the amniotic fluid

. 
Beyond this is 

a brightly lit area in which the percip­
ient confronts a 'being of light' (I-E); 
and often the subject is presented with a 
TV-screen like 'review' of his past life. 
The subject returns (I-G), often with an 
aftermath, a recognised psychological 
effect. Writers such as Kubler-Ross emph­
asize its significance for the NDE wit­
ness'5 personality. The witness's person­
ality and life is never the same. All 
these images and effects have direct UFO 
abduction parallels. 
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Amerind ian shamans like Black Elk , an 
Oglala 3ioux , believed that they could 
travel from earth to ther worlds by means 
of a ' cosmic pillar ' ,  often symbolised in 
sketches by a pole or tree ( II- A) . Black 
Elk ' s tlpical trance s tarted beside a tree 
( pillar) . Shortly a ' 3pirit guide bird ' led 
him upward through a tunnel-like aperture 
and thence upward into a ' flaming rainbow 
tepee ' ( I I-B) where Black Elk met and 
communicated w i th a group of ' gradfathers ' .  
(Note the w omb/UFO shape of the tepee . ) At 
this point ( II-C ) in many accounts the 
.1haman is forced to undergo painful bod ily 
d ismemberment - a demon removes every org­
an , bone , and even blood cell in his body ! 
But everything is then replaced ,  after 
being cleansed and purified , and 1 6 !  the 
shaman is spiritually and physically re­
born (a rich echo of birth-trauma imagery) 
and is thus ready to return to hi� people 
with renewed�piritual energies . �ometimes 
( I I-D) Black Elk was returned by a ' little 
cloud ' . A cave painting ( II-E) (12 , 000 -
JO , OOO BC) indicates the antiquity of this 
analogue - an entranced shaman lies be�ide 
a spirit-guide bird atop a pole . 

IV-A. In this Algonquin Indian star­
maiden myth , there is an abduction , but 
reversed ! A brave has captured a beautiful 
maiden from a group which came down to 
Earth in a flying basket .  Algonquin myths 
have a number of sky-travelling creatures a 
contacts between earth and heavenly ent­
ities , spirit guides , and the l ike . 

The star - maiden pictured eventually 
was able to return to her sky home , but 
she came back years later, again in her 
flying basket,  for her brave . After many 
years together in the sky w orld , they were 
transformed into whi te falcons , and l ived 
out their l ives on the prairies . 

Although they myth is traditional , � 
the illustration dates from 1914 . � 
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IIIIDII t&IISTII�QUIZ 
For the first time in MAGONIA ( MUFOB ) 

the Editors present a prize competi ti on . 
Suitab l e  pri zes w i l l  be awarded to the best 
three entr i e s  in the fol lowing Qui z .  The 
c losing date for receipt of entries i s  28 
February 1 983 . The Edi tors ' dec i s ion i s  
final . N o  correspondence wi l l  be entered 
into etc . ( you know the rules for this sort 
o f  thing . ) 

To begi n :  Some UFO authors have wri tten 
books on other subjects . So for our firs t 
question - we name the books , you name the 
authors . 

1 . Non-UFO books wri tten by UFO wri ters . 
( a )  Li ving mammals of the worl d .  
( b )  Fun i n  b e d  ( and what was i t  about? ) 
( c )  Or Yen S i n  and the mystery of the 

Dragon ' s  Shadow 
( d )  The outcast manufacturers 
( e )  Hip-pocket H i t l er 
( f ) Jadoo 
( g )  The Great Exhibi ti on of 1851 
( h )  The oldest profession : a h i s tory o f  

prosti tut ion 

2. Which ufo l ogis t  . . .  
( a ) Made press headl ines in 1 962 by punching 

one of Britain ' s  best-known journa l i sts on 
the nose , l ive on T V , and for what non­
ufological reason? 

( b )  Was suspected of be ing a possible Rus s i an 

RECOMENDATION IS OUR 
BEST ADVERTISMENT 

PLEASE TElL YOUR FRIENDS 
ABOUT MAGONIA. 

agent by the US House Comm i ttee on Un­
American Ac t i v i t i e s ?  

( c )  Was a n  aide t o  Atlanti c  flyer Char l es 
Lindbergh? 

( d )  Was once a dipl omat i n  China? 
( e )  Started the worl d ' s  first SF fanzine? 

3. What have these in common? 
( a )  J Al l en Hynek , Max Mi l ler , Ludwig 

Wittgenstein 
( b )  Al Bender , ' The Stranglers ' ,  the New 

Zealand Rugby team 

4. Which contactee • • •  

( a ) Led a South American gueri l l a  group? 
( b )  Was summoned by a US district attorney 

for al l eged involvement in JFK ' s  ass­
assination? 

( c )  Had his extraterrestrial v i s i tor c i ted in 
his divorce case? 

( d )  Represented his town at Lyndon Johnson ' s  
inauguration? 

( e )  Was assassinated in a bal lroom in New 
York in 1 965? 

5. Which ' entity '  • • •  

( a )  F irst made contact through a Post Office 
telephone box wi thout paying? 

( b )  Had previously attempted to pass hims e l f  
o f f  a s  Pre s i dent Idi Amin? 

( c )  Was wi dely b e l i eved to be a member of the 
House o f  Lords? 

...;. _ . 
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BOOKS 
just at the  po int that parapsycho l ogy began 
to get bogged down. 

Perhaps a wider h istor ica l  pers pect­
ive wou l d  show that such a resu l t  is  too 
typ ica l of p sych ica l research , wh ich seems 
to  l ack pers istence. T here are repeated 
patterns of 'good l eads '  or 'crazes' ( dep­
e nd ing on h ow you l ook at them) be ing 
taken up , fo l l owed for a wh i l e ,  peter ing 
out when the go ing get s  rough , and aban­
doned for someth ing new. 

T h is book is a l so we l come because its 
s cho l a r l y ,  calm tone is such a contra s t  to 
t hose wh ic h  argue in a hector ing way e it her .!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!ill�;;;;.::� that those who are not conv inced by the  
overwhelming ev idence are  t h ick -headed 
S. O. B. s ,  or that those who don't l augh the 
who l e  th ing out of court are credu l ous 
twits. For agnos t ic s  l ike  mys e l f  both s ides 

MAUSKOPF,  Seymour H. and McVAI '�H, M ichae 1 
R. The E l us ive S c ienc e :  Origins of 
Ex�e r im� syChlCal Research. -­
Ba t imore and London , Johns  Hopk ins 
Un ivers ity Pre s s ,  1980 . 

The authors of th is book examine , from 
t h e  v iewpo int of h istorians of s c ience , the 
trans it ion from 'psyc h ic a l  research ' to 
' parapsycho l ogy' dur ing the quarter-century 
1915-40 and , in part icu l a r ,  the work of Or 
J B Rh ine. The arch ives of Or R h ine at Duke , 
and those of the Soc iety for P sych ica l  Res­
earch and the Amer ican Soc iety for P sych ic­
a l  Research have been extens iv e l y  consu l ted 
and much new materia l has  been brough t to 
l ight. 

The resu l t  is one of the most interest­
ing , informat ive  and nove l work s in t h is 
f ie l d  for some t ime. Un l ik e  so much of the  
end l e s s  reha s h  presented , we actua l ly l earn 
a great dea l ,  some of it quite surpr is ing. 
For examp l e ,  Br it ish  psych ica l researchers 
were far more cr it ica l of Rh ine's ' l ax ex­
per iment s ' than Amer ican academ ic psycho l o­
g ist s ,  who saw th is as norma l in the first 
s tages of an exper ime nt a l  inves t igat ion. We 
a l so  l earn that some stat ist ic ians came to 
R h ine ' s  defence because they s aw scep t ic a l  
p sycho l ogists' attack s 0� R h ine ' s  stat ist ic s  
a s  an attack on the  infant s c ience o f  stat­
ist ic s  it s e l f. Most interest ing is the  extent 
to wh ich  a l arge proport ion of Amer ican p sy­
c h o l ogists  were at l east  ' not unsympathet ic' 
to R h ine , and by 1940 if h is resu l t s  had  
b een rep l icated by a fa ir number of the  
peop le quietly  rep l icat ing h is exper iment s ,  
parapsyc h o l ogy wou l d  have been o n  t h e  w�y to 
be inq res pectab l e. The authors l eave off 

are equa l ly irr itat ing. 
- PR 

EYSENCK , Hans J. and SARGENT , Car l .  
Expl a in ing the Unexpl a ined: Myster ies 
of the P aranormal. We idenfe l d  and 
Nlco l son,  1982. £9. 95 

Th is is somewhat better than the aver­
age for such product ions. It suffer s from 
the  setback of never be ing ab l e  to be quite 
sure of what aud ience is be ing a imed at. 
The resu l t  is too s imp l is t ic for the s c ien­
t is t ,  too tec h n ica l for the man in the  
street. The authors may we l l  h ave been  w ise 
to omit Wa l k er's 'h idden var iab l es' theory 
of consc iousness  at wh ich phys ic ists  l ook 
ask ance. Though the treatment of experiment­
al research is caut ious , the  authors (or 
one of them, at l ea s t )  are too ready to 
take c l a ims of re incarnat ion and ' drop-in 
commun icators' at face v a l ue. 

- PR 

EVANS , H i l ary. Intrus ion s :  Soc iety and the  
Paranorma l.  Routledge & Kegan Pau l �  
1982 . £ 5. 95 

The sub-t it l e  of th is book suggested 
that it wou l d  be a soc io l og ic a l  examinat ion 
of a l l eged paranorma l phenomena , and of 
soc iety's react ion to t hem. However ,  in 
effect ,  if not intent ion , it turns out to 
be yet anot h er 'h istory of p sych ica l  phen­
omena from the ear l ies t  t imes to the present 
day ' . T h is is  a top ic wh ich has  been over­
worked a l ready and , in the compass  of just 
over 200 page s , many g iven over to i l lus­
trat ions ,  the treatment cannot be anyth ing 
but superfic ia l.  T h is is especia l ly so when 
one cons ide r s  that huge tomes have been 
wr itten about very narrow fie l d s ,  such as 
the s ixteenth-century East Ang l ian witch­
carft. Maybe t h is wou l d  not  have mattered 
so much if the author had prov ided refer-

ences to them, but I searched the b ib l io­
graphy in v a in for the work s of Keith 
Thoma s ,  Fra nk Podmore,  L awrence Moore , 
Jame s Webb , R enee Hayes ,  Frances Yate s ,  
Norman Cohe n ,  o r  even Br ian Ing l is. 

The resu l t  is that the treatment is 
mis l ead ing in p l aces. For examp l e ,  H i l ary 
does not make c l ear whether by 'soc iety' 
he refers to the ord inary peop l e  or a sma l l  
minor ity of the inte l l igents ia. For examp l e ,  
the so-ca l l ed  'Age o f  Inf ide l ity' had 
l it t l e  impact on the vast mas s  of agr icu l ­
tur a l  l abourer s ,  whose wor l d  v iew in 1750 
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was proba b l y  l itt l e  d ifferent from that of 
1550 . If re l igious rev iva l is t s  comp l a ined of 
'inf ide l ity' it was more l ik e ly to be a 
comp l a int aga inst maypo l e  danc ing and v i l l age 
wak e s  than a pred i l ec t ion for V o l ta ire. 

In a s se s s ing the growth of rat iona l ism 
in the n ineteenth century, the ro l e  of 
soc ia l c l imb ing shou l d  not be underestimated. 
To b e l ieve in ghosts  was to r isk be ing tarr­
ed with the brush of ' l ower c l as sedness',  a 
fata l step for a member of the r is ing V ict­
or ian bourgeois ie ,  who cou l d  not face the  
fact  that  h is grandfather was an agr icu l t­
ura l l abourer. 'Super s t it ion' was part of a 
who l e  me l ange of work ing- c l a s s  l ife , wh ich 
inc l uded the v il l age wak e s ,  g in and cock ­
fight ing , wh ich t idy-minded V ictorians 
attempted to c l ear up. 

It is instruc t ive  to note that when the 
( outward ly) prim and proper members of the  
SPR  co l l ected ghost  stor ie s ,  they made sure 
to co l l ec t  outward ly p r im and proper ghost 
stor ie s. Head l e s s  horsemen and shriek ing 
spectres were far too work ing c l a s s ; the  
proper V ictor ian ghos t ,  l ik e  the proper V ic­
tor ian ch i l d ,  was seen but not heard. 

Phantasms  Qf � L iv ing , by Gurney , 
Myer s  and Podmore , 1 s  a document wh ich h a s  
been sad ly  underused b y  soc ia l h istor ians. 
It g ives a v iv id and very mov ing portr a it of 
an age of rampant c h i l d  mort a l ity , rag ing 
consumpt ion , and the perpetua l anxiety of 
famil ies whose members served in fever­
r idden co l o n ie s. 

It is proba b ly a mistake to regard the 
growth of s p ir itua l ism, at l east  in its 
ear l ier years ,  a s  a react ion to mate r ia l ism. 
Rather it was a cont inuat ion of the secu­
lariz ing trend , as the mid-V ictorian c l ergy 
c l ea r l y  s aw ,  w ith  s c ience pus h ing at the  
mystery of death  wh i l e ,  at the same t ime , 
the  b irth- contro l propagand ists were push-
ing at the mysteries of concept ion and b irth. 
S p ir itua l ism d id not seek to oppose the new 
s c ience ; it regarded it s e l f  as part of the  
s c ient ific advance. C l ear ly th is s itua t ion 
changed when s p ir itua l ism cea sed to be part 
of a work ing-c l a s s  reform movement and became 
home to romant ic s  outraged by mechan ist ic 
s c ience , but unab l e  to accept church doctr ine. 

I do not rea l ly s h are H i l a ry's v iew 

that gr iev ing widows went to med iums ' in 
def iance of sc ience' dur ing the  First Wor l d  
War. If they went i n  def iance t o  anyone it 
was more l ik e ly to be the  l oca l c l ergyman. 
The ro l e  of 'sc ience' in genera l soc iety was 
sure ly not that prominent. 

The value of H i l ary Evans's book l ie s  
l e s s  i n  the  informat ion prov ided t h a n  in 
its a b i l ity to provok e que s t ions and d is­
cuss ion. On that l eve l it succeeds. I hope 
H i l ary wil l fo l l ow up w ith  � book exp l or ing 
a narrower fie l d  in much greater depth. 

- - PR 

HASTED , John. The Meta l Benders. Rou t l edge & 
Kegan P aur, l �£� 

This book takes  one back to the  heyday 
of W i l l iam Crookes  and O l iver L odge , when 
wh ite-coated s c ient ists sober ly and po-faced ly 
reported a l l  sorts of a stound ing marve l s. 
There is the same deep a s surance that 'none 
of these conjuror Johnn ies' cou l d  get the  
better of  the s c ient ist. So  we s ee Ha sted 
c l a iming many th ings for h is c h i l d  meta l ­
benders. 

Far from add ing confidence to c l a ims of 
meta l -benders th is book , a l �e it uncon s c ious ­
l y ,  does much to undermine them. T h o s e  l ook ­
ing for a deta i l ed account of a conc l u s ive 
exper iment w i l l be d isappo inted. There are , 
however , p l enty of anecdota l accounts of U r i  
Ge l l er ( whatever happened to  U r i  Ge l l e r ,  by 
the way? ) and others even more amaz ing. 
These inc l ude ta l e s  of c h i l dren be ing te le­
poted through wa l l s ,  wh ich apparent ly fee l s  
l ik e  be ing in a b l izzard. 

Ta l e s  of P h i l ipp ine hea l e r s ,  l ong dem­
o l ished as hoaxe s ,  are reto l d  w ithout c r it i­
ca l comment. T h is is perhaps  l e s s  an ind ic ­
at ion of the author ' s  credu l ity than of h is 
l ack of background k now ledge in para­
p sycho logy. It is a l so an indicat ion of the 
way in wh ich s c ient ists have a genera l tend­
ency to quote papers and monographs qu ite 
unc r it ica l ly. Most of the t ime t h is escapes 
not ice , and it is on ly  in controver s ia l  
area s ,  and p l aces  where pseudo-scientific 
garbage is quoted with  the same so l emn ity , 
that t h is comes to not ice. 

Much of the book is very tec h n ica l ;  
stra in gauges and equa t ions abound , and the 
non-technica l reader ( l ike yours tru l y )  i s  
of course unab l e  to te l l  whether any of 
th is is of much v a l id ity. 

-- PR 

8 0RD,  Janet and C o l in. i:arth q ites. Granada , 
1982 . £8 . 95 

---

P F.GG , 8ob. R ites and R iots. B l andford Pre s s , 
1981 . £8 . 95 

�arth R ites dea l s  w ith  a w ide ra nge of 



r i t i sh fo l k  custo�s and argues that a l l  of 
hem are der i ved from fert i l i ty r i tua l s  
o i ng back as  far as  the Stone Age . A great 
any peop l e  have a vague i dea that th i s  i s  
h e  or i g i n  of fo lk customs , probab ly because 
t has served as the background for many 
upernatura l thr i l l ers  ( such as the Br i t i sh 
i lm ' The W i cker Man ' ) ,  so i t ' s worth paus­
ng to l ook at th i s  exp l anat ion .  

The  i dea or i g i nated w i th Dr Margaret 
lurray '  s The W i tch Cu l t  � Western Europe , 
1r i tten i n  the 1 920 s .  According to Dr 
lurray the preh i stor i c  fert i l i ty re l ig i on 
'as st i l l  the re l i g i on of the mas s  of the 
•opu l at ion of Br i ta i n  throughout the M i dd l e  
1ges unt i l i t  was  stamped out  by  the  w i tch 
'ersecut i on of 1 550- 1 650 . Unfortunate ly ,  
here are  ser i ous  prob l ems here that  Dr  
iurray ( and the Bards ) l eave undea l t  w i t h .  
· i rst o f  a l l ,  i t  i s  rather hard to p i cture 
.n unbroken cont i nu i ty of be l i efs  from the 
;tone Age to Med ieva l Br ita i n  when in the 
nterven i ng per i od Br i ta i n  had undergone 
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nva s i on and sett lement by Ce l t s ,  Saxons and 
i k i ngs . It is certa i n ly true that who l e  
:u l tures d i d  not become Chri s t i an  overn i ght 
nd that we can trace pre-Chri st i an surv iv­
l l s  i nto the M idd le  Ages . However,  ne i ther 
Jru i d i sm, the pre-Chr i st ian re l i g i on of the 
:e l t s ,  or the worsh i p  of the V i k i ng or Saxon 
ods bears much re l at i on to any hypothet i ca l  
ert i l i ty cu l t s .  Nor does what w e  k now of 
:he popu l ar cu l ture of the M idd l e  Ages from 
. ources such as Chaucer suggest the ex i st­
!nce of any such cu l t .  

Furthermore , the Bords fo l low Or 
•urray in be l i ev i ng that severa l v i o l ent 
jeaths  of med i eva l monarchs and other pro­
ni nent peop le  were i n  rea l i ty human sacr i ­
f i ces  t o  ensure fert i l i ty.  The reason th i s  
i dea has fa i led t o  conv i nce any h i stor i ans 
i s  not because they ' know noth i ng of esoter i c  
>agan pract ices ' but because D r  Murray ' s ev i -
1ence � s  based t o  qu i te a l arge extent on 
n i squotat i on and mi srepresentat i on .  ( For 
Further deta i l s  see : Norman Coh n ,  Europe ' s 
I nner Demons and E l l iot Rose , A Razor for a 
ioat . )  
--- I n  sp i te o f  the prob lems w i th the 
lords ' ma i n  the s i s ,  the i r  book conta i ns much 
that is i nterest i ng about fo l k l ore and cust­
)ms , many exce l lent photos and deta i led doc­
Jmentat ion ,  mak i ng a we lcome change from 
nany recent work s on fr i nge sc i ence wh i ch 
:on s i st a lmost ent i re ly of mater i a l  rehashed 
� i thout ack now ledgement from other equa l ly 
jub i ous work s .  

A rather d i fferent approach i s  taken i n  
U tes and R iots .  Th i s  book exam i nes  a var iety 
)f European trad i t i ona l annua l customs and 
3ttempts to ana lyse why they have l asted and 
�hat soc i a l  funct i on they fu l f i l in the i r  
community ,  rather than treat i ng them a s  

anc ient surv i va l s .  I n  t h e  process i t  turns 
out that many may be cons i derab ly less anc i ­
ent than often thought and i n  s ome cases may 
have been i nf l uenced by pub l i shed accounts 
of a l l eged ' anc i ent r i tua l s '  that the part­
i c i pants had read rather than ' anc ient fer­
t i l i ty cu l ts ' . ( The way that some fo l k ­
l or i sts assume that  those they study are  i l l ­
i terate and i ncapab l e  of or i g i na l  thought i s  
rather s imi l ar tq the way some ufo log i st s  
assume that those they interv iew are i ncap­
ab l e  of p i ck i ng up i nformat i on on UFOs from 
the pr i nted word . '  

The k i nd of soc i a l  ana lys i s  attempted i n  
th i s  book may b e  usefu l ly app l i ed t o  the 
current popu l ar i ty of ' fert i l i ty cu l t '  exp­
l anat ions of popu l ar customs . The i dea of a 
once-un i versa l c u l t  centred around ch i ld­
b i rth and the need to renew the earth ,  a l ­
though i t  may not tel l u much about the 
or i g i n  of our popu l ar cus�oms , speak s e l oqu­
ent ly to a time when many are becom i ng more 
conscious of the importance of the earth ' s  
resources and of the manner i n  wh ich  the ex-
per i ence of women is exc l uded from many 
orthodox re l i g i ous and ph i l osoph ica l  d i s­
courses . 

- RS 

L INO,  Tom ( Comp . ) The Cata log of UFO 
Per i od i ea l s .  SaTd o f  Saucers Pub l i c­
at i ons , PO Rox 7 1 1 ,  Hobe Sound , F l or i da 
33455-07 1 1 .  $ 1 2 . 50 + 75i postage ( out­
s ide USA and Canada $2 . 00 postage ) . 

I n  h i s  i ntroduct i on Tom L i nd admits  that 
th i s  work is i ncomp lete.  He ask s  for correct­
i ons and new i nformat ion ,  and promi ses supp­
l ements updat i ng t�e i nformat ion .  But even i n  
th i s  f i rst sta�e i t  i s  c .,..:�1umenta l p i ece of 
research ,  l i st i ng over 1 000 UFO per iod i ca l 
t i t l e s .  

I n  fact , i n  i ts very i ncomp leteness  i t  
ref lects the strange and shadowy wor ld  o f  UFO 
pub l icat i ons . Vague , ha lf-formed journa l s  
l oom u p  from the mi sts o f  ant iqu ity .  A l l we 
know about I nterpl anetary News Scope , for 
examp l e ,  i s  that it was ' pUbllsh 1 ng in the 
ear ly 1 950s ' ;  Cosm ic  Sc ience News letter appears 
w ith  on ly the rather alarm1 ng 1 nformat 1 on that 
it was ed i ted by Char l otte B l ob '  

But even when the magaz i ne . i s  .more f u l ly 
documented the changes of t i t le ,  ed i tor and 
pub l i sher are so confus i ng they make your head 
s p i n  ( MIJFOB/MAGON IA  i s  not b lameless here , of 
course ) . The magaz i ne Probe appears to have 
had e l even ed i tors between 1 968 and 1 980 ; a US 
magaz i ne UFO Ana lys i s  Report bears the note : 
' Th i s  publlCat 1 on rep l aced I nterpl anetary 
Inte l l igence Repo(t ( wh ich )  was replaced by 
The UFO Reporter wh i ch )  was to be rep l aced by 
fn-ternat 1 onal UFO Report , but before an i ssue 
was pub l i shed . �he-tltle was changed to UFO 
Ana lys i s  Report ' .  

h . 1 
19 T e t 1 t  es themse l ves i ntr igue : sure ly show a fa i r ly strong corre l at i on w i th the 

Space Twi l ight - Ufo l ogi ca l Corner : Star Dance d i stri but i on of UFO reports , when th i s  d i s-
must have been the daftest t�ver , The tr ibut i on is corrected for popu l at i on den-
Panufo logy Twe l ves one o f  t h e  most eni gmat i c? s i ty. However , i n  order to map the d i str ib-

Some . people seem to have ed i ted dozens of ut ion of UFO reports it i s  f i rst necessary 
U�O �agaz 1 nes . A l �en  H Greenf i e l d  warrants a to make a se l ect i on from a l l  ava i l ab l e  rep-
b l b l l ography to h 1 mse l f .  One of h i s  t i t l e s ,  orts and such a se l ect i on must i nev i tab ly be 
I nner C i rc le Bu l l et i n  has the baff l i ng annot- a h i gh ly subject i ve process . 
at 1 on : -orhl$ publ1 cat i on i s  often mi staken for Many of the reports descri bed i n  deta i l  
a non-ex i stent pub l i cat i on ent it l ed AMUFO by Devereux seem to be somewhat s imi l ar to 
Bu� l et i n ' : I n  �he wor ld  of ufo l ogy , I can reports of ba l l  l i ghtn i ng �r St E lmo ' s F i re . 
qu 1 te be l 1 eve 1 t !  Many wr iters seem t o  th i nk that ba l l  l i ght-

- JR n i ng occurs on ly in thunderstorms , but there ------------------- are many reports of i t  be i ng encountered i n  
DEVF.REUX , Pau l .  Earth L ights :  Towards an the ir  absence . A perhaps more common , but Expl anat i on Qf the UFO En igma . usua l ly less  spectacu l ar ,  phenomenon i s  St Turnstone Press ,  1 982 . £9 . 95 E lmo ' s F i re .  When the potent i a l  grad i ent near 

In th i s  book Pau l Devereux tr i es to set 
out a new approach to the UFO prob lem .  He 
admits  that ' . . .  th i s  current vers ion i s  
st i l l  by no means a comp lete theory . . .  ' and 
i ndeed the gaps in the theory are rather ob­
v i ous . Devereux resorts to the dev i ce of 
p l uggi ng these gaps w i th h i gh ly specu l at i ve 

the ground reaches a certa i n  i ntens i ty the 
flow of current between earth and air may 
produce v i s i b l e  or even aud i b l e  phenomena .  
H i gh potent i a l  grad i ents ex i st o n  h i l l  tops 
in certa i n  atmospheri c  cond i t ions .  Such 
phenomena cou l d  thus be seen to favour cert­
a i n  o l aces . 

i deas ,  so that unexp l a i ned observat i ons are The work of Devereux and h i s  co l l eagues 
d i scussed by emp loy i ng rather dub i ous hypo- no doubt g i ves us some i deas to work on i n  
theses ,  wh ich  on ly adds t o  the confus ion .  i nvest i gat i ng UFO reports ,  but h e  goes beyond 

The bas i c  idea of the book i s  that UFOs sc i ence in specu l at i ng that UFO phenomena 
are natura l phenomena , produced by forces can be d i rect ly affected by the m inds of th� 
generated by stresses wh i ch bu i l d up in the observers ,  l i ke the ' ectop l asm' a l leged ly 
v ic i n i ty of geo l og i ca l  fau l t s .  An add i t iona l produced by phys i ca l  med i ums . Th i s  hard ly 
hypothes i s  is that the peop l e  who bu i l t the seems he l pfu l i f  i t  is des i red to attract the 
stone c i rc l es  and other myster i ous  structures attent i on of sc i ent i sts to the study of such 
in var i ous parts of Brita i n  were aware of phenomena . 
these forces and that the structures were de- So many controvers i a l  matters are d i s-
s i gned to tap the energy and to use i t  i n  cussed that i t  wou l d  be impos s i b l e  to dea l 
some way that we do not understand . There i s  w i th them i n  a reasonab ly br i ef rev iew ,  so 
noth ing new in th i s  i dea , of course ; vari ous I can on ly i nv i te our readers to read i t  
pseudo- sc ient if ic  books and art i c les  have cr i t i ca l ly and judge i t  for themse l ves . 
been and are be i ng wr itten on th i s  top i c ,  Before I f i n i sh ,  I cannot res i st 
most of them show i ng l i tt le  understand i ng draw ing attent i on to the photograph on page 
of e l ementary log i c  or bas i c  sc i ent i f i c  98  wh i ch shows : ' �n examp le  of  ba l l  l i ght-
pr i nc i p les .  n i ng .  The dashed form of the l i ght trace 

However , Devereux is assoc i ated w i th a i nd i cates that the phenomenon was pu l s i ng . .  ' 
group known as the Dragon Project , wh ich  was Th i s  same photograph is reproduced , i n  
formed t o  i nvest i gate the ' Earth energy ' co l our, on the cover of The Tam ing Qf the 
a l leged ly assoc iated w ith many preh i stor i c  Thunderbo l t s  ( C .  Maxwe l l  Cade and De l ph i ne 
s i tes .  The group i nc l udes peop le  w i th qua l - Dav i s ,  Abe l ard-Schuman ,  1 969 ) on ly t h e  other 
i f icati ons in appropr iate subjects ,  such as way round ( i . e .  l atera l ly i nverted . t4h i ch i s  
phys i c s  and e l ectron ics ,  and they-c l a im  to · the correct versi on? ) .  I t  i s  obv i ous to me 
have recorded anoma l ou� read i ngs i n  the that the ' ba l l l i ghtn i ng '  is a sod i um- vapour 
v i c i n i ty of stone c i rc l e s ,  part i cu l ar ly i n  street l amp ( the lamp-post i s  c l ear ly v i s i b l e )  
the i r  measurements o f  rad i oact i v i ty�  · wh ich  and  the  tra i l i s  produced by the  photographer 
are sa id  to d i ffer s i gn i f i cant ly from the wav i ng h i s  camera about dur i ng the exposure . 
norma l background read i ng s .  Th i s  aspect of The dashed effect i s  caused by the a l tern-
the ir  work has recent ly been descr i bed in the at i ng current .  However, as Devereux does not 
New Sc ient i st 1 2 1  October 1 982 ) . ., ' ment i on t h i s  p i cture in h i s  d i scuss i on of ---

. - -� ba l l l i ghtn i ng reports ,  I suspect it may Unfortunate ly, on ly a 
.
br le� ac�ount of have been i nserted by the pub l i sher . the work of the Dragon ProJeCt 1 s  g 1 ven and 

_ lH much of the book is taken up w i th try ing to ' 
l i nk up UFO reports w i th geo l og i ca l fau l t s .  
Apparent ly,  the d i stri but ion o f  stone c i rc l es 
in Br i ta i n  shows a strong pos i t i ve corre l at­
i on with qeo l og i ca l  fau lts  and these i n  turn 

RANDALL , John L .  Psychok i nes i s :  � Study Qf 
Paranorma l Forces through the � ·  
Souven 1r  Press ,  1 982. £8 . 95 
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After descr i b i ng some a l l eged feats of 

m i nd- over-matter by anc i e nt or primi t i ve 
peop l e s , the author beg i n s  Chapter 3 by say­
i ng :  ' Wes tern c i v i l i zat i on as we k now it i s  
l arge ly the resu l t  of the conf l uence of three 
anc i ent c u l tures : those of the Jews , the 
Greek s and the  Romans . Most of our present­
day att i tudes can be traced d i rect ly to one 
or other of the three ' . Th i s  seems a prom i s ­
i ng start to t h e  process  o f  sett i ng reports 
of psych i c  phenomena i nto the i r  h i stor i ca l ,  
re l i g i ou s  and soc i a l  context s .  A l a s ,  there 
i s  no fo l l ow-up to th i s  u sefu l i dea . A l l we 
get , c hapter after chapter , i s  credu l i ty ,  
credu l i ty a n d  yet more credu l i ty . 

The author rev i ews h i stor i c a l reports 
of paranorma l event s ,  espec i a l ly those att­
r i buted to var i ou s  sa i nt s , such a s  Franc i s  
o f  As s i s i , Teresa o f  Av i l a and  Joseph of 
Copert i no .  Of such reports he  adm i t s  that 
most of them can be d i smi s sed a s  p i ou s  
myt h s ,  a s  many o f  them were n o t  wr i tten 
down unt i l l ong after the a l l eged occurr­
ences . However , he  i n s i sts t h at a few of 
the accounts  cannot eas i ly be d i smi s sed . 

Obv i ou s l y ,  t here i s  genera l ly not 
much po i nt i n  argu i ng over th i ngs  wh i c h  are 
supposed to have happened h undreds of years 
ago and Randa l l  r i gh t ly devotes much of the 
book to the per i od s i nce the beg i nn i ng of 
ser i ou s  attempts to i nvest i gate reports of 

paranorma l phenomena u s i ng sc i ent i f i c  
methods . 

Unfortunate ly h i s  account of recent 
research i s  hard ly unb i ased . I nvest i gators 
who return negat i ve verd i c t s  on a l l eged 
paranorma l feats  are accu sed of unfa i rness  
or ' d i rty t r i ck s ' . Some of these scep t i c s  
a r e  dea l t  w i th b y  n o t  ment i on i ng the� a t  
a l l !  John T ay l or i s  ment i oned a n d  noted a s  
endors i ng I J r i  Ge l l er ' s paranorma l met a l ­
bend i ng a s  genu i ne .  Ye s ,  but d i dn ' t  Tay l or 
l ater chan�e h i s  mi nd? How does Randa l l  
dea l w i t h t h i s? He doesn ' t ! Tay l or ' s l ater 
book , Sc i ence and the Supernatura l ( Granada , 
1 980 ) is not ment i oned . I n  the  Preface to 
t h i s  book Tay l or wr i tes that ' . . .  error and 
dec e i t  became more and more re l evant for me 
in understand i ng the  supernatura l a s  my 
work proceeded ' .  

There are qu i te a few other cur i ou s  
om i s s i ons  a l ong t h e s e  l i ne s  a n d  they greatly  
detract from the usefu l ne s s  of th i s  book a s  
a ser i ou s  rev i ew o f  a pparent ly paranorma l 
phenomena and the i n vest i gat i on of them .  

T h e  f i na l  chapters , o n  non-(uc l i dean 
geometr i e s  l the fourth d i men s i on and a l l  
that \ and quantum theory d i sc u s s  a number of 
points  wh i c h  are of i nterest to ph i l osophers 
but they do not appear to po i nt to any new 
pract i ca l  methods for i nvest i gat i ng the  
' paranorma 1 '  . 

- JH 


