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� and more importantly to Magonia's readers , 
it signals the ultimate collapse of Flying_ 
Saucer Review as a serious UFO journal. 
No journal espousing the bizarre beliefs 
that are now emanating from its pages 
can be considered worthy to be the literary 
flap,ship of British ufology. From now on, 
it seems, it will be of interest largely to 
paranoid cultists, conspiracy-mongers, and 
students of fringe literature. 

No douht this Editorial will itself 
�·e seen as part of thE' 'conspiracy' - unfort­
unately I do not seem to be receiving gener­
ous donations from the CIA, the llluminati, 
the Freemasons or the Elementals! 

· 

1t is sad to see a once influential 
Journal like FSR in its decline. Too many 
good UFO magazines have closed down 
over the last few years. They are missed, 
and it

. 
gives us no great cause for gloating 

to realtse that the mantle of Britain's major, 
serious, independent UFO journal now falls 
on the shoulders of Magonin. J.R. 

EDITORIAL 
NOTES 

rB 
1\ remarkable letter and an even more r('­
markable editorial response- appe:'lrs in the 
latest issue of Flying Saucer Review. We 
have co�lmented earlier 

\MagOOia-.1) on 
FSR Edttor Gordon Creighton's peculiar 
belief in a conspiracy to remove UFO books 
from the shelves of public libraries. Now 
an FSR reader seems to have hacf some 
problems in finding books on the shelves 
of her local library, and launches in t C\ the 
a�tack. In �is rep

.
ly, Gordon Creighton rep�ats 

hts allegattons, m more specific form. lie 
claims that librarians have received direct 
instructions from some unspecified (but 
presumably governmental) authority to pre­
vent the public from gaining access to uro 
books. He claims that librarians deliberatf'ly 
misl�ad the public by maintaininR catalogue 
entnes for UFO books which they do not 
have in stock, presumably in order to cover 
up their nefarious activities. He alleges 
that librarians deliberately obstruct pP.ople 
who order UFO books by forcing them to 
wait an inordinate length of time before 
providing the book concerned. 

J am a senior librarian workin� in 
the laq�est borough in London. I have worked 
for over twenty }'ears in Jibrar i,.s, including 
one of the largest municipal systems in 
Britain. For more than ten years 1 have 
been personally responsible for selecting 
the bool<stock for a number of librari�s, 
large and small. In all this time it has never 
beE"n hinted, whispf!red, rumoured, pr order�d 
that I should in any way limit the numhers 
of UFO books that I choose for stock. lt 
is c�rtainly true that

. 
you will find catalop,uc 

entnes for books whtch are no longer avail­
able, probably because they have been stol('n. 
�ook 

. 
theft is a serious problem in many 

hbranes, and unfortunately ufolop,ists set>tn 
to be as guilty as the rest. 

Gordon Creighton's ludicrous allegations 
could be dismissed with a patronising smile, 
but for two things. l ibrarians are very 
concerned about attempts to suppress books, 
whether by 'moral crusaders', religious 
bigots or political fanatics, and an allf.'gation 
such as Creighton makes is a serious slur 
on our prof('ssional reputation. f'ut secondly, 
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The breakthrough of the 
psycho-sac ioJog icaJ hypothesis 

in French ufoJogy 

THE RISING AND THE LIMITS 
OF A DOUBT 

Jacques Scorneaux 

OVER TilE past few years a growing number of French ufologists have become 
increasingly doubtful about the existence of UFOs as a genuinely original 
physical phenomenon. I should like to analyse briefly the origins anc.J limits 
of this doubt. 

The first French ufologist to have said 
11the emperor has no clothes'' was Michel 
Monnerie, in two hotly debated books. [I] 
I le was until then a very classical ufologist, 
and a member of the editorial board of ' 
Lu.mier�s dans la Nuit, the lead ing ufo mag­
aztne In rrance, from which post he was 
fired after publication of his second book. 
Monnerie's reasons for doubting can be 
summarized in two ntain arguments: 
J. The non -spccif ici ty of the residue 
of unexplained cases - in other words the 
lack of distinction between explained and 
unexplained cases: exactly the sa111e patterns 
and the same characteristics appear in 
both sets or cases. Indeed, cases with typical 
uro effects have been explained : electro­
rna�n<'tic effects, l anding traces, humanoids, 
effects on animals, physiological effects, 
etc. I personally have investigated with 
friends a case wh ich involved two witnesses, 
a 

.
burnt tracP. ir� .

a field and a l •owling dog -� - lt was the rtstng moon! The unexplained 
cases have !'-2. unique peculiarit ies. 
2. Tht> continuity between the trivial · 
and the ex tra.ordinary: for any phenomenon 
it is pos�ihle to define a set of median , 
or must prohable characteristi cs (for size, 
colour, speed, etc.). But all these paramaters 
are dis tr ibu ted about the median, amf some­
tirnes the appearance of a phenomenon 
is verv far from the median, because of 
the inherant variab i lity of the phenomenon, 

because of bad sighting conrli lions or misrep­
resentation by the witness. 1t follows that 
the further the characteristics are from 
the median, the less will people be able 
to recognise the true nature of the phenom­
enon. For Monnerie, UFOs are situated 
at the ends of the distribution function, 
at the ends of a be ll-shaped curve. They 
are thus 'fringe phenomena ' of a larger 
set of phenomena, but their peripheral 
location is not perceived as such because 
ufologists remove the more central part 
of the curve, where the less strange phenom­
ena are identified by the witnesses them­
selves or by the field investigators. Ufolo­
gists, Monnerle says, arbitrarily call the 
minor misinterpretations 'false UFOs' and 
the major ones 'true UFOs', and do not 
realise that there is a perfect continuity 
between the two series, and that the differ­
ence between them is of degree not o{ 
nature. 

But by what process does a well­
balanced pt>rson (even sceptical ufologists . 
accept that psychological cases are rare) 
interpret an unrecoguised phenomenon as 
a high str angeness UFO? According to Mon­
nerie, when there is a lessening of attention 

�)r if the witness becomes anxious, he lives 
Ill a sort of rlaydream. He distorts the obser­
ved phenomenon and transposes it through 
the unconscious influence of a rumour or 
myth. One of the great myths of our ti111e, 



Monnf'rie says, i� the extraterr('strial con­
-ept, becaw:e it i� �o well suited to our 
scientific and ter.hno lo�ical civilization. 
But it must be ernphasi�ed that this lj'pe 
of serious misinterpretation Is not patholog­
Ical, and can happen to anyone. !\ physical 
support, a real object which Is not identified, 
is always necessary! it Is not a perception 
without object, it is not an hallucination. 

Monnerie's hypothesis was not exactly 
welcomed by French ufologists. But now, 
some years later, the situation has markedly 
changed. Why? Jt happened that as time 
went by an Increasing number of allegedly 
"hard" cases - great "classics" of ufology -
have been explained, not by sceptics, but 

by ufologists themselves. Let's quote some 
examples! the well-know Leroy, Kansas, 
"calfnapping" ca-;e of 1897 has been explained 
by Jerome Clark as a hoax (2]; the famous 
photograph from Salem, Massachussetts, 
1952 has been explained by Hynek as a 
reflection of lights on a window OJJ the 
very complex case of San JosE> de Valderas, 
Spain, which involved two allegedly Independ­
ent photo�raphers and an object left on 
the ground by the UFO has been explained 
by Claude Poher and myself as a hoax (4] . 

There are serious doubts also about 
the renowned UFO accident case at Ubatuba -
it might be an accident indeed, but Involving 

a rocket launched by the Brazilian !\rmy 
[5]. Almost all of the often quoted sightlngs 
by American astronauts have received very 
mundane explanations, ahd 1-fynek himself 
has admitted it (6]. The complex set of 
sightings in the north of France on October 
.3rd, 19.54 was In fact caused by the moon 
(in one of these cases the moon allegedly 
landed, and later tool< off!) [ 7] . As a last 
example, the Intricate French case of Taize 
in 1972, which had the honour of being 
published In FSR (8], has recently been 
explained by Bertrand Meheust as powerful 
lights around a house on the other side 
of the valley. 

!\part from facts like these, more 
theoretical studies also reinforced sceptical 
attitudes. Several authors pointed out the 
many analogies of UFO sighting details 
�lth the occupations, the p!;ychology and 
the fields of Interest of the witnesses Invol­
ved, or with traditional and classical symbols 
[9]. Let us also mention Alvln Lawson's 
experlments t Imaginary abductions Induced 
by hypnosis gave. the- sarne df!tails as the 
allegedly real abductions aboard UFOs [I 0]; 
this 15 a good example of non-speciflclty 
[I J). 

Above all there was, for French ufolo­
glsts, Bertrand Meheust's book [12]. Meheust 
15 not a sceptic, but the many similarities 
he points out between science fiction and 

uros in fact !;tlpport the psycho -sociological 
hypothesis: almost all the ur:o pattern<: 
were already present in sr now�l!; before 
the Second World War (shapes, l:>ehJvlour, 
types of entity, solid lights, physical effect!:, 

etc.). Why then search for an exotic explanat­
Ion, if human symbolism and inventiveness 
are quite sufficient? 

Out this new and pervasive form of 
scepticism has Its limits. Firstly, it goes 
without �aying, but goes even bettE-r for 
saying it, that the kind of doubt I am speak­
Ing about has absolutely nothing in common 
with the attitude of the lifelo ng sceptics. 
The doubt of some French u fologi5ts is 
only based on a thorough analysis of the 
facts and not on prejudice. No-one amongst 
these new French ufologlsts has any sdf'ntific 
or philosophical prejudice against the possible 
existence of extraterrestrial visitor!': or 
paranormal phenomena. I am certain that 
they are ready to reverse their at titudE's 
If the facts require it. 

Secondly, I and most of my collea�ues 
continue to believe that there remains 
a small residue (although much tinier than 
we believed some years ago) of unexpli'lined 

The doub t of French ufologists 
is based on a thorough analysis of 

the facts and not prejudice 

sightlngs (or perhaps we have to say more 
cautiously "not yet explained slghtings" ?) . 
But If explained and unexplained cases 
reveal the same patterns, what dl!';tinguishes 
these residual cases 7 Well, essential charac­
teristics which are ex tern� to the phenorn­
enont number and quality of witnesses, 
multiple independent witnesses, psychological 
circumstances that exclude a hoax, or the 
absence of a suitable support for a misinter­
pretation. 

le t's recognise that the reasons why 
we consider such and such a case as genuine 
are often difficult to make explicit! it 
Is more a feeling than clear-cut reasoning . 
This Is not to say that it Is pure belief, 
but it may alas appear as belief to sceptics, 
for we have no real proof. Statistical evid­
ence, as presented by Jacques Vallce, James 
McCampbell, or Claude Poher, is no Jong�r 
valid, because many cases on which they 
are based have now · been explained, and 
we often lack sufficient Information on 
the remaining ones (B]. 

1\5 I wrote some years ago £ J � 1, our 
ufological quest Is a quest for the non-trans­
mittable! although we may aqulre a p<>rsonal 

:1 i' '1 : ,, 

con_vlcthn, we cannot pass this conviction 
on to 'good faith' sceptics (or at least not 
to many of them). !\ll cases, even the 'hard­
est' ones, contain elements that legitimate 
a doubt. Por instance, the famous Bolanai, 
New Guinea, sightings appear at first glance 
to be very 'hard' 1 many witnesses, object 
seen at short distance for some time, with 
humanoids and many observable details. 
However, �lynek had to cencede that a 
doubt remained, because the position in 
the sky, and the time of disappearance 
of the main UFO fitted the movement 
of Venus [ 1 5] .  

This continuing absence of really con­
vincing proof (the problem Is the same 
in parapsychology) is too general In this 
kind of phenomena to be merely bad luck. 
To me, it has only two possible explanations: 
dther there is no new physical phenomenon - -
this Is the s cho-sodolo •ica h othesis 
described we are faced 
n phenomenon deliberately escapes 
proof, that is, a phenomenon characterised 
hy what my friend Bertrand Meheust called -
- in English in his French book! - "elusive-
ness''. 

To try and solve this dilt-mrna, I think 
that one of the most urgent tasks for ufoiog­
ists is to attempt to determine whether 
the non-specificity is really total. Are there 
patterns whkh would be unique to the un­
explained cases 1 Perhaps some details which 
do not appear in science fiction may be 
unique, like some types of physical traces, 
or sudden disappearances or the fusions 
and dislocations of UPOs. This Is one of 
the main reasons why French ufologists 
recently launched the 'Concreting Operation', 
that consists of defining new and more 
severe credibility criteria for selecting 
really solid cases. Indeed it appeared that 
cases which figured high in the usual credibil­
ity scoring were. nevertheless explainable. 

These new criteria, which are presently 
being developed by a small group of French 
researchers, fall into four categories: criteria 
concerning the phenomenon characteristics, 
concerning the sighting conditions, concerning 
witnesses, and concerning the field investig­
ation. As soon as they are finalised, a trans­
lation will be made for Magonia and for 
British field investigators. 

More generally speaking, ufologists· 
hnve now to think about the following quest­
ion: what methods would allow us, on the 
Lasis of UFO sighting reports and without 
prejudice ahout the solution, to distinguish 
phenomena relevant to behavioural sciences 
from phenomena relevant to physical scien­
ces, ;md to distinguish, in the two subsets, 
ld)Own from new pheno111ena 1 

In any case, there is no rt-ason to 
despair. I see at least two certainties in 
the present state of ufologyr 
I. Ufologists are unanimous, even the 
most sceptical, on the fact that most UFO 
sightlngs have at their base a real physical 
stimulus that was genuinely not recognised 
by the witness. lloaxes and hallucinations 
are rare. 
2. In any event, Uf'O reports remain 
an unresolved problem and testify to th 
existence of at least one unknown phenom­
enon . /tndeed, even if all the reports were 
triggered by the misperception of a known 
phenomenon (this is the minimal hypothesis) 
the distortion of reality would be so great 
and so frequent that this particular type 
of misperception would be in its own right 
an important new phenomenon, which wotlld 
deserve a thorough study This remains 
true even if there is a physically originated 
residue, because the numerous serious mis­
representations have to be explained in 
any case. 

Uf o logy would not disappear 
if there were no new physical 

phenomenon • • •  

f\ccausc of this second certainty, 
ufolo�y would not disappear if there were 
no new physical phenomenon. A psych-socio­
logical phenomenon of misintt>rpreted and 
distorted perception rnay be I<'SS appealinK 
than an ex tratcrrestrial or parapsycholor,ical 
om�, hut when it has the ex tent and persist­
ence of the UFO phenomenon, is nevertheless 
re volutionary from the standpoint of present 
theories in the behavioural sciences. Th is 
is clearly emphasised by the near absence 
of thorough studies of llfOs in the human 
sciences literature. Apart from JunJ?,'s hook, 
there are practically no books, Ph. n. theses 
or scientific journill articles about sociolog­
ical aspects of UFOs [ 16]. This absence 
is quite stranp,e in view of th<• rich study 
material IJFO reports provide for beh;wiourar 
sciences. Some sociologists even manage 
to write whole books on modern myths, 
or rumours in our society, without any allu­
sion to UFOs! lt is as if IJFOs were put,· 
as Melwust puts it, into "semantic brackets" .  

I think that this pro found reluctance 
stems from the c entr al dOJ?.IIIa of the most 
influential school of thought in present 
day sor.iology, nauw ly that man is an essent­
ially rat ional twin�, whosf' behaviour is 
in 1nost cases entirely predictable. The 
UFO pheno111ennn is an ideal case to point 



out the p<'rv<lsivcn<'. s of myths, of irrational 
b<'haviour, cvf'n in out technolo�ical society 
(and to demonstrates the falseness of this 
doRma) b�cc1usc it is new (so we can study 
its orip,in and development) , frl'quent and 
perceptive (that Is, based on a false percept­
Ion, contrary to most myths and rurnours 
whkh are based <mly on false re<tsonlng 
and which can be qualified as co�nitive). 
For these reasons it Is also ideal for umier­
standinR the function that myths fulfil 
in our society. This is really revolutionary, 
but perhaps more in a political than a scient­
ific sense, because both capitalist and marx­
ist theories are based on the assumption 
that man is rational. 1:\oth give a pre-eminent 
role to economic causes in human behaviour, 
and economic reasons are essentially rational. 

Thus we ufologists are In any event 
revolutionaries! However, let us not exag­
Rerate our power: of course we ca11not 
seriously shake the rationalist or "econom­
lstic'' doRma of our society, but we may 
and must be wa tchcrs, collecting and preser­
ving as much information as we can, in 
1he hope that sometime in the future man­
kind will be sufficiently adult to study these 
data without any prejudice in either direction 
[ 17]. 
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(jrP.ntly dlsproportlonotr to the hnporlencP. of thr. prohlnm. 

17. The ldr.lls outlined In tit!'! lnst pnrnqrRph nHJ 
dnvf!lop!'!d In more detnll In an nrtlcle rnllllrrt ''- 'hwu. 
tht!SP. p�ycho-socloloqlque 1 commencr.rnr·nt tin Ill lln 
ou fin tiu commencP.mr.nt 7" thnt I shall pt�lll!lh In tho 
A!liQIRn uro mngRzlne lnfore!I(JB«:!· 

Frorn thf' next issttt> or Magonia Wt' �hall 
have to inrrea�w our subc;nipt ion rate to 
£2.50 for four issuE's. Up to now Wt' hnvc 
bf'en able to absorb inneased costs and 
kept our price s teady since 198 I. llw 
US ra tE' will remain at $5.00 for the time 
being - unchan�ed since 1979. 

;�j / ·1-' •·1 . ' / 
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FLYING SAUCER IMAGERY IN CHINA 

Thierry Pinvidic reviews a recent book about 
UFOs in China and examines the background 

to the current interest in U FOs in China. 

Since the middle of the 1970's China has been opening itself to the Westem world, both for 
business and geo-political purposes. But progessiwly the young people of the bigger towns felt 
attracted by Ute Western way of life. In spite of the official reticence of the Chinese Govcm­
ment mass sensitisatlon to the West increased tremendously. 'llte incredible success of such 
products as jeans, Coke, and pop mu .. ,fc gave evidence that they are seen by Chinese citzens 
as the best means of cultural emancipation, even synonymous with emancipation. 

Whc1t I personally suggest, and will try to defend here, is the fdea that UFOs can be seen 
in Chfno as a 'cultural artifact 1 enetering the Chinese 'market 1 in the wake of Coca-Cola and 
the other most appreciated products of American 'culture'. I will try to show how the new polit­
ical game itself has contributed to the penetration of UFOs into the 'Celestial Empire'. 

Recently a book deal ing with UFOs 
in China has been published in France 
by a Uunese diplomat and ' ufologist' named 
Shi Bo [25]. UFOs in China • • •  l low fascinating 
it sef'rncc1. Alas the reality is less ex cl ting! 
These Chinese UFO sightlngs appeared far 
mort' dt>pcndcnt on those occurring in the 
western world than anyone would have pre­

viously thought tl1ern to be. 
First: Reading the book we find that 

at the entl of W\V 11, the Chinese press echoed 
the UFO sightings which took place in E�Jrope 
and the US. Second: On September 21st 
1979, M. Zhou X ingyian, who is the scientific 

editor of the central Chinese radio, edited 
a pap�r on the UFO subject in the G uangmi!.!_ 
FJ!>�- (27]. The debate had been open for 
�ne �J Shi £\o adds, and admits that 
the year I 980 is a crucial one for UFOs 
in China. In that year a review was founded 
in China dealing with lJFOs. Since the first 
issue of this ma�azine, called "Exploration 
Uf-0", the Chinese people learned of the 
chan1cteristics of UFOs and be�an to pay 
att<>ntion to the problem f28J. And then 
the sensitisation went on, even in Taiwan 
wht-re the debate bcRan on August lOth 
19/R [2'Jl . 

Since I 980 more than 3000 testimonies 
have been collected [30j. Of the I 24 cases 
reported by Shi Bo in his book, 86 allegedly 
took place before 1980, and 7'' before 1978, 
date of the first UFO paper in the Chinese 
press. llowever we can easily point out 
the fact that they all have been reported 
�..!£!:._ this first Chinese publication on UFOs, 
due to the fact that at this date Mr Shi 
Ho had not yet entered the UFO scene! 
[31] Even if we take sorne of these cases 
as very accurate and bona-tide reports 
which actually occurred �fore 1978 (though 
we are of course not aware of their real 
reliability) they can nevertheless be seen 
as a possible inheritance of the papers pub­
lished in the Ch inese press in the early 
50's. let us be kind and avoid such possib­
ility; we must anyway point out the fact 
that only ten cases are allegedly dated 
before 1947:-f.rom 19'17 to 19781 date of 
the first 'paper' in the press, Shi £\o reports 
61 cases only. For the 1978-1980 period 
2o cases are reported... and more than 
tili·ee thousand cases are now known after 
t�puhlication of ufological papers In the 
newspapers, and mostly after the publication 



of " Explor a t i on UFO''. The pr inciple intere:;t 
of the ' o ld ' cases is lar�e l y  ou twe ighed 
by t he over whel m i n� develop men t of the � 'wave' which s tar ted in 1 98 1 ,  and e v iden t l y  
i l lustrates the i n i t i a t ion of a soc i rl l  con tagion 
process [ 32] .  

1\s f or t he ' s ight in�s ' per taining t o  
. the subjec t of 'UFOs In h is tor y '  o r  'archaeo­
as tr onomy ' e voked by Shl F\o, they may 
wel l cor respond to a new and ' techno lo� i zed ' 
reading of the old chronic les by a na i ve 

.u f olog i s t  w i l l i ng to �et absolute proof of 
E. T. man i fe s t a t ions In the Chinese auc ient 
t i me [ H) .  S i m i la r l y ,  we learn t ha t  before 
the work of Shi  £\o, Chinese pe"'sants and 
o ther rural i nhab i tants drew no d i s t i nc t ion 
between U F Os and Y e t i  s tor ies  [ 34) ;  bu t 
f or tuna tely Shl 1:\o, as an objec t i ve ser van t 
of the E . T.  ' just  cause ' , t augh! them to 
m ake that d i s t i nc t ion ,  so that they might 
make no f u ture confusion between t he Y e t  
and the E .  T! A new i l lus t r a t ion o r  t he 'Zorro 
Syndrome ' .  

I n  one s ingle year the review " Explor­
a t ion UFO" got JOO OOO subscr ipt ions ! The 
French equ i va l en t wou ld have been a c i rcu la­
t i on f igure of 1 6, 500, and we al l  know tha t 
t h i s  number is abou t f i ve t i mes bi�ger than 
the number of  subscr ip t ions e ver reached 
by "Lum ieres dans la N u i t" i n  25 years! 
[ And . abou t f our t i mes the c irculat ion o f  
F S R  a t  i t s  he ight - J.R .) 

I persona l l y  thinl< that it  i s  not un f a i r  
to conc l ude tha t the UFO f ound an aud ience 
in China as a byproduct of Western, and 
m a i n l y  American, 'exot ic i sm ' .  No proper 
reading of tha t k i nd of exper ience re ferred 
to as 'UFOs' previously ex i s ted in China. 
Confuc ianism, w h ich would have of f �red 
i ts own read i n� of t hese events has now 
been of f ic ia l l y  depreca ted f or some years 
I n  Ch ina. /\t the opposi te end of the 'cu l tur a l  
perm eab i l ity  sca le '  A lger i a cur ren t l y l i ves 
In the ' Is lamic H e v i v a l ' .  So if w e  have no 
/\ lger i au l JF Os ,  China ,  to the con trary, 
has since 1 980 and rnos t l y  i n  1 98 1 ,  known 
the b iggest UFO w a ve e ver repor ted In 
the wor ld. As a consequt>nce Chinese people 
now have the i r  abduc t i ons [ 3 5), the i r  hurnan-

'i oid encoun ter·s- [ 36), the i r  stories of Mm 
I [ 37], the ir  con t ac tee case [ 38], and e ven 

S'even UFO photographs [ 39). Fur thermore, 
the ufolog ical  read i ng adop ted by Shi  L\o 
f or some anc i e n t  tex ts provides h i m  w i th 
U F O  cases in h i stor y . I sugge s t  that  w e  
fiad bet ter t a k e  these h i s tor i c a l  cases _ and 
the legends and f a i r y-ta les they ac t ua l l y  
a r e ,  a n d  con�ider th�m as tht> r ight U F O  
Imager y ancestor i n  China they probably 
are. Shl  13o h i m se l f  conf esses they are univer­
sally k nown i n  China, and says that such 
tex ts can be found In a major i t y of the 
pr i v a t e  l ibraries In China ('lO). I am temp ted 
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to c.ons idcr them as of dec i s i ve i n f lucnrt­
i n the soc ial  construc t ion or T J r: o - l<nnw ledy,e 
in Ch in<� , and there fore as t he ro l en t i a l 
soc i a l  founda t i on on which t l u� � tr.rf'O I )'pe 
grew up I '' 1 ] .  
W ha t  Conclusions? 

I hope that this paper of ler s e v id<'llCf' to 
suppor t the idea that the 'dis tance' be twN'n 

· a spec i f ic cul ture and the WC's t ern one ic; 
the main,  dec is i ve charac ter i s t ic tha t lets  
the UF0 stereot ype en ter the cul turr. in 
ques t ion . Of cour se th is  d i s tance sho1 1 ld 
not be seen and under stood pure l y  in a geo­
graph ical sense . This conce p t  has noth ing 
to do w i th e i ther geography or e ven 'corn m(,n­
sense ' . l t  can be far bet ter de f i ned as a 
combinat ion of conjunc turals,  soc io-eco1 1orn k , 
pol i t ic a l  and r t> l i� ious .f ac tors w h ich adjust  
the per meab i l i t y of a spec i f ic cul ttJrc t o  
the pr oduc ts of t h e  Western one r 'l l l. M<�y 
I add th� t  I a m  Inc l i ned to thinl< th;� t sur.h 
an idea can be d e t <l i led, and that l t  wotdd 
probab l y  be poss ib le i n a g i ven cul tur f' 1  
to modu late th is  concep t of 'd i stance ' and 
adj ust it w i th refer ence to t he ma i n  spcc i f i t y 
and chara ter i s t ics  of the var i ous sod e� l 
groups. I w i l l  a l so sugges t t h a t  we learn 
i n  the fu ture how to rnake a d i f f erence, 
when accep t i ng or rejec t i ng a g i ven u r:o 
case be tween those wh ich m a y  we l l  have 
been Inf luenced by Wes tern - cul ture i n  one 
sense ano ther, and those which S<'em 
not to be. C ases occurr ing In coun t r ies 
inf luenced by the Wes tern cul ture w i l l sure l y /1 be c r i t i c i sed by the UFO debunkers.  £\ut 
bona-f ide repor t s  com i ng from very i sola ted 
areas sa fe from any f or m  of Western i n f lu­
ence are far mor e interest ing. Wt> ha ve 
few cases w hich respond to this c r i ter ium,  
and t h e y  g e n e r a l l y are I l l - Inves t iga ted. 
We need to search f or o ther s•Jch casf's, 
and' conduct real objec t i ve Inves t ig a t i on 
on them. If such cases rea l l y  e x i s t ,  thour,h 
wt> are not ye t aware of their ex i s tenc e,  
they open up rea l ly f ascina t i ng perspec t i ves. 
Jn these c i rcums tances we would havf:' a 
m 1mma to f.'xplain  how t hey rn<�nnr,ed to 
occur w i thou t any Western 'con t a m i na t ion ' .  
1\ t t he same t i me, and for the same reason, 
we need to i mpr ove dras t ica l l y  ou t techn ique� 
of Inves t i g a t i on ,  f or we nef'd to be very 
care ful  when accep t ing a so-c ct l led 'non­
occ lden t a l l y  inf l uenced case' [ 4 3] .  I f  we 
do not r ea l l y  behave i n  such a manner I 
t hink tha t we are condemned to becom� 
or t o  remain l i k e  Mr Shi £\o , what we rnay 
c a l l  "nct l ve vec tors of the UFO my th" 

Somr. presumably "nbeaten tracks for th.­
fut"re 
I f  !l.Cl rett l l y  pu7. z l  i ng and unex p la i nf'ci sight ing 
e ver erHt>rRe5 i n  the f u t1 1re frorn a ' re l i able''  

.· 'Ill 

coun t r y ,  we w i l l  have to adn1 i  t that  the 
UfO S t (•r t•o t ype which Rrt'w up in Western 
c i v i l iza t ion i'lnd cul t ur e ,  and spread into 
other coun t r ies,  r 1 1ay  account  for t he UFO 
t a ses t hr oughou t t he wor ld . Though do 
no t know w he ther t h is h ypo thes is is the 
corr e c t  one , or even i f  i t  is too f ar fc tched 
or no t , it is no t my i n t en t ion to  d ismiss 
i t ,  1 10 ma tter how i mprobab le i t  may appear 

H some bona -f ide r epor t s  o f we 11 doc u ­
men ted llfO s igh t inp,s con 1e i n  the f u ture 
f rorn ' u fologica l l y  v irgin'  coun tr i es ( it  any) , 
we w ou ld have to take into  consider a t ion 
a t  least the poss ib le e x i s tence of a spec i f ic 
t r a ns - r. u l  t u r a l  cons t e l l a t i on of fo lk loric 
mot i f s  deep l y rooted i n  each t rad i t ion . 
' l he o t her ter 1 1 1 of t he a l terna t i ve would 
lead us t o  ad r ni t the ac t ua l  e x i s tence of 
a spec i f ic ,  or ig ina l , and even physical  k i nd 
of e ven t s na r 1 1ed l l f Os.  Though I do !.l.Q!. 
prese n t l y bel ieve t ha t th is  second ter rn  
o f  t he a l terna t i ve m a y  L> e  the r igh t one ,  
I d o  no t f e e l  w e  ar e al lowed to a void i t . 
Furthc n 1 1ore we ha ve to objec t i ve l y in forn t  
the sc ien t i s t s who w i l l  even tua l ly inher i t  
t h i s  U F O  pr ob l em i n  t h e  f u t ur e  tha t i f ,  
'by chance ' , they prove the folk loric t r acl< 
is �£.! the r igh t one, they w i l l  then Le objP.c t ­
i ve l y f orced to look a t  the second possibi l i ty , 
e ven if the take a ver y dim v iew of i t . 

nu t for the present , I sugges t tha t our main 
direc t ion of research in  this f ie ld shou ld 
be twofold: t 1. 1\ _!!1oroug_l} s t ud y  t r y ing to corre la te  
local f o lldor ic  n to t i f s  and the loc a l  chcuc ter­
i s t i< :s  of UfO e ven t s . This can be ca l l ed 
the ' e thno- folldor ic ' track . 
2. A tr i al to pu t in ev idence in some 
UFO expcr it:nces (na n te l y  those wh ich are 
p r ob a b l y c o r r e l a t ed w i t h a l t ered s t a tes 
of consc iou�ness , l i k e  the C E J II ,  C E J V ,  abduc t ­
ions, con t ac t s  and missing- t i me) the ro le 
p l ayed Ly so 1 1 1e neurophysical  and/or neuro­
a l td lomic .al  dc ten n i nants  which can be app l ied 
for t he exp l dna t ion of the emergence o f  
t h e i 1 1 1 a g e r y . S u c h  i 1 1 1agery cons t i tu t ing � wh,1 t is know under the na1 1 1e of ' A r chaic­
Son ed' c an be seen,  as .{\c t rand Meheust 
shows it in his  second book , as t he ances t or 
of uro f'Xper icnces and i mager y [ 4 4 ]. This  
second t r ack has been awk ward l y exp lored 
by l aw son in his l a s t  paper [ 4 .5], more sure l y  
b y  Schm i t t ( t16J  a n d  Meheus t i n  their f or th­
en s u ing respec t i ve works , and has to channe l 
t he work don�· in a w ide range of f ie lds 
l i kP e thno -psych ia t r y  l '1 7 ), psychoan<:l l )' t ic a l  
an thropo lgy  1 '1 8 l, h is t or y of re l ig io1 1  ( 11 9], 
soci a l  < tn l hropolo�y , toward a sorio-b inl ogica l 
t n t d t• r s t a nd ing of this  puz z l i ng <j i WS t ion, 
a v o i d i ng i t s  i d e o l og ica l prP-suppos i t ions. 
W e  c<tn c;l l l  this o t l 1er d i rec t ion t he ' socio­
hiolnr, ica l ' t r i:ld< . 
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Of course, this  doesn't disrn iss t he poss­

ib i l i t y  that  E T  do v is i t us ,  as Car t Sagan him­
s".!! f ,  the f a n tous u f o  debunker , adm i t ted. But 

such a ques t ion is  no t y e t  legi t i mate,  i t ' s  not 

yet t i me t o  examine i t .  ' C lassic a l '  u f o logy , as 
Meheus t says (we can say 'or thodox ' )  has 
mos t l y  engineers and physical  sc i en t i s t s  in her 
net.  l t oever , a de f in i te answer supposes tha t 
be f ore t hen they w i l l  become f olk lor is ts  or 
soc ia l scient i s t s .  [ 52] l t is not y e t  t ime f or the 
s tudy of ' sys tems of UFO propu l s i on ' or any 
o t her ' magne t ic eff ects ' .  I pray that ' E T'  1 1 1ay 

k eep be l ie ving in  us qu i te a bit y e t !  The s t udy 
of the UFO phenomenon w i l l ,  no doub t ,  con­
tr ibu te to the genera l  progress o f  mank ind; 
for t his progress can be e valua ted , as J ean 

J aures said,  w i th r e f erence to t he c oncess ions 
the ' n ,adness' of the w ise makes t o the 
w i sdom of the 'mad ' .  

A s  this a r t icle I s  a sunuuory ol  a lungt11 paper , son a� 

ol my most st r iking urguments ruey seem to he lnsul­
llclently suppo r t ed by f acts. I must apoloylse lor this, 
end scld t hat f u r t he r  eviJence and rnaterlols odd convin­
cingly Ill the arguments developed In t he louyer paper ,  
which Is t o  b e  published I n  f r ench. l t als w a s  sched11led 
lor deliver y at the Anqlo-f rench Uf O rneetlntJ In Bou­
loqne, but wos do lerred due t o  lar.k o l  t ime. it wos 
delivered subsequent l y  et  the rru ( f r ench ur o feder ­
ation) meeting In l yon, May 7th - Oth, 1 9!1J. T . P. 

M h . r  the puLiicatlun of the l l r st pol l of this paper 
lu the lest Issue ol M891••fo, we heartl h o111 l l llnr r y  
Plnvldlc that I n  h b  opinion his t e l< l  end Illust rat ions 
hntf been too severely edited and ehrldqed. l he lull · 
t e)( t  will be puhllshed In the neRr future In a l l r l t lsh 
or American Journal. We wil l  Info r m  our r e aders ol 
when this taappens. Wo upuloylse fur ony Inconvenience 
wo rnay have lnocfver t �<nt ly caused t u  M. Pinvldic. 
HIP. ser.ond par t ol the paper, publishP.d ftbnve, Is  ns 

�uhmlt l ed by M. Plnvldlc In English t r nn,lot lon. J.R. 

Rf f E itl NCt:Sc ( R e l c r cnccs 1 2  to 24 r e i P. r  to pnr t one 
ol t his rnper publbhe1 In Motptla 14. ) 
12. KILANI, M • .!:�.--B�����-�1!..� t a  Malson 
des Uvres, Beir ut . 1 J. On the the11ae ol  'the ulhP.r 
wor ld' Sl�e r r l t z  MeiP.r 'Qul'!iqllc aspects du l'lnsplrntinn 
pHI d11s demons en lslnm', In CHillots, � E.!!J p. 4 2 1 .  

14. f h e  ' A I  Mukallu'  case, Oth feb.  1 9 74, r epor t ed 
lra f_S�1 Dr>c. 1 974. 1 5. H fOMr ' SON, St l l h. _! ales �­

_!::l!>r t l t  �.me r k_n_!! _ _!!ldlor�1 lnrllnno ll. P., 1 966, p. 100. 
16. RII.Dr.H,  H. R., .!:.! f ulk lo� �� f��.::!�\.J!• Puyot, 

1 952. f or t l ae Yak lana Indian lor e, ond namely t he 'Wah­
leel n5' hul l tHIIold- llkA creah11e�, see CI. A11Kf & COI. [ ­
MI\N's _!!� Ullll�e.!:!!!,! led, Warner,  19 75. 1 1. Gollu p 
Poll 11eleasc, 25 Moy 1 970. Ul. SOf H[S-rlonne Soiree 
IJf O Pull, _!lo� Sui�!:!:• no. } 1 14, 1 �8 1 .  19. Perr:entnqe 
nhtnln•HI In our nwn sur v e y  In Alyer la. 2U. Gollup 
l 'oll, �- .!:,!!, al3o 'Arnerlcun Hol. lollollst', 1 90 1 .  21. 
!;OfiU S- Bon1111 Soiree, � E!!: In I net this percent aye 
vut iP.s bet ween J 1 �  and 4 7 �. lt even reRches 511� 
hll chllc1ren under n years old respundlnq to the ur o 
Cot l l l l l•.wd 0 1 1  Page l l 
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IT'S ALL IN THE MIND 

Peter Rogerson r ecords ' the r ise and l i m i ts '  
o f  his  ow n dou b t  i n  a shor t p aper presen ted t o  

t h e  second A ng lo-F rench U F O  mee t i ng ,  
Br igh ton , 30th M arch - 1 s t Apr i l ,  1 98 4 .  

I T  WOUL D 1\ P P F.J\ R  t.ha t In certain qunrters this ntaf!a Z ine ho.'! gninecf the repu ta t i m t  of hP.illf1 
port  of f he ' it 's all in the mind brigade ', wha tever tha t m lf!h t mean. 1t seems wort h while Own:>­
fore to give a resum6 of the sort of ideas about which Magonla £dlt ors are .'!peculn t lnf1. 

Firs t ,  ft mus t be rl!alised tha t Magonla is not a monoli th. A l thouflh we exchort9e ideus 
so much tho t it some t i mes becomes i mpo.-;slble to say wi t h  certofn Uy who first thOilflht of wll11 t., 
the Edi tors do have different views, and In wha t follows I can t.herefore on ly s;>eak for myself. 

Whrn f i rst  became i n ter"-"s ted in 
t he subjec t as a schoo lboy In  the early l 960'o:; 
I na tur a l l y  suppor ted the E TI f ,  and was a 
har rlcore suppor ter of t he 'nuts and bol ts' 
schoo l .  H a v i nr, bern weaned on A i me M khel 
and Oona ld K choe I had no time for contilc t­
ees. Dur ing these ear ly years I rE'ad mos t 
of the old bool<s on t he suhjec t ,  anc.J sw a l lowed 
mos t of the ufo log ica l  c l ichr.s . 

My part>n ts were none too ha ppy about 
my chosen hobby , and warned tha t rnany 
peop l e  who be l i e ved in 'f l y ing saucers'  were 
cranks. W i t h  the r ashness of you th I d is­
regarded the ir warnings; bu t w hen , In the 
au tumn of I 968, I a nd a coup le of o the r 
school-fr iends joined the local  f l y ing saucer 
soc i e t y  I f ound my paren t s were rfght,  and 
that rnany ut o log io; t s ��re cr ank s ! Not on l y  � tha t , but f soon d i scovered tha t by read ing 
a doz en or so books on the o;ul>jec t I had 
ob tained as good, or be t ter , a r,rasp on the 
subjec t as peop le who had a l leged l y been 
s tudy i ng U F Os for 2 5  year s . Many of the 
members app<'ared to have r ead no th ing 
bP.yond George Ada rnsk i ,  And appeared t o  
have been en t r anced s ince ahout 1 9 52. 1 t  
occurred t o  m e  that many see m i ng l y  I mpres­
s i ve cases may ac tua l l y have bE"en i nves t iga ted 
by people l ike this.  M y  doub t s grew. lt was 
prob.ab l y  t he 1\ppollo 8 moonshot that des t ­
r oy ed my naive f a i th i n  t h e  E Tf f .  The idea 
of e lec tromar,n e t lc space5hlps v i s i t ing the 
Ear th seemed somehow absurd . 

My dis� l lusionmcnt made me i ncrea s ing l y 
open to t he tdeas of J ohn K ee l , w hose ar t ic le s 
had been appear i ng In Fs n ,  and J ohn M k he l ' s  

�aucer V ision had reaw .al<f'ned an 
in ter est i n  f o lk lore . l t  was i n  this c l i ma t e 
that I enc oun ter ed MUFORG nullet ln,  and 
i t s  successor, MUFOB. I was an ins tan t con­
ver t ! 

[\y now had a l so ex am ined F or t ' s 
da ta for 1 904/ 0 5, wh ich se t uro repor t s 
In a rad ica l ly new con tex t .  I had a l so bq�un 
to take a ser i ous in teres t in parapsycho logy , 
and f soon real ised t ha t  ser i ous psrchic re­
searchers thought a long very d if feren t l i nE's 
f ront the occul t gibberish w h ich c lrcu l a tf'd 
In Uro groups.  The f i na l synthesis was rasy. 
U f o log is ts had argued tha t the C rros hnd 
a l

.
wa ys been w i th us, and deep l y invo l ved 

w t t h human cu l ture , <lnd ac t ed l ik e appa r i t ­
i ons. The answer seemed s l rnp le� U F Os wt:'rc 
crea ted by peop l<•, they were prc<luc t s o f  
t he human i ma� i na t ion , and w ere hn l ludn­
a tory , l ike <�ppar i t ions . 

I s t i l l  thoup,ht a long f a ir l y r ad ic a l 
l i ne s ,  i n v o l v i ng c: o l l ec t i ve h<l l l ud na t i ons , 
p s i ,  Idea p a t t erns and a col lec t i ve unconsc i ous 
poss ihly  able t o  a l t er th<' physical  en v i r on ­
men t .  Over the in ter ven i n� yE"nrs I ha vP 
been f orced to de-escalate hypo t heses a s  
i t  bacamP c le ar t h a t  a f a r  w i;IC'r r a np,c of 
cases can be exp la ined in 'norrn<� l '  lC'r rns 
than was once thoup,h t  poss ih l e. 

I �. 

ThC'r<' a r e  howf' VP.r s t i l l  a f a i r nwnher 
of ca�rs a monp, the '>000 or so in IN TC 1\ T 
w h ic h  r e s i s t i n t f'r pr f' t a t l on in ter m s  o f s i 1 1 1p i P 
m i � id<·n t i f k r� t i o n .  ThC'se a r �  crt�f's in w h ic h  
an ob j rc t (w i t h N w i t ho1 1 t hurnann ids) i s  
obsPr.Yf'd i n  �OI T lf'O i le ' �  back y ard f or f' X a r n p l <' ,  
w hNe i f  t h� rec or d i s  a t r ue o1 1e, a n d  t h e  
repor t is  1 1nt  a hor� x , then i t  must be t> i t her 
a sub j rc t i vc l y r P a l  or an oh jcc t i vf' l y r e a l  
occur r�nce. 

1\ t t h i s  po i n t i t  rn i p,h t be use f u l  to 
l <ty aside one o f  t he r,rent r ('rl hN r i ngs w h kh 
� t i l l  crop up in  such d isCi t � s i ons; t he not ion 
th<� t on l y t he men t a l l y i l l  hn ve ha l l uc i na t i ons. 
T here i .c: l i t t l e  e v idNICP to suppor t t h i �  idra , 
w h ic h  hrt� recf'n t l y  bf'cn resur rec t ed by tan 
Cr r-ssw r l l  [ I ). On t he con t rar y , i t  i s  gener a l l y  
rPcop,n i srd tha t psycho t ic subj E'c t s tE'nd t o  
h<t v� � ! �<!i! _�_y ha l l uc i na t i ons 1.2 1, r t� t hf'r t h <m  
v i sua l .  

T h o u g h  i n t � r pre t a t ion i s  .a ma t t er 
of rl i spn l C' ,  thNe is no doub t t h a t many peop le 
ha ve appar i t i oflil l  ex pcr irnu•s [ seE' 3 ,4 , .5 ,(; ). 
S i mi l ar l y , thNr> is no rlm rb t t h t:'l t  peop l e  have 
' ou t of thE' body '  e x per iences r see 7 , 8 ]  w h ir h 
are <� l so hes t tho1 1p,h t of as be i n� ha l luc ina tor y 
i n na tur e . 

The ha l l � rdna tory t heor y of rtppar i t ions 
dcvdoperl h is t or ic a l l y  because ghos t s  wore 
c lot hes, and wrrt> sor ne t imes accornp;:m ied 
by an i ma l s or ar t i f ac t s . 1\ l so �hos ts could 
some t i me s  be seen by one per son bu t no t 
hy ano t hN .  C IP<tr l y  t h i s  tended to d i spu t f' 
t he trad i t iona l idea of ghos t s  <IS t e mpor ar i l y 
m<t t t> r i <l l l sed sp i r i t  for ms, as sp i r i t  c l ot hf's 
ilnd sp ir i t c a r r i<lp,es arc mos t u n l ik e l y .  rur th­
t>rmor e ,  any t h i np, ac t uC\ I I y per cf' i ved b y  means 
of pho tonc; reac h inp, the r e t ina would bP 
v i s ible to <� 11 <� b l y  s i gh t rrl peop lc In th<' v ic i n­
i t y .  So if <�ppar l t ions ;�re no t perc c l verl hy 
n le<lns o f pho tons,  they are by dd l n i t ion 
h a l l uc i n rt t or y .  V nr ious psych ic resc ilrchrr s 
hr�vE' t r ied to f i nrl WilYS of acc oun t in� for 
<�pprtr i t lons by non-h<l l l uc i na tor y  means [9, I 0) 
hu t w i t ho1 1 t success. On cr i t ka l ex<l rn ina t ion 
t he i r  t heor ies turn ou t e i ther to mean noth ing 
nt a l l ,  or to i n t roduce hal h tr: int:'l t ions by the 
hack door , a lbC' i t  hal luc inat i ons of  " r a ther 
pilr tkul<lr k ind . 

Everyone h<� s one k ind of ha l lucin­
a l  i nn - dre;-� rn s ,  w h id 1  nm hP i n t rmd y v i v id .  
l t  i�  usua l l y a ssunwd t ha t  onf' ran t €' 1 1  t h e  
rl i l f r renc C' be t w rf'n s lrrp and wak i ng , b 1 1 t  
t h i c: rn ir,h t  w e l l  df'p<>nd o n  con t f' x t .  I f  one 
w a i< !'S up in bf'rl, the pr r v iou� ou t -of -con t e x t 
ex p('t kncrs c:an f'i\ s i l y  bf' j udgerl to ht> rlream�.  

C N i ain l< ind� o r  ha l l uc i na t or y c x pN ­
iPnC(' acr oun t f or <1 h ip,h pr opor t i on of ;lppa r i t ­
i on a l  lor P .  The most r o rn mon of t hf'�(' arf' 
hypnogog ic ;md h ypnopon1pic i map,cr y ,  and 
I il h" ;,w ;JI<<' n i np, .  Thrsr- cx pf'r tPncf'c; <1rr 
rl i c;cu�snl in the var iouc; wor l< s of l ) r .  Pr t N 
M c K P I I M  1 1  I ,  1 2, I 11. Th<'y WC'rf' pf'r hapc; 

1 1  
f i r � t  rx t em i VI'' I y  l f f'<l l l'd  i n  .-. uf oh,g ir n l  
c ol l lf 'X t h y  l nhn I� i n l l n f' r  n n d  r n y sr l f rn 
t lw c; t udy of ' M i c;-; Z '  I I '' '· l l l f '  m pc; l cn r r rr l r t f' 

e:<pnc; i f  inn of hypn0pomric ;)nd l 1 ypnognr,ir 
P X p n i f' rwrs i n  <1 l i F O  rnn l f'X t i c;  thn t hy 
t l w  /\ uc; t r i\ l i an n•v'ar rhrr K f' i t h  1\.,c; trr f i c l d  

[ I  5 1. T hough 1 \n s t !' r  f i f' l d ' s  ilrp,t l l f lr•n t  i � proh ­
a h l y  t oo compr essrd t o c on v i r w r  t hnsr who 
havf' not  c lo�r l y f o l lowed t hr S<l i T lr  l i nrs 
of rrn�on i11g , · t lw y  ;u£> s t i l l  i rnp r f•sc; i vP .  

�nrnP cr i t ir � of 1 \ns tc r f ir lrl  ha ve t r ird 
t o  arp,ur tha t hy pnop,og ic <1nd hypnopompic: 
e xpr r ir ncf's arr so f l !'f' t i ng t h ;:� t  t h r y  c ou ld 

n o t  p o s s i b l y grnrrt� f !' l Jr ( )  !' X prr i ri1C !'S .  

l l ow !' vrr , ;m !'x a rn i na t i on o f  ho t h  t hr s t anci ­
nrd w or k s  hy M c K f' l l a r ,  a nd t hf' l i t f'r <l t urr 
on app<� r i t ion c; ,  c l ear l y  sugg<'c; l c;  t h a t  snr r 1r  

of t l w sp <'X p<'r irnc f's cnn br rp l i 1 P  pro long£>rl . 

Onr rr i t ic hac; J�ow• so f ;cn ac; to sur,g<' c; t , 
apropns or r .... l c;r a w a k (' n i l lg s ,  t h ;:� t pf'op l !' 
who c :m ' t  t P I I  t hr- d i r f n cnr: c bf' t w f'rn t l w i r  

rlrr a m s  a n d  l)(' i ng r� w <ll<r <l r <' s t <� r l< s tar ing 
bonkcr s - or wor ds to t l l il t  d f !'c t !  N o t  
h a v ing h a d  a v i v i d  f a t s(' <l w a k r n i ng m y s<' l f ;  
I pu t th i s vif'w t o  a f r irnd w ho hac;. I I n  
wa s qui t f' e mph a t ic t h il t  t i H' on l y W il e;  t o 
d i c; t ingu i sh a f <� l c:P 01 w ;:�l<en i ng f r om ' r f'a l i t y '  
W <l �  h y  con t !'x t .  1\ f <1 l sr <lW<ll<rn i ng was 

no t a hazy dr<'arn, hu t <lhsoh r t c l y rr ;d i s t ic . 
My f r i end ' s f ;:� lse a w a k r n i ng i n v o l vrd 

h i m  ge t t l np, up , shil v ing,  h a v inp, hr!'ak f ;) s t , 
going to work , e x ac t l y as in ' r e<� I l i fr ' . Even­
tua l l y  he bec a me ab l r to rec og n i se rn i nu t e  
d i f lrrences i n  a c l or k .  1· 1 €'  t hf'n rc <l l i sed 
ht> w a s  dr<'a rn i n g ,  rrnd w a s  a b l r  to in i t i n t e 
a ' luc i d r lrra m ' .  If such a f a l se a w akf'n ihg 
had hnpp�nf'd w h i ls t he w e� c;  s lf'<'p i n� in a 
cha i r , <�mf the rlr �a rn had endf'rl w i t h h i m  
' re t urni ng'  to t h ('  c lw i r , t h e r f' wou l d hav<> 
been no w a y  In w h i c h  ht> c: nu ld hilVf' clr trr ­
rn i ned th<t t i t  w as in f ac t  a f Lt l se a w a k <' n i n g .  

Other c i rc:r r m s t ances in  w h ic h  hCl l h rc in­
a t or y  p f f f'c t s  can occur i nc lude d r i v i ng a t  
n i r,h t ,  p i l o t ing a jP t p l a nc anrl w a t rh i nr, Cl 
radar scr t>en [ I  6 , 1 7 , I 8 1  ; a l l  c i rcums t <�nc<>s 
in w h ich l l f- 0  exprr if'nCC'S <1 r e  k now n t o  
occur . ' H ighw <�y l -l ypnos i s ' i s  " r f'rog n i c;ed 
psycholog ir a l  dPscr ip t i on , " �  i s  th� ' t i me - loss'  
which l <'ads mot o r i s t s  t o  f f'a r uro abduc t i on.  

1\ s  G r<� ha rn P f'!"rl po i n t s ou t :  " /\ I ter 
a Ion� dr i vP t hf' mo t or i s t w i l l  commonly 
repor t tha t at sornr po i n t  i n  t lw j ournry 
l w  ' w ok e  1 1p '  to rf'il l i s€' tha t he h<1d no <�warC'­
Il<'C:S  nf some fH Orf'!"dinr, per iod of t i 1 r 1e" 
f l 9 , p . 1 8 l. P eed r f' l a t e s  t h i s ex r)('r i rnc<' f o  
<� loss of a t  t !" n f  ion t o  sur round ing scf'nN y 
which t�nrls to on rrr  on l ong ,  s t r a igh t s t rf' t ­
chcs of road .  l t  is no t d i f f i ru l t to �nv i s;:�gp 
this h appt> n i nr, i f the sub jt>c t ' c; mind was 
pn•ocurpi Pcl w i t h o t hN top ic s - a f r ip,h ten l np, 
U f- ('1 rx per i ence, say? 

1\ ver y high perc('n t agP of  c l ose f'nr:oun t ­
er cnses i n vo l ve peop l e  dr i v ing through rur a l  

' 
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areas a t  n i gh t ,  when cond i t ions are jus t 
r igh t f or i l lus ion s ,  d is tor t ions of jud�eme n t ,  
and ha l luc ina t ions. A l thou�h v e r y  f e w  such 
c a s e s  are p u b l i c i sed, conver s a t ions w i th 
motor i s t s  w i l l  of ten e l ic i t  d e t a i l s  of a var i e t y  
o f  hal luc ina tory/ i l lusionary e f f ec ts ,  includ ing 
b i zarre d i s t or t ions of the landscape k on tpar e  
w i th t he " i e t Br id�e case), hal luc in a t ions 
of f igures c r oss ing the road, e tc .  N o  doub t 
the f a r nous ' phant om h i tch-hik e r '  of popu lar 
f o lk lor e has i t s or igins i n  the 'phantom comp ­
anions' ex pe r ienced by f a t igued d r i vers  l nJ. 

The noc t urn a l  d r i ve r ' s  UfO ex peri ence 
is o f t t•n in i t i a ted by a sense of e i t her ph y s ica l 
danr,er (a p l ane ' s going to crash on I J )e) 
or soc i a l  danger ( t he cops are a f ter  me) . 
In suc h s i t u a t ions an e x p l ana t ion in t er ms 
of ' f l y i ng sauc ers'  can be a t empor ar y r e l i e f . 
S i nce the pub l i c i t y  g i ven to the 
Be t t y  and Barne y 1 - l i l l  s t or y ,  how e ver,  the 
fear o f  abduc t i on b y  sp<K e  peop l e has gr own 
conside rab l y ,  and may run i n  d<.:f i n i t e ,  med i a  
i nspir ed ,  soc i a l  panics. 

A s  A l ien Hendry has shown 1 20] t he 
pr esenc e  of m u t t  iple w i I nesses in c losed 
g r oups can l ead to t n u t ua l l y  r e i n f orced f a n t a ­
s i es a n d  panic . I n  m a n y  s u c h  c a s e s  t he pub l is l t ­
ed sum m ar ies may obscure r a t her t han i l l u m i n ­
a t e  t he pr ocess of m u t u a l  r t> i n forcemen t .  
A n  e x c e l len t e x a mple o f  t h i s  i s  pr ovided 
b y  the Travis Wa l t on case [ 2 1 ]. M y  i n terpre t ­
a l ion of this  is si mple: I b e l i e v e  t ha t W a l ton 
and col leagues saw some sor t uf l i gh t .  W a l t on 
j u mped ou t to i nves t ig a t e ,  whereupon the 
others,  see ing a f l ash of l ig h t  and W a l t on 
f a l l ,  drove o f f .  They then beg an, p r ob a b l y  
unconsc iou s l }' ,  t o  esca la te the sol id i t y  and 
o 1 1 1 i nous na t ure of the t hrea t ,  in order to 
j u s t i f y  their panic. £\y the t i me they reached 
t he au t hor i t i es they had no doub t con v i nced 
themse l ves thay they had seen a de t a i led,  
s t r uc t ured obj ec t .  

The exp lana t ion o f  W a l ton's ow n exper i ­
ence, I wou ld sugges t ,  w a s  r a ther s i m i l a r . 
C lear l y  he r eCf� i v ed a shod< of son te l< i nd 
and w e n t  i n to a f ugue s t a t e ,  f r o m  w h i c h  
he recovered a coup le o f  days l a t er . T h e  
abduc t ion sequence was prob ab l y  a dr ea r n 
t r i�Re red by t he same f ears  - t hough i t  
w a s  p r obab l y  e r nbe l l i shed and po l ished a t  
a la ter e la te . 

The emo t ional react ions enco• u t tered 
i n  t h e  r egr e ssi on of 'abduc t i on' v ic t i ln s  i s  
v e r y  c lose l y  par a l leled by t hose w h o  have 
u n d e r g one regressiOn to ' p as t - l i ves'  [ 2 2 J. 
In both t hese cases such f a n t as ie s  can l'!,ener­
a t e  r e a l  p hy s ica l e f f ec t s  - w e a l s ,  sca r s ,  
e tc .  

C e l i a  G r e e n  a nd C ol i n McCar thy , 
in t h e i r  studies of appar i t i ons, ou t of the 
body exper ie nces and lucid dreams, connec ted 
t hese t ogether as ex amp les of ' u te t ach or ic 
ex per ienc e � ' ,  i n  w h ich the perc ip ien t ' s  w hole 

1 1  
e n v iron t ue n t  i s  rep laced b y  an h :=t t l uc ina t nr y 
one. 1t is i n terest i ng to d i v ide t hf'sc ex per ien­
ces i n t o  t w o  t y pes: 

1 .  ' M a�on i a '  i n t r udi nr, into tlw pe r c ip -
i e n t ' s  real  ( appar i t ions,  r e l ig ious v is i ons,  
C E I I I ' s) ,  and 

2 .  Perc i p i e n t  i n t r ud ing in t o ' M ap,on i a '  
(OOI Y s ,  near-dea t h e x per iences,  abduc t ions, 
past  l i ves). 

The second type invol ves a ma( h mor e 
comp l e te break w i th concensus r e a l i t y ,  and 
can gener a t e  pr o f ound sy rnbol ism and powerf u l  
emot iona l responses.  

I f  m e t achoric e x per ience can be r,e ner a t ­
ed by ex ternal s t i m u l i  then we n t<:t y have 
a c lue t o  some o f  the truly  ex t r anr d i nar y 
c ases of m ispercept ion in w h ich the moon 
and V enus appear to gene r a t e  ex t r e r ne ef f ec t s .  
Cou ld a 1 1 \ i spe r cep t ion o f  t he moon indure 
ame t ac hor ic e x p e r ience in which a l l  SN I S  
o f  b i z ar r e  ef f ec t s  could b e  encountered? 
I t h i nk i t  h ig h l y  probab l e  that  the ' t rue'  
UfO ex per ience is  t h i s  subj ec t i ve e x per i ence 
w h ich m a n i f e s t s i t se l f  a l ong a c on t i nu 1 1 rn  
f r om m i sperce p t ion , t r i�gered h a l l uc in a t i on ,  
me t achor ic e x per ienc e,  dream, hoax , f ic t ion . 

Before ou t r aged reader s  obj(•c t t h d t  
this  d oes not acc oun t  f or X Y Z ,  le t  ru e  make 
it c lear that I arn not p l ac i nR any gr e a t 
l i m i t a t ion on t h e  k ind of phenorncnl\ (bo t h  
p h y s i c a l  a n d  psycholog ic al) w h ic h  r 1 1 ig h t  
t r i gger s u c h  e x per i ences. I f  pr of ou nd subjec t ­
i v e  responses can b e  gener a t ed b y  the moon 
or adver t i s inr, p l anes, t hen they can t>qua l l y  
be produced b y p l asmas,  ear t hquake l i� h t s ,  
or a w ide spec t r u r n  of poor l y under s t ood 
n a t u r a l  phenomena.  If so, then sc ien t i f ic 
advance rnay  be ab le to isol a t e  f u r t her 'cor e '  
phenomena.  

Nor can a d i scussion of mechan ism 
r e a l l y  d ispose of m a t ters of u l t i m a te cau�a ­
t i on. 1 c annot p r ove,  f or e x a 1 1 1 p l e ,  t h a t  den tons 
are not g i v ing people rne t ac hor ic exper iences, 
or causing t he m  t o  m i s i n t erpr e t  the moon 
as a spaceship; a l t hou�h I don ' t  t h i nk t he y  
are. N or cou ld  anyone �ve i t : some art'as 
are bey ond r a t ional ana l y s i s ,  and rnus t pre­
swnab l y be t aken a s  ar t ic l es of r e l ig ious 
f a i t h .  

1 t  must  bt> f ur ther e n tp has ised tha t 
t he l J f O  ex per ience is not ' a l l  in the mind'  
i n  the sense of being the pr oduc I of the 
imag ina t ion of isola ted ind i v idua l s .  1 t  is  
a soc i a l  and cul t u r a l  phenomenon much r nore 
t han a psycho lo�?,ica l one. The whole prob l< ! rn  
o f  the con t e n t  of t he k i nd of ex per i et we s 
I have been d i scussing is w hol l y  unr eso l ved .  
Why , f or e x amp le , �J ·��� hyp no�og ic: i ma�er y 
involve ' f aces in the dc:1rk ' ?  Wha t ar e t l w  
reasons behind t h e  t r  anscu l t ur a l  s t t>r e o t  yp i nr­
in UFO ex per iences? 

In r ecent  y ears  t he i n t e r e s t s  o{ t he 

Edi tors of t h i s  rnagaz ine h a ve been inc rcas-

1 inp, l y r.oncen t r a tf'd, not on ind i v idual  ;mornil l ­
ous ex pt� r i<'nCe!'i, bu t o n  t hf' . !'ioc i a l  con t ex t 
w i t h i n  w h k h surh ex pt>r i<'nr.e !'i t al<e p l ilrc' , 
;:md w h k h  r,<'ner <� t c s  thr.rn. The e x pE>r i E>nc<'<; 
bo t h  cond i t i on, ilnd m e  cond i t ion�d by, t lw 
bE>I icfs  of  soci«:> t y  b y a proc<'!'i!'i of mu t ua l 
f f'edbacl< . W i t h i n  <� soc i a l con tex t many rtppar ­
r.n t l y ' rtb !liurd' be l i e f s  and expc- r i enct's have 
dep t h  and mf'an i ng . 

R esearch a l ong t hC'!'ie l i nes is !'i t i l l  
se vrr e l y  ha mpered bf'r. ause s o  ma ny pC'op l e  
i n  d i f f e r f' n t  ac ildP. m ic d i sc ip l i nes r e m a i n  
I gnor an t of e ct c h  o t hers  w o r k  ct n d  Ideas.  
So long as thi:ot s i tua t ion r('r s i s t s  t here w i l l  
b e  a ro le for t he non-spec i a l i s t ,  w ho i 5  not 
t if'd to a r o t a  of r ou t i ne profes5 i onal  rf• ad i np. , 
and who cctn spf'n t la t e f rf'e l y  w here ;,cademic 
repu t a t ions f ea r  to t r ead ! § U  
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publisher!. lt7. I 1\Pl /\N f iNr , r .  lcs_ hols Vol� �� l'lrnag­
hleh e, f dlt loll� I JnlvenOJt Rir es, 1 974. 1 he nuthor t Rke5 

"M;;;Ionl,n, po,sns�lon nncl ut opln for thr. threP. mnln 
rxprP.5•Ion� of t he sncred, which bcrome f'nt nnqlnd 
to SP. rvc ns a mnl l lx fnr thfl sorlnl lmnqlnRI Ion. lt8. 
H i ll  IF.:IM, Ge�ll. �-t'!_s_ ��r:_lc_! <.!!' �!J_v�, PAP, Pnyot 1 9 7 J. 

�9. Nnn.,!ly thrnuQh thn most rr.cr.nt sturflo>s on shnmon­

lqon, whkh RIP. "'"'" r rh�vRnt lhnro thn wnrk n l [llndP.. 
r .o. t Hl\llNf H, M. Chamnrolsme, or the or lqlnnl ll'xt  
In f n')ll�h unrl"r t he-tm; I����cl�n��'! o_� ,� �_!�u�_R_I��': 
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C o n l i t l l lf'rl f rorn f l ilgf' 9 
poll In 'I niRrol ' mnqnl lnf' , l l<'C. 1 907. 21. Srr ron t a  
1 ?. 2 ,. �nr IH S - ·  flonnll Sohrn, r_p ��· 2 1\. .  T hl� morlrl 
tnny hr nppl lrd PV!'fl to l.hr> lntPIIrrl uRI, who cnn Pn�lly 

�h<I I P  l hrir nolmf� h..t wr,.n sclrn l l l k  knowlrrlqn nnd 
's11pmnnl ur nl '  lslnonlc- hdlrfs. nnrl thrr r lo r r P l<prt l!'nr.f' 
thn "I IPcl ol t he Ho•mlr hnt r lrt 111-e ol hrr c i i i 71Jns. 
Jnloodn, lor ln�lnnr ·c, shows t hnl qnpnt n nturRI  hrl l l' h  
mny prul•l I n  n pP!qnn's mind n o  mn l t P.I h n w  srlrnt l f k ­
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dehnt P lt �nl f, sr." !hP. wi1oiP fourt h pRII ol t hp hnok, 
'l r. dnhnte l'l!t R pnlne comrnn11cr. ', l'fJ· 2 7 7 - 294. JO. 
lbtd, p. 1 5  J 1 .  Shl n o  �ny� h A  r.lll r.tf't f  thP. I tr o nrenn 
In Srptrnober 1 9 70. J2. r nr dotnll, on how contRqlon 
procf',,,., wor k !P!! 'Mechanism o l  r.ont nqlon', by K11rl  
Glndy� In Collect ive Qy��� 1 91> 1 .  H. Shl Ro h�t� 
C II I P. I11IIy studlerf thr Uf 0 ll t r. r nl o lll'! "Sincn t his dol l'! 
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Oo, ��� � p. 1 1 , SP.O lhP. lnr t cmph<I,I<P.cf hy 1\lmr 
Mlchcll. '� - '' 5hl Oo, � �t_. 40. ft•ld, pp. 2 6 - lt 7. 

Sur.h st atP.monh Rle mRdf' OJftPr  each t r x t  prf'�entcd 
by Shl IJor P.lther l.hP w r l t e l  of thn tf'l<l b wP.II -knnw 
In Chlnn, or thn t r. d  lhPI I b f Rmous, t houqh thn m�me 
ol t he w r l t PI I� not QP.nn r nl ly krrt In rnP.onor y . Sre 

the wholr chapt e r  ,mUlled 'Oepuyls qunncl7' 4 1 . May 
I soJriQP.�t the re<�rllng of n more romprl'!hPn�lvP pnper 
pr.rt nlnlnq t o  t he suhfpct of ur o� nnd nnrlent sluhtlnqs 
In Chlnn r '[nqlns volnnt et humanolriP.� clnrts lP! leqrnrlr.s 
de In Chlnn Rntlqur.', by Jncqun, ScornPRt oll In _l�l!'_r

_
­

�['.!!£�• 6 1 ,  Snrt. 1 9 R 2 1  nnd for [ nQII�h r nnde r s  " thor ­
ouqh 11nRiysls by the I nmous slnolnql�t losrph NPrrlhnno r � ' l hl' p r phfst o r y  of aPronnul lcAI rnqlnPP.tlnu' In Mcchon- t � Jcn_!_ �_!lglneorlr�, _Sc lenc:!_ _!)_!:�� _g���� � _g_��!_n_, vnl. · 

IV, Z, pp.560- S 7 2. 42. T hh can lr.ncl "' t o  thr. f uto_rrr 
dnflnltlon of whOJt I would cnll t ho PISM t  £:!obnhlllty 
thnt lhr Jnflooancp of the �t ereol ypP Is 

-
�Jnlmnl. Thl'! 

more W l'l  know About a qlven cn11nt r y the qrr11lcr 
thn chnnce o f  Ql't l lng n wor t hwhltP. e�t lrnat e nf thP 

PISM. If this ohfect lvely tll'!llned v nluo I� c losr. t o  one, 
lt  '""'""' that l.he c nse h con o lnq f r om R rP.I Inbl" �ount r y 

quit " hr.e f rom wP.st ern lrolluoncr. II J. In ordrr to 
�P.r. how nnwh ll t>n•l nrnnl. eo n lnvc�t iQIJI o r  cnn lnt r r nct 
with the Uf O  mnl rr iOJI nnrl h ol luenr.e the w l trof)ss, I ' hlqhly reromnoAncl the renrllnq ol ll �on!lll p<�pP.r by 
f. l l1nbelh r .  l of t o "  and Goolclo 7 nnnl l '[yewllnr,s J r,l ­
lrnony l the lnf lucnr.l'l of t he worcllnq of n qur�tinn', 

In _ !3�1_!!!.!!!_ �-'- the �cho�1oml£ �-�Y· (Urhnn Mnn 

f r qnspo r l R l lon,  USA DepnrtmPIIt of l r nmpor t nl lon ) 
1 975, -�' no. 1, pp.fl6-00. T hl' pnpr.r dnRrly shows 
thAt u,., 1151'! of  one arl lcl!' r"thN thnn Rnoth.,r hnfme 
n por t lcO Jinr word cnn ln flueru-e the ro�pnnse ol w itnes-

S "'!5

. 

to t rnf l lc nrclrfr.nh. """· MI_HH JS T ,  n. L_! �� ' �r_R_l.!_l�_!'_, l o  Mrrrurn clfl r ranee. To hn publlshnd. 
115. l i\WSON, 1\. '1\ T e�tRhlr. J-lypothe�l! . . .  ' In CUfOS 
·Srcnntf I If 0 Convr.nt lon £���· 116. His thorouqh \il nnd very r.omprr.hnn�lve st udy o f  lion E T  lnltmotlve N hom t hn Mlrlrfle AQP� to HoP 2nth cenl m y  Is not yet 



LETTERS 

To the Ed i tor: 

As an ed i tor of f A T E ,  I must t ak e  excep t ion 
to what I consider a rea l l y  unfair  asser t ion 
Pe ter R oRer son makes in h i s  rej oinder t o  
J enny R andles (Magonia t • ,  p . I O).  A t tempt ing, 
I ga ther f rom the contex t ,  t o  prove she is  
p e d d l i ng s e n s a t iona l i s t ic nonsense, Peter 
remarks that Jenny "wri tes an a r t ic l e  in F A T E  
headed 'Case of t he U F O  Murder ' . . .  'per­
plexed b y  a death see m i ng l y  w i thou t r a t ional 
explanat ion, inve s t iga tors consider a f an tas t ic 
possibi l i t y : ex tra terres t r i a l s  did i t . ' "  

Those w h o  haven ' t  read t he F A T E  
ar t ic l e  ( w hich appears i n  the Septe mber 1 9& 3  
issue) are l ike l y  t o  ge t a wholly  m i sleading 
i mpression of what J enny d id and did not say 
In i t .  
F i r s t ,  P e ter misquotes t h e  t i t le,  which was 
"Case of the ' U F O  Murder. ' "  W i t hou t the 
quo t a t i on marks around "UFO Murder" the 
imp l ic a t ion is  tha t J enny is  present ing t he 
inc iden t as a l i t eral instance of homic ide by 
ex tra terres t r i a l s  - w h ich in f ac t  she is  not 
d oing. The reason f or the quo t a t ion marks is 
clear to anyone who reads t he ar t ic le  -
t hey r e f l e c t  press and popu l ar specul a t ion 
( which Jenny t rea ts cr i t ica l l y) that Z igmund 
Adamsk i d ied at the hands (or ten t acles, or 
whatever) of murderous u f onau ts.  In any case, 
the t i t le was though t up by me, not by 
Jenn y .  
Second, I ,  n o t  s h e ,  w rote t he subhead f or 
w h ich Peter  apparen t l y  is t r y ing to hold J enny 
respons ible.  A subhead, as a teaser whose 
purpose is  t o  sedu�e one into read ing the copy 
f o l low ing, always s t a t e s  mat ters in t he mos t 
drama t ic way poss ible; e ven so, there is  
nothing i naccur a t e  abou t this  one . Adarnsk i ' s  
deat h  Is  very pu z z l i ng a n d  some peop le could 

1 4  
no t dt>ny themselves d e l i c i ous f an tasies abou t 
a bung led UFO abduc t ion. 

J enny ' s  adm irab l y  balanced and sane 
review o f  the ep isode never s t rays  from 
what can be estab l ished frone  the ev idl!nc e  
( t he same, I m i g h t  poi n t  ou t ,  cannot be 
said f or Peter's  recons truc t ion of  the e ven t).  
Her ar t icle conc l udes, " The sad truth is that 
we don' t k now what happened and we l l li\Y 
never k now . Bu t i t  would be unw ise to jump t o  
conc lusions abou t the cause of M r  Adarnsl<i ' s  
death, s ince t he very ex istence, l e t  a l one 
the murderous intent ions, of a l ien beings is 
s t i l l  a long way f ro m  being proven." . 
This is sensa t iona l ism? I f  i t  is,  u f olog y  needs 
a l l  t he sensa t iona l ism i t  can ge t .  

S i ncerely 

J erome C larke,  Lake Bluf f ,  I l l inois,  US A .  

Ocar J ohn, 
I w as ver y surpr ised - and very p leased -

to notice in t he last  issue of Magonia a 
reference to t he O A A  Me teor Sec t i on i n  
t he Woodbr idge UFO a r t icle by l a n  R idpa t h.  

I joined t he l\ A A  in  t he ear l y  I 940' s ,  
a n d  worked f or three years w i th t he me teor 
sec t i on 1 94 .5 - 4 7 .  I th ink this was the bes t 
train ing anyone could ever have to become 
a compe tent observer of l Jr:Os. I eau s t i l l  
iden t i f y  a l l  s tars br igh ter t han 5 th magni t ude , 
and I k now how to determ ine br igh t ness 
of objec t s ,  accura tely locate their track 
on the s t ar bac k �r ound and to measure 
t i mes w i thin abou t 1 / 5  sec . 

S ome add i t ional w ork d id for t he 
l\ A A  i nc l u d e d  me teor orb i t  calcu l a t ions 

f rom three or more s irnul taneo• ts obser va t ­
ions. I c a n  a l so de termine w he ther a meteor 
w as moving on a solar orb i t  or was a v is i tor 
f rom i n ter s tel l ar space. I was a lso pr i ve legt.•d 
to ana l y se t housands o f  me teor obser va t ions 
f r o 1 n  about 1 9 3 2  to 1 9'1 4 in an e f f or t  to 
de ter m ine t he f i ne s truc ture of the Perscid 
radiant.  

Dur ing t he hundreds of hours tha t 
spent obser v ing the nigh t sk y ,  objec ts 

such as f ireha l ls ,  corne ts, p l ane t s ,  the aurora 
and gegenschein became old f r iends. I sha l l  
never forge t a repor t in the Dai ly _M!!.r�:. 
some t i me in 1 94 7  when a ' S euior Police 
O( f icer ' saw a s t range g low ing objec t il l  
dawn i n  t he eas t ern sk y .  This ROt qu i t e  
a p l a y  i n  t he papers, b u t  I can assure you 
it was V enus, s ince I was observiug at the 
same t i me in the Si\me area . S i nce t hen 

have become <JU i te scep t ic a l  of repor t s  
of U FOs by pol ice men a n d  o ther of f ic i a l s  
w hose k now ledge o f  t l 1e night sk y is essen t­
i a l l y  zero. 

This is not t o  imply tha t I have no t 
seen any th ing unusual  or unexp l a i nab le in 
the night (or day t i me) sl< y .  But I am co\ d ident 

that rny I on� ex rosure to t he f'/\A M r t <'or 
5f'c t ion cn<thles me t o  dc t <'r r n i ne whil l i� 
and w ha t I � no t a urn, to  a much h igher 
drgrr-c of r :rr ta in t y than 'qur� l i f ird ' ohservrrs 
such a s A r my co l one l s  <md ro l icf' o r t iccr�.  

1\y chrck inp, w i t h  I I H' 1\ /\ /\  Mc t cor 
Sec t i on

� 
lr�n ha� shown an unusua l drgree 

o f p l a tn common sensf' w h i r:h 1 hea r t i l y 
app l aud . We need more pP.op lf' l i l<<' h i m  w ork­
ing in t h e U r o  f i f' ld; and I il rn  p lea sed tha t 
h i s r<'por t  w a o;  pr in trd in M<tgonia. 

K eer up the good work , e�pec ia l l y 
t h� hook r e v i P w s ,  w h ich are ex ce l l <'n t . 
R ay D M<lm1crs , I N F O, A r l i ng t on, V /\ , US A .  

Dear J olm, 

Could you explain why c l osf' encounter 
cases seem t o  h;we ceased p l aguin� us a f tP.r 
J R t h  M a y  1 9637 The reason I asl< h due 
t o  my r a t her be l a ted percf'p t l on tha t Pe ter 
R ogerson ' s in ter na t i ona l c a t a logue of Type 1 
u r o  repor t s , IN TCAT, had I t s la� t entry 
a l l oca ted to that  date.  S ince Magon ia 9 
h i s  a mb i t i ous projec t has f a i l ed to see the 
l ight  of day. Wha t has happened ? Did you run 
ou t of the p i nk ,  b lue or ye l low paper you 
were so f ond of p r i n t ing his c a t a logue on? 
Old t he MIIJ �e t t o  Pe ter before he had a 
r:hance to w r i te anymore? Did an of fened 
<�•J thor c l obber him for wr l t l n� one of h i s  
infa mous bool< re v iews ? Or , i n  t h e  l ip,h t o f  
t w o  c u r r e n t  u f  o lor, i c a l  f anc lf>s, d i d  the rock s 
bene a t h  U r m s ton shudder one n i p, h t  and 
Induce a bir th- t r auma in our in trep id cata­
loguer w h ich he has yet t o  r ecover f rom? 

Wha tever t he reason f or the d i sappear­
anr.e of IN TCA T I t h ink P e ter R oger son 
should have due recogn i t ion f or creat ing 
pr obab l y  one of the best p ieces of u f o l og ica l 
work in th is  coun t r y  In the p a s t  few years . 
The f a c t  tha t mAny uf olog i s t s seem to be 
unaware of 1 1 5  ex is tence , e ven w hen l t  
I s  puh l i shed , i �  probah l y due t o  the t endency 
of many people interes ted in the U F O  subjec t 
to be a t t r ac ted to 'new' avenues of specu­
l a t ion r a ther than in p,t>nu i ne research and 
invest iga t i on w ork . P erhaps t o  coun teract 
th i s  t rend w e  can f'xpec t t o  �ee t he re turn 
of IN TCAT to Magonia? Or do we ha ve to 
remain con ten t w i th the abrupt end of 
Pe ter ' s  map,num opus ?  

Regards, 
N ige l \Va tson, A l thorpe , Humberside. 

Puhlico tlon of IN TCA T ho� beP.n su.<::pended 
sfrtre Magonfo 9 larqely d11e to pres.c;ure 
of oU 1er ma terial. 111 the )'P.ars lt ho.'l been 
puhUshed we ho ve hmf li t. th·!· pm; f tive feedhock 
from our n>nrlcr�, and .'lome cri tical comment . •  

A complf"! f '!  mnnwtcript of IN TCA T "'' to 
t.h11 end of I !180 now exfst . .<l, ond we ore 
cow:lrlerinn woys of p11hlfshrng f t. We would 
welcome renders com mt!n ts. 

D<'ilr Mr H i m rnrr 

To Mr l l i l a r y  E v<ms '  t om i s t  adver t i s i ng <�r t i d f:>  
f or Norw a y ,  I rnu� t � a y  t ha t  t)(' is  p, i vinr, 
a dis tor t <>rl p i t - turf:>  of t he reil l � i t u a t ion: 
the case i � rnorf' cornp l k a tf'd than htr F. v<�n� 
t <' l l �.  S f' vr.r a l  s t or if's - not nccec;�ar i l y  oh sN VCi t ­
ions, bu t hoa x f' S  and p�ych k  i nc iden t �  - have 
br.<'n iden t i f i f'd or c lcared up by the Norsk 
ln� t i tu t t  f or V i tensk apc l ig r or sl<n ing og 0pp l y� ­
n ing ( N I V r o) 

l t  seE' rn s  to bc Cl turn for thc worc;c 
wlwn ufolog i � t s  se1y t h i nr, s  l i l< e:  " ...  no known 
ne1 h rr a l phenomenon o f f er s �o comp lc x a 
for m ano conduc t c; i t s<' l f  in �o c omp l ex a 
w a y  over so gr ea t a d i � ta ncf' ilnd over so 
sus t <t ined i\ prr i oo of t i me ." What  b A s i s  dof' s 
thr wr i t er hfl ve to �ay a ny t h i ng l i k e  t h i � ?  
I )O"S he k now tha t t he mo� t i n t f'l'f'St ing 
repor ts havt- been ex p la ined or toned down 
p.r<'a t l y?  for i ns t e1nc e ,  L a r �  L i l l�vold,  t ncn t ­
ioned in t he ar t ic l e , h<�s not  ob�Pr vco any 
s t r 1 1c t urcd ob j ec t ahou t 30 me tr e s f rom h i s 
housE'. When I rn e t  h i m  on November 7. 7 t h ,  
I && 3,  he to ld �� �e t he ob j ec t he saw w a s  
l i ke "bum i ng gas" ,  and he cou ld no t �ee 

any door s or ma rk i ng � , not e vcn a lll<' ta l ic 
colour was mC'n t ioned . ThE' es t i ma t ed d i s t ance 
<�t pr f'Sf'n t sef.' m� t o hE' 50-1;0 rnc trf's,  hu t 
th i�  � ta t f'men t var i<'s f rom t i rn<' to t i me . 

The colour pho togr <�phs by A r ne W .  
W i � t h are s t rong l y doub t ed b y  N I V FO, and 
t h<'y arC' currt-n t l y «t G ronnd Sauccr W a tch.  
Mr \V i � th ' s � t a tf'rnents ha ve been proven 
by N I V F O  on a nurnher of occ <��s ions to 
be f ; d�e.  

The ca se men t i on of t he two s i s te rs , 
in 1 9 .5 '' •  must be r<'g a rrled <�S a hoa x , e1ncl 
t l 1<' �o-c <� l lf'd 'co lour changed cAr' hits be<'n 
ex p lA i ned many t i mes in t he rned i e� .  nu t 

t tf olog i � t s w i l l  go on forever rcr,Mding IFO� 

as t i r Os,  · b�r:ause the y arc f ;m t as t ic t <� lcs , 
not because they nf'ed to bE' s t 1 1d i f.'d sc icn t i f ic ­
a l l y .  

nack to  t he l l es�da l en r: as<': N I V r o  
h a �  l aunched a theor y o f  p l a s ma phenomenon, 
whkh W(' are w ork ing on, in  con tac t w i t h  
t he U n i ver� i  t y  of  Trondhe i rn , and wh ich 

we hope to pub l i sh in Eng l ish a s  soon a �  
po�� ib lf' . · 

W i t h  lwc; t r rgi\rd� f r o rn  our org;:111 i �a l i�ms, 
Y our c; f <1  i I h f 1 1 1 1  y, 

.l il n K r o� h .  N I V f- C 'l, Tr ondh(' i l l l ,  N or w a y .  

Drilr John, 
/\ �  Magonia r,oPs t ru ly in tNn<� t ional  it  i s  
i n trrc s t i ng t o  � e E'  h o w  repor t s on uf o l ogy 
in A lger ia a nd Norw a y compan � ,  and how 
the sub jec t r e c; t �  w i t h i n  t he con t e x t of t h e i r  
rf:'spn: t i ve c u l t ure�.  

Thierry P invidic po in t s out the I s l a m ic 
� l a n t  whNe i n  A re la t i ve l y undeve loped coun try 



w i th i ts own non-western h i s t or y ,  has i ts 
own i n terpre t a t i on of Sohone T a i r a ,  their 
own f l y ing saucer arr.h types which f i t  into 
their  own c u l t u r a l  her i t age. This I do not 
see as suppress ion b u t  a s  par t of  the evolut ion 
o f  both cul ture and r e l i g ion.  Where t he wes t ­
erni sed idea of U F Os e x i s t s  in A lger i a  i t  
is  through t he cross-cu l t ural  exchange w i t h 
t he F r ench, w ho t hese days seem to lead 
European t h ink i ng on UFOs. 

H i l ar y  Evans i n  N or ther n L igh t s  high­
l igh t s  the s ta te of  play f or an emerg i ng 
European cou n try  under very d i f ferent c ircum­
s t ances. Nor w a y ,  as s t a ted, i s  o f  large area 
and sma l l  popu l a t ion, a high s t andard of 
l i v ing and comp l e t e l y  w i thin t he western 
trad i t i on.  l t  rnay be t h a t  t h i s  e x p l os ion o f  
U F Os i s  par t of some ' technolog ic a l  revo.lu­
t ion';  that  is,  par t of t he c u l tur a l  evolu t iOn 
of  an e merging n a t i on ( t he ir  footba l l  team, 
a f ter a l l ,  bea t  Eng l and not so long etr,o). 
Drawbac k s  I see to the ver ac i t y of  these 
rt'por ts  are the sheer s i ze of  the c oun try 
and spar s i t y  of popu l a t ion, w h ich must be 
a h indrance to ge t t i ng an y c lear pic t ure 
of the real s i tu a t ion. ' 

Where .N or w a y  is s t i l l ,  perhaps, 30 
years behind ' ot ��r wes tern coun t r ies i s  in 
its fear of the ' R ed Menac e ' .  This  is very 
under s t andable w hen one considers the f re­
quen t v i o l a t ion o f  i t s sover e i gn terr i t or y .  
They f e e l  t hr ea tened, and w h o  wouldn' t 
be 1n t he same pos i t ion? To i mag ine an invas-
on of a ir space, as well  o f  the pr oven invasion 

of ter r i tor i a l  w a ters,  is par t of the same 
condi t i on - par t i cu l n r l y  when one t akes into 
accoun t the 'G hos t R oc k e t s '  so recen t i n  
Scand i na vian h is t or y .  

Both of t hese f ac tors show i n teres t ing 
as ides to the increasing l y  d i m i n i sh ing f ield 
of u f o l og y .  A lger i a  and N or w a y ,  both w i t h 
l i t t le h i s tory of such p henome�a bu t �or 
d i f feren t reasons, now head ing In opp�s 1 te 
d i rt>c t ions. The I s l a m ic inf luence w i l l  con t mue 
to damp down the 'Sohone Ta i r a ' ,  so U F Os 
are unl i k e l y  to panic the A lger ians undu ly ; 
w h i l e in N or w a y ,  the ever-prese n t  and real  
f ear of  R ussian invasion w i l l  prove enoug h 
i ncen t i ve to doubt w h a t  one sees in the 
sl< y ,  e ven in a prosperous, . uncler-popu l a  ted 
coun t r y ,  w here a f f l uence and m� reased leasurc 
t i me lend themse l ves t o  spec u l a t iOn. 

Thus i n  two who l l y  sep a r a t e  ar t ic les 
w e  see a nea t su rnrn in� up of the con tempor­
a r y  popul a r  ex t r emes on l i F Os.  

Y ours s i ncer e l y ,  
A l an G ardiner ,  Sou t h  Cha i l e y ,  E as t  Susse x .  

L e t t e r s  f o r p u b l i c a t iO n ,  c o rn men t i n� 
on i t ems m Magonia or a1 1y o t her t op ic ,  
a r e  w c lc.on lt' .  
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BOOKS 

Ill I\ 

R AN DL ES ,  J enny . UFO Reali ty .  H a le,  1 983 .  

A l t hough sub t i t led ' A  C r i t ic a l  L ook 
at t he Evidence ' ,  and ack now ledg i ng that 
' seep t i c i s m  i s  the on I y path t o  �rue t�nd� r ­
s ta nding' , I f ound t h e  book both d t sappo m t mg 
and ir r i t a t i ng; i t  is based on poo� arg.umen l s  
and w i sh f u l  t h i nk ing. I t s  conc hrs 1on I �  t h a t  
some lJ FOs ( o r  r a the r  U /\Ps) a r e  i n t e l l igen t l y  
con trol led , p h y s ic a l ,  a l ien devices w h i c h  
e m i t  h a r m f u l  r ad i a t i on, cause cancers,  a l ter 
the minds of  w i tnesses and even k i l l .  L e t  
ou t c l auses o f  t h e  ' some would say tha t . · . ' 
t ype abound , b u t  t he au thor ' s  bel i e f s are 
c lear . 

E v i dence comes f rom t he w e l l -known 
r es idue of sigh t i n�::s l e f t a f ter weed i ng ou t 
iden t i f i ab l es ( I F Os) and The U F O  l l andboo_!<_ 
by t lendr y is referenced:-fH e  was . able to 
iden t i f y  abou t 90% of U F Os desp 1 t e  r,ross 
d i s tor t i ons i n  tes t i mony sub m i t ted by e ven 
t he mos t respec t ab le of w i tnf'sses.) R and les  
f orge t s  tha t he d i d  .!l_� 1 nanage to  show 
tha t t he resid11e s igh t i ngs are repor ted any 
more accur a t e l y  than the 9096, <Hld she 
goes on to say: ' There does seem t o  be 
an i n tu i t i ve d i f ference between t he hes t  
o f  t h e  une x p l a i ned cases and t hose e x ar,ger ­
a t ed IF Cis . . .' r p .  3 7]. Con tr ad i c t ing l l endr y ,  
she argues tha t U F O  repor ts  �� gener a l l y  
accur a te obser v a t ions. I reme11 1ber R andles 

01 1ce ask ing ( a f ter show ing t h a t  t w o  peop le 
su f f e r ed severe physiolog i c a l  e f t Pc ts by 
observ i ng t he moon) ' I f  a s t r a ight forwar:d 
s t i mu lus can be d i s tor ted as gross l y  as t h 1 s  
b y  t w o  w i t nesse s ,  h o w  r.an w e  t•ver b e  sur e 

tha t ar� U F O  repor t is va l id? '  l!?!��� _g�_E�r!, 
) , I , J� y - 1 98 2 1. N ow she us�s the nal vt> 
asser t i on tha t the on l y  a l terna t i ve to ilC:Ct'p t -· 
i ng w i t nesses' r epor t s  l i  tf'r a l l y  is t o  c a l l  

t h P. rn  l i ar s .  

T h e  hook f rPqut'n t l y prrsr. n t s  t he ( ilr, a i n  
o l d) idra t ha t  ' The phrl lOi r lf'non cou ld h e  
d r l i h e r a t e l y i l l lp l a l l t i ng f a lse r. v idenre . . .  ' 
ll 1 h n p l <1 i n s w hy l i F O  w i t nessPs rnr�J.:e 
' s l i ps ' i 1 1  t he i r  i 1 1 terro�<1 t ion and d i sc r ed i t  
t hc msc l vf's . 

F e w  of the r ases quo t ed wer r. i l l vt' s t ip,­
a t ed per snna l l y  hy t he au t hor who srcrns 
t o  accep t sr("ond -hand repnr t s w i t hou t ques t ­
Ion . .S he nccl i t s  t he r id icu l ous hool< by H ay 
S tr�nford, �_o_s:or ro .�_1:1-�eL _i!]_ � .Ps_n..!_a.f.?..!!. 
Pan_�- ( 13 h reapp le 11ook s , 1 9 76, sr.e review 
·ii\- Ml JFO" new ser i es IJ , 1 9 76) as l!'et v ing 
' . .  l i t t l e  doun t tha t a ma ter ia l cr a f t  of somf' 
k i 1 1d hnd be('n pr('sen t . '  [ p .  J IJ )j Thf' 1 9R0 - 8 1  
n. end lesha rn Fores t inc iden t ( i n  whkh she 
has brcorne invol ved) reprrsen t s  ' . .  wha t 
rnay bc:- t he mos t  ama z mg U F O  Inc iden t 
ever In 11r i t a in . • .  ' [p . l 4 7 l i l <w i nr, read the 
SCUFOIH repor t by 1\ f f l ecl< and S l 1 1pp w r i t ten 
bdore t he cnse gn i ncd no tor ie t y i n  a Sunda y 
new spaper , I f ind the R ancl les vers ion sen ­

S<� I ionn l r uhb ish . 
Cur ious s t a tements w h ir:h h i n t  a t  deep 

sip,ni f icance bu t rnf'nn no t h ing use f u l  rtrf' 
of t en used: ' Then· was no indic rt t i on t ha t 
the lan t ern ( damaged by a U F O ]  had hee1 1  
s t r uck by a coheren t b e a m  of r ad i a t ion 
(e.g.  a l a ser). '  [p. 1 '1 9 ]  is an f'x a mp l e . 1-l ow 
cmild you t e l l  If i t  had been so s t r uck? 

Sorne o ther t op icsra ised in the book 
are: i t  w ou ld be use f u l  for Wa �hoe ( the 
/\ rn e r k a n  c h i mp lear n ing si�n l angur��d 
to see a U F O  and then i n terr oga t e h i m  L P· 
I l l ]; cat� may be ab l e to see t hrough o;ol i d  

ob jec ts using t h e i r  w h i skers fp.  I J 3 1; cM -s top 
c<��es rnay be duf' to t i me-warps [ p .  I 3 7 1; 
U FOs d i�p,u i se themselves as h i rd� j u s t  to 
mak e t h i ngs _d i f f icu l t f or us.  

Throughou t the book anonymous sc- I en t ­
i s t s  are asc r i bed s t ereot ype a t t i tudrs expres­
s l y  f or the purposf' of i n�u l t ing the m. Preo­
S\ t r nab l y  R andles t h i nk s  b_� a rgumen t s  a re 
based on sden t i f ic df'duc t inns not j us t gos� ip .  
1\ flliO t a t ion f r orn chap ter 1 2: 'f"rom a l l  
t hrse poi n t s ,  plus a sub jec t i ve eva lua t ion 
of a l l  t he r u mours I ha ve heard and the 

� �ne r a l  l e v e l  of U F O  repor t s  thems e l ves 
( some nf w h ich must sur e l y  have been re­
corded on r ada r) , I ha ve t o  reach a s t ar t l i ng 
cnndus ion . ft would no t surpr i se me In the 
lens t to learn t h a t  c a�es of t he ca l ibre 
of Lak enhea th have occurred dozens of 
t i mes . . . ' {p . l 63 l 

--- - -

In c hnp t f'r 1 .5  Wt' mee t  an o l d f r i end: 
• nu t  I t h i 1 1k t hPre are c leilr indi c:n t inns w i t hi n 
t he re("ords • . .  tha t da t a  en t N the subc on­
sdous o f  the w i tness and are being ddih­
er a tdy p l rtced t hen· b y  the phenomenil . . •  a t  
�ol rnc f u t t rr e  ffil t e  ' t hf'y' w i l l  rf' l f'n se s i rnu l t ­
< menus ' t r igger�·  w h k h  w i l l  en:�hle t he in for­
ma t ion t o  f i ow in to our suiKonsciow; rn i11d . . .  
Th('re> i s  onl y  one way t o  sol ve the pu7. 7. le� 
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b r i np, e vN yonr t or, e t hN and ro-opf'r<l t r  . . . 

th 01 t would rrq1 1 i re  g loba l un i t y . ' 
The nu thor hils pre v iouc; l y show p,rra t 

apprf'c i il l ion of t he h igh I II IC N t a i n t if'S <I SSOI ­
i n tf'd w i t h I IFO r t'pnr t s . Thic;  under s t nnd inr, 
SP<' I I • S  to h <1 ve con f l ir t t'd w i t h hC'r w i c;h 

th<1t t he subjrc t r e rn<1 in f' l n o t i ona l l y  sn t i s f y inp, 
to lwr and her emo t ions h r� vf' won the hil t t lf' .  
Tha t i s  undr r s t ; mdnh iC' ,  h u t  i f  s h f'  con t inue s 
to pa r ade i nc:ons i s tE'n t anrl i r r a t inn n l  f ip,rne n t s  
of her i m a p, i nCt ' i on as r ac l ua l l y barkr.d theor ­

i e s  w h i l s t hur l i ng evanr,f' l i s i ng i nsu l t s  a t  
anyone who does not  agr er w i t h  hrr ,  she 
can on l y  l ool< s i l l k r  by t he hook . 

I th ink t h a t  a l l  thc:- U F O  s t nr ies c i ted 
by her i nc lud i ng ' r <td<1r v i su a l s ' ,  d ne f i l m s ,  
c l ow enr oun tE'rs  and phy s i o lng i c a l  e f f e c t s  
e tc . ,  are P,f'nera t f'd w i thou t the h e l p  or 
a l ien f orce s , ' m i nd - rnc:- lds ' and so on . l t  
I s  ob v ious l y t i me I dernons t r \l t ,-.rl thc:- ror r ec t ­
n��� o f  m y  theor y . David I S i mpson. c-) 
M("Cl l l R E ,  K e v in .  The Evldenc� for V i!>ion!> 

of the V i rgin Mar y . 1\fl t Hlr i a n  l ' rf'ss 
f or ASS /\ P ,  1 98 3. £ 2 . 50.  

In a f ie ld where a l rnos t <� 1 1  the prev ious 
l l k r a ture h<1s been sec t ar i ; m ,  p ie t i� t ic or 
p n l e m ic ,  this  bool< is rspC'C i <l l l y wclrorne. 
l t  provides an exce l le n t  sum mar y , cr i t ic<1l  
hu t a l w a y !> sens i t i v e ,  o f  Mar ian v i s i ons.  

Onr of tht' t es t s  {or nny in t roduc t ory 
book i� w h e t her i t  i l l u rn i n <t t f5's a suh j f'c t for 
those w i t h l i t t le previ nus l<now lcdr,e of 
i t .  /\� rny own know l edge nf suc h v i s ions was  
l il r r, d y  l i rn i  ted to accoun t s f rom preclornin­
<�n t l y UFO-or ien tf'd w r i ters I wa� C:f'r tr� i n l y 
r(';�ding t h is hook as a nov icf' , <1 nd I mos t 
c e r t a i n l y  found i t  ex t reme ly edu a t i ve . 
McCiure w r i t(' s  w i t h c l ar i t y ilnd dd iber a t ion, 
and n<'ver s t r Cl ys i n t o  tha t itppa l l i ng c on­
dcsct!nd i ng s t y le tha t  mars sorne ' i n t roduc tor y '  
work. 

Thf' au t hor s�>es the Mar i nn v i s inns 
as hu rnn n expN iencPs , to be E' x a rn ined i n  
thC' i r  psycholog i c a l  a n d  soc i olog i c a l  con tex t .  
F r o m  thC'SE', i n t e r es t i ng p a t tern emf'rge. The 
bor der bet ween t he r e l ig i ous v i s ions and 
t hose of ghos t , f ;� i r it's,  and ot her f igurf's  of 
popu l ar folk lore appf' a r s  t o bf' very t h i n .  
T h e  L ourdes appar i t ion w as i n i t i Ct l l y  b c l icvt'd 
to he t he ghost nf a loc a l  g i r l .  One of the 
w i t nessf's of Pon t rnr� i n a t f ir s t though t 
t ht' J l�ure to be a prese n t i men t nf t he dea t h  
of h is solcl i N  brothN. The appar i t ion a t  
L a  .Sa l e t te warned agil i n s t  bad harvests had 
rnnre th:m the ec ho<>s of sorne pre -C:hr i s  t i a n  
E'ilr t h  p,ocff'SS o r  r.or n-rna iden . 

ThC' per c l p i E'n t s  were of t Pn chi l dren 
l i v i ng I n  t>x t r e r ne l y s t ressful  cond i t ions, In  
co r n rmrn i t ies which were themsel ves under 
� t r('o;s.  The problems of modernls<1t ion and 
!>ecu l a r l 7. rt t lon appear to be corn mon fcn tures 

I 
i . 
I 

I : 
I . 
i .

. 

I : 
I : I :  
I 



in �any accounts up to the pr esen t ,  w i th 
the use of the visions by u l tra-trad i t iond l i s t  
groups in t h e i r  s truggle aga inst refor m ing 
elements In the Church. 

The au thor conc ludes that t here i s  no 
e v i d e n c e  f or miraculous i n ter ven t ion in 
such cases, but  that there is e v idence f or 
paranormal powers on the par t of some 
of t he c h i ldren, and their apparent ab i l i t ies 
to respond s imult aneously to unde tec t ed 
st imu l i .  There are cur ious hints  such as 
the c l a i m  by the f r ench uf olog i s t  Cornu , 
that the nu r1 1ber of me teorolog ical anoma lies 
interpre ted as di vine omens rose drama t ic a l l y  
from I 9'0 o n .  fur ther de t a i l s  w ould b e  
m o s t  we lcome. 

R ec om mended as essen t i  
t o  a l l  Magonia readers.  + 

read ing 
P.R.  

EV ANS ,  H i lary. The Evidence for UFOs. 
Aquar ian Press f or ASS A P ,  1 98 3 .  £ 2  • .50 

To cover ' a l l  abou t U F Os ,  the uni verse 
and e very thing'  in abou t I 40 pages is  a 
f a i r l y  t a l l  order and i t  is to the aut hor's  
cred i t  that he has made a good s tab a t  i t .  

Mos t  aspec t s  of the subjec t are g i ve 
fair  trea t men t ,  and the presen ta t ion of many 
of t he new ideas com ing f rom F rance t o  a 
Br i t ish r eadership is we lcomed. The soc io­
logic a l ,  psychological and physical f acets of 
t he UFO exper ience are • all dea l t  w i th, 
and some th ing of the b e w i lder ing complex ity 
of. the subj ec t comes through. 

· 
H owever, I do not think that  the book 

puts across the of ten ex t reme amb igu i t y  
of i nd i v idual  cases. H i lary clearly  sees t h a t  
collec t i ve l y  t he cases are a mbiguous, y e t  
i nd i vidua l l y  he w ould l ike t o  s l o t  t h e m  into 
neat ca tegories - this  one a cra f t ,  that an 
in t e l l igent l ight ,  t h is a misiden t i f ic a t ion, and 
so forth.  Perhaps this  is caused by t he lack of 
space t o  discuss Ind i v idual cases at leng th. 

The author may be r a t her too sanguine 
about t he possib i l i t y  of truly e x o t ic orig ins 
f or ' U FOs'; and it must be said tha t his  
occassional r ash talk of " many thousands 
of [al leged] UFO sight ings have been inves t ig ­
a t ed suf f icien t l y  thorough l y  to estab l ish 
that  no easy sol u t ion i s  forthcom i ng" (p. )t;), 
" there are tens of thousands of al leged 
photographs in ex is tence" (p. 6.5) leaves one 
w i th ser i ou s  doub ts.  The most comprehens i ve 
catalogues of U F O  photographs tend towards 
t he 1 000 mark, and much t he same must 
sur e l y  be said about "su f f ic iently  thoroughly" 
(wha tever that might  mean) Invest iga ted I JFO 
repor t s .  

T h e  u s e  of t h e  term "su f f ic ien t l y  
thorough l y" i l lustrates a par t icular d i f f ic u l t y  
o f  the subjec t .  H ow ,  unless one k n o w s  every 
sing le U F O  inves t igator ,  and .their foibles, 
biases and spec ial  Interests,  can one gauge 
whether or not they have i n ves t ir-a t ed a 
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case "su f f ic ien t l y  thoroughly"? What possible 
r�ason cou ld, say, a Norwegian uf o l og i s t  
w t th a r easonable command of Eng l ish have 
for doub ting that R anda l l  J ones-Pugh had 
" s u f f icien t l y  invest iga ted" the IHppers ton 
a f f a i r ?  But we all know what H i lary f ound. 

At one point 1 -t i lary comes to a tent­
a t i ve pro-ETH solut ion, w h ich did not seem 
to be ind icated by the main tex t ,  or his  
ear l i er w r i t ings, and w h ich c a me as something 
of a surprise. Natural ly,  I was i n t eres ted to 
see w hich cases had i mpressed him so Jookec1 
back on t he ones he offered as poss ible 
e vidence of E T  intervent ion. Jt  is  my con ten t ­
i o n  t h a t  these cases do n o t  provide such 
unequivocal test i mony , and I ou t l ine a few 
brief lyr  

The sigh ting of a huge, i l lumina t ed 
obj ect over Part ing ton, Greater Manches ter 
In J 9 7 7  was made by a hand f u l  of peop le 
In a single group, desp i te it  passing over 
a densel y  popula t ed area. J enny R ancl les,  
one of t he Invest ig a tors,  has c i t e d  i t  as 
an ex ample of a 'subjec t i ve U F O ' .  The 
e v idence seems cons istent w i t h  e x t reme 
d i s tor t ion of a view of an aircra f t from 
M anchester Airpor t .  

The Exeter incidents of 1 96.5 seem just 
the sor t of case which is  dest ined to remain 
a mb iguous. Things seen a t  nigh t by f r ightened 
peop le do not seem the bes t of e v idence. 

A c l assic cloud c igar case from V ernon, 
F r ance,  1 9 5 4 .  I had though t these c ases 
had been r e t ired some years ago w i th the 
r ecognit ion that they may well be pecu liar 
c loud e f fec tsJ f u r t her mor e ,  i t  id no t at a l l  
c l ear j u s t  w h a t  Inves t igat ion, I f  a n y ,  took 
p lace on this case. C an any thing be sal vaged 
f rom t he wreckage of the f rench wave 
of 1 9 54 7 

I am not �uggest ing that  these c<tses, 
and the other that H i lary c i tes, and which 
I submi t are subjec t to s i m i lar cri ticisms, 
are not Interest ing, or Indeed that they 
are not i l lus t r a t i ve of the t ype of case 
w h ich can Inc l ine peop le towards the E T H ,  
b u t  say ing " I  c a n  see n o  other way to accou n t  
f or such cases" i s  p i tching i t  far too h i g h .  

Hav ing made these c r i t icisms, I would 
not w ish them to be t aken as i 1 1dka t i ng 
that I regard this  as a poor book . I commend 
i t s treatme n t  of t he soc i a l  background to 
the phenomenon. The general  treatment 
Is  calm and considered, and the author ' s  
openly sta ted commi t ments ne ver prevent 
him presen t ing e v idence w hich may see rn  
t o  contr adic t them. The s t y l e  is p l easan t 
and easy to r ead. I just  feel that  if some 
o f  t he hyperbole had been cu t ou t it would 
have been e ven be t ter.  P.R. 

K IN C . ,  r r r� nc i :.  and S1 1 TI l r: P L /\ N n , l sabf' l .  
The H f•bir lh of M:lJ�ic. Coq � i ,  1 9 R J .  

1\ n <l l l l i i S i i) J � , p, r l l r r <� I J y  sc r r t ic�1 l 1  
b u t  h y  1 10 rnr;ms ullc;y r l lp <t l hc t ic Sl l l l l l l l .lr y  nf 

t l •<' r i sf' o f  modcr n r i tu<� l tl •<�g i c .  The> wor ld 
of t he r i t u<� l lnCIJ� id;m r l r r� r l y  hr� s sornr 
rcc;rrnb l cl l ll 'f' to t h<l t of  SO I l l(' l l i Orlf'r l l  u f  O I OJ{ ·· 
jo; t o;  - e n coul l t N S w i t h  l l ly s t r r i ot r s  bc i11g�,  
psychic b a t  t l rs  <Jnrl  s t r;mr,<' l r f'<� sur r:- h u n t � .  
Th i <;  i s  llf  ('(ll lr Sl' no coi rw irlf'nc r ,  h u t  rr�r l 
of .-. cont inuing cul t u r <t l  t r adi t ion.  

F rcmd s K i ng i s  a r r('nJ� n i c;<'rl � u t hor i t y 
on the h i � t or y  of c o n t r r npor<� r y  ()('C"U i t  l l i()Vr ­
rnen t s ,  <md t hough t h i s  hook l;rcks l h r  rn<�ss i v<' 
cff' t Ci i l  of J :\ 1 1 1rs Wchh's w or k s ,  i t  is murh 
more rf'<�dablr, and m nl<r s  <I n <'XCrl lf'n t 
i n t ro(h rc t inn to t l u �  !'iubj<'c t .  

I n  thr f i na l c:hil p t er t lw a u t hors corn ­
m<'n t t ha t  the grow th of mr�gk is rar t of � 
w ider esot e r ic r e v i v a l .  They could h a vf' 
f,OIIf' Oil In Sl iP,�f' S t  t h a t  t h i s  i t s d f  is bu t 
pm t of a r, l oh<� l  r e v i v a l  o[ f unda rnen t r� l i sm 
i n  al l  r f' l ig i ()no; r� nd idrnlog i r <� l  mov<'rnen t s .  

H OL L , W i l l i a m  G .  e t  a l .  H c !'>cilrch in Par<t­
psyc.hology : ah�t rac ts anc1 paper-; from 
t he 2'Hh Annual Conv('n t ion of the 
P a r <�ps yr.holor,y A s soc i a t i on ,  1 98 1 .  
Scarecrow l' r es!'i, Metuchcn, 1 98 2. 
D i s t r ihut erl in the 1 J K  hy 1 \a i l y  1\ros. 
and S w i n f en) 
1\ v<1 s t  re�11ge of t op ic s  is covrrerl in 

t h i s  volun1r . M <J jor thf'rnes a t  t h i s  confcrenc<' 
\Vf'ff' PK uc; inR cornpu t P r S  and G a n 7. f ie l! l  cx rc>r ­
i r nf'n t s .  W h i lt• many pe�rrr s e� r e  r h i d l y of 
in t eres t  to acaclr rn ic p<�rapsychol0g i s t s ,  o t hE-rs 
have a w ider appf' a l .  P a u l  SchnE'd< and S t anlt>y 
K r i ppener d i scuss rl C' i'I SI' o f  f (ll< f' rho t ograrhy 
f rom H t� i t i  (p.  29), P a t r ic G e i s l r r  (p.  J7) r"ror t s  
o n  p o t  t f' q � e i s t - l i l<e inciden t s  C f' n t r rd on 
th<' o;hr i nC's of the C anclomb le ( /\ I r o - l\r<� 7. i l ie�n) 
poss('ss ion t r ancf' c u l t .  

A n  imp or t a n  t papN b y  Throdorf' X .  
narbr r  ;:�ncl <ilwr y l  C .  W i l son (p .  11 I )  i -;  o r  p<lr f -r i c u l ;t r  i n tcr r s t  to u f olog i s t s .  T hey �how t h r� t  
f'Xr f' l l f' n t  hypnot ic st rhjrc t s  Cl r r  ' f an t asy -prom• '  
pcr sone� l i t i r s .  nur i nP, chi lci1H>(1rl t h e y  l i ve f or 
n H rc h  of thr t i m<' in 

.
a rr�al<f' -hd i r v; .

w()r ld and 
:;p!:'nd ur to half t he n  t r rne ( ;t n t ;:� <; r o; rnp, .  Thf'sr 
f <m ta s i<'s arr of trn sn v i vid as to br 'h;� l lurin­
a tor y ' ,  h<�v(' an au t 01 1 1<1 t k  qu<� l i t y ,  t� nd can 
r, i ve r i se to [)h y s i r: a l  r f f PC t S .  /\ s  chi ldrf'l l  t hC �f' 
sub j e c t s  br l i <' vrd i n  f n i r i f.' s  f' t r . ,  and arP s t i l l  
n o t  !'>l lrf.' thry rlon ' t rx i s t .  They sre t l wmscl vf's 
Cl!'> psyc h i c ,  w i t h  f <1n r l t i rs of pr<'rog n i t inn,  t�nd 
t f' l�p�r thk rncoun t r r � .  Two- t h i rds () f  t he 
�MnpiC' ht�d v i v i d  OOI'f:'!!i ,  ;)bou t h a l f  h.1d 
<�pp<1 r i t io11<1 l  r.xprr i(' ncrs.  They t !'ndC'd to 
'hcc<'rnc' thr r o J r <;  t h<'y p i <J yr ! l .  

In ; )  f o l l nw - up pt�rrr , W i l l i il m H () l l  
(p . 2 1 7) shows how thrc!' Wf' l l  lmow r ncdi t t m s  
( [' i lr!'n <. ;ar r e t ,  C l ;)d y s  1. ('()nard Cll ld  L eonnrf' 
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P ipN) f i t  t h i <;  pu l t rr n .  F r� n t <�sy -prnn(' s1 1hjrc t s  
�f'lld<'d I n  h r  rnrour<�grd i n  f <HI I CI <; y  b y  s i 1� n i r ­
rc <�n f  Mh r l t s ,  l<mc l i nrss ;md i <. o l <� t ion,  ;md " 
r werl t o rSC<IIW f r o 1 1 1  ;, h"d rnv i ron1 1wn l .  l ' nl t ­
f'q;c i s t  suh jrc t s  t r ndf'd to h<' f r�n l il sy - rr ()rw,  
;md Hnl l  sugr,n l s  t hil t f ; m t r�<;y  r nr� y br r '< p r r c; ­
Sf'd i n  t hr rhysir a l  f or rn  of  P K  d fc c t s .  

I c ""' 'o t t h i nk t hil t J ohn l k l o r r ( p.  1 79) 
wou lc1 he sn k r C'n to C ;) l l  f or ;, c o r n r n i t t r ()( 
rnqu i r y  i n t o  p'>i  H he h<td f'X <t l l dnrd t hr s;)d 
h i s tory o f  tlw < :ondnn rnqu i r y !  P.R 

J EN K I N S ,  E l i 7. i'lbf' t h .  The �hadow :1nd the Ligh t 
a defenr.e of Oanid Ounglas l lome the 
med ium. l l am ish H a m i l ton,  1 9 8 2 .  £ 1 2 . 9 5  

T h i s  hool< i n t roducf' s  us t o  l l orne b y  
s a y i ng� " /\ s  h i s  b i r t hdily w a s  Mmch 2 0 t h ,  h r  
W<l S  o n  t h e  cusp o f  t he zorl i e� c <� l  s ign P i scC's." 
The r f'.<�der is t hw; l rn nu�rl i <t t f' l y warnrd 
t h a t  t h i s  is hr�rd l y  l ik d y  to he a c r i t ic e� l ,  
schol a r l y  b i ography.  R epea ted r r f f•rcnces t o  
" w onder f u l  ph<'nornena", an n l r n o s t  t o t a l  
w i l l i ngn«"ss t o  t nke l l orne's o w n  autobiogr arhy 
a t  f .1c e  v a h rc ,  and an april r e n t  ahi l i t y  t o  
cons ider thf' notor i ous l)a venror t h r o t hers as 
gE' nu i nc psych ir:s rnai<Ps it  c l er�r thnt we a r e  in 
f or a d i f' t or  nedu l i t y . 

H ome W t\ S  c l e a r l y  an e x t raor d i n i'l r y  sod e� l  
phe nom('non , a l rno !'i t  a n i ne t f't�n l h  c e n t u r y  
f'qu i va le n t  of a pop-S t tl r ,  who m ana�erf t o  
r f' a c h  i n t o  the t o p  d r a w e r  of V ic t or i <�n  
SC'c if' t y .  H i s ab i l i t y  t o  m a r r y  Wf' l l -p l an�d 
R us-;ian l;:�di<>s m u <; t  have e�rousrd e n v ious 
thotrRh t s, and no doubt i ncr e e� scrl the bit  tNm·ss 
of thC' pole m i c s  a�ainst  h i m .  

1 t  is  c iPar t h ;r t ,  i f  accu r a t e l y  repor ted,  
many of I l o rTI(� ' s  feats  wo• J id be d i f f ic u l t  to 
exp la in  hy t r iri< N y .  In  some e<tses conven t i ona l 
e x pl ana t ions would seem to rcq u i r P  f nr 
Rrca ler  phy s i c a l  s t. a rn ina the�n t he con�u n tp t i ve 
1-forne po-;scssed . The d i f f ic u l t y  l i f'!'> w i t h the 
' r�cr:ur a t e l y  rC'por tcd ' ,  a d i f f ic u l t y  cornpoundrd 
by t he f ac t  t h a t  much o f  the e vidf'nCf' abou t 
l lome, and other n i ne t e e n t h  crn t u r y  spir i t ­
ua l i � t s ,  comes f rom pole m i c a l  l i t<'r a t ur r  f rom 
e i ther c r edulous be l i e vers or f i re-br e a t h i ng 
deh i unl<ers.  not h  sides of ten userl s t a t e m e n t s  
h a v ing on l y  a t an�e n t i a l  connec-: t i on w i t h  
t h r  t r u th, <111d w i t h a t o t a l  d i �r ep,ard f or the 
l ibel  l a w s  w h ic h  .seems i nc r e rl i h l e  i n  our 
presrnt pussy f oo t ing aRe· P .  R .  

nH A N DON , U u th.  llu� Spir i t ua l i s ts; t h e  p<�.ssion 
for t he O<"OI I t in  thP nine teen th nncl twen­
t ie t h  crn t 1 1r ics. W e idf'n f c l d  r�nd N ic ho l son, 
£ 1 2. 50.  

The n·e�dcr who buys this  bonl< look ing 
r or " SC'I i()us <�na l y s i s  of n i ne t <'PII th century 
�pir i t u CI I i � m  a1 1d i ts  soc i a l  and i n t e l lec t u a l  
b<�dq�round w i l l  b e  d i sappo i n ted.  l t  i s  i 1 1  
fac t a work o f  polem i c a l  scep t ic i sm; as 



overs imp l i s t ic and m is leading in i t s  ow n 
way as l'r ian Jng l is 's  credulous 1:-Ja t� �!� 
Superna t ura l  i s  in  i t s way .  

R u t h  Brandon 's  cen tra l  t l w s i s  i s  tha t 
t hose who took a l l eged paranor mal  phenomena 
ser iousl y  were ac t ing f rom re l iG ious mo t i ves.  
Hut  th is  poin t is  ne ver ex panded proper ­
l y ,  and there is no de t a i l ed d i scussion as  
to why rel ig ious doubts  a t trac ted peop le 
towards spir i tua l i sm.  The a t t r ac t ion which 
psychic research had f or 'an t i -mater ia l i s t '  
i 1 1 te l lec tua ls  i n  t he 1 880s w a s  ver y d i f feren t 
f rom the a t t r ac t ions of table- t i l t ing i 1 1  t he 
1 8 50s. Indeed, ear l y  spir i tua l i s t  saw them ­
sel ves as par t of a progressi ve movemen t ,  
a 'sc ien t i f ic '  i nves t iga t ion i n t o  areas pre­
v ious ly  reser ved f or re l ip, ion. 

Indeed, R u t h  lkandon ' s  thesis breaks 
dow n ver y  rap id ly  because the t ru ly  massi ve 
credu l i t ies  o f  psychic research - t he 'rnater ia l ­
i s a  t ion' phenomena were not champio1 1cd 
by  sur v i va l i s t s .  R iche t and Schr t:nck -No t z ing 
f or example  were vehemen t ma ter ia l i s t s ,  
as  a r c  two of t l 1e most impor t a n t  of today ' s  
cha11 1p ions of ma ter ia l i sat ion , Ccor ge Zorals  
and �lanf red Cassir ier . Anyone read ing e i ther  
the  or igina l ,  or  rvl iss Brandon's  ver y aiiHJ5ing 
accoun t of lHen Boa or the M iroi r f aces, 
can see tha t what tool< these --iilves t iga tors  
over the top was their pursu i t  of t he scien t i f ic: 
1 1 1e thods i n to areas where i t  was t o t a l l y  
inapp l kab le - a long w i t h t ha t  COI I lmon f a i l ing 
of soph i s t ica ted psychic researclwrs (aud 
ufolog i s t s) ,  a deep con v ic t ion t h a t  none of  
the lower orders  cou ld pu t any th in1� over 
on t he 'grea t professor ' !  

Unfor t unate l y ,  1\·l i s s  nrandoi i ' S  d is tas t e  
f or h e r  subjec t leads h e r  i n t o  a number 
of factua l  errors ( for examp l e  c la iming that  
Mrs P iper the rnediurn · d ied in  J 9 1 9, when 
in  f a c t  · she d ied in  1 9  50), and a tendency 
to w rench events  and commen ts  ou t of con­
tex t .  Coup led w i th the ver y  hea vy edi tor i a l ­
i s ing , and a tendenc y to  • g u i l  t by associa t ion ' ,  
t hese a t t i t udes gradual ly beg in t o  erode 
con f idence in wha t she i s  say ing.  One exa 1np le  
1 1 1 i g h t  su f f ice, re turning t o  Mrs  P iper , t he 
r nost  celebra ted of the nine teen th centur y 
men t a l  med iums. 

Dur ing the course of an interv iew w i t h 
the N ew Y o r k  l lerald she indica ted tha t 
she had --no--real idcac>f t he source of her 
i n for m a t ion, but  prefer red te lepa thy  as an 
exp lant ion,  to  sp i r i t s .  The Herald ran a ra ther 
sensa t ional head l i ne ,  and M r s  1"� .  l a ter h.HI 
an ar t i c �e in  the Bos ton Adver t i �er, c lar i f y ing 
her post t ion. This  migh t seem to indica te  
a n  a d m i r ab le open-rnindedncss , bu t Miss  
Brandon uses  the  word  'conf css ion ' ,  and 
inc ludes the s tory  in a con tex t of f r audu len t 
med iur ns excaping through w i 1 1dows and the 
l ike.  S ign i f ican t ly ,  both the con tex t ,  illld 
t he con ten t ious use of  t he w ord 'cor � f e c;s ion'  
come from Joseph H inn's Se��l � £!_� 

20 
fu.f!l ic a l . .B..f;sea!:f!l• a w i ld ly  inaccm a t e 
bool< pub l ished in 1 9 5 3  by an ear l ier version 
of J a rnes  R andi .  

Howe ver , to M i ss Brandon and o t ht' 
' scept ics'  the c la ims  of magic ians are as 
sacrosanc t and t he d a i 1 1 1s of an 1 1 1cd iu rn  
is  to  the true bel i e vers .  Per i sh t he t hougl 1 t  
tha t  rnagicians might embe l l ish the ir  achieve­
ments  as ' t he man who f ooled the pl 1 ys ici s t s ' ,  
or a t temp t  t o  jump o n  pu!J i ic i t y  bandwagKOI \S.  

The dia logues be tween £\r i an lnj� l i s  and 
R u th nrandon which have appeared in New 
Scien t is t  and e lsewhere have gener ated as 
much hea t and a s  l i t t le  l igh t as a r l ia loguP. 
be tween Ar thur Scargi l l  and Margar e t  Tha t ­
cher!  Jng l i s  !<now1_ t h<.tt i t  is a l l  t r ue nnd 
only v ic ious scep t ic s  b l inded by gross ma ter ia l ­
i s m  could  deny i t .  lkandon knows i t  i s  a l l  
nonsense , and tha t onl y  r e l ig ioos rnonomani <Ks  
and  credulous foo ls  cou ld accep t i t .  N e i t her 
is  prepared to concede tha t no th in� i s  as 
s imple as tha t .  P.R . 

"- 11\C : K AL , Roy P .  Scdrching f or hidden 
animals ;  an enquiry  i n t o  znologica l  m y s t ­
t> r i e s .  Cadogan 1 :\ook s ,  1 98 3. £ & . 9 5 .  
Mac k a l ,  who heads a n  ins t i t u te o f  Cryp to-

zoolog y ,  was in  t he news a few y ears ago 
when sc>arch i ng f or d inosaur s in cen t r a l  1\ f r ic a .  
l i t t le  t ha t  exc i t i ng in th i s  !Joul< however , iJ S  
M a c k a l  p lumps fnr so 1 1 1e r a t her du l l  bu t 
w or t h y  con tender s f or 'h idden an i rna l s ' .  I l ow ­
e ver i t  has been a long t i me s i nce t he okap i 
w a s  d i scovered,  and c1 1e gets t he fP.c l ing t ha t 
Mad<.l l ' s  hopes a r e  pret t y  for l or n  now adays.  
Some of t he s tor ies  have a d i 5 t i 1 1c t w l l i l f  of  
t he sor t of  ' 11oys Own Paper ' adven t u r e s t o r y  
w h ich s t ar t e d :  " l t ' s t l 1o se damned drt l l l l5 ,  
l � ar r u t h e r s ,  and the hea t . . .  " .  Tha1 11< s fur 
o u r  own dear Nessic - al  leas t y o u  dlJn ' t  ge t 
m a l a 1  ia a t  for t  A 1 1gu s t u s!  P.J�.  

BOOK N E WS: We have recei ved t he 
f i r s t  c a ta l ogue of an excel lent  new 
pos t a l  bool< se l ler deal inp, in S<"cond -hand 
and ant iquar ian bool<s in a range of 
subjec ts  whic h  w i l l  be of  in teres t  t•> 
MaKonia reader s .  A L P I  lA I )OOKS,  oper­
a ted by Tony 1\laddoc k ,  of 60 L angdon 
Park R oad, L ondon N6 5QG , spec ia l ises 
in fo lk lor e ,  occu l t i s m ,  m y t holog y  and 
rnagic. Cata logue 1 includes a go<'d 
se lec t ion of earl y U F O  1 na ter ia l . A 
second ca t a logue should IJe ou r soon. 
S t rong l y  rccon l l l lended . 

John Trot ter , of M iddle Eas t  B0ol< s ,  
Lond•>n N W 7 ,  w h o  h a s  s o l d  a w ide range 
of occ u l t ,  par anor mal  n nd I I FO-re l a t f"d 
books ,  is now leav ing t h i s  f ie ld to concf' l l ­
t ra te  on top ic s mort� close ly  rd a l f ·d 
to the t i t l(� of his  f'n t er p r i sf' .  


