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LET US begin by apologising for the delayed 
appearance, and slightly shorter format, of 
this issue of Magonia, due to the chaos and 
trauma of moving house. Please note our 
new - and highly significant - address. Whether 
the spirit of England's greatest mystic (or 
btggest fraud, depending on your point of 
view - Magonia, as always, prefers to be 
charitable), from the site of who's house the 
magazine is now published, will have any 
effect on the journal remains to be seen. 
For the moment we urge correspondents 
and exchange magazines to amend their 
address files as soon as possible to avoid 
causing any problems for the entirely guiltless 
family now living in Alric Avenue. I mean, 
how would you like it if the postman kept 
putting unsolicited UFO magazines through 
your letterbox? - the nudges, the winks, the 
knowing looks from the neighbours? Intolerable 
for any sensitive soul� 

* * * * 

APOLOGIES are offered to both D. Scott 
Rogo and Paul Eno for the suggestion that 
the latter was the alter ego of the former, 
made in our 'Journals Review' column in the 
last issue. We are pleased to confirm that Paul 
Eno exists very much in his own right; and 
although Scott Rogo does sometimes contribute 
to Fate magazine under a nom-de-plume, it is 
not that of 'Paul Eno'. Our thanks, also, for 
f o r  t h e i r  forbearance. 
Paul, whilst correcting 
our facts, asks for our sub­
s c r i p t i on de t a i Is ; and 
Se o t  t Rogo sends his 
correction in an envelope 
charmingly franked with 
two USA 'Love' stamps 
(right). Maybe the Royal 
Mail could issue a 'Sorry' 
stamp? 

WVE: 

La. · 
-:a1 

OUR slightly shorter size this issue means 
that we are without some of our usual columns. 
However Peter Rogerson, Nigel Watson, 
and the Amazing Mr. Rune will be back soon. 
We hope for the next issue you will have a 
little less to wait and a little more to read. 
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Just when you thought it was safe to bring your car out of the garage . . •  the 
Phantom Hitch-Hiker is back on the road again. And this footloose, footweary 
spectral traveller of the world's highways is still going through the timeless 
routine of hitching rides from unsuspecting motorists - by preference friends 
of the narrator's friends - and vanishing with the same spectral ease that foaf­
lorists everywhere have come to expect. So blase has this repetitin left us 
that yet another article on the theme may leave us close to the proverbial 
feat of supplying fossil fuel to Newcastle; yet there is one aspect of the Hitch­
Htker which merits a moments pause. For in the constant effort to modernise, 
to keep pace with fresh travel developments and opportunities, he/she/it has 
learned to use public transport. 

THE 
HITCH-HIKER 

ON PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

MICHAEL GOSS 

HlTCH-Htker legends are still handled accord­
tng to the model promoted by Rtchard K .  
Beardsley and Rosal1e Hankey, whose Cali­
fornia Folklore Quarterly paper not only 
brought the w1de d1str1button of th1s lttnerant 
road ghost to the attention of other collect­
ors, but also brought it to heel - in the sense 
that the four main versions of the legend 
defined by them provided a workable means 
of classifying each fresh example as it occur­
red [I]. (For readers new to the game, these 
variants were: Version A - the Hitch-Hiker 
identified as the spirit of a deceased road 
accident victim who haunts the scene of 
her demise and usually on the anniversary 
of that terminal event; Version B - the Hitch­
Hiker, who may well be an old woman or 
a nun, vanishes after uttenng some sort 
of prophecy ; Version C - another deceased 
girl, often encountered at a dance or bar, 
who borrows some article of clothing from 
the 'witness' which he later retrieves from 
her grave; and Version D - the Hitch-Hiker 
is a dei!y, e.g. the Hawaiian goddess Pele). 
The popularity and logicality of this classificat­
ion scheme doesn't prevent researchers from 
realigning material to demonstrate other 
common patterns or submotifs, however. 
As just hinted, a new or new-ish category 
looks at the way in which the Hitch-Hiker 
eschews the normal privately-owned vehicle 
and boards a public one - a bus or taxi. 

Unless ghosts are endowed with either a 
spiritual indemmty from fare paying or a 
spectral season ticket, these excursions 
on public transport seem to imply that, 
technically speaking, the beings concerned 
are not true hitch-hikers. The whole potnt 
of thumbing a ride, as many would agree, 
is that you aren't going to pay for it; whereas 
these ghost appear quite willing (again, tech­
ntcally speaktng) to conform to custom by 
handing over their cash. In practise, as we 
are about to discover, they frequently find 
ways to avoid this expense - ways that would 
leave human free-riders dumb with envy, 
if not with disbelief. Additionally, folklorists 
percieve too many points of uniformity be­
tween these yarns and the more typical 
Hitch-Hikers to allow the motif to set up 
as an independent story. Rather, the Phantom 
Hitch-Hiker on Public Transport is a variant 
form and moreover one which could have 
been predicted. the viriity, relevance and 
continued popularity of the tale as a whole 
depends on its ability to update certain de­
tails, one technique of which is to portray 
the Hitch-Hiker travelling by means of the 
most common (and credible) kind of transport 
pertaing to the age and culture aginst which 
the story is set. Hence, the bus or taxi is 
a perfectly legitimate ploy. 



I was reminded of th is  thanks to a cutt ing 
from the Sunday Express of 1 6 th February 
1 986 (p . 2) forwarded to me by Bob R ickard 
of F or tean Times. Now the Sunday Express 
has a decided fond ness f or the Hitch-Hiker,  
chronic l i ng h is or her latest stoppi ng-off 
points wheresoever on the g lobe they may 
occur ; i n  the space of jus t  seven weeks 
in 1 979, f or example, it gave us two near ­
class ic spec i mens : the adventure o f  Roy 
F u l  t o n  ou t s ide Dunstable being upstaged 
by m ot orcycle cop Mahmood Al i ' s  confrontat­
ion w ith the vengeful  sp i r i t  of the beaut iful  
Nessera Begum at Peshawar,  Pak istan. Conti n­
U ing i ts  trad ition of pick i ng up m ore Hitch­
Hikers than are dreamed of by the average 
f oaf lor ist (or motorist) ,  the Express now 
had this  l itt le gem to unleash on its readers : 

GIRL GHOST ENDS LAST BUS TRIP 

Taoper: A Taiwan bus company near Tainan, 200 m iles 

south of Taipe1, has been forced t o  cancel the e vemng 

run to an isolated v i l lage because of a ghost. Passing 

through tall, shadowy, sugarcane fields, the driver picked 

up a young girl passenger, but by the time the bus 

journey ended the girl had van1shed. The company's 

other frightened drivers insisted a Tao1st priest exorcise 

the haunted vehiCle be fore it w as used aga in. 

C o n noi sseurs of the Phantom wi l l  
rel ish th i s  latest add i t ion to  the  canon. Not 
only because i t  is always p leasant to be 
able to mark up a new locale among the 
al ready d iverse setti ngs regis tered for the 
story ,  but because it has cer ta in  elements 
which, w ithout being absolutely u nique, help 
1t  to  escape the overa l l  s tereotypi ng that 
usual ly accompanies the Hitch-Htker narrative. 
The carefu l ,  sl ightly ar t i f ic ia l  scene-setting 

'an isolated vi l lage • • •  tal l ,  shadowy sugar 
cane f ields '  - creates a sor t  of ' Or iental ised 
Goth ic ' ef fect which subsumes c laustrophob ia  
and menace ; unl ike m ost Hitch-Hiker venues 
is ,  say , the U ni ted S tates or Br itain,  the 
i nc idents is p laced away f r om crowded c iv i l ­
isation i n  the night -time haunts of  a l l  i magin­
able k i nds of i nhuman f orces and beings. 
Malaysian stor ies are also r ich  i n  'w i lder ness' 
sett ings ; a lonely strip of road through dense 
forest is the most  l ikely p lace f or a dr iver 
to  be thumbed down by a Hitch-Hiker • • •  and 
she may easi ly  tur n out to be a langsuyar 
or vampire spir i t .  The f i nal note abou t  the 
Taoist ex orcism is another nice or iental izi ng 
touch .  

But  the very fact that  the  ghost 
has created work f or Taoist exorcists is 
a clue to the fact that the Hitch-Hiker 
has taken on a f resh rol e :  i t  is now an agent 
of local ised hysteria. F ormerly  its i mpact 
was conf i ned to one person, namely the 
motorist-hero who stops for the girl  a t  the 
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roadside. The shock element,  the hero's 
real isat ion that she is no girl  at a l l  but 
a super natural be 1ng ,  may be imp l ic i t  1n 
these more typical stor ies - we would natural­
ly expect the hero to  be ' shaken up ' ,  even 
i f  the narrator omits to infor m us of  as 
much - or over t ,  as when we hear that he 
t ook to his bed soon afterwards w ith a h igh 
fever, went i nsane,  d ied . • •  or al l  three. 
(A common fate f or victims in Beards ley 
and Hankey ' s  Version C tales, inc identa l ly ,  
and v i r tual ly  i nescapable i f  you meet  a lang­
suyar.) But that 1s the personal fate of a 
single person; the Httch-Hiker presents no 
threat to the community en masse. The 
Taiwanese case is one of several recent 
stor ies to depart f r om this comfor tab le ethos.  
Here we read of a fear that severs a [ vttal ?]  
c o m muntcat ions l i nk between Tai nan and 
the ' isolated v i l lage' once night descends: 
a situation which  conjures f orth J im Corbet t ' s  
remarks about the  siege-mental i ty that gr ip­
ped I ndian j u ngle settlements when a man­
eati ng t iger was on the prow l .  

The malevolent,  dtsrupttve Inf luence 
of the ghost seems to me a fa ir ly  modern or 
novel feature of Hitch-Hiker stor ies. It has 
surfaced a few t i mes in European examples, 
usua l ly  tak i ng the form of some statement 
suggest ing that a species of local ised hyster ta  
is r i fe ,  corroborated by a l legat ions that motor­
ists have been  panicked i nto  acts o f  danger ous 
dr iv ing .  At Gr iefnau, Germany in 1 973, a police 
ch ief was said t o  have i mposed a ban (and £ 200 
f i ne) on spread i ng the story of an om1 nous 
old lady in b lack - one of the prophecy-and­
vanish school - who made one w itness al most 
swerve i nto  an  approach ing vehic le and ter r i f ­
ied parents into keep i ng the1r  chi ldren of f 
the r oad regardless of whether i t  was night 
or day . Better sti l l ,  the young male Hitch­
Hiker whose prophetic powers were l im i ted 
to an  announcement of the Sec ond Coming 
a l l eged l y  i nsp ired dr ivers at Ekenassj on, 
sou thern Sweden to "speed down the road wi th­
out stopp ing f or traf ic s ignals,  police said .  
Or they go m i les out of their  way to avo1d 
what they call the ghost' s favour ite cross­
r oads for h itch ing a l i f t". (Guardian 31 October 
1 980, but papers from the USA to Japan 
earned the same s tory ,  presumably as a 
Hal l owe'en f i l ler) . It w i l l  be i ntrigu t ng to see 
i f  th is submot 1 f  of Hitch-Hiker Menaces 
Commu nity - always a remote c om munity,  not­
ice� - undergoes any fur ther development.  

The T a i w a nese Hi tch-Hiker ' s  trend 
towards pub lic transport cannot be seen 
as a total ly  moder nist or moderniz ing piece of 
i n novation. In their  or ig inal 1 942  paper Beard­
s ley  and Hankey give an undated version from 
Du Quoin,  I l l i nois where two lads br inging 
a bus f r om one town  to another through a rain­
storm stop to p ick up a g i r l  in white ;  she 
vanishes rout inely af ter letti ng s l ip her address 
which they subsequently vis it (a lso rout inely) 
t o  lear n that she has been k i l led in  a car­
crash f our years previous. (In fact the bus is 
about the only or ig inal feature i n  this yar n) .  
More i ngenious is the tale sent t o  me b y  Paul 
Screeton in response to my appeal for Hi tch­
Hiker mater ial a few years back [2]. The g i r l ­
ghost f lagged dow n  a U nited bus  dr iven by a 
Mr Weatheral l at a p lace cal led P i t t ington 
End near Haswel l  P lough, Co. Durham, request­
i ng to be dropped at Sherbur n Hi l l  and apol og­
is ing f or the fact that she'd no money to pay 
her fare.  Mr Weatherall reasoned that the 
young lady had been "put out" of a car (by a 
f rustra ted boyf r iend ?) and took pity on her 
penni less p l ight - a char i table act i l l -repaid,  
when he f ound the passenger had vacated the 
moving bus. N ot surpr is ingly the terr i f ied man 
was g lad when other people got on short ly  
afterwards. I t ' s  i nterest ing to read that 
al though the w i t ness c la imed t o  have heard a 
story about  a g i r l  who had d ied in a trag 1c  
acc ident in  thts area, the pol ice could not 
conf i rm the rumour • • .  nor for that matter,  had 
they prev iously heard anything about this 
Phantom Hitch-Hiker. 

Another ghostly passenger who travels 
f ree of charge is an old lady dressed in a dark 
grey c loak : an appar i tton seemingly less 
p lace-bound than the average spectre, accord­
ing to  Jack Hal lam's  descr tpt ion of her act iv it­
ies [3]. Perhaps bored w i th her perambulations 
around the ru 1 ns of Ox ney Court  overlook ing 
S t  Margaret ' s  Bay near Dover,  she has been 
know n to  venture ou t onto the Deal road where 
she was once picked up by a double-decker . 
In a novel var iant upon the mundane techn1ques 
of fare-evas 10n, she went upstairs and vanished 
before the conductor could col lect her money . 

But in the nex t speci men the phantom 
spurns such paltry behaviour ; she vanishes , 
of course, but not before hand i ng over her fare 
wh 1ch (as Steve Moore pondered when passing 
the relevant c l ipp ing on to me) may disappoint 
pur ists . This shor t i tem is f rom S ingapore 's  
Straits Times of 22 May 1956 and another ex­
ample of Hiker Hysteria.  Malay women in 
Kampong Mah mud iah and Jalan Mariamah 
(Johore Bahru) are supposed to have culti vated 
the hab i t  of lock ing thei r  doors every eveni ng 
at 7 p . m .  f or fear of a supposed ghost ,  a very 
beau t 1 fu l  female who used s trong perfume. 
She was seen (and very l ikely smel led) boarding 
a bus f r om the tow n  centre ,  buy ing a ticket ,  

tak ing a seat . • .  but somewhere near the Mal  ay 
graveyard en r oute f or Kampong Mahmudiah 
she d isappeared . Easter n stor ies are highly 
prone to  ment ioni ng graveyards a Hitch-Hiker 
embarkation or d isembarkation poi nts a 
rather theatr ical element which is meant to 
arouse the readers ' / l isteners '  sense of unease 
and prepare h im f or the supernatural denou­
ment - and general ly  assigned to the 'C '  
var iants of  Beardsley and Hankey. Pol ice 
spokesmen, whom f olk lor ists  regard as ' author­
ity f igures' invoked to i nject a spec ious cred­
ib i l i ty i nto urban legends are apparently 
available in Easter n c l imes also, but the 
quoted comments which end the art icle make it 
p lain that there was no of f ic ial cognisance of 
these d isturbances. The reference to a per ­
fumed , vanish ing spectre b r ings to m ind 
a Malaysian case test i f ied to by Weekend read­
er Cedric Davidson-Acres, who clai med to have 
encountered his s i lent, frangipani -scented and 
needless to add d isappear ing Hitch-Hiker 
amidst the f orested r oads to Kedah Br idge [4]. 

But when the Phantom Hi tch-Hiker 
travels by pub l ic transport, i t  is  more usual ly 
by tax i .  Ig nor i ng c i tat ions of tax i dr ivers 
duped by Gary (Ind iana ' s) celebrated C l ine 
Avenue Ghost [ 5] ,  ear ly cases inc lude Beard­
sley and Hankey ' s  two prophetic nuns-i n-cabs 
(Case 1 8 : Chicago 1 94 1 ; Case 1 9 : San Fran­
cisco 1 94 2) ,  both of whome were ' ident i f ied ' 
when dropped at their respective convents ; 
the the SF vers ion the dr iver identif ies his 
erstwhi le passe nger from a l i fe-size statue 
of the V irg in  Mary • ("Af ter the sister exp lain­
ed the identi ty of the statue, he went to  
the pol ice-station to check his sanity". Where 
else would you go to  check your s a n i t y ?) .  The 
same f olk lor ists '  Example 33  of fers an undated 
Wash ington var iant in which  a deceased w oman 
travels home by tax i every anniversary of her 
death - leaving her bereaved husband to answer 
the dr iver ' s  r i ng at the doorbel l ,  relate the 
har row i ng story . • .  and pay the f are as wel l .  
i n  1 94 1  Haru o  Aoki  heard a s imi lar tale 
f rom a Gu ntaku Cab Company emp l oyee, the 
scene this t ime being the Korean city of 
Kunsan [6]. The dr iver has to pick up a cashless 
g i r l  at the municipal cremator ium - hmm � sus­
picious in itself - and takes her to a (named) 
hardware store,  i nto which she goes on the 
understand ing that she w i l l  reappear shor t ly 
w i th the fare f or her tr ip . "Because Mr 
Shimo had kept a store at the same local ity 
f or many years and was a respected c itizen, 
the dr iver waited outside without any m is­
giv ings" • • •  u nt i l  h is  patience frays at  the g i r l ' s  
fai lure t o  come back . On k nocki ng at  the 
door the hero suf fers the doom of a typical 
Version C w i t ness : there is a sob-story from 
the bereaved m other and the indent i f icat ion of 
the absconded fare f r om a p ic ture of the 
deceased upon the wal l .  Oh yes, and the dr iver 



d tes (of shock?) not long afterwards. 
The i nference is that the Kunsan 

story was an American import to K orea and 
this may also account f or the 'Nightwalker of 
Nago' , another tax i hailing Httch-Htker repre­
sented i n  a spate of cabbie stones from 
aroun Neha, Okinawa i n  the early 1 960s [7]. 
The Nightwalker , a woman in her twenties, 
w ith c l ose-cropped hair and b lack slacks, 
always appeared on a m ounta in  road between 
the US Mar i nes'  Camp Schwab and the fishing 
v i l lage of N ago, to which she asked to be 
taken.  According to several taxi-dr ivers (who 
are, f or once, named) she said noth i ng else 
before vanishing in the approved myster ious 
manner .  As such it is one of those oddly 
tru ncated Hitch-Hiker stories i n  which the 
phantom simply appears and then  d isappears -
a purposeless procedure which is anathema 
to her folklore relatives, who value their 
identity enough to give drivers sufficient 
clues l ike addresses f or them to discover it in 
due course. There i s  no indication  of her 
motive beyond that : no c onnection with 
a tragic accident, no identif ication-data and,  
unf ortunately,  no  hint that the researcher 
tried to chal lenge the assumption that the tale 
was m ore than another piece of relocated 
folk lore.  

On a more comic level is another 
Malaysian example courtesy of Steve Moore 
and Bob Rickard yet again [8]. Before the 
scented ghost of J ohore Bahru had time 
to leave footpr i nts (or tyre-marks) a 64-year­
old 'driver' named Lam Huat of Kuala Kangsar 
was enter i ng into a financ ial transaction of a 
very u nf ruitful k i nd w ith a lovely young 
woman who wanted to be taken to a spot near 
the - wait f or it : - H okkien cemetary ,  to 
which end she hoped to hire his tr is haw ; an 
ethnic equivalent of the taxis we have been 
considering. Lam,  who'd been sitt ing on the 
kerb w ishing he had just a few cents for a 
cup of tea, didn 't  thi nk it odd that the g i r l  
weighed so l ittle and when the  mi le-long 
jour ney to the cemetary gate was over he 
g ladly pocketed the two dol lar-notes she gave 
to h i m .  Pedal l i ng back to tow n scarce able to 
believe his luck , old Lam exa m i ned the cash. 
H orror of horrors - shades of faerie gold - the 
two notes were burnt scraps of paper, crumbled 
ashes : The Straits Times r e p o r t e r  o b s e r ved 
that Lam tremb led as he disp layed them .  Per­
haps he should have expected noth t ng better ,  
stnce Steve Moore pointed out to me  that the 
burned paper obviously demonstrates that the 
ghost had paid Lam in 'spirit m oney', or cash 
burnt at some Easter n funeral r ites to make it 
servicab le for the dead . Even so, it seems a 
shabby trick to p lay on an elder ly  tr ishaw-man, 
who c ould hardly offer the charred b its of 
paper i n  payment for his cup of tea. 
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A great part of the Httch-Htker ' s  

char m i s  the way  in which each rew ork t ng of 
the story is told in a char mtngly artless way 
which suggests that nothing like it has ever 
been spoken nor heard anywhere, anyttme 
before. Let's c lose w tth a 'Repert from the 
Readers' contr tbution in Fate, D e c e m b e r  1 983,  
which possesses this endearing quality . The 
Fate reader was Swar nakamal Bhattacharyya of 
Parangas, West Bengal and the narrative which 
he found in a local paper dated 2 1  Apr i l  for 
the preceeding year is my first c lue that the 
Phantom Hitch-Hiker has thumbed a ride as far 
as I ndia. 

The Hiker - this time a tal l ,  robust 
man in khak i unifor m - was w ont to hail a taxi 
after midnight and occupy the back seat, f rom 
whence he whispered to the driver, "N othing to 
fear". Which was extremely debatable,  since 
the m oment that the tax i s lowed to round a 
bend near the Calcutta Racecourse the man at 
the wheel would notice the backdoor openi ng 
"and the phantom would s l ip out and disappear" 
(Why? He could have vanished just as easily 
and more spectacularly f rom where he was. 
Why did he need to alight before dot ng it? 
Oh , never mind) .  

Detectives [s ic] d idn 't  wax enthusiastic 
when they received the first report of the kind; 
it was only when 'tw o  or three' other tax i ­
drivers comp la tned o f  identical -soundtng misad­
ventures that they took to the trat l  and for 
Jack of clues among the liv ing ' shifted the tr 
attention to the land of the dead ' .  It was 
recal led by ' an old experienced officer ' that an 
I nspector of Armed P olice had been kil led on 
the spot where the ghost was reported to watt 
for a l i ft and,  wonder of w onders, his descript­
ion tal l ied with that reassuring cab-hailer. 

At this juncture the writer refers to the 
Hindu tradition that the soul s of accident 
fatalities 'suffer terrib ly  in the other world 
and the detective recom mended the perfor­
mance of religious r ites to ensure the sal vation 
of the aff licted soul ' .  Would that our pol tce • • .  

So far Swar nakamal Bhattacharyya had 
done a good job in tel l ing a quite conventiona l 
Hitch-Hiker story with a sprinkling of improvis­
ations - the driver ' s  observation of the cab 
door opentng is unusual ,  although there is 
something l tke it in one of the U nt ondale, 
South Africa tales. But h is  conc lusion showed 
a nice disregard for folk lore tenets, where 
hitch-Hiker victims are traditional ly  anonymous 
and not availab le  for further comment: he 
f lourished a named person who had wel l  and 
truly met the apparition and was prepared to 
talk about it. Or rather ,  he nearly succeeded in 
doing so . . . . . 

Cont&rued on page eaght 
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A Spanish 
close encounter 
re-examined 

lan Ridpath 
EVERY UFO researcher knows that the daz­
zl i ng p lanet Venus is the s ingle most common 
culprit in UFO sightings, yet it sti l l  catches 
out people who should know better . I found 
the fol l ow i ng example in The Encyclopaedia of 
UFOs, edited by R onald Story, where it appears 
under the heading 'Serena Encounter '  as an ex­
ample of a genuine c lose encounter of the first 
kind ,  in which (according to the case investig­
ators) the UFO seemed to exhibit i ntel ligent 
control and produced electromagnetic and phys­
iological effects. 

In brtef , Mr and Mrs Antonio Serena 
plus their three daughters were driv ing home 
one evening from a visit to friends near 
V alenc ia, Spain, when they noticed an i ntense 
wh ite l ight that chase� their car along 40km.  
o f  road for an hour. After f ol l owing them on 
the right as they drove south-westwards, the 
U F O  then zig-zagged in  front of them bef ore 
it final ly descended to an estimated height of 
7 or 8 metres and extended land ing gear . As 
the U F O  came closer , the car ' s  lights began 
to fail , and the engine experienced ignition 
problems after one of the children became 
violently sick .After another car approached 
f rom the opposite direction the UFO m oved 
away, and eventual ly it d isappeared. 

This case was i nvestigated by Wi l ly  
S m ith, then professor of  physics at  Lycoming 
Col lege, Wil l iamsport, Pennsyl vania, in con­
junction with two Spanish Ufolog ists, Miguel 
Guasp and V . J .  Bal lester Ol mos.  The three 
researchers assign this case to the 'high­
strangeness' category .  Their report takes up 
two and a half pages of the Encyclopae dia of 
UFOs, more space than i s  devoted to celebrat­
ed cases such as the Travis Walton abduction 
and the Tunguska event. The researchers rate 
it very highly i ndeed. 

By chance, I d iscovered that they had 
previously  written up the story in  more detail 
in UFO Phenomena vol. 3 no. l ,  an annual 
rev iew of ufology publ ished in Italy which is 

British author and scientist lan Ridpath. 

presented in the sty le of a scientif ic jou r nal. 
This ear l ier paper contains an important 
c lue to the identity of the UFO that is not 
g iven  in the Encyclopaedia article.  The authors 
note that on the date of the sighting (February 
22, 1 977) the planet Venus was approach ing 
its maximum br i l l iancy in the evening sky .  Yet 
they reject Venus as an explanation on the 
grou nds that it  had set at about 9.30 p . m .  on 
that date, whereas the UFO sighting did 
not beg in  u nti l  about 9.30 and lasted u nti l  
10.30. 

The setting time of Venus on that date 
was i ndeed about 9.30 GMT. However Spa in, 
in c om mon w ith most of western Europe, keeps 
time one hour  ahead of GMT. Theref ore Venus 
was, after a l l ,  visible as the Serenas drove 
home, and its setting time of 1 0.30 matches 
the time at which the UFO vanished. 

The 'chase' of a car by a br ight celest­
ial object is a familar theme in ufol ogy.  
A map of  the event, given by Smith, Guasp 
and Ballester Olmos shows that during the 
enc ounter the Serenas were headi ng southwest, 
towards the d irection of the setting Venus.  
the road was wind ing ,  which would cause the 
p lanet to appear to zig-zag in front of the car,  
as they reported the UFO to do. The U F O  
stopped m oving when Mr Serena pul led up 
the car f or his teenage daughter Carmen to 
vomit by the roadside. A m ixture of travel 
sickness on the wind ing road and excitement 
over the UFO seems a plausible explanati on 
f or Car men's stomach upset. 

There does seem to have been some­
thi ng genu i nely wrong w ith the car ' s  electr ical 
system, for the fol l ow i ng day Mr Serena found 
that his car battery was dry.  Smith Guasp and 



Contirued from page six 

In realtty, tax t-driver A l i  of Behala, 
Calcutta could only presume or assu me that 
the f igure he'd seen at the haunted spot i n  
1 975  was the Hitch-Hiker everyone was 
ta lk ing about in 1 982. It did not attempt to 
stop his cab and for all we know he may 
not have ·been any k i nd of phantom whatsoever . 
Stil l ,  he had been asked if he'd ever seen 
one ' on this  or any other road' and . • •  wel l ,  the 
F igure was the best he could do  by way 
of a positive answer . 

N o  man is a hero to his  valet, nor 
m ost likely to his w i fe  - espec ially when he 
starts ramb l ing on about road-ghosts he 
has met. A l i ' s  spouse responded to his conf id­
ences w ith a rebuke and a cr itical query 
as to whether he'd been dr ink i ng .  ' "Bel ieve 
me", vouched the man who almost p i ck e d  up a 
phantom Hitch-Hiker . "I had not touched a 
drop - but w ithout say i ng a word, she poured 
c old water on my head" ' .  

Serve h i m  r ight. Phantom Hitch-Hikers 
should be seen and not heard - unless you are a 
f olk lor ist, when the reverse app l ies.  Or some­
th i ng l ike that. 

References for the Curious: 

1. BEARDSLEY & HANKEY, 'The Vanishing Hitch-Hiker', 

California folklore Quarterly 1 :4 ( October 1 942)  pp. 303 ff. 

2. SCREETON, Paul. 'Tales of Phantom hitch-hikers' 

The Mail (Hartlepool) 31 Oct. 80. 3. HALLAM, Jack, 

The Ghost Tour, London, 1 977. 4.. 'Mystery of the Beaut­

iful Hitch-Hiker' Weekend, 29 Nov. 1 978. 5. GEORGE, 

Phil 1p Brandt, 'The Ghost of Cline Avenue', Indiana folklore 

V:l (1972), pp. 56 ff. 7. HARUO AOKI, 'A H itchhiking 

Ghost in Korea', Western folklore, XIII (1 954), pp. 280 

1. 'The Phantom H 1tchhiker of Okinawa', fate, July 1 96 1 .  

B. ' O l d  L am felt for t h e  cash and shivered - he'd carried 

a ghost', Straits Times (Singapore) 2 May 1 956. [They 

don't run titles like that in our papers, do they?] 

Contirued from previous page 

Bal lester Ol mos attribute this  to the UFO, for 
they do not thi nk that Mr Serena, who's j ob i s  
that o f  a bus-dr iver,  and mai ntai ns h is  car 
conscientiously,  w ould let his battery run dry.  
however , that is what must have happened -
unless, of course, U F Os are now g1ven to top­
p i ng up their  ow n batteries from passing 
cars.  

In short, all the aspects of this  ' h igh 
strangeness' case can easi ly be attr ibuted to 
prosaic causes . The origi nal fai lure to solve 
the case stems f rom an elementary error in the 
sett ing t ime of Venus .  It demonstrates that 
even the endoesement by a professor of 
physics of a close enc ou nter i nvolv i ng electro­
magnetic and physiolog ical effects is no 
guarantee that a genu i ne UFO is  i nvolved . 
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P ROPON EN TS of astrology are i nc l i ned 
to c ite Sri Lanka as a society where astrolog­
ical  omens and predictions are regarded 
as such a normal  part of l i fe  that they are 
used to d irect many commercial and pol itical 
dec is ions .  The present sad conditions on 
that is land do  not suggest that this  has been a 
particular ly  helpful for m  of decision mak ing,  
and it  seems that the S r i  Lankan Gover nment 
is now attempti ng to counter at least some of 

the astrolog ical  superstition. A new stamp, 
issued to mark the reappearance of Hal ley ' s  
Comet, depicts t h e  comet a s  a godess vis it i ng 
the sun-god, but also carries, dow n  its r ight­
hand edge, a sort of astrol ogical  government 
health warni ng : "Comet Is N o  Omen".  

LE :3TADE 
MAGONIA/ZETA RETICULl 

060349 * 281 .ro,?o 

2 CL; 
I 
i 

**** ' 

MAK E sure your Passport to Magonia is i n  
order ,  and all the visas a r e  val id,  because 
now Magonia i s  proud to present you w ith a 
ticket to take y ou there. F or a mere 70 cent­
imes (less than 7p.) French Railways, courtesy 
of Thierry P i nv id ic ,  w i l l  c onvey you in second 
class comfort between Magonia and Zeta 
Reticul i ,  where you can check f irst hand on the 
Hi l l  Abduction and the F ish Star Map. And 
retu r n  safely  h ome ? The ticket looks l ike a 
s t ngle to me�----------------
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THE CASE OF 

THE LITTLE MAN 
OF RENEVE 

If, ten years ago, you had been a subscr iber to 
the highly reputed Phenomenes Spatiaux, y ou 
would have been p leased to f i nd that dramatic 
sighti ngs were not conf i ned to the senastional 
med ia .  For here was a case which, whi le there 
were no i nd ications of a UFO, certainly 
seemed to i nvolve an entity not of this wor ld .  

As so f requently happens, the case dated 
from th trty years earlier ; though as happens 
less rarely ,  the w itness gave i nteresting 
reasons for the delay, as we shall see. Regret­
tab ly  tt was a s ingle-w itness observation : 
on the credit side was the fact that the sol it­
ary w ttness was the local cure, know in 
the report at the Abbe X. He served as parish 
pr iest in the smal l  v t l lage of Reneve, a vi llage 
of fewer than 400 i nhab itants near Di jon, 
from 1 936 to l947. This was his account :  

" O n  a f i ne afternoon in  Apr i l  1 94 5  I went out 
h u nting for mushrooms. Towards 6 pm I 
was on my way home when I saw a l ikely­
look i ng spot, and I was actual ly on my knees 
f or a closer i nspection when I suddenly saw a 
l ittle fellow 1 5  to 1 7  cm tal l ,  runni ng sw iftly 
to one s ide of me, He seemed out of breath 
and alar med, though not so much so as to pre­
vent him passi ng w ithi n  30 c m  of me, g iv ing 
me an intense look as he did so. 

"My f irst reacti on was to grab hold of 
h im ,  but I d idn 't  because of a sort of stalk 
or spike which he carr ied, which was taller 
than h im by about 2 c m .  He disappeared i nto 
a nearby copse, w ithout my betng able to stop 
h i m ,  much as I would like to have entered 
i nto communication w ith h im.  I returned home 
k ick ing myself f or not hav ing made more 
of my opportunity ." 

He p lanned to return the follow ing day 
e ither in hope of seei ng the entity again, 
or at least of seeing if there were any traces, 
but bad weather prevented h im.  

He descr ibed the entity as  'a  m iniature 
man', w ith a man's proportions, seemingly of 
70 to 7 5 years of age . It was grey-hatred, 
bearded, chubby-cheeked and w ith a very ex­
press ive face. It was wear ing a one-p tece 
su it, seemingly of rubber, although thirty years 
later he felt it  m ight have been p lastic .  

HILARY EVANS 

a Fairy 
with a 

Story 
moral 

The entity made no sound dur i ng the twenty 
seconds the s ighti ng lasted . The priest had the 
i mpress ion that it was both ner vous of and 
cur ious about himself . He never felt any doubt 
that he had seen somethi ng ' real' - not a ghost 
or a v is i onary being,  not a robot. 

What did he thi nk it was ? At the time, 
i nf luenced by recent reading on the subject 
of evolution, he felt that he had seen some 
k ind of p r im itive bei ng related to man, 
that had fa i led to evol ve .  But when he told 
his story he was met w ith i nd i f ference, even 
sceptic ism.  "It's no fun being considered ment­
a l ly  sick or subject to halluci nations," he said, 
so he gave up try i ng to tel l  people about his 
exper ience ; but he always hoped that one day a 
lear ned society m ight take an i nterest i n  the 
case . 

"Had anyone reported a f l y ing saucer or 
someth ing of that sort i n  the area," he said 
in 1 97 5 ,  "I w ould have thought along different 
li nes, and not been sidetracked tnto th ink i ng 
it was some offshoot of the human spec ies ; 
i nstead I would have concluded that th is 
remarkable  appar ition was an extraord i nary 
being .  In  such a case, of course I should have 
behaved quite d ifferently - I 'd have hurried 
to report it to the gendarmes, so that they 
cou ld  i nvestigate it f or mally." 

It was a great rel ief to h im when, having 
learnt of the ex istence of GEP A, the French 
group wh ich publishes Phenomenes Spatiaux, 
he f ou nd people ready to listen ser iously and 
sympathetical ly  to his  story and ,  moreover , 
provide h im w ith a plausible explanation for 
what he had seen. 

But just how plausible was that explan-
ation ? 



Enter ADRUP 

Ren�ve fal ls  w ith in  the area covered by 
ADRUP,  the Association Dijonnaise de Re-

. cherches U{ologiques et  Parapsychologiques. 
ADRUP consists of a smal l group of enthus­
iastic researchers who i nterest themsel ves in 
anomalous happenings of a l l  k i nds, publ ishing 
their f i ndings in Vimana 21, a n  excel lent re­
view which combi nes l i ve ly  wr i t ing w i th solid 
documentation. 

Apart from coping with new cases as 
they come i n, ADRUP also reviews outstand ing 
cases of the past,  and carries out such cou nter 
i nvestigation as may be feasible.  The last time 
anything remarkable happened at Reneve was 
back in the sixth century, when  a Visigothic 
pr incess · named Bru nehaut was pu nished for 
her misdeeds by bei ng dragged naked behi nd 
an u ntamed horse unti l  she d ied . 

The more recent case of the Abbe X 
seemed more susceptible to re-examination. 
ADR U P ' s  members felt that GEPA had come 
somewhat prematurely to  their c onc lusion that 
the pr iest had enc ountered an extraterrestr ia l .  
Af ter a l l ,  no UFO had been seen, the ent i ty 
had never left  the surface of our p lane t ;  and 
that though creatures of that size do not 
normal ly  wear c lothing,  many dog-ow ners 
provide their pets w i th w inter coats, t o  
say nothi ng o f  organ-gr inders' dogs and other 
showbiz canines. 

At the same time, ADRUP saw no 
reason to  doubt that the Abbe had i ndeed seen 
a very real 'someth ing'. Their i nvestigations 
estab l ished that the priest was st i l l  a l ive,  
though no longer l iv ing at  Ren�ve ; and they 
were able to  i nterview him. What bothered 
them was a cer tain ambiguity about what he 
thought he had seen. Though he had abandoned 
the 'unevolved human' hypothesis in favour  
of  the  ' ex traterrestr ial' accord ing to  the report 
i n  Phenomenes Spatiaux:, and though he now 
referred the ADRUP i nvestigators to the 
article there - "You've only got to  read what 
M .  Fouere has written, it's very good" - this  
seemed to  be contradicted by something 
else he said, to  the effect that it hadn' t been 
a n  ex traterrestrial : "You mustn't th i nk of it as 
a l i tt le green man".  I n  other words, even if 
the entity had come from a f l ying saucer,  it 
was essential ly human in appearance. Even if 
he had managed to grab hold of it,  he told 
ADR U P ,  he wouldn't have exhibited it  at 
fairs, i t  was a human being • • •  

On the way home, turni ng over in 
their minds what the priest had said, the 
investigators' mi nds began to consider possible 
a l ternat ives. And perhaps it was his remark 
about fairs wh ich got them think ing on the 
l i nes of a munkey that might perhaps have 
escaped from a circus. F or the appearance 
of some k i nds of monkey is remarkably human, 
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and moreover, human in the way that a 
very old man l ooks,  grey-haired and bearded . 

So ADRU P  star ted look i ng into the 
possibi lity that there had been a circus in  the 
Ren�ve area. But letters to  every possible 
s ource  of i nf ormation produced negative 
rep l ies. 1 94 5  was, af ter al l ,  the f i nal  year of 
the war in Europe, and few if any circuses 
had got goi ng,  and there were none reported 
in the Dij on area. Addit ional ly ,  the k i nd of 
monkey most often featured in circuses wasn' t 
the most l ikely  one to match the Abbe's 
descript ion. 

But further talks with the v i l lagers 
opened up another line of i nvestigation. 
M. Huot the butcher, knife in hand,  told them 
that in 1 945  a regiment from French N orth 
Africa had been s tationed i n  the ne ighbour­
hood.  A new train of thought suggested 
itself :  African regiment • . .  African conti nent • •  

exotic animals • • •  monkeys • • • What about a 
regimental masc ot ? 

The nex t task was to establ ish which 
African regiment had been stationed near 
Ren�ve ; which brought them up against 
bureaucracy as only the French k now it. Each 
department they contacted dodged the question 
on grounds of of f ic ial  secrecy or some such,  
unti l  eventual l y  they f ound themselves back 
where they began. 

What bothered them was 
a certain ambiguity 

about what he had thought 
he had seen ... 

Then luck came thetr way . A local hist­
orian, who had previously said he was unab le 
to  help them, phoned to say he's j ust remem­
bered that there had been a g ir l  of the district 
who had marr ied a soldier f rom the regiment 
that had been stationed l ocal ly .  The wedding 
had taken p lace at a church 7 km north of 
Ren�ve. A visit  to the mayor not only con­
firmed the marriage but produced the present 
whereabouts of the couple.  And a letter 
brought them some suggestive inf ormation. 

The husband, then in Reg iment CT A 1 54 
of the Armee de ! ' Air ,  had been stationed at 
Reneve from the end of 1 944, through the 
ear ly months of 1 94 5  ( the Abbe had had his 
experience in Apri l  1 94 5) .  And yes, there had 
been a regimental mascot. 

A German Shepherd dog.  

BUT the dog had been stolen (Quer y :  
w h o  in  their r ight minds w ould steal a German 
Shepherd dog f rom a reg iment of tough 
soldiers ? But we' l l  let that pass . . •  ); and to 
replace the dog they 'd  found a m o nke y. 

... 

And not just any old brand of monkey, but 
one of the marmoset type which was most 
l iab le to resemble the Cure's ' l itt le man' . The 
grey hair,  the beard, the wr inkled face but 
chubby cheeks, the f rightened but inquisit ive 
eyes, all matched . The sticking up spike could 
have been the creature's tal e ;  and as for the 
cl othes, yes, said the soldier, they w ould 
of ten dress i t  up in clothes. And he added 

that it was perfect ly  poss ible that the monkey 
might have escaped from where he was 
kept in a mil l  not far from where the priest 
had seen his entity . 

It was, to say the least ,  a remarkab le 
coincidence that, at the time of the pr iest ' s  
sight ing,  there should have been i n  the vicinity 
a monkey of the k i nd most l ikely to be des­
cribed as ' human'  in appearance, wear ing 
l athes, l iable to be wanderi ng around on its 
ow n, and just  the r ight s ize. 

The Moral 

So ADRUP send their dossier to  the Abbee 
for his comments. He wrote back,  politely 
but f irmly : "Your theory is r id iculous, and 
stems from pure imag i nation. I am sorry to  be 
in total d isagreement with your theory,  
which quite simply  doesn't r i ng true.  So 
let your l itt le monkey rest  in peace, and 
let the l i tt le humanoid of Reneve rest i n  
peace • • .  " 

Oh yes, there is a moral there. 
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NOTES 
ON 

HYPNOGOGIC 

IMAGERY 
KEITH BASTERFIELD 

TH E hypnagogic state, on the awake/sleep 
i nterface, has received scant attention f rom 
professionals. The most detai led review of 
the state, conducted by Schacter ( 1 976) noted 
that "There are no standard exper imental 
procedures, comprehensive theoretical sys tems 
or wel l-k now empir ical controvers ies" (p .452) . 
H olt ( 1 964) , Hebb ( 1 968) and Tart ( 1 969) all 
noted the lack of discussion in the psychol og­
ical llterature on the subject .  

Likewise, wr iters on the paranormal do 
not seem to have paid much attention to the 
scattered accounts which perhaps i nd icate 
a relationship between the two top1cs.  

Monroe ( 1 974), and American business­
man, writ ing of methods of enter ing his numer­
ous out-of-body exper iences (OBEs), related 
that the ' borderland' s leep state was "perhaps 
the easiest and most natural method • • .  "(p200) 

Carr ington, a world renow ned psychic 
researcher , co-authored a w ork w ith another 
prol i f ic exper iencer of OBEs, Muldoon. I n  
this book they wrote that. " I n  other words, 
most projections wil l be more succesful -
consciously - if they beg in  in the hypnogog 1c 
state, when coming out of sleep." ( Muldoon 
and Carr ington, 1 968, p.70) 

Psychologist Pal mer ( 1 9 78) in an in­
depth article on OBEs suggested that the OBE 
almost always occurs in the hypnogogic state. 

The exper ience goi ng u nder the t it le 
of an i ncubus at tack - the sensation of lying 
paralysed whi lst  an invisible e ntity presses 
on your chest - has been ably  exp lored by 
Hufford ( 1 982) who spent ten years gathering 
f irst-hand reports of such events. 

He f ound that : "The state in which 
this experience occurs is probably best descr ib­
ed as sleep paralysis w ith a par ticular kind 
of hypnogogic hal lucination (p.246) 



Another psychol ogist ,  G ooch ( 1 984) i n  
exp lor mg the theme that we haunt oursel ves 
also came acr oss people who reported hav ing 
been set upon by i nvisible ent it les. One 
of his subjects was exper iment i ng w i th the 
hyp nagog ic state when, " • • .  I was seized f rom 
behind by a man-like entity," the adventures 
w i th which are related in G ooch's book . 
(pp . 1 9-22) 

"The history of hynagogic images , i nter­
preted super naturally as ' vis ions ' ,  ' omens ' and 
precog ni t ion, rather than natural ist ically ,  is  
probably a l ong one", wrote McKel lar and 
S impson as l ong ago as 1 954.  

Aga i n  M c K e l l a r  ( 1 9 72) commented 
"Interest ing is  the fact that contemporary 
twentieth century people also report imagery 
that could well provide subject matter f or 
bel iefs i n  w i tches and f r ightening supernatural 
be 1ngs." (p .45) 

"Out of the Body Experiences 
almost al ways o ccur in the 

hypnogogic state." 

S o, a number of people have related 
var i ous aspects f rom under the paranormal 
umbrel la, to the hypnagogic state. Jus t  what 
ts th1s  s tate ? It is  an al tered state of consc­
iousness and is  f ou nd on the awake/asleep 
tnterface, parttcularly when  fall i ng asleep . 
As one relaxes, lyi ng down  w i th eyes closed,  
a regton of  consciousness is  entered where 
visual , aud itory and even tact i le  and ol factory  
Imagery can occur. The contents of these 
images may be of the events of the day 
or contam b 1zarre elements. Litt le control 
is avai lable to the percip ient of i ts  appearance, 
departure or content, which can be f r ighten ing 
to the v Jew er.  

The imagery ranges f rom simple patterns 
of c ol oured l ight to complex , i ntegrated 
scenes. Objects percei ved may seem strange, 
appear to  be v iewed f rom an  u nusual angle,  
or  have extreme clar i ty of detail .  One may 
imagi ne that w i th these combi nat ions, some 
extremelt  b izarre accou nts can be generated. 

C omm o nly e x pe r i e nced hyp nag og ic  
imagery is  that o f  seei ng ' f aces' i n  the dark 
or of hear ing one ' s  name called . 

The area  p r e s e nts much potential 
f or research, and the purpose of this article 
is to  draw researchers'  attention t o  this l i tt le­
stud ied state. The author has accumulated a 
number of relevant refernces, and would be 
very happy to correspond w i th anyone inter­
ested i n  tak i ng up the challenge of study i ng 
the topic further . 
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.MOO RE 
BY LUCK THAN 

JUDGEMENT 
TH E LAST of the astrolog ical chap-books that 
flour ished i n  huge numbers i n  S tuart and 
Tudor t imes, Old Moores A lmanack cont inues 
to appear each year as i t  has done s ince 
1 697, w i th its trad i t ional dai ly  l i sts of the 
b ir ths and deaths of b izzarely assorted notab les 
( i nclud ing this year , Omar Khayyam, Omar 
Shar i f ,  ' Legs' Diamond,  H immler ,  Card inal 
R ichel ieu,  Berthond Brecht , Ken Liv ingstone 
and Alvi n  S tardust) and other equally cur ious 
histor ical anni versar ies ( i nclud ing the openi ng 
of The Mousetrap, the abol i t ion of the Spanish 
Inquis i tion, the i ndependence of Chad , and 
Pele ' s  1 ,000 th g oal) , its advert isments for 
lucky Irish c l overs, gamb l i ng systems, • and 
remed ies f or baldness, and its  myster ious dist­
r ibut ion system, apparently consist ing chiefly 
of men hawking it rou nd pubs and underground 
stations. 

G OOCH,  S .  Cre ature s from Inne r Space. 
London, R ider , 1 984.  

H EBB, D. O. ' Concer n ing Imagery '  P sych. Rev. 
1968, 7 5( 6) : 466-4 77 .  

HOL T, R .  R .  ' Imagery: return  of  the ostra­
c ised . Am. Psych. 1 964, 1 9: 254-266 

HUFF ORD, D. The Terror that Comes in the 
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H owever , this year, amid the usual 
vague pred ict i ons of impend ing d isasters and 
sensations, Old Moore seems to have, so 
far at  any rate, secured a surpr is ing number of 
hi ts. I n  January he anticipated the J ohnson 
Mathey affair  and the opening of the Westland 
cr is is  w i th the predict ion that: "City i nvestors 
w ill be alarmed by w idescale f raud" , and "the 
government w i l l  suffer f rom the exposure of 
secret dea l i ngs". For February with the West­
land affair  at  i ts  height he foresaw "a tremed­
ous boost to the oppos i t ion, the Government 
w il l  over reach itse l f .  There w ill be d isrupt­
i on i n  the Commons and a maj or backbench 
rebe l l i on". He also antic ipated the maj or i nter ­
national story of the month with "a crisis i n  
the Phi l i p ines w i l l  enter a dangerous phase". 
For March, and the U .S.A.- Libya battles 
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i n  the gulf  of S i r te he wrote "The USA wi l l  
enter a reckless mood and a mi l i tary confron­
tation is l ikely"; and as oil pr ices fel l  to the 
l owest for more than a decade, he was predict­
i ng the b iggest c r is is in OP EC's history .  At 
home his predict ion that the government would 
be accussed of i l legal sales seems fair ly c lose 
to  controversy over Br i t ish Leyland and 
the P r ime M i nister ' s  share deali ngs. 

For the future i ts seems we may 
expect some f orm of setback for the govern­
ment in Apri l  ( the Fulham by-elect ion?) , an 
East-West arms agreement i n  June and i ncre­
ased US i ntervent ion in Lati n  America i n  July . 
And f or those suff iciently impressed to r isk 
the i r  cash, the second favour i te w ill w in  
the Derby. Roger Sandell . 
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LETTERS 

Dear Ed itor ,  

Many thanks for the review of  my latest 
p iece of l i terary work, The Brentford Griffin, 
h your December ' 8 5  issue. H owever, I 
just had to tear mysel f  away from solvi ng a 
few more myster ies of the universe to make 
clear a certain statement made w i thin the 
aforementioned review. 

The reviewer quoted and used Robert 
Rank in ' s  descr ipt ion of my first visit to  Brent­
ford to  i nvestigate the alleged gr i f f i n  sight i ngs, 
which I mentioned and expla ined i n  the booklet 
and which or ig inal ly  came from a Rank i n  
piece i n  the Magonia issue o f  May ' 85. I t  read 
(or i ns inuated) that I "ar r i ved hotfoot, w i th a 
ghetto-blaster, i nstamat ic and the usual bevy 
of nubi le  l ady acolytes" . 

· N ow such a n  i ns inuation, al though 
amusing,  is highly i naccurate and w il l ,  I am 
quite sure, not allow your  readers a very high 
op i nion of my i nvestigation procedures, or the 
booklet,  so I thought I would put the record 
straight, so  to  speak. 

Let ' s  start w i th "usual bevy of nub ile 
lady acolytes" .  What did th1s mean?  I tur ned 
up on Rober t ' s  doorstep , before we moved on 
to Brentford last March, w ith Carol i ne W ise 
editor of ASSAP News, J ohn Merron of the Ley 
Hunter magazi ne and a fr iend of Carol ine 's ,  
and Cesca Potter, an art ist and author i ty on 
rel igious and mythological symbol ism. A hand 
p icked team of i nvest igators, no less� Yet 
Robert impl ied I had some sort of reputat ion. 
God, I hope I haven' t [Magonia unreservedly 
w i thdraws its suggestion that Mr Col l i ns 
has .!!lY. sort of reputation� Ed.] Anyway , I do 
not think J ohn Merron l ikes being referred 
to as a ' nub i le  l ady acoly te '�  Oh, and I had 
better exp la in  that the 'ghetto-b laster ' and 
' i nstamatic '  were to record the proceeds of the 
day - normal practice for us i nvest igators� 

I hope this has helped to g ive your  
readers a clearer idea of  the author and 

Contirued on page 15 
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INTRODUCING 
''BOLIDE'' 

HILARY EVANS 
IT IS possible that many UFOs may turn out to 
be the product of  ( 1 )  a physically real stimulus 
combi ning wi th ( 2) the percip ient's mental 
response to that stimulus result ing i n  (3) a part 

�ea!, part . il lusory, image, which the percip­
tent describes as ,  and believes to be, wholly 
real .  

The response w i l l  be as var ied as  
th� minds i n  wh ich i t  occurs; but the orig in­
at ing st imulus which prov ides the tr igger i s  
l ikely to be one of  a f i ni te,  and possibly very 
l tmtted , number of causes. 

. . 
Many phenomena are described by per­

C ip ients as 'balls of l igh t ' .  This catch-a l l  label 
IS no more than a description, but it i s  suf­
f ic ient to  show that many phenomena general ly  
cons idered as d isti nct may have qual i t ies in  
common. Whi lst  these may be l imi ted to out­
ward appearance, i t  is open to conjecture 
that there may be f�rther correlations relating 
to structure, behaviOur and physical nature. 
W h e t h e r  s tudy  c onf i rms the d ifferences 
or the similar i t ies, i t  w i l l  in e ither case 
contribute to our understand ing of the phen­

In any case it would seem that this is 
the facet of the UFO phenomenon which is 
most amenable to  scientif ic study.  The work of 
Persinger, Devereux and Mattson, together 
w i th the cr itiques of Rutowsk i ,  Mauge and 
others; the i nvest igation of project  Hessdalen, 
Project Identif ication, and the var ious spook­
l ight manifestations; the researches of Cor l iss, 
Gaddis and the McCiures, and most recently 
Clarke and Oldroyd - a l l  these test ify to  the 
degree of i nterest currently be ing shown by 
researchers f rom many d iscip l i nes. 

S i nce i t  i s  by no means cer tain to  what 
scient i f ic d iscip l i ne these phenomena relate, 
i t  is no easy matter to co-ordinate research 
i nto their nature. Meteorology and the ear th 
sc iences are manifestly i nvolved, but hard ly 
less so are mythology and anthropology on the 
one hand,  and on the other physiology , psych­
ology and parapsychol ogy.  Yet almost certainly 
the vast maj ority of pract i t ioners of these 
d iscip l i nes are u naware of the phenomena 
occurr ing on the f r inges of their f ield of study, 
not of their potential  relevance of their 
work. omenon. ��•r----������-

It is to remedy this situation that there 
has been set up a proj ect cal led BOLIDE - a 
happy acronym for Bal l -Of-L ight International 
Data Exchange. B OLIDE is neither a society 
nor a publication; it is s imply a means for 
shar ing and d issemi nati ng i nformation which 
seems related to the var ious phenomena which 
come into this del iberately undef i ned category. 

The area of study ranges from the 
relat i vely ' hard' phenomenon know n as bal l ­
l ightni ng (albeit i ts nature is fa r  from bei ng 
wel l  u nderstood) to the a l l-but-taboo manifest­
ations of the seance room (where ' sp i r i t  mater­
ial isations' frequently commence as BOLs). 
Between these ex tremes are all k inds of 
unexpla ined phenomena - spook l ights, min-min 
l ights, marsh l ights, w i J J  o' the wisp and feux 
f ol lets, St Elmo's f ire, foo f ighters and many 
more - along w ith a number of i ncidents which 
seem to fit no category at all, such as the 
extraord i nary ' l ight p i l lar' reported from 
F i nland in the Nordic UFO Newsletter ( 1 9 8 51 2) 

N obody is  c la i rn ing that al l  these 
phenomena are . basical ly one; i ndeed nobody is 
c latmt ng anythtng at all at this stage. More 
data IS needed; and f or this i t  is essential 
that we should all be aware of such data as 
exists, w i thout  assigni ng i t  prematurely to this 
or that pigeonhole.  

BOLIDE wi l l  seek to do th is  by circul­
at ing gatheri ngs of data supp l ied by i ts contrib­
utors, which may take the f orm of articles in 
learned j ournals; press cl ipp ings wi th or with­
out conf irmation; pri vate research reports 
f rom groups or i ndiv iduals ; or personal spec­
ulat ions and hypotheses. The only criterion 
w i l l  be a possib le relevance to the subject 
as a whole.  These data w i l l  be sent out at 
i r r egu l ar i nter vals ,  as they accumulate, 
to  subscribers who w i l l  pay only the cost of 
copy i ng and mai l i ng : the i ni t ia l  subscription 
is £ I  0 I $ 1 5  I FF 1 20 .  

Even though at  the t ime of  writ ing 
many of those i nvited have not had t ime 
to rep ly ,  response has already been enthusi­
astic. BOLIDE already has subscribers i n  
France, Spain, N orway, Sweden and Canada 
as wel l  as England and Wales. 

Further details can be obtai ned from BOLIDE's 
co-ordinator, H ilary Evans, 1 tranquil Vale, 
London S E3 OBU, England. 

A pre l im inary reading-l ist o f  e as ily  accessible mate r ial 

( al l  avai lable at the ASSAP l ibrary): 

Cl arke & Oldroyd, Spooklights, a British Survey, (obtainable 

from the authors ( £ 1 . 50) : 6 Old Re t ford Road, Handsworth, 

She f f ie ld, S 1 3  9QZ. 

Corl iss, W il l iam, Lighning, auroras, nocturnal lights, one of 

the c at alogues in the Sourcebook Project ser1es, PO Box 

107, Glen Arm, MD 2 1 057, USA. 

De vereux, Paul. Earthlights, Turnstone, 1 982. 
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i nvestigators who spent an  awful  lot of time 
and money in ser iosly attempting to get to the 
bottom . of the Brentford Gr i f f in  mystery , 
before it was careless ly cast w i thout  quest ion 
tnto future cof fee-table books on al ien animals 
and other ' u nexplained' phenomena. 

Keep up the good work.  

Yours faithful l y ,  
Andy Col l i ns ,  W ickford, Essex . 

Dear Editor ,  

cannot thi nk of  a better reply to 
Steuart Campbell than to quote Professor 
Richet : "Our ow n conviction - the conviction 
of men who have seen - ought proper ly to con­
v ince other people ; but by a curious i nversion 
of roles, i t  is their conviction, the negat ive 
conviction of people who have not seen -
and who ought not, one w ould think ,  to speak 
on the matter - which weakens and u l t imately 
destroys our ow n conviction � "  (Proc. S P R  
vol . x iv. 1 56) . 

On page 25,  l i ne 6 a sentence seems to 
have dropped out,  as ' everyone ' has no ante­
cedent ; apparently i t  does not i nc lude me ! 
I cannot speak for Professor Morris, but 
Dr . Belof f  (whom I know well)  is happy to pub­
l ish my articles i n  his refereed J ournal (JSP R) . 
May one ask whether S teuar t has actually 
read the or igi nal repor ts of material isati ons 
by R ichet, Schrenck-Notzing,  Delane, and 
Gelay (to mention but a few) ? 

In RIP I reported personal ly observed 
(and photographed) physical traces of a 'hand' : 
it is not a 1 9th century phenomenon to be d is­
missed l ight ly w i th a few sociolog ical cl iches 
about people want ing to  bel ieve ( i n  d isembod­
ied hands ??) .  In our ow n century we have had 
Einer N ielsen, the Schneider brothers, and 
Helen Duncan. 

At the end of the day there w i l l ,  
I 

. 
fear, always b e  those w h o  prefer Bunge' s  

wJtt Jc tsm abou t  Occam to Steuart's  persever­
at ing incredul i ty .  

Manfred Cassirer 
London. 

Gaddis, Vincent. Mysterious f ires and lights, McKay, NY 

1 967 ( also available in paperback) 

McCiure, Ke vin and Sue. Stars and rumours of stars 

(obt ainable from the authors at 1 1  Asquith Boulevard, 

Persinger & Lafreniere, Space-time transients and unusual 

events, Nelson-Hall, Chicago, 1 97 7. 

Project Hessdalen report (obtainable from Odd Gunnar 

Rt!ed, UFO Norge, Boks 1 4, N - 3 1 33, Duken, Norway. 

Rutledge, Harley. Project Identification. Prent ice -Hall,  

New Jersey, 1 98 1 .  

Specif ically o n  b a l l  l ightning: Barry, J. D. Ball lightning and 
bead lightning, Plenum, NY, 1 980, and Cade & Dav is. lhe 
taming of the thunderbolts, Abelard-Schuman, 1 969. 



JACQ UES Bergier and Louis Pawels' The Dawn 
of Magic, first published in  1 960, originated 
many themes that have continued to recur 
in popular works on occultism and pseudo­
science. Not the least influential section 
of this book was one that re-interpreted the 
history of Nazi Germany and proclained that 
occult beliefs, ritual magic and contacts with 
secret societies were central to the thinking 
of Hitler and his entourage. 

Other wr i ters eagerly took up this theme, t o  
produce a b od y  o f  b ooks that N icholas G ood­
r ich-Ciarke descr ibes i n  terms that  w i l l  
be fami l iar to students o f  anc ient astronauts 
or Bermuda Triangle l i terature : 

"A complete ignorance of the primary 
literature was common to most authors and 
wild claims and inaccuracies were repeated by 
each newcomer to the genre until an abundant 
literature existed based on wholly spurious 
'facts ' "  

THE NAZI'S 
OCCULT 

MENTORS 

ROGER SANDELL 

U ndetered by this,  Mr G oodrich-Clarke 
has attempted to d iscover the factual basis 
beh i nd these claims. I n  doing so he traces 
and docu ments i n  detai l  the story of the Ar ia­
sophis t  groups in Germany and Austr ia f r om 
the 1 890 's  to the earl y  1 930 's .  This m ovement 
i nvol ved three main bos ies : Guido von L is t ' s  
Armanenschaft, Lanz von  L iebenfels '  New 
Templars, and Rudolf von Sebottendor f ' s  Thu le  
S ociety.  

The bel iefs  of  these b odies were s imi lar.  
The ancient Germanic people had possesed 
k nowledge of occul t  secrets and r i tual mag ic. 
The Roman Conquerors and the Church had 
attempted to supress this  k nowledge, but it had 
never been total ly  f orgotten ;  dur ing the 
Christ ian era i ts secrets had been hidden i n  
such forms a s  the symbolism i n  the coats of 
arms of the Meiaeval German ar istocracy,  and 
the r i tuals of the K nights Templar.  H owever 
the ni neteenth-century u nif icat ion of Germany 
and . its emergence as a w orld power was the 
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-THE -

OCCULT 
ROOTS . 

- OF -

NII.ZJSM 
THE ARIOSOPHISTS OF 

AUSTRIA AND GERMANY 
1890 -1935 

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke 

THE RACIST AND NATIONALIST 
FANTASIES Of GUIDO VON LIST AND 

JORG LANZ VON LIEBENFELS AND THEIR 
INFLUENCE ON NAZI IDEOLOGY 

begi nni ng of a process of renewal in which 
the old secrets w ou ld  be  red iscovered . 

L ist,  L iebenfels and Sebottendorf al l  
backed up their  ideas by  eccentric scholar­
ship which posseses quite extraordinary s imi lar­
it ies w i th some m ore recent f r inge bel tefs.  
V on L is t  drew huge patterns on maps to  prove 
that medieaval churchs, and natural features 
were remains of vast prehistor ic s i tes, tn a 
manner s imi lar to those of present-day earth 
mysteries researchers. H i s  be l ief that med i­
a e v a l  w i tc h c r a f t  concealed pre-Christ ian 
mysteries forced undergrou nd by a rapac 1ous 
Church is held today by mystical ly i nc l 1 ned 
feminists. V on L iebenfels '  c ontention that the 
Old Testament c ontained cryptic references 
to a si nister anc ient orgias t ic cult that prom­
oted sex between super ior and i nfer ior races 
recal l s  J ohn  M. A l legro's attempts to f i nd 
evidence in the Bible for another mysterious 
orgiastic anc ient cu l t ,  this  t ime based on 
halluci nogenic _drugs. 

The S 1 m t l a r 1 t 1es between many of 
the ideas of the Ariosophists and Nazism are 
c lear . As wel l  as bel ieving i n  German racial 
super t or i ty ,  the Ariosophists were also anti­
semit lc and i n  1 905  von L iebenfels was already 
ad vocat ing genocide. H owever , there were 
also many poi nts of d i fference. The Arioso­
phists bel ieved that the new era would be 
ushered in by the work of a smal l ,  secret 
e l i te,  whereas the Nazis advocated mass 
pol i t ical act ion. Nazism made a demagogic 
appeal to the work ing c lass, whi le mant 
of the Ar i osoph ists had , l ike other nineteenth 
century racists, bel ieved that not only non­
Europeans but their ow n working classes were 
racial ly  inferior .  The Nazis supressed Free­
masonry,  whereas the Ariosophists bel ieved 
that i ts r i tuals preserved the anc ient Ger manic 
mysteries. ( I n  1 935  the remai mng Ariosophists, 
l ike the Masons, fel l  victim to  the Nazi pro­
scr tpt lon of secret societies) . 

Is it poss ible to trace direct connect ions 
between the Ariosophits and the Nazis, 
as has been clai med ? To some ex tent i t  is. 
H i mmler took many Ar iosoph1st ideas ser tously 
and maintai ned a research bureau on such 
matters, pres ided over by K. M. Wi l igut,  a self 
procla1med psychic archeologist,  whom he pro­
moted to general rank in the SS ; but H i m­
mler ' s  i nterest in these matters was widely 
regarded as eccentric even by the rest of the 
Naz1 h ierarchy.  H owever it does seem l ikely 
that H 1 tler met von L iebenfels on one occas­
sion in pre- 1 9 1 4  V ienna. He may have been 
fami l iar w i th the wr i t ings of von L ist, and 
there is no doubt that the swastika was f irst 
used as an  emblem by Ariosophists. H owever, 
all of this does certa inly not serve, as is some­
time al leged, t o  estab l ish occu l t ism, st i l l  
less  Satanism,  as is sometimes sensational ly  
c la imed , as the real  force behind the Nazi  
Party,  any more than one m ight make a 
S i mi lar c la im f or the Bri tish Labour  Party, on 
the basis of the i nvol vement of the Theoso­
phist  Annie Besant in the Fabian S ociety, or 
the Sp 1ntual ist  bel iefs of K ier Hardie and the 
Swedenborgian ones of Ramsey Macdonald. 

The ideas  the Ariosophists shared 
w i th the Nazis,  such as anti-semit ism and a 
bel ief in racial superior i ty were common ones 
in the n ineteenth century.  The main dist i nc t ive 
strand i n  Nazi bel iefs that may be regarded 
as havi ng been transmitted by the Ariosophists 
was its apocalyptic overview . Von L ist  had 
based part of h is  ideas on mediaeval German 
beliefs of the coming Emperor (often identif ied 
w i th a resurrected Frederick Barbarossa) who 
would s laughter the Jews and other enemies 
of G od,  and inst i tute a Messianic k ingdom. 
( These ideas and their inf luence on peasant 
revol ts in the M iddle Ages are described i n  
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detail  in N ormal  Cohn 's  Pursuit of the Mil len-
· 

nium.) It is scarcel y  fancifu l  to see ideas of 
the ' thousand year reich' and the ' f inal 
solution' as twentieth century apocalyptic 
ideas ; but  apocalyptic bel iefs are part of a 
Christ ian tradi t ion rather than an occult  one. 
and today · are be i ng mai ntained in the US by 
those who proclaim themselves foes of occul t­
ism and satanism.  

N icholas G oodr ich-C larke's s tudy concen­
trates very spec i f ical ly  on occu l t  bel iefs, and 
has l i t t le to  say abou t  al leged N azi i nterest 
in pseudo-sc ient if ic ideas such as eccentric 
cosmol ogy ,  another subject i n  which many 
u ndocumented c la ims have been made and 
where genu i ne research might prove inter­
est i ng.  E l l ic  H owe's  study of astrology in  the 
Th ird Reich provides a l ook at part of this 
terr i tory .  Tales of H i t ler consu l t i ng astrologers 
seem to  be w ithout  f ou ndation. There certai nly 
was a strong German astrological movement 
i n  th early  ' th irt ies wh ich saw a battle be­
tween trad i t ional ists and those who wanted 
to create an exp l ic i t ly  N azi  astological move­
ment,  but this si tuat ion was no d i f ferent from 
what happened i n  the arts, the churches and 
u ni vers i t ies. 

Experi ments w e re made 
to dis co ver the lo cation of 

British ships at sea by 
map do wsing . 

One one occasion H i t ler did send a mess­
age to  a national astrological conference, but 
th is  seems to  have consisted of the sort  of 
genera l i t ies that a total i tarian head of state 
m ight send to  any nat ional gatheri ng,  and did 
not stop off ic ia l  supression of much a:; tro; )g­
ical l i teratt,tre in tne ' th irt ie:; .  

WhP.n  W orld War 1 1  began, German intel­
l igence d id enl ist  the services of astrologers, 
but this seems largely to provide tech nical 
assistance f or the production of bogus alman­
acs and edi t ions of N ostradamus circulated 
i n  occupied Europe purport ing to for te! !  
German v ictory .  Ind ividual Nazi chiefs had an 
i nterest i n  astrology, but  i t  is not c lear that 
these were any m ore signi f icant than the 
astrol og ical  bel iefs of Mackenzie K i ng, the 
Canadian war-time P .M., or the Spir itual ist 
bel iefs of R AF chief L ord Dowding .  

I t  does seem to  be true that experi­
ments were made to  discover i f  British ships 
a t  sea m ight be l ocated by map dowsing, but 
i ronica l ly  this  seems t o  have been provoked by 
i naccurate reports that Br i t ish intell igence 
used such methods  - a s ituation rather s im i lar 
to what appears to be the real ity beh ind 
the so-cal led 'psychic arms race' between 
Russia a nd Amer ica. 
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THIRD RIICH 
A H istorical Study o f  Astrological 

Beliefs in Western Europe since 1 700 and 
in  H itler's Germany 1 933·45 

ELLIC HOWE 

MAGONIA BACK NU MBERS 

Many back numbers of Magonia and i ts  f ore­
ru nner MUFOB are st i l l available from stock , 
although suppl ies of some issues are very 
l i m i ted, and of necessity this i s  ref lected 
in  the pr ice charged. Copies wh ich are out 
of pr int are avai lab le  as photocop ies at about  
£ 1 . 50  each, depending on the  number of 
pages (send S AE f or m ore specif ic deta i l s) .  
P lease add postage a t  1 2p .  f or each two 
cop ies ordered. 

MUFOB new ser ies : 2,  4 ,  6, £ 1 .00 each 
MUFOB new series: 8, 9, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 3, 75p. each. 
MUFOB new series : 1 4 , 1 5 , £ 1 .00 each 
MAG ON I A : 1 ,  2, 3, £ 1 .00 each 
M AGONIA: 5, 7, 8, 9, £ 1 .25 each. 
M AG ONIA : 1 2, 1 8, 1 9, 20, 75p. each 
M AG ONIA : 1 6, 1 7 , 50p. 

1 8  

I n  addi t i on to h i s  study o f  astrology 
under the N azis,  H owe's  book also g ives 
a very i nterest ing account of the nineteenth 
century background to  contemporary astro­
l ogy.  F or reasons that are not real ly  c lear, 
as trology seems to  have surv ived in Br i ta in  
throughout the nineteenth century i n  the  wor ld 
of popular publ ishing ,  largely a imed at the 
w orki ng class, w i th some over lap w ith the 
f ields of w orking c lass self -education and 
popular science.  By contrast, on the conti nent 
astrol ogy d ied out ent irely in mid-century,  
to be revived as a preoccupation of wealthy 
occu l tist  i ntel lectuals w i th the emergence of 
theosophy.  ( I nterest ing ly ,  H owe also shows  
that the  idea of  the  tarot pack having occu l t  
s igni f icance seems, far f rom being ' trad i t ional 
lore ' ,  to have or iginated in  the same c ircles 
at the same t ime.) 

Both these books show that the study 
of occul t-type ideas and their i nf luence are 
i nterest ing and s igni f icant parts of c ontemp­
orary h istory .  ( I ndeed, the i nf luence of Theo­
sophy on twentieth century ideas seems to  be a 
subject of more i mpor tance than is general ly 
real ised.) Perhaps w i th what appears to be a 
s lackeni ng off of wor thless paperbacks on this 
f ield , this branch of study may attract  more 
ser ious work . 

N icholas Goodrick-Clark ' s  The Occul t  Roots of 
Nazism is publ ished by Aquar ian Press at £ 0.00. 
El l ic H owe's  Astrology and the Third Reich is 
also publ ished by  Aquar ian at £ 5.95.  

Also available from MAGONIA are cop ies 
of The Evidence f or  Alien Abductions by 
Editor J ohn  R i m mer.  

"A  much-needed exami nation of  the abduction 
problem i n  al l  i ts aspects, relat i ng the claimed 
experiences to abduct ions i n  other contexts, 
such as fairy k idnapp ings and white-slave 
rumours, analys ing abductee types and descr i ­
b i ng the attempts to f i nd hard  evidence for 
such experiences. 

Also avai lab le  is The Evidence for V is ions of 
the V irgin Mary , by Kevin  McCiure : "Kev i n  
McCiure s ifts  t h e  evidence for and agai ns t  
the  authentic ity o f  Marian appari t ions and 
presents lucid, objective accounts of eight 
key vis ions." 

Both books are availab le  at _£2.95, post free, 
from Magonia,  J ohn  Dee Cottage , 5 James 
Terrace, Mort lake Churchyard, L ondon SW 1 4. 
P lease make cheques or postal orders payable 
to ' J ohn  R immer ' or ' Kev in  McCJure' accord ing 
· -- +hp t it le you want.  § § § § § 

FROM THE 
UNDERWORLD 

TH E  real excitement of  research i s  the  f i ndi ng  

o f  a case, event or experience that, after 

sound i nvestigation, defies rational explan­

at ion. A case that g ives you a shiver down the 

spine and says that there's something out 

there, somethi ng beyond our own existence. 

the sort of case that makes all  our efforts 

worthwhile, and makes us l ook more l ike 

scientists than fanatics. 

Way back when there seemed to  be a l ot of 
these cases. Admitted ly  many of them would 
have i mpressed only someone as i nnocent and 
credu l ous as my younger sel f ,  who d idn' t 
real ise the depths perfect ly  respectable people 
w i l l  s i nk to i n  the course of  mak i ng a l i v ing 
out of wr i t ing .  But even so, there was so 
much research, say f i f teen years ago, so  
many case histor ies wr i t ten  i n  an orderly and 
scient i f ic fash ion that defied careless cr it ic ism, 
and there is  patently so  l i tt le now. For some 
years I ' ve been wonderi ng what ' s  happened , 
and this survey of magaz ines and journals i n  
pr int has provided a number of c lues. I thi nk 
I ' ve sor ted it out at last.  

The d ifference between the paranormal 
now , and the paranor mal dur ing the f irst 
years after I became i nvolved i n  1 968 appears 
to  be this .  No longer are the same numbers, 
or the same qual i ty ,  of i ntel l igent, i nquir ing 
people l ook ing at c la ims of paranormal events 
and experience objectively,  assessi ng them,  
report ing on  them,  act ing as  i nter med iaries 
w i th the w ider w or ld ,  mak i ng it i nf ormed 
and aware that th ings are s t i l l  happeni ng which 
cannot readi ly  be exp la ined. 
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I nstead (and "there are of course excep t­
ions to this judgement) the erstwhi le  investig­
igators have been drawn into their area of i n­
vestigation. They are bel ievers . They are i n­
volved. And i nstead of object ive j udgements, 
and the pool i ng and comparison of research , 
we f i nd oursel ves readi ng the theology and 
apologia of a var iety of bel ief systems, 
systems based on what were once wel l-def ined 
areas of i nvest igation. H ol is t ics rules, O.K . 

These changes are very clearly reflected 
i n  many of the publ icat i ons that have come 
my way in the past three months, and undoubt­
edl y  the best example  of a f i ne j ournal dis­
appear i ng up its own pr inc ip ia is  Flying Saucer 
Review (£ 9.50 f or s ix  issues from The Editor ,  
FSR Publ ications L td. ,  Snodland,  Kent ,  ME6 
5HJ) .  Once the doyen of UFO j ournals, the 
latest issue features several repr ints from 
other  pub l i c a t i ons , l e t ters  masquerading 
as artic les, ravings masquerading as let ters, 
and the editor ' s  usual pathetic fu lminations 
about Satanic UFO ent i t ies. F irst stop the 
Mountai ns of Mad ness, no doubt,  but i t  al l 
derives from the premise that the real i ty of 
UFO and UFO entity exper iences is beyond 
doubt,  and bears no further exami nat ion. 
What matters to FSR seems to be the commu­
nication and i nterpretation of that exper ience. 

Four j ournals in the Ear th Myster ies 
f ie ld are much m ore p leasant, nicely produced 
- car ing f or our her itage, loving the land.  
But what  The Ley Htu1ter (£ 4.00 for three iss­
ues from P O  Box 1 3 , Wel shpool , Powys, Wales) , 
Earthlines- Welsh Border Mysteries (£ 4 .00 f or 4 
issues f rom 7 Brookfield,  St irchley, Tel ford, 
Shropsh i re), Source - the Journal of the Holy 
Wells Group (£ 2 .70 for three issues to Mark 
Valent i ne, 35 Graf ton Way, New Dunston, 
N orthampton, NN 5 6NG), and the G la s tonbury 
Commtu1icator (£ 1 .00 an issue f rom Sunrise 
Wholefoods, G l astonbury Exper ience, H igh St . , 
G lastonbury,  Somerset) also have i n  common 
is a s i m i lar i nvolvement, wr i t ing from a 
world where assumpt ions about the ex istence 
of design and i ntel l igence and d irection i n  the 
lie of the landscape are taken for granted. 
Their a im is not to  convert or conv i nce. What­
ever happened to  the great Earth Mystery 
debates of a decade or so ago ?  

I d i d  have high hopes o f  the magical 
j ournals  I was send i ng for .  Often these are 
f i nce case resources, f irst-hand repor ts of 
exotic e�perience, w ith h ints of a r i tual 
manner 1n which such exper ience can be 
i ni t iated . Magic is ,  after all, about  mak ing 
events occur i n  accordance w ith w i l l ,  whether 
it be by empathy w i th the natura I order, or by 
dominat ion over it.  However, I ' ve been dis­
appointed, though there are sti l l  some more 
ti t les on the way in this f ield.  The Cauldron ( £ 2  



f rom M. H oward , 4 L lysonnen Cottages, 
L lysonnen  R oad, Meidr im,  Carmarthen, Dyfed) 
and the evergreen Q u e s t  (£ 1 .20  from Marian 
Green, BCM/SCL Quest,  L ondon, WC I N  3XX)  
continue to possess a credib i l i ty relat ing to  
careful and concer ned pagan exper i mentation. 
But the formerly sharp and offens ive L a m p of 
Tho th (excel lent value at £ 1 .97  an issue f rom 
L .O.T., 4 - 8  Burley L odge R oad , Leeds, 
LS6 IQP, sent w i th fasc inat ing equipment l ists) 
and the sens i t ive,  funny , thought provok i ng 
A q u a r i a n  A rro w (£ 1 . 0 0  f r o m  BCM Opal , 
L ondon, WC I N  3XX) both seem a l i tt le smug 
and sel f  satisf ied now . St i l l  w orth having,  I ' d  
hasten to add, b u t  unl ikely to  g i v e  us any i n­
sights into the extremes of human exper ience. 
A l i tt le l ike shoppi ng at  Laura Ashley now 
i t ' s  big and famous - the qual i t y ' s  s t i l l  great, 
but you don' t leave the shop feel i ng you ' ve 
f ou nd somethi ng special any m ore .  

What ' s  actually st irred me from my 
apathy ? I n  what d irection w ould I want to  
poi nt someone who I wanted to  i nvolve i n  our 
areas of research ? Wel l ,  two good U F O  mag­
azines f or a start ,  the f irst of them Br i t ish, ., and a l i tt le reminiscent of early Magonia, or 
i ts  predecessor MUFOB. This is UFO Brigantia, 
maybe not the snappiest of t i t les - the j ournal 
of the West Y orkshire UFO Research Group, 
wh ich you real ly  ought to subscr ibe to  at £ 3.60 
for six issues from Andy R oberts,  84 E l land 
R oad , Brighouse, W. Y orks.,  H D6 2Q R .  This 
is a neat A 5  magazine,  l iterate and orig ina l ,  
w i th rea l  sight ing repor ts,  historical research 
of good qual i ty ,  speculation, and a sense of ad­
venture and purpose miss ing too of ten at 
present. Real research and c onsideration, 
stretching way beyond the l i m i ts of a local  
group, and open  to contribut ions f r om wr iters 
who can put a decent article together , too. 

A ny UFO j our nal edi ted by  J erry Clark, 
and also i nvolv ing Al ien H y nek and R ichard 
Hall has to  be good,  and Intenational UFO Re­
p o r t e r  is certainly that .  At $30 f or 6 i ssues 
f r om Center f or UFO Studies, 1 95 5  J ohn 's  
Dr ive,  G lenview, IL 60025,  USA,  i t ' s  expens ive,  
and someone over there clearly bel ieves that 
large pr int ,  g lossy paper, and natty l i ne draw­
i ngs lend a respectabi l i ty that i s  w orth all  
that money . Personal ly  I wou ld  prefer it at  
half the pr ice, l i tho  on A£ , but  I . U . R .  seems 
to  be where the best of U S  research i s  goi ng 
to appear, so anyone seri ously i nvolved ought 
to  make the effor t  to  subscribe.  

Other than that,  lets c l ose w ith one 
neat US publ ication, and one dow nr ight shame. 
' Heretic'  is a role that ' s  always appealed to  me 
so  maybe I 'm predisposed to  the Heretics Jour­
na l Bul l e t in  ( free, but  do make a donat ion, 
f rom PO Box 1 2347, Seatt le,  WA 98 1 1 1 , 
USA.) Pol itics somewhere between pagan and 
green, persecut ion, Children's L iberation, cults -
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the stuff of American freeth i nk i ng over the 
past twenty year compi led by a car i ng and 
i ntell igent i ndividual . Provokes thought.  G ood 
for the brain. Reads better than f ish . 

When I say dow nr ight shame, 1 mean 
the sad waste of a l ot of resources clearl y  
sunk - and I fear that 's  t h e  r ight w ord -
i nto  a new Br it ish news-stand magaz i ne.  
As The Unknown pu l ls  away stead i ly  from 
a shaky start to become a popular and w orth­
whi le publication containing genu i ne research 
mater ial , much of it f rom the old Unexplained 
maf ia, there appears Beyond Science, dear 
at £ 1 . 50, but s imi lar in product ion qual ity 
and presentati on to the best of Alpha, and 
using colour as wel l .  

I t  must have c ost  a f or tune to secure the dis­
tr ibutiuon i t  has,  especial l y  w i th so l i t t le 
advertisi ng content ; i t ' s  just  sad that the 
content resembles Prediction at its most b land ,  
and i t s  art ic les evoke a l l  t h e  exc i tement 
of watchi ng paint dry.  U nk nown wr i ters, l i mp 
treatments of a w ide range of ' occul t '  subjects, 
pages of wasted space that I ' m  sure many 
decent , commited wr iters would be w i l l i ng 
to f i l l  for l i tt le or nothing .  The second issue 
appears to  be as wishy-washy as the f irst ,  
and I just  can' t see i t  surv ing summer.  ( i t ' l l  
probably sell  a m i l l i on now :) 

I ' l l  be around next  issue - any correspondence 
i s  happ ily received . 
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REVIEWS 

G R AV ES,  Tom. The Diviner's Handbook. 
Thorson's,  I 986. £ 2 .99. 

Th is is not a book which sets out 
to argue the case for or against d iv in ing ;  the 
real ity of the phenomenon is taken for granted , 
and this is ,  as the tit le impl ies, a straight­
forward ' how to do  i t '  manual . As such, I 
suspect that those who do accept the real ity 
of this fac i l i ty wi l l  f i nd this  book invaluable; 
those who reject d iv tning as mumbo-jumbo 
may exper iment with bent coat-hangers as 
much as they l tke wi th no resu l t  other than a 
devastated wardrobe. Those, l ike your reviewer, 
who attempt to balance the al leged pract ical 
resu l ts of the process against the d i f f iculty 
of seeing how i t  could possibly operate, 
w i l l  f i nd this book l i tt le help, and must wai t 
l onger for a truly balanced survey of the 
argu ments - in  the Aquar ian ' Evidence for '  
ser tes, perhaps? Those w h o  feel they do have 
the necessary ab i l i ties and sk i l l s  for dowsing 
w ould be adv ised to consu l t  this book , w i th 
its straightforward instruct ions and exp lan­
at ions , and try their luck . J.R. 

MATTH E WS,  Cai t l i n  and J ohn.  The Western 
Way. Arkana,  1 985.  

Most cultures have evol ved their  ow n 
systems of sp ir itual sel f-deve lopment.  In this 
century,  and particularly i n  the last twenty 
years, an  expl osion of l i terature has brought 
i nto  the publ ic domain systems of meditat ion, 
r i tual and sel f -development from every cul ture. 
The benef i ts of this unvei l ing have been 
the cross-fert i l isation and revital isation of 
systems which were in danger of becoming 
fossil ised . H owever , in the past, the secrets of 

each method were carefu l ly guarded , and 
to good purpose : to one unprepared a particu lar 
path may be ineffect ive and even dangerous. 
These d if f icu l t ies redouble i f  one tr tes to 
fol low a system which evolved in a cul ture 
quite d ifferent to  one ' s  ow n. 

Cait l i n  and J ohn Matthews, who both 
have had deep exper ience of several paths, 
have i n  this book developed a system of spec­
i f ic value to Westerners. The sub-t it le of the 
book is "A P ractical Gu ide to  the Wester n 
Mystery Trad it ion" , and such is exac tly what 
i t  is : prac t ical  and wr itten from exper ience. 

A s e r i e s  of p r ogressive exercises 
is g iven  which seeks to put the pract i t ioner 
in touch w i th the source of his be i ng ;  each 
exercise is explained both to purpose and 
methodology .  Having been fortunate enough, 
l ong ago, to  have received i nstruction in  one of 
the exerc ises from the authours, I can person­
al ly  vouch for their effect iveness. All in al l 
one of the m ost i ntell igent ly wr i tten gu ides 
to the Western way . 

Amidst this paen of praise I must str ike 
one note of disappointment : I have l ong 
given up expect ing East European names to be 
wr i tten correctly in books in Eng l ish, but to 
spe l l  the famous anthropologist 's  name as 
Mal inowsk i and then a few l i nes later as 
Mal i nowsky indicates that a proof-reader should 
be spoken to. Woj tek G aworzewski 

EV ANS, H i lary . Vis ions * Appari t ions * Alien 
V is i tors. Aquar ian Press, 1 986. £ 6.99 

Kevin McCJure's encomium on the 
hardback version of this important book app­
eared in Magonia 1 8 .  There is l i tt le to  add 
on the appearance of a paperback edi t ion, 
except to  say that there is now even less 
excuse for any Magonia reader to be wi thout 
this  essential readi ng.  J.R. 

C L A R K ,  David , and OL DROY D, Granvt l le .  
Spookl ights : a British survey. Pr ivately 
publ ished, 1 986. £ 1 .50 ( Available from 
6 Old Retford Road , Sheff ield , S l 3  9QZ) 

C onsider i ng the current amount of 
i nterest in earthl ights this book let comes at 
just the r ight time. David and Granvi l le  are 
easily the m ost industrious Brit ish researchers 
i nto  a w ide range of histor ical Fortean reports.  
As might be expected from them there is a 
solid concentration on the stories themselves 
rather than on mak ing them conform to 
one theory .  Most of their sources are news­
papers, but  these are supplemented by material 
f rom magaz i nes, and books on folk lore, as wel l  
as some on-s i te i nvestigation. Lack i ng the 
sensational ism that clu tters many UFO and 
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f ortean books, Spooklights makes an easy and 
enter tai n ing read , that shows inte l l igent use 
of i ts  mater ial . 

M ost of the book let deals w i th the 
' l um inous ow l '  scare that took p lace i n  N or folk 
in the w i nter of 1 907/ 1 908, and the l ights 
which plagued the Burton Dasset hi l ls  in  
ear ly 1 923.  I n  add i t ion there are cases from 
Ireland that preceded the 1 9 1 3  Br it ish phantom 
a irship scare; l ights over Dartmoor i n  the 
SU IT!mer of 1 9 1 5  thought to be caused by 
German spy ing act iv i ty; l ights observed at the 
same t i me as the 1 905  Welsh reports; and 
l ights of f the Durham c oast that caused ship­
wrecks from 1 865-66. 

The introduction and one short chapter 
sur vey the var ious explanat ions that have been 
offered, and although the compi lers quote 
favourably H i l ary Evans ' s  suggestion that these 
l ights m ight be the manifestation of some f or m  
o f  i ntel l igence, at they end express t h e  hope 
that m ore work wil l  go  into attempt ing to 
sol ve this mystery.  

Perhaps the au thors could have spent 
some t ime discuss ing why or how these myster­
i ous b l obs of l ight get mixed up w i th stor ies 
of b lack dogs, cl oaked f igures, w i tchcraft ,  
r i tual murder, enemy sp ies and a irships, 
fa iry treasure, sp i r i ts of the dead , re l ig ious 
revivals ,  ear th tremors, megal i ths,  ghost ly  
batt les ,  appar i t ions , etc. ,  a l l  of  which are 
noted in  the book let .  H owever this is  a m i nor 
cr i t ic ism.  

Whatever your theoretical or ientat ion, 
this is a great source of i nf or mation which 
should  i nspire more work on the subject .  It sets 
an exce l lent example f or other researchers, and 
provides a fasc i nat ing g l i mpse into Magonia. 

N igel Watson 

BAU ER,  Henry .  Beyond Velikovsky.  U nivers ity 
of I l l i nois Press, 1 9&4.  $ 24 .25  

Henry Bauer, best k now n f or h is  b ib l io­
graph ies of Loch Ness Monster l i terature, has 
wr itten an excel lent summary of the V e l ik­
ovsky affair .  I suspect that he star ted out 
sy mpathetic to Ve l ikovsky,  outraged by the 
actions of his more extreme cr t ttcs, who  
organised book boycotts, sacked peop le  and 
attacked V e l ik ovsky wi thout actua l l y  readmg 
h is  w ork.  This makes Bauer ' s  cr i tique of 
Ve l ikovsky a l l  the more damning ,  as he is re­
vealed in these pages as a man who argued 
w i th total authority on subjects wtth whtch 
he was total ly  ignorant.  . A new revelat ion to m ost of us ts 
that V. was the author of a pseudo-sc ient i f ic 
w ork cal led Co smos Wi thout Gravitation : 
Attraction, Repulsion and Circumduction in the 
Solar System, written in 1 946,  f ou r  years 
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before Worlds in Collision. The g e ne ral argu­
ment of that work seemed to be that e lectro­
magnet ism and not gravitat ton held the p lanets 
in orb t t .  H is reject ion of gravitat ton was 
based on a ltst of 25  anomalies. I t  takes Bauer 
eleven pages to d ispose of just one of these, 
admirably mak i ng his point that the proper 
demol i t ion of pseudoscience is  an i m mensely 
t ime-consuming bus iness. 

Bauer shows that many of V ' s  so-cal led 
pred ic t ions are largely tr iv ia l ,  and were often 
just  throw n  in  w i thout any demonstration as to 
why the shou ld  occur.  

There was no reason why V.  shou ld have 
been l istened to by sc ientists : he had no 
exper t ise i n  the f ields i n  which he was wr i t ing, 
no conception of what k i nds of evidence 
scienttsts considered to be val id,  and had no 
concept ton of the accep ted canons f or pub! ic­
at ton. Perhaps one can p i tch this a l i t t le  
stronger that  Bauer does : scient t f ic journals 
regular ly receive u nsol ici ted manuscrtpts of 
of t e n  c o n s i d e r a b le length and turgtd t ty ,  
on subjects about  which the authors are a lmost 
total l y  tgnorant. They do not have the t i me or 
i nc l i nation to take them ser i ously;  why shou ld 
they have to  do  so just because this parttcular 
one received a bal lyhooed commerc ial pub l t ­
at ion?  Faced w i th this s ituation the scient i f ic  
communtty could not just drop everyth t ng and 
spend weeks on a detai led refutation, yet t t  
fe l t  compelled to respond . The result  was  a 
select ion of often very f ool ish,  dogmatic and 
i l l -considered rebutals by people who knew 
" i n  your guts y ou know he ' s  nu ts",  but found 
i t  very d i f f icu l t  and/or t ime consu m t ng ,  
t o  prove i t .  W i thout th i s  ons laught i t  i s  
p robable that Ve l ikovsky would have faded t nto 
obscur i ty : w ith i t  the legend of the mar tyred 
genius was b or n. 

M a ny of Bauer 's  conc lustons about 
science, the confusion between sc tent i f ic 
knowledge and truth, the reasons why unor tho­
dox c la ims are rarely taken ser ious ly ,  have a 
wider app l ication to mant ' f ortean' f te lds .  
F or examp le,  he p oints out that ,  wh i le not 
idea l ,  the tac i t  consensus of experts in a g iven 
f ie ld  is the best way of judging c la ims i n  the 
real wor ld ; that sc ience cannot deal w i th 
isolated anomalies that run cou nter to the 
theories bu i l t up from scores of well estab­
l ished facts ; that eyewitness test imony and the 
' test i m ony of tradtt ion' in  particular have a 
very l ow status w i thin science. 

Bauer also shows the numerous semantic 
tr icks which both bel ievers and sceptics resort 
to  i n  order to  sway opi nion. 

There are certain weak nesses i n  the 
book - the account of science is perhaps si mp­
l istic and over ideal ist ic.  The p ower of wor ld-

2 3  

B O O K S + + B O O K S + + B O O K S + + B O O K S  + + B O O K S + + B O O K S + + B O O K S  

v iew t o  mould observation and ' fact' is  not 
emphas ised . M ore important ly ,  I do not thtnk 
Bauer rea l ly  deals w ith the external factors 
which gave emotional power to the arguments 
on both sides. 

But the main problem with the book , 
l ike so many I have been reviewi ng lately, 
is the price : beyond the pockets of most 
i nd i viduals and even most l i braries. The 
Br tt tsh l e nd i ng L ib rary st i l l  purchases some i n  
our f ie ld ,  b u t  they are cutt ing back . P R  

WOOD, David . Genisis; first book of Revel­
ations. Baton Press, 1 9&5 .  £ 1 5 .00 

Over the last ten years TV programmes 
and a book by Henry L i ncol n and others,  
The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail,  have dealt 
w ith the mystery of Rennes la  Chateau ,  in  the 
S outh of F rance, where a Cathol ic priest 
named de Saunier appears to have made some 
myster ious archeological d iscovery in

. 
the 

1 890 's  which made him r tch and enabled htm to 
renovate the old v i l l age church in  a style 
ful l  of cryptic decorat ions hi nti ng at some 
great secret.  The story is clear ly  a strange 
one, remi niscent of Raiders of the Lost Ark 
and,  i n  the absence of detai led cttattOn of 
source mater ia l ,  one can only wonder how 
much it owes to the elaboration of gosstp 
or de l iberate confusion by some of those 
invol ved . 

H owever, Mr L i ncol n has argued that 
the tale is in some way l i nked with the myst­
er ious manifestoes of a secret society cal lmg 
i tself  the Pr iory of Sion that have appeared 
in France s ince the 1 960's.  If such an organ­
isat iOn rea l ly  ex ists it is no doubt part of the 
cur ious underwor ld of Masonic-type groups 
or dub ious Catholic orders of chivalry (worlds 
which someti mes i nterpenetrate and, as the P2 
scandal has show n, may be l i nked to the murky 
w or ld  of u l tra-r ight pol i tics and inte l l igence) . 
H owever at this point Mr L i ncoln throws 
caut ion to  the w i nd, takes the w i ldest c latms 
made i n  these mani festoes, adds more of 
h is  ow n and ends up wi th a solution inv?lv ing 
a l i ne of descent back through Medtaeval 
French k i ngs, to  Jesus h imse l f  • .  

Al l  of this is restratnt ttse l f  compared 
to David Wood 's  treatment of the mystery 
in his sumptuously produced book . He beg ins 
by estab l ish ing the church at Rennes la  
Chateau on a series of  l i nes whtch he draws 
on maps of the area. L ike most such exe�­
cises the resul t  certainly proves that t t  
is p oss ible to  draw l i nes o n  a map, b u t  beyond 
thts rematns obscure. 

More remarkab le  discoveries await the 
reader .  The hi l ls  to  the north of Rennes when 
seen on a relief map resemble the shape 

of a horse (actual l y  they resemble a character 
from the Moom i nfami ly  chi ldren's books more 
closely,  but never mind) .  Moreover ,  near the 
horse's backside is another h t l l  formatton 
shaped l ike a serpent or sperm (or for that 
matter a tadpole) a comb i nation on whose 
signif icance Mr Wood, perha�s merctfu l l y ,  
remains vague. H owever, t f  he ts to be bel ie­
ved there is certainly a lot of thts sort  of 
th ing about  at Rennes la Chateau . Another 
geometrical construct ton arou nd the landscape 
represents, we are told, the vag ina of the 
Egyptian sky-goddess Nut,  whose name has a 
certain aptness in the circumstances, and one 
can only w onder how l ong it can be before 
some Gal l ic Madame Whitehouse is  attempting 
to ban i ndecent landscape geometry . 

The Rennes mystery is l i nked with the 
mysteries of the H oly Grai l ,  whtch it would 
seem is l i nked wi th some for m  of castratton 
r itual , the technica l i ties of which are gone 
i nto . i n  some detai l . Fur ther clues to the 
mystery are f ound in the pai ni ngs of Leonardo 
da V i nc i ,  the Bible, alchemy, the Rubatat 
of Omar Khayyam and the rules of chess. 
Mr Wood seems reminiscent of the music­
hal l comed ian who trave l led around a lot 
because w i th an act l ike h is he had to, but one 
cannot help think ing that if this book were 
a music-hal l act i t  w ould at some pot nt 
have attracted the attention of the man 
in the w i ngs w i th a l ong pole w i th a hook on 
the end ! 

In v iew of Mr W ood's preoccupations 
described ear l ier,  one expects the worst from 
a sect ion headed ' Did the ear th move ? '  but 
this is  i n  fact a rehearsal of the evidence for 
cosmic catastrophe i n  anc ient t imes, the rele­
vance of which to his subject is not obvious 
beyond the apparent fact that the geometry 
of Rennes i nd icates the posit ion of Atlantts 
and anc ient ex traterrestr ials from S ir ius may 
somehow be i nvol ved i n  all this. 

· Henry  L i ncol n  contr ibutes a forward 
which when read careful ly  - "whether it 
be proved r ight or wrong I am bound to 
say 'amaz i ng' " - suggests he is as baff led 
by it a l l  as I am. R.S. 

L E AH EY , Thomas Hardy,  and Grace Evans. 
Psychology's Occu l t  Doubles: psychology 
a nd the problem of pseudoscience. 
Nelson Hal l .  Chicago, 1 983 .  $ 25.95 

The ' occul t doubles' of  the t i t le are 
phrenology, mesmer ism, spir itual ism psych ical 
research and contemporary theraput ic cults .  
Each i s  examined to see to  what extent 
the label 'pseudoscience' app l ies. The treat­
ment of phrenology is l ong and sympathetic; 
the authours mak ing the potnt that the central 
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1deas of i ts founder,  Ga l l  - a mater ia l ist  theory  
of  the  mmd,  contains l i tt le that  would seem 
odd today. The 'bump-read ing '  of cranioscopy 
was a corol lary ,  al though later pract ices 
e levated this into a central pr i ncipa l . 

In contrast the treatment of Spr itual ism 
is  super f icial  and dismissive, being w r i t ten  
off as  a fraud, largely on  the  confessions of 
f or mer med iu m  Lama Keene.  The maj or prob­
lems  presented by such mental mediums 
as P iper and Leonard, or physical mediums 
such  as Pal lad io  and H ome are  s imply  ignored. 

Parapsychology is much m ore respect­
ful ly approached , and the Leaheys cons ider i t  
metholog ical ly  at least ,  to be a t  worst  an 
overambi t ious pre-science, at best a scie nce.  
H owever, as  reagrds content, the jury is 
sti l l  out.  They suggest two maj or prob lems 
c on f r o n t  parapsychol ogy, parapsychol og ists,  
and the t r  cr i t ics,  who both tend t o  see the 
study i n  ter ms of naive fa ls i f icat ion - the 'one 
whi te crow '  type of argument . On the contrary 
a successful research programme w i l l  not be 
over thrown  by a few contrary fac ts. Second­
ly ,  a new generation o f  parapsychologists ,  i n  
the1r eager ness to be ' scient i f ic '  and to  har­
m onise parapsychology (or paraphysics) w i th 
quantu m physics, are in danger of isolat ing 
themsel ves from the emotional dep ths of anti­
mater ia l t sm of the f ounders, and back i ng 
themsel ves into ' sc ientism ' .  

"Further more, the material ist  scents 
the rel ig ious wolf i n  sc ientif ic sheep ' s  c l oth ing ,  
wh tch threatens the i r  freedom from the 
he l l ish tyranny of fa i th ." 

The account of the views of P opper , 
Lakates and Kuhn in the i nt roduct ion is per­
haps  the most lucid I have seen. I actual l y  
u nderstood what  Lakatos is talk ing about .  P.R.  

BECKFORD, James A .  Cul t  Controversies: 
the societal response to the new rel ig­
i ou s  m ovements.  Ta v i s t oc k ,  1 985 .  
£ 8.00 

An ex tremenly  i nteres t i ng study of the 
new movements and society ' s  response to 
them. Particular emphasis is p laced on the 
processes of d isengagement f r om the new 
r e l igi ons (especia l ly  f rom the U ni f icat ion 
Church) , and how those who d isengage are 
f arced t o  adopt the r ole of ' i ncompetent '  by 
their fami l ies and community .  The pub l ic 
response to the cults  in the U K ,  Germany 
and France is d iscussed . 

Bec k f or d  c onc l udes  t h a t  c o nf l icts 
between the l iberal capi tal ist  state, and groups 
w i th often anti- l iberal col lect i v ist ideologies, 
are unavoidab le, and i t  is i n  the nature of our 
secular society that such conf l icts are couched 

10 psychologtcal ,  med tcal and soc i olog tcal , 
ra ther than theol ogical , terms. 

A poi nt  which emerges f rom the book , 
but  which I think is not commented on, 
is that cults and parents both share a bel tef 
that the you ng recru i ts are im mature and need 
to be protected from ex ternal evi ls  by fair ly  
c oe r c ive methods.  The h ost i l i ty  betwee n 
the tw o groups may be a resu l t  of their r ivalry 
as agenc ies of coerc1ve protec t ionism.  

Magonia readers w i l l  f i nd the  discussion 
of the 'psychic '  experiences of ex-Moonies 
[pp . l 64-7] of great t nterest ,  and relate them 
t o  the gener l  d iscussions of wr i ters l ike 
Huf ford,  and others .  P .R.  

BROML EY , David G .  and J .  T.  RlCH A RDS ON . 
(eds.) The Brainwashi ng/Deprogrami ng 
Controversy : sociological, psychological 
and legal perspect ives. Edw i n  Mel l i n 
Press, N . Y .  and Toronto. $49.95.  

Twenty-one issues on var ious aspects of  
the deprogram ing controversy ; a l l  but  one of  
the essays are American or iented , but have a 
grow i ng relevance in the U . K .  Beh i nd many of 
the fears generated by the new re l ig ions in the 
west is perhaps the fear that they may do to  
us what  we (or our missionar ies) d id to them.  
Contemporary fears about  bra inwash ing echo 
age-old fears of 'bew i tchment ' ,  'enchantment ' , 
etc .,  which have been ment ioned in Magonia i n  
vast ly  dif ferent contexts .  P.R.  

DEMOS ,  J ohn  Putnam.  Entertaining Satan:  
witchcraft and the cul ture of  New 
E ngland. Oxf ord U niversity Press, 1 982 .  
£ 26.50 (paperback £ 8 .95) 

A very detai led psychol og ical , soc io log­
ical and h istor ical analysis of w i tchcraft  in 
colonial New England .  Demos draws his 
material f rom cases ou tside the Salem w i tch 
scare. The or ig ins of  w i tchcraf t accusations are 
seen in  the c ontext of i ndiv idual and col lec t ­
ive cr ises . One feature of t h e  w i tchcraf t  ex­
per ience was that of ' v io lat ion' - w i tches were 
pushy, i ntrusive people,  whose i ntrusions reach­
ed the point of v iolat ing the psychic and psy­
chol og ical i ntegr i ty of the ' v ict im ' .  Some of 
the accounts i nc lude classic pol tergeist effects, 
such as "ratt l i ngs, shak i ngs,  breakage, sudden 
d isappearances" , and as i n  m odern cases, 
' naugh ty '  ch i ldren are seen as a potent ia l  
explanation. The section on psychol ogy leans 
heavi ly on F reudian or thodoxy ,  which  negates 
the ef fec t  f or non-bel ievers.  P .R .  

P r inted by Emjay Reprographics 
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