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EDITORIAL NOTES 

First of all we would like to apologise to our readers far the rather poor 
graphical appearance of th�s issue of Xagania, which quite frankly is 
something of a dog's-dinner. Unfortunately our high-quality electronic 
typewriter, with its elegant daisy-wheel printer, broke dawn about a quarter of 
the way through setting up articles for the magazine. The good news was that 
just at that time we took delivery of one of the now famous little Amstrad 
word-processors <as has just about every other small magazine in Britain, it 
seems) which has enabled us to finish producing copy. The combination of 
styles and layouts is not aesthetically pleasing, but at least the magazine is 
out. Next issue we hope to be able to produce something mare worthy of our 
renders. Please bear with us. 

As promised, this issue deals largely with BOLS/earthlights/fireballs or what 
you will. 'ie have had a good response to our call for articles and more will 
appear in the next issue. If you have any views on the subject, or would like 
to comment on the contents of this issue, please let us know. 
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SHITO DAMA 
Th� J�p����� Fi��b�ll Spi�it 

JUchAel Goss 

The Japanese spirit world is populated by a strange crew; 
there are teasing, shape-changing entities known as kitsune 
or 'fox spirits' which delight in deceiving lone travellers; 
there are bird-faced tengu in the forests, and half-human, 
half turtle kappa in 'the deep ponds. And of course there are 
the ghosts of the departed who cling obsessively to the 
things left undone or uncorrected in their earthly 
existence. These phantasms have amused Western readers ever 
since folklore retailers like Lafcadio Hearn and A.B. 
Mi tford made the mythologies of Japan accessible to non­
specialist audiences. Yet the shito-da�, the 'fireball 
spirit' remains a largely unpublicized quantity. 

In Japan more than anywhere e lse in the world, spirits of the departed tend 
to harbour strong feelings on justice. Above a l l , a ghost is unlikely to 
rest until the wrongs which led to its being deprived of a physical 
existence have been put right. Take as an example the unhappy and vengefu l 
spirit of 0 Same - she died of a broken heart for the love of a handsome 
priest - who was blamed for the great Tokyo fire of 1788 that ki l led 
180 ,000 inhabitants . She was protesting from beyond the grave about the way 
that her fine dress <presented to the temp le after her death ) had been 
sold. After two young female owners had died of lovesickness not long after 
aquiring the secondhand garment, the dress was judged to be possessed and 
a ceremonial exorcism-by-burning arranged . In the course of this a 
mysterious wind whisked a burning s leeve into the rafters, causing the 
conflagration which fire-conscious Japanese narrators claimed was one of 
the worst in the history of mankind. 

History, mythology and supernatural revenge on the 11 ving - including 
those not directly responsible for and probably not even born at the t ime 
of the original offence - rank high in this and other tales garnered 
towards the end of the nineteenth century by Richard Garden Smith.  During 
nine years in Japan w here he was chiefly engaged in col lecting natural 
history specimens for the British Museum he had unusual opportunity to talk 
to fishermen, farmers, priests and children, drawing from them folk 
material which might otherwise never have reached the west . Much of it 
featured ghostly apparitions and none of it was more puzzling than the 
firebal l- like spirit that informants sty les shito-dama. 

Though he never saw one for himself, Smith encountered belief in Shito­
dama on several occasions and in several places . One such instance happened 
on a visit to Lake Biwa, the famously-beautiful stretch of water in the 
southwest of the main island that is named after the traditional four­
stringed lute-like instrument of Japan . 

One of the lesser attractions of Biwa-Ko - not one of its 'Eight 
Beauties' celebrated by Japanese poets - was the sma l l  settlement of Seze. 
As Smith indicates, the 'settlement' amounted to little more than the 
lakeside cottage of a very o ld fisherman and his three sons who owned and 
operated "an immense fish trap which runs out into the lake nearly a mil e ,  
and i s  a disgrace to a l l  civilized ideas of conservation". t h e  family bad 
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apparently acquired the rights a century or more before from the local 
daimyo <lord) . 

Though a little bewildered to find a visitor - and a foreigner! -
interested in simple tales that even his sons did n 't care to hear nowadays , 
the elderly fishentan had a few 'truths ' <or as we'd say , folk yarns ) 
concerning his part of the lake. First and most intriguing of these was the 
shtto-dama or 'Spider Fire of the Spirit of the Dead Akechi ' .  Rooted in 
local history, the fireba l l  was a fact as far this aged narrator was 
concern ed:  "a curious and unpleasant thing" that he had seen at first hand 
- evidently too close and too often for his com fort.  

The fireba l l  was seen on the lake in wet weather, began the narrator, 
and it was "The Spirit of Akechi". Whether Smith realised it or not, the old 
man must have been referring to the dtlimyo Akechi Mitsuhide, familiar to 
generations of Japanese as "Shogun of Thirteen Days" . Akechi was famed for 
an act of revenge and rebe l lion ; he had waited five years before rising 
against his liege-lord Nobunaga whom he held responsible for the death of 
his mother and he capped the encompassing of his enemy's death by 
proclaiming himself Shogun or military dictator <and effectual ru ler > of 
Japan. From the time of his rebellion to his total defeat by Bobunaga 's 
righthand-man Hideyoshi Toyotomi and thence to his death in 1 582 , Akechi 
had enjoyed a paltry 13 days of g lory ,  hence his popular title.  

Historians say that Akechi Mitsuhide died en route for the safety of 
his Sakamoto castle, massacred at the hands of a peasant mob in the village 
of Ogorusu .  Smith's informant had a more romantic version of that event 
which invested cold fact with picturesque overtones dear to the heart of 
folk-narrators and audiences everywhere . . .  at the expense of actual cold 
fact itse l f .  These overtones were the staple twin-elements of Japanese 
popular lore: betrayal and supernatural revenge. 

According to the fisherman , Akechi had built his now-ruined castle at 
the foot of Mount Hiyei and when the time of his reverses came he held it 
against a siege by the far larger forces of Hideyoshi . The castle might 
well have remained untaken had not a fisherman from Magisa told the 
besiegers the secret of its watersupply.  Once this lifeline was cut the 
garrison had no choice but to capitu late; Akechi and most of his men took 
the honourable way of forstalling the inevitable by committing suicide. 

As already pointed out ,  this version of Akechi's b loody end doesnot 
square with the sober biographical details given in standard texts like 
Papinot's Historical and GeogrtJpbical Dictionary of JaptJn. More interest 
though, is the way that it lent itself to interpretation of a menacing local 
phenomena . For it was said that ever since the betrayal and death of 
Akechi : 

" . . . in rain or rough weather , there has come from the castle a fireba l l, six 
inches in diameter or more . It comes to wreak vengeance on the fishermen, 
and causes many wrecks, leading boats out of their course . Sometimes it 
comes almost into the boat. Once a fisherman struck it with a bamboo pole, 
breaking it u p  into many fiery bits , and on that occasion many boats were 
lost . . .  That is all sir , that I can tel l of it - except that often have I 
seen it mysel f  and feared it" 

As a meteorological phenomenon - a literal fireball, perhaps, or ba l l  
lighting which is seen only i n  certain rough-weather conditions - the 
sbito-dama of Akechi sounds quite believable. More important is the way in 
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which something that could possibly be a natural phenomenon has been 
interpreted as a supernatural one . Certain aspects of this process seem 
peculiarly adapted to the prevailing cultural beliefs against which the 
story is tol d ;  the shito-dama's purpose is revenge on fishermen because to 
this class belonged the man who in distant time offended against a 
dominant social law - namely, loyalty to one 's lord . The spirit does not 
distinguish between innocent fishermen and the descendents <if any ! )  of the 
guilty one: all fishermen are guilty and hence legitimate subjects of its 
supernatural vengeance. That this rationale is founded on a non-existent or 
litera lly incorrect piece of history doesn't matter . 

At the same time , the basic motif - a supernatural light over water 
commemorating a past homicidal tragedy engineered by betrayal of accepted 
human standards - is not uniquely Japanese. The shito-dama of Akechi bears 
comp�rison with themes implicit in Rhode Is land 's ghostly c lassic , the so­
called 'Palatine Light' . 

As described by one resident of B lock Island , R I ,  in 1811, the l ight 
appears about ha lf a mile out to sea: sometimes smal l ,  l ike an illum ination 
from a far-off window, at other times reaching the heights of a fu l ly­
rigged sailing ship.  Whatever its source, the oft-cited accounts indicate 
that the light was regularly reported throughout the 19th century and <more 
specifica l ly> was just as much a reality for the residents of Block island 
as the Akechi shito-dama was for the Seze fishermen. Also like their 
Japanese counterparts, the islanders usually attributed it to the paranormal 
- and to a piece o f  spurious criminal history. 

The Palatine was supposed to have been a Philadelphia- bound imm igrant 
boat lured onto Block Island in 1752 by wreckers who s laughtered the 
help less survivors and set the vessel on f ire. Since that day , ran the yarn,  
the blazing ship appeared sporadica l ly offshore to testify to that foul and 
inhuman deed . 

Local historians have proved quite confidently that there was no foul 
deed - at least not on the islander 's side!  and not even a ship named The 
PaltJtine. It is thought that the story derives from the wreck of the 
Princess .Augusta in 1738 <not 1752 ) with 350 refugees who came from the 
German districts of the Upper and Lower Palatinates . The ship struck a 
hummock off Block island , and the local inhabitants were almost who1ly 
respon.sible for saving some of the immigrants despite the inexplicably 
ca llous behaviour on the part o f  the Princess Augusta 's commanding of ficer; 
the ship eventual ly drifted away and sank after hitting a rock. Since she 
did not catch fire there seems no logical connection between the burning 
"Palatine light" and the i l l- fated ship, save for the folk- rationalisation 
that the al legedly paranormal radiance at sea marked the feiry fate of a 
vessel which had come to be equated with the genuine wreck of 1738 . As we 
have seen, Japanese folk lore furnished similarly dubious reasons for the 
Akechi firebal l  to seek revenge an fishermen, quite ignoring the historical 
fact that A kechi had more reason to hate the land-based Ogurusu peasants 
than the boatmen o f  Sez e .  

T h e  crux of t h e  Akechi story i s  t h e  way in which it shows how a rare 

but univer·�al phenomenon here, some kind of f ireba l l  has been 

interpreted according to folk lore conventions on the supernatural .  For the 

fishermen it was not merely a random bal l  of light, but none other than a 

shito-dama. 
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Richard Gordan Smith wrote: "Sa much evidence have I got from personal 
acquaintances as to their existence, and even frequent occurence, that I 
almost beli ve in them myself" . The Shi to-damll seems to have been such an 
integral part of Japanese beliefs that it is surprising to find so little on 
it from western commentators . Smith felt that the shito-dama was an astral 
spirit that could wander the earth after death . As such , this specifica lly 
Japanese form relates to a widespread tradition that some part of the human 
organism may survive death and be visible in or around the locality in 
which that terminal event took place . Japanese readers would have had 
little difficulty in understanding <and believing in> the pa l lid lights or 
"magnetic eff luvia" said to have been witnesses by 19th century c lairvoy­
ants in graveyards . 

Smith 's informants divided shito-d�ma into two categories : some were of 
'roundish tadpole shape ' ,  others 'mare square fronted ' and 'eyed' as in the 
case<s> of those belonging to a deaf man and a fisher-girl seen by two to 
three dozen people at Tsuboune near Naba . His hun ter assistant Oto o f  Itama 
claimed that he and his sane had seen the shito-dtJm� of a dead woman that 
was something like an egg with a tai l . At Toshishima a number o f  elderly 
men testified that the shito-dama belonging to a carpenter had been red, 
but mare typica l ly witnesses spoke of a smokey white phosphorescence. 

Although shito-dama were firmly h e ld to be manifestations of the human 
spirit, they were not to be confused with conventional ghosts of the dead . 
Generally speaking Japanese ghosts are always recognisably human in form . 
The shito-dt�ma was nothing more than a moving light, perhaps an abstract 
of the human spirit .  At the same time it might be seen alongside a more 
representational phantom . In Smiths ghoulish record of 'A  Haunted Temple in 
Inaba Province' the shito-dama hovers and buzzes as it leads "the luminous 
skeleton of a man in loose priests ' clothes with glaring eyes and a 
parchment skin !" The narrative makes it c lear that both apparitions belong 
to the same murder victi m .  

A kind of limited intelligence directs t h e  shito-dama's peregrinations. 
In common with haunting ghosts the world over, its actions seem defined by 
obsessive preoccupying thoughts, of which revenge or the desire to reveal 
the whereabouts of its mortal remains are usua l ly paramount .  Again, it may 
continue in an attempt to carry out some important act left unfinished by 
death. 

The folktales co l lected by Gordon Smith were told and retold to him 
principa l ly for their entertainment value . Then as now Oriental ghost 
stories can be enjoyed for that alone; they have a quaintness and charm of 
unfamiliarity that is hard to resist . But what does the shito-dama tel l  us 
about the Japanese approach to the paranormal? And has it any relevance to 
our own approach to that topic? 

At folktale level a phenomenon which may sound to us uncommon but 
natural has been taken as something spiritual - a visual symbol of the 
soul, the astral body, or some other e lement that survives bodily death . The 
shito-dama stories also have a moral or educative value aimed at the 
living. The phenomenon is intended to reinforce a deep-rooted ethical 
teaching that binds humans and society . Overt or implicit, these underlying 
factors are loyalty and duty . Betrayal of trust - a terribl e  failing in a 
hierarchical society like that of Japan - brings evil consequences not 
merely for the individual but for those about him .  Thus the fisherman who 
gave away his lard 's secret and caused his death drew supernatural 
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retribution on unborn members of the class to which he belonged in the 
Akechi tale. 

These interpretations may seem irrelevant to cultures outside Japan. yet 
the shito-d"m" has a m uch deeper signif icance than that , for it reveals the 
remarkable uniformity of believer response between peoples set apart by 
vast barriers of geography and custom . Ostensibly the gulf between feudal 
Japan and pre-20th century Britain is beyond compromise. It may be 

m isleading to over-value s im ilarities between cultures which could arguably 
be sheer accident, but folklorists have always been impressed when two 
remote cultures yield evidence of beliefs which suggest a common mode of 
interpreting unknown phenomena. So it is revealing when the attitudes of 
Sm ith's shito-dam., narrators are placed beside British rural trad it ions 
concerning wandering, unearthly-seeming lum inescences known variously as 
'corpse-lights' or 'corpse-candles'•. 

Here again the phenomenon can be summed up as an eerie nocturnal ball 
of light or flame which tradit ion asserted was the soul of a deceased 
person. The corpse l ight was particularly prone to wander when the departed 
had been the v ictim of an und isclosed, unpun ished crime and could not rest 
until this issue had been acknowledged and resolved. As in the Japanese 
material, opin ions d iffered on the dangers posed by these it inerant lights; 
some were thought to bear no malice to the living, whereas others were to 
be avoided at all costs . 

The parallels w ith Smith 's legends go much deeper. Folklorist Baring­
Gould heard that a flame seen dancing over f ields and hayricks one harvest 
time was believed to be the soul of a young man who had helped bring in 
the hay last year but had since died from consumption. Perhaps the spirit 
w.,nted to ass ist in the communal harvesting of the parish. Equally - and 

given the critical nature of this annual event when every available hand 
was expected to turn out - it may have responded out of a post-mortem 
sense of social obligation. As late as the 1 920 's rumours of corpse-lights 
sprang up in the wake of a well publicized and sordid Brit ish murder. 
Clearly the victim's spirit was prosecuting its claim for justice , just as 
the buzzing shito-d12ma of the Inaba temple drew attention to the bones off" 
a priest who had suffered a violent death and could not rest" . 

These sim ilar beliefs of uncomplicated <often unlettered > working 
people have suffered comparable attempts at rationalist, deflating 
explanations . Corpse lights were dism issed by the learned as fungoid 
luminosity, spontaneously- igniting marsh gas, or both. The orig ins of the 
shito-dam12 could take in these answers as well as meteorological or 
geological hypotheses . Neither rationalisation process has completely 
convincing results and neither can gainsay the ease w ith which folk­
audiences insisted the phenomenon were spiritual, paranormal man ifestat ions . 

Evidence of so- s im ilar interpretations of fireballs among cultures so 
remote and segregated from each other - ideas which could not be borrowed 

* Technically, the corpse lights discussed in the following paragraphs were believed to be  
different froa the  corpse (andles spoken of  in  u ny parts of Britain, but most especially 
in Wales, The ' candle ' wa s a aoving ball of light said to presage a coaing death in the 
couunity; often it was supposed to have belonged to soaeone who had already ' passed o n '  
and i n  this case i t  was said t o  �tani t est i n  welco111e o r  i n  warning t o  a person whose death 
was ininent , Interestingly, so11e East Anglian corpse lights were described as red, like 
the shito-daMi of the Toshishiu carpenter , 
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nor exchanged from one to the other - ind icates that despite ethnic 
differences people respond to the unknown in standard ways. That the 
British and Japanese should both interpret a species of ' f ireball' in terms 
of spirit survival is no coincidence and it matters more than the 
undeniably dist inct cultural l ines along which those races have developed. 

Parapsycholog ists may ponder that across the world folk-ghosts have a 
quality which goes beyond narrative form and convention . If every nation 
interprets its ghosts in ways that encapsulate some essential approach to 
life, it could explain why so many supernatural motifs are common to people 
who have no <or at best lim ited > contact w ith each other until long after 
those motifs had evolved . The unhappy ghost which demands justice for its 
unpun ished murder is not necessarily a disseminated story: it walks the 
countries of the globe because Man has a strong sense of justice and hates 
to think that murder can go unpun ished. And Man also hates to think that 
death is the end , so much so that a lum inous f ire in the n ight stands for 
the visible survival of h is soul. 

Perhaps the f isherman from Seze was right. Richard Gordon Smith asked him 
for curious legends.  The old man replied that he could tell h im a few 
'truths '. 
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SPOOKLIGHTS IN TRADITION 
AND FOLKLORE 

David C larke 

••. Of purpose to deceive us 

And leadin!J us 11lalres us stray 
Lan!J "Klnter ni!Jhts out of the "Kay 
.And 'Khen 'Ke stick in mire or clay 

He dath 'Kith lau!Jhter lead us 

Drayton 's Xpphidia 

Few people today will have beard about 
phenomenon known generally in the! � t i sh 
o'tbe Wisp' or ' Jack o' Lantern '. Prior to 

the once 
Isles as 

the end 

common 
I Vi ll 

of the 
19th century this rural mystery was a terror familiar to 
night travellers, especially in the marshy, undrained areas 
which still remained in many parts of England. 

Wil l  o 'the Wisp [henceforth W W ,  E d . l  is known to scientists by its Latin 
name ignis fatuus - foolish fire - and is variously described as a strong , 
f lame-like light (often first taken for a lantern or the lights of a house 
in the distance) seen hovering over marshland just after sunset . However ,  
many reliable witnesses have described seeing bril liant W't/s dancing over 
hedgerows, rising high in the air or performing elaborate movements. They 
often appear to displ�y signs of intel ligence - the light is said to recede 
from an observer who approaches it, or fol low him if he retires. This 
appears to contradict the long-held, but never proven, belief that 't/Ws are 
caused by the spontaneous ignition of marsh-gas or 'phosphoretted hydrogen ' 
in swampy areas . 

In 198 0  A .A .  Mills, a chemist at Leicester University, published a study 
investigating the possible connections between marsh-gas and WWs .1  He 
worked initia l ly on the o ld premise that the phenomenon was due to ignition 
of natural gas or methane <CH4>, perhaps ignited by contamination with 
phosphine <PH3> or a higher hydride. Mil ls experimental ly tried to create a 
WW in his laboratory by filling a ga l lon g!ass bottle with compost, peat, 
eggs, bone meal and other such ingredients, which were then al lowed to 
incubate at a warm temperature.  He collected the 'marsh gas' which bubbled 
off, "but a lthough repulsively odiferous it never displayed the slightest 
luminosity when a llowed to come into contact with air " .  Further, Mil ls 
stated that to explain VY as marsh gas one had to "explain how to achieve 
natural ignition o f  intermittent, disconnected bubble o f  gas rising through 
the marsh" . The suggestion that phosphine could provide this natural 
ignition is a non-starter, as phosphorous is never found in a pure state in 
nature, and vapour-phase chromatography has failed to detect even parts per 
million traces of phosphine in marsh gasses analysed in laboratories. 

'tlYI is therefore as much a mystery in our present age as he was to 
earlier generations. In recent times he appears to have diappeared from the 
countryside, a long with fairies, as marshes have been drained, and as 
technology has re-defined his image for our modern perceptions . VIe now 
regard strange lights in the night sky as heralds of extraterrestrial 
visitors rather than the mischevious sprites, evil spirits and elementals 
which were once familiar to our ancestors .  
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In 1 855 a writer in Rates and Queries asked if WW was sti l l  to be seen 
in any parts of the British Isles . He received replies from many 
correspondents, giving eyewitness acounts of recent sightings . 

" I  have litt le doubt," wrote one, "that the sprite is sti l l  to be met 
with in certain districts of Essex or among the Norfolk Broads... the 
inquirer might procure a sight of one if he would enquire o f  some rustic 
where they most frequently occur . But for this purpose he m ust know the 
vernacular name in the district where he lives"2 

Nearly every country district of the British Isles has its own 
particular name for YW and his kind, most of them personalised - Jean the 
Wad <Devon and Cornwa l l > ;  William with the little flame < Ireland) ; Jenny 
Burn tail <Warwickshire ; Kitty wi 'the Wisp <Northumberland ) ,  and countless 
others . Similar names can be found throughout Europe : irrlichtern, 
'wandering light'  <Germany>; feux-follets <France>; Fuoco fatuo < Ita ly > ; 
lyckte!Jubbe ' lantern bearer ' <Sweden> - suggesting a world-wide occurence of 
similar phenomena . other names have been given, or related to YW . 
Countryfolk and folklorists connect him with Puck, Robin Goodfel low, Friar 
Rush and other pagan elementals. These traditions are unwittingly continued 
on bonfire night when children place a candle in a hol lowed-out turnip to 
represent the evil spirit or Jack o ' Lantern.3 

These wandering lights have been known to haunt certain spots for 
centuries . The folk lore of the Scottish Highlands is particu larly rich with 
stories concerning strange lights regarded as omens of death or disaster, 
and the Gaelic language has several names for them : solus bats, a death 
light, solus taisg, a spectre light, and teine biorach, "a fire floating in 
the air like a bird" . 

In 'Ghostlights of the Western Highlands'4 R .C .  McLagan writes that 
"there are places which have got their names from the belief that 
mysterious lights have appeared in their neighbourhood. Thus Creag an T­
Soluis, a rock above Cairn near Port Charlotte, has its name from a belief 
that supernatural lights used to be seen about it. For the same reason 
another rock down at the shore below Cairn Cottage is cal l ed Carraig na 
Soluis." 

Almost everywhere these lights are regarded as omens of death, partic u larly 
in Gel tic countries where the 'corpse candle '  tradition originates . One 
account describes the cand le as a light "seen during the night s lowly 
gliding from the house to the gate of the churchyard and along the church­
road, but that by which the funeral processions pass"5 McLagan notes that 

" In the Isle of Man, on May Eve, many of the inhabitants remain on the 
hills til l  sunrise, endeavouring to pry into futurity by observing 
particular omens . If a bright light were observed to issue, seemingly, from 
any house in the surrounding val leys, it was considered a certain 
indication that some member of that family was soon to be married ; but if a 
dim light were seen, moving s lowly in the direction of the parish church, 
it was then deemed equal ly certain that a funeral would soon pass that way 
to the churchyard !"7 

This tradition is similar to that connecting the lights to areas of 
pre-historic sanctity - burial mounds, stone circles and ancient religios 
sitess· In Norwegian folklore the little islands off the coast were 
inhabited by dwarfs, and on festive nights were "lit up with countless blue 
lights that moved and skipped about without ceasing, borne by the little 
underground people ; and the grave mounds of heroes emitted lamdent f lames 
that guarded the dead and treasure buried with them4 . 
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A fascinating account of this kind appeared in the popular science 
magazine English Xecbanlc during 1919. This described how a correspondent, 
T. Sington, saw "strange lights . .. no doubt will o 'the wisps" whilst walking 
with a friend in the dead of night near the ancient and spectacular 
Castlerigg Stone Circle near Keswick in the Lake District: 

"'When we were at a point near which the track: branches off to the 
Druidical circle, we all at once saw a rapidly moving light as bright as 
the acetylene lamp of a bicycle, and we instinctively stepped to the road 
boundary wall to make way for it , but nothing came . As a matter of fact the 
light travelled at right angles to the road, say 20 feet above our level , 
possibly 200 yards or so away.  It was a white light, and having crossed the 
road it suddenly diappeared. 'Whether it went out or passes behind an 
obstruction it is impossible to say, as I have not yet had an opportunity 
of again visiting the place during daylight. There is certainly no 
crossroads there . Ye then saw a number of lights possibly a third of a mile 
away , directly in the direction of the Druidical circ le,  but of course much 
fainter, no doubt due to distance, moving backwards and forwards 
horizontally; we stood watching them for a long tim e ,  and then only left as 
it was so late at the hotel people might think: we were lost on the mountain 
<Helvellyn > ,  

"Whilst w e  were watching a remarkable incident happened - one of the 
lights , and only one ,  came straight to the spot where we were standing; at 
first very faint , as it approached the light increased in intensity. 'When it 
came quite near I was in no doubt whether I should stoop below the 
boundary wall as the light would pass directly over our heads . But when it 
came close to the wall it slowed down , stopped , quivered , and slowly went 
out, as if the matter producing the light had become exhausted. It was 
globular, white , with a nucleus possibly six feet or so in diameter, and 
just high enough above ground to pass over our heads" 

Mr Sington concluded his fascinating story by stating his suspicion 
that the ancient builders of the stone circle had selected this particular 
spot "owing to some local conditions at present unknown . . .  such lights would 
have attracted the attention of the inhabitants , who would have attached 
great significance to them, and might then have selected the site as a 
place of worship or sacrifice."e In view of recent research at various 
megalithic sites by members of the Dragon Project9 Mr Sington 's idea seems 
to be vindicated. 

In Folklore <1894>, Mr M . J .  Walhouse describe a visit to the marvellous 
megalithic stone-rows at Carnac in Britanny, where he asked a boy who was 
guiding him about any local popular beliefs attached to the stones : " It was 
not easy to understand him, and I could only gather that on certain nights 
a flame was seen burning on every stone , and on such nights no-one would 
go near - the stones are there believed to mark burial places.'"._., 'Walhouse 
adds that "in the extreme south of India the Shanars , a very numerous caste 
of devil-worshippers, believ that waste- places , and especially burial 
grounds, are haunted by demons that assume various shapes , one after 
another, as often as the ye of the observer turns away , and are often seen 
gliding over marshy land like flickering lights. They are called in Tamil 
pey-neruppu, i .e .  devil fires. Riding late after dark over a jungly tract 
near mountains I once saw what the natives averred was a pey-neruppu; it 
seemed a ball of pale flame, the size of an orange, moving in a fitful 
wavering way above the bushes and passing out of sight behind trees; its 
movements resembled the f light of an insect, but I know of none in India 
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that shows any such light; the fireflies there are no larger than fireflies 
in Italy."'' 

Another writer in the same publication tells an interesting story of 
similar lights observed in another part of India, upon which similar 
legends were attached . 

" I  was staying on a tea-garden [plantation] near Darjiling last year 
< 1 893) , and one evening as we were walking around the flower garden our 
eyes were caught by a light like that of a lantern being carried down the 
path which leads to the vegetable garden some 200 feet below . My host sent 
for the }{tJhli who came down from his house , and asked him what business 
anyone had to be going to the vegetable garden at that time? 'Oh ' ,  said the 
man , 'that is one of the chotlJ.-tJdmis (i.e. little men ) ;  and on being asked 
to explain, he said that these little men lived underground , and only came 
out at night. He did not appear to be very clear as to what their 
occupation was , but they always walk or fly with lanterns. They are about 
three feet hig h ,  and they will never allow anyone to get near them; but if 
by any chance one was to come upon them unexpectedly, they would quickly 
disappear, and the person who saw them would become ill and probably die. 
They are constantly about on dark nights, sometimes as many as twenty or 
thirty together, but be and all the natives always gave them a wide berth . 

"Whilst he was speaking we watched the light, which apparently left the 
path , and in two or three minutes flew across to another portion of the 
hill , between which and the vegetable garden was a steep dip which would 
take an ordinary individual at least half an hour to descend and ascend the 
other side; then it disappeared , and we saw no more that night , but two or 
three times afterwards we saw similar lights , sometimes carried along the 
paths and at others flying across dips in the hills . 'We made enquiries from 
the natives , who all told the same tale; but when we asked other planters 
they cou ld tell us nothing about them . The light was too large and not 
erratic enough for any firefly that we have seen in that neighbourhood , 
more like a lantern than anything else we could think of ."' :z 

There can be little doubt that there is a rea l ,  objective natural 
phenomenon lurking behind many of these accounts , which appear to be 
describing luminous shape-shifting blobs which have a mysterious 
relationship with certain areas and types of terrain . They appear to 
interact in mysterious ways with human beings , particularly those 
undergoing intense emotional excitement - as shown by the phenomena 
accompanying the 'Welsh Revival of 1905, or are attracted t o  the electric 
fields surrounding human beings out in the open . Although they may appear 
to possess some kind of rudimentary or mischievous intelligence, this is 
more likely to be an illusion produced by the observer through some process 
of perception. It is more likely that the energy from which they are formed 
is affected by external changes in the surrounding environment - geology, 
variations in the earth's magnetic field, changes in air density, etc . These 
may all contribute to giving the impression of intelligent motion. 

In 1967 ufologist John Keel had realised that it was the spooklight 
sightings , what he described as 'soft objects ' ,  which "represented the real 
phenomenon." He described these sight.ings as of "transparent or trans lucent 
objects seemingly capable of a ltering their size and shape dramatically."'3 
During his investigations in 'West Virginia keel actually had the 
opportunity of watching them from his skywatch position at Gallipolis 
Ferry. 
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In The Xath11an Prophecies' 4 he says : "Each n ight from three to eight 
unidentified 'stars' appeared. They were always in the same pos ition at the 
beg inning of the evening and a casual observer would automatically conclude 
they were really just stars . However, on overcast n ights these unidentifieds 
would be the only 'stars ' in the sky,  meaning they were below the clouds . 
Yhile the rest of the night sky slowly rotated , these phony stars would 
remain in their f ixed pos it ions , sometimes for hours , before they would 
beg in to move . Then they would travel in any d irect ion , up, dow n ,  clockwise, 
etc . they had a number of curious traits . 'ihen a plane would fly over they 
would suddenly dim or go out altogether. As soon as the plane was gone they 
would flare up aga i n ." 

These strange lights are still w ith us,  appearing at various spots 
throughout the world , and there is little doubt their com ings and goings 
w ill add to the considerable amount of folklore already in ex istence. The 
lights which have been haunting the remote Norweg ian valley of Hessdalen 
since 1 9 8 1  display remarkable ghost-like characterist ics - playing tag with 
observers , at times appearing to be gaseous and at others solid; sometimes 
showing up on radar and at others not . A s i m ilar k ind of phenomenon - this 
time a brilliant orange ball of light - has been plaguing the Penn ine hills 
of Yorkshire and Lancashire s ince the 197 0's , particulalry the Rossendale 
Valley and the area around Sk ipton und Grassendale. The fact that both 
these areas are criss-crossed by numerous geological faults can surely be 
no coincidence,  and adds to the considerable ev idence now ava ilable which 
appears to indicate that one of the variables which may explain the 
creation and origin of the lights - fault l ines - has now been isolated . 

As regards the recent sightings in the Craven d istrict of Yorkshire, 
local UFO i nvestigator Tony Dodd , a police off icer and alleged witness to 
over 200 sightings , said in 1983 : 

"There are strange things flying around at n ight , but where they come 
from is another thing . They seem to be m ore prevelant on w i nter nights . A 
lot of the ones I have seen have been way below cloud level. This area has 
a very high percentage of national s ighti ngs . I have seen 60 to 80 of these 
machines in the last ten years . . .  I feel because this is one of the hotspots 
as far as sightings go, there are bases located in certa i n  places where 
they go underground ."'5 

Although Xr Dcxld may not realise it, he may have g iven us one of the 
most important clues to solve this mystery. 
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PERSINGER" S 

TECTONIC STRAIN THEORY 

CLAUDE KAUGE 

Sightings of lights in the sky are often neglected by many ufologists who 
consider them too 'simple' , and unworthy of their avant-garde researches . 
Yet this simplicity is an important factor. Abnormal luminous phenomena can 
be compared w ith rather well- known manifestations, such as St Elmo'G Fire,  
auroral phenomena or optical refraction phenomena, many examples of which 
can be found in Corliss's books . Others , such as ball lightning , are 
progressively integrated into the scientific corpus , or are phenomena 
claimed by ufolog ists , but stud ied by scientists (e . g .  green f ireballs) . 

Several authors today th ink that UFOs , or at least a large part of them , 
are geophysical phenomena essentially linked w ith seism icity . The best 
known ones are M ichael Persinger i n  Canada , and Paul Devereux in Great 
Britain. I would l i ke to take a particular look at Persinger 's Tecton ic 
Stra in Theory <TST > ,  which is indisputably one of the most important and 
interesting attempts at a study of the UFO phenomenon . 

Tectonic Strain Theory 
There is no question of expounding this theory in full here . It is complex , 
still evolving , and is the subject of numerous papers. Its outlines are 
presented , for i nstance ,  by Persinger..,·'0, Yanderer2' or Mauges. Its 
essential bases are very well summarised by Persinger himself' o i n  the 
following passage :  

"This theory requires the analysis of the UFO problem at three separate 
levels : 1 ,  the large scale space-time pattern; 2, the particular UFO event, 
and 3,  the neuropsychological contributions of the observer [ . .  .) Each 
component is characterized by a major hypothesis.  F irst , most UFO phenomena 
are generated by processes associated w ith crustal deformation <or 
'earthstress ' )  over geophysical time.  Second , the s ingle UFO event is a 
highly localised <a few metres ) 1 transient <a few m i nutes ) 1 extraordinarily 
energetic electromagnetic-like mani festation of this earthstress . Third , the 
rich variety but persistent common themes of close UFO encounters are a 
predictable consequence of the d irect effects of the UFO event upon the 
electrochemical act ivit ies of the observer's brain."  
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However ,  TST presents a certain number of ambiguities and weak poin ts , 
some of which are seriously damaging to the model. Rutkowski' 9 .2o has 
already presented some objections , insisting on the question of the 
selection of ufological data , statistical problems , and the weakness of the 
geophysical basis of the model. 

RelitJbility of ufological datlJ 
The first point is fundamental , and Rukowski is unfortunately tota l ly right. 
None of the data sources used to build TST <Fort , UFOCAT , FtJte> seems to be 
reliable enough to be the basis for a valid study. Persinger'7 reproaches 
Rutowski for having criticised his sources using value judgement and not 
empirical criteria. However , it was Hendry's empirical experience which had 
led him to reject UFOCAT as a reliable statistical too l .3 

As for m e ,  I showed4 albeit with a very limited and particular sample,  
that the 29 trace cases o f  the French 1954 wave and the 1 6  Belgian trace 
cases which appear in a computer printout from UFOCAT6 give the fol lowing 
results <the first number corresponds to the French cases , the second to 
the Belgian ones ) : 

sound cases <unexplained after serious counter enquiry>, 1 / 1 ; 
inconclusive cases < lack of sufficient data , unre liability of primary 

sources, etc. ) , 8 /6; 
dubious cases <with particular reasons for caution> , 7 / 1 ;  
explained cases , 1 3 /8 . 

Yet these 'physical evidence ' cases are often regarded as the most reliable 
records by researchers. 

Persinger recognises that there are misinterpretations which have 
nothing to do with TST , but he is apparently not wel l  informed of the 
primary ufological literature, for which one cannot b lame him. So he is 
wrong when he thinks that in UFOCAT the UFO types with medium to high 
strangeness <types 3 to 9) "did not inc lude non- UFO reports'""', and even 
that the ' luminosities' reports <types 3 to 6) form "a very select sub­
cluster". Now it is proved in several high-strangeness cases, and probable 
<or at least possible> in the large majority of them , that they correspond 
to misinterpretations rather more sophisticated than in the cases of 
reports of stationary of regu lar-trajectory luminosi ties <UFOCAT types 1 
and 2> . Rutkowski20 uses the same argument,  and notes that:  

"Persinger dismisses this argument by saying that using a consistent 
data-base wil l  al low the relationship to come through anyway , subtracted 
out as 'noise ' in the final analysis. However a 907. l evel o f  noise is not 
that easy to filter out , especia l ly if one cannot distinguish it from the 
rest of the data." < I  think that the 1 07. 'unknowns ' residue generously 
conceded by Rutowski is greatly overestimated . )  

The Correlntian problem 
But if the data are inadequate , why do the various calcu lations converge on 
rather coherent and quite impressive results? Several arguments a l low us to 
think it might be statistical artifacts , which Persinger recognised as 
possible for the first resu lts concerning the Washington-Oregon area.18 

Persinger in fact tests severa l functions in varying the co-ef ficients 
of the geophysical variables , and he keeps the ones <s> which give the best 
correlations. This procedure is mathematica l ly accurate , but the seismic­
geomagnetic variables are not always independent , which can bias 
statistical calcu lations , and the little reliable UFO data are heterogeneous , 
which can introduce other biases . The fact that optimal alalysis increments , 
selected functions , reached correlations are dif ferent according to the 
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region studied is indeed partly justifiable by different geology; but it can 
also reveal artifacts , as long as we do not have causal or at least partly 
quantified reasons for the variations <conversely,  such causal and 
quantified reasons wou ld be very strong arguments in favour of TST). 

It is c lear the seismic is used as an observable indicator o f  the 
tectonic strain : earthquakes do not directly produce UFOs, the cause of both 
phenomena is the unobservable strain. However, like Rutkowski' ", I thought 
that too great a distance between luminous events and corresponding seisms 
is "intuitively unsatisfying". Persinger17 partly replies to this objection : 
"The requirement of such large space-time frames within which to see a 
phenomenon is not unique to [his] hypotheis" and that the argument "would 
repudiate the most recent developments for the forecasting o f  earthquakes" 
which use parameters changing months before 'quakes. This is however an 
argument by analogy , and the matter is to know if it is valid for our 
problem , because the variables mentioned are not those uses in TST. 

Some of the correlations obtained by Persinger are not so well founded 
as the author claims . For instance, his results for five European countries, 
France and Italy included 1' , absolutely do not predict (tJ posteriori) the 
major French- Italian wave in autumn 1954 . It is however possible that the 
used function predicts this peak with a short delay , since the results show 
a very high score for 1955 , but Persinger does not note this discrepancy, 
In any case , the predicted continuous peak from 1955 to 1959 is erroneous: 
the year 1957 only showed an 'actual '  peak , much lower than the 1 954 one. 
The predicted peaks in 1946, 1963 and 1964 seem likewise to have been non­
existent in these countries. The 1954 wave is also not predicted in an 
improved version'6, which is also unable to predict the 1973- 1 974 wave. In 
both versions the function used was built with Fort 's data during the 1 870-
1905 <or 1 9 1 0 >  interval .  

But were the numbers of European events reported by Fort significant of 
the actual numbers , or of the numbers of events reported by witnesses? This 
problem is always a potential bias in all ufological statistics. 

It may be logical that the 1 954 wave, which was of a sociological 
nature to a very large extent , is not predicted by geophysical variables. 
But if so , why are these variables able to predict the major 1 897 U .S . 
wave , which was also essentia lly journalistic?22 Here is another weakness 
of TST , which tota l ly neglects sociological factors , yet these are 
fundamental in ufology. Persinger admitted their rol e ,9 but the only aspect 
he considers is the variation of imagery according to culture. In his reply 
to Rutkowski he even mentioned the hypothesis that "much non-seismic UFORs 
[UFO reports] were randomly distributed within each [space-time] increment". 
We know already how important is the role of the media in the production 
or the extension of several UFO waves. Such sociological factors also 
explain the correlations between numbers of UFO reports in UFOCAT and Fllte, 
and these correlations therefore tell us nothing . about the reliability of 
data , contrary to what Persinger claims.17 

Finally,  some methodological details seem to me to be unclear; I sha l l  
cite only one. Persinger notes (e.g. 1 8 )  that he seeks t o  "attenuate the 
effects from outliers". This is mathematically accurate: in a ' normal ' data 
set , outliers are often aberrant points. But in ufology it is possible that 
such a procedure eliminates the right data - that is , strange and reliable 
cases differing from the u fological 'norm ' ,  whereas the 'norm ' would 
correspond to badly investigated and potentia l ly explainable cases. 
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Persingers statistical results therefore pose some serious problems of 
interpretation . It would be desirable to examine the statistics much more 
exhaustively than I have been able to , for instance in comparing carefully 
the predicted peaks with the actual 'waves ' It would be helpful if an expert 
in statistica l theory could say if it is possible that so many apparent 
converging results can render only statistical artifacts . Such questions are 
not unwarranted , because Persinger writes that "the critical test o f  the 
hypothesis is the systematic spatial and temporal coupling between UFORs 
and earthquake measures within a region" ' 7 that is , the obtained 
correlations. 

The IndividlllJl UFO event 
We have for the time being no viable physical model to explain the 
formation of the 'electromagnetic co lum n '  <EM colum n ) . But this situation is 
not damning , particularly for ufologists who speculate far beyond the most 
'advanced ' physics . Persinger '7 disputes Rutkowski's argument ' 9  according to 
which •the geophysical basis for the theory [ . . .  ) is extremely dependent 
upon recent reports of luminous effects produced by strain on rock dur ing 
fracture tests" .  In fact , several authors , such as Brady and Rowell' or 
Devereux et ,p report having obtained a light emission in such 
circumstances . Others , such as Ogawa et ,y notice the emiss ion of <low 
frequency> EM waves . The important question is the problem of the 
extrapolation from laboratory 'micro' results to the natural scale,  
especia l ly since,  as far as I know, a l l  Persinger 's interpretations are 
purely qualitative. 

Effects on Jfitness 's cen tral nervous systeDs 
The model assumes that in close encounters the electromagnetic field of the 
EM column can induce several types of physiological effects : it can produce 
induced currents in various structures of the central nervous system , 
particu larly those of the temporal lobe . A consequence could be very 
complex and vivid hal lucinations . But such hal lucinations are obtained with 
direct stimulus by intracranial electrodes, in surg ical circumstances, 
amongst essentia lly epileptic patients . I have not read a l l  of Persinger 's 
references , but those I have do not mention these phenomena for subjects 
placed in EX fie lds . Hallucinations are the crude <eg . phosphenes>, and the 
associated physiological phenomena are o f  the headache, fatigue or pain 
type . We are again faced with the problem o f  extrapolation: is it legitimate 
or is it not7 

But it is perhaps Persinger himse l f  who brings out one of the most 
interesting arguments against the TST , or rather against the large number 
of UFO sightings it is supposed to exp lain . First , he rightly notes the 
basic identity between UFO 'sightings' and religious entity 'sightings '  . ' 0 

Second, he considers that "many close-encounter-type experiences 
(concerning gods , demons or aliens> could be produced by temporal lobe 

dysfunctions not initiated by c lose proximity to UFO-related 
luminosities' " 0 • 1 2 but by various stimuli such as fatigue, social isolation , 
perturbations of circadian rhythms , hypoxia , personal crisis, certain drugs, 
and so on . Third , he is developing the tempartJl l obe transients hypo thesis, 
endogeneous or exogeneous with 'mundane ' stimul i ,  to explain religio­
mystical and paranormal experiences . '  3 •1 4 •1 5 One can then wonder whether an 
original geophysical process of ltJrge extent is needed to trigger off the 
mechanism o f  the 'UFO ' sighting . 
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In his repl y to Ru t kowski , Persi nger says a " substant i a l  por tion" o f  
UFOs gene rated by tectoni c  st rai n " wou l d  n o t  be e voked by the trau matic 
stimu l ation" that i s  t he di rect action on t he brai n .  If  t hi s  " su bstanti a l  
portion" contai ns a substanti a l  number o f  c l ose e ncounters, t hi s  state ment 
is new and i t  di ms t he i mpact of t h e  above cri ticism, but I f ea r  the 
" substanti a l  portion" concerns only distant sighti ngs , therefore t he 
obj ect i ons sti l l  have t he i r  va l u e .  

Concl usion 
In fact , TST seems to be unnece ssary for the l a rge maj ori t y  o f  si ght i ngs 
whi c h ,  besi des i ne vi t a b l e  hoaxes and psychopatho l ogical case s ,  wou l d  be the 
concern o f  t he ' soci o-psycho l ogi cal hypothesi s ' . These cases wou l d  be 
' on l y '  more o r  l ess mundane misi nt erpre tations , some times comp l ex , ei t he r  
wi t h  an obj ective descri pti o n ,  or on which t he witness grafts a set o f  
themes a n d  i mages accordi ng to what he kno ws ,  more or l ess consci ous l y ,  
about t h e  UFO phe no me no n .  

A s  f o r  the remai nder ,  possi b l e  t e mporal l obe transi e nt s  or si mi l ar 
processes and origi nal geophysi ca l phenomena , some of whi c h  wou l d  be the 
concern o f  a TST l i mi t e d  to particu l a r  areas and / or t ypes o f  si ghti ngs, 
seem far the time being we l l  suf f i ci e nt . 

Bu t i f  Persinger cou l d  succ eed f i rst l y  i n  rei nforci ng t he v a l u e  of his 
correl ati ons < particu l ar l y  by taki n g  soci o l ogi c a l  factors i nto account > i 

second l y  i n  c l a ri fyi ng the processes which create the ' EM Co l u mn '  and 
t hi r d l y  in c l ari f yi ng t he processes o f  the action o f  this ' co l u mn '  on the 
ce ntra l nervous system,  then TST wi l l  r ea l l y  deserve the l abe l o f  the best 
sc i enti f i c  t heory o f  UFOs . 
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The a r t i c l e  i n  t he l ast i ss u e  of Hagon i a ,  " F l y i ng Sa u c e r  f r om 
Hoore ' s" provoked a c o ns i de r a b l e amou nt o f  c o mme nt f r om o u r  
reade r s . I t  i s  p r o bab l y  t h e  f i rst a r t i c l e  i n  Hllgoni a  e v e r  t o  
have be e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  bot h t h e  Ne w Sci en t i s t  a nd t he 
goss i p- c o l u mn of t h e  Star. He r e  J e nny Rand l e s  pre s e n t s  s o me 
bac kgrou nd to t h e  s t or y ,  a n d  t he me d i a  r e ac t i on to i t . 

O L D  MO O R E " S  A R MO U R  K N ACK 

J e nny Rand l e s 

Congratulations to Chris Allan for at last getting the evidence , and hav ing the 
courage to publish his expose of Patrick Moore 's spoof book Flying SallCer from 
Xars: it is important that the UFO field has the capacity for self-pol icing . 
When Chris first told me of his research in 1983 I made some enqu iries myse l f .  
I spoke t o  an astrophysicists who also happens to write books about strange 
phenomena - whilst he did ask not to be named , ther are not too many of those 
about ! .  He was well aware that Moore had hoaxed the book , and he had mentioed 
it in pass ing <without naming the culprit) in one of his own books . Another 
enqu iry , via an ex-employee at Muller 's, the publishers revealed the same story, 
although I was led to believe that Moore had been a sort of 'astronomical 
consultant ' .  Although involved with the project all the way through, he bad not , 
I was informed , actually written the book; however my source was not the 
first-hand one which Allan and Campbell cite . 

I had been in correspondence with Moore over a UFO case which he had 
ludicrously ' identified ' as a meteor <see UFO Reality, p p .  98-1 0 0) , and had also 
received a "UFOs are absolute rot !" reply from the great man, I decided to 
inform Patrick of what Cbris Allan was up to, and suggest he might l ike to 
'come clean ' .  I pointed out ,  as Chris wanted , that there was no desire on his 
part to publish and be damned, but that the evidence was persuasive, and 
Patrick would end up w ith much less egg on his face if he told the truth 
himself . 

Moore 's reply was intriguing . He claimed that be could not be Allingham 
because he had met him, and that if I ever published the claim that be was 
then he would immed iately issue a law-suit. Frankly , his letter was so 
conceited and arrogant that I felt utterly d isinclined to care whether or not 
be ended up looking like the eccentric be evidently is . 

That a ll happened a couple of years bac k ,  and Chris Allan kept me 
informed about progress on the computer tests and the d iscovery of the Muller 
l in k .  I remained fear f u l  that someone m ight blow the story before Cbris got 
his chance, as he bad put so much time and effort i nto his investigations . A 
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couple of t i mes I found through quiet enquiry that the 'Patrick Moore hoax UFO 
book ' was an open secret in the astronomical world . Everyone seemed to be 
aware of it , and were surprised that Moore was still denying it 

For this reason Peter 'iarrington and I deliberately p lanted a mention in 
Science and the UFO in 1 985.  'ie discussed contactee books , named a couple 
( includ ing FSFX and said that: "'ie have been shown irrefutable evidence , 

col lated by a remarkably persistent u fologist, that one of the contactees 
mentioned in this chapter did not even exist . His book about space voyages was 
written by a person who later became famous and highly respectable . The hoax 
has not yet been admitted to." 'ie dared not be more specific, not simply for 
fear of a lawsuit, but d id not wish to put Chris on the spot before he was 
ready 

Between May and July of 1986 I was working on a BBC local radio series. 
I wanted to have Moore on one of the programmes criticising UFOs , w e  had 
d iscussed this over the phone a few t imes .  He was willing and co-operative , 
and my fears that be might recall my name from our earlier correspondence was 
groundless . The interview was delayed, as Patrick was in hospital during June , 
but I was cord ially invited to call back in July . Meantime, Peter Hough had 
written ·an art icle about UFO hoaxes for Exploring the Supernatural magazine, 
and bad decided to mention A llingham . He knew about it from having read Robert 
Cbapman , and because he had been with me in May 1 986 when I was interviewing 
an astronomer for the radio programme. The astronomer made it quite clear he 
knew Moore was responsible for the book . I expla ined the f u l l  story to Peter , 
and asked him not to reveal the name in his article - that was to be Chris 
Allan 's perogative . 

However , the astronomer's frank revelations bad intrigued me.  The next 
week I was to interview a famous TV persona l ity who I knew was a close friend 
of Patrick Moore . After the interview I steered the conversation round to 
Patrick and the Allingham book . This man , who had actual l y  been talking to 
Moore the night before, laughed , and admitted the story . His attitude was that 
as far as he was concerned the story was common currenc y .  He told me that 
Moore had wr itten several other things under assumed names, some of which had 
still not been discovered . 

Very shortly after this meeting, Peter Hough received a letter from Chris 
Al lan, having read an earl ier piece Peter bad written in a magazine called The 
Unknown. Cbris explained that be was fina lly publishing in Xagonia. I could 
not resist mentioning the matter in my 'Soapbox ' column in Exploring the 
Supernatural, where I was discussing the pros and cons of famous people 
getting m ixed up in the paranorma l .  I mentioned the Allingham book , saying 
that the only person who seemed to take it seriously was Patrick Moore . By 
coincidence my comments appeared in the same issue as Peter Hough 's piece. The 
cumu lative effect of the two pieces gave away rather more than we had 
intended , but as Xagvnia was out the same week it hardly mattered. 

I had called John R immer when I heard of his intent ion to publish , and 
thought it best to warn him of the Patrick Moore's threat to sue . My concern 
was raised somewhat by a conversation with Moore a few days earlier . I had 
been careful not to mention anything about Allingham to him ,  as this wou ld 
undoubtedly have meant the end of his co-operation w ith m y  local rad io series 

However, in a general discussion on UFOs <where as usual he was repeating 
his tirade against the mental calibre of everyone involved > he brought up the 
subject of Allingham . He began talking about Peter Hough 's article, and "some 
nut from Stoke-on-Trent who is going around accusing me of being All ingham ." 
By now I was jotting everything down verbatim . 
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• I must be a split persona lity,  because I met this bloke once" . He paused 
for effect before explaining how he attended a lecture g iven by A l l ingham . I 
decided to chal lenge h i m  d i rectly :"You and I both know you were involved in 
that book . I have seen the facts . I have no intention of d iscussing A l l ingham 
on the radio,  but if you want to deny the rumours over the air , be m y  guest . "  

Instantly h is mood changed : " I  am going to pull  out . It  w i l l  o n l y  bring 
all the nuts onto m e  i f  I tal k  about f lying saucers. The whole subject is 
absolutely ridicu lous . There is nothing in it. It just attracts loons, freaks , 
cranks , wierdos . I don ' t  want them round my neck" . There was m ore of the same .  
I tried to repeat that I w a s  n o t  interested in t h e  A l l ingham story , b u t  wanted 
to tal k  to him about "::-�al UFOs - not fairy stories invented t hirty years ago" . 
His mood changed abruptly again : "Ha ! I know who did write that book , but I 
didn 't" I asked h i m  who,  but he refused to answer , and after a few seconds he 
s lammed down the phone . 

A couple of days after I had spoken to John R immer about the forthcom ing 
Xagonia feature , Peter Hough received a ca l l  routed from the off ices of 
Exploring the Superna tural. A freelance journalist had seen h is article and 
wanted to know who the author of FSFX was . Peter told h im he had no first 
hand evidence , so he shou ld contact Chris A l lan and Xagonia. 

Several days later Peter Tory of the Star cal led and asked about my 
mention of Prince Char les 's interest in the paranorma l .  I told him what I knew : 
that a few years ago the Prince had hosted a party for a group of para­
psychologists and others interested in the subject - a lthough I did not know 
who. Tory 's Star account of the party was laughably inaccurate: he said it was 
a 'UFO party ' ,  that Charles was a subscriber to FSR, which he is not , to my 
knowledge , and that Uri Gel ler and M ichael Bentine where there - which I have 
no knowledge of. Tory said "I suppose you know Uri Gel ler was at the Roya l 
Wedding?" . I said I did not , and asked h im how he knew . He mentioned David 
Frost as the source , and asked for my comments . I had none to usefu l ly of fer ! 

The KeJ-fS of the Yorld was the only paper to ca l l  for a fol low- u p ,  and 
they seemed only interested in the Prince Charles story ,  and d id not seem to 
know about the Moore/ A l l ingham affair . By the time of m y  conversation (30 th 
July> XalfCJilia was out and the Star had publ isheed both the Char les and 
A l lingham stories . 

In fact Tory , after we had talked about Prince Charles , casua l ly said "Oh , 
by the way , you wouldn 't happen to know about another story we are doing , 
wou ld you?" I knew what he mean t ,  but he refused to say any m ore about what he 
knew . I told h i m  I had no comment , and suggested he read XalfCJilitJ. 

"We know a l l  about this story in Mag-One-Ear" he said , pronouncing the 
name, quite unconsciously , in t h is daft fashion . He had read Peter Hough 's 
artic l e ,  and guessed that the cu lprit was Patrick Moore . I suggested that if h e  
knew that he should a s k  Moore outright . " W e  have ," he t o l d  m e ,  " h e  did n o t  deny 
it , but poured out abuse and then s lammed down the phone !" I told Tory that if 
he wanted any more i nformation he should contact Chris A llan , who had spent a 
great deal of time fol lowing the story u p .  

Looking back on t h e  affair I suppose t h e  freelance journal ist who p icked 
up Exploring the Supenlatural for 9 0 p .  was well  recompensed by the Star. Chr is 
A l lan comes out with nothing but h is pride at sa lvaging the reputation of 
ufologists , and we owe h i m  and Steuart Campbel l  a debt of gratitude . Might I 
suggest that they m ight now try their hand at uncovering the author of those 
rather worrying hoaxes , The Unin vited, 2 and 3? 
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Dear Sir,  

L ETTERS T O  T HE EDITOR 

I w i l l  not comment in general on Peter Rogerson 's rambling article Taken to 
the Limi ts, but I must cha llenge his understanding of bel iefs concerning the 
Loch Ness monster <and kelpies ) 

Lester and Grimshaw 's idea of the meaning of the LNM was not necessarily 
correct <indeed , it can be argued that it has no meaning) . the idea that it has 
a small head and a large body comes not from "an excess of instinct over 
reason, desire over restra intw ; it comes from a belief that it is a ples iosaur 
and a m isinterpretation of a photograph of an otter's ta i l .  Since the ta i l  is 
limp �t the tip it can hardly be 'pha l l ic ' !  

, Kelpies were neither 'beasts on the waters ' nor 'men upon the land . They 
were ev il spirits in the form of horses who l ived in water and enjo�ed luring 
the unwary to their deaths by drown ing . I know of no trad ition that kelp ies 
took human form or that they impregnated women . They were certainly not 
'mediators ' between humank ind and the natural world . At L[ochl  Ness the Monster 
is a mythical descendent of the lake 's Great Kelpie . Our 'complacent '  view of 
the world cannot be challenged by a creature that does not exist. 

Wi lly Smith 's rejection of Ian R id path 's rational explanation for the 
Serena UFO report lacks any force.  In the first place it is evident , as h is own 
pr int-out demonstrates , that Venus had not set before the incident . At the 
beg inning it was about 1 0 ·  above the unobstructed horizon and by the e:J.d it 
was about 5 ·  above. 

But Venus was setting in the wes t ,  above the Serrania de Cuenca 
mounta ins , which must have l i fted the horizon nearer the p lanet.  This m ight 
have given the impression that Venus was a craft hovering close to the Earth . 
In fact,  if the weather was calm and it had been sunny , temperature invers ions 
could have created a .mirage of Venus , which m ust have frightened the Serena 
fam ily <only a m irage could account for the description of an objects ' l ike an 
extremely large tray ' >  

Smith criticizes Ridpath because h e  has neither interviewed the w itnesses 
nor visited the area of the i nc ident . There should be no need for R idpath , or 
any other critic , to go to Spain if the principle investigators make an 
adequate and thorough report ; all the necessary data to make an evaluation 
should be available in published form . Unfortunatel y ,  this is not the case;  
some essential data are m issing < e .g . weather data > .  I can only make an 
evaluation on the basis of w hat is avai lable : Ridpath has done just that . 
Critics cannot tour the world mak ing on-site investigations . 

One criticism of R idpath ; he c laims that the Serenas were travel l ing 
south-westwards. But the route from V i l lar del Arzobispo to L ir ia l ies south­
east,  and from Liria to Cheste almost due south . Thus Venus m ust f irst have 
been observed beh ind the car (at about 5 o 'clock ) .  After passing through Liria 
it must have appeared at 3 o 'c lock , appearing to fol low the car on a paralle l  
course. This seems to be  consistent w ith the  publ ished account, but due  to lack 
of precise bearings one cannot be sure. 

Smith 's impl ication that R idpath is not a scientist is offensive (and 
ignores the photo caption in Xagania 22 to the contrary. A scient i st is 
someone who uses the scient i fic method ; by that criterion Ridpath is a 
scientist and Smith is not . 

Steuart Calnpbell, Edinburgh. 
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Dear J ohn , 
I read wi th i nterest the a rt i c l e  Flyi ng Sa ucers from Xoore ' s. It is good 
that Kessrs A l lan a nd Campbe l l  have had the c ou rage t o  ope n l y  show that 
Pa t r i ck Moore was re sponsi b l e  for t he Adamski f a i ry-ta l e .  Eve ryone se emed 
to know thi s ,  bu t no one bad t h e  guts t o  ope n l y  reveal this i nforma t i on -
rumours abou nded of the t h reat of a l a w-su i t  i f  a l l  was revea l e d .  Thank you 
Al l a n  and Steuart for se t t i ng t he r ecord stra i ght . 

One must smi l e  at t he comments made by Quest/YUFOS r egard i ng hgonia 
and crew. The i r  rather zea l ou s  approach t o  o u r  subj ect i s  a l most as amu s i ng 
as t he i r  comme nt " what have ghosts a nd f a i r i es to do wi tb u f ol ogy?" . More 
than spacesh i ps and " vi l e  gove rnment pl ots agai nst the peopl e " , I suspec t ! 
I a l so note t he i r  comment " i t i s  sma l l  wonder that s c i e nce stays we l l  c l ea r  
of u f ol ogy" . I suspe c t  t hat t h i s  i s  more due t o  the credu l i t y  o f  t h e  
ETH / mag i c  spyp l ane / cove r- u p  l obby than t o  the i nvo l ve me nt of ' ghost­
hunters ' < t here seems t o  be a l ot of ' t h i nk t h i s  or e l se '  a t t t i  tude i n  
u f o l ogy a t  the moment ) . 

Ufol ogy seemed to have entered a gol den age of obj ect i vi t y  at the 
beg i n n i ng of the ' 8 0 ' s - wh i c h  d i dn ' t l ast l ong!  Now i t  j u st seems t o  be a 
case of spacesh i ps ,  space shi ps e ve rywhere . I for one rej ect such i r rat i onal 
theor i e s ,  and anyone wi th any common sense shou l d  t h i nk of doi ng t he same ,  
and not be a f r a i d  o f  say i ng so . The preve l ant a t t i t u de makes me want t o  cry 
some t i mes ,  bu t I do my best not t o  l e t  the i d i ots get me down ! 

Robert Xoore <No re l a t i on > , East Huntspi l l ,  Somerse t .  

Dear J ohn R i mme r  
Tha nk y o u  f or sendi ng me t he J u l y  1 9 8 6  i ssue o f  kgonia. Ha v i ng f i n i shed 
readi ng i t , I can honest l y  say it i s  the best t2 . 5 0 I have spe nt in a l ong 
t i me . I was part i cu l a r l y  i nterested t o  read Flyi ng s� ucer from Xoore ' s. 
Chri stopher A l lan and St euart Campbe l l  < and kgonia) shou l d  be 
congratu l at e d  f or pr i nt i ng t h i s  most i mportant art i c l e , and revea l i ng the 
diabol ical t r i cks of Pat r i ck Koore ! 

I f ou nd the c r i t i c i s m  l e ve l l ed at Aagonia by YUFOS qu i te amus i ng ,  and 
a very good e xa mp l e  o f  the host i l e  reac t i o ns ' new u f o l ogy ' st i l l  rece i ves .  
I wonder who are t he ' se r i ous peopl e '  YUFOS me nt i ons? N o  dou bt they are a l l  
Yorksh i r e me n !  

A s  f or t he ' eart h l i ghts '  t h e o r y ,  and readers v i e ws u po n  t he subj ect . I 
certa i n l y  t h i n k  that i t  is a wor th-wh i l e  i dea , desperat e l y  i n  need of more 
sc i e nt i f i c  s t u dy .  Howeve r ,  I doubt that it can exp l a i n  a l l  aspects of UFO 
phenomena . Du r i ng the T h i r d  I nt e rnat i onal OFO Confe renc e , Pau l  Deve reu x 
came u nder a l ot of a t tack for h i s  theor y ,  especi a l l y  when i t  came to the 
t r i cky subj ect of CE I I I / I V ' s .  I don ' t t h i nk t ha t  at the moment any ser i ou s  
argu me nt s  c a n  be p u t  f orward f or o r  agai nst i t . Howeve r ,  t he ' na t u ra l UFO ' 
t heory - earth l i g ht s ,  UAPs , e t c  - seems to have become a very popu l a r  
su bj ect a mo n g  s o me  o f  t he more we l l - known U F O  au t hors . A t r e n d  wh i c h  I 
suppose was started by Steuart Campbe l l ;  who , a f t e r  ani nvest i ga t i on a l ways 
seemed t o  conc l ude that t he UFO was a hoax or ba l l - l i ghtn i ng <even b l ac k  
ba l l  l i gh t n i ng ! ) .  · Maybe as i n  the 196 0 ' s ,  whe n  a f ew u f o l og i sts r e v e l  t e d  
agai nst the ETH , a new gro u p  are g o i ng i t  a l one wi t h  t he i r  nat u r a l  
e xp l a nat i on f or UFOs . 

David Tayl o r ,  Stourbridge, Vest Xid l ands . 
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BRAUDE , Stephen E .  The Lilaits of Influence : Psychokinesis and the 
Philosophy of Science. New York and London , Routledge & Kegan Paul ,  1986 . 
t 1 9 .95 

Should the evidence for psychokinesis be accepted? Do psi phenomena 
conflict with the theories of modern physics? Is it possible to devise a 
coherent theory of PK? Stephen Braude's answers to these questions wou ld be 
yes , no and yes . He beg ins by arguing that the nature of PK makes it 
impossible to reveal any important facts about it by conducting laboratory 
experi ments . As we do not know what PK is and have no coherent theory as 
to how it operates , we cannot devise experiments which wou ld clearly 
indicate whether or not such phenomena are real or illusory . Braude thus 
favours a re-exam ination of the non-experimental evidence , wh ich these days 
receives l ittle serious consideration from the parapsycholog ists . 

He devotes a great deal of space to accounts of phenomena produced by 
physical mediums , concentrating on D .  D .  Home < 1 833-86 ) and Eusapia 
Pa lladino < 1 85 4- 1 9 1 8 ) .  An account is a lso given of the famous lev itating 
priest , St Joseph of Copertino < 1 6 03-63 ) .  In the case of St Joseph, it is 
disappointing that he cites only secondary sources for the descriptions of 
the a l leged levitations . 

As Braude is a philosopher his main concern is to try to devise a 
theory to describe PK . He is well aware of the di fficulties involved , as he 
admits that ' . . .  there remain serious doubts as to what broad ranges of 
phenomena PK theory must cover . '  and ' . . .  it is far from c lear how 
"psychokinesis" shou ld be defined , even provisionally ' .  However , he proposes 
to def i ne PK as 'the causal inf luence of an organism on a reg ion r of the 
phys ical wor ld ,  w ithout any known sort of phys ical interaction between the 
organism 's body and r'. Now this raises the obvious problem that if we know 
of no physical connection between the organism and r then we have no 
reason to make any connection between what the organism does and what 
happens in the reg ion r. 

This objection can be dealt w ith by referring to the evidence for 
physical med iumship , for example the phenomena associated w ith D. D. Home . 
Braude apparently assumes that Home caused the phenomena , but w ithout using 
any known physical methods <such as those that would be used by 
conjurors > . 

Braude 's interest in physical med iumsh ip arises from h is objection to 
the idea of PK as a m icroscopic phenomenon operating at the quantum level , 
and thus producing the kind of results revealed only by statistical 
analysis , such as highly improbable departures from randomness in long 
series of card-guessing experiments . He favours the idea that PK may 
operate on a large scale and considers that it may account for various 
anomalous events or circumstances . 'For example , it could explain why some 
soldiers escape serious injury , despite taking repeated heroic r isks on the 
battlefield . '  However , it does not need PS I to explain this ; the laws of 
statistics can eas ily account for such observations . 

Although Braude provides some material for metaphysical specu lation , 
including a chapter on the concept of retrocausation <which would require 
much more space than I have available to do it justice ) ,  he does not 
succeed in formu lating a scientific theory which could be used to test 
apparent PK phenomena . However , this book is an interesting addition to the 
literature on the subjec t ,  but is perhaps of more interest to phi losophers 
than to parapsycholog ists . JH 
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ROBERTS , And y .  Ca t  Flaps; Northern Xystery 
Cats, Brigantia Books , 84 E l land Road , 
Brighouse , Yorkshire , HD6 2QR. t2 .00 inc . 
post and pack ing . 1986 . 

This booklet prov ides an overv iew of 
anoma lous 'big cat '  act ivity i n  the north 
of Eng land from the ear l y  1 97 0 's to the 
current Durham flap,  based on archive 
research and personal inves tigation . The 
inc idents chronicled range from the single 
sighting of a l ion i n  a suburban road in 
Chester , to the sixty or seventy reports on 
the 'Nott inghamshire Lion ' ,  the north 's 
biggest 'cat flap.  

It is hard to read t h is caref u lly­
col lated summary w ithout com ing to the 
conc lusion that something physica l is 
sta lking the roads and f ields of rura l <and 
not-so- rural )  England . Roberts make a good 
case for a cross between feral cats and 
the native w i ldcat - the latter has a l ready 
been reported crossing the Anglo- Scottish 
border as re- a fforestation o f  some of the 
w i lder parts of the north of Eng land gets 
underway i n  schemes l ike the K ie lder 
Val ley . However the author is a lso very 
aware of the psychological and folkloric 
aspects of the 'big cat ' s i ght i ngs , and 
devotes a chapter to comparing the cat 
reports to other Northern animal lore. Here 
he convincingly refutes the c laims of some 
other writers who have made comparisons 
between the cat reports and t rad it ional 
'B lack Dog ' legends , with a l ist of 
contrasting characterist ics : these on ly 
serves to emphasise the decided l y  physical 
nature of the cat , as against the spectral 
appearance of the legendary dog . 

This n icely · produced booklet is 
essential read ing , most of a l l  to those who 
m ight be tempted to see all anomalous 
phenomena in purely psycho logical term s .  
(JR) 

KN IGHT , Gareth . The Treasure House of 
Images. Thorsons , 1986 . t5 .99 . 
SHARMAN-BURKE , Ju l iet , and GREENE,  Liz , The 
Xythic Ttrrat; a ne"' 12pproach to Tarot 
cards. R ider , 1986 . t l 4.95 < including 
spec ia l l y  designed pack of tarot cards and 
spread cloth . )  

There i s  something about the Tarot 
that makes i t  attractive to several 
paranormal ists who other wise adopt a 
h ig h l y  scept ical approach to such topics 
as d i vi nation and precog n ition . Perhaps 
this is because its r ich and strange 
imagery acts as a s t i m u l u s  to intuitive and 

latera l thought , producing a state o f  m i nd 
in w h ich poten t i a l l y  f r u i t f u l  hunches and 
guesswork surface into the consc iousness . 
Rather than having some intrinsic 
'paranorma l '  qual ity of their own , the Tarot 
images may s tr ike archetypal resonances in 
the sens itive ' reade r '  - t h is was certa i n ly 
Jung 's attitude to the Tarot . I f ,  as w r i ters 
such as Michael Dummett and Stuart Kaplan 
suggest ,  the orig i n  of the Tarot des igns 
may be traced back to the Renaissance 
memory a ids descr ibed by Franc is Yates , 
then they may be said to be des.igned to 
such an end . 

Th is poss i b i l ity is often obscured by 
w r i ters who propose an imposs ibly archa ic 
and arcane or i g i n  for these cards , bringing 
in ancient Egypt ian , gyps y , or even 
A t lantean predecessors . F ortunate l y , both 
of the books u nder cons iderat ion here 
avoid these extremes , a lthoug h Sharman­
Burke and Greene 's introduct ion hi nts at an 
origi n  earl ier than the f i f teenth century 
Ita l ia n  decks . The first part of Gareth 
Knight 's contr ibution presents a brief but 
accurate account of the h is tory of the 
tarot cards , both i n  their original role as 
the major e lement i n  a range o f  popu lar 
card-games , and their later evolution < from 
the eighteenth century ) as a means of 
d i vination and a repos itory of occ u l t  
bel ief . 

Of particu lar interest is h is outl ine 
of the growth of the occ u l t  Tarot i n  the 
late n i neteenth and earl y  twentieth 
centur y , and h is descr ipt ion of the 
development of the card des igns through 
the major regional a nd chrono log ica l  
variations . The second part of K n ig h t ' s  
book is the descr iption of a series of 
med i tat ion exercises us ing Tarot cards . 
These fol low the usual path of ascri b i ng a 
variety of mea n i ngs to individua l cards ,and 
ref lect the var ious caba l i s t ic 
interpretat ions that have been of fered . As 
with most exercises of this nature , the 
onl y  fair th ing to say about them is that 
they must be practiced to assess thei r  
effec tiveness . 

The Xythic Tarot relates the cards 
more spec i f ic a l l y  to the archetypica l 
images of C lassical m ytholog y , seeing 
significance in the Tarot 's emergence at 
the time of the re-awakening of C lass ica l 
cu lture in the Renaissance. Curious ly , the 
specia l ly designed cards suppl ied w ith the 
book , a lthough portra y i ng the gods and 
heroes o f  Greece , are pain ted i n  a rather 
w ishy-washy art nouveau style l ike too 
many other twent ieth century Tarot decks . 
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I t  wou ld have been interesting to see a 
ser ies of des igns more in keeping w ith the 
d i rectness and v igour of C lassical art , 
perhaps based on Greek vase pa intings or 
arch itectura l fr iezes . (JRJ 

MONRO E ,  Robert A .  Far Journeys. Souven i r  
Press , 1 986. t 1 2.95. 
GRE Y ,  Margot . Return frcm Dea th; an 
expl ora tion of the near-death 
experience. Arka na , 1985 . .t4 .95. 
ROGO , D Scott .  Life After Dea th; the case 
for survi val of bcxiily death. Aquarian 
Press 1 1986. .t4 . 99. 
'WALKER , Benja m i n .  Xaslrs of the Soul ; the 
facts behind reincarnation. Aquar ian Press , 
1982. t4.95. 

By far the oddest of this l i ttle col lection 
is Monroe 's Far Journeys. It is a sequel to 
h is Journeys out of the Body, which was 
publ ished some years ago , and has now been 
re- issued by Souveni r  Press <.t6 .95, 
paperbac k ) . 

Monroe tells us how his out- of-the­
body exper iences <OOBEs > have developed 
s i nce he wrote his prev ious book a nd 
describes how he set up a laboratory to 
study DOSEs . Despite this laboratory 1 w i th 
a l l  its im press i ve gadgetry , the author 
appears to have l ittle i nterest in the 
scien t i f ic approach . 'We are thus g iven 
prac t ica l l y  no ins ights on the 
neurophys iolog ical aspects of the OOBE , but 
plenty on Monroe 's fever ish imag i nat ion and 
psycholog ical qu irks . 

Much of the book consists of 
d ia logues w ith the var ious ent it ies , human 
and non- human , a l leged l y  encountered by 
Monroe in the course of h is OOBE 
excurs ions . These d ialogues are non-verba l 
so he g ives us a "del iberate l y  free 
trans lation " .  To "abet the method" he 
invents a strange jargon . Here is a sam ple : 

The form v ibrated . (!dent Routine 
Entry Dispatcher. RED . . . .  Just C"- 1 1  me 
Red . )  

CRed?> 
CNot to be confused with . . .  sorry, 

wron g  department. You must ha ve joined in 
when I was busy. Need to get a rote on you 
so I can try to place you properly. Roll 
it . )  

A A  opened and gave h i m  the best rote 
he knew . 

Red l ightened . CKT-95, hey? r;ell , 
that 's a new one for me. Ha ven 't had a KT-
95 since I 've been here . )  

< I  d o n t  bel ieve there ever has been , )  
A A  repl ied CNo records, only side ro te 
which didn 't mean "-nyth ing. > 

(A nd you came in on a TSI cruise, and 
you wan t  to ge t tbe feel of it, hub ?  ]t( B.:Jnd 
noise got to you, did it?> 

(r;ell ,  no . >  AA f lickered . (No t exactly, 
you see, I . . .  ) 

I think that 's quite enough of that.  
To use Monroe 's jargon , when I got an !dent 
on this book I turned , reached for it and 
l ighted somew ha t .  Caut iously I opened the 
rote . I f l ickered . W hat sort of rote is 
this? Nothing but M Band no ise . I d u l led 
and closed . 

Margot Grey was inspired to 
i nves t igate near-death experiences <NDEs > 
as a result of having such experiences 
herse l f  when she became gravely i l l  w h i le 
travel l ing in India . The book is d i v ided 
into two parts . The f irst is a rev iew and 
comparative study of the NDE reports , the 
second dea ls w i th the after-ef fects of 
N DEs and w i th exp lanat ions and 
interpretations of them . It is interesting 
to note that these after- ef fects are 
s i m i lar in many ways to those associated 
w ith persons involved in UFO 'abduct ion ' 
experiences . For examp le , some who have 
had NDEs bel ieve they have aqu ired the 
powers of hea l ing and prophecy . Some of 
these prophecies are rather a larm ing : there 
seems to be a w ide measure of agreement 
that someth ing ter r i b le is going to happen 
in 1988 ! 

Margot Grey ranges w idely over the 

d i fferent aspects of t h is d i f f icult subject 

and has produced a usef u l  add it ion to the 
l i terature on NDEs . Furthermore , she has 

managed to do this w i thout . recourse . to 

bizarre science- fict ional jargon ! 
A nyone who wants a fa i r ly 

stra ightforward account of the k inds of 

questions asked and i�vestigations 

undertaken by those who seek conv inc ing 

ev idence that we somehow survive bod i ly 

death shou ld consider buying p .  Scott 

Rogo 's Life after Dea th; The work of 

psych ical researchers is .d iscussed , 

together w ith OOBEs , NOEs , apparent · cases 

of reincarnati on and . other phenomena . In 

expressing h i s  owu . v iewf: on the subject , 

the author demonstrates that he fs aware 

that i t  is not a s imple ques t ion . Because 

we have no c lear idea of what it wou ld be 

l ike to survive death . ourselves , or 

prec isely what it would mean to say that 

some other person had survived death , it is 

imposs ible to say exactly what k i nd of 

ev idence would be necessary to conv i nce 
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most people of the rea lity of such 
surviva l .  

Still on the subject of l i f e  after 
death , we turn to a book on reincarnation . 
Benjamin Walker reviews the history of 
this widespread belief , g ives some modern 
examples of apparent reincarnations and 
discusses the arguments for and against it . 
Wa lker is not attracted to the concept of 
reincarnat ion , saying that it has " . . .  no 
great moral signif icance , and is ethical ly 
unacceptable" . He prefers the 'many 
mansions ' of the other world to the bel ief 
in many incarnations in this . (JH) 

COLL INS , Andrew. London JlnlkJJ bout. 
Earthquest Books , 19 St Davids Way , 
'ir' ickford , Essex SS l l  8EX.  1984 . £0 .95 . 

At last a gu ide for the metropol itnn earth­
mystery enthusiast , who shudders 
fastidious ly at the thought of h is Gucci 
shoes covered in mud or worse as he 
traipses from long barrow to standing 
stone through ploughed f ield and plashy 
marsh . Here is a walk rich in occult lore , 
moving from holy h i l l  to pagan temple,  
from Templar church to sacred stone. All  
roughly on the route of the number 11 
bus , and never more than a few m inutes 
walk .away from some comfortable pub . A 
sp lendid l ittle guide . (JR) 

CROYE , Catherine . The Irigh t-Side of Knture: 
or ghosts nnd ghost-see.rs. Introduction by 
Col in Yilson . Aquarian Press , <The Colin 
'ir'i lson Library of the Paranorma l )  1986 , 
t8 .99 . 

Thorsons are to be congratulated on 
making this classic compi lation of ear ly 
Victorian supernatural folklore ava i lable . 
Crowe gives an ins ight into the beliefs of 
the 'educated superstitions ' ,  before the 
tidying-up processes of the S.P.R.  Many of 
the correspondents of Gurney and Kyers 
wou ld have read and been inf luenced by 
Crowe.  Not for her the 'perfect apparition ' 
of Tyrrell - her ghosts hold conversations, 
g ive warnings or help . locate buried 
treasure. 

It is a p ity that the publ ishers did 
not attempt o add more to the meagre 
information about the author taken from 
the Dictionary of national Biography . 
Readers shou ld be aware that the literary 
style is not easy , but those w ith an 
interest in the supernatural beliefs of the 
period shou ld pers ist . (PR) 

So111e o l de r  book s , s t i l l  of i n t e r e s t ,  
whi c h  you may have m i ssed : 

Peter Roge rson 

KARKEL , Gera l d  E, and James C. PETERSON . 
Pol i ti cs, SCience nnd �ncer: the 
lnetri l e  phenomenon. AAAS Se l ected 
Sympos i u m ,  198 0 .  

D i scuss i on o f  u nort hodox cancer 
t reat ment ; US bi ased , but ext enda b l e  t o  
a l l  t ypes of f r i nge me d i c i ne and debates 
abou t gove rnment enforcement of 
sc i e nt i f i c  opi n i on ,  e t c .  

· KR I PP NER , Sta n l e y .  Hu�n Possi bi l i t i es; 
nd nd expl ora ti on in the USSR nnd Eastern 
Europe. Dou b l eday , 1980. 

Qu a i nt l y  na i ve account o f  Sov i e t  
l i fe a nd pa rapsycho l ogy , pra i s i ng Russ ia 
for " commu n i t y  based menta l - hea l t h  
program" t he au t hor seems t o  have 
forgo t t e n  t o  add " compu l sory" ! 

ROGO , D .  Scot t .  Xirncl es: 
sci entifi c  i nquiry i n to 
phenomena . D i a l  Press , 1982 . 

12 pllra­
wondrous 

An e xpl orat i on of a var i e t y  of 
Catho l i c mirac l e s ,  t h i s  book i nc l u des a 
great dea l of i nt erest i ng mater i a l , bu t 
is marred by Rage ' s  l ack of a 
soph i s t i cated a pprec ia t i on of h i sto ric a l 
and cu l t u r a l  context , h i s  uncr i t i cal 
acceptance o f  po l e mi ca l  sou rce s ,  and 
wi l l i ngness to evoke controvers i a l  < t o  
p u t  i t  mi l d l y >  pa rapsycho l og i c a l  t he or i e s  
as e xp l ana t i ons.  

In h i s  conc l u s i on Rogo makes the 
su rpr i s i ng statement that "a vast 
spi r i tu a l  rea l m  e xi sts in the u n i verse" -
t h i s  is presu mabl y ' The Phe nomenon ' , 
a . k . a . God . Rogo a l so make s  the 
i nterest i ng sugges t i on that the ent i t i es 
encou ntered have a real e x i stence i n  some 
doma i n  of cu l t u ra l  archet ypes . 

BEGG , Ean . Xyth nnd Today ' s  Consci ousness 
Cou ve r t u re , 198 4 . £5 . 25 .  

Do not be mi s l ed by t he t i t l e ,  as I 
was ,  i nt o  t h i nk i ng that t h i s  is a n  
accou nt o f  contemporary myt hol ogy <or 
e ve n  myt h  in genera l > .  It i s  i n  f ac t  a 
J u ng i an me d i ta t i on on the ' comi ng age of 
Aqu ar i u s .  Time was whe n  I was qu i t e  
i mpressed wi t h  J u n g :  t oday i t  i s  
pa i nf u l l y  obv i ous h o w  much J u ng i a n i sm 
re f l ects the i nf l at i on of the rac i st and 
sexist prej u d i ce s  of a pu r i tanical Swi ss 
bourgo i se i nt o  Cosmi c Fa i t h .  
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'ir' ATSON , Lya l l .  Beyond Supe.rnature; a neW' 
natural history of the supernatural . Hodder 
& Stoughton , 1986 . t10 .95 

Lya l l  Yatson 's Supernature was one of the 
biggest 11 terary surprises - and successes 
- of 1973: a l ively cockta i l  of biology and 
parapsychology , full  of start ling insights 
and connections as its author took freely 
from the arcane and technica l ,  swished the 
results around and made them tasti ly 
accessible to persons who were neither 
biologists nor parapsychologists . the 
general read ing public responded gratefully 
and enthusiastica l l y :  Super-nature became a 
book which no hal f-serious fol lower of psi 
dared to m iss , partly because so many folk 
who were ord inarily non- interested non­
fol lowers were ta lking about it . 

Now 13 years and a respectible number 
of titles further on , Dr i'atson takes us 
Beyond Supernature. H is tour-guide style 
has not changed ; the ins ights are sti l l  
there,  the meld ing o f  data from apparently 
unconnected f ields jollies readers a long as 
he pursues a holistic vision in wh ich the 
sign i ficance of what we persist in sty ling 
anoma lies floats like a beacon seen through 
fog . But perhaps we have changed . Ye no 
longer get excited by pyram id powere - or 
at least most of us don ' t ;  we don 't believe 
in Cleve Backster 's telepathic plants , 
though Dr Yatson is incl ined to. There have 
been enough whistle-stop tours of the 
paranormal to make another seem about as 
inviting as a visit to Bas i ldon on early 
closing day . What can Beyond Supernature 
do to put that right? 

For a start , and as befits a trained 
biologist > Lya l l  Yatson looks at a l l  
phenomena a s  evidence of t h e  workings of a 
vast organism . Between the constituent 
parts of that organism - even between ones 
we do not trad itiona l ly think of being 
connected , such as plants and Man , or Man 
and fish - there flows an alternative mode 
of communication and interact ion . Part I of 
Beyond Supernature <Life> deals w ith the 
real nature of living th ings and enlists 
such exemplars as the cal l uses on came ls ' 
knees , the stripes on the great anteater or 
the abi l ity of leaves to produce defensive 
tannin against predators , as indications of 
•a faculty with cle12r survival value, a 
biologicnl attribute th�t gives decision 
making � predictive quality'' , Animal 
behaviour,  he suggests , may demonstrate 
ostens ibly supernl'\tural powers which make 
their owners better geared for surviva l .  

B u t  this i s  o n l y  a prelude t o  the 
idea of how our human supernormal powers 
relate to the rest of creation . In this 
model ,  society appears as an interl inked 
organism in w h ich each individual can 
reach or affect another by unknown 
'extrasensory ' means . These acts of 
transference may help to explain mass 
hyster ia,  xenog lossy , m u ltiple personal !  ty 
and , wou ld you believe , the music which 
departed greats d ictate to medium Rosemary 
Brown.  Further , this extrasensory dialogue 
can be taken to reveal the existence of a 
shared or 'group sou l ' ,  or common awareness 
for wh ich Dr i' atson coins the name sama, 
'something which thinks together or is of 
common m ind ' <p .137 ) . And in Part I l l  
<Planet> h e  pleads , v i a  summaries of 
paranthropology , parabiology and several 
other 'paras ' ,  for a less restrictive , less 
restricted approach which w i l l  help us to 
understand the growth o f  this planetary 
bonding : a g lobal ecology of the m ind , no 
less . 

This is h ighly dynam ic stuff , 
presented in a h ighly readable fash ion.  So 
why didn 't I f ind Beyond Supe.rnature more 
exciting? Surely not because the material 
seemed over- fam i l iar , though it 's true that 
bar a scary F i l ipino possession case or a 
Timor- T imor polter-geist <both w itnessed 
first-hand by the author > there is l ittle 
here that Xagania readers won 't have come 
upon e lsewhere . You do not look for new 
case-histories in a book like this . i' hat 
you look for is how the writer uses and 
interprets standard cases , the fus ion of 
material into something which not only 
justif ies their inclus ion but offers c lues 
as to how they relate one to another . And 
maybe what o� earth they mean . 

H eads d ow n , boys , 
he r e  c omes S h e l d r ak e ' s  

mo r p hi c r esonan c e  ag ain 

Unfor t u nate l y ,  Dr Yatson ' s  approach 
i tse l f  seems over-fa mi l i a r .  The e c l ec t i c  
sweep t hrough a gamut o f  phenomena , the 
ski l f u l  progress i on f ro m  d i verse case­
mater i a l  t o  ove r v i e w  has become some thi ng 
of a convent i on i n  psi l i t erature , and a t  
t i mes i t  s e e ms  that he w h o  can j u gg l e  t h e  
greatest numbe r o f  strang e l y- c o l ou red 
ba l l s at the same t i me  has achi eved a l l  
t hat there i s  t o  ach i e ve . Fami l i ar i t y  
breeds comp l acency a nd t here i s  a 
dreadf u l  te ndency to t u r n  o f f  whe n  Modern 
Physi cs makes i ts i ne v i t a b l e  e ntry on the 
scene , or as the Dragon Proj ect shu f f l es 
over t he hor i z on .  To rearrange what Dr 
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Watson borrows from Herac l i tus , we have 
come to expect the unexpected because 
wr iters have been g iv i ng it to us for 
years ; it no longer s t i m u lates and the 
i ns ights and connections arising from the 
approach suffer l i kew ise . Heads down boys , 
here comes Sheldrake 's m orphic resonance 
aga in . 

I 'm rem inded of someth i n g  that Scott 
Walker once said about one of those Jack 
Good TV pop- n-rock progra mmes , where 
man ica lly rapid 2� m i nu te acts hurtled 
along i n  breathless success ion : "In the 
end " ,  declared the Walker Brother solemnly , 
" it works aga inst h im " . Beyond Supernnture 
has something new to offer on prac t ically 
every page , but at a cost ; the sheer pace 
makes each phenomenon b l u r  into the next . 
And that is the problem w ith eclect ic ism . 

Dr Watson makes a cogent appeal for a 
hol istic vision over the m ore d i v is i ve v iew 
of science <and parapsychology as wel l >  
w h ich prefers t o  dwel l  o n  parts i n  
isola t ion . Th is , h e  argues , g ives a sense of 
per-spective and perm its us to recognise 
patterns : "You on ly get to see the wood 
when i t  becomes too d i f f icult to 
distinguish ind ividual trees" . There are an 
awfu l lot of trees i n  Dr Watson 's forest 
and some of them wou ld appear on closer 
inspection to be i n  a sad state - if we 
were allowed t ime for a closer i nspection . 
The reviewer who criticised Supernature for 
what he called the author 's "ready 
acceptance of certai n  dubious phenomena" -
meaning spec i f ical l y  some of the PK work 
summarised i n  that book may be 
sharpening his pen even now . Dr Watson 's 
rapid trans it from Vas i l iev 's ' long 
d istance hypothes is ' to the blood of St 
Januar ius means that crit ical evaluation of 
separate components gets left far beh ind . I 
only hope a certa i n  u l tra-sceptic I know 
never sees the single- paragraph treatment 
of the Kons Angels affair <p . l 38 ) ,  which 
odd ly neglects to mention the role that 
Arthur Kachen cla imed to have played in 
the thing , let a lone the near-certainty 
that it never happened at a l l . 
Parapsychologists who contest these cases 
aren 't doing so for the fun of i t ,  nor 
because they are w i l f u l l y  obstruct ive or 
reactionary : they rea l ise on l y  too w e l l  
that weakly-ev idenced cases are fuel f o r  
t h e  f ires b u i l t  by retJl react ionaries . Dr 
Watson obviously rea l ises this too, but his 
approach does not cater for it.  

Yet everyone w i l l  agree with h is 
statement that there is a need for "A 
slightly broader defi n ition of rea l ity . One 
wh ich includes the poss i b i l ity of certai n  

th ings happening when humans are involved . 
A def i n i t ion that is not so exclus ive ;  u n e  
less i ncUned to d ismiss certa in t h i n g  a s  
imposs ible,  and better able to dea l with 
what actually happens in terms of 
probabi l ity rather than out-r igh t and 
unreasonable den i a l "  <p.266 ) .  

Beyond Supernature may not be the 
galva l ic force that its predecessor was 
back in the sevent ies , but if it 
encourages people to go look ing for that 
'slightly broader definit ion ' ,  i t  w i l l  have 

done its job . <MG > 

INGL IS , Brian . The Hidden .f'r::Mer. J onatha n 
Cape , 1986 . i. 1 0 .9 5  

A rather u nappet ising m ix ture o f  
cred u l ity a n d  i l l - tempered polem ic , which 
reveals Ing l is 's s i m plistic v iew of the 
world rather wel l .  His world is d iv ided 
into a hand f u l  of 'goodies ' Crookes , 
R ichet , Schrenck - N otz ig and other 
supporters of physical med iumsh i p ,  who are 
perfect i n  every way , cannot tell a lie or 
let the w ish be father of the observat ion ; 
and on the other s ide a vast army of 
'baddies ' ,  including the majority of the 
leadership of the SPR and m ost scient ists , 
who have the temer ity not to bel ieve 
everyth ing the good ies w r i te w i thout 
question . These badd ies are the sceptics , 
who promote v ic ious 'scientism ' and 
'materia l ism ' ,  and are capable of every 
k ind of blackguard ism . 

ing lis is no doubt correc t to 
crit icise those scientists who denounced 
psych ica l on s lender grounds , or denounced 
the whole f ield because a certa in medium 
cheated , or who sneered at ideas they cou ld 
not understand . W ha t  a pity therefore tha t 
Inglis disposes of such ideas as Neo­
Darwinism or struct- ura l ism w i th a sneer , 
and denounces the ev idence for foss i l  man 
because an Amer ican once reconstriJcted a 
foss i l  human from a pig 's tooth ! 

Works l ike this do no serv ice to 
psychical research . In the i r  ind iscrim­
inate attack and defence,  real targets are 
m issed . Thus Ing l is is q u i te correct i n  h is 
comments on the CS ICOP StnrbtJ by f iasco, 
but many readers w i l l  regard his cri tic ism 
of that i n  the sa m e  l ight as h is defence 
of Eva C . ,  Ted Ser ies , Uri Gel ler , CJ. ive 
Backster , etc . Furthermore , many scient ists 
are going to get their i m press ions of the 
f ield,  not from carefu l works , but from 
Ing l is , as he takes an·other not 
inconsiderable step towards being 
psychical research 's b iggest pub l ic 
relations d isaster s ince Conan 'Doyle . CPR) 
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