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It was rather bad mannered of us 
to spring our major for mat 
change onto readers I ast issue 
without some warning or 
exp I anat ion. We apo I og i s_e 
particularl\d to those 11agonta 
readers who have their copies of 
this organ lovingl\d bound up in 
gold-tool ed morocco with hand­
marbled endpapers. 

The new for mat however does 
make it much quicker and easier 
to produce the magazine; the 
page la\douts can be done on 
screen without the time 
consuming messiness of the cut 
and paste methods used hitherto. 
It a l so enables much of the work 
to be spread amongst the 
editorial team (i.e. John Harne\d 
see his computer. column on page 
12). 

This should mean that in future 
we wi 1 1  be able to bring Nagonia 
out more closely to its quarterly 
schedule. It also means that the 
magazine now contains more than 
ever - equivalent to over thirty 
pages of the old format. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

!1agonia's basic USA subscription 
has remained unchanged at $5.00 
since 1979; at last we are 
ob I i ged to change it. to take 
into account rising costs and 
the falling value of the dollar. 
I.Jith this issue our US 
subscription rate (surface post) 
wi 1 1  be $8.00. or $10.00 for 
airmai I. 'We regret the steepness 
of the rise, but hope our 
American readers have 
appreciated the bargain they 
have had over the last seven 
years. 

At the same time we must also 
make a small increase on our UK 
and European rates. See right 
for full detai Is. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

This issue of Nagonia is the 75th 
issue in the sequence of Nagonia 
and /1f.FOB [Ignore what it said 
on the front of the last issue: 
that was just to see if anyone 
was checking. Ed.J. 

Ufology's golden days are over. 
The demise of the spirit 
duplicator has led to the 
interment of the often eccentric. 
sometimes bri 1 1  iant, local UFO 
journals; FSR is no more than a 
shade, devoid of I if e and hope 
and intellect and gibbering in 
the outer darkness. suggestions 
for its replacement are met with 
indifference or even hostility 
(apparent I y one had to have the 
written approval of Britain's UFO 
prominentori before such a thing 
could even be discussed). Today 
serious ufolog\d is rep_r esented by 
UFO Brigantia, 8UFORI1 Bulletin, 
and Nor-thern UFO News. which 
even combined have a smaller 
circulation than the remains of 
FSR. 

Some of the intellectual excite­
ment is missing. The heady da\ds 
of the nineteen sixties and 
seventies, when new discoveries 
were ·round the corner·, are 
over, as are the great CE-III 
and CE-IV cases . I.Jith our 
jaundiced eye. though, we wonder 
if the\d were ever there! 

But all is not lost. The new, 
critical ufolog\d of 1\n� Robert�. 
Maurizio Verge, Claude Mauge, 
etc., is an excellent sign. It is 
significant that much of the best 
critical work is being done in 
France, where all attempts to set 
up a hegemonic UFO society have 
failed, and where a new gener­
ation is not obliged to sit at 
the feet of their elders and 
betters. 

Contrast this with the pathetic 
state of American ufology, where 
the dinosaurian, mono I ithic, 
and complacent MUFON has a near­
monopoly. 'Where is the new 
American generat i on of radical, 
critical ufologists who wi 1 1  stir 
things up? W'ith a few brave 
exceptions, almost all have 
departed the field. 

N () ll'l,lll�llN 
I� (� 11 () I� S 
Besides forty years of UFOs and 
75 issues of tnis magazine, I am 
celebrating another landmark -
the 25th anniversary of my own 
interest in ufology. \/hen I was a 
schoo I bo\d I wanted to be a 
ufologist when I grew up; but I 
fearea that it would all be 
solved by then - the Martians 
would have landed in Hyde Park .. . 

How the memories flood back .. . 
the famous BUFORA conference in 
Manchester when Norman 01 iver 
lectured on sex and saucers, and 
T ony '1/edd showed sI ides of trees 
("Number one, the larch. The 
Larch")... the first appearance in 
the pages of the Dai /y Nirror of 
the '\Varminster Thing'... the wi Id 
days of 1967. the extraordinary 
case of the contactee, the 
telephone box and the moon-stone, 
for which the world is not \det 
ready... John Rimmer's face on 
being told that John Harney had 
been silenced by the M.I.B ... 

Through nineteen years and 75 
issues, !1UFOB and Nagoni a have 
ploughed on. Hated in the early 
days as c�ical Northerners 
"b li nd to rea. ity", feted in the 
mid-seventies, and latterly cast 
half as elder statesmen half as 
villains. Our critics have never 
been able to pin us down: are we 
wicked materialists doubting "the 
great truths for m i ng in the void" 
(or underground, as the case may 
be), or vapid mystics unable to 
face the gritty hard reality of 
nuts and bolts. and engagea in 
futile fairy-hunts? Answers, on a 
postcard please, to ... 
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reveals the extraordinary story of the 
eracoe UFO photographs, which begins 

on a remof:e hillsilh� In Yorkshire, 
and ends In furious claims, 

cnunterclailus, verbal abuse and physh:al  
violence. 

I am writing this account as an observer independent of both the main protagonists involved in the 
birth and demise of the Cracoe, North Yorkshire ,  UFO case. 1\s a BLJFORI\ investigator in the Yorkshire 
area I have watched the. presentation and propagat i on of this case by its proponents,  the Yorkshire UFO 
Society,  and the counter-investigation by the 'Jest Yorkshire UFO Research Group . The sequence of 
events between 1981 and 1987 is so complex that the following can only serve as a summary of the 
situation, but I believe it covers all the relevant detai Is . In writ ing thsi account I have used relevant 
documentation from IJYUFORG' s  case file, and from YUFOS' s  published case reports , and from their 
respective magazines, UFO Brigantia and Quest, 

The Pennine hi lis of Northern 
Eng I and have experienced many 
waves of UFO activity. At least 
every year since 1973 reports of 
brilliant lights and glowing disc­
shaped objects have emanated 
from the hi lis and moorland 
between the Rossendaie Val ieJJ in 
Lancashire, the Yorkshire Dales 
and the High Peak of north 
Derbyshire.  Two major UFO invest­
igation groups have been active 
in this area -- the Yorkshire 
UFO Society (YUFOS), founded in 
1981 by two investigators from 
Contact UK, Graham and Mark 
Birdsall; and the 'Jest Yorkshire 
UFO Research Group (IJYUFORG), 
founded in 1983 by Nigei 
Mortimer, a BUFORA investigator. 

It was YUFOS who originally 
investigated the Cracoe sighting 
in 1981 and who subseq_uently 
released a report (the 'Cracoe 
File') giving detai Is of the 
photo-analysis conducted into ·the 
series of six photographs taken 
by ·witnesses at the time. 
According to Mark Birdsai I in his 
report ('Cracoe: The Evidence'), 
f?Ubi ished late in 1986 : ' ... the 
CCracoeJ i ne i dent is one of the 
most conclusive pieces of evid­
ence regarding the UFO phenom­
enon ever acquired in the UK'. 
On Monday 16 March 1981, a layer 

of thick cloud covered the 
Yorkshire Dales at 2000 feet 
altitude. Although the weather 
was cool ana free from 
precipitation, it had been raining 
moderately during the past week, 
and snow had been noted 24 
hours previously. A si ight 9-knot 
wind was blowing, and occasionally 
the sun broke through the cloud 
cover for minutes at a time. 

Cracoe vi I I age is situated a few 
miles north of the market town 
of Skipton, surrounded by the 
fells and vai leys of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park. 
'Cracoe Fell' is the name given 
locally to only one part of a 
large rock outcrop designated as 
Rylestone Fell on Ordnance 
Survey maps, which runs north­
south at a height of 1600 feet 
above sea I eve I. 

The surrounding area has 
experienced a lot of UFO activity 
since the late 1970s, numerous 
pal ice officers being among those 
reporting incidents, especially 
around Carleton and ElslacK 
Moors, to the south of Skipton. 

At approximately 1055 on the 
morning in question .the wife of a 
pal ice officer I iving in a pal ice 
house in Cracoe village opposite 

the fell looked out of the 
kitchen window and was aston­
ished to see a series of 
bri 11 iant I ights .  They were 
positioned against the fell, 
overlooking Cracoe vi I I age (Cracoe 
Fe 11), to the south-east . She 
immediately called her husband, 
and they both watched the 
bri 11 iant I ights for a while 
before calling another off-duty 
police officer. These three 
witnesses described seeing 'up to 
five distinct white-coloured orbs' 
situated 50 feet below the fell 
summit. 

· 

They noted that the central light 
of the for mat ion seemed to be 
the brightest, as well as a 
separate 'blob' of light to the 
left of the formation. Through 
binoculars one of the officers 
described seeing a 'tr i angul or­
shaped fin' benind the central 
light, as well as a 'long tube­
snape of white light'. Tne whole 
barrage of I iQhts, said to be so 
brioht that on occasions [he] 
haa to turn his eyes away' was 
estimated to be 40 feet in 
diameter. A 'distinct haze' was 
noticeable between the I ights. At 
1115 the officers telephoned 
eo I ice-sergeant T any Oodd at 
Grassington, who at the time was 
a local UFO investigator, although 
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he did not arrive on the scene 
unti I after the I ights had 
disappeared. 

By 1130 the observers were 
convinced that a UFO was 
hovering in the air beside the 
fell, and the officers then 
proceeded to take six 35 mm 
colour photographs of the I ights 
through the open window, one of 
the shots (the fifth) using a 
zoom I ens. These photogrqphs 
constitute the main evidence from 
which the Cracoe controversy has 
arisen. 

Our i ng the observation ( whi eh 
lasted one hour) two jets passed 
over the fell, once at 1125 and 
again at 1205 after the I iohts 
had disappeared, this time 
passing low over the spot where 
they nod been. These jets were 
part of a NATO exercise (in which 
he I icopters were not involved) 
taking place that morning. 
However, the relevant authorities 
deny that they had anything to 
do with the I ights. 

Another witness saw the I ights 
along with the police. He was Mr 
D. Car I isle, a Cracoe farmer . 
A I though the po I ice witnesses 
were convinced that what they 
saw could not be explained as a 
natural phenomenon , Car I isle 
dismissed the I ights as 'sunlight 
reflections' caused by the sun 
breaking through the clouds on 
dull days, and reflecting off the 
damp mi I I stone grit. 

At this stage it would be helpful 
to give the statements made by 
the three primary witnesses. The 
first is the statement by PC 
Derek Ingham, made on 21 March 
1981: 

•on "onday
( 

"arch 16th 1981, I was in the 
kitchen o ay house when I saw three 
bright 1 ights on the rock face, I looked 
at the lights with •Y binoculars but was 
unable to get a clear view, as if I was 
looking straight at car headlights, The 
lights vere in a line, but there appeared 
to be a smaller light just to the side of 
the uin light source, I saw a shape at 
the back of the lights but was unable to 
make it out. Somet1me around 11,30 aa two 
Royal Air Force jets flew over the area, 
first one then another, flying very 
slowly, There is no water on tMe rock 
face to give a reflection, and to the 
best of my knowledge no aetallic 
deposits, At around 11 .-ss aa the 1 ights 
dimaed and became bright on several 
occasions, before disappearing, I have 
observed the fell every day a\ the saae 
time, the 1 ight source has not 
reappeared, I have also spoken to several 
village residents who state that they 
have no knowledge as to what could have 
caused the lights, 

Second is the statement of PC 
Steve Guest, made on 28 March 
1981: 

'Please see account (above) 11hich I 
totally agree with. I remained in the 
house durtng the entire incident until 
the lights disappeared, I am a keen 
amateur photograrher and took the 
�ictures between 1,15 am and 11,40 aa, 
The lights appeared just below the top of 
the fe11, they were hovering, The array 
of lights var1ed in intensity and after 
one hour they vanished, There was no 
concrete shape yet the colour was the 
sa11e as aagnesiua lights, they were 
brilliant, I found the l1ghts unusual 
because on the fell <which is very steep) 
there is nothing to stand the lights on. 
The terrain 11akes it impossible to 
duplicate such an effect, • 

Finally the statement given to 
\t/YUFORG by the farmer D. Car I isle 
on 28 September 1986. His test­
imony is cruc;al to the inter­
pretation and explanation of this 
sighting, but even though he is 
mentioned in the police report 
and in a local newspaper story 
of 1983, YUFOS have stated in 
1986 that they 'rule out the 
farmer as a vital witness': it 
must be noted that between 1981 
and 1986, the time when YUFOS 
investigated and promoted this 
case, not once did the� mention 
anywhere in their magazrne, case 
report or pub I ic lectures that a 
witness existed who believed the 
I ights to have a mundane 
exp I CDlOt ion. 

total anonymity (they hoped the 
case would go no further). YUFOS 
had the six photographs devel­
oped by a 'police contact' in 
HUll. Ke concluded that the� 
showed a 'series of bright I ights 
against the fell, 'far brighter 
tnan the fell and surrounding 
areas'. Two si ides and a negative 
were then sent for analysts by 
an expert at Leeds University, 
who suggested that the policemen 
were looking at a physical object 
which was 'tilted oack towards 
the fell face ... at an angle of 30 
de�T,ees' and that the blobs of 
light were on the underside of 
tne object. SI ides were sent to 
contacts in London where the 
image was enlarged 80 times. Here 
it was said that the 'fin' could 
be picked out behind the I iohts. 
However, nowhere in YUFOS' s 
reports is documentary evidence 
given to back the above con­
clusions. By 1982-3 YUFOS had 
decided to send the photographs 
to independent ana I ysts in 
America and \tlest Germany, and at 
the same time work in tne Cracoe 
area was carried out by members 
of YUFOS's field investigation 
team, led by Phi I ip Mantle. 

YUFOS investigators placed mark­
ers on the fell and on instruct­
ions from observers in Cracoe 
vi I I age plotted the exact location 

Not once did YUFOS mention that 
a witness existed who be I i eved 

the I i ghts to have a 
mundane exp I anat ion. 

•r �as present outside Cracoe Police 
Station on the 16th �arch, 1981, I obser­
ved the lights for not more than 1 5  
ainutes, The lights were on Rylestone 
Fell (note correc1 term for Cracoe Felll, 
People present _,ere Tony Oodd (a police 
sergeant>, 0, Ingha11 (policeman), The 
weather conditions were overcast with 
outbreaks of sun, The lights observed 
were as portraled in the pnotographs and 
in that loca ion, I have seen these 
lights both before and after on aany 
occasions, as have my wife and son, The 
lights appear when the rocks are wet. and 
the sun shines on the wet surfaces. It 
does not occur on bright sunny days, only 
on cloudy days with outbreaks of sun, My 
attitude towards the UFO phenomenon is 
one of an open 1ind and in 11y opinion the 
lights I saw were nothing alse other than 
the sun shining on the rocks, On the day 
in question the lights were brighter than 
I have seen before, I did not notice any 
structure whatsoever behind the lights, • 

Tl£ Y\FOS INVESTIGhTIOO 

Although articles relating to the 
Cracoe case, and naming the 
witnesses, had appeared in the 
Craven Herald (the local P9f>er) 
following the sightings in 1981, 
YUFOS did not go public with the 
case unti I the summer of 1983, 
and by this time the police 
officers involved had requested 

of the 'lights'. The team also 
ruled out the possibi I ity that 
the I ights could have been man­
made (i.e. markers for the NATO 
ex ere i se) due to the i nac­
cessibi I ity of the steep rock 
face and the fact that the 
police observed no one. 

In a trip up the adjoining 
section of the fell in June 1981, 
Phi I ip Mantle and his team 
discovered 'hundreds of dead 
trees ... it looked I ike a mtnt 
version of the T unguska fireball 
event'. YUFOS stated that samp I es 
of this damage analysed at Leeds 
University 'were found to have 
been burnt by a severe heat 
source placed quite close for 
only a few minutes ... not con­
sistent to a I ightning strike or 
a normal fire'. No documents are 
given to back up these claims, 
Ond the evidence now at hand 
indicates that the damage could 
just as easily have been caused 
t>y a forest fire. In their 1986 
report YUFOS admit this is the 
probable explanation for the tree 
damage. Nevertheless, this damage 
has been associated with the 
Cracoe Fell sighting during public 
lectures given by YUFOS. 
[Including tne one g_i_ven to the 
1986 Anglo-French UFO Symposium 



at Hove, attended by t1agonia 
edi tors - JRJ 

By 1983-4 YUFOS had received the 
results of the analysis carried 
out by Ground Saucer �atch_ (GS�) 
of Ar i zona, and by the mdep­
endent �est German researcher 
Klaus �ebner i nto the Cracoe 
photographs. f\lthough. YUFOS ha�e 
clai med that 1n particular GS� s 
computer techni ques lend suppor:-t 
to the UFO des i gnati on of th1s 
case, the facts cfearly show that 
both of these analysts conclude 
that the photographs do not �how 
a sol i d  object and that the l1ght 
was probabl_y caused by some kind 
of I i ght refl ection. 

of the analysts picked out a fin 
or any structure of any kind 
behind the I i ghts. 

The GS� analysi s i s  descri bed as 
'sparse' i n  the 'Cracoe File', and 
as regards �ebner: 'us i ng all 
[hi s] f i gures, o_pi n i ons and 
comments, we [YUFOSJ feel nothi ng 
i s  based on proper scienti fic 
analysi s.' ! ! 

One of the reasons for the 
confus i on above i s  the fact that 
many of the data supplied by 
YUFOS to the photo-analysts were 
i naccurate and misleadi ng. Many 
of the est imations g i ven, e.g. 
the distance between the obser-

Both or these analysts 
conclude that the photographs 

do not show 
a sol id object 

GS� state: 'the shape i s  both vers and the I i ghts and the 
irregular and non-symmetr i cal' estimated diameter . of the 
and that there is 'no photo- ·object', are contradicted by the 
graphic evidence that �he image photographic anarysis. The 
is structured ... computertsed data di stance given by the police. and 
suggests that th� AI . is ten�ous cited in the or i ginal 'Cracoe 
in  nature and ts etther ltght File' was three-quarters of a 
eroducing or light reflect ing'. mile; reference to a map shows 
They conclude that 'there is no that the true distance is nearer 
evidence that the Ais are two miles! (admitted by YUFOS in 
"objects" hovering . between . th.e their 1986 report). Both I.Jebner 
lw'itness and the dtstant htlls , and GS\11 conclude that the spot 
and that explanations of 'natural causing the I ignts is very small 
landscape, i.e. I imestone rock in surface area. \rlebner cone luded 
formations or lw'ater reflecting originally that the diameter of 
sun light are plausible ... the the object was under one metre 
dens i tometer readi ngs reveal that (corrected to 5 feet by YUFOS 
the AI is not as briqht as the taking i nto account. the true 
sky, but is contrasted due t,o distance). YUFOS had concluded 
the surrounding darker area . that the size of the object was 
Although computer scans failed to around 40 feet in diameter. 
pick out other areas of rock/ 
sun! ight reflection on other Also contradicted by the GS\11 
earts of the rock fa�e. they did 
find areas of restdual snow, 
lw'hich could possibly have 
reflected sunlight. 

I.Jebner's analysis, based mainly 
on distance factoring, says: 

I have found no movement of the light 
spots, so they must have had a stationary 
source' { consistent with a 
reflection),,, • I have found no evidence 
that there was anything in the air 
bet�een the Cracoe Fell and the 
eyewitnesses,. , I  have found no evidence 
for a flying or flyable object,,,no shot 
shows the appearance and/or 
disappearance, 

In the or i g i nal 'Cracoe F i le' 
(1985) Mark B i rdsall wri tes that 
'i t i s  qui te obv i ous these re­
sults re fate very closely to the 
ori g i nal analysi s  offered by GS�. 
the ori g i nal poli ce report and 
the resulti ng i nvesti gati on by 
Tony Oodd'. Th i s statement does 
not stand up to scruti ny, for 
the ori g i nal pol i ce report impl i es 
that someth i ng sol i d  was present 
and \rlebner's (as well as that by 
GS� to an extent) does not. None 
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analysis i s  the i nitial statement 
by the w i tnesses that the I i ghts 
attracted the i r  attenti on due to 
their 'dazzling' br i ll i ance. GS\rl 
cone I ude that the ·AI i s  not as 
bright as the sky . . .  the photo­
graph does not support "three 
very i ntense white I i ghts"'. GS\rl's 
d i scovery that 'ev i dence of snow 
is obvious' on other secti ons of 
the fell face also contradi cts 
the statement of the YUFOS 
investigators that no snow or i ce 
was v i s i ble on the fell (however, 
YUFOS add i n  1986 that "there 
was of course the pass i b i I i ty 
that sma 1 1  snow part i c I es haa 
farmed i n  the cracks of the f e 11 
face") 

The case reports releaserl by 
YUFOS are r iddled with simi I or 
errors of omission and com­
mission. Both d i stances and d i r­
ections _given or� very vague (no 
grid reference is given in the 
original file, and tne one g i ven 
in the 1986 report is inaccurate 

the correct map reference, 
aeeroximated by IJYUFORG. is GR 
965579. Sheet SO 85/95). so that 
a person unfami I i ar w ith the 
Cracoe area would not be able to 
find the place mentioned without 
difficulty. YUFOS state over 
again tnat the phenomenon was 
observed on 'I i mestone rock' when 
in fact it occurred on quartz­
bearing gritstone crags. All the 
rocks of the area are basically 
limestone but layers of rock at 
the top of the fells are comp­
osed of resistant caps of mi !1-
stone grit. This rock gl i stens 
when wet ( i t  had been ra i ning 
several days previ ous to the 
sighting), and is known to retain 
moisture for lengthy periods. 
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Deseite all these inconsistencies 
YUFOS conclude "there is cert­
ainly a great deal of evidence 
botn scientific and circumstantial 
which supports the UFO 
theory ... YUFOS feel that inform-
ation ... at least partly supports 
the structured image theory'. 
Clearly these statements are 
nonsense. None of the independ­
ent scientific analyses found any 
'structure' behind the I ights or 
any evidence that the lights 
were three-dimensional. 

Nevertheless, in the summer of 
1983 the story was carried in 
the local and national press as 
confirmed evidence of UFOs in 
the Yorkshire Dales. At one point 
YUFOS were offered £600 by the 
t1ai/ on Sunday to admit that the 
photo�raphs showed 'aliens from 
space . Although YUFOS admit that 
they 'didn't disagree with this', 
to their credit tney refused the 
offer. 

During the burst of publicity 
surrounding the photographs, 
those who had been perhaps 
convinced by YUFOS' s statements 
might have missed a small item 
which appeared in the Skipton 
newspaper the Craven Herald on 2 
September 1983. This was a 
report on the beliefs of the 
Cracoe farmer D. Car I isle: 

' Repo r t s that a sh iny object  on Cracoe 
Fell was conclusive p roo f  o f  al ien  
visi to rs  to the  earth  have been  d i sm i ssed 
as "rubbishu by a local f ar me r , Mr 0, 
Carli sle sa i d  the phenomenon o f ten 
occur r ed on dull days when the sun caught  
r ocks on the  f ell , 11lt1S qui te 
spectacular i but that ' s  all the re  i s  to 
it " , he exp a i ned, ' 

Although YUFOS had not mentioned 
this item in their r�orts of the 
case prior to 1986, it was 
obtained by Nigel Mortimer, of 
'w'YUFORG, throUQh the usual 
press-cutting channels shortly 
afterwards. He decided to look 
into the siahting on behalf of 
BUFORA, IJYUFDRG and NUFON, and 
contacted Mr Car! isle for his 
story_. The farmer confirmed his 
be I i ef that the I i ghts were a 
reflection, and his story has 
never changed from this 
interpretation. 

Nigel also visited Cracoe Fell, 
ana saw unusual shimmering I i ght 
reflections from the glistening 
rocks of the fell face caused by 
the I i ghts of Threshf i e Id Quarry 
opposite. He soon ruled out 
these as the explanation (they 
were never turned on during the 
day), althouah it did show that 
unusual rerlections could be 
obtained in the area. However, in 
1986 Mark Birdsall maintains that 
YUFOS investigators had visited 
the fell more than 90 times and 
over 600 si ides had been taken 

but 'no unusual I ight reflections 
of any kind were observed even 
in bright sunlight'. Nigel Mortimer 
retirea from UFO research soon 
after his findings in 1983 
(reported briefly in Northern UFO 
News No. 104), and did not return 
to investigate the case unt i I 
1986. . 

Throughout the period 1983-86, 
YUFOS lectured widely, claimina 
the photographs showed a 'UFOq 
and using them to boost their 
status within ufology and their 
claims to be 'Britain's leading 
UFO pub! ication'. 

1986 - Tt£ C&\COC PHlTOO<N>HS 
RE --EVN_UA TED 

In March 1986 Andy Roberts, 
editor of 'w'YUFORG's journal UFO 
Brigantia, was asked by Paul 
Devereux to write a piece for 
the 'Earth! ights ' back-cover spot 
in the Ley Hunter, on the Cracoe 
case. Andy rep I ied that he would 
obtain all the relevant data on 
the case (including YUFOS' s 
Cracoe file and Nigel Mortimer's 
data) and if the evidence indic­
ated that 'earth! ights' were a 
probable sol ut ion to the case, 
would write the article. 

Andy wrote to YUFOS enclosing £5 
for their Cracoe file advertised 
in west (YUFOS · s journa I) as on 
sale to anyone interested. The 
request was denied as 'you would 
not agree with YUFOS' s conclu­
sions'. YUFOS later explained this 
claiming that as they were the 
investigating body on r y they were 
qualified to make any written 
comment on the facts of the 
case! 

Nigel Mortimer had now returned 
to active ufolo_gy and announced 
his intention of following up his 
original I ine of enquiry into the 
Cracoe case, asking for support 
from 'w'YUFORG, which was granted. 
In the June 1986 edition of UFO 
Brigqntia, he gave his version of 
events and questioned YUFOS' s 
attitude towards other UFO 
groups, including the refusal of 
aocuments and liaison. He asked 
why Mr Carlisle's belief that 
reflections were the cause of 
the phenomenon had been ignored 
by YUFOS: described his own 
oBservations of I ight reflections 
in the Cracoe area, and also 
questioned YUFOS' s statement 
that it took 'three hours' of 
hard walking to reach the fell 
summit. According to Nigel the 
fell can be reached by 'a 
pleasant half-hour stroll from 
the roadside. The exact area, 
give or take a few feet, is quite 
approachable by anyone who is 
not frightened of neights! This 
has been proved by members of 
WYUFORG on at least three 
occasions.' 

YUFOS were not aware of Nigel 
Mortimer's article unti I a review 
of it appeared in Jenny_ Randles' 
magazine Northern UFO News, 
whereupon Phi I i p Mont I e wrote for 
a copy. Bw this time (Au�st­
Septem5er 1986), having failed to 
obtain the Cracoe file from YUFOS 
openly, Nigel Mortimer asked a 
relative in Doncaster to write to 
YUFOS for it, alleging a UFO 
sighting on the fell as a reason 
for her interest. A copy was 
sent to her immediately. Although 
YUFOS regard this action as 
evidence of 'w'YUFORG's 'total 
deceit and dishonesty' it is 
obvious that Nigel would never 
have had to resort to these 
means to obtain the report if it 
had not been denied to him in 
the fi:--st place without good 
reason. 

YUFOS responded to Nigel 's 
actions by adding a cryptic 
comment at the end of the July­
August 1986 issue of Quest 
Cerinted in September). This read: 
'BUFORA in disgrace? YUFOS/QUEST 
reveals the shameful actions of a 
BUFORA investigator. and quest­
ions the future of this once 
proud group.· In a heated 
telephone call on 26 September 
between Nigel Mortimer and Mark 
Birdsall (of YUFOS), Birdsall told 
Mortimer that he had no business 
writing about a case he had no 
part investigating, and 'advised' 
him not to write anything further 
on the case. Furthermore, in an 
extraordinary meeting of YUFOS's 
executive committee on 28 
September it was agreed that the 
group would have nothing further 
to do with Nigel Mortimer, Jenny 
Randles, 'w'YUFORG or BUFORA. whom 
they regarded as 'not serious 
researchers' ! 

B� this time (early October) 
I.JYUFORG investigators nad decided 
to return again to Cracoe Fell in 
differing weather conditions in 
order to see for themselves the 
reflection -- said by the farmer 
to be visible at certain times of 
the 11ear in du 1 1  weather -- and 
hopetully obtain photographs of 
their own. At the same time 
IJYUFORG editor Andy Roberts 
engaged in a lengthy postal 
deBate with Philip Mantle (YUFOS's 
Overseas Liaison Officer) over 
the Cracoe case. Mantle dis­
agreed, but in a reasonable 
fashion, with 'JYUFORG's con­
e I usi ons and said that the next 
issue of Quest would 'I eave you 
and your colleagues in no doubt 
that the Cracoe Rhotographs do 
not depict light reflections'. 

In early October Nigel Mortimer 
and Martin Dagless received a 
number of anonymous letters, 
postmarked from Leeds, showing a 
picture of an ostrich with its 
head planted in the ground and a 



caption reading 'IJYUFORG -- Nigel 
Mort i mer· . Another anonymous 
letter consisted of a plain piece 
of paper merely containin_g_ the 
words 'GO SEE YOUR DOCTOR !!!'. 
Other letters were received from 
YUFOS investigators alleging 
incompetence in \VYUFORG's invest­
iqation and call i ng them 'a 
disgrace to British ufo l ogy'! 

By a stroke of luck, Andy 
Roberts was pass i ng through 
Cracoe at 1400 on 11 November 
1986 and. looking at the fell, 
saw 'a bright white strip with a 
smaller white "blob" at the side 
[standing] out ... from the surface 
of the rock'. This was obviousi,Y 
the much-vaunted 'Cracoe UFO , 

and although he did not have his 
camera with him at the time two 
other witnesses saw the same 
reflection. 

On 15 November Andy returned to 
the base of the fell with his 
camera and a zoom lens. Again, 
the phenomenon appeared on the 
face of the fell, possibly 
brighter on this occasion. Ten 
photographs of the effect were 
taken from within �ards of the 
spot where the ortginal photo­
graphs had been tal<en in 1981. 
'then these new photographs were 
developed, and the resultant 
image enlarged to 16" x 12" (the 
same size as the YUFOS Rhoto­
graphs the true nature of the 
Cracoe 'UFO' was a�arent. The 
two images -- from 1981 and 1986 
-- were the same. Both were of 
the same dimensions and pos­
itioned similarly on the face of 
the fell. The only difference 
between the two is that the 
YUFOS photographs of the ref­
lection are much briohter than 
those taken by IJYUFORG . This is 
hardly surprising considering the 
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shroud of mist, the exact area 
producing the I ight reflections 
was found. This is Andy's account 
of their discovery: 

'At close quarters the piece of rock 
responsible for the anomalous effect 
bears no visual relation to �hat is seen 

, and photographed at a distance. The 
effect is caused by light (not direct 
sunlight) reflecting off a piece of 
gritstone rock which is at an approxi!ate 
angle of 25 degrees, The surface of the 
rock is worn smooth, un 1 ike the 
surrounding gritstone, and is a drainage 
surface for the peat bog which adjoins 
it, Furthermore, the surface of the rock 
�as partially covered with an unkno�n 
species of white lichen, To one side of  
this piece of rock a larger piece of  
upright oritstone stands, next to  which 
1,11as a smaller angled rock with the saRie 
surface features, The dimensions of the 
larger area '.fere l.S' x 10' and the 
smaller area 2' x 2', When viewed from a 
•jistance this gives the effect of an 
incandescent white strip tJf light with a 
smaller "blob" to one side, • 

number of meteorological condit- Despite being informed of these 
ions which need to be met to facts Mark Birdsall . in a letter 
produce the 'dazzling' effects of 6 January 1987, states: 
reported in 1981. 

IJYUFORG informed Phi I ip Mantle of 
their new evidence, and r1antle 
agreed to come along and see the 
pnotographs for himself. IJYUFORG 
also sent one of their si ides to 
Klaus IJebner. IJebner rep! ied on 4 
December 1986, stating : 

'The Cracoe aUFO" photo case is unmasked, 
Your slide does sho� the same phenomenon 
under controlled conditions! The 
intensity of the 1 ight is not so bright 
as it is to see on the Cracoe photos out 
the posititJn of the reflection is 
absolutely the same! Your slide is 
evidence that a harmless reflection on 
this sloping area of rock is responsible 
for the Muge UFO headlines in the 
ne�spapers, 1lt is] self-evident the 
iraages on the Cracoe fell photos ('.1erel 
the results of reflections and self­
evident the statement of the farmer is 
important , In my opinion the whole Cracoe 
Fell case is nonsense! YUFOS had 
published it in ne�spapers as a "UFO 
case" and no� they have not the courage 
to say that in reality nothing has 
happened in 1 98 1, 1 

'JYUFORG did not visit the fell 
again unti I 26 December 1986, 
wRen the reflection was visible. 
Andt..! Roberts took a further 36 
photographs. Two days later 
Martin Oagless saw the effect 
for the first time from Cracoe 
vi ! I  age. These new photographs 
show quite clearly that the 
phenomenon is caused, partially 
at least, by sunlight as the 
image faded and came back into 
view several times as the 
weather conditions changed. On 
28 December the fell was climbed 
by Roberts and Dog I ess and, 
despite a strong wind and a 

• . . .  this section of the fell has come 
under the microscope of the Research 
Division and so�e eleven investigators. 
All I can add is that the photographic 
11aterial in the possession of YIJFOS 
appears to neoa.te this elongate.d rock as 
the culpr1t. �h1chever way one 1nterprets 
the case

i 
�e have nothing more than three 

spherica orbs of light in front of this 
rock. Indeed one of the photographs 
(never released) depicts a red-orange 
sphere in front of one of these \'hi te­
coloured spheres. A shadow is most 
certainly v1sible on the underside of the 
orange sphere, As a very objective 
research group, we would certainly put 
forward any possible potential for the 
case (if one �as forthcoming ),. ,after 
considering all the data we fee r there is 
a great potential for this section of 
rocK being backhighlighted from these 
spheres. 1 

In effect, he is saying that on 
the morning of 16 March 1981, a 
real 'UFO ' decided to land on, or 
hover in front of, the exact 
position of the fell which 
produces a natural I ight reflect­
ion! Clearly this is nonsense. The 
co I our i ng observed on the photo­
graph can just as easily be 
explained by the white I ight 
being broken into a spectrum by 
the weather conditions. The GS\il 
analysis did state that 'digital 
densttometry reveals that there _ 
are three major areas of higher 
density, within the larger AI and 
to the unaided e�es these appear 
as near-rounded objects"'. 

However, by I ate December YUFOS 
had gone into print in their 
September-October issue of Quest 
attacking and abusin_g IJYUFORG, 
Nigel Mortimer, Jenny Randles and 

;. . 
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BUFORA for the ir  'scandalous 
acti ons'. For thi rteen pages of 
the magaz ine Mark B i rd�a 11 
launched i nto a t i rade of 
spur ious and fabr i cated 'facts', 
say i n� for ex amp I e that \v'YUFORG 
haa openly accused' YUFOS and 
the po I i ce w itnesses of havi ng 
I i ed about the case. It must be 
sa i d  that there i s  I i ttle i n  the 
issue deal i ng w ith the actual 
case i tself, and altholdQ_h Phi I i p  
Mantle had i nformed \v'YUFORG that 
the arti cle would 'leave you and 
�our co 11 eagues in  no doubt that 
the Cracoe photographs do not 
depi ct I i ght reflecti ons', no new 
ev i dence was presented to prove 
the i r  case. 

Furthermore, YUFOS announced the 
pub I i cat i on of a new report on 
the Cracoe case, wr i tten entirely 
by Mark Birdsall, entitled; 
'Cracoe: The Evidence'. Although 
\v'YUFORG again requested a copy 
of this report they have been 
informed by YUFOS that 'to allow 
reports wh i ch are for the 
benefit of serious researchers to 
be sent to your group at this 
time w i  11 confl i ct w i th our 
current atti tude towards your 
group'. 

The report is 200 pages long, 
and is being sold at £7.50. This 
'new' report says very I ittle 
more than what has already 
appeared in Ouest (1985). and in 
the original 'Cracoe File' (which, 
althougn it has been sold for 
several years by YUFOS, i s  
adm i tted by Mark Birdsall i n  a 
letter to be 'very brief ... poorly 
written ... masses of connecting 
data and relevant i nformat ion 
were om i tted' 

Mark Birdsall states i n  the 
i ntroduction to the new report 
that it has been wr i tten to 
'negate i ncredible statements' by 
other groups, and to ' i ncrease 
the poss i b i  I i ty that a UFO was 
seen'. Although farmer Car I i sle i s  
menti oned i n  the new report 
sever a I m istakes are st i 11 
ap�arent -- i ncludi ng the gr i d 
reference and the statement not 
the phenomenon appeared on l i me­
stone rocks. The report con­
cludes that 'there i s  ev i dence 
that a UFO was seen on the fell' 
and that the explanat i on of 
sunl i ght reflecti ng off i ce or 
snow resi due was unl i kely clue to 
the movi ng cloud cover, the fact 
that the sun was not shi n i ng 
d irectly on the fell and the 
ori entati on of the fell i tself. In 
real i ty the sun on the morni ng i n  
questi on was shi n i ng  obli quely 
onto the rock face and moderate 
ra infall had occurred on the days 
before the event. 

Although the off i c i al YUFOS 
stance i s  st i 1 1  that the case i s  
'unexp I a i  ned' (and they have 

·excommunicated' members of 
WYUFORG, even to the extent of 
'banni ng' them from the i r  pub I i c  
conferences!) the team leader on 
the ground research i nto thi s  
case, Phi I i p  Mantle, has now 
admitted i n  wri t i ng -- after 
seeing_ the photographi c  evi dence 
i n  IFO Brigantia -- that the 
case is solved. 

Sadly, the co-ordi nators and 
executi ve comm ittee of YUFOS 
have proved themselves unable to 
di scuss thi s  case i n  a reasonable 
fashion and sti 11 refuse to adm i t  
that the new ev i dence a t  hand 
explai ns the ori g i nal s i ght i ng. In 
'Cracoe: The Ev i dence' Mark 
B irdsall i s  st i 11 usi ng Klaus 
Webner's photographic analys i s  to 
support the UFO status of the 
case, which \v'ebner now believes 
to be explained. 

Throughout th is  whole affair I 
have watched as an i ndependent 
observer as \v'YUFORG presented 
their ev i dence in a decent and 
order I y manner. YUFOS have never 
answered proper I� any of the 
very reasonable questi ons put to 
them in relation to this case 
wi thout resorting to personal 
attacks upon the character of 
the questioners. A meeting I 
attended os an observer between 
YUFOS and WYUFORG ended in chaos 
when Graham Birdsall. president 
of YUFOS, turned up un i nv i ted 
and threatened _ph�si cal v i olence 
towards Martin Dagl ess and Andy 
Roberts, having to be restrained 
from carryi ng out his threats by 
his brother. A full account of 
this disgusting i nc i dent can be 
read in UFO Brigantia No. 24 
(J anuary-F ebruar� 1987) and a 
full statement from myself i s  
avai I able regardi ng the scene I 
w i tnessed. 

As the case stands i n  February 
1987. i t  i s  now expla i ned ana 
should no longer be classi f i ed as 
a 'UFO'. N i gel Morti mer, Andy 
Roberts and Marti n  Dagless of 
\v'YUFORG should be congratulated 
for expos i ng the truth about 

th i s  case, and not attacked for 
i t. The events of 1986-7 raise 
many i mportant questions whi ch 
st i 11 need to be answered before 
the case can f inally be 'closed'. 
But I do not want to sgy any 
more here as I bel i eve I have 
presented enough evi dence for 
unbi ased readers to make up 
the i r  own m inds. 

I would I i ke to make i t  pla i n, as 
would the members of \v'YUFORG, 
that no one is  questi on i ng the 
i ntegri ty of the ori g i nal w it­
nesses i n  1981, or any of the 
facts i n  the i r  statements. They 
admi ttedly f i rmly beli eved that 
what they observed was a UFO -­
but many thousands of wi tnesses 
have just as f irm I y be I i eved that 
other natural phenomena had an 
exoti c  or i g i n. 

In the Cracoe case, however, 
human perception is  merel_1l a side 
issue, and what \v'YUFORG have 
been contesting is the photo­
graphic ev i dence which has now 
undeniably been explained b� a 
combination of unusual natural 
factors at this particular 
location. 

The case, although now explained. 
is only one of innumerable cases 
reported from the Pennine arec 
in recent �ears. I do not believe 
that the demise of this case 
proves that nothing unusual is 
happeni ng in the skies over the 
area (even Mr Car I i sle believes 
UFOs are regular visitors to the 
Craven h i  lis), it  merely shows how 
wary ufolog ists must be before 
accepting on face value 'classic' 
UFO cases. All serious research­
ers must be vigi I ant and wi i I i ng 
to accept a solut i on to a case 
when one is forthcomi ng. If not 
then the UFO ev i dence becomes a 
jumble of useless data whi ch 
merely adds to the myth and can 
prove nothi ng. 

\v'YUFORG (and I, for that matter) 
w i 1 1  be happy to answer an� 
questi ons ar i s i ng from this  
controversy, and cop ies of all 
relevant data w i  11 be suppl i ed to 
anyone on request. 
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anain exantines t h e  i!ollilnre o f  ' BOLS ' ,  

and finds sonte remarliable conn ections 
wif:h  UFOs , poltergeists and witchcraft 

In the R i o  Grand area of the Un i ted States ,  LITs ar e we l l known 
amongst both wh i tes and Indi ans as s i gns of h i gh f l y i ng w i tches . As 
Pu l i tzer Pr i ze w i nn i ng Indi an novel i st N. Scott f1omaday wrote i n  the 
Santa Fe New t1exican of 24th September 1972 : 

"There are w i tches at Lemy Pueb l o , and when I I i ved there I knew 
them sur e enough. One n i gnt I saw some cur i ous I i ghts away in the 
d i stance, sma l l po i nts of I i ght mov i ng errat 1 ca l l y  about at ground 
level , and I was to l d  they were w i tch I i ghts. I thought nonsense , 
there are some boys runni ng about w i th f l ash! i ghts, that i s  a l l .  And 
then one of the I i ghts rose s l ow l y  and moved I i ke a shoot i n� star 
across the who l e  expanse of the sky. I shudder to th i nk of i t' 

The commun i ty be l i eved that 
wi tches cou l d  f l y  d i sgu i sed as 
gourds, e_ggs , puf!!PK i ns and 
espec i a l l y  f i rebal l s .  Peopl e  cou l d  
be abducted by w i tches , te l e­
eorted to d i stant l ocat i ons . The 
Coch i te descr i be such f i rebal l s  
as measur i ng s i x  to twe l ve i nches 
in d i ameter , and consi st i ng of a 
b l ack centre w i th a surroundi ng 
surface of f i ery red f l ames. 
Other puebl os bel i eved simi l ar 
thi ngs . 

Strange ta l es  are tol d of these 
I i ghts - two men trave l ! i ng the 
road to Chama I ate one December 
n ight saw at about 1 o ' c l ock i n  
the morni ng a phantasma l I i ght i n  
the d i stance.  At f i rst they 
thought i t  m i oht be a campf ire 
of  wood gatherers,  but on 
draw i ng c l ose they saw i t  change 
shape and make unearthly 
mot i ons. F i na l l y  i t  soared 
upwards and sliot across the 
hor i zon to the town of San Lui s .  
�hen the men went t o  a nearby 

house to enqu i re about the 
strange phenomenon, the farmer 
c l a i med he was bew i tched and the 
f i reba l l was h i s  tormentor . 

N i c o l o  Mar i na of San Mateo saw a 
f i reba l l descendi ng i nto an 
arroya and on goi ng to 
i nvest i gate he d i scovered i t  had 
changed i nto a huge rat . As he 
chased i t  through ta l l grass i t  
sudden I y changed i nto a dog,  
gave a savage grow l and d i s­
appeared among the w i  I l ows. 

Men named Juan were noted as 
w i tchf i nders and capturers. An 
exce l l ent way to capture wi tches 
was to draw a c i rc l e  on the 
ground. One such man was Juan 
Chavez of Tor re,  who I i ved i n  the 
1890 's.  One day, r i d i ng from 
Torre to v i s i t  a fr i end in Casa 
Col orado , down an i so l ated 
stretch of road he percei ved a 
l arge ba l l  of f i re l eap ing over 
the countrys i de in great bounds. 
Rea l i s i ng it was a transformed 
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w i tch he di smounted and drew a 
c i rc l e  on the road. The f l am i ng 
object then f l ew i nto the c i rc l e  
and van i shed. Juan carr i ed on 
w i th h i s  journey. Returni ng  a l ong 
the same route the next day he 
found an o l d  woman named Ct"1ata, 
a suspected w i tch, s i tt i ng on the 
road unab l e  to move un l ess he 
he l d  her hand. 

The bew i tchment that these f i ery 
w i tches brought was the super­
natura l attack .  A modern case of 
th i s  sort occured in 1966 at the 
A l faneo Qu i ntana home in El L i on ,  
south o f  Taos. A barrage of 
rocks pe l ted the house dur i ng 
the l ate n i ght hours, and sorne 
w i tnesses saw wei rd l um i nos i t i es .  
The w i fe o f  a l oca l  J .P . . Mrs 
Mascarenas descr i bed f i reba l l s  
"about the s i ze o f  a go l fba l l ,  a 
strange b l ue gray co l our .  not at 
a l l l i ke a f lash !  i ght" . They 
bounded a l ong h i gher than a 
man's  head. and d i sappeared i nto 
the trees further down the Santa 
Barbara road. No footpr i nts were 
found, and bu l l ets f i red i nto the 
darkness had no effec t .  1 

There are a number of stor i es 
connect i ng strange assau l ts and 
ghost- I i ghts i n  the I i terature.  

In Ju l y  1962 a ser i es of strange 
f l ashes I i ke neon tubes , wh i ch 
were seen whether the b l i nds 
were drawn or not, p l agued the 
Howe l l  home i n  C l ayton , North 
Caroi  i na .  They were read or 
ye l l ow , about the br i 1 1  i ance of a 
ZOO  watt bu l b .  Parapsycho l og i st 
IJ i l l i am Ro l l  who i nvest i gated saw 
"three c l ear but not b l i nd i ng 
f l ashes of l i ght" . No prow l er was 
found, and i t appeared that the 
l i ghts or i g i nated from i ns i de the 
house. z  

Dur i ng the per i od October 9-14,  
1 966 , po l terge i st di sturbances , 
i nc l udi ng phantom stone-throwers,  
furni ture overtur n i ng and i n­
creases i n  a i r  pressure were 
reported from the Sz l anfucht 
house in Osceo l a. St Joseph' s 
County , Indi ana. At the same t i me 
strange I i ghts ¥!_ere seen i n. the 
sky i n  the area.'-=' 

In March of the same year 
s i m i l ar d i sturbances were report­
ed at the Reeves home near 
To l edo, Oregon. The story began 
when 15-year-o l d  Kathy Reeves 
and a fr i end were wal k i ng up 
P i oneer Road and saw a ruddy 
g l ow in the d i stance. As they got 
c l oser they saw i t  was "smoke 
boi I i ng a l l around, mak i ng a dome 
shape as h i gh as a room" . No 
f ire was found i n  the f i e l d. 
however . 

From then on the f am i l y  was 
p l agued w i th ' craw l i ng I i ghts' . At 
one t i me someone f ired at some­
thi ng outs i de,  wh i ch retreated, 
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then the i ns i de of the house 
sudden l y  spark l ed w i th a mul t i ­
tude of craw l i ng I i ghts. Mrs 
Reeves woke up at two in the 
mor n i ng to see "my who l e  bedroom 
. . .  a rosy g l ow so br i ght you 
cou l d  read a newspaper i n  i t  . . .  
I happened to turn towards the 
door l eadi ng i nto the I i v i ng room 
and I saw thi s  thi ng_ I i ke a c l oud 
just hang i ng there. It was water­
me l on cofoured and you cou l d  see 
through i t  . . .  It was just a k i nd 
of hazy mass for a coupl e  of 
seconds. and then i t  d i sap­
peered. "  

A chem ist fr i end, Max Tay l or ,  
camped out and saw two pu l sat i ng 
Sf?ots of I i ght on oppos i te ends 
of the house , I i ke a beam of 
I i ght seen at the extremes . Pre­
sumab l y  on the same n i ght a 
deput� saw an orange I i ght man­
ouver i ng,  wh i ch di sappeared after 
ni net� seconds w i th a h i gh­
pi tched whi ne .  Strange wa l k i ng 
stumps were a I so seen and marks 
found in f i e l ds .  Others saw 
pecu : i ar objects i n  the sk�. 4 

The Gou l d  farm at South 
M i dd l eton (Mass . )  was, in 1 977/78 
the scene of a comp l ex ser i es of 
events . i nc l ud i ng a l anded UFO 
wh i ch l eft phl.ls i ca l trac es .  a 
sma l l he l metea be i ng wh i ch 
appeared and di sappeared , a 
face ! ess prow l er ,  a vague case of 
catt l e  mut i l ot i on .  and po l terge i st 
d i sturbances i n  1977/78 . •s 

At Lowe l l .  M i ch i �an. three men of 
'dub i ous repute became parano i d  
over ' k i ds '  i m  camouf l age su i ts 
who had the unner v i ng habi t of 
runn i ng on a l l fours.  Gradua l ! � 
they became conv i nced that 
' the� · were c l i mb i ng i nto the i r  
house, and f i red a t  them. The 
men thought they had ki ! l ed one 
of the i ntruders,  but no body 
was found, and the tr i o  were 
arrested by the pa l i ce .  At 
She l byv i l i e,  M i ch i gan, a young 
coup l e  pani cked, be l i ev i ng they 
were be i ng besi eged bu frow l ers 
or po l i ce, wear i ng S'WA sui ts 
show i ng green I i ghts. There was 
a l so a prow l er wno broke i n ,  who 
f l ed when pursued, and a red 
I i ght I i ght a l ens mov i ng up an_d 
down the w i ndow of a the house. b 

There are many other cases whi ch 
fal l i nto th i s  pattern - an 
i so l ated farm in Oh i o  besi eged by 
two g i ant ' ape-men' and somet h i ng 
l i ke a hazy, box- l i ke l i ght , a 
l i ght beam, f l ashes of I i ght i n  a 
wood, and a red I i ght f l i tt i ng 
among the trees, as we l l  as 
cases I i ke Hopk i nsvi l i e ,  and even 
the notor i ous R i pperstone Farm i n  
IJa l es .  

I t  was not just i n  the R i o  
Grande that strange I i ghts were 
assoc i ated w i th w t tchcraf t .  
S i m i l ar be l i efs were he l d  by 

severa l  Afr i can soc i et i es .  Dur i ng 
h i s  f i e l d  work amongst the 
Azande, E vans-Pr i tchard saw , just 
once, 

" . . .  w i tchcraf t  on i ts paths. About 
m i dn i ght , before ret i r i ng, I took 
a spear and went for my usua l 
nocturna l  strol l .  I was wafk i ng i n  
the garden at the back of my 
hut , amongst banana trees , when 
I not i ced a br i ght I i ght pass i ng 
at the back of my servent · s hut 
towards the homestead of a man 
cal l ed Tupo i . As th i s  seemed 
worth i nvest i gat i on I fo l l owed i ts 
passage , unt i I a grass screen 
obscured the v i ew .  I ran qui ck l y  
through my hut to the other s i de 
i n  oraer to see where the I i ght 
was go i ng. . .  but d i d  not rega i n  
s i ght of i t .  I knew that on l y  one 
man, a member of m� househo l d ,  
had a I amp that br i ght [but he 
had not been out or used i t" 

Evans-Pr i tchard was to ld  he had 
seen w i tchcraft wh i ch had caused 
the death of a man i n� Tupo i ' s  
c ompound. <=1 

and Ang l i cons. 1 0  The external 
and i nterna l  w i  l dernesses were 
threateni ng the New Wor l d  garden. 
The Indi ans and French were seen 
l ess as humans, than as demoni c  
i nhabi tants of the how l i ng 
w i l derness 1 1 - a w i l derness now 
percei ved as " l ess a force to be 
mastered i n  accordance w i th 
d i v i ne p l an than a menac i ng 
presence that threatened to 
encroach on the i r  terr i tor i es . " 1 0 

The same theme of habi tat under 
s i ege from the w i l derness i s  
obvi ous . Perhaps the paradi gm 
here i s  the famous f i I m t1ssau/ t 
on Precinct Thirteen i n  wh i ch the 
embatt l ed i nhabi tants of an 
i so l ated urban pa l i ce stat i on are 
surrounded by sem i -substant i a l 
urban terror i sts and hood l ums, 
who remove the bodi es of the i r  
dead , l eav i ng I i tt l e  phys i ca l  
ev i dence .  

The soc i a l , natura l  and 
supernatural  w i l derness i s  merged 
i nto a s i nQ i e  v i s i on of externa l 
chaos . The rea l I i fe'  v i c t i ms of 

The · r ea l I i F e .. v i ct i ms oF such 
a t t acks appear to be those i n  

geogr aph i ca r or soc i a I I y mar g i no I 
s i t ua t i ons : i nhab i t ants oF t he 

I i m i no I zone on the phys i ca t 
a nd psycho I og i c o l F r ont i ers 

oF soc:; i ety 

Amongst the Basuto .  w i tches were 
accused of tur n i ng i nto f i reba l l s  
i n  order t o  harrass houses . and 
the w i tches appeared as ba l l s  of 
f i re amongst the treetops . Men 
cou l d  ext i ngu i sh them by us i ng 
the proper med i c i ne . �� 

What can one make of thi s 
a�parent connect i on between 
LITs. w i tchcraft and po l ter­
gei sts? A good c l ue I i es i n  the 
cases of ' phantom attackers ' .  An 
h i stor i ca l  case ment i oned by 
Westrum offers �erhaps the best 
i ns i ght . In 1692 i n  G l oucester , 
Massachusetts, an Ebenezer 
Bapson was p l agued by "French-men 
and Indi ans wno were repeated l y  
shot at for three weeks, defyi ng 
a l l attempts to ki 1 1  or capture 
them.  IJestrum comments: "the bo l d  
appearance of these phantoms ,  
the genera l  l ack of concern 
about the gunf i re, the i r  seemi mg 
i nvul nerabi I ity when convi nc i ngly 
h i t ,  and the i r  sku l k i ng are a l l  
fami I i ar e l ements i n  these 
stor i es . "6 

The context of this story i s  
dramat i c .  1692 was the year of 
Sal em, i n  the per i ad wtien the 
secur i ty and very survi va l  of New 
Eng l and was at stake. The 
Pur i tan exper i ment was threat­
ened externa l l y  by the French 
and Indi an depredat i ons, whi eh 
meant that no co l on i a l  borderwas 
safe; and the charter of 1691 
enfranch i sed d i ss i dent Quakers 

such attacks appear to be those 
i n  geograph i ca l and/or soc i a l l y  
marg i na r s i tuat i ons: i nhab i tants 
of the I i m i nal  zone on the 
phys i ca l  and psycho l og i ca l  front­
i ers of soc i ety, expos i ng them­
se l ves to the w i l derness . The 
bes i egers are today' s  w i tches and 
demons, w i th al l tne i r  trad i t i ona l 
i mmun i ty to human weapons . By 
i ncorporat i ng the w i l derness i nto 
themse l ves they transcend the 
human condi t i on :  as part of the 
w i l derness they are i nvu l nerab l e  
t o  the puny efforts of human 
techno l ogy . 

The central treason of w i tchcraft 
i s  the i nv i tat i on of w i l derness 
i nto the m i dst of hab i tat . It i s  
not surpr i s i ng that one of the 
aff l i c ted at Sal em reported that 
her spectra l assai I ants i nc l uded 
French-Canadi ans and Indi ans, and 
that the book whi ch d irected 
the i r  d i abo l i c  m i ss i on was a 
Catho l i c  devot i onal text wr i tten 
i n  French.  1 0  

IJ i tchcraft accusat i ons are 
genera l l y be l i eved to resu l t  from 
quarr e l s  and tensi ons w i th i n  the 
communi ty;  tensi ons whi ch rt.1pture 
the bounds of hob i tat , a l l ow i ng 
i n  w i l derness. To the Church, 
every act of s i n  or dev i once 
p l aced the s i nner in a I i m i na l  
state,  whi ch made them a n  open­
i ng through whi ch the external 
demon i c  forces cou l d  i nvade the 
communi ty.  



So what can the equat i on BOLS = 

\/ i tches mean? . In a var i ety_ of 
cuI tures we have seen that BOLs 
are equated w i th the wi Id sp i r i ts 
of the d i stant w i l derness , far 
beyond the front i ers of human 
haoi tat i on. They a l so symbo l i se 
the zone of the sp i r i tua l : in  
becom ing a f ireba l l the w i tch has 
achi evea a f i na l  transcendence of 
the human cond i t i on.  

It  m ight we l l be that i f  BOLs are 
assoc i ated w i th sei sm i c  act i v i ty 
or bal l - !  i ghtn i ng they wou l d  be 
even more appropr i ate as symbo l s 
of the w i l derness , both perfect l y 
demonstrat i ng the frag i I i ty of 
human hab i tat , buffeted by the 
weather , sp I it and shaken by the 
tremb l ing earth. 

A str i ct app l icat i on of the 
psycho-soc i o-cu l tura l  hypothesi s  
wou l d  make us hes i tate about 
award i ng any spec i a l  status to 
modern 'sc i ent i f i c '  theor i es 
mak i ng them i mmune f ram psycho­
soc i o-cul tura l  anal ys i s .  Such an 
ana l ys i s  wou l d  argue that the 
modern fo l k l ore of earthquake 
l i ghts,  fau l t- l i nes and so on , 
conta i ns profound symbo l i sm .  
Fau l t- I i nes are symbo l i c I i m i no !  
zones , gaps i n  rea l i ty where 
energi es m i ght enter . 

IJhether taken as fact or symbol . 
BOLs as earthquake I i ghts. har­
b i ngers of w i l derness . can a l so 
be i nterpreted as sp i r i ts of 
transcendence, rem i nders that 
revers i on to.  or com i ng of the 
w i I derness i s  not just a 
degradat i on.  
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lnol<s a•; a }Jnssihle mechanism 
for a wide range of paranormal experiences 
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I N I= J_ lJ J::: N CE IJN H IJ �I 1� N S  

We are a l l magnet i c  f i sh i n  a magnet i c  sea; we move through and 
partake of constant l y  chang i ng magnet i c  currents and breezes wh i ch 
are not on l y  geo l og i ca l i n  or i g i n ,  but geophys i ca l , so l ar and 
i nterp l anetary as we lT . L i ke a l l creatures on earth, we' ve evo l ved 
for mi 11 i ons of years i n  th i s  magnet i c  env i ronment . Our bod i es are 
r i ddl ed w i th magnet i c a l l y sens i t i ve mol ecu l es ,  tuned to mi nute changes 
i n  th i s  sea, just as f i sh are tuned to m i nute changes i n  currents.  

Med i c i ne recogni ses the cruc i a l  
i mportance o f  some o f  these -
the K+ and No+ i ons i n  the 
b l ood, for examp l e ,  the so-cal l ed 
e l ectro l ytes . Mi nute var i at i ons i n  
these can resu l t  i n  bodi l y  
funct ions go i ng dangrousl y  wrong 
and bra i n  funct i ons be i ng 
i mpai red.  And i t  doesn't take 
much geni ous to see that such 
part i c l es (whi ch can be v i ewed as 
standi ng wavef arms anyway) may 
be d i sturbed by f l uctuat i ons i n  
the magnet i c  c l i mate. Indeed, 
chemi ea I changes i n  the b l ood 
have been shown to vary under 
magnet i c  i nf l uence; for exampl e  
the famous a l bumi n  f l ocul at i on 
exper i ments of Professor Takata. 
B l ood ce l l s ,  whi ch have a h iqh 
i ron content , can a l so be maae 
to rotate by app l i cat ion of a 
magnet i c  f i e l c[ 

Exper i mental  work showi ng the 
sens i t i v i ty of I i v i ng creatures to 
magnet ism has been we l l  documen­
ted,  from Frank Brown and h i s  
f i dd l er crabs back i n  the ' 40s 
r i ght up to the recent work of 

Dr . Barker at Manchester Uni ver­
s i ty.  showi ng that humans use 
geomagnet i sm for di rect i on 
f i ndi ng (seen recent ly  on BBC ' s  
Horizon programme) . Professor 
Rocard at the Eco l e  Normal e  i n  
Par i s  showed that humans can 
detect magnet i c  .�hanges down to 
the order of 1 0-� gauss - a l most 
bel ow the recordao l e  I i m i t .  You 
cou l d  f i  1 1  pages w i th thi s  sort of 
evi dence.  

The resu l t  of  magnet i c  d i sturb­
ance can be chem i cal  d i srupt i on 
of bra i n  funct i ons - anythi ng 
from moodi ness and depressi on to 
sei zures (ep i l epsy?) or hal l uc i n­
at i ons. Stat i st i cs of sui c i des and 
road ace i dents apparent I y r i se 
dur i ng per i ads of sunspot 
act i vfty, whi ch cause geomagnet i c  
di sturbances. 

I'm sayi ng two thi ngs here: f i rst , 
that magnet i c  f l uctuat i ons are 
not so l ely geo l og ica l  i n  or i g i n; 
second, tliat humans are far more 
sens i t i ve to them than i s  
general l y accepted. Ani ma l s  too , 
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wh i ch vacate an area pretty 
shar p i sh when earthquakes are 
i mm i nent . Oevereux ment i ons that 
case of Kasper Hauser , the Nur­
emburg found I i ng, who cou l d  
d i st i ngui sh b l  i ncffol ded between 
d i fferent meta l s  b y  passi ng h i s  
hand over them . L i ke a l l our 
facu l t i es ,  th i s  wou l d  be sharpen­
ed by use, bl unted by neg l ect ,  
but i t  wou l d  rema i n  l atent , 
whatever , and be more pronounced 
i n  some i nd i v i dual s .  

So i t ' s  not too b i g  a jump to 
say that magnet i c  d i sturbanc e ,  
through e l ectromagnet i c change , 
m i ght cause certa i n sens i t i ve 
i ndi v i dual s the same sort of 
v i s i ons as those caused under 
d i ffer ent c i rcumstances by LSD 
or extreme ascet i c i sm .  Some 
peop l e ,  in prox i m i ty to magnet i c  
d i sturbance m i ght have v i s i ons of 
UFOs V i rg i n  Marys or f1IBs . There 
i s  a we l l -known psycho l og i cal  
mechani sm by wh i ch such a 
subject w i  1 1  use a phys i ca l  
obJect a ba l l  o f  I i ght , maybe 
as a ' cue ' , and then the uncon­
sc i ous takes over , project i ng i ts 
drama onto rea l i ty.  In th i s  
respec t the s i m i l ar i ty t o  the 
hypnotoc state seems marked , 
down to the i mportance of such a 
cue or tr i gger . 

Pau l Oevereux objects that th i s  
causes prob l ems i f  the phys i ca l  
tr i gger then behaves i n  a manner 
i ncons i stent w i th the ' v i s i on ' . It 
doesn ' t ,  because the subject 
s i mp l y  di sregards i t .  The tr i gger 
events merefy serves to d i srupt 
the consc i ousness and set the 
i nner drama i n  mot i on .  Aga i n ,  
such behav i our can b e  observed 
in hypnot i c  subjects . You can 
even set such dramas i n  mot i on 
post-hypnot i c a l l y i n  some 
subjects,  mer e l y  on the appear­
ance of a predeterm i ned cue . The 
subject wi 1 1  thereupon suddenl y  
d i verge from rea l i ty ,  perce i v i ng 
and act i ng accordi ng to a pre­
set and total l y  unconsc i ous 
scr i pt .  The subjec t ' s  memory of 
what they saw and d i d  dur i ng 
th i s  per i od wi 1 1  afterwards d i ffer 
remarkab l y from that of other 
w i tnesses . 

So , wh i l e  havi ng a l ot of respect 
for Pau l Oevereux ' s  op i n i ons , I 
don' t  see that the phenomenon 
necessar i l y i nvo l ves any exter­
na l i zat i on of the i magery onto 
i on i zed p l asmas or sudi. It ' s  
east t o  accept that i dea i n  the 
case of s i mp l e  mani festat i ons I i ke 
Pau l ' s  or i gi na l  ' un i versal man' 
V I S i on ,  but probl ems ar i se 
app l y i ng i t  to the many extreme l y  
compl i cated UFO abduc t i on dramas, 
w i th the i r  t i me- l oss and other 
components. 

Of course, the object i on w i l l  be 
that many such cases i nvo l ve 
mu l t i p l e  w i�nesses who a l l share 

essent i a l l y  the same exper i ence.  
So i f  the who l e  thi ng i s  just a 
magnet i c  barn dance i n  the bra i n , 
how does more than one i nd i v i dua l 
see i t? 

The answer to that may have 
somethi ng to do w i th the re l at­
i onshi ps between the peop l e  
i nvol ved, an d  w i th the fact that 
the same magnet i c  d i sturbance 
wi 1 1  presumab l y  affect them a l l :  
they w i  1 1  a l l be i mmersed i n  the 
same f i e l d  at the t i me of the 
exper i ence .  In severa l  of the 
more compl ex mul t i -subject 
contact/abduct i on dramas (the 
Hi l i s ,  Tujunga Canyon , etc . )  i t  
appears that one i nd i v i  dua I i s  
dom i nant o r  seems t o  b e  the 
cata l yst for the events exper i ­
encea. Such i nd i v i dual s  are a l so 
often i n  var i ous stages of i nner 
cr i s i s , to whi ch the events can 
be seen to r e l ate (see John 
R i mmer ' s ,  The Evidence for 11 / ien 
11bduc t; ons) . 

In thi s  regard,  i t  may be 
frui tful  for i nvest i gators to ask : 
a) i s  hypnot i sm eas i er w i th i n  a 
magnet i c f i e l d , and b) are te l e­
pathy , te l ek i nesi s ,  etc . eas i er 
w i th i n  a magnet i c  f i e l d? One can 
think of r easons why th i s  may be 
so: f l uctuat i ons at one poi nt i n  
a f i e l d  w i  1 1  resonate throughout 
the f i e i d , and menta l  act i v i t� i s  
bas i ca l l ';::) e l ectr i ca l  f l uctuat i on .  
mesurab 1 e  b y  EEG . 

There may be a pur e l y  b i o l og i cal  
funct i on to a l l th i s .  At the 
bas i c  l eve l , s i mp l y  a warn i ng of 
i mpendi ng d i saster reg i stered by 
our unconsc i ous magnet i c  sense 
and passed to the waki ng m i nd 
v i a  some scary i mage . At a 
h i gher l eve l , a dramat i zat i on of 
persona l ,  cul tural  or rac i a l  
prob l ems i n  wh i ch the i nd i v i dua l 
i s  just a medium .  The ways of 
the bra i n  are strange and 
compl i cated , and there won ' t  be a 
strai ghtforward answer , I ' m  sure .  
But maybe we' d  do we l l to l ook 
aga i n  at the unf ashi onab I e i deas 
of Jul i an Jaynes i n  thi s  context . 
Maybe the o l d  b i camera l  m i nd 
wasn' t  so daft after a l l !  

None of thi s  pretends to be any 
sort of Theory. I ' m  just putt i ng 
my two-pennorth i n ,  and i t  a ll 
stands up to be knocked down. Mu 
mai n  po i nt i s  · that the exten� 
and nature of our susceptab i I i ty 
to geomagnet i c i nf l uences i s  
great ly underest i mated, desp i te 
amp l e  evi dence,  and that proper 
research i n  thi s  area wi 1 1  i n  the 
future open a l l sorts of doors 
on our understandi ng of our­
sel ves and our wor l d. 

One thi ng I ' m  sure we' 1 1  a l l agree 
on - we are more than we thi nk 
we are!  

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

A rap i d l y  i ncreas i ng proport i on 
of the journa l s  wh i ch we rece ive 
i n  exchange for Nagonia are 
obv i ous l y  produced usi ng persona l 
computers. so th i s  column , the 
f i rst of what I hope w i 1 1  become 
a regu l ar feature of f1agonia, has 
been i ntroduced w i th tne a i m  of 
exchang i ng usefu l i deas and 
i nformat i on re l evant to the 
product i on of sma l l -c i rcu l at i on 
journa l s  and to research i nto 
anoma l ous phenomena , us i ng the 
computer equi pment avai I ab l e  to 
us and to our readers . 

John R i mmer has an Amstrad PC\V 
8512 and I have a PC\V 8256 . 
These machi nes have made the 
task of produc i ng f1agonia much 
eas i er .  It wou l d  make i t  even 
eas i er i f  those contr i butors who 
have computers compat i b l e w i th 
ours wou l d  send us thei r art i c l es 
on d i scs. F i l es must be i n  e i ther 
LocoScr i pt or ASCII format . The 
Amstrad 464, 664 and 6128 
mach i nes are upwards compat i b l e  
w i th the PC\Vs , so d i scs from 
these machi nes may a l so be sent . 
F i l es w i  1 1  be cop i ed and the 
d i scs w i  1 1  be returned qui ck l y. 
D i scs shoul d  be sent to Jolin 
R i mmer or to me (address be l ow). 
/\t present we have no foc i I i t i es 
to read d i scs i n  other s i zes or 
formats. 

I shoul d  part i cul ar l y  I i ke to hear 
from those who are us i ng thei r  
computers for tasks other than 
word process ing , for examp l e  data 
bases and graph i cs.  

/\ny contr i but i ons for this column 
shou l d  be sent to: 

JOHN HARNEY , 
27 Eni d  'Jood House, 

H i gh Street , 
BRACKNELL .  

Berkshi re.  RG12 lLN 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  



Dear John R i  mmer 

If 'ufol ogy' means an�hi ng i t  
means the study of UFOs. But 
there are no UFOs; there are 
onl y  UFO reports. There cou l d  be 
a sc i ence of the studu of UFO 
reports ( 'uforol ogy' pernaps) but 
we do not need a new sc i ence to 
study such reports; exist i ng 
sc i ence i s  adequate. 

If ufo l ogy cannot exi st i t  can be 
nei ther an art nor a sc i ence. In 
any case your compar ison w i th 
movements in art is m i sp l aced and 
somewhat i gnorant . Art has no 
p l ace i n  the so lut i on of a 
str i ct l y sc ient i f i c  prob l em. 

Post-Modernism i s  a react i onary, 
somewhat romant i c  movemertt that 
far from ' redi scover i ng the 
meani ng of trad i t i ona l  forms' 
uses them wi thout any meani ng or 
understandi ng. It is  based on a 
rejection of funct i ona l  i sm,  the 
most advanced basis  for styl e  
that archi tecture has ever 
produced. Consequent l y  Post-
Moderni sm i s  a backward step 
taken by those who fear the 
future and progress ( i t  para l l el s 
a soc ia l  movement that fears 
sc ience and progress). 

If there i s  a react i on to 'New 
Ufol ogy' i t  can onl y  b e  because 
the Tatter has failed to so l ve 
the UFO probl em. Lacking a 
sol ut i on some may have turned i n  
desperat i on to tne ETH; a l l the 
more reason why the a l ternat i ves 
shoul d  be exami ned. One of these 
is my mirage hwPothesi s  w i th 
astronomical  bodi es f i gur i ng 
prom i nent l y  as the st i mu l i .  It 
certain ly  is testable. However , i f  
i t  i s  an y  consol at i on,  my 
hyeothesi s does demand that some 
UFO reports are the resul t  not 
onl y  o f  a rea l  phys i cal  st i mu l us 
(perhaps a m i rage) but of 
subjecti ve processi ng by the 
observers. 

Th i s  proce�i ng must be under­
stood i n  psychol o_g i ca l  and/or 
soc i o logical  terms. Ih fact i t  i s  
now understood that a l l 
percept ion is cond i t ioned by 

i nternal programmi ng and camot 
be tota l l y  rei i ab l e .  

In short I a m  c l a i m i ng that the 
UFO probl em is sol vabl e by 
f i nd ing the physi cal  st i mu l us ana 
showi ng how the observers 
percei ved i t  to be a UFO. Thi s  i s  
nei ther new nor o l d  ufo l ogy; i t ' s  
just the ' app l i ance o f  sc i ence' !  

Steucrt Campbe/1 ,  Edinburgh 

[Magoni a is not the place to 
initiate a debate on contemporar� 
movements in architecture, but I 
would ask !1r Campbell  just which 
examples of architectural 
'funct ionalism '  he has in mind: 
the rust ing, t i le-shedding History 
faculty at Cambridge Un i versi tY. 
by one of the high-priests or 
modernism; the social disasters 
in pub/ ic housing by neo­
bruta/ ist functionalists l ike the 
Smi thsons; or any of the 
hundreds of thousands of leaking, 
flat-roofed buildings, brouaht m 
over budget by tne acolytes of 
Mies van der Rohe and the other 
paragons of 'modernism '? 

1\s for f1r Campbell 's asser tion 
that the lFO problem can be 
solved by 'his ' mirage hypothesis, 
one would be more inclined to 
accept this claim if one did not 
know that ten years ago he was 
asserting with equal v1gour that 
LFOs were ba/1-/ii::Jhtning; and ten 
years before tnat, that they 
were manifestations of the devi r. 
Editor.] 

Dear S i r ,  

In the I i oht of Steuart 
Campbe l l 's l etter i n  11agonia 25, 
al l of us work1 ng on 
UFO/earthl i ght research m 1 ght as 
wel l pack it a l l up now ana take 
up stamp co l l ect i ng.  Campbel l  has 
obvi ous l y  d i scovered the s i mp l e  
answer tnat a l l we del uded �pi e  
- i nc l ud i ng the I i kes o f  Mr MH I s ,  
Or Rob i ns ,  O r  Per s inger et a/ -
have over l ooked: a l l the 
s ighti ngs are of stars! 

I wi 1 1  not answer a l l of 
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Steuart Campbel l  ' s  
general i sat i ons for fear of 
1n 1 t i at i ng an exchange of 
correspondence l i ke that 
between h i mse l f  and Jenny 
rand les i n  BUFOR!t Bulletin 
throughout 1986. But I must 
poi nt out that to regard al l 
observers as m i staKen i n  
respect of the I i ghts they 
observed is wrong ana unsc i en­
t i f i c .  For examp l e  many of the 
reports c l ear l y  descr i 6e I ights 
seen agai nst a background of 
h i  l i s ana trees, and some of the 
wi tnesses are trai ned observers 
w i th a good know I edge of the 
n ight sl<y. It is stretch i ng 
credi bi l i ty to i ts l i m i ts to 
accept some of Campbe l l ' s 
exp I anat i ons ( I  i ke that for the 
Cash-Landrum case in the USA) 
at face val ue. 

H is  sweep i ng dism i ssal of other 
peopl es ' work, and h is  refusal 
to accept anyth i ng wh i ch 
di sagrees w i th h i s  ' nu l l 
hypothesis c l ear ly demonstrates 
that he is not open-mi nded i n  
h i s  approach. H i s  conf i dent 
statements about the �e l sh 
l i ghts, the Hessdal en phenomena 
and the Dragon project are 
based not upon fact but on 
bel i ef .  As he has dec i ded 
beforehand that a l l the strange 
l i ghts are 'astronom i ca l  
o6jects' , anything whi ch 
di sagrees w i th thi s  bel i ef has 
to be f l awed or m i staken i n  
some way. 

As I have poi nted out to 
Campbe l l  i n  a l etter , i t  i s  
po i nt l ess trying to exp l a i n  
appar i t i on-type pnenomena ( Whi eh 
i s  how I tend to regard 
'spook! i ghts') by reference to 
star-maps and astronomy. the 
two are unconnected. 

David Clarke, Sheffield 

Letters for publication in 
Magoni a  are welcomed, whether in 
response to articles in the 
mqgazine, or on other matters 
of interest to our readers. See 
Page 2 for editorial address 

..... 

. .  
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DA.V I S ,  J ,  C ,  Fea r, lfyth and l i k e  your r e v i ewe r who do not  
Hi story/ the Ranters and the r ead f undamen ta l i s t s p i r i tua l ­
Historians, Cambr i dge i s t  l i te r a tur e , the r e  is a 
Unive r s i ty P ress , 1 986 , £22 , 50 r eve l a t i on of ne� l eve l s  of  

gul l ib i l i ty , 
I f  a subj ect or phenomenon i s  
d i scussed i n  t h e  p r ess i s  the 
sub j ect o f  i 111pass ioned denun­
c i a t i on ,  and cen tur i es l a te r  
beco11es the  top ic o f  i mp r es­
s ive acadera ic r esearch , i t  
�us t have ex i s ted - ;us tn ' t  
i t ? 

Not  so , ar gues Or Davis  in h i s  
s tudy of the a l l eged seven­
teenth  century panthe i s t ic and 
ant i nom ian sect ( a  sor t o f  
C rom�e l l i an Doe  She i l s � i f  you 
get the i dea ) [ No ,  Ed , J ca l l ed 
the Rante r s , IJnder cr i t ica l 
exa� i nat i on he Ranter s  tur n  
out t o  be , s o  Oavis  argues , a 
f o l k -devi l based on a s i ng l e 
t ract : C l a r k sons  Single Eye, 
The par a l l e l s  � i th many of the 
top i c s  d i scussed i n  lfagoni a  
a re  obvi ous , Pe ter Rogerson 

BLACKLEY , S Ra11sey , As in !Jdam 
all Oie, , Book 6u i l d ,  1 986, 
£9 , 50 ,  

� r  Rarasey , a f or11er ch i e f  
execut ive o f  the � i l k  Mark et­
i ng Boar d ,  had a c a r d i ac 
a r r es t  i n  1 967 , but d id  not 
have a near-death expe r i ence , 
As a r esu l t  he deci ded to 
exaa i ne c r i t i c a l l y  the i deas 
of s p i r i tua l is t s  and var i ous 
r e l i g i ous groups rega r d i ng 
l i f e  a f te r  death , Ramsey 
attack s  these w i th great 
gus to ,  rec a l l i ng the notable  
athe i s t  pamph leteers of  the 
last century , 11any o f  the 
doc t r i nes and att i tudes as­
sa i led wou l d  p r obabl y  be 
rega r ded as old f ash ioned to 
11any me11bers o f  the f a i ths 
con ce rned , 

The t reatment o f  sp i r i tua l i s t  
accounts o f  the  ' summer l and ' 
i s  h i la r i ous and for  those , 

The d i scuss i on o f  psych i c a l 
r esearch and the near -death 
expe r i ence is ext r eme l y  super­
f ic i a l  and qui te ra i s l eading , 
The cr i t i que of NOE l ook s 
susp ici ous l y  l i k e  sour  g r apes 
- 11 i f  I ' ve not  had a NOE , no­
one has " , 

The r eade r �ho w i shes to see  a 
scho l a r l y , i n te l l igent  and 
sy11pa the t 1c cr i t i que o f  the 
concept  o f  l i f e a f ter  death 
woul d  be adv i sed to  try  e l se­
wher e , Pe ter Rogerson 

OONG , Pau l ( Moon Wa i )  � i th 
Wende l le C ,  S tevens , IJFOs o ver 
11odern China/ a SlJrvey of the 
phenomenon, UFO A rch ive Book s ,  
1 983 

The bu l k  of t h i s  book cons i s ts 
of abs t r a c t s  o f  t rans l a ted UFO 
repo r ts , o f ten in the f o r a  of 
l e t t e rs to  the C h i nese UFO 
Resea r c h  Organ i sa t i on , The 
vast maj o r i ty o f  the repo r ts 
a re  L ITS , w i th the sarae range 
of potent i a l  exp l anat i ons as 
Western  repor ts , Other c ases 
may we l l  des c r ibe exper i mental  
a i r c ra f t ,  ro cket  l aunc hes , 
e t c . On l y  one poss i b l e  abduc t­
i on story  f eatures i n  the 
l i s t i ngs , T races of  o l der  
be l ie f s  are  to be f ound in  
repor ts o f  UFO s ight i ngs c o­
i ncidenta l w i th the f l ight  and 
death of L i n  B i ao and the 
death of �ao , 

Wh i le the p resenta t i on o f  th i s  
mate r i a l  i n  Engl i sh i s  to be  
� e l c oaed , i t  1 s  regre ttab le  
that i t  i s  pub l ished o f , and 
i n  a ser i es c onta i n i nq, some 
of the mos t un l i k e l y  l ook i ng 
c ontac t stor ies s i n c e  Buc l< 
Nel son , Pe ter Rogerson 

BARROW , John 0, and T IPLER , F r an� J ,  The !Jnthropic Cossological 
Principle, C l arendon P ress , 1 986, £25 , 00 

I f  the myths o f  o ther  per i ods were c omposed i n  poetry , those o f  
our  c u l ture  are i n c r eas i ng l y  c o11posed 1 n  aatheaat i c s , Th is  book 
represents such a mytho l ogy of the or i g i n ,  des t i ny and purpose 
o f  l i f e ,  the c osmos and eve r y th i ng as i nacces i b l e  to the lay­
person as any Tr i den t i ne �ass or Po\ ynes i an Creat ion Chant , 

The Anthrop i c  P r i nc i p le counters the o l d  Copern i c an p r i nc i p l e  
o f  med i o c n ty ,  I t  asser ts that on l y  i n  a c osaos l i ke  ours can 
there be observer s , Th is  11ay be bec ause of the Weak Anthrop i c  
P r i nc i p le :  11 The obse r ved va lues o f  a l l  phys ica l  and 
c osmo log ica l  quant i t i es a re  not equa l l y p robable , but they take 
on v a l ues res t r icted by the r equ i r ement tha t there ex i s t  s i tes 
where  carbon-based l i f e  can evol ve , and by the requ i r ement that 
the un iverse be old enough for it to a l r eady have done so • , Or 
is it do�n to the St r ong Anthrop i c  P r i n c i p l e : 11 The un i verse  
mus t have those p rope r t i es wh i c h  a l l ow 1 i f e  to deve lop w i th i n  
i t  a t  some s tage i n  i ts h i s to r y • ?  Thus l i f e  11ay b e  a bas ic  par t  
O f  the C OSIIOS 

T i p l e r  r epeats h i s  cr i t i que of  the absence of  ET l i f e ,  a rguing  
that  i t  i s  huraan l i f e  wh ich w i l l  be  the f i rs t  acr oss the  
cosmos , On huMan shou l ders  s tands the F i na l Anthrop ic  
Pr i nc i p l e : " I n te l l i gent i n f o r raa t i on p roces s i ng rnus t c o1e i n to 
ex i s tence in the untverse , and once  1 t  coraes 1 nto ex i stence i t  
-.. i l l  never d i e  out " - i n  sorae later  stage o f  i ts deve lopment 
l i f e  w i l l  ' co l on i se ' the un ive r se  to cr eate a genu i ne b iove r se , 

L i k e  a l l Mytho log i es th i s  has i ts ch i l d i sh anthropomorph i sl\s , 
Fo r  of t r ick s te r  sp iders  and � i nged ange l s  i t  subs t i tutes Von 
Neumann p robes and i n te l l igent corapute rs wh ich c anniba l i s e  the 
cos fi\Os  l i k e  meta l l ic p i rana f i sh , S t r ange r epos i tor ies i ndeed 
f o r huun va lues , as huraan va lues C o r �&o re  s t r ict l y  martma l i an 
va l ues ) a r e  the pr oduct of our bi o l ogy and soc i o l ogy , So the 
Von Neumann p robes are symbo l s  of  so11e unguessab le  tr anscen­
dence of the p resent  human cond i t i on , 

The des t i ny of humank i nd ,  or at l east  our remote descendants , 
i s  to enter  the omega po i n t , the f i na l s i ngu l ar i ty or the 
co l l apse  of  a l l l og i ca l  un i ve r s es , whe re  11 l i f e  w i l l  have ga i ned 
cont ro l of  all aat te r  and f o rces , not only  i n  a s i ng l e 
un ive r se , but i n  a l l un iverses where  l i f e  c ou l d  l ogica l l y  
ex i s t , and � i  1 1  have s to red a n  i n f i n i te amount o f  i n f or ma t i on 
i nc l ud i ng a l l b i ts of k now l edge tha t i t  i s  l og ica l l y  pos s i b l e  
to k now , , ,  And th i s  i s  the end• , But 11ou l d  i t ?  When a l l  the 
i n f i n i te poss ib i l i t i es  o f  1 + 1 =2 are exhaus ted , 11hy not  the 
i n f i n i te pos s ib i l i t i es of 1 + 1 =3 ?  

I t  i s  i mpos s ib le  to k noll whe ther such an accoun t i s  ' t rue ' o r  
not ,  but the  r eader o f  11agonia i s  more  l i k e l y  t o  be i nteres ted 
in the o r i g i ns and po�e r of such a 11yth , I n  the absence o f  
s t rono emp i r ica l evi den c e  f o r  E T  l i f e ,  I be l i eve that �e shou l d  
tak e Pasca l ' s  gamb l e  o n  the Anthrop ic Pr i nc i p l e  and asser t that 
l iv i ng huraan l:ie i ngs ( or at  most soc i a l  mamlla l s )  are the so l e  
r epos t to r y  o f  cons c i ousness and aean i ng i n  the c osmos , The use 
of  nuc lear  weapons there f ore  threatens ' the ba l ance of  the 
un i verse ' ,  i ndeed in a p ro found sense i ts very ex istence , Th is  
i s  the  message that  the  contac tees gave out years ago , to our 
resound i ng j eers , Wha t an i rony then , that the trulh o f  the 
c ontac tees message �ay be cont i ngent on there  be ing no extra­
te r res t r i a l s  at a l l !  Pe fer Rogerson 
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MACKENZ I E  Andrew , The Seen 
�nd the Onseen, We i denf e l d  and 
N i c ho lson , 1 987 , £ 1 0 , 95 ,  

Andre\f 11ackenz ie  is  the 
env i ab l e  pos i t i on of be ing 
j us t  about the only ser i ous 
regu l ar wr i ter  on ghosts and 
appar i t i ons i n  th i s  count r y , 
i f  not the Eng l i sh-spealc ing  
wor l d ,  In  th is , h is  seventn 
book devoted to psy c h i c a l  
research h e  devotes spec i a l  
a t tent i on t o  a the sense o f  

presence•  - the f ee l ing that 
one is  shar i ng ones space  w i th 
an unseen c ompani on or  
coapani ons , e i ther benevo lent , 
aa levo lent or neutra l , Th i s  i s  
a top i c  wh i c h  the author says 
has been neg lec ted over t he 
pas t f i f ty years , 

The study of suc h  presen c es 
cons t i tutes the f i rs t sec t i on 
of the book ; the other 
sec t ions be i ng on haunted 

. houses , appa r il ions of  the 



dead and l iv i ng ,  c o l l e c t i ve 
a�par i t ions i and a m i sc e l l any 
of other s t r ange expe r i ences , 
A ma j o r  sou r c e  o f  h i s  mate r i a l  
i s  r epor ts sent i n  b y  r eader s  
o f  h i s  p rev i ous book sd a s  �e l l  
as cases i nvest i gate  by the 
author and othe rs , Of ten a 
chapter  w i  1 1  revo lve around a 
pr i nc i p le cas e ,  �h i ch 
introduc es po i n ts wh i ch are  
expanded upon by r e f erence  to 
other cases , �ack enzie  r e j e c ts 
the idea that cases o f  
appar i t ions are  less f requent 
than they were ; rather he 
sugges ts that todern  hab i ts 
suc fi as IH i ti ng rather than 
us ing the tel ephone mak e 
inves t igat i on auc h more  
d i f f i c u l t , 

He gene ra l l y  a l l ows the 
cor respondents to speak f o r 
themselves , but �herever  poss­
ib le  t r i es to get  c on f i rma t ion  
f ro� other persons i nvo l ved , 
At t i raes one f ee l s  tha t th i s  
11ay  a l low c e r ta 1 n  f eatures  o f  
t h e  c ases to bec ome obs c ured , 
for examp l e ,  i s  expe r i enc i ng a 
' hos t i l e  p resen c e · the c ause 
or r esu l t  o f  f am i l y  d i f f i c ­
u l t ies ?  

The range o f  exper ien ces , 
g i ven the obv i ous se l f -
se lec t i on , i s  sur p r i s i n g l y  
b roa,j ,  and covers  many o f  t he 
11ot i f s  �e are  f am i l i a r  � 1 th 1 n  
lfagonia, suc h  a s  bedroo11 
v i s i tors , and even a coup le  o f  
phantom bus  passenge r s , Some 
of the raore c u r i ous c ases 
inc lude the gob l i n o f  W i l den­
ste i n  Cas t l e  in Ger11any , and 
the \llh i  te and b l a c k  spe c t res  
of Graut , �h i c h  push  at the 
l i &l i t s o f  the parapsycho l ­
og i s ts '  c ategor i es , 

Indeed , i f  I have a c r i t i c i s11 
of th i s  book i t  i s  tha t ,  
un l i k e  the autho r ' s  ear l i er  
book s ,  t rad i t i ona l parapsyc ho­
log i c a l  i nte rp retat i ons a re  
forced on  c ases ve ry  uneas i ly ,  
Desp i te �hat Mack enz ie  says 
there see11s very l i t t l e 
ev idence to c onne c t  mos t ao­
par i t i ons w i th p r ev i ous 
inhab i tants of the houses 
11here they occur , Many cases 
seem to i nvo l ve a ver i tab le  
menage r i e  of  appar i t i ons , 
no i ses , po l terge ist  ef f ec ts , 
etc . I suspec t that peop le  may 
have a much  w ide r  range of 
ano;a l ous exper iences than we 
norma l l y  imag i ne ,  on l y  those 
lfhi ch can w i th g reater o r  
lesser d i f f i c u l ty be  f i t ted 
into one of our neat boxes 
labe l l ed ' psych i ca l ' ,  ' UFO ' , 
• rel ig ious v i s ion ' , etc . ,  
be ing repor ted , 

I t  is of ten qu i te arbi trary  
11hi c h  par t i cula r box  an expe r­
ience is f i t ted i n to , The l as t  

c ase d i s c ussed i nvo l ves a 
c oup l e  go i ng f o r  a p i c n i c , 
They s ta r t the day f ee l i ng 
dep ressed , get o f f the i r  bus 
at the � rong stop , wa l k  r ound 
a chur c h ,  enter a phantom 
l andscape and s i t  on a phantom 
benc h ,  Here  the  �o•an enters  a 
deeper  leve l of enc hantaent 
i nvo l v ing the cutt ing of f of 
b i rdsong and ext raneous 
no ises pa ra l ys i s  and c o ld­
ness , tn th is  state she ' sees ' 
three Men through the bac k of 
her head , They tak e f l ight , 
appear ing ha l f way bac k a rong 
the i r  j ou r ney w i th no idea of 
ho\f they go t the r e .  Th i s  
r epo r t c ou l d  c lear ly  have been 
d i sc ussed i n  ter�s of a UFO 
abdu c t i on ,  Mary Rose Bar r i ng­
ton , the parapsycho l og i s t  �fto 
i nves t i ga ted the c ase , thought 
it was un i que - the u f o l og t s t  
k nows other'i i se ! 

Mac k enz i e  wr i tes i n  a l i te ra te 
and cour teous f ash ion , and 
un l i k e  some � r i ters  in t h i s  
f i e l d  t reats h i s  r eade r sh i p  as 
th i n k i ng adu l ts , Th i s  i s  a 
book that  a i l  readers  o f  
11agonia shou ld  r ead , Pe ter 
Roger son, 

BORO. Jane t and Colin,  Hodern 
lfys {er ies of Bri ta in,· one 
hundred years of strange 
e vents, G ra f ton Book s , 1 987 ,  
£ 1 4 , 95 ,  

. 

The Bor d • s  l a test c ompend i uM 
i s  a we l l -a r r anged and t i ght l y 
pac ked c o l l e c t i on of the vast 
r ange of f o r tean events 'ih i c h  
have been re co rded i n  these 

i s l ands beheen 1 885 and 
1 985 , I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t to f i nd 
any s ign i f i c ant c ase  �h i ch has 
been om i tted , and as i s  the 
case  w i th a l l  the Bord ' s  book s 
i t  i s  �e l l  i l lustrated , both 
w i th a r c h i ve photographs and 
p r ints , and o r i g i nal 11ater i a l  
f ro• Co l i n  Bord ' s  camera , 

I t  see11s a l 11os t  unne c essary  to  
des c r ibe the  range  of  the  book 
in any deta i l  - if you can 
think  o f  a f o r tean phenomenon , 
i t • s  here : t r ap ped toads to 
te l epo r ta t i ons , p o l terge i s t s  
t o  pwaas , UFOs to underwater  
Mns te r s , O f  par t i c u l a r  va l ue 
a re  c hr ono log i c a l  and geog­
raph i c a l  l i s t i ngs of tfte 
tlys te r i es i n c ludea , A l l  i n  a l l 
an ext reme l y  va luab l e  r e f e r ­
enc e gu ide , 

And ye t , , ,  and yet . , ,  The re  i s  
some th i ng c u r i ous l y  unsat i s ­
f y i ng abou t th i s  book , Is i t  
that  �e 1 ve seen it  a l l  bef o re , 
f rom the Bords and in the 
pa��es o f  For tean Times and 
even /'fagonia? I s  it that af ter  
ten o r  so books  and �o re  than 
t�enty years ' i n the bus i ness ' 
�e were  rather  hop i ng they 
�ou l d  be �ov ing  away f r o; 
l i s t i ngs and s t ar t i ng to put 
the � 1 de r ange o f  phenomena 
they have s tud i ed into  some 
sor t o f  con text?  

I s  it  that �e a re  beg i nn i ng to 
t h i nk that a ne� booK f rom the 
Bards is ra ther l ess  o f  an 
event than it onc e  was , and 
r ather  mor e  a r ou t ine  par t o f  
a pub l i sher ' s co rporate p l an , 
I do hope not , John Rimmer 

Janet Bord i nte rv iews a phantom puma � i tness 
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KlJRTZ , Pau l (Ed , ) ,  � :;"kept ic 15 
Handbook of Parapsychology, 
P rometheus , 1 985 , £ 1 4 , 95 

EDGE , H i yt L , ., "ORR IS , Rober t  
L , , PAL"ER J ohn , and RUSH , 
Joseph H ,  Founda t ion of Para ­
psycholoqy,· fxplor ing the 
bounda r [es of hu11an c apab il­
i t y, Rout ledge and Kegan Pau l , 
1 986 , £9 , 95 

FRAZ I ER ,  Kend r i c k  ( Ed , ) ,  
Se ience Confronts the Paranor­
mal ,  P rotetheus , 1 986 , £ 1 2 , 95 

Three l arge paperback  vo luraes 
here  r ep resent the r ange of 
responses to ps i ,  

The Handbook i s  c e r  ta i n l  y the 
la rgest w i th over 700 pages 
and th i r ty paper s ,  s ome re­
p r i nts and some p r epared 
spec i a l l y  f o r  th i s  vo l u11e , I n  
gene ra l  they rep resent a 
reasoned , i n te l l i gent , ' i n te r­
na l ' c r i t i c i s ra  by such peop l e  
a s  Chr i s topher  S cot t ,  Ge r d  
Hovel raann , P Hoebens a n d  Susan 
B lac k more i as we l l  as hard­
l i ne c r i � i c s  suc h a s  Ja11es 
Rand i and Mar t i n  Gardne r , 

Of spec i a l  i n terest  a re  ' A  
Cr i t i c a l  Ove r v i e'i o f  Par apsy­
c ho logy ' by Ray Hyman ; 
' F r auau lent  Ch i ldren i n  Psy­
c h i c a l  Resea r c h • by F r aser 
N i c o l ; Be t ty Mar \ll l C k  s derao l ­
i t i on o f  Soa l ; ' Par apsyc ho l ogy 
and i ts C r i t i cs 1 by Doug l as 
S tokes ' The Adventures o f  a 
ps i - I nh i b i to ry  Expe r 1 mente r ' 
by Susan B l a c ktao r e , and 
H6ve lraann ' s  b i b l iography o f  
s c ep t i c a l  l i terature  and  
c r i t i c a l exa� inat i on of the 
Near-Death Expe r i en c e , 

Hovel raann , B l ack;ore  an S tokes  
represent a ' new parapsych­
o l ogy ' �h i c h ,  i n  B la c k more ' s  
terms , � i l l  ma i n ta i n  the 
i n teres t in anaoraa l ous exper­
i ences wh i le l iber a t i ng them 
f r om the s tra igh t j a c k e t  of 
ps i ,  T rad i t iona l farapsycho l o­
g i s t John Be lo  f r esponds , 
though as he now appears to be 
su f f e r i ng f rom  an advanced 
c ase of I ng l is i t i s th i s  adds 
to the scep t i c a l  c ase ! 

A l l papers  except one or two 
are readi 1 y corapr ehens i b l e  to 
the l ay person , wh i c h  i s  mor e  
than can b e  said  f o r  muc h  o f  
Foundat ions o f  Parapsychology, 
whi ch des c r ibes i tsel f as a 
textbook o f  par apsJcho logy , 
"any of the p rob lems i sc ussed 
by the con t r i butors to  the 
Handbook are  r ea l ly on l y  
toched on her e  i n  one chapte r , 
and too of ten ' f ind i ngs ' are  
p resented w i thout any  c r i t i c a l  
sense 1 o r  even any sense o f  
the nd i cu lous , 
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Th i s  rev i e�e r , hav i ng no deep 
interest  in ever  more e l ab­
o r ate guess i ng games , o r  g r ea t  
k now l edge o f stat i st i cs , 
turned i ns tead to Part  I l l ,  
�he re  r easonab l e  chapters  on 
ps i and sc ience  and the 
prob lem  o f  surv iva l  are  
spo i led by a f oo l ish  p i e c e  on 
the ' Soc io-Cu l tura l  Aspec ts o f  
Ps i ' ,  i n  whi c h  wh i te South­
A f r i c ans ' ' wonder ta les about 
the Kaf f i rs ' are repor ted w i th 
a s t r a ight f a c e ,  ' new-age ' 
nonsense is churned out , and 
the pseudo-s c ient i f i c  raMb­
l i ngs of ' psy c h i c  a r c heo log i s t  
Je f frey Goodaan are desc nbed 
as ' l eg i t ima te ' , 

Confronts is a se l e c t ion  o f  
a r t i c l es and  book r ev i e�s f rom 
Scep t ical Inqui rer, and i s  
� o r e  l i ghtwe igh t  than the 
prev ious work s , I t  i s  
ove r l oaded w i th Rand i , 
Gardne r ,  K l ass  and other  
�embers  of  the rat iona l i s ts ' 
ver s i o n  of the �or a l  Ma j or i ty , 
As readers of Le11 i s  Wo l pe r t  s 
a r t i c l e  in the 6uardian ( 24 th 
Dec ember 1 986 ) w i l l  gather the 
real ob j e c t ion  the CS I COPers 
have to psyc h i c s  and ps i is  
tha t these o f f end aga inst  the 
Pur i tan hard  work  pn ne ip le  by  
p rom i s  i n� k no�  1 edge on the 
c heap - I d i dn ' t  oet wher e  I 
aiR today 11 i  thouf s tudy i ng 
theo r e t i c a l  phys i c s  f o r  
seventy year s , now a lono comes 
John Pseudosc i ent i s t  s tea l i n� 
the b read out of my mouth ! 
Th i s  p robab l y  exp l a i ns the bad 
tempe r , 

Bes t i s  P H Hoebens on 
C ro i sset  the C l a i rvoyant ,  and 
h is pompous and f r auau lent  
�entor  the  great  ' He r r  
P ro f essor ' W i  l he lm Tenhoe f f , 
The para l l e l s  w i th CS ICOP ' s 
Olfn devot i on to ' The A11az i ng '  
h imse l f  i s  not ,  however , c om­
�ented upon , Pe ter Rogerson 

W I LFORO , John Nob l e , The 
Riddle of the Dinosaur, Fabe r 
� Faber , 1 986 , £ 1 4 , 95 

• The wonder of d inosaurs a ,  as 
Pu l i tzer Pr i ze w i n n i ng sc ienc e 
�r i te r  John Nob l e  W i l ford  sees 
it • i s that they are an en i gma 
beyond solut i on 11 , Wh i c h  must 
be why so nny peop le w i thout 
pa l aeonto logi can t r a i n i ng 
enough to te l l the i r  A r chae­
opteryx f ro1 the i r  e l bow queue 
up to specu l ate about them , 
not least about whatever was 
respons i b l e  for ensur i ng that 
the d i nosaurs aren • t 1 n  th us 
nowadays , Riddle , , ,  avo ids the 
usua l p i t f a l l s  of books wr i t­
ten for  d i nosaur-j unk i es who 
don ' t  happen to be tra i ned 
pa l aeonto log i sts , I t  nerges 
qui te e f f o r t less l y  as one of 

the mos t  o r i gi na l  and s t i mu l ­
a t i ng f o r ays  1 nto th i s  heav i l y 
w r i t ten top i c  i n yea rs , 

The t i t l e  is s l igh t l �  dec ep­
t ive , though , Riddle, , 
a c tua l ly te l rs a lot  l ess 
about d 1 nosaurs than about the 
peop le �ho study them : the 
geolog i s ts t the pa l aeonto l og­
lsts and to r e r e c ent l y , but 
not a l ways to the . �ho l esa le  
de l i ght  o f  the  a f oreaen t i oned ) 
the as t rophys i s ists , "r 
W i l f ord ' s  book exp l ores d i no­
saurs not so �auch  as unusua l 
and very  ext i n c t  an i ma l s L but 
as a dev i c e  aga i ns t wh i c n  the 
p r a c t i c e  o f  S c i en c e  c an  b e  
measur ed - the re-eva l ua t ion  
o f  past  doc t r i nes the c ha l ­
l enges to estab l i shed l i nes o f  
th i nk i ng , t he  exc hanges o f  o l d  
theor et i c a l  mode l s  and  method­
o log ies  for  ner;  ones , ihe  
evo lut i on o f  p r eh i s to r i c  l i f e  
f o rms � i r ro r s  the evo l u t i on o f  
our f resh  f or m  o f  thought 
r e l a t i ng to the!l , Ul t i u te1y , 
get t i ng the r i oh t  ans�er to 
the r i dd l e  of ihat d i nosaurs  
were  doesn ' t  �atter  as auc h  as 
hor; r;e a t te�p t to so lve  it in 
the f i r s t  p l a c e , 

The s c i en ce- i n-ac t i on approach  
exc uses the f a c t  that  the r e  
have been be t te r  books  o n  
d i nosaur s as l i v 1 ng ,  b r eath i ng 
c r ea tures or  about the 
h i s to r i c a i  s teps  to the i r  
d i s c over y; A l an Char i g ' s  � Ne� 
Look a t  'he Dinosaurs f o r  one , 
Edw i n  Co l be r t ' s  c l ass i c  /fen 
and Oinosaurs ( wh i c h  � r  
W i l f ord  du l y a c k now l edges ) f o r  
another , Not that  Ridcfle , , ,  i s  
def i c ient  i n  e i ther  dep a r t­
Ment , Fa r  f rom i t ;  the author 
has an eye for  the te l l i ng 
b iogr aph i c a l  de ta i l  r;h i c n  
b r i ngs to l i fe persona l i t i es  
a l most  as fa r  beyond  mod e r n  
r eade rs ' r e t r i ev a l  as T r i c er a­
tops o r  �eaga l os aurus , The r e  
i s  the true s t o r y  o f  how 
6 i deon "ante l l  c ame to f i nd 
the f i rs t  l guanadon ( d i f f er i ng 
markedl y f rot the way he to l a  
i t  af terwa r ds ) , There are 
v ignettes o f  Reed saash i ng up 
bones he cou l dn • t  r emove so 
that r i va l c o l l e c tors  shou ld  
not get at  thea , and pa laeont­
o logy ' s b�t e  noir, O r Rober t 
BakKer  a l ar m i ng his  o lder 
peers by i ns i s h ng that b i r ds 
don ' t  deserve a separate 
zoo l og i c a l  c lass to themse l ves 
because they • re on l y  d i nosaurs 
a f ter  a l l , 

But  the book rea l l y takes of f 
f ro11 Chapter 1 0  w i th a ser ies 
of def t ,  p i  thy resumes of  
p a l aeonto l ogy  as i t  i s  today : 
the prob l ets , the controver­
s i es , reassessments and reass­
essr�ents of  reassess11ents , 
Were  the d i nosaurs  wa rm  

b l ooded? A r e  b i r ds the i r  
d i r e c t  desc enda!'t s ?  D i d  the i r  
1 60-Mi l l ion-year r e ign end 
when the Ear th was s truc k  by  
an a l l -devas tat i ng aste r o i d /  
rteteo r / c omet ?  Ra i s i ng a n y  one 
o f  these sub j e c ts i s  a good 
way to r a i se a pa l aeonto­
l og i c a l f i st- f ight , but  the 
au thor does so � i th ba l an c e  
i n i mp a i red  and eyes unb l a c k ­
ened , Bes i des avo i d i ng the 
f ac i l e rush to pr omo te  one 
v i e� a t  the expense of 
anothe r , Riddle , , ,  s c ores  
thr ough the  way i t  g i ves 
a c c ess to the rar i f i ed uppe r  
a traospheres o f  the sub j ec t ,  
p resen t i ng techn i c a l i a  tha t 
s e l dom es capes the pages o f  
spec i a l i s t  j ourna l s , I t  
c rea tes the imp ress i on tha t 
you a r e  possessed of the 
l ates t d i nosaur i c  i n f o r 11a t i o n  
- y o u  probab l y  never gate­
c rashed a con fe rence  on Late  
C r etac eous ext i n c t  i ons � but  
th i s  book  raak es it  f ee 1  tha t 
'#Jay , 

f u l l y  po i nts out vhy �e shou l d  
s t a y  a l i t t l e l onger 1 char t i ng 
the ebb and f l ow of the debate 
and po i n t i ng out why the 
c a tast roph i s ts haven ' t  c a r ied  
a l l be f o re  thera , The  penu l t­
imate  c hapter  b r i ngs the saga 
up to date w i th a p rogr ess 
rep r t  on the newe s t  phase of  
the c a tac  1 ys11 hypothes i s : the 
so-c a l l ed ' De ath S tar ' i dea 
and i ts r e l evance  to the 
pr oposed 26-m i l l ion-year c y c l e 
of ext i n c t i ons , I t ' s  hard  to  
see ho111 t h i s  c ou l d  have  been 
done bette r , 

The ba l an c e  and up-to-the 
m i nuteness are an 1 l l us 1 on : 
f o r  one th i ng the book has a 
f a i nt but  no t i c ab l e  States i de 
b i as . G r anted that �os t of the 
ea r- ca th i ng debates have been 
s taged in the USA , but i t  
1 i sses so11e o f  the B r i t i sh 
cont r i but i ons , wh i c h  have 
of ten exh i b i ted w i t t i l y 
e f f ec t i ve ways of put t i ng 
the i r  ob j e c t ions ove r , I t  !4as 
ou r own O r  Ha l s tead �ho 
couc hed a p rovoc a t i ve s tate­
ment  �h i c h ,  i f  ver i f i ed w i l l  
send �or e  than j us t  the k i l l e r  
me teor theory  b a c k  i nto o r b i t ,  
The r e  now s ee11s to be some 
ev i dence  that seven d i nosaur 
spec i es sur v i ved the great  
ex t i n c t i on , Ha lstead men t t oned 
th i s  in an a r t i c le for the 
6uardian l as t  September , j ust 
as W i l f o rd ' s  book had i ts 
B r i t i sh debu t , 

I t  l.fas a pecu l i a r  r e l i e f  to 
see  such  a we l l - tuned , compre­
hens i ve tr eat11en t o f  the 
A l varez ' k i l l e r  �eteor ' ,  a rgu­
ab l y  the mos t i mpor tant  
s c i ent i f i c  hypothes i s  of  the 
dac e ade , c e r ta i n l y  the aos t 
c ont rovers i a l , Too 11any peog l e  
have been m i s l ead o n  th i s , The 
l ess c au t ious have esposed the 
i de a  o f  the d i nosaurs b l as ted 
by the e f f e c ts of  an 
asteroid/1eteor h i tt i ng Ea r th 
at the end of  the C retac eous Yes , the l ater-than-we-thought 
because i t  see11ed such a f i ne det u se of the d i nosaurs ttay 
rebutta l  of  the v i ews he l d  by have wrecked an awful  lot of 
the more staid  resear c hers , theor i es and paradigms l and 
Let ' s  f ac e  i t :  we a l l enj oy a wasted an awf u l  l o t.  o f  
good c atac l ysa , espec i a l l y  one collputer-power , I t ' s  a lot  
f.hat of f ers total  answers  to 11orse than g i v i ng a Bronto­
unso lved great �uest ions ; saurus ske leton the wrong 
apa r t  f ro• wn i c h , fa laeonto lo- head ! But f ar f rom be i ng a 
g is ts ( trad i t ional y seen as a d isaster , i t  wou l d  be J Ust  
oegree l ess l ively  than the another s tage i n  the debate 
f oss i ls they hand le ) have been that opened some 20 years ago 
an easy target for c us tard  and shows no s ign of f lagg i ng , 
p i es , So11e f o l k  be l i eve that The Riddle of the Dinosaur 1 s  
A lvarez has sol ved the Great an idea l way of  get t i ng i n  on 
D i nosaur mystery L and we c a n  the b i ggest se  i ent i f i c  show i n 
a l l  go home , Mr w i l ford  c are- town , Hichael 6oss 
--- --P-r-rn_t._e_d_b_y_ -E-.j-.-y-,--1-7-L-.,.-n-g_b_a-;-k--A-.,-.-,--N-o_t._t-rn-gh-.-.-,--N-e_s_ -5-BV-- ---


