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With this issue, Magonia enters a new phase. 
Firstly, we welcome the many former Common 

Ground readers who join us with this issue. 
We hope you will find Magonia as informative 
and stimulating as Common Ground always 
managed to be. Secondly, you w ill already 
have noticed that Magonia has expanded - t o  
2 8  pages. This is a tangible resUlt of the 
extra input - both literary and financial -
from Kevin McCiure and Common Ground. 
This gives us an opportunity, not only t o  
extend ou r  coverage i n  line with our original 
aims when we adopted our present title, 
but to make the magazine more attractive, 
with the use of graphics, and a range of 
new features. We have given our two most 
prolific writers a page apiece for regular 
columns, and we aim to carry on some of 
Common Ground's most popular features -
journal reviews, for instance. 

We hope that the new Magonia will 
be able to combine the best elements of 
both magazines, yet forge its own individual 
character. 

DOWN 
TO 

BASICS 
Kevin McCiure 

MUST admit that it comes as something 
as a relief to bring Common Ground to 
a c lose after ten decidedly live ly issues. 
It has served its purpose, and I ' m  looking 
forward to the chance to spend time on 
some independent research in some new 
areas. Editing a magazine in our field is 
a 

. 
mixed blessin� - you meet and correspond 

w tth some fascmating people ,  read the best 
of contributions to our literature long before 
anyone else, and have the opportunity to 
wield inf l uence, for better or worse. But 
it's very easy to lose your perspective, 
and I wonder if  my vigour in trying to defend 
what I regard as intell igent paranormal 
research against the excesses and absurdities 
of the earth mysteries mob has not led 
to a certain degree of myopia. Perhaps 
those who are fascinated by the primitive 
to the extent that it comes close to ancestor­
worship are better ignored than constantly 
brought to public attention. I suspect that 
time could be better spent. 

So what to do? After hacking around 
in the paranor ma l  field for some sixteen 
years or so, writing a variety of articles, 
a monograph, a book, and editing CG for 
a few years, rather irregularly, what would 
be my most useful contribution? Apart, 
that is, from the considerable pleasure of 
becoming involved in Magonia. As I ' ve said, 
I reckon that the time for persistent criticism 
is over, that the efforts of others deserve , 
better than constant carping. This is not 
to say that a l l  is right, or that there are 
not stil l  criticisms to be made. But Magonia 
has a different function from CG , and a 
different readership ,  a much higher proportion 
of it abroad. It is a repository of ideas, 
rather than an exchange and compendium 
of practice, as CG was meant to be. And 
in passing it is worth saying that ASSAP 
now seems to be on a much sounder course 
than when I last commented on it. Not 
thanks to any intervention of mine, but 

because com mon-sense will usual ly  out in 
most situations. 

I think I' m going to try a theory,  
or mode l ,  or whatever word is in vogue 
at present. It ' s  probably something a good 
many

. 
of us should try to do, but it' s  a very 

dauntmg task , which is  why I hope to enlist 
the het� of M�gonia readers in establishing 
the bastes of 

_
tt , 

_
and then in commenting 

on and developmg at when I put it in some 
coherent form. I hope that wil l  be in the 
very next issue. 

Two things I certainly can't try to 
do. One is to explain away the vast range 
of phenomena, and the repeated occurrence 
of those phenomena, of which we have sub­
stantial evidence, albeit anecdotal rather 
than experimental. And the other is to tel l  
you all about the interconnecting or inter­
mingling alternative universes, or the summer­
land where the good spirits live, or faraway 
planets or any other part of the panoply 
of the definitivel y  unprovable, that somehow 
is made to derive from the same set of 
reported events. 

If  we start from the premise that 
there is a question to be answered, rather 
than debunking without respect for the huge 
number of bew ildered witnesses who have 
provided us with our raw material,  I think 
there is one vital choice to be made bef ore 
we set about serious inve stigation. This 
choice involve s  the decision as to whether 
we are dealing with human abilities and 
activities

. 
alone ; or whether we are looking 

for an mfluence, a form of intelligence, 
external to the purely human. This decision 
involves a vital choice between possible 
cosmologies, and must sure ly be a prerequisite 
of any coherent investigation. 

I have long believed in the survival 
o f  i ndi vi dual human consciousness after 
bodi ly death, though it is some time since 
I believed in an external ,  non-human explanat­
ion for any aspect of the UFO prob lem. 
I cannot any more provide evidence for 
the former than I can prove the non-existence 
of the latter , but I ' m  sure we al l  have some 
beliefs with which we feel particularly  com­
fortable and would not like to have unsettled .  
Such are mine. Yet our first responsibility 
must sure ly be to accept as the most reason­
able explanation for any phenomenon that 
which is least unreasonable , unless we have 
any clear evidence to the contrary. And 
on that basis, after a good deal of though, 
any theory I put forward must (unless other 
evidence arises) rest on the premise that 
there is no external agency involved - much 
as I would like to believe otherwise. This 
will involve assuming a very w ide range 
of psi and ESP abilities indeed, more than 
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would �e
. 

acepted even by the average intellig­
ent Spantuahst ,  far more than psychic re­
searchers would contemplate. But is  is  more 
reasonable to assume uncomprehended human 
abi litie s than unknown non-human ones. 
We know we are here, we dO not know that 
they are. 

--

U nless I am lab<
_
mring under a long-lived 

misapprehension, it as this latter problem 
that Magonia is pri maril y  about. While there 
has been vast human experience of encounters 
with the apparently non-human, and what 
has been reported is like ly to be only a 
smal l proport ion of the whole, we have 
no sol id objective ev idence for any of it . 
And the anecdotal ev idence points in so 
many different ways at once, that if there 
is one common source our perception of 
it is whol ly unsat isfactory .  The f irst task 
in sort i ng out th is 'exper ience w ithout ev id­
ence' is surely to de-myst ify wherever we 
can, to remove the pseudo rel igious trapp ings 
that surround so many reported experiences. 
And then to establ ish the features that 
recur w ith in those exper iences, establish 
patterns, and attempt to i nterpret the m .  

The access of a n y  researcher t o  cases 
must inevitably be less than total - and 
it may always be the v ital l i nk that we 
m iss. To this end , I would l ike to ask all 
of you to send me brief (or otherw ise ! )  
details o f  the one case in your area o f  para­
nor mal research, from Sp iritual is m ,  to ufo­
logy,  to hauntings, to any other point of 
your own choice,  which you feel most compre­
hensively suggests the work and ex istence 
of an agency external to even a humanity 
that can become aware of information over 
long distances, appear to others at t i mes 
of crisis, bend metal,  heal disease and prod­
uce physical phenomena without apparatus 
external to the body. For I suspect all these 
abilit ies can be seen as being d i splayed , 
often unw itt ingly,  by var ious ind iv iduals 
over the past eighty years, and do not of 
th e m selves argue against my provis ional 
proposit ion that we are alone. 

If you'll be good enough to send me 
your favour ite case, event , or investigation 
report ( i n  confidence, as requested), I w i l l  
collate these and present and rev iew the m  
i n  Magonia a s  we g o  on. I am sure i t  w il l  
b e  a valuable and intr iguing act iv ity,  and · 

w ill hopefull y ,  w ith your com ments,  start 
to present us w ith a consensus of conclusions. 
Who knows - we m ight even be able to pub l i sh 
our results as a separate ent ity ! 

Please write to me, from wherever 
you are in the world, at 1 1  Asquith Boulevard, 
Leicester, England. I'll look forward to hear­
ing from you. 
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APOCALYPSE WHEN? 
ROGER SANDELL 

T he sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
were the heyday of belief in prophecy. Pop­
ular chapbooks told of the amazing abilities 
of figures like Mother Shipton, and quoted 
after the event verses which appeared to 
fortell events such as the Spanish Armada 
and the Civil War. Real historical figures 
like Roger Bacon might be invoked, and 
p rophecies allegedl y  discovered hundreds 

- of years after their death would turn out 
to be relevant to the news of the day. 

THE writings of Nostradamus are the only 
survivors of th is l iterature that continue 
to be republ ished and evoke a response in 
publ ic consciousness. To some extent it 

is easy to see why .  Alone among the a l leged 
authors of the prophecies of his era, Nostra­
da mus was a real person rather than a legend­
ary f igure, who published his prophecies 
h i msel f .  However, the reputation of Nostra­
d a m u s  re m ains a semi-underground one, 
w ith many who have never read a single 
book on the subject vaguely bel ieving "there 
must be something m it", or aware that 
Nostradamus is credited w ith farseeing World 
War 11 or future nuclear devastation. 

The reception of  J ean Char les de 
Fontbrune's book Nostradamus [ I] has been 
the most remarkable recent man if estation 
of belief in Nostradamus. Its f1rst appearance 

m France m
. 1980 was the subject of major 

news stones m the popular press of several 
European countnes, and even insp1red cover 
stones m journals such as Der Spiegel and 
D1e Ziet. An opm10n pol l  m France short ly 
after 1ts pupl lcat10n revea led, astontshingly, 
that 7 5% of  the French population were 
aware of th1s book, and 25% believed 1ts 
forecasts of the future. 

To a large extent th1s book has now 
d1scred1 ted 1 tself.  It IS now 1985 and there 
is no sign of the Sov1et-Arab mvasion of 
Europe, which should a lready have taken 
place, according to de Fontbrune 's readings. 
And whi le sudden surpr ises do occur in the 
pol lt1cal world, there seems l itt le reason 
to ex pect the restoration of the French 
monarchy by 1 986, his f inal date for these 
events. (There facts however d id not prevent 
Hutchmson brmging out the British edition 
in 1 983, when some predictions had already 
been falsified, and Corgi from repr inting 
1t last year, an elequent testimony to the 
scant regard publishers have for their own 
books on occultism and their low opin ion 
of the inte l l igence of potent ia l readers.) 
However, since this is un likely to be the 
last Nostradamus book, it is worth e xamin

. ing 
de Fontbrune 's methods m some deta i l .  

T o  vand1cate the prophet's prev1ous 
record, the author translates Nostradamus's 
sixteenth century verses into modern English 
(or French m the book's original edit ion) 
and. compares them w ith later events· from 
the sixteenth century to the present. A wide 
variety of  events are c la i med as fulfi l l ing 
Nostrada m u s ' s  pre d ict ions, including the 
careers of Louis XIV and N apoleon, the 
Russian Revolution and the World Wars. 
To a casual reader the results may seem 
impressive. However it does not take a very 
detailed examination to arous great doubts 
not only about Nostradamus, but about de 
Fontbrune. F irst there are some cases in 
which the prophecy manifestly bears no 
relation to the event de Fontbrune cla i ms 
fulfil led it. Take for instance the prophecy 

L 'aisne Royal sur coursier voligeant 
Picquer viendra si rudiment courir; 
Gueule lip�e pied dans l'estrein pleignant 
Traine tire, horriblement mourir. 

[The k mg's eldest son, on a runaway horse, 
w i l l  f a l l  suddenly headfirst m its rush, the 
horse's mouth being injured in the l ip,  w ith 
the nder 's foot caught, groaning dragged 
and pulled, he w i l l  d i e  horr ibly (al l  translat­
ions de Fontbrune's)] This specif ically des­
cribes a riding accident in whic a r ider 
fal ls  w1th h1s foot trapped in the stirrup 
and is dragged by the horse. de Fontbrune 
IS obv1ously unable to f md any royal heir 
who has d1ed m th1s manner, so he cla1ms 
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th1s relates to the death in 1842 of the 
eldest son of LoUJs Ph i l l1pe of France, 
who, as the book Itself makes clear, died 
by being thrown out of a coach pulled by 
a boltmg horse, a very dif ferent matter. 

Other prophecies bear more relation 
to their a l leged fulf i l lment, but are too 
vague to be taken senously.  For e xample, 
de Fontbrune solemnly claims the failure 
of East - West disarmament ta lks is andicated 
by the prophecy: 

Plusieurs viendront et parleront de paix 
Entre monarques et seignuers bien puissant 
Mais ne sera accord� de si pres 
Que ne se rendent plus qu'atres obeissant. 

[ There w il l  be talk of peace between powerful  
heads of state but peace wi l l  not be agreed 
for the heads of state w i l l  be no wiser than 
any others] Surely it would be tedious to 
l ist the number of failed peace conferences 
that could be c la1 med to f u l f i l  this prophecy.  

The game of finding 
alternative interpretations 

of Nostrodamus can be 
carried on indefinitely. 

The game of f inding a lternat ive anter­
pretations of Nostrada mus can be carr ied 
on indef inite l y .  Thus de Fontbrune claims 
that the Jewish settlement of Palestine 
is fortold by: 

Nouveaux venus lieu basty sans defence 
Occuper la place par lors inhabitable 
Prez, maison, champs, villes, prendre cl 
plaisance 
Faim, peste, guerre, arpen long labourable 

[Newcomers w i l l  bu1 ld  town w ithout defence 
and occupy hitherto uninhabitable p laces. 
They w i l l  take w ith pleasure f ields, houses, 
lands and towns. Then famine, sickness and 
war shal l  be on the land t i l led for a long 
time] In fact these words could apply equal ly  
we l l  to the opening of the A merican West, 
fol lowed by the C ivil War and the Indian 
Wars, or to the Brit ish settlement of the 
Falkland Islands and the recent war. 

Even when spec ific place names are 
g1ven, plenty of a mb iguity rema ins. de Font­
brune relates the l ines: 

Par vie et mort change regne d'Ongrie, 
La loy sera plus aspre que service • • •  

[Power w i l l  be changed b y  life and death 
in Hungar y .  The law w i l l  be more pit i less 
than customs • . .  ] to the Hunganan uprising 



of 1956, but they f at the Commun ast revolt 
of 1919 or the nataonalast r as a ng of 1848 
just as well. Indeed, at would be hard to 
th ank of a country that, s a nce the t a me of 
Nostradamus, has not h ad some k a nd of 
revolution to whach these words maght apply.  

There are other seraous objections to Font­
brune. The most seraous as that, l ake most 
modern com mentators, he makes no attempt 
to put Nostradamus in the context of h as 
own t a me and analyse what his languages 
and references meant to h as or a ginal audience. 
As anyone who has e ver read any comment­
araes to Shakespeare will know, this is a 
job wh ach as with any wr ater of the past 
calls for a great deal of knowledge. With 
someone l a ke Nostradamus ,  who deliberately 
cloaked his words an obscurity ,  it is doubly 
diff icult. 

De Fontbrune refers to this problem 
in his i ntroduct aon, and at times makes 
a great play of deciphering Nostradamus's 
obscure classical refernces. However, at 
other t a mes he chooses to ignore the plain 
mean a ng that the prophecies would have 
conveyed to thear or iganal audience. Thus 
he takes references to 'les rouges' as mean a ng 
'reds ' an the modern sense, whereas in the 
sixteenth century it would have been under­
stood as referring to Catholic cardinals. 
One partacularly blatant example is his inter­
pretation of the verse that states: 

Du Lac Lemon les sermons fascheront, 
Des jours seront reduits par les semaines 
Puis mois, puis, an puis tous d�failleront 
Les magistrats damneront leurs lois wines. 

[The speeches at the L ake of Geneva w i l l  
cause ferment; days w il l  be followed b y  
weeks then months, then years, then e veryth i ng 
wil l  collapse and legislators wi ll curse the i r  
vain laws.] 

This as taken to refer to Gene va's 
modern role as a centre for peace confer­
ences, and neglect of the Geneva Convention 
in modern warfare. But it would have been 
obvious to any reader of Nostradamus's t i me 
that this was s i mply a prediction of the 
fall of Calvinist Geneva, which was then 
known throughout Europe for its long sermons 
and harsh laws . 

When one attempts to look at Nostra­
damus an th as l aght, many apparently a mpres­
s a ve h ats start to fade awa y .  L ake many 
wr aters de Fontbrune as a mpressed by one 
verse that contaans the names of two twent­
aeth century Spanash leaders: R a vera and 
Franco ( an 'Castelfranco'). However, R a vera 
and Castelfranco are both towns an northern 
Ital y ,  where many w ars were fought an the 
sixteenth century. There as a si m alar explanat­
aon for the repeated clam (not , however, 
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to be found an de rontbrune's book) that 
Nostradamus 's 111entaons of 'haster' are proph­
ecaes of the life of Hatler. Althou�h tlus 
as perhaps the best know of Nostradan1us's 
'h ats' , an fact H aster as s an1ply the Latan 
nar11e for the J)anube, and 1 t as clear from 
the contexts an whach th as nan1e appears 
that Nostradarnus as wr at ang of a r a ver , not 
a person .  

Worse a s  t o  con1e. There are places 
where Fontbrune 's transldt aons anto modern 
language are gravely rn aslead ang. For some 
reason he seems to be determaned to conceal 
frorn h as readers that astrology is central 
to the prophet's wr at a ngs . In one anstance 
he translates the l a ne: 

Satur au boef, love en l 'eau, Mars an fleiche 

as: When the t a me comes for v aolence and 
revolut aon wars w all spread. It clearly means 
noth ang of the kind, and as an astrological 
reference to Saturn an Taurus, J upiter a n  
Aquar aus a n d  Mars a n  Sa� attar aus .  On other 
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St Helena: "A rocky island 
with a population of 5000" 

occasaons he rn asrepresents the or a g anal to 
make at appear that a prophecy has been 
fullf alled. When we are told that Nostradamus 
wrote: 

J'he leader who will have lead the immortal 
people far from its own sky will end his 
life in the middle of the sea on a rocky 
island with a population of 5, 000 whose 
language and customs are different. 

it seems a conv a nc a ng predat aon of N apoleon 's 
exile on St Helena, but on tur n a ng to the 
oraginal one finds: 

Le chef qu'aura conduict people infiny 
Loing de son cil, de meurs et langue estrange 
Cinq mil en Crete et Tessalie finy. 

Crete and Thessaly have somehow become 
"a rocky island". There are many s i m ilar 
examples; the line 

Le sainct empire viendra en Germanie 

becomes "The Russians w ill come into Afghan­
istan". We are told that Russia is ' le sainct 
e mpire ' because of its traditional name 
of Holy Russia, but there is no hint of how 
'Ger m an ie '  has become Afghanistan . 

C an misrepre sent ation go further ? 
Indeed it can .  The whole context of the 
prophecies is misrepresented .  The majority 
of them come from the Centuries, Nostra­
damus's main collection of prophetic verses, 
but some of  them are reprinted f ro m  another 
of his works, the Presages. However the 
reader is not informed that the Presages 
were a sor t  of almanac with predictions 
attached to specific months in the im mediate 
f u ture ,  very unsuccessful ly.  De Fontbrune 
ignores this, and links verses f ro m  the Pre­
sages with e vents centuries after Nostradamus . 

He a l so supresses the introduction 
Nostradamus w ro te to his original Centuries 
in which he gives a prose outline of his 
predictions for the future of  Europe, which 
bears no rese mb lance to anything that has 
real l y  happened. For example he predicts 
a revival of  the Venetian Empire so tha t  
by the e n d  of  the eighteenth century i t  
w ould b e  a s  powerful a s  Rome . The compiler 
quotes mere ly half a sentence from this 
introduction, and does it in such a way that 
makes his deliberate misrepresentation c lear .  
Nostradamus forete l ls that the eigh teenth 
century wi l l  see a major persecution of  
the church which wi l l  last  to 1792.  De Fon t­
brune takes the second half only of this 
sentence as quotes it as: "It [the F rench 
monarchy] wi l l  last till 1792''. 

F ro m  the past, de Fontbrune moves 
on to depict an immediate future (when 
the book was written) in which Europe is 
i nvaded by Soviet and Arab armies, liberated 
by Anglo-American forces. A restored F rench 
monarch , King Henry ,  completes the rout 
of the invaders. Apart fro m the presence 
of Russians and A mericans all  these themes 
do in fact correspond to important ele ments 
in the prophecies of Nostradamus , but here 
again they must be taken within the context 
of their ti mes. 

Most of  the prophecies relate to what 
N ostradamus expected for his near future. 
He states in his in troduction that he c loaks 
his prophecies in obscure language to protect 
hi mse l f  f ro m  the authorities, a procedure 
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that would be pointless if he really thought 
they re lated to e vents centuries hence which 
would be meaningless to his contemporaries.  
There are certainly many verses that indicate 
he expected a major war between Christen-
dom and Islam in the future, b u t  this would 
hardly be surprisang in an era when the Turks 
sti l l  threatened Vienna and Arab pirates 
raided all over the Mediterranean. Si mi larly 
the lines de F ontbrune interprets as refering 
to an Anglo- Ame r ican landing in France 
against the anvaders do indicate that Nostra­
damus expected to see another era when 
the English occupied much of F rance as 
they did an the Middle Ages. Once again, 
with the Eng lish only expelled f ro m  Calais 
in 1555, the year he published his Centuries, 
and English kings sti l l  formally c l ai ming 
the French throne, this would no t have see m ­
ed surprising t o  h i s  contemporaries. As for 
the all-conquoring Henr y ,  al l  the e vidence 
is that Nostradamus expected his conte mpor­
ary, King Henry 11 of F rance to fulfi l l  this 
role,  in accordance with the conventions 
of the prophetic literature of the period. 
This frequently proclaimed that some conte m­
porary rule r  would prove to be a messianic 
figure who would unite Europe, reconci le 
the churches and conquor Jerusale m. Oliver 
Cromwe l l ,  Edward VI of  England and Gustavus 
Adolphus of Sweden were all candidates 
in different w ri tings. [2] 

Oliver Cromwell: another 
candidate for Messiah? 

Much interesting background to Nostra­
damus is  to be found in the book by David · 

Pitt Francis [ 3], who, unlike de Fontbrune, 
makes a serious effort to present Nostradamus 
in the context of his ti mes and as a result  
comes to large ly sceptical  conclusions. How - -
e ver , in the process he does resort to some 
dubious arguments. His attempt to compile 
a statistical analysis of  Nostradamus does 
not seem convincing to me , in view of the 
dif ficulty of prope r l y  quantifying much of  



the data. N either does there seem to be 
much real ev idence for his sugges t ion that 
some later rulers may have del i berately 
undertaken cer tatn acts to make i t  look 
as if N ostradamus pred icted the i r  act ions. 

It is not unti l  the f t nal section that 
it becomes clear that the au thor IS an evan-

. gelical Chrtst tan ,  who bel ieves that some 
of Nostradamus's successes may have conae 
from his  know ledge of the prophe tic books 
of the Bible.  I find th1s  suggestion ne i ther 
necessary or con v i ncing, al though, like most 
other au thors of the prophetic l i terature 
of the period ,  N ostradamus was probab ly 
inf l uenced by the apocalyp t ic sect ions of 
the Bible.  

The revival of tnterest m N ostradamus 

A l t h o ugh No s t r ad amus . is 
by far the best known of 
prophetic writers who attempt­
ed to descry the future history 
of Europe, _ his was by no 
means alone; there is a whole 
literature of such prophecy, 
one example ts examined 
here by 

WOJTEK GAWORZEWSKI 

If at coul d  be proved that prophecy ex1 s ts, 
t .e. that some human be 1ngs can accurately 
f orecast future events wh1ch coul d  not have 
been predicted us1ng consctous or subconsctous 
reasontng power,  then 1t would be a powerful 
boost to our under stand ing the nature of 
t t m e ,  and perhaps usmg 1 t . 

Desp 1 t e  the vast quan tity of prophecies 
pub l i shed, from the B1b le  onwards, and the 
e ven vaster l i terature of theortes on how 
precogn t t lon m 1 ght work, examples of vertfl­
able predict iOn are ext remely rare (a recent 
book by Jeanne D1xon conf 1dental ly  gave 
10 predtct 1ons for 1984 - she got 2 out of 
1 0) .  I was therefore excited to d 1 scover 
w hat appeared to be a remarkable prophecy 
of the e l ect 1on of Pope John Paul 11 to the 

' Papacy, made ntnety years ago. It  was the 
rnore remarkab l e  tn that l found 1t antongst 
the bad grammar and obscure verb1age of 
a chap-book prophecy w n t ten for pol l t 1cal 
purposes. 

Eng land now IS merciful ly  f ree of th1s 
vanety of ltterary under�row th - prophcc tes 
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at the present tune IS an mteresttng phenom­
enon. De Fontbrune was probably fortunate 
1n tha t h1s book, wh1ch touched ntuch of 
the tnterest of f, f 1 rst appeared 111 1980, 
at a t 1me when mterna t 1onal tensiOn was 
grow tng and f ears of a nuclear war w ere 
r eachtng pub l 1 c  consciousness. Al though 
there IS no real reason to bel ieve N ostra­
damus foresaw any of th1s, the rev 1 val of 
tn terest tn centunes-old apocal y p tic works 
IS a very real Sl!'!,n of the t 1mes. 

REfERENCES: 1. FONTBRUNE, Jean-Charles. Nostradamus; 
Countdown to Apocalypse. Hulchinson 1983, Corgi, 1�04. 
Z. THOMAS, Keilh. Religion and the Decline of Magic, 

Weidenfeld, 1971. l. FRANCIS, David Pill. Nostradamus, 
Prophecies of Preaent Times? Aquarlan Press, 1984. 

wnt ten to score pol 1 t 1cal po1nts, tntluence 
pub l ic  op m 1on, or just for the self -aggrand­
ISment of the author . However tn Germany, 
F rance and eastern Europe thts kmd of w r t tmg 
has been w 1despread for 200 years. An ex­
ample, translated below ,  was g 1 ven to rne 
by a relat 1ve 111 the 1950's.  It ts  typtcal 
of the ge n r e: obscure, ungrarnmattcally 
w n t ten and j 1 ngo 1 s t 1c. l t  was w n tten to 
comfor t a people who had once had a great 
emptre , had lost 1t, and were not to rega111 
tndependence for another 25 years. 

Analysts of ' h 1 ts and m 1sses' m such 
a prophecy 1s d t f f 1cu l t .  Each new e d t t ton 
pr tnted tends to be doctored to make 1 t  
conforna w 1 th what has happened. Th1 s  one 
seems to have been l e f t  alone, but the ear l i­
est text I have dates to the ' f 1 f ties, and 
I .cannot vouch for events whtch occurred 
before then.  How ever the line s :  

" ·  • •  w 11l  g t v e  three crowns 
To the anotnted one f rom Krakow" 
seems to be a ver y clear forecast of the 
tr tple  crown of the Papacy betng g t ven to 
Card1 11al Karol Woj tyla of Krakow tn 1979. 
But ts tt? The tenor of the who l e  prophecy 
speaks of Poland ' s  nse to e m 111ence. A Polish 
Pope would be qutte a l 1ke ly tngredten t 
IS such a scenar to. 

l f  a Pol ish Pope were to be e leva ted 
he would probably be based 1n Grtezno, 
Warsaw or Krakow , the three rna111 cen t res 
of Church act 1 v 1 ty .  Of these 111 1894, Krakow 
was under Austnan rule,  and the Church 
had a good deal of freedom. In Gnezo and 
\\:a r s a w , occup 1ed by Lutheran Pruss1ans 
and Or thodox l<uss1ans, Catho l teiSftt was 
d i scouraged. 

Even so, had someone predicted even 
111 19n that a Pol t sh Pope would be elected 
111 1 979 tt would have been a remarkable 
feat.  Should there be a union of Hungar y,  
Romania and Poland 1 1 1  the next few years 
- remember, you read 11 f 1 rst tn  Magonta� 

---�U;NGARY 
.20" )()" 

1be Polish realm before partition between 
Austria-Hungary, Prussia and Russia. 

The first part of the prophecy ( the text 
is too long to be given in f u l l  here) is a 
sum m ary of even ts in Poland and the rest 
of Europe since 1884 to the time of the 
Second Wor ld War, in f lowery and sometimes 
obscure symbolism. As mentioned above, 
it seems likely that most of this is the resu l t  
of subsequent accretions, up to t h e  nineteen 
f if ties. The l ater par t of the prophecy cont­
inues: 

The Danube again lounges in luxury, 
When peace comes to Warsaw 
Three kings water their horses in it. 
Three rivers of the world will give three 
crowns 
To the anointed one from Krakow 
Four allied forces 
Will pledge him allegiance 
The Hungarian and Pole, when they join 
hands 
Three countries together with Romania 
Will join in etemel union. The Crimean Tartar, 
when he reaches the river 

Although he will not change his religion 
Will ask for Poland's powerful protection 
And will be faithfull to the land. 
A Poland will araise from sea to sea • 
Wait half a century for this. 
God's mercy will always protect us 
So, man, suffer or pray. 

*From the Baltic to the Black Sea, the frontiers of 

Poland in the 16th Century. 
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LETTERS 

Dear J ohn Rimmer 

In his 'P lea f or the ETH' J ohn Harney referred 
approving ly to Papagiannis's idea that aliens 
are using the asteroid bel t to obtain raw 
material s  for ref uel ling and ref urbishing their 
f leets. One of Papagiannis' s  ar ticles on 
this t heme was pub lished in The Journal of 
Transient Aerial Phenomena [Jan. 1982], and I 
com men ted on it in the next issue of that 
Journal . To avoid repetition let me say just  
that P ' s  ideas are specious, unsound, specu l­
ative, impausible and naive. There is absolu te­
ly no reason to suppose that aliens lurk 
among the asteroids, and good reason to sup­
pose they do not. For one thing, an in terstel lar 
spacecraf t would expend so much energy in its 
decelleration phase as it approached the sun 
that w e  would be bound to detect it .  It  
would make no dif ference that it stopped a t  
t h e  asteroids. 

The ETH exists to explain UFOs, but 
what are U FOs? Competent investigation 
shows that most U FOs are IFOs, and it can be 
argued (indeed it ought to be argued) that the 
small residue of unexplained reports exists 
because of t he Jack of adequate information 
or adequate investigation. G ranted these two 
l a t ter require men ts, � U FO reports would be 
f ound to be IFO repor ts. 

Of course, the one thing the UFO move­
ment wil l not recognise is that there are no 
U F Os! U n til it brings itself to f ace this possib­
ility it wil l  have no claim to scientific res­
pectability.  I claim that the evidence exists 
already to conclude that U FOs ( as alien 
craf t) do not exist, and in that event t he ETH 
has no reason for existence. I n  shor t there is 
no evidence that aliens are visiting Ear th, or 
have ever done so. 

The lack of such evidence, and the 
implausibility of the ETH has led some to 
adopt less conventional hypotheses (e.g. Jenny 
R a ndles's Quasi-Conscious theory).  Again,· 
because there are no U FOs these hypotheses 
have no j usitf ication; in any case they are 
mere f ligh ts of f ancy . R and les in chasing 
dreams and is in danger of losing grip on· 
reality. 

Yours sincerely 

S teuar t Campbell,  Edinburgh. 
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UFO stor1es constitute a major theme of 
modern folklore; not necessarily the 'pure' 
folklore of oral trad1t1on, but a contemporary 
folklore transmitted by the popular med1a. 
Th1s IS a not altogether novel s1tuat1on, 
as there 1s no doubt that much 'trad1t1onal' 
folklore was Similarly mediated by means 
of chapbooks, broadsides, tracts, sermons 
and almanacs, etc., rather than by word 
of mouth. 

SAUCERS & 
BROOMSTICKS 

UFOLOGY belongs an a rather special f acet 
of  folklore, that of  pacticipative folklore. 
People 

.
actually have UFO experaences, they 

do no t JUSt read about them or hear of them 
f ro m  ' f r iend of  a f riend' or 'w hale tumour'  
stories. Instead of merely l istening to a 
tale the wi tness becomes an actor in a drama, 
scr ap ted by the influence of the tales and 
made manif est  in outer real ity  by the 'p:rcep­
tual gap' of radical misperception. 
His tory affords o ther examples - the ' w i tch­
craft craze is an excellent example. Fro m  
t h e  fif teenth t o  t h e  seventeenth century 
large numbers of people believed that they 
or  the1r cattle had been bewi tched, that 
they had been vis i ted b y  the spectres of 
neighbourhood witches, or  that they them­
selves had partic ipated in pacts with the 
Dev1l 

. 
or at tended supernatural orgies .  This 

hallucmatory, 'spectral '  ev idence has caused 
great problems for h is tor ians, who have 
p r o d u c e d  w idely d isparate interpretations . 

. 
The M ur ray i te school interpre ted these 

s tones as exaggerations of real events 
the r i tuals of a pre-Christ ian religion w h ich 
sur v 1 ved amongst certain sub-cultures until 
the Renaissance and even later t i mes .  Ano ther 
group of

. 
h is tor ians have argued that the 

t es t1 mon1es of  alleged par ticipants were 

Peter Rogerson 

entirely i magi nary, t h e  result of 'confessions' 
extracted by tor ture. But neither of  these 
explanations seems to be trul y  viable, and 
the perspect i ve of ' participative folklore' 
looks at trac t i ve .  

P a r allels w i th modern b eliefs are 
obv ious. The person v is i ted by a w i tch is 
not much d i f ferent f ro m  that vis i ted b y  
a space person, whilst t h e  nocturnal flying 
w1 tch f inds a pale echo in today's abductee. 

A t  the core of the 'spectral e vidence' 
of  both w i tch and victim there are, although 
s t rongly mod if ied by contemporary beliefs, 
many of the cross-cultural features discovered 
by anthropologists. The image of the night 
witch who preys on the l i v ing and makes 
pacts with the ene m i es of soc iety appears 
to be truly uni versal [ 1] .  The class ic accounts 
of spec tral v is i tations by w i tches [2] are 
ob viously the same exper iences as those 
described as ' hags' by Hufford [ 3] .  S i m ilarly, 
accounts of  noc turnal journeys can be comp­
ared w1 th out-of-the-body exper iences and • 

hypnogogic a magery [ 4, 5]. 

Jt is ex tremely interes ting that w i tch­
craft beliefs develop out of social tension, 
for this would suggest that interpersonal 
conflicts generate hallucinatory ex per ience. 
The ' v act a m ' or  accused acts out - ' really'  
acts out - a drama wh1ch seeks to resolve 
socaal tensaons. 

W 1 than Europe (and no doubt m other 

soc i e ties)  w i tchcraft  ' victims'  were not 
only recrui ted f ro m  those who felt  they 
had genu ine reason to be afrail - those who 
for instance turned away the local old dame 
begging for food - but also those who saw 
a means of gett ing control o ver o thers by 
becoming a centre of attention and sympathy ; 
others may have just had grudges to work 
off .  However,  w e  should not assume that 
the cla i med experiences of the latter two 
groups were any less authent ically ' par ticipat­
ive' than the f i rst set. 

'Swimming' a witch to try her guilt; from 
a 16th century woodcut. 

The role of p a r t ic ipative folklore 
in the generat ion of w i tchcraft confess ions 
is of continued topical i ty ,  for the circum­
stances of pressure, torture, guilt ,  etc., 
were exac tly calculated to induce f an tasies 
of responding w i th terrible ve�geance on 
ones persecutors. So in. a soc1ety where 
w i tchcraft bel iefs were prevelent such fanta­
sies - "If I were I w i tch I would do such-and­
such to so-and-so" - would be very d i f f icul t 
to resist. No one could be sure they weren' t 
a w i tch ! 

----

One might hope that such si tuat ions 
were of only hi stor ical or  anthropological 
interest. However, the regular parade of 
people who make hoax confessions af ter 
sensational c r i mes shows o therw ise. When 
such f antasy producing devices as hypno t io 
regression, polygraphs, ' truth seru ms ' ,  etc. 
are in troduced[6]; when persons are subjected 
to in terrogation by those skilled in ask ing 
tr icky and (m is ?)leading quest ions, any th ing 
is possible. The si nister nature of such pro­
ceed ings seems to be lost on some ufologists, 
in Bri tain and elsewhere, who are really 
too naive for their own good. 

The hypno t ically regressed abductee 
or the suspected criminal under interrogaJ ion 
has just as much access to a cul turally deter­
m ined pool of appropriate responses and 
perceptiOns as any confessing w i tch. Nor 

1 1  

can the role of radical mispercep t ion be 
safely relegated to the paranormal or other 
margi nal s ituations. S tudies have show that 
the police w ill misperce ive neu tral si tuations 
as suspicious or menac ing [ 7]; o ther stud ies 
have demonstrated that w h i te people present­
ed w i th i mages of a white man threatening 
a black man w i th a knife w ill transmogrify 
them into images of black attacking w h i te 
[ 7 ,  8] . Percep t ions of highly charged si tuations 
such as recent confrontations be tween m i ners 
and pol ice in Br i t ish coalfields are heavily 
dependent on the pol i t i cal prejud ices of 
the perceiver. P ercep t ion can be a poli tical 
as well as a psychological process. 

It would be n ice to draw l i m i ts to 
all this, and in p r i vate correspondence one 
c r i tic argued that "while we might d isagree 
about who threy the f i rst punch, no one 
saw pol ice trampled b y  elephants, or decap i t­
ated p icke ts" . True, but the l i m i ts of misper­
cept ion are themselves probably determined 
by cultural expectations . It is possible to 
i mag i ne an Indian villager presented w i th 
pictures f rom Cokely or Orgreave, and in ter­
pret ing them in terms of his exper ience 
w i th elephant stampedes. S i m ilarly, a Bol i v ian 
miner, told that these were scenes of a 
clash between m i ners and police, might 
well f ind evidence for the numerous bodies 
such a ' v iolent m i n ing strike' would convey 
to h i m. 

It would take a f ar less radical m i sper­
cept ion of a radar track to launch the mis­
siles, and lest it be thought that this is  
purely idle (and alarm ist) speculat ion, there 
i s  no doubt that mispercept ions of s tars 
and planets as airships in 1 909 and 1 9 1 3  
helped to b u ild up the atmosphere o f  war 
hys ter ia w h ich broke in 1 9 1 4 . 

1. The following provide el(cellent discussions of various 

facets of witchcraft: Douglas, Mary, Witchcraft confes­

alonl and �JCCU�Btlons, T avistock, 1970; Kluckhoon, Clyde, 

Navaho Witchcraft, Beacon Press, 1967; Peters, Edward, 

The magician the witch and the law, Harvester, 1978; 

Parrlnder, Geoffrey, Wltchcraf[J European and African, 

faber, 1963; Mair, Lucy, Witchcraft, Weldenfeld, 1969; 

Cohn, Norman, [urope.. Inner demorw, Paladin, 1976; 

Thomas, Kelth, Religion and the decline of magic, Weiden­

feld, 1971. 2. Hansen, Chadwick, Witchcraft at Salem, 
Hutchinson, 1970, for discussion of 'spectral evidence'. 

l. Hufford, David, The terror that � In the �. 

Unlv. of Pennsylvania Press, 1972. 4. Blackmore, Susan, 

Beyond the body, Heinemann, 19BZ. 5. McKellar, Peter, 

Mindlpllt, Dent, 1979. 6. Yarmey, A. Daniel, The psycho­

logy of eyewitness testii'I'IO'ly, free Press, 1979. 7. 
Alport, Gordon W. & Postman, Leo, The psychology of 

rumour, new ed. Hussell and Russell, 1965. Bartlett, 

r. C., Rememberinc.JJ a atudy In exper�al and aoclaJ 
psychology, Cambridge U. P., 1932. 
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THE 
CASE OF THE 

LIVERPOOL 
LEPRECHAUNS 

Nigel Watson 

lan Cresswel 

Granville Oldroy 
EXCEPTIONAL thtngs were hnppentng in 
Liverpool during 1964. When the Beatles 
retumed to the city on loth July for the 
premier of their first film 'A. Hard Day's 
Night', 150,000 people lined the su,ets 
to greet them. A. less well known fact is 
thnt a few days earlier thousands of children, 
and curious adults, went lwnttng for leprech­
auns in a Liverpool park.. 

****************** 
This incident is of interes t  because of the 
rapid spread of  the rumour and because 
it  appears that the rumour was restricted 
to school children, and was especially strong 
among pupils of  Roman Catholic schools 
in the area. 

According to the Liverpool Daily Post 
dated 2nd J uly 1 96 4 ,  the leprechauns were 
firs t seen on the night of Tuesday 30th 
J une. Nobody knew how the ru mour s tarted, 
but one nine-year-old boy told the Post 
reporter,  Don McKinlay that: 

"Las t  night I saw li t tle men in white 
hats throwing stones and mud at each o ther 
on the bowling green. Honest mis ter, I did." 

The centre of  this leprechaun activity 
was the bowling green in J ubilee P ark,  which 

is to the east of the city centre in the Edge 
L ane district. On the second night of the 
scare, 1st  J ul y ,  the bowling green was so 
crowded !_h� t  t h e  _£�!ice �had !� cle�� th� 
park and guard it  f ro m  the mauraudtng lep­
rechaun hunters who were prone to tear 
up plants and turf in their search for the 
li t tle creatures. 

A rather bewildered Irish park constable, 
J ames Nolan, who had to wear a crash hel met 
to protect himself f ro m  the children's stone 
throwing, told the repor ter tha t :  

"This all s tar ted o n  Tuesday . How I 
just don ' t  know,  but the sooner it ends the 
better. S tones have been thrown on the 
bowling green and for the second night 
running no-one has been able to play. The 
kids jus t  won ' t  go aw ay. So me swear they 
have seen leprechauns. The story has gone 
round and now we are being beseieged w ith 
leprechaun hunters." 

Such was the violence of their search 
that the police had to set up a tempo rary 
firs t-aid shelter to t reat at least a dozen 
children who suf fered f ro m  cuts and bruises. 

The Liverpool Echo and Evening Express 
for the 2nd J uly 1 96 4  described the s trange 
visitors as : "li t tle green men in w hite hats 
throwing s tones and t iny clods of ear th 
at one ano ther." 

The 'li t tle green men' part of the s tory 
was possibly inspired by the testimony of 
a Crosby (north of Liverpool) wo man who 
said that on the 1st  J ul y ,  she had seen : 
"strange objects glistening in the sky

. 
whizzing 

o ver the ri ver [ Mersey] to the c1ty f ro m  
t h e  Irish Sea." 

T his , apparentl y ,  explained how the 
leprechauns managed to emigrate f rom auld 
Ireland, though it was more likely a tongue-m­
cheek addition by the editorial staff in order 
to make a ' neat' s tory.  This supposition 
is suppor ted by the f ac t  that no exac t  date 
nor any information about the witness was 

given, and the local paper for the Crosby 
district did not repo r t  any thing of this nature 
to its re�ders. I t  is also worth no ting that 
the leprechaun hunt had already been going 
on for two days before this report  was pub­
l ished , so the newspapers cannot be regarded 
as the or iginators of this scare. 

**************** 

However, the newspaper reports could 
well have inspired or fuelled a second leprech­
aun panic in the L i verpool area a few days 
later. Details of  this will be g i ven later 
in this tex t,  but for the time being it  is 
interesting to see that leprechauns were 
associated w i th UFOs in the public mind 
six years before the Bri t ish publication of  
J acques Vallee's book Passport to Magonia -
from folklore to flying saucers. 

The L i verpool Leprechauns could have 
remained in our f iles as ye t another datum 
of the 'damned' if  i t  had not been for certain 
revelations published in the 26 th J anuary 
1 982 edi tion of the Liverpool Echo [ 3] .  
In t h i s  repo r t  a m a n  called Br ian Jones 
claimed he was responsible for the scare 
when he star ted to tidy his grandfather ' s  
garden in Edge L ane, w h i c h  backed onto 
the park. H e  wore some clothes suitable 
for gardening in, w hich comprised a red 
waistcoat, a pair of navy-blue trousers, 
Wellington boots, a denim shirt and a woolen 
hat w i th a red bobble on i t .  As he sucked 
on his pipe, no doubt reflect ing upon his 
sartorial elegance, he saw some children 
sit ting on the ten foot high wall w hich separ­
a ted the garden f ro m  the park. He heard 
one of  the children say "It 's  a leprechaun". 

Realising that his sho r t  stature, empha­
sised by the hight of  his grand father 's  weeds, 
and his ex traord inary cloth ing, gave the 
children this impression, he decided to cap i tal­
ise on the ir deluded perception. 

So he claims that : "I  bounded into 
view , babbling made-up words, I jumped 
up and down, picked up turves and threw 
them at the children." Not surprisingly the 
children ran away in a 'blind panic ' .  

T h e  nex t evening h e  w a s  again in his 
grandfather ' s  garden when he heard the 
noise of a crowd in the adjacent park . Look­
ing o ver the wall he saw 300 children on 
top of a covered resevo ir w hich gave them 
a good view of the bowling green. On seeing 
him they shouted : "There he is. There 's 
t h e  l e p r ec haun!" Howe ver , the children 
remained where they were, so for the nex t  
hour Brian entertained them b y  angrily shak­
ing his f ist  at them and by tossing turves 
into the air. 

Aft erw a r d s  he changed his clothes 
and VISited the park to f md out the reaction 
to h1s leprechaun I mpersonat ion. Here he 
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found children boastmg that they had seen 
two leprechauns, although so me had to top 
th1s  by say mg they had seen six , or more! 

The nex t day, a Saturday (according 
to Bnan), crowds of children and adults 
went to the house m Edge Lane in search 
of the l 1t tle people. Despite the efforts 
of the pol 1ce the crowds did not disperse 
until after 11 o 'clock at n1ght. In the nex t 
two weeks children raided the garden in 
their search for the l i t tle people, causing 
damage to a shed and the garden itsel f .  
Things c a m e  t o  a head when Br ian o verheard 
two boys saying that they p l anned to shoot 
the leprechauns w 1 th an air nf le and depos it  
the bod1es m j a m-jars to prove to the1r 
teachers that the story was not a f 1gment 
of the 1r t magmations. 

At this juncture Brian dec1ded that 
something had to be done, so for three even­
ings he put on his leprechaun ·act in the 
garden of an empty house s1x doors fro m  
h i s  grandfa ther ' s  ho me. Th1s did the trick 
so effecti vely that within a couple of months 
the city council had to demo l i sh the house 
because of the devastation caused by leprech­
aun hun ters. 

Is Bnan's belated confession then the 
solution to the great L 1 verpool leprechaun 
panic ? More than a brief glance at his state­
ments w ill show that he si mply makes matters 
more complicated rather than clearing them 
up. H i s story is full of  contradictions and 
errors when compared w i th the contemporary 
press repor ts. For a star t ,  Br ian claims 
that the leprechauns were f irst seen on 
Thursday and F r iday, and that on the Saturday 
crowds gathered near his grandf ather ' s  ho me ; 
yet the press tells us that the creatures 
were f irst seen on Tuseday, 30th June. Per­
haps w i th the passage of  ti me he just forgot 
the correc t  days and dates of the sightings , 
and just remembered the dates of the news-
paper repo r ts ? 

. It see ms odd that the newspaper descrtpt­
ions of  the leprechauns do not tally w i th 
Mr Jones's  description of his elegant ou tfit .  
None of the children noticed his  red waist­
coat, the red bobble on his hat, his  navy 
trousers or his denim sh irt.  

The ten-foot-high wall is of interest 
too. I t  cou ld no t have been the most si mple 
th ing in the world to cl imb, either for the 
children, or particularly for Mr Jones consid­
ering his  short height and Wellington boots. 

lt is also difficul t  to understand why 
the children on the second day d id not ap­
proach the wall in large numbers and scale 
it  in order to catch the 'leprechaun ' .  The 
children of L i verpool are not normally that 
shy ! Furthermore, all the children's repo r ts 
speak specif ically of leprechauns in Jubilee 
P ark and bowling green : there was no mention 



of any sigh t t ngs m pnvate gardens - and 
many of the children said they saw more 
than one creature. A search through the 
two Liverpool dally newspapers for the penod 
covenng J ul y ;  Augus t and Sep tember d1d 
no t reveal any more reports of  leprechauns 
seen m the neighbourhood of J ub dee Park, 
and no men t1on of the rather newswor thy 
event of a house bemg demolished through 
the depradat 10ns of  the 1 r  hunters . 

For these reasons we suspect that 
Brian Jones m 1ght be mistaken m h 1s bel tef 
that he was responsible for star t mg th1s 
pantc : perhaps af ter twenty years two sep­
arate events have become confused. 

Whatever the explanatiOn for the star t 
of the rumour, 1t IS no tewor thy that 1t spread 
very qu 1ckly, and generated suffiCient mteres t  
f o r  substantial crow ds, mcludmg many adults, 
to gather m the park. It  IS also mtrigu mg 
to see the mjection of the UFO s aghtmg 
tnto th1s contex t, even if 1t was a humourous 
attempt at an explanation for the presence 
of  the leprechauns. In addition, the chddren 
w ho w 1shed to mser t the enu ties mto a 
j a m-j ar remand us of those ufolog1sts who 
b el teve (or hope) that the U S AF has succeed­
ed m preser v mg bo ttles or f rozen 'l t ttle 
green men ' 

No sooner had the Liverpool rumours 
subs 1ded than a s 1 milar scare erupted several 
miles to the north-east of the c 1 ty m the 
o verspill town of  K 1 rkby.  The Kirkby Reporter 
on the 17th J uly 196 4  [ 4] f eatured the follow­
ing s tory, under the headl tne "Little Fo lk -
and 'Flying Saucers "' : 
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Flying saucers and leprechauns came to 
� irkby last week - a t  least according to 
local children. What the connection was 
the children were not quite sure, but scores 
of excited youngs ters invaded the Reporter 
offices on Friday, eager to tell  they had 
seen both these things 

A "strange object in the sky", which 
changed the colour of i ts lights from red 
to silver, and was moving slowly at first, 
then very fast, was their description of 
the flying saucer. 

The 'flying saucer' faction vied with 
the 'leprechaun' group for colourful descrip­
tions. About eight inches high, with red 
and green tunics, and knee-breeches, thus 
the 'little people 'were described. And, of 
course, they spoke with a strong Irish brogue. 

Origin of the wee folk rema ins a myst­
ery, but so convinced were the children 
tha t hundreds of them plagued the vicar 
of Kirkby (Rev. J. Lawton) by invading St. 
Chad 's churchyard in search of the l it tle 
people. A t  t i m es the numbers were such 
tha t the police had to chase the children 
a way. 

In the L i verpool Echo, 13th J uly 196 4  
[ 5] was t h e  f irst account of  scores of  children 
searching the churchyard at S t  Chad's for 
leprechauns. A f ter what was described as 
two days of  hectiC acti V I ty, w h1ch probably 
began on F nday, l Oth J uly, a relieved Rev. 
Canon John L aw ton told the Echo 's reporter 
on the ntght of Sunday, 12th J uly, tha t :  
"The children seem t o  have been convmced 
at las t  that there are no leprechauns." Dur ing 
the same penod, childre had also searched 
the grounds of  St Mane's Roman Cathol ic 
School and Mo ther of God Church, Northwood, 
Kirkby [ 5]. 

In many ways 
·
this panic seems to have 

been a continuation of the pri mary rumours 
origina ting in L iverpool. We should note 
that they could have been influenced by 
many reports f ro m  the general L iverpool 
area of UFO activity  that J uly, which b y  
their very quan tity  m ight have l i nked leprech­
auns w i th UFOs more f ir mly in the minds 
of the K 1 rkby chtldren. Indeed, we m 1ght 
even speculate that the 'anginal' Li verpool 
rumours were msp 1 red by a report  in the 
N e w cas tl e -u po n -T y ne J ournal ( 9th J une 
1964), wh1ch may have reached some of  
the national or reg1onal press. Flying Saucer 
Review, vol. I 0, no. 5, page I 8 [6, 7 J reprod­
uced the follow mg report  f ro m  that paper : 

Flashes of light • • •  loud buzzes in the night . . .  
l i ttle green men chasing each other round 
ha ystacks . • • egg-shaped flying saucers • • •  

No, the leprechauns aren 't loose and i t 's 

no lrish111an who is telling this ta le - jus t 
the good people of Felling. For stories are 
going around Lea rn Lane Estate tha t flying 
space men in egg-shaped flying saucers are 
using the area for manoeuvres. So persistent 
are the stories tha t a full sca le investigation 
has been launched by one organisa tion. 

And the l i ttle green men ? They were 
seen by 1 4-year-old David Wilson. He said : 
"I sa w severa l  small green creatures about 
two fee t  high running around a haystack 
on a farm near the esta te . "  But not e veryone 
believes the stories. Last night Mr M. Coates, 
headmaster of Roman Road junior school, 
denied tha t he had cal led a special assembly 
of pupils to discuss the l it tle green man, 
or tha t he had told the children to stay 
a way from the farm. He said : "There is 
no truth at all in these silly rumours. " 

Ob viously Bnan Jones could not have 
been responsible for aiJ  of  these scares. 
So i f  he was not the cause of  them, who 
or what was ? In the case of the Liverpool 
happenmgs tt could be argued that a ' tai J  
s tory'  got Circulated at a local school and 
rap 1 dly spread by word of mouth. The stimulus 
could have been the factors already discussed, 
or m1ght have been an mvented story that 
came to be regarded as relating to a real 
event. We mus t  remember that older chtldren 
are more receptive to ' f antas t ic'  ideas and 
s t tuations which m1ght be regarded as a 
rej ect ion of the assumptions of the1r parents 
and teachers about the nature of reality 
[8].  

Freud claimed that fantas1es are mental 
cons t r ucts of  the 1 mag mat1on, l tberated 
f ro m  the constraints of real tty, and that : 
' 'the mo t 1 ve forces of fantasies are unsatts f 1ed 
w 1shes, and every s a ngle fan tasy 1s the ful fil­
ment of a w 1sh, a correct ion of unsat1sfy ang 
reali ty." [ 9] 

Indeed, we can say that because most 
of the children at tended Ro man Catholic 
schools and (tn the Li verpool and K 1 rkby 
areas at least) were most l tkely of  Insh 
desc e n t, the1r lnsh cultural background 
m 1ght well be regarded as a s t rong tnfluences 
on the way such w 1shes might be expressed. 
Leprechauns play an I mportant role an lr tsh 
folklore, and Kath r t ne Br tggs [ 10] remtnds 
us that the leprechaun was a f a1ry cobbler 
who l t ved underground beneath a fa1ry hal l .  
Attempts a t  cap tur tng h 1 m  always faded .  
Ano ther legend asserts t h a t  a b o y  w t th fa1ry 
blood an h 1s veans was ab le to reco ver treas­
ure from a cave guarded by the leprechaun. 

Can th1s legend, or so me d un remnant 
of  it, have been the reason why the cht ldren 
so VIgorous ly sought to disco ver the leprech­
aun? Or was the rumour just  an excuse 
for vandalts m  and some exci tmen t ?  As 
with most aspects of  fo lklore, and ufology, 
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such rumours can b e  �ene rated and sustained 
by a rnul t1 tude of purposes and reasons. 

In th 1s case we have at temp ted to 
o u t l 1 ne some of  the d 1 f ficul t 1es involved 
m arr 1 v mg at or acceptmg any ' f ace value' 
explanatiOn of a set of  rumours wh 1ch cons is t 
of a psychologically and soc 1o logtcal l y  co mp­
lex pattern of  behaviOur. 

Although these rumours were shor t-lived 
( al t ho ugh the newspaper accounts wh1ch 
gave thts 1 mpress 1on may be false. I t  is 
d1ff 1cult  to guess how long such rumours 
rnay continue to bubble beneath the level 
of med 1 a  attentiOn), the same urges for 
exc 1 t rnent and change fro m  old ways of  
v1ew mg the wor l d  can also be expressed 
by young peop le v1a pop music. It may be 
that the b losso m mg of  ' Merseybeat'  at that 
place and tune was a m am f es tation of urges 
no t far removed f ro m  those wh 1ch brought 
the L a ve rpool L eprechaun tnto ' r eal t ty ' .  
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Alternative vielllpolnt.s on the Liverpool 
Leprechawu 
by Granvtlle Oldroyd and Ian S. Cresswell 

WE feel that there IS  a very real danger of 
mak mg the mechan tsms at work behmd 
L t verpool leprechauns more co tnpl tca ted than 
need by be the over-use of complex sociO-­
logical theones when more s 1 mple and easy to 
unders tand explanations are near at hand . We 
would rather suggest that the more l tkely 
cause behmd th1s senes of  events was ru mour ­
w h 1ch very q u 1ck l y  spread w 1 thm the res tnc ted 
confines of  school, playground and neighbour­
hood, which go t out of  hand and spread to 
o ther groups of chtldren w i th m  the Li verpool 
area, b efore f inally becoming just  another s 1 1 l y  
season s tory and dying o u t .  Word of  mou th I S  



one of the quickest ways of spread mg such 
s tories. 

Regarding the deeper psychol ogical mot l­
vat ions behind the spread and belief of th1s 
story, there are m any possib le f ac tors w h 1ch 
cou l d  have played a par t, bu t we see l l m 1 ts 
to th1s line of t h i nking. It IS hard to see just 
what the signif i cance the ' Merseybeat' m ama 
had on the leprechaun rumours, and we doubt 
that the rumours were merely an excuse for 
mal i c 1 0us damage . It is also d i f f icu l t  to accept 
that the rumours were sol ely  'w ish-ful f il ­
men t ' ,  or to pu t the incident down to an 
adolescent rebe l l 1on agamst the acceptab le 
v1ewpomt of the adu l t  m ajor i t y .  

There often appears to b e  a f er t i le 
ground m wh1ch the seeds of rumour may be 
sown .  Perhaps in th 1s mc 1dent 1t was the 
R o m a n - C a t holic background of many of 
the children, and the real possibi l i ty that the 
largest group of thern were of Ir ish ancestry . 
Th1s bemg so, the 1m tial story of the l

_
eprech­

auns would stnke a respons i ve note m their 
cu ltural background . Th1s does seem to be 
more likely that any bel ief m a l mk be tween 
leprechauns and U F Os. 

Perhaps th1s whole mc ident may be 
cal led a modern day fa1ry story, w h 1ch m the 
ful lness of t 1 me cou l d  have become a local 
legend . Indeed, have s i m i l ar rumours been 
respons 1ble for the corpus of f a 1 ry be lief , 
a ' mere rumou r '  bemg handed down over the 
years? Th1s may not be as str ange as one 
m 1ght thmk , as rumour has of ten been show n 
to be the acency for the produc tiOn of eye­
witness accounts to events which have not 
taken p l ace. 

�Ant Word3, by Nigel Watson 
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In rep l y  to those comments, I would agree 
that it w ould be nice to dispense with "com­
p lex sociological theor ies" , bu t by cal ling the 
col lec t i ve behaviour of the type d ispl ayed by 
the chi ldren invol ved in the hun t f or l eprech­
auns just a r!J mour does not hel p  us very much. 
We have to f ind out why this rumour had such 
a powerful inf luence. Certainly the Roman 
Cathol ic background of the children could 
have been an impor tant f ac tor , but that does 
not exclude the possib i l i t y  that wish-fulfil ment 
or rejec t ion of concencus real i ty ,  boredom or 
m ischev iousness, were not equal l y  signif ican t 
f ac tors. 

I was not attempt ing to show that 
' Merseybeat'  had any d i rec t inf luence on the 
leprechaun rumours. M y  inten tion w as to show 
that at  approximate l y  the same time and p lace 
there was a b l ossom ing of popular music 
w hich ,  f or the perfor mance and audience, was 
a vehicle for the expression of e mot ions 
w h ich are nor m a l l y  kept under check. 

Com mon to both the leprechaun rumour 

and popular mus 1c trends are the " spon tenaity , 
transitoriness and volatilit y .  lt is these proper­
ties rather than the irrat ional behaviour of 
ind i v idua ls under the sway of col l ec tive 
f orces or the pressures of 'group inf luence' 
as such that set the phenomena of col lective 
behaviour apa r t  • • •  " [K. &. G. E. Lang, ' Col lect­
ive Dynam ics : Process and For m ' ,  in Human 
Behaviour and Social Processes, R KP, 1 971 ] 

Obviousl y ,  we could argue about the 
causal,  func t i onal and cogn i t i ve aspects of the 
leprechaun hunts f or several more pages 
without reso l v i ng the matter.  Instead, I hope 
that we can examine som e  of these issues in 
more de tail in futures studies of phantom air ­
ship and U F O  

Final �Ant Worm b y  J ohn R i m mer.  

On the basis that this is  not  a private fight 
and anyone may join in, I would like to add 
one or two com ments as a Liverpudlian who 
w as living just two miles aw ay f rom the 
events oescri"bed; bu t  regretably  

. 
re mained 

blissful l y  unaware of the m .  
I think b o t h  sides may be over p l aying 

t he question of the religious background of 
the children invol ved. Cer tainly,  L i verpool 
has a high propor t ion of R oman C atholics, 
the highest of any major c i ty in the U K, as a 
resu l t  of the massive I r ish im migration during 
the nineteenth centur y .  Al though it w ould 
certainly be probab l e  that any group of school ­
children in Kirkby would be predom i nan tly 
Roman-Cathol i C ,  thiS would not necessary be 
the case in the Edge L ane dis trict (un less, of  
course a R oman Cathol ic school was specif ic­
ally ment ioned in the account). Although most 
Liverpool Cathol ics are of l nsh or igin, 1 t  must 
be reme mbered that most such f a m l l 1es were, 
by the time of these events, f ourth or f if th 
gener at ion im m igrants, and it is a matter of 
considerable doubt just how comrHonpl ace folk 
tales and legends of Ould Ireland were around 
the f iresides of L i verpool in  1 964 ! 

I thmk the po int raised about the Mersey­
beat phenomenon is val id.  As so r1 1ething of an 
msider , I can conf i r m  that this had a tre mend­
ous soc ial  effect in L i verpoo l ,  not jus t rest­
ncted to teenagers. In many ways this was a 
per iod of massive social  change in the c i t y ,  
w h ich has yet to b e  adequa te ly charted b y  
soc ial  histor i ans. 

t 

NORTHERN 

E· C· H· O · S  
T H E  

P E T E R  
R O G E R S O N  

COLUMN 

FOR some reason the rev 1 ew column of 
Magorua has got the reputa tion of bemg 
an 'axe colum n ' ,  g 1 v mg savage, a l most libe l ­
lous rev1ews to V I r tual l y  everythmg that 
comes our way. Th 1s promp ted me to a l 1 tt le 
survey of just what we had been say mg. 
Of 1 85 books rev iewed smce MUFOB new 
senes 2 (when we rea l l y  got gomg) the tal ly  
was : very good or excel lent,  32; good , 61 ; 
neutral  (either e ven handed or m ak mg no 
evalua t 1 ve com ment), 29; poor , 32;  bad, 
3 1 .  A subject ive estimate, no doub t ,  but 
1t g 1 ves the general p 1c ture, wh1ch 1s hard l y  
t h a t  of an asse mbly- l me abbato1 r .  M y  ow n 
v 1ew IS that if anythmg we have often been 
generous (my rev 1ew of C live Harold's The 
Unidentified for example; slated by one 
reader however, because I refused to take 
tales of telepor ted cows at f ace value) 

It appears that some authors have 
the odd 1dea that rev iews should be mere 
contents lists ; or worse st i l l ,  mere rehashes 
of the publishers b lurb .  Others have such 
col losal egos that nothmg short  of total 
adoratiOn wil l suf f 1ce. A third group have 
great d i f f icul t y  in accepting tha t the reason 
many peop le misunderstand what they are 
say mg IS because they have prob lems com­
mun l c at mg the 1r  of ten mterest mg 1 deas. 

* * * * * 

In h 1s  ' f arewe l l '  column m Common Ground , 
K e v i n  McCiure suggested that the k i nd of 
phenomena we are stud y mg are on the de­
c line. From my perspec tive of workmg m 
a Local His tory and Ref erence L i brary, 
I doubt th1s ver y much. In fact there I S  
probably a vast reser vo1 r  of such d a t a  w h 1ch 
never gets mto p r m t .  

I have h a d  t o  deal w 1 t h  several enqu­
l nes from peop l e  researchmg mto the 1 r  
houses to try to f md out w h o  o r  w h a t  1 s  
haunt mg the m .  Other enqu1 rers have been 
trying to make sense out of ouija board 
messages - occul t  revelatiOn bemg to some 

1 7  

far more 1 mpress 1 ve than documentary evid­
ence, dea l mg w 1 th such quenes can require 
some tac t .  

The most mteres t mg story w a s  that 
f rom a woman, to w hom the teenage g 1 r l  
next door h a d  conf 1 ded t h a t  she was b e  mg 
V I Sited by the ghost of a farm labouror 
(shades of the succubus here?) w ho had 
comnu t ted su 1 c 1 de af ter h 1s lover (a ser vant · 

g 1r l  of course) had d 1ed m childbirth.  For tun­
ately 1t was qu1 te easy to po1nt out that 
the na me g 1 ven, w h 1ch also happened to 
be that of a f a mous pop-s tar , would not 
have occurred 1n that area at that time. 

* i t  * 11- * 

A l l  t h 1s however IS as nothrng compared 
w 1 th Runcorn ,  w here I was prev10us ly employ ­
e d ;  a n d  where, 1 t  seems, e v e r y  other bu l l d mg ,  
mc lud i ng t he one w here I worked , had 1 ts 
ghost stor y .  Prom ment amongst them was 
t he local ghost l 1 ght (whoops, I mean U nex­
p l a me d  A t mos p h e n c  P h e n o menon) , "The 
G reen L 1ght of H a l ton" , wh1ch was supposed 
to travel the route of an old tunne l .  Old 
tunnels were very much the concern of 
a local character who may or may not have 
been assoc iated w 1 th APEN , bu t c lear l y  
spent a good deal of t 1 me and effor t  hun t mg 
m y s t enous tunne ls, on mstruc t 1 0ns from 
the oUija board .  

Runcorn w a s  also t h e  home o f  a couple 
of fundamentalist churches w ho spent much 
t 1 me exoc1sing the local mhab 1 t an ts .  I t  was 
my expenences at Runcorn w h 1ch led me 
to take an mcreasmg mterest m the soc iOlog­
ICal aspects of the " f n nges of human exper­
ience" . 

* * * * * 

In her mterestmg ar tic le m the last 1ssue 
of Magonia, Jenny R and les suggested we 
should analyse the symbo l ism of U FO encount­
ers. Th1s of course has been suggested before , 
m the pages of th 1s  mag·az me, and most 
notab l y  by Jerry C l ark and Loren Coleman 
m the i r  sel f -underrated book The Unidentified. 
The case of Dr X ., as repor ted by A 1 me 
M 1chel con tams an array of symbolism. 
The perc 1 p 1ent IS wounded m war,  and IS 
lef t as a healer w 1 th a wound w h 1ch wil l 
not heal ,  a muSIC ian w ho has lost h 1 s  muse 
(cf . The F 1sher K mg) . H 1s second wound 
is sustamed while chopp mg a l og ,  w h 1ch 
comes f rom a tree - the roots of w h 1ch 
go under the ground. H 1s wound makes 1 t  
impossib l e  t o  keep h 1 s  f oot o n  the ground. 
Af ter h 1 s  miracul ous healing by the U FO 
he c l a i ms to undergo l e v 1 t a t 1 0ns in wh1ch 
he cannot keep h 1s feet on the ground , and 
so on. 
****************************************** 
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DOW N I N  TH E FOREST 
SOMETH I N G STIRRE D . . .  

TH E ques tion of what may real l y  have been 
seen at Rendlesham in December 1980 i s  
deal t w i t h  elsewhere b y  lan Ridpath. However 
there are several other aspects of the book 
'Sky Crash' that are important to comment 
on. 

F i r st  of a l l ,  as the t i t le  impl ies, the 
idea of consp iracy is cen tral  to the book , 
which a t tempts to docu ment the c l a i m  that 
a highly s igntf icant e vent was del iberately 
covered up by the Br i t ish and Amer ican 
governments. The au thors are cer tainly assid­
uous i n  f i nd ing ev idence for the cover up: 

Have off icers from the base been prom­
oted s ince 1 980 ? - their s i l ence is  being 
rewarded. 

Do peop le th� au thors w i sh to interv iew 
prove, l ike most of us, not to have un l i m i ted 
reserves of t i me or cour tesy , espec ia l l y 
w hen deal ing w i th complete strangers ? 
they have been ordered to stay s i lent.  

A k i nd of Occa m ' s  R azor in reverse 
see ms to operate, whe reby a s in ister explanat­
i on is  always prepared to a mundane one. 
Thus when one supposed w i tness, a local 

counc i l l or ,  refuses to co-operate, he is said 
to be f r igh tened. The possibi l i ty that he 
merely did not feel that h i s  repu tat ion in 
the com mun i ty would be enhanced by being 
f ea tured in the type of newspaper that com­
monly fea tures U F O  stor ies is  not considered. 

S i m i lar l y ,  Colonel H al t ,  the U S  Base 
Com mander i s  throughout dep i c ted as engaged 
i n  a cover-up, even w hen his ' suspec t '  behav­
iour merely takes the f or m  of refusing to 
be but tonholed by the au thors in  h is  house 
a t  11 o ' c lock a t  night. ( Co lonel H a l t ,  constant­
l y  on the rec e i v i ng end of the au thors' i m por t ­
uni ties,  see ms most o f  t h e  t 1 rne to b e  ac t mg 
in a harrased manner,  re miniscent of h is  
near-namesake of TV ' s  Sergent Bilko.) 

A l l  this  is not to say that the authors' 
descr ipt ions of  harrasme n t ,  obstruc t i on and 
surve i l l ance by · the au thor i t ies are simply 
i mag inar y ; j u s t  that any they ran into was 
not necessar i l y  U F O  related. The book does, 
indeed, have a chap ter speculat ing that  
t he even t s  a t  Re nd lesharn rnay have been 
in some ways connec ted not w i t h  UFOs 
but  to some o ther secret  oper at ion - possibly  
som e thing to do w i t h  the d isin te�r a t i on 

' 

of the Sov1et  sate l l i te Cosmos 79 over Europe 
at the same t i me .  

T h e  w 1 l l 1ngness of t he au thor s to enter­
t a in  such a hypothe s i s  I S  cur ious, g 1 ven the 
ca tegon ca l . statement 1n t he int roduct ion 
to the book that the Rendlesh a n 1  even t s  
w e r e  " t he wor l d ' s  f 1 rst  o f J 1 c 1 a l l y  observed 
and of f 1c 1 a l l y  recorded l and 1 ng and contact" .  

I f  t h e  Cos mos story were true, 1 t  would 
certa inly explai n o f f 1c 1 al a t t i tudes, but such 
a theory does not see m to be rea l l y  necessary.  
I f  the base personne l had been gutl  ty of 
the m 1 siden t i f i c a tion !an R idpa th descr ibes 
one can w e l l  understand that the m i l i tary 
author i t ies would not want such a fac t to 
be made pub l i c ,  since i t  would be taken 
to cast doub t on the rel iabil i ty of such per son­
nel ,  and perhaps even rev1ve fears of  acc ident­
a l  nuc lea r  war. Th1s would be espec ial l y  
relevant if alcohol or  d rugs (which may 
w e l l  have been circulat ing in the pos t-Chr ist­
mas a t mosphere) were a factor tnf luenc ing 
the behaviour or percepti ons of any of those 
involved. 

Wallace seems to talk 
in dialogue straight from 

ancient B-movies 

I n  discussion of a l l  this  it must be 
reme mbered tha t the peri od of the authors' 
i n v e s t i g a t i ons coinc ided w i th the height 
of the pub l i c  con troversy over the s it ing . 
of Crui se missiles in Britain.  Bear ing i n  
m i nd t h a t  one resu l t  of t h i s  h a s  been demon­
strations a t ,  and invasions of , U S  bases, 
i t  is  hard l y  surpr ising w hen the authors 
descr ibe how an at tempt t o  ask questions 
on the base marr ted quarters ends w i th them 
being seized and in terrogated by US secur i t y  
pol ice. (Indeed, m a n y  would see t h i s  a s  par t 
of an encroachment on c i v i l  l ibert ies i n  
t h e  name of security  t h a t  prov ides an excel­
lent argu men t against the presence of such 
missiles.) 

H oweve r ,  w hen one look s at  the e vidence 
put f orward by the aut hors it is scarce l y  
surpr ising t h a t  they a r e  d r i ven to postul ate 
dark consp 1rac1es. W i thou t invok ing the ac tiv­
i t ies of sinis ter si lencers i t  would be e mbaras­
sing to ad m 1 t  that the c i v i l ian res iden ts 
of the forest see m ,  in the major i t y  of cases, 
to have W i tnessed nothing u ntoward on the 
night m ques t ion .  

The w i tnesses who a r e  produced t o  
back up t h e  s tory i nc l ude some dec ided l y  
dubious ones. T h e  au thors describe an i n ter­
v iew in wh ich the land ing of an a l ien craf t 
is conf 1 r med by Colonel H a l t ' s  son Chuck . 
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But 1 t  1 s  pamf u l l y  clear that Chuck H a l t  
is a l one l y  teenager ( h i s  parents' marr iage 
had recently  broken up) w ho was no doub t 
pleased to f i nd new peop l e  to talk to, and 
was te l l tng the m what they want t o  hear 
(as we l l  as, on h1s  own ad mission, hoping 
his  story might be sold to the med ia enabl i ng 
h i m  to return to the U S A) .  

Also descr t bed t n  detai l  a r e  t h e  c l ai m s  
o f  ' Ar t  Wal lace ' ,  a pseudony m  f or an Amer­
ican c i v i l tan who claims to have been in 
the U S AF a t  Rend l esham on the n tght in 
question, and to have been sw or n t o  sil ence 
af ter hav ing w i tnessed a con tac t  be tween 
al iens and high rank i ng US of f 1cers. Wal lace 
see ms t o  talk in dialogue straight f ro m  an­
c ient B-mov1es : " I ' m  a dead man . . .  Bul lets  
come cheap . • .  " There i s  no real  e vidence 
that he was e ven in the US Air Force. The 
authors are fair m i nded enough t o  draw 
at tent ion to some other reasons to distrust 
Wal lace,  but inex p l icab l y  s t i l l  seem to regard 
his story as someth ing other than the product 
of a fantasizmg paranoid. 

P aranoia rnay be infect ious, to j udge 
by the authors' a t t i tudes to the med 1a. In 
1 983 the News of the World took a b r t e f  
break f rom i ts u s u a l  in-depth repor t ing o f  
t h e  doings of J oan Col l i ns, P r ince Andrew 
and sex-change vicars t o  head l ine the ' A r t  
W a l l ace' c l ai ms.  As a resu l t  scep t ical  I tems 
appeared on the BBC and in the Times and 
Telegraph, a fact w h ich leads the au thors 
t o  suggest dark l y :  "these three sources are 
c l ose t o  Government th ink ing w i thtn maJor 
med ia ou t lets." This IS a somew hat cur t ous 
phrase w h ich, i n  so f a r  as i t means any thi ng 
at a l l ,  is  presumab l y  a suggest ion of an 
of f ici a l  cover-up. lt is of course true that 
the Times and Telegraph general l y  suppor t 
the present govern men t, but so does most 
of F l eet S tree t ,  W i th the News of the World 
be ing one of the most vocal,  so it i s hard 
t o  see what point is be i ng made. Al so, 1f  
the Times is invol ved i n  a cover-up, i t is 
s trange that these mach inations do not ex tend 
to the News of the World, which has the 
same propr ietor ! 

The authors' take the scep t ical  sec tor 
of the p ress to task f or shoddy and I naccurate 
1 n v e s t 1 g a t1ons and statements,  b u t  the 1 r  
o w n  record tn t h 1 s  respec t I S  hard l y  above 
c r t t iC I S tn .  Much I S  made of some al leged l y  
cun ous rad1at 10n read mgs at  t h e  s 1 t e ,  b u t  
we a r e  g1 ven no d a t a  w h 1ch a l lows us t o  
assess t he 1 r  s1gntf 1cance. A t  another p o m t  
we a r e  sole m n l y  assured , m connect ion w 1 t h 
some a l l eged an 1 mal reac t ions, t l 1at " a m ma l s  
do n o t  suf fer hal l uc mat 1 ons a n d  1 f  they d o  
respond t o  some thtng s t r ange 1 t  I S  s a f e  t o  
assume t h a t  someth1n� strange rea l l y  1s 



happenmg ." The on l y  answer needed 1s to 
refer the au thors to A l lan H endry's  U F O  
Handbook , par t i cular ly the sec t 1 on where 
he de t a i l s  cases mvolvmg an1 mal  reac t 1 ons 
that turned ou t to have pure l y  mundane 
explana t i ons. 

A t  another pomt there I S  a desc n p t 10n 
of an obj ect seen m the sky by one of the 
authors dunng the course of t he mves t 1gat 10n. 
1 t  1 s  descnbed as be mg "as b 1g  as a f ootba l l" .  
Ted 1 ous a s  1 t  1 s  to R O  m t o  such bas1c m a t te r s  
y e t  aga 1n,  such a desc n p t ion I S  qU i te mean i ng­
less, smce the apparen t s 1 ze of obj ects vanes, 
accord mg to how far t hey are f rom t he 
observer.  As a resu l t  most i nvest igators 
who use s 1 m i lar compansons t o  guage the 
s 1 ze of aenal obj ect ask w i t nesses to compare 
s 1 ze W i th an obj ec t held a t  arms leng t h .  
H owever , mos t peop le h a v e  a tendency t o  
o v e r  est 1 mate the apparent s 1 ze o f  such 
objec ts.  I f  the author concerned d1d real l y  
s e e  a U F O  t h e  s 1 ze o f  a f ootbal l at  ar m ' s  
length,  t h 1 s  must c lear ly have been a most 
spec tacular s 1gh t ,  and the obj ect respons ible 
must have e 1 ther been huge, or very nea r .  
T h e  reader c a n  ven f y  th1s  S i m p l y  by holdmg 

This is a very serious 
charge which they should 
e i ther document  in de tai l  

or wi thdraw 

20 

a footbal l  at a r m ' s  length and see mg how 
much of the sky 1t covers. 

Carel essness l i ke th1s ex tends to several  
other areas.  They descnbe how Derek J a me­
son, the ed1 tor of the News of the World 
at the t 1 me of 1 ts R end lesham story (a f ac t  
1 t  m 1ght b e  w 1 sest  not t o  comment o n  fur ther 
m v 1ew of th1s gen t leman's f ondness for 
l i be l ac t i ons) wrote a let ter to t he Telegraph 
to comp l a i n  abou t a scep t i cal p 1ece on R end le­
sham w n t ten by the lat ter pape r ' s  sc 1ence 
ed 1 tor, Adr ian Berr y .  We are told that the 
Telegraph pnn ted t h 1 s  l e t ter "w i thou t com­
ment" when , m f ac t ,  a rebu t tal  appeared 
a few days later . llf'a l l ng w 1 th the involve­
ment of the A mencan CS ICOP group m 
U F O  mat ters, the authors denigrate t h 1 s  
com m i t tee by c l a 1 m mg t h a t  J ames R and 1 ,  
one o f  1 t s  lead mg members, has m t h e  past 
del ibera t e l y  f a l s 1 f 1ed ev 1dence. Th1s I S  a 
very senous charge, wh1ch they shou ld e 1 t her 
document i n  deta i l  or W i thdraw . 

A recent expose of F l ee t S t reet journal­
I S m  (L ies, Damn L ies and Some Exc lusi ves , 
by Henry Por ter) devotes some space to 
t he News of the World coverage. of R end le-

sha m as an example of shoddy sensat iOnal i s m .  
N o t h i ng m Sky Crash seems to suggest that 
th 1s  was a fa lse est 1 mat 1on. ( I t  has s 1nce 
been h i n ted that Por ter ' s  book is to be the 
subjec t of a l ibel ac t 1 on by some of the 
peop le Involved m the repor t mg of R endle­
sha m .  W e  aw a i t  the case w 1 th m teres t .) 

Con t i nued f rom page 28 
as comprehens i ve as h 1 s  know ledge - and 
access to - signif icant bu t of ten less that 
famous cases. Ideas and l ines of though t  
a r e  introduced throughou t t he narrat i ve,  
and are broug h t  toge ther in a d i l igen t l y  
craf ted conc l ud ing sec t ion of  over 60 pages. 
Most of the sens ible i deas I ' ve e ver heard 
are in there somewhere, d i scussed as a suc ­
cession of hypotheses, t hen brought together 
l og i c a l l y ,  p r i m a r i l y  d r a w ing c onclusions 
about the nature of our m inds and percep t ions 
that are unorthodox , bu t f ar from unreason­
able. Then mov ing on to suggest that there 
is some ev idence f or the inf l uences of an 
ex ternal agent or inte l l igence, though this  
cou ld be exp lained away g i ven further devel­
opments in our own knowledge and understand­
i ng. 

J ust as in i ts t i me you would not 
have been able to f ind a more c lear and 
comprehens ive accou n t  of ev idence suggest i ve 
of indi v idual survival  of death than Myers's 
book , so you will  not , yet,  f i nd a be t ter 
account than this  of the evidence sugges t i ve 
of hu mans hav ing deal i ngs w i th non-hu man 
en t i t ies, over a very prolonged period ,  in 
every par t of the world.  That to me i s  the 
real ach ievemen t of this  book. lt has done 
a great deal of work f or us - s truc tur ing 
ev idence of dif f erent but re lated k inds into 
a cohes ive w hole, to which we can go on 
and relate our own research, and our reviews 
of research and inves t iga t ion. I f  you l i ke, 
some of the material  here can be represented 
by very large and exot ic mathemat ical expres­
sions, but the com mon f ac tor be tween a l l  
those grand and myster ious numbers is a 
r e l a t i ve l y  small and simple one - the range 
and ab i l i t y  of the ind i v idual human m ind, 
of w h ich, so far, we have remarkab l y  l i t t le 
under stand ing. A nd w i thout an understanding 
of the small numbers we're never going 
to get to grips w i th the b i g  ones . 

This  book , marketed correc tly,  cou ld 
se l l  very well  as a paperback. It  is  emine n t l y  
readab le,  a t tr ac t ively presented, and read i l y  
unders tood by anyone w i th a decent educ a t ion 
and a mod icum of i m a� inat ion. I hope the 
pub l i shers w i l l  change the t i t l e ,  put some 
money into pub l i c i ty,  and get on w i t h  se l l ing 
i t .  It w i l l  do much f or the cred i b i l i ty of 
our subjec t ,  and f or those of us work ing 
w i th i n  i t .  K e v i n  McCiure 
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Sometime during October 1943, the American 
de�troyer escort USS Eldridge (DE 1 73) 
whach was based at the Philadelphia Navy 
Yard was at sea when it became invisible. 
L�ter, In 19�6 the same ship got teleported 
bnefly from ats Phaladelphia dock to Norfolk 
V irginia, then returned. Most frightenin� 
of all, the crew on board became 'mad as 
hatters', disappeared or spontaneously corn­
busted. 

AL L this w as reveal ed to Morris J essup 
a U F O  w r i ter during the 1 950's, by a perso� 
who occas10nal y  cal led hi mse l f  Car los M iguel 
Al lende. H 1s let ters as associated annotat ions 
to J essup ' s  paperback edit ion of The Case 
for the UFO have been a focus of interest 
in many UFO and occult  books 

The most recent and ex tensive account 
of what has become known as the 'Ph ila­
delphia Experiment'  was w r i t ten by Charles 
Berh tz and W i l l iam Moore w ho used this 
title f or their  book (Souvenir P ress, 1 979). 

When Moore ac tual ly  spoke to a person 
who clai med to be Al lende, he sai d  that 
from the deck of the SS Andrew F uruseth 
he saw DE 1 7 3 vanish, though he did ad m i t  
t h a t  he h a d  embellished h i s  earl ier w r i tten 
accounts of the nasty af ter-ef fects on what 
he " p ieced together mostly from dockside 
scu t t lebu t ." [ p . 7 5] 

L ike the accounts of p ick led al iens 
preserved 10 secret vau l ts b y  the US G overn­
men t ,  this story entertains all  who enjoy 
conspiracy theones, weird mysteries, coincid­
ences, rumours whispered 10 dark corners 
etc. L ike any self -respecting rumour i � 
�annot be easily  expla ined, unless one regards 
1t as a hoax w h ich has grown increasingly 
comp lex over the years. Of course i f  one 
takes this v iew then one is l ike!; to be 
branded a c losed-minded scep tic not f i t  
t o  l ick the boots o f  a l i t tle green man. 

H av mg sa1d that, i t  is  worth noting 
t h a t  s e v e r a l  wel l -known science f ic t ion 
wri ters were w ork ing at the N aval Air Experi­
mental S ta tion, wh ich was part of the Navy 
Y ard. In volume three of The Early Asimov 
(G ranada, 1 974) lsaac Asi mov tells  how Rob­
ert Heinlein encouraged him and L. Sprague 
de Camp to work there dur ing 1 942.  

. So at the t i m e  of the f irst al leged 
disappearance ?f the USS Eldr idge these 
three 1magmat1ve and inf luential wri ters 
were a t  the very locality of the 'Phi ladelphia 
Expenmen t ' .  Could i t  be too f ar a s tretch 
of the imagination to suggest tha t they 
s tar ted this rumour,  or at  the very least 
encouraged i t s  develop men t ? At a t i me 
when many rumours of secret weapon re­
search 

. 
and exper i mentat ion were prevalen t ,  

t h e y  m 1 g h t  have thought i t  ' fun' [ o r  a valu­
able experi ment] to invent their own s tory 
and sit back and see what would happen. 

Th1s hypothesis IS remforced to a 
certain ex tent by the f ac t  that lsaac Asimov 
was delighted to discover that m any people 
were taken in by his mock-scien t i f ic thesis, 
' The Endochronic P ropert ies of Resubli mated 
Thiotimol ine' pub l ished in the March 1 94 8  
edition of Astounding Science Fiction. 

I s  it too f ar-f e tched· to speculate 
that Asimov was inspired to w r i te this treat­
i se af ter the success of the Phi ladelphia 
rumour ? Were these three au thors responsible, 
either as a group or as an ind i v idual projec t 
for the creation of the rumour ; or w a� 
it just that the presence of a f ew SF buf f s  
encouraged t h e  generation o f  an SF rumour ? 
Or did DE 1 7 3  real l y  disappear from sight 
some t i me m October 1 94 3 ? 

Any answers would be apprec iated, 
unless your name is  Car los M iguel A l lende ! 
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BOOKS 
-

Ark- 8oob Is a new Imprint from Rout­

ledge & Kegan Paul, which alms to reprint 

some of the classic works of the esoteric 

traditions. Many of these works have had 

a formative Influence on the Intellectual ARKAN� 

climate In which the sort of Issues which 

a r e  t re a t e d  In Megonle are discussed. 

As part of the wider perspective which 

we Intend to Introduce Into the magazine, 

Woltek Geworzewlkl Introduces the series. 

OUSP ENS K Y ,  Peter D. A New Model of the 
Universe. Arkana, ( Rou tledge Kegan 
P aul),  1 984. £ 5.95. 

G U R DJ I EFF ,  G. I.  Views from the Real 
World. Arkana, 1 984. £ 4 .50. 

George l vanov i tch Gurdj 1eff taught a 
s y t e m  of p h i l o sop h y  and psychological/ 
phys 1cal exerc ises which would,  it  was claimed 
enab le a person to gam ful l  consciousness and 
hence control over their own destiny.  Through­
ou t h1s l i fe he was a controversial f igure and 
it appears that this controversy continues to 
grow as t 1 me elapses since his death (in 1 949). 

Readmg h1s  works, and the voluminous 
l i terature about him and his system, it is 
d 1 f f 1cult to doubt that he did have access to 
1deas and insights into the human cond i t ion,  
wh 1ch were not previously vailable.  H i s  effec t  
o n  those w h o  m e t  h 1 m  suggests strong l y  that 
he was, at the very least, a man of mesmer­
ls mg presence. 

He always ms1 sted that h1s system 
could only be taught by personal contact 
between pup 1 l  and master in a 'school ' .  l t  IS 
1romc that since h1s  death all  h is  w n t i ngs 

mclud mg those meant to be l i m i ted to 
a C i rcle of pupi ls) has been publ ished. The 
volume of l i terature about h1m conti nues to 
increase, a f i l m  has been made of h is l ife,  
and an underground school in L ondon se l l s  
h 1 s  1deas (wi thout acknow ledgement) f o r  £ 1 2  
for a course of lectures. 

But we shou ld be gratef u l .  H owe ver pale 
a reflect ion of the man, h1s words g 1 ve us an 
ms1ght into one of the most distingu ished 
minds of the cen tur y .  

Views from the Real World is  a collect­
ion of G urdj 1ef f ' s  teach ings, comp i led by his 
pup i l s, f irst publ ished m 1 9 7 3 .  l t  is a good 
introduc t ion to the f lavour of his  though t ,  
f o r  the begmner : al though a more structural 
approach may be found in Ouspensky's  In 
Search of the Miraculous. For those famil iar 
w 1 th G urdj ief f ' s  thought the book is ful l  of 
i l lumi nating ins1ghts. · 

Apart from a small c ircle of devotees, 
many of whom knew him personal l y ,  Ouspen­
sky is  chief l y  remembered today as the 
formost interpre ter and exponent of the 
teach ings of G urdj ief f .  His In Search �f the 
Miraculous is st i l l  the best explanation of 
G urdj ief f ' s  system, more comprehensive than 
any volume to appear since, and

. 
clearer t�an 

G urdf ief f ' s  own voluminous w n ttngs whach 

were intended to provoke thought and action 
rather than provide an easy exposit ion of his  
system. 

A New Model of the Universe was 
w r i t ten in 1 9 1 4  (pub l ished i n  Eng l ish in 
1 930) j ust before Ouspensky met G urdj ief f ,  
and is a summat ion o f  h i s  own phi losophy. H is 
Tertium Organum pub l i shed in 1 9 1 2  tr ied to 
formulate a p icture of the universe based on a 
number of disparate concepts. Ch ief of 
these was Ouspensky ' s  concept of the fourth 
d i mension,  wh ich drew heav i l y  on Theosoph­
ical ideas ; his theory of the various levels of 
real i ty accessible to humans ; and perhaps his  
most i mpor tant contr ibut ion - a revival of  th

.
e 

Py thagorean idea of Eternal Recurrance. �has 
last concept is  in some ways the most ternfy­
lng of a l l  ideas concerning the human �ond i t­
ion. A l l  hu mans are condemned to rehve the 
same J i ves over and over aga i n ;  at death one 
experiences the ident ical b irth w h ich br?ught 
one into the wor ld ,  and the same hfe IS re­
peated until e tern ity.  

In A New Model of the Universe he ex ­
pands on these ideas and adds an exp�si t ion 
of subjects which were new and star t l i ng to 
h i s  readers at the t ime:  Esoteric&sm, Yoga, 
and the Tarot. 

To the m odern reader Ouspensky's  
thought i s  dated. The phys ics he knew pre­
dates the theor ies of relativ ity  and quan tum 
mechanics, h is  psychology predates modern 
dream research. In addi t ion his work is imbued 
w ith a cur ious melancholy typical of the inte l ­
lectual atmosphere o f  Tsarist Russia ; who b u t  
a Russian cou ld have w i t ten o n  "The Feel i ng 
of Ine v i tab i l i ty Connected w i th Sex" ? 

N everthe less, his  book is thought provok­
ing, and invaluab l e  in g i ving us an impres­
s ion of Ouspensky's  m ind before he came mto 
contact w i th G urdj ief f ' s  syste m .  

L ETH B R I DG E ,  T. C .  The Power of  the Pend­
ulum. Arkana, £ 3.50. 

To review obj ectively the work of 
a man who has been one of the formative 
influences on one ' s  l i f e  is an i mpossible under­
tak ing. Cons ider this to be a panegyric. 

L e thbridge is primar i l y an au thor of ideas 
and theor ies; one of that very se lect group 
whose ideas cannot be adequa tely su mmarised. 
H is books are a cornucopia of insights into a 
w ide range of parascience subjec ts, ranging 
from anc ient astronauts, a theory of how 
ghos ts are formed, the nature of t i me ,  
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G ROU P ,  Dav1d. The Ev idence for the Bermuda 
Triangle. Aquanan Press ( m  assoc 1 a t 10n 
W i th ASS AP),  1 984.  £ 2 .95 . 

Intended for the general reader who 
just wants to f ind out if there as 'any thmg 
in' the Ber muda Triangle, th1s book sum mar­
ISes several dozen of the more notab le Tn­
angle ' mystenes' .  L ake Larry K usche's book, 

and the discover aes he made on the h idden 
properties of matter using his dows ing abi l it ies 
w i th a pendulum. Each theory he proposed 
and tested is or iginal, each idea i s  somehow 
stamped w i th his unique personal ity.  

L ethbr idge d ied in 1 97 1 ,  having w r i t ten 
nine books. The Power of the Pendulum was 
his l ast book, edi ted posthumously by his w ife.  
l t  i s  in the nature of  a notebook, each chapter 
discussing one of his favourite themes, 
expand i ng what he had to say on the subjec t 
in h i s  previous books, and is a summat ion of 
al l  he had to say. Equal l y ,  it is a good sum­
mary for the new reader seek i ng an intro­
duction to L e thbr idge. Whether any of his 
theor aes are subsequently proved to be true 
i s  unimpor tant. This is a book to inspire 
though t  and expe r i men tation. 

WlLHEL M ,  R &chard. The Secret of the Golden 
Flower. Arkana, £ 3.95 

Secret of the Golden Flower i s  the 
prime tex t on a certain system of Chinese 
yoga avai l able i n  the West. In this edi tion 
W i lhel m's  1 929 translation is amp l i f i ed by Car l 
Jung ' s  commen tary, and other w r i t ings. 

To the non-ini t iate the book means 
nothang. 1t speaks earnestly  of se t ting currents 
in motion round the body by var ious med i t ­
ations.  Whether these be physiolog ical,  sp i r i t­
ual or I maginary is probabl y  only known to the 
prac t i t ioner .  J ung val iantly tries to equate the 
tex ts to Western psycholog ical concepts, and 
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wh1ch must b e  the yardst ick for al l  fu ture 
Tr aangle l i terature, Dav1d Group re-ex ammes 
the ind1 v1dual C i rcu mst ances of each case , 
and attempts an explanat aon m non-sensational 
ter ms. 

Af ter an mt roduct 1on wh 1ch puts the 
whole Tnang le legend mto the perspec t i ve 
of the many thousands of man t 1 me deaths 
and disappearances wh 1ch take place around 
the wor ld each year, two chapters look at 
selected d isappearances, and at accounts 
of a vanety of strange happen ings m the 
area by eye-w 1 tnesses w ho fortunately l 1 ved 
to tell the 1r  tales. 

The chap ter on theones and explanatiOns 
rev1ews the w 1de range of natural m 1 shaps 
and disasters that the area IS  prone to. 
The more bi zarre offer ings - At lantean Oea th 
Rays, t i me-reversals, and so forth - are 
g 1 ven the shor t shn f t  they deserve. 

The au thor 's  personal assessment,  how­
ever, ra1ses problems. Group appears to 
accept that there IS some as yet unknown 
f ac tor wh ach has been mstrumental m at 
l e a s t  some Tnang le d i sappearances. The 
problem as  that the rest of has book has 
j ust proved pretty conc lusively that this 

as always his thought is probably closer to the 
truth than any other in terpretat ion. To the 
non-pratit ioner this book m ust remain an 
enigma, g i ving some insight into the Ch inese 
m ind, but a t  the same t i m e  causing more con­
fusion than enl ightenment. 

The I Ch ing is the most w idely know 
system of d i vination to come out of the 
East, serving the same purpose as the tarot 
did in the West. L ike the tarot it works, giv ing 
the enquirer answers to problems which 
on the surface perplex him. How i t  works i s  a 
matter for debate, many holding there is some 
intr insic power in the book i tself ; more 
l ikely i s  the explanation that fol low i ng the 
procedure in the book st i mulates a par t 
of the intel lect not normal ly  used for problem 
sol ving, just as the tarot i s  used to st i mulate 
unused e motional f ac i l i ties. 

Part  of the process of gett ing answers 
f rom the I Ch ing i s  fol low ing the compl icated 
procedure and med i ta t ing on the complex com­
mentary. The Pocket I Ching seeks to make 
the I Ching more accessible by s i mp l i fy ing the 
i m agery and commentary original ly  translated 
by R ichard W i l he l m  in 1 924 

To one who is used to the very complete 
L egge translation and who del ights in the r ich­
ness and depth of meani ng in the or iginal,  this 
i s  in some ways a great innovation . H owever, 
the I Ching can take it. If the s i m p l i f ication 
introduces the system to a w ider audience the 
net gain w i l l  be worth the cost. 
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2 5  

i s  not the case ! The evadence presented �\ acl tae l  G oss I S  aware of the symbolic ���������������������� BOOK S ���������������������� 
shows that a l l  the repor ted di sappearances s igmf icance of the P H H ,  and analyses i t  scendants o f  N eander thal man, w ho w as 

. 
Cohen convincingly argues that the 1 897 

are capab le of rat iOnal ex plana ti on : those exper t l y  and au thon t a t i vely in his  stud y .  espec ially myst ical and left-handed and psychic aarshap a n d  modern U F O  s tories c a n  be e x -
wh ach a r e  n o r  a r e  largely t h e  older cases But also he has travelled the road in search and the sor t of person w ho would pass the plaaned as an amalgam of mi spercep tion, hoax 
w here ong a nal  documentat ion does not exast .  of the one or  two anginal H a tch-hiker w i tnes- Graham P h a l hps psi tests w i th f l y ing colours. and tall stor y ,  yet ad mits of a nagging doub t -

At the end of the book as a table of ses ; not fnends of f r iends, or second cousa ns Be warned : not a l l  pseudo-scaence is as trans- w hach exac t l y  echos my ow n feel ings af ter 
d a sappearances whach sum man ses 2 1 1 Tnang le of the man w ho came to mend has  aun t i e ' s  parent as v o n  Daniken 's.  P. R. c ompil ing INTCAT. P.R. 
ancadents. Of these on ly f i ve ( ' W l ld  Goose ' ,  washang-mach i ne ,  b u t  the man s i t t ing opposi te 
1 944 ; Super-Sabre, 1 960 : ' Crystal ' ,  1 96 8 :  tel l ang of how h e  m e t  t h e  Phantom, w i th 
Cessna 1 7 2, 1 96 9 :  Super Constel lat iOn 1 97 1 )  a l l  i t s  t i me-honoured a t t nbutes. E ven then, 
are coded ' M ystery - cannot be expla aned the ev 1dence is sl ight,  the stories uncorrobor-
by rat ional means ' .  It 1 s  anterest ing that a ted - how could they be o therw ise ? - the 
in all these cases the anginal references f anal l ink in the chain just that l i t tle b i t  
see m to be t h e  d 1 scred 1 ted and sensa t ional i st too elusive to p i n  dow n .  Bu t we know that 
works by Ber l i t z and W i ner ,  the two wn ters it  happened , we can be sure that one or 
w ho between them crea ted the Berm uda two peop le,  not many more, w i l l  put their 
Tr iangle legend . hands on their hear t and tel l  you : "I met 

I t  1s  a grea t shame that Davtd G roup the Phantom H a tch-hiker ! "  
had to end h a s  book b y  a t tempting t o  perpe t - but t h a t  s a i d ,  we s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  mystery ; 
uate the non-ex istent ' m ystery' of the Ber- af ter all, a thousand people w i l l  tell you 
muda Tnangle,  and that he could not go "I met an al ien" , and are we any closer 
w here has ow n ev1dence u l t a m ately leads to understanding what is happening ? I f  the 
- to an ou tnght dism tssal of the sensat ion- PHH is out there stalk ing the highways 
m o n ge r i ng ,  m a n i p u l a t i on , and downraght of the world,  is 1 1  symbol,  rea l i t y ,  i l lusion 
decep tion which has created t he Be rmuda or hoax ? M ichael G oss leads us caref ul ly  
Tr iang le. J. R. through the welter of in terpretation, and 

G OSS, M ichae l .  The Evidence for Phantom 
H itch-H iker s .  Aquarian P ress ( in assoc i ­
a tion w i th ASS AP), 1 984. £ 2.95. 

Once agai n ,  a dist anc t i ve theme see ms 
to have ar isen unbidden in the pages of 
this issue of Magonia. Art icles by Peter 
Rogerson and N igel W at son !.!_ � explore 
the theme of ' par ticipative folklore' - w here 
real,  f l esh and blood people ac tually experi ­
e n c e  some of t h e  trad i t ional themes o f  
f ol k l ore. Such themes - w i tchcra f t ,  leprech­
auns - lie on a thin d i v id ing l i ne between 
real experience and l i terary ar t i f ic e ;  and 
no theme more ,  perhaps, than the phantom 
h i tch-hiker . 

The P H H  (please excuse yet another 
paranormal acronym) has become al most 
a sy mbol of that type of encounter w h ich 
l ies j ust  beyond the real i ty of indiv idual 
exper ience ; students of con temporary folklore 
have used it a l m os t  as a sy mbol of their 
f ug i t i ve subj ec t matter.  U n t i l  now the only 
books which have looked ser iousl y at  the 
PH H legend have been those l ike Brunvand ' s  
The Vanishing Hitchhiker : American Urban 
Legends and their Meaning, w hich have looked 
on the stories as archetype, and sought 
a meaning to the accounts in terms of soc ial 
i magery.  They have seen the PHH perhaps 
as a symbol of the t ransience and roo t lessness 
of much of western soc iety.  Another tradit ion 
of w r i t ing has seen the H i tch-hiker simply 
as a ghost stor y ,  a good yarn to an thologise, 
w i thout too much concern as to where the 
even t may l ie i n  a spec trum of rea l i t y  and 
myth.  

br angs us ou t ,  n 1uch waser,  at  the other 
side. H e  w i l l  not p lease the sceptic,  who 
wants h i m  to say that al l  is just  a mass 
of rumour ; he w i l l  not p lease the eager -bel ie­
ver , w ho wants to hear that they are the 
ghosts of p ic turesquel y  s laughtered wand­
erers. But he w i l l  satisfy those w ho are 
g lad that a t  las t the P H H  has been brought 
f i r ml y  into the f ield of hu man exper ience, 
and can be studied as a paranor mal even t, 
but w ho is s t i l l  w i l l ing to accep t i ts meaning 
in terms of myth,  be lief  and arche type. 

This is  a f ine book, c losely argued - it 
repays careful reading - well w r i t ten , and , 
so far,  easi ly  the best t i t le in the Evidence 
Series, bar none . J.R. 

G OOC H ,  S tan. Creatures from Inner Space. 
R ider , 1 984. £ 8.95. 

Much of this book covers s imil ar ground 
to H i lary Evans's (review ed below I and appears 
to be reasonably sensible,  tak ing a psycho­
logical view of a var iety of ' paranor mal'  
experences, and c r i tical of evidence for sur­
v i va l .  H owever, one should beware of t aking 
a book at f ace value just because y ou agree 
w i th some of its argu mants. Perhaps one 
should be warned by his w i l l ingness to take 
F r ank De F e l i t t a ' s  claim that The Entity 
movie w as based on f ac t ,  and then quote from 
i t  as if i t  were a documentary record. By 
the end you begi n  to real ise that everything 
is being explained by the author ' s  belief - that 
the cerebellum is  the seat of t he unconscious, 
and his odd rac ial theor ies : i n  a prev ious 
book he argued that the Jews were the de-

COH EN , Daniel .  The Great Airship Mystery : 
a UFO of the 1 890's. Dodd & Meard , 
New York, 1 98 1 .  $9.95. 

Dame! Cohen is a sy mpathe t ac sceptac,  
and an thas f ar s t  ful l -length study of the aar­
ship phenomenon of the 1 890' s he takes 
a vaew of the subject not diss a m i lar from that 
of Magonia. 

Desp i te the popular trea tment,  the book 
deals w a th a l l  the most i mpor tant features 
of the ' w a ve ' ,  f rom the San F r anci sco saght­
ings to the Aurora 'crash ' .  The role of ear l y  
science f ic t aon, a n d  popular speculat aon about 
mystery anventors is high l igh ted. 

There were many tales of encounters 
with airshap occupants. One of the most 
interesting comes f ro m  the St. L ouas Globe­
Democrat of April  2 3rd , 1 897, w h ich repor ted 
that a S t .  Louas resident named J oseph Joslin 
was "walk ing along Sk inner Road a t  Forrest 
Park w hen he came upon an airshap". A short 
time l a ter a strange creature, "two legged but  
shor ter than the average m an" appeared, and 
hypnotised Joslin into fol lowmg at aboard the 
airship. H e  was held cap t i ve for three weeks, 
but because of the hypnotasm he was unable 
to r e me mber much of what happened, or how 
he was returned to ear th. Joslin was dismassed 
as an alcohol ic. 

Also inc luded are many c lassics, such 
as W .  G. Hopk ans and his nude ' Adam and E ve 
from Mars' ; J udge Love and the visi tors 
f rom the twelve lost t ribes of Israel a t  the 
North Pole ; the aarship a t  Farm ington, whose 
crew handed ou t temperance trac ts ; and 
the e ver-present hint of the com ing war 
with Spain. 

It is a pity that m popular books l ike 
thas i mportant areas do ge t obscured. For 
example there is l i t t l e  discussion of the 
pol i t ical and social background. The roie of 
trad i t ional folk l or ic themes is underplayed : for 
example some of the ' ob v iously r idiculous' 
airship report s  contain motifs from conte mpor­
ary tal l -tales, themsel ves descendants of 
a once much more ser ious folklore.  To assess 
such cases one w ould need to know the extent 
to w hich the small-town newspaper was the 
mediu m of a t ransfor mation from an oral to a 
l i terary story tel li ng.  

I t  is d i f f ic u l t  to resist  the obser vation 
that some of the apparen t l y  j ocular tales 
conceal a hidden moral - H a m i l ton' s  dep ict ion 
of an aii - American family  rendered "hideous" 
and betw i x t  angel and dev i l ,  in  the glare of 
the new m achine. 

OBE RG , J a mes. UFOs and Outer Space 
Mysteries : a sympathetic sceptics report. 
Donnang, Va. ,  1 983.  $6.95.  

This is by far the most hgh tweaght of 
the works of t he ' Scept1cal Three' of American 
ufology,  and is basical l y  a col lec t ion of 
essays w r i t ten for such prestigaous sc ien t i f ic 
journals as Omni, Saga's UFO Report ,  etc. 
Chapter 3, dea l mg w a th the varaety of folk­
tales surround i ng al leged U F Os seen by the 
crew of Apol lo 1 1 , and Chapter 9 deal ing 
w i th the Pe trozavodsk ' U FO' ( actual ly the 
l aunch of a spy-satel l a te) and the bizarre 
'explanations' drea m t  up by Soviet sc ient ists 
to hid the truth,  are of interes t ,  but much 
of the rest is p r e t ty pedestr a an stuff.  It is a 
sad commentary of current standards of 
educat ion that Oberg f e l t  it necessary to 
refute such nonsense as ' spaceship moon ' .  

The chap ter o n  ' Close Encounters' is 
r ather poor . As usua l ,  the K lass version of 
events i s  taken for granted, and easy targets 
chosen. Oberg m akes a good point w hen 
he ment ions tha t libel Jaws (notoriously 
f iercer i n  the UK than i n  the US) can keep 
many cases in the ' unexplained ' camp. On 
the other hand , they do not appear to deter 
Oberg overmuch, · and ufologists should beware 
of accept ing unver i f ied gossap abou t the 
p r i vate life ot UFO perc ipients as much as 
gossip about crashed spaceships and rad i o  
contact w i t h  al iens. P. R. 

HOARE, R odney.  A Piece of Cloth: the 
Turin Shroud investigated. Aquarian 
Press, £ 7 .95.  1 984.  

The main reason why the Tur a n  Shroud 
arouses such i n terest is,  of course, the behef 
of many that a t  as  the cloth in w h ich accord­
ing to the G ospels  ( Mat thew 2 7 : 59 ,  Mark 
1 5 : 1 6 ,  L uke 2 3 : 53 ,  J ohn 1 9 :  38-40) , the body 
of J esus was wrapped a f ter at had been taken 
f rom the cross and g a ven to J oseph of Ar a ma­
thea for burial . 

Some people maintaan tha t the marks 
on the cloth are faked and that they were 
pain ted on i t  some t i me in the four teenth 
cent ur y .  I n  the first par t of this book, H oare 
revaews the physacal e vidence and concludes, 
not onl y  that the marks were caused by 
the cloth being in contact with a m an who 
had been crucified, but  that the man was not 
dead but  merel y  unconsc ious. 

I n  the second part of the book he uses 
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these f i ndmgs to argue that the shroud was C OL E M AN ,  L or e n .  Mysterious America. 
indeed that of J esus, and proceeds to develop Faber & F aber, 1 983, £ 6.95. 
his  own interpretat ion of the G ospel accou�ts 

Af ter a diet of academica, Coleman ' s  o f  his crucif ix ion, entombment and resurrec tion 
introduction to A mer ican For teana made a Hoare's interpretation of the evidence 
welcome change. lt is a good straightforward of the cloth and the Gospel stor ies are cer t-
account of m ystery animals and related anom-ainly controver sial,  but any peice of wri �ing 
al ies, w i th l i t t le attemp t at crit ical analysis, on this subjec t cou ld hardly be otherw ise. 
but happily Jack ing the bludgeoning tone H owever, unl ike too many books on contro-
of much anomaly l i terature. versial top ics, this one is logical ly  constructed 

Coleman suggests that people J i ving in and soberly w r i t ten. J .H. 
trailer homes on the l i m i ts of cit ies expanding 

LE SH AN ,  Lawrence and M ARG EN AU, Henry. 
Einstein's Space and Van Gogh's Sky s 
Physical reality and beyond. H arvester 
P ress, 1 982. 

A cri tique of reduc t ionism in physics 
and hu man affairs. The authors trace the 
development of the idea of a single real ity  
governing all  domains of exper ience,

. 
to 

the eighteenth century idea of the rational 
cosmos created by the one rational G od ,  who 
made all th ings in the same way . This view, 
they bel ieve, is incorrec t : . dif ferent domains 
of experience inhab it  different ' real it ies' , 
which cannot be reduced, one to another. 
One consequence of this i s  that atte�pts 
to explain ' psychical' experiences in physical 
ter ms is seen as an error. 

While closely reasoned, and persuasive 
in parts, the authors u l t i mately fail to co�­
vince this reviewer. Cohen for example, m 
arguing that a man work ing

. 
in an of f ice, li�i�g 

w ith a loved w ife, praymg f or a child s 
heal th, etc. is inhabiting different real it ies, 
seems in error. The man is surely perceiving 
reality in different ways, yet however he 
perceives reality he must surely react to 
certain events in the same way. If in contemp­
l at ion of the beloved or distrac tion over the 
child he steps in f ront of a car the resu l t  is 
the same - at least to outside observers. 

A more useful exploration might be to 
suggest that most domains 

. 
of experience 

can be 'explained ' at several  different percep­
tions of real i t y ;  some of w hich are highly 
insightful ,  others of which are supremely 
uninterest ing (e.g. an 'explanation' of V an 
Gogh's art in terms of allergy to �heese * )  

A demanding and thought-provokmg book, 
and a good antidote to some of the pop 
physics-cum-parapsychology we get :  but very 
technical in parts. P. R. 

• But even this may not be universally true. lt Is 

possible to Imagine a situation In which lt could be 

shown that Van Gogh only produced his great art In 

periods of spiritual anguish which occurred after eating 

cheese. lt would have been supremely Important to 

Van Gogh to Inform him of this, so that he could make 

a free choice as to whether or not to carry on eating 

cheeee l 

into the countryside are the most prone to 
For tean experiences; and it is interesting to 
note that many societies view the ' w ilderness' 
i m mediately adjacent to set tlements as the 
home of all sor ts of ghosties and ghou l ies. 

In some cases, such as the ' Mattoon 
G asser' and the phantom clow ns w ho were 
reported all  across the S tates in the spr ing 
of 1 98 1  enticing young children into vans, 
the l ine between anomalous experience and 
urban folk lore is very thin indeed. G i ven that 
much tradit ional folk lore has an exper ient ial 
basis, there is no reason w hy contemporary 
folk lore should not have an exper ien!ial basis 
also. However, interpreting such experience 
in terms of ' paraphysical ent i ties' can easily 
lead to some pretty absurd conclusions. 

I t  is interesting to note that virtual l y  al l  
of A merica's mystery beasts can be found 
in Br i tain, w here explanations in terms of 
relict species, etc., seem very implausible. 
The true p leasure of F orteanism is  surely 
in the · w i l l ing suspension of d isbelief, and 
a receptiveness to a folk lore which speaks 
of the mystery of the world and the f ragil i ty 
of the human world of 'day l ight reason and 
common sense ' ,  w here l ife is ' scien t i f ic'  and 
del ineated by street lamps and TV sets. P. R. 

AL COC K, J ames E. Parapsychology, science 
or magic : a psychological perspective. 
Pergamon, 1 98 1 .  [Foundati ons and Phi los­
ophy of Sc ience and Technology senes] 

A scep tical cnt tque of parapsychology 
by a member of the Com m t t tee for the Scien­
t i f tc lnvesttgat ton of C l a t ms of the Para­
nor mal.  Af ter a hes t t tant star t in wh tch 
A lcock deals w t th the reasons for the bel ief 
m pst and spontaneous cases in a most m­
adequate mat ter - e mphas tsmg tr iv tal ex­
amples - the author comes mto h1s  own in 
d t scusston of the psychology of experience and 
judgement, and in a c n t ique of expenmental 
parapsychology.  

Alcock quotes cn t tcs of  pseudosctence: 
a. a subjectt vtst theory of know ledge , 

w i th aspects avat lable only to the mtt tated. 
b. modest formal background, w t th on ly 

rare tnvol vement in logtc and mathemat tcs; 
c.  fund of 'know ledge' contains untestab le 

or false hypotheses wh tch are in conf l tct w t th 
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trad i t ion of a monster emerged. a l arge body of know ledge; 
d.  methods are nei ther checkab le by 

al ternate methods nor justtf table m terms of 
wel l -conf tr med theones; 

e. there IS l t ttle borrowmg or overlap 
w t th netghbounng f telds of knowledge; 

f. no spec tf tc background of relat tve l y  
conf tr med theones; 

g.  unchangtng body of bel tefs; 
h. world v1ew adm t t t mg elus1ve l m mater­

tal en t l t tes. 

he argues w 1 th some cogency that para­
psychology f t ts  many tf not all these cn tena. 
He also pomts out that lack of rep l tcatton 
on demand, non-fals1f 1able ' theones',  no 
consensus as to w h 1ch phenomena are valtd, 
unpredtctable occurances, and no real theoret­
Ical progress m the last hundred years. 

Desp 1 te the cogency of these cr t t lc tsms, 
a number of features of Alcock's approach 
(and the general CSICOP approach) are of 
concern. As much as any 'antt-mater ial tst '  
they w 1sh to subject the unt verse to meta­
physical tests. The1r ·cr t t lques ex tend well  
beyond parapsychology, mto any mterpre tat1on 
of physics wh1ch they perce 1 ve as trrat 1onal 
( they clearly f md aspects of quantum phystcs 
and cosmology dtsturbmg), and the tone 
of moral crusader creeps m repeatedly.  

Part of  the scept ics d i lemma seems to 
come f rom betng unab le to distmgu1sh between 
anomalous exper ience and the interpretat ion 
put upon them .  In h 1 s  exasperation at the 
often absurd v iews of parapsychologists, the 
author too easi ly  dism isses anomalous expert­
ences, and of ten fal ls  into an old-fashioned 
k t nd of rat tona l t sm .  P.R. 

BIN NS, Ronald, w i t h  R .  J. Bel l .  The Loch 
Ness Mystery Solved, Open Books, 
Shepton Mallet,  1 983. £ 7.95 

Ronald Binns comes close to doing to 
N essie what Larry Kusche d id to the Ber muda 
Tri angle ! The legend of the Loch N ess 
Monster is  shown to contain many f ic tional 
elements. The ' h istory' of pre- 1 93 3  sightings 
turns out to consist of m isquotations or un­
t racable or f ic tious sources. Some of these 
deri ve f rom "an eccentric letter w h ich 
appeared in The Scotsman newspaper on 20th 
October 1 933, and which has been quoted ad 
nauseam ever since." 

The L och Ness Monster ' tradi t ion' has 
depicted the L och as an isolated w i lderness 
before the opening of the ' new ' road in 1 933. 
In fact i t  was a popular tourist resort in the 
last century,  and had been the scene of m i l i t ­
ary operations during t h e  ' 4 5  Rebe l l ion; the 
so-called new road was merely an improve­
ment of a route dating back to the e ighteenth 
century. In these years, desp ite being visi ted 
by a w ide cross-section of people of note, no 

Binns conv inc ingly shows how the L och 
N ess Monster was promoted by water-ba i l if f  
and n e w s paper str inger Alex Campbe l l .  
Campbel l ,  w ho w rote t h e  orig inal p iece 
on the monster has clai med many personal 
close encounters, and emerges as a f igure 
rather l ike Arthur Shuttlewood, as someone 
to whom the cur ious come on p i lgri mage. 

The photographic ev idence is  show to 
be, at best,  ambiguous. The famous ' surgeon' s  
photograph' appears less impressive when one 
real ises it was taken on April  l s t !  The 
Dinsdale f i l m  may we l l ,  indeed, have been a 
boat ,  the R ines pictures may be l i t t le more 
than drif twood. 

Binns e mphasises the role of expect­
ation and preconception in f leet ing eyew itness 
tes t i mony ,  and points out that scept ics 
such as M aur ice Bur ton can equal ly be 
made to look fool ish when they take such 
testi mony at face value and try to ' explain' 
every last detai l .  

B inns, l ike t h e  ' new sceptics' i n  
ufology, has emerged from the ranks o f  the 
investigators rather than professional debunk­
ers, and has reached simi lar conc lusions. 

H e  makes the follow ing very interesting 
comment a propos monster w i tnesses : " A  
' s ighting' i s  t o  them something almost ak in to 
a ' m iracle' , an occurence so rare that it is 
l ike ( to quote one w itness) ' the t i me of revel­
ation' - some thing w h ich exerts an of ten 
benign, strongly spi r itual inf luence over the 
observer. The effec t  has also been noted on 
those who have seen f l y ing saucers. Not for 
noth.ing is L och N ess a place of pilgri mage, 
and the Monster a creature whose very ex ist­
ence depends on the word of ' w itnesses ' . "  

Y e t  people w i l l  st i l l  see in t h e  gothic 
Loch of the W i l derness, ref lected on its 
m i r r o r - l ike surface, reflt"c t ions of real 
monsters - those which l ie in the depths of 
the human psyche. P . R .  

G RI M ,  Patrick (editor). Philosophy of Science 
and the Occult .  S tate U n i versity of 
N ew Y ork P ress, 1 982. £ 3 1 . 1 5  hardback. 

A selection of articles using parapsych-
o l o g y  and ' p seu do-science' to i l l us trate 
problems in the philosophy of sc ience, and the 
demarkation betw een sc 1ence and pseudo­
sc ience. Topics discussed include astrology, 
p a r apsychology, U FOs, anc ient astronauts · ·  
and mysticism. ' Bel ievers' and ' scept ics' 
get about equal t i me, and most argue in 
a fairly coherent manner.  A noted except ion 
is a b izarre defence of Er ich von Daniken - ; 

by one P asqual S. Sch ievel la. Hardly anyone 
is  l ikely to want to buy a copy, but worth 
the 2 5p. - £ 1 .00 it costs to reserve a copy 
at your local  l ibrary. P. R. 



EVANS, H i lary . V isions: Apparitions: Alien 
V isitors. Aquarian Press, 1 984.  £ 9.95. 

I 'm hard l y  going to have to introduce 
H i lary Evans to regular readers of Magonia 
or Common Ground. If he were older (or 
acted older !) he cou ld be the elder statesman 
of Brit ish ufology, but he's st i l l  too l i vely 
f or that,  and h i s  influence stretches fur ther, 
for his roots don ' t  l ie in ufology as you ' l l  
know if your read h i s  Intrusions. H is newest 
book is an elegant exposi tion of the range 
of his know ledge. It is the f inest and most 
comprehensive sur vey and analysis of the 
range of entity exper ience yet pub l ished 
in Eng l i sh. I ' l l  go further , its the best book 
in the paranormal research field since the 
c lassic works that arose f rom the col lected 
cases of the SP R in the earl y  part of this 
century.  

l t  is also a c l assic, in the mou ld of 
Myers's  Human Personality and its Survival 
of Bodily Death et al  but w r i t ten w i th the 
a d v a n t ag e s  of modern c o m m u n i c a t i ons, 
a vastly increased ran�e of sources, and 
one of the f inest p n vate col lect ions of 
books in the wor ld. Few w r i ters could have 
access to bet ter source mater ial . 

But it 's  what you do w i th source mater­
ial  that matters. What has been done here 
i s  that accounts of a cross-section of a l l  
types o f  e n t i t y  exper ience have been organ­
ised into "a f ield sur vey" in which peop le 
"seem to see a more-or -less hu man-l ike 
f igure which there are good reasons for 
believing is not as ' real ' as i t  seems to 
be" . Or to use the t i tle the author or i� inal ly 
chose, changed for some peculiar reason 
to that now used, a detai led study of ' The 
Ent i ty Enigma' , ex tending to 309 pages 
of small ish print,  plus a good b ibl iography/ref­
erences, and il lustrations. 

There have been pre vious such at­
tempts, not all by any means unsuccessfu l .  
The ones that spr inf. t o  m i nd most read i l y  
a r e  t h e  ' new ufology' paperbacks of the 
mid 1 970's  - The Unidentified, The Haunted 
Universe, UFOs, the Psychic Solution, e tc ;  
real l y  exc i t ing and h ighly inf luential i n  their 
t ime. They took a w ide range of apparent l y  
spontaneous - and mostly hu manoid - phenom­
ena and attemp ted to bu i ld up a cosmology 
f rom them ; the source material f rom wh ich 
they worked was in teres t i ng and or iginal,  
but the theor ies themsel ves hiwe most l y  
been debunked since - in several cases b y  
t h e  authors themsel ves. 

Perhaps the key to H 1 l ary 's success 
in dea l i ng w i th this most complex of a l l  
phenomena is  h i s  ready acceptance o f  what 
I now regard as the f irst real law of paranor­
mal research - there are no f acts. Or , to 
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"In the course of this  study I shal l  be c i t ing 
a great many case histories by way of exam­
ple. L et us face the fac t  here and now that 
vir tual ly  every one of these cases i s  purely 
anecdot a l ,  c o m p r i s i ng w i tness tes t i mony 
to an event for wh ich that testi mony comp­
r ises the only evidence. I t  is  not unlikely 
that one or more of these cases is in one 
way or another spur ious : I have reported 
them as they were repor ted by the percipient,  
but I wou ld not care to say of any s ingle 
case that i t  is  beyond question genu ine ." 

The book is w r i t ten on the p r i nc iple 
that,  ev idence of  del i berate fraud being 
uncommon, the ent i t y  exper ience is general ly 
real to the perc ipient,  in that a sequence 
of perce i ved events occur, and cannot be 
read ily avoided or ignored. That is a very 
d i f ferent approach f rom that of Val lee, 
Keel ,  Cl ark, H opk ins, R andles and so on 
where the exper iences are so recounted 
and f ramed that it  is unavoidable that in 
c l i max ing the book theor i es and explanat ion 
for probabl y  subjec t i ve exper iences have 
to be conjoured from nowhere, and al most 
alw ay s  spoil the careful narrat i ve and asses­
sment that predeeds the m .  

H is a classic in 
the mould of Myers' 

G i ven that no single case is beyond 
question, r i g 1 d  conc lusions must be - and 
are - avoided. More so than in the au thor ' s  
Evidence for UFOs where I f e e l  t h a t  pressure 
of space led to too dec i s i ve and apparent 
esposal of the ETH - one not repeated in 
this later book. l t  wou ld be diff icu ft to 
communica te the breadth of the content 
w i thou t repr int ing the contents page, so 
suff ice i t  to say all usual l ines of approach 
are there, and are complemented by asses­
ments of the doppe lganger , of 'companions 
and counsel lors' prov id ing surprise ways 
out of st icky si tuat ions, and coverage of 
'expenmental'  en t i t ies i nclud ing age-regres­
sion ,  prac tical magic,  seances, hal l uc i nogenic 
exper ience, and the creat ion of thoughtforms. 
And in f 1 rst place amongst these the import­
ant ev idence invol v i ng sleep and dream­
related exper ience, which this author has 
done much to bring to pub l i c  notice i n  recent 
years. He freely acknowl edges the influence 
of David H uf ford ' s  The Terror that Comes 
in the Night on both structure and content 
of this book , and his evidence conf irms 
the impor tance of the state of awareness 
and wakefulness in the or ig ins of many types 
of en t i ty exper ience . 

The 
theor ies 

au thor ' s  know ledge of 
and exp lanations appears 

Conti nued on p. 20 

poss ible 
to be 


