
MAGONIA 19 I May 1985 

Michael Goss 

The Maniac on the Platform 

Maurizio Verga &. Shirley Mclver 

Investigating the Researcher 

John Hamey 

Reincarnation and Personal Identity 

Willy Smith &. Roger Sandell 

Continuing the Rendlesham Debate 

Letters 11 Reviews 11 Columns 

75p 



MAGON IA 
Number 19, May 198.5 [MUFOB 68] 

Magonia is an independent journal  devoted to a 
broad examination of anomalous phenomena 
and their i nteract ion w 1th soc iety and the 
i nd iv idual.  It is publ ished independentl y  by the 
Editors, and has no connection w i th any other 
magazi ne or group. Views expressed by contnb­
utors are not necessari ly shared by the Ed1 tors. 

EDITOR: J OHN RIMMER 
Associate Editor: Kevin McCiure 

Editorial Panel: J ohn Harney 
Roger Sandel l ,  Robert Rankin 

Corresponding Editors: Peter Ro�ers�n 
N igel Watson. France: Thierry P t nv 1d1c 

Magonia is available by exchange w ith other 
publ ications, by subscription at the fol low t ng 
rates: United Kingdom: £ 2.50 for four 1ssues; 
United States, $5.00 for four i ssues ; Europe, 
£ 2.50 or eq ivalent at current exchange_ rates; 
Other Countries, £ 3.00. Overseas rates tnclude 
airmail  as appropriate. Cheques or money 
orders to be made payable to 'J ohn Rimmer ' .  

All correspondence, exchange magazines_ and 
subscriptions should be sent to the Edttor: 

JOHN RIMMER 
64 Alric Avenue, New Maiden, 

Surrey, KT3 4JW, U.K. 

A new name appears on our masthead this 
issue that of Robert Rankin, author of 
the 'best-selling 'Brentford Trilogy', three 
wonderfully funny books which will �al 
to every ufologist and fortean. (The Anttpope, 
The Brentford Triangle, and East of Eden are 
all available in Pan paperback from your 
local bookshop.) _ _ _ Besides presenting his own mdtvtdual outlook 
on the strange world around us, _ he will 
also be introducing us to the amazmg w�k 
of Hugo Rune, one of the twentieth centunes 
unknown sages! 

loader towards Boulogne docks
_ 

(a scheme 
to save petrol, c laimed the sceptical French). 

A disaster then? Wel l ,  no, because we 
_ got a lot of good lectures, ideas were exch­

anged, fr iendships made and re�ewed , and 
we talked, talked , talked, m French and 

Engl ish and hal t ing Frangla1s, and thoroughly 

enjoyed ourselves. _ 
But there is a verse, I am told, m N ostra­

damus, about a group of Engl ish men returnmg 

from a d1saster in  Boulogne. Explatn that 

one, scept ic Sandel l  � 
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EDITORIAL 
NOTES 

IT see med like the normal sor t  of thing 
when N igel Watson's car broke down taking 
your Edi tor to the 3rd Anglo-French UFO 
C o nf e r e nce at Hardelot, near Boulogne. 
Af ter al l ,  strugg l i ng to the f 1rst conference 
we woke up most of Alnc Avenue at  f 1 ve 
o'clock in the morning pushi ng his frozen 
vehicle up and down the road to start lt. 

It seemed a bit w orse w hen we m1ssed 
the ferry at Dover by f i ve m i nutes so crossed 
to Calais. This meant an ex tra twenty m1 les 
drive in the dark on the wrong side of the 
road - but that was N igel 's problem. I star ted 
to get rather worried w hen arr iv ing at the 
hotel we found H ilary Evans' car was total ly  
incapacitated by a major _ disaster _ of  the 
type which French mechanics descn�e w 1 th 
a particular type of shrug. More d1saste�s, 
i t  appeared, had befal len the F rench contm­
gent - a breakdown on the autoroute. 

Wel l  the hotel was OK. Or would have 
been if  

'
i t  hadn' t c losed down at  el�ven _ o'

_ c lock (this is France remember - no l icenstng 
hours here n and displayed alarming not ices 
about the doors being guarded w ith la�er 
beams after l ights-out. Attempts at getttng 
a drink af ter hours provoked the sort of 
argument which can adequately be dealt  
w ith only in  the French language (I  caught 
l ittle of it except the heartfel t  plea, "You 
disgrace the name of France before our 
Engl ish guests�). There was also a not1ce 
about not taki ng drink into your rooms. 
S ignif icant ly ,  unl ike the others, this was 
in Eng l ish only .  

Th is  Tour de  Faw l ty was guarded by 
a lady who appeared to be a close relative 
of one of those l i t t le  char mers who used 
to sit kni t t ing at  the guil lot tne ,  and took 
great pleasure in tel l ing most of us, at check­
out on Sunday, that no, our cred i t  cards 
wouldn' t do nicely .  Af ter a series of complex 
f i nanc ial  transact ions w hich probably  led 
to ster l ing's present f luc tuations on the 
f i nancial markets, an arrangement was struck 
w ith those w ho were farsighted enough 

_
to 

have a French bank account, and trustmg 
enough to accept the cheques of a crowd 
of stoney-broke ufolog1sts. . tJt- High-spot of the w e�kend was the s1ght 

' ' of Hi lary's car being dnven off on a low-
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I first met the London Underground Platform 
Maniac when riding on the Circle Line be­

Biaddriars and Embankment on 2.5 
February 198.5. Not in person, happily, but 
as a story told by the middle-aged lady 
opposite me to her friend. I wasn't meant 

to be included in this audience of one, of 
course, but something about her hushed 
tone advised me to make sure that I was, 
even if only as an eavesdropper. So my ears 
flapped long and hard enough to pick up 
the following • • •  

THE MANIAC 

TH E London U nderground harbours a veritable 
M aniac. N eedless to tel l ,  this Maniac - and 
the narrator used that very word, by the 
way - is or the def ini tely homicidal variety . 
He is f urther preseumed to be male and 
is not know to favour one U nderground station 
more than another. N o-one has seen him 
apparently ,  and yet oddly enough the narrator 
was able to reconstruct the ind ividual form 
taken by his homicidal mania in  rather convin­
c ing detail .  The Maniac lurks on crowded 
Tube platforms, tak i ng his stand j ust  behind 
the front ranks of obl ivious passengers who 
are waiting for the train. In f ront of him, 
very near the platform edge and indeed 
to near to recover herself  if  something made 
her loose her balance, is his chosen victim : 
a young woman. Then, as the train sweeps 
i nto the station, the Maniac g i ves her a 
short ,  abrupt but irresistibly-powerfu l  thrust 
in  the back. She topples forward and • • •  

To clar ify  the Maniac's MO, the narrator 
raised her palms at chest level and w ith 
grim ly-earnest expression mi med a sharp, 
mal itious push-away action. As she acted 
out his demented deed her f ace momentari ly  
borrowed the  f l i nty eyes and terrible rigidity  
of  your  t y p i c a l  screen-play psychopath.  
She was absolutely insistent that her f nend 

ON THE PLATFORM 

real ized that here was no accidental-inevit­
able k ind of nudge w hich the seasoned Tube 
travel ler learns to l ive w ith.  Up came her 
hands again, out they thrust in  action-replay , 
condemntng an I maginary v ic t im to unti mely 
death under an imaginary train. "This is 
del iberate!" she hissed. "He does is  deliber­
ately!" 

The Maniac, as her tale unfolded, was 
or is everything we have come to look for 
in a homicidal luna tic: secret ive ,  essential ly  
anonymous, i mpulsive in choice of victi m  
b u t  compuls ive in  execution. Above a l l  else, 
he is never caught ;  he remains a shadowy 
f igure who is subtle to the point of f iendish­
ness. For example, he times h1s push-from­
behind to coinc ide w i th the c l imact ic moment 
that the train surges out of the darkness 
of the tunnel and into the garish l ight of 
the station. The shove is disguised - goes 
unnoticed - in the anticipatory forward-jostle 
of the passengers as they see the train arriv­
ing at  last. Onl y  the pol ice know that _ it 
isn't just an accident, but one m a senes 

MICHAEL GOSS 
of ghast ly  murders by a k i l ler w ho can't 
be traced. How come we have not been 
warned of this elus1ve, faceless mass-murder­
er. The narrator explained that the pol ice 
had hushed up all details lest the publ ic ity 
i nspired a spate of 'copy-cat' murders. It 
was dreadful ,  she admit ted, but there were 
always unbalanced people around w ho'd do 
exact ly  the same thing if  they read about 
it in  the papers. She appealed to her audience 
- was it  not ind isputable that "when people 
hear about something l ike that, something 
goes in their minds ?" (s iC - or maybe e ven 
s ick) . 

The story,  let's recal l ,  w as being told 
as stone-cold fact and if  the l istener found 



i t a l ittle dubious she was too polite or 
too overawed to say so. The narrator herself  
al l-too-blatantly wanted it  to be taken that 
way : she alse wanted to e l icit an appropriate 
alarmed or disgusted reaction to her tale. 
And for myself • • •  

That a person has from ti me to time 
be�n thrus� into the path of an oncoming 
tram - accidental ly ,  at least - I could bel ieve. 
That somebody should 'encourage' someone 
else to take that trip - purposely ,  homicidal ly  

I cou ld just about concede to be possible. 
Mov1e h 1t-men are forever pushing folk under 
subway trai�s and it wouldn' t take an inspired 
mmd to ghmpse the possibi l ities should his 
or her victim cooperatively  place h im/hersel f  
in the position to make it  a l l  seem feasible. 
Again, there are some pretty strange charac­
ters to be found in our large cities these 
days and some of them use the U nderground. 

What str ikes me as neither bel ievable 
nor faintly possible is that a bona-fide maniac 
(or more than one of them ?) is prowl ing 
the LT U nderground stations and pushing 
passengers f rom platform to perdition on 
some k ind of regular basis. 

An ultra-sympathetic person, a conspiracy 
buff or supreme optomist might reply that 
the Maniac on the P latform is a bel ievable, 
l iteral sort of nightmare - the more so as 
he is never caught. Despite this, I prefer 
to think of him not in terms of prosaic N ews­
At-Ten fact, but as one of the latest modern 
myths. The Maniac is a canard, a whale 
tumour story, an urban legend. That is, 
he's folk lore or, s ince these incidents 
always seem to be conf ined to the purported 
experiences of that perennially-unavailable 
w itness known as the ' f r iend-of-a-fr iend ' ,  
we can borrow the coining 

-
of Fortean -Times' 

editor Paul S ie vek ing and call  h im foaf lore. 

Whether folklorists have already recorded 
the Maniac on the U nderground I don't know. 
The overheard conversation of 25th F ebruary 
was my own introduction to the motif, but 
I f ind it  impossible to think I was w itnessing 
any k ind of debut. The pol ish of the story 
argues against that and it is far more possible 
that we have here a variant on a theme 
which is common to any city w ith a long­
establ ished, wel l-developed subway system. 
N or can we el iminate the idea that it is 
a reworking of a 1 9th Century cautionary 
tale that may original ly have belonged to 
an overground rather than an U nderground 
setting. My point in bringing it forward 
here is that it  w as new to � that I'd l ike 
to know if anyone e lse has encountered 
h im or it and moreover that it appears to 
be part of a grow ing but sti l l  under-studied 
folklore of the London Tubeways. 

The essential characteristics of an urban 
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legend as analysed by Prof .  J an Harold Brun­
vand in his immensely popular The Vanishing 
Hitchhiker ( 1 983) were exemplif ied during 
the conversation going on across the car 
f rom me. The anecdotal account account 
was offered as something that had ' real ly  
happened ' .  N arrator and l istener tacitly  
agreed on that point; the latter made only 
a token effort to challenge the speaker's 
material (" Where ever did you hear al l  this ? " )  
and the speaker responded w ith token corrob­
oration ("I knew a man whose daughter • • •  " ) .  
The setting was apposite ( a  story o f  the 
London U nderground told on a London U nder­
ground train) and thence more immediate 
to tel ler and l istener. F inal ly ,  the horror­
factor was enhanced by the insanely haphaz­
ard way the Maniac fel l  on v ic tims quite 
at random. True enough, the story-l ine only 
provided for attacks on young (by inference, 
innocent) girls, but the impl ication was 
that nobody could consider him- or herself  
safe. The Maniac could be anyone. He could 
be standing behind you on the p latform right 
now. Yes, � m ight be his  nex t  victim! 

Then again, the Maniac is nevr caught. 
This adds to the sense of terror and inserts 
an element of doubt as to who he is and 
why he behaves as he does. The impenetrable 
a nony m i ty c r e a tes a narrative situation 
that is integral to stories of this type : for 
our en l ightenment concerning h im we're 
w hol ly dependent on the narrator having 
access to access to certain information. 
We can't simply pick up a newspaper and 
read all about it. And for the narrator to 
be able to supply this crucial ' inside' inf or m­
ation, the sorce must have some personal 
involvement in the action, albeit at a stage 
or so removed. He or she must be able to 
corroborate the tale by being the traditional 
fr iend of a fr iend. 

Imagine my del ight when, w ith a sl ight 
but noticable emphasis in her voice, the 
narrator announced that she "actual ly  knew" 
someone to whom it had happened - or rather, 
as she hasti ly  amended, her fr iend knew 
a man (a doctor) whose daughter had been 
k i l led by the Maniac. Aside from acting 
as a guarantee that the story is true - we're 
asked to accept that it is because the nar­
rator knows the main witness/source - th is 
reference to the Doctor 's  Daughter throws 
a fasc inating l ight on how an urban legend 
can assail  more than one basic emotion 
in its audience. 

This is not merely a horror story ,  but 
a pathetic tragedy. The girl was k i l led not 
long before she was due to be married -
a sub-motif relating this story to many ghost 
tales wh1ch use the same k md of emotive 
patternmg. Worse stil l ,  she d 1ed as the result  
of  a ternble wh1m - her whim or that of  

Fate's. She had not planned to leave her 
house at all that day and only d 1d so on 
some sudden nnpulse or luck governed tnck 
of the narrat1 ve. Had she not lef t her home 
she would not have placed herself m the 
hands of the Man1ac ... The narrator modestly 
d 1sclat med prec1se knowledge as to why 
the Doc tor ' s  Daughter had gone to catch 
the Tube - " I  forge t what 1 t  was, but she 
had no reason for gomg out • • •  " - except 
to state that 1t was a Terrtble B1t of L uck. 
The Bnde-To-Be ntot l f ts too corny (and 
too weep1e) to sattsfy the d 1scernmg cr 1 t 1c,  
but the Fatal U nneccessary J ourney IS a 
mce touch. 1t makes the encounter between 
V ICti m and k 1 1 ler take on dm1ens1ons of 
a �reek tragedy m wh1ch both seem b l md 
mstruments of a cruel ,  sardontc Destmy. !h 1s  I S  good for the 1 mpact of the story ,  
JUSt as  the  asserted personal relat10nsh 1p 
between narrator and relative of  the v 1ct 1m 
does wonders for  1 ts cred1b l l t ty-ratmg. 

The Mamac, we're led to bel ieve, 1s 
s t i l l  out there and "ready to do 1t agam". 
W ith a l l  due respect to the narrator though 
I don' t thmk we need to worry abou t h 1� 
too much. L 1ke the Hook - an escaped psycho 
so named for the appendage w 1 th wh1ch 
he slaughters v1ct1 ms m lovers' lanes - or 
the chuckl mg phone-cal ler who preys on 
the nerves of babyst tters, the Man1ac on 
the Platform IS one of several heavi ly-
macabre urban legends to have appeared 
over the last few decades. Insani ty IS always 
fr tghtenmg, especial ly  when 1t  IS holdmg 
a naked razor to our throat. 

As urban legends go, the Maniac is 
a somewhat superior invention. lt plays 
upon

. 
o f te n  unacknowledged fears (those 

centrmg upon i nsanity ,  subway travel ,  assault­
and-battery and also upon dark, claustrophobic 
situations general ly) ;  as we' ve just seen, 
lt also canvasses maudl in pathos as wel l  
as outrage by mak i ng the victims young 
and female. Best of a l l ,  it is impossible 
to deny the existence of the Maniac in  ration­
al ist, reductionist terms. We a11 know that 
there are such people as Yorkshire Rippers 
and Moors Murderers at large among us, 
masqueradmg as normal folk : psychopathic 
personal ities so 

. 
aberrant in  retrospect that 

they seem mythical. The U nderground Maniac 
may seem l ike a myth, too, observes our 
narrator, but that's inevitable - we have 
no sohd proof that he exists and never w i l l  
have. The pol ice are purposely  w ithholding 
1t for fear of pantc and imitation murders. 
Pomtless our asking the transport authorities 
1f he ex ists, as they'd deny it  as automatical l y  
a s  the doors shut o n  a tube train; they'd 
Issue those denials for the same reason as 
the pol ice. And of course, the Maniac is 
never caught - so once again he can' t prove 
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to us that he real ly  exists. In  this sense 
the rumour becomes perverse ly  bel ievable. 

One motive for my of fering these notes 
on the Maniac is the anticipation that fairly 
soon the press w i l l  break their si lence con­
cerning him. Atpresent we have here an 
urban legend wh ich is about to gain w ider 
currency and hence make the al l-critical 
transition from oral tradition to printed 
pseudo-fact, with a l l  that goes along w i th 
lt. 

The star of the story 1s,  on the other 
hand, less credible than the other U nderground 
bogeymen we are told to look out for -
the muggers, rampagmg soccer hooligans, 
bombsters, drugsters, molesters and all the 
other assorted w 1erdos. This need not mean 
that

. 
he doesn't owe very much to real l i fe;  

for  mstance he could be a rumour invoked 
to embroider the facts of real-hfe incidents 
where unfortunates fe l l  acc idental ly  or by 
self-destructive urge into the path of a 
train. Or perhaps the Maniac was born in 
some thril ler-writer's brain; a push under 
a Tube train IS a pretty standard way to 
remove a subordinate character from a script. 
But more interesting than w here he came 
from is what he may happen to mean. 

Attempts to read morals into urban 
legends are not always attended by convincing 
results;  frequently the ' message' is just 
too banal to account for the popularity and 
d 1stnbut1on of the story. Perhaps the Man1ac 
IS a exaggerated caution against standing 
too close to the edge of the p latform -
a

. 
message that L ondon Transport has been 

w mgmg our ":'ay for years. More pertment 
IS the suggestion that the Maniac personif ies 
the actual fear of being pushed beneath 
a 

.
subway train, a more imaginati ve dramatis­

ation than 
. 
the terror of fa l l ing onto the 

hve-ra1l  wh1ch haunted my chi ldhood trips 
to subways. Again, the use of the ' push 
from behind' way of rnurder mg v ictims m 
thn11ers may have popularised the motif. 

Without exerting too much effort, the 
U nderground has become the venue for a 
gamut of uncanny and b izarre ' true' stories 
which may be c lassed as an evolv ing folklore 
of the subways. These stories play on the 
fear that the U nderground is both a dangerous 
and mysterious realm - the more so because 
we

. 
take it for granted and think so super­

f lcla11y about what might be in it. There 
IS a dramatic paradox in the prosaic fact 
that 1t IS used by mi11ions of unsuspecting 
folk every day and yet can act as focus 
for fears-wishes-rumours that in its darkest 
corners lurk people or things w ho want to 
harm us. The · Maniac is about halfway on 
a scale of homicidal nightshapes that boasts 
ordmary muggers at one end and giant man­
eatmg rats at the other (the latter motif ,  



incidenta l ly ,  was used in a not-so-bril l iant 
episode of The New Avengers a few years 
back) . 

One prominent usually unvoiced subway 
neurosis is that having voluntari ly  gone down 
there we might never be able to come bacl< 
up again. The c laustrophobic fear of being 
inescapably  entombed in a Tube train 
something sensed by most people at one 
time or another, I fancy - lends itself  to 
a foaf lore mot i f  wh ich has appeared sporad­
ical ly  since the late 70's and most likely  
for a long time before that  date. The nar­
rative de tails al ter : the basic theme, in 
which a train fu l l  of passengers is sealed 
up del iberately  and forever in a tunne l ,  
stays consistent. There are always unavoidable 
c ir c u mstances which force the transport 
authorities to take this appal l ing decision; 
in each case the vict ims cannot be rescued 
and must be wal led up where they stand 
in order that some numerical ly  more horren­
dous disaster may be avoided. 

When I heard the tale, this 'excuse' 
was that an unexploded bomb had somehow 
landed on the track and - don't ask me how� 
- any rescue attempt would have brought 
the Thames f looding down with unspeakable 
w idespread loss of l ife. So natura l ly  they 
wal led 'em up al ive ... This was told to 
me by a fr iend w hile the train we were 
on was standing motionless in the inky dark 
stranded between stations on one of those 
unaccountable halts that they make whenever 
you're in a par ticular hurry,  feel il l or can't 
get a seat. I didn't appreciate hearing it, 
even if  I didn't be lieve it� 

It's quite a compact assumption that 
any oral ly-establ ished story is capable of 
graduating to the printed page from whence, 
reinforced by the credibi l ity that the printed 
word bestows on most things, it may become 
the source and authority for fur ther versions 
of the old story - many of the 'improved' 
by changes of location and by other revisions/ 
embellishments. I'd l ike to pred ict that 
the Platform Maniac is treading this path 
and that he is over halfway there by now. 
In other words, what I heard as a straigh­
forward oral yarn should soon occur in news­
papers, magazines and books ( the 'true-life  
crime' type,  mayhap) and w ith significant 
changes of detai l.  The factors which may 
work for or against this assumption are 
to compl icated to enter into here. But the 
Wal led-Up Train motif has already graduated, 
i t  w ould seem. 

Naturally enough, the ground-plan of 
mazel ike burrow ings that we call the London 
U nderground is known to few laypersons. 
This makes it  a l i t t le easier to believe that 
somewhere in the tw ists and turns of Ion�-
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disused tunnels - further blocked by fal l ing 
masonry or by a hastily-erected brick wal l  
- there stands an abandoned piece of rol l ing 
stock. On board is a grim cargo of asphix iated 
passengers which the narrator usual ly  des­
cribes with  ghoulish delight as skeletons 
inside ragged remains of crinol ines and frock-

T h i s ,  or some thing desperately l ike 
it, was the picture conjoured up by 1 9-year­
old Pamela Goodsel l  in 1 978  w hen she c la1med 
to have fal len upon, and l iteral ly  into, a 
hidden tunnel near the site of the old Crystal 
Palace station in  south London. (See the 
London Evening News for 29 September 
of that year). If any thing ever came out 
of this pecul iar story I wish someone could 
tel l  me about it ; at the same t1me Mtss 
Goodse l l 's report was waved aside by various 
organisations with professional or historical 
interests in the U nderground and it wasn't 
helped by her f ailure to trace the tunnel 
w hen she went back a second time. There 
are always problems when an urban legend 
threatens to come to l ife,  yet it seems 
safe to say that we'l l  be hearing more of 
this particular adventure in revamped 
for m, probably. And that doesn't sound an 
outrageous feat of prediction from w here 
I'm sitting. 

Famil iar as it may seem, then, the 
U nderground is the breeding-place of myths 
and nightmares. However of ten we use 1 t ,  
the  place retains a vaguely menacmg atmos­
phere which has nothing to do w 1 th the stale 
air : we don't know what IS wa1tmg down 
that dark burrow where the platform l ights 
end. This pub lic utility is a place we should 
not venture to be in. 

Fed by genuine tragic accidents 
. 

and 
more especial ly  by the occasional su 1c 1de 
- an ac t in itself so alien, so abhorrently 
inexp l icable to us that we begin to ask whet­
her the victin really jumped or was pushed 
- the U nderground becomes a theatre for 
ghosts, gob l ins, maniacs and other naghtmares. 
And now that I've reached the end of th1s 

Continued on page 22 

I 
i 
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ln UFO and paranormal research, more than any other f1eld of study, the r�le of the 
tnvesttgator ts cructal. Here Maunz1o Verga looks at what it means 

to be an tnvesttgator; and Sh 1r ley Mclver asks what ufology needs to be a sctence. 

PORTRAIT 
OF A RESEARCHER 

c "' .D :J I 

>­.D 
c 0 

·� 
� 

MAURIZIO VERGA 
THE unknown produces an irresistable call 
which few people escape; it  gives rise to 
a mixture of glamour and fear that - beyond 
i ts psychological origins - acts as an 'escape 
valve• from reality. 

The anxieties and dramas of everyday 
l ife vanish when one involves oneself with 
something beyond 'everyday reality•: the 
search for mystery allows one to escape 
completely to a new dimension where one 
moves in the role of protagonist. Holding 
such a role is very stimulating, it represents 
an effective means of revaluing oneself, 
and feeling somehow superior to others. 
In fact the student feels to be the potential 
discoverer and teacher of the solution of 
the mystery 

The kind of mystery we are dealing 
with always concerns questions which are 
able radically to change our present cul ture 
and knowledge. In itself this would justify 
the 'importance• students of such mysteries 
ascribe to themselves. 

The passion for mystery can becomes 
a nearly  indispensable 'drug'. One sometimes 
notes in such students situations comparable 
with  unwholesome states of attachment 
and identification w ith the subject,  sometimes 
assuming typicall y  fideistic features. lt is 
obvious that the chief an of these 'pioneers 
of the unknown• should be the solution of 
the mystery, and secondl y  the diffusion 
of that solution. But the researchers them­
selves don't want the solution of mystery 



at al l ,  because this would invol ve the end 
of their own self-image, their il lusions and 
their personal drug. So one is confronted 
with the contradictory co-existence of the 
(il lusive?) attempt to explain the mystery, 
and the strong wish that it remain such. 

It's obvious that when the show ends, 
the amusement ends too. This is a real danger 
which has always conditioned anomaly stud­
ents' thoughts and activities, directing them 
to particular choices and attitudes in the 
development of their thought. 

Attempts at explanation of the major 
myste r ies  have suffered greatly through 
such an ambiguous situation, such attempts 
always remaining at a vague and contradictory 
level. 

Anomaly students suffer from the neces­
sity of making others believe w hat they 
already accept as f act. They do not content 
themselves with probing the problem without 
concern for the layman (i.e., mass media 
and the technical/scientific 'establ ishment'); 
rather they strive to aquaint the 'external 
wor ld' w ith their beliefs, squandering most 
of their available energies. If this 'external 
wor ld' did accept and recognise the validity 
of theirarguments, and therefore the exist­
ence of the phenomena under study, such 
researchers would rise to the rank of ' science 
pioneer'. 

The continuing attempt to convince 
the 'others' of the existence of the problem 
(in the case of the 'UFO mystery this largely 
takes the for m of  the search for physical 
evidence) essential ly represents the search 
for a personal revenge against the denigrators 
- the il l-famed sceptics. 

This attitude in understandable, within 
limits, but in some people in develops a 
pathological form; others assume such an 
attitude passively,  without becomeing aware 
of it. Notwithstanding this, many students 
consider the rearch for the decisive proof 
and the persuasion of the public to be a 
real mission, moved and justified by their 
own bel ief in the phenomenon. They consider 
themselves the bearers of a truth, usual ly 
masked under technological motifs, that 
has to be propagated and accepted. The 
sole method of achieving such a goal is 
than imposed by the prevail ing culture -
w h ich general ly means 'material proof', 
an argument which is a thorn in the side 
of ufologists, in particular. 

Material Limits. We have looked at major 
psychological characteristics of those persons 
studying mysterious matters as an object 
of enquiry. But there are also some material 
aspects we could cal l 'logistical' ones : unpre­
paredness about fundamental scientific doct­
rines; lack of means; impossibilty of ful l-time 
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and professional researches and planning 
incapacity. These problems condition, indeed 
identify ,  the students of the f ield. It is opport­
une to say a few words on this subject 

Technical/Scientific Unpreparedness. 
Although many people are involved in research 
in these subjects, only a very few are persons 
carrying out activities directly linked with 
disciplines useful for a cognitive approach 
to the problem. Others attempt autonomous 
understanding of the subjects, striving to 
deal with their own 'researches' in the light 
of their own study. Inevitably,  there reseults 
are devalued by their preparation, which 
is fragmentary. Additional ly,  some students 
w il l  devote themselves to mysterious phenom­
ena trusting only to their original knowledge 
and education: nearly  always this is inadequat­
e, and so useless for any serious cognitive 
approach. 

A direct consequence of this lack of 
will and capacity to develope a rational 
research system can be noted in the emphasis 
(very noticable in ufology) on outward appear­
ances of the subject. Another effect of 
this lack of preparation is the continuous 
reductionist effort [* ]. For example, ufologists 
wil l  collect reports relating the observation 
of phenomena with similar characteristics 
for the purpose of extol l ing a bel ief which 
consigns all  UFOs as having a common origin. 
More generally ,  researchers will  draw conclu­
sions f rom a specific group of events (entity 
reports, for example) which are extrapolated 
to the complexities of the whole phenomenon. 

In such a way one makes the problem 
considerably easier, so rendering it more 
accesible; but besides the reductionist effort, 
there is also the attempt at circumscribing 
the peculiarities of its manifestations for 
the sake of making it more ' rationail' and 
consequently more accepatble. 

Lack of Means: Impossibility of full-time 
researches. 

As anomaly research does not have professional 
characteristics, there are inherent faults in 
both organising the enquiry and data collation. 
For nearly al l  UFO, anomaly and paranormal 
researchers the study of mystery is only a 
hobby ,  to which is devoted the (restricted) 
available spare time. Resources are so l imited 
that they do not reach essential objectives 
which need conspicuous economic efforts, 
over and above regular intense study in 
terms of time. The co-operation of several 
isolated individuals in a association would 
lead to a remarkable increase in the available 
means. But things proceed in a different 
way, tending to maintain the dispersion of the 
few available forces: this is both because 

such groups are inchned to make use of their 
resources in useless activ i ties (propaganda, 
conferences, var ied trinkets), and to limi ted 
numbers of supporters, as many people prefer 
to remain independent to preser ve their own 
individuality. 

Of ten the f ananc tal anvestment of the 
tndt v tdual research may be constderable. 
Uf ten the student neglec ts other k tnds of 
dtverston or occupat ton to concentrate on 
the purchase of matertals or at tendtng meet­
tngs. It  ts  a passton that of ten assumes the 
features of a drug: In order to establ ish 
the f tgure of the competent professtonal 
researcher an this spec tf tc f teld, adequate 
fundang, apart from any other constderattOns 
( a t  ts enough here to ment ton the quest aon 
of the choice of the rtght person, or their 
trainang), would be needed. This ts unimagan­
able in most aspects of anomaly research. 

Organasing and Planning Incapacity . 

There are two baste elements, connectang 
with the two prevtously ment aoned points, 
whtch contrtbute to th ts negattve fac tor. 
The f trst one can be found tn the lack of 
prepared spectal tsed enqu trers who would 
be capable of managing a programme of 
researches. 

Secondly, there as a cer taan spt r i t  of 
strong independence, couple w i th an unwi l l ing­
ness for col laboratton, among those who 
represent the focal point of this work -
a n  par t tcu lar ,  ufologtsts. General ly they 
l ike to operate alone, w ashing to gather 
all passable results and benefits of their 
own act tv t t ies around themsel ves. Too of ten 
the advantage of beang part of a well-known 
organisation is Irresistible: many students 
('fans' rntght be a better word) joan it for 
the status that membershtp is thought to 
bestow. In real ity this as  an i l lus ton, as such 
' fans' keep intact all their andiv tdualistic 
charactertst ics. Such researchers are st i l l  
reluctant to co-operate with others, for 
fear  of supp lymg 'precious' information 
to them - the possession of such 'valuable' 
data as seen as a method of assumang further 
status. 

Some Considerations on Ufo1ogists and Re­
search Groups: 

When the problem of 'f ly ing saucers came 
on the scene in 1947, there arose, al most 
immediately,  the f arst ' ufologasts'.  The inter­
est tn  such a matter was remarkable, owt ng 
to the strong emot ional state a t  provoked. 
Hundreds of amateurs began to col lect infor m­
ation and news on the subjec t. There was 
a c lear cut d av asaon between those who thou­
ght such sagh t angs real ly unexplatnable, and 
those who instead presented adent tf t eat  ions 
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a n  conventaonal terms. The former put forward 
var aous interpretataons, fol low ing mystical 
or occult themes, that w ith the passang 
of tame and tncreasmg number of saght ings, 
assumed a more and more fantast tc tone. 

The conv t c t ton that the remarkable 
mass of cases hts son.ethang real ,  and the 
development of conjectures that promased 
an 'explanation' of the UFO phenomenon; 
as well  as the partacular psychologtcal and 
cul tural condt t tons of that period, contrtbuted 
to the ancrease and d affuston of anterest 
an the phenomenon. 

Stnce then mnumerable people throughout 
the wor ld have become students (or, again, 
'fans') of ufology, even though those who 
have dascussed and dealt  w tth the problem 
on a ser tous and object a ve level are probably 
only measured tn  a few hundreds. An anolag­
ous pattern can be developed for the clubs 
and groups whtch have arisen pract tcal ly  
everywhere. Thts act iv i ty  has led ,  for  many 
people, into the grow th of the 'ufologast', 
who for many people has a prec ase placing 
in socaety,  holdtng a certatn status as a 
functaon of hts  work. 

In the second part of this article Maurizio 
Verga will look in more detail at the figure 
of the independent researcher, and the UFO 
group. 

A SCIENCE OF 

UFOLOGY 

SHIRLEY MciVER 

IN 1979 James Oberg won the New Scientist/ 
Cutty Sark Whisky pr ize for the best research 
on UFOs w i th an essay ent i t led The Failure 
of the 'Science' of Ufology. He argued that 
ufology "refuses to play by the rules of 
scienti f ic thought". Here I want to present 
the v1ew that the main problem in ufology 
ts not a failure to fol low cer tain logical 
and methodological procedures of the kind 
out l ined by philosophers of science, but 
the fac t  that i t  has a social basis in popular 
cul ture, rather than the e l ite cul ture of 
science. 

_ From this basic problem of its position 
t n  popular culture, a number of factors 
fol low which inf luence i ts attempts to become 
scientif ic. 



1. Resources. 

First ly,  there is limited f inance avai lable, 
this be ing conf ined to the funds of ufologists 
themselves, instead of government or instit­
ut ional budgets. A situation which severely 
circumscribes the type of research which 
can be carried out. 

Secondly,  the lack of funds means that 
ufologists have to pursue their research 
in the spare t ime they have lef t af ter earning 
a l iving. This means that ufology is affected 
by the demands of work and family l ife 
which l imit  the amount of t ime which can 
be spent on research. 

Socfologbt Shfrley Mclver recently 
concluded a major 3tudy of the 

member3hfp of UFO grot.q>3 fn Brftafn 

2. Recruitment. 

There is no clearly defined role for ufologists: 
some see themselves as scientists, but others 
see their role as closer to that of the social 
worker, providing help for those disturbed 
by UFO experiences, and yet others model 
themselves on the pol ice invest igator or 
detect ive. Also there is no uniform training 
procedure ;  there are no standards to which 
ufologists must conform (although ethical 
guidel ines and training programmes are emerg­
ing) . There is not even a clearly def ined 
body of ufological l i terature for people to 
be social ised into: the boundaries of ufology 
are not at all clear. 

The resul t  is that ufologists view the 
subject in w idely d iffering ways : some treat 
it as a hobby, others as an entertainment,  
or as a form of rel igion, as well  as those 
who w ish to study it scientif ical ly .  

In any case, most ufologists have had 
l i tt le scientific training and so they are 
not aware of the covert practices of science. 
That is, tacit know ledge, sut as how to pres­
ent research, set arguments in contex t, 
show a knowledge of respected references, 
etc. 
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3. Knowledge. 

There is no coherent body of knowledge 
in  ufology : information is drawn from a 
wide variety of areas. This is part ly due 
to overlap w i th the ' cu l t ic milieu' - that 
area of popular cul ture concerned w ith meta­
physics, the occult ,  new religions, the unex­
plained, etc. This mi l ieu has grown consider­
ably since the m id-1 960's and has wel l  devel­
oped social networks making i t  very easy 
for ufologists to come into contact w i th 
such subjects as astrology, ley-l ines and 
occul tism, once they begin research. 

Not only that ,  but there is the social 
movement which has grown up around UFOs 
and which appears to be fundamental ly suspic­
ious of science. The original l i terature on 
UFOs was concerned w ith the fai lure of 
science to invest igate UFOs in an adequate 
manner. The l ink between science and the 
govern m e n t  ( i n  the USA predominantly) 
in a conspiracy to conceal informat ion about 
UFOs, and general d istrust of government 
and science fol lowing the use of atomic 
weapons at the end of World War 1 1 .  The 
suspicion of science which l ies at the heart 
of the UFO social movement is l ikely  to 
hinder those attempting to develop scient if ic  
research on UFOs. 

4. Information Distribution. 

Ufologists have l i t t le control over their 
i mage in the Press, so that UFO reports 
are frequently treated as 'human interest 
stories' rather than hard news. Also there 
are no clearly def ined spokespersons for 
the subject which means that fringe people 
get access to the media and are portrayed 
as representative of ufology. 

In addi t ion, ufologists have l i t t le access 
to scient if ic  journals. This is partly due 
to the exclusiveness of science which, in  
order to maintain i ts own boundary, associates 
rejected subjects w i th magic and occult ism, 
and defines them as 'pseudo science' .  

I t  follows from the preceding points 
that if ufology wishes to become more scien­
tif ic, it must : 

a. De ta t ch i t se l f  completely from the 
social movement that has grown up around 
UFOs, and keep itself  separate from the 
'cul t ic  mi l ieu' .  
b. Obtain some control over the way the 
subject is portrayed in the Press, establishing 
clearly defined media spokespersons. 

c. Gain access to scientific journa ls by 
connecting UFOs to ex isting problems tn 
the various areas of sctence and through 
the recru itment of scien tists. 

Continued on page 1 4  

1 1  

JOHN HARNEY 

MOST people know what reincarnat ion is. 
That is,  most people would say that the 
statement that we l ive a succession of l i ves 
in dif ferent bodies is e i ther true or false. 
For it to be true or false i t  must be meaning­
ful .  But w i l l  this apparent meaningfulness 
stand up to attempts to analyse i t .  

Apparent memories of past  l ives are usually 
obtained by means of the procedure known 
as hypnotic regression. Subjects are asked 
to recall earl ier and earlier experiences 
unt i l ,  f inal ly,  they are asked to recal l  events 
w hich happened before they were born. 
This sometimes produces seeming memories 
of past incarnations. 

Sceptical scientists crit icize such reports 
by say ing that the subjects have invented 
such stories out of a natural desire to please 
the hypnotist.  If the story of a past l i fe 
seems to be accurate, then i t  is said the 
subject must have obtained the details, 
either consciously or subconsciously,  f rom 
books, documents or other histoncal material .  

But let us suppose that the subject ' s  
account of  experiences in a past l i fe i s  
demonstrated to be very accurate and that 
i t  throws new l ight on certain historical 
quest ions. Let us further suppose that i t  
is  demonstrated that the subject could not 
have obtained the historical facts by any 
normal means. Does this, then, prove that 
the subject is the same person as the histor­
ical person whose experiences have been 
recal led ? 

Here we are faced w i th the problem 
of personal identity.  Now the usual criterion 
for personal identity is bodi ly  iden t ity , so 
that P2 at a t ime t2 is the same person 
as P 1 at an earl ier t ime t l ,  if and only  
is P 2  has the  same body as  P 1 .  However, 
we also have the cri terion -of psychological 
continu i ty ,  as favoured by J ohn Locke, whose 
version of the psychological theory has been 
summarised by Richard Sw inburne as fol lows:  

According to Locke, memory alone (or 'con­
sciousness', as he often calls it) constitutes 
personal identity. Loosely - P 2 at t2 is the 
same person as P 1 at an earlier time t1, 
if and only if P2 remembers having done 
and experienced wrious things, where these 
things were in fact done and experienced 
by p 1. [1] 

L o cke actu a l ly d istinguished between 
these two kinds of identity - physical and 
psy chological - by d i s t ingu i sh ing between 
a 'man' and a 'person' ,  as in the fol low ing 
passage: 

But yet the soul alone, in the change of 
bodies, would scarce, to anyone but to him 
that makes the soul the man, be enought 
to make the same man. For should the soul 
of a prince, carrying with it the consciousness 
of the prince's last life, enter and inform 
the body of a cobbler as soon as deserted 
by his own soul, everyone sees he would 
be the same person with the prince, account­
able only for the princes actions; but who 



would say it was the same man? 1'he body 
too goes to the making of the man and would, 
I guess, to everybody, determine the man 
in this case, wherein the soul, with all its 
princely thoughts about it, would not make 
another man: but he would be the same 
cobbler to everyone besides himself. [2] 

ln the case of remcarna twn our crt tenon 
1s not bodi ly 1dent t ty  but psychological cont in­
uity.  This means that P2 should be able 
to remember the ac t1ons and experiences 
of P 1 .  Cases in wh1ch th1s seems to happen 
are revealed by hypnotic regression. However, 
i t  is possible to have false memories. Qui te 
apar t from reincarnation, cases in wh1ch 
people seem to remember events which 
demonstrably never occurred are quite com­
mon, for example when wi tnesses in a court­
room disagree w ith one another. In some 
cases they are purjur ing themselves, but 
usual ly  their memories of the events they 
are try tng to recal l  are false or hopelessly 
distorted. In such cases though, we do not 
usually suppose that these w itnesses are 
not the same persons at those who were 
present at the events in quest ion, because 
we have evidence of bodi ly identity.  For 
example, 1f pol ice were satisf ied that I 
was not physical ly present when a certain 
cr ime was commi tted they would certainly 
not call me as a w itness. Thus in all practical, 
everyday c ircumstances we equate personal 
ident ity  w i th bodt ly identity.  

However most of us would agree that 
there are two aspects to personal identity ,  
depending on whether 1 t  is  the identity of 
oneself  or that of others which is in question. 
For example when considering the concept 
of reincarnation most people would be incl ined 
to say : "One day I shal l  die and eventually 
I e ither shal l  or shal l  not be reincarnated, 
and if  I am reincarnated I e 1ther shall or 
shall not remember my previous ex istence11• 
So it seems that memory is not an absolutely 
essential factor when i t  is a question of 
whether I have been or shall  be reincarnated, 
but it 1 s  essential in the case of some other 
person. 

Let me try to clartfy th1s apparent 
difference between the ident i ty  of one's  
self  and other sel ves. The feel ing that  most 
of us have is that there is something 'special ' 
about one's  own ident ity,  even though we 
try not to be sel f-centred and are careful 
not to fal l  tnto a sol ipsistic state of mind. 
Suppose, for instance, that a person who 
has met me some t ime ago meets me again 
and recognises me by noting that my physical 
appearance, manner of speaking and character 
are pretty  much the same as he remembers 
them from our last meeting. He thus recog­
nises me as being the same as the one he 
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met on a cer tatn previous occasion. Th1s 
IS all  very well, but most of us feel that 
there must be some fur ther fact ,  transcendtng 
these common-sense crtteria, wh1ch IS essent­
ial to our continuity as conscious individuals. 
As Derek Parf 1 t  says, some people " . . .  bel ieve 
that the nature of their own 1dent 1 ty through 
time 1s, somehow, such as to guarantee 
that •. • quest ions about their ident i ty must 
have answers. Th1s  behef might be expressed 
as fol low s :  ' Whatever happens between now 
and any future t ime, e 1ther I shal l  st i l l  ex1st,  
or I shal l not. Any future experience wi l l  
ei ther be  ..!!!Y experience or  1 t  w i l l  not ' "· 
[3] 

So here we have the problem that i f  
I am a person P 1 at  a t 1me T 1 and if  at 
a later t ime T2 there is a person P 2  who, 
in the j udgement of expert invest igators 
and rel iable w itnesses, satisfies all the usual 
cr iteria for being the same person as P 1 ,  
then I m ight or might not real ly be that 
person. N ow this is a very dif f icul t idea 
to grasp, even if it seemed fairly obvious 
before we started thinking about it, but 
the problem can be h ighl ighted at the expense 
of introducing a compl ication into our not 1on 
that a person P 1 might be reincarnated 
as a person P2 who is real ly  the same person 
as P 1 .  

Let u s  imagtne that m vest igators have 
satisfied themsel ves that there are good 
grounds for believing that P2 is a reincarnat­
ion of P 1 .  Let us further i magine that i t  
is then discovered that a n  entirely independ­
ent ser ies of hypnotic sessions has establ ished 
that a third person, P 3, has an equally good 
claim to be a reincarnation of P 1. What 
could we say about such a situat ion ? There 
would appear to be four possibil i ties.: 

1. nei ther P2 nor P 3  are reincarnations 
of P 1 .  

2. P 2  i s  a reincarnation o f  P 1 .  
3. P 3 i s  a reincarnation o f  P 1 .  
If. P 2  and P 3  are reincarnations o f  P 1. 

If we accepted opt iOn 2. before P3 came 
tnto the picture, we wi l l  have trouble m 
f indmg a good reason for now gomg for 
option 1. If we st 1 l l  accept op t ion 2., or 
if we change our mtnds and go for op t 1on 
3., then we must state our reasons for decld­
ang between these apparently conf I ictmg 
cla1ms tn such a way that our choice w 1 l l  
not seem t o  b e  ent1rely arb itrary. I t  m 1ght 
seem a good idea then to go for option If. 
We can say that both P 2  and P 3  remember 
a prev1ous life as P 1 and that the available 
evidence supports the1r  claims ( thus fu l f i l l ing 
John Locke's cnteraa for identity of 'per­
sons') .  Thus 1 t  I S  reasonable to assume that 
P 2 1s  the same person as P 1, and P 3 IS the 
same person an P l ,  although we have to 

Continued on page 14 
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No. 23 ntE GRYPHON 

Throughout history the gryphon has been 
a symbol evocative of power and majesty. 
As an emblem it is employed by nearly 200 
companies in the UK alone, from the Midland 
Bank to Fuller's Brewery. Jung once stated 
that "it is a subconscious symbol of such 
encompassment that it is unlikely to be 
the product of mere myth; we are dealing 
with something born from folk memory." 

Although a seemingly impossible hybrid 
of eagle and l ion, there now appears l i ttle 
doubt �hat the gryphon is a Jiving real ity.  
Up un�tl

_ 
a few months ago zoologists would 

have r tdtculed the possibil ity of such a chim­
e�a, but the recent spate of sightings coupled 
w1th the gryphon skeleton currently on ex­
hibit ,  seems to have added the f lesh of real i ty 
to the bones of myth. 

"I went along suspecting hoax", stated 
Attenborough "but came away convinced. 
This discovery has set the zoological world 
upon i ts heels." 

Reports of gryphons crop up w ith start­
l ing regularity throughout the pages of hist­
ory. Dr. J ohnson records one he saw at Brent­
ford' s  Bull  Fayre : 

" ••• it was somewhat smaller than I had 
expected, but the proprietor assured me 
that it was 'yet young'... it had the body 
of a lion cub and the neck, head and forelegs 
of an eagle . . .  curiously formed wings issued 
from its shoulders." 

J ohnson was in no doubt that the besat Jived 
"and was not the product of the gypsies' 
craf t". No further mention of is made of 
the gryphon in his writings, and one is left 
to wonder what became of it . 

Possibly it was the same l ive specimen 
my father saw at Olympia before the war . 
He was informed that it was several hundred 
years old and was shown old show man's 
posters as proof . 

From the substantial body of information 
I have on my own f iles alone, I am inclined 
to place the Brentford Gryphon alongside 
the Yeti and the Loch Ness Monster 'as 
yet unsolved' . 

The local sightings have been too w idely 
reported to require further mention here, 
and I have no cause to doubt the testimony 
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of the w itnesses I have interviewed. Having 
been scrupulous in discopunting sightings 
which might be misinterpretations of natural 
phenomena, we are still lef t w i th statements 
such as "unlike any l iv ing creature I have 
seen •. . ", "rising f rom the Thames on out­
spread w ings . •• ",  " the f ront half looked 
l ike an eagle, I saw a long tail and claws 
like a cat." 

L on don Weekend Te lev i s ion ' s  'spoof 
send-up' on 1 5th March fe l l  f lat on its face, 
w i t h  Cock ney 'personality' Danny Baker 
openly admitt ing before an audience of sev­
eral mi l l ion that the w itnesses he had inter­
viewed were genuine. Such unprecedented 
honesty on his part seemed more than at 
odds with L WT' s  obvious intention to send 
the whole thing up. 

Since the television coverage Brentford 
has found itself playing reluctant host to 
all  manner of f r inge elements. Andy Coll ins 
of 'Green S tone' notoriety arrived hotfoot, 
w i th ghetto-blaster, lnstamatic and the usual 
bevy of nubile lady acoly tes. Viewpoint Aquar­
ius stated that it was a 'genetic mutation' 



escaped f rom a government establ ishmen t,  
and the Chisw 1ck W i ld l i f e  Trust  off ered 
the considered op in ton tha t it  w as noth1ng 
more than a four-legged vul ture blown off  
course ! 

In fact speculatiOn on a l l  s1des led to 
such an astonish tng ple thora of ' l ogical explan­
a t ions' ( the logic of which defies a l l  explan­
a t ion) that one is lef t to consider the indispu t ­
able f ac t  that 1 t  is a gryphin p u r e  a n d  simple 
- a spec ies of ammal as y e t  unstudied and 
therefore considered non-ex istent. 

One can certainly discount  John R i m me r ' s  
recent ' au thor itative a r t i c l e '  w h ich suggests 
that i t  is Bren t f ord ' s  old f r iend the giant 
feral Tom, making yet another of i ts unwel­
come noc turnal appearances. M r  Ri mmer 
w ould do well  to explain how the famous 
5 f oo t  pussy manages to grow upwards of 
8 f oo t,  sprou t w tngs and fly across the Thames. 

I note w 1 t h  grow ing alarm the plan 
of some local stalwarts to instigate a gryphon 
hunt one night in  the near f u ture. I hear 
talk of a f loti l la  of s ma l l  boats, tracker 
dogs, powerful  searchlights,  steel nets and 
tranquil l ising darts. The plucky Brentonians 
w ould to wel l  to exercise ex treme caution, 
as the beast is notorious for i ts  feroc i t y  
a n d  love o f  human f lesh. I t  i s  my f ee l ing 
that the mat ter should be placed in the 
hands of the exper ts. But I a m  sure also 
that it w i l l  require pr t vate back ing, as the 
local counci l  has shown i t s  customary reti­
cence in raising the necessar y  f unds, even 
for so worthy a cause. 

W hatever the e ventual  outcome, I cannot 
con tain the thr i l l  that r ises a t  the prospect 
of a successf ul capture. Such w ould be a 
rare ach ievemen t indeed. I look f orward 
w i t h  great i n terest to f u ture de velop ments.  

Magonia welcomes any correspondence on 
this interesting subject, and rs eager to 
contact anyone who has had a personal exper­
ience with a gryphon or any other form of 
creature previously beliaved to be mythical. 

Sc 1ence of  u fology f rom page 1 0  

d. Estal> l tsh a c lear ly def ined soc 1 a l  role 
f or u fologists,  r l lake sure new members 
are proper l y  tramed , and restrtct recru i t ment 
to those w ho w 1sh to treat the sub ject as 
a sc1ence, rather than a hobby or enter tdtn­
men t .  

Of course, u f olog 1 s t s  n 1ay , not w 1 sh t o  
a t t e m p t  to become accep tab le to or thodox 
sc ience by adop t t ng t he above procedures 
of i n s t 1 t u t tonal tsat 1on and prof ess1onal tsation. 
I nstead they may w ish to attempt to change 
science in so n 1e w a y ,  and 1t cou ld be argued 
that the best way to ach1eve th1s is  by op­
postng or thodox y .  
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Rcmcarna t lon - r rom page I 2 
umLt:de (a I though son •c p iH losophers would 
not agree) that P 2  1s not the sa1 1 1e person 
as P 3. 

lt IS a very w 1 erd s1 tuat 1on, but w e  
can l e a r n  to l 1 ve w 1 th 1 t .  H owever , rernen •ber ­
mg the d 1 scuss 1on tn the prev 1ous paragraphs, 
w e  then have to ask ourse l ve s :  " W hat 1f  
I were P I ;  would I be remcarnated as P2 

or P 3 ?" Could I be both ? l t  see ms not.  
L e t  us uuagme that as P I  I al l l  told by a 
great w 1 zard that I am gotng to be remcar­
nated as two peop le at  the same t 1 n •e and 
that one of these persons,  P",  w i l l  have 
a happy l i f e  and the other , P 3, w 1 l l  have 
a r r 1 1 Serab le l 1 f e .  I would then be mc l l ned 
to say : "I hope I sha ll  be P 2" .  If I am P 2  
then I cannot b e  J > 3 Logteal l y ,  1 t  see ms 
l 1ke tossmg a co1n ; the resu l t  c an be heads 
or tai ls ,  but not both at  the same t 1 me .  

l t  IS  possib le to tntroduce a n y  number 
of fur ther com p l 1cat 1ons mto our phi losophical  
speculat ions abou t the meanmg of the concep t 
of retncarnattOn, whteh would take us even 
fur ther away f rom the S i mple concept of 
a person havtng a sertes of consec u t i ve l i ves 
m a succession of bod 1es, but  some peop le 
may tnslst that such problems do not ar t se 
tn real 1 ty and that 1t never happens that 
more than one person ser tously c l a 1 ms to 
have been a par t icular person tn the pas t ,  
a n d  tha t p a s t  l l f et t rnes w h1ch a r e  recalled 
never overlap. l t  would be mdeed tn teres t tng 
to k now w he t her or not such complicat ions 
e ver occur and , 1 f  so, what k tnds of explan­
a t i ons are put f orward to accoun t f or them. 
If  accounts of retncarnat 1on are s1mply an 
artefac t  of t he human mtnd, 1t w ould need 
very detailed h 1 s tortcal know ledge on the 
par t of t he subj ec t who recalls  a number 
of past l 1 ves to a vo1d any overlapptng. 

The f oregot ng d 1scuss10n has onl y  scratch­
ed the sur f ace of this par t icular phi losophiCal 
1 ssue. f or example,  1 t  has been tac i t l y  based 
on the 1 dea of personal 1den t 1 t y  as betng 
' a l l  or nothtng ' ,  rather than betng, as some 
p h i l osophers argue, a mat ter of degree. 
However, I thtnk I have sa1d enough to demon­
strate that argu ments abou t retncarnattOn 
are hardly l tkely to be se t tled by mere f ac t s ! 
We must t r y  to agree on what we mean 
by th1s concept before w e  can know exac t l y  
w h a t  1 t  IS  we a r e  gomg to argue abou t .  
Ob v wusl y ,  t h 1 s  w 1 l l  b e  n o  easy task . 

REfERENCES: . 1. SHOEMAKER, Sidney and SWINBURNE, 

Richard. Personal Identity. Oxford, Basil Blacl<wel l ,  1 984, 

p. B. :Z.. L OCKE, John. An £.say Concerning Human 
Understanding, 11, xxvii, 1 5. :J. PARr i T ,  Derel<. Personal 
Identity, � GLOVER, Jonalhan (ed.) The Philosophy 
of Mind, Oxford Uni versity Press, 1 9 76, p. 1 4 2. 
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Dear J ohn H. 1 m m e r ,  

I w o u l d  l tke to m a k e  a few p o t n t s  regardtng 
your magaztne and I t s  roots.  W hen you and 
your colleagues ceased to be "starr y-eyed 
f l y t ng saucer f reaks" and became ser tous 
( a n d  d e s s 1 c ated) experts 1n  comparative 
soc i o l o g y  and transpersonal p sychological  
methodolog y ,  you used the terms and, InC id­
entally,  near l y  de1f 1ed the book that V a l lee 
churned ou t 1n  1 970 .  Y ou seem obsessed 
w 1 th ustng V a l l ee ' s  w ork as your base l t ne .  
I t a k e  1 t  th1s  IS because h e  1s/ w as a senous 
sc 1ent 1st .  Y ou all ac t as though Passport 
to Magonaa was  the f 1rst  break through tnto 
the m y th1co/psycholog1cal d 1 mens10n t n  U F O  
l i terature. N ow t h 1 s  med1ocre y e t  tn terest tng 
li t te l  book IS based upon the w ork of three 
g 1 an ts of w ha t  m 1ght best be ter med m y t h lco­
ufolog y ,  Brtnsley le  Poer Trench ( L ord C lan­
carty),  W. R aym nond Drake, and. of course 
J ohn M 1che l l .  These three key researchers 
do not get a lot of men t ion tn Magonia. 
In  f ac t  Passport to Magonia 1s onl y  a poor 
man's version of J ohn M 1che l l ' s  t ncandescent 
and 1 1 l u m ma t mg The Flymg Saucer Visaon, 
wh 1ch appeared in 1 96 7 ! 

V al le  must have been aware of thiS  
sem tnal w ork w hen he threw together Pass­
port to Magonia ,  yet he makes no reference 
to 1t anyw here tn the matn book or t n  the 
ref erences. Equa l l y ,  W. Ray rnond Drake's  
work, wh 1ch began of f 1c 1al  publ tcat 1on f rorn 
the !< ay Palmer stable t n  1 964,  Gods or 
Spacemen ( A mhurst Press) gets no men t ion, 
yet 1ts e thos IS  strongly  felt t n  V a l lee ' s  
w h 1 ms1cal mustngs o n  certatn 'cases' .  

In  f ac t  poor Drake w as w n t tng von 
Dan 1ken t ype m ater tal  SIX years before Char­
iots of the Gods , yet because 1t was 1nf 1 m te l y  
bet ter researched (and handled) he langutshed 
tn obscur t t y  and never became a m 1 1 1 1ona 1re ! 
Br tnsley w rote the key U F O-Ear t h  Mystertes 
l t nk book Men Among Mankind ( N e v t l le Spear­
n .an) tn 1 %2. Passport to Magonia t n  1 970 
was not f resh and new , 1 t  was mere l y  part  
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of al most a decade of prev 10us m y t h 1co­
u f olog1cal  research. Th1s was not credi ted 
m V a l lee's book , and I S  · never ment ioned 
tn the pages of y our rnagaz 1ne. 

N ow I a m  sure you are aware of these 
three se r n mal  works; w h y ,  y ou probab l y  
have them m your l 1brary . I w ould l 1ke t o  
suggest y o u  take the n •  down now a n d  aga m ,  
blow t h e  d u s t  a n d  cobwebs of f ,  a n d  have 
a good look a t  the na tur e  of their conten t.  
Th1s would be exce l l ent therapy f or M r  
l<ogerson as w e l l .  

V a l l ee has ad m i t ted l y  done sorne val id 
w ork s mce 1 9 70,  par t icular l y  Messengers 
of Deception , but he w as not the f 1 rst  to 
gaze t n t o  the c r y s tal w e l l  tn search of what 
I ter m georny th1c rea l 1 t y .  Y our r nagazme 
would be f ar better bal anced 1 n  1ts stud 1es 
1 f  1 t  was more consc iOusly aware of the 
more Poe t ic a l l y  m y t h ical roots of 1 ts con­
cerns. In the transcendent concept of burgeon­
ing Cos m 1 c  Consc iousness, Blake was a better 
'sc1en t 1 s t '  than New ton. Work that one out ! 

Y ours m 1cy f rater n i t y 

An thony R ober ts 
G l astonbu r y .  

D e a r  J ohn 

In Magonia 18,  Pe ter R oger son 1 1 1akes a 
def ence of t he rev 1ew colurnn and comes 
up w 1 th sorne numbers to prove t t  IS  not 
an 'axe column' . I t  may be so, but tt g 1 ves 
t he reader the 1 mpress1on that all books 
that do not agree w 1 th soflle 111 def med 
ed i tor tal pol t c y ,  or worse, w 1 th the views 
of the rev1ewer,  are bad by def i nt t 1on. I 
cannot subsc r t be to tha t ,  and it see ms to 
me that a rev iew should be a bal anced c r t t ­
lque of t h e  con ten ts of a book, not a system­
atic l i s t t ng of t t s  f l aw s and shor tcom mgs. 

Best R egards 

W 1 1 l y  S n u t h ,  
L ong wood, F londa. 

Dear M r  R t rn m er 

I was m terested to read the ar t 1c le  by N 1gel 
W a tson, lan Cresswel l  and G r an v l l le Oldroyd 
about the ' L i verpool L eprechauns ' .  L 1ke you, 
I do not reme mber th1s  InCident m the s1x t 1es,  
but  I do recal l  a ver y  s 1 m l lar case dat tng from 
the m 1 d  1 9 20's.  

The s tory spr ead that the f 1gure of a 
phantom sold1er was to be seen 1n f ront of the 
War Me monal m the pub l 1c gardens 1n  Shaw 
S tree t ,  just on the edge of the c 1 t y  centre. 
The soldier was supposed to appear 1n  a 
sor t of g low mg cloud , and wa lked to and f r o  
by t h e  monument.  



Crowds of people turned out day af ter 
day at sunset to try to see the f igure. The 
crowds got so big that the street was impass­
able and the pol ice had to divert the traff ic.  

In this case the panic was not conf ined 
to youngsters, and most of the crowd were 
adul ts .  I am not sure of the exact date of 
these events, but Messrs. Watson, Cresswell  
and Oldroyd may care to check i t  out when 
nex t searching the news f i les. 

Mrs M .  Tyrer , West Derby ,  L i verpool.  

Dear Mr Rim mer, 

Thank you for my f irst copy of Magonia. 
I had not realised that you covered such 
a var iety of subjects. I enjoyed Roger Sand­
e l l ' s  ar t ic l e  on Nostradamus. Fontbrune 
has another book out now , which seems 
just as bad (see Reviews - Ed.).  I suppose 
this type of book w i l l  f lour ish whi lst we 
approach that ' signif icant' year 2000. 

Brian Burgess, Chester. 

Dear John, 
I was interested that Roger Sandel l ,  

in h is  rev iew of  Sky Crash picked out  the 
s ight ing by Brenda Butler of an object "as 
big as a footbal l" over the airbase one morn­
ing (p. l 87) . It just so happens that this 
was the same night that I v is i ted the site 
w ith the BBC film crew . We saw the same 
UFO. In fact  i t  chased our car back to London ! 

From my own observat ions I can assure 
you that the s ize of the UFO as repor ted 
by Brenda is  a considerable understatement. 
The me, the br i l l iant l ight looked to be 
about 7, 500 mi les in diameter. I would esti­
mate t ts d istance at about 4 5  mi l l ion mi les. 
Need I add that Venus was then at its bright­
est in the morning sky ? Of course, no rel iable 
UFO invest igator would ever make the basic 
mistake of report ing Venus as a UFO. 

S incer ly ,  

lan R idpath, Brentford. 

Dear S i r ,  

Heaven knows, the  columns of Magonia are 
not the place for word-chopping polemic. I f  I 
respond to S teuart Carnpbel l ' s  let ter (your 
issues 1 8) it is because I also bel ieve the 
columns of Magonia are not the place where 
high-handed presumption should be al lowed to 
be got away w i th. 

In  his para. 3,  Steuart says " There are no 
UF Os". Un less I misunderstand these words, 
they are the equ ivalent of 'No f ly tng objects 
ex ist which are not Iden tif ied ' .  But this is so 
patent ly  untrue (See Corl iss Sourcebooks, 
passim) that he must mean someth inp, els<'.  
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I n  h is  prev 1ous paragraph,  he asserts 
t h a t  "granted • • •  adequate informat ion or 
adequate investigat ion . . .  � UFO repor ts would 
be found to be IFO repor ts". Again, unless 
I misunderstand these words, they are the 
equi valent of 'If suff ic ient was known about 
the objects repor ted, their nature would be 
known' which ts so self-evident a tautology 
that agam, surely he must mean someth ing 
else. 

An ind icat ion of what he really means 
comes when, mov ing on, we f md his say ing 
"I claim that the evidence exists already to 
conclude that UFOs (as al ien craft) do not 
ex ist". We note that he has now sh tf ted from 
UFOs per se to 'UFOs as al 1en craf t ' .  H i s  
conc lusion is  one which many o f  us wi l l  share ; 
but few of us, 1 fancy,  wou ld rate high his 
chances of proving his negative proposi t ion, 
a task from wh ich Kevin McCiure (p. 3 col . l )  
understandably  shrinks. 

Evidently,  however,  Steuar t feels that 
proof can be dispensed w ith;  in his  f inal para­
graph we f ind his prtvate op in ion presented 
as a statement of fact - "Because there are 
no UFOs" a piece of quest ion-begging 
breath-tak ing in i ts presumpt ion. 

For Steuart to conclude such a display of 
verbal legerdemain by giving us his op inion 
that Jenny Randles is in danger of losing her 
grip on real i ty  is the sheerest insolence. 

Hi lary Evans, Blackheath. 

Dear J ohn Rim mer 

It is  all very well for Kevin McCJure to 
w ield Occam 's Razor and to pretend that he 
has cut out unreasonable hypotheses (as explan­
at ions for al leged psychic phenomena) , but in 
fact  he is not the sk i l led surgeon that he 
bel ieves himself to be. The least unreasonable 
hypothesis to explain alleged psychic phen­
omena (for which everyone agrees there is no 
object ive evidence) is not that they must be 
the resu l t  of innate human abi l i ties (rather 
than the inf luence of external agencies), 
it is  that the phenomena do not ex ist ! Consid­
ering that the Razor requires the least number 
of assumptions, i t  is perverse to assume 
'a very w ide range of psi and ESP abi l it ies' . 
There is no justif ication for this great assump­
tion ; the simplest assumption is that the 
people who claim the existence of such phen­
omena and abi l i t ies are ei ther mistaken, or 
frauds. There have been enough examples of 
both mistakes and fraud for this hypothesis 
to be taken seriously, and until  there is evid­
ence that cannot be explained in this way the 
nul l  hypothesis must be regarded as the true 
explanation. Sorry to spoil a good story ! 

S teuart Campbel l ,  Edinburgh. 

D E E P E R 
I NTO T H E 

FOR E ST 

RENDLESHAM 

CONTINUED 

Wi l ly Smith and 
Roger Sandel l 

IT IS regret table that some who wr i te reviews 
and/or crit iques of books and papers do 
not take the proper care to read thoroughly 
the work they mtend to analyse, e ither 
for lack of t i me ( the charitable verston) 
or because their ani mosity to the topic 
or the authors leads them to extract only  
those parts that f i t  their confessed or  uncon­
fessed bias ( the v indict ive version). The 
net resul t is that the commentary becomes 
a p iece of disinformation, not helping the 
authors to see· their own weaknesses and 
decievmg the potential readers abou; the 
value - or lack thereof - of the work under 
consideration. What prompted these thoughts 
IS the rev1ew of Sky Crash by Roger Sandel l  
that appeared in t h e  previous issue o f  Magonia 
[ I]. 

. . 
"F 1rst of al l",  as Mr Sandel l  begins, 

tt IS  true that the central theme of the 
book is the possibi l i ty of a high-level conspir­
acy surrounding the incidents in Rendlesham 
Forest. What is  not so true is that the auth­
ors, "assiduous in f inding evidence for the 
cover-up", are try ing to force their conclus­
Ions on the reader. On the contrary, as 
Mr Sandel l  should have noted in  the preface 
(p. 5), the authors say , verbatim [2]:  

We may be right or we may be wrong. We 
have no vested interest in anything other 
than the truth, and this book merely provides 
the means for you to decide what the truth 
may be. 
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O f  the eighteen eyew itnesses hsted, 
Mr Sandel l  has singled out two for comments : 
Charles Halt  and ' Art  Wal lace ' .  About the 
f irst, "he refused to be buttonholed by the 
au thors

. 
in his

. 
house at 1 1  o'c lock at ntght". 

I tmag me thts comment pertams to the 
events of 23rd February 1 984, and had Mr .  
Sandel l  read the  last  chapter of  Sky Crash 
(p. 2£;9), he could not have fai led to recognise 
the n •arks of a setup, a l though Butler and 
Street brought thts upon themsel ves for 
being natve. The reasons for Colonel Hal t 
proceeding in that manner may be many 
and complex , but they are not relevant.  
What is relevant is that  otherw ise the authors 
are ly ing. Is that the message that Mr. 
Sandel l  is  subtly transmitt ing ? 

As for • Art Wal lace' ,  true enough he 
seems to talk l tke a character in a B-movie. 
But so what ? He ts young, presumably  uned­
ucated, and probably talks in that fashion 
all the t ime. In my v iew a sophist icated 
vocabulary on Wal lace's ltps would have 
made htm tot ..1 l ly  suspect.  There are, however, 
reasons to dtst rust his testimony, but cert­
ainly not because of his speech patterns. 

The authors did not conclude, as Mr 
Sandel l  wants us to believe, that the promot­
ion of the off icers was a reward for their 
silence. The point is that in the mi l i tary 
those who do not fol low establ ished policy 
and/or make mistakes are commitmg profes­
sional suicide. Three of the htgh-ranking 
off icers in the Rendlesham eptsode (Col . 
Charles Halt,  General Ted Conrad and Br ig­
adier General Gordon W i l l iams) have been 
promoted. H ence, whatever they did had 
an off icial  b lessing, and their connect ion 
w i th the case and their conduct must be 
examined in that l ight. 

As for Occam's  Razor, i t  has nothing 
to do w ith the ' sinister' or 'mundane' charact­
eristics of an explanation, but rather i ts 
simplicity. If the authors indicate that a 
w itnesses seemed to be f rightened I am wi l­
l ing to accept th is  simple assessment from 
those who had d irect contact w 1 th them 
rather than remote and convoluted reasons 
for their behaviour hatched by someone 
who was not there. 

Agam Mr. Sandel l  tel ls  us that "there 
is no real evidence that he was even in 
the US Air Force". W rong again, Mr Sandel l .  
Go and look on  page 233 ,  or  better, read 
the whole book and f ind the several conf irmat­
ions from various sources that ' Wallace' 
was indeed in  the USAF during the cntical 
per iod. 

W ith reference to the radiation readings, 
they are mentioned expltcttly m the Halt  
memorandum, including values of exposure 
in  mt l l troentgens. As a copy of this memoran-



dum is in Sky Crash, the statement that 
"we are g iven no data to evaluate their 
signif icance" is empty and in error. 

We read on page 82 that "an imals do 
not suffer hallucinations and i f  they do 
respond to something strange i t  is safe to 
assume that something strange real ly  is 
happening". This statement seems to perturb 
Mr. Sandel l  ex tremely,  and one wonders 
if he has some documentary evidence that 
ani mals in fact do hal lucinate. He refers 
us to Allan Hendry's  well-known handbook 
[ 3] w here in fact  we f ind (p. l 60) a word 
of caution in establ ish ing a cause-and-effect  
relationship between the  presence of a UFO 
and animal behavior. But i t  doesn ' t  imply 
in  any way that such a relationship does 
not exist, and moreover, Al lan's comments 
refer almost exclusively to domestic animals, 
not to cattle. More importantly,  Al lan Hendry 
does not provide us w i th a single clue as 
to whether animals hal luc inate, which was 
the point that we were trying to resolve. 
Come on, Mr. Sandel l ,  don ' t  you ever read 
any books before quoting them ? 

As for the ' ideas' of lan Ridpath attempt­
ing to explain the incident with a moving 
lighthouse [4] , the less one says the kinder 
one w i l l  be. However, what cannot be con­
doned is the doctoring of TV footage by 
using a zoom lens to make the l ighthouse 
look l ike a glow ing object,  and by edi t ing 
the dark pauses that would have g iven the 
game away. This is pure deception, and 
I wonder how the Br i t ish audience of ' Break­
fast TV ' took i t ,  al though I know what would 
have happened in America to the prest ige 
of such a programme. Wel l ,  I bel ieve Mr. 
R idpath sympathises w i th CSICOP (Committee 
for the Scient if ic Investigat ion of Claims 
of the Paranormal), and his reputation w i l l  
not be damaged any further by  th i s  faux-pas 
than i t  is already by h1s associat ion w i th 
this group, whose members have not hesit­
ated, on more than one occasion to distort 
the truth w hen i t  disagrees w i th their avowed 
purpose. 

lt is useless to continue, as bel ieve 
that I have made my point, i . e . that the 
crit ic lef t h imself quite open to crit icism 
by reading only superf icial ly the book he 
was supposed to discuss. It is not my intent 
to wr ite  a review of Sky Crash, but having 
gone this far, I th ink I am ent i t led to express 
my opinion. 

This book is what i t  portrays i tself 
to be : a presentat ion of the information col­
lected by the authors over an ex tended 
period of t ime w ith reference to the incidents 
in  the Rendlesham Forest. It includes a 
detailed l ist of mi l i tary and civ i l ian w i tnesses 
(f irsthand and incidental) , impressions gathered 
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during the different stages of the investig­
at ion, off icial documents ( l ike the Halt mem­
orandum) , as well as several possib i l i ties 
(other than UFOs) that could explain the 
occurences. But i t  is up to the reader to draw 
his own conclusions. lt is an interesting piece 
of research which indeed has some f laws, but 
not those that Roger Sandel l  has pounced on. 

RETER£NCES1 1. SANDELL, Roger. 'Down in the f orest 

Something Stir red • • •  ', Magonla, no. 1 8, January 1 985, 
p. 1 8. 2. BUTL ER, STREET and RANDL ES. Sky Cra!lh, 
a Cosmic Conspiracy, Spearman, 1 984. l. HENORY, 

Allan. lEO 1-Wldbook. Ooubleday & Co., 1979. ._ RIO­
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Roger Sandell replies: 

D R .  S M I TH is indeed entitled to his opmwns, 
and I do take the points he raises seriously, 
especially since, unlike most angry reactions 
to Magonia book reviews, his letter does not 
come from an outraged author with an axe 
to grind. However, I am still  not convinced 
that I have been unfair. To take some specific 
points : 

1. I did not express any doubts about the 
authors' honesty, since I do not feel any. I 
made it clear that the authors provide data 
which permits readers to come to different 
conclusions. In any case, regular readers wil l 
know that Magonia reviewers do not engage 
in innuendo but, when they consider an author 
to be dishonest clearly say so ( Vide Fontbrune, 
Magonia, passim.) 

--

2. I am aware that the book does give 
figures for radiation; 1 merely stated that 
no data necessary to eva luate these figures 
were given. Knowing nothing about radiation, 
I did not know whether the amounts in question 
are or are not a significant deviation from 
normal. Having read Dr. Smith's letter I 
still don't. 
3. On the subsequent promotion of Rendle­
sham officers, I certainly understood the 
authors to imply that this was a move to 
silence them. If I am wrong I can only point 
out that the M UFON Journal in a highly 
favourable review, also interprets the book 
as making that claim. 
4. 1he statement on page 82 concerning 
animals hallucinating struck me as so mani­
festly absurd 1 left it to make its own impres­
sion on the reader. Perhaps Dr. Smith would 
indicate any way we could find out whether 
or not ani mals hallucinate. Tests of animal 
brain activity certainly suggests that they 
dream. Further, I have no idea what the term 
'strange' means in this context. UFO reports 
are strange to us because there appears to be 
no obvious explanation for some of them. To 
an animal even the most spectacular close-

encounter would merely be a bright, noisy 
object, sim ilar to a plane or car. 
5. Concerning 'Art Wallace ', the evidence 
for his presence at the base did not strike 
me as impressive. However Ian Ridpath tells 
me that the person using this pseudonym 
was in fact present at the time of the events 
in questions, so 1 stand corrected. However, 
the significant thiny about his use of melo­
dramatic cliches, as I should probably have 
made clearer, is not that he used them to 
express his own feelings, but that he put 
these B-movie phrases into the mouths of 
his superiors who he claimed were silencing 
him by death threats. In assessing his credib­
ility, I would note that, since fan Hidpath 
knows who ' h- allace' is, the USA F presumably 
does as well, but no dire consequences seem 
to have ensued. 

6. 1 do not accept that I had suggested any 
"remote and convoluted reasons" for the 
silence of local witnesses. I leave it to readers 
whether it is more reasonable to suggest 
other commitments or aversion to publicity 
as a reason for witnesses' reluctance to 
be interviewed, before postulating official 
cover-ups. 

lthile on the subject of cover-ups I can 
only trust that if, as is suggested, the British 
government is involved in this cover-up, 
whoever is responsible will shortly be promoted 
since their efforts have been much more 
successful than the recent inept efforts to 
supress facts concerning the sinking of the 
General Belgrano and M I5 phone-tapping. 
1. 1 was not aware that fan Ridpath was 
l inked with the CSICOP. I would certainly 
be critical of some of the methods and conclu­
sions of this organisation, but I would reject 
the guilt by association that Dr. Sm ith engages 
in. One cannot lump peoples' ideas on differ­
ent subjects into a package, to take or leave 
in this way. For instance, while I reject 
the conclusions of Sky Crash, I sti l l  feel that 
Jenny Randles' Northern UFO News is a 
valuable source of investiagtions; and I 
imagine that while Dr. Smith approves of 
Sky Crash he would not share Jenny Randles ' 
belief in astrology or Nostradamus. 

I must confess 1 also find it puzzling that 
after implying that Jenny Randles' view of the 
witnesses is more valuable than mine, since 
I have not seen them, he is so quick to dismiss 
fan R idpath who, unlike him, has been to 
Rendlesham. 

I would close with some wider observat­
ions. Sky Crash is labelled on the cover as 
being about "a cosmic consipracy" and the 
jacket claims that it tells the story of "the 
world's first officially confirmed landing and 
contact". Later we read suggestions that the 
US 9ovemment may be in regular contact 
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with ex traterrestrials. TI1ese are extraordinary 
claims that require extraordinary evidence, 
and when they are made it is surely respon­
sible to consider alternative explanations, 
especially when one looks at the way some 
UFO cause celebres · have disintegrated over 
the years. 

1 am especially alarmed by the readiness 
of some associated with the case to attribute 
bad faith or participation in a 'cover-up'. 
A very serious example is the claim made by 
Jenny Randles in a recent Northern UFO 
News that a recent book sceptical about 
the case was under government sponsorship. 

This, it would seem, is a reference to William 
Porter's Lies, Damn Lies and Some Erclusives, 
a book on contemporary popular journalism 
that, as I mentioned last issue, includes 
criticism of the News of the World 's treatment 
of Hendlesham. A nyone who has actually 
read this book would find this suggestion 
ludicrous since a large part of it deals with 
press misrepresentation of the peace movemen� 
pro-Conservative press bias in the 1983 
election and ministerial attempt to manipulate 
the press. Hardly the sort of thing 1 can 
see the present government sponsoring. 

Such tactics may have been alright for 
the late Senator M c Carthy (or the current 
editor of FSR) but those who retail such 
base less and unsubstantiated smears can 
hardly be surprised if others find such methods 
do not inspire confidence. 

bt the review of Sky Crash which engendered 
this controversy, we inadvertently, during 
preparation of paste-ups for the printers, 
omitted to give bibliographical details of the 
book. We apologise for this, and any incon­
venience (and conspiracy theorising) it may 
have caused. The book Sky Crash, by Brenda 
Butler, Dot Street and Jenny Handles, is 
published by Neville Spearman, 
Ltd.; price £7.50. 
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'CLOSE Encowtters of Ute 1hird Kind', Steven 

Spielberg 's stunning film about flying saucers 

and man's first contact wiUt alien entities, 

was first shown in November 1971. WiUtin 

a week it had begwt to smash box-office 

records across America • • •  

The most mf luenttal sctence f ict ion 
f il m  before Close Encounters • • •  was undoubt­
edly  Stanley Kubrtck ' s  2001, A Space Odyssey 
which was released in 1 968. In h is  treatment 
of the f i rst contact Kubrick shows that 
it occurs in the future, 'on' a distant planet ; 
and t n vol ves  a h ighly-trained astronaut. 
In contrast, Spielberg brought the f irst conact 
l i teral ly  down to earth, in our present t ime, 
and shows that even the common man can 
be invol ved. Furthermore he used the ' real' 
expenences of people who have clatmed 
sightings and contact w i th f ly ing saucers 
as the foundation of hts script.  

The extent to w htch Spte lberg owes 
a debt to the UFO l i terature is shown by 
the fact that he used Dr. J Al ien H ynek 
- a former UFO consultant for the USAF 
- as h is technical advtsor. In addi t ion, he 
based the character of Claude Lacombe 
(played by Francois Truffaut) on the UFO 
author and computer expert ,  Jacques Val lee. 

All this effort was no doubt made to 
show that ' thts could happen to you' .  Indeed : 

The f i lms real ism is designed to bring the 
audience as close as possible to an event 
that could be the most momentous of 
our t i me. [ 1 ] 
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To reinforce thts real ism the f t lm  starts 
al most l ike a f ly-on-the-wall documentary. 
This is most evtdent in the scene where 
in the claustrophobic atmosphere of an Am­
encan atr traf f ic control centre a UFO ts 
tracked on radar. 

A lso, the very beginning of the f i lm,  
when f ive Wor ld  War  1 1  Avenger aircraf t 
are found in the mtddle of a sandstorm is 
total ly  incomprehensible unless you already 
know about the d isappearance of F l ight 
19, publie tsed in the best-se l l ing 

. 
book The 

Bermuda Triangle by Charles Ber l i tz. Sptel­
berg knew that mi l l tons of UFO bel ievers 
m Amenca would be attrac ted to his f i lm,  
and his  bank account alone showed he was 
r ight. 

The manipulation of human fears and 
fantastes is a favourite technique of Sptel­
berg ' s. In  his  f i rst (made for televtsion) 
feature f i l m  Duel he shows how the w t t  
and intellect o f  a mi ld-mannered motor ist 
can overcome the menace of a homicidal 
tanker driver. Al though random human evi l  
can be beaten, the power of the state and 
society to crush the dreams of youth come 
into ful l  force m Sugarland Express ; wht lst 
Jaws expresses our tenuous mastery over 
nature. 

L ike Sugarland Express, Close Encount­
ers •• • . portrays f l ight from real ity taken 
to ex treme. However there ts a pr ice to 
pay for transcending the boundaries of concen­
sus real ity and soc ial conformi ty, in both 
f t lms. In the former, happiness is gunned 
down by the forces of law and order, whi lst 
in the latter the UFO seeker, Roy Neary ,  
loses hts wtfe and cht ldren as  a consequence 
of hts bel ief.  S imt larly the family l i fe of 
the pol ice off icer in Jaws ts d isrupted due 
to hts obsession about the danger of the 
shark w hen no-one else ts concerned. 

Also, i t  i s  worth nottng that the physic­
ally puny al iens in Close Encounters • • •  
are able to use a powerful technology take 
care of us, just as tn the ear l ier, just as 
in the ear l ier f i lms physical ly puny man 
is  able to employ technology to threaten 
and control human ity and the natural world. 

Spielberg, throughout his f i lms,
. 

shows 
the situat ion from the pomt of vtew of 
the ordinary cit izen. The characters are 
fal l ible, vulnerable, and dist inct ly  ordt�ary 
until events prove otherw ise. To htghl ight 
this even more he uses chi ldren to great 
effect. It is interest ing to see that H.  G. 
Wells usually put ordinary people into ex tra­
ordinary si tuat ions. Also, Wel ls  was one 
of the f irst to speculate that man m future 
would evol ve into nothing more than a bloated 
brain. [2] L ikew ise, Spielberg's  al iens have 
much b igger brains than ourselves. 

Close Encounters • • • can be seen as 
a reply to Wel ls 's  1 897 novel,  War of the 
Worlds. But this t ime Spielberg hopes that 
mentally advanced al iens w i l l  try to help 
mankind rather than blast h im w ith heat 
rays. And he shows that mank ind is (just) 
mature enough not to try to blast the al iens 
back to the stars as he attempted to do 

He shows that mankmd I S  ( just) 
mature enough not to try 
to blast the al iens back 

to the stars 

in the 1 9 5 1  film The Day the Earth Stood 
Still. In that f i lm the occupants of the f ly ing 
saucer have to seek out the ordinary Amer­
ican cit izen to d iscover the truth about 
humanity since the White House only gener­
ates agression and bureaucracy. Spielberg 
reveals a simi lar distrust of the government 
when i t  i s  shown to be publ icly ridicul ing 
UFOs whi lst carrying out a secret operation 
to meet the al iens. However, the ir plans 
are undermined by those who are ' mental ly '  
infor med of the locat ion of the proposed 
encounter site. In the post-Watergate per iod 
such government d irty tricks were to be 
expected, but at least one of the UFO seekers 
w ins a trip to the stars. The message is 
that the ind tv idual can st i l l  beat the Govern­
ment if he is determined enough. 

Images in the f i lm are also borrowed 
and transformed. In one of the most fr igh ten­
ing scenes when the energy of a UFO sends 
the domest ic appl iances of a house mto 
a frenzied dance, the screws of a floor 
grat ing menacingly unw md themsel ves from 
the f i t t ing. In the 1 952 film versiOn of The 
War of the Worlds the unw ind ing of the 
hatch on the f irst  Mart ian space veh icle 
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serves the same purpose by terr ify ing the 
viewer w i th the idea of what mtght leap 
into view. Even the vast starship occupied 
by Spielberg's  al iens can be compared to 
the f ly ing island of Laputa in J onath�n Swtft ' s  
Gulliver's Travels, or  the vast aer tal ct ttes 
envisaged by Hugo Gernsback. [ 3] 
Although the al iens seem to have peaceful 
intent ions, the antics of their small f ly tng 
saucers and blobs of l ight are mischevous. 
They give Roy Neary a suntan ; they cause 
power cu ts ; send pol ice cars on a wt ld-goose 
chase (just as the people IS Summerland 
Express did);  and fly tn format ions w hich 
dupl icate stellar constel lation patters. These 
act iv i t ies rem tnd us of the fa1ry l i terature 
w h1ch con tains many stories of the w i l l  
o' the w isp l ights wh ich in t imes past led 
travel lers into the bog, or played s 1mt lar 
pranks on unsuspec ting people. Such a l ink 
is not surpr ising when it is cons1dered that 
Jacq1:1es Val lee in his book Passpo .rt to Mag­
onia showed the connection between fa1ry 
legends and con temporary UFO repor ts. 
No doubt Spielberg was well aware of th1s  
book's  contents. 

Other sources of inspirat ion seem to 
be Wait Disney 's  Pinocchio from which the 
song ' When You W ish Upon a S tar' was l i f ted 
for the end cred i ts of Close Encounters [4]. 
I f  J imminy Crtcket represents our super ego, 
the al iens represent a galac tic super ego that 
w i l l  prompt us to confor m to more peaceful 
and rewarding patterns of behav10ur ; whi lst  
a Bugs Bunny car toon featur ing ' Martin 
the Mar tian' is even included tn the ft lm to 
highl ight the old 'war of the worlds' mental ity 
towards al ien invaders. 

As a means of i l lustrat ing the world-w ide 
nature of the UFO phenomenon scenes were 
shot in Ind ia, but the al iens select an area 
of Amer ica as their land ing zone, and Amer­
icans appear to be in charge of selecting 
those who mee t them. Amer ican j ingoism even 
spreads to the s tars. 

To md 1cate that the al 1ens have been 
watching us throughout h istory, a selec tion 
of people dressed in a var iety of h 1stoncal 
costumes march out of the starship. These 
people, w ho include the p i lots of F l ight 1 9, 
have all been repor ted as gotng m1ssmg 
in myster ious c ircumstances. Close Encounters 
shows the aliens abduct ing them, we are not 
told why. 

The ab1 l t ty to manipulate our minds 
and our h istory impl ies that the al iens have 
a god-l ike power over us. This is reinforced 
by the cathedral-l ike appearance of the 
gigantic starsh ip. lt bathes the aliens in a 
halo of l ight as they emerge, and it b last 
out ' music' more powerful than any cathedral 
organ. 



The starship represents the Second Coming 
salvation from the stars w i l l  save us from our 
own ev i l  and corrupt ways. In the novel isat ion 
of the f 1 lm ,  a priest chants to the depart­
tng humans and al iens: 

By the guidance of a star, grant these 
pilgrims, we pray, a happy journey and 
peaceful days so that with Your divine 
angel as their guide they may reach 
their destination and finally come to the 
haven of everlasting salvation. God, who 
led Your servant Abraham out of Ur of 
the Chaldees and kept him safe in all his 
wanderings, may it please You, we pray, 
also to watch over these servants of 
Yours . . .  [5) 
Whether we bel ieve o:r- not that guiding 

angels can save us from ourselves, and desp i te 
any reservations we might have about such a 
message, the overall effec t  of the f i lm ' s  
sound and vision i s  such that Spielberg has 
craeted a good substi tute for the real thing 
[6] . Close Encounters shows that f ic tion 
can become fact  ' When You Wish Upon a 
Star' and have the cinematic talents of 
Steven Spielberg to help the w ish along. 1t 

NOTES AND R£TERENCES1 f. ' We Are Not Alone', 

a 1 978 Columbla/EMI publicity handout, p. 1 . 2. WELLS, 

H. G., 'The Man of the Year Million', Pall Mall Gazette, 
November 1 89J. Reproduced In The H G Welll Scrapbook, 

edited by Peter Halnlng, NEL, London 1 978. J. As Illus­

trated In Science and Invention, February 1 922. Repro­

duced In part on the front cover of Magonia 11. "­
According to Bob Balaban In ac- Encounten of the 
Third Kind Diary (Paradise Press, 1 978) this was dropped 

after unfavourable comment. 5. SPIELBERG, Steven 

Oc.e Encculten of the Third Kind, Sphere, London, 1978. 

6. That Is acted as a surrogate experience Is reflected 

In the fact that there was a significant decrease In UFO 

reports after the film's release. 

Man1ac - continued from page 6. 
art icle 1 t tnd I ' m  pondermg on whether the 
tale I heard on the C ircle L ine a few weeks 
s ince truly was a bit of promising foaf lore. 
Can we honest ly  discred i t  the existence 
of the Maniac on the P latfor m ?  I ' ve already 
confessed that in logical terms we can' t ,  
because you cannot discredi t  a story whose 
under lymg plot dtctates that the central 
character w 1 l l  never actually appear tn person. 

J ust the same,  I don ' t  think I want 
to bel ieve in  h im. I prefer h im as foaf lore, 
not as a reincarnation of Jack the Ripper's  
Even N astier Brother. 

And I shall go on using the Underground, 
ears f lapping for variants on the Maniac's 
homicidal misdoings while I hum beneath 
my breath the old Jam classic: "Don't wanna 
go down in Tube stations at midnight • • •  " 
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JOURNAL REVIEWS 

A F U  Newsletter 27, 1 984. This excellent 
Swedish (but English-language) UFO newsle tter 
has been coming out increasingly sporadically 
recently, now we learn that it  will close 
down for a few years whilst the editors 
concentra te on research. The farewell issue 
is as good as ever with more on Scandinavian 
ghost rockets; the bizarre 'Helge ' contact 
case; notes on ufology in Russia; as well 
as reviews and a long editorial on the future 
direction of AFU's work. Sorely missed. 

Anomaly. [Unda ted] The first, experimental, 
issue of ASSAP's new journal of research. 
Articles by Paul Devereu.:r, giving a rather 
less polemical exposition than previously, 
on earthlights; a summary of ASSAP 's investig­
ations over the past year; and short comments 
by various ASSAP officials. A very promising, 
wel l -produced, predominantly investiga Lion­
based journal. 

Fortean Times. No. 43. The first issue under 
the acting editorship of Paul Sieveking keeps 
up the improvement noted in the past few 
issues, with plenty of up-to-date fortean 
ne ws and stimulating discussion thereon. 
Hopefully we have seen the back of the 
sick, paranoid conspiracy/mutilation syndrome 
which marred some recent issues. Excellent 
pieces on Cottingly Fairies, homed humans, 
Columbus, and an elegant jeu d 'esprit on 
the York Minster conflagra tion by John 
Michel. £6. 00 four issues, from FT, 96 Mans­
field Rd., London, N W3 2HX. 

MUFON UFO Journal. January 1 985. Contin­
uing i ts curiously erratic path, M UFON UFO 
Journal combines routine reports, the occas­
sional stimulating article, and a great deal 
of boring material which serves to highlight 
the sad state of A merican ufology, which 
seems stuck in the depths of inter-group 
bickering that disfigured British ufology 
five or six years back. Still however essential 
reading for anyone wanting to keep up-to-da te 
with the US UFO scene. 1 03 Oldtowne Road, 
Seguin, Texas. 

Northern UFO New:�. No. 1 1 2, March 1 985. 
Good basic case sum maries m ixed with person­
al, often ideosyncra tic, comments on the 
UFO scene by editor Jenny Randles. This 
issue reviews critical reactions to Sky Crash, 
with a smack for Magonia's "very negative 
pro-lighthouse" com ments. Bi-monthly, £5. 40 
p.a. from Jenny Randles, 8 Whitethroat 
Walk, Warrington, WA3 6PQ. 

Pogonfp. No. 1. A new French fortean mag­
azine, with particular emphasis on phantom 
animal and 'whale tumour' stories. Articles 
on press trea tment of sensational stories. 
A section of 'modem mythologies ' looks 
at a vision of the Virgin Mary near Saint­
Etienne, phantom hitch-hikers in Vend�e, 
and rumours of the release of snakes by 
ecologists. Plus, three cases of mystry felines, 
fortean clippings and lake monster of Quebec. 
You all know what a Pogonip is, don 't you ? 
By exchange, or 1 2  F. p.a. from editor J. L. 
Brodu, B. P. 1 566 7, PA RIS Cedex 1 4, France. 
An excellent new magazine for all franco­
phones, which deserves your support. 

s.P.R.. Joumal. October 1 984. No. 798. An 
intriguing reader's letter describing "sentient 
lights" seen over Papa Stour, Shetland, in 
1915/16. An account of a poltergeist in 
Kern City, Calffomia which the author thinks 
indicates the presence of a discamate person­
ality. L ittle in the way of persuasive evidence 
to convince the non-surviwlfst, it  seems 
to me. An article crftfcising the term 'FSP', 
of minimal interest. w. E. Cox of minflab 
fame slates magicians who oppose psi; Serena 
Roney-Dougal on a questionnair on occultists 
attitudes to ESP. 
The Shaman. No. 9, January 1 985. Incorporat­
ing 'Ancient Skills and Wisdom Review '  
(one ancient skill was obviously not handling 
a duplicator), continues its erratic (not to 
mention erotic) course. No. 9 looks at Sun 
page three girls in relationship to the na ming 
of diesel locomotives; me mories of an eccent­
ric contemporary shaman; reviews and notes. 
Paul Scree ton's individualistic hobby-horse 
usually gives an entertaining ride. £2. 00 
(four issues) from 5 Egton Drive, Seaton 
Carew, Hartlepool, TS25 2A T. 

UFO Research Australia Newsletter. Septem­
ber-October 1 984. Interesting account of 
Australia 's first ( ?) abduction case ; notes 
on ca r-stoppage cases; Keith Basterfield 
on hypnogogic imagery; Joaquim Femandes 
discussing Fa tima ; notes and reviews, includ­
ing a sympa thetic but balanced view of 
Sky Crash. A well produced and presented 
journal of serious UFO research. $ Aust. 18. 00 
from Vladimic Godic, PO Box 229, Prospect, 
South Australia 5 082. 
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Entries In lhll column are free t o  -...crlbers. 

WEBS, .James. The flight from Reason. Please state 

total price. WRITE TOt Elleen Ambrose, c/o Magonla, 

64 Alrlc Avenue, New Maiden, Surrey, K T J  4JW. 

Single volumes or sets of 1 8th & 1 9th cent. 'wonder' 

material, such as 'The Wonderful Magazine & Marvellous 

Chronicle' [Smeeton]l 'The Wonderful & Scientific Museum' 

[Granger]. Send full details & price to Bob Skinner, 

Cobgates, falkner Road, farnham, Sy., GU9 7HG. 

U N D ER W OOD, Peter. The Ghost Hunters; who 
they are & what they do. Hale, 1 985.  
£ 9.95. 

An a m i ab l e  and general ly  uncr it ical 
r e m iniscence of twentieth-century psychic 
researchers, f rom Harry Pr ice to Andrew 
Mac Kenzie. The subjects of most of the 
prof iles seem to have been old 'Ghost Club '  
buddies of Underwood, so  i t  i s  understandable 
that scept ical assesments of their  work 
are ignored or , part icularly in the case of 
Pr ice, very l ight ly  d ismissed. The w orld 
of the 'ghost-hunter'  once again comes across 
as a pleasant l i t tle  club of terribly civ i l i se 
upper-middle-class people on country weekends. 
S t i l l ,  the Gloucestershire Echo thinks wel l  
of i t ;  but at £ 9.95 for a pretty  l ightweight 
( in  both senses) volume, I feel it 's probabl y  
dest ined f o r  the remainder shops. J .  R. 

F ON T B R U N E, J ean-Char les de. Nostradamus: 
into the Twenty-first Century. H utch in­
son, 1 985 .  

I t  takes a large amount of  nerve to w r i te 
tn 1 980 a book that pred 1cts that by 1 985 
the Sov1ets  w 1 1 l  have Invaded Western Europe 
and the French monarchy restored, and then 
tn 1 98 5  wr t te another book abou t how your 
f 1 rst  one has been vindicated : but M.  Font­
brune is clear ly not short of nerve. 

Th 1s book tnc ludes a sec t ion denounc ing 
all the other au thors who he cla ims have 



cashed tn on h 1s  f 1 rst book ( lnclud tng the 
au thor of a fasc tnating-soundtng book ent i t led 
Nostradamus Jam Recipies) and goes on 
to quote I tems from h1s  f 1 rst book that he 
c la 1ms have been fu l f 1 l led. He supresses al l  
the ' World War I l l  by 1 985 '  references but 
tncludes as prophecies mostly those I tems m 
h1s  f 1 rst book relat mg to events already under­
way tn 1 980, such as unrest tn Poland and 
trouble between Iran and Iraq. 

Also of tnterest IS the fact  that he 
reprtnts N ostradamus's mtroduc t 1on to h 1s  
prophec1es, whose absence from the f 1 rst 
book I commented on tn Magonia 1 8. This 
mtroduc t 1on 1s  c learly a problem for Nostra­
damus bel ievers smce 1t descr ibes tn clear 
language a fu ture for Europe that bears no 
relat 1onsh1p to any thtng that ac tual ly  happened. 
Fontbrune however IS equal to the chal lenge. 
He s 1 mple d 1 v1des N ostradamus's narrative 
tnto small  sections, enab l ing h 1m to cla 1m 
that one b 1t  was fu l f i l led by H 1 t ler ,  another 
by Napoleon, and so on, m no part icular 
h 1stoncal order. He also contmues to m isrepre­
sent N ostradamus's interest in  the year 1 792 
by slipptng m a bracketed reference to the 
French monarchy , wh 1ch 1s  not as much 
as htnted at in the ang inal .  He repnn ts the 
prophecy of a great future for V en 1ce around 
1 800 but forgets his usual parade of h 1stoncal 
erud 1 t 1on enough not to ment ion to h1s readers 
that tn  fact  Napoleon ended V enet 1an tndepen­
dence at th1s t 1me.  

Is th1s s 1mply del iberate charlatanry ? 
Presumably that accounts for a large part of 
F ontbrune' s mot1 ves. However , in v iew of his 
mamfest an1mos1 ty  to the French government 
and the European Peace Movement perhaps 
1t belongs part ly  tn the old genre of discover­
ing anc ient prophecies to butress a pol i t ical 
case.  R.S. 

H ESEL TON , Ph i l ip,  G ODDARD, J im my and 
BAINES, Pau l .  Skyways and Landmarks 
Revisited; a re-evaluation of Tony Wedd's 
work on leys and flying saucers. Nor thern 
Ear th Mysteries/Surrey Earth Myster ies 
Groups, 1 985. £ 1 .00, from Phi  l ip Hesel ton, 
1 70 V ictor ia Avenue, Hu J J ,  H U 5  3DY . 

C on t e mporary u f o l og ic a l  spec u l a t ion 
on l inks between geological condit ions and 
UFO phenomena is merely the latest point 
in  a l ine of thought which has perceived 
a close l ink between aerial and ear thly phen­
omenon. This short booklet comes at  an 
apposite moment ,  reminding us as it does 
of some of the very ear l iest attempts to 
l ink UFOs and leys. The core of the booklet 
is a reprint of Tony Wedd's  pamphlet of 
1 96 1  in  which he f irst records his impressions 
of landscape l ines l inked to saucer sight ings; 
and P hi l ip Hesel ton and J immy Goddard's  

subsequent remvest igat ion of Wedd's  data. 
I have no doubt that the stat ist icaJ Jy-minded 
ley-hunter or ufolog ist could chal lenge the 
signif icance of Wedd's landscape geometry,  
and certatnly the ufologist would be quite 
unimpressed by the ind i vidual UFO sightings 
that are pressed into ser vice to support 
the UFO/landscape l ink. 

But this hardl y  matters - I f ind Jeys 
more convincing as art than science ( Wedd 
was an ar tist,  he publ ished a book on design), 
and this booklet  g ives a fasc inat ing insigh t 
into the origins of one of the main currents 
in  contemporary ufolog�eal debate. Cunously,  
I think that whi lst  the ' scient i f ic '  ley hunters 
w i J J  dismiss Wedd ' s  contributions to 'ser ious' 
ufology, the ' sociologicaJ Jy '  inc l ined ufologists 
w i J J  recognise his role as an unacknowledged 
leader of one of the main strands which 
form the ufological legend. J.R. 

DAV IES, Paul. Superforce; the search for 
a Grand Unified Field Theory of Nature. 
London, Heinemann, 1 984. £ 1 2.95. 

A further examination of the fringes 
of cosmology and physics. If indeed the 
whole of the universe can be described, as 
Davies suggests, in terms of a single 'super­
force' ,  it leaves very li ttle room for alleged 
paranormal forces. Certainly, unless the 
alleged facts of psychical research can be 
definitely verified and related mathematically 
to the general corpus of physical theory, it is 
most unlikely that the majority of scientists 
will take much note of them. 

On the other hand, those with a Fortean 
cast of mind will  point out that much of 
this book is curiously unreflective old-fashioned 
natural theology, combined with the belief 
that physics is on the verge of the f inal 
discovery ; and is very reminiscent of the 
physics seen at the turn of the last century. 

Davies equates truth and beauty, without 
e ven conte mplating the probability that 
beauty is cul turally relative. Nowhere is 
the possibility of general cultural influences 
on science discussed ; and the old game goes 
on o

_
f rendering God in one's own image -

in th1s case as the divine mathematician. 
The account of the spontaneous, uncaused 

emergence of space-time out of a dimension­
less void is an interesting modern myth 
which has some similarities with the evolut­
ionary cosmos of the Polynesian creation 
chants.  P. R 

M ICHEL L ,  J ohn. Eccentnc Lives and Peculiar 
Notions. Thames &: Hudson, 1 984. £ 9.95 

In the last few years there have been 
several books about the world of the fr tnge 
sc 1 e n t 1 sts  and· eccentric theonsts. Some 
of these books have shown a tendency to copy 
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f rom each other and rely on secondary sources 
(rather like some of the people they w n te 
abou t) as wel l  as to treat their  characters 
s imply as lunatics paraded for the reader 's  
amusement. 

J ohn M iche J J ' s  book avo1ds these fa i l ings. 
He has much or ig mal matenal on some fasc­
inat mg but l i t t le-know f igures such as Comyns 
Beaumont,  who m the 1 940's not only  proposed 
theones of cosm1c catastrophes m h 1stoncal 
t i mes, but attempted to prove that the 
Bibl ical J erusalem had been s 1 ted at Ed mburgh 
and that Dumbarton was anc 1ent Athens. 

In addi t ion M iche l l  treats h1s subjec ts 
w ith rather more respect than most w n ters 
in this f ield. He shows that many of them, 
f ar from being lunatics, were, when not pro­
posing fr inge theones, people of considerable 
substance.  Beaumont,  for instance, was 
a major F leet S treet f igure, while lgnatius 
Donnel l y ,  f ather both of modern Baconianism 
and Atlantology w as an i mpor tant personal ity 
in late n ineteenth century US pol i t ics. ( A  
surprisingly h igh number o f  people featured 
m this book seem to have comb ined fr inge 
theor ising w i th attempts to set up U topian 
communit ies) . 

This book also makes c lear that the people 
i t  features d id not ex ist in I solation from the 
mainstream of though and Ideas. Lord Mon­
boddo, the eighteenth century judge who 
atempted to prove that apes were members 
of the human race who might be taught 
civ i l ised ways came in for rid icule, but 
the boundary between nature and cul ture 
w as a major top ic m the philosophy of the 
period, and led emment thinkers to take an 
interest in the repor ts of w ildmen and wolf­
children. 

S imi larly,  V Ic tor ian attempts to prove 
the Brit ish the lost tnbes of Israel were 
s imply the most expl ic it  expression of the 
comb mat1on of nationalism and evangel ical 
rel igion that w as a major part of the ideology 
of the penod. 

The attempts of f r mge theonsts to com­
pare themsel ves w i th Pasteur, Gal ileo and 
other scient i f ic f 1gures nd 1culed by the ir 
contemporaries are tiresom, but this book 
does feature one or two f 1gures who, m 
retrospect,  we can judge d i f ferent ly  from the 
way they must have been seen at  the t ime. 
Lord Momboddo ant ic ipated some of the 1deas 
of Darwm. Geof frey Pyke, the World War 1 1  
sc 1ent 1st who bombarded the Br i t 1sh Govern­
ment w 1th plans to build huge sh1ps from 
mixtures of 1ce and wood-shavmgs and to 
sol ve the energy problems of post-w ar Europe 
with pedal powered trams, now seems not a 
stereotyped mad sc ientist,  but a precursor 
of the Al ternat i ve T echnology movement .  

Even as  b 1zarre a f 1gure as  Comyns 

Beaumont antic ipated not merely the better 
known catastrophe theones of Ve l ikovsky,  
but some of  the speculat ions of Hoyle  and 
W ickramsingh regarding comets. By contrast ,  
the chapter on S i r  Franc 1s  Gal ton, the leading 
V Ic tor ian anthropolog ist,  presents us w i th a 
f igure who al though h 1ghly respected in 
h 1s  own l i fet 1me now seems, w 1 th h1s attempts 
to draw up statist ical tables to measure 
women's attrac t i veness and the frequency 
of lying amongst d i f ferent nat ional i t ies, to be 
as we1rd as anyone from the sc ientif iC f r inge. 

Unl ike most other books in this f 1eld,  
th 1s  one has l i t t le to say on contemporary 
f igures l ike Ber l i tz  and von Dan1ken. However 
1t is salutary to note the con trast between 
f r mge f igures of the past, who reached their 
conclusions af ter w 1de reading and sacrif iced 
f r iends, money and even samty  to the task 
of spread ing what they considered vital  
truths; w i th the1r modern equ i valents, -(:opying 
dubious informat ions f rom each other ' s  books 
w i th both eyes on sales f igures. R.S. 

DAV IES, Paul .  God and the New Physics. 
Dent, 1 983.  £ 8.9 5 

In th1s admirable survey of the phi losoph­
Ical and theolog ical unpl ications of the 
latest frontiers m phys1cs and cosmology,  
Oav1es argues that  sc ience of fers a clearer 
route to God than rel ig ion, about which he 
says  some harsh thmgs. Cosmolog ists are now 
search ing for a single mathemat ical for mula 
which w ould explam the or igin of " the uni­
verse, mind and everyth ing" from a quantum 
of f luctuat ion in a di mensional void . 

Davies argues that real 1 ty can be per­
cei ved at  both reduct 10nist and hol lst 1c levels, 
and that the m istakes of c lass1cal dualism 
and ma ter ialism l ie m their f ai lure to appre­
C iate this.  Mind and body are seen not as two 
separate mterat ing ' things ' ,  but two entirely 
d i f ferent concepts, "drawn from dif ferent 
I eve Is m a h ierarchy of descr ipt 10n". In 
par t icular, mind i s  to be regared as the 
h igher level descript ion of the pattern of 
act 1 v 1 ty w 1 thin the brain. 

Many 1deas expressed at the front 1ers 
of modern physics are ex traord inary, such as 
naked smgular i t 1es as inter faces between the 
natural and supernatural .  John Wheeler's 
suggest ion that a present-day obser ver could 
be par t ly  respons ible for organ ising the uni­
verse in the remote past ,  or  navies's conclu­
d mg speculat iOns concerning a hierarchy 
of poss 1ble extraterrestnal agents, cu lrn inat mg 
in a 'supreme mind' - the uni verse as a 
hvmg bemg (how Charles For t would have 
loved that !) . Clearly these represent specul­
at ions 'out on a l i mb' ,  and I am not sure 
that many physicists would w ant to go that 
far. 

Nevertheless it 1s s ignif icant that these 
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spec u l a tiOns are founded on n .amstrearn 
physacs, and are far more a rnagmat ave than 
many of the una mag mata ve and old-fashaoned 
' theor ies' an psychacal research and ufolog,y.  

Add a t aonal speculat aons occur to rne,  
such as : Some physacasts stress the central 
role of self-consc iousness in the organisation 
of the unaverse ; e vents 'crystal ise'  when 
observed. Some anthropologasts stress the 
importance of social interact ion in  the devel­
opment  of sel f-consciousness. Put these 
two princ iples together and you have • • •  ? 

If l i fe  and mind are emergent properties, 
then does human socaety as a whole possess 
'h igher level '  properties, no more accessible 
to ind iv idual human beings than this magazine 
as  accessable to andi vadual neurons ? 

W heeler, Davies and others tend to 
c of"!'lp l a i n  about  ' paranor m al ists' abusing 
thea r  w ork. But if they real ly  take the specula­
t aons such as those in thas book e ven half­
seriousl y  what passable theoretical objection 
have they ,  not only to any number of anomal­
tst ac  experaences ; i f  they don ' t  take them 
sriously , but s imply put them in  to add to 
the exci tment, don ' t  they deserve what 
they get ?  P.R. 

G R OSS, Loren E. UFOs: a history. Vol. 
2, 1949. Arcturus Book Service, 1 983. 
(Available an  UK f rom J ohn Trotter ,  
1 1  L aurel Way, L ondon N 2 0 ,  £ 1 2.00) 

. 
As Gross 's  histories move increasingly  

anto areas already wel l  documented a t  becomes 
more d i f f icul t  to work out just at whom 
they are aimed. The expensi ve r ing-binder 
format is unl ikely to appeal to the casual 
reader, w hi le the presentation lacks the range 
whtch the social  historian would l ike, or 
the depth w hich the physicist interested 
in the ' rea l i ty '  of the phenomenon would 
demand. 

G ross however continues to dig out f ascin­
at ang sidel ines. For example, a medical 
doctor suggested a correlat ion between the 
' f l y ing discs' and pol io outbreaks,  a suggestion 
taken suff ic aently seriously by the authori t ies 
to warrant a statistical analysis. 

Much of this volume is devoted to 'green 
f irebal l s ' ,  now largely a forgotten f acet of 
ufological history. Though off ic ial ly  ascribed 
to meteors, it  is d iff icul t  to resist the notion 
that they were the product of var tous mi l i tary 
tests. Some of the cases given here are, if 
accurately repor ted, very resistant to con­
vent ional explanations. P.R. 

C L A R I E ,  Thomas  C .  Occult/Paranormal 
Babhography : an annotated l ist of books 
published 10 English, 1 976 through 1 98 1 �  
Scarecrow P ress, 1 984 .  £ 4 2.00. 

Th1s as a rnass 1ve cor r �p 1 lat 1on ( 500 pp.) 
l a stmg 1 � 1 4  a te l l 1 S  m au thor order , w a th 
t l 1e great r 1 1ajor a ty ut t l l a te n ;s annotated, 
and w 1 th au thor , t r t le and subjec t mdexes. The 
annotat aons a 1 1 1 1  to g a ve an ano acat aon of the 
books' contents and quotes frorn rev 1ews, 
ch1ef ly  fron • Fate or the standard An.er acan 
rev1ew sources, Cho1ce and L 1brary Journal . 
l te rns  w hach the corr .p t ler cons1ders to be 
n .ajor contr abut 1ons to the t aeld are g aven 
three aster asks ;  valuable but lesser con tr ab­
ut lons rece 1ve one aster isk. Thas grad ang IS  
largely  for the gu1dance of reference l 1brar aans 

There I S  no doubt tha t thas compt lat 1on 
w a l l  be of great benef i t  to fu ture soctal 
ht stor aans, w 1 th a strong background know ledge 
m at least sorne of the subjects, seek ang to 
chart the spread of occul t  l a terature. It 
would also be of value to the col lector or 
researcher an  any of the f 1elds covered 1 f  t ts  
pr ace was more real 1st ac.  

However, g a ven the pr ace (whtch must, 
an par t at least ,  be due to currency exchange 
rates beyond the pub l a shers control) the only 
ser aous potent aal  customer an Br a taan w 1 l l  be 
l abraraes, and as a reference tool for non­
spec aal ast  l abrar aes 1t possesses a ser ies of 
shor tcom angs. 

lt as  obvaous that the book w as comp1 led 
as a resu l t  of a ' traw l a ng operation ' ,  and that 
V I rtua l l y  every th ang appearang an b ab l lographaes 
or pub l ashers catalogues as 'occu l t/paranor mal'  
was ancluded. Scholar ly  works on med iaeval 
w a tchcraf t ,  technacal treatases on parapsych­
ology , sectar aan occul t  l i terature, popular 
parapsychology and reams of rubb ash jostle 
uneas a l y  together. A s azeable propor t aon 
of the l a terature seems to consast of juvenale 
works of neg l agable mer a t ,  wr a tten by a var aety 
of ' an-house' hacks. 

The b ab l lography re inforces the tendent­
aous 'connect aon' between parapsychology and 
anomallsts on the one hand, and a variety of 
occul t  theologaes on the other. 

I t  as obv1ous that no one person could 
have detai led know ledge or an terest an such 
a var aety of f ae lds. Thus C laraes' agnorance 

ot what IS  or I S  not a mportant m ufology 
as al l  too clear : for example, Hendry 's  UFO 
Handbook recea ves seventeen l i nes, whi le 
the 

. 
execrable UFO Guidebook is  granted 

26 l anes, and Clar ie berates rev1ewers who 
rubb1shed it .  

Br it ish l ibrar ians should 
Bra t1sh books do not receive 
also h1ghly probable that 
l isted here w i l l  be qu1te 
Br a tain - though few of the 
be missed. 

note that many 
annotat ions. I t  is 
many of 1 tems 
unobtainable in  

unobtainable wi l l  

Though C larie declared his intent ion of  
producing main ly  informat ive rather than 
evaluat i ve annotat ions, he has on a number of 
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oCCi.ISS I Oi l!> al><.II IOOI ICO th1s pol 1cy. He g 1 ves 
tyr tcdl praase to Lds taneda (who gets three fu l l  
pa�es) , wh a le h 1 s  cor r 1 n eents on  H anse l l ' s  
ESP and Parapsychology; a cra t1cal evaluation 
cons1st of f our teen l tnes of descr apt 1on and 24 
of unanf or rnatlve 'cr a t 1c asm' .  The leng th of 
annota t ion, nor the nu mber and ex tent of 
rev1ews c t ted, see n 1s to have no relat ton to 
the unpor tance of the books under consider­
at ion. Ruper t F urneaux ' s  The Tungus Event,  
a potboa ler of no great mer a t ,  f?,ets 35  l anes; 
Gourlay 's  The G reat Lakes Traangle gets 32,  
and so on.  Many of the annota t ions are far 
too long, especaa l ly  as nea ther the au thor , 
edt tor or typeset ter seems to have heard of 
the paragraph. 

Far to many of the revaews quoted are 
anonymous - not n 1uch use m subjects where 
the rev tewers anterests and b aases must be 
known to evaluate the revaews. In  some 
cases the revtewer I S  obv aouslt as daf t as 
the book, such as the anonymous hack who 
desc r a bed K raspedon' s  My Contact w ith 
Flying Saucers as 'seraous and scholar l y ' .  

Many l lbrar aans w a l l  s amply  go by the 
aster tsk codes, and a pretty odd choace they 
make - sangle stars to over-hyped nonsense 
l ake von D. and the Amityv a l le ' horror ' ,  
a barmy book o n  Noah 's  Ark, and tr aple 
stars for Castaneda's novels. Trtple stars 
also for the eccentrac Secret of Atlantis 
by Otto Muck, who argues that an Atlan t ac 
Atlantis  was blown up by an asteroad which 
caused Noah's  f lood. Two anony mous revtewers 
boost a t ,  and Clarae g 1ves as a page of annot­
at ion. 

G a ven these shortcomangs, and the prace, 
really cannot recommend thas book to 

any except spec aalist l ibrar aes. A pity ,  because 
it as  by no means uninterestang .  So long 
as publ ic l ibraraes an th1s country remaan 
constraaned by rate-capping polic ies, I real ly 
feel that Scarecrow are wast ang thear  t a me 
I m p o r t ing expens a ve ,  A m e r acan-or a e n ted 
b a b l aograp h a e s .  P.R. 

LONG , Barry.  The Ortgins of Man and the 
Unaverse: the Myth that came to ltfe. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul ,  1 984. £ 6.95  

" Read on • . •  Don't  t ry  to understand • . •  
There I S  noth ang to prove." S a mply take 
the author ' s  adv 1ce and "let the words wash 
through you and over you", ancj you w 1 l l  have 
a consc1ousness-ra1s ang exper aence. At least 
you w a l l  1f you are anto th1s sor t of thmg. If 
not, then l ake me you probably won ' t  be able 
to make much sense out of 1t. For example, 
do you know what the UFOs are up to?  They 
are usang up the past. There are not so rnany 
of them around these days because they have 
run ou t of past.  Th1s operat aon was necessary 
because "Too much past was accumulat ing 

and chok 1ng the psycht:'' . 1 here IS a lot 
t a aore ot that sor t of th1ng but we are not 
supposed to take a t  l t teral ty .  How we are 
supposed to take 1t, I have no Idea. J . H .  

L E  SHAN , Lawrence. From New ton t o  ESP ; 
Parapsychology and the Chal lenge of 
Modern Sc1ence. Turns tone Press, \\' el l lng­
borough, l n4 .  0.95 

Can the a l leged phenomena of parapsych­
ology be reconc a led w t th modern sc aent a f 1c 
t n s t g h t s and theor aes ? L aw rence LeShan 
bel 1eves that they can and he attempts to 
show tha t ps1 phenomena can be accepted 1n a 
way that does not contrad ict current sc 1en t 1 f 1c 
theor aes. 

He approaches the problen 1 by d a v admg 
human percep t 1ons tnto nor mal percep tions 
( Type A) and paranor rnal percep t ions ( Type �). 
He says that Type � percept ions do not 
mvolve the senses. both k mds of pcrcept1on 
are r 1 1yster aous. In nor mal percept 1on the gap 
m our know ledge "concerns how the changes 
an  our bra1n brought about my sensory st imul­
at ion were changed 1nto consc 1ous exper aence." 
In paranor n 1al percept ion the question 1 s :  
"How does the  mf orr 1 1at 1on get  t rorn the 
or aganal source to consc aousness ?" 

LeShan asserts that both probkr r .s are 
equal ly myster aous. However,  the quest 1on 
of how changes m our brams caused by 
sensory anput g ave r a se to consc aous exper aence 
I S  not general ly  recognased as be1ng a sc len t­
a f ac quest aon but a pha losoph1cal one. As for 
Type B percept aons, 1 1 10St sc 1ent asts would 
argue that anformat aon cannot enter the 
human braan except through the senses. 

Are Type � percep taons what they appear 
to be ? That as, does the human 1 1 1 1nd rece ave 
anformatlon an some myster aous, non-phys1cal 
manner ? The au thor seems unw 1 l l 1ng to get 
to graps w a th thts quest aon but mstead engages 
an lengthy d ascuss 10ns about the nature of con­
sc iousness, and about ' meanangful  behav iour ' .  

One of  h a s  arguments as to  the  effect  
that  whereas bodaes occupy space, consc ious­
ness does not,  so at a s  not mean ingful to talk 
of consc aousness as be mg an  a par t acu lar 
p lace.  If we understand thas argument we w a l l  
n o  longer tend t o  thtnk o f  p s a  phenomena as 
beang a mposs abte. The problem w 1 th th1s 
argument as that w hen we cons1der al leged 
psa phenomena we are no concerned about 
consc iousness, but about how mfor mat 1on 
gets from one place to another apparently 
w a thout any physacal  process be 1ng mvol ved 
an ats transference. 

Al though LeShan has attempted an th1s 
book to g ave to parapsychology what 1 t  so 
obvaously l acks - a sound pht losoph1cal bas as  -
I do not feel that he has succeeded. J . H .  
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T H E  IN TER ESTS o f  our f ield are not espec­
ia l ly  served by the invent ion of ungainly 
neologisms, and anyone w ho has tr ied to 
come to grips w i th the complex i t ies of def in­
i t ions of ' true ' ,  ' rea l ' ,  'pre ' ,  'exotic ' U F Os 
etc .  w i l l  be only too aware of the p itfa l ls  
invol ved. 

Can I be the only  person w ho does not 
think that, for example, ' Oz F ac tor' is  a 
s u i  table substi tute for 'enchantment ' ,  or 
that in the updat ing a vast dep th of meaning 
is lost ? If we star t talking of enchant ment 
(or the French ter m ' starstruck ' )  and rad ical 
mispercep tions i t  is obvious that w e  are 
deal ing w i th a weal th of experiences, of 
w hich those classed as ufological or para­
normal are amongst the most insignif icant.  
Be that as i t  may, when we have accounts 
of people enchanted by the moon or the 
' lone star in  the sky '  to the point w here 
they become awsome spaceships, i t  is  surely  
to ar t and l i terature that  we must turn, 
know ing that w e  are deal ing w i th V an Gogh' s  
s k y  rather than E instein 's  space. 

On the topic of 
the Moon , the 
be of interest: 

* * * * * 

radical misperceptions of 
fol low ing quotations may 

Tite Moon i tself, as big as a l i t tle house 
and as round as a ball,  shining like ye llow 
silve r . . .  stood on the grass, down on the 
very grass. I could see no thing else for the 
very brightness of it .  And as I stared and 
wondered a door opened in the side of i t  
near the ground, and a curious li t t le old 
man looked out and said : "Come along Narmy, 
my lady wants you, we 've come to · fe tch 
you". I wasn ' t  a bit frigh tened. I wen t up 
to the beautiful bright thing, and the old 
man he ld down his hand, and I took hold 
of it and gave a jump, and he gave me a 
lift, and I was inside the M oon. And wha t 
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do you think it was like ? It was such a pre t t y  
l i t tle house, w i th blue windows and white 
curtains ! At one of the windows sa t a beaut­
iful lady with her head leaning on her hand, 
looking out . . • The l i t t le man closed the 
door and began to pul l  at a rope which hung 
behind it . • • and the Moon wen t  up into 
the sky once more like an old-fashioned 
l ift. [G eorge Mac Donald's At the Back of 
the North Wfnd, ( 1 8 71))  

Or look at th is  descript ion by a 17  -year-old 
g ir l :  

A cold shaft o f  moonlight was shining 
across the foot of my bed. It was a wesomely 
lonely. The Moon seemed to be sending a 
message to me, it had even woken me up 
with i ts l igh t,  had forced me to ge t ou t 
and s tare at i t .  A l though I was a lone in 
the room, I fel t  I was the only l i ving body 
on earth. There appeared to be a po wer 
in the M oon leaving me wondering at i ts 
melancholy pureness. Its c larity filled me 
with dread ; it  see m ed to peer right through, 
ye t I could not grasp the message it  was 
giving me. [M ichae l  Pa t tard, lnglorfou:J Word-
3worths; a 3tudy of 30me transcendental 
ezperfence3 fn childhood and adole3cence, 
Hodder, 1 9 73} 

I have always  fe l t  that J ohn Kee l ' s  sk i l l s  
as a wr i ter have been underestimated, and 
compared w i th the average b lood and guts 
horror story of the Frank H erbert/S tephen 
K i ng g e n re ,  Mothman Prophecies (w hich 
would have made an exce l lent f i l m) is a 
m asterpiece of understated terror. Much 
of i ts power rests i n  its roots in  real folklore, 
and that source ' s  ref lec t ions of powerlessness, 
fut i l i ty ,  fa i led dreams and inab i l i ty to com­
municate. 

Thus the fall of the S i l ver  Br idge symbol­
ises the f ai lure of all br idges of commun icat­
Ion and understanding. The sense of fut i l i ty 
is compounded by the way in which ' Mr 
Apol'  and the other communicators ' f ade 
away ' ,  and Keel laconica l ly  repor ts the fai lure 
of the marriages of two of h is  central sub­
j e c t s .  Point Pleasant (an ex traord inar i l y  
ironic name) becomes a symbo l  of a l l  smal l­
town A mer ica, threatened by the bare ly  
understood changes of the mid 60' s. Mothman 
i tself is a brood mg presence of nameless 
dread, a sort of preternatural vu l ture, l ike 
the "w icked b ird of prey feed ing on breadcrurn­
b s ins" m Bob Dylan's G od s  o f  Eden. 

K e e l ' s  g e n e r a l  In te l lec tual argumen t  
i s ,  i f  I understand it  correc t l y ,  tha t humam ty 
is f al len under the dom mance of cul tural 
artifacts such as be l ief systems whtch masqu­
erade as absol ute truths. 


