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EDITORIAL NOTES 

It is apparent that an increasing reaction is setting in amongst 
some ufologists to the so-called 'New Ufology ' which . developed 
throughout the '70s. Many people felt dissatisfied with the idea 
that grew in J this period which anal�sed the UFO (and other 
anomalous and paranormal) phenom�na in terms of internal human 
psychological and sociological processes - an ar.al�sis that found a , 
s�mpathetic outlet in this journa l. 

The reaction has been expressed in two ways. Firstly, and 
most constructively, by the development of alternative ideas. based . .. 
on a physical element to the phenomena, offering hope of testable 
theories. The 'earth I ights' theor!:J is perhaps the most 
constructive manifestation of this I ine of thou9'�t . 

Another, but less useful, reaction has been the resurgence of 
the ETH. In some wa�s this may be helpful in keeping open an 
avenue of thought. But generally the results of the ETH revival 
nave not been benign and - particularly in America - we are seeing 
ufology retreating into a hobbyist g.�etto of Buck Rogers 
spaceships and crashed saucers. I.Je now hear from Yorkshire that 
ETH · proponents defend their crumb I ing arguments by threats, and 
physical vioience to those who challenge their doubtful evidence. 

There is an artistic movement. most advanced in architecture, 
which has begun to challenge some of the tenets of modernism. 
Architects are rediscovering the mectnings of traditional forms 
jettisoned during the dominance of the Modernism. This movement is 
called post-modernism. /1agonia has often expressed the view that 
ufology is much an art as a science; perhaps we are now seeing the 
birth of Post-Modernist Ufology. 
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THE CUI.�IOUS 

CONNECTION DErrWEEN HELICOPTERS 

AND UFOS 

Deiiiii.s Stl.l.l.i.Iag 

During the past three or four years, as I was reviewing the more 
recent I iterature on LIFOs and the cattle muti lotion phenomenon, I 
became aware that so-called 'phantom he I icopters' were often seen in 
connection with these phenomena. In addition these usually unmarked, 
usually black, helicopters demonstrated some rather remarkable 
propert:ies: they move silently or with sound �nl ike tho�e of normal 
helicopters: they fly at abnormal unsafe or tllegal altttudes: they 
appear both shy and agressive. 

They are reported to carry 'oriental-looking' people; their passage 
sometimes 'blisters' the dead and muti latea animals; they 'direct 
abnormally bri 11 iant beams of I ight; they hover over missile sites and 
mi I itary 6ases; often they are heard distinctly and very loudly but 
not seen; sometimes they look I ike he I icopters but sound I ike 
airplanes; they sometimes flash multi-coloured I ights; they . are 
observed in association with nocturnal I ights; they are sometimes 
seen flying at abnormally high rates of speed. 

All of this sounds very much I ike the sorts of behaviour _ _  typically 
reported of flying saucers. Str:-angest . of all is that �Os are 
occasionally reported to change 1nto heltcopters, or the heltcopters 
are seen shortly before or after sightings of UFOs. 

It was this combination of reported abnormal characteristics, and 
especially the reports of apparent trans-mogrifications, that 
prompted me to ask myself the following question: if such phenomena 

were reported as occl.l"'ing in a 
dream, how would such a dream be 
interpreted? Such a dream would 
indicates that in. some sense, an 
eqivalence or, at least, a very 
close relationship between 
helicopters and UFOs was being 
suggested. In reality, of 
course, helicQeters are not 
identical with UFOs, and so the 
relationship must be of a 
different sort. 

It was my hypothesis that, if 
there was a deep-rooted psy­
chological connection between 
he I icopters and UFOs, evidence of 
this connection would appear in 
the experience and activities of 
individuals preoccupied - not 
with UFOs necessari l y - but with 
helicopters. Since the work of 
these individuals predates the 
so-called modern era of LFO 
sightings, rei iable naive material 
caul d oe expected. 

It so happens that one of the 
engineers most involved in early 
hericopter design was Arthur 
Young and, as luck would have 
it, Arthur Young_ P\lb I i shed in a 
book ea 11 ed The Bell Notes. the 
record of his thoughts and 
activities during the time of his 
most intense efforts to design 
the Bell Model 47 he I icopter. 

In Peter Dre�er's forward to 
the book, and ir. the ver'd first 
paragraPh he states that Arthur 
Young · "had come to see the 
helicopter chiefly as c :netaphor 
for the evolving spirit - the 
winged self which he now began 
to call the 'psychopter' ." 
In Young's own words "the man� 
headed dragon of the he I icopter 
seemed to be srow i ng more heads 
all the time 

' 
ana '1 am 

working on the psychopter 
within the helicopter. I 
experimented with the self 
instead of with the machine." 
Using an image borrowed from 
alchemy he writes: "Bell has 
become a laboratory in which I 
try to distil myself. The 
heficopter is only the vessel... I 
am constantly directing myself 
towards a�tainment of the 
psychopter''. Arthur Young went 
on to become intensely involved 
in psychic phenomena and 
metaphysics. 

I also checked on Igor Sikorski. 
In 1900, at the age of 11, 
5 ikorski had a dream that 
affected him deeply. The detai Is 
of the dream are very much I ike 
a J ul es V erne concepti on of 
being aboard a UFO: 

"I saw myself walking along a 
narrow, luxuriously · decorated 
passageway. On botft sides were 
walnut doors, simi tar to 
the staterooms of a steamer. 
A spherical electric light from 



the cei I ing produced a pleasant 
bluish illumination. 'Jalking slowly, 
I felt a si ight vibration under 
my feet and was not surprised to 
find that the feeling was 
different from that experienced 
on a steamer or on a rai I way 
train.I took this for grantecf, 
because in my dream I knew that 
I was on board a large flying 
ship in the air." 

Sikorski wrote several books 
of a theological and metaphysical 
nature. In 1947 he pub I ished The 
Invisible Encotnter, a rather 
despairing book on the morals 
and fate of the twentieth 
century. 

Another, very suggestive, dream 
illustration of the connection 
between UFOs and he I icopters may 
be found in a letter to C.G.Jung 
in 1959. The writer was not, as 
far as I know, deeply involved 
with he I icopters, but tnis is not 
certain. The dream is as follows: 

"An aeroplane appeared from 
c I ouds of smoke or fog [The 
appearance of smoke or fog is 
often reported to be seen prior 
to encounters with UFOs and UFO 
abductions]. Then a contraption 
like a helicopter descended 
towards the dreamer to fetch him 
[There is an apparent 
transformation of the aeroplane 
tnr::o a he! icopter, a type of 
phenomenon also reported in the 
UFO literature]. He saw shadowy 
figures wh i eh he knew to be 
higher t�pes of man, with greater 
knowledge and absolutely just, 
visitors from another worla". The 
years 1946 and 1947 were notable 
for other events of relevance to 
this discussion. On March 8, 
1946, Arthur Young's machine, the 
Be 11 Mode I 47 he I i copter, was 
awarded the wor Id s first 
commercial he I icopter I icence. The 
he I icopter thus became part of 
the general culture. 

Considerable speculation was 
Siven to the possibi I ity that 
everyone" might own their own 

device for "genuine three­
dimensional travel". In the very 
next year, 1947, atmospheric 
straight-line flight achieved 
another sort of freedom: the 
sound barrier (sometimes referred 
to as a demon in the sky) was 
broken by a Bell X-15 rocket 
plane. In addition the world 
groundspeed record was 
establiShed in 1947. Following 
Churchill 's 'Iron Curtain' speech 
of the previous year, 1947 was 
termed the 'Year of division". 
And, 1946 - 1947 marks the 
_beginning of the modern era of 
flying saucers. 

The theme of splitting was not 
only a feature of post-war 
science and pal itics, but 

manifested in the technology of 
the time as well. It seems as 
though the f I i ght characteristics 
of the UFO - enormous straioht 
I ine velocities combined with the 
abi I ity to hover and move at 
right-angles and in all directions 
- were reproduced by us in the 
best way we could: by means of 
our rockets and ne I icopters. 
Unable to combine the astounding 
performance characteristics of 
the UFO in a single device, we 
produced two quite different 
technologies, each of which 
mimicked only one set of UFO 
flight characteristics. 

3 
trying to distil! the helicopter. 
So tllat from the point of view 
of the psychopter, which is the 
important one, the only 
commitments toward the helicopter 
which should presenti!:J be 
stressed are indirect ones. ' 

Young refers to The Bell Notes 
as: 
"[AJ notebook on [a] machine 
that is much more campi icated 
and subtle than the helicopter. 
The machine is my_ mind and 
body, with which -r experiment 
every day, through whi eh I wi 11 
eventually achieve the end I 
seek, for I always knew it was 
not the he I icopter. Here is a 
great experiment indeed." 

One is tempted here to view the 
UFO as the visible representation 
of a background dynamis that is 
stimulating us to produce From these quotations we rather 
technologies that are partial gather that - this individual, 
representations of something that Arthur Young, who was deeply 
is, in its essence, involved in the problems of 
irrepresentable and paradoxical. designing the helicopter, felt the 

What is the psychopter?· 

The psychopter is the winged 

selF_ It is that which the 

he I i c opter usurped 

the he I i c opter was 

revea I ed not to 

and what 

Finally 

be_ 

One is reminded of the behaviour 
of the hero in Close Enc0t11ters 
of the Third Kind. who feels 
compelled to reproduce in 
material form a vague and elusive 
unconscious image. One may 
further speculate that the 
level of accomplishment achieved 
by the production of supersonic 
rocket planes and rei iable 
he I i copters in some sense caused 
this background dynamis to 
reveal itself in the rorm of the 
i rrat i ono I · and myth-provoking 
UFO. It was as if this hidden 
element were saying "No, that is 
not exactly it, that is not the 
whole picture. A merely 
technological representation is 
not ultimately satisfactory, so 
here is somethin� for you really 
to think about!' . The UFO thus 
emerges as a sort of tertium 
quid, a transformative element of 
the mind related to human 
creativity. Arthur Young 
addresses himself to this point 
several times in his book. He 
writes: 

"'Jhat is the psychopter? The 
psychopter is the winged se If. It 
is that which the helicopter 
usurped - and what the 
he I icopter was finally revealed 
not to be. Fundamentally, I am 
trying to get out of the 
heficopter not because of what it 
is, but because I believe in the 
psychopter. The construct ion of 
the psychopter is not advanced 
by plunging a�ain into the 
he I icopter. It 1s advanced by 

machine to be an inade�uate 
external representation of an 
inner driving force to which he 
vas totallu cammitted. He saw the 
psychopter/hel icopter problem as 
re rated to the nature of his own 
mind and bad� It is of interest 
here that -Jule Eisenbud has 
referred to the UFO phenomenon 
as an "into-the-body-experience". 

The biophysicist Otto Schmitt 
asks us to consider such exper-
iences as apports, · and, by 
extension, the phenomena of 
UFOs, to be considered as 
examples of what he terms 
"matrix-inversion" i.e., that 
instead of arising from the 
action of an external object on 
the sensorium, the 'perception' 
event may be primary, with 
the external object arising as a 
secondary phenomenon - a point 
of view not inconsistent with 
traditional teachings of Eastern 
phi I osophy. 

'Je already know that certain 
forms of mental disorder are 
accompanied by the loss of the 
sense of bodily boundaries. Often 
this condition is accompanied by 
a view of the body as an 
extended machine or as being 
invaded by a machine. This 
condition has been well conceived 
by the UFO-naive artist who 
eroduced this lithograph [over]. 
This UFO-I ike image has clear 
resemblences to a machine, yet it 
is obviously of a very organic 
nature. It is composed of sinews 
and skeletal tissues that 
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strongly suggest the parts of 
one or more human bodies. This 
'flask' or vas hermeticum of 
tissue is surmounted by a pair 
of wings in the position of the 
rotors of a he I icopter. the whole 
of the object seems to be 
emerging out of the metaphysical 
background of existence. The 
work was done in 1973, and is 
entitled tHr f1achine. 

A very interesting mythology has 
been built up around- the 
helicopter in popular culture. 
Recently a surrealist novel has 
been published called 6od's 
Helicopter in which a demonic god 
terrorises the main character by 
means of a he I icopter and its 
disembodied noise. Ron \tlestrum 
reports an 'abduction case' in 
which the sound of a he I icopter 
figures as a fear-provoking 
element. 

The he I icopter has taken on 
near-mythological proportions in 
television and movies. Blue 
Thunder and the spin-off TV 

series t1irwolf come immediately 
to mind. In these shows the 
helicopters possess such 

advanced technology that they 
take on a kind of personality. In 
the movie t1poca/ypse Now! 
he I icopters are portrayed as 
Valkyries who attack tile Viet 
Cong to the music of \tlag1er. In 
this fi I m a cow is hoisted by 
he I icopter to supRI� a barbecue 
held by the fl1ers of the 
machines, clearly mimicking 
reports of cattle abductions ana 
muti I at ions. I doubt if this was 
the conscious intent of the f i I m 
makers. 

Perhaps the most outstanding of 
the many ex amp I es of modern 
he I icopter my_thology comes 
from the movie Iceman. In this, a 
resuscitated Neanderthal shaman 
sees the helicopter as a divine 
being. The consulting anthro­
pologist in the movie attempts to 
explain the relationship of a 
helicopter to the Neanderthal as 
follows: 

.. The he I icopter is the bird, the 
messenger of the gods, but also 
a T r i cl<ster - supposed to take 
�ou to heaven, but if you've 
done wrong, it takes you some­
where else, where you're judged 

for your sins." 

Here the he I icopter is given the 
alternate roles of devil or angel 
as expressed in the Trickster 
fi_gure, prominent in the folklore 
of North American Indians for his 
considerable abi I ity to change 
into many forms. In this way he 
is analogous to the alchemical 
figure of Mer cur ius, who may be 
said to stand for the collective 
unconscious itself. Trickster/ 
Mercurius is the source of both 
creative activity and gross 
deception. 

I am not claiming a complete 
solution to the problem of UFOs 
or cattle muti I at ions. The UFO 
problem is far too rich to be 
encompassed by one solution. I 
am suggesting that there are 
fruitful areas of investigation, 
not usually explored, that may 
give us a different perspective 
on . what we are trying to see. 
The peculiar relationship between 
UFOs and helicopters may well 
provide such a different 
perspective. 
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There ere a runber of points in /"bgonia 24 I"d like to � brief 
comments on. Michael Goss"s <rticle was a del ici1t. I would just point 
out that those shito-ckma � described as '"rOLildish t<Xt>ole 
stq:>ecf' does bring crCIIKltically to mind Kerv1eth Arnold"s descripl:ion 
of his Cascade rb.ntains 'flying saucers" as td<ing on a 't�le 
� · when crossiflQ Goat Ridge; of the descriptions of the .. lines 
of t�le st-qJed li!j1ts .. witneSsed by n..ncreds of peq>le before the 
1957 ChrnwoOd (Leicestershire) ec:rthqud<e; end the foct that 
lcboratory disch<rges similcr to those pr:od.Jced by Brcxi.J et a/ 
develop a taq>ole-1 ike tai I when st.bjected to radio fieldS. which 
extends their I if e. Likewise. Oavid Clcrke's contribution was most 
welcome. 

Claude Mauge's critical article on Persir:ger's Tectoni_c Stra!n Theo�y 
(TST) was sensibly written, but does r01se a f�w s�· Ftrstly, 1t 
is interesting that such an article appears m ta ten years 
after the pub I ication of Persinger's book on the subject: one can 
only assume that my book Earth L ights has at last brought a 
curiously lethargic and indeed reticent ufological awarene:ss of ��e 
researcn area. There is however a fundamental flaw m Mauge s 
critical methodology. 

IJh i I e some of the weaknesses 
sugaested by Mauge are valid, 
the .. appr�ach T of c:lea I i r:� just with · 
Persinge: s iS I on i ... s mm is 
fallacious. The only way for 
anuone now to appraise the earth 
I i gnts theory is to take account 
of ALL the work going on in the 
area. The work of myself and my 
colleagues in many ways 
complements Persinger' s work, and 
vice-versa. So, while it is valid 
to complain that Persinger' s 
databases and huge geographical 
areas covered can, at best, show 
on I y genera I tendencies, we in 
Br i tain have shown the theory to 
be even more strongly supported 
in detailed, regional studies. 
The Barmouth-Har I ech ("Egryn") 
events of 1904/5, for example, 
have been meticulously associated 
with faulting in the most 
unambiguous way. the reported 
lights phenomena cannot be 
dismissed as str i et I y psycho­
sociological (though tneir inter­
pretation may have been) as many 
sightings were multiple witness 
events, and outside observers 
a I so saw the phenomena . 
Moreover, there was not a media 
industry devoted to 'UFOs' at the 
time to influence anyone's 
thinking. The sheer correlation 
of lights with faults in any case 
shows too distinct a pattern for 
dismissai.Further, we have now 
obtained the data to show that 
the Barmouth events occurred in 
the middle of a period of 
exceptional seismic events in 
\/ales stretching . from the mid-
1890s to 1906. 'Je now know, for 

example, that the Barmouth 
events of late 1904 to early 
1905 were presaged by a quake 
epicentred Gn Bedgel iert on 21st 
October 1904. The IJelsh faults 
were under virtually constant 
stress during the ten years to 
1906. Other outbreaks of I ights 
were recorded in the Llangol l en 
area and the Pontypridd -
Newport areas also. This sort of 
data, and similar material 
McCartney and I have researched 
for other regions means that it 
is impossible to dismiss the 
tectonic correlations with these 
I ights if intellectual viabi I ity is 
to be maintained. (This obser­
vation can be made without 
anyone being ab I e to detai I the 
mechanisms that may actually be 
involved.) 

Persinger and Derr have now 
conducted detailed studies of the 
Toppenish Ridge region of Vlash­
ington State, and have used an 
exceptional database (using the 
observation and photography of 
I ight phenomena by fire lookouts. 
- using radio communication and 
triangulation in some cases -
pal ice officers and scientists) 
1 inked to detailed information of 
geological features end temporal 
seismtc events of a low order of 
magnitude. Persinger and Derr 
mal<:e a distinction between the 
fundamental mechanisms producing 
earthquake lights and UFO light 
phenomena, th�h both sets 
of associated mechanisms are 
nevertheless I inked. They also 
refer to the possible involvement 
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of ultrasonic waves in I ight 
phenomena production: ultrasound 
has been pi eked up anoma I ous I y 
by Dragon Project researchers at 
stone circle sites in Britain, 
which share a similar correlation 
with faulting as does light 
phenomena incidence. There is so 
much practical work that 
ufologists could be concerning 
themselves with. It is a pity 
that armchair criticism bogs down 
research within ufology. 

Mauge refers to Rutowsk i , but in 
responses to American pub I i c­
ations I have shown hi m to be 
grinding a particular axe, and 
that his criticism is poorly 
founded. Rutowski complains that 
90% of Persinger's database is 
'noise '. a figure Maug_e feels is 
I ikely to be larger. I would be 
most interested to learn what 
the factual basis is for such 
figures. Vlhi le I have always 
supported the idea that there is 
a powerful psyghosociological 
component in UFO data, I 
nevertheless suspect that it is 
over-emphasised. There are 
elements of sociological thinking 
within ufology that cannot be 
convinced that there is any 
unexplained external phenomenon 
invo l ved, and this bias should 
not be mistaken for objectivity. 

I �m _not, sayir:g t��t. PersJnger's 
-wor�K . IS oe�una cri�iCISm. .Lnae:ed. 
in 1983 Mc1...artney, Robins and I 
pointed out the inadequacy of 
piezo-electricity as a primary 
earth I i ghts 'motor·, in 
contradiction of Persinger's 
earlier ideas. This was confirmed. 
by work at Sussex university 
wh i eh shows that non-pi ezo rocks 
can sti 11 produce I ight 
phenomenon when stressed in 
l aboratory conditions. This has 
subsequent I y been endorsed by 
Bracfu' s work in Denver. But 
eartn I ights exist, and Persinger 
- and anyone else - should only 
be congratulated in attempting to 
understand how such phenomena 
arise. 

It is those who dismiss or 
attack such efforts who are 
culpable. Vlhy does not Mauge, or 
11ciJonia in general, turn their 
critical faculties back on 
themselves, and produce a socio­
logical study of the extra­
orCii nary negative and hosti I e 
initial response to the earth 
I i ghts theory? 

Mauge, Rutowski and others, are 
all so readily omit from their 
view of earth I ights theory that 
it is already known, accepted and 
established that the earth can 
produce atmospheric I urn i nescent 
phenomena (earthquake I ights) and 
has been rei iably photographed 
in time-lapse sequences. So a 
mechanism similar to UFO I ight 
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Rhenomena 
as yet, 
understood. 

is known to exist, if, 
also incompletely 

In the I ight of all the above 
work, ancf much more, it is 
therefore both annoying and 
sadden i !::'9 to note the comment in 
David Taylor's letter in �ia 
24 that earth I ights theory is "a 
worthwhile idea, desperately in 
need of more scientific study". I 
agree it is worthwhile, but it 
has graduated far beyond the 
level of a mere 'idea' and it has 
more scientific work being 
carried out on it than any, I 
repeat an_y_ other UFO theory, 
whether ETH, psychosociological 
or Steuart Campbell 's 'stars' 
theory. Moreover it is also true 
that I have been able to sit 
down with physicists carrying out 
the most advanced quantum work, 
and co-operate with leading 
geologists here and in America, 
while it has proven less ea� to 
do so with ufologists. earth 
I i ghts theory has shown up the 
inadequacy of genuine intellectual 
and scientific credibi I ity within 
areas of British ufology. That 
has been one of its greatest, if 
most unfortunate, achievements. 

No-one is saying that everyone 
shou Id swa 11 ow the who I e earth 
I ights theory hook, I ine and 
sinker. but it ls a highly 
credible theorw, i't is · requlariLJ 
producing stronger evidence, ana 
it is highly desirable that such 
an area be fully investigated. 

I feel the evidence is currently 
pointing to the fact that we are 
at last beginning to identify an 
energy phenomenon that may have 
much to teach us. The very 
recent discovery by Bradw et al 
that laboratory-produced rock 
lights are not plasmas (the 
lights do not produce micro­
waves), and show only spectro­
graphic information of the medium 
(whether gas or I iquid) they are 
occurring in, under I ines these 
points. 

IJe are entering an exciting realm 
of hitherto unexplained energy 
effects. I believe the energy may 
be sensitive to consciousness, 
and am attempting to assemble 
the necessary experimental 
elements to test such an idea. 
The implications cannot yet be 
discerned, other than to suggest 
they are going to be momentous 

Brady' s suggestion that we may 
be aealing here with another 
candidate for the origins of I ife 
on earth is a possible example of 
this, even if it supremely ironic. 
It wi 11 be sad indeed if 
ufological thinkers cannot rise 
to the challenge. 
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There ere few thi� seemingly so si(!f>le but potentially so � lex 
as a ball of I i�t. The ptrase itself is cmbigJOUS: _does ball mecn 
�e or spi":'.eroid or spherical. does li9'1t rne<n lid1t SOU"ce or 
luninosity. aid so one. Here ere some of tfie things a Bel.. may be: 

..1 physical object in its own right. as for instance: 
• ba ll I ightning, 
• earthq!::Jake li ghts, 
• Saint Elmo ' s fire, feux Fa/lets, etc., 
• plasma phenomena generated by electricaf conditions not yet 
understood. 

..1 hallucinated form, as For instance: 
• a false perception due to a simple malfunction of the perceptive 
organs, but communicated to the brain which of course can make 
nothing of the signal . 
• a true perception by the senses of something which they are 
unable to present to the brain in any form which the brain can 
make sense of 
• the con?equence of the brain receiving a trigg�ring effec� causing 
it to proJect an archetypal form from tr,e collect t ve unconsctous. 

tin on;;anic creature which has normal i y no visible appearance copobie 
of betng detected b� human senses, but chases, either del iberate!y 
or Faute de mieux thts basic form as a means of making its presense 
known. 

The preliminary Form of a psychic materialisation in which the 
material (ectoplasm) assumes this basic form before further 
development. 

The consequence of, or a phase during, an event on the astral plane 
which is in the process of effecting an interface with the physical 
plane. 

turn up in so many contexts, and 
do so many different things, and 
carry_ such a variety of 
significances, the fact remains 
that au fond these must all fall 
into two categories: 

I shall resist the temptation to 
pro I iferate further examples of 
the hypotheses which have been 
proposed, generally perfectly 
seriously, by researchers at one 
time or another. Various schools 
of esoteric Thought tend to 
refer to spiritual essences 1. a physical object 
making their presence felt in the 2. a non-physical non-object 
form of BOLs, and much the same 
seems to be true of rei igious 
phenomena whi eh manifest to 
mystics. The I i terature is vast. 

So vast indeed, that it would 
seem as though the BOL can be 
all things to all persons, and in 
the face of such an embarrass 
de richesses one miqht feel 
there is I ittle point in trying to 
make any general analysis of the 
BOL phenomenon per se. Rather, 
it would be argued, treat each 
BOL -1 ike manifestation as a 
phenomenon in its own right. But 
we don't have to give up so 
early. For though BOL-1 ike things 

which indicates two I ines along 
which we may proceed in search 
of answers to two sets of 
questions. Firstly, what kinds of 
ob jects are I iable to manifest as 
physical BOLs? IJhat circumstances 
cause or enable them to 
manifest? IJhat have such 
physical BOLs in common, and how 
do they differ? 

Secondly, what kind of process 
can cause someone to believe 
they see a BOL? IJhat 
circumstances cause or enable 
this process to occur? What have 
such circumstances in common, 



and how may they differ? 

EJa.s as fhdsical Phenomenon 

That there are- certain kinds of 
physical object which manifest in 
the form of BOLs is established 
fact. Ball I ightning is only one 
of the natural phenomena of this 
kind and it is known that similar 
(or at any rate seemingly similar) 
phenomena can be artificially 
produced in the vicinity of 
power I ines or within power 
stations. 

The extent of our know I edge of 
these phenomena is st i 11 very 
limited, but the fact that some 
are known to exist encourages us 
to suppose, provisionally, that 
other ostensibly similar 
�henomena are equally real. 
Earthquake Lights are one 
example, and a browse through 
the Cor! iss catalogues indicates 
just how remark ab I e a variety of 
anomalous phenomena have been 
reported in all places at all 
times and under a 11 kinds of 
meteorological conditions. No 
systematic investigation has been 
carried out on the vast majority 
of these phenomena, and certainly 
no attempt has been made at a 
comparative study. it has been 
left to amateurs I ike Vincent 
Gaddis to recognise the value of 
a comparative approach. 

Things bei� so, it would be 
premature �o match up any 
specific observation to any 
specu I at i ve mode I . The most we 
can sa� is that if residents of 
the Norwegian va 11 ey of Hessda I en 
report a UFO (in the I iteral 
meaning of the phrase) which 
they describe in terms similar to 
other BOLs, we may reasonably 
h�pothes i se that the UFO may be 
a physical BOL of some kind. 

lfhich doesn't seem to have got 
us very for: except that, 
methodologically, it encourages us 
to try to match our vast 
collection of one-off unknowns 
(UFO reports) with phenomena 
which are not quite so unknown. 
IJe may not know all that we 
ought to know about ball 
lightning, for example, but we 
know enouoh about it to to 
appreciate to what extent a 
'foo-fiohter' shares the same 
characteristics and to what 
extent it doesn't. 

So we applaud the efforts of 
researchers such as Devereux and 
Persinger to relate some kinds of 
UFO to some kinds of natural 
phenomena. In practice those 
efforts have hitherto failed to 
achieve convincing results, but 
this is no reflection on these 
and other researchers in the 
field, whose pioneering efforts in 
hitherto unknown territory are 

a 11 the more to be app I auded 
when the going is evidently so 
tough. Rattler, their work is a 
cha 11 enge for the rest of us to 
contribute by, firstly, amassing 
as much data as poss i b I e on eacn 
category of phenomena: secondly 
by defining each of those 
categories as precisely as 
possible: an9 th.ird l � by matching 
them up or indicating the 
differences. 

If for example we could establish 
that the physical properties of 
the artificially induced BOLs in 
power stations were identical 
with those of ball I ightning, this 
could be expected to give us 
va I uab I e i nf or mat ion about how 
ball-1 ightning is initiated. If we 
knew the maximum duration of ball 
I ighning we would know whether 
tne Hessda I en phenomena, wh i eh 
have been observed over 20-
minute periods, could conceivable 
be of this nature. If it turned 
out that the Hessdalen phenomena 
were similar to ball I ightning in 
all properties save duration, we 
could start to establish how a 
normally short- I ived phenomena 
can become a 20-minute-surviving 
one. Maybe it thrives on I ow 
temperature? 

frgcnic l.FTJs redivivus 

In the earl� ,days �of . fl�!ng 
saucers. t.nm:. r asc men:. 1ng 
researcher the Countess IJassi lo­
Serecki proposed that UFOs are 
organic phenomena from Earth's 
atmosphere. Similar notions were 
entertained by Bessor and 
Constable. Though most of us 
have been tem2ted to relegate 
the organic-UFO to the compost 
heap of ufology, it is possible 
that we have been over-hasty. 
Now that Persinger et cie are 
proposing natural phenomena as 
candidates for UFO observations, 
eerhaps we should give the 
Countess's organisms a second 
look. 

BU_s as psychological 
phenomeria. 
Even if BOLs exist as physical 
objects, intelligent or not, 
organic or not, they fall 
lamentably short of being able to 
account for the observat-ions of 
structured objects (henceforth 
SOBs) which form a large 
proportion of UFO reports. 

Occasionally a BOL is reported as 
being so bright that the 
observer is unable to tell 
whether it has any shape or not, 
in which case we may speculate 
that there may be a SOB 
concealed within/Behind the BOL. 
There are other reports in which 
a UFO starts as a BOL which 
develops into a SOB, but in the 
vast majority of cases there is 
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a fundamental difference between 
BOLs and SOBs. 

The reasonable inference is that 
there are at least two 
fundamental t�es of UFO: the 
BOL and the SOB. However, some 
researchers have sought ways of 
reducing this to one, empfoying 
the fol rowing logical process: 

1) 'We know that BOLs exist 
2) 'We have no good reason to. 
suppose that SOBs exist 
3) So it is reasonable to 
suppose that SOBs are 
misinterpreted BOLs. 

Grounds for this can be found in 
reports of many investigators. 
Hendry, Monnerie and Randles are 
just three who have reported 
tnstances in which a witness has 
reported as a SOB an object 
which (since it was clearly 
established as a planet or a 
sate! I ite) must necessarily have 
been visible only as a BOL. 

Those who do not recognise the 
existence of BOLs per se, such 
as Monnerie, take the further.;;: :, 
step of assuming that SOB = BOL · ·"" 
is equivalent to SOB = natural;_ 
phenomenon or misidentification. 
However, if BOLs exist in their 
own right, this does not 
necessar il y follow. 

The more sophisticated re-search-_ 
ers acknowledge that there is 
more to the BOL than simple 
natural phenomena. Very 
interesting suggestions along 
these I i nes have been made by 
Oevereux and Pers i nger, among 
others. Oevereu_x appears to be 
more inclined to esoteric 
approaches, Persinger tends to 
keep to more traditional 
psychological I ines; but both 
have shown themselves commend­
ably open-minded in their 
recognition that we must go 
beyond current scientific know­
ledge for an explanation. Both 
Oevereaux and Persinger 
Sf?eculate that the BOL triggers 
off a mental process which 
results in the observer having 
the illusion of seeing a SOB. This 
illusion is the creation of the 
observer's subconscious mind, 
reflecting its hopes, fears, 
preoccupations and expectations 
on the one hand, and on the 
other the archetypes avai I able to 
him and authorised by his 
cultural milieu. 

[There is a variant on this which 
Sf?eculates that the hallucination 
of the UFO may be fed into the 
witness's brain from outside. 
Guerin and Monnerie are among 
those who have toyed with this 
induced-dream erocess in one 
for m or another. J 

That processes exist whereby 
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this kind of illusion can be 
created is, I believe, beyond 
doubt. It has been suggested 
that processes of this sort are 
responsible for the . _great 
majority of so-called v1s1onary 
experiences and UFO encount�r/ 
abduction scenarios. It remmns 
an open quest_ion thoug�. w�ether 
this is what IS happen1ng 1n the 
case of 'conventional' SOB-UFO 
observations. 

As a hypothesis it is of great 
interest, but we st i 11 I ack the 
necessary evidence of cause 
CBOL) leading to effect (SOB), 
despite Persinger's strenuous 
efforts to provide . it from 
statistical analysis of geo-
physical events on the one nand 
ana UFO sight i ngs on the ot�er. 
His correlations are suggestive, 
but they are far from being 
overwhelmingly convincing, as 
Rutkowski and Mauge, among 
others, have demonstrated. 

Awkward questions have yet to 
be answered: 

• Some UFOs have been reported 
by multiple witnesses. Are we to 
suppose that in such cases the 
same stimulus caused a number of 
f:>eople, often independent one 
from another, to have the same 
illusionary experience? Some 
processes have been propo�ed. -
a folle a decl;.;, r':"iGSS hwstorrc, 
multiple hypnosis - but none of 
these has yet to be proved a 
reality. And there are numerous 
examp les of �ultiple sighti_ngs in 
wh i eh there 1 s not the s !1 gntest 
reason to suppose that any such 
process is operative. 

• Some UFOs allegedly leave 
physical traces. Are we to 
suppose that this is mere 
coincidence? Or are they effects 
of the BOL; in which case there 
should be clear indications of 
the nature of the physical 
phenomenon responsible. 

• Some BOL-UFOs allegedly 
behave as if intelligent. If this 
is so, are we to suppose that 
these BOLs are true UFOs, just 
as much as the SOBs? It is 
interesting that the best­
attested Instances are those in 
which investigation of a more 
than usual I� scientific gual ity !S 
being carr 1 ed out - Rut I edge s 
Project Identification and the 
Norwegian - Swedish Proj�t 
Hessda/en; could it be that lJFOs 
manifest to serious researchers 
as BOLs, to others as SOBs? \v'ith 
so many unanswered questions it 
would 6e absurd to attemptany 
conclusions. But the mere fact 
that there are researchers 
thinking along these lines, posing 
these quest1ons, is the most 
f?romising development in ufology 
for many a decade. 

These may not be the most 

sensat i onal cases i n  the UFO 

I i terature; but we stand to learn 

more From these long desp i sed 

I i ghts- i n-the-sky than rrom cases 

w i th rar more dramat i c  content 

All UFO research must start with 
the observations of witnesses: 
these must then be set in a 
context which embodies every 
parameter which could conceivably 
be relevant. The more deeply we 
probe the UFO problem the more 
parameters seem to come into 
play. 

We have long since learned that 
simple noting of the circum­
stances, as seemed adequate in 
the days of NI CAP, is so 
rudimentary as to be useless. 
Today we have recognised the 
imP-ortance of witness eva I uat ion 
before we even begin to act upon 
what that witness reported. 

And in the analysis of that 
report we have I earnt that the 
data we need spans the range 
from geophysical events at one 
extreme, to the psycho-social 
environment at the other - and 
furthermore, the interaction 
between the two. 

The mountain I ights invesigated 
by Har I ey Rut I edge, the Hessoal en 
I ights, the Yakima observations -
tnese may not be the most 
sensat i ono r cases in the UFO 
I iterature; but we stand to learn 
more from these long despised 
I ights in the sky than fr�m 
cases with far more dramat1c 
content. 
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UFOLO G Y  AND 
STAT IST ICS : 

THE CASE OF POHER • s  
F ILE 

C la.ude Mauge 

IHTRODUCTIO:I 

Statistics have an important role in 
ufolagy , either to 'prove' the reality of the 
UFO phenomenon or to describe it. However, 
same questions ari� from the fact that the 
files are not necessarily representative of 
the phenomenon and that they contain many 
dubious cases . 

One of the most important statistical 
studies in ufalogy is Claude Paher •s (5 )  
which was far long highly considered in 
France but seems to be seldom mentioned in 
the American and British literature <A >  
except far the Paher and Vallee paper in 
Flying Saucer Review . (8 ) 

However, Paher's fil e  llD.d sta tistics were 
the subject of SOIRe cri ticisms. (2,1 0) As far 
me, I had in 1 978-79 the inten ti on to use 
Poher 's  list as a 'highly relia ble '  Cllses file, 
but I discovered several errTJrS in the 
codifi ca ti on .  Therefore, I later checked the 
sources in a systema tic way, and this paper is 
a SUIIJmary of my findings. (]3) 

iHE I 825 I CASES F ILE AND 
POHER ' S  STAT I S T I CS ; A BR I EF 
SURVEY 

Poher s t a r ts w i th about 1 000 
UFO repo r t s ,  es sen t i a l l y 
c o l l e c ted f rom the u f o l og i cal 
l i te r a ture  (C ) w i th the 
ass i s tan c e  o f  s ome anonymous 
vo l untee rs , ( 0 )  The dub i ous 
c ases are removed ; the 
' c l as s i c a l ' observat i ons 
c om i ng f rom seve r a l  sou r c es 
a re  put  tooether , Poher thus 
obta 1 ns a ·  l is t  o f  ' 825 
s i gh t ings ' ,  the m a i n  
c harac te r i s t i c s  o f  wh i c h  a r e  
c oded on punched c ards  < a  
llax i llUII o f  80 c ha ra c te rs  f o r  
each  c ase ) ,  

The c ards  a r e  then used i n  a 
c lass i c a l  but cop i ous stat­
i s t i c a l  s tudy , ( 5 )  Many 
f eatu r es a r e  exam i ned ; s pa t i al 
a�d tempo r a l  l oc a t i ons ; 
w 1 tnesses < numbe r , age , 
o c cupa t i ons , , , ) •  s ight 1 ng 
cond i t i ons < weathe r , durat i on1 d i s tance , , , ) ; des c r i p t i on ana 
behav iour  of the UFOs < number ,  
f o r a ,  d imens ions 1 c o l ou r , 
path , , , )  and of the UFOs ; 
e t c . But thes e s ta t i s t i c s  a r e  
essent i a l l y  f requency  · d i s t­
r ibut i ons , w i th on ly  a f ew 
excep t i ons , ( E )  A summary o f  

the  m a i n  resu l ts �as  pub l i shed 
by Poher i n  t11o UFO j ourna l s , 
( 6 )  

Poher sho�s i n  a l a te r  
paper  ( 7 )  that  the  "' i  tnesses  
have  rea l l y seen  some t h 1 ng 
because the number  of ae n a t  
UFOs resoe c ts the l a�s o f  
oot i c s ;  a c omoa r i son between 
the durat i ons · o f UFOs and 
� nown phenomena then a l l ows 
him to cone  l ude that the 
s i 9hted phenomenon i s  an 
unK no\ln one , The bas i c  po ints  
o f  these resu l ts are  f i na l l y  
used aoa i n  and expanded i n  the 
ar t i c l e by Poher and Va l lee , 
( 8 )  wh i c h  is sa i d  to ' prov i de 
perhaps the mos t i mpor tant 
ev idenc e yet p rodu c ed to  
demons trate that  the UFO  can  
be representat i ve o f  a new  
phenomenon • , ( 9 )  

THE �EAKNESSES OF THE ' 825 ' 
CASES F ILE 

The number of cases, The 
f i r s t  p rob lem we  meet is the 
i mpor tant d i f f er ence  between 
the a l l eged and ac tua l numbe rs  
of  c ases : Poher  c la ims he used 
a wor ld f i l e o f  825 c ases , but 
his l i s t  a c tua l l y  c onta ins  736 
c ases , The d i f f erenc e is due 
to the ' c l ass i c a l ' s ight ings , 
wh i c h  were c o r re c t fy put 

toge ther i n  one i tem i n  the 
l i s t ,  but  are  e r r oneous l y  used 
s eparate l y  in the s tat i s t i c s : 
these are  suppor ted on 825 
' c ases ' , On the other hand 
the F rench l i s t , the c ases o( 
wh i c h  are extrac ted f ro•  the 
wor ld  one , c onta i ns 220 cases  
as Poher  says , 

. "o reover , the e l im i na t i on 
o f  the �ul t i coded c ases  i s  not 
very ca ref u l , I was ab l e  to 
c he c k  539 wo r ld c ases : i n  th i s  
s e t  there  a r e  s t i  1 1  20 c ases  
wh i ch a re  coded twice  and  3 
c ases whi ch are  c oded three 
t i�es , " i s tak es o r  
i �pre c i s i ons i n  the sour c es 
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• se r i ous • inve s t i ga t i on i s  
ment ioned f o r  o n l y  20 , 71 o f  
cases � and a rr e c i se r e f e r e n c e  
for  5�1 of al c ases , 

I f  we dec i de that the too­
shor t  c ases and the dub i ous 
ones mus t  be ta�en out o f  the 
f i le ,  we must e l im inate 236 
c ases < 53� ) f rom the s e t  I 
checked , A c au t i ous extra­
po l a t i on l eads to the 
e l i m i na t i on o f  43� f ro• the 
who le  wor l d  s e t ; ther e  wou l d  
reuin only 4 1 8  c ases , wh i c h  
i s  ha l f  o f  the a l l eged ' 825 ' 
cases , , ,  

excuse such  doub les  f o r  The carefulness of the 
l i tt l e-k nown observa t i ons , but coding, I ndeed any c od i ng work  
not  for  f a�ous s ight i ngs such  c onta 1 ns some Ill s tak es, but  
as the  Exe ter  o r  Va1 enso l e they seem to be a l i t t L e  too 
ones , So the re  are at  best  7 1 0 numerous and Qu i te se r ious i n  
c ases  i n  Pohe r ' s  l i s t  - Poher ' s  f i l e ,  The c od i ng e r r o r  
i nc l ud i ng 2 1 6  F r e n c h  c ases , 5 r a te i s  v e r y  c l ose  to 1 01 
o f  w h i c h  are  no t l o c a ted i n  ( average cod 1 ng e r r o rs : 3 , 0 ;  
F rance  by Poher , average number  of c har a c te r s  

used : 34 , 3 ,  f ou r  o f  �h·i c h  a r e  
The quali ty o f  the cases, t h e  numoer o f  t h e  c ase ) ,  

We c an f 1 r s t  note that sotae 
sou r c es are not very r e l i ab l e ,  
p�r t 1 cu l a r l y  the _ booKs by van 
Oamken , l'li s r ak 1 and 6u1eu . 
But  l e t  us ' f orget ' th i s , and 
l e t us use two parame t e rs  to  
assess  the  qua l i ty of the 
c ases . A l l  the f o l l ow i ng data 
c on ce rn  U9 wo r l d c ases wh 1 c h  
I c a r e f u l l y co;p a r ed - 11 i th the 
sour c es , 

r r a ted the ' c a se i enath 1 
( that  i s 1  the l ength o f  -tne 
repo r t  1n  the s our c e )  by 
c ompar i son w i th the aver aae 
page l ength o f  the j ou r na l  
Ph�no1enes spa tiaux, �h i c h i s  
the sour c e  aos t l y  used by 
Poher and the f i r s t  I c he c ked . 

There a re  1 n  the l i s t  40t  
o t  • sho r t  c ases • ,  w i th less  
than ha l f  a c o l umn of  
Phsnomenes spa t iaux ( f ewer  

Lake Ti ticaca 
is located among the 

great African lakes 
and Hew South Wales 

in Great Britain 

One qua r te r  of the c ases  
c onta i n  one  o r  seve r a l  s e r 1 ous 
e r rors . Amono the 449 c ases  1 
f ound : 34 Ser l OUS da t e  e r r o r s  
( o f tEn a c o n i us 1 on D c t�een tne 
s i g�t i ng _ date and . the 
puO i l C a t l on d a te ) ;  36 s e n ous 
p l a ce  e r r o r s , suc h as Lak e 
T i t i c a c a  l o c a ted among the 
oreat A f r i c an  l ak e s  or  Ne� 
South Wa l es

. 
i n  G reat  B r i ta i nj seve ra l  s i gh t i ngs are m 1 xea  

together  1 3 t 1 11es ; and so on , 
The c od i ng i s  some t i mes  
f anc i f u l · for instan c e  when 
the ent i ty ' s  head ' l ook ed l i � e  
a n  enormous tuf t o f  ha i r '  i t  
i s  coded ' enor�ous and b a l d  
head • !  Seve r a l  o f  these 
ser ious ; i s takes  f a l s e l y 
r e i n f or c e  the apparent 
re l i ab i l i ty of the obse r­
vat i ons : a s imf l e  depos i t i on 
at the po l i c e  s a t ion  i s  coded 
' o f f i c i a l  i nves t i gat i on ' 1 5  
t i mes , a n  amateur ast r onomer 
is tw i c e  c oded ' p r o f es s i onal  
ast ronome r ' ,  s t r o l l e r s  • c o m i n� 
back  a f ter  a botan i c a l  wa l k  
be come ' resea r che rs • ,  e t c . 

than 1 400 cha r a c te rs ) ;  the r e  
a re  a l so 40 S  o f ' med 1 um 
c ases • ,  w i th between ha l f  a 
c o l umn and a paoe o f  
PMnomenes spa t iaux ( 1 400-5600 
c harac ters ) ,  and 20� of ' l ong 
c ases ' w i th more than a paae , 
There a re  i n  par t i c u l a r  l 2  
c ases � i th f e�er  than 200 
c harac ters  ( 5  l i nes ! ) ,  such as  
the f o l l ow ing :  "4  O c tober 
1 844 : Astronomer 6 l a i s i e r  
repo r ts • lumi nous d i s c s  \lh i c h  
send qu i ck l ight  waves • •  -
these a r e  the only rords about 
the s ight i ng i n  the sour c e !  POHER ' S  REPLY TO MY CRiT I C I SMS 

- Now 1 f  w e  take an 
i nteres t in  the r e l i ab i l i ty o f  
the c as es � e  r ea l i ze that the 
f i l e  c onta i ns f ew exp l a i ned 
c ases ( 4 , 91 )  and too f e� sound 
c ases < 38 = 8 , 51 ) , But the r e  
a re  aany dub i ous c as es < 2 1 , 61 )  
wh i c h  seem eas i ly exp l a i nab l e  
b y  mundane phenomen a ,  and a 
s t rong ma jor i ty ( 292 = 65l ) o f  
i n c onc lus i ve c ases  the re l i­
ab i l i ty on non-r educ i b i l i ty o f  
wh i c h a re  hard  t o  es t i mate , A 

I sent •Y paper to Poher 
bef o r e  it  appeared i n  OVNI 
Presence, I n  a pr i vate  l e t te r , 
Poher r ep l i ed to none o f  111y 
bas i c  c r i t i c i sms  and s a i d  
nothing about t h e  825/736 
d i f f e ren ce  in the number o f  
cases , H i s  o n l y  a rguments  were  
the  f o l lo'l i ng : 1 )  The work was 
a s ta t i s t i c a l s tudy o f  UFO 
repor ts , o f  lfh i c h  the c o d i ng 
a r rors  a r e  a par t ,  not a s tudy 
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o f  UFO s i gh t i ngs - Th i s  i s  
t r ue , b u t  the weaknesses seem 
to have the i r  o r i g in i n  the 
f a c t  that Poher had not 
ver i f i e d  what h i s  anonymous 
c o l l aborators  c oded and how 
they work ed - ; 2)  The s tudy 
\fas tota l l y vo lunta ry  - I t  i s  
a m i t i ga t i ng c i r c ums tan c e "' to 
a c e r ta i n  extent o n l l - ; J )  A 
10� e r ro r  ra te  i s  O\f - H i s  
r a t e  is  near e r  20� , so 1 was 
not s�ver e  enough. - ; 4 )  �Y 
wor k  1s a negat i ve one ; 1 t  
1.1ou l d  have been pos i t i ve  i f  I 
had c o r r e c ted  the m i s takes and 
c om_puted the s ta t i s t i c s  aga i n  
- It is t rue , but  ray purpose 
was to show that  the 
u f o l og i c a l  bu i l d i ng res ts  on 
f l i msy  f ounda t i ons - ; 5 )  
Poher de l i be r a te l y  c ompe l led 
his c o l l abo r a to r s  n ot  to  
s e l e c t  the  s i gh t i ngs - Th is  
s tatement to  ta i l  y c on t r ad i c ts 
Poher ' s  o the r  c l a i ms - ; 6 )  My 
mot i va t i ons \fe re  not ve ry  
honest  bec ause I c ou l d  have 
c onsu l te•j the c as es f o r ms a t  
GEPAN i ns tead o f  spend i ng s o  
� u c h  t i me sear c h i ng f o r  the 
c ases i n  the UFO 1 itera ture -
O f  course ! ( see ( 4 ) above ) ,  
SOME NOTES ON THE STAT IST I CS 

The ini tia l  sta t ist ics 
( .S, 6 )  , I don ' t  k noc; if the 
above c r i t i cisms are 
su f f i c i ent �o des t r oy the 
r e l i ab i l i ty o f  the i n i t i a l  
s ta t i s t i c s  IVh i c h use d i re c t l y  
and s o l e l y  the ' 82.5 c ases ' 
f i l e , In any c ase , the !!los t 
se r i ous p r o b l em i s  that the 
sta t is t ics Pt'ere computed r�i th 
825 1Cases 1 and not 736 ( wh i c h  
a r e  i n  f a c t  7 1 0  d i s t i n c t  c ases 
at  the maximum ) ; t h i s  means 
tha t the c ompu te r  \forked  w i th 
a m i n i mum of 1 1 5 dup l i c ate 
c ases L w i thout ' k no� i ng i t !  

no reover , c ha r ts  in ( 5 )  
p resent r esu l ts f o r  F rench  
s igh t i ngs and f o r e i gn 
s i gh t i ngs ( see F i gure l ) , but 
the l atter a re  i n  f ac t  �orld 
c ases , i n c l ud i ng - the frenc h 
ones , Th i s  11 i s hke 11 i l l  be 
f ound aga in  in f o l l ow i ng 
pape rs  ( 7 , 8 ) ,  

The ARLfiB study, The 
ARLAB Soc i e ty made a f a c tor  
ana l ys i s  o f  the 736 c ases f i l e 
f o r  GEPAN ; t h i s  nu�ber  
i nd i c ates that i t  apparen t l y  
used the 736 punc hed c ards , 
not the • 825 c ases ' l i s t , The 
11a i n  c onc l us i ons of the s tudy 
are as f o l l ows , The data s et 
i s  very  1 i t t l e  s t r u c tured and 
it is very  d i f f i c u l t  to bu i l d  
a typo l ogy o f  t h e  s i ght i ngs ; 
p l ease note that t h i s  
cont rad i c ts Pohe r ' s  rather  
f i r m  c on c l us i ons , (6)  The most 
d i s c r i m inato r y  var i ab l es see!R 
to be the d i stance  and 
dur a t i on of the s i ght i ngs , 
Some g r oups o f  c ha ra c te r i s t i c s  

F i gu r e  l ,  S i ght ing  dur a t i on : c ompa r i son be tween F r ench  and non­
F rench  c ases , a c c o r d i ng to  Poher ( 5 )  and Poher and V a l l ee ( 8 ) , 
Poher  ( 5 )  i nd i c a tes exp l i c i t l y  that the r e  a r e  no F r en ch  c ases 
l as t i ng more  than one day , 
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F i gu r e  2 ,  Number o f  r epo r t s  as a f unc t i on o f  dura t ion  f o r  UFOs 
and k nown phenomena , ac c o r d i ng to  Poher ( 7 )  and Poher and 
Va l l ee ( 8 ) , 
P l ease no te that the k nown rhenomena curve  has a s l i ght l y  
d i f f e rent  f o r m  i n  Poher a n d  V a  l ee ,  A r row  sho�s the pos i t i on o f  
the add i t i ona l po i n t  i n  ( 8 ) , 

seem to emerge  ' the i nter­
pretat ion  o f  wh i c h  c ou l d  be 
qu i te s imp l e ' :  a c tua l l y  I 
th i nk that these groups c ou l d  
b e  i n te r p r e ted  a s  meteors , 
s tar s / p l anets , and aerop l anes , 
' I t seems to be use f u l  to 
e l i ; i na te seve r a l  s i gh t i ngs 
f rom the f i l e and to s ta r t  tne 
ana l ys i s  aga i n  � i th the 
rema 1 n i ng c ases " : liha t a 
conf i rmat i on f o r  my o�n 
ana l ys i s ! D i d  Poher assess the 
ARLAB s tudy as a ' negat i ve ' 
one w i th ' no t  very no nest 
mot i va t i ons ' ?  

10eri ved 1 s t a tistics ,  The 
case of sigh t i .?g dura tion, 
' De r i ved ' s ta t i s t i c s  are  
p resented i n  t�o papers , < 71 8 ) 
the second of �h i c h  is the 
f amous Poher and Va l l ee F�l? 
ar t i c l e ;  ther g i ve new 
r esu l ts , but a so  use r esu l ts 
11h i c h  a r e  taken d i re c t l y  f r om 
the i n i t i a l  s ta t i s t i c s , ( 5 )  So 
they c on f use non-F ench s i ght­
i ngs 111 i th wor l d  ores : this i s  
so f o r  s i gh t i ng du rat i on 1  the 
d i s tance  to  the IJFO , ana  the 
popu l a t i on dens i ty 1n type- 1  
cases i n  the  FSR a r t i c l e ,  

The ' i n f o rmat i on p r o c es­
s i ng '  o f  s i gh t i ng dur a t 1 ons  
deserves  our i n te r es t  be cause  
i t  i s  r ather s t r ange ( see 
F i 9ures 1 and 2 ) , F i r s t , the 
37.3 ' f o r e i gn ' c ases  a re  o r  
c o u r se �or l a c as2s  - i n c l ua i ng 
the  1 35 F r en c h  s i oh t i ng � ; 
.j1Jn : t  l e t  us f o rget  too t h a t  
the a c tua l number i s  f e\1ei'  
bec ause the  doub les  11e r e  not  
e l i m i nated , Then  the  pe r­
c entages i n  the  ' non-F renc h 
c ha r t  ( f igure  1 )  c o r r espond 
on l y  pa r t l y  to the r aw 
resu l ts ,  and the pe r c enta ,�e 
f o r  observat i ons l as t i n·� mo re  
than one day  ( mo r e  o r  less  8� ) 
i s  absur d ,  Poher  c an be 
tota l ll exc used f o r the 
i n i t i a  m i s take  i n  ( 5 ) , �he r e  
i t  w a s  swamped by thousands o f  
da ta , b u t  I am amazed that 
' exper ts ' such  as P ohe r and 
Ya l l Ae rep r oduc ed the c ha r t  
w i thout c ommen t i n  the i r  FSR 
paper , Moreove r , the abs c i ssae 
o f  the po i nts  i n  F i gure  2 are 
rather a r b i t ra r y; D ,  
Breysse ( 3 )  po i n ts out tha t 
the shape of the UFO curve has 
the r e f o r e  no  mean i ng 1 and that 
the c ons t ru c t i on of  the k nown­
phenomena c u r ve is  tota l l y  
ar b i t ra r y , 

Las t but  not  l eas t ,  Poher 
and Va l l ee r eproduce the 
curves f r om L 'lleronautiq_ue e t  
l 'Ast ronaut.ique i n  t he  flying 
Saucer Reviet�, but but 
someth i ng cu r i ous happened 
dur i ng the p r o c ess  to the UFO 
curve : an  add i t i onal  po i n t  i s  
sho111n i n  FSR ( see  a r r ow i n  
F i gu re  2 ) , s o  that the tot a l  
number o f  c ases i s  ac tua l l X c l ose to the men t i oned ' S Ov 
cases ' , , ,  Apparen t l y , the 
curve i tse l f  1s not  wrong ( f )  



but i t  seems tha t ' so�eone ' 
( who ? ) added one po i n t  to the 
curve in  order to obta i n  the 
' 508 ' ' exfec ted ' cases ! Wou l d  
n o t  a n  un o r tunate c omb i nat i on 
of c i r cuas tances have l ed to a 
true data aan ipu lat ion?  

grounds f o r  hav i ng some doubts 
aboutthe i r  va l t d i ty : the 
d i f f erence beheen the 825 
a l leged c ases , wh i c h  �ere used 
i n  the s ta t i s t i c a l  
c a l cu lat ions , and t h e  736 
' ac tual ' c ases in the 1 i s t  is 
f or �e suf f i c ient , But th i s  is 
a f ter a l l  on ly one of the 
numerous exa1p ies �h i c h  sho� 

CONCLUS ION 

I cannot say I have 
p roved that Poher ' s  sta t i st i c s  
have no va lue , Ho11eve r , I 
thi nk there  are enough 
NOTES 

how competent  s c i ent i sts  
f orget the i r  prof ess ional  
metfiodo logy and sk i l l s when 
they dea l w i th u f o l ogy , , ,  

A ,  

8 ,  

c 1 

0 ,  

E .  

F ,  

There  i s  no men t i on o f  Poher ' s  work  i n  Sach ' s  The IJFO 
Encyclopedia, Story ' s  encyc loped ia  ( 1 1 )  conta i ns on ly  
th ree  a l lus i ons to  Poher ' s  stat i s t i c s  ( pp ,  1 32 ,  1 59 ,  1 60 )  
but the f i rs t  one c onc erns the FSR pape r , J ,  Rand l es 
ment ions the l a t ter  seve r a l  t i mes , but  apparen t l y  never 
Poher ' s  i n i t i a l  resu l ts ,  
The resu l ts were f i r s t  pub l i shed i n  O'INI Presence ( 4 ) , I 
re fer  to th i s  paper f o r  the expos i t i on of 1y �ethodo logy , 
and f o r  aany deta i l s and exa�p l es , I thank Mar i e  O iez for 
her rev i s i on of •Y trans l a t i on i nto Eng l i sh , 
Rev i ews Pheno1tines spa tiaux and Luantires dans la nui t :  
book s by von Oan i ken , Edwards ( 2 ) �.- Gu i eu , Lor enzen ( 2 ) , 
Va l l ee , the Condon repo r t  etc , t here  are  a l so F r en ch  
of f i c ia l  r epor ts  ( 69 c ases � and th ree  d i r ec t l y c onnec ted 
tes t i aon i es ,  
Acc ord ing to R ,  Fouer e  and R ,  Wes t rum i n  S tory ' s  
encyc loped i a , the Groupement d ' Etude de Pheno�enes Aer i ens 
< GEPA - p l ease don ' t  c o n f us e  i t  w i th GEPMO , wh i c h  pub­
l ished PhenotJtines spa tiaux, was large l y  i nvo l ved in the 
i n i t i a l  work ( ( 1 1 )  p ,  60 ) ,  
Th i s  does not concern  the s tudy o f  c o r r e lat i ons between 
UFO s ight i ngs and geomagnet i c  d i s tu rban c es , wh i c h  uses a 
par t l y  d i f f erent data base and �h i c h  is  exc l uded f r om iiY 
r e v i elll , S ,  Carapbe l l  �as ve r y  seve re  111 i th the geomagne t 1 c  
c o r re l at i on study i n  FSR, V o l  28 , No , 3 ,  pp , 28- i i i ,  
as I wrote  i t  wrong ly  i n  ( ( 4 ) , p ,  39 ) ,  
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and W i l l-o f - the-� i sp , I 
po i n ted out to h i 1  that the re  
�as  a s i mp l e  exp lanat ion  f or 
repo r ts of su ch  ob j e c ts , 
na�e l y  that they a re  s ta r s , 
but seen at such  l ow a l t i tude 
that the i r  true nature  �as not 
r e c ogn i sed , A t  nea r- the­
hor i zon a l t i tudes br i ght  s ta rs  
( and p lanets ) su f f e r  seve r a l  
atmospher i c  d i s to r t i ons 
i nc l ud i ng r�agn i f i c a t i on unde r 
c a l m  c ondit i ons due to 
abno rmal  re f rac t i on , 

I n  add i t i on obs ervers  o f  an 
i so l a ted l i ght tend to  see i t  
f l i t  about due t o  autok i nes i s . 

· Very  many o f  the r epo r ts i n  
�pookligh ts  des c r i be auto­
k i nes i s , a phenomenon wh i c h  
1 e d  some t o  be l i eve  that the 
ob j e c t  was a lumi nous ow l ! 
Another c l ue is the f a c t  that 
on ;any oc c as i ons the l i ght  
c ou l d  no t be r eac hed even 
though i t  was f o l l o�ed f or a 
grea t d i s tance , An obj e c t s een 
repeatedly  i n  the same spot i s  
110s t l i k e ly t o  b e  a n  
astronoM i c a l  body , Thus Kee l 
was a l most  cer ta i n l y  see ing  
s ta r s  i n  1_ 967 , The  i l lus i ons 
o f  the approach o f  suc h a s ta r  
i s  c aused b y  a n  i n c r ease i n  
b r i ghtness ( and/or  s ize )  as  
noted  by "r  T ,  S i ngton ; the 
l igh t he saw did not pass over 
h ira  bec ause rt cou l d  not do 
so , Mos t  observe rs , because 
the do not k now the true 
nature of the l ight , assume 
tha t it i s  r e l at i v e l y  c l ose , 
They have nei ther s i ze nor 
d i s tance c lues and s o  take 
( in co r rec t >  guesses about both 
parameters , I n  c o11p l ete  
dark ness observers  may 
( �rong l y )  assume that a l ight 
is below the i r  hor i zon , 
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1 1  

m i s interpreta t i on o f  s ta rs , I t  
i s  l i k e l y  that i t  i s  
assoc i ated w i th 1arshy 
groundbecause such ground is 
usua l ly  f l at , extens ive and 
t ree l ess , so  o f f e r i ng a good 
v i ew towards the hor izon , 

� i l l s has shown that a 
c hem i c al  exp lanat ion f or � i l l ­
o f - the-W i sp i s  not . v i ab l e ,  but  
he was  una�are that the  
p r ob l em he  was t r y i ng to so l ve 
i s  not  a p rob l em at a l l ,  S i nce  
the  l i gh ts  do not  have any 
c onne c t 1 on 11i th urshy groun•j 
( o r  the Ear th a t  a l l )  there  i s  
n o  po i n t  in  t r y i ng to  f i nd a 
chem i c a l  exp lanat t on , I t  i s  
no t sc i ent i s ts �ho have 
l abe l l ed W i l l -of -the-� i so 
ignis fa tuus; the anc i ents  
ga�e  the . ohenomenon tha t name!  
1 oaay s e  1 en c e  1 s .not  aware  or  
the ex i stence  o f  any phenom­
enon o f  th i s  natur e ,  

B e c ause o f  the l a c k  o f  deta i l s 
I �as not ab l e  to i dent i f y  
mos t  o f  the l i ghts r epor ted i n  
Spooklights1 but i n  some c ases 
i dent i f t c at 1on  was poss i b l e , 
the • Whi tburn L i gh t ' �as 
A r c  turus , and so11e other 
1 i ghts could be ident i f i ed as 
S i r i us and Vega , the l ights 
seen f rora the Bur ton Oass e t t  
H i l l s � e r e  p robab ly  stars , bu t  
l a c k  o f  deta i l  made i dent­
i f i c a t i on i mposs i b l e , A l i ght 
seem by an Adm i r a rty 
I n te l l igenc e  Of f i c e r  over 
Dar tmoor i n  1 9 1 5  cou l d  be  
ident i f i ed as the  p l anet  
Jup i ter  seen through t nter­
ll i t tent c l oud , 

I f ee l  conf i dent that g i ven 
adequate deta i ls  all the 
l ights cou l d  be ident i f ied , 
the l ights repor ted dur i ng the 
We l sh Rev iva l  of  1 905 and 
those 11ore re cen t l y  repor ted 
f roa Hessda l en i n  Norway have 
the same exp l anat ion ; they a re  
a l l astronom i c a l  obj e c ts , 
There  i s  no c onnec t ion bet�een 
the l i ghts and geo l og i c a l  
f au l ts ;  the Tec ton i c  S t ra i n  
Theory  ( as C l aude �auge shows 
in /'fagonia 24 i s  f lalieO , 
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�n  v i e� o f  C l ark e ' s  unc r i t i c a l  
r e f e rence  t o  The Dragon 
p ro j e c t I mus t say  tnat 
Robb i n ' s a c c ount ( Circles of 
Stone, 1 985 ) i s  a 
r amb l 1 ng , specu l a t i ve work , 
l ong on anecdotes and ideas 
and sho r t  on s c i e n t i f i c data , 
I t  conta ins s i l l y d i ag r ams and 
�ean i ng less g raphs , but  
abso lute l y  n o  ev1den c e  that  
the c i r c l es are  anyth i ng but  
s i l en t !  Rob b i ns has f a i l e d  to  
inte rest  the  s c i ent i f i c  
c omllun i ty i n  h i s  Pro j e c t , and 
I p red i c t  tha t  he never w 1 l l ,  

Steuart  Campbell, Edinburgh 

Dear  John 

Jenny Rand l es '  f o l l ow-up to 
our A l l i ngham exoos e  r equ i r es 
a f e� C Oilllents , rt i s  no t  true 
to say , as she has ,  that 
Patr i c k �oo r e  threatened her 
If i th a 1 atisu i t �hen she 
c ha l l enged him in 1 983 , She 
k i nd l y  sho�ed �e h i s rep l y ,  
and howeve r  evas i v e  i t  was , he  
11ade no su c h threat , A l l  he  
said  11as � h a t  he 11 i gh t tak e 
so�e  ( ur : - � : : f i ed ) ac t i on 
aoa i n s t ll e  . : went  t o o  f a r , 
A - s i � i l ar � i e�s r e p l y  he 
gave rae sa i a  . il.t i f  I �an ted 
to pub l i s h  ar. ·r :h i ng I s�ou l d  
c o n ta c t  h 1 s  so l l C l to r s  f l i s t , 
#ard l y  the same as i l a�su i \ , 

The ques t ion  lfas not that 
Steuar t and I had c l a i �ed that 
P� 11as the author ( assua i ng o f  
course that w e  had g o t  the 
r i ght  aan ) but that we had 
' honourab l e  i ntentions ' and 
were not out to smear h i s  
c harac ter , A s i a i l ar 11arning  
was g i ven se by the edi tor  of  
Ne� Scientist, The r e f o r e  i t  
was not the expos� i ts e l f  that 
was r i sk y ,  11er e l y  the 11or d i ng 
of c e r ta 1 n  port ions of i t ,  

A s  regards �oo re b o f  c ou r s e  he 
ought to have een debunked 
l ong , l ong ago ,  and in f a c t  
the evi denc e to  d o  th i s  was 
p r esent back i n  1 954 , On ly one 
month af ter  Flying Saucer from 
lfars c ame out another Moo r e  
book appeared f ro� the sa�e 
pub l i she r : Suns lfyths and 
/fen, The s tory  o{ Ga l i l eo to l d  
the r e  mat c hes the one in  FSF/1 
ve ry  c l o se ly  in  c e r ta in  words 
and phrases , a l�os t as i f  he 
had w r i t  ten the11 both on the 
s ar�e day , It �ou l d  have 
r eou i red a real  s t roke  of 
geri i us f o r  anyone to have 
s p o t ted th i s ,  but i t  11as a i l  
the re at the t i�e . 

I have of ten 1ondered i f  
anyone ever susoec ted h i �  ba c k  
i n  those e ar l y  days , and 
whether they cha l l enged h 1 �  
then . A l as . iJn l  y one -aan c an 
ans�er  tha t , 

Fre e !  
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Llewellyn 
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New Times, a FREE magazine/ catalogue overflowing with 
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The c h i e f  v i c t ims o f  the  spoof 
see• to  have been Des1ond 
Les l i e ,  Lord Oowdi ng and 
Waveney S i rvan , . Oowdi ng vas 
c ha i rman o f  the aeet i ng where  
' A l l ingham ' tade his  so le 
appea r anc e ,  wh i le 8i rvan was 
also taken in by "oore ' s  
c h i c anery  i n  1 963 over the 
Cha r l ton Crater f iasco ,  As i t  
vas , the book ach ieved seve r a l  
f or e ign ed i t ions and �as

b 
f o r  

true be l i eve r s , a great oas t 
to the Adamsk i s to ry , 

I p r ed i c t that �oo r e  w i l l  keep 
h i s  mouth  shut on UFOs i n  
f utu re , b u t  i f  n o t  re ade rs  c an 
no� g i ve h i m  a dose o f  h i s  own 
ned i c ine , and re legate  a l l  h i s  
ant i -UFO rav i ngs to  t h e  b i n ,  

Christopher Mlan, A l sager , 
S tok e-on-Trent , 

Oear John 

To co�aen t b r i e f l y  on Chr i s  
A l l en ' s  l e tte r , F i rs t l y , I do 
not have the rep l y  wh i ch Moo r e  
sent  ae  i n  1 983 , Peter  
War r  i ng ton has the f i l e  
nater i a l , but  c annot tra ce  i t  
s i n c e  lov i ng , He  shares ay  
f ee l i ng about the spec i f i c 
nature  of Moo re ' s threa t , 
hav 1 ng seen  the letter  ao re 
rec ent l y  than  I .  

The l e t  t e t' : =n t  �oor e 
adv i s ed h i 11  tha t Chr i s  A l l an 
had unc overed  ev i den c e  of what 
he had done . I �aaae it c l ear 
tha t it  us not ny p l ac e o r  
i n ten t i on to pub l i s n l but  that  
the  o r i g i na l  researc ner ;ay do 
s o , I sugges ted  that �oar e 
c orae  c l ean  h i ase l f  be f ore the 
aed i a  f ound out , In h is c u r t  
rep ly  he d i d ,  to  ty reco l­
l ec h o n , 1ak e a qu i te spec t f i c  
thr eat o f  l ega l  ac t ion  i f  the 
story  was pub l ished , H i s  
wor d 1 ng v a s  ' you ' , whi c h  I 
took i n  the c ontext  as 
d i r e c ted a t  ae persona l l y ,  

I obv i ous l y  have n o  des i re to 
c ou r t  any a c t ion  f ro•  the 
ast ronoaer and woul d  not lay 
c la i 1  to  th i s  threat if  it  was 
not a s in c e r e  i n te rp retation I 
p l aced upon the �ord ing of 
�cor e ' s rep l y ,  From what Chr i s  
A l l en says i t is ev iden t  �oor e  
d i d  have l ega l a c t ion  in  a i nd ;  
you hardl y  te l l someone t o  
c on tact  h 1 s  so l i c itor other­
w i s e , 

I �ou ld  just 1 ike to conf i r t  
that t h e  story as i t  appeared 
in the Peter Tory co luan in 
The Star was a total f abr ic-

. a t i on  as far as  anyth i ng 
a t t r i bu ted to ae i s  conc ernecf, 
"Y total  conve r s a t ion  vi th  
Tory  was  as  quo t ed on  paoe 20 
of the last  lfagoni a, 1 was 

par t i c u lar l y anxious not to  
beco�e invo lved in  any 
controversy  invo l v ing a aaj o r  
B B C  p e rsona l i ty , as I was a t  
tha t  t i 11e i n  the f i nal  s tases 
of  p roduc i ng ay BBC r aa i o  
ser i es , 

Of course , the p ro;i ses o f  
j ourna l ists  are  n o t  wor th 
tuppen ce , as �os t  of us 
rea l ise , The wo rs t thing I d i d  
w a s  no t  to p u t  t h e  phone down 
on To r y  the �oment  he sa id  �ho 
he was , Any c onne c t ion bet�een 
the · truth and �ha t  Tory s a i d  
in  h i s  f eatures  ( about A l l ing­
haa and P r i n c e  Cha r les ) seess 
to be pure c o i n c idenc e ! 

Jenny Handles, Wa r r ington , 
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GELLER Ur i and Guy Lyon 
PLAYFA i R , The 6eller Effec t ,  
Jonathan Cape , 1 986 , £ 1 0 , 95 ,  

U r i  Ge l l er  ( or Spur i ous Fe l l er  
as N i na Mysk o\1 m i •aht pre f e r ) 
s i ts do�n � i th 6u l l 1 b l e  Guy , a 
c rate of Barb i c an and a box o f  
bage l s  to c hron i c l e  the  lates t 
es c apades i n  the 1 i fe and 
t i mes of the Cut l ery  K i d . And 
�hat t i mes ! Do�s i ng for the 
Mex i can  P res i dent ( Here ' s  a 
ra i l l ion  do l l a r s , U r i ,  f i nd me 
some go l d )  - Ge l l er ' s  
tec hn i que : f l y i ng a long in a 
1 i ght ai r e  raf t .,_ i  th h i s  hand 
ou t  o f  t h e  w i ndow ! 

Spy ing f o r  the FB I ( Just  have 
a psyc h i c  peep i nto the 
Rus s i an Er.bass y ,  IJ r i , and te l l  
us lfhat ' s  wha t ) ,  6e l l e r takes 
a �a l k  round the b l o c k  and 
g i ves his ' i �pres s i ons ' ,  

Boogy i ng w i th the in ternat­
iona l j e t-set  - Adna; 
Khas sog i ' s  b i r thday bash -
Ge l l e r  bends a spoon and 
imp lants ' peac e '  1 nto the 
came l j oc k y ' s  b i l l i on do l l ar  
bra i n , I t  1 s  a l l  the s tu f f o f  
l egend , I f  detrac tors  such a s  
the G r e a t  Randi read th i s  l o t  
they w i l l  be f oam i ng at the 
raouth , Because � f a i r  oo ' s ,  you 
have to hand i� to Se l l er : f o r  
a man  whose  ma i n  c l a i m  to f ame 
i s  that he can paranorma l l y 
bend spoons < co r ! what a 
use f u l  g i f t )  he has 11ade 
h imse l f  a M i l l i ona i re < co r ! 
what a very usef u l  g i f t ) ,  

And perhaps that i s  the po i n t , 
U r i  c a l l s  h i rase l f  ' an enter­
tai ne r ' throughout the book 
and that i s  j us t  what he i s , 
I f  the wea l thy , g reedy f o r  
even 11ore buc k s , f ork  out 
( f or k  - gedd i t ? )  vas t  su111s to 
emp l oy h 1 s  w i l d  ta lents then 
who c an b l arae h i ll  for tak i ng 
them up on the i r  o f f e r s ?  

B u t  what of  the Ge l l e r  Ef f e c t ?  
We l l  the book t e l l s  us , a s  
raany o the rs  have aone , 
prec i se ly  noth ing , Sel ler  says 

11()()1{ 
lli�\TJJ�ltrs 

he doesn ' t  k no\f how he doe s , 
but does i t  he does - to g reat  
E f f ec t ,  

There i s  an i nteres t i ng 
sec t i on penned by Gul l ib l e  
Guy , who rea l ly shoul d  have 
h i s  wr i s ts s lapped for f a l l i ng 
f o r  soae very  s it� l e  par l ou r  
t r i c k s  < U r i  ' s  i n f an t  s on ' s  
a i r l i ne t ind-read ing  t r i c k 
be ing a good exatp l e )  about 
P , K ,  par t ies  he l d  i n  the 
U ,  , S , A ,  wh i ch have proved that 
Se l le r ' s  f eats can be  
a c coap l ished by groups us i ng 
r e lat 1 ve l y  s i aple techni ques , 

Bas i c a l l y  the book i s  noth i ng 
more than what one 11 i gh t  
expec t :  a P , R ,  j ob f o r  Ge l le r . 

The r e  i s  a thorough wh i tewash 
o f  the noto r i ous  " I  ara a 
repr esentat i ve o f  the Cosm i c  
�as ter r a c e  ' The N i ne ' "  d i s­
c losures wh i c h  the erabar rassed 
U r i  t.1ou ld  p r e f e r  f o rgo t te n  
( se e  h i ra  squ i rm on  t h e  Wogan 
show? ) ,  Great emphas i s  i s  
p la c ed on the Go l den  Spoon­
bender ' s hones ty and i n tegr i ty 
- he ' s  j us t  a n 1 c e  Jew i sh  boy , 

But  11or a l  ques t i ons shou l d  be  
ask ed , I f  Ge l le r  i s l beneath 
the surf ace of tne Wor l d  
Famous Ente r ta i ne r , to any 
degree a l t ru i s t i c , �hy doesn ' t 
he put  h i s  ' po�er s ' to good 
use? For a man who can 
i n te r f ac e  w i th the mo lecu l es 
o f  teaspoons and s c r a1b l e  
c omputer  d i s c s , why n o t  do 
some th i nc rea l l y  c ons t r uc t i ve 
and j uggl e  a f ew human mo l­
e c u l es and  c ure  A I DS f o r  
i ns tanc e ?  

I a11 i nc l i ned to  th i nk tha t 
Se l l e r  does possess powe rs 1 as  
did  Raspu t i n  and C r ow l ey , aa  
a l so  s ira i lar l y  i n c l i ned to  
t h i nk that  we can  expe c t  about 
as rauch  f rom h i m  as we d i d  
f ro1a  the• . 

Of c ourse , th i s  may be j us t  
sour  g rapes o n  ra y  par t  - I f o r  
i ns tance d o  a passab l e  Char l es 
Laughton impers ona t i o n ,  and my 
Cary  g rant has been ha i l ed as 
uncanny , but do I get a Royal  
Command Per f ormance?  Does 
anrbody o f f e r  le a m i l l i on 
do l ar s  to  wagg l e  my head out 
of a l ight a i r c ra f t  w i ndow? I 
sho u l d  5 e  so l uc k y !  Rober t 
Nankin 

McEWAN , Graha1 , Hystery 
�nimals of Bri tain and 
Ireland, Rober t  H a l e  Ltd , 
1 986 , £9 , 95 ,  

Say i ng that th i s  i s  the best 
survey o f  Br i t i s h  c rypto­
zoo l ogy s 1n c e  the Bords ' 
c lass 1 c  Alien Animals of 1 980 
i sn ' t say i ng very much a t  a l l ,  
Pub l ishers  have been unf or­
g ivab l y  s l ow to  latch on to 
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the poten t i a l  o f  our phanto1 

f e l i nes, sea-serpents , Nes s i e­
looka l i K es and the other  
s t r ange l i f e  that teems i n  the 
pages of For tean j ourna l s , 

Pr esented i n  a f ormat  that 
owes auch to the Bord work 
Hystery Animals, , ,  M c Ewan 
i sn ' t  daunted by the sheer 
vo l urae of  mate r i a l  that needs 
to  be  processed , Se l e c t i ng 
f rom the best  i n  pr i n t , ana 
throw i ng in  some r esear c hes  of 
h i s  own , He  c overs a lot o f  
awkward ground and mos t ll w i th 
f i ne economy : I woul dn • have 
thought it pos s i b l e  to see the 
Su r rey Puma c overed in j us t  
ten pages and y e t  f i nd 11ys e l  f 
th i nk i ng that not  much mo re  
needed lo be  sa id , The author 
avo ids c l utte r i ng h i s  text and 
du l l i ng the appet i ve as he 
moves f rom repo r t  to repo r t , 
s tead i l  'f but not s to l i d l y , 
Nov i ces to the f i e l d  need 
some th i ng 1 ike thts , and they 
w i l l  f t nd it c apt i va t i ng , 
Expe r i en ces For teans may not  
be as rooted to the page , but  
I ' d be  surp r i sed i s  they  don ' t  
f i nd someth i ng net.1 he re , 

The book opens w i th a l ook at 
b i g- cat  s ight i ngs ; a rguab l y 
the bes t chagter  of the book 
i nsof ar as a l o t  o f  i t  rill  be 
new to a l l but a hand f u l  of ­
:pec i a l i s t s , and even here Mr 
Mc Ewan o f f er s  f resh i n f o r ­
llla t i on e le i c i ted by h i s  
appea l s  i n  l o c a l  and reg i onal  
papers , 

The text proc eeds v i a  sea 
serpents - e�pha s i s  here on 
Morgat.1r  - to l ak e  1on s ters . 
The treatraent o f  the Loch Ness 
Monster  raay seem less  than 
1 00� success f u l , but on l{ when 
you cons ider that if a 1 the 
1 i terature on i t  were d ropped 
i n  the Loc h  you cou l d  p robab l y  
wa l k  dry-f oot  f rom I nverness 
to For t Augus tus , Yet  the 
ac counts are  we l l -se le c ted , 
and M cEwan s cores  by s tress i ng 
the dry  land s ight 1 ngs  of the 
Mons ter , 

The f o l l ow i ng B l a c k  Dog 
chapter r e i nf o r c es a susp i c i on 
whi ch has been i n t roduc ed 
w i thout c rammi ng i t  down 
reade r s ' throats : that a t  t i me 
these ostens i b l y  f lesh and 
b l ood an i ma l s  seem to  possess 
downr i ght unwo r ld l y  p r oper­
t ies , The  big  cats  parade 
through bu i l t-up areas , yet 
l eave f ew phys i c a l  t ra ces of 
the i r  go i ng ; I r i sh water 
1onsters  are repor ted f rom 
loughs s car c e l y  b i gger  than 
ponas ; c amer as tak e i t  upon 
themse lves to ma l f unc t i on at 
c ruc i a l  moment s , 

By now a sub t l e  c hange o f  tone 
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has come over the book ; as the 
number  of  sk i mmed . pages 
dec reases , so the d ivers i ty of 
the an i ma l s ,  and it mus t be 
sa i d ,  the i r  i nc red ib i l i ty , 
i n c r eases , Career i ng througn 
the l as t  50 pages are  Ow l 1an , 
W i l dmen , Wo l f �en , the Bor ley 
Bug , the S ta f f s  f1onk ey-"an . . .  
ana s in ce  you ask , the 
Brent f ord G r i f f in is her e  as 
'ie 1 1  on p ,  1 53 ,  

These accounts a r e  f asc i nat ing 
i n  the i r  way , The quest ion is 
whether some of them rea l l y  
be l ong i n  abook about mystery  
a n i mals , I sn ' t  there a 
qua l i ta t i ve d i f f erenc e ,  bet­
'ieen say f1orgawr  and  the B i g  
Grev Man of ]en MacOhui I an 
20- 30 f eet  of h i m ?  The author 
'iou ld  probab l y r ep l y  that we 
c e r ta in l y  need the Big G r ey 
�an et al bec ause the he l p  
11ak e a case  f o r  regard i ng 
11ys tery  anima l s  as part of  a 
b roader �_ con t i nuous trad i t ion 
o f  en t i t ies wh i c h  assume 
an ima l  shapes , To h im  there i s  
on l y  a d l f f erence  of  degree  
beheen a phantom f e l ine , and 
the b i -peda l crop-eared ' hare ' 
that haunted Abbey House i n  
Camb r i dgesh i r e ,  So  inc l us ion 
o f  tese b i za r r i t i es under l i nes 
the a r gum en t tha t where  
�ys tery  an i ma l s  afe c oncerned , 
a s t r a i ght  cho i c e  bet�een 
dec i d i ng they are phys i c a l l y  
real  or  th ings par tak ing o f  a 
11ore par a-phys i c a l  nature 
isn ' t  easy , 

Th is  is a very  good book then , 
Some may f ee l  i t  woul d  be 
bette r  s t i l l  f o r  the inc lus i on 
of more  ana l y s i s  of  spec i f i c 
inc i dents and more theoret i c a l  
d iscuss ion , even i f  that meant 
g iv i ng the B i g  Grey Man and 
the Bar l ey bug the chop , 

Space pera i t t ing  the r e  are  
ques t i ons we c ou 1 d have hoped 
to see posedi even though they 
aren ' t  l i k e  y to have been 
answer ed , If aystery an i ma l s  
a re  11enta l ef f fe c ts , we need 
to look c loser at whe r e  the 
sou r c e  uter ial  comes f ro11 
( and of course  how it  gets 
her e )  as �e l l  as i ts symbo l i c 
func tion . .  , i f  any ,  On the 
r a t i onal i s t  s i de ,  we need to  
l ook at  how k nown an i ma l s  may 
r e l ate to �hat ' s  go i ng on : I ' m 
th ink i ng espec i a1 ly of the 
grow i ng susp i c i on that f er a l  
c ats may be mo r e  than s l i gh t ly 
connec ted 'i i th aspects  of the 
' phantom f e l i ne bus i ness , 
/'fichael 6oss , 

SK I NNER , Bob , Toad in the Hole
,; source ma terial t.."ln the Entombed T1..1ad Pheno01enon, 

F o r tean T i mes O c c as i on a l  Pape r s  NO , 2 ,  1 986 , $ 1  , 50 ,  

L i k e  the a n i ma l s  o f  the t i t l e ,  For tean Times' s O c c as i ona l Pape r s  ser i es h a s  been 
r esu r r e c ted a f t e r  l eng thy qu i es c enc e , and th i s  s c ho l a r l y  s tudy ·shows t h a t the 
p r o j e c t  is s t i l l  f u l l o f  l i f e  - not  a l ways the c as e  w i th the en tombed toads f eatured 
i n  r ep or t s  c u l l ed by Bob Sk i nner  a c r os s  a 200-year  p e r i od , 

" A  b r i ef over v iew o f  the l i t e r a t u r e "  p aves the way f o r Rober t P l o t ' s  d i s c uss i on o f  
t h e  phenomenon and i ts poss i b l e  c auses ( 1 696 ) , f o l l owed by �nnua l Register 's 1 79 1  
ex t r a c t o f  c ases  t r ans l ated f r om  the French  o f  Oe l a f ond , The l ongest  sec t i on o f  the 
monograph c omes c ar e  of Ph i 1 ip Hen r y  Gosse ( The Romance of Na tu raJ Hi story> wh i e h  
quo tes the c l ass i c  b u t  s l i gh t l y  m i s l ead i ng Bu c k l and exper i men ts  when a number  o f  
t oads w e r e  p u t  t o  the i mmur eme n t  tes t under c o n t r o l l ed c ond i t i ons - and f a red r a ther  
be t te r  than l a t e r  w r i te r s  seemed to  have r ea l i sed , 

Ba l anc i ng t h i s ,  Andr e w  W i l son ' s  bare l y-po l i te and no t- too-per suas i ve . Leisure Time 
Studies p i e c e  ( 1 879 ) seek s to redu c e  the th i ng to " ta l es , , ,  dev o 1 d  o f  a c tua l 
f ounda t i on .. . But  c ons i de r  the f i na l sec t i on on ' Some eye-w i tness a c c ount • rang i ng 
f r om  c ,  1 575- 1 943 and you may c on c u r  when Bob Sk i nn e r  r emarks  that s c ep t i c a l  demo l ­
i t i ons o f  t h e  W i l son  tyP.e f a i l t o  r e c ogn i se a mos t sa l i ent  po i n t : the ac c ounts  o f  
the  entombed  toads need  to  be  d i vo r c ed fr o m  a l l  the f anc i f u l  a n d  i mP. r obab l e  theo r i es 
wh i c h a t tempted to ex p l a i n  them , The pr i c e  pa i d  f o r  suc h spec u l a t � on was that  the 
f l aws in th 1 nk i ng tended to d i s c r ed i t  the a c c ounts  themse l ves , but  1 t  seems tha t the 
mode r n  zoo l og i sts  quo ted on page 6 are m o r e  en l i gh t ened , In shor t ,  a f ter  yea r s  of 
neg l e c t  the ac c ounts  are now more or l ess  taken  as a c c eptab l e  - regar d l ess of wha t 
the exp l ana t i on beh i nd them m i gh t  be , . 

Suppor ted by extens i ve f oot-no t i ng and a b i b l i og r aphy that is wo r th the pr i c e  on i ts 
own T1..1ad 1 n  the Hole c an ' t  f a i l to bec ome a standard  .tex t ,. And i t  ough t to rem� i n  
th a t way u n t i 1 t h e  author  h as. a c hanc e t o  super  c ede 1 t .  W l  th a �u � h  1 onger ' ·  s t 1 l l  
m o r e  deta i l ed toad s tudy wh 1 c h he ' s  c u r r en t l y  p r epar 1 ng ,  Amb 1 t 1 ous pub l 1 s he rs , 
p l ease t a k e  note ! 11ichael 6oss 

NE�MAN , Pau l , 6ods and 6raven 
!11ag_es,• the chalk hill figures 
of Bri tai� Robe r t  Ha l e , 1 987 , 
£12, 95 , 
ihe great  p i c tur e5 of �h i te 
horses and nak ed g iants ca rved 
out of the c ha l k  on down l and 
h i l l s i des ac ross Southe r n  
Eng l and r e ta i n  a c ons i derab l e  
po�e r to fasc i nate , L i k e  the 
s tone c i r c les , h i l l - f o r ts and 
bur i a l  raounds that are f ound 
i n  the same ar eas they appear 
to  s tand at the boundar y  of  
the natu r a l  and a r t i f i c ia l ; 
the wor k  of human i ty but 
tota l l y  i n tegrated �ith the 
l andscape ar ound them , They 
o f f e r , i n  the i r  starkness , a 
l ack  of ev idence  of l i nk s � i th 
any spec i f i c per i od ,  that 
seems to p lac e them outs i de 
h istory  as common ly 
unders tood , 

The standard survey of these 
f igures is  Mor r is Marp l es ' s  
Vhi te Horses and Other Hill 
Figures, wri tten i n  1 949 , 
A Hhough th i s  book i nev i ta b l e  
c overs t u c h  t h e  same g round , 
the two surveys a r e  very 
d i f f erent , L i k e  Mar p l es 
Newun surveys the h i s to r i ca l  
r e f erences  to  and theo r i es o f  
the or i g i ns o f  the o l der  
f igu res such  as the Long_ Man 
of Wi l11 ington and the Uff i ng­
ton horse , and then look s at  
the  work  of more  re cent  
i m i tato r s  such as e i gh teenth 
c entury  squ i res c a r v 1 ng out 
the i r  own wh i te horses , or 
Wor l d War I soldiers cutt i ng 

r eg i mental  badges i n  the tur f , 
Ho�eve r , where  Mar p l es cou ld  
r e l egate f r i nge theor i es about 
the or i g i ns of the o lder 
f i gu res to  a l os t  e i ghteenth 
and n i ne teenth c entury  wor ld  
of  rura l  c l e rgymen and 
gen t l eman amateur ar chaeo l ­
ogists  propoundi ng i deas about 
D r u i ds , today a who l e  nelf 
wor l d  o f  f r 1 nge a r c haeo logy 
has grown up , The cha l k 
f i gures have been inc orporated 
i n to the wor l d o f  l eys and 
ter res t r i a l  zodi acs , Ley 
hunters have produc ed charts  
to  show , f o r  examp l e ,  how  the 

whi te horses o f  W i l tsh i re f o r �  
huge isoc e l es t r i ang l es , un­
concerned by the fac t tha t 
th i s  construc t i on l i nks  gen­
u i ne anc i ent  f i gures w i th 
l ater i t i t a t i ons . 

Mr Newraan g ives his readers a 
c l ear and 1eve l -headed survey 
o f  such ideas , and one 
suspec ts that he i s  sens i t ive  
to the i r  appeal  and  wou l d  l i k e  
t o  be l i eve thea 1ore  than h i s  
know l edge o f  a r chaeo logy te l l s 
h i ll  is poss i b l e , When he 
expresses h i s  o�n j udgements 
on the or i g i ns of  the tor e  



obscure f i gures h is con­
j ec tures on probab l e  o r ig ins 
f rom pre-Roman t i les to the 
middl e  ages seem reasonabl e  
enough , and h e  takes each 
f igure  on i ts own aer  i ts ,  
rather than at temp t i ng to 
p ropound soae overal l theory 
to exp la in  everything , How­
ever , when attempt 1ng to 
recons truc t the anc i ent  
Eng l ish pagan be l ie fs  that on  
horses , giants and  fer t i l i ty 
that he be l ieves l ay beh ind 
soae of the f igures he aoves 
into more dub i ous areas , s in ce  
i t  i s  not  obvi ous that i t  i s  
poss ib le to i nterpo late these 
bel iefs  on the evidence of  
"ed iaeva l cus toms and pagan 
prac t i ces · of  the c lass i c a l  
�or ld and I re l and , 

But whether or not these 
tradi t i ons are d i rec t l y  
re levant t o  the bui l d i ng of 
h i l l  f igures , the i r  use of the 
same sy11bols  i s  an i nd i cat ion 
of  j ust  how resonant the 
i magery  of  the f igures 
ren i ns ,  a resonance  �hi cn i s  
fur ther conf i r med b y  th is 
book ' s  i nteres t i ng se lec t i on 
of responses to tfie monu11ents 
f rom i mag inat ive wr i ters , 
Roger Sandell 

RANDL�S 1, Jenny , Sixth Sense, 
Rooer , na l e , 1987 , £9 , 95 ,  

�as the pe rson �ho co ined the 
phra:e ' s ixth sense ' do i ng us 
any favours ?  Not. ac cord i ng to 
Jenny Randles , c ha l l enging the 
ent i re  not ion that it is 
necessary to ta l k  about a 
s i xth sense as a mat r i x  for  
psych i c  exper iences - a super­
llyste.r i ous ent i ty re1ote f roa 
our other senses : w we do not 
need to l ose  the exc i te11ent 
�h ich ps i-events b r ing ,  • she 
avers , M but nor do we requ i r e  
the i nvention  o f  a s ixth 
sense , the f ive that n have 
seem more than enough• ,  

Tak i ng as an i n i t i a l  pre11 ise 
that ps i events are pretty 
com1on , "s Randl es l ooks f i rst  
at  those f ive senses , S i nc e  
everything they c onvey t o  us 
is sub j e c t  to i nterpretat ion 
by the b ra in  or 1 ind - or both 
i f  you ' re a st r i c t  dua l ist  -
she 1akes a good case for  
regarding supposedl y  ' extra­
sensory ' percep t i ons as 
bas i c a l l l r noraa l ones ; feats 
wh ich  on y see• out of  the 
ordianry due to our l im i ted 
understanding of  what our 
senses can achieve , 

Add to this e11o t ion as • the 
bas is  of  a l l  ps i-events•  
( p 1 34 )  and cons ide r  that these 
in  turn are • j us t  sensor{ 
trans lat ions of an eaot iona 

11essage p i c k ed up and dec oded 
in tne a i nd •  ( p l 36 ) , One 
resu l t  is that the aessage 
i tse l f  can take on v i r tual ly 
any of the foras we assoc i ate 
w i th the ' paranoraa l ' ,  

Rang ing f ree ly  ac ross the 
q_amut o f  phenoaena , Sixth 
�ense conc l udes w i th an appea l 
a iraed at j us t  about everyone 
except perhaps the me11bers o f  
CSICOP : we need aore illagin­
at ive exper iments , a greater 
sense of  ser i ousness ana w i l l­
i ngness to get invo l ved ; we 
have to watc n  o u t  f o r  gover n­
aent attempts to h i j ack  the 
paranormal for aggresss i ve 
purposes , 

A l l  of whi c h  i s  qui te unex­
c ep t iona l and i t  doesn ' t  
matter too auch  i f  we ' ve heard 
i t  before , !lagoni� readers  - a 
demandi ng aud tence at the best 
o f  t i mes - aay fee l  that Sixth 
Sense is too l ightwe i ght  for  
thei r  1 i terary tastes , but o f  
course the  book  was  not 11eant 

.f o r  them , Genera l  readers  
shou ld f ind �s Rand le ' s  book a 
l i ve ly  intro i nto the b r a i n/ 
11 i nd/ps i  debate , The sty l e  is  
r e l axed , and  in for11a l ; the 
c ase mate r i a l  ( anecdota l f o r  
t h e  most  par t ,  of ten auto b i o­
graph i ca l )  has a genu i ne 
enter ta i nment va lue , even �hen 
i t  re l i�:  on the be l i e f  th.l t  
i f  someone te l ls us  sorae 
i nc redi b l e  exper i ence  i t ' s  as 
�e l l  to s�a l low i t  and be l i eve 
them , 

A r ev i ew isn ' t  the p l a ce  to 
quest i on the autho r ' s  
i ns is tence that be i ng QSych i c  
i s  a fundamental  par t  of be ing 
hu11a l or her b l anket s tatement 
" wha tever the i r  so l ut i on may 
be , psi events do happen • , Nor 
is a rev i ew the p l ac e  to 
c ontest her ins i s tence that 
ps i 1ust be ac cepted as a 
r ea l i ty i f  the race is to 
p rosper , or that medi a-run 
nationw1de expe r i ments i n  
te lepathy 1ay provi de the 
break through we ' ve a l l  been 
wai t ing for , nor that we ' l l go 
under for  the lack  of  one , 

Persona l l y  I doubt that peop l e  
g i ve a toss about ps i break­
throughs ; the prospe c t  o f  an 
i n-d�th ser i es of ps i-tes t i ng 
on TV seems to ae to be 
p l ay i ng st ra ight i nto the 
c ineaa-owners ' hands , Out of 
c our tesy a lone you ought to 
q_i ve Jenny Randles ' Sixth 
�ense a wh 1 r l  before you d i s­
agree w i th her , 
lfi ch�el 6oss 

BA I GENT , M i chael LEI GH , 
R i c hard , and LINCOLN , Henry , 
The !lessianic Legacy, Cape , 
1 986 , £ 1 2 , 95 ,  

Th i s  i s  the seque l to The Holy 
Blood �nd the Hol{ 6rail, I 
rather enj oyed tha , but d i d  
not take i t  ser ious l y  enough 
to do tore  than sk i m  throu� , 
and now r eaeaber i i  t t l e  about 
it ( Jesus was a real  person 
who ended up i n  Franc e ,  aar­
r i ed into the lo ca l  a r i s to­
c ra cy  his  des cendant is a 
Euro MP1 and a l l  this  got l os t  
and reaiscovered by a sec ret  
soc i ety c a l l ed the  Pr iory  of  
S ion  - soaeth ing l i ke  that) 

I nteres t i ng I wrote of  tak ing 
it  ser ious ly  as i f  that 
a c t i v i ty were sel f-ev i den t l y  
i n te l l i g ib l e ,  But what wou l d  
w e  have t o  d o  t o  b e  des c r i bed 
as tak i ng Holy Blood, , ,  
ser i ous ly ?  Check ing the i r  
sou r c es o f  in format ton , per­
haps? But  they don ' t  prov ide 
enough in format ion to do that , 
Rather than prov ide f u l l-sca l e  
acade� i c  documentat i on they 
opt for sh i f t i ng a lot of 
cop i es ; �h i ch is  f a i r  enough1 but the resu l t  is a p i ece  o r  
wor k �h i ch the acedem i cs  i n  
the  var i ous f ie lds they wande r 
thr ough are hard ly  l i k e l y  to 
be c i t i ng ,  All of wh i ch 
apo l i es to th is  sequ� � :  but 
l i k e  i ts predec essor lt does 
conta i n  i nterest i ng b i ts and 
p i eces , 

The book is in three , a l most 
ent i re ly unre lated , sec t ions , 
The f i rs t  is a good o l d  
rummage through recent wr i t­
i ngs on the quest i on · �ho was 
Jesus ? ' I couldn ' t  care  l ess 
about that , but the authors  
a re  inter ested i n  suppo r t ing 
the i r  c la i11s about hia made i n  
The Holy Blood and the Holy 
urail ,  How good a j ob they do 
on thi s  aater i a l  1 can ' t  say , 
I haven ' t  been ins ide a church  
f or a t  l east 20  years , and 
what I k no� about B i b l e  study 
and anc ient  h istory ( wh i ch  i s  
what t h i s  f i rst  sec t ion i s )  
coul d  b e  wr i tten o n  the back 
of  ay hand , 

The second par t  i s  unadul t­
erated p i f f le : poapous sub­
A l v i n  Tof f le r  pop soc i o l ogy/ 
psycho l ogy/ anthropol ogy , 
grandl y  ( absurdl y )  t it l ed ' The  
Sea r ch  for  "eaning ' , Appar­
ent !! , we humans a re  a l l 
r ea l  y deep ly  r e l igious a t  
heart ,  and a r e  incl ined to 
latch on to the nearest 

· pas s i ng r e l igion < the author s  
a r e  not fans of the Enl ighten­
men t : that ' s  when it a l l  began 
to go wrong , ) I r emai n  
unc onv in ced tnat the author s  

actua l l y · under s tand most o f  
the  mater i a l  they f l i ng around 
i n  th is  sec t ion , espec i a l l y  
the Jungi an conceP.t of  the 
archetype ( but I 1 one of  
those peop l e  whose b r a i n  
starts to die when I r ead the 
nate Jung ) , 

The f inal sec t ion , ' The Caba l ' 
is the aos t i nteres t i ng , I t  
has the advantage ( f or  ae ) o f  
dea l i ng w i th events i n  the 
l ast  40 years , ay own l i f e­
t ime , Thus I am 1ore c on f ident 
that  I cou l d , i f  I r ea l ly 
wanted to , t ry  and ver i f y  some 
of  the i r  c l a i ms ,  Unf o r tunate ly  
th i s  sec t i on i s  a lso badl y  
organi sed and under 
researched : the author s  a re  
we l l  out  o f  the i r  depth here  -
i nterest i ng that this shou l d  
happen w i tn the area c l osest 
to ord inary real i ty ,  

However,..� i n  t ry i ng to i dent i f y  
the ' r r io ry  of  · S i on ' the 
authors  appear to have 
stumb led on so�e tra i ls  i n  the 
c l andes t i ne h i story  of  the 
QOst-War years , S ta r t i ng w i th 
Jesus they end up w i th the 
kn i ghts of Ma l ta ,  P2 , the C I A  
and a l l  the rest of  the 
conte11porary  parano i d ' s  chess 
p ieces , Unf o r tunate l y 1 to pad 
the sec t i on out they 1ns i s t  we 
share the a�f u l  ted iu11 of 
do ina the i r  bas i c  resear ch  
w i th- thel , What cou l d  have 
been s i mp l e  f oo tnoted 
asser tat ions take pages , as we 
yawn through end l ess aeet i ngs 
and phone c a l l s , 

And what have they d i covered? 
I don ' t  know and they don ' t  
k now . I t  l ooks  l i k e  a 
comp l i c ated i n te l l igence  oper­
at i on run - probab ly  by the 
CIA and MI6 - in suppor t  of 
the bas i c  chu r ch-state­
monar c hy ax i s  of  pre WW2 
Eur ope , another p iece i n  the 
j igsaw of  pos t-WW2 ant i­
co•mun ism i n  Eur ope , P r i ory  o f  
S ion personne l c rop  up  i n  the 
same p laces as CIA aaney , 
Chapetr 24 , ' Sec ret  Po�ers  
beh ind cove r t  groups is  a 
reasonab l e  GCSE- revel ac c ount 
o f  thi s  area , destroyed by the 
repeated c t t inq of Dav i d  
Yal l op • s In 6oii 's Na11e - a 
book wh i c h  has no sou r ces f o r  
aos t of its asse r t ions a n d  i s  
gu i te use less C even i f  
mteres t ing ) ,  

I t  i s  poss i b l e  that the 
authors have s tu11b l ed onto 
soaeth ing - an amb i t i ous psy­
ops j ob run n i ng through the 
recent h i s tory  o f  Vestern  
Europe . But  i f  they have , then 
the very f a c t  that they have 
been g iven ac cess to soae of 
th i s  mater i a l  suggests very 
strongl y  to me tnat L i nc o l n  
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and Co , have become e o-opted 
by the operat i ory � .and the i r  
book s are , � u l l ng l  y or  
un� i l l ing l y ,  now  pa r t  of  i t ,  

Both these book s p resent  
themse l ves as g r eat det.ec t i  ve 
hunts through the undergrowth 
o f  h i story , I susfe c t  that 
they ' re llere l y  f o  l ow i ng a 
t r a 1 l  ca re f u l ! y l a i d  by a 
bunch  o f  sma r t- a l e c k  spoo k s , 
and to�ards the end of  the 
f i na l sec t i on there i s  a h i nt 
that the autho r s  suspec t th i s  
too , W i l l  t he  t h i r d  vo lu;e be  
c a l l ed Ho�t 11e flere Conned ? 
Robin RaFJsay, ed i to r  o f  
Lobster, a j ou rna l  o f  • i nte l­
l igencel paraoo l i t i c s , state  
resear c n ' ,  deta i l s  f rom  1 7c 
Pearson Avenue , Hu l l ,  HUS 2SX ,  

F B I  F i le on George  Adamsk i ,  
Resea r c h  F i l e on 6eorge 
Adamsk i ,  Both pub 1 i shed 5y 
� i l l i am Moo r e  Pub l i c a t i ons , 
42 1 9  West 0 1  i ve St reet , Su i te 
247 , Bu r bank , CA 9 1 505 , USA , 

OPPENHE IM , Jane t , The Other Vorld,' spiri tualism and p_sychical 
research in England, Camb r i dge Un i ve r s i ty P ress , 1 985 , £25 , 00 

Th i s  i s  an exc e l l ent  deta i l ed ac c ount of the soc i a l  and 
i n te l l e c tua l  back ground to the ear l y  years of  sp i r i tua l i sa and 
psyc h i c a l  r esearcn i n  Eng l and , Oppenhe i 1  tr ac es the var i ous 
i n f l uenc es wh i ch irape l l ed var i ous peopl e  into these f ie l ds ,  i n  
par t i c u la r  the  sear c h  f o r  an a l ternat i ve to dogmat i c  
Chr i s t i an i ty and nter i a l isll , I n  large p a r t  the arguments are  
i l l us trated by  i n te l l e c tua l b i og rap n i es of numerous par t i c­
i pants < S i dgew i c k , Mye r s , Bar rett , Wa l lac e ,  C rooks and Lodge ) 

The book i s  d i v i ded i nto three ma i n  sec t i ons , The f i r s t , ' The  
Se l l i ng ,  exam i nes the medi ums and  l ay 11erabers  of  Sp i r i tu a l i s t  
soc i e t 1es , sour ces o f  rec r u i tment , e t c , Par t T�o , ' A  Sur r ogate 
Fa i th ' , exp lores  the r e l i g i ous d i mens ion , concen t r a t i ng in 
three areas - the s i& i l a r l t i es and d i f f e r enc es between the 
R'ta i n l  y m iddl e-c l ass  and metropo l i tan Chr i st i an Sp i r i tua l i sts  
and  the wor k i ng-c l ass and p rov inc i a l  ' ant i -Chr i s t l an ' Sp i r i t­
ua l i sts ; the r o1 e p l ayed by the agnos t i c isra  of  Myers; S i da� i ck , 
et al i n the f ound i ng o f  the SPR and the Theosoph i c a l and -other 
o c c u l t  movements , 

The t h i r d  sec t ion , ' A  Pseudosc i enc e • , exp l o res the re l a t i onsh i p  
between psyc h i c a l  resear c h  and psy c ho l ogy ( inc l ud ing r e f e rences  
to  phreno l ogy and  mesme r ism ) and  phys i c s ,  w i th r e f e r en ce  to  
C r oor s ,  8ar r e t  and Lodge , 

Esche� ing the po leM i c s  o f  an I ng l i s or a B r andon , Ms Ocpenhe i 1  
cha r ts a c ourse  o f  benevo lent  scept i c i sm , a�a re  o f  the �reat 
d i f f i c u l t i es f ac i ng the s i 11p l i s t i c  ac c ounts of ' be l i ever s  and 
' s cept i c s ' , She is  herse l f  c l ear l y  scep t i c a l  o f  the c l a i as of 

od iment i s  conver ted by synes­
thes ia  ( the t rans l a t i on o f  
sensat i ons r e c e i ved by one 
sense i nto the i mage ry o f  
anothe r ) i nto the oosr ' v i sua l 
per c ept i on , 

I t  must be l e f t to the psych­
o l og i s ts to p ronounce  on the  
va l 1d i ty o f  th i s  mode l , though 
it st r 1 kes me as extendi ng 
synthes i a  a b i t  f a r , and per­
haps a r t i f i c i a l l y separates 
the OOBE f rom other ;etachor i c  
exper i ences , 

As th i s  book i s  a i med at the 
ac adem i c  psycho l og is t i t  i s  
heavy going i n  p faces , wh i c h  
may deter poten t i a l r eaders , 
�ho may prefe r  Sue  B l ackmore • s  
more ac cess i b l e  treatment , 
Ho\1/ever , i t  i s  �e l l  wor th 
perserver  i ng t�i th) and /'fagonia 
readers  \1 i1 l  f l nd i t  �e l l  
�or th�h i l e , Pe ter Rogerson 

K I ES , Cosette N ,  The Ocwl t in 
the Ves tern Vor id,· an 
anno ta ted bibl iogr�phy, 
Manse l l ,  1 986 , £ 1 9 , 95 ,  

These t�o pub l i c a t i ons 1 i ssued most  phys i c a l  �ed iums , but conc l udes that manY. puzz l es rema i n ,  
i n  1 984 and 1 985 , prov 1 de much and that if  exQ l anat i ons a re  f or th c om ing � i l l  ' sugges t tha t the There have been sev e r a l  rec ent 
new bac k g round i n t o r ma t i on on V i c to r i an and Ed�a r d i an psyc h i c a l  resea r c her  o l i :apsed at l eas t at temp ts at c oruprehens 1 v e  b ib-
Adamsk i and h i s  assoc i ates

i 
an e l e11ent o f  the so lut ion · , and that u f undamenta l l y  the i r  work  l i ogr aph ies  o f  the o c c u l t  and 

but Adamsk i suppo r t e r s  � i l  �as ne i ther r id i c u lous nor even 11 i sgui ded , f o r  throuoh it  they p a r ano rma l  i n the pas t few  
f i nd l i t t l e  to · c o m f o r t  them , he l pe,j to f i nd the  means o f  a c c ep t i ng the changed wor l d  around yea r s , mos t o f  :;h i c h  have 
Th� FB I f i l e may c ome as a therA , 1 suf f ered f r om t r y i ng to b� too 
surpr i se to some , but th��e , c o� o r ehens i ve , pou r i ng ever y -
a r e  s i xty paqes o f  notes  and  W i th near l y  400 paces o f  text  a t iO ne2 1· l y  m nety :· aaes o f  notes . I tn i na f rom  k l !Jd l e  oooY.s  on 
t1eBlor anda , no� d e c l ass i f i ed ,  th i s  i s not a l 1 gnt r ead , It  i s however  an essenfi a l  oooK f o r UFos · to s c ho l a r l y to:aes on  
�h i c h  sho� the Bureau did anyone v i th an i nteres t i n  the h i story  of psyc h i c al r esear c h . Eastern mys t i c i s a  1 nto one 
i ndeed show c ons i derab l e  sp t r i tua l i s r& ,  o r  the i rapac t o f  sc i en c e  on r e li g i ous  f a i th i ri  i i1 d i ,�est i b l e  and '1nhe l o f 11 l  
interest  i n  Adamsk i  i n  the V 1 c to r ian Eng l and , What a o i ty then i t  i s  p r i c ed out o f  the ;ae l ange , Cosette  K i es def i nes 
1 950 ' s  for  reasons tha t are r ange not onl y  o f  many i nd.i v i dua l s ,  but o f  raost  under- f unded her range : " Cer t a i n  ar eas are  
not t_,)O c l ear , They  v i s i ted  pub l i c  l i b rar i es as  11e ! l . Let us hope that the pub l ishers  br i ng tr eated o n l y  i n  a rather 
him a t  l eas t three t imes and out a more modes t l y  p r i c ed pape rback  vers i on soon , c u r sory  'fay , , . These 
even exam ined h i s  f araous Pe ter Rogerson inc l ude pr 1 1 i t i ve r e l iaions , 
' s c ou t-sh i o ' photos , Unf o r tun- c l as s i c a l  mytho l ogy , Eastern  
a t e l y  the 'names o f  many o f  the George Hunt W i l l iarason a l s o  I RY I N , Harvey J ,  flight of re l ig i ons , l egerdema 1 n ,  Pente-
peoo l e i nvo l ved  have been gets qu i te a hamme r i na f o r  /find,' a psychological studv o f  C I)S ta l ism and mys t i ca l  
de l eted to  avo 1 d  embarrass- parad i ng his Rhoney deg r ees out -of-body experiences, br anc hes of the a c cepted ma j or 
11ent i th i s  is s tandard  and a�ards i n  1/merican !fen of Scarec ro� P ress , 1 985 , $27 , 50 r e l i g i ons . .  , Eraohas i s  has 
p r a c t i c e  under IJS government Science, When the e d i tors  been  p l a c ed on · Mate r i a l  
exceo t i on codes , Whatever one d i s c overed th i s  they R r omp t l y A deta i l ed c r i t i c a l  r e v i ew o f  su i tab l e  f o r  r e f e r ence  such as 
be l ieves abou t Adamsk i ,  the de l eted h i s  entry , W i l l i amson1 the ev i dence  and exo l anatory  d i c t ionar i es , b i b l ioaraphi es 
autho r i t i es did take a cer ta i n  � i tnessed Adamsk i ' s  desen theor i es f o r  the  OOBE  - p r ob- and encyc l oped i as , Only a f eli 
interest  i n  h i m  and k ept  a encounte r ; was a c ontac tee ab l y  the mo s t  c omo r ehens i ve j uven i l e  t i t les  a re  provided , 
doss i e r  on h i s  a c t i v i t i es , One h i rase l f , and later  w ro te some treatment to date , I rw i n  notes and only those �hose c ontents 
th ing that emerges i s  that at  zany ' anc i ent  astronau t ' - type the o f ten unc r i t i c a l  and a re  substan t i ve , '  
one po int  Ada;sk i c ame very  book s , se l e c t i ve approa c h  of  
c l ose to c r i rA i na l  c harges  f o r  r esea r c hers  such  as Rober t 
mak i ng m i s l ead ing s tatements Other interes t i ng i tems are an C rooka l l ,  He  f i nds l i tt l e  
about the lJSAF and the FB I ! anonyaous l e t te r  c la i 11 i ng that ev i dence t o  suppor t a l i te r a l -
and f or f a l s i f y i ng a n  F B  both Adamsk i and W i l l l amson i st i c  i nter p retat ion  o f  the 
document , had c onnec t ions w i th an OOBE , but i s  a l s o  c r i t i c a l  o f  

Ame r i c an Nazi l eader w h o  was p r ev 1 ous psycho logi c a l  
The Research File cons ists  o f  c onv i c ted o f  sed i t ion ; a n  theor ies , He proposes h i s  own 
about l OO pages o f  p r i vate  expl anat ion  of  how Adamsk i • i mag ina l  11ode l ' :  a s tate , of 
l etter s , magaz ine  extrac ts , p robab l y  obta ined h i s  ' Venus- h i gh se l f  abso rbt ion  ( caused 
repr i nts o f  a r t i c l es etc . 1 an � r 1 t i ng ' photog raph , and e i ther  by extreme l y  h i gh or  
about Adamsk i over a 30-year the f i na l i ns i ght i nto the l ow arousa l , o r  autonomous 
per i od , Some o f  i t  see11s to noto r i ous S t ra i th l ette r  menta t i on )  l eads to a l oss o f  
have l i tt l e  d i re c t  r e l evanc e ,  af f a i r  < wh i ch even made the c ontac t w i th bod i l y  
and the qua l i ty o f  rep r odu c t- c o l urans o f  The Times o f  a l l sensat i ons , thus t o  the l oss  
i on l eaves a l o t  to  be p l a c es ! ) I t  i s  a p i ty these of the soc i a l l y  cond i t i oned 
des i r ed , The r e  is l i t t l e  good docuaents were not ava i l ab l e  be l i ef that the ' se l f ' is ' i n 
ne\ls f or Adarask i supporters  i n  t i me f o r  the  Good / Z i nsstag the  body ' ,  The resu l t i ng gen­
her e , e i ther , and the l ate  book , Christopher 0, Allan e r a l i sed sensat i on o f  d l s emb-

These are sens i b l e  restr i c t­
i ons , and as a resu l t  the book 
i s  o f  far aore  p rac t i ca l  use 
than i ts p r edecessors , The 
ed i to r ' s  annotat i ons are shor t  
and to t h e  po i n t , mak ing i t  
c l ea r  whether o r  not a cook 
w i l l  be of f ur ther interes t ,  
w i thout po l em i c  o r  f l annel , As 
w i th ;ost b i b l i ograph i c  wor ks  
nowadays the  p r i c e  is  h i gh 1 i t  
i s  ce rta i n l y  n o  worse  �han 
1os t ,  and · the book ' s  prac t i ca l  
approach and emphas i s  on 
rec ent aater i a l  takes i t  
wor thwh i l e  f o r  1 i b rar i ans and 
ser i ous reade r s , John Ri11er 


