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IDI!OBIAL 
Over the past few weeks I have been helping 
to sort out material arriving for the ASSAP 
Reference Library which is now being built 
up at Purley, in Surrey. Naturally I have 
been taking time out from this to browse 
through interesting-looking material, particu­
larly some old editions of UFO periodicals. 
Quite revealing they are, too. If certain 
prominent ufological personalities are willing 
to make donations to the John Rimmer 
Benefit Fund (third hollow tree from the 
left), I am prepared to keep very quiet about 
some of the barmy things they were saying 
ten or fifteen years ago! 

In the magazines of the fifties and 
early sixties the ETH was almost unchall­
enged, not just as a theory of UFO origin, 
but as an explanation which was almost 
taken for granted. This was quite understand­
able. The 'new ufologies' had not yet appear­
ed, there was still enough uncertainty about 
what we might find out in space to make 
the most straightforward form of the ETH 
seem much less naive than it does now. 
The only thing which seemed to be standing 
against universal recognition of the reality 
of our interplanetary visitors and their craft 
was the unimaginative and reactionary views 
of establishment science. Throughout these 

old magazines scientists are constantly criti­
cised for their narrow and petty-minded 
attitudes. If only these 'white-coated godlings 
of the laboratory' could raise their eyes 
above their mundane little test-tubes, the 
wonders of the universe would be manifested 
to them, along with the reality of the 'flying 
saucers'. Ufologists, it was implied, were 
the true imaginative thinkers and innovators 
of the age. This attitude is apparent even 
today in many ufological writings. 

But just how imaginative and forward 
looking were these ufologists? A number 
of UF 0 magazines had regular articles on 
space science and astronomy, and when 
we look at these we see something remark­
able - in the light of hindsight the far-seeing 
ufologists look very conservative and unimagin­
ative indeed! 

Although the UFO articles in these 
magazines were full of awe and wonder 
at the achievments of our interplanetary 
visitors, the 'space-news' features constantly 
emphasised how primitive man's own efforts 
at space exploration were. Whilst the 'unimag­
i native' scientists were looking forward 
to journeys to the Moon and planets within 
a few years, the 'far thinking' ufologists 

Continued on page 8 
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QUESTIONING THE 
'REAL' PHENOMENON 

Claude Mauge 

This paper )_s a longer version of my intervention at the UFO meeting in Bo•1logne 
(18-20 February 1983). I quote particularly French-spea][ing authors, pactly to make them 
better known, partly because I don't know very much about the enormous 'English· 
literature. I thank Jacques Scornaux and Dominique Behar for their aid with the trans­
lation, but I only am responsible for all the mistakes! 

I use the following definitions (see 6): 
- � _!JFO (in French: pr�-OVNI) = any 'observation', real or not, which the 'witness 

or any person calls 'UFO'; it can be for example a real flying saucer, a misinterpret­
ation of th� moon, or a case inven�ed by a journalist. All the pre UFO cases build up 
the UFO phenomenon in the broad sense. 
--- -:-A pre UFO cas; ea; be unexplainable or can become explained - it is also an IFO 
(French: OVI = objet volant identifie) - or can be not explained- it is also a near UFO 
(French: quasi OVNI) = any 'observation' which remains unexplained by competent 
experts (?). All the near UFO cases build up the UFO phenomenon in the limited�· 

- A near UFO case can later become explained because of the progress of the 
investigations or the evolution of science, or can be a true UFO (French: vrai OVNI), the 
whole of which is the UFO phenomenon in the strict sense. 

All these terms meybe improvabl;:- - --- ---

1 THE PRO ARGUMENTS 
P Gu�r i n  (3) wrote in 1977  that the 

exi stence of a fundamenta l ly or i g i na l  UFO 
phenomenon was proved by !�� �2�j���!22� 
of three arguments: 
-- --i:i THE-EXiSTENCE OF CASES WH I CH SEEM 
REL IABLE AND COMPLETEL Y I RREDUC IBLE TO 
KNn��N PHENOMENA . Apparent ly th i s  argument i s  
s t i l l  sound , even i f  the number o f  such 
cases i s  much l ower than many ufo l og i sts 
s a i d  (or st i l l  say ) , such as  A Mi che l ( 1 2) 
who s a i d  22 m i l l i on or C Poher 1 1 6) 90 
mi l l i on !  �jg�!� 2r �j��!� e�r ���! �! 1��?! 
2f !�� ��?�? j� ���� ����129�e? 22��! ?��� 
to be true UFOs or near UFOs \6), because 
today they are-weil-expla1ned, doubtfu l , or 
it i s  impos s i b l e  to eva luate the i r  cred i ­
b i l i ty and/or probab i l i ty of be i ng o r  not 
be i ng rea l ly or i g i na l  phenomena (cf . news 
c l i pp i ngs ) .  For examp l e ,  the computer pr i nt­
out of traces cases from UFOCAT (lll i n­
c ludes 29 traces cases i n  September-October 
1 954 in France : 1 3  are we l l  exp l a i ned,  6 
are doubtfu l ,  1 0  cases rema i n ,  but on ly one 
fChabeu i l ,  26 September 1 954) or perhaps 2 

( Chabeu i l and Poncey- sur- l ' I gnon , 4 Oct­
ober)  ii  rare) sound 16) . Better (or 
worse ! ) ,  the same l i st i ng i nc ludes 1 6  
Be lg i an cases w i th traces ; on ly one i s  
sound fBouff i ou l x ,  1 6  May 1 953) but the 
attr i but ion of the ' traces ' to the UFO is 
abso lute ly not just i f i ed ,  and the only case 
w i th a trace r i gh t ly attr i buted to the 'UFO' 
i s  we l l  exp l a i ned ! ( 1 , 6 )  I n  fact,  it i s  
perhaps pos s i b l e  t o  �?!!��!� !�� ������ 2f 
sound cases ( a  pr inr; nnn- suspect wi tnesses, 
§ooa-o6ier� i ng con�ctions ,  cont�nt of ob­
servat i on s  rea l ly extraordi nary and not re­
duc i b l e to known phenomena , and good i nvest-
i gat i on) !2 �� ?2�� !���?��9?· 2r ���� 
fewer ! 
---- - 1 . 2 THE ANALOG IES  AMONG THE CAS�S. But 
th i s  argument i s  reduced to noth i ng by the 
UFO/ I FO ' i nd i st i ngui shab i lity ' (see 2.1). 

1 . 3 THE CONS ISTJ:NCY \·'HICH EMERGES FROM 
THE STAT I ST I CAL ANALYS I S  nF ALL THE R�PO�TS. 
But what i s  the va lue of th i s  ana lys is if 
80 or 90% at least of the cata logued cases 
are i dent i f i ed or doubtfu l?  The consistency 
wh i c h  seems to emerge i s  on ly �� �r!�f��! 
]j�� 2r!�2!��� (see , for examp le ,  201. 



How good are the other pro arguments? 
1 . 4 THE EX I STF.NCE OF CONS I ST�NT 

(XPLANATORY MODELS .  I take here the example 
of the extraterrestr i al hypothes i s :  it i s  
true that the ETH i s  not only a pure ufo­
log i cal construct ion and i s  bu ilt on exo­
b iolog i cal arguments wh i ch are very spec­
ulat i ve but wh i ch we cannot purely and 
s imply ignore; it is also true that the 
researches of J McCampbell , J P Pet i t  or 
M de San ( and others} br i ng pos sible sol­
ut ions to the propuls ion problem or that 
some theoret i cal ' impos s i b il i t ies ' m ight 
have technolog i cal solution s .  But the problem 
of cosm ic  d i stances ,  the ' anthropo-psycho­
log i cal ' component of the UFO phenomenon , 
etc., are very embarras s i ng for the F.TH . 
Above all , what i s  the rel i ab il i ty of so 
many researches wh ich  are based on so many 
doubtful cases ( cf .  McCampbell u s i ng 
Vall�e·s catalogue}? Therefore , the app­
arent frei nforced by the ET myth} con­
s i stency of the ETH is not neces sar ily an 
argument for val i d i ty .  Moreover , the non­
reduc i ng models have ep i stemolog i cal d i s­
advantages : they change the parad i gms 
completely and are les s  economi cal; they 
are not fals if i able . ( 1 5} 

1 . 5 THE EX I STENCE OF MATER I AL PROOFS 
OF AL I EN TECHNOLOGY . But no alleged p ieces 
of UFOs seem to be extraord i nary , and the 
' proofs ' by L Str i ngf ield of crashed UFOs 
and the exi stence of h umano i ds ' bod ies show 
above all the absence of cr i t i cal th i nk i ng 
by Str i ngfield . Really i nterest i ng photo­
graphs  and other records are extremely rare 
and are not def i n i t i ve proofs , and the 
controvers ies about radar cases do not 
allow us to draw def i n i te conclus ions from 
cases such as L akenheath or Haneda ( for a 
d i scuss ion of such ev i dence see reference 
(2''. 

1 . 6 THE OTHER PRO ARGUMENTS REFLECT 
ONL Y  THE I DEOLOG I CAL PRESUPPOS I T I ONS OF 
THE I R  AUTHORS OR ARE ONLY ARGUMENTS FROM 
�UTHnR I TY .  For example : 

- ' The att i tude i n  off i c i al c i rcles 
proves that there i s  someth i ng i n  the UFO 
phenomenon . '  Th i s  atti tude i s  often am­
b i guous ,  but it proves only that off i c i al 
c i rcles don ' t  really understand the phen­
omenon . 

- ' Debunkers are backward anthropo­
centr i sts . ' Perhap s ,  but on the other hand 
bel ievers might also feel the need for 
Somebody or Someth i ng who transcends them . . .  

- ' Debunkers  are not aware of recent 
sc ient i f i c  d i scover ies . ' It is often true 
but , more often l at least i n  France) 
bel ievers also are not aware of these d i s ­
cover ies . 

- ' I f there was noth i ng i n  the UFO 
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phenomenon we should have a conv i nc i ng 
soc io-psycholog i cal model . • Prec i sely . Such 
a model is ser iously beg i n n i ng to emerge . 

I n  fact , �b� 9�1� Pr9 �rg����� �b1�b 
����� r�11��1� �Q �� 1� �be app�r��t ��­
istence of some thousands f?T of rel i able 
��6§f��l-�����: But-to-me the con-argu:--
ments seem to be i ncreas i nalv sound . 

2 THE MAIN CON ARGUMENTS 
2 . 1 THF.: UFO/ IFO ' I ND I ST I NGU I SHAB IL I TY' .  

I t  would seem t hat  the UFO cases a nd  the 
!EQ ����� �r� � Pr12f1 16�1�!169�1�6��1�· 
They correspond to the same stor ies , they 
conta i n  the same deta ils , and the range of 
data does not become smaller when the ex­
pla i ned cases are removed . ( 1 3 ,  2 1} 
I n  part icular ,  many cases wh ich , we were 
assured , 'totally rel i able and totally un­
expla i nable ' were later well expla i ned . 
But th i s  i nd i st i ngu i shab il ity i s  far from 
be i ng proved , and i t  i s  not by i tself a 
def i n i t i ve argument aga i nst the real i ty of 
a fundamentally or i g i nal UFO phenomenon . 

2.2 THE UFOLOG I CAL C IRCLES . Bes i des 
many dub ious people or groups ,  most ufo­
log i sts  seem to be i ntelli gent and honest . 
But they often have very sketchy sc ient i f i c  
knowledge ( for example , of  geophysics or 
psychology} and the i r  cr i t i cal att i tude i s  
Y�r� 2f��� �����1�!���9f�:-see tor-example 
S Fr iedman ,  P Guer1n and h i s  analys i s  of 
the Warmi nster photograph s ,  A M i chel and 
h i s  paleol i th i c  UFOs , L Spri nkle and h i s  
'cosm i c  c i t i zens ' ,  L Str i ngf ield and many 
others . . .  See also the ( very} low standard 
of almost all the UFO papers and books; and 
also the mi xture of UFOs w i th ' hollow earth ' , 
Bermuda mystery, Loch Ness monster , an imal 
mut ilat ions , 'ET i n  h i story ' , Charroux ' s 
and Dan iken ' s  theor ies , and so on (there 
are perhaps relat ionsh i p s  between some of 
these data and UFOs , but evi dence of such 
relat ionsh i p s  is very fl imsy} . 

Uf9}Q9� 1� fQ��Q�Q Q� SQ�� 1�P}1�1� 
pQ���}����. s uch as the followi ng :  # The 
res i due postulate (cf . Oberg ( 1 4}) , that i s  
the equ i valence - unexpla i ned case = unex­
pla i nable case = true UFO (= ET veh i cle very 
often} . #The Zorro syndrome of J Scornaux 
(2 1} :  the ufolog i st who stud ies a case and 
seems to expla i n  it in a convent ional 
manner,  but ' proves ' ( i n  reali ty ,  cla ims) 
that some small deta il  shows that the pro­
posed explanat ion cannot be correct ,  there­
fore the case i s  necessar ily a true UFO . 
# The case u n i ty postulate : i n  several 
reports it i s  the ufolog i st (or the w i t­
nes s) who bu ilds the un i ty of the case i n  
comb i n i ng i ndependent deta ils . #The ob­
ject i ve causes postulate , or the rel i ab­
i l i ty of test imony postulate : if  the ufo­
log i st hasn ' t  an object i ve reason to de-

c i de if the anomalies of the case are du� to the w i t ness  or to the object , he pos-
· 

�ulates that the cause i s  always the ob­Jec� . # The.UFO/I�O i ndependence postul­ate . there 1s no 1nteract ion between the UFO phenomenon and the IFO phenomenon apart fr�m very margi nally , therefore
' 

IFO stud1es are useless  for obta i n i ng knowledge about UFOs .  
I n  fact ,  many ufolog i sts seem to  be tr�pped �n a ������ 2f Q�l1�f where every­th l ng re1nforces everyth i nq ,  and in wh ich  

�b� P2��r 2f �b� �I ���b P1��� � f��Q�­
�����1 r21� - whatever the real i ty may 
be about ET v i s i ts  to Earth . 

The consequence of the comb i nat ion of 
�b� YEQ{!FQ 1�91��1n��1�h��111!�-�6�-Qf the 
freguent lack of rel1ab il i tv of the ufolo:­
g1sts-seems-to-be-that-almost-all-the-OF5 
11terature s i nce 1 947  lcase-stud1es-ana-­
theoret1cal-studiesT-has almost no value . 
Th i s  comb i nat ion obl i ges us:-then: to __ _ 
formulate the cruc i al quest ion: are toda�·s 
����P1�1��9 ����� �� ��P1�1���1�-as the- --
Q�b�r.�? -- ---

2 . 3  TH� BEG I NN I NG OF A SOC I O-PSYCHO­
LOGI CAL MODEL , wh ich  i s  based on ( among 
other t h i ngs) : 

- �b� ����r2��-�2�Y�rg����� Q������ 
�b� YEQ Pb��2���9� ��9 Y�r12�� Pr29���12�� 
of our bra i ns and the at least structural 
�6�1991�s-w}!b-s}m}J�r-�b�6§����=-sc1ence 
f i ct ion \9�, folklore , NDE , many rel i g ious 
appar i t ions such as  Mar ian  appar i t i ans or 
the 1 905 Welsh rev i val ( 7} ,  ASC ,  for 
example w i th halluc i nogens ,  shaman i sm ,  
sorcery ( 1 0} , h i stor i cal f il i at ion of 
the ET myth ( 1 9} and so on . 

- � Q�91��1�9 2f � ���9� 2f �b� P�r-
f�����1

m��� ��91l��Y�ra�������ii����� t�fg�-
---- - ---- -- ---- -------� -------- ----a UFO . After the ' p ioneers '  such as J 
Meerloo ( 8 )  or M Monner ie ( 1 3} , the most 
important researches are those from M. 
J i menez of GEPAN ( 4) ,  based on the percep­
t ion model of J Bruner , and P Toselli 123}; 
Toselli takes several factors i nto account , 
among wh i ch are the soc i al and cultural 
i nfluences on percept ion , and d i s t i ngu i shes 
three ' transpos i t ion ' levels :  ' m i s i nterpret­
ation' ( the w itness descr i bes object i vely 
the 'ban a 1 '  st imu 1 us but ea 11 s it a • UFO' ) ; 
' projec t i ve transformat ion ' ( the w i tness  
projects h i s  more or less  consc ious know­
ledge of the UFO phenomenon i nto the st imul­
us}; and ' project i ve elaborat ion ' ( with 
product ion of a complex story) . 

- � ��91��1�9 2f ���!��j� 2f �b� 91ff­
�r��� ���P� 9f �b� �r����1��12� �b�1Q 2f 
i nformat ion : w i tness ( see above , the data of 
A-Reul-TsT: etc . ) ,  ufolog i st s ,  off i c i al c i r­
cles , mas s  med i a ,  general publ i c .  We know , 

5 
for example , the extent of the bel iefs i n  'IF Os  w h  i e h  sever a 1 . po  1 1  s show , o r  the ro 1 e of . rele�se events 1n several UFO waves (17), :h1ch m1ght be compared with some episodes of ' collect i ve del i r i um ' . '22} 

- �2�� 1�91;��12��.2! �b� ����1Q9 of �EQ�. many of wh1ch der1ve from the ideas of C G Jung: see for example J Meerloo 18' J B Renard ( 18} and the ' cargo cult of the
' 

west ' ,  or.P Geste who t h i nks that the hard UFO exper1ence !contact , abduction . . .  ) cun protect the subject from psychos i s. 
I n  fact ,  des p i te the ex i stence of thousands {? ) of rel i able cases wh i ch are rather embarrass i ng for the soc io­

osycholog i cal hypothes i s ,  and despite some other problems fsuch as the genes i s  of UFn o�enomenal ,  th i s  hypothes i s - plus cert­a l�ly n�tural .phys i cal phenomena , some of wh1ch m1ght d1rectly affect our bra i ns 'cf . Pers i nger) - seems to me to have a sol id cons i stency and seems to me today to be the most fru itful work i ng hypothes i s. �ut we must not forget that th i s  hypothes i s  i s  perhaps l ike the ETH,  a system of belief. 
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CONSPIRACY UPDATE 

Roger Sandell 

L IN COLN , Henry . The � Blood and the 
� Gra il .  Jonathan Cape 

G I LMA� R i chard . Beh i nd World Revolut ion: 
The Strange �-Qf Nesta !i: 
Webster . I ns1ghts Press  

ER I NGER , Robert . The Conspiracy Peddlers .  
Loompan i cs  Press  

WtBB , James . The Occult E stabl i shment . 
R i chard OrewlPUbllsh1ng 

Together these books prov i de i nter­
est i ng ev i dence of the v itality of con­
sp iracy as an image of contemporary soc­
iety . Robert Er i nger ' s The Conspira:y 
Peddlers does th i s  in the most stra1ght­
forward fash ion by report i ng in a 
stra ightforward manner on some of the 
Amer i can groups and i nd i v i duals who devote 
the ir t ime to i nvesti gat i ng consp irator ial 
act i v it ies .  Those dep i cted range from some 
researchers beaver i ng away at s i g n i f i cant 
i s s ues  largely i gnored by the med i a  such 
as  the act i v it ies  of the super-rich and the 
i ntelliqence commun ity , to the near-dementerl, 
l i v i ng 1n pr i vate worlds i n  wh i ch Sov iet 
nuclear m i s s iles are h i dden under the 
M i s s i s s i pp i , the Rockefeller family ma i �­
ta i ns secret bases on the moon and lead1ng 
pol it i c i an s  are in real ity synthet i c  
andro i d s .  Here and there are reports on 
one or two ant i - consp iracy groups  whose own 
act i v it ies seem suff i c iently s i n i ster and 
myster iously funded to prov i de better ev id­
ence for a consp iracy than any that they 
cla im  to uncover . ( Loompan i c s ,  the pub­
l i shers of th i s  book, actually seem to be 
a somewhat alarm i ng organ i zation s i nce much 
of the ir bookl i st seems to be on matters 
such as lock- p i ck i ng and f irearms . )  

Ufolog i sts  w ill of  course recogn i ze 
such a spectrum from the respons i ble �o 
the lunat i c  a s  be i ng s imilar to that 1n 
the ir own subject , and there seem to be 
var ious other s imilarities between the 
world of ufology and that of consp iracy 
theories . 

Both groups con s i der th�mselves .as 
the custodi an s  of bod ies of 1nformat1on 
that are rejected by the orthodox i n  the 
f ields of pol it i c s  and sc ience respect-

i vely . In each case th i s  i nformat ion 
ranges from the potent i ally i nterest i �g to 
the malic iously fabr i cated . However , 1n 
each case those a ssembl i ng the data often 
have a totally uncr it i cal att itude to what 
they have collected and no i dea of how to 
assess  and analyse it .  I n  each case there 
are those who see the ir role as not being 
to develop and ref i ne the data available 
but to take on an evangel i st i c  role i n  
broadcast i ng the mes sage ,  whether about 
UFOs or cons p iracy, to an audience wh ich  i s  
s imply urged to accept i t  equall� u�cr itic­
ally and to pass  the mes sage on 1n 1ts turn . 

One of the few recent wr iters on the 
subject to attempt to do more i s  R i chard 
G ilman ,  the author of Beh ind World 
Revolut ion :  The Strange Caree�esta H .  
WQbster . theSubJeC{Of tnfSl)iograpnyis 
�li sh wr iter who , in the 1 920s ,  pr�­
pounded the i dea th�t the real for:e beh1nd 
the Rus s i an Revolut1on was a consp1racy of 
Satan i sts ,  occult i sts and Freemasons  dat i ng 
back to the med ieval Kn i ghts Templar . Mr 
G ilman shows i n  i nterest i ng deta il how such 
i deas were w i dely taken ser iously at the 
time and documents Nesta Webster's later 
career as an apolog i st for H itler and her 
i nfluence on later Fasc i st group i ng s  such 
as  the Nat ional Front . (These , i nc i dentally, 
are matters that should g i ve pause to those 
who are attempt i ng to import so�e of.Nesta 
Webster ' s  i deas i nto the occult1st s1de of � 
ufology . ( 1)) . . 

A part i cularly 1nterest1ng asp�ct of 
th i s  book i s  the section that descr1be� how 
Nesta Webster f irst became i nterested 1n 
con sp iracy theory on a v i s it to Par i s where � 
she underwent a mysti cal exper ience that 
conv i nced her that she was the rei ncarnation 
of a French countess who had been a v i ctim 
of the French Revolution , wh ich  she saw as 
be i ng the work of the �ame oc:ul� forces 
as the Rus s i an Revolut1on . Th1s  1s an 
i nteresti ng example of the po i nt.made . 
earl ier i n  MAGON I A  that some bel1evers 1n 
consp iracy have a super-h i stor ical perspec­
t i ve i n  wh i ch they see themselve� a� 
f i ghters aga i n st some etern�l pr1nc�ple of 
ev il the real ity of wh i c h  1s somet1m�s 
conv�yed to them i n  a v i s ionary exoer1ence . 

Another b izarre example of th i s  pro­
ces s  i s  The �oly Blood and the Holy Gra il .  
Th i s  bool<Or TgTrlateS'trom a "Ser 1eS oTTr 
documentar ies made by the author Henry 
L i ncoln on the mystery of Rennes le 
Chateau . Br iefly, these told how i n  the 
1 890s Berengere de Saun iere , the v illage 
pr iest of Rennes le Chateau in southern 
France , seemed to have dec i phered some 
myster ious i nscr i pt ions on tombstones i n  
h i s  churchyard , as  a result of  wh i ch h e  was 
able to excavate some unknown rel i c s  wh ich  
he  took to Par i s and  returned to l i ve in  
luxury for the rema i nder of h i s  l i fe ,  
bu ild i ng for h i s  v illage a church whose 
unorthodox decorat ions h i nt at some great 
secret . 

I n  the last decade i n  France a ser ies 
of myster ious man i festos have appeared , 
wh ich  cla im  to be messages from the Priory 
of S ion , a secret soc iety cla im ing great 
ant iqu ity and pol iti cal i nfluence and i n  
some way l i nked w ith the mystery of Rennes 
le Chateau . 

The story i s  clearly a strange one and 
it is a p ity that Mr L i ncoln bases much of 
h i s  treatment of it on the secondary l iter­
ature that it has  recently i nsp ired i n  
France . The story of  de  Saun iere appears to 
be factual , s i nce photographs of those i n­
volved are produced , but one wonders how 
many of the deta ils are the elaborat ion of 
v illage ooss i p .  (Perhaps the whole bus i ness  
of treasure-f i nd i ng could even have been an 
elaborate decept ion to conceal the reality 
of a fortune acqu ired i n  a rather more d i s­
reputable manner . )  Certa i nly one's conf id­
en�e in Mr L i ncoln ' s French sources i s  not 
enhanced by the fact that they i nclude 
Robert Charroux , a veteran wr iter of worth­
less  ancient astronaut mater i al .  

Cons i derat ions l ike th i s  do not , 
however , deter Mr L i ncoln . He cla ims to have 
cracked a secret code used on the tombstones 
at Rennes le Chateau . However , the code i s  
not descr i bed and s i nce the resulti ng mess­
ages are , to me at any rate , totally mean­
i ngless  ('By the Cross and th i s  horse of 
God I destroy the demon of the guard i an at 
noon . Blue apples . ') it i s  not at all clear 
what the po i nt of enc i pher i ng them was .  

As  the book goes o n  i t  plunges i nto 
2000 years of the more b i zarre corners of 
E uropean h i story . The Kn ights Templar , the 
or i g i ns of Freemasonry , the Holy Gra il,  
Nostradamus all put i n  appearances before 
the conclus ion i s  f i nally revealed . Jesus 
was marr ied to Mary Magdalen and the ir 
family emi grated to Gaul where they became 
the ancestors of the Merov i ng i an k i ngs of 
France followi ng the fall of Rome . S i nce 
the fall of the Merovin� ians  a succession of 
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'occult groups have been worki ng to resto1e 

the ir descendants to the ir r i ghtful place. The ir  current i ncarnat ion , the myster ious 
Priory of S ion ,  is act i ve beh i nd the scenes 
of European polit ics  and moves towards 
European un ity are the open i ng stages of a 
plan to have one of the descendants of 
Jesus become ruler of Europe . 

Henry L i ncoln ' s att itude to all of 
th i s  rema i n s  oddly amb iquous . Unlike most  
wr iters who claim to have d i scovered vast 
consp iracies , he does not th i nk that h i s  
Pr iory o f  S ion i s  the embod iment of 
f iend i sh ev il .  I ndeed , he almost seems 
sympathet i c  to their a ims which he feels 
could i ndeed br i ng peace and unity to 
Europe . He rushes breathlessly to p ile 
one hypothes i s on top of another w ithout 
cons i der i ng any less-spectacular explan­
at ions (e . g . that an obscure modern secret 
soc iety mi ght make grand iose cla ims or that 
the Merov ing i ans mi ght have had some legend 
of extraord i nary or i g i n s without either of 
these cla ims hav i ng any factual bas i s) ,  
but on i n d i v i dual po i nts  he  seems not un­
scept i cal . He descri bes meeti ngs with Men­
i n-Black type f i gures who cla im to be rep­
resentat i ves of the Pr iory of S ion and 
concludes that the whole bus i ness is too 
elaborate and po i ntless  to be a hoax.  ( I n 
fact , ufolog i sts will be familiar with very 
elaborate hoaxes ,  such a s  the APEN and 
' Peter Hargreaves ' cases descr ibed in MUFOB/ 
MAGON I A ,  wh ich  seem to have no obv ious 
po i nt other than to demonstrate the extremes 
of perverse i ngenuity .  (2)) 

Ultimately th i s  book and its wr iter ' s  
amb i guous  fasc i nat ion for its secret soc iety 
are another testimony to the roots of con­
spiracy theor ies i n  apocalypt ic  world­
v iews .  As Norman Cohn has  po i nted out , the 
t�ent ieth-century myth of the Jew i sh world 
consp iracy owes much to the medieval i dea of 
Ant i chr i st .  Henry L i ncoln seems to reverse 
th i s  process and produce a consp iracy to 
make plaus i ble the other favour ite trad­
itional apocalypt i c  theme , that of the 
millen i al k i ng usher i ng i n  a re ign of peace 
and j u st i ce .  

Just how w i despread the politi cal 
influence of occult/ irrat ional ideas has ';r:_-,,� 
i s  made clear by James Webb's The Occult 
Establ i shment , an immense (500-pages;--­
superbly researched survey of twent ieth­
century occult i sm. It is  impos s i ble to do 
just i ce to th i s  book i n  a brief rev iew but, 
among much else , it includes a serious dis­
cuss ion of Naz i  occulti sm (a subject wh i ch, 
up to now , has  largely been the prov i nce of 
trashy paperbacks) but also d i scusses 
occult i st i nfluence on rather more surprising 
movements ,  such as modern art , soc i al i sm and. I Continued on p-age I 2 



'EARTHLIGHTS' 
FURTHER COMMENTS 

lan Cresswell 
After reading through the book Earthlights 

by Paul Devereux and his article in MAGONIA 
12 in defence of his theory, I suggest that 
another, more neutral, opinion about it should 
be expressed within the pages of MAGONIA. 

I found Earthlights a most interesting 
and absorbing work, carefully done, with much 
thought given to it by its author, who I have 
no doubt is a most sincere and devoted 
researcher. But whilst I found it fascinating, 
I also found it frustrating, and sometimes 
unclear about parts of the theory. I found it 
frustrating in that the author, whilst getting 
close to some possible truths about the nature 
and origin of the phenomenon, allowed himself 
to drift away from them. 

The theory does not seem totally clear 
because of Paul's insistence on the main 
core of the phenomenon being objective, then 
bringing in very strong elements of a very 
subjective nature in an attempt to explain the 
full extent of the UFO phenomenon. If 
the origins of the two aspects of the phenom-

EDITORIAL from page 2 
were writing things like this: 

"It will be at least twenty-five years 
before a human being capable of taking 
off to explore space successfully will be 
able to bring back the answers, and then 
only if his parents allow him to be trained 
for the job from the moment he is born. 
But even twentyfive years is optomistic ••. 
I submit, therefore, that the powers now 
working on manned space-flight programmes 
are over-reaching themselves." 

This was written in 1960, just a couple 
of years before Gagarin and Glenn, and 
just eight years before the first Moon landing. 

Another writer painted a picture of 
a future Utopia that presumably mankind 
might be able to build by its own unaided 
effort, but then adds: 

"[Having achieved this] they will still 
be... chained, bemused and blinded, if they 
have not by then established spiritual comm­
unication with the higher intelligences who 
are so intensely concerned with our world, 
and if they have not, by then learned the 
discipline of discipleship". 

· 
\\'hy should there be amongst some 
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enon are different, then why have a link at 
all? Could there not be some other expression 
for the shadow content of the reports other 
than PK manipulation of a plasma light? 

The weak link in Paul Devereux's chain of 
reasoning lies in the most vital part. The 
evidence of the cases themselves points 
away from a tectonic origin. Although the 
controlled laboratory tests are potentially the 
most important replicable evidence in support 
of the earthlights theory, it is curious how 
little space the book devotes to them. It 
would also, I suggest, have been better 
if there had been a wider review of the 
geological literature to examine the status of 
geoluminescent effects amongst specialists 
in the field. Perhaps even a 'forum' of 
geological opinion would have been profitable 
here? 

I was interested in the similarity between 
many of the examples given in this book, and 
other forms of natural light phenomena -
ball-lightning, mountaintop discharge, and so 
forth. However, interesting as these phenomena 
are, their relevance to ufology seems limited, 
and they cannot be put forward convincingly 
as a complete explanation for the UFO 
phenomenon - either objectively or subject­
ively. 

Although I would agree that an electrical 
phenomenon might be the original stimulus of 

ufologists a desire to denegrate the achiev­
ments of their own species, whilst urging 
our submission to some vague 'higher intell­
igences'? Lest it be thought that this attitude 
has disappeared since the 50's and 60's, 
one has only to consider the popularity of 
'ancient astronaut' ideas amongst rank-and­
file ufologists (however much the 'ufological 
establishment may deplore them), or consider 
some of the finding from Shirley Mclver's 
study of members of UFO groups, published 
in Journal of Transient Aerial Phenomena 
(Vol�o.-5) 31.2% ofti1e respondents 
agreed or strongly agreed with the statement 
"Homo sapiens was created by the genetic 
engineering of extra-terrestrials who visited 
Earth millions of years ago". _Only 28.4% 
disagreed. Some ufologists, it would appear 
are not even prepared to allow manking 
the privilege of breeding without some voyeur­
istic space-people superintending the proceed­
ings! 

More seriously, it seems rather worrying 
that a preoccupation with 'higher intelligen­
ces' should lead so many people to denigrate 
and dismiss the achievements of their own 
kind. §§§-

the 'main-core' phenomenon, I doubt that its 
origin is as proposed by Paul Devereux. He 
appears to take it for granted that the 
light effects associated with UFOs are 
of an objective nature - but although it has 
been assumed in the past that the UFO 
phenomenon is of an entirely objective nature, 
this is by no means proved. If there is an 
electrical phenomenon involved, might it 
not come rather from the human nervous 
system than from the external world? 

In The Psychology of Consciousness, by 
Robert E. Ornstein [ 1] we find something of 
possible relevance to our study: 

Wilder Penfield, among others, has dem­
onstrated that the experience of vision can 
also be evoked by electrical stimulation 
of the central nervous system. Penfield 
performed brain surgery on patients with 
epilepsy and, as part of this procedure, 
electrically stimulated various areas 
of their brain; his patients often reported 
conscious experiences without any input 
at all. For instance many surgeons have 
found that electrical stimulation of the 
occipetal cortex usually leads to the 
experience of vision. We can un�erstand 
then that seeing is a process wh1ch 
takes place not in our eyes, but rather 
with the help of the eyes. It is a process 
that is constructed largely in the brain, 
one largely determined by the category and 
output systems of the brain." 
"Furthermore, we do not even need the 
presence of external light to 'see': If. . 
seeing is a certain pattern of exe1tat10n m 
the central nervous system then anything 
that produces that pattern will result in 
visual experience." 

One can see this pattern at work with the 
dream state, where we have a pictorial image 
which is totally created within the brain, 
and viewed in a completely subjective manner, 
without any objective stimulus reaching 
the brain. 

Yet the dreamer watches the events with 
the same apparent eye of objective conscious­
ness, but in a totally subjective way. The 
dream is the result of electrical stimulation 
within the memory cells within the brain, 
and both the cause and effect of this is 
entirely within our own nervous system. 
The subjective has become the only reality, 
and as such can be said to exist whether 
or not it has any existence in an objective 
sense. 

If, when Devereux talks of the creation 
of protoentities from the 'UFO material', 
he is talking of a process within the brain, 
I would accept it. But to regard this creation 
as being occasioned by psychokinetic impress-
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ions on a geoelectrical plasma is naroer 
to accept than the idea of extraterrestrials 
visiting this planet. 

I also wish that the author had not 
made such an important point of the localtion 
of stone circles. The relevance of this to 
the location of UFO sightings is unclear. 

very few reports emamate from these 
areas, although admittedly there are fewer 
people in these parts of the country to 
make such reports. Those parts of the country 
which boast the fewest stone circles are 

the south and east are by no means devoid 
of UFO sightings. The factors involved 
in the siting of stone circles in Britain 
are unconnected with any possible tectonic 
activity. 

Aubrey Burl [2] states: 
"This region [eastern and southern -

Britain] is a paradox. Covering nearly half 
of the 121,000 square miles of the British 
Isles, much of it lowlying, fertile, patterned 
with slow, wide rivers, some of its territories 
were the most heavily populated in the 
country. Yet only 12% of stone circles 
are located here. 

"this is partly because much of the 
prehistoric landscape was avoided by man. 
Southern Britain presented an illimitable 
forest of 'damp oakwood', ash and thorn 
and bramble, largely untrodden .•• 

" ... although this panorama of a widely 
hostile land is being modified by discoveries 
of henge and settlement on the heavy clays 
of the midlands it remains largely true. 
But the main reason for the scarcity of 
stone circles in eastern and southern Britain 
was the presence of alternative forms of 
building material. Here there was timber 
in plenty." 

Burl concludes by pointing out that 
although this area has only 12% of the 
stone circles, it holds well over 50% of 
the (wood) henges. The distribution of the 
stone circles is therefore a result of the 
availability of building materials. Wood 
henges, which would have the same social 
and ceremonial function as stone Clrcles 
were their substitute in the south and east. 
Their distribution has nothing to do with 
reactions to geoluminescent phenomena, 
as Devereux insists. 
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PUR UNRELIABLE 
'EYEWITNESS' 

Paolo Toselli 

' I  saw i t  w i th my own eyes!' How many 
t imes we have l i stened to th i s  statement 
des i gned to avo i d  doubt , to re i nforce 
cert i tude . 

U sua lly ,  but erroneously , one bel ieves 
that the w i tness  is a perfect record i ng 
apparatus , that a ll that passes before h i s  
eyes i s  recorded and may be pla i n ly rep­
roduced through well-contr i ved quest ions . 
N umerous  exper iments show , however , that 
test imony i s  remarkably s ubject to error . 

I n  order to d i scuss  someth i ng as  
controvers i a l  a s  UFOs , i t  i s  f i rst  imp­
ortant to real i ze that the eyew i tnes s  is as 
mu�h a part of the event as  is the phys i cal 
st 1mulus that led to the personal exper i ­
ence . I n  fac t ,  a n  objec t i ve st imulus seems 
to be there i n  the f i rst p l ace i n  a UFO 
experience , but the whole th i ng i s  channel­
ed through our own persona l i t ies  and comes 
out as an exper ience w i th greater or les ser 
'subject i v i ty' element s .  

. Perception i s  not j u s t  a s imple repro­
ductlon of what we see . Some psycho log i st s  
have argued that i n  order to  comprehend a n  
event that we  w i tness ,  var ious aspects of 
the event must be i nterpreted by u s .  Only 
part of th i s  interpretat 1on 1 s  based upon 
the env i ronmental i nput that gave r i se to 
i t; that i s ,  only part comes from our 
�ctual percept ion of an event . Another part 
1s based on pr ior 'memory' or exist i ng know­
ledge , and a th i rd part i s  i nference . 

As remarked by Ha i nes : ' I n  an honest 
attempt to reduce the emot ional and i ntel­
lectual uncerta i nty wh i ch i nev i tably acc­
ompanies  a novel exper ience ,  the w i tness may 
add certa i n  types of percepts from h i s  mem­
ory an�/or delete other types; th i s  he l ps 
reconc 1le the often unrea l qua l i ty of the 
or i g i na l  percepts w i th an acceptable , 
real i ty-based , f i n a l  percept ion . For i nst­
ance ( . . .  ) a UFO w i tness  may add certa i n  
v i s ua l  deta ils gleaned from h i s  imag i nat ion 
or memory . The add i t ion of these deta i l s 
usua lly makes the object he descr i bes  
appear more s im i l ar to  objects  he  be l ieves 
others have reported . Thus ,  what may or iq-

i nally have been the percept ion of a vague , 
green i sh haze seen hover i ng s i lent ly above 
an open f ield late at n i ght , may be reported 
as  a wel l -def i ned , l i ght green object wh i ch 
flew slow ly and even ly over the f ield w i th­
out mak i ng a sound . '  ( 1 ) 

Another process  i nfluenc i ng the res ­
ponses that w ill be  made to  an amb i guou s ,  
novel ( unknown ) event i s  the psycholog i cal 
pred i spos i t ion ( also known as 'set') of the 
w i tnes s .  Many t imes the concept of 'set' i s  
expressed i n  the psycholog i cal l i terature 
w i th the terms of 'hypothes i s' ,  'expect­
at ion' , 'mean i ng', 'att i tude'; they are 
qu i te s imilar terms empha s i z i ng the gen­
eral concept that a person is prepared or 
synton i zed to rece i ve some k i nds of i nform­
ation; so the percept ion depends on set and 
st imulus i nteract ion . 

Ron Westrum, i n  a paper on UFO w i t­
nesses , touches upon th i s  matter . 'A 
cons i derab le fo lklore has grown up around 
UFOs , as  I d i scovered to my surpr i se' he 
wr i tes ' i n  the course of mak i ng i nvest­
i gat ion of UFO s i ght i ng s . ( . . .  ) Th i s  folk­
lore tends to set up an expectat ion that 
certa i n  k i nds of th i ng s  w i l l  be seen or 
w il l  happen dur i ng a UFO experience and 
th i s  affects not only what the w i tness  
feels he ought to re l ate to others but 
also what the w i tness remembers as 
happen i ng . '  f2) 
. T�e quest ion of 'mental set' i s  espec-
lally 1mportant to cons i der when deali ng 
w i th certa i n  UFO/IFO cases . Because so 
few data ex i st ,  the d i stort ion of only one 
factor can make an ident i f i able object app­
arently un i dent i f i ab le .  

An example of  the 'mental set' effect 
i s  suppl ied to us by Ph il i p  Morr i son . It i s  
a case of three rad io-astronomers; one of 
these was a fr iend of Morr i son , who stood 
out s i de Washi ngton DC some years ago 
watch i ng a l arge c i gar- shaped object i n  the 
a i r ,  perfectly s i lent , w i th l i ghted w i ndows , 
mov i ng very rap i dly past them. 

' I ndependently , they told each other 
they had each certa i nly seen the most re- } 
markable k i nd of un ident i f ied fly i ng ob-
ject . Sudden ly  the w i nd changed , and a i r­
craft eng i nes  were heard; the d i stance ad­
j usted i t self , and they recogn i zed they were 
see i ng an ord i nary a i rl i ner , much nearer 
than they had thought but not audi ble 
because of some pecu l i ar son i c  refract ion 
of the w i nd .  A change of the perceptual  set 
changed the i r  ent i re v iew of the phenomenon . '  
( 3) 

When we exper ience an event , we do not 
s imp ly record that event i n  memory as a 
v i deotape recorder wou l d .  The s i tuation i s  
much more complex. 

U sua l l y ,  we don't ret a i n  the pure ex­
per ience ,  but we e l aborate it before stor­
i ng i t .  In fact , we store in memory not the 
envi ronmental i nput i t se l f ,  nor even a copy 
or a part i a l  copy , but only fragments of the 
i nterpretat ion that we gave to the i nput 
when we exper ienced i t .  A v i v i d ,  deta iled 
photograph i c  resurrect ion of the past is not 
the most eff i c ient way to remember .  Mem­
or ies of everyday events are more s imilar to 
a syllog i sm than to a photograph; usually 
we go gradually towards the past and only 
seldom do we recall i t  as a 'snapshot' . A 
grown- up person usually uses ( verbal ) 
s.vmbols , to organ i ze h i s  memory i n  such a 
way as to f i nd what he needs .  We constantly 
translate our exper iences by means of i nter­
ven i ng symbo l s ,  store them in our memory 
and recover them i nstead of our or i g i nal 
exper ience . When we have to remember , we 
try to reconstruct the experience from the 
symbols .  

Research i nd i cates that the exper i ­
ences people remember about an event are 
i nf l uenced by the l abel assoc i ated w i th 
the event . Labe l s  are not neutral , they 
carry expl i c i t  and impl i c i t  st imuli pre­
v ious ly assoc i ated w i th them. As remarked 
by M i chael Per s i nger : 'A confound i ng i nter­
act ion ar i ses  when one u ses a l abe l  wh i ch 
i s  already heav i ly "loaded" w i th emot ion­
ally laden a s soc i at ion s .  For example , sup­
pose an observer sees a pulsa t i ng lum i nous 
l i ght w i th dark st imu l i  mov i ng w i th i n  i t .  
I f  the paerson labels the observat ion a s  
a landed UFO , then the observat ion i s  no 
longer "neutral" s i nce the prev iously 
learned a ssoc i at ions of the word UFO may 
now contami nate the observat ion . The op­
erat ion of th i s  proces s  could result in a 
report like :  " I  saw a UFO landed on the 
h ill , i t  was slowly mater i al i z i ng and de­
mater i a l i z i ng ,  and there were a l iens mov i ng 
w i th i n .'" £4) 

People's memor ies are frag ile th i ng s .  
The tendency to i nvent o r  t o  i ntroduce 
new mater i al taken from a d i fferent struc­
ture can i ncrease con s i derably w i th the 
passage of t i me .  

External i nformat ion provi ded from 
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the out s i de can  i ntrude i nto the w i tness's 
memory, as  can h i s  own thoughts ,  and both 
can cause dramat i c  changes in h i s  recoll­
ect ion . Usually , th i s  happens when w i tnesses 
to an  event later read or hear someth i ng 
about i t  and are subsequently asked to re­
call the event . Post-event informat ion can 
not only enhance exi st i ng memor ies but 
a l so chang� a w i tness's memory and even 
cause non-exi stent deta ils  to become i n­
corporated i nto a prev iously acqu i red mem­
ory . 'S) 

Many people be l ieve that the ir  mem­
ories are abso l ute and constant . �ut , con­
trary to apparent popu l ar belief , the evi­
dence i n  no way confi rms the v iew that all 
memor ies are permanent and thus potenti ally 
recoverable . 

A w i tness's confi dence i n  h i s  memories 
and the accuracy of h i s  memories often have 
l i ttle correlat ion . People are often con­
f i dent and r i ght , but they can also be con­
f i dent and wrong .  To be cautious , one 
should not take h i gh confi dence as any ab­
solute guarantee of anyth i ng .  

Memory i sn't the only place where the 
recogn i t ion processes can go on the wrong 
track .  Many psycholog i st s  th i nk that the 
ma i n  errors and m i sunderstand i ngs depend 
on the retr ieva l processes . 

The cond i t ions prevali ng at the t ime 
i nformat ion i s  retr ieved from memory are 
cr i t i cally important i n  dtermi n i ng the 
accuracy and completenes s  of an eye­
w i tness  account .  Report i ng i s  one of the 
most  cruc i al factors i n  the UFO problem. 
There are numerous ways to i nfluence ( and 
often drast i ca l ly d i stort ) the recollec­
t ion of a w i tness .  

The manner i n  wh i ch a quest ion i s  
phra sed and the assumpt ion i t  makes have 
profound effect s  on the accuracy and quan­
t i ty of eyew itness  test imony . By us i ng 
lead i ng questions , for example , an attorney 
can 'shape' the test imony of an eyew i tnes s .  
A lead i ng quest ion i s  s imp ly one that by 
i t s  form or content suggests to a wi tness 
what answer is des i red or leads h im to the 
des i red answer . We a ll probably ask lead­
i ng questions w i thout real i z i ng we are 
do i ng so . 

Dr El i zabeth Loftu s ,  an Assoc i ate 
Professor of P sychology at the U n i vers i ty 
of Wash i ngton i n  Seatt le ,  has demonstrated 
how alter i ng the semant i c  value of the word� 
i n  quest ions about a f ilmed auto acc ident 
causes w i tnesses to d i stort the i r  reports . 
(6) When w i tnesses were asked a quest ion 
u s i ng the word 'smashed' as opposed to 
'bumped' they gave h i gher estimates of 
speed and were more l ikely to report hav ing 
seen broken glas s  - although there was no 
broken glass .  

To summar i ze the i s sues i nvolved in 
quest ion type and structure of testimony , 
the not ion of cogn i t i ve set , defi ned in 
terms of the spec i f i c i ty of the quest ioning 
s i tuat ion , i s  a useful tool and also helps 
to illustrate the negat i ve correlat ion be­
tween accuracy and quant i ty of test imony . 
When g i v i ng unstructured testimony ( i . e . , 
free elaborat ion w i thout the use of any 
quest ion i ng )  the w i tness's cogn i t i ve set 
is under the least restra i nt ,  and w itnesses 



are l ike ly  to g i ve on ly test imony about 
wh i c h  they are somewhat certa i n ,  cau s 1 ng 
accuracy to be h i gh and quant i ty low .  As 
the quest ion i ng becomes more and more 
s pec i f i c ,  cog n i t i ve set becomes d i rected 
a�d n�rrow , accuracy decreases ,  and quan­
tlty 1ncreases . The stud i es i n  th i s  area 
i nd i cate , then , that the w i tness  shou l d  
f i rst be a l lowed to  report free ly ,  o r  i n  a 
contro l led narrat i ve fash ion . Th i s  free 
repo�t.can be �a l lowed by a ser ies of very 
spec 1 f 1 c  quest 1ons  so as to i ncrease the 
range or coverage of the w i tness's report . 
On the contrary , ask i ng s pec i f i c  quest ions 
before the narrat i ve can be dangerous 
because i nformat ion conta i ned in those 
quest ions can become a part of the free 
report , e�en when the i nformat ion i s  wrong . 
. Summ 1 ng up , the reported test imony -

v 1 z . ,  the UFO report - on wh i c h  we are 
bound to work i s  cond i t ioned by many facts 
that affect the observat ion and report i ng 
of an event , whose effect neverthe less  we 
aren't ab le  to quant i fy and est imate a 
poster ior i .  -

I t  1 s  e s sent i a l , therefore , that UFO 
i nves t i gators recogn i ze the factors that 
mi �ht i nf l uence how we l l  a person per­
celves ,  remembers  and reports an event.  

The purpose of th i s  paper is  to 
present an i n v i tat ion to probe the numerous 
p�ob lems i nvo l ved in dea l i ng w i th eye­
W l tnesses . 

Continued f rom page 7 
psyc�oana lys i s .  I n  part i c u l ar ,  a who le chap­
�er 1� dev?t:d to an ana l vs i s  of the manner 
1n wh 1 ch n1neteenth-century occu l t i st s  
he l ped or i g i nate the myth  of  the Jew i sh 
wor l d  consp i racy . 

On the ev i dence of these books i t  
w�u i d  �e unw i se t o  see the current pre­
d � lect l on of FSR for cons p i racy theor ies as  
s 1�p ly one of the vagaries  of  the present 
ed1tor . Rather , it seems to be another ex­
amp le of the way the I JFO has become ass­
oc i ated w i th many of the o l dest and most 
potent myths  and symbo l s .  

NOTES 
1 .  See , for i nstance , Roberts and G i l bert­

son; T�e Dark Gods ( Spearman , 1 980) . 
2. Jenny�naTeS;-rfie Strange Affa i r  of 

AP�N , MUF0R , ns3 : The U nmask i ng of a 
Man i n  B l ack , �AGON I A  6 .  
Another i nvest i gat ion wh i ch revea led an 
e l aborate and apparent ly  po i nt less hoax 
i s  descri bed in Vrobe 3 : 3 . 
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CH RISTMAS/NEW YEAR QUIZ. The Answers: 
La. Ivan Sanderson; b, Frank Scully (games 
for bed-ridden youngsters), c, Donald Kehoe; 
d, Charles Fort; e, John Michel. f, John 
Keel; g.Charles G ibbs-Smith; h. Hilary Evans. 
2. a, Desmond Leslie biffed Bernard Levin 
because he gave a bad review of Leslie's 
wife's play; b, Edward Condon; c. Donald 
Kehoe; d. Gordon Creighton; e. Ray Palmer. 
3.

_ 
a. Blue Books; b. Men in Black. 4. a, 

Dmo Krasped�n; b, Fred Crisman; c. Menger; 
d, Barney Hlll; e, Malcolm X. 5. Entities 
f rom 'Aenstria' contacted Arthur Shuttlewood 
by phone. He knew they were extraterrestrials 
?ecause he did not hear them putting money 
m!; b, 'Ash tar', a hoax by students who 
interrupted TV broadcasts in southern Eng­
land. They had done a similar hoax earlier 
when they clai med Idi Amin was taking 
ov�r the BBC!; 'Spring Heel Jack' was widely 
belleved to be the Marquis of Waterford. 

The winning entry was from Martin 
Kottmeyer, from Illinois, who showed a 
wide understanding of the byways of British 
ufology. He wins 2-year subscription to 
MAGONIA and a copy of John Rimmer's 
forthcoming book, The Evidence for Alien 
Abductions. 

-- -- ---
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LI!!IBS 

Dear Editor , 
I see t hat the frequent Ly pub Lished Row 

Jennings 1 961 photograph of aL Leged ba L L  
· 

Lightning is once more causing controversy 
and confusion (�GONIA 1 2 ,  page 1 0) .  Stuart 
Campb� L L  made a detai Led investigation of 
t he c�rcumstances of the taking of this 
photograph (pubLished in The British 
JournaL o.f Photography, 2J0ctober 1 981 ) 
and reached the conclusion that t he picture 
was n�t int ent iona L Ly faked by Jennings , 
but hs .fauLty camera had superimposed a 
trace of tight across t he fiLm after he 
had .finished taking his picture of a nor-
mat Lightning fLash and as he moved away 
from his bedroom window. It is my experi­
ence that such ' tazy ' camera shutters fre­
quent Ly produce these anomaLous Light effects 
and cause inexperienced photographers to 
ctaim art manner o.f psychic and atmospheric 
manifestations . 

In his tetter in MAGONIA 1 2 ,  PauL 
Devereux makes some erroneous assert ions 
regarding the photographic process which 
to the inexperienced wouLd appear to give 
authenticity to the Jennings bat t  Lightning 
claim. To prevent the confusion being even 
further compounded, I s hou ld Like to bring 
the facts to t he attention o.f MAGONIA 
readers . 

(1 ) Devereux says in effect that be­
cause the image of the houses , and te Le­
phone kiosk ,  are not b Lurred by movement , 
the trace o.f tight couLd not be caused by 
a moving camera. This is incorrect .  The 
reason is s impty that t he light source is 
hundreds of t imes brighter than the tight 
refLected from t he houses and the tight 
coming from the te Lephone kiosk.  According 
to Campbe ! t 's report (mentioned above ) , 
the photographer he Ld his camera against 
the window and opened the shutter on a 
t ime exposure, waiting for a .flash of 
Lightning. After he saw a ftash he c losed 
the shutter. Therefore , during the time 
exposure t he dimty lit houses and te Lephone 
k1:osk would have long enough to reg1:ster 
an 1"-mage on the film, and the brnUant 
street tanro woutd overexpose and cause an. 
area of '.ftare ' ,  which is what the victurq 

shows . When t he photographer moved his 
camera away .from the window , erroneous l l.i  
thinking t h e  shutter wa s  c losed, the 

· 

bri l l 1·ant street tamp was bright enough 
to cause a streak of tig�t to register on 
the fi lm , but everything e lse in the scene 
is so dimty Ut it could not imprint anw 
1:mage on the .film during the brief t ?:me 
available .  Campbe l t  makes t �e same voint 
1�n his artic Le.  Anyone with a camera which 
�as a ' ? ' setting on the shutter dial can 
try it for themseLves . AU photograoh1:c 
1"-mages are subject to a taw which can be 
expressed as : strength of photo image � 
intensity o.f subject i Hum1:nation x 
lengt h of exposure t ime . This means t�at � 
dimly lit object exposed for a long hme 

. wiU produce t he same strength o.f imape an 
the !'ilm as a bright Ly Ut objqct exvcsed 
for a short time . 

(2J  The perspective effect ,,.;1.":ch 
Devereux sees in the L?:ght trace ' s  a U L-e i 1; 
source of confusion , but it is a oroduct c F  
the same photographic effect a s  the confus­
ion deatt wit h  above. If the camera is moved 
rapidLy , the image of the intense tight 
source wi l t  register as a .faint and atten­
uated line , and when the camera is moved 
more s lowLy the tight wi t t  have a Longer 
time in which to a.ffect the film and wi l t  
therefore Leave a wider and brighter trace . 
This is supported by the visib le trace in 
the Picture : the straight , horizontal Lines 
of movement show a .faint , thinner image 
where the camera moved quickLy, and where 
the camera s lowed to change direction the 
image is brighter and wider. 

The pulses of light are caused by the 
alternat ing current of t he street tamp , 
pu lsing at 50 cycles pe� second. Studying 
the pictur•e , one can easi ty see where the 
regular pulses are 'stretched out ' where 
the camera moved rapidly , but 'crowd up 
ctose ' as the speed of camera movement 
s tows . Throughout the who te trace the 
tight puLses rema1:n hor1�zontal and 
para l Le l  to the Lip�t tube in the street 
Lamp , c tear ty 1:nd1·.cating that they are 

. images of this source of tight . By counting 
the number of pulses throughout the who le 
tr�ce one can estimate the length of time 
wh�ch the who le manoeuvre too k ,  which 
appears to be a Lit t le less than 2 seconn8 . 

So this apparent perspective effect 
of for•eshortening, fi'equent ty used by 
art ists to simulate three-dimensional soace , 
is in this case pure ly a photographic 
effect . Devereux has interpreted the pic i ur'" 
with  the eye of the creative art ist , but 
what is required here is the eye of the 
ana Lytical photographer. 



{J)  At the time o.f exposure there was 
c lear ly mains e lectricity in the area. I 
have checked with a te lephone engineer who 
�ssu�es �e t�at a l l  te leohone kiosk il lum­
�nat �on �s d�rect from the mains (the power 
.for the telephone �tse lf is quite indepen­
dent ) � and the te lephone kiosk in the pic­
t�re �s undoubtedly i l luminated. A lso , lit 
w1 n�ows �an be s�en in the row o.f houses ; 
an 1. Hum1-nated f�rst-.floor window in the 
�ark �rea on the right and the window 
�mmed�ate ly be low the light source . Another 
re leva�t po�nt is made in Ba l l  Lightning and 
Bead L�ghtn�ng: Extreme Forms � Atmosphern 
Electricity by James Dale Barry (Plenum 
�ess , 1 980) , who writes that 'Davies and 
Standler (Nature , 1 9 72)  ascertained from 
the Electricity Board t hat it (the street 
lamp) was in fact i l luminated at the t ime of 
�he recorded event ' ,  and that by photograph­
�ng a stre�t lamp Davies was ab le to repro­
duce the v�sua L  effect seen in the photo-
graph .  · 

Other points of int erest are that the 
photograph as pub Lished in Earth Lights is 
reversed when compared to the dayLight 
Photographs of the site reproduced with  
Campbe l l 's  art ic le , as  we l L  as  a L l  the 
ot her pub Lished reproductions . The best 
reproduct ion of it I have seen is on page 
41 o.f Photographs o.f the Unknown by Rickard 
and Ke l Ly ( 1 980) , a book which every 
Fortean must sure Ly possess , and which also 
contai�s ot�er interest ing photographs of 
ba l l  l�ghtn�ng and various ot her light 
traces . In this reproduct ion of the photo­
�aph the dark area down the right-hand 
s�de of the picture is very evident and is 
g�nera l Lu considered to be the out-of-focus 
.nde o.f the window frame . As the Lir:;ht 
trace goes riqht across this area it 
c�ea� ly indicates that this was produced 
w�t h�n the camera and was not something in 
the sk� record�d during the time expos�e . 

F�na l l y ,  �f this trace had been 
caused by ba L l  lightning, then it shows 
that the ba l l  lightning moved be low t he 
leve l of the roo;f'tops and down to the 
ground-.floor w1:ndow leve l be.fore moving up 
to 'earth ' itse lf on t he street Lamo . It-­
is genera L Ly stated t hat electricity finds 
the short est pat h  to eart h ,  but this does 
not seem to have happened in this case .  
A lso , I can .f1:nd no other record of ba L L  
L�ghtning which wa s  seen t o  have a regular 
L1.qht vuLse . Do any suclz records e:cist ? 

In view of t he several competent and 
1:ndependent reports on this photograph which 
have been pub l ished in t he past , a L L  o.f 
which show that the e.ffect was a resu Lt of 
camera maLfunct ion , it is sul"vrising that 
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i t  i s  st i L L  being presented a s  an exampLe 
of ba L L  Lightning. 

Yours faithfu L Ly 

Dear John , 

Co Lin Bard 
Montgomery , 
Powus 

Last night I rediscovered MAGONIA 1 1  
and reminded myseLf that many weeks ago I 
int ended to comment on t he 'BT ' debate . 

It 's a bit Late now but I wouLd Like 
to record how pLeased I was to read Ian 
Cresswe L L 's  response to A Lvin Lawson 's 
art ic Le . The Birth Trauma hypothesis seems 
to be based entire Ly on data which have 
suffered from intense subject ive va lidat ion . 
I Listened to Lawson present his ideas in 
London Last year and was appa l Led at the 
way he manipu Lated information to fit his 
theory . 

Lawson contends that his hypothesis is 
fa Lsifiab Le by finding UFO abduct ion des­
criptions which do not corre Late wit h  birth 
detaiLs as predicted. This is correct but I 
suggest he has not made the attempt because 
one of the s Lides shown at his taLk Listed 
detection o.f hoaxes as an abi Lity of the 
hypothesis . In other words , any resu Lts 
which do not fit his t heory a�e assumed to 
be due to hoaxes and t herefore ignored. I 
put t his point to Lawson and McCa L L  after 
the taLk but they did not accept it . 

I suggest that anyone who does not 
appreciate t hat such act ions render an 
argument non-fa Lsifiab Le deserves no 
credibi Lit y .  

Yours sincere Ly 

Dear John Rimmer , 

Dave Simpson 
West Ewe?. L ,  
. ')urreu 

With �eference to Jerome CLark 's 
art ic Le in MAGONIA 12 ent it Led 'Confessions 
of a Fortean sceptic ' :  

(a) 
.
May we at The UnexpLained bring 

the Cot t �ngley Fairy controve�sy up to 
date by pointing out that in our issue 1 1 7 
we pub lish the 'exc Lusive ' ,  'first ' ,  
'scoop ' interview with the two o Ld Ladies 

who perpetrated the originaL .fairy .fraud. 
And we have the tape on which they confess 
to it . 
. (�) Yet , curious Ly , severaL newspapers 

�nc Lud�ng The Times have carried an 
'exc Lusivel"'"(ibout t he confessions , and nat ­
ionaL and LocaL radio stations have a Lso 
made much o.f it aLL Yet we - a bes t -seHino 
part-work - have never heen qiven credit 

· 
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THE EARTHLIGHTS 

CONTROVERSY 

JOHN HARNEY 
REPLIES 

I n  the prev i ous i ssue of MAGON IA  
( No .  1 2 )  appeared a l ong letter from Pau l 
Devereux wh i ch was devoted to attack ing my 
rev iew of h i s  book Earth l i ghts ( EL )  wh i ch 
was pub l i shed i n  MA� � seems 
annoyed that h i s  work d i d  not i nsp ire me to 
wr i te pages of gush i ng prose in fu l some 
pra i se of i t .  However , he more than makes 
up for my 'bored and d i smi s s i ve' rev iew i n  
h i s  letter . I t s  b l udgeon i ng ,  rhetor i c a l  
sty le may make i t  a good read b ut  I hardly 
th i nk that it w i l l  conv i nce many of our 
readers . Let me exam i ne a few of the points 
he ra i ses . 

He says that the UFO study can be d i v ­
i ded into two h a l ves : ' the core phenom-
enon wh i ch i s  actua l l y w i tnessed in the 
sk ies ' and the 'v i s i onary , psycho l og i cal 
and soc i o l og i ca l  aspects ' .  The phenomena 
wh i ch are seen i n  the skies have var i ous 
causes ( see , for examp le The UFO Handbook 
( 1 ) ) , but Devereux i ns i sts-thar-they are 
' somehow tecton i ca l ly produced ' .  No doubt 
some of them are . Those myster ious phenom­
ena known as 'earthquake l i ghts' are at 
present be ing  subjected to sc ient if i c  in­
vest i gat i on w i th the object of d i scover ing 
how they are generated . However , i n  a recent 
paper it i s  stated that such l i ghts are 
seen on ly i n  assoc i at i on w i th strong earth­
quakes and the authors  c i te a study by 
C h inese researchers who have found that 
most occurrences are assoc i ated w i th earth­
quakes of magni tude 7 or greater and none 
w i th earthquakes of magn i tude less than 5 .  
( 2) Devereux , though , c l a ims that some-
what s imi l ar phenomena occur on a sma ller 
sca le even i n  the Bri t i sh I s les and gen­
era l ly not assoc i ated w i th any not i ceable 
se i sm i c  act i v i ty .  I t  seems that the k inds 



of UFOs he d i scusses occur near geo log i ca l 
fau l ts  - any fau l t s ,  not j ust act i ve fau l ts. 
He te l l s us that h i s  theory i s  unfo l ded 
pr imar i ly in Chapter 7, so let me exami ne 
that chapter for accuracy of statement 
and cogency of argument . 

I t  beg i ns w i t h  an account of a study 
of Lei cestersh i re w i t h  the purpose of 
see i ng if there were any corre lat ions be­
tween ' the d i str i but ion of o l d  stones , 
meteoro log i c a l  and se i smic  phenomena , the 
i nc i dence of UFOs , a l leged paranorma l 
events and geo log i c a l  features of the 
l a ndscape ' .  (EL , p. 1 69 )  Accounts of these 
phenomena , go i ng back as far as 1 580 , were 
extracted from ' the records ' ,  these records 
not be i ng spec i f ied . From h i s  comments i t  
i s  obv ious that h e  takes these accounts 
l i tera l l y ,  w i thout any thought of who 
or i g i na l ly wrote them , for what purposes 
or under what c i rcumstances. Devereux 
accuses me of ' s loppy ufo l ogy ' but he i s  
obv ious ly gu i l ty here of s loppy h i story. 
Let us look at an examp le. 
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He  quotes from an account of  a v io­
lent thunderstorm w i th ha i l ,  wh i ch occurred 
at Markf ie l d  on 7 September 1 659 , and wh i ch 
he attr i butes to S i r  George Booth. Th i s  
account i s  wr i tten i n  a rather extravagant 
sty le  wh i ch descr i bes  the ha i l as  bei ng 
of the form of ' ha l bert s ,  swords and daggers ' 
and the thunder as the sound of muskets be i ng 
d i scharged. Devereux conc l udes the descr i p­
t ion of th i s  i nc i dent by remarki ng: ' Some­
how or other , wh i le i n  format ion , some of 
the ha i l stones were ob l i ged to fo l low a 
b l uepr i nt that must have come from the human 
mi nd. '  

When I read th i s  account three re l ated 
quest ions occurred to me: Why were mi l i tary 
metaphors emp loyed? What other.events we�e 
happen i ng i n  Eng l and at that t1me? Wa� S 1 r  
George Booth i nvo l ved i n  them? After lnten­
s i ve research in my loca l  l i brary , l ast i ng 
a l l of ten mi nutes , I had the re levant 
fact s .  ( 3) S i r  George Booth ( 1 622-84 ) was 
i nvo l ved in a p lot for the restoration of 
Char les I I  and the r i s i ng wh i c h  he organ­
i zed took p l ace in August 1 659 . H i s  forces 
were defeated and he attempted to escape 
but was captured , dressed as a woman ,  at 
Newport Pagne l l and taken to the Tower : 
A l though the r i s i ng was an apparent fal l ­
ure i t  d i d  hasten the restorat ion o f  the 
monarchy ( 1 660) and Booth , i nstead of 
los i ng h i s  head , was made a baron , tak i nr 
the t i t le of Lord De l amere. 

What has  a l l th i s  got to do w i th a 
storm at Markf ie l d? We l l ,  the i nc i dent of 
Booth ' s  capture was the subject of some 
scurr i lous verses ent i t led ' The Last  
Observations of S ir  George Booth ' appended 
to an account of ' The Dreadfu l  and Most 

Prod i g ious Tempest  at Markf ie l d  i n  
Lei cestersh i re ' . So the account o f  the 
storm was not wri tten by S i r  George Booth 
but was wr i tten about nTm and the events he 
was i nvo l ved i n ,-wnleh exp l a i ns the mi l i t­
ary metaphors wh i ch Devereux wou l d  appar­
ent ly  have u s  take l i tera l ly. 

Why does Devereux remark that the ha i l ­
stones i n  the Markf ie l d  storm must have 
been shaped by the i nf l uence of human mi nds? 
We l l ,  th i s  obv ious ly refers to the crank­
iest of the various themes wh ich  are deve l ­
oped i n  EL. Th i s  i dea - that the substance 
wh i ch forms the UFO phenomenon i s  d i rect ly 
man i p u l ated by the human mi nd - is deve loped 
in Chapter 8. It seems that UFO mater i a l  i s  
' a  very sen s i t i ve energy form ' and that 
i nformation is transmi tted to it by the 
observer ' by the proces s  we ca l l  " psycho­
k i nes i s "  I PK )  - the act ion of the mi nd- bra i n  
o n  externa l matter ' .  P K ,  of course ,  i s  that 
mysterious power wh ich  bends spoons ,  etc. , 
but many peo�le have other words for i t ,  
such a s  ' fraud ' o r  ' s le i ght-of- hand ' .  
Devereux a s serts that : ' Pract ica l mag i c i ans 
deve lop the i r  PK expert i se by concentrat i ng 
on a cand le f l ame , as th i s  i s  matter i n  a 
part i cu lar ly  tenuous state s uscept i b le to 
subt le  i nf l uences ' .  Th i s  i s  rubb i sh. Prac­
t i c a l  mag i c i ans do not ach ieve the i r  res ­
u l ts  by  us i ng PK ,  b ut  by  spend i ng many 
hours pract i s i ng each tr i ck unt i l  they can 
perform it so smooth ly  and ski l fu l ly as  to 
dece i ve even the most observant members of 
the i r  aud iences . Chapter 8 goes on to dev­
e lop the PK and re lated i deas in a somewhat 
i ncoherent fash ion , w i th a lot of guff 
about e lectromagnet i c  f ie l ds , leve l s  of 
consc iousnes s ,  the mus i ng s  of C G Jung , 
and so on. 

It seems that Devereux ' s  the s i s about 
the human m i nd ' s i nteract ion w i th the UFO 
' mater i a l ' i s  the centra l i dea of h i s  
book , for w i thout i t  there wou l d  be noth i ng 
spec i a l  about sei smi ca l ly generated phenom­
ena as a pr i nc i pa l  cause of unexp l a i ned UFO 
reports. 

To return to Chapter 7 - on h i s  map of 
Le i cestersh i re ,  Devereux p lotted ' except io­
na l '  or ' abnorma l '  meteoro log i ca l  events. 
As he does not defi ne prec i se ly  what he 
means by an abnorma l meteoro log i ca l event,  
he is  thus free to p lot them anywhere he 
l ikes and he f i nds that these events are 
re l ated to fau l t i ng. He spec u l ates that 
' fau l t  areas somehow i nterfere w i th the 
norma l cyc les of the atmosphere ' and that 
' i t cou l d  be the unusu a l  e lectromagnet i c  
f ie l ds a n d  anoma l ies s urround i ng areas of 
tecton i c  d i sturbance and m i nera l depos i t s  
that affect the atmospher i c  processes , 
perhaps through the cata lyz i ng effects of 
so lar and l unar infl uence ' . How ' s that for 

pseudo- sc ient i f i c  gobbledygook! I wou l d  
specu l ate that i t  cou l d  be that Devereux 
doesn ' t  know anyth i ng about meteoro logy 
and i s  too busy p lott i ng var ious  unre l ated 
and unquant i f ied observat ions on h i s  maps 
to have t ime to f i nd out from one of the 
many exce l lent bas i c  texts on the subject ,  
so  he  just makes i t  up as  he  goes a long . 
I t  i sn ' t geo logy wh ich  affects  the loca l 
weather , but topography. Th i s  wi l l  have 
some effect on the d i stri but ion of 
thunderstorms and the i r  apparent d i str i b­
ut ion w i l l  a l so be re l ated to the d i str i b­
ut ion of popu l at ion and the d i stri but ion of 
weather observ i ng stat ion s .  V io lent storms 
are often h i gh ly loca l i zed , so some of 
these may not be recorded if they occur i n  
sparse ly popu l ated areas. 

I had i ntended to wr i te a longer 
art i c le about EL but many of the po i nts  I 
wou l d  have ra i sed have a l ready been d i s­
cussed at some length between Devereux and 
rev iewers of h i s  book in var ious  other 
Rr i t i sh UFO journa l s. The quest i on of the 
' ba l l l i ghtning '  photograph i s  very ab ly 
dea l t  w i th by Co l i n Bord e l sewhere i n  th i s  
i s sue ,  so I need make no further comments 
on i t. As for the pos s i b i l i ty that some 
UFO events are caused by geophys i c a l  
act i v i ty ,  th i s  seems to  me to  be worth 
further i nvest i gation and Oevereux assures 
us that such work i s  actua l ly be i ng carr ied 
out by the Dragon Project and the Ga i a  
Programme. I hope that  the i r  f i nd i ngs , as  
they are pub l i shed , wi l l  show a more 
restra i ned and r i gorous approach to the 
ev i dence ,  and w i l l  eschew such nonsense as  
' PK '  and other pseudo- sc i ent i f i c  not ions. 
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BOOKS 
RANDLES ,  .Jen:1y. The Penn i ne UFO Mystery. 

Frogmore: Granada , 1 983 . £ 1 . 50 

Th i s  book i s  an account of MUFORA ' s  
i nvest igat ions i nto the A l an Godfrey 
' abduct ion ' case and other UFO exper iences 
in the Penn i ne area . Most of these cases 
are to l d  in i nsuff i c ient deta i l  for any 
conc l us ion to be reached , and the best onP. 
can say is ' i nterest i ng if true ' ( though 
w i th many of them ' bor i ng if true ' may be 
the more apt phrase ).  As a work of enter­
ta i nment it i s  qu i te good,  and Jenny ' s 
wr i t i ng sty le has  improved though it now 
resemb les  that of Arthur Shutt lewood i n  
p l aces . 

As a contr i but ion to ser ious UFO 
research ,  however , i t  i s  ser ious ly de­
f i c ient and i n  parts i s  gros s ly counter­
product i ve. The open i ng chapter is an 
account of the death of Mr Z i gmund 
Adamsk i , a coa l m i ner of Po l i sh or igin, who 
d i sappeared from home wh i 1 e suffer ing from 
depress ion after not gett i ng ��r ly ret ire­
ment , and who was found dead on a coa l t i p  
by Toct�orden ra i lway station f i ve days 
l ater. Th i s  has  been l i nked to the UFO myt h  
i n  var ious subt le ways. Of  course , Jenny 
doesn ' t  say d i rect ly there was a connection ; 
she uses the s ubt le i nnuendo of the ' Of 
course I ' m not say i ng Mr F i gg i s  murdered 
h i s  w i fe ,  and i t ' s probah ly a l l co inc i dence 
but - · v�riety. Jenny ca l l s these i nnuendos 
' pseudo- c l ues ' I Note the neat way of avo i d­
i ng respon s i b i l i ty ) .  One of these pseudo­
c l ues drags on the Scor i ton story and we 
get: ' The per iods between the Mantel l death, 
the �eorge Adamsk i death and the Z i gmund 



�damsk " death are a lmost equa l - s i xteen 
years and a coup le  of months in each case . 

' 7  January 1 948 Thomas Mante l l  p l unged 
out of the sky in �entucky USA . H i s  body was 
burnt and mut i l ated . 

' 7  June 1 964 l s i c )  Edward Bryant 
c l a i ms he saw a UFO over Scor i ton . It l eft 
burn mark s on the ground . Th i s  l ed to h im  
report i ng t he  i nc i dent a nd  h i s  c l a imed con­
tact w i th " Yamsk i "  s i x  week s ear l i er .  

' 9  June 1 980 Mrs Lott i e  Adamsk i ca l led 
to report that her husband Z i gmund had d i s­
appeared . He was to be found w i th strange 
'1urn mark s . ' ( pp 25-26 )  
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Just one  prob l em w i th th i s  ' co i nc i dence ' .  
r,eorge Adamsk i d i ed o� 23 Apr i l 1 96� and 
Sryant c l a imed that h 1 s  encounter w 1 th 
Yamsk i took p l ace on 24 Apr i l 1 96� and the 
second case on 7 June 1 965 . I l eave i t  to 
the reader ' s  imag i nat i on whether th i s  con­
ven i ent error was just care l es sness or 
someth i ng e l se .  E l sewhere l p .  1 72 1  ref­
erence is made to Or Rertho l d  Schwarz and 
Or ,lames Harder , ' two Amer i can psych i a­
tr i sts ' . Or Schwarz i s  i ndeed a psyc h i a­
tr i st ,  but Dr Harder i s  a ' professor of 
hydrau l i c engi neP.r i ng ' and i s  concerned 
� i th the deve l opment of art i f i c i a l  i n-
terna l organs ( b i ography from Story ' s 
:ncyc l oped i a  o f  UFOs ) .  A few pages o n  we 
have ' Seemi ngTY one of the f i rst C�4s of 
the present century was d i scovered by 
Janet and Co l i n Bord i n  the course of the i r  
fo l k l ore research ' .  Actua l ly l as Janet and 
Co l i n  make c l ear in the i r  FSR art i c l e )  the 
s�ory, that of the fa i ry boat of Muck , 
comes from A A .�·1acgregor ' s Red F i re F 1 ame 
and wa s f i rst oub l i shed i n  a UFO context by 
John M i che l l i n  h i s  1 967  book � Saucer 
V i s i on .  --There i s  throughout the book a re 1 i ance 
on strange co i nc i rlences t an obses s i on w i th 
Jenny l and a w i l l i ngness to take the w i l der 
fantas ies  of some teenage UFO buffs at face 
va l ue .  When we get Pau l Bennett ( see N i ge l 
: .Jatson ' s  art i c l es i n  MUFOR ) potrayed as a 
ser i ou s  UFO researcher I for one start to 
�et very worr ied .  

The  major i nterest for the  ser i ous UFO 
researcher must be the account of the A l an 
Godfrey abduct i on case . Here the author 
Qresented one of the psych i atr i sts  who i n­
vest i gated the case w i th qu i te a d i lemma . 
Hav i ng gone out on a l imb and estab l i shed a 
profess i ona l reputat i on for the regress i on 
of rape v i ct ims on beha l f  of the po l ice and 
be i ng adamant that ' i nformat ion he has ob­
ta i ned has l ed to the capture of rap i st s ,  
who are prosecuted on the bas i s  o f  other 
ev i dence ' , he was faced w i th hav i ng to say ,  
i n  t h e  oresence o f  a sen i or po l i ce off i cer 
anrl a 1 a\·•yer , whether an i ncred i b 1 e story 
to l d  under regre s s i on was true . He sa i d :  

' Why comp l i cate th i ngs? I t  i s  s imp l er to 
be l i eve he is te l l i ng what happened ' .  
Qu ite .  

Un less  l arge parts of  the  regress i on 
have been omi tted , i t  wou ld  appear that 
important c l ues have been mi s sed . Godfrey 
sa i d  consc i ous ly that he i s  not afra id  of 
dog s ,  yet u nder regres s i on says that there 
is a b l ack dog l i ke an A l sat i an in the 
' exami nat i on room ' , and in another ��ss ion  
makes  an apparent ly i rre levant comment : ' I  
don ' t  l i ke dogs ' . He a l so remembers a h i gh­
way ha l l uc i na t i on �f runn i ng down a woman 
and a dog , accompan i ed by a t ime l o s s ,  and 
c l a ims that a l l  the dogs h i s  fami ly have 
owned have ' gone crackers ' ,  and that h i s  
future w i fe once saw the ghost of a b l ack 
L abrador ( a  former pet ) in h i s  house.  
These seem important c l ues to me , and I 
�ou l d  have thought that th i s  was a l i ne the 
hypnot ; st shou l d  have pursued . 

Jenny makes a major point that UFO 
perc i p i ents have had a l l  sorts of other 
strange exper i ences . I don ' t  doubt th i s ,  but 
suspect that a great many peop l e  have had 
' paranorma l ' exper iences , and on ly  d i scuss  
them w i th sympathet i c  peop l e .  

I n  chapter 1 7 ,  Conc l u s i on s ,  Jenny s ugg­
ests that some of the Penni ne exper i ences 
have been generated by earth l i ghts ( a  l a  
Pers i nger and Devereux ) . Th i s  may o r  may not 
be true, but she prov i des no conv i nc i ng ,  
reasoned tra in of ev idence . I ndeed , a few 
pages ear l i er on she was quot i ng severa l 
wi tnesses a s  be i ng con v i nced that they had 
seen rea l phys i ca l  craft . In some of these 
cases strange objects  were seen at c l ose 
quarters but cou l d  not be photographed , 
suggest i ng that they were ha l l uc i natory . 
I t  i s  probab ly impos s i b l e  to conv i nce w i t­
nesses of th i s ,  ow i ng to the negat i ve con­
notati ons of the word , and the assumpt i on 
that an h a l l uc i nat i on i s  some sort of neb­
u l ous menta l image rather than a qua s i ­
sensory percept i on i nd i st i ngu i shab l e  from a 
rea l sensory percept i o n .  

Jenny has  t he  i nterest i ng i dea that 
mi s i dent i f i cat ions can l ead to an a l tered 
state of consc iousness in wh i ch one has 
access to the ' UFO mes sage ' . What a p i ty 
that th i s  i s  a l l  hedged about w i th vague 
ta l k  of ' cosm ic  commun icat i on s ' ,  etc . , and 
apoca lypt i c  forebod i ngs . · 

Unfortunate ly,  the sensat i ona l tone and 
ramb l i ng structure of the book l arge ly pre­
c l ude tak i ng it ser i ou s ly .  I hope Jenny w i l l  
not p lead the i nnocent i n  the hands of the 
nasty cap ita l i st pub l i shers aga i n .  She must 
dec i de whether she w i shes to be a ser i ou s  
i nvest i gator or  popu lar wr i ter ; s he  cannot 
be both . 

- PR 

j _ I 
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BASTERF I EL D ,  Ke i th . C l ose Encounters 2f � 
Austra l i an K i nd :  UFOs the 1iage 
hypothes 1 s , -rnc 1 uding � � cata l ogue 
of s 1ght 1 ngs . Sydney, Reed,  1 931 .  
£4 . 15 

Bas i ca l ly an expans i on of Ke ith ��ster­
f ie l d ' s  art i c l es on the image hypothes 1 s  
( pub l i shed i n  MUFOB under the t i t l e  ' S�range 
awaken i ngs ' ) ,  th i s  book is a _ usefu l �r 1 e� 
i ntroduct ion  to some of the 1 deas wh 1 ch l n­
f l uence the ' new ufo l ogy ' . The edi tors of 
MAGON IA had been spec u l at i ng a l ong these 
l i nes for some t ime , and were p leased to see 
how Keith  Basterf i e l d  had come to s imi l ar 
conc l us i on s  by a tota l ly separate route . 

The ear ly  chapters g i ve a h i story of 
Basterf i e l d ' s  i nvo l vement w i th ufo l ogy, and 
the ease w i th wh ich  the ' best ev i dence ' can 
fa l l  apart . He is c lear ly  scept i c a l  about 
' phys i c a l  ev i dence ' and such matters as  the 
New Zea l and f i lm. The refusa l of reputab l e  
Austra l ia n  ufo l og i st s  to take some of  the 
c l a ims for th i s  f i lm  at face va l ue i s  
s i g n i f i cant i n  i tse l f  - perhaps they k now 
a th i ng or two ! 

The who l e  f i e l d  of imagery and ha l l ­
uc i nat i on i s  sad ly  neg lected . Desp i te the 
ev i dence of the commonness  of these ex­
per iences , some academ ic  psycho l og i sts  st i l l  
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I wi sh  to regard anyone who has had an ha l l uc­
i nat ion as  ' mad ' , and many laboratory-

' tra i ned psycho l og i sts  are sti l l  too busy 
g i v i ng e lectr i c  shock s to rats to have much  
t ime to  devote to subject i ve human 
exper ience . 

I There i s  a usefu l cata logue of Aust-
ra l i an s i ght i ngs . My ma i n  comp l a i nt abcut 
th i s  book ( apart from the absurd ly  i nf l ate� 
pr i ce )  is that i t  is far too short and 

1 hurr i ed to do just i ce to the theme . A book 
1 about three t i mes the length of th i s  one i s  
ca l l ed for . - PR 

FOGARTY , Quent i n .  Let ' s � they' re 
fr i end l, ! The remarkable sto\1 beh ind 
��e wor d ' s  f i rst verif 1ed f1 m 
ericoUrit'er'W it  h � un 1 dent 1 f 'le'd f..!1i!!9 
object . London , Angus and Robertson , 
1 983 . £4 . 95 

Th i s  book dea l s  less w ith Fogarty ' s �FQ 
exper i ence than w i th the mutua l back - stabb i ng 
and copyr i ght wrang les wh i ch went on after­
wards .  These suggest that r i ght from the 
start money rather than sc i ence was a ma i n  
mot i vator beh i nd the part i c i pant s .  

A great dea l i s  made by  author and  pub­
l i sher of the f i lm ' s endorsement by N I CAP . 
Th i s  i s  rather less  impress i ve i f  one re-
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ca l l s that � I CAP had by 1 978 no connect i on 
w i th ser i ous UFO research , most of i t s  lead­
i ng members hav i ng left severa l years before , 
and that ear l i er i n  the year its  D i rector 
had happ i ly so l d  i t s  ma i l i ng l i st to a 
branch of Canad ian  neo-Naz i s .  For a near­
ban�rupt she l l of an organ i zat ion ,  Channe l 
O ' s na i ve trust and the res u l t i ng ba l lyhoo 
must have seemed a godsend . 

�xact ly what wou l d  have happened if  
the f 1 lm  had  been pssed to ser ious Aust­
ra l i an ufo l ogi sts l i ke Ke ith  Basterf i e l d  
a n d  B i l l  Cha l ker i s  d i ff i c u l t  to answer . 
Perhaps not a def i n i te answer , but a 
reasoned debate one suspects .  

The troub l e  w i th th i s  case i s  that a s  
u sua l ' be l i evers ' and ' scept i c s ' shout abuse 
at one another ( and no one who reads the 
contr i but i on s  of P h i l K l a s s  and a certa i n  
Robert Lan i gan-O ' Keeffe can doubt that there 
are crank s and w i l d  pub l i c i ty- see�ers among 
the scept i c s  too ! ) and everyone sees in the 
f i lm what they want to see . I s t i l l  have no 
i dea what appears on that f i lm ,  and th i s  
book l eads me n o  further forward . - PR 

DE M I LL E ,  R i chard ( ed i tor ) . The Don Juan 
Papers : Further Ca steneaa-controver­
s i e s .  Santa 8arbara , Ross-Er l k son , 
1 980 . $8 . 95 

Th i s  mas s i ve and impres s i ve l i st of 
essays dea l s  w i t h  far more than Castaneda , 
as i t  covers the nature of know l edge , the 
eth i c s  of soc i o l ogy , the c i rcumstances i n  
wh i ch the s c i ent i f i c  commun i ty c l oses rank s 
to protect i t s  own .  Most of the essays w i l l  
be of great re l evance and prof i t  to MAGON I A  
readers .  T h e  d i scus s i on s  o f  the concepts of 
authent i c i ty and va l i d i ty ,  the re l at i onsh i p  
o f  sc i ence t o  re l i g ion ,  and the l im i t s  of 
re l at i v i sm are espec i a l ly  important . An 
exce l l ent wr i t i ng sty l e  he l ps con s i derab ly .  

- PR  

HAYNES , Renee . The  Soc i ety for P sych i ca l  
Research 1 882 - 1 982 L � hTStory .  
London , Macdonald , 1 982. £7 . 95 

The worst k i nd of ' off i c i a l ' h i story i s  
that wh i ch te l l s you noth i ng and wh i ch pre­
sents far too many peop l e  as  p l aster sa i nts . 
H i stor i ca l  controversy after h i stor i ca l  
controversy i s  e i ther i gnored comp l etely or 
swept under the carpet in a few l i ne s .  The 
reason i s  that far too many leaders of the 
SPR see that organ i zat i on as  a sort of 
V i ctor i ana apprec i a t i on soc iety , and have 
no w i sh to cr i t i ca l ly exam i ne the i r  past , 
or to promote new research . 

After l OO years the SPR i s  no further 

�orw�rd i n  gett i ng genera l acceptance for 
1 t s  1 deas , and s t i l l  presents the appear­
ance o� an age i ng defens i ve i n-group .  

M 1 ss Haynes attack s t he  SPR  d i s s i dents 
who formed ASSAP for the i r  l ack of cr i t i ca l  
s p i r i t .  I t  i s  sad ly true that many ruewi:lers 
of ASSAP seem uncr i t ica l and na i ve but 
then th i s  book is not noted for i t; cr i t i ­
c� l �p i r i t .  However , M i ss Hayes not on ly 
d 1 s l 1 kes  popu lar i zers , she a l so d i s l i kes 
academi c s ;  � n fact she wou l d  rea l ly l i ke the SPR to rema 1 n  an upper m i dd l e  c l ass  tea­
room set ,  from wh ich  exorb i tant subscr i p­
t i on s  keep out the l ower orders who not 
shar i ng the i r  ' sense of honour ' m i ght 
actua l ly cheat !  I s  i t  too unk i nd to suggest that , had he so w i shed , Anthony B l unt wou l d  have had n o  d i ff i cu l ty i n  enter ing the 
SPR ' s charmed c i rc l e? 

To be fa i r  one must say that the SPR has a lways had more faces than the one 
presented by M i s s  Haye s ,  and has been i l l ­
ser�ed i n  th � s ' h i story ' wh ich can on ly 
enr 1 ch scept 1 c s  in the i r  prejud i ces . 

- PR 

BARKER , Gray l comp i ler )  A UFO Gu i de � 
· Fate ' . Saucer i an PreS'S':"" T98'l 

Th i s  i nva l uab le  comp i l at i on i s  a com­
prehens i ve i ndex to UFO- or i entated art i c les  
pub l i shed i n  Fate magaz i ne from its  beg i nn­
i ng in 1 948 up to the end of 1 980 , and must 
represent the cu lm i nat i on of a great dea l 
of hard work . The or i g i na l l i st i ngs have 
been computer i zed , so that a vari �ty of 
pr i ntouts can be produced arrang i ng the 
data in d i fferent formats . Th i s  a l lows the 
i ndex to be used in a number of very use­
fu l ways . For examp l e ,  l i sts  are prov i ded 
of art i c les  arranged chrono log i ca l ly from 
the ear l iest  to the l atest . Th i s  i s  part­
icu l ar ly usefu l in demonstrat i ng the dev­
e l opment of UFO l i terature . It i s  i nterest­
i ng to note , for i nstance , that the l ast 
use of the phrase ' f ly i ng saucer ' in a Fate 
t i t l e  was in January 1 963 , just before � 
appearance of the f i rst abduct ion  report i n  
June o f  the same year . 

Other l i sts  g i ve a l phabet i ca l  arrange­
ments by author , subject and t i t l e ,  as  we l l  
as  samp l e  l i st i ngs of photograph s ,  i l l u s­
trat i on s  and ' typ ica l '  advert i sements .  

I n  a l l a we l l - produced and usefu l  com­
p i l at i on that w i l l  be of great va l ue to a l l  
ser i ous researchers w i s h i ng to access  one 
of the key sources of UFO i nformat ion ,  w i th 
the added bonus of an i nformat i ve and 
humorous i ntroduct i on to each sect i on by 
Gray Barker . 

- JR 
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