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Our fifteenth anniversary of publicat-. · 
i on seemed to rather creep up on us un- . 
awares , and it was only a casual re�ark 1n 
a phone call from Peter Rogerson wh1ch 
called the matter to my notice. Even so , 
some sort of comment seems called for. 

I rather feel that UFO. magazines, like 
cats should have their birthdays multi­
plyed b,y some factor to give their age in 
human terms. Probably them, MAGONIA as a 
magazine is about as old as the venerable 
trio on our cover. (Perhaps I should break 
off here for the benefit of our overseas 
readers , and explain that our cover picture 
depicts - from left to right - the wooly­
hatted Compo Simonite , 'Foggy' Dewhurst, 
and retired lino-salesman Norman Clegg, 
chief protagonists of the wonderful BBC 
TV series 'Last of the Summer Wine') 

In !act, and if I am not factual I 
am sure one of our readers will soon 
correct me, MAGONIA is now ?ne of the �hree 
oldest UFO journals in cont1nuous publ1c­
ation in Britain. If so, this is a very 
alarming situation. It means that we are 
in dar�er of becoming part of the UFO 
Establishment - a vague and threatening 
entity we have long campaigned against. 
'!he frightening thought occurs that MAGONIA 
may be becoming respectable. 

This is a view �hich seems to be 
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underlined b,y some of the correspondence 
which we get from readers and enquirers. 
Some people imagine that this flimsy tract 
is published b,y a giant corporation with 
plush offices on New Malden's fashionable 
Alric Avenue. We get references to 'your, 
archives', 'your subscription depa+tment 
or even 'your staff', This l.a.!:!t causes 
much, I think quite unwarranted, merri-

. 
ment amongst other members of the IOO.i t­
orial Panel at our meetings in our .. . . . . 
luxurious offices in the sa�oon bar of the 
the Red cow: 

So, is the Establishment closing in? 
Are we just another cog in the �elf­
perpetuatitig UFO bureaucracy? Are we in 
the line !or an MBE? 

Maybe, maybe not. But we can take 
heart from the three gents on our cover. 
so long as there's some mischief they 
can get into between drawing �eir 
pensions from thePost Office, they'll be 
there. No Establishment will claim them1 
nothing will make them (especially Compo) 
even remotely respectable : . 

So maybe there .!!, hope, even for a 
fifteen year old UFO magazine. And if you 
should think we are getting a bit ll&Bt it, 
and we are getting rather pompous, just 
drop us a line. 

Just say 'Foggy Dewhurst'! 
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CONFESSIONS OF A 
FORTEAN SCEPTIC 

Jerome Clark 

The nadir of my career as a Fortean was 
reached in 1973 when I was researching and 
writing an artic l e  which subsequent ly app­
eared in Fate .  The artic l e  was l ater incor­
porated inro-the text of The Unidentified1 a 
book co- authored by Loren Co leman ,  who 1s 
otherwise b l ame less  in the horror story to 
fo l l ow .  

Years before then , back when I was 1 1  
or 12 years o l d ,  I was rummaging through 
the library of the sma l l  Minnesota town 
where I grew up. I came upon a book en­
tit l ed The CominV of the Fairies by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doy e:- Ifdealt with a series 
of photographs taken by two young Eng lish 
gir l s  who c l aimed that they regu larly  en­
countered fairies in a wooded area near 
their Cottin g l ey ,  Yorkshire , home .  In due 
course they produced pictures of these 
beings .  The picture s ,  which appear in Doy l e ' s  
book, struck me a s  hil arious ly unconvincing.  
The ' fairies ' resemb led nothing so much as 
cardboard cutouts .  

Many years l ater I read Jacques 
V a l l ee ' .s Passport to Ma�onia and was taken 
with his attempt to- 1 1 n  traditiona l  fairy 
l ore to modern f lying saucer l ore . I began 
reading in the considerab l e  scholar ly lit­
erature on fairy beliefs . In  one of these 
book$, Katharine Briggs ' The Fairies 1D 
Tradition and Literature , I came upon a 
br1ef account of the Cotting l ey episode , 
about which Dr Briggs,  one of Britain ' s  
l eading fo lkloris t s ,  wrote :  ' As one l ooks at 
these photographs , · every fee ling revolts  
against be lieving them to be genuin�· . Yet , 
noting some of the unexp l ained aspects of 
the affair , she went on guardedly to suggest 
that the pictures might be psychic photo­
graph s .  

She was troub led by a f ew  odd items of 
evidence , such as the testimony of three 
photographic experts who said they didn't 
know how the pictures cou l d  have been faked . 

I ntrigued , I reread Doy l e ' s book and 
two others on the subject . I was impressed 
not so much by the testimony of the photo­
graphic experts a s  by the demonstrated in­
ability of wou l d-be debunkers to come up 
with p l ausib l e ,  non-extraordinary exp l ana­
tion s .  Typica l of the b l unders was Houdini's 
bo l d  a ssertion that the mode l s  for the fairy 
figures came from a certain advertising 
poster . This a l l egation was wide ly pub­
lished and uncritica l ly accepted .  But 
eventua l ly ,  when investigators l ocated cop­
ies of the poster in question ,  they found 
that the ' fairies ' depicted on it l ooked 
not at a l l  like those in the Cotting l ey 
pictures . 

I was a l so interested to read that as 
l ate as the ear ly 1970s , over 50 years 
after the events in question , the two 
photographers ,  both now e l derly women ,  
seemed t o  stand b y  their ear lier testimony. 

So , fo l l owing Briggs ' l ead , I cast a l l  
caution t o  the wind . I was a t  l east wise 
enough to concede t hat the Cotting ley fair­
ies didn ' t  ' l ook ' rea l but dismissed that 
as a subjective consideration . To me the 
absence of convincing negative evidence , 
coup led with the presence of positive evi­
dence (however thin ) , added up to the con­
c l usion that these might be authentic 
' thoughtographs '  much l ike those Ted Serios 
_is said to produce . 

To this day I can ' t  be lieve how stupid 
and how credu lous I was .  

A s  we know now beyond a ny reasonab l e  
doubt , t h e  Cotting l ey pictures a r e  c l umsy 



and absurd fakes . I n  h{s 1978 book Ghosts 
!D Photolraph s Fred Gett i ngs revea l s  that 
the mod� s from the fi gures came from a pop­
u l ar ch1 l dren's book of the per i od .  Photo­
ana lys i s  by Wi l l i am Spau l d i ng ' s  Ground 
Saucer Watch has shown that , yes i ndeed,  
the f i gures are of cardboard , just as my 11-
year- o l d  eye had to ld  me many years ago. 

Robert Sheaffer , in h i s  effort to debunk 
the story , contr ibuted to the gra nd tradit­
i on of mi s l ead i ng nonsense by c l a imi ng, on 
the bas i s  of the t h i nnest pos s i b l e  c ircum­
stant i a l  evi dence , that Theosoph ica l  wr i ter 
Edward Gardner was the mastermind beh i nd the 
hoax - an as sert i on that qu i ck ly fel l v i ctim 
to Occam ' s Razor , but not before prov i ng 
once aga i n  that the Cott i ng l ey affa ir cou ld  
as eas i ly make foo l s  of  d i sbe l ievers as of 
be l i evers . 

I n  their recent book s ,  non-admi rers of 
m i ne l i ke  Sheaffer and Mart i n  Gardner have 
resurrected my foo l i s h remarks on these non­
fa iry/ non-thoughtograph pi ctures in an effort 
to d i scred i t  me . Sheaffer even c l a ims that 
he , as the man who comm i s s i oned Spau l d i ng to 
ana lyse the pi ctures i n  1977, 'forced ' me to 
re l i nau i sh my support . He doe sn ' t  ment i on 
t�at , to the contrary, I accepted th i s  
f1rst tru ly sol i d  negat i ve ev i dence w i th 
a l most unseemly haste , i n  part because I � ike  to th i nk I am i nte l l ectua l ly honest and 
1n part because on some l eve l - spec i f i ca l ly 
the l evel  of my psyche at which  the embers 
of common sense st i l l  g l owed ,  however fa i nt-
1� - I had l�ng su spected that i n  tak i ng the. 
p1ctur�s ser1ous ly I was mak i ng a very , very 
dumb m1stak e .  

Another mi stake w a s  i n  assumi ng the 
exi stence of ' thoughtographs ' ,  the ev i dence 
for wh i ch is shaky at best . In other word s ,  
I h a d  attempted t o  exp l a i n  a dub i ous c l aim  
w ith  another dub i ous c l a im .  Rea l i z i ng be­
l ated ly  that I was l ost deep in a j ung l e  of 
Fortean unrea l i ty ,  I dec i ded that it was 
h i gh t ime to cut and s l ash my way through 
the under�r�wth and return to safety, san i ty 
and scept1c1sm. At the end of my harrow i ng 
adventure my hair  wa s wh i ter but my head was 
c l earer . 

The mora l of the story i s  th i s: 
! l )  There i s  someth i ng to be sa i d  for 

conmon sense . 
12) Just because the debunkers are 

wrong ,  it doesn ' t  necessari ly fo l l ow that 
therefore the proponent s are ri ght . 

(3 ) The t i me had come for th i s  pro­
ponent to do some ser i ous reth i nk i ng of h i s  
pos i t i o n .  

There i s  a wonderfu l p i ece of. verse by 
Sp iritua l i st poet E l l a Whee l er Wi l cox . I t s 
t i t l e  i s  ' credu l i ty '  and i t  goe s :  
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I f  fa l l ac ies  come k nock i ng at my door 
I ' d  rather feed and shel ter fu l l  a score 
Than h i de beh i nd the b l ack portc u l l i s 

Doubt 
And run the r i sk of barr i ng one Truth 

out . 
And i f  pretens i on for a t i me  dece i ve 
And prove me one too ready to be l ieve 
Far l ess my shame , than if by stubborn 

act 
I brand as l i e ,  some great colossal  

Fact . 

That sounds to me l i ke  a prescri pt i on 
for the k i nd of ' open-mi ndednes s '  that 
permits  the bra i n s to fa l l  out of one ' s 
head . Rut i t  i s  an apt descr i pt i on of a ment­
a l i ty we encounter a l l  too frequent ly  on 
th i s  s i de of the paranorma l controversy . 
I t ' s the Wi l l  to Be l i eve coup l ed w i t h  the 
Refusa l to Di sbe l i eve . It is the mi ndset 
that is scept i c a l  only  of c l a ims of fraud or 
error. 

To ach i eve i t ,  one starts w ith  the l ove 
of mystery. There ' s noth i ng wrong w i th that 
i n  and of i t se l f .  The prob l em i s  that some 
of u s ,  even after a l l  th i s  t ime , even after 
we have no excuse for not k now i ng better , 
seem more i nterested i n  purs u i ng myster i es 
than i n  secur i ng answers . To some ,  myst i f­
i cat i on i s  the beg i n n i ng and end of paranor­
ma l i nq u i ry .  Mysteries  are to be preserved 
and defended at a l l  costs . And that may be 
why , after a l l th i s  t ime , a l l  we have to 
show for our efforts are a seemi ng ly un­
end i ng number of unanswered quest i ons and a 
certa i n  grotesque sat i sfact i on i n  dec l ar i n g ,  
as o n e  o f  t h e  l i terature ' s endur i ng c l i ches 
goe s ,  that such-and- such a mystery rema i ns 
unsol ved - proc l a i me d ,  i nc i denta l ly ,  as an 
expres s i on of tri umph , not as an adm i s s i on 
of defeat . 

I s uggest we take a fundamenta l ly 
d i fferent v i ew .  I f  we are to make any pro­
gress in our i nquiry ,  we wou l d  be better off 
ce lebrat i ng the s o l u t i on s  of mysteri e s  
rather t h a n  t h e  perpetuat i on o f  myster i e s .  

Charl es Fort h i mse l f  w a s  l ess a l over 
of mysteri es than an eccentri c  w i t h  a per­
verse taste for the k i nd of pompous h umbug 
as soc i ated w i th author i ty f i g ures who fee l 
they must  account for u naccountab l e  phenom­
ena about wh i ch they not only k now l i t t l e  
b u t  apparent ly  prefer to k now l i t t l e .  The 
resu l t i ng ' exp l anat1ons '  are pred i ctab ly  
preposterous and  i t  is  not  hard to conc l ude 
that the exp l a i ners suffer from a case of 
anoma ly phob i a  suff i c i ent ly  advanced to 
severe ly impa i r  the i r  reason i ng facu l t i e s .  

Anoma ly phob i a ,  o f  course , cont i nues 
to c l a i m  its v i ct i ms .  We a l l remember how 
the A i r  Force dea l t  w i th UFOs - i dent i fy i ng 
them, for examp l e ,  as astronom i ca l  bod ies  
not  even  ��s i b l e  a t  t h e  t ime o��h� r���d 

s i ght i ng .  We have a l l  seen the i nept cri t i c­
i sms of ps i ,  lak e-monster reports and other 
anoma l ous c l a ims . We have l i stened i ncredu l ­
ous ly to sel f-appoi nted protectors o f  t h e  
pub l i c  we l fare w h o  as sert , apparent ly w i th 
stra i ght faces ,  that acceptance of unex­
p l a i ned phenomena i s  not on ly wrong but 
dangerou s ,  perhaps even conduc i ve to the 
col l apse of c i v i l i zat ion . Some of us have 
exposed the errors and base l ess c l a ims of 
the debunkers and recent ly we have seen 
scanda l ous reve l at i ons about the way these 
wou l d- be defenders of sci ence and reason 
dea l w i th ev i dence that runs contrary to 
the i r  be l i efs . 

Read i ng Fort and trac i ng a l l that has 
happened s i nce h i s  t ime , a number of para­
norma l proponents seem to have conc l uded 
that because some mundane exp l anat ions are 
bogu� , most or � are bogus .  I n  ufo l ogy ,  
for 1nstance , the standard l i ne has i t  that 
�0 to 95 pe� cent of �aw reports are potent­
la l ly exp l a1nab l e ;  st1 l l ,  to some in the 
f i e l d ,  just about any spec i f i c  raw report of 
an object in the sky is of a UFO . Some 
enth u s i asts st i l l  be l i eve that J i mmy Carter 
saw a UFO , not the p l anet Venus , and that 
many of our astronauts encountered UFOs i n  
space . 

More Forteans than we m i ght care to 
admit  st i l l  con s i der the Bermuda Tri ang l e  a 
genu i ne mystery , desp i te Larry Kusche ' s  
masterfu l expose i n  the Bermuda Tri angl e 
M�sgery So l ved . I n  fact , the Tri angle , a l ong 
w1t 1ts s 1 mi l ar l y  f i ct i t i ou s  counterpart s ,  
t h e  ' v i l e vort i ces ' o f  t h e  wor l d ,  st i l l  

1 occup ies  a promi nent p l ace i n  the fert i l e 
imag i nat i ons of a few theor i sts . The a l l eged 
powers of Uri Ge l l er and other meta l - bend i ng 
wonder-workers are b l i thely assumed to be 
rea l and i ncorporated i nto extraord i nary 
exp l anat i on scheme s ,  even though the on ly 
t h i ng about meta l bend i ng that has ever been 
estab l i s hed w i th unden i ab l e  certa i nty i s  
that fraud f i gures l arge ly i n  the phenomenon . 
And our rank s are i nfested w i th gu i l e l ess  
sou l s  who st i l l  l ook to the  nove l s  of Car l os 
C�staneda as s upport for their  metaphys i c a l  
v1ews . A l l th i ngs are pos s i b l e  i n  a separate 
rea l i ty ,  we are t o l d ,  but we are not warned 
that a l l th i ng s  are pos s i b l e  as we l l  i n  
C l oud Cuckoo l and . 

. Those who w i s h  to return to earth mi ght 
cons1der some ways of gett i ng back . Here are 

. a few : 
· (1) Don ' t  assume that the hxperts are 

a lways fo�Sclentlsts"and'Ot er scholars 
are not 1nfa l l i b l e ,  it need hard ly be sa i d .  
Th�y

.
are human be i ngs and they have human 

fa1 l 1 ng s ,  prej ud i ces and b l i ndnesses . But 
at the same t ime we must a lways remember 
that a s.spec i a l i sts  who have devoted the i r  
pro�es s1ona l careers t o  t h e i r  spec i a l  areas 
of 1nterest they are l ik e l y  to know far more 
than you do about these subjects . I f  you take 
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i s sue w i th them,  chances are they are r iQht 
and you are wrong .  It is even pos s i b l e  
that you are a crank . 

On the other hand , i f  a sc ient i st pro­
nounces on someth i ng outside h i s  area o� 
experi: i se ,  then he i sanamateur anc �e 1as 
no greater c l a i m  on the truth than any 
other untra i ned commentator . When an em i n­
ent astronomer presume s to te l l  us what to 
th i nk about UFOs ,  it i s  often immed i ate ly 
apparent to anyone who k nows the l i terature 
that the man i s  ta l k i ng through h i s  hat . 
When ,  however,  that same astronomer ta lks  
astronomy, better l i sten . And  i f  you don ' t  
agree w i th h im,  proceed � caut i ous ly.  

(2) Don ' t  bel i eve every stor� � hear . 
Some m�nth s ago my w1fe was babys1tt1ng-rDr 
a marr1ed coup l e  of our acqua i ntance . The 
man was an off i cer i n  the Army reserve 
ho l d i ng a h i gh secur i ty c l earance wh i ch 
rendered h im pri vy to var i ou s  mi l i tary and 
i nte l l i gence secret s .  He worked as a research 
scient i st at a major uni vers i ty .  

He regu larly conf i ded some o f  these 
secrets to h i s  w i fe ,  who t hen conf i ded them 
to my w i fe ,  who then told  t hem to me . Beyond 
reca l l i ng that a l l  these presumed secrets 
were sensat i onal  in nature , I have forgotten 
most of them.  Of those I remember,  one -
re l ated i n  the m i dst of the Iran i a n  hostage 
cri s i s  - was that our government k new that 
the Iran i a n  mi l i tants had executed severa l 
of their Ameri can capt i ves . My i nformant 
a l so sa i d  that on a part i cu l ar date the 
Un i ted States wou l d  i nvade I ran . You get the 
i dea . 

I never be l i eved any of th i s ,  need l es s  
to say ,  b u t  I cou l dn ' t  res i st t h e  temptat i on 
to ask h im - tongue f i rmly embedded i n  cheek 
- i f ,  as a man we l l - versed in h i dden truths 
he knew i f  there were any substance to thos� 
stor i es about crashed saucers and p i ck l ed 
a l iens purported to be i n  the Pentagon's 
posse s s i o n .  He i mmed i ate ly assumed a stern 
off i c i a l - l ook i ng expres s i on and dec l ared that 
that was someth i ng he cou l d n ' t  ta lk  about . 
Not l ong afterwards ,  however , he added that 
the trut h ,  if h e  were to conf i de i t ,  wou l d  
sh�ck me . On two o r  three s ubsequent occ­
aslon s he brought up the subject and l et i t  
b e  k nown that i f  I pres sed h i m  a t  a l l ,  h e  
wou l d  te l l  me t h e  who l e  story . For obv i ous 
reasons I never bothered . 

I ment i on th i s  as a caut i onary ta l e .  
Remember , t h e  man h a s  i mpeccab l e  credent i a l s .  
H e  i s  a mi l i tary offi cer ; h e  does have a 
h i g�secur i ty c l earance ; and �s a re­
search scient i st at a maj or u n i vers i ty .  And 
he is a l so ,  it is c l ear, a s p i nner of yarn s .  
Next t i me you read a story about a crashed 
saucer to l d  by a man w i th s i mi l arly  impres­
s i ve credent i a l s ,  remember h i m.  

In  fact , there is  a who l e  branch of 
modern fo l k l ore wa i t i ng to be se i zed uoon 



and cata l ogued by scho lars of popu l ar cu l ­
ture . These are what I cal l ' So l d i er ' s 
Ta l e s ,  or , the Horrendous Secrets I Learned 
in the Serv i ce' . We ufo l og i sts hear them a l l  
the t ime. A few even purport to be f i r sthand 
account s descr i b i ng i nvo l vement in retr iev­
als  of  cra shed spaces h i p s ,  the  tak i ng of 
spectacu l ar UFO f i lms , the w i t ness i ng of a 
fata l encounter between an aerop lane and a 
UFO , and so on . Such stor i e s - or at l east 
those w i th enough spec i f i c  deta i l  to permit 
fo l l ow-up i nvest i gat i on - se l dom check out . 

I can only  specu late on the mot i ves of 
the yarn-spi nner s ,  but i t's not unreasonab l e  
t o  theor i ze t h a t  for many peop le t h e  most 
important per i od i n  the i r  l i ves was the t i me 
they spent i n  the mi l i tary,  when i n  fact 
some may we l l  have been pr i vy to secret i n­
format i on .  A l l  human i nst i tut i ons , i nc l ud i ng 
i nte l l i gence agenc i e s ,  have rumour mi l l s 
through wh i ch stor ies  may c i rc u l ate . The 
env i ronment i n  wh i ch such fanta s i e s are re­
l ated may g i ve them a fa l se author i ty .  Those 
i nd i v i dua l s  who pass i nto c i v i l i an l i fe may 
repeat the rumours i n  good faith .  Other per­
son s ,  not act i ng in good fa i th ,  may s i mp ly 
p l ace themse l ves i n s i de the rumours to im­
press g i r l  fri ends , w i ves and acqua i ntance s .  

(3 ) Don ' t� emot i ona l l y i nvo l ved. 
I have a lways been amazed at the tenac1ty 
with  wh i ch some peop le h o l d  to favour i te 
be l i efs and the rat i ona l i zat i on s  to which  
they w i l l  resort when  these  be l i efs are 
threatened . 
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I remember read i ng an exchange i n  a 
Fortean journa l between a c r i t i c  of the 
Bermuda Tr i ang l e  and a promi nent promoter of 
same . The cr i t i c  out l i ned some qu i te spec­
i f i c  reasons for d i sbe l i ev i ng anyth i ng part­
i cu l ar ly myster i ous is go i ng on in that 
fab l ed reg i o n .  The proponent responded by 
remark i ng that the cr i t i c  d i dn't know what he 
was ta l k i ng about because once , when the two 
were on a te lev i s i on show together , he had 
asked the proponent if the New Yorker were a 
newspaper! 

Apparently  th i s  argument made sense to 
the proponen t ,  but I can't imag i ne i ts mak i ng 
sense to anyone e l se .  I t  i s  an extreme exam­
p l e  of how emot i onal  commi tment to a pos i t i on 
or to a spec i f i c  c l a i m  can c l ose us to rat­
i on a l  argument and open us to i rrat i ona l de­
fen s i vene s s .  It can l ead us - and th i s ,  by 
the way , is as true of debunkers as of be l ­
i evers - t o  fee l that the truth i s  greater 
than the sum of its facts . 

I t  i s  easy to say that facts are a l l  
t hat matter . I t  i s  not a lways easy, however , 
to act on that know l edge . Th i s  i s  espec i a l ly 
true at a t ime when paranorma l and other 
anoma lous c l a ims are under attack by pro­
fes s i ona l debunkers who g l eefu l ly j ump on 
any mi stake proponents make (wh i l e of 
course refus i ng to acknowl edge the i r  own )  

a n d  d o  the i r  best t o  pa i nt these proponents 
as foo l s  who can't te l l  the d i fference be­
tween va l i d and i nva l i d data . The effect i s  
t o  force a proponent , i f  h e  i sn't sens i t i ve 
enough to know better, to assume a burden of 
i nfa l l i b i l i ty .  

Not l ong ago an ongoing controversy was 
set t l ed when a certa i n  i tem of i nformat i on 
came to l i ght . Th i s  new i nformat i on proved 
that the c l a i m  in quest i on wa s fa l l ac i ou s  
because i t  had been based on erroneous a s s ­
umpt i on s .  

T h e  controversy h a d  gone on for severa l 
year s ,  w i th debunkers on one s i de of the 
i s sue and a promi nent proponent on the other.  
The proponent - l et's ca l l  h im X - and h i s  
a l l ies  ski l fu l ly refuted the debunkers' 
argument s ,  most of wh ich  were demonstrab ly 
fa l se or  i rre l evant . But  f i na l ly an i ndepend­
ent researcher , Y ,  who had no part i c u l ar 
stake i n  the controversy, d i scovered d i s­
confirm i ng data wh i ch showed that , wh i l e 
the debunkers' arguments were m i staken ,  the i r  
conc l us i on - that t h e  c l a im w a s  unfounded -
was correct . The cr i t i c s ,  pred i ctab ly pass­
i ng over the i r  own error s ,  equa l ly pred i ct­
ably  chort l ed about the i r  'v i ctory' and had 
fun at X's expense . 

X's response was to cast a sper s i ons  on 
Y's mot i ves  and to mount an emot i ona l defence 
of the c l a i m  u s i ng post-hoc rat i ona l i zat i ons 
and shaky argument s .  When I ta l ked w i th h im 
about the controversy ,  X t a l ked l es s  about 
facts than about face - h i s  own in part i cu l ar 
and a l l anoma l i sts' i n  genera l - and about 
the use to wh i ch the debunkers were go i ng to 
put Y's i nformat i on .  He made it appear that 
the fate of a l l  anoma ly i nves t i gati on rested 
on the preservat i on of the c l a i m .  To h im i t  
seemed the f i nd i ng o f  facts had become d i s­
t i nct ly secondary to the scor i ng of po i nt s ,  
j ust as i t  a lways had t o  those debunki ng 
opponents whom he so l ong had cr i t i c i zed so 
e l oquent ly.  

Let's not be afraid  to adm i t  i t  when 
we're wron g .  And l et's not make the m i stake 
of gett i ng emot iona l ly i nvol ved w i th - or 
stak i ng our profess i onal  reputat i ons on - a 
part i cu l ar i dea or a part i c u l ar case . That 
doesn't mean that we aren't ent i t l ed to our 
opi n i on s  about the mer i t s  of var i ou s  c l a ims 
or that we shou l d  refra i n  from expres s i ng 
these op i n i on s  and c i t i ng our reasons for 
h o l d i ng them .  It j ust means that we ought to 
understand c l early that what we be l i eve and 
what is need not neces sar i ly bear a b l ood 
re l at i onsh i p .  

(4) Don't hes i tate t o  cr i t i c i ze .  
Throughout t h i s  art1cle r-have referred to 
our cr i t i cs the debunkers .  They ca l l  them­
s e l ves  'scept i cs', wh i ch they aren't , and I 
th i nk we ought to stop ca l l i ng them that , 
too .  Marce l l o Truz z i  def i nes  the d i fference 
between the scept i c  and the debubker as the 

d i fference between one who doubts and one 
who den ies . In the paranorma l f i e l d  there i s ,  
Fort knows , p l enty of room t o  doubt . 

Unfortunate ly we hear too much from the 
den i ers and too l i tt l e from the doubters .  We 
are not l i ke ly to get rat i ona l arguments 
from those who choose to def i ne the contro­
versy in apoca lypt i c  terms . Anyone who 
bel ieves , as some debunkers say they do, 
that c i v i l i z a t i on w i l l  col l apse i f  too many 
peop l e  be l i eve that B i gfoot exi sts is not 
l ike ly to concern h imse l f  w i th s uch sma l l  
matters a s  reasonab l e  argument s .  That i s  too 
bad for the rest of us because it means we 
have to l ook e l sewhere for the k i nd of good 
cr i t i ca l  rev i ew that anoma ly stud ies  urgent­
ly requ i re . *  

The true scept i cs ,  a t  l east those w i l l­
i ng to put i n  the t ime to fam i l i ar i ze them­
se l ves  w i t h  the l i terature , the i s sues and 
the persona l i t i e s ,  are a l l too few i n  
number . Most can b e  found i n  the pages of 
Truzz i ' s  superb j ourna l Zetet i c  Scho l ar** 
wh i ch I recommend to a l l-serTOUs anomal­
i sts . 

But i t  appears that the major part of 
the po l i c i ng of the f i e l d  w i l l  have to be 
done by us . To our cred i t  we have produced 
a surpr i s i ng body of cr i t i ca l  stud i es of 
var i ous c l a ims . B ut much , much  more i s  
needed . 

The more we learn , the more we see the 
neces s i ty for great care in  asses s i ng the 

'data: Some stor i e s  hold up under the m6st 
searching scrut i ny .  Others, inc l uding some 
we-hadn't expected (such as the 1897 UFO 
'ca l fnapp i ng' and the Barbados 'rest l e s s  
coff i ns') , col lapse and b l ow  away. We c a n  be 
certa i n  that more of the o l d  favour i tes  w i l l  
meet a l i ke fate . 

I urge each of you to p i ck a part i cu l ar 
case - one that everyone 'knows' to be true 
but that has  not been documented i n  our 
t ime - and fo l l ow it as far a s  it goe s .  I f  
you are ab l e  t o  substant i ate i t ,  great ; then 
we have a so l i d p i ece of ev i dence . I f  you 
d i sprove i t ,  that's great , too . Who needs a 
bogus mystery when we a l ready have far more 
rea l ones than we can poss i b ly dea l w i th? 

Let's not be afra i d  to cr i t i c i ze 
fr i ends and col l eagues - or even ourse l ves -

*This is not to say, I wish to emphasize, 
that the debunkers are always wrong or 

.that they have made no contribution what­
ever to serious research. Some of their 
work does withstand critical scrutiny. So, 
however, does some of the work of extreme 
believers. My point is that debunkers' and 
believers' claims must be approached with 
caution, with judgement reserved until all 
sides have been heard from. 

· -

**Department of Sociology, Eastern Michigan 
University, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197. 
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when they or we stray from the paths of 
common sense and caut i on .  A l ong the way some 
egos w i l l  get bru i sed , but i f  those you 
cr i t i c i ze - tactfu l ly ,  I hope - are as con­
cerned w i th fact- f i nd i ng as you are , they' 11 
get over i t .  We a l l  make mi stakes . The on ly 
unforg i vab l e  mi stake is the know i ng perpetu­
at i on of  error . 

( 5 ) � assume that ill myster i e s ,  
even t h e  genu1ne ones , have extraord1nary 
SOTUtTOns . Once , reflectTng on h1s involve­
ment w1th the mystery of the Loch Ness 
Monster , Roy Macka l remarked to me that he 
cou l d  never understand the res i stance of so 
many scient i sts to the i dea of Ness i e .  
After a l l ,  he s a i d ,  Ness i e  i s  a ' . . .  rather 
mundane sort of i dea . We a l ready have other 
l arger freshwater anima l s  such as the stur­
geon . . .  Sometimes I t h i nk it wou l d  be a lmost 
worth the game i f  the phenomenon at Loch Ness 
were a l l that earth s hak i ng .  But i t's not . I t  
v i o l ates n o  bas i c  l aw o f  zoo l ogy t o  suggest 
that there are l arge anima l s  in the l och' . 

Many of us have come to assume that we 
are dea l i ng w i th phenomena that border on the 
m i racu l ou s ,  phenomena that if understood 
proper ly wou l d  shake the s c i ent i f i c  estab­
l i shment to i ts very foundat i on s . That may 
be so in a l imi ted number of cases ,  but i n  
the great maj or i ty o f  cases I think i t's 
w i ser to conc l ude tha:t the �ar'fo�s mYster i es 

UFOs and poltergeists caused railway guard 
Stephen Dukes (26) to be ousted from his post 
as General Secretary· of the break-away Fed­
eration of Professional Railway Staff. Dukes, 
founder and secretary of a supernatural re­
search society, was accussed qy members of 
t�e Unions stee�ing committee of neglecting 
h�s duties and wasting his energies chasing 
poltergeists and alien beings, when he should 
be chasing up new members". Dukes refuses to 
accept the union committee's decision and 
claims that he was democratically ele�ted at 
the union's meeting in February. Speaking at 
his Birmingham home, surrounded qy models of 
ET, and books on psychic research he expla­
ined that his interest stemmed fr�m child­
hood, when his parents home was plagued qy a 
poltergeist. He admits& "I have to confess 
I �ind it more ·exciting than union work". 

' 

Un�on members, who say Dukes takes too long 
to reply to letters, accuse him of being a 
'phantom secretary'� . 

' ·-· 
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THE "EARTHLIGHTS" DEBATE 

FOR THE DEFENCE 
Dear. 'Magonia', 

TWo things strucK me abcu� Magonia 11: 
the review of my Earth Lights (EL,, natur­
aLLy enough , J suppose , and the c..:'nments in 
the editoriaL bemoaning the sr;ate o.f Brit­
ish ufoLogy. J hope I may be a L Lowed to 
respond to John Harney 's review o.f EL and 
use that to make a few comments on th� 
editoriaL's viewpoint. 

It is obvious that I'm biased in fav­
our. of rny book, but even aL Lowing for that 
it seems incredib Le that MP Har.ney couLd 
produce such a negative , jaded and dis­
missive review of it. 

In his .first paragraph he taLks of 
gaps : the gap is the UFO enigma itseLf. A L L  
books o n  the subject have been specuLative. 
What is important is whether. or. not that 
specuLation is constructive , Leading to 
new avenues of research and to fresh per­
spectives on the probLem, whether. such 
specuLation can be tested, and whether 
such specuLation can generate creative de­
bate, for it is that which stops ufoLogy 
(or. any fieLd of enquiry) .from becoming 
stagnant. EL fuLfiLs aLL those criteria, 
providing a stick to stir. the stagnant 
pond o.f ufoLogy when it is most needed. 

But does MP Harney appreciate that? 
Not a bit of it. He c LearLy was determined 
to remain bored. And it is the bored and 
dismissive MP Har.neys o.f ufoLogy that I 
suggest are one o.f the eLements contrib­
uting to its jaded state. 

EL does the fo L Lowing things: 
(a) Provides the most comprehensive 

roundup and aiscussion o.f the main UFO 
theories. The anaLysis of what Jung 
actuaLLy sai4 is the best in print. The 
damaging ETH is pLaced in perspective. I 
wouLd have thought Mr. Harney couLd have 
.forced a bit of appreciation out of him­
self .for. this· e.f.for.t at Least. 

(b) The nature of UFO study is pLaced 
into two haLves: the core phenomenon which 
is actuaLLy witnessed in the skies , and the 
mentaL 'shadow' UFO enigma (the visionary, 
psychoLogicaL and socioLogicaL aspects) 
which is , at point of origin, a separate 
thing entireLy. HandLes and Warr.ington 
started that vitaL spLit (which is necess­
ary if u.fo Logy is to progress any further. -
both areas of investigation are of 
interest but I suggest they are not the 
same thing: it's at Least worth arguing 
about and recording in a review). EL 
c Larified it. 

(c) It is suggested, not without con­
siderabLe evidence , that the core UFO phen­
omenon is somehow tectonicaL Ly produced. 
The history of that idea was expLored -
French 60s research,  some (poor) Spanish 
60s research , Devereux!York in the earLy­
mid ?Os , Persinger. in the Late ?Os and the 
recent Br.ady/persinger materiaL; MP Harney 
accuses me of being 'highLy' specuLative. ­
This is not so and is a misrepresentation 
of the work in the book; The theory is un­
foLded in severaL chapters , but primariLy 
in chapter. ? ,  aLmost Line for Line in step 
with case histories and eyewitness obser­
vation. It is c Lear that the theory best 
accommodates the facts. If MP Harney is 
simply going to yawn away any eyewitness 
materiaL Linked with a dynamic paradigm 
which can be tested, then from whence does 
he expect any -o:nBWer. to the UFO enigma to 
emerge ? Figure 23 in EL shows the most de­
taiLed and accurate UFO/tectonic correLation 
currentLy attempted anywhere in ufoLogicaL 
research. The correLation is observabLy sig­
nificant. How come a reviewer. of EL was 
unab Le to pass comment on that when he 
found room to spend his Longest paragraph 
discussing the reLativeLy unimportant vaLue 
of one photograph ? It's appaLLing reviewing 

if not s Loppy ufo!ogy. And why no comment 
on the curious 'coincidence' that Warminster. 
and CradLe Hi LL sit on the only two surface 
fauLts in the who Le region - a region that 
is tectonicaLLy stab L e ?  Anyone reading Mr 
Harney's review couLd be forgiven for. 
thinking that EL was a hotchpotch of pseudo­
scientific waffLing without any evidence , 
Let atone damned good evidence , being pre­
sented. I consider these omissions to be 
due to MP Harney either mere ly scanning the 
book or. stooping to deLiberate vandaLism of 
a theory he does not approve of. 

(d) The fourth contribution to current 
ufd!ogy made by EL , is that it presents two 
entireLy fresh ideas: (i) that the energy 
pockets produced tectonicaLLy are in such 
a sensitive state that they may be respon­
sive to human consciousness (which wouLd 
explain much) , and (ii) associated with (i ) ,  
that UFO 'entities' may be formed out of 
the 'UFO materiaL' itseLf, rather. than 
being occupants of a spacecraft; Now these 
two ideas are specuLative , far. more so than 
the aLmost-certain tectonic origin of the 
core phenomenon , but as they wouLd expLain 
so much of the UFO enigma, as we L L  as , 
unexpectedly, providing � dynamic new � 
£[ psychic research , they should be consid­
ered. - In the first place ,  I've seen it 
happen , so I know it CAN take pLace ,  and I 
put myseLf 'on the Line' with regard to that 
experience with a certa�n honesty and cou­
rage that MP Harney might have commented on; 
in the second pLace it may be a testabLe 
theory as I wiL L  expLain shortly (any para­
digm which handles the known data most 
effectively must be given serious consid­
eration by any serious investigator. in any 
field, a�er. a L L ,  quantum theory postulates 
unknown mechanics - at present at any rate -
and merely encodes certain effects ) ;  and in 
the third place EL presents eyewitness acc­
ounts of this 'geophysic process' occur­
ing. Mode Ls are important, even if they only 
exist to be superseded.- Without a paradigm , 
MP Harney, you are without a dime in the 
s lums of ufo'Logy. 

{e) EL presents evidence which couLd 
be interpreted as indicating that pre­
historic megalith builders in Britain and 
probably north-west Europe buiLt certain of 
their sites in regions prone to UFO incid­
ence. A modern example was given from 

. Australia. - It was shown there is a geoLog­
icat common denominator. in the British 
materiaL· If this interpretation is correct, 
then we may have anthropoLogicaL or archae­
ological avenues of expLoration in ufo Logy 
which might Lead us to fresh insights into 
the phenomenon. In the course of discussing 
these poss ibilities in EL I made a ·1 0-page 
reference to the Dragon Project (not reaLLy 
'brief' though admittedLy passing). One 
day, in a few years , there may be a book on 
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the Dragon Project, but now, in the middLe 
of ongoing research (we've onLy been at it 
5 years ) ,  wouLd not be the time to publish 
fuLLy about resuLts we cannot fu LLy inter­
pret. Would MP Harney not accuse us of 
being 'pseudo-scientific' if we did? More­
over. , it may be that the Dragon Project wi LL 
satisfy itseLf that there is no physicaL 
anomaLy at stone circ Le sites within the 
limitations of its equipment - even though 
that seems far from the case at the moment. 

So EL has made a useful contrib-
ution to ufo Logy. Many peopLe feet it was 
the most important book on ufo Logy pub­
Lished in Britain in 1982 - and some have 
been kinder. than that. - I would only go as 
far. as to say that it was worth more 
attention by Magonia in genera l (so intent 
on bemoaning the poor. state of British ufo­
Logy that it isn't able to sit up and take 
notice when something a bit positive does 
happen) and MP Harney in particular. --

In addition , I deepLy resent MP 
Harney's implication that EL was just an­
other. journaListic gee-whiz type o.f offer­
ing by some pseudo-scientific con man; It 
is a cLearly constructed, paradigm-generat­
ing book written by someone who has been an 
active UFO researcher for. 15 years and who 
had a passing interest in the subject for. 
up to 1 0  years before that. I have witness­
ed the phenomenon at .first hand, have inter­
viewed other. witnesses (of all types ) ,  have 
studied the key Literature (and much of the 
lesser. variety) ,  I have taken part in sky­
watches and the Like. - It is one aspect of 
my overal l  research which has kept me a 
part-time teacher. and therefore my funds 
Low: my life is literaL Ly dedicated to such 
work. I have been consciously working on EL 
for 8 to 1 0  years , and the first ,  skeLeton 
d:raft was written in 1 975. If I wanted just 
to dash off any oLd book on UFOs I assure MP 
Harney that I wouldn't have invested such 
time and research in it.- A lso,  the 'highLy 
speculative' and 'pseudo' references are a 
s lur on my col laborator, Paul McCartney, 
who is a trained geologist and chemist. 
Indeed, I brought him in , and shared my 
royalties with him ,  precisely so that the 
science would be as accurate as possibLe 
when deaLing with the subject of UFOs. MP 
Harney says I went 'beyond science' in some 
of the book. MP Harney , UFOs currentLy are 
beyond science , didn't you know? That's-­
what makes their study so worth while . . .  
they have the potential to move our under­
standing on a few more rungs. 

In his fourth paragraph Mr Harney says , 
in reference to the popuLation-corrected 
UFO distribution for England and WaLes pre­
sented in EL , that it is 'first necessary 
to make a selection from a L l  avai lable re­
ports' and that such a selection must be 
highly subjective. - Then what is one ever 



to do, Mr Harney? In any case, it simpLy 
isn't true; We presented a sampLe from 20 
years' UFO reports.- The onLy ones rejected 
were those marked on the report sheets by 
the investigators as being suspicious or 
Like Ly misidentification. A working fi L­
ter. I had no contPoL oveP the yeaPs se L­
ected - two years were seLected by a BUFORA 
officer and the othePs were seLected by 
Li.ft1mg brown cardboard boxes o.f.f sheLves 
at random as rapidLy as couLd be done in 
the two days we had avaiLabLe. The onLy 
conscious seLection was that we avoided 
the years 1977 and 1978 as these had been 
a LPeady seLected by Lawrence DaLe a.f 
BUFORA. There was no sub,iective seLection 
on my part, and the reports were being put 
to a use not suspected by anyone who had 
compiLed the Peports. It is therefoPe diff­
icuLt to see how subjectivity came into it. 
We aLso incLuded data from coherent Peports 
of EngLish or WeLsh 'wave zones', ones that 
had a beginning and end, as it were, and in 
which aLL  the known sightings had been rec­
orded. OnLy two such reports came to ouP 
notice, and we had no controL over where 
they wouLd be. We omitted the Warminster 
matePiaL as it was somewhat 'ragged', and 
hadn't had a defined end to the activity ­
or rather the repoPted activity - and we 
wePe we LL aware of the artefactuaL nature 
of much of the WaPminsteP materiaL. Mr 
Harney carefuLLy avoids saying anything 
about the Leicestershire materiaL, in 
which ALL known reports were pLotted on the 
Landscape. At approximateLy 1 30 repoPted 
cases over approximateLy BOO square miLes 
this remains the best event-to-area pre­
sentation of UFO incidence eveP attempted. 
If Mr Harney is not satisfied, then EL acta 
as a prod to him to get up out of his arm­
chair, off his supercilious backside, and to 
get down to a bit of work himse Lf. Another 
exampLe of EL's exceLLent effect. 

In his fifth paragraph Mr Harney re­
veaLs, inadvertentLy, that he has just 
skipped thPough EL. He says t�many of the 
reports given in detaiL in EL seem to be 
'somewhat simiLar to • • .  batL Lightning or St 
ELmo 's fire . .-.' BPavo, Mr Harney. CLap ctap. 
WeL L  done. What do you think EL was about? 
But in EL I go to some Lengths to expLain 
why I think UFOs are not kugeLbLitz, but why 
I think they beLong to-the same famiLy as it 
and other phenomena such as earthquake 

10 

Lights, mountain peak discharges and the Like. 
I attempt to show that there is a geophysicaL 
matrix from which coherent Light-phenomena 
� emerge, and I suggest that UFOs are one 
of these. I've never ever seen a reviewer-­
miss the point of what he was reviewing with 
such determination. 

EL was written as the resuLt of thin­
king by someone who has deepLy studied the 

UFO enigma and one who was deepty affected 
by witnessing it. It was not written spec­
ificaLLy to 'attract the attention of sci­
entists' as Mr Harney puts it in his s ixth 
paragraph. But there is much in EL which 
wouLd make such a bridge-buiLding more 
possib Le than hitherto. As for going 
'beyond scmence'.- • •  weH, so was putting a 
man on the Moon once . • .  so were pocket caL­
cuLators • . .  so was quantum physics • .-.etc. 
One of the probLems of British ufoLogy is 
its Lack of vision and courage • • .  exempti­
fied by Mr Harney. The unknown is not dis­
covered by c Linging soLeLy to the known. 
(But EL even attempts to show that new 
views of the known can be c:r>eated.-) And 
creativity is anpther sadLy Lacking quaLity 
of British ufoLogy. The turgid state of 
British ufo Logy mereLy refLects the turgid 
state of many British endeavours • • •  industry, 
po titics and so on.-

In his eighth paragraph Mr Harney seems 
to demonstrate that the most important 
matter in the book for him is the status of 
the photograph on page 98 of EL, apparentLy 
showing baL L  Lightning - it is his Longest 
paragraph . . Mr Harney thinks it is a fake. 
ActuaL Ly, Bob Rickard aLso thought I was 
'sticking my neck out' on this dne. FirstLy, 
I must exonerate my pubLishers in this res­
pect - it is my caption. And I said what I 
did because-off aLL  the purported baLL \ 
Lightning photos we studied for the book, $ 
this one most convinced me. If it is a fake, 
it is definiteLy not created in the way that 
Mr Harney (or Bob Rickard) maintain. I am a 
practising photographer so I know obvious 
fakery and this is not one of those. Just 
Look at the picture. It is suggested by Mr 
Harney that the photographer simpty moved 
his camera when photographing a street 
tight to create the tracer effect. That is 
!:!£! possibLe in this �.- The trace of -
tight occupies about thPee-quarters of the 
width of the picture. Yet the edges of houses 
etc., and the tights from a teLephone kiosk 
show quite cLearLy that the camera couLd not 
have been moved so witdty: the �ffsetting o.f 
their edges is minute compared to the span of 
the trace - there simpLy is no correLation. 
The bLurred edges o.f the houses etc. are 
quite in keeping with a hand-heLd camera on 
a stow shutter speed used (presumabLy) in a 
hurry to catch a .fLeeting event. Moreover, 
�tudy of the tr�ce reveaLs a spatiaL effect 
that couLd not have been created by simp Ly 
stashing the camera: the side view of the 
trace shows e Longated tines, yet it is c Lear 
that the tight source, whatever it was, 
turned in space and comes towards the camera 
in one case and away from it in another -
the-perspective on the trace is c Lear to see. 

This couLd onLy have been created if the 
tipht source was moving .freeLy in the air or 

i."f-the photographer was on some mechanicaL 
device that couLd push and puLL him rapidLy 
towards and away from the Light source. 
Further, if the street tight is on_, it is 
the onLy one on in the street. The tight 
occurring at the top �f the Lamp-post i L L­
uminates the houses behind ... there is no 
hint of other i L Lumination in the street 
(the photographer maintained that there had 
�een a power faiLure during the storm). And 
again, there is no doubt that a thunder­
storm was taking pLace when the photograph 
was taken, as on the originaL print there 
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are severaL Lightning traces in the sky . • .  
one is visibLe on the reproduced phot in EL 
- just above_the tamp-post! And there is 
nothing odd about baL L  Lightning being 
attracted·to a taL L, verticaL earthed ob­
ject standing freeLy, surety ? There are many 
cases of baH Lightning earthing themse Lves 
against chimney pots and spikes on roofs. 
FinaLLy, the picture in EL is shown the same 
way round as the originaL print. The photo 
couLd have been faked, but wouLd have requ­
ired doub·te exposure. Had the photographer 
gone-to that troubLe, I wouLd have thought 
that he'd have avoided 'earthing' his tight 
baLL on the tamp-post just to prevent the 
sort of careLess and i LL-informed criticism 
as that put forward by Mr Harney. In any 
case, the status of the photo does not affect 
the status of batt Lightning. 

It seems a pity to me that this reLativ­
e Ly unimportant feature o.f the book was sing­
Led out as the most important in Mr Harney's 
review. 

·!Jut in spite of Mr Harney 's jaundiced 
attitude, EL has aLready generated inter­
esting events. As a direct resuLt o.f the 
book's pubLication, the GAIA PROGRAMME has 
now been formed and witt invoLve u.foLogists 
(those that bother to get up out of their 
armchairs), earth mysteries researchers 
( incLuding trained geoLogists and archae­
o Logists) and psychic researchers. A most 
exciting grouping of minds. Gaia is going 
to attempt to set uP three eXPer1�ents: 

(a) To make a region-by-region 
anaLysis of the correLation (or otherwise) 
of the very best UFO reports and the LocaL, 
detaiLed geoLogy, to see if the tectonic 
connection continues to hoLd up. 

(b) To carry out certain experiments to 
attempt to determine the incidence of unex­
pLained aeriaL phenomena (Jenny RandLes' 
exceL Lent and sane term) in the vicinity of 
certain prehistoric sites, and 

(c)- To attempt to set up an expePiment 
to see if earth Lights produced by rock­
crushing experiments can have their behav­
iour 1:n any way affected by hU11lf2n observers. 

This Last wiH be an enormous Ly diffieu.­
Lt operation, and the very best PK subjects 
wiLL have to be invoLved. But even at this 

writing (January 1 983) pLans are weLL afoot. 
So, Mr Harney and �GONIA, that's the 

state o.f British ufo Logy • . .  onLy you were aLL  
too busy carping to notice. The tone o.f the 
EditoriaL seems to be pLacing the bLame eLse­
where : I think the ufo LogicaL maLaise is 
much c Loser to home, �GONIA. So what if the 
number of UFOs reported has dropped off? It 
may be due to disenchantment with UFOs by 
the generaL pubLic (though attendance at 
certain .fiLms doesn't seem to bear that out ) ,  
i t  ma y  b e  a sense o .f  wasting one's time on 
the part o.f researchers who have been toLd 
that the UFO is not an actuaL phenomenon but 
some sort o.f psychoLogicaL or socioLogicaL 
phenomenon. In which case the buck stops at 
MAGONIA's door more rightfuL Ly than any­
where e Lse. But it couLd be that there is 
reaL Ly a phenomenon that occurs in cyc Les o.f 
which '"e ar-e currentt1-1 ianorant. 

�fotogy has been bedevi L Led by two 
things: ( i) the dominance of the ETH which 
.for too tong rendered any other interpret­
aHon o.f the phenomenon to the shadows ; 
( ii) the reaction against this when mentaL 
and socio LogicaL .factors came to the .fore. 
This reached a pitch a .few years ago when 
aLmost att Leading UFO researchers were. 
intimating if not stating that there was no 
reaL UFO event, onLy a mentatlsocio Logicar­
one. The corrective swing went too .far. 

It seems to me that we reaLty do have 
to make the distinction that I mentioned 
earLier: there is a geophysicaL UFO event -
one with extraordinary and .far-reaching 
characteristics - and there is this 'shadow 
phenomenon', which 1:s_ the ef.fect o.f the 

phenomenon on peopte, and the generation 
o.f apparentLy simiLar archetypaL materiaL 1:n 
visionary and psychopathic ways - pLus the 
hoaxes and misperceptions (and missed peP­
ceptions). To treat· them aH as a job tot, as 
the same thing, must Lead to research errors. 
One aspect or

. 
the other wiLt be denied by any 

given researcher. In reaLity, I .feet there 
are two strands of u.foLogicat research ..._ the 
socio/retigio!psychotogicat epiphenomena, and 
the actuaL, time-space atmospheric event. 
They � not the � phenomena. Unte�s this 
distincHon is made, I .fear pPogress 1-n the 
subject wi Lt not be possibLe. 

And the sort o.f patronizing, dismissive 
attitudes shown by Mr Harney wi Lt hetp neither 
fieLd o.f ufotogicat endeavour. 

utHmatety, it may be that ufo Logists as 
a whoLe have painted themse Lves into various 
corners which prevents any sane across-the­
board understa;.,_ding o.f what it 1:s they are 
studying, their cornered perspectives being 
unabLe to encompass the view required. I am 
beginm:ng to suspect that u,fotogists may not 
be the peopLe to study u.fo togy, 1:f you see 
what I mean. Thank God - or. evoLution or 
whatever - for earth mysteries Pesearch, then. 
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Researchers in that area stand head and 
shoulders above the1:r u.foLopicaL and psychic 
researcher counterparts at the present t 1:me 
in commitment , perception and hea lthy debate . 
I t h1:nk it 's a question o.f having your .feet 
on the ground, roLLing up your s leeves and 
getting doum to a bit of work .  

FinaLLy,  with regard t o  Earth Liqht s ,  
I want to make it c lear that I am quite 
aware aLL  the variaus theor1:es stated with­
in it , or some of them, ma,!l be wrunp. I.f 
they are so proved, we L L ,  f?�ne . I 'm not 
after patenting the UFO d1' scovery , mer·e L11  
estab l?:sh1:ng .further understand1:ng of t he 
whole em:qma . That I have wr1'tten a buuk 
t hat can be tested is sure ly a step in t he 
right direction. A L L  I can say is that in 
th� Light of what is present ly knoum about 
UFOs , and in the Light o.f my oum experience 
and research , t he earth Lights theory hu ids 
up the best to the evidence . Net perfect ly -
but the best . To date .  Earth � 1:s not 
merely 'a book ' - it is the result of sane 
and soher enquiry. And Let 's  be a bit more 
qenerous , eh , MP Harne11 ? When was the Last 
time that a single book produced two entire­
Lu new concepts in u.fo logy, developed a 
s leepinq t heory so fu l ly and generated a 
mu lt ::d1'.sc1:pL?:nary researchProgramme ? Hmmm ? 

Dear John , 

Paul Devereux 
L laY!fy U in 

As .fascinating as it was to read Dr 
A 7.vin Lawson 's 'birth-trauma ' hypothesis o.f 
the origin of much of the imagery fami liar 
1:n UFO abduction and contactee experience ,  
I was Looking forward t o  its refutat ion . 
Ian Cresswe l l  raised some good objections , 
ending with the most pointed: name ly, how 
cou t-d a foetus know what itself Looked Uke . 
Very .few

· 
who have described ent ities wit h  

.foetal .features have been twins ( 1:n which 
case they ,iust m1'ght have observed their 
s1:blingJ . • .  and to postuLate that foetuses 
might astraL-project .for a se L.f-view wouLd 
be special pLeading in extremis .  

I wish I was better read i n  the spec­
iaList Uterature o.f body-1:mage research ,  
one o.f the obscurer branches of psychoLogy, 
but I believe that .foetus images are not 
that common . There are seLf-descriptions , 
gained .from hypnosis or ,from inte.rviewing 
one of mu LtipLe personaLit ies , which range 
.from idea Lized character types to t he geo­
metric forms of letters or PLatonic so Lids . 
And wha

·
t about

. 
the most .famous body-1:mage 

o f a L L ,  t he one hard-w1:red into our brains 
as the surface distribution of nerve-endings ? 
You 've a L L. seen it , I 'm sure - the Litt Le 
homuncuLus whose distorted proportions are 
re Lated to the amount o.f brain:._area pro­
cessing data .from those ar�as . The body is 
t ?:ny , with Large hands and .feet on sv1'ndLy 

Limbs; but the head is Large with huge eyes , 
nose,  Lips and tongue. Compare that wit h  the 
thin-lipped, no-nosed abductors .favoured 
by Lawson . 

But why go back to make weak connections 
with conjectured body-images at all?  I for 
one would Like to see a sound study o.f the 
effects on society o.f the images arising 
out of early sc1:ence .fiction, in which our 
.friend .from beyond .frequent ly threatened 
mankind in the form o.f a foetus-Like alien . 
Remember the Mekon and his UFO-Like ant i­
grav seat ? Remember t he ending of 2001 : 
Space Odyssey? And I certainly remember 
discussions 1:n '50s or ' 60s SF mags on the 
.future .form o.f the human race . The confident 
predicHon was that automation (etc . ) would 
render us all big-brained with small bodies 
and vestigial Limbs . 

I think Lawson has come up with an ex­
cit ?'.ng connection, but his conclusions are 
premature. It must be borne in mind that 
these descriptions of .foetal aliens and 
birth-Like associated imagery have been .ob­
tained by extraordinary means (hypnosis , 
drugs , ecstasy, de liria , etc . ) .  As many psy­
chologists know (as Lawson himself has dis­
covered) t he human mind has amazing powers 
of confabulat ion; just consider t he way in 
which dozens of images from a day in our 
Lives can be woven into an apparently mean­
ingfuL dream or nightmare that very night . 
We ' LL never get much understanding of the 
abductee enigma {f we underestimate the 
power and creativity of our unconscious 
mind. 

Joseph Chilton Pierce 's book The 
MagicaL ChiLd has much to say about aLLeged 
birth trauma , and I recommend a reading of 
it . The vast majority of births have very 
Utt le of a serious life-endangering nature 
go wrong with them, so t he birth trauma in 
question, as used by Grof, Lawson et a L . , 
are the ones we aLL share • • .  the stages o.f 
birth which are part o.f the normaL process 
o.f b1:rth .  From what Pierce says , (and I 'm no 
doctor) t he evolutionary process has prepared 
babies .for the experience , so that a normaL 
birth shouLd have very few psychoLogicaL 
consequences 1:.f any . This is beLieved by t he 
Continuum Concept people also; that a baby is 
bioLogicaLLy programmed .for t he admittedly 
dangerous transition from one matrix of Life 
to the next , and is there,fol'e pi'epared ( hard­
wil'ed, 1:n computer' s lang) to I'eact within 
quUe a .fail' margin o.f cil'cumstances . Bil'th 
is a high-anxiety pi'ocess , naturally, but 
t he anxiety has no focused object OI' visuaL 
imagel'y .  Besides , the baby is not a 'vict im ' 
of birth.  Hoi'monaLLy speaking, U is the baby 
who tr1:ggei's the onset o.f Labour , during 
which the baby is flooded with adrenalin and 
oxygen and is as high as a kite (mol'e imagel'y ?) 

Whatever' validity thel'e is in t he BT 
concept - and I do think t hel'e is some - it 
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shares the same set of problems as the anec­
dotes of encounter's , visions , asti'aL pi'ojec­
t 1:on , I'eincarnation , and ' life after' death ' .  
We would do better t o  seek out their' common 
pi'opei'ties , and work back fl'om thel'e . Even 
so,  thei'e is no guarantee that we wi LL 
I'ecognize the archetypaL expei'ience ,  OI' even 
articulate it . And should we succeed, t he 
wol'Ld being what it is , it wi LL always I'emain 
in contention. I, .fol' one , wi LL keep on Look­
ing though , and it is WOI'k Like that o.f 
Lawson which is giving me much food fol' 
thought curl'ent ly. 

IncidentaLLy, you wiLL I'eca L L ,  wit h  am­
usement , that Carl Sagan - a gladiator' of 
science who I'egularly gives t he thumbs-down 
to UFOs - inc ludes a chapter' on the BT Wol'k 
o.f GI'o.f in Br•oca '� BI'ain ( 'The Amniotic 
Univel'se ' J , in which he acknowledges the 
univei'saLity of BT-type imagel'y , pi'esent 
even in model'n cosmology, though he tends to 
I'egard it as Large ly symbolic I'athel' than 
Litei'a L .  

Sagan has a quote fl'om Francis Bacon: 
'It is as natUI'aL to a man to die as to be 

born; and to the Litt le infant , pei'r�ps , t he 
one is as painfuL as the other' ' .  To which we 
might add, 'ol' as painless as the other' ' .  As 
adults , Looking back on bil'th ,  we see pain , 
b lood, danger' and the disi'uption of an 
idyLLic existence. If t he Continuum people 
al'e right , a baby has few !'egrets and fewer' 
memol'ies of its pi'evious existence , the 
tl'ansition being naturaL ,  pi'ogrammed and the 
I'ight thing to do at t he t ime. In othei' ·woi'ds , 
the genel'al belief that babies suffer' a mass­
ive BT is itsel.f in contention (apart .fl'om 
those 1:nstances which depart fl'om t he natur­
a L Ly intended bil'th pi'ocess and sequence .  

But Lawson has pointed out t he similar­
ities in imagel'y used by those who I'ecaL L  BT 
and those by abductees . GI'of shows the common­
a lity o.f t he imagel'y in drug, near-death and 
ecstatic-vision expei'iences . Sagan Links BT 
to I'eligious and cosmoLogicaL symbo ls . If 
t he set o.f images we LabeL BT has its OI'igins 
in human bil'th tl'auma , we can test this with 
a study of those born by Caesarean sect ion. 
If t hey use BT, in hypnosis , ol' other' fol'ms 
of imaginative vision , then we have some 
ground .fol' seeking our archetypaL images 
e lsewhel'e. 

I was SOI'I'Y to see John Harney complete­
Ly miss t he point in his I'eview of Pau L  
Devel'eux 's  Earth Lights . The purpose of t he 
book, surely, was to set .fol'th t he evidence 
foi' t he hypothesis that cel'tain types of UFOs 
may have the1:I' oi'1:gin in geomagnet ic fields 
cl'eated by seismic stl'ess . He does t his ad­
mii'abLy, to the Limits of curl'ent I'esearch. 
The book should not be condemned simply 
because Devel'eux speculates that t hese same 
geomagnetic fields may influence the human 
neul'o-system, CI'eating the mol'e .fami lial' 
imaqes o.f enHHes o.f u.foLogicaL and I'e li(Jious 

expei'ience. In fairness , Paul pi'esents a 
pi'etty good case based both on scient if1:c 
I'esearch and dil'ect expei'ience . It would have 
been mol'e constl'uctive had Hal'ney devoted 
Less space to 'St Elmo 's fii'e ' and mol'e to 
elucidating the 'many conti'oVei'sia L matter's ' 
he acknowledges are in the book.  . The hypothesis is here to stay and, L�ke 
it OI' not , must be tested and discussed. 

John Harney aLso - I'e.fei's to an aL Leged 
baLL-Lightning photo , the same one I'epi'od­
uced (in colour) in my Photographs o.f the 
Unknown , page 41 . I I'eproduced it in the 
ol'ientation advised by FI'ank Lane , fl'om 
whom Maxwel l  Cade , Devel'eux and I aLL ob­
ta?:ned the picture. When quest1:oned, Lane 
told me he could not gual'antee U was a 
photo o.f baLL Lightning, and not a tl'1:ck 
o.f shuttel'-de lay/sodium vapour lipht pulse 
(as Harney thinks ) . A Lightm:ng stroke is 
v1:s1:bLe 1:n the distant background. A new 
book,  BaL L  Lightning and Bead L�:qhtning 
by James Barl'y (Plen�New Yol'k, 1 982) 
DI'ints a sadly detei'ioi'ated b lack-and­
white of it , but intel'estingly cUes a 
I'esearch study which 1:dent1:,f1:es it as an 
art1:,fact o.f t he camel'a and a street Lal1T!?. 

Bob R1:c kard 
London Efi 

John Harney will be replying to the points 
raised in these letters in the next issue 
of MAGONIA 

HE ' S  JUST DISCOVERED '!HAT THE BACK 
ISSUE OF MAGONIA HE WANTED IS OUT 
OF PRINT: 

--------------�----
MUFOB 12 and MAGONIA 10 ( the one with 
the important ' BT' article) are now out 
of print, and can only be supplied as 
photocopies at 75p. each . Other copies 
are in very short supply . Make sure you 
fill in the gaps in your collection as 
soon as possible Issues of MUFOB from 
n .  s .  8 , are 45P· each ; MAGONIA back 
numbers are 50p. Prices include surface 
post. 

�r�� 
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A CAUSE 
FOR CONCERN 

J o h n  Rimmer 

A major event occurred i n  Br i t i s h ufo­
l ogy when la st month the ed i torsh i p  of 
� Saucer Rev i ew changed for only the 
fourth t i me in i t s 28 -year h i st ory . One 
fee l s  a part i c u l ar sadness in record i ng 
that th i s  i s  due to the cont i nu i ng i l l ness 
of Char l e s Bowen . A l l  UFO re searchers in 
the UK and many throughout the wor ld  owe 
a great dea l to the hard work of th i s  ma n .  
I ndeed , t h i s very magaz i ne probably  owes 
i t s  cont i nued ex i stence to the fact that 
he w i se ly g u i ded me to the f l our i sh i ng 
MUFOB rather than the soon- to- dec l i ne 
MUFORG when I wrote to h i m in d i stant 
1 968 for a l oca l UFO contact on Merseys i de .  
I am sure that a l l  the readers o f  MAGON IA 
w i l l  join w j th me i n  w i sh i ng h im a speedy 
and comp l ete recovery . 

A change i n  the ed i torsh i p  of any 
magaz i ne ,  espec i a l l y one as we l l - estab l i shed 
and i nf l uent i a l  as FSR can provoke someth i ng 
of a cr i s i s .  I ndeed , there has been for some 
t ime an undercurrent of concern i n  the UFO 
commun i ty about the future of FSR . At f i r st 
th i s  was l arge ly conf i ned to the ques t i on 
of the l i ne of succe s s i on .  FSR , l i ke 
MAGON I A ,  has never pretended to be a demo­
crat i c  organizat i on . The stamp of the E d i tor 
and h i s  c l osest as soc i ates is paramount i n  
the sty l e  and content o f  the magaz i ne .  Th i s  
i s  a s  i t  shou l d  be . I n  a f i e l d  a s  open to 
theory , specu l at i on and i d l e  daydreami ng as 
ufo logy , it is important that readers 
shou l d  be ab le  to see c l ear ly j u st who i s  
doi ng the theor i z i ng ,  specu l at i ng or day­
dreami ng . Natura l ly therefore , a change i n  
edi torsh i p  wou l d  b e  l i kely t o  hera l d  a 
change i n  the character of the magaz i ne .  
T h i s  change now seems to be upon u s ,  as 
far as FSR is concerned , w i th the appear­
ance , from the Vol . 28, No. 2 i s sue of the 
rubr i c :  ' Ed i tor , Gordon Cre i ghton , MA , FRGS , 
FRAS ' . Th i s  at l east seems to be sett l e d .  

However , another cause for concern has 
been voiced in at l east one quarter . In h i s  
abstracts o f  journa l s  i n  Common Ground � s ,  
Kev i n  McC l ure commented : � not sure 
what to mak e of FSR these days . . .  I t  i s  
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becom i ng more i nternat i ona l i n  out l ook . . .  
Yet i t  seems to be sacr i f i c i ng a good dea l 
of object i v i ty as a pr i ce for th i s ' . He 
goes on to cr i t i c i ze two Br i t i sh report s as 
very weak i ndeed ,  and conc l udes : ' The 
present trend at FSR needs check i ng ;  can i t  
rea l ly b e  seen as t h e  best UFO journal  i n  
B r i ta i n? '  I n  CG 6 h e  returns t o  the subj ect : 
' Much agon i s i ng about the 1 954 BOAC s i ght­
i ng ,  as i f  i t  rea l ly matters now . . .  Maybe 
better t h i ngs are on the way ; they cert­
a i n ly need to be . . .  I t ' s  worth support i ng ,  
but d o  pres s  for a new out l ook , wh i l e sub­
scr i b i ng ' . 

So far Kev i n  seems to have been the 
only person to have gone i nto pr i nt w i th 
h i s  worr ies  about the future d i rect i on of 
FSR , but there have been mutter i ngs i n  
smoke-fi l l ed rooms from the ' Don ' t  quote 
me but . . .  ' e l ement .  I am sure th i s  caut i on 
was due to a gen u i ne rea l i zat i on of the 
d i ff i cu l t i e s  the Rev i ew ' s E d i tor was under­
go i ng .  But with the appoi ntment of a new 
�d i tor , and the appearance of the second 
i s sue under h i s  d i rect i on ,  a c l oser l ook at 
those trends wh i ch are d i sturb i ng some 
ufo l og i sts  i s  just i f i ed .  

The �l atest i�sue t o  hand ( Vo l . 28 , 
� o .  3 )  seems to be the culmi nat ion of a pro­
C!'!SS  wh." ell has. been h(\ppen-i-ng for.., some t tme . 
I �  d i sp l_a.vs an. a J m.9st.,. tot�l prepccupat i on 
w i th a v.ague. _.c;onspj.r_a

.
t.or f a .l app,..t:�.�Sh. t9� 

ufo l ogy, . _ve,n ' tl}!!, 1no�_' s rp l gtltf(}r.warcr · · ·  
sta��m n_t � ·· !ii 1 solteh <t 5n · ob.l_ t 9ue ,_. 1 o13;k -: 
and.,- oag�r, -... tE!t'ffi� w. fl · such'' phr��e s  a s  . .,the 
name· of thf"or�afti J6t i cin where·: r was emp 1 oy­
ed ' and'the' nature of my dut i es there are 
not matte�s that need to be . chron i c l ed 
here . . .  ' Q u 1 te so,  but then why ment i on 
t hem at a l l ? Or s uch s i n i ster ly s i g n i f i cant 
phrases as ' i n the summer of 1 958 . . .  wh i l e  
tak i ng my vacat i on i n  a country not far 
from Br i ta i n  . . .  ' Wou l d  it rea l ly be b l ow­
i ng a state secret if we were told that i t  
was France,  o r  Be l g i um,  o r  wherever? 
Hard ly,  but it wou l d  sound far l ess portent­
ous !  

Most o f  the art i c l es i n  th i s  l atest 
i s sue seem to be promot i ng a conspi racy 
t heory of ufo l ogy . One ask s ' Are UFO Reports 
Subject in Br i ta i n  to the D-Not i ce System 
and the Off i c i a l  Secrets Act? ' Th i s  tr i e s  to 
s uggest that the Government i s  tak i ng great 
pains  to suppress the d i ssem i nat i on and co l ­
l at i on o f  UFO report s .  A name l es s  i nformant 
i s  quoted at l ength , only to come to the 
conc l us i on that he cannot actua l ly remember 
whether or not a D-Not i ce was ever i s sued 
over a UFO report ! In fact it wou l d  be most 
remarkab l e  if some UFO reports were not 
s ubject to the Off i c i a l  Secrets Act ,-such 
i s  the scope of th i s  Act , espec i a l ly rep­
orts made by mi l i tary personne l or near 
mi l i tar.v i n sta l l a t i on s .  Bei nQ covered by 

the Off i c i a l  Secrets Act does not mean that 
a top i c  is part i cu l ar ly important , as FSR 
l and many other ufo l og i st s )  seems to t h i nk 
( i n fact the present wr i ter had to s i gn 
the Off i c i a l  Secret s Act when he worked i n  
a men i a l  capac i ty i n  a f i rm wh i ch pri nted 
Government forms ) .  
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The major art i c l e  i n  th i s  i s sue i s  the 
second part of Part One of the Second Status 
Report ( I  hope you ' ve got that) of Leonard 
Str i ngf i e l d ' s  ' UFO Crash-Retr i eva l Syndrome ' . 
T h i s  has  been commented on cr i t i ca l ly at 
l ength e l sewhere , so I sha l l  remark on ly 
that it is yet another co l l ect i on of un­
attr i buted stor i e s  of crashed UFOs and U S  
Government cover-ups , a n d  serves to cont­
i nue the theme of consp i racy-monger i ng .  

A n  art i c l e  headed ' An Ear ly  Br i t i sh 
Nava l S i gh t i n g '  s p i n s  out a story from the 
mid-fift ies  UFO j ourna l Uran u s ,  taken from 
an undated German newspaper Speyerer 
Tagb l at .  The or i g i na l  report seems t o  be 
now unobta i nab l e ,  but the E d i tor of FSR 
t h i nk s  that it sounds gen u i ne !  The re�ort 
appears to have been made by a non-ex 1 stent 
B r i t i sh nava l off i cer , and there is no 
reason to th i nk that it is a nyth i ng more 
than a hoax . A number of dub i ou s  stor i e s  
appeared i n  t h e  German pres s  i n  t h e  ear ly  
f i ft i e s ,  i nc l ud i ng the  Spi tzbergen hoax and 
the W iesbaden ' a l i e n ' . I t  is not c l ear why 
th i s  story has been resurrected at th i s  
t ime , except a s  a n  opportun i ty t o  reta i l  
rumours about Lord Mountbatten , myster i ous 
photographs on the desk s of ' very sen i or '  
nav a l  off i cers and oh - so-d i screet ment i ons 
of those in ' the very h i ghest l eve l s  amongst 
our nat i ona l l eaders who had expres sed such 
an i nterest and who consequently a l so re­
cei ved every i ss ue of FSR r i ght from the 
commencement ' . What a s p l end i d  guess i ng 
game we have here ! Church i l l ? Att l ee? 
Macmi l l an? . . .  or h i gher sti l l ? . • .  we 
bogg l e !  

B u t  there i s  o n e  spec i f i c  a l l egat i on 
of conspi racy wh i c h  I wou l d  l ike  to l ook 
at · i n  some depth . In a l ong ser i es of notes 
to a case-report w i th the sensat i ona l but 
unwarranted t i t l e  ' Burnt by a UFO ' s Laser 
Beam ' , Gordon Cre i ghton specu l ates on the 
Government ' s  att i t udes to ufo l ogy and ufo­
l og i st s .  He beg i n s :  

' The s igns are i ndeed that , as a recent 
TV programme ( presumably the ' hor i zon ' pro­
gramme - JR) has c l early  shown , an immense 
dr i ve is at present be i ng mounted in the 
USA , B r i ta i n ,  E urope , and USSR to st i f l e  
a l l c i v i l i an UFO research , t o  keep reports 
as much as poss i b l e  out of the med i a ,  and 
to encourage c i v i l i an UFO research and en­
quiry groups to w i ther away . ' 

OK , l et ' s h o l d  it r i ght there and con­
s i der th i s .  Where are these s i gns? In the 
Hor i zon programme? C l early? The Hor i zon 
treatment has been cr i t i c i zed as one- s i ded -

and there may be some just i f i cat i on i n  
that ch arge . But th i s  must b e  put aga i n st 
the numerous other programmes or sect i ons 
of programmes wh i ch have put forward an­
other po i nt of v i ew .  Short ly  after Hor i zon 
appeared , another TV show featured a number 
of notab l e  Br i t i sh ufo l og i sts  who put the i r  
cas: for a ser i ous treatment of ufol ogy i n  
the 1 r  own ,  very e l oquent , word s .  No,  I 
don ' t  th i nk we can see c l ear ev i dence for 
an ' immense dr i ve '  in one host i l e TV docu­
mentary .  So where is the ev i dence? I adm i t  
there are fewer med i a  reports of UFO 
events these days , but then I rather th i nk 
that there are fewer UFO events to be re­
ported . Most of the UFO press seems to 
agree . And how are the c i v i l i an UFO groups 
be i ng encouraged to w i ther away? I adm i t ,  
w e  are not gett i ng ma s s i ve grants from the 
Arts Counc i l  or the GL C ,  but then we never 
d i d .  I see no ev i dence of an ' immense dr i ve '  
here , e i ther . 

But l et Gordon Cre i ghton cont i nue , to 
perhaps the most remark ab l e  statement yet : 

' S imu l taneou s l y ,  the currents of pub­
l i c th i nk i ng are be i ng man i pu l ated . I t  i s  
we l l  worth wh i l e ,  for examp l e ,  t o  take a 
l ook and see what i s  happen i ng to the book s 
about UFOs on the s he l ves  of your l oc a l  
pub l i c l i brary , a n d  I hope t h a t  a great 
many readers w i l l  be good enough to do 
th i s  and l et me have wri tten reports on 
what they have found . I have a l ready 
watched th i s  s i tuat i on for a con s i derab l e  
t ime past , w i th s i g n i f i cant conc l u s i on s . '  
Of course , we are not to l d  the conc l u s i ons . 

Now th i s  remarka b l e  paragraph can on ly 
mean that some agency, governmenta l ,  quas i ­
governmenta l ,  o r  perhaps paranorma l ,  i s  
engaged o n  a campa i g n  t o  remove UFO book s 
from pub l i c l i brar ies  i n  an attempt to 
smother i nterest in the subject amongst 
the general  pub l i c .  Now,  I have a part i c­
u l ar i n s i ght i nto  the ways book s appear 
( and d i sappear ) on pub l i c  l i brary she l ve s .  
I a m  t h e  L i brar i an i n  charge o f  a l arge 
l i brary somewhere not a m i l l i on m i l e s  from 
London ( I  can be evas i ve too ! l and I am 
respons i b le for choos i ng wh ich  book s shou l d  
b e  added to that l i brary ' s she l ve s ,  and 
wh i ch . shou l d  be removed . Many peop l e  seem to 
th i nk that there is some sort of vague 
bureaucracy wh i ch makes these dec i s i ons , 
accord i ng to myster i ous prescr i pt i on s  of 
its  own . I n  fact the j ob of book se l ect i on 
i n  most pub l i c l i brar ies  i s  done by the 
L i brar i a n  in the branch or department con­
cerned , or someone respon s i b l e  for a group 
of branches in one area . T h i s  is a l most un i ­
versa l .  I f  you d o  not l i ke  the se l ect i on 
po l i cy of your l oca l l i brary ,  there i s  
near ly a lways someone near a t  hand you can 
speak to about it ( on ly don ' t  te l l  them I 
sent you )  w i thout hav i ng to send wr i tten 
reports to FSR . 



Neverthe less  I d i d  what Mr Cre i g hton 
asked . Two days before wr i t i ng th i s ,  I 
checked the she 1 ves of my 1 i bra r.'' · There 
were 18 UFO book s ( not coun t i ng some gen­
era l book s wh i c h i nc l uded chapters on UFO s )  
repre sent i ng 17 t i t l e s . T h e  one dup l i cate 
was Bouret t ' s  Crack in the U n i verse,  wh i c h  
happens t o  have-anl i nt rod uct i on b y  Gordon 
Cre i ghton . Th i s  of course i s  not count i ng 
any book s whi ch may have been out on l oa n . 
N ow I have no doubt that  th i s  wou l d  n o t  be 
repeated in  some other l i brar i e s . I am 
i nterested i n  the subject ; oerhaps  as a 
resu l t  of th i s  I am rather more i n c l i ned t o  
se l ect book s of th i s  type for my l i brary . 
I n  other l i brar i e s  the l i brar i a n w i l l  n u t  
sh are my i nterest , and reject UFO book s as 
a waste of h i s/ her prec i ous fund s .  You may 
f i nd ,  though , that other l i brar i e s  seem to 
be part icu lar l y  heav i l y stocked w i th book s 
on steam eng i ne s ,  need l ework or s tamp ­
col l ect i n g ,  ref l ect i ng the l i brar i an ' s own 
i nterests . Th i s  i s  probably not i dea l book ­
se l ect i on pract i ce as we were taught at 
co l l ege ,  but after a l l mo st l i brar i a n s  are 
human ! But whatever , there i s  no consp i racy 
here ! I t  goes w i thout say i ng t h a t  i n  twe nty 
years  of work i ng i n  l i brar i e s I have never 
been approached by s i n i ster agent s ,  M I B ,  or 
h i gh- rank i ng mi l i ta ry off i cers suggest i ng 
that  i t  wou l d  be i n  my own i ntere s t s  i f  I 
stopped s e l ect i ng UFO book s !  

Th i s  who l e  matter i s  a ma s s i ve red 
herr i ng ,  and it can be i n stant l y  thrown 
back . I f  Gordon Cre i ghton has reached s i g­
n i f i cant conc l u s i on s ,  l et h im say what they 
� re ,  and g i ve us  the ev i dence for them ,  
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rather t h a n  h i de beh i nd a smok escreen of 
obfuscat i on and base l e s s  rumour-monger i ng .  

Actua l ly ,  I have reached s i g n i f icant 
conc l u s i ons about-me apparent dearth of UFO 
book s in Mr Crei ghton ' s  l oca l l i brary. Mr 
Cre i ghton l i ves in Hertfordsh i re .  T h i s  
county, l i k e  many other parts o f  the 
country,  has suffered ser ious cuts in its  
fund i ng of  l oca l serv i ces . L i brar i e s  
throughout t h e  country have h a d  the i r  book ­
�unds drast i ca l ly reduced . I n  th i s  sort of 
econom i c  c l i mate a l l  sect ions of a l i brary ' s 
book stock w i l l  suffer , and i t  i s  i nev i t­
ab l e  that l i brar i ans w i l l  be ob l i ged to 
concentrate the i r  resources on standard 
work s ,  c l ass i c s ,  textbook s ,  and the l i k e ,  
rather than on what many peop l e  w i l l  see 
( r i ght ly or wrong ly)  as  per i phera l ,  non­
es sent i a l  mater i a l . If Mr Cre i ghton f i nds  
no UFO  book s in  h i s  l ocal  l i brary ,  the  
b l ame rests  w i th h is  County Counc i l rather 
than some s i n i ster ' s i l ence 9rouo ' .  

� Saucer Rev i ew has come to regard 
i t s e l f  as the worl dos-Tead i ng UFO magaz i ne,  
and th i s  c l a im has been accepted by many 
peop l e ,  i nc l ud i ng MAGON IA .  But the present 
d i rect i ons it is tak i ng are s ure ly a cause 
for concern . As Kev i n  McC l ure remarks ,  it 
is ' sacr i f i c i ng a good dea l of object i v i ty ' . 
I t s  pages are becom i ng r i dd � ed w i t h  b i z�rre 
c l a ims and a l l egat ions ; ser 1 ou s  conc l u s 1 ons  
are  rel aced by base l es s  i nnuendo . I nstead 
of c l ear statements of fact , we get vague 
h i nts of suppres sed k now ledge . Conspi racy 
i s  rep l ac i ng c l ear th i nk i ng .  FSR ' s pre­
emi nence l ook s more and more doubtfu l .  

A dv ertisement 

Now available in paperback 

Living Wonders 
Mynertes and Curiosities of the Antmal World 
JOHN MICHELL AND ROBERT J. M. RICKARD 

'A stunning collection of the weird and wonderful . . .  Globsters, Neo­
dinosaurs, rains of ftsh and frogs, animal showers, toads in solid rock, 
talking cats and dogs, cats with wings, avian �bductions, animal armi

.
es, 

monkey chains and rat kings . . . masterly, wttty and well-informed -
The Ley Hunter 
'Addictive and cleanly written book . . .  Its two authors are admirably 
suited to the task: they are enthusiasts of great industry, whose keen minds 
can be as reasonable as they must often be sardonic, and whose dislike of 
shabby answers leads them to conclusions that are sometimes, quite 
properly, far-fetched' - The Spect4tor 

With 170 illustrations 10 x 7ins (25.4 x 17.8cms) 

Paperback ISBN 0 500 27263 8 £4.95 (Pria •ppli<s ;, UKo•lr) Apri/ 25 
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I t  i s  not often that one i s  ob l i ged to 
beg i n  a report of a UFO conference w i t h  a 
comment on the food ! The soggy sandw i ches 
and tep i d  tea of far too many Br i t i sh bun­
f i ghts seemed ( and were ) a l ong , l ong way 
from the three four-course mea l s  of ' Oper­
at i on UFO/OVN I '  l ast month in Bou l ogne . I n  
the l and o f  Napo l eon they rea l i ze that a 
gather i ng of ufo l og i sts , l ike  an army, 
marches on i t s  stomach ,  and a hasty ten­
mi nute break for a cup of tea and a K i t -Kat 
is just not good enough ! 

However , the food wou l d  have been 
rather l es s  s i gn i f i cant had the ufo l og i c a l  
content o f  t h e  weekend not been o f  equa l 
qua l i ty .  A new generat i on of French ufo l o­
g i st s ,  l arge ly  unknown i n  th i s  country , 
are b r i ng i ng an i nc i s i ve new approach to the 
subject . Researchers l ike Jacques Scorneaux,  
Bertrand Meheust and M i che l Monner i e  �ave 
c l eared away the extraterrestr i a l  under­
growth of ufo l ogy , and are l ook i ng at the 
phenomenon as it i s .  R i ghtly,  they p��­
ce i ve the i dent i f ied f ly i ng object as  an in­
tegra l part of the phenomenon and , not i c i ng 
no d i fference i n  k i nd between these events 
and the UFOs , they have turned the i r  atten­
t i on to the mechan i sms wh i ch create the 
reports .  They see the phenomenon as b e l ong­
i ng square ly in the rea l ms of p sycho l ogy and 
soc i o l ogy . I t ' s not that they ' re opposed to 
the extraterrest r i a l  i dea ( as Jacques 
Scorneaux stated very f i rmly in a bar i n  
Bou l ogne ' s  Market Square a t  2 o ' c l ock o n  the 
S unday morn i ng ! ) i t ' s just that they do' not 
f i nd it necessar� . 

I t  was s 1 gn 1 f i cant too that two of the 
contr i butors devoted the i r  t a l k s  to exposes 
of hoaxes and shoddy report i ng - w i thout 
t he accusat i ons of ' cyn i c i sm '  that often 
accompany s uch reve l a t i ons in th i s  country . 
The hoax and the hype are a part of the 
phenomenon,  they rea l i z e ,  and must be 
dea l t  with  honest ly  and d i rect ly.  

The overa l l impres s i on I took away 
from t h i s  event i s  that ufol ogy i n  France 
has grown up, whereas in Br i t a i n  ( and 
probab ly in the USA) it has never Rrogress­
ed beyond a troub l ed ado l escence . I th i nk 
a l l  the B r i t i sh contr i butors went away 
great ly impres sed by the qua l i ty of the 
debate ( and the foo� ) . Yet s uch , it seems , 
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i s  the i ns u l ar i ty of the Ang l o- Saxon 
nat ions that l i tt l e  of these peop l e ' s work 
has been made ava i l ab l e  in Eng l i sh .  In a 
sma l l  attempt to remedy th i s ,  MAGON IA  w i l l  
try to p l ace the work of th i s  new team of 
French researchers before our readers .  To 
th i s  end , T h i erry P i nv i d i c ,  the Par i s­
based i nvest i gator,  has generous ly agreed 
to accept the r o l e  of ' French Edi tor ' for 
MAGON I A ,  and w i l l  channe l mater i a l  from 
researchers in France ,  Be l g i um and 
Swi tzer l and ,  so t hat we may put them i n  
front o f  a predomi nant ly Br i t i sh and 
Amer i can readersh i p .  At the same t i� he 
wi l l  be h e l p i ng to promote MAGON I A  to a 
E uropean readersh i p .  

The Bou l ogne event w a s  organ i zed , 
from the Br i t i s h  end , by ASSAP , and i s  
promi sed t o  b e  the f i rst i n  a ser ies  of 
s imi l ar i nternat i ona l events .  Let us hope 
that when it is t i me to ho l d  the event i n  
Eng l and w e  wi l l  b e  ab l e  t o  match the 
qua l i ty of both the part i c i pants and the 
food ! 

- JR 

I n  the last issue of llAGONIA, we mentioned 
briefly the setting up of the ASSAP l ibrary 
at Purley, in South London. 

Since then there has been considerable 
progress . There have been several maj or 
donations , including a large proportion of 
the KAGONIA archives . The collection 
already consists of well over 1 , 000 books , 
as well as a large number of runs of period­
ical s and other documents . Other donations 
are expected soon. 

1faterial placed in the Librar;y can be 
either in the form of a donation, or in the 
form of an indefinite l oan .  In the latter 
cas e the material would remain the property 
of the person or organisation giving the 
material , and it woul d be possible to re­
claim it at a later date ,  although it is 
hoped that in the maj ority of such oases 
the 1 oan would be permanent . 

It is hoped that a particular value 
of this Library will l ie in its collection 
of periodicals . Thes e ,  i n  the fields of 
ufolog;y and the paranormal , are notoriously 
ephemeral , and any centrally accessible 
collection of even a proportion of the 
available material will be of considerabl e 
importance . The material in the KAGONIA 
archives forms a basis for the ufologioal 
side of this collection; but it is a bas is 
only, and there are many gaps . 

We would l ike to ask al l our exchange 
Editors , and other readers who have been, 
or are now , associated with the publ ication 
of a small magazine ( even - especially - if 
it only lasted one or two issues ) to l et us 
know i f  they have any archive copies still 
t o  hand which they could off'er to the 
Library. We shall als o  be writing individ-
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w i l l  eventua l ly y i e l d  to so l ut i ons  that are 
not only un- extraord i nary but a l so un i nter­
est i ng .  

18 

The l ate F W Ho l i day once wrote a book 
in wh i ch he contended that Ne s s i e  i s  a 
strange phenomena l man i festat i on from another 
rea lm of be i ng .  In rea l i ty, as Mackal  and 
other zoo l og i ca l ly tra i ned i nvest i gators 
have shown , Nes s i e  look s and acts prec i se ly 
as any l arge an ima l  wou l d  under the c i rcum­
stances . 

We read book s that wou l d  have us be l i eve 
foss i l i zed footpr i nts prove that Homo sapi ens 
wa lked the earth mi l l i ons of years ago . Yet 
a recent s c i ent i f i c  i nvesti gat i on shows that 
the pr i nts are ne i ther of great age nor of 
h uman or i g i n .  They are a l most certa i n ly 
came l track s and they may be on ly 8000 years 
o l d .  ' Skyquakes ' ,  somet imes attr i buted to 
UFO s ,  are now be i ng stud i ed by Thomas Go l d  
a n d  Steven Soter o f  Corne l l  U n i vers i ty .  They 
have l earned that such phenomena have a 
geophys i c a l  exp l anat i on .  The fab l ed mov i ng 
rock s of Racetrack P l aya , Ca l i forn i a ,  are 
caused by the i nteract i on of w i nd and ra i n .  

And s o  o n  and on . We wou l d  d o  we l l  to 
reca l l  that before meteor i tes were under­
stood they were cons i dered so b i zarre as to 
be utter ly unbe l i evab l e .  There was a t ime 
not so l ong ago when meteor ites were Fortean 
phenomena . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** *  

I t  i s  h i gh t ime t h a t  w e  g e t  ser i ous . And 
if we are goi ng to be ser ious , then we are 
g o i ng to have to be caut i ous and carefu l .  And 
if we are caut i ous  and carefu l ,  we ' re go i ng 
to l ook a l ot more l i ke scept i c s  than be l i ev­
er s .  Wh i c h  i s  f i ne ,  and in the true Fortean 
s p i r i t .  Char l es Fort was scept i ca l  of estab­
l i shment humbuggery and so are those of us 
who fo l l ow in h i s  foot steps . That hasn ' t  
changed and I hope i t  never w i l l .  But now 
i t ' s t ime that we tra i n  a scept i c a l  eye on 
our ow� � umbuogery as we l l .  

c·ontinued from Page 17 , "NOTES & QUOTES" 

ually to a number of peopl e asking if they 
can fill gaps in the existing st ock. 

I suppose it goes without saying that 
the catch in all this is that the Library 
is unabl e to pay for any of this ! We are 
reliant entirely on your generosity in 
these hard times . 

As material comes into the Library 
it will need to be organised and catalogued 
in a way that will make it of the greatest 
use to researchers . To do this a Librarian 
will be needed. ASSAP seeks appl ication 
from volunteers who would be willing to 
undertake this j ob .  Although it would be a 

pleasant bonus if such a person had some 
experience of library or archive work, the 

real qual ification is a knowl edge of, and 
an enthusiasm for , the range of subjects 
lhe Library will cover. Obviously it would 
al so be an advantage if the Librarian 
l ived within convenient striking distance 
of Purl ey. 

If you have any material ( however 
much or however little) you would like to 
give to the Library, or if you would like 
to apply for the (unpaid ! ) post of 
Librarian, please write to KAGOlUA with 
the detail s .  Any large parcels coold be 
aent directly to the Library at this 
address :  

ASSAP Library 
Purley Public Library 
Ba.nstead Road 
Purley 
Surrey 
CR2 3YH 

Finally, I must point out that the Library 
is s till in a formative stage. The material 
that has been received is not yet catal ogued 
or arranged in order on the shelves . It will 
be some time yet before it is operational , 
so please � not turn up at Purley Library 
asking to be shown the ASSAP collection. 
Even when the Library is fully operational , 
members of the publ ic will not be able t o  
browse around the shelves J although the 

.�t no� will be catalogued and most of the 
material will be freely available for con­
sultation on request .  

We will b e  keeping you informed on 
future developments in this most important 
proj ect . 

We realised that our Christmas Quiz 
was tough ; we hadn' t  realised that it was 
so tough that by the closing date we would 
have received no answers at all. We accept 
that it is unlikely that any one person 
would come up with a completely correct 
set of answers , but we hope that some o� 
our readers would have a good stab at it, 

So for the benefit of those whose 
inate modesty prevented them sending in 
incomplete answers , we are extending the 
deadline to April 30th , and spelling out 

our prizes , For a subscriber the first 
prize will be two years subscription to 

MAGONIA (pretty good , eh?) , for an exchange 
edi tor the prize will be a half-page free 
ad .  in MAGONIA (wow: ) . Of course the real 
prize is the sheer glory of it (oh , and 
we ' ll . throw in a copy of John Rimmer' s  
' Abductions ' books when ( if1) it ' s  publish­
ed next year) (betc� can' t wait : ) . 

MICHELL , John and R I CKARD,  Robert . gJv i ng 
Wonders .  Thames and Hudson,  1 9  • 
£8.9r 

M i che l l  and R i ck ard take us on a tour 
of the b izarre end of the an ima l  k i ngdom 
wh i ch i ntroduces Char les Fort to the 
Gui nness Book of Records .  Not the b i ggest 
sma l lest,  heaviest or fastest , but the 

' 

strangest, the most out of p l ace and the 
most d i sturb i ng !  In four sect i ons the book 
rev iews those creatures wh ich  cou l dn ' t  be 
or shou l dn ' t  be ; those wh ich are but 
shou l dn ' t  be where they are ; those that 
shou l d  be where they are , but shou l dn ' t  be 
do i ng what they ' re doi ng ;  and f i na l ly 
those wh i ch probab ly cou l d  be do i ng what 
they are , but nobody' s qu i te certain  about 
i t .  

I n  the f i rst  category c ome  such c l ass i c s  
a s  sea-monsters ,  ape-men and the d i nosaurs 
a l leged ly sp l ash i ng about in the Congo . 
Th i s  f i rst sect i on a l so i nc l udes a va l uab l e  
br i ef h i story o f  crypto-zool ogy, and some 
of the peop l e  who have been hunt i ng mystery 
anima l s  often a lmost as we i rd as themse l ves ! 
Part Two l ook s at the strange appearances 
of an ima l s  in shower s ,  swarms and shoa l s .  
The authors h i nt a t  tel eportat i on a s  a 
mechan i sm for these sudden appearances,  but 
l ike true Forteans they have a deep- seated 
( and shrewd ) object i on i n  pri nc i.p le to 
exp l anat i ons of any k i nd . Part Three l ook s 
at smart horses , fa i thfu l dogs and homing 
cat s .  P art Four i s  i n  one way the most · 
i nterest i ng part of the book . It l ook s at 
those t h i ngs that .once were taken for 
granted . Man-eat i ng trees and b i rds that 
k i dnapped ch i l dren were once qu ite un­
remark ab l e ;  everyone k new that swa l l ows 
h i bernated in the bottoms of ponds , and 
that monkeys bri dged r i vers by hang i ng on 
to each others ' ta i l s .  Now . . •  we ' re not so 

sure . Forteans ,  ufo l og i st s  and others often 
assume that today ' s myster i es w i l l  be 
understood in the future , and w i l l  be re­
vea led to have natura l exp l anat i ons . But 
the l es son we learn here from M i che l l  and 
R i ckard i s  that it  is j u st as l i ke ly that 
today ' s natura l exp l anat i on s  wi l l  in the 
future f l utter away, l ike swa l l ows from a 
l ake-bottom,  leav i ng us w i th new myster ies . 

As we expect from th i s  duo the i l l us ­
trat i ons a r e  a treasure house,  make o f  
them what you w i l l .  E s sent i a l  f o r  everyone 
who doesn ' t  be l i eve everyth i ng they read i n  
book s - i nc l ud i ng th i s  one ! _ JR 

BRUNVA�D ,  Ja� Haro l d .  The Van i sh i ng 
H 1 tch-� : .�meri can Urban Legends 
and the 1 r  :4ean i ngs . L ondon and New 
York , W . W .  Norton , 1 98 1 . $ 14 . 95 

An amu s i ng and erudite survey of the 
wor ld  of the ' wha l e-tumour ' story, with  
phantom h i tch-h ikers , nude s urpr i se part i e s ,  
deep-fr i ed rat s ,  a l l i gators i n  t h e  sewers 
and bab ies  roasted by drug-crazed baby­
s i tter s .  Des p i te the t i t l e ,  such stor i e s  are 
not , of course , conf i ned to Amer i ca ,  and 
they probab ly occur wor ld-wide .  The exi st­
ence of an underground d i stri but i on of 
wha l e-tumour stor i es by means of Xerox 
cop i e s , · though , i s  probab ly spec i f i ca l ly 
Amer i can . 

Brunva l d  sees many of these stor ies as  
mora l i st i c ;  those who defy soc i ety ' s estab­
l i shed convent i ons may ancounter grotesque 
nemes i s .  

- p� 
BLACKMOR E ,  Susan J. 'eyond the �: An 

I nvest igat i on Q_ Out-Qf=th�-­
Exper lences . L ondon , Hei nemann-Tor the 
Soc 1 ety for P sych i ca l  Research ,  1 982 . 
£8 . 50 

Th i s  i s  an extreme ly va l uable study of 
ostens i b l e  out-of-the-body experience s ,  and 
covers a l l  aspects of the s ubject . The 
author ' s  approach is sympathet i c  but cr i t i ­
cal ; she makes i t  c l ear that i t  i s  certa i n  
that peop le  have out-of-the-body experi­
ences � but  po i nt s  out  that  the  d i spute i s  
about the i nterpretat i on of such exper i ­
ence s .  

Susan B l ackmore effect i ve ly d i sposes 
of many of the na i ve ' ether i c  nuts and 
bo l ts ' theor ies  wh i ch seem to ga i n  credence 
across  the At l ant i c  by po i nt i ng out that 
they s imp ly do not make sense . She be l i eves 
that the ev i dence for ESP and PK dur i ng 
these exper i ences i s  very l im i ted , and 
conc l udes by somewhat tentat i vely pro­
pos i ng a psycho l og i ca l  theory: ' I  wou l d  
s uggest that the OBE i s  best seen a s  an 
a l tered state of consc i ousness ( ASC)  and i s  
best understood i n  re l at i on t o  other ASC s .  



( veryt h i ng perce i ved i n  an OBE i s  a product 
of memory and imag i nat i on ,  and dur i ng the 
OBE one ' s own imag i nat i on is  more v i v i d ly 
exper i enced than it i s  i n  evryday l i fe . ' 
( p. 243 )  

She re l ates such a n  experi ence to 
others in which  there i s  d i rect awareness of 
the imag i nat i on .  The s i mi lar i ty between the 
OBE and the fa l se awaken i ng is very c l ear , 
and the k i nd of v i v i d  imagery occurr i ng i n  
OBE s may b e  a c l ue t o  the bases o f  many 
v i v i d UFO experi ences , appar i t i ons , etc . 
I be l i eve that th i s  book i s  abso l ute ly 
e s sent i a l  read i ng for anyone i nteres ted i n  
these subject s .  

- PR 

P EDLER , K i t .  M i nd over Matter : A Scient i s t ' s 
V i ew of �Parano�London , -

Methuen , "1981. £7 . 95 

Th i s  i s  a typ i ca l  overs imp 1 i f i ed 
coffee- tab l e  book , wr i tten by an uncr i t i ca '  
author try i ng t o  connect ESP w i th the ' new 
phys ics ' .  Ped l er tends to argue from auth­
or i ty,  quot i ng var i ou s  phys i c i st s ,  often , 
one suspect s ,  out of contex t .  �eed l e ss to 
say,  the o l d  chestnuts - quotes from Jeans 
and Eddi ngton , and how w i cked sc i ent i s ts 
refused to be l i eve i n  meteor i tes . Not 
reco11111ended . 

- PR 
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L I FTON , Dav i d  S .  Best E v i dence : D i sgu i se 
and Decept i on-ID the Assa s s 1 nat 1 on of 
John E. �elledy. New York, Macm1ll aii/ 
London , o 1 er Macmi l l a n ,  1980 . £9 . 95 

Th i s  book i s  an examp l e  of a tower of 
consp i rator i a l  hypotheses b u i l t  on one 
s e l f-ev i dent ly fa l se prem i s e .  The fa l se 
prem i se i s  that the doctors who tr ied to 
save Kennedy ' s l i fe at Park l and Hosp i ta l ,  
Da l l as , and those who performed the aut­
opsy at the Bethesda Hosp i ta l  in Was h i ngton 
were suff i c i ently  ca lm  and co l l ected to make 
accurate deta i l ed observat i ons , and hence 
when d i scepanc i e s  ar i se between var i ous  
�ccou�t s  these  must  be ev i dence of tamper­
l ng w 1 th the body . Th i s  i s  absurd . Those of 
us who can remember the terr i b l e  shock and 
gr i ef of th i s  event , can understand that 
these exam i nat i ons  and observat i ons were 
conducted by peop l e  in the extrem i t i e s  of 
gr i ef ,  s hock anx i ety and fear,  numbed by 
what had happened . Not surpr i s i ng ly ,  the i r  
\eco l l e�t i ons are confused , and these vague 
1 mpress 1 on s  have become so l i d i f i ed over the 
years . The rea l va l ue of th i s  book i s  to 
demon strate that eyew i tness test imony of 
events at t i mes of great stres s i s  extrem­
e ly unre l i ab l e .  

- P R  
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