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EDITORIAL 
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OTH ERS, c loser t o  him and more qual i f ied 
than us, have writ ten deep ly-fe lt  obituar ies 
to the late Or H y nek. lt is perhaps e nough 
f or us to note that with his passing there now 
are now few sc ientists who are prepared t o  
l ine up q u i t e  so p u b l i c l y  on the UFO-proponent 
side.  Those few scient ists who st t l l  take 
an i nterest i n  the subjec t  remain very much 
part of the ' i nvisible c ol lege ' ;  and are most ly 
act ive i n  the human and behavioural sc iences 
rather than the natural sciences like H y nek. 

The reason why this should be so are 
not immed iately apparent .  A t  first g lance an 
i nterest in u f ology wou ld seem no more harmful 
( or otherwise) t o  a scient i f ic repu tat ion 
than an interest in psychical research, and 
there seems to be l itt le inhib t t ion on sc tent­
ists p rofessi ng a pub l ic interest in such t op ics 
as ESP , psychki nesis, e tc .  I ndeed , as we are 
constantly reminded , the SP R was fou nded by 
d ist inguished p r act i t i oners of the physical 
scie nces. C ould  part  of the reason be that 
c onventional psi phe nomena do not prese nt 
such a threat t o  the i ntegr i ty of the physical 
sc ie nces as is p opularly supposed ? I ndeed, as 
some of the harshest cri t ics of psychical re­
search come f r om the f ield of psychol ogy 
(Hansel is a p r omine nt example) we might 
suppose that psi , if it exist,  prese nts more of 
a threat to the 'sof t '  than the 'hard' scie nces. 
U F OS, on the other hand , are easi ly incorpor­
ated into the discip lines of the psychol ogist 
sociologist and anthr opolog ist (see Peter Roger ­
son's contrtbution this issue) , but  represe nt 
a maj or threat to the world views of the 
physicist and astr onomer . 

IN Oct ober 1 984, as an experiment,  we devoted 
much of Mago nia to a d iscussion of the present 
state of the ETH , with contr ibu t ions f r om a 
wide spectrum of opi ni on. lt seems wor thwhile 
t o  repeat the exercise , this t ime on the theme 
of the present status of 'ear th- lights' , 'BOLs ' ,  
'spooklights' e t c .  We would l ike to hear f rom 
anybody who has a contr ibut ion to make 
on the theme, whe ther as a f u l l -length ar t ic le ,  
a le tter , or  even just a shor t note or comment.  
This is a f ield which Magonia has been accused 
of ignor i ng in the past.  We don' t agree, 
but would l ike t o  g ive this oppor tunity f or a 
wide expression of views on the subject .  

TAKEN TO THE LIMITS 
Peter Rogerson 

The origins of this study go back to the 
beginnings of my association with MUFOB, 

as an attempt to understand the 

emotional power behind the extreme scepticism ������ 
of authors such as Patrick Moore. 

It is perhaps also a meditation on my 
own childhood night terrors. 

,..�* ; ·. :t- ��� 

IN analysing human societies, anthropologists 
have often found i t  useful to study the inter ­
act ion between human bei ngs and wild nature. 
They have chosen to cal l  these two realms 
'hab i tat' and 'wi lderness'. A term such as 
'habitat' implies far more than a geographical 
sett lement: it is the 'fenced in' [ 1]  zone of 
rat ional, ordered l ife; the domain under the 
control of human reason and ingenuity - the 
k nown, the famil iar ,  the ordered and tame. I t  
i s  the wor ld of "day l ight reason and common­
sense". ' W i lderness' therefore is the oppos i tion 
to the rat ional ,  ordered wor ld .  It is the wor ld 
of u ntamed nature outside the boundaries of 
habi tat ion, the domain of the unknown, of 
p assion and sexual i ty ,  of ' the unconscious', the 
secret heart of things, chaos, disorder and the 
'super natural ' .  

Habitat i s  forged ou t  of wilderness and 
chaos by a sustained effor t.  The atti tude of the 
F ipa of Tanzania is typical of many agr icu l t­
ural societies, traditional Christendom, and 
much contemporary rational ism. The wor ld is 
div ided into the princip les of open rational i ty ,  
sy mbol ised by the head, and secret sexuality , 
symbol ised by the loins.  The ideal of the com­
munity is the subduing of the forces of nature: 
this task is delegated to specialist 'doctors'. 

However, the community is haunted by fear of 
the apostate doctor ,  who wil l  a l ly htmself 
with those natural forces he is supposed 
to subdue. He is b lack-hearted, carr ied about 
upside-down by his wife while worki ng evil in 
the vi l lage, can assume the shape of wild 
beasts such as leopard or hyena, and commands 
the bush creatures to invade the huts of 
his vict im. [2]. Powers such as these were 
later attr ibuted to Dracula.  

The fear that the special guardians of 
a culture are secretly in league with the 
forces destroying it ,  and are guil ty of violat ing 
society's most sacred taboos is still a very 
present one. Thus members of the State 
Department were accused of being communists 
by McCarthy; doctors and clergymen (guardians 
of our bodies and souls) are accused in Parl ia­
ment of being chi ld-moles ters. ( A n e xce l len t  
example o f  the ambiguous nature o f  the 
'doctors' who guard hab itat against  wilder ness 
is provided by the 'benandante' or 'good­
walkers' of 16th- 1 7th century Fru i l i  in I taly. 
These were people born with a cau l ,  who when 
summoned by an angelic bedroom-visitor, 
went out in OOBE form to defend the crops 
agains t  bands of witches. The inquisition f inally 
tur ned the benandante themselves into witches. 



The V ictor ians held sim ilar at t i tudes t o  
the Fipa. The task o f  civilisat ion was t o  subdue 
'animality ' by ' reason' . The 18th century 
enc l osures of ' w ilder ness' common spaces was 
speeded up, habitat in the f or m  of canals and 
railways thrust deeper i nto the wilder ness. 
the inter nal proletar iat was subdued by Meth­
odism, te mperance, sabbatarianism, fac tory 
d iscipli ne , the new borough and cou nt y  p olice 
f orces; bul l  bai ting ,  ale-house brawls,  etc. were 
to be rep laced by ' rational recreattons' such 
as lectures on steam-hammers at the M echan­
ics I nst i tute,  Publ ic L tbrar ies, and v icarage 
tea-par t ies w i th lanter n-slides of the H ol y  Land. 
Imperial ism and missi onary activi t y  subdued 
the ' dark conti ne nt' . Both the abor ig inal  i nhab­
itants of the colonial terr it or ies and the 
urban p oor were ascr tbed sub-hu man, 'antmal ' 
status, and were seen as savage beast to be 
tamed. Darkest Afr ica was paralleled by dark­
est E ngland [3a,b, 4]. The scientist was one of 
the leaders pushi ng habitat progressive ly  ou t 
into the wildreness. H owever , i n  the eyes of 
many some scient ists, Darwin particularly , and 
la rer Freud, p layed the role of ' traitor ' ,  
remind i ng hu mankind of its essential physical 
and psychol og ical w ild ness. The evil scientist 
was to replace the witch as the ' dark d octor ' 
oi the i magi nati on. 

The sociologist and theologian Peter 
Berger has discussed this precar i ous habitat. 
His habitat is the whole cosmos or ordered , 
m e a ni ngf ul ,  s oc i a l l y  c o ns tructed real ity, 
which he calls the nomos . He argues that "[i n] 
marg i nal  s i tuat ions [such as] commonly occur i n  
dreams and fantasy may appear on the horizon 
of consciousness hau nting suspici ons that the 
w or ld may have another aspect than its 
nor mal one; that is that p reviously accepted 
def i nitions of reality may be frag i le  or eve n 
f raudulent . Such suspicions ex tend t o  the 
ide ntit y  of self and others. Every socially 
defined reality must face the constant poss­
ibil ity of col lapse into anomy .  The margi nal 
situat ions, param ou nt amongst them death, 
reveal the i nate precariousness of all social 
worlds. Every nomos is an area of m eani ng 
carved out of a vast mass of meani nglessness, a 
small clear i ng i n  a f or mless dark ,  always 
ominous jungle. [Fr om] the perspect ive of the 
i ndividual the no mos repr.esents the bright 'day­
side' of life te nuously held onto agai nst the 
sinister shadow of the ' night ' . Ever y  nomos is a 
edifice erected i n  the face of p ot e nt and alien 
forces of chaos [which] must  be kept away at  
all costs. To e nsure this every society  devel ­
opes p rocedures to assist i t s  members t o  
remain ' reality-orie ntated '" [5] 

To Berger the pr imary act of 'reality­
orientating' is the parental reassurance that 
"everything is all r ight", that there really are 
no ter r ors in the night, or at least that they do 
not hold power , and that the w or ld is u l t i m-

atel y  rational ,  order l y  and even comforttng . 
That such a reassurance can be give at al l 
I n  good faith is f or Berger evtdence of a trans­
cendent meaning to the u niverse - a ' rumou r  
o f  angels'.  

. 
Much of the power of the super natural 

1n both ' fact '  and ' f iction' l ies i n  the apprehen­
SIOn that the reassurance is fraudulent and 
that : "the ter ror of the dark which we a l l  
have, more or  l ess, f r om which every child 
suf fers [and] which is, to a certatn  extent, 
shared by ani mals, even by i nsects [is sustained 
by] i n  every  truth , a terrible  reality . . .  that 
evt l  and hor rible th i ngs l urk about us in 
the sti l l ,  weird hours of the night ,  that there  
are t ru ly  ' powers and principalities', a true 
tyranny of the dark ." [ 7] 

The defence against these 'evil and 
hor rible  th ings' f r om the inter nal and exter nal 
wilder ness can take extreme f or ms. There are 
the obsessive ri tuals descr tbed by Arrhur 
Guirdham as being car ried out by patte nrs 
who fe l t  they were betng threatened by ob­
j ective evil . [&] As Er nest de Martino argues [ 9 ]  
what is at stake i n  marginal situations is ou r 
very sense of being-in-the-wor ld and the 
very f ou ndations of reality . In tr tbal soctettes 
the ' p r om ise' in the wor ld is matntained 
thr ough the shaman's ritual .  In moder n, 
Wester n societies it is perhaps guaranteed by 
parents, priests, scientists, doctors and the 
whole of beaurocratic education. In our h tgh ly  
structured, l iterate wor ld we at least have the 
part ial  i l lusion of having a secure real ity . F or 
those i n  cul tures where much of day-to-day life 
is i nsecure, reality may be more fluid , al l owing 
magic and mirac les or occur .  

In t h e  Berger/de Martt no viewpoint the 
chaos is l itera ly  awe-fu l l ,  and humank ind erects 
bou ndar ies between itsel f  and the chaos. 
Nomoi are d ykes against inf i nity and ultimate 
chaos [ 1 0]. It is hard to resist Ber nice Martin's 
cr i t ique that Berger is a lmost whol l y  negative 
[10]; indeed there is an equally important trad­
i t ion that sees the w i lder ness as the 'true' 
real ity,  that of habitat as somehow fake. 

this is the view of another East African 
tr ibe, the Lele [1]. The Lele are hu nters who 
live in vi l l ages that are hot and dusty in the 
d:y season, u np leasant ly  hot in the wet. They 
vtew the vil lage l ife,  with its comp lex game 
of social relati onships, as i nauthentic and sub­
ord inate to the f orest, the source of a l l  
good things, and the zone o f  "the secret anar ­
chic heart  of man i n  relation to his fel l ows" 
and the "hidden, communal side of man's 
nature". (Or at least Lele men feel this, f or 
the f orest is the preserve of men, and to hunt 
in the f orest  is a penetration of a secret, fem­
in ine p lace) . F or the Le le ,  human affairs are 
controlled by mysterious f orces in the non­
hu man realm of the f orest; mediated by the 
m ingh e ,  the spi r i ts that l ive in the deepest part 

of the forest farthest f rom human habitation, 
or by the sac red pangolin. . . 

Paral lels i n  our ow n htstory Include 
medieval Christe ndom where 'this w or l d '  is bu t 
a p oor reflectiOn of the transce nde nt w or ld  of 
Heave n and Hel l; or the Romantic vis ion of the 
free, natural man, bound by the chains of 
society . 

A ce ntral theme of many cultures is the 
need to enter the w t lder ness to gain w isdom 
a nd return  to the zone of habitat.  As Duerr 
puts i t :  "I n order t o  Jive with i n  the order . . .  
i n  order to be consciousl y tame and d omestiC­
ated one had to have J ived in the w ilder ness. 
O ne

' 
c ou ld  only know what i nside meant if 

one had bee n outside " [ 1 ] .  

I n  order t o  explore this theme fur ther 
an  extr eme ly  useful guide w i l l  be the anthro­
pol ogist V ictor Tur ner 's  concept of l i m ina l ity. 

Tur ner der ives his thesis f r om Ar nold 
von Geunep's study of rites of passage. In  such 
a rite there are three stages :  1. Separation 
f r om the ordinary world; 2. margin  - str ipp i ng 
of t he previous ide ntity and ritual gr i�d i ng 
d ow n  of individual d i f ferences; 3. aggregation -
per t od of reintegration. Tur ner calls the ce ntral 
margtnal phrase the li m i nal  per t od  ( f r

.
om 

Latin, l i men - a margtn or threshold) . The ltm­
t nal  per iod is a betwixt and between t i me, the 
' time betw een time' , a pertod of flux and 
transit ion. 

D u r i ng . J i m i nal ity the neophyte is 
grou nd dow n, made anew , granted special 
p ow ers. L i m i nality is often compared w i th 
death, bei ng in the w omb, i nvisibility , dark ness, 
bisex ual i t y ,  w ilder ness, and eclipse of the su n 
and m oon. In contrast to the outside w orld of 
hierarchy ,  status and structure,  those in the 
l iminal period exper ience society and social 
interact ion as spontaneous, immediate, re lative 
and u ndif ferentiated, and reflecting the deep 
generic bond between i nd ividuals. This exper i ­
e nce Tur ner labels commW1itas as  op p osed to 
the outside wor ld of status or  societas. 
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Tur ner lists a set of features separating Jimin­
al ity f rom status society: 

Liminality 
transition 
t otality 
comrn u nitas 
equality 
anony mi ty 
absense of : 

p r operty 
naked ness or u ni f or m  
cloth i ng 
Sexual cont i ne nce 
or orgy 
total obedience 

sacred ness 

Status 
state 
partiality 
structure 
i nequality 
system of nome nclature 
prese nce of : 

and status 
d istict ion  of 
c l oth i ng 
n u c l e a r  s e x u a l i t y  

obedience only t o  
superior rank 
secular i ty  

Pure co m munitas, experie nced as  sacred shar­
i ng and t otal communi ty ,  cannot be p lanned , it 
is sp ontaneous, ' magical' . Atte mpts p r olong 1t 
by creative ' nomative ' or ' ideol og ical

,
' co m mW1

,
­

itas tend to lead i nto a ' fall' mto structure , 
w h ic h  te nds either to fall apart 'when p r ophecy  
fails' , or  to become r ig id, highly authoritar ian 
structures. 
By now of course the reader will realise tha� 
the w ilder ness, the 'dark secret heart of tht ngs 
the source of man's 'h idden communal being ', 
is the p lace of com mW1itas. 

In today 's  society , lim inal i ty  is diffuse , 
a nd w il l  usual l y  only disp lay l i mited aspects of 
i tself as def i ned above. Thus recent h istorical 
examples of J i m i nal ity can be seen in such 
appare ntly polar opposi tes as conscnpted mtltt­
ary service and hippie communes. M ost  l t m t nal­
ity occurs spontaneously , as 1n courtshtp , be­
reavement and reac t ions to trau matic and 
margi nalising situat ions. 

In the contemporar y w or ld liminality 
may affect the whole of socie ty . Marti n argued 
that the n i netee n-sixties were a penod of col ­
lec tive li minality:  indeed as l i m i na l i ty is the 
zone of f lu x  and transfor mation, the whole of 
our ever-chang i ng society can be regarded as 
li m i nal. Bei ng even bolder we might argue that 
w hat T. S. Kuhn calls revoluti onary science is a 
p rime example of l i m i nality . 

In the lim i nal state i nd iv iduals are 
e ither ecstatically expelled f r om the socially 
c onstructed w orld of status, structure and 
c ommon-sense i nt o  the w ilder ness to be 
transfor med or br i ng back p ower f rom ou tside; 
or the fences of habitat are breached t o  let 
the p ower in. 

There must be creat ive balance between 
societas and com munitas, as Tur ner argues: 
"Spontaneous com mW1itas has somethi ng 'rna�­
ical ' abou t it [but] it is no substitute f or luc1d 
thought and sustai ned w ill. O n  the othe� hand ,  
struc tured action sw i ftly becomes ar 1d and 



mechanical if not if those involved are not 
per i od ically i m mersed in the regenerative abyss 
of co m mun i tas . . .  Socie tas is not merely the 
chai ns i n  which man everywhere is bou nd , bu t 
the very cul tural means that p reserve t he d ig­
nity and liber ty as well as the bodily existence 
of every man w oman and child. 11 From the 
begi nning of man in prehistory  it  is the very 
mark of man. That is not t o  say that spontan­
eous com muni tas is merely 'nature'  [ i t] is 
nature i n  d ialogue w i th structure, marr ied t o  it 
as a w oman is marr ied to a man" [ 1 1] 

Liminal i ty  therefore is both dangerous 
as well as add ictive, as well as liberating 
and creative [ 12]. 

lt see ms t o  me that Tur ne r  and his 
commentators have not emphasised some 
points.  L i m i nali ty  is usually - if not always -
associated with altered states of consciousness, 
of ten in trad i t ional soc ie ties phar macologically 
i nduced . The similar i t ies between classical 
liminality and the hypnot ic state are obvious. 
Spontaneous lim i nality in our culture is best 
associated w i th drunkeness. L i minalit y  is of ten 
associated with a heightened sense of r eal i ty  -
e 1 ther · an ascent into  ecstat ic heights or 
a plu nge i nt o  abys mal depths: the experience is 
" m ore real than real" . I n  pos i t i ve com m uni tas 
the par t icipant feels immense euphoria, 
p ower "great was i t  that mor n  t o  be alive". 
P os i t ive com muni tas seems associated with the 
'crash ' of the w ilderness into socie tas, negat ive 
co m mun i tas associated w ith pre-planned r i tual . 

Tur ner and c ommentators also p oint ou t 
that there are, w ithin societ y ,  those who  are 
m ore or less per manently margi nal - desp ised 
m i nor i ties, outcasts, f ools, jesters, deviants, 
and above all, the shaman. Ber nice Martin sees 
the r ock star as the maj or liminal f igure of our 
t i me,  an i nheri t or of a tradition, according 
to R ogan Taylor [ 13] , g oing r ight  back to the 
shaman. As we have seen the shaman is pre­
c isely the 'doctor '  who guards the borderlines 
of habitat, who has established a rapport  with 
the inc omprehensible, disease bring i ng f orces of 
nature. H e  is the one who ventures out into the 
transfor m i ng wilder ness of the u nderworld to 
guide those who  are experienc i ng spontaneous 
l im inali ty ,  and in his seances brings liminalit y  
and co m mun i tas i nto the struc tured habi tat. 

The shaman is of ten regarded as 
a deviant personality , a marginal figure - the 
outsider ,  dreamer and visionary ,  who " must go 
t o  another w orld t o  l ive i n  this one" [ 1 3]. 
I t  is clear that the shaman blends into the nec­
cessary deviant who  "draws people t ogether 
in a common p osture of anger and i ndig nat ion 
t o  express anger and bear witness against the 
deviant" [14]. The r i tuals by w hich the deviant 
is j udged and the places to  w hich he or she is 
conf i ned contain many features of lim i na1i t y  -
c ou r ts are places of ordeal and examonation, 
p risons and asylums enf orce liminal f eatures 

such as un 1 form1 ty of dress and depr 1vat10n 
of will and pr oper t y .  The denunciat ion of the 
deviant creates an open declaration of the 
bou nds and values of habitat . The deviant 
must enter the w i lder ness so that those 
lef t  beh i nd w ill appreciate the benefits of 
habitat ,  and contr ol the dark,  wtld side of their 
ow n nature,  lest they t oo be cast ou t .  

Because rapid social change is i tself a 
form of l i minali ty  [ 10,  13] it is prof ou nd l y  
d isturb ing : " t o  defenders o f  'struc ture' all sust­
a ined manifesta t ions of com mun i tas w i l l  appear 
dangerous,  anarchical and must be hedged 
arou nd w 1 th prescr ip tions and proh 1b1 t i ons" [ 1 1]" 
U nder these c ircu mstances cer tai n k i nds of 
deviant individuals and behavi our become sy mb­
olic demonic witch f igures, whose very exist­
e nce poses a threat  to the i ntegr i ty  of habitat .  
They become 'folk devils', the i ncar natiOn of  · 

h ou nded by the press [ 15,  16] 

The 'hippy convoy': a modem 
'folk devil and moral panic' 

Those with a high stake in the mainten­
ance of structure are liable to launch moral 
crusades wh 1ch often seek to  mai ntai n the 
trad i t ional cultural values of soc1ety [ 17). 
Such movements w11! of ten appeal to those 
sections of the community who see the1r 
economic or cultural status decli ning . The 
vict or ies of the moral crusaders are of ten 
sy mbolic ones : f or example 1 t  was suf f icie nt 
f or the Yankee pur i tans who sponsored the 
P roh ibi t i on amendment that "[they] had been 
successf ul in  get t i ng their  law against the 
challengers publicly p roclai med , and i t  was 
their law the 'drunk '  and ' such people' had to  
avoid." [18] 

Moral crusaders such as temperance 
refor mers or anti-por nography campaig ners 
see themselves as defend i ng core cultural 
habitat values such as order,  sobr iety ,  rational­
ity , self-restraint  and respect for t raditional 
values, against the f orces of antinomian chaos. 
The reade r  will im mediately percieve that the 
C ondon E nqu i ry  and CSICOP are moral cru­
sades. 

The Cond on E nquir y was set up at 
a time of major student protes ts in the U ni ted 
States,  a nd at a t ime when the status of 
the sCienti f ic cornmu n1 ty  was su f fer ing rapid 
dec l t ne .  Cond on expl ic i ty  li nked his cri tique 
of ufology and pseudoscience w i th a reject i on 
of per m issive educati onal values : 

"A related problem to which we w ish 
to  d irect public a t te nt ion is the miseducat i on 
i n  our schools w h 1ch arises f r om the fac t  that 
many children are bei ng all owed , if not 
ac t i vely enc ou raged , t o  devote their sc ience 
study t i me t o  the read ing of [sensat ionalised] 
U F O  books and magazi ne ar ticles • • .  we feel 
that children are educati onally har med by 
absorbi ng u nsou nd and erroneous mater ial . • .  
not mere l y  because of the err oneous nature of 
the mater ial i tself ,  but also because such s tudy 
retards the deve l op ment of a cr i t ical faculty 
with regard t o  sc ient i f ic evidence, which to 
some degree ought  to be par t  of the educat ion 
of every A mer ican . • . Therefore we strongly 
recommend that teachers refrai n f r om g i ving 
students cred i t  f or school w ork based on 
the presently available UFO books and mag­
azi ne ar tic les." [ 19] 

By the t i m e  CSICOP (Committee for 
the Sc ient i f ic I nvest igation of C lai ms of 
the Paranor mal) was set up ten years later 
the s tatus of the scient ific community had 
f a l len even further. CS I COP was i n  effect  
an assoc iat ion of the el ite c onstructors  and 
guardians of the socia l l y  constructed hab i tat 
of status socie t y ,  wh ich l ook i ng back at 
the quote from Tur ner ,  we can see was 
u n i t i ng agai ns t  the ancroaching forces of anti­
nomian communitas sy mbol ised by the ' occult' 
r i va ls  to scient i f ic or thodox y ,  and the threat­
e ni ng nature of the anomalies themse l ves. 

The anomalies chal lenged by CSICOP 
and other 'scep t ics' are not the k i nd of 
tech nical anomalies with wh ich sc ientists 
regular l y  deal, and w i th which they mai nt�i n  
a n  exclusive u nderstand i ng .  N o, they are maJor 
' existent ial' anomalies which share a common 
explic i t  or i mplicit de nominator, in that they 
chal lenge the whole scient i f ic-h istorical pro­
cess ac tive i n  the West since the seventeeth 
centur y .  This is esse ntially a pr ocess of pro­
g ress i ve ' tidy i ng-u p ' ,  enclosing and dise nc hant­
ing the natural wor ld. These anomalies also 
challenge the assoc iated metaphysic of 'posses­
sive individualism ' , which asser ts the aut onomy 
and p ower of the i nd iv idual agains t  the f orces 
of w ilder ness.  They are phnomena which the 
l i near h istoricism of the J udeo-Chri tian trad i t ­
ion had alread condem ned a s  ' pagan' - per tain­
i ng to the wild w or l d  ou ts ide that gates 
of the celestial c i ty . Both the rationalist 
scep t ics and the r omantic believers der i ve the 
e moti onal power of the i r  argume nts f r om th is 
i mage of the anomaly as the disrup tive bu t 
creat1ve ou ts ider . 
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C har l e s  F ort  equated h i s  damned 
and excluded phe nomena with the damned, 
exc luded, marg inalised, per mane ntly li minal 
u nderclass of society , who have the licence to 
mock the rich, p owerful and respec table 

The car nival dance of the marginalised 
l u m p e nprole tar iat, the successors of the 
shamans [23] is compared t o  the 'Fur ious 
H orde' of the dead visit i ng the c ommunity 
at cer tai n seasons. F or F or t ,. these damned 
data are w hat  is excluded as habitat f orges 
itself out of chaos. They are part of the 
pr i mal· messiness and are constant reminders 
of t he temporariness, par tial i ty  and precanous­
ness of this habitat of fixed structures. 
At any m oment they may gatecrash our reality 
par ty  bringi ng reminders of the w ild w orld 
bey ond the walls. 

There are a range of terr or s  which our 
community half -rec ognises as the wild f orces 
come in f r om the bush.  Take the continuum 
hooligan/vanadal [2 1] - - p olterge is t  [22, 24] -­
de monic p ossession [25 , 26] , i n  which the 
f orces of wildeness invade, in tur n, the city 
streets and ou ter habi tat , the i nter i or of the 
home, and lastly the i nner sanc tu m of the 
personal i t y .  

The hooligan o r  vandal i s  f requently 
called an 'ani mal', their behavi ou r  as ' m indless '  
or  ' savage ' .  The hool igan threatens ordered 
soc iety and mocks its structure,  they break 
property ,  sy mbols of human i ngenuity and 
creat iv i ty . So do poltergeists ,  w h ose ac t ivities 
are see n  as a savage rampage in which the 
order ly  w orld of the household is over tur ned . 
the dem oniac represe nts the m ost  f r ightening 
i mage of all, for the demoniac is wholly 
taken  over by the f orces of wild nature and is 
reduced to a pre-hu man, even p re-mammalian 
level, and becomes a 'break in the fence' by 
which the f orces of the w ild i nsinuate them­
selves into the community. 

The new ' f olk de vil' of the d ope fie nd 
or the glue-snifter carr ies on the t radition 
of the dem onaic - the addict is ' possessed' by 
the drug and thence rad ically marginalised. 
he becomes the embodi ment of all those 
a nt i -s t r u c t u r al u ndecipherable aspects of 
the human, w hich we do not publicly display. 
The d ope-fiend/de moniac is in Tur�er's terms 
in a state of chronic hyper-ltm t naltty and 
closely associated , in many people 's  eyes, is 
the stereotyped 'brainwashed', zombie cult 
member .  
J.  G ordon Melton has described the conversion 
and often  superficially bizarre behaviou r  of 
cult me mbers in ter ms of liminality [ 1 1]. ThP 
image of the cult member has bee n  compared 
with that of the demonaic and ascnbed d iStin­
guishing marks such as glassy eyes, Moonie 



Rash,  M oonie Odour, 'thousand m ! le smi le', 
monotone voice, reduc tiOn of per ipheral v is i on, 
and in one case "a beam of red l ight shot ou t 
of her eyes" . To r id them of such st igmata, 
depr ogrammers imprison cu lt  members ,  keep 1 ng 
them away f r om other fami ly  members lest 
they p ol lu te them, lock doors and w i ndows lest 
they be enchanted away i nto w i lder ness. The 
retu r n  to the cult  thus signif ies a w ithdrawal 
f r om the psychological habitat of relatives 
and f r iends. 

The haunted house reverses the stereo­
type of the home as the bast ion of order : the 
' E ngl ishman's Cast le' keep i ng the w i lder ness at 
bay by p ower ful  psychological and cul tural 
moats and drawbridges. This reversal reminds 
one of the F ipa not ion that the i nter i or of the 
hut  partakes someth i ng of the character 
of the w i lder ness : a domain of what is  pr ivate, 
dark and obscure, cut off f rom consc ious k now­
ledge and control a region of "women, 
sexua l i ty  and death" and the "secret anti­
i ntel lectual l i fe of law less  passions" [ 2]. 
The F ipa realise that al l t oo of ten cast les have 
du ngeons. To them there i s  in the secret hear t 
of every habitat and every person, an i nter i or 
w i lder ness. 

To u nderstand the f u l l  impor t of 
the image of the hau nted house as a 'd isorder l y  
h ouse' on the sort  o f  people w h o  corresponded 
w i th the ear ly  SP R, we must remember that 
the house as secure habitat was the s ign of 
respectab i l i ty ,  of emergence f r om the wi lder­
ness of the r ough masses, f rom whose cheer less 
hab itations escape was to the gin shop and 
music hal l. The ghost ,  the i ns iste nt voice 
of 'h i s tor y '  refus ing to remai n bur ied, threat­
e ned a reversal of the h istor ical , progress i ve 
hab1 tat-creattng process, and a revers ion 
t o  the w il der ness of  the u nacknow ledged 
ancestor s. 

The V ictor ian seance was an ocassion 
of l iminal i ty. Med iums l ike Daniel  H ome, 
halfway along the road from shaman t o  super­
s tar , were themsel ves examples of the chr on­
ical l y  l imi nal. Home h imsel f  is an excel lent  
examp l e :  a strange s ick childhood, a history 
of v is ions and wi ld  talents ,  ambiguous sexulaity  
and f or much of his  l i fe  a nomadic , permanent 
house-guest  existence. H e  f l oated between the 
i nterfaces of V ictor ian society ,  occupy i ng 
the cour t -j ester ' s  role of conf idant and t r ickster 
in chief to the r oyal and famous. From his 
p os i t io n  of chronic l iminal i ty ,  H ome became 
the 'medium' between the l i vi ng and dead . 

But f or the V ictorians al l too often the 
dead came from the secret w or ld  of the 
w ilder ness, not f rom the celestial Mechanics' 
I ns t i tu tes. In  the seance room the ancestors 
reanimated the pantomime of the v i l lage 
w ak es ,  r ou g h  bawdy and boisterousness. 
They ban?ed tambour ines and hit people on the 
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head w1th trumpe ts, i n  fac t played the sor t s  
of  j okes that the  ancestors  as  they real l y  were 
- not how the bowdlensed Fami ly  Btble I 1 s t s 
told i t .  In the l 1m1naltty of the seance room 
the bou ndanes be tween llv tng/dead, realtty/ 
hal l uc i nat i on, p oss tble/ imposs tble, even the 
bou ndaries of phys ical and psycholog ical i nd iv­
idua l i ty  were blurred, and somettmes fel l .  
The bou nds were br oken i n  a sor t  of carntval  
in which the l i v i ng and the dead were j oined 
t ogether . It i s  hard ly  surpr i s ing that under the 
e nc ha ntme n t  of l imina l i ty  even sceptics 
l ike Sir David Brewster repor ted signs and 
wonders - onl y f or them to fa l l  beneath the 
d isenchant i ng daw n of dayl ight reason, common 
se nse  and struc ture, when the shipboard 
r omance w i th the dead was over . 

The descript ions of depr ogrammers 
holdi ng the 'brai nwashed' cu l t  members i n  
sealed cab ins w here the cult/w i lder ness cannot 
seduce them, is  more than remi niscent of the 
pr ocedures used to cap ture and hold those 
e nchanted by the fair ies. I t  w i l l  be remembered 
that Turner descr ibed com munitas as "nature i n  
d ial ogue w ith s tructure": our encou nter w i th 
the w i lder ness requ ires mediat 1 ng f igures . 

Fair ies make excel lent med iators .  
They med iate be twee n matter and 

sp i r i t ,  in that whi l s t  they are i nsubstantial 
shape changers,  they are mor tal, give birth 
and evetual l y  fade away . 

They med iate between hab1tat and wi ld­
er ness, structure and communi tas. They reside 
e i ther i n  the w i lder ness or par ts of habitat 
that have fal len back i nto the w t lder ness, such 
as raths, deser ted churches, etc. However, 
they possess a structured society of the i r  ow n, 
of ten i nverted to the ' normal ' - noctur nal and 
matr iarchal and mai ntai n  an Interest i n  
human affairs.  They med1ate betw een 
the p olar i t ies of good and evi l ,  encapsu lated 1 n  
the trad i t i on that they are fal len  angels, too 
bad f or heaven, t oo good for hel l .  

They med iate be tween the human and 
d iv ine ,  as both e levated ancestor s  ("the ghosts 
of the prehistor ic dead) and fal len  gods. 

I 

The fair ies fal l into tw'2_ br oad types : 
the t roop 1 ng, who mai ntai n their ow n cou nter­
s t r uc ture deep i n  the wi lder ness; and the 
sol i tar y, who have l i tt le society and can 
be d omest iCated by humans. 

The fair ies take people who are i n  a 
s tate  of l imi nal i ty, at "the t ime betwee n t ime" , 
"be tween night and day when the Fair y  K i ng 
has p ower", people who happen to have strayed 
i n t o  p laces where the fences be tween w i lder­
ness and civ i l izat ion are par t icular l y  weak. 
The fair ies abduct mor tal s to Tir -Na-N og -
Magonia - the dreamtime of t imeless l iminal i ty 
and communi tas - a sort  of end less end -of -term 
par ty. Magonia seduces me n, such as the 
lege ndary F ianna of Ireland ,  f rom mar t ial duty ,  
and  w omen from housew ife ly  and mater nal 
d u t y .  From the perspec t ive of the society 
f r om which they are taken they are e i ther 
phys ial l y  or soc ial l y  dead ( ' not the person I 
k new' : the complaint made by the parents of 
cu l t  v ic tims) . They become w i ld ,  wanton, feral, 
u nk emp t : they have jo ined what the G reeks 
cal led the 'exotika' , those f rom ' out  there' [25] 
I n  our society such peop le  may be cal led 'mad' 
or depr essed, bu t is this not just  the subs t i t­
u t i o n  of the vocabu lar y of one cul ture f or 
another ? In some psychologies, such as Laing ' s ,  
mad ness i tse lf  I S  seen a s  a creative pr ocess, 
a necessary period of l tminal i t y .  

The r 1 t u  a !  for the recap ture o f  the 
' take n' (whether in rural I re land or by modern 
'depr ogrammers '  i s  a reor ientation i nto the 
w or l d  of struc ture and soc ie tas , ensur i ng that 
the ' v ic tim' returns to his (or more usual ly  
her) appoi nted socia l  r ole. Of  course, g iven 
the c ond it ions of the peop le  when the fairy 
fa ith  f l our ished i t  may be doubted i f  the 
vic t im was always happy about such a ' rescue' : 
The d ream of be1ng taken by fairies,  gypsies 
or demon lovers ·may have p layed the role in 
peasant societ ies that soap-operas and M i l l s  
and Boon romances do i n  ours : that o f  a 
romantic l iberation from the drudgeries and 
r ou t i ne of a l i fe of s truc ture. 

Magonia i tse l f  was an ambiguous 
p lace .  From the enchanted perspect ive of 
l imi na l i ty  and communi tas i t  was a golden 
palace of great ar istocrats ; f r om the d isen­
chanted perspective of str.ucture and 'day l ight 
reason and commonsense' i t  was of te n por t­
rayed as a dank cave or  the  grave. But  the 
fair y  trad i t ion could never agree as to which 
was the ' real l y  true '  picture. That would  have 
meant a tru ly  i ntolerable p lumpi ng for e ither 
com mun i tas or socie tas. [29.30] 

The descr ipt ions of bei ng taken, the 
of t e n  d i scontented, half -fey , behaviour of those 
who are ( f orced to?) retur n is ex tremely  
reminiscent o f  the Near Death Exper ience. 
Death is the supreme moment of margi nal i ty 
and l im1nal t t y .  The entry i nto the realm of the 
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dead , dow n  a long tunne l ,  is a sor t of i ni t iation 
ceremony , a symbol ic re-birth.  The land 
of the dead in the maj or ity  of these accounts 
too is  clear ly  Magonia, the land of ideal ised, 
happy  ancestors ,  the p lace of perfect c o m m un­
i tas. 

The Near Death Exper ience ( N D E) 
s tradd les the fence be twee n the world of the 
l i v i ng and the dead. The exper ient has e ntered 
the ' second wor ld' and on return ing gai ns 
shamanic powers. 

I n  the  t r ad i t ional, static socie ty, 
the shaman al one gai ns power , and is  a trans­
f ormed i nd iv idual in a s tatic w or ld .  In the 
dy namic, transf orming w or ld  the retur n ing 
shaman of ten becomes a prophet p reaching 
' the world turned ups ide-dow n' i n  transf ormi ng 
l iminal i ty  i n  which the r ich, powerfu l ,  urban 
and corrupt are swep t away , and the sav i ng 
remnant w i l l  establ ish on Ear th  the com muni tas 
of Magonia. 

The ' sol i tary fai ry '  represe nts the 
mirr or image of th i s :  it can be d omest icated, 
though w i l l  always d isp lay te l l -tale sig ns of 
w i lderness, which manifest in secret .  F or 
example ,  the fairy wife may have goat ' s  legs 
or a f ish' s tale,  only v is ible at cer tai n t imes 
when he husband is not al lowed to pry .  It is his  
v iolation of this ' secret hear t of th ings'  which 
sends her back into the w i l der ness. 

This sol i tary fair y  is c lose to the ' w i ld­
man' , l 'homme sauvage, the apeman or Bigf oot. 
The American Bigf oot is yet another excel lent 
mediat ing symbol between humanki nd and 
w i ld nature or real i ty  and non-real i ty . F or 
Marj or ie Halp in  the sasquatch ex ists i n  the 
l imi nal zone between socia l l y  construc ted 
rational real ity and the 'gobl i n  u niverse'  of 
w ild  anomalies. It is part of the ' u ncanny' 
which crashes in on us in marg inal s i tuations 
such as tw i l ight (when the Elf i n  K i ng holds 
p ower : ), and sensory depr ivati on. Sasquatch 
stradd l les and i ncorporates boundar ies such as 
bei ng/not-be i ng and mi nd/matter.  A creature 
of the mi nd which leaves a huge f ootpr i nt ,  a 
message of man' s animal nature on the grou nd. 
[33] Monsters exist in the l imi nal  regions 
between habitat and the wi lder ness,  mou ntai n 
peaks ,  water , and f i ssures i n  the grou nd 
th r ough  w h ich power emerges. M onsters 
are associated w ith l iminal regions becausl! 
both cons t i tu te ruptures in the fabr ic  of ord i n­
ary classif icat ion [34]. 

Monsters manifest  their marg inal  qual i ty  
by their  ' other-wor l d l y '  elus iveness. I n  th is  they 
mediate between the natural and sp ir i tual -
the pr imit ive ,  hai ry ,  asocial character of the 
'manimal ' s igni f ies the ' regressi on '  to bru te 
s trength, 'gross animal i ty '  of man gone t o  the 
w ilder ness , yet the elusive, semi-mag ical 
qual i ty  h ints at the ethereal w i lder ness of the 
dark spi r i ts .  [ 3 5, 36]. Bigf oot l i ves in the 
'waste  places' of the ear th, the forests and 



h igh mountains. Yet in much f olklore he 
is coming i nto town, l ike the urban f ox, trad ing 
the wilder ness.  

The central  appeal of the mystery 
animal is the sur vival  of wilder ness - the re­
minder that there rea l l y  are savage and unex­
p lored p laces, holes in the maps which c lailllll 
the whole wor ld f or habitat [ 3 7] .  I n  the secret 
hear t of Afr ica, where even python and 
pangol i n  fear to go there are beast of the 
prehistor ic , cousins of the saur ians of the 
water y depths [ 3 7 , 38, 39]. E ven in England ' s  
green and p leasant land pumas stalk t h e  t idy 
gardens of Surrey,  that  most arche typ ical l y  
suburban o f  counties. 

The sea-serpent and the l ake mons ter 
derive their power in the imagi nation f rom 
the 1 r  presumed prehistoric sur v iva l .  Paul Lester 
and Roger G rimshaw point out that the Loch 
Ness Monster ' s  huge body and smal l  head 
points to an excess of ins t i nc t  over reason 
desire over restraint - hetgh tened by  the l ong : 
phall1c neck [40]. The very existence of such a 
prehistoric sur vival in def iance of the scienttfic 
estab l i shment cha l lenges the comp lacency of 
our v1ew of the wor ld [4 1] .  

Yet there is someth i ng e lse abou t l ake 
monsters which is always over l ooked. In  
the o ld  tradition they were water horses or 
kelp ies which, l ike the G reat Selchie of Sule 
Sker ne, were a beast on the waters but a ma n 
upon the land, capab le of beget ting a child on a 
human gtr l .  In the tradi tional tales just  such a 
chi ld - med iator between humankind and the 
natural wor ld  - is ki l led by a ' gunner true', an 
excel lent symbol of structure,  habitat, day light 
reason and common sense. This murder is  a 
sort of 'c osmic catastrophe' which sunders man 
f r om the natural wor ld, which regresses into 
somethtng utter ly  inhuman,  p rehistor ic and 
saur tan - the pr otean beast of the waters of 
the first chaos .  Thus alienated f r om the natural  
wor ld, humanity sees i t  as someth ing hostlie, 
a l te n  and ' other ' ;  to be exorcised as at  Loch 
Ness. 

We can draw a chart  t o  represent this 
progresst ve descent i nto the wilder ness of the 
past: 

Present 
Personal past 

Remembered past 
U nremembered past 
PresocietaJ past 

Prehuman past 
PremammaJian past 

'Ruth'; spir i t s  of 
seance. 
G hosts 
Fair ies 
Alma, wildmen, demons 
pol tergeists 
Manimals  
�a serpe nts, L . N . M .  

Perhaps, somewhere i n  t h e  categor y  
where we astgned the fa iries lie t h e  apparit­
ions of the Blessed V irg in  Mary and other rei-
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ig ious personages. The BY M is not on!y a 
med 1ator between G od  and man, but as Wil l iam 
Chris t ian  [42] points out ,  she mediates between 
the l ocal  society and the f orces of nature, 
b oth t n  terms of weather , de vastation and 
d i sease, and in terms of the natural round of 
b i r th and death . The image of the mother and 
child is a s ymbol of the p ower of nature on the 
human 

. 
b od y .  The Virg i n  is encountered , 

or her tmage f ou nd, at l iminal spots, such as 
trees and mou ntains which connect with the 
sky; or caves and spr i ngs wh ich l i nk to the 
�nderwor ld .  In these threshold p laces energy 
IS exchanged betwee n the super natural  wor ld 
and the wor ld of man. Most of the super­
natura l l y  f ou nd tmages were discovered by 
domest tc antmals, a par t of nature bui lt in to 
cul ture; the overwhelming number of huma n 
Intermed iaries were heredsmen, the most 'wlid ' 
of humans. 

Much of 
. 

these insights c lear l y  applies to 
modern VISions of the BVM, witnesses of ten 
being children of the rural  lumpenpr oletar1at, 
part ly  wdd and c lose to na ture.  As in the ear l y  
Spantsh cases, t h e  image o f  the BY t\1 1s 
only d is t inguished f r om the local ghosts and 
fairies by the adu l t  s tructure of the church [43]. 
Tt1� •'irgin preaches a message of submission 
to the l imina l i ty  of pover ty ,  chastity and 
obed1ence; as wel l  as the over throw of the 
current structure in a period of mil lenial 
l iminal i t y .  

At f irst  s igh t i t  appears dif f icult t o  fit 
the UFO i nto this scheme . Af ter all , as 
a super -machine it appears to be the epitome 
of structure and hab i tat .  One could agree 
wtth the l ate F .  W. H a l l iday that the UFO/d1sc 
IS the natural  antithes i s  to the dragon/sea­
serpent : 

UFO Sea serpent 
F r om the sky From the deep water 
F r om the far  future F r om the d istant past 
U f onauts have b ig headsSma l l  heads, !age 
heads, smal l  b odies, re-
present i ng an  excess of 
reason. 

Big heads, smal l  
bod ies: reason over 
i ns tinc t  

Smal l  heads, b ig 
bod ies : instinct over 
reason. 

The ic onography on wh ich Hol l iday 
b ased much of h is  argument represents the 
struggle of the solar -god against the pr imal 
dragon of chaos, the supreme symbol of the 
s truggle of light, reason, order and hab i tat  
against darkness, ins t i nct,  chaos and wilder ness . 

But readers of Magonia know that there 
is  much of the wi lder ness i n  the UFO. Above 

a l l  the UFO 'comes f rom space ' ,  the ' f i nal  
f rontier ' ,  the u l t1mate absolute wi lder ness. 
The UFO is theref ore the grand mediator 
between absol ute hab1tat and absolute wlid­
er ness, past and future. 

Though the UFO represents a technol ­
ogy, it is increas1ngly observed as part of the 
wi lder ness. Humanity  is no l onger seen as 
fashtoni ng machines ,  but machi nes are seen 
as fash iont ng mankt nd.  Moder n cities are 
descr ibed as urban jungles. The machine 
and the urban ju ngle become the art i ficial 
wlider ness, which needs med iators .  

Furthermore,  UFOs are  super-tech nol ogy 
their silence, ambtguous quality, se lecti vity 
and elusiveness speak of the super natur a l .  

If UFOs a r e  seen as coming f rom 
outer-space , they are also see n as comi ng from 
such t nter tOr l ocations as the human mind 
or the hol l ow-ear th; they mediate between 
outer and inner wilder ness, be tween mind 
and matter , between dream and real i ty;  
between being and not-bei ng. 

The typ 1cal U FO exper ience takes 
p lace in  the l irnmal time be tween night 
and day, either in  the wild p laces, or tn 
the l 1mina l  bound ary between habi tat and 
wdderness. One chief theme is the night car 
JOurney: the car represe nts a f ragment of 
habitat penetrati ng the wi lder ness . As transit­
tOns fr om one p lace to another , journeys them­
se lves are ep isodes of limi na l i t y .  As Rogan 
Tay l or points out [ 13] all travel tales are re­
capitulations of the shamans j ourney to the 
u nderwor ld and back. The Romance of the 
Open Road , where i n  ghosts and ghou l ies are 
met [45] IS a secular ised version of this 
heroic journey , phantom hi tch-hikers the 
shaman's sp i r i t  guide or even sp irit wif e .  

Furthermore,  the  car ' s  hab itat  ro le  is 
ambiguous: the sexual ac tivity of court ing 
coup les or the agressive impulses of the l one 
dr iver can convert it into every b i t  as much a 
zone of inter ior wi lder ness as a F ipa 's  hut. 
The car represents a perpetual l imi nal zone. 

There are s lower ways hab i tat can 
venture out i nto the wilder ness: bui ld ing devel­
opments wh1ch encroach on wi ld  nature (such 
as the Be ni lee Estate i n  Staffordshire [46] or 
Runcor n New Town, or the trai ler parks which 
mark the outer l imits  of many Amer ican 
c i t ies, promi ne nt in much ufological l ore.) 

Many witnesses in European and South 
Amer tcan cases seem to f it  Christ ians' descrip­
t iOn of 'those c losest to the wilder ness' - a 
hal lmark of the ' sincere' U F O  witness bei ng 
dl tteracy and lack of urban sophist icat ion. 

An excel lent examp le is the French 
wi t ness discussed by Ber trand Meheust and 
Thierry Pi nvidic [47], who was descr ibed as an 
orphaned outs ider l i v i ng wi th adopt:ve pare nts, 
barely l t terate, almost ' simple ' ,  but wise in  
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the way s of na ture and animal tracks, a 
true homme sauvage l ike Victor, the 'wi ld boy' 
of Aveyr on, and a shaman-to-be . His UFO en­
cou nter takes p lace whi le  gather ing mushr ooms 
in a wild p lace hal fway up a mountain  - after­
wards he develops shamanic powers. 

The UFO exper ience, let  us i nterpret 
i t  as ' rad ical misperception' , i tself  throws 
the percipient into a state of l iminal i ty, 
sometimes descr ibed as conceptual rape. The 
'mispercep t ion' br eaks down the fences of 
socia l ly  de termi ned conce nsus reality, project­
ing the percipient into the wi lderness where 
they are dramatica l ly confr onted with the 
fact that there is 'an outside' , a numi nous, 
powerful  domain bey ond the exorcising power 
of scient ists and newspaper head l i nes.  

I t  i s  not surpr is ing that this should 
lead to sp ontaneous experie nces of c lassical 
l iminal i ty  which are cal led ' U F O  abductions ' 
[48]. Remember how Tur ner descr ibed c lassical 
i ni t iatory l imina l i ty as being grou nd down, 
str ipped of rank and possession, subject  
to the  absolute wi l l  o f  an  i nitiat ion master . 
It is in the U F O  abduc t i on, rather than the 
sacchar i ne Near Death Experience, where 
this c lassic ini tiation is  best represe nted, and 
where in  our western society we come c l osest 
to extreme l imina l i ty, as an  anomal ous,  
pass ive pa tie nt in  an  au thor itar ian med ical 
examination. And where are these l iminal 
experiences recovered? - in  a ' hypnotic trance' 
where social expec tation reduces the the 
hyp not ised to a state of extreme l iminality, 
passive i ns trument of the master hypnot ist .  

The real  medical  examination is a 
sor t  of r i tual  ordeal, af ter which the pat ient 
is returned to structure having changed states 
f rom ' i l l '  to 'we l l ' ,  his ' we l l  bei ng '  proclaimed 
to the guardians of s ta tus and structure. 

The abductee is a shaman-init iate, in 
transition to a new state of consci ousness: 
the one who has bee n ' ou tside' so as to tru ly  
know what i t  means to be ' i ns ide ' .  

One c a n  speculate further o n  the 
connect ions between nuts-and-bol ts ufo logy 
and structure, as contras ted with the ' New 
U f ol ogy '  as com mun i tas. In static periods of 
retrenchment such as the 1 9 50's or 1 980's 
the U F O  is seen as a concrete, mechanical 
force; i n  l imina l  per iods such as the 1 960's i t  is 
seen as diff use and 'super natura l ' . 

Much of what C lark and C oleman i n  
thei r  c lassic The Unident ified , a s c r i b e d 
to the u nconscious can better be see n as 
expressions of l imi nal i ty, co m muni tas, a nd w i l ­
der ness. The au thors took the r omantic r oad, 
lame nt i ng over society's fai lure to acknowledge 
the secret, Dionysian  heart of our own l i fe : 
we stand in per i l ,  the unacknowledged wilder­
ness may crash i n  on us so hard that i t  wil l 
sweep a l l  aside. 



F ortean phe nomena a nd paranormal 
experiences , then, are the necessary a nomal ies 
which remind us of the l imits of the known. 
They emerge in twi l ight ,  marg i na l  s ituat ions 
when e i ther i nd i vidual or col lec t i ve crises 
open up gaps in the fences of social rea l i ty  
to a domai n  of  wi lderness . We can s l ip  through 
the gap, and hope fu l ly  re turn tra nsf ormed, or 

Charles fort: surpr1sed at a donul real ity ? 

p ower from the outs ide can 'crash- in' and 
tra nsform our J ives .  We amy reac t i n  terror, 
se ns i ng a threat to the i ntegrity of the rat ional 
world, or we may react with joy , bel ieving 
that we see what is rea l ly  real ,  a nd dream of 
re-e nac t i ng that rea l i ty  in the world of hab i ta t .  

I f  Fortean phe nomena bel ong to the 
world of wilderness or to  the l imina l  zone 
between hab i tat  and wilderness, they are not 
going to be exp la ined or prove n. We can 
ei ther exorcise them so as to t idy  up hab i tat ,  
try  to  cap ture them with  'exp lanat ions ' and 
'proof ' a nd drag them into hab i tat  where they 
wi l l  loose much of their power, or we can 
stand wondering fac ing the breeze from 
bey ond the l imits  i n  our face , perhaps tremb­
l i ng at the though of what l ies with i n  the 
i nterior and exterior wilderness imp i ng ing 
upon the torus of hab i tat .  

Even Charles Fort never thought of 
tha t :  rat iona l i t y  as a cosmic donut � 
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T H E  

P E T E R  
R O G E R S O N  

C O L U M N  

A S  readers of Magonia know, not arJ the 
mos t tmportant l i terature in  our f ields comes 
nea t ly  packaged in books Jabeled 'para normal '  
or ' U FO' . One part icular piece o f  work which 
I think should be brough t to our readers 
at ten t ion is  a s tudy by Theodore X .  Barker 
and Shery l C. \V i lson on ' fantasy-prone per­
sonal i t ies' .  

To summarise the work, the author s  
f ou nd t h a t  o f  twe nty-seven women, rated 
as 'excel lent hyp not ic subjec ts '  in a study, 
all but one had profou nd fantasy l i ves,  the 
fa ntasies of ten being of an hal luci natory 
i ntens i t y .  The authors suggest that there 
is a smal l  perce ntage of the popul at ion (abou t  
4%), who a l though otherwise perfec t ly  normal, 
fa ntasise much of the t ime. They experience 
these fantasies "as real as real",  and exhib i t  
sy ndromes such as a n  abi l i ty to  hal luc i nate 
volu ntari l y  and prof ou nd hypnogogic imagery, 
as we l l  as prese nt ing superb hyp notic fantasy 
related perf ormances and vi vid memories 
of l i fe  experie nces. They also c la im, at 
least ,  ta lents as psychics and sens i t ives. 

l t  i s  worth looking a t  some of the 
f i ndi ngs i n  rather more detai l :  As children 
the girls l i ved in a make-bel ieve world much 
of the time ; those who p layed with dol ls  
and toy a nimals  fel t that these p layth ings 
were al ive and possessed unique persona l i t ies 
( not jus t  the pretend persona l i t ies of chi ld­
ren ' s  conve nti onal p lay ) .  

As chi ldren almost  a l l  t h e  fantasists 
bel ieved i n  fairies, el ves, etc. Many claimed 
to have seen, heard or even p l ayed wi th 
them. Eve n  as adu l ts they e ither s t i l l  bel ieve 
i n  them, or are not absolutely sure they 
do not exi s t .  Abou t  hal f (compared with 
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This extended 

column may be seen as a con tin­
ua tion of the pre vious article. 
If that may be seen as looking 
a t  the 'why ? '  for a range of 
paranormal phenomena, then this 
piece reviews one set of experi­
ences which may give some clues 
as to 'how ? '  

8% i n  a control samp le) had imagi nary com­
panions who were experienced with hal luc i n­
atory v iv idness. 

These compani ons wou ld take on the 
role of charac ters i n  a book , or other fantasy 
characters, extend i ng such roles far beyond 
p lay t ime. One ch i ld who fantasised she was 
a pri ncess fe l t  that she was a pri ncess pretend­
i ng to  be a n  ord i nary chi ld .  

Although these fantas ies caused in i t ia l  
prob lems, the subjects usual ly learned to  
cope wi th  the  real world,  for examp le by 
aski ng adu l ts if  they saw the same th ings 
as themsel ves. A l l  learned to  be secre t ive, 
many not even tel l i ng spouses or c lose fami l y ,  
a l though they may tel l fantas t ic s tories 
to  s trangers, and may bel ieve such fantasies 
whi le  tel l i ng them. They fou nd that they 
mus t learn .to concentrate when in hazardous 
s i tuat ions to b lock ou t their fantasy l ife .  

There are a number of  f actors which 
seem to s t imulate this fantas ism. They include: 

enc ouragement by  parents  or s ignif icant 
adu l t s ;  of ten the chi ldre n were isolated 
or l onely ;  bedridden, and needi ng to escape 
f rom a c losed environment; a nd special  
l i fe-s i tuat ions such as precocious i nvol vement 
i n  the arts .  

As adu l ts they  remai n  absorbed f or 
much of the t ime i n  hal luc i natory fantasies, 
and cannot imagi ne l i fe without them. They 
can experience anyth ing whi l s t  in their fan­
tasy s tates, a nd duri ng the fantasy do not 
quest ion its rea l i t y .  In some cases their 
fantasy world is  much more vivid than real i ty  
a nd memories of  f antasy and rea l i ty can  
bec ome confused . These fantasies have an  



I n v o l u ntary ,  automa tic qual i ty absent i n  
the comparison group; this c a n  present prob ­
lem when dr iv ing ,  for I nstance. I n  th is  manner 
they can escape the routine boredom of 
everyday real i t y .  

Fa ntasy-pr one subjects have s ince 
a very ear l y  age been acutely  aware of , 
and have f ocussed on, sensory  experiences. 
They have v iv id memor ies of their chi ldhood . 

The fantasy wor ld  can produce physio­
l ogical effects - sexual fantasies can p roduce 
orgasm, vi olence on TV makes the subject 
feel i l l; they exper ience fantasy heat and 
cold as real . 60% of the subjec ts had exper­
ienced a fa lse preg nanc y .  It appears that 
they may have a high degree of volu ntary 
control over phys iological responses. 

No fewer than 92% of the subjects 
c laimed to be psychic i n  one f orm or another ,  
with claims of telepathy , c la ir voyance,  pre­
cognition, see ing 'auras' , af fec t i ng elect r ical 
devices, dows ing abi l i ty,  f ac i l i ty to d iscer ne 
sp i r i t s ,  etc. The authors  exami ned the b io­
graphies of several psychics and f ou nd they 
were all fantas ists .  

Fantasy-prone individuals can 

bring Magonia into our world 

and the mselves enter into 

Magonia. 
The vast maj or i ty  of the subj ects 

(88% as agai nst  8% in the control group) 
have had out of the body exper ie nces. Some 
c la1m prof ou nd shamanic roles.  Hal f  exper­
ienced automatic wr i t i ng,  two th 1rds  claimed 
heal i ng abi l i t ies,  SIX had profou nd rel ig ious 
experiences. 7 3% ( I  6% i n  contr ol group) 
had impress ive exper iences with appar i t i ons; 
64% (as aga inst  8%) had f requent hyp nogogic 
imagery .  � ghost percipients experienced 
f requent hyp nogogic imagery , though some 
who had hyp nogogic imagery had not seen 
ghosts .  

I t  should be emphasised a t  this  poi nt 
that fantasisers now occupy a broad band 
on the i ntrover t-extr overt scale,  and the 
maj ority d o  not suffer f rom classic psychiatric 
disorders .  

The authors  note paral le ls  f r om ear l ier 
s tudies, especia l ly  Schatzman's  ' Ru th ' .  The 
imp l icat ions of this s tudy f or our subjects  
are c lear , and  its imp or tance t o  1 nvest1gators  
u nder taking 'anamnesis '  type  research cannot 
be overs tressed . Already some pred ictions 
can be made : 

• All contactees and abductees wil l 
be fa ntasy-pr one persona l i t ies ( FPPs ) .  

1 The vast maj ority of  C EI I I  percipients 
wi l l  be FPP ' s .  

• A t  least one person i n  a ' hau nted 
hou se '  wil l be a FPP .  
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The same s tudy app l 1ed to the general 

run of U FO percipients, witnesses to myster y 
animals ,  etc . should produce some very sug­
gest ive resu l ts .  I f  a consis tent ly  h igh pr opor.­
t lon of of such witnesses are FP P ' s  th 1s  
would  dem onstrate that  the major component 
of such experiences l ay i n  the psychology 
of the witness .  

the study c lear l y  sh ows that, for 
FP P ' s  at least ,  consensus rea l i ty  is lear ned, 
not a 'g iven' . What happens i f  ' s ignif icant 
adu l ts '  do not cross-reference fantasy,  but 
themsel ves confuse i t  w1th consensus real t t y ? 
' Bel ief -or ie nted ' researchers, perhaps ? 

There seems l itt le doubt  that the 
fa ntasy prone personal i t y  shares many features 
with the classical shamanic persona l i ty as 
d iscussed by El iade, and others .  L 1ke the 
shaman, the fa ntasy-prone i nd iv idua ls  can 
bathe br ing Magonia into our wor ld ,  and 
themsel ves enter I nto Magonia - classical 
shamanic gi fts. 

Evaluati ng the FP P ' s  c la ims of wild­
talents,  i t  i s  d i f f icu l t  to separate three 
possib i l i t ies: 

l .  The events took pl ace in consensus 
real i t y ,  and could be i ndependently 
ver i f ied . 
2. The subjects rea l l y  fan t is i sed the 
experiences - the were ' exper tenced ' 
when the subject says they were 
exper ienced . 
3. The subjects fantis ised to the 
i nterv iewer that they had the experi­
ence :  they are stor ies ,  be l 1e ved 1n 
whe n being told . 

Qu ite l ikely it is a mixtu re of a l l  three, 
and here we see how the bou ndary fences 
between folkl ore and experience can easi ly  fal l 

Source : WILSON, Sheryl C. and B A R B EH.,  
Theodore X. ' The fantasy prone-persona l i ty: 

implica tions for understanding i magery, hyp­

nosis and parapsychological phenom ena ' in 

SH ElK, Anees A. ( Ed.) Imagery: CUrrent 

Theories, research · and appl ica tion. John 
Wiley, 1 983. 
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FL YING SA UCERS 

FR OM MOOR E 'S ? 
An enquiry into the authorship of certa in 

t went ie th cen tury UFO books 
Christopher Allan and Steuart Ca mpbe l l  

IN 1 95 3  an as tonished world learned tha t a 
man from Venus had conversed w i th a Califor­
nian guru who worked in a snack-bar a t  
the foo t  o f  M t. Paloma r !  Ge orge Adamski 's 
unbe l i e vable tales were made publ ic in the 
second part of an o therwise undistinguished 
book a bout {lying saucers by Irish wri ter 
Desm ond Leslie.  But this ena bled the publisher 
to claim tha t Flying Saucers Have Landed. [1]  

NOT to be outd one, a British author made a 
simi lar c laim the fol lowing year . In F l ying Sau­
cers from t\·lars [2] one Cedr ic A l l i ngham said 
that wh i le  on a caravan hol iday near L assie­
mouth ( N . E .  Scotland) in  February 1 954 he met 
an spoke with a Mar t 1an. Fur thermore he 
cla imed that wh t l s t  bird-watching on a deserted 
beach he saw the ' f l y i ng saucer ' in which thi s  
be ing arr i ved and departed. 

Few took the book ser ious l y .  For 
one th i ng, it contai ned photographs that were 
clear I y contr i ved ; in  one the support ing wire 
could be see n, and another showed an out-of ­
f ocus back view of the retreati ng a l ien ( the 
Martian 's  craft was uniortu nately ' j ust out of 
the picture ' ) .  Although mystic ism is absent 
and objectiv ity at temp ted, the book is  badly  
wr i tten, with a comic conversat ion between 
Al l i ngham and the Mart ian. 

The f l y i ng saucer subculture 'welcomed 
th is  best-se l l i ng but outrageous book as proof 
that their nel iefs were j ustif ied, and many 
sought ou t the author. Unfor tunately ,  he 
proved very elusive.  When the book f i r s t  
appeared i n  Oc tober 1 954 he was  sa id  to  
be tour ing the  USA,  and hop i ng t o  v i s i t  Adam­
ski .  Later his publ ishers said he had been 
taken ser ious ly  i l l  with TB and that he had 
been admit ted to a Swiss sani t or ium. Ear l y  
in  1 956 i t  was announced that h e  was dead. 
Al l i ngham's sole wi tness, a f i sherman named 
J ames Duncan, l ikewise could  not be traced. 
Science wr i ter Robert Chapman, i n  h is  book 
U FQ [ 3] concluded that no such author ever 
exis ted and that the whole stor y  was "pr obabl y  
the b iggest U FO leg-pu l l  ever perpetrated i n  
Brita 1n" .  

H owever , Chapman d id lear n that 
a man purporti ng to be the author had , at one 
time, lectured to a f l y i ng saucer group i n  
Kent. M ore about thi s  later . In the book the 
a l leged author is p ictured beside his " 1 0-i nch 
ref lect ing telescope" , which he kept "at h 1 s  
cottage i n  Y orksh ire" . C lear ly ,  Chapman was 
correct; the book was a hoax. But who was 
the au thor ? 

In recent years it seemed to us tha t 
this  question should be resol ved, and tha t 
attempts should be made to f i nd the gui lty 
author. ( We had heard that a wel l-known person 
was beh ind it, but no name was g iven, the I n­
formant being swor n to secrecy).  From i nter nal 
evidence it was clear that the author knew 
much about astronomy and its histor y ,  and that 
he was f amil i ar with the Journal of the Br itish 
I nterplanetary Scociety and the Journal of the 
Bri t i sh Astronomical Associat ion ( ne ither is 
read i l y  available to the pub l ic ,  then or now) . 
He also knew the name of the current ( 1 9  54) 
chairma n of the BIS, and the name of its 
f ou nder. This suggested that the authro was a 
member of both the BIS a nd the B IA .  He was 
also f ami l iar with the works of active l u nar 
astronomers l ike H. Percy Wi lk ins and Patr ick 
Moore. H owever,  no AJ J i ngham appears in the 
BIS membership l i st of 1 95 3 .  

S im i l ar i t ies  were  not iced between 
the author ' s  sty le  and that of Moore, and a 
search of Moore ' s  writings turned up several 
references to AJ J ingham � In one book [4] Moore 
actua l ly  says he knew AJJ ingham, having 
met him at a lecture the latter gave to 
a U FO club i n  Tu nb r idge Wel l s .  I n  fact Moore 
is  the onl y person to  c laim to have known this 



myster ious man. Thus M oore became a pr ime 
suspec t ,  and e nqu ir ies revealed that others 
also suspec ted h im 

Patr ick Moore is k nown to be a pract­
ical joker . He  has  admit ted that he once sent 
a hoax UFO s ight ing to  his local paper to  test 
publ ic reac t ion. He put  spoof letters in the 
Ae ther ius Society newsletter Cos m i c  Voice i n 
1 9 57 .  He inve nted an Austra l ian rocket expert  
(Dr .  Rober t Randal l ' )  a t  the t ime of an  a l leged 
U F O  land i ng in Wi l tshire in J u l y  1 963, and 
was respons ib le  f or an Apri l  F ool Day j oke on 
TV a few years ago to do with gravity and 
plane tary a l ignments. He has always der ided 
U F Os and uf ol ogists. We also d iscovered that 
Moore was already wel l  k nown t o  Mul ler ' s  
before FSFM was publ ished, a nd that they had 
publ ished two of h is books in  1 9  54. 

A comparison of the book with M oore 's  
wr i t i ngs reveals a number of  cases where 
identical words and phrases are used to  des­
cr tbe cer ta in  events in science a nd astr onomy. 
We have fou nd 24 such cases - too many to 
quote in f u l l  - but some of the events are : 
The s tory  of Thales fa l l i ng into  a wel l ;  i nc id­
ents i n  the l i fe of  Gal i leo; the comet d iscov­
er ies of Messier; the descr ipt i on of the canals  
on Mars; an 'a tomic exp losi on' once seen on 
M ars .  

Clear ly  there were grou nds f or bel ieving 
that Moore was responsible,  bu t c ould this be 
pr oved ? The modern scie nti f ic method of 
test ing authorship is by s ty lometry, a statis­
t ical  tech nique devel oped by A.  Q .  M or ton, in  
assoc iation with the U ni versi t y  of Edi nburgh. 
S ty lome try anaylyses the patterns of words 
which are used by al l  au thors, i ndeed by 
us a l l  whether we write or not. I t  compares 
them one with another a nd can d i f ferentiate 
be twee n authors  accordi ng t o  the dif ferent 
r ates at which they produce cer ta in  patterns .  
V ar ious tests have bee n u ti l ised - sentence 
leng th, rate of questions, etc - but the best 
tests have bee n  found to be the c ol l ocat ion 
of ar ticles and/ or conj u nc t ions. It i s  usual ly  
f ound that  a standard set of  tests  are enough 
to  d i f ferentiate between authors,  and that i t  
does not matter how old t h e  works i n  question 
are. An author ' s  habits  are set  in ear l y  y outh 
and remain f or l i fe .  N or can a n  author del ib­
erately  change the basic pat tern  of their 
wr i t i ng .  Clearly s ty lometry  was the t ool that 
could te l l  whether or not Patr ick M oore was 
the author of FSF M .  

I ni t ia l l y  two 1 000-word samples f rom 
the book were compared with two others  
from Moore ' s  many books .  But  as soon as 
M or ton began to  examine the habits l i s ted 
by  the computer ' s  program it was ob vious that 
the two au thors were not ide ntica l .  Major 
d i fferences in hab i ts  appeared. This was 
puzz l i ng, and we resol ved to broade n  the scope 
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by compar ing with other au thors who mtght be 
cand idates. 

I n  August  1 984 Edinburgh U ni versi  ty 
held a Workshop for Authorship S tud ies (Sty lo­
me trics '84) at which it was decided to use 
the FS FM problem as a demonstrat ion exercise 
f or the participants.  F or this purpose the l i st  
of cand idates was extended t o  i nclude other 
U F O  wri ters of the 1 9 50 ' s. Also i ncluded, as a 
control , was Ar thur C. Clarke,  ex-chain nan of 
the B IS, who le f t  Br i ta in  at abou t  the time 
FSF M  was publ ished . To our surpr ise,  the 
exercise e l imina ted all cand idates excep t 
Clarke � The standard tests showed no signi f­
icant d ifference be tween the wri t i ng hab t ts of 
Al l i ngham and C larke. 

The standard t ests showed no 
significant difference be tween 

the writing habits of 
Allingha m and Clarke 

Could the book have bee n wr t t ten by 
Clarke ? We did ask him. He repl ied say t ng he 
was of fended that anyone shou ld  th tnk he had 
bee n invol ved in a U F O  hoax. He drew attent­
ion to his  " for ty-year battle aga inst  the U F O 
nonsense" . Clarke sta ted that he had ne ver 
seen Flying Saucers From Mars a l though he had 
expressed hts annoy ance abou t  the book to its 
chief edi tor , J im Rey nolds. ( Rey nolds,  now re­
t ired, has never repl ied to  recent enqu iries 
f rom us, and others, abou t  the book) .  

S u bsequ e n t  d i scussion with Mor ton 
revealed that a l though the standard set of tes ts 
is usual ly suf f ic ient to  d is t inguish be tween 
au thors, the compu ter had actual ly  pr inted 
some addi t ional habits .  When M or ton examined 
some of these rarer habits ,  d i f ferences between 
Al l i ngham and Clarke appeared, substantiating 
Clarke ' s  de nia l .  Mor t on had ne ver seen a 
previous case where two d i fferent authors 
shared as many wr i t ing habits .  However, we 
were now lef t with the prob lem that al though 
much evidence poi nted to  M oore 's  au thorship ,  
s ty 1ometry  denied i t .  

In  the meantime we had traced three 
people  who were members of the UFO club 
at Tu nbr idge Wel ls .  All had at tended the 
'Al l i ngham' lecture (which took p lace on 
Jan. 3 ,  1 95 5  and was reported in  the local 
press) ; one recal led that the speaker "seemed 
to have an assi s tant".  The speaker had cla imed 
to be i l l  at the t ime ; he never appeared 
anywhere agai n. 

Try ing another l i ne, we asked the 
publ ishers of the book ( now Mul ler, Bl ond 
and White) f or the name and address of 
' Al l i ngham' . They repl ied that they wer e  
s t i l l  not prepared t o  reveal t h e  author ' s  
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Plate I ( lef t). The front tsp tece 
f r om F l y i ng S aucers  f r om 
Mars, wtth the capt ton "An  
1 nformal ph otograph of  i\ l r .  
Ce d r t c  A l l t ng h am wtth  hts 
1 0- inch ref lec t i ng telescope" . 
I n  fact it is a p icture of 
P e t e r  D a v i e s  w i th Patrick 
M oore's  1 2 1/2 -inch ref lector 
in Moore's garden at East 
G r i ns tead. Plate 1 1  (bel ow) . 
P a t r i c k M oor e's 1 2 1/2 - i nc h  
r e f l e c t o r  a nd i t s  r u n-of f  
shed a t  Eas t  G r t ns tead, f rom 
M oore ' s  The Observer's Book 
of Astronomy ,  1 9 7 1  ed t t ton; 
f i rs t  ed . 1 962 .  

REfERENCES: 1. L E SL IE, Desmond and 

ADAMSKI, George, flying Saucers H� 
Landed, We r ne r  L aur ie ,  London, 1 953. 

2. AL L INGHAM, Ce dric, flying Saucer 
from Mars, Mulle r,  London, 1 954. J. 
CHAP MAN, Robe r t ,  l.E O, Arthur B a rke r ,  

L andon, 1 969. 4.. MOORE, P at r ic k ,  C an  

You Spe ak  Venusian?, l a n  He nry,  Horn­

Chu rch, 1 97 7  ( 1 972)  5. MOORE, 

Pat r ick, Suns, Mytha and !Ven, Mulle r ,  

London, 1 954. 



t d e n t i t y .  H owever they w ou l d  pass on a ny 
c orrespond e nce to h i m .  Thus we w r ote to 
' A l l i ngh a m ' , ask i ng him t o  reveal h i s  ide nt i t y ,  
a nd we asked t h e  publ isher t o  l e t  u s  see 
a ny r e t u r ned m a i l .  It  t r a ns p i r ed that the au t h or 
had g o ne away, a nd the enve l ope i n  w h ic h  
t h e  p u b l i sher h a d  p u t  o u r  q u e r y  was r e t u r ned 
m arked ' not  k now n here f or a t  least t w e l v e  
years ' .  M u l l e r ,  Bl ond a nd W h i t e  w r ot e  e x p l a i n­
I ng t h i s  a nd regr e t t i ng they c ou l d  h e l p  no 
f u r ther . H ow e ver , r e t u r ned w i th their  l e t ter 
wa s the e nvel op e  c ontaini ng our e nqu i r y .  
T h t s  showed t h e  na m e  a nd address of t h e  
c ontact w h ose ident i t y  t h e y  h a d  ref u sed 
to r e veal : It was one Peter  Davies a t  a n  
address i n  Ox ted,  Sur r y ,  onl y n i ne m i les f r om 
M oor e ' s  home at the t i me in East G r i ns t ead . 
F u r ther e nq u i r ies t r aced Davies t o  a t e m p or ­
a r y  address i n  F olkest one , t h e n  Seve noak� . 
He descr ibed h i m s e l f  as a j ou r na l i s t ,  b u t  he IS  
not k now n  t o  the N at i onal U ni o n  of J ou r na l i s t s ,  
the I ns t i t u t e  of J ou r na l i s t s  or the N e w spaper 
P ress F u nd .  

H e  ad m i t ted that  h e  was i nv ol ved w i t h  
FSFM a nd t h a t  i t  w a s  a spoof . H e  a l s o  t ol d  
us tha t t h e  book was or ig i na l l y  w r i t t e n  b y  
som e one e l s e  ( w h o m  he d ec l i ned t o  na me),  a nd 
that  h i s  j ob had been to revise it t o  disgu ise 
the s t y l e .  H e  also shared the r oy a l t ies.  He 
ad m i t ted that  he is the person s h ow n on 
the f r ont ispiece of the b ook , w here he was 
wear i ng a d isgu ise . He also c onf i r med that  he 
gave the Tunbridge Wel l s  l e c t u r e ,  a nd that he 
had a helper present who k new much m or e  
about the subject  than he d i d .  H e  a l s o  s a i d  
that he was a n  o l d  f r i e nd of P a t r ick M oore .  

I t  see m ed clear t h a t  M oor e w as i nvol­
ved a f t e r  a l l ,  a nd that  he m u s t  h a ve been 
the f r i e nd a t  the lecture.  I t  w as a l s o  e vident  
that  Davies had rev ised a b ook orig i na l l y  
w r i t te n  by M oor e .  T h i s  ex p l a i ned w h y  t h e  
s t y l om e t r y  h ad not c onf i r m ed M oore ' s  au t h or ­
s h i p ; t h e  r e v i s i on m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s u f f ic i e n t  
t o  i m p r i nt Davies ' s  hab i t s  o v e r  t h os e  of 
M oor e ,  a l t h ou g h  charac t e r i s t i c  M oore p h r ases 
s u r v i ved . Davies had no spec ial  astronomical  
k now ledge,  a nd m a ny of M oore ' s  i d i os y nc r a c i es 
r e m a i ned . Tw o of these are M oor e ' s  use 
of ' Cr o- M ag nard' , and h i s  spel l i ng of P l a t o ' s  
' K r i t ias '  ( other w r i ters i nvariably  spel l  i t  
' C r i ti as ' ) .  See [2] a nd [ 5] .  

F i nal c o nf i r ma t i o n  t h a t  M oore was t h e  
au t h or o f  FS F M  c a m e  f r om a n  ex a m i na t i on of 
t h e  b ook ' s  f r ontispiece ( R e  p r o d u c e d  h e re as 
Pla te I, a l though the reproduc t ion qua l i t y  may 
no t be sufficient to al low the detai ls m en t ioned 
to be seen clearly. Reference should be 
made to the origina l pla tes in the books 
ci ted. Ed.) , a nd c omparison b e t w e e n  it a nd a 
p h o tog r aph of M oore ' s  12 1/2 i nc h  ref l ec t or 
a nd i t s  covers tak e n  i n  h is garden i n  East 
G r i ns tead (see plate I I) .  Clea r l y  i t  is  the same 
te lescope i n  the s a me g arde n ;  even t h e  back-
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g r o u nd t r e e s  a nd s h r u b s  m a t c h ,  a nd t h e  garde n 
seat ( b o t t o m  r i g h t  i n  P l a t e  I, can be d tsccr ned 
d i m l y  in P l a t e  1 1 .  Davies,  in d i sgu ise , is show n 
s t a nd i ng beside M oor e ' s  te lesc op e .  

A m ong f l y i ng saucer h oaxers there 
h a ve b e e n  t h ose l ike A d a m sk i  who told thc1r 
tales i n  order t o  p r o m ote their  ow n pec u l iar 
v iews about l ife a nd the u ni verse . H er e  we 
have a publ ic f ig ure ( h e  w as not s o  p ub l ic a t  
the t i m e) w h o  i nvented a s t or y w h i c h  remf or ­
ces a m y t h  w h i c h  other w ise he c onde m ns : 
If the obj ect  was t o  d e m ons trate the ease 
w i t h  w h i c h  c on tac t t ales  c ou l d  b e  i nvented, 
t h e n  the obj e c t  has bee n def eated by M oore ' s  
f a i l u r e  t o  ow n u p .  I t  see m s  m or e  l ikely  that 1 t  
w a s ,  as Davies has ad m i t te d ,  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
cap i ta l ise on t h e  p u b l i c  i nterest  g e ne r a ted b y  
t h e  A d a m s k i  b ook a nd t h a t  M oor e ' s  sense o f  
h u m ou r  g o t  t h e  better  of h i m .  P r obably h i s  
s i l e nc e  i s  due t o  e mbarrass me n t ;  he w i l l  
ne i t h e r  ad m i t  nor de ny respons i b i l i t y , e v e n  
t h ough i t  is n o w  a n  ope n  secre t  that  he was 
the a u t h or .  W h a te v e r  h i s  m ot i ves,  h i s  j oke has  
g one o n  far  t oo l ong . 

The b ook was r e v iewed in the A p r i l  
1 95 5  issue of t he J ou r nal  of t h e  B A A ,  w here 
the r e v i w e r ,  who sig ned h i mself  ' P . M . ' ,  s tated 
t h a t  the book " i s  very cleverly  w r i t te n" 
a nd t h a t  " M r  A l l i ng h a m  is not a c r a nk" . Only  
a n  eccentric l ik e  P a t r i c k  M oore c ou l d  w r i t e  
a b ook a nd the n r e v i e w  i t  h i m se l f .  

Engl ish astronome r and TV pe rsonal ity 
Patr ick Moore 

In our occasional SECOND L OOK feature 
contributors reconsider an ar ticle in  a p revious 
edit i on of M AG ONIA.  H ere Dr Rober t Morrell 
l ool<s at John H ar nc y ' s  "The G ali leo My th" 
which appeared in MAGON IA 20, and J oh n  
Har ney replies.  

SECOND 
LOOK 

J OHN H ar ney i s  t o  be war mly congratulated 
f or his sp l e ndid v i ndication of the ac tion 
taken ag ai nst  the sc ientist  Gali leo. I t  was 
truly  shock i ng that th1s man should per mit  
his ow n "argu mentative character" and the 
fact that he was " i nsens it ive" to " other 
cons ider ations" t o  dic tate his ac t ions . He 
should have realised and apprecia ted the 
fac t that only the Church was a l l owed t o  act 
i n  such a ma nner . Perhaps he should s i m p l y  
h a v e  w n t te n  his ideas down i n  a code, as 
da V i nc i  d i d ,  in a pr ivate notebook and so 
e nsured that they would be f orgot te n  unti l  
re lat i vely  recent t i mes. Af ter a l l ,  y ou cannot 
have a mere m or tal with his puny ideas 
cha l l e ng i ng the accepted tene ts of divine 
revelati on, backed by the infal l ible author i ty 
of the Church.  

G a l i l eo cou ld thank himsel f  lucky 
that the Church i n  her i nf i nite humani ty 
did not bur n h i m  at  the stake as she regret­
f u l l y  had t o  do w i th other upstart scientists 
l ike Bruno. He could though have waited, 
l ike Copernicus, to publish his ideas when he 
was near to death and so to allow God to 
j udge whether i t  was to be heave n or hel l .  

M r  Harney i s  quite r ight t o  stress 
that the Church leaders were pr imari ly  concer­
ned t o  pr otect " the spir i tual welfare of 
m i l l i ons" ,  whether they could understand the 
i m p l i cations of C oper nican cosmol ogy or 

not, and not mention the err oneous p ossib i l ity 
that pol i t ical and economic powe r ,  plus 
the chal lenge of P r otestantism might have 
entered i nto considera ti on. U rban V I I I  of 
b l essed m e m ory may have been a notor i ous 
nep otist,  so the e ne mies of the Church charged 
but su rely  i t  was matters sp ir itual  not material  
which deter m i ned his opposit ion to the cos m o­
l og ical ideas Gal i l e o champi oned ? Af ter a l l ,  he 
had suppor ted G a l i leo in the pas t  - over 
a dispute about b odies in water , not cos mol ­
ogy ,  i t  is true. A s  M r  Harney i s  q u i te r i g h t  
t o  point  ou t,  w h e n  t h e  Domincan fathe r ,  
Tommaso Cacci ni preached a violent ser m on 
agai ns t mathematici ans in general and G a l l i leo 
i n  Darticular,  the head of his Order apologised 
to · Gali l e o - of course , he also promoted 
Caccini at  the same time, but that is another 
story : 

Gal i leo did not , as is poi nted ou t ,  reply 
to, or contradict Tycho Brahe ; wel l ,  I supp ose 
we can pass over as irrelevant the er  i tics m 
in his  Discourse on C omets and his ex tensive 
ma nusc r i p t  notes i n  another w ork (unpubl ished) ,  
and exclude cons iderat i on o f  t h e  ul t i m at e  
f a t e  o f  Brahe ' s  cos mol ogy , w h i c h  w a s  nar tial l y  
C oper nican, though leaving the ear th . as 
the centre of the u ni verse and so w 1se l y  
def lec t i ng theol ogical crit icism.  



We might also ig nore the fact that 
Brahe attemp ted , via G. V. P i ne l l i  and Frances 
Te ngnage l ,

. 
to ensnare Gal i leo into gett ing 

h tm to wn te a eu logistic b iography of Brahe 
so that the latter could land a p lum j ob with 
the H oly  Roman Emperor .  I t  was unf or tu nate 
that Gal i leo f ou nd ou t about  the ruse and 
tended to ig nore Brahe from then on. It i s  
wtse t o  th ink that this affair p layed any 
part  t n  G a l i leo's th ink i ng about  Brahe, so 
perhaps that is  why Mr Harney so wisely  
ref ra tned from mentioni ng i t .  

. . It is said that the pr oof of the puddi ng 
ts m the eati ng, and we can see at the present 
potnt 

. 
tn t tme how the u nfettered progress 

of sr.:ence has destroyed "sp i r i tual wel fare" 
all over the wor ld ,  a l lowing heretical such 
as publ ished even in Magon.ia to be freely 
d i scussed without penalty  on those who preach 
such error .  L ook . at  the fate of the Angl ican 
Church 1 n  Br 1 ta 1n  and the awfu l  s ituation 
the Cathol ic Church f ou nd i tself  in in France 
f or was i t  not the popular acceptance of 
C ope� mcan cosmology fo l lowi ng the publication 
of Dtsc overy of a World • • •  ( 1 638) and A Dis­
course concer ning a new world • • •  ( 1 640) , both 
wn t ten by J oh n  Wi lk ins ,  an Angl ican b ishop ,  
bel 1eve i t  or  not , i n  England ,  and  Ber nard 
le Bovier de Fonte ne l le ' s  Entretiens sur 
la p lura l i t ie des mondes ( 1 668) in France 
which was to lead to the destruct ion of 
the " sp t r t tual we l fare" of both na tions? Yes,  
t'vlr Harney i s  nght,  the Church acted wisely 
m seek 1 ng to curb the free p lay of ideas. 
H ow dare the Gal i leos of the t ime demand 
a nd expect  f reedom of thought and expressi on. 
The Church has ways to curb such l icense, 
as Gal i leo and others have fou nd .  

I t  i s  a p i ty the wor ld h a s  fai led t o  
grasp how wisely  the Church ac ted ; however 
there are some comme ntators, Mr Harney 
being one, who have recognised the truth 
a nd rea l i sed that free speech is an i nsid ious 
ev i l  which the Church has a G od-gi ven r ight 
to c u r b .  Robert Morrell 

John Hamey replies : 

IT IS obvious from Dr Morre l l 's commen ts 
on my article about  Gali leo tha t he subscribes 
to the thesis tha t science and rel igion are 
l o g i c a l l y  i n c o mpa t i bl e  and funda mentally 
opposed to one ano ther. He thus sees science 
as 

. 
winning the ba t tl e  today, whereas in 

Ga li leo 's t i m e  re ligion had the upper hand 
and was s truggling t o  mainta in i ts posi tion. 

This is a thesis which I do not accept 
and, 

. 
anyway, the Gali leo case can hardly 

be c1 t ed as a good exa mple of i t. The con tro­
versy took place wi thin the Church, not 
be t ween the Church and a group of agnost i c  
scien tists. 

. 
7he Church did not a t t e mpt to pre ven t �a l t l eo from publ ishing his scientific discover ­

Ies and theories ; it obje c ted to his asse rt ion 
t ha t h is model of the un i verse was the true 
one and tha t the teachings of the scholas tic 
ph ilosophers - based on the ideas of Aris to t le -
were fa lse. The Pope and his cardinals were �n so '!le � ifficul t y  here because of the way 
m wh1ch I n terpre ta tions of rel igious doc trines 
had b e c o m e  e n t a ngled w i th Aris totel ian 
philosophy. Howe ve r, they did not consider 
tha t it was G a l i l e o 's place to un tangle the 
m ess. They were well  a ware of the ne w 
theories and their i mplica t ions, bu t the ir 
approach was one of grea t caut ion. Cardinal 
Bellarmine expressed this cau tion in a let ter 
t o  P?olo Foscami,  who had sen t him a copy 
of h 1s book defending the Copern ican sys t e m .  

He wro te : "No w consider whe ther 
in all prudence, the Church could conside; 
g i ving to Scrip ture of a sense contrary to 
the Holy Fa thers and a l l  the Greek and 
L a t in exposi tors . "  And in a la ter paragraph 
he wro t e :  " To de monstra te tha t the appear­
ances a re sa ved by assum ing the sun at the 
centre and the earth in the hea vens is not 
the sa m e  thing as to de monstra te tha t in 
fa c t  the sun is a t  the cen tre and the earth 
in the hea vens. " 

Modem writers need no t 

worried a bout the Inquisition 

but they may need to 

consider the provisions of the 

Officia l  Secre ts Act. 

pr 
. 
�orre ll is qui te righ t to suggest 

tha t pol i t i ca l  and economic power plus 
the cha l�enge of Pro tes tantism m igh t have 
ente red m to considera t ion ". It would indeed 
be · absurd t o  sugges t tha t the churchmen 
of tha t t i m e  (or any o ther t i me) were morally 
pe:fec t  and ne v�r s wayed by worldly consider­
a t wns. There IS no jus t ific a tion, howe ver, 
for taking the opposi te extreme vi ew.  

The progress of science today depends 
ve? l i t t l e  upon the curren t sta te of religious 
be l ief a nd sce p t i cis m. However, i ts progress 
is 

.
hardly "unfe t tered ", as Dr Morre ll suggests, 

bemg cons trained these days by econo mic 
influences, and in some cases by the de mands 
of pol i t ical,  ra ther than re ligious dogmas. 

Fre edo m of speech can ne ver be 
absol u t� for any individua l ,  as it is al ways 
cons tra med by the need to consider the 
righ ts of o thers and by current ideas as 
t o  wha t is or is not a cceptable. These con­
s tra in ts vary fro m age to age, as do official 
cons train ts. For exa mple, modern wri ters 
need n o t  be worried a bout the Inquisi t ion, 
but they may need t o  consider the provisions 
of the Official Secre ts A c t .  

LETIERS 

Dear Edi tor ,  

have read w t t h  amusement Mr R idpath ' s  
f eeble attempts ( I n  Magon.ia 2 2 )  to d tsqual t f y  
the  'Serena'  case. W h y  ts  t t  always so that 
those who are not scientists,  have not talked 
wt th  the eyewi tnesses, and have not even 
VISi ted the site of the events feel they can 
magiCal ly  create an explanat ion by addressi ng 
onl y some of the facts per taining to a case ? 

And why do they bel ieve with such a 
m ov i ng convic t ion that everybody else, i n  
the1r  fathomless stupid ity ,  would not have 
not 1ced glanng evidence, such as a pedestr ian 
p l a net  pretend tng to be a U FO ? 

The ques tions of course are rhetorical . 
as I do not intend to educate Mr R idpath 
when he can read the detai l s  in  the publ ished 
reports  and . d iscover for h1mse l f  why Ve nus 
IS not a v1able explanat ion. H i nt :  does Mr 
R tdpath real ise how many degrees above the 
h onzon the p lanet wou ld be, one hour bef ore 
set tmg,  i f  one accepts his  tenets ? And d oes 
he 

. 
k now how the hor izon near Cheste, in 

Spa1n,  wou ld l ook f or that a l t i tude? Of course 
not,  but  we al l  k now that Ve nus has always 
shown a pred t lect10n f or Mr Ridpath, and 
performed extraord inary feats f or him, l ike 
p r ov1d 1 ng company

. 
on that return trip to 

L ondon - af ter mtdn1ght : - f ol l owing an i n­
spec t lOn of the moving l igh thouse of Rendle­
sham f ame : 
Dr . W i l l y  Smith ,  U N ICAT Project 
L ongwood, F l or ida. 

Astronomical data for 22/2/ 1 9 7 7  at L at = 4 0 ,  Long = 1 
at 20H R 30MIN G M T  and 2 1 HR S  G M T  

Geocentric Distance,AU o f  Venus 

True geocent. log1tude o f  V. 
True geocent. latitude o f  Venus 
R ight ascension o f  Venus 

Decl ination of Venus 
P l ane t rise for date & locatn. 
P l anet se t for date & location 
Azimuth, Deg of Venus 

.4 742094 2 7 8 3 3 5 5 7 1  

1 6.862558 8 3 53 1 64 3  

3.996305 

0 H R  56 MIN 

10 DEG 19 MIN 

8 H R  14 MIN G M T  

2 1  H R  24 MIN G M T  

2 7 9.6 1 7  
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Alt i t ude of Venus at 2030 G M T  

Alt 1tude of Venus a t  2 1 00GM T 

Angular size, arc seconds of V. 

Phase ( f r act ion illum inated) of V. 

Elongat ion, deg. ( W=+, E = - )  o f  V. 

B r ightness magnitude o f  Venus 

Dear J ohn R immer,  

1 0.30795° 

4..594058 ° 
35. 60044 

. 3 2 3 1 399 

-42. 7 2 1 4 7  

-4.69064 2 

Here is another ' review' cop y  f or the 'celest ial 
(quantum obser ved) Magon.ia' . I suspect that 
thts t tme y ou wil l  choose to ig nore this  s tran­
gely nch and outwardl y  e nergised ' occul t  
masterp iece ' ,  [See Reviews, this issue. Ed.] 
but perusi ng i t  (about  all y ou dare do) wil l  
b e  good f or your  sou l .  Y ou do have one y ou 
k now , even if y ou thi nk y oudon' t .  I a lways 
f eel

, 
happy

. 
when I s tr ing m

.
y 'bow of burning 

gold and f 1re an ' arrow of f t re '  at the Magon.ia 
Reduct ion.ist  Congl omerate ( M RC) .  I have to 
take a harsh

. 
stance with many misgu ided 

f ools tn my l t ne of bus i ness (redempt i ve ont ­
ology) and so i t  is always a p leasure, and 
very relaxi ng to have a l it t le f u n  now and 
agai n. The MRC prov ides me with an  end less 
s ource of st imulati on, amusement and most 
of aJJ p i ty : AJJ  that is  of course good for 

..!:!lY_ sou l  and I k now I have one and it needs a l l  
the help i t  can get i n  this  ru ined wor ld .  

. . 
l t  h a s  bee n h i nted to m e  by a source 

c la 1m1 ng to be we l l  on the i ns ide of the MRC's  
i nner cou nc i l s  [sic] that  y ou are  p t 1 1ng up aJ J 
the redemp tively ontol ogical mater ial  l am 
send i ng you so that a huge Anthony Roberts 
celebratory edi t ion of Magon.ia can soon 
be tssued . . .  as a b l oody valedic tory . . .  a 
farewel l  per formance . . .  a last hurrah of the 
G olden Hoarde . . • •  issue f i ni t o :  I am of course 
treat ing this as just another modern folktale,  
and to show y ou the contempt i n  which I hold 
such scur r i lous  sources I e nc l ose a cheque as 
my renewal subscr ipt ion. Y ou see, Mr Rimmer , 
I have comp lete faith i n  y our sad ab i l i ty to 
b l i nd l y  crawl on through the f ou l  swamps you 
and y our colleagues have chosen to wal l ow in.  
Y ou 

. 
are reaJ Jy dealers i n  psychological ordure 

grad tng .  As usual , aJJ best wishes f rom the 
G olden Towers of G ondoJ in .  

Anthony R oberts, G lastonbur y .  

PS:  I hope you wi l l  be suitab l y  grateful to see 
Magon.ia head ing the rave reviews on the back 
of V oyage to Avalon. [We are. Ed.) I had to 
talk Coon i nto it naturaJJ y ,  f or he had the 
u nc�aritable

. 
though t  that y ou were merel y 

t ak tng the p tss out of h im :  When I had explain­
ed t o  him abou t  ontol ogical  recapi tu lation 
through the immanence of redemp t i ve or tho­
geny ( i n  i ts morphol ogical contex t , · of course) 
lOf course. Ed.) he natura l ly  u nderstood. He 
t�en agreed to Jet y ou help us promote his 
l t terary alchemy .  As that i ntrepid Gr i f f in­
hunter Col !  i ns wou ld  put  it • • •  happy reading .  



I N G L IS ,  Brian. The Paranormal; a n  encyclopae­
dia of psychic phenomena. G ra nada, 
1 985. £ 12.95. 

I ng l is presents examp les of the var ious 
t ypes of sp ontaneous a nomal is t ic expenences 
labe l led ' para normal ' .  H e  argues that � nee­
d atal ev idence has been d owngraded u njus t l y  
by the  advocates o f  l aborat ory  parapsychol ogy. 
t\s such i t  i s  an  interes t i ng a nd useful  accou nt 
o[ c l aimed exper iences . It is howe ver ser i ous ly  
marred by  Ing l i s ' s  u ncr i t ical appr oach a nd 
t oo f requent argume nt f rom authon t y .  H ts 
s tatement in the introduct ion, "I have preferred 
t o  work on the p r i nc ip le  (wh ich mos t  h is t or­
tans accep t) that t f  a phe nomenon is  repor

.
ted 

suf f ic ient ly  of te n by people  of 
. 

s tand t ng,  
, t s  existence can be assumed even t f  t nd t v td­
u a l  repor ts may be untrus twor thy". H is tor i a ns 
do not i n  fact pronou nce on the truth of , say 
w i tchcraft ,  intra-mercur ia l  p lanets or b a l l ­
l igh tn ing,  though most imp l ic i t l y  assume that 
t here were no ' rea l '  witches. The real tty that  
his tor ians d iscuss is  that  of peoples '  be l iefs  
a nd the i r  impac t on society,  not  scient i f ic 
' tru th ' .  P .R.  

HALL,  Trevor H. The Enigma of  Danie l  H ome: 
medium of f r aud. Prometheus Books, 
1 984. £ 1 4.95. 
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The subt i t le  proclaims th is  as " the mys­
tery of Br i ta in ' s  most f amous spi r i tua l i s t  u n­
masked" but  the contents do not l ive up t o  
t h i s  c l aim. W h a t  is p resented is a s e r i e s  o f  
v e r y  p added essays which a d d  l i t t l e  t o  our 
knowledge of H ome. N o  fewer that 

_
f or ty of 

the 1 48 pages are t ake n Uf> with a d ts�usston 
as  t o  the exact date of pub l icat ion of V tscou nt 
Adatr ' s  ' Exper iences i n  Spir i tual ism with Mr  
0 D Home ' , much of  it of i nterest only 
to the dedicated b ib l iph i le. P . R  

G R EY , Margot. Return from t h e  Dead
_
; a n  

exp loration o f  t h e  near-death expenence 
Arkana, 1 985. £ 4 .95. 

Margot G rey ,  a h u m a nt s t ic psychol og t s t  

and member o f  Kc nneth R i ng ' s  I n t e r na t i ona l 

Associat ion for N ear -Death S t u d i es has c ondu c ­

ted the f i rst  Br i t ish enquiry  i nto N O Es . 
A l l  aspects of the N D E  are considered, with a 
chap ter on negat ive or hel l - l ike exper iences, 
and as i n  R i ngs Heading To wards O m ega m uc h  
a ttention is payed to t h e  af ter ef fec ts of the 
experience. Some of the exper ients  c la tm 
shamanic and p r ophetic powers, exh ib it  cun ous 
p hysical symp toms such as ski n  r ashes and gen­
i ta l  b l isters, f ami l iar f r om the U F O  l t tera ture. 
The prophet ic v is i ons are the usual accou nts 
of holocaust, sur v i ved by  a sav i ng remnant -
a common theme in much mi l lenia l  v is i onary 
bel ief . 

The au thor ' s  commi tme nt to a def int tc 
theol ogical p os 1 t 10n (she appears to be a 
d isc tp le of G op i  K r ishna) and lack of back­
grou nd knowledge of parapsycholog y  or m t l l e n­
ial v is ions is c lear ly  a handicap: l ike R t ng she 
exp lai ns ever y t h i ng in  terms of ' r a ising the 
Kunda l i ni ' ,  r ather than in contemporary sc ten­
t i f ic terms . Desp ite this the book is qu t te 
servicable as an t ntroduc tton to the phe nomen­
ol tg tcal  aspec ts of the N D E  for those who do 
not have access to the American m a t e n a l .  
P . R .  

CH R. ISTIAN , W i l l iam A .  J nr .  Appar i t ions i n  
L ate Medieval and Renaissance Spain. 
P r i nceton U.P ., 1 98 1 .  

A l though th is is a rather late revtew, 
I th ink i t  wor th b r ing ing thts  book to the 
attent ion of M ag onia readers.  It ts an  exce l lent 
study of visi ons of the BV t\1 and other sa in ts  
in  a social/cu l tura l  contexts, and is one 
of the best stud ies of ' v 1s i onar y '  experience 1 
have read : i t  deser ves an aud ie nce wtder 
than specia l i s ts  in  Spanish re l ig ious h istory .  
Points to note i nc lude the  range o f  V irg in  app­
ar i t ions f r om mul t i-wi tness grand drama, wi th 
U F O-l ike overtones (wi tness awoken f r om sleep 
by b r i l l iant light a nd barking of dogs f or i n s t­
ance),  to much more int imate, low key ghost/ 
fairy type s ing le  percipient eve nts; the high 
standard of 1 5th  century invest igat ion; and the 
r ole  of physical evidence as a ' s ign' , cont i n­
u i ng the v is ions. P .R.  

C A M P BEL L ,  S teuar t .  The Loch Ness  Monster: 
the evidence. Aquarian,  1 986, £ 3.99. 

This t i tl e  cont i nues the ASS AP/ Aquar­
ian ' Evidence'  ser ies by  tackl i ng one of 
the most d if f icu l t  subjects .  N ot that the 
evidence i tse l f  is so d i f f icul t to assess -
in compar ison to such subject s  as l i fe a f ter 
death i t ' s  a d oddle. Bu t rather that the 
subject pr ovokes such a wide range of res­
ponses, which of ten h i nder the general pub lic ,  
at whom t h i s  book is aimed rather than 

the experienced F ortean, f rom taktng i t  
ent tre ly  senous l y .  At one extreme is the 
s i ng le-mi nded fanat tc ism of the monster­
hu nters camped f or years on the banks of 
the l och: at the other is the popular i m age 
whteh i ncorporates ' N es s i e '  i nt o  a mish-mash 
of k i l ted haggises and Harry L auder which 
seems to symbol ise Scot land f or many. This 
has made even the ver y name 'L och N ess 
M ons ter '  ra ther suspect to ser i oes researchers,  
who tend t o  use the more ge ner ic ' l ake 
monsters ' .  Campbel l ,  in a search f or a neutra l  
labe l  ca l l s  the  phe nomenon 'N ' ,  which cer t­
ain ly  does away wtth any problems of  def i n-
i t t on. 

Campbe l l  s t ick str ict ly  to an analys is  
of the evtdence, al lowing no personal i nter ­
pretat ion u nt t l  the f i na l  chapter, which is 
clearly l abel led as such.  He exami nes at 
e v i d e nc e  f r om e y ewi t nesses, phot ography 
(movie and st i l l ,  above and below wa ter) ,  
sonar  and radar ,  as wel l  as evidence f r om 
other lakes c la iming s imi l ar denizens.  As 
we would expec t f r om this  author the exam­
inat ion is hard, but  fa i r .  Data such as Doe 
Sh ie l s '  photograph, wh ich has attrac ted some 
der i s ion in otherquarters because of the 
s ource f r om which i t  or ig i nated , is here 
l ooked at in  exac t l y  the same way as photo­
graph ic ev tdence from any other source. 
Campbel l  i s  not very impressed by the Shie ls  
photograph , but  the n he 's  not  very tmpressed 
by a ny of the others either � 

It is t nteres t tng to read a ful ler acc­
ou nt  of  the  Rines u nderwater photographs, 
a nd be g iven the oppor tunt ty to compare 
the or ig inal photographs w tth the pub l t shed 
vers 1 0ns wh tch seem to have u ndergone sev­
eral s tages of manipu lat ion. 

This book pr ovides an  over view of 
the widest range of evidence in  the most 
c ompact f or m a t  I th ink i t  wou ld be poss ib le 
t o  devise, and I would rec ommend i t  to 
any one suf f e r i ng f r om a sur f e i t  of the kil ted 
haggis school of L och Ness repor t i ng. I must 
howe ver take tssue with a part icular p iece 
of u nnecessary peda ntry that the author 
imp oses on us i n  his  i ntroduction. Bes ides 
cal l i ng · the monster ' N '  (a shrewd move) 
he ca l l s  all lochs and lakes ' L ' .  This is be­
cause the hab i t  of Eng l ish wri ters cal l i ng 
Scott ish lakes 'loch ' is "sheer l i nguis t ic snob­
ber y ,  exh ibi ted by people  pretend i ng to know 
G ae l ic. S i nce I wri te in Eng l ish I shal l  use 
the E ng l ish word  f or 'a large body of water 
e nt i re ly  surrou nded by land ' .  Bu t then to 
avoid  descr ib ing L och Ness as ' L ake Ness' 
I sha l l  abbrevtate . . . to ' N ' " This is sheer 
l i ngu i s t ic p os tur ing .  I am not a French wr i ter , 
b u t  I ' l l  qu i te happ i l y  wri te abou t  ' Champs 
E l y see '  rather than ' Elys ian F ields '  or ' Rue 
M ontparnasse' i ns tead of ' Mount Par nassus 
S tr ee t ' ,  and r isk accusations of s nobbery J . R .  

M I DG L EY ,  M ary.  Evolut ion 
s t r a nge hopes a nd  
Methuen, 1 985. 

as a Religion: 
s t ranger fears. 

A n  exce l lent anal ys is  by a ph i l osopher 
of two great misapp l icat i ons of Darwi nism : 
the social Darwi nis t /  se l f ish gene c laptrap of 
( some) contemp orary sociob io logi sts; and the 
"Pang loss ian of the Escalator Fa l lacy".  The 
l a t ter  the idea that "evolut ion  is a steady 
l i near,  upward movement,  a si ngle i nexorable 
process of impr oveme nt lead i ng ' f r om gas to 
genius ' "  and bey ond i nt o  some superhuma n 
spi r i tua l  stratosphere, a ided i n  some recent 
versions by genetic manipu lat ion. This is the 
basis of much of the pseudo-se ie ntif ic specu­
la t ion abou t  super human E T ' s ,  which one 
e nc ou nters in much U F O  l i terature. P .R .  

P L A Y F  A I R ,  Guy  L y on. T h e  Haunted Pub G uide. 
H arrap,  1 985. £ 1 0.95. 

Yet another gu ide to haunted pubs, 
this t ime a g l ossy coffee-table book. Wh i le  
the author ' s  c l a im t o  dev ote more space to the 
phe nomena that to the l egends is  just i f ied, 
cases are s t i l l g iven in brief detai l ,  and of ten 
f r om secondary sources ( of te n  them_sel ves 
quot i ng second -hand) .  U nl ike other 'haunted' 
bu i ld ings, ' hau nted ' pubs are of ten af f orded 
wide pub l ic i ty  by thei r  tempora l  occupa nts, 
a nd many tales are inve nted. Whilst the 
author i s  par t ia l l y  aware of th is ,  he is perhaps 
i nsu f f ic ient ly  c y nical.  The s ize and pr ice 
of th is  b ook perhaps mi l i tate against i t  bei ng 
used as a travel lers vade-mecum. The North 
is i nadequately treated not because of 
any pecu l i ar i t y  of the N or ther n temperament,  
but  because L ondon-based writers  are u nwi l l i ng 
to travel  up nor th, or even pay f or a nation­
wide c l ipp i ng service. P.R. 

TA Y L OR, R ogan.  The Death  a nd  Resurrection 
S h ow : f r om shaman to superstar.  
Antony B lond , 1 985. £ 1 5.00 

Tayl or argues that popular  enter ta in­
ment - the wor ld  of the c l own, juggler,  panto­
mime - descends f r om the shaman of nomadic 
cul tures who hid beh i nd a f acade of ' show-b iz '  
i n  d isapproving agricul tura l  societies. The 
ear l y  chapters g i ve an  excel lent  summary 
of shamanism. The shaman is see n as the 
p recocious ,  of ten sick a nd d is tu rbed adolesce nt 
who is i ni t ia ted into shamanism by  desce nt 
into  the u nderwor ld,  where he or she suffers  
o r d ea l s ,  i nc l u d i ng d i smembe r ment,  · then 
may asce nd into the upperwor l d .  

C h r ist ian i ty  rejected t h e  t ransf ormative 
p ower of the u nderwor ld ,  tur ni ng i t  into 
a p lace of perpetual pu nishme nt , and i t  
was the u nderworld  associat ions of popu lar 
e neterta inment which led to the hosti l i ty 



of the Chr ist ian Church. Wh i l e  th i s  thesis 
t s  c lear l y  very conv inc i ng when deal i ng w i th 
Harry H oud i ni f or example,  or some modern 
p op stars,  the argu ment f or the i nc l us ion 
of Char l i e Chap l i n  or L ouis Ar mstr ong is  
v e r y  m uc h  w e ak e r .  P . R .  

R E AY ,  Barry  ( Ed .) P opular Culture i n  Seven­
teenth Century E ngland. Cr oom H e l m ,  
1 98 5 . £ 1 9 .95 .  

T h is col lec t ion of  essays contains 
much that shou ld  be of i nterest to Magonia 
readers.  In part icu lar Reay ' s  ow n essay on 
popular re l ig ion, and Ber nard Capp ' s  on 
p opular  l i ter a ture,  e mphasise the great i nterest 
and imp or tance attached t o  prod igies a nd p r ov­
idences i n  the per i od .  Seventee nth century 
broadsides, w ith  their mixture of dramatic 
cr i me, fantastic events and po l i t ical  pole mic 
show a re markab le resemb lance t o  moder n 
abl oid head l i nes. Reay makes the i nteres t ing 

po int that fa i r ies had a c lear socia l  func t ion 
t n  pu nish i ng "unt id y ness,  d i r tyness a nd lechery" 
( p . l l 7)  - i .e. reversions t o  w i lder ness.  ! n  the 
same way Mar t i n  Ingram shows the structural 
paral le l  w i th the a narchy of char ivar i ,  a nd the 
v io lat i ons of s oc ia l  order i t  pu nished. P .R. 

C OON , Rober t .  V oyage t o  Avalon:  an i m m or t­
al i s t ' s  i nt roduct ion t o  the m agick of 
G l astonbury .  G r i f f i n  G ol d  Pub l icat ions, 
1 9 8 6. £ 4 . 9 5  f r om 29 Ma in  R oad , 
Westhay , N r .  G l astonbury ,  Somerset.  
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Issu i ng f r om the cal m omphal os of 
A lb ion, the w orks of Anthony R ober ts  and 
his c irc le {c i rc le  as in mandala,  sy mbol 
of whole ness, comp lete ness a nd i ntegrat ion) 
have become a metaphor f or the trans for mi ng 
power of the magical ideop l as m  of verbal 
transmutat ion. The w ords of these b ooks 
are not to be considered a nd weighed i n  
t h e  a na l y t ic a l l y  r educ t ionist laborator ies 
of the l i terary v ivi sect ionists of the review 
col u m ns of our so-cal led 'cr i t tcal '  j ou r na l s  -
pecks nif f ian t raders in the chaf f of w ord 
par i ng 'p rofessional ' wr i ters.  N o �  They are 
t o  be sp t r i tua l l y  savoured and t nhaled ,  and 
os m ot ic a l l y  m a nipul ated into a verdant,  
char i smatic g lossolal ia,  where w ords  of f reed 
from the N ie tz schean tyra nny of meani ng ,  
into a go lden  g l ow of por is m at ic celest ia l  
calcu la t ion. The author ' s  thau matropic p r o­
phetic v is ion w i l l  irradiate L us ophi les  w i th 
an erup t ion of benif icent energy f r om the 
A t lantan shores and v i niferou s  h i l l s  of their 
cherished sp ir i tual  home. 

It i s  good t o  see that i n  his i l l u m i na ted 
f orward  A nthony R oberts metathes ist ical l y  
demonst rates t h e  cog itable real i t y  of the 
G olden G r i f f i n  of Syon (Z ion) Park, contrary 
to the baseless a l legations of cal u m ny and 
f raud (spread, I regret to say , by the . edi tor 

of th t s  j ou na l ,  am ongst other s) , above whtch 
the author a nd publ isher of  this  transce ndent­
al ly  oculate w ork r ise tr iu mphant.  E.L .W.  

D R U  R Y ,  Nevi l le .  Don J uan ,  Mescal i to  a nd  
M oder n Magic. Arkana ,  1 985 .  

Drury , i n  a l l  h i s  books ,  w r i tes wel l ,  
comes u p  w i th useful  ins ights,  and tends 
to wander d istress i ng ly  of f the p oi nt .  I n  
a b ook w i th this  t i t le one would  expec t a 
detached anal y s t s  of the system of magic 
descr ibed i n  Castaneda 's  books and a po tnt 
by point companson w i th w i th one or mor e  
Wester n systems o f  magic.  T h e  author covers 
th is  ter r i tory  somewhat super f ic ia l l y  i n  tw o 
or three shor t chapters in Part  I .  The rest 
of Part  I has t w o  chapters on astral  project ion, 
a m ixed chapter on Lear y ' s  LSD expenments,  
L t l l y ' s  cos rn ol og tcal  syste m and the Tibe tan  
Book of  the  Dead . Par t 1 1  is a n  essay on 
the Qabalah,  Part  I l l  is a series of med i tat­
i ons on the  tarot ,  and the  appendix i s  a 
report on the author ' s  exper ience w i th L S D .  

A l l  very interes t ing, but  very famt l tar 
t o  the k i nd of person who w ou ld  read this 
book . Al though he appears t n  the

. 
t it le,  Me:'­

cal i to appears on just two pages 1 n t he b ook 
and is miss ing f r om the index.  

The b ook was f i r s t  publ ished t n  1 9 78 ,  
conte mporary w i th R ichard de Mi l l e ' s  Don Juan 
Papers w h tch went a l ong way to establ tsh t ng 
that  Castaneda was a fraud . In a prefa tor y  
note Drury ack nowledges d e  M i l le ' s  object ions 
but  somewhat cur ious ly  mai ntai ns that para l­
le l s  between Wester n Magtc and Castaneda 's  
system are even more s igntf icant if t t  turns 
ou t to be a f raud . 

A l t ogether a book w i th not much 
W .G .  new to say . 

S H O R T, R ober t .  The G ospel f rom Ou ter Space. 
H arper a nd Row ,  N ew Y ork ,  1 98 3 .  $ 5.95  

This b ook is based on a s l ide show that 
uses quotat ions f rom the Bib le and car t oon 
strips t o  show that f i l ms l ike ET, Star Wars, 
ana Superman have a Chr ist ian message . The 
u nc ond i t ional l ove of E. T. i s  compared t o  
t h a t  o f  Chr i s t .  T h e  ' f orce'  i n  S tar Wars tel l s  us  
that  thr ough humb l e  prayer we can u ni te w i th 
G od .  Supe rman te l l s  us that "what we ' re  
real l y  looking f or ,  whether we realise i t  o r  not,  
is  G od ' s  revalat ion in Chr ist" . And C l o s e  Enco­
n t e rs ref lects  man' s search ing f or re l ig ious  
k nowl edge a nd the u l t i mate revelat i on. Suc

.
h 

meani ngs can be f ou nd i n  these f t l m s  but  t t  t s  
a nnoy i ng t o  s e e  the m i nterpreted i n  an exc lu­
s ive l y  Chr i s t ian  f ash ion. F or example,  the 
' f orce'  in Star Wars could eas l i y  be regarded 
as a Buddhis t  concept .  

Short  accuses 200 1 ,  a Space Odyssey o f  
be ing " a  good example of • • .  humor less, hum­
a n i s t i c ,  se l f - i m p or tant i nt ox icati on" that  

dentes the  extstence of  G od .  Yet one could 
i nterpret the b lack monol i th that guides man 
on h is  path to becom i ng a S tar chi ld as a 
manifestation of G od (surely no worse that 
E.T. as Jesus Christ �) In  fact the f i l m  can 
be seen as a damni ng reject ion of technology 
and mater ia l i sm i n  favour or u ni ty w i th G od .  

Basical l y  t h i s  book attempts to use 
the current popular i ty  of SF f i l ms to get 
peop le back i nto the pews. If  you w ish y ou 
can i nterpret any f i l m  as as embody i ng a 
re l ig ious message just  as y ou could i nterpret 
a ny f i l m in a psychol ogical or sociol ogical 
manner .  U l t i mately peop le  l ike a good stor y ,  
w e l l  told,  and i n  this se nse t h e  Bible and 
t he s e  f i l m s s h a r e  those characterist ics.  
U nfor tu nate ly ,  I don' t have such faith in 
The Gospe l from Outer Spa ce N .  W. 

G R AYSON , Bruce, and Char les P. FL  YNN ( Eds) 
The Near Death Experience: problems,  
p r ospec t s ,  p erspect ives . Spr i ngf ie ld ,  
Chas.  C .  Thomas, 1 984.  $ 27 . 50 

A select ion of 2 1  papers on var i ous 
aspects of the N D E; wh i le the maj or i ty  are 
or ie ntated to the c l inician, some are of 
more general i nterest .  L ikely  to be of spec ial  
interest  to Magonia readers are Ronald S iegel ' s  
' The Psychology o f  L i fe after Death ' ;  Car ! 
Saga n's  ' The Amniot ic U ni verse' ;  Car ! Becker ' s  
c r i t ique o f  bir th-trauma hypotheses ' Why Birth 
M odels  cannot explain Near Death Experi­
e nces ' ;  and Michael Grosso' s ' J u ng, Parapsych­
ol ogy ,  and the N D E,  towards a transpersonal 
parad ig m ' ,  which i ncludes a mention of Orfeo 
A ngelucci .  The pub l tcation oi nu merous essays 
f r om a var iety of sources raises a maj or prob­
l e m  of  repeti t ion, and g i ves the  i mpression 
that l i tt le progress i� be tng made. A basic 
p he nomenol ogical analys is  i s  s t i l l  l acki ng. P R  

G A BBARD,  G len 0 .  and TWEMLOW,  S tuar t W .  
With the Eyes of the Mind: a n  empirical 
anal ysis of ou t  of body states. P raeger , 
1 984.  £ 3 5 .95.  

This book d i f fers  f r om others on 
the same top ic in that the au thors are med ical 
m e n, ra ther tha n parapsychol og ists. The con­
trast  the OOBE w t th autoscop y ,  depersonal is­
a t ion,  schitzophrenic b ody-bou ndary d isturb­
ances and a var iety of dream experiences. They 
i ns i s t  that the OOBE represents a separate, 
v i v id and non-pathological state,  dist i nguish t ng 
i t  m ore sharp l y  f rom dreams that do other 
w r i ters.  

Three chap ters are devoted t o  near­
death exper iences, where they rej ect Sagan's 
ass imi lat ion of the NDE t o  b i r th memor y ,  
quot ing C . D. Becker to t h e  effect that : 
" new ly  bor n  infants s impl y  l ack the capacity  
to  d is t inguish v isua l  memory of  the b irth 
exper tence. Moreover they have no concep tual 
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f ramework on which to organtse v t sual t mages ." 
H owever, the poss tb l t ty of non-l i teral reb trth  
imagery ts  not expl ored. I t  i s  suggested that 
the 'be tng of l igh t' encou ntered in OOBE ' s  t s  i n  
part  an inter nal tsed image o f  the parent, " a  
heroic rescuer f r om catastrophe". Fur ther 
analys is  of imager y is not presented, and 
the p rese nce of a cul tural l y  stereotyped ' rural 
e lys iu m'  as a regression to an ideal ised chi ld­
hood is  not exp l ored. 

G abbard and Twe nl ow reject dual ist ic 
i nterpretat ions of the OOBE ,  and suggest that 
it represents an al tered state of consc i ousness 
in which attention is removed f r om the body 
and surrou nd ings .  The i magery of the OOB E 
ar ises from the need to make se nse of the 
' d isembodied' state. 

Wr i t ten f or the c l i nician, the book is 
dense w i th jargon, and psychoanaly tical b iases 
wh ich prove hard to penetrate in p laces. At the 
pr ice, no-one ts  l ike ly  to want to purchase a 
cop y ,  but Magonia readers should consider 
b or r ow t ng f r om the Br i t ish Lend i ng L ibrary ,  
v ia  the i r  local  pub l ic l ibrar y .  P . R .  

R I N G ,  Ke nneth.  Head ing Towards Omega. 
W i l l iam Morrow ,  1 984 .  S I  1 .95 .  

Kenneth R ing,  author of L ife and Dea th 
one of the p ioneer i ng studies of the Near 
Death Exper ience, here presents a study of the 
after-effects  of 'deep ' N O Es,  in which the 
expenent entered a transende ntal rea lm.  The 
s im i la r i t ies w i th U F O  contactees, in the 
descr i p t ion of somet imes science-fict ional , 
supracelest ia l  w or lds ,  the d i f f icul ties of re­
adjustment ( K i ng reports  a cons iderab le  nu mber 
of N D Eers e nd up d i vorc i ng thei r  spouses, or at 
least want i ng t o) ,  the c la ims of sp i r i tual 
i nsigh t ,  personal i ty  growth ,  and the develop­
ment of shamanic wi ld  ta lents ,  are s tar t l i ng. 

L ike contactees, some N D Eers are given 
the secret  of the u ni verse, which they prompt­
ly f orget on return ing to a mundane state of 
consc iousness. Others are g i ve n  f lash-forwards 
of their  persona l  l i ves and the w or ld ' s  future 
- the lat ter  being heavy on the standard pop 
occ u l t  a p oc a l y p t op h i l ia a b ou t d isastrous 
ear thquakes , the nuclear war due in  Apr i l  
1 988 and etc . ,  to be f ol l owed by  a golden age. 
One N D Eer,  T .S . ,  a garage mechanic, develop­
ed a n  i nterest i n  quantum mechanics ,  though as 
w ith  many contactees , it i s  d oubt fu l  whe ther 
his c la ims to superior k nowledge could be 
ver i f ied.  

N D E  i nvest igators  tend t o  come across 
the type of experiences which f i t  their pre­
c o ncep t i ons :  the F u ndamental ist  Maurice 
R aw l i ngs came acr oss vis ions of heaven 
a nd hel l  a nd cal l s  t o  repentence; ' new ager' 
K i ng f i nds messages which conf i r m  h is  beliefs 
that N O Es are generated b y  the r is i ng of the 
kundal i ni power , and are s ignposts on the road 
to a new s tage of hu mani t y  a la Childhood's 



End, the Omega of the t i t le .  Had K i ng stud ied 
Western fa i ry- lore w i th the same avid i ty  that 
he has stud ied the Easter n rel ig ions, p op­
Cal i f or nian sty le ,  he w ould have been f ore­
warned agai nst  the seduct i ve enchant ments of 
Magonia, and may have paused before pro­
c lai m i ng death as a great adventure and 
endors ing such ' revelat i ons' as " . • .  whatever 
was happening, the wars,  famine ,  etc. was OK,  
every th ing was  perfect .  S omehow i t  w as par t  
o f  the  perfect i on that  we d idn ' t  have to 
be concer ned abou t  at a l l " ,  that nuclear holo­
caust is not only i nevitab le but  desirable and 
necessary so the new age can e merge - though 
to be fa ir ,  K i ng does cavi l  at that � P R  

DU E R R ,  Hans Peter . Oreamt ime; c oncer ning 
ttre" ::.--t>·c�tind� ::: i>etWeert - :wilderness : ana 
civi l ization. Trans lated b y  F e l ic i tas  
G ood m a n .  Bas i l  B l ac k w e l l ,  1 985 .  
£ 1 7 . 50. 

An examination of the night-r ides of 
w i tches after rubb i ng themselves w i th certai n 
salves, leads Duerr into a d iscussion of a w ide 
var iety of r i tes and experiences through 
which a given culture 's  b ou ndar ies are b r oken; 
and to a fur ther phi losophical  d iscuss ion of the 
val id i ty  of the exper iences of other cu l tures 
and states of consc iousness. The role of w oman 
as bei ng on the bou ndary between c iv i l izat ion 
and w i lder ness is one theme, another is 
that of the i ni ti ate who must enter the w i lder­
ness in order t o  be tru l y  c iv i l ized on his 
return. The use of a w ide var iety of d i verse 
customs to i l lustrate a point is  in the trad it ion 
of  Fraser , and seems dub i ous,  and Duerr has 
appare ntly been subject to severe cr i t ic ism on 
this and other points.  F requent quotes f rom 
Castaneda do not add t o  one ' s  fee l i ngs of 
conf idence. I t  should be noted that of 462 
pages i n  this  book , only 1 33 are tex t ,  the 
rest bei ng f ootnotes and b ib l i ography. Desp i te  
reservations probably w orth  gett i ng when the 
paperback comes out .  P R  

F AWCETT, L awrence and G R EEN W OOD, Barry 
Clear Intent: the g over nment c over-up 
of the UFO experience. P rentice-Hal l ,  
1 984.  $8 .95 .  
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The book i s  the p r oduct of the cases 
brought by  C i tizens Against U F O  Secrecy 
(C AUS) agai nst var ious agenc ies of the U S  
gover nment t o  f orce them to re lease docu­
me nts on U FOs, u nder the Freedom of I nf or ­
mat ion Act .  Docu ments were released by  the 
USAF,  the CIA, the F BI and the Nat ional 
Secur ity  Agency .  Readers  hop i ng f or amaz i ng 
reve lat ions, or even detai led i nves t igat ions of 
high-strangeness cases , w i l l  be d isappoi nted . 

There is l i t t le  that is new: the ear l ier 
chap ters give an accou nt of ' mystery hel i ­
cop ters '  a s  var ious A i r  F orce bases i n  1 97 5 .  

From what is p r i nted here there see ms l i t t le 
that cou ld  not be explained by a mixture of u n­
au thor ised hel icopter f l ights,  and the usual 
br ight stars and p lanets,  misi nterpreted i n  an 
atmosphere of anx iety and panic . 

Much of the book is devoted to already 
we l l -k now n cases better repor ted elsewhere, 
and masses of t r iv ia .  The authors ,  having gone 
to a great deal of trouble and expense to re­
cover the i nformation, are i nc l i ned to treasure 
every scrap, thus the mixture of goss tp ,  
newsc l ipp ings and bar mpot specu lation ( i nc lu­
d i ng one h i lar ious p iece which reads as though 
i t  w as w r itten by H oward, f rom H i l l  Stre e t 
Blues � )  emanat i ng f rom various gover nment 
age ncies is  treated w i th the ut most respec t .  
A l though t h e  authors cr i t icise gover nment 
act i on, the reverence for author i ty  and 'exper t '  
w i t nesses Sh i nes through. 

What seems apparent f rom this book is 
that no evidence has been pr oduced for a 
secret ,  gover nment-sponsored study of the UFO 
exper ience i n  the  USA.  The standard of 
case i nvestigat ion revealed is bel ow that of a l l  
bu t the mos t  nai ve amateur ufolog tsts ,  and 
bel iefs abou t U FOs amongst  personnel of gov­
er nment agenc ies mt r ror those in  society at 
large. 
One the bas is  of their evidence the au thors 
conc lude that unk nown mach i nes p t l oted by 
"advanced bio logical l i fe-for ms" are moni tor t ng 
U ni ted States m i l i tary bases w i th a "clear 
inte nt" to do some th ing unspeci f ied. That 
sou nds very fam t l iar - no doubt because t t  i s  
the conclusion Donald Keyhoe came to i n  
c lassics such a s  Flying Saucers from Outer 
Space , back i n  the ear ly  1 9 50's .  PR 

SU THERL AN D, E l izabeth.  Ravens and Black 
Rain: the s tory of H ighland second s ight  
Cons table,  1 98 5 .  £ 1 0 .95.  

E l i z ab e t h  S u t herland ex am i nes the 
chang ing percep t i ons of ' second s ight'  amongst 
the i ntel igents ia  f r om the seventeenth to the 
n ineteenth century . She examines the lege nd 
and possib le h istor ical basis of the Brahan Seer, 
and pr ovides portra i ts  of some more moder n 
seers.  An append ix  g ives a l ist  of current pro­
phecies in c ircu lat ion: these range f rom 
the t r i vial  to the doom-laden, and contain  
m ot i f s  such as ' the mi l ler w i th f our thumb s ' ,  
common i n  much Br i t ish prophetical f olk l ore .  
P opular ver i f ications are  of ten very stra ined . 
m oder n seers and psychic exper iences are put  
tn  a f olk lor ic context ,  often otherwise over­
l ooked; however the accou nt of modern psych­
teal research is much weaker than the rest of 
the book and should have been om it ted. PR 
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F eatu r e  R e view ; The G r eat Martian P a nic 
B A R TH E L ,  Gerard a nd B RU C K ER ,  J acques. 

La  Grande Peur Mart ienne, N ou vel les  
Ed i t ions Rati onnal i stes, Par i s ,  1 979 .  

I t  i s  regrettable that  the J ack of  
a su itable transla t ion condemns some b ooks 
t o  remain u nk now n to the E ng l i sh-speaki ng 
pub l ic ,  because some f oreign w orks are s ign i f­
icant  a nd should be read b y  a l l  i nterested in  
the UFO phenomenon. 

One such b ook is La G rande Peur Marti­
enne . When i t  f ir s t  appeared i t  was not 
we l l  recei ved by European u f ol ogists ,  who per­
cei ved i t  as a demol i sh ing att ack on ufo logy , 
i ntended to pr omote the s o-cal led s oc i o­
p sychol og ical exp lanat i ons of the phenomenon. 

Perhaps i n  the end that is  what the 
w ork of Bar thel a nd Brucker has d one ; but 
af ter a though tful  read i ng ,  I d o  not bel ieve 
that  such was the ir  or ig ina l  i ntent.  

The book addresses exclus ively  the 
F r e nch wave of 1 9 54,  more precisely the 
cases repor ted between August 1 a nd N ovem­
ber 30, of  which the  author c la i ms  to have 
re i nvestigated _ 562,  by  d i rec t l y  i nter view i ng 
the or tg tnal  w t t nesses and review i ng the news­
papers of the t ime.  I n  doing so, they h ave 
d tscovered a large nu mber of cases w i th 
t r i v tal  explanat ions , as we l l  as a good nu mber 
of hoaxes and f rauds ,  i nc lud ing del iberate 
m edia  manipulat i ons . 

The or ig i nal reports are p resented 
i n  the tex t together w ith  the new e lements 
d iscovered by the authors ,  thus e l i m i na t i ng 
t hose cases from the catal ogues of U F O  
events .  

A l l  of  th is  s ou nds ser i ous  and l eg i t i m ate 
a nd in a way is  s i mi lar  t o  the methodology  
used by U N ICAT,  but  the  reader s oon d iscov­
ers that the selec t i on of the cases presented 
is far from u nb iased . The brunt of their  
a t t ack seems t o  be on J acques V a l lee,  a nd 
e m phasises the J ack of care a nd c r i t ical  
j udgement apparent i n  the select i on of the 
c ases that were i nc l uded in h is  catalog .  
B y  actual cou nt,  m ore t h a n  f or ty  cases o f  the 
V al lee catalogue have been show n to be 
p oor , erroneous ,  a nd I w i l l  add ,  w i t h ou t  
sc ient i f ic value. 

by  Bar thel a nd Brucker coincide w i th the 
ones I have already e l i m i nated. 

Bu t after al l th is  good w or k ,  the 
authors  seem t o  run  ou t of steam, a nd rush 
t o  their w or ld-shak i ng conclus ion:  U F Os do not 
ex i s t  (sou nds fami l iar , d oesn' t i t ?) .  N obody 
has touched one, no craf t has ever landed,  
no marks on the grou nd can be attr ibuted to 
those nonexis t ing U FOs. As M ichel M onner ie  
said,  " there are no UFOs" .  A l l  we have is 
a complex m ix ture of var i ous c ircumstances,  
magni f ied by  the media eager f or sensat ion­
a l i sm and by ufol ogists  want i ng only t o  per­
petuate a myth.  There i s  rea l ly  noth i ng 
beh ind those hundreds of thousands of repor t s ,  
a nd a l l  have a t r i v ia l  o r  m i ndane exp l a nat ion. 

Perhaps Barthel  and Brucker real ised 
at this  point that they had gone t oo far ,  that 
the ex trapolat ion f r om a few cases f r om 
the 1 954 wave to a l l  the cases i n  France,  a nd 
by ex tension to a l l  the cases i n  the w or l d ,  
w a s  u nsou nd .  Thus as a n  afterthought  they 
tel l us  that they have "also studied the m aj or­
i t y  of  the  important cases" ( f or France) , a nd 
they produce a shor t  l i s t  of such cases . 
But alas � Those are hardly the most i mportant 
cases , which are notor i ous ly  abse n t .  N ot a 
w ord  is said abou t ,  f or i nstance,  Cussac 
( 670829) or the case of Dr. X ( 68 1 1 02) . Two 
other cases are noted : Quarouble ( 54 09 1 1 ) ,  
d i smissed by  waving hands and ig nor i ng the 
evtdence ; and Valensol e  (65070 1 ) ,  f or w hich,  
s i nce other cases have show n that phys ical 
t races and hu manoids are w i thou t  f ou ndat ion, 
the s incer i ty  of the w i t ness is  dub i ous ,  and 
one must l ook f or a psycholog ica l  exp lana t i on. 

To g ive the author s  cred i t  w here 
cred i t  i s  due, their cr i t ic ism of the method ­
ol ogy  i n  t h e  select ion o f  cases i s  accurate,  
a nd there is  at  least one c lassical case (Pre­
manon, 540927)  that they have u nm asked. 
A nd they have also pointed out i n  the V al lee 
Catalogue some of the cases w i thou t  sci e n­
t i f ic value, i nf or mation which is real l y  not 
new t o  us. 

I n  spite of their u nsuppor ted extra­
p olat ion, their  leaning t owards socio-psycho­
l og ical  solut ions ,  and their ignor i ng the evid-

N ot tha t Va l lee d oes  not deserve e nce when it is not in the d irec t i on of their  
this  ruthless cr i t iq ue .  I n  fac t ,  dur i ng our ow n b ias ,  the w ork has merits .  It p oi nts ou t the 
c o ns ideration of Passport t o  M agoni a w  e h a v e  fa l l ac ies of us ing newspapers as sou rces 
f ou nd many cases that surpr i sed us, as they of i nf or mation and the resu l tant  i nexact i tudes 
are w orthless and based e ither on newspaper in dates a nd t i mes, of which w e  have become 
accou nts, marked ' persona l '  (whic h  ru les out so acutely aware in w or k i ng w it h  U N IC A T ,  
t h e  possib i l i ty o f  a n  i ndependent ver i f i�at ion) , a nd i nd irect ly  suppor t s  our methodol ogy  of not 
or attr ibuted to G uy Qu inc y ,  whose or i g i nal  even cons ider i ng a case u nless there exists  
l ts t t ngs do not have su i table references. N ot a good w r itten report based on an ' i n  s i tu '  
u nexpected ly ,  many of  the  cases de mol i shed i nv e s t i g a t i on .  Dr.  Wi l l y  S m i th 
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S i l icon  V al lee 

TO the Donmar Theatre i n  Covent G arden on 
the 30th J u ne t o  hear J acques Val lee ta lk  on 
' C l ose E nc ou nters of the F ourth D i mens ional 
K i nd ' ; a catch-al l t i t le  wh tch covered a 
resu me of Val lee ' s  w ork i n  the seventies, 
r oughly  the per 1 od f r om Passport t o  Magonia to 
Messengers of Deception. L i t t l e  of i t  was new 
to the U F O  g l i  tterati  who attended i n  f orce.  
As usual  w i th these events quest ion t ime 
prov tded most of the l aughs, w i th v i vid descr ip­
t ions f r om one g l obe-trot t ing American psychic 
who 'd  just  retur ned from six months in South 
America wait i ng f or the ' ships '  to land (where 
d o  these peop le get the money f r om?) of her 
enc ou nters, c l ose or otherwise,  w i th a Hugo 
Rune-type character who apparent ly  radiated 
an amazing aura whi ls t  stand i ng i n  a r oom i n  
h is  u nderpants. N u f f  sai d .  

U f ol og ists hang ing r ou nd t h e  l ocal pubs 
af ter the lecture d iscussed the myster ious 
' I nter nat ional Ce ntre f or UFO Research '  which 
pr om oted the event .  Bef ore the good doctor 
<>poke a smooth A merican a nnou nced the f or m­
a t iOn of the L ondon HQ of the Centr·e (or 
shou ld i t  be Ce nter ?) , hop i ng that it w ould  
' w or k  i n  c o-operat ion w ith Br i t ish researchers ' . 
F u l l  marks f or p i ous hopes, but  none ou t of 
ten f or observat ion of real i t y .  

T h e  Centre is bel ie ved to be c onnected 
w i th a myster i ous offer of a vast amou nt of 
m oney to the late Or H y nek ' s  ' Ce nter f or 
U F O  S tud ies ' , wh ich was accepted then r ap id l y  
dropped l ike a h o t  p otatoe .  Talk o f  ' s t range 
cu l ts '  and Va l lee ' s  ' mi nders'  spread r ou nd the 
huddles of ufo logists ,  as the u fo log ica l  super­
star was 'chaper oned' b ack t o  his hotel  and 
thence back home to Souther n Cal i f or nia,  
l e a v i ng Br i t ish ufo logy  be mused , s l ight l y  
susp ic ious and vaguely  d issat is f ied . 

Do th(o/ mean us • • •  ? 
Our d i s t inguished organ is not exac t l y  f l avour  
of the  month in  some c i rc les,  and cer ta in  

2& 
magaz i nes have been band y 1 ng our  name abou t .  
Magonia has a l w ays w orked o n  t h e  p r inc 1 p l e  
t h a t  a l l  pub l ic i t y  I S  good pub l 1 c 1 t y  so long 
as they spe l l  y our name r ight - so shape up,  
Beyond Sicence ! 

" We ha ve recently been sho wn a ra ther vi triol ic 
li t t l e  cri t icism o{ Beyond Science! which 
floundered in some sort of typed parish maga ­
z ine called Magnolia . . .  

Bey ond Sc ience � ,  J u l y 1 986.  

" Wha t ghos ts a n d  fa iries ha ve to d o  w i th U FOs 
we a re s t i l l  trying to e va lua t e .  This rubbish 
dished ou t by Magonia is well  represen t a t i ve 
of their a rm cha i r  approach. We suggest they 
spend a grea t deal  m ore time inves t iga t ing 
U F Os. I t  is no s m a l l  wonder tha t science 
s t a ys well clear of U FOs wi th ghos thun ters 
ful ly in vol ved in research . . .  As for the 
t e a  m from Magonia we s trongly bel i e ve 
they are on the wrong t ra ck, and we sugges t 
they pack in n o w  and lea ve U F O  research 
t o  serious pe opl e . "  

Y U F OS Quest ,  J u l y  1 986.  

Touche � 

N o  other comment  real l y ,  to Je nny Randles  
observation i n  Northern U F O  Ne ws that  our l i t ­
t l e  homi l y  abou t send i ng exchange magaz i nes 
to f or mer addresses, a nd the mental  angu rsh 
i t  mush cause current residents, was sent to 
her old address .  

A nd wh i le  w e ' re say ing m ea culpa w e 
must point  ou t that a l though Thorson' s books 
are a lways reasonable pr iced , even they are 
not gi v i ng away N icholas G oodr ick-C iarke ' s  
exce l lent Occul t Roots of Na z is m  f or £ 0 .00 as  
our rev iew last  see med to suggest .  I n  f ac t  1 t s  
a very  reasonab le  £ 1 2 .95  f or a substant ia l , 
deep l y  research and w e l l  wr i tten hardback . 

Oh yes,  and Abbe X .  didn ' t l i ve 900 
years backwards ' f rom 1 9 36 t o  1 04 7 ,  he was 
cure f r om 1 9 3 6  to 1 94 7 .  ( Thank y ou ,  Manfred) . 
A nd wh i le  w e ' r e  abou t it.[ Th a  t 's en ough mea 
culpas for no w .  Ed. ]  

' The Colonel'  writes : 
I hope that e verybody f ol l owed the ad vice 
i n  the last issue of Magonia ,  and pu t their 
shirt on the sec ond f avour i te in the Derby . 
The odds were not very good , but  enough to 
make i t  w orthwh i le .  Anyway,  what other U F O  
m agazi ne g ives y ou such good rac i ng t ips ? 
1 00% success f u l  record so f ar ! Incide nt l y ,  
O l d  M oore see ms t o  have sc ored several 
m or e  i nteres t i ng h its, a nd we may take another 
l ook at  h i s  rec or d .  A ny rac i ng cer ta int ies 
we ' l l  pass on t o  y ou .  
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