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E 0 I T 0 R I A L N o · T E S 

Conspiracy theory i s  certai n ly  
the issue i n  Br i t i sh ufo l ogy at 
the moment w i th two recent books 
on the subject (one rev i ewed i n  
thi s  i ssue, another t o  be 
rev i ewed next t i me) . 

Interest i n  ' cover-ups' has not 
been a major feature of UFO 
i nterest i n  thi s  country for some 
t i me. and the recent resurgence 
of i nterest seems to be a 
fol l ow-on from the promot i on of 
the Rendl esham case, encouraged 
by the f l ood of FOIA mater i a l  
re l eased by U S  groups such as 
CAUS. But the recent surge of 
pub I i c  i nterest i n  the topi c . 
i ndi cated by the except i onal 
sales of T i m  Good's 11bove Top 
Secret is remarkab l e. It must 
surel y  be r e l ated to the more 
general  pub l i c  awareness of 
covert government operat i ons 
prompted by the S.y Cu•••r 
affair, ana the Government's 
attempts to prevent the 
pub l icat i on of Mr p ... r IJ .... t's 
memoi rs. 

It may be true (or there aga i n  

i t  may not) that your edi tor 
has come i nto possess i on of a 
copy of this work,  and has been 
eagerl y scour i ng i t  for any 
revel at i ons of poss i b l e  ufo l og i cat 
importance,  but w i thout too much 
success . There wou l d  appear to 
be. for i nstance, no ment i on of 
the noted i ntel l i gence off i cer Mr 
e .... n c ....... n. and nei ther i s  
there any suggest i on that Messrs 
Burgess and Mac l ean were 
i nvol ved in the Cedr i c  A l l inghom 
hoax. 

On the other hand. how many of 
those who hove bought 11bove Top 
Secret w i  1 1  be very disappoi nted 

.that it contai ns no references 
to extraterrestr i a l  p l ots to 
overthrow the government of Mr 
H .... d '-,l .... n. nor does i t  reveal 
that MI5 chi ef S i r  R• .. r H .... s 
was a secret BUFORA doub l e  
agent? 

I thi nk we shoul d  be to l d. 

[Th is  editor i a l  has been campi l ed 
under the Government's repor t i ng 
restr ict i ons.] 
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Few watchers of the recent ITV 
mml-ser i es dramati sation of 
AI i son Lur i e' s  Imaginary Friends 
would have reali sed that it was 
based on facts . Ms Lurie ' s  
i nsp i rat i on was Lean Festi nger ' s  
W'hen Prophecy Fails, though the 
character Tom McMann appears to 
have been based on Char I es 
Laughheed ("Or Armstrong") who 
was an occult i st rather than a 
soc i ologi st .  

The novel does ra i se some 
extremely valid po ints about 
' part i cipati ve observat i on ' . I 
found that it also made a 
valuable comment on a UFO/ 
psychic circus of a few years 
back , one of the chief partic­
ipants of which expressed a w i sh 
for "a mature i nvest igator , not a 
youth of sixteen who can·t 
sat i sfy me"! 

Somewhat d i sturb i ng news has 
come to light: it appears that 
v i rtually no Amer i can books on 
our subjects are go i ng to be 
avai I able through the Br it i sh 
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The 1 987 BUFORA Internati onal 
Congress was a splendidly 
organised affai r, in the i mpres­
sively comfortable surroundi ngs 
of tne London Busi ness School 
(the main audi tor i um i s  somethi ng 
I i ke the General Assembly of the 
Uni ted Nat i ons - you rather 
expect to see Sir Robert Gairy 
i ntroduci ng the Grenadan de I eg­
ation! ) .  Although I was not able 
to be pr esent for the who I e 
three-day event, it was a great 
pleasure meeti ng many f1agonia 
readers and correspondents -
some, .known prev i ously only by 
the i r  feroci ous letters, proved 
rather gentler in the flesh! 

High spot of the weekend was the 
sem i -sinister non appearance of 

Library, wh i ch now seems to 
classify all except the dullest 
tomes as "recreati onal readi ng" . 
A prominent casualty of tni s  
pal icy i s  Susan Blackmore ' s  
Autobiography of a Parapsych­
ologist. \rlould the autobiography 
of a leadi ng British physici st or 
psychi atrist be thus treated? 

1\s thi s  i s  be ing wr i tten the 
Teessi de ' ch i ld sex abuse ' furore 
is developi ng.  Are we seei ng a 
modern ex amp I e of the witch­
f i nder, who searches for the 
contemporary equi valent of the 
w i tches' mark, which can only be 
detected by the speci ally trai ned 
or gifted? In the US tales of 
chi Id abuse r i ngs have become 
tales of black magic and w i tches 
sabbats , w i th abduction tales 
which are not very diss i m i lar 
from UFO abduct i on stor ies.  In 
fact there are a number of 
disturbing I i nks between chi Id 
sex abuse and UFO abducti on 
accounts. Thi s  is a subject I 
shall certainly return to on some 
future occas i on. 

The great 40th ann i versary has 
passea without major inci dent. It 
looks I i ke we are not going to 
have the great wave of 1 987. In 
a couple of years even BOLS wi 1 1  
be forgotten as a fad. Also 
passing is the rather sinister 
pro-death' N.O.E. of a coupl e  of 

years ago, though I suppose we 
w ill eventually get a collection 
of the near-death experiences of 
AIDS v i ct i ms. 

the I egendary Co I one I Ha It of 
Rendlesnam fame. "I stand before 
you a b itterly d i sappointed man" , 
aec I aimed ashen -f ashed ' F  I ash· 
Harry Harris, as he saw the £170 
ferQJ fare he had wired to Halt 
in Belgi um sai I i ng gaily over the 
horizon . 

Halt was apparently ensconced at 
Greenhorn Common, where it would 
Of?pear he preferred the company 
of Peace Campers and demonst­
rators to the genial faces of a 
BUFORA conference! 

Most of the papers presented 
were interesti ng and illuminati ng 

apart of course from the 
engineers' . Can anything be done 
about engineers? Just because 
they are supposedly 'techni cal' 
and 'sc i ent i f i c  , other ufologi sts 
show an exaggerated respect for 
their opi n i ons. But when they 
stray outsi de the i r  speci alist 
fielcf, they are no better 
qual i f i ed than anyone else. 

But mu God! They can bore for 
Br i tai n! (And Norway too, for 
that matter) They're worse than 
chartered accountants!! 
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UFO 

1�hat is the purpose of the UFO phenomenon? Answer that questton 
and perhaps the rest of the picture wi 11 fall into place. \¥'hat they 
are and where they are coming from might be better answered by 
approaching the problem in the reverse direction. 

The solution to the teleology of the UFO phenomenon has in the past 
tended towards two hypotheses, when they have tended anywhere at 
all: learning and teaching. I reject both these alternatives on the 
grounds of non-contact. All gooi:i education is based on interaction 
between student and teacher. If they want to sway us they would 
not display themselves furtively and seek to create fear and 
paranoia. If they want to learn from us they should come among us 
and ask questions. If they want us culturally unchanged as an 
experiment in sociology, they would disguise their activities better. 

The irrationality of the UFO 
phenomenon has been commented 
upon frequently by ufologists. 
The alien way of doing things has 
frequently gone beyond the 
inscrutible into the totally dumb. 
Toying around with patterns in 
UFO behaviour one dat,:J. I rea I i sed 
that, for all its Irrationality, 
the UFO phenomenon neverthe­
less did possess a logic. Not the 
logic of education, the logic of 
theatre. 

outrageously to the i r frequency 
in reai I ife: few people ever 
witness such a chase, let alone 
participate in one. The audience 
presumabiy realises that this is 
unreal' out forgoes criticising 
that i !logic since they recognise 
fiction operates by conventions 
only occasional� naving to do 
with reai I if e. Reality, after all, 
is not is exciting as enter­
tainment. That's wny entertain­
ment exists. Those conventions 
are excused by one phrase 
dramatic licence. 

3 
be explained if we are to solve 
the flying saucer myster_y. For 
the year of 1967 alone, Fawcett 
tallied 81 UFO car chases 
worldwide. 

\¥'hat is more, the chases involve 
every dramaturgical gimmick that 
can be seen in mass entertain­
ment. The UFO phenomenon rivals 
the J ames Bond series in its 
attempt to yield every permutat­
ion of vehi cui ar mayhem. Consider 
if you wi 1 1  an incomE?Iete tally I 
have compiled of vehicl e­
related motifs culled from the 
I i terature: saucer chases car: 
saucer bumps car: car controlled 
by alien force; saucer forces car 
out of control; vehicle becomes 
airborne: car I ifted up on two 
wheels, car made to do 180 • 
turn: car teleported; saucer 
crashes into car; police chase 
saucer; saucer chases ambulance; 
saucer chases train, plane, 
hitch-hiker, snowmobi le; saucer 
fires at car; man jumps from car 
before crashing into building; 
saucer blocks road; saucer plays 
'chicken' with plane; saucer 
rescues 'copter; saucer swallows 
plane; saucer blows up plane; 
and plane disappears after 
reporting trouble involving 
saucer. 

The existence and character of 
these chases lacks any plausible 
explanation outside the realm of 
theatre. 1"'hat possible rationale 
could chases serve for an extra­
terrestrial pi loting a souped-up 
aerial dragster which, if some 
reports serve as a guide, could 
fly rings round a dragonfly? If 
it wanted the earth vessel they 
could latch onto it in seconds 
and not spend a great deal of 
time curling the hairs of the 
drivers of the vehicles. The 
spectacle of cars, including 
pal ice cars, chasing vessels with 
the imp I icit abi I ity to achieve The tip-off was a 1 1  the chases. 

Chases are sta� I e i terns in our 
fantasy I ives. It is a formula 
element to most act ion-adventure 
television. \¥'here would fi I m­
makers be if there were no 
screeching tyres and rising 
speedometers to maintain the 
i 11 us ion something is hafPpen i ng? 
Half the block-busters o recent 
years have chases in them: Star 
lrars, The Empire Strikes Back, 
Raiders of the Lost !irk, Indiana 
Jones 8 the Temple of Doom, and 
appropriately, Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind 

The a I i en way or do i ng th i ngs 
has Frequentl y gone beyona 

the i nscrut i b I e into the 
toto I I y dumb _ 

The re I i once on chase sequences 
is understandable: it is a quick, 
easy way of heightening tension 
and accenting the conflicting 
relationships between characters. 
The kinetic imagery and the hint 
of danger excites the senses. 

The frequency of 
movies and TV 

chases in 
contrasts 

In ufology it is a simple matter 
of observation that chases are 
absurdly commonplace. In a relat­
ively small sample of 80 cases 
drawn from the Uintah region of 
Utah by Frank Salisbury, no less 
than six chases were in evidence. 
Salisbury felt this constituted a 
pattern which forced "the 
question of why UFOs should want 
to follow cars" onto ufologists. 

George Fawcett in a wider study 
of the repetitive features of the 
UFO phenomenon determined the 
"pursuit of UFOs by planes in 
the skw and by cars on open 
highways' is a feature which must 

escape velocity from Earth itself 
has to be viewed as pure farce 
if we aren't meant to accept 
these episodes under the proviso 
of dramatic license. 

Like chases, abduction is a 
staple item in action-adventure 
drama: the disparity of the 
frequency of abductions in drama 
compared to real I ife is again 
striking. The essence of all 
drama is conflict; for conflict to 
take piace one requires a 
pretext to bring antagonists 
together. Ideally a moral ai lemma 
must exist. Kidnapfina sets up 
such a c I ear mora di I emma and 



4 
at the same t i me i nev i tab l y  
brings hero i nto i nteract i on w i th 
the v i  I l a i n .  

IJe know abduct i on was not a 
necessary feature of extra­
terrestri a l  contacts . Or i g i na l l y  
the nove l ty of the contact was 
enough to capture the i nterest 
of i ts audi ence. Prob l ems arose 
in such contacts: ·�the cho i ce of 
contactee, and the a l i ens' chary 
att i tude to g i v i ng qua l i ty g i fts 
commesurate w i th thei r  benevol ent 
ta l k .  After a number of ember­
res i ng i ne i dents I i ke the Adorn­
sk i photos and Howard Menger's 
recantation, the fate of cont­
actees was dec l i n i ng aud i ences . 
The advent of abduct i ons 
represented a fortui tous turn of 
dramaturgy. Abduct i ons brought 
a l i ens ana humans together' and 
then over l ayed an e l ement of 
conf I i et and power . It excused 
the l ack of contact and gifts 
and, by d i m i nishi ng thei r 
friend l iness, permi tted a l arger 
measure of i nscrutab i I i ty i n  the i r  
acts. 

Abduction i s  p l ain l y unethi ca l  i n  
the failure to ootain consents 
and, more signi f i cant l y i n  i ts 
f l outing of the convent i ons of 
the host cu l ture.  It is at l east 
prob l ematic that a cul ture pos­
sessing the rat i ona l ity and co­
operativeness necessary to bui Id 
the technology i mp I i cit in saucer 
sightings snou l d  engage in 
abduction. It is more probab l e, 
to my vi ew, that i t  is a dramatic 
convent i on under l y i ng the 
frequency of abduct i on among 
contemporary UFO contacts.  

Rather it  i s  considered an 
erasure of events from the m i nd 
by the abductors. \!/hat g i ves 
away the dramat i c  i ntent_ <?f th i s  
event i s  the recoverabt l tty of 
the memory. \!l i thout recovera5 i l i ty 
there would of course be no 
p l ot .  Permanent erasure wou l d  
seem t o  be a feat more f i tt i ng 
of a super-technol ogy. 

Exp l os i ons and crashes are the 
punctuat i on marks of adventure 
shows . Agai n  there i s  an 
exaggerated frequency among UFO 
reports whi ch seems to speak 
more to a shared funct i on of 
entertai nment rather than to an 
aspect of techno l ogical  rea l i t i es .  

onl y  be accepted under the 
shelter of dramat i c  I i cence. 
Rea l i s i ng ufo l ogy i s  shaped by 
such convent i ons, i t  can come as 
no surpr i se that there are 
dozens of para l l e l s  of these 
g i mm i cks i n  sc i ence f ict i on f i l ms 
i ncorporat i ng themes of a I i en 
contact and i nvas i on 

In sayi ng thi s  I do not i mp l y  
that tnere i s  a conscious 
p l ag i ar i sm. Most of the para l l e l s  
ar i se s i mp l y  b y  the necess i t i es 
of dramatic I i cence. Exposure to 
c i nemat i c  a l i ens may set up an 
understandi ng of dramatic l og i c  
wh i ch i s  <::frown on at a l ater 
date, but the ro l e  of that form 
of i nsp i ration i s  probab l y  not 
extens i ve .  Immun i ty to  weapons i s  an often 

seen gimmi ck i n  mov i e  monsters 
and conveys a sense of a l  i enness If there is one case of para l ­
and power . I t  does the same i n  l e  I i sm whi ch seems t o  i nvo l ve 
ufo l ogy and _ ds>ub l es _ to keep p l ag i ari sm it wou l d  have to be 
ev i dence s l tppmg tnto the the s i mi l ar i ties between the 
eossessi on of tnd i v i dual s  on messages of the a l ien i n  the 
Earth. notor i ous Plan Nine from Outer 

. _ _  . Space and the message of 
V i o l at i ng sc i entif i c  senstbl l ttles · 'Va l iant Thor ' of Venus as pre­
are a number of sc i ence-f i ction sented i n  the 1967 book Stranger 
seams whi ch have found the i r  way at the Pentagon. I must say 
i nto UFO l ore: things I i ke ant i - however, I cannot be l ieve anyone 
grav i ty, persona l l ev i tat i on, wou l d  have the chutzpah to 
inv i s i b i  I ity, m i nd readi ng, force- consc i ous l y mode l their story on 
f ie l ds, matter i nter-penetrat i on mater i a l  from that monumental l w 
and time trave l . No scientist bad f i l m .  It could be co i ncidencer 
cou l d  be fau l ted for d i sbe l i ef i n  
the 'anyth i ng goes' qua l ity to 
alien techno l ogy; some of these 
dev i ces have been part of the 
stage mag i cian's bag of tr i cks 
for centur i es .  And as i t  d i d  for 
such performers, these i l l us i ons 
produce the desi red qua l i ty of 
awe when seen i n  UFO reports 

Amnesia_ 
Sometimes ea I I ed the 

common-cold or the soap opera 

Science f i ction and the UFO 
phenomenon is more directly 
I inked by content rather than 
convention. Mar jorie Hope 
N i chol son pointed out the I i nk 
f l ying saucers had to the 
centur i es o l d  trad i t i on of cosm i c  
voyages i n  her sem i na l  h i story of 
that tradi tion, Voyages to the 
/"'oon. Consi der i ng ner book came 
out in 1948 , l ong before a l l the 
dramat i c  tw i sts transpi red i n  
ufol ogy, her assessment l ooks 
v i rtuall y  c l a i rvoyant 

Most of these abduct i ons i nter­
est i ng l y i nvo l ve another drama­
turg i cal g i mm i ck - amnes i a .  
Somet i mes cal l ed the common-co l d  
of the soap opera, i t  i s  an 
extreme rar i ty in real I i fe, but 
i ts dramat i c  possi b i  I i t i es are 
very seduct i ve to TV wr i ters . The 
v i ct:i m i s  confronted w i th the 
mystery of a chunk m i ss i ng from 
h i s  I i fe a l ong w i th conf l i cts i n  
the sh i fted re l at i onsh i p  of the 
v i ct i m  w i th h i s  fr i ends and 
enem ies.  The so l ut i on usua l l y  
i nvo l ves a c l i mact i c  reso l ut i on of 
a traumat i c  character . There are 
a l so e l ements of sympathy and 
tensi on whi ch can be p l ayed upon. 
W'r i ters can hardl y  be fau l ted for 
returning aga i n  and aga i n  to thi s  
dev i ce. 

In ufol o_gy I i kew i se,  amnesi a  i s  
common. It i s  general !� I i m i ted to 
a sma l l per i od of mtss i ng t i me 
and i s  not associated w i th 
phys i cal  or emot i ona l trauma. 

The force-f i e l d  i s  a more recent 
i nvention of SF wr i ters - I know 
of no SF apo l og i st who grants 
the si i ghtest p l aus i b i  I i ty to the 
concept . The use of force-fi e l ds 
i s  one of the strongest argu­
ments that UFO reporters borro¥1 
from SF i nconstruct i ng a dramat i c  
veh i c le for the i r  observat i ons. 

M i nd rays are eqtJ<?IIy suspect, 
g i ven the comP-Iextty of the 
human brai n. The i r  v i si b i !  i ty 
speaks for the i r  dramaturg_tcal 
or i g i n: I i ght_ !s unl ike l y  t� effe<?t 
h i gh l y  spectftc ch�ges tn br:--atn 
function. The posstbt l ty of l toht 
bei ng an i nc i dental  funct i on or a 
programm i ng rad i at i on suggests 
energies more I i ke l y  to fry a 
bra i n  than modi fy i t .  

These examp l es of dramaturgi c a l  
g i mm i ckry are but the most 
d i stinctive exampl es of a whol e  
pattern of behav i our d i sp l ayed by 
the UFO phenomenon wh i ch can 

The i dea of the extraterrestr i a I 
and i ts creat i ve exp l oration i s  
centra l  to both SF and UFOs. The 
dreams of abductees can trace 
the i r  ancestry through a I i neage 
composed of H G 'Jel l s, Jul es 
Verne, Emanue l Swedenborg and 
Jonathan Swi ft, or i gi nat i ng i n  the 
dreams of Kep ler's Somnium. 
Kep l er ' s  tr i p  to the moon opened 
thi s uni verse of i mag i nat i on and 
i t  ¥/as we l l  exp l ored by the t i me 
Adamsk i h i tched a r i de to the 
pastoral l and of the moon. 

Bertrand Meheust has wr i tten an 
extens i ve study of the para l l e l s  
between ufo l ogy and pre-saucer 
SF, wh i ch he f inds presages many 
of the accoutrements of contemp­
orary ufo l ogy: e l ectromagnet i c 
effects (EMX), an i ma l  reacti ons, 
soi I traces. I i ght rays, and 
amnesi a .  Ent i t i es and craft i n  
ear l y  S F  d i sp l ay the same mag i ca l  
abi I it i es as contemporary UFO 
ent i t i es .  He i nc l udes over a 



dozen illustrations of saucers 
pre-dating the modern era by 
decades which are true to the 
present version down to extended 
rims, conning towers and 
portholes. 

This last is a particularly 
enticing conundrum. Every 
co 1 1  ectl on of SF i 1 1  ustrat ions 
includes examples of saucers 
drawn before they turned up in 
rea I skies. Ylhen one first sees 
these prefigurements the identity 
admits no ambiguity. You don't 
think "This could be a flying 
saucer", you think "this is a 
flying saucer". One can offer 
numerous explanations for this 
identity. Perhaps SF artists had 
saucer encounters before 1947. 
Perhaps the drawings I edged in 
peoples ' memories and after 1947 
the images became overlayed in 
IFO misidentifications. Perhaps SF 
artists are symbolic. Perhaps 
there are deep psychological 
resonances in the snape, 
favouring its appearance in 
extraterrestrial contexts. 
Perhaps aliens designed their 
craft from the ill ustrations. 
Then, too, it could be 
happenstance. 

I believe the resemblance is 
chance. SF illustrators were 
partial to rockets in most 
drawings, in deference to scien­
tific extrapolations of their 
time. but they by no means 
limited themselves to a tiny 
repetoire of possibi I ities. They 
exercised their creativity to 
explore a wide range of novel 
forms which might be uti I ised for 
space travel. From the collect­
ions of SF drawings I have to 
hand I find craft in all these 
forms: spheres, hemispheres, 
ellipses, eggs, cones sguares, 
cylenders, triangles, Saturn-
snapes, doughnuts, dumbbells, 
hearts, teararops, boomerangs, 
fish, and other elementary 
shapes. 

There were, naturally enough, 
marvellously convoluted, arty 
structures beyond simple 
description, and non-vessels, like 
sky-cycles, and a floating half­
shell furnished only with 
cushions! The flying saucer forms 
but one fairly olarid variation in 
that diversity of shapes. There 
is an inevitability to the saucer 
appearance given its fairly simple 
construction by adding a 
centre cabin to a disc. 

The argument works as well in 
the opposite direction. IJhi le 
there is a partiality to the disc 
there is an abundant diversity of 
shapes to be found in UFO 
reports. I have found all the 
following_ described or drawn in 
the UFO literature: spheres, 
hemispheres, ellipses, eggs, 

cones, cylinders, squares, 
triangles, Saturn-shapes, dough­
nuts, dumbbells, teardrops, 
(beginning to sound fami I iar?) and 
so on and so forth. The saucer 
parallel just cannot be seen as 
amazing in the face of all these 
other similarities. Some, I ike a 
UFO/SF parallel between a tear 
drop vessel having a Saturn ring 
encircling it in an identical 
relationship are far more 
amazing.It is only when the forms 
become more intricate or daring 
that one encounters difficulties 
in finding parallels between the 
two genre. 

One can consider the creativity 
shown in saucer forms by 
considering all the accessories 
avai I able on UFOs. They rival the 
Detroit auto industry in all the 
options, including in both cases: 
fins, portholes, picture windows, 
bubble sun-roofs, all-over 
chrome, textured surf aces, 
customised paint jobs, racing 
stripes, decals, exhaust work, 
antennae, gri lis, curb feelers, 
big screen TV and a myriad of 
lignt arrays. 

As regards the casting of the 
role of the ufonaut, a similar· 
display of creative diversity has 
been found. A I  vi n Lawson wrote a 
paper which strong_ly demonstra­
ted this point. Re found UFO 
aliens could be grouped broadly 
into six categories: human, 
humanoid, animal, robotic, 
apparitional, and forms posses­
sing exotic deformities (improper 
numbers of I i mbs, mi sproport ion 
of bodily parts). Lawson goes on 
to show the imaginary beings of 
various fictional cosmofogies 
display an identical range of 
forms. Each of the six types has 
members in Greek myth, Christian 

5 

myth, with . lore, fairy lore, 
1\fice's Wonderland, Shakesperian 
drama, science fiction and even 
cereal-box art! 

Two of the few peop I e who have 
tried to show a I ack of er eat­
ivity exists in ufology are 
Freaerick Malmstrom and Richard 
Coffman. To do this they const­
ructed an imaginary alien on a 
unipedal anatomy. They then 
opined that aliens would more 
likelu be based on exotic 
physiologies than on the frequent 
human and humanoid forms. It 
constitutes an anthropocentric 
bias. Valid to a point, the point 
falters in berating the uncreat­
iveness of UFO reporters. Lhipeds 
have been reported on at least 
four occasions - Pascagoula: 
C.A.V. of Peru; Harrah, Washington 
of January_ 19. 1977: Paciencia. 
Brazil on September 30, 1977. It 
also fai I s  to recognise the 
presence of virtually unclassif­
iable creations fike Betty 
1\ndreasson's tree-frog-1 ike bipea 
bearing eyes on tile tips of 
stalks worn on its non-head, or 
the jelly bag creatures doing a 
witches' dance around a 
shimmering saucer in a Swedish 
encounter from 1958. There can 
be no justification in trying to 
slight the creativity of the 
phenomenon· s i magi not i veness. 

If there is to be any caveat to 
the diversity of aliens it is the 
total absence of one category of 
imaginary beasts: ultra gigantic 
creatures such as those on the 
magnitude of King Kong, Godzi I la 
and all the walKing skyscrapers 
traipsing around the Japanese 
landscape in monster movies. 
Se i ence f i et ion has shown few 
qualms in using this form when 
ripping off H- G Wells' alien 
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i nvas i on plot. Stani slaw Lem 
colourfuii\:;J described this pulp SF 
behav i our in these terms: 

•rt pract i ced a ruthless exp l o itat ion, 
ransa c k ing, i n  its search  f or 
i ns p irat i on h i story textbook s and the 
L i nnean sys te11 a l ike , in  order to prov ide 
l izards, c utt lef ish  w ith grasp ing arms , 
crabs i nse cts , and so forth w ith 
inte l l igence , �hen  even that bec ame 
threadbare and present ly bor i ng , the 
theme SF had run i nto the ground �as i n  
its terat o l og i c a l  extrem ist� taken over by 
the th ird-rate horror mov ie , wh i ch i s  
gerfect ly bare of thoughtfu l  content" 
[ About Strugatsky's 'Roadside Picnic' i n  
Science fution Studies Jl, November 
1983,] 

The absence of ultra gigant ic 
aliens is one of the few -hopeful 
signs of rational it\:;J in the 
general sha2e of the UFO 
phenomenon. Such ultra g i ganti sm 
has been applied to the snips on 
occasion but nothing I i ke 
Voltaire ' s  l1icromegas has \:Jet to 
transpire on earth. Unless there 
is a sociologicai factor repres­
sing the reporting and accept­
ance of these reports , their 
absence is a curious problem for 
an imagination-based theatre 
paradigm. Though hardi\:;J a fatal 
objectton to all that has been 
seen alread\:J, I feel they should 
ex i st. I urge an\:J investigators 
who have been exposed to such 
cases to make them known. 

Another aspect of w i tness 
reports i s  that the\:J are so 
often framed i n  an ' escalation of 
hypotheses' formula. To Hunek 
this suggests a rat i onal explor­
ati on of possibi I i t i es of what the 
UFO could be. But it can be 
considered a way of bui ld i ng 
dramatic tens i on toward the 
cli mactic real i sat i on one i s  in  
the presence of  a m\:;Jstery. 

Superlat i ves are I i berally 
spr i nkled among accounts to 
accent the exci tement of the 
� itness. Hynek Sa\:J� the_ phrase 

I never saw an\:;Jthtn� l1ke this 
i n  my whole l i fe·. recurs 
fre�u_ef!t_ly i n  � i s  i nterrogations. 
Verts 1 m1l1tude 1s a traait i onal 
prerequi s i te of theatre. The 
d i splay of s i ncer i ty and the 
artless attestations he didn 't or 
couldn't make this all up -
Scout ' s  Honour! - is no defence 
against this v i ew. 

I am not sa\:;Jing UFO reporters do 
not believe what the\:;J are tell i ng 
us: what i s  being recogn i sed is 
that interrogation necessitates a 
social performance in which the 
reporter seeks to convince an 
authority figure to validate his 
e�perience. Being a good actor 
Simply means upholding the 
conventions of this situation. In 
this view I am following Erving 
Gof fman and his work The 
Presentation of Self in Everyday 
Life. where he shows that we 
continuaii\:;J take on roles in our 

The absence of" ultra g i gant i c  
aliens i s  one of" the Few hopeFul 

signs of" rat i ana I i � i n  the genera I 
shape of" the UF-O phenomenon 

The di vers i ty of i magi nati on and 
the use of dramatic l icence seen 
in the form of the UFO phenom­
enon supports a v i ew of i t  as 
theatre. W'here does the w i tness 
f i t  in thi s  view? Here we must 
turn to a questi on f i rst asked 
rhetorically by J Ali en Hynek i n  
h i s  book � I.FO Experience 
"Can he possibly be acting thi s  
out? Could he be such a good 
actor? And if so to what ena?". 
Hynek c I a i ms to have mused over 
tnese questi ons many t i mes 
w ithout resolut i on. 

It i s  my turn to tackle the 
quest i on and I answer it in the 
aff i rmative.  UFO reporters are 
acting. It is the descr i pt i ons of 
witness performance by Hynek 
h i mself whi ch leads me to thi s 
v i ew. He says the w itnesses 
typ ically must grope for the 
language to convey the 
unspeakable gual i t i es the UFO has 
mani fested. Th i s i s  so clearly a 
method of he i ghteni ng awe and 
mystery that it hardly needs 
pointi ng out 

i nteractions w i th others and 
adopt accepted conventi ons i n  
order t o  b e  taken seriously. 
In Goffman' s  sense , most people 
are good actors .  

The use o f  hypnoti c  regressi on 
b\:;J can be v i ewed as an extensi on 
of the role-taki ng behav i our of 
w i tnesses and thus an approp­
r i ate instrument of the Theatre 
of the UFO. In Theodore Sarbi n ' s  
i nte:pretati on of hypnosi s, 
subjects do not behave accordi ng 
to an� k i nd of physi olog ical or 
mentalt.sti c  model: they respond 
accordtng to the preconcepti ons 
and expectati ons held by that 
!nd i v i dual. Change thei r. expectat­
' ons about what hypnos 1 s i s, and 
the i r  behavi our changes. There i s  
no uni versal pattern o f  response. 

The i ntrospecti ve exper i ence of 
h\:;Jpnoti c  subjects i s  often 
i nd i sti ngui shable from that of 
the actor. Thi s  i s  markedly true 
w i th respect to such features as 
the d i ssoci ated state of the 
actor from h i s  'normal ' 

personal i ty, and his losi ng 
h i mself i n  a role to the 
exclusion of awareness of h i s  
surroundi ngs . One can see the 
dramatic role of hypnosi s  most 
forcefully i n  hypnoti c  regressi on 
for the purpose of reveali ng 
_'past l i fe experiences' .  Ion 
W'atson, in his cr i t i que of thi s  
f i eld notes these i ncarnati ons 
are typically rei i ved w i th "very 
consi derable emotion". It 
necessitates the hypothes i s  of 
"some extremely powerful and 
unconsci ous acting mechani sm 
within the mi nd". 

\Vatson powerfully argues these 
experiences lack evidentia l it� and 
their content at times derives 
from works of histor i cal fiction. 
This is rei nforced b� Alv i n  
Lawson's experiments (see l1agonia 
10) where he p l aced subjects with 
no UFO exf?er i ence into the role 
of a UFO reporter� and got 
stories s i m i  I or in most wa�s to 
subjects who had UFO exper­
iences . Those w i th pr i or experi­
ence were a I i ttle more emotional 
(i .e. dramatic) than those who 
had not; this i s  fuii\:J in I ine 
with UFO reporters being of a 
more dramatic predisposition. 

To what end is such acting 
directed? Applause. Approval. The 
figure of the interrogator is  
used to attest the truthfulness 
and sanity of the reporter . 'then 
the investiaator decides not to 
do this, -either because the 
performance i s  flawed or because 
the UFO is explicable, the 
reacti on of the reporter i s  often 
disappointment and hosti I ity. Bad 
reviews wi 11 do that . If curiosi t� 
and truth were the driv i no force, 
satisfaction and praise for the 
investigator's acumen would be 
more logi cal reactions. 

Identi ty w i th the reporter i s  
another end, and i t  i s  one 
supported by the pervers i t i es of 
the UFO phenomenon. All thi ngs 
are arra�ed against h i m: he is 
besei ged by the forces of chaos; 
his powers of action are str i pped 
from h i m; locomotion, agressi on 
and documenta i on all fai I i n  the 
UFO's presence; he i s  chased 
down by mindless geeks, for 
i mpenetrable reasons. And he 
faces it alone. Societ� refuses 
to understand h i m, ne d i dn't 
consent to i t, he does not 
understand i t. He can't  even 
prove it. And that, as they say 

That's  entertainment. 

This is en extract from Mcrti n  
Kottmeyer:-'s forthcoming � The 
Schlemazl Factor; or what !JOf!!:'i is 
en alien !}0(! ccn't pcrty_ with?to 
be ptbli� by Fortecn Tomes. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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The other day a young man came into O:Y offic_e, seekir:g �o find �he_ history of his hou�e: who _ had live9 
in it and especially who might have d1ed m 1t. VIas d:� JUSt cur1os1ty? No. There was someth1ng wrong 
with the house, where the baby would not sleep and the dog had begun to howl. Maybe, he thought, 1t 
was haunted. 

The same day a woman came in, trying to discover what _ occupied t_he land_ where her house now stood 
before it was built. She gave no reason, but on prev1ous occas1ons th1s _type _of query has �een 
stimulated by fears of hauntings. At least once a month someone comes to me w1tn th1s type of enqu1ry. 

These incidents are from my 
experience as a local history 
librarian in a northern town. It 
is apparent to me that there 
exist many unreported 'haunted 
houses', and that a powerful 
factor in this is a fear of the 
unofficial 'off-campus' history of 
the house. A history of the 
organic round of birth, pro­
creation and, especially, death, 
which is perceived by the house's 
current occupier as being 
oppressive, palpable and threat­
ening. In some senses the house, 
'the home' is an extension of the 
individual's body or personality; 
hence the trauma induced oy 
burglaries. Simi I arty the house is 
seen as having oeen imprinted, 
one might almost say contamin­
ated, by �he previous occupants. 
The house has borne witness to 
their most intimate moments. 

To the new occupant, the 
'incomer', the haunted house has 
a 'history' or a 'reputation' in a 
personal, almost sexual. wa_1J. The 
house is not a 'virgin'. It has 
been violated by the presence of 
other human activiy, which may 
afflict and infect the incomer. 
The sorts of questions which are 
asked about the haunted house· s 
previous owners or tenants are 
the sorts of questions one might 
ask about one's partner's 
previous sexual partners. 

The main terror inspired by 
these previous occupants is that 
they are dead. gone, finished; 
that they are not continuing the 
organic round elsewhere. They 
have become part of history, 
their I ives cannot oe 
experienced, only inferred. 

One of the cornerstones of 
sceptical historical philosophy is 
that historical events cannot be 
directly known about; all we have 
access to are the written and 
structural documents left by 
past generations, from whicn 
history may be 'reconstructed'. 1 
This nistory becomes the formal 
history, the 'campus history', the 
history taught in schools, the 
network of kings and dates. 
Perhaps also a rather more 
intimate history reconstructed 
from diaries, wi lis, reports, 
enquiries and the press. 

But there is another history, the 
oral history of folk memory, 

A N D T H E D 0 G S 

H IJ W I.-B E G A N T O  

--···--

Pel:;er- Roger-so..-. 

i.n.,resti.gates the si.{In.i.f:ica.n.ce of 

•:;:he "off caiitp-u.s" hi.st.::tr-�r of the 

fta_.._.._...._.::;:ed 

ballads, songs, stories learned at 
mothers knee, passed on across 
generations - 'off-campus' 
nistory. Unlike the documents of 
campus history, this sti 11 has a 
power over the I iving, it can 
sti 11 be experienced. It is a kind 
of folklore, often at dramatic 
odds with the documentary 
history. It is a history which is 
a present real it\;j. shaping the 
I ives and exper1ences of its 
hearers. The 'history' of haunted 
houses is very much an 'off­
campus', peop les' history, a 
folklore of what should be true 
rather than documentary truth. 

At the heart and core of much 
ghost lore is a belief that 
certain events taking place in a 
space or territory, for ever 
render that space an inappro­
priate location for the mundane 
activities of life. The events 
remove it from the realm of 
secular to sacred space. 

Ho'-IS:e 

To take an example: most people 
(this writer among them) would 
consider it highly inappropriate 
for the salvaged Channel ferry 
The Herald of Free Enterprise 

ever to be used to carry 
passengers again. Its only 
morally coherent fate would be 
for it to be ta!<en into deep . 
deep waters and scuttled. An 
analysis of the reasons for this 
feeling is difficult because a­
rational, but would cl earl'::) centre 
on the sense of the Herald's 
place as a catastrophic scar on 
the memories of the I iving. It 
now, I ike Abraham Lincoln, belongs 
to histor'::). and to its victims all 
else are intruders. 

Here then is another step 
towards the social history of the 
haunted house. In popular 
imagination it is a place where 
an event has happened whi eh 
c I oses the - I if e of the house and 
consecrates it to a particular 

The Herald of Free &lterprise 
to its vi ct i ms  all else ere i ntruders. 
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moment of histor�. This is 
principally because the community 
now sees that place as a monu­
ment to that event. Even if no 
documentary, 'campus' histor� 
attaches itself to the building, 
the sense of moral coherence 
demands that such history be 
supplied. 

Haying been consecrated to 
history, the price to be paid for 
its violation is for the violator 
to directly experience history. 
Hence the sign of the haunted 
house is its invisible parallel 
I ife where if'"_)_. history is 
recapitulated . .:; Furthermore this 
history is experienced often as 
wilderness/chaos. This equation 
between history and wilderness 
operates because of the 
pervasive power that hi story has 
on us - the I i ves of a 11 readers 
of !1agonia are conditioned by 
the fact that, e.g.. the Allies 
won �orld �ar II and not the 
Axis. History is an irreducible 
Fait accompli, a brute, unchanging 
fact of nature. It has immense 
power over us, but we have no 
power at a 11 over it. 

That is not all, as Gauld and 
Cornell point out. �: In 'real' 
cases it is difficult to separate 
out poltergeists and hauntings. 
Note that in parapsychological 
folklore poltergeists are 
associated with the 'awakening' 
of the sexual energies of 
adolescents. hauntinas with 
events taking place after death, 
Poltergeist disturbances are thus 
connected with the emergence of 
potentialities to create I ife 
(before the beginning), hauntings 
are connected with the fading 
away of what was once a I if e 
(after the end). 

Polts and haunts thus mark the 
alpha and omega of the organic 
round: together they for m a 
symbol of- the creation and 
destruction of I if e. Sexuality, 
procreation, birth and death 
belong to the wilderness and 
they are barely contained within 
the structures of society. The 
shattering of the family home and 
property represents the 
incapacity of the family to tame 
the raw energies of creation and 
destruction. 

Ghosts. haunts and polts then 
are the signs of the I imino! 
zones between being and not 
being: the history of the haunted 
house is the hi story of 
repetitions of this organic 
round, or its dramatic severance. 

Amongst the commonest motifs is 
that of the friendly or hostile 
house. The house appears to 
accept or reject the incomer, 
and the i ncomers sense of ease 
or unease is projected onto the 

house, aided and abetted by 
subtle clues from neighbours. 

The theme of host i I e houses 
suggests a confusion between 
people and places: the disturbed 
house is a metaphor for 
disturbed family dynamics. For 
ex amp I e, one of Mackenzie's 
female correspondents reported 
that her eh i I dhood had been made 
unhappy by a 'hostile presence' 
in her house, centred on a 
bedroom which made her "pale and 
thin unlike all the other 
children", and which made her 
reluctant to return home from 
school. These are typical 
symptoms of a victim of chi Id 
abuse. This lady's mother refused 
to discuss the incidents, saying 
her own chi I dhood had been made 
unhappy by the psychic delvings 
of her mother. 

In another case a woman claimed 
that a hostile presence nearly 
caused the breakup of her 
marriage: her husband laughing at 
her fears caused her to panic 
and fall down s\:atrs on more 
than one occasion - giving hints 
of suppressed violence. 

In a case from Birmigham in 1955. 
a poltergeist was blamed for the 
death of a month-old baby. Raps 
and whisperings were heard in 
the house, and a four-year-old 
chi Id saw a 'dog' sitting on the 
baby's face. ·7 .a 

ted onto the dynamic of the off­
campus hi story of the territory 
where the events take place. The 
'objectivity' and · collective 
nature of such incidents derives 
from a collective fantasy 
producing trauma 

As with much drama, the 'ghost 
story' of a property may, on 
closer reflection, show some 
correspondence to the personal 
concerns of the I iving. Such 
stories often involve violation of 
profound taboos, domestic murder, 
suicide, infanticide and forbidden 
passions. 

It is difficult to say of course, 
how many alleged poltergeists are 
covers for domestic vi o I ence. 
This break-down of traditional 
family mores leads to a reversal 
of the home and family as a 
bastion against the forces of 
outer chaos. The haunted house 
is transformed into a wi Id anti­
home, a place to flee from in 
fear, instead of run to for 
security. 

The majority of haunted houses 
are not the erooertu of the 
occupiers. T, ,e · lradit ional 
Victorian haunted house was the 
short-lease house. where the 
servants came with the proPerty. 
The archetupal modern haunted 
house is the counci i house. Such 
houses I i tera i  ly 'belong to 
someone eise'. The\:) are pernaos 

The traditional Victorian 
haunted house was the 

short-lease house. 
where the servants came 

with the propert�-
The archet�pal modern haunted 

house is the counci I house 

At present no detailed studies 
exist which look at the haunted 
house from the 'new parapsycho­
logical' P-erspective. Osborne's 
stud_y of The �oman in Brown', 5 
or Fodor on 'Ash Manor' 6 being 
exceptions. Each such incident 
may be pregnant with meaning for 
the exper i ent. even the story 
may be. selected because it deals 
with the incomer's problems. 

In the case of 'The �oman in 
Brown', the appearance of 'the 
woman' to the central percipient 
when a telephone rang, was 
traced through a network of past 
traumatic experiences, both real 
and fantisised, involving sudden 
death and blankets. In the Ash 
Manor case. the incidents 
revo I ved round a coup I e' s sexua I 
conflicts. 

In such cases rdead things which 
will not lie down' from the 

more 'used'. have more off­
campus history than other, more 
settled, houses. There is a 
greater I ikel ihood of a failure of 
Bonding between the occupant and 
the house. 

I have previously argued that 
the idea of the change l ing arose 
as a mechanism to rationalise 
chi Id abuse and the failure of 
parental bonding. The parents' 
feelings of hatred, aggression 
and afienation are projecl:ed onto 
the chi Id itself, turning it into 
a hostile alien presence. May not 
a similar mechanism exist for 
houses: the incomer's sense of 
alienation from the house or 
community, and their failure to 
experience the house as 'home 
sweet home' are projected onto 
the house. now regarded, I ike the 
change I ing chi Id, as a hostile, 
threatening presence. 

percipient's personal history, It is also possible 
become connected with or projec- sizeable proportion of 

that a 
haunted 



l;)ouses are 'first t i me' homes, 
wherein young coup l es are 
experiencing the strains of 
marriage and adu l t  responsibi I it­
ies, and where the home is a 
source of worry rather than 
ideal ised domestic b l i ss. The 
prob l ems of the ' home ' , i n  the 
sense of fami l y  I if e. become 
projected on the physical 
structure of the house. 
A l i enat i on from the home becomes 
experience of the house as a l ien. 

The mediums and exorcists who 
vis it  such houses know what 
their cl ients want and need: a 
good costume me l odrama, fu l l of 
fire and passion and suffering, 
which I ike a TV soap, te l l s tlie 
audi ence "You think you've got 
prob l ems . . . !" Such stories contain 
stock situations which inform the 
community of expected norms . 

There is a schoo l of socio l ogists 
which argues that soci ety needs 
crimina ls and deviants to de­
nounce, in order to demonstrate 
its ru l es and so l i d i fy the 
community in upho l ding them . The 
haunted t--.ouse is a marking-stone 
of the viol ation of community 
taboos , a scapegoat in brick and 
stone for a l l the dark and un­
worthy secrets of the community.  
Do tlie incomers then take upon 
themse lves the traumas of the 
whole commui ty? Do they become 
irwo l untary sin eaters? 
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A Solution of the UFO Problma 

Sl:;e u a. .-- t:; Ca.JDpbe�� 

UFO reports are known to be caused by sightings of many different 
phenomena and objects and it is a l so known that many reports are 
caused by sightings of astronomica l objects. However, there are some 
strange reports (what buffs ca l l  'the core phenomenon ' )  which seem 
to deTy rational exp l anation. I sha l l show that not onl y  can these 
reports be exp l ained by astronomy and meteorol ogica l optics but that 
the phenomenon in question accounts for the consistent , universa l 
reports of UFOs as discoids (besides some other characteri stic 
shapes) . The resu l t  must be that the UFO prob l em is effective l y  
so l ved! 

The mirage 

The mirage is not an i l l usion; it 
is an image or images of a rea l 
object seen via abnorma l refrac­
tion . To some extent the l ight 
from distant objects is a l ways 
refracted in air if the air is 
not uniform in density and the 
I ight traverses the a i r  at an 
ang l e  to the p l anes of the 
density l ayers that is not a 
right ang l e .  For examp l e, the 
I ignt from stars be l ow the zenith 
i s  bent downwards in proportion 
to the zenith ang l e  unti I, at the 

c o o l  a i r  

temperature inversion, where a 
l ayer of warm air (untypica l l y) 
I ies over co ld  air or where tlie 
temperature rises with height 
(see Figure 2) . Inversions often 
form in va l l eys or over water . It 
is the superior mirage which can 
exp l a i n  UFO reports. 

A mirage is not simp l y  a 
disp l aced image; it consists of a 
double image w i th one image 
inverted under the other 
(upri ght) image (a l though some 

::=::-...... 
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1 
hot r oadway 

w a rm a i r  

� c o l d  a i r  

horizon, the refraction is about 
hal f  a degree. In a mirage a 
strong temperature gradient (a 
thermae I i ne) produces much 
greater refraction, to the extent 
that the I ight rays are returned 
to the coo l side of the therma­
e! i ne i f  they approached from 
that side. 

F i gure 1 shows the situation 
above a hot roadway where a 
mi rage of the sky appears as 
water on the road. This i s  known 
as an ' inferior m irage ' because 
the image i s  below the object. 
When the image appears above the 
object the resul t  is ca l l ed a 
'superior m i rage ' ;  such m irages 
can be causea by a meteoro­
l og i ca l  condition known as a 

2 

times on l y  one i mage may be 
v i sib l e) .  Moreover, the two i mages 
can vary in separation, sometimes 
we l l  apart and somet imes c l ose 
together. Indeed, the two i mages 
can merge into one another, 
produc i ng an unrecogni zab l e  
image, or reduce to a horizonta l  
l i ne! In add i t i on the i mage(s) can 
become �eat l y  magn i f i ed due to 
a l ens effect of the i nversion, 
the magn i f i cat i on being greatest 
near to the merge I i ne between 
the two i mages. The magni fi ed 
i mage(s) can appear very bright 
because the atmospheri c  I ens 
gathers more I ight than wou l d  
have reached the eye from an 
unmagnified i mage (as in a t e l e­
scope) . A mirage can be seen 
whenever the object and the 
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observer I i e  a l most i n  the same 
pI one as the thermae I i ne , or 
tangent i a l to i t  i f  i t  i s  curved. 
A mov i ng thermoc l i ne can cause a 
m i rage to move! 

Super i or m i rages were f i rst 
descr i bed by J oseph Huddart i n  
1797 , but it was not unt i I the 
pub l i cat ion of Samue l V i nce's 
account i n  1799 that sc i ence 
took an i nterest . In 1798 V i nce 
observed and sketched i ma�s . of 
shi ps seen across the l 1 sh 
Channe l from Ramsgate in ent 
(Eng l and) . 

F i g .  3 shows one of h is sketches , 
but F i g .  4- shows the degree of 
en l argement that can occur i n  a 
super i or mi rage. Modern m i rages 
are more I i keD:! to be caused by 
a i rcraft (see F i gure 5 . )  

4 

Astronom i cal m irages 

Any promi nent object near the 
hor i zon can st i mu l ate a super i or 
m i rage ( i n  the appropr i ate 
condi t i ons) . But i t  does not have 
to be a terrestr i a l  objec t ;  
m i rages can b e  st i mu l ated by 
br i ght astronomi ca l  objects ( i .e .  
stars or  p l anets) near the 
hor i zon. Thi s  introduces severa l  
new features .  Because the I i ght 
from an astronom i ca l  object i s  
refracted di fferent i a l l y  a s  i t  
crosses the atmospnere i ts 
m i rage i s  I i ke l y  to d i sp l ay 
var i ous and changi ng c o l ours. 
A l so ,  because sc i nt i l l at i on i s  at 
a max i mun near the hor i zon the 
i mage is l ike l y  to exh i b i t  
f l aSh i ng I i ghts, often co l oured 
due to tne refract i on.  Other 
features, such as ' beams ' . may be 
v is i b l e. 

The doub l e  m i rage of an astro­
nom i c a l  object wi l l  (normal l y) 
show as two I i ghts one above tlie 
other . Refracti on shoul d  p l ace 
red I i ght at the base and v i o l et 
I i ght at the top of the upper 
i mage, w i th the co l ours reversed 
in the l ower i mage. Var i ous 
shapes wi 1 1  appear as the two 
i mages come together unt i I ,  i n  
c i rcumstances where onl y  

h�l f  o f  each enl arge� i m�ge . i s  
V I S i b l e, the c l asS I C  f l y mg 
saucer ' wi 1 1  be formed (see 
F i gure 6) . The ' merge I i ne '  wi 1 1  
somet i mes b e  marked b y  the 
appearance of a I i ne of un i dent­
i f iab l e i mages (the ' d i sc '  of the 
' saucer ' )  in whi ch co l oured I i ghts 
may appear . 

up r i ght i 111ages 

0 

---8---e--8 -E7-
0 

inve r t ed i mages 

Temporal  var i at i ons i n  the 
thermae ! i ne may cause changes i n  
shape and/or s i ze dur ing 
observat i on and changes i n  s i ze 
may be percei ved as changes i n  
range. Enl arged and br i ghtened 
i mages may be v i s i b l e  in day l i ght , 
so account i ng for reports of -the 
' dayl i ght d i sc ' !  Because of the 
more act i ve atmosphere.  day l i ght 
i mages are more I i ke l y  to be 
mob i l e . Astronomi ca l  objects be l ow 
the hor i zon can be v i s i b l e  on the 
hor i zon v i a  a type of mi rage 
cal l ed the Novaya Zem l ya effect 
in whi ch I i ght is repeatedl y  
refracted around the Earth for 
great d i stances .  

l.FO reports explained os mirages 

Onl y  Oonal d  H. Menze l ( i n  three 
books and var i ous art i c l es) and 
'J i  1 1  i am V i ezee and Gordon D .  
Thayer ( in the Condon Report) 
have ser i ous l y consi dered m i rages 
( inc l uding astronomi cal m i rages) 
as an exp l anat i on for 1JFO 
reports. Menzel came to the i dea 
after seei n� what appeared to be 
a c l assi c  saucer ' but wh i ch he 
l ater i dent i f i ed as an i mage of 
S i r i us  ( i t  was actual l y  Saturn! ) .  
A l though he once suggested that 
Kenneth t\rno l d  had seen a mirage 
of mountai n  tops he neither 
demonstrated thi s  nor rea l i zed 
that the f l ashes t\rno l d  reported 
were probab l y  due to strong 
focusing across one or more 
temperature inversi ons. In fact 
Arno i d  di d see m i rages of  n i ne 

snow-covered peaks i n  the 
Cascade Range; the movement he 
attr i buted to them was ent irely 
due to h i s  own movement . 

But a l though the UFO myth began 
w i th s i ght of a m i rage of terr­
estr i a l  objects it has been 
sustai ned mai n l y  by reports of 
m i rages of extraterrestr i a l  
objects!  So many o f  the pr i nc i pa l  
reports c on  b e  assoc i ated w i th 
prom inent astronom i cal  objects 
that it cou l d  be sa i d  that 'UFOs ' 
are astronom i cal  bod i es !  I have 
a l ready shown how a m i rage of 
Venus was respons i b l e  for the 
1979 Li v i ngston (Scot l and) 
report . 1 and a l so how the same 
p l anet l ed to the 1980 Todmorden 
(Eng l and) report . ..-: But i t  seems 
th�t. V�nus w;os a l so the object 
wh1 cn l anded and terr i f i ed the 
vi 11 aaers of L I onerchymedd in  
Angefsey ('Ja l es) in  1978 .  Venus 
a l so caused the famous Nosh­
Fortenberry report of Jul y  1952 
(V i rg in ia);  i t  l ay exact l y  on the 
hor i zon (os seen from the 
ai rcraft) i n  the di rect i on from 
whi ch the LlfOs appeared to come. 
More recent ly  (December 1978) 
Venus was the object seen and 
f i l med from an ai rcraft f l y i ng off 
the coast of South Is l and. New 
Zeal and; the p l anet , 8 • be l ow the 
hor izon, was seen v i  a a Novaya 
Zemlya image. 

A 1 1  the naked-eye p I  anets can 
produce mi rages. 

Mirages of Jupi ter have been 
respons i b l e  for mDr"\1 rE:ports. In 
194-8, not only  was 1 t  the object 
chased by the U1f ortunate 
Captai n  Mante l ! ,  i t  was the 
object whi ch Li eutenant German 
attempted to intercept over 
Hector A i rport . Forgo. But 
Jup i ter ' s  most sensat i onal 
9Ppearance must be as the 
' f l y i r}Q  saucer ' captured on f i  I m 
by A l m i ro Barauna as he stood on 
tile deck of a Brazi I i an navy ship 
anchored off Tr i n i dade Is l and in 
the South At l ant ic  i n  January 
1958! Here, in day! i ght , a mov i ng 
inversi on bubb I e momentar i I y 
�rejected a merged mirage from 
Jup i ter ' s  pos i t i on 2 ·  above the 



hor i zon i n  the west up and si de­
wa�s unt i I i t  appeared to hover 
near a rock� peak. Th is  seems to 
be the onl� c l ear p i cture of 
such a da� l ight mi rage. 

Saturn has a l so caused UFO 
reports (as ment ioned above) . Its 
most famous appearance ma� be 
as the object whi ch l ed to the 
De l phos (Kansas) ' l and i ng '  report 
of 1971 . a l though attent i on was 
later transferred to Jup i ter , 
wh i ch was a l so l ow on the 
hor i zon. More recent ! �  (May 1985) 
the p l anet was respons i b l e  for a 
report from Ventnor i n  the Is l e  
of \Y i ght (Eng l and) . 

Br i ght stars produce s i m i l ar 
effects, even i n  d�l i ght . S i r i us ,  
the br ightest star , seems to 
have caused the UFO report from 
K i rt l and A i r  Force Base near 
A l buquerque (New Mex i co) i n  
November 1957. I t  was a l so prob­
ab l �  the pr i nc i pa l  object whi ch 
l ed to the UFO reports b� Rev . 
V/ i  1 1  i am Gi 1 1  i n  Boi ana i (Papua New 
Gu i nea) i n  June 1959. Canopus , 
the second br i ghtest star . · i s  
on l �  v i s i b l e  to surface observers 
from p l aces south of l at i tude 37 ° 
north.  Consequent l y  i t  accounts 
for ma� reports from the 
southern USA . In part i cu l ar ,  and 
pr i nc i pa l ! � .  it was the object 
seen and reported b� po l i ce  
off i cer Zamor a from Socorro (New 
�''=xi co) in Apr i I 1 964 . At the t i me 
it l ay on l �  a few degrees above 
the southern hor i zon over the 
va l l e� of the R i o  Grande. 

Canopus ma� have been the 
object whi ch appeared to hover 
over the a i rcraft f l own b� 
Va l ent i ch before he d i sappearea 
over Bass Stra i t  (Tasman i a) i n  
1978 . Confused and a l armed by 
the mi rage he ma� have 
undertaken manoeuvres wh i ch l ed 
to h i s  crashi ng i nto the sea! 

Some UFO photographs and f i I ms 
show m irages of stars.  The Chi 1 -
derhose photograph (1956) shows 
a m i rage of v-ega, whi l e  a frag­
mented mirage of Sf? i ca exp l a i ns 
the cur i ous o�ect found in the 
Montunau (New Zeal and) photograph 
of 1979. (Fi gure 7) 
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Tw i n  i mages of Deneb ma� exp l a i n  
the two mov i n� objects on the 
famous Great Fal l s (Montana) f i  I m 
of 1950 , whi l e  mu l t i p l e  i mages of 
both Deneb and Vega appear i n  
the T remonton (Utah) f i  I m of 
1952. 

Other br i ght stars can be 
i dent i f i ed as the sources of 
m i rages wh i ch have resu l ted i n  
prom inent UFO reports.  Cape l l a 
l ed to the T rav i s  \Ya l ton affa i r 
( 1975); Fomal haut caused the RB-
47 i nc i dent of 1957 ; A l ta i r  (not 
Venus) was what Presi dent Carter 
saw i n  1969; Antares was 
probab l �  the central  feature of 
the or i g i na l re_port b� Bett� and 
Borne� Hi 1 1  ( 1961) ; Bete l geuse was 
the cause of the arm� Re i i copter 
i nc i dent at Mansf i e l d (Oh i o) i n  
1 973 ; A l debaran l ed t o  the 
Chi l es-\tlhi tted report of 1948 and 
a m i rage of R i ge l  exp l a i ns the 
South r1i 11 (V irgi n i a) report of 
1967 ! 

Cone Ius ions 

Astronom i ca l  m irages can exp l a i n  
so man� UFO reports. espec i a l l y 
the most i ntractab l e  ones , that I 
can c l a im  that the UFO prob l em i s  
pract ica l ! � so l ved! A sc i ent i f i c  
hypothes i s has been found whi ch 
exp l a ins UFO reports: there is 
then no need to cons i der 
pseudosc i ent i f i c or more exot i c  
hypotheses and there i s  certa i n l y  
no just i f i cat i on for the i dea 
that UFO reports represent 
ev i dence for the act i v i t� of 
a l i ens or paranorma l i nf l uences . 

Features of those reports wh i ch 
are apparent l y  i ncons i stent w i th 
the astronom i ca l -m i rage 
hypothes i s  (AMH) are I ike l y to be 
due to the reporter ' s  (and/or 
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1 1  
the i nvest i gator ' s) i gnorance of 
norma l perceptua l di stort i ons , 
fa I se assoc i at i ons and human fear 
responses . Accounts obtai ned b� 
h�pnos i s  are certa i n ! �  unre l i ab l e . 

It i s  now evi dent wh� UFOs are 
reported to be of a s i m i l ar 
appearance a l l over the wor l d ;  
stars and p l anets can be seen 
from an�where on Earth through 
an atmosphere whi ch i s  as I i kel� 
to produce an i nversi on i n  one 
p l ace as another . The few bas i c  
shapes reported are cons i stent 
w i th the protean forms seen i n  
m i rages . 

I t  i s  now a l so ev i dent wh� UFOs 
are reported to move about the 
sk� at great speed and execute 
' i mposs i bfe'  manoeuvres ; there are 
no I i m i tat i ons on the speed or 
manoeuvres of an i mage ! The 
hypothes is  a l so exp l a i ns why UFOs 
are so often reported to be 
si l ent , even wh i l e  execut i ng 
manoeuvres whi ch shou l d  cause 
much no i se,  such as trave l !  i ng 
above the speed of sound. 

The AMH accounts not on l_y for 
the ' foo f i ghters' of the Second 
IJor l d  'Jar and the Korean 'Jar but 
a l so the m�sterld_ ai rsh i ps 
reported i n  the USA in the 
1890s . I pred i ct that th is  
powerfu l hypothes i s  w i  1 1  f i nd 
un i versa l app l i cat ion and so l ve 
count l ess cases . It may even 
exp l a i n  reports of other strange 
phenomena such as ba l l I i ghtn i ng 
and w i  1 1 -o ' -the-w i sp .  

The me thod o f  de te r m i n i ng whether or not  a UFO repo r t  �as c aused by an astrono m i c a l  
ob j ec t  is  des c r i bed in  aesc r i bed i n  my ar t i c l e • The as t ro-meteo r o l og i c a l  hypothes is  
for  UFO  repo r ts • i n  The CompiJter IJFO Newsle t ter ( Vo l . 2 ,  N•J , 1 )  

1 • u v i ngs ton1 a ne.,. hypothes i s • ,  JoiJrna.l of  Transient Aerial Phenomena ( Vo l , 4 ,  No , 
3 ,  S eptember 1 986 , pp 80-87 ) ,  

2 • The Todmo rden IJFO repo r t  exp l a ined ' ,  ibid, < Vo l , 5 ,  No , 1 ,  September 1 987 ) 
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Dear John Ri mmer , 

I fee l I must take at l east some 
umbrage at correspondi ng edi tor 
Peter Rogerson' s  character i sat i on 
l ast issue of MUFON as "di ne­
saur i an,  mono I i th i c  and comp l a­
cent" . The use of the word 
'd i nosaur i on as a per jorat i ve 
adject i ve i s  espec i a l l y  i roni c  i n  
a journa I g i ven to updat i ng 
mytho l ogy. In fact i t ' s  doubl y  
iron i c  i n  that John Nob l e  
'J i  I ford's The Riddle of the 
Dinosaur is rev i ewed in the same 
i ssue , a book whi ch does much to 
demo I i sh the outmoded percept i on 
of d i nosaurs as a I ugubr i ous 
evo l ut i onary dead end. 

My rea l concern in wr i t i ng i s  
that some of your readers may 
have been put off from 
subscr i b i ng to the 11UFON UFO 
Journal, wh i ch I edi t .  By way of 
contrast w i th Mr Rogerson ' s  
op t n t ons, I m i ght pass on two 
others I recei ved the same week . 
The f i rst comes from Andy 
Roberts: "Inc i denta l l y I have just 
borrowed and read a pi l e  of 
MUFON journal s  . . . and I thi nk i t  
i s  one of the best UFO journa l s  
in  the wor l d, far surpass i ng any 
GB UFO magazi ne" . The secona 
comes from Bob R i ckard: "I don ' t  
often wr i ter to other magaz i nes , 
but here' s  a f i rst : I thought the 
l atest f1UFCN UFO Journal was 
very . i nformat i ve, and I read i t  
through a t  one s i tt i ng (another 
rare phenomenon these days)!"  If 
I ran b l urbs on the back cover , 
I suppose I cou l dn ' t  so l i c i t  
better commentary. 

Three of the I ast four i ssues 
have featured cover stor i es by 
'Jhi t l � Str i eber , Budd Hopki ns 
and Gory K i nder . In add i t ion I 
have been studi ous l y  seeki ng 
contr i but i ons from Eng l and ana 
have a l ready pub l i shed p i eces by 
Jenny Rancl l es and Hi l ary Evens, 
and ant i c i pate more. The August 
issue wi 1 1  be a 2Lt-page spec i a l  
symposi um number . Future i ssues 
cal l for art i c l es by Denni s  
St i 1 1  i ngs, M i chael Pers inger , 
James Oeardorff (on the occu l t­
ness of the Mei r  case) , fo l k l or i st 

Peter Rojcew i cz (MIB stor i es) and 
Jacques Va l l ee ,  to name but a 
few . 

I do adm i t  the ex i stence of the 
prob l em Peter refers to, but I 
wou l d  a l so I i ke you and your 
readers to know tnat I am aoi ng 
my best to change the s i tuat i on 
by mak ing the Journal an open 
forum for a l l po i nts of v i ew on 
the UFO phenomenon. In that I i ght 
may I extend a pub ! ic i nv i tat i on 
to your own subscr i bers and 
wr i ters to contr i bute to the 
Journar? Some of us Amer i can 
d i nosaurs are not so opposed to 
evo l ut i on as you m i 9ht th ink from 
read i ng Mr Rogerson s comments. 

S i ncere ly  

Oenn i s  
Texas. 

Stacey, San Antonio ,  

Peter Ro9.erson wri tes: l1y 
'dinosaurian critic ism was aimea 

mainly at 11UFON as an organis­
ation, rather than the Journal 
edited by f1r Stacey. I welcome 
h is moves to broaden the scope 
and outlook of the magazine, and 
hope that h is en/ ightened efforts 
receive the support they deserve 
from 11f.FON members and officers. 

Dear Mr R i  mmer , 

I wou l d  be gratefu l  i f  you wou l d  
a l l ow the r ight of rep l y  to the 
art i c l e  'l'h_y Cracoe Fell!, authored 
by Oav i d  Cl arke. 

Furthermore,  I wou l d  ask you as 
Edi tor of a pub I i cat i on that 
sanc t ioned the actua l art i c l e , to 
make it c l ear that w i th reference 
to the so-cal l ed "verbal abuse 
and phys i ca l  v i o l ence" whi ch 
appeared under the head! i ne Vhy 
r;;rac� Fell! that by i mp l i cat i on,  
1�  1s  suggested that phys i ca l  
v1 o l ence took p l ace.  That i s  not 
the case, and shou l d  be made 
c l ear , furthermore, w i th regard 
to verbal . abuse, such abuse was 
l eve l l ed by both s i des , a po i nt 
which Oav i d  C l arke must sure l y  
acknow l edge. 

By enter i ng comments about such 
events ,  I woul d cha l l enge Oav i d  
C I arke, and anyone e I s e  for that 
matter , that if they are so 
adamant about these matters , 
they shou l d  take the · matter up 
w i tn peop l e  who are better 
qual i f i ed than I to pass 
judgement . In short , they shoul d  
put up o r  shut up. 

Yours fai thfu l ly ,  
Graham 'J.  Bi rdsa l l ,  YUFOS , 
Leeds. 

ltle are sat isfied that the 
descript ion of events as gi ven in 
the ar t  ic/e Why Cracoe Fel l ! is 
accurate. However, David Clarke 
has asked us to point out that 
the map_ reference given for 
Cracoe Fell was in error. The 
correc t refence may be adduced 
from the map reproduced in the 
artic le.  John Ri mmer 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

I recei ved on l y  one l etter in  
response the f i rst Computer 
Co l umn in the l ast i ssue of 
11aaonia. This came from Maur iz io 
Verga, of Centra Ita ! i ano Studi 
Ufolog i c i , V i a  Matteott i 85 , 22072 
Cermenate (CO) , Ita l y .  He has 
est ab! i shed a computer UFO 
network (Rete Ufo l ogica 
Computer i zzata) , whi ch nos 
produced a l ot of programs and 
data bases . They a l so run a 
bu l l et i n  board two n i ghts a week, 
usi ng a Commodore 128 .  There are 
p l ans to start to start a 24-
hour service usi ng an IBM PC 
w i th 20 megabyte liard di sc .  The 
group a l so pub I i shes The 
Computer lFO Newslet ter. I can ' t  
make any comments about i t  as I 
have not yet seen a copy.  

I am at present wr i t i ng a f i l e­
hand! i ng program whi ch w i  1 1  be 
used to catal ogue book 
col l ect i ons, pr i nc i pa l l y  the ASSAP 
L i brary. The program is being 
wr i tten i n  Mal l ard BASIC , us ing 
the Jetsam f i l e-hand l i ng system, 
whi ch avo i ds  -the prool em w i th 
sequent i a I f i I es of sort i ng them 
i nto a l phabet ica l  order ( i t  takes 
a long t i me) . W'hen i t  i s  
camp I eted I i ntend t o  make 
program and data avai I able  to 
anyone who has access to an 
Amstrad PCW'. 

Any contr i but i ons for thi s  col umn 
shoul d  be sent to: 

John Harney 
27 Eni d  Wood �ouse 

H i oh  Street 
BRACKNELL 

Berkshire RG12 lLN 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  



II()()Jl 
· Ill�\rJJ�l\rs 

RANOLES, Jenny , The IJFO Conspiracy,' the first for ty years, B l andf ord Press , 1 987 , £ 1 0 , 95 

This book has a c ur i ous n i ne teen-f i f t ies  fee l about i t ,  We appear to be back  in a s i mp ler era o f  
Oona l d  Keyhoe uf o l ogy , Cases are presented to the reader 1n a tota l l y  uncr i t i c a l  manner , and 
t ime af ter t ime the ITH is h i n ted  at  as the on ly  rea l i s t i c  exp lana t i on f or the events  des cr i bed , 
The broader perspe c t i ves  on UFOs �h i ch opened in the s ix t ies and seve n t ies < and wh i c h  Jenny 
Randles has wr i tten  on as �e l l  as anybody ) m i aht  never have hapfened , A l terna t i ve v iewpo i nts are 
ruth less l y  suppressed, scep t i c s  are presented as a group o f  ma i c i ous c harac ters who e i ther ge t 
sadi s t i c  p leasure out of hum i l i a t i ng � i tnesse s , or are i n  the pay of i n te l l i gence organ i sa t i ons , 

In her ear l{ book s Ms Randles never gave great attent ion to c onspirac y theor ies o f  u f o l ogy , 
tak i ng the i ne that Jes , ·�overnments do i nves t i gate UFO reports , the y ' d be mad not to a f ter 
a l l  one of them coul be an enemy a ir craf t ,  Hav i ng done that , governments be i ng se cre t i ve by  
nature , wou l d  not shout the f ac t  fro� the roof tops , Ergo , a c over-up , A reasonab le v iew  and few 
�ou ld  d i s sent , It �ou ld appear to be her invo lment w i th Rend lesham wh i c h  has c hanged  her m i nd on 
th i s  i ssue - " i t l i tera l l y c hanged my l i fe 11 ,  Na tura l l y Rend lesham is featured i n  th is  book , and 
her treatment o f  it i s  revea l i ng , 

She des cr i bes the ac t i on of three USAF personne l aov i ng i nto Rend lesham Forest  to i nves t i gate a 
mys ter ious l i ght, that f ate f u l  day i n  1 980 : u The� had to cont i nue into the f ores t on f oo t , The 
on l y l i ght  they c ou l d  see ahead was the beacon of  Or f ord Ness l i ghthouse , f i ve m i le s  d i s tant , , ,  
i t  b l i nKed on and o f f  as i t  c onstant l y  d i d u . But  i s  th i s  a true ac count ?  D i d  the ir repor t say 
' We saw Qr f or d  Ness L igh thouse as we entered the f orest ' ?  N o ,  i t  cer t a i n l y  d i dn ' t ,  Or f ord Ness 
�as  not brough t i n to the d i s cus s i on unt i l  muc h  l ater ( when the s cep t i c s  c ame on the s cene , But 
of course , by put t i ng tha t l i t t le phrase i n ,  on no author i ty �hatsoever , Randles  i s  ab le to pre­
empt  the scept i c a l  argument , Wha tever one may th ink of the Or f ord Ness  the ory , the f a c t  rem a ins 
that the peop le who f irst  entered the Fores t  d i d  not repor t see ing the l i ghthouse �s such, 

The 11 i sd ire c t i on con t i nues i n  
the next  sentence : u ,  , , once 
outs i de the gate the proxim i ty 
of the trees s�a l lo�ed this  up 
and they cou l d  see noth i ng but 
b la c kness , • This is j us t  not 
true , The l ights  o f  Or f ord 
Ness can be seen fro11 w i th i n  
the f ores tl as o ther i nve s t i g­
ators l botn s cep t i c a l  and pro­
UFO nave tes t i f ied , But  by 
putt i ng i n  th i s  l i tt le phrase 
argument  is aga i n  pre-empted , 

Scep t i c s  of the Randles v ie11 
must have some u l ter i or mot i ve 
- • whether the promot ion  o f  
the absurd ' so lu t i on • to th i s  
case , i n i t ia l ly by j ourna l is t  
Ian R i dpath tflen  by the BBC 
and a l l  those b ig- league 
newspapers , i s  c o in c identa l or 
part o f  a c are f u l l y  eng i neered 
p lot  is another th 1ng you 11ust 
make up your own m i nd about , • 
� iss RancHes leaves us i n  no 
doubt about wh i c h way we 
should aake up our m ind , 

The p l ot goes f urther than I an 
R idpath , 1n Nor thern IJFO Netts 
May-June 1 987 Ms Rand les 
suages ts that re cent med i a  
coverage of the h i gh pro f i le 
but ra ther nutty  Ather i us 
Soc ie ty is par t o f  a c are f u l l y 

organ i sed p l o t  to overshadow 
the l aunc h o f  th is book , I t  
seems a •JOOd �ay t o  exp l a i n  
poss i b le poor s a les : there was 
obv i ous l y  such  a p l o t  to 
s c upper my Alien Abduc tions! 

Another d i s tur b i ng p ie ce o f  
par t i a l  repor t i ng o c c urs over 
the Trans-en-Provence ( south 
of France ) l and ing c ase, wh i c h  
i s  introduced here here a s  an 
exam p le of phys i ca l  ev idence 
( a l leged rad i o-a c t i ve damage 
to p l ants ) ,  Not  the s 1 igh test  
doubt  o f  the phys i c a l  rea l i ty 
of th i s  c ase is a l l owed to 
su l ly th i s  a c c ount , A much  
less  exo t i c  a c c ount o f  events 
at Trans has been presented  by 
a group of  French  u f o l og i s ts , 
ana has been pub 1 i shed in a 
j ourna l ( IJFO Presence) wh i c h  I 
k now Ms Randles reads , I n  f a c t  
she ' s  had a n  art i c le pub l ished 
i n  a recent issue a c cus i ng 
!fagoni� o f  de l i bera te ly 
i gnor ing phys i c a l  aspe c ts of 
tne UFO phenomenon ! Whether 
the proto t i on of th is  case i s  
through ignorance, or as par t 
o f  a c are fu l l y  eng i neered p lo t  
to c obb 1 e toge ther a book out 
o f  noth i ng I S  another thing  
you  mus t make up your own  m i na 
abou t !  

I t  d i s turb i ng t o  see the sad 
death  o f  Z igmund Adamsk i aga i n  
be i ng paraded i n  one o f  Ms 
Rand les book s , There is no 
c onne c t ion  wha tsoever t excep t 
f or a c o i nc i dence or name 
between Hr Adamsk i ' s death  and 
UFOs , Jenny Rand les has 
adm i t te d  th i s , in !fagonia and 
e lsewhere , To i ntroouce th i s  
tragedy i nto a book  about  UFO  
c ons p ir a cy and  c o ver-up . c an 
on l y  be f or sens a t i ona l is t  
mot l ve s, compounde d  by i n tro­
duc tory sentences l ike u The 
e v i den ce was so c ir c ums tant i a l  
that I refused  t o  be 
asso c i a ted  w i th that par t i c­
u l ar s tory , Sensat i on a l  i s11 o f  
that k i nd he lps  nobody , 
Never the less f a c ts are f ac ts , • 
Wha t hypocr isy ! Here ' s  another 
f ac t :  1n 1 983 Jenny Randles 
wro te in The Pennine IJFO 
lfyster{, c onc l ud i ng  her first 
ac c oun o f  Adamsk i ' s death, 
n H i  s f am i l y ought to be le f t  
i n  peace , •  What a p i ty she d i d  
n o t  take her own adv i ce , 

Jenny Rand les does not  seem to 
unders tand the nature o f  the 
bureaucrat i c  brush-of f  le t ter 
in dea l i ng � i th annoy i ng 
enquir ies fro11 11embers of the 
pub l i c , Bec ause Ms Randles 
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takes her r 6 le as Br i ta i n ' s  
' on l y  profess i onal  UFO 
resear cher very ser i ous ly , 
there is no ob l i ga t i on on any 
government servant to do so , 
[etters or te lephone c a l l s  
from M s  Rand les may be 
regarded w i th as muc h dread 
a11ongs t MoO bureaucrats as 
ther are amongst some 
ufo  og i s ts , Ev i dence from th i s  
book and Sl:y Cr�sh suggests  
tha t o f f i c i a l s  have devel oped 
cons iderab le sk i l l s a t  
avo i d i ng send i ng rep l ies -
espec ia l l y  rep l ie s  tha t m i gh t  
evoke a f urther response , 

Jenny Rand les h i nts severa l  
t imes i n  th i s  book that the US 
and UK governments may have 
a l l o�ed certa i n  potent i a l l y  
a�k ward in c idents t o  become 
de l iberat ly  ' ta i n ted ' w i th 
UFOs to prec l ude ser i ous 
c ons iderat ion by the med i a , 
Th i s  i s  qu i te a p laus i b le 
idea , wh i c h  leads on to an 
interest ing c onsp ir i tor i a l  
c onjec ture , 

I f  Rendlesham was , say , a 
nas ty i nc i dent w i th a Cru ise 
ra i ss 1 le ,  and you �ere the 
government and you wanted to 
oe l i berate iy br i ng i n  IJFOs as 
a red-herr i ng ,  wno wou l d  you 
send for ?  Or , more l i ke ly 1 who 
cou ld  you use , w i thout t.he ir 
k now leage , who wou ld  be sure 
to br ing any odd event - the 
death of  a 1 i ner , f or ins tance 
- into a UFO context?  Such 
peop le , un� i t t i ng agents and 
dupes are k now i n  the 
inte l i igence wor ld  as ' use f u l  
f oo l s ' ,  Th i s  i s  ye t another 
th i ng you 1us t uk e up your 
own m i nd about , John Ri11er 

DAV I ES ,  P , C , W ,  and BROWN, J , R ,  
(edi tors ) ,  The Ghost  i n  the 
A tot : A D is c uss ion of the 
Mys ter ies of Quantum Phys i c s , 
Cambr idge Un i vers i ty Press , 
1 986 , £6 , 50 

In the e i ghteenth century 
6eorge Berkeley argued that 
there are on ly t�o k i nds of 
th i ngs i n  the un i verse - ­
a i nds and i deas , The c oncept  
o f  11atter i s  der i ved fro11  our 
percept ions wh i c h  are 
genera l ly much  c learer and 
tore coherent  than  our own  
thoughts , He  sa i d  that  the 
concept of  tatter is redundant  
bec ause we have no reason to 
suppose that there has to 
exi s t  some th i ng wh i c h  under­
l ies our per cept i ons and 
somehow c auses  them , Th i s  l i ne 
of argument r a i sed the f amous 
quest 1on : How do we k now that 
an obje c t  ex i s ts when nobody 
is per ce i v i ng i t ?  Berke ley ' s 
ans._,er was to the ef fe c t  that 
everything i s  at  a l l  t i 11es  
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per c e i ved by God : God creates 
and ma inta i ns the un i verse by 
kee p i ng the idea  o f  it in 
11 i nd , 

Many ph i l osophers o f  
Berk e l ey ' s t i me ,  and the over­
�he l m ing ma j or i ty of them  
today , w i sh to c ons ider the 
ep istemo l og i c a l  and onto l og i c ­
al prob l ems c on ce rn ing the 
nature of space , t ime and 
mat ter �i thout hav i ng to  br i ng 
God into the ir arguments , 
Ho�ever , they  began to 
enc ounter ser i ous d i f fi c u l t ies  
'ihen  quantum theory �as 
deve loped and i ts ph i l osoph­
i c a l  i mp l i c a t i ons began to be 
d i s cussed , 

I n  d i s cus s i ng the ques t i on as 
to  11he ther tne externa l 'ior l d  
ex i s ts  independent l y  o f  our 
observa t i ons o f  i t  the 
phys i c i s t  Oav i d  Bohm < one o f  
t he  contr ibutors to th i s  book ) 
says : 

1 Every phys i c i s t rea l l y  
be l ieves that , For examp le , he 
ta l ks  abou t the un iverse  
hav ing evo l ved bef o r e  there 
'ias anyone around to l ook a t  
i t  i ex cept  poss i b l y  God , No� 
un ess you �ant  to  a t tr i bute  
i t  to  God , as B i shop Berk e l ey 
d i d  ( and most phys i c i s ts don ' t 
t,fant to do tha t )  I rou I r e  
unab l e  t o  s o l ve t he  prob em  o f  
how the un iverse  ex i s ts 
11 i thout phys i c i s ts to l ook  at 
it -- or  � i thout somebody e l se 
to 1 ook at i t  , 1 

The pro b l em ar i ses fro� the 
unrea l i ty o f  unobserved 
quantum events , One examp le 
g i ven i s  that of l i ght pass i ng 
through po l ar i z i ng f i l ters 
arranged so that ha l f  o f  the 
l ight � i l l  pass through , I f  a 
photon approache s  the f i l ter 
i t  has a 50-50 c hance o f  
pas s i ng through , depend i ng on 
i ts pol ar i zat 1 on s t a te 'in i c h ,  
ac c or d i ng to  quantum theory , 
is unprea i c tab le , There i s  no 
'iay , even  in pr i n c i p le ,  o f  
deter m i n i ng what mu� t happen  
exc ep t  oy  mak 1 ng an  
observa t i on o f  the photon 
e i ther pas s i ng through or 
f a i l i ng to pass through the 
po l ar i zer , I t  i s  the observat­
ion  o f  the exper i mente r  wh i c h  
c auses one o f  the two 
poss i b i l i t ies  to  1 Co l l apse ' 
into  rea l i ty ,  

There are many ways o f  try i ng 
to so l ve the prob lems of 
i nte r pre tat ion  posed by 
quantum theo ry  and severa l  o f  
them are d i s c us se d  i n  t h i s  
book , The c ompetence o f  the 
e d i t i ng and the c l ar i ty of the 
'ir i t i ng make i t  an exce l lent  
i ntrodu c t i on to  a d i f f i c u l t  
b u t  f as c i na t i ng sub je c t ,  J , H ,  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
FULLER , Pau l and RANOLES , Jenny , Mystery of the C irc l es , BUFORA 

Ever y summe r  f or the past severa l years , as we a l l k now  
myster i ous c ir c les appe�r i n  f ie lds i n  southern Eng l and , F u l le� 
and Rand l es nea t l y  d 1 v 1 de the ir tre atraent  o f  the subjec t  i nt o  
three parts : h i s to r y  ( i n c l ud i ng press  treatment  o f  the 
phenomena ) ,  f ac ts ,  and theor i es , Mos t of the the o r ies are 
d i s c usse d ,  rang ing f rom the p laus i b le to the frank l y  i nsane , 

One of the saner theor ies is that the c irc les are c aused  by 
wh ir l w i nds , Some o f  the sma l l  �hir l w i nds wh i c h  o c c ur on ho t 
su�mer days move on ly  very s low ly  or not a t  a l l ,  as O r  Meaden 
�d 1 tor of the Journal �f He teorology has RO i nted  out , Th i s  may 
1 ndeed be the exp l a�a t 1o� f or some r ough l y  c ir c u l ar a reas o f  
crop damage seen 1n f 1e l ds ,  but most of  the ava i lab le 
pho tographs , i nc luding t�e . one in thi.s book le t ,  ind i c ate that 
those wh 1 c h  attrac t su f f 1 c 1ent  at tent 1 on to be � i de l y repor ted 
are rather too neat  to be exp la i ned i n  th i s  way , The c entra l 
c i r c l e  of a se t wh i ch appeared in a f i e l d  at Wes tbur y  h a s  very 
shar p  eqges . and is very l arge , Th i s  c anno t .  have been produced 
by a wh 1 r l ��nd , because th� spe�d of  rotat 1 on o f  the a ir mus t  
decrease f a 1 r l y g radua l l y  w 1 th d 1 s tanc e from the c entre , mak i ng 
any c ir c le .  wh 1 c n i t  makes have r.ath�r ' f uzzy ' edges , I f  the 
We?tbury c tr c le  �Ras made by a 91htr l 'i lnd then the w i nd a t  one 
po t n t  mus t have been at s torm f o r c e  � i th the 11 i nd on l y  a f ew 
i n c hes away a l mos t c a l m , wh i c h  is absurd , 

I c an re_c ommend th i s  booi< l e t  as an interest i ng and use f u l  
summary o r  the f ac ts and _ theor ies o n  th i s  pe c u l i ar top i c ,  

John Harney 

Rings a t  Cheesefoot Head ln 1981 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

60SS , M i c hae l , The Halifax 
Slasher, For te an T i mes 
O c c as i ona l Pape r  no , 3,  1 987 , 
£2 , 50 ,  

Mov i ng from man i a c s  o n  the 
London underground to man i a  
s t a l k i ng the s treets o f  
northern Eng l and , M i c k  Goss 
exam i nes  another urban ter r or ,  
I n  the l a te ' th ir t ies , the 
c i ty  o f  Ha l i f ax was un� t l l i ng 
host  to a ' s lasher ' , a shadowy 
f igure who wou l d  leap at 
passers-by , c u t t i ng a t  them 
�i th a razor , s l asn i ng the ir 
c l o thes and o f ten wound i ng 
them  ser ious l y ,  The pan i c  
spread from Ha l i f ax throughout 
the north o f  Eng land and e ven  
f ur ther a f ie l o  < we are 
par t i c u l ar l y  i nt r i gued to note 
a c ase i n  Brent f ora ) ,  

An atmosphere o f  hys ter i a  soon 

bu i l t  up , w i th v i g i l ante 
groups patro l l ing the st ree tsd f a l l i ng upon anyone who l ooke 
in the leas t susp i c i ous ( i ,e , , 
was not a member o f  the v i g i l ­
ante group ) ,  Newspaper repor ts 
told  o f  a c i ty under se i ge , 
f ew dar ing to ven ture out a t  
n ight - even the c h i p  shops 
repor ted a drop  i n  bus i nes s , 
A l l  a t tempts  to  trap the 
Man ia c  proved i ne f fe c tua l -
unt i l the men from The Yard  
were brought in , I n  true Edgar 
Lus tgar ten manner the y  soon 
had the c ase bang t o  r i ghts , 

But the so lut i on was e ve n  more 
amaz ing than the ant i cs o f  the 
s l asher h i mse l f , I ' m  not  go ing  
to  te l l  you what that  s o l u t i on 
was , bec ause bes i des  be i ng an 
exemp l ary For tean s tudy , th i s  
&�onograph i s  a l so a t r ue 
dete c t i ve s tory , and o n l y  a 

cad  wou l d  g i ve the endi ng 
away , 

The c ase of the Ha l i f ax 
S l asher is much more than jus t  
the s tory o f  a mad cr i 1 ina l  i n  
a prov in c i a l  c i ty - i t  te l l s 
us much about urban 1 i f  e ,  the 
nature  of fear , and the 
mons ters that lurk  in the 
shadows o f  our s treets - and 
our m inds , John Ri1mer 

BARRO� , Logie , Independent 
Spiri ts ,· spiri tualism dnd 
English plebeans , 1850- 1910, 
H is tory Work sh ip /Rout ledge 
Kegan Pau l , 1987 , £9 , 95 , 

I n  sp i te of i ts at t i mes dense 
academ i c  s t y l e  this book 
i l l um i nates a f orgotten 
chapter i n  the h is tory of  
ideas : the over lap of  
sp i r i tua l ism w i th popular 
soc i a l ism and r ad i c a l ism 

That th is  h is tory has been 
f o r gotten is not surpr is ing . 
W r i te rs such as B r i an I ng l 1 s  
have l ong been concerned to 
present I.JS 11i th a p i c ture of 
V i c tor ian so i r i tua l i sm deo i c t­
ing em i nent '  sc i en t i s ts gather­
ed to w i tness i nexp l i cab l e 
phenoraena in the dra� 1ng room 
of  a sympath t i c  member of the 
ar i s toc rac y , The i r  c r i t i c s 
such as T r evor  Hal l and Ru r.h 
Brandon have been 1o r e  
c on cerned t o  de trac t f roll the 
rea l i ty o f  the phenomena 
� i tnessed i n  such sett ings 
than to quest  i on this v i ew of 
s p ir i tua l 1sm , 

On the o ther s i de 1any 
dep i c t ions of the or i g i ns o f  
soc i a l  isra have been c oncerned 
to dep i c t  s tudious work ing-men 
e i ther demons trat ing by the ir 
sobr ietY. and respe c tab i l i ty 
the ir r ight to a Q lace  in the 
soc i a l  order , or l earn in� the 
rat i ona l and s c ient i f i c  
doc tr i ne o f  Marx ism , ac cording 
to the prede l i c t i ons of the 
wr i ter , 

I n  f a c t  ear l y  s p ir i tua l ism and 
rad i c a l ism shared severa l 
concerns , C l a ims that ordi nary 
\fork ing-c l ass peop l e  m ight  
commune w i th the de�d under cut  
the c l a i ms o f  the churches t o  
be the  custod ians of a onc e  
a n d  f or a l l d i v ine reve l a t i on 
and as a resu l t  some secu la r­
i sts  and f ree thinkers look ed 
f avourab l y  on these c l a i ms , 
�h i l e some s p ir i tua l i st oaoers 
car r ied r i ng ina denunc i�tions 
o f  ' pr i es t craf t, , 

By c ontrast w i th modern 
parapsyc ho l og i s ts dogged l y  
sear ch 1 ng for a repeatab le 
exper iment to impress the 
s c ient i f i c c ommun 1 ty ,  1any 



V i c to r i an sp i r i tua l is ts c on­
f i den t l y  f e l t  themse l ves t o  be 
on the thresho ld  o f  a new e ra  
o f  reve l a t i on i n  wh i c h gener a l 
ac c eptance o f  sp i r i tua l is� 
�ou ld  un i te human i ty ;  a be l i e f  
tha t para l le l ed soc i a l i s t  
ideas o f  a n  i amanent ne� dawn , 

I t  was in th i s  c l i11ate 6eo rge 
Ho l yoak e ,  the f reeth i nk e r  
whose 1 840 t r i a l  f o r  b l asphemy 
became a cause celebre 
pub l i shed r ad i c a l , athe i s t  and 
sp i r i tua l i st  wor k s  on h i s  
press ; the j ou r na l of the 
Marx i s t  Soc i a l  Democ ra t i c  
Federat i on r epor ted on 
sp i r i tua l is t  ac t 1v i t ies;  Kar l 
Marx • s  assoc i a tes in c l uaed the 
spi r i tua l i s t  George Saxton , 
and W T Stead the f amous 
V i e  tor i an j ourna l i s t  c omb i ned 
soc i a l  exposes w i th sp i r i tua l ­
ist  propagand is ing ( the 
conne c t ion 5etween popu l i s t  
j ourna l ism  and sp i r 1 tua l i s� 
has s i nce  been ma 1 nta ined by 
f i gures such as Hannen 
Swaf f er , and today Oer ek 
Jameson who has recen t l y  
c hamp i oned the �ed iumsh i p  o f  
Oor is Stokes ) ,  

As w i th n i neteenth century  
as t ro l oqy these ac t i v i t i es 
ind i cate  a c l i mate in B r i ta i n  
i n  whi ch  o c c u l  t i s11 over l apped 
w i th popu l a r  pub l i sh i ng and 
s � i f  educ a t i on r ather  than , as 
0n the cont i nent be i ng the 
conce rn  of  wea l thy 11embers  of 
Theosoph ist  and quas i-Mason i c  
groups , Bar r o� suggests tha t a 
s i m i l ar  c u l ture seems to have 
exi sted i n  the USA at the 

· t i me , t�he r e  it may even have 
drawn part  o f i ts i nsp i r at ion  
d i r ec t ly f ro11 the  shaman i s t  
t rad i t i ons o f  the Red I nd i ans 
and i mpor ted A f r i c an s l aves , 

Roger Sandell 

BARDENS , Oenn i s , Psychic 
Animals, Ha l e ,  1 987 , £ 1 0 , 95 ,  

The l ates t b i t  o f  aonkey  
bus iness f rom the  author o f  
Hott Heal thy are You and train­
ing for Oemocrac( is some th i ng 
of a m i xed bag o Bon i o , 

I t  c omes out of the traps at 
top speed tak es up the 
runni ng ,  then una c countab l y  
f a l te r s  on i ts pa�s , ro l ls 
over and 1 d ies  fo r  i ts 
c ountry • in a 1anner be l oved 
of span i e l s  the wor ld over , So 
what • s  it a l l  about?  

M r  Bardens puts  f orward the 
p ropos i t i on muc h  f avoured  of 
an ima l  f anc i e rs that our 
f u r red and f eathered budd i es 
possess • c er ta i n  powers • wh i c h  
a r e  p r esent l y  beyond our 
comprehens i on , He c i tes 
numerous i nstances  wh i c h  he 

assur es us have been 
pa ins tak i ng l y  resea r c hed and 
vetted < gedd l t? ) , 

Ho�eve r , manr an apoc ryph a l  
y a r n  then f o l  ows , and a l l our  
f avou r i tes are the r e : the 
beas t i es who t r a i l the i r  
tnasters  who have moved house 
1 000 t i l es a�ay , turn i ng up on 
the i r  doors tep bedr agg fed but 
happy , The ta l k i ng norses o f  
E l be r f e l d  a re  there  { a l though 
I seem to r e ca l l  the 1 r  
debunk i ng some years bac k ) and 
a good many more , 

But  i t  is a l l  good f u n ,  
rumbust i ous l y  w r i tten , l ive l y ,  
even thought-provok i ng , But 
a f te r  about f i ve chapters the 
author goes out for a p i nt  and 
never c omes back , The book 
runs out of steam and we a re  
l e f t � i th a f ew va cuous c hap­
ters about anima l mytho l ogy , 
wh i c h  a r e  notab l e  on ly  for 
l ac k  of a c cur ate resea r c h , 

Ho�eve r f o r  a l l  th i s  ques t i ons 
s t i l l  ar i se , Are  for examp l e  
• hom i ng pets • ac t i ng on the i r  
own i mpetus , o r  a re  they 
respond i ng to • beac ons ' ,  psy­
c h i c a l l y  p r o j e c ted by the 1 r  
g r i ev i ng owne r s ?  A r e  w e  s i mp ly 
1 nves t i ng ' oc c u l t  powers ' to 
s i mp l e  beasts to sa l ve our own 
c one i en ces f o r the w rongs lie 
c ons tan t l y  perpetuate on the 
an i ma l  k l ngdom , in  ' domes t i ­
c a t i ng • c r ea tures � e  d o  not 
t r u l y  unders tand? 

I am tempted to draw your 
attent ion to a c e r ta i n  dog 
Ch ips  in the Borough o f  
B r en t f o r d , Th is  canine  prod i gy 
speaks three  l anguages and 1 s 
a me11ber  of Mensa , �ut I sha l l  
not 1 f o r  f ear  of a p rotrac ted 
l et�er  ons l aught f ro� the 
l i kes  of Steauwer t  Campbe l l  
and I an R idout !Rober t RanA'in 

VON FRANZ , Mar i e-Lou i se , On 
Oreams and Oea th.' A Jungian 
Interpre ta tion, Shambha l a ,  
1 986 , $ 1 7 , 95 

Psyc hoana l ys ts s tudy d reams 
for the c lues wh i ch they g i ve 
to the wor k i ngs of the 
subcons c i ous m i na , The� see  
dreams as be ing f u l l o f  
symb o l s  wh i ch 1us t be  
c o r r e c t l y  interpreted i f  the 
mean i ngs of the dreams a r e  to 
be maae c lear , Mar i e-Lou i se 
von F ranz b e longs to the 
Jung i an schoo l ol ana l ys i s ,  
wh i c h  s t resses the un ive rsa l­
i ty o f  drea11 i mage r y , Her  a i m  
i n  t h i s  book i s  t o  exp l o r e  the 
r esponse o f  the subc ons c i ous 
to the i mpending death of the 
sub j ec t ,  She o i s cusses the 
death dreams of  some o f  her 
pat i ents , but • on l y  when � �  
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K INDER , Gar y ,  L igh t Years,o an invest iga t ion into the 
ext ra terrestnal experiences of £duard /feier, A t lant i c  Month l y  
Press , $ 1 8 , 95 ,  1 987 , 

The c ase  o f  Eduard  ( • B i l ly • ) Me i e r  has been a cause celebre i n  
A�e r i can  u f o l ogy f o r  sever a l  year s  now , but  i s  s t i l l  r e l a t i ve l y  
unk no"'n i n  B r 1 ta i n ,  Me i e r , a Sli i ss  f armer  and e x  se cur i ty­
guard , c la i ms to have been in regu l a r  c onta c t  w i th spac e 
v i s i to rs  f ro� the P l e i ades and has tak en hundr eds o f  
photogr aphs a l l eged l y  sho w i ng t h e  P l e iadians • ' beam-sh ips • ,  

Me i e r  i s  obv ious l y  a c ha r i smat i c  f i gur e  - heav i l y  bu i l t  and 
heav i l y bearded , w i de lr t rave l l ed fhe d id  the o l d  • h i pp i e  
t r a i l '  through the M idd e Eas t and Ind ia  i n  the s ixt ies ) i w i th 
one a r m  m i ss i ng as a r esu l t  of a road ac c i dent  ( a  Recu  i a r l y  
shaman i s t i c  touc h > , H i s  r epor ts o f  c onta c t  have b u i  1 t h i m  up 
i nto  a ma j o r c u l t  f igur e ,  and he l i ves in  h i s  $240 , 000 f a r m  
( pa i d  f o r  b y  h i s  adm i r i ng f ans > s u r rounded by a c o l ytes f rom a l l  
over  Eur ope and beyond , 

H i s  c ontac ts a l l  tak e p l a c e  i n  c onven i ent l y  se c l uded f o rest  
c l ea r i ngs w i th no o ther eye-w i tnesses , and h 1 s  fhotographs a l l  
have a sat i s f y i ng l y  bogus l ook t o  them , Th i s  o c ourse  se rves 
to guar antee that a c e r t a i n  type o f  resear cher  who �f i shes to 
demonst r ate  his w i de-open- ra i ndedness , wi l l  c ome a l ong w i th a 
var i e ty o f  expe r t  test i mony ( f ro� ,  amongst others h Stev i e  
Wonder s sauna eng i nee r ) who � 1 1 1  vouchs a f e  t a t  the 
photogr aphs and sound tapes ( he has thera too - sounds o f  the 
sau ce r s  revv ing up ) c ou l d  no t poss i b l y  have been f ak ed by a 
one-armed Sw i ss ex secur i ty-guard , . 

I am l ess  c e r ta i n  o f  the c apab i l i t i es of one-armed Sa; i ss ex 
se cur i t y- gua rds , and p re f e r  to  k eep an open  m i nd on that  as 
we l l ,  Ho�eve r , the inves t i ga tors  ( a  g roup asso c i a ted w i th an 
Ame r i c an c omputer  secur i ty c ompany ) k no� a l l  about that sor t o f  
th i ng , We a re  to ld  that M e ie r space aessages a re  ve ry 
s i gn 1 f i c ant  because they  c onta i n  ref erences  to tac hyons 
< tneor e t i c a l  sub-a to; i c  par t i c l es wh i c h  t rave l f aster  than 
l i ght ) wh i c h  no S� iss  se cu r i ty gua rd shou ld  k not; about , O f  
c ou rse  r eade r s  o f  !faQonia have  k no�n a l l  about the11 s i n c e  1 970 
t�hen \le pub l i shed a b r i e f  note  on the matter  at  the t i me they 
were b e i ng deba ted w ide l y  in the popu l a r  s c i ent i f i c  p ress , 

The i nves t i gator s  demons t r a t e  what Peter Roger son c a l l s  the 
• He r r  P r o f essor • s c hoo l o f  resea r c h , No th i ck o  peasant f rom the 
boondoc k s  i s  go ing to be ab l e  to outa; i t  He r r  P r o f esso r f rom  the 
Big C i ty ,  How c an some na i ve uneduc ated son of the so i l  turn 
out photographs that baf f l e NASA • s  f inest ?  

The  t r oub l e  i s , o f  c ourse , that Me i e r  i s  not  a son  o f  the  so i l ,  
and he does not l i ve i n  the boondo c k s , Des p i te the i mage wh i c h  
i s  ass i duous l y  c u l t i vated throughout th i s  book o f  Me i e r  be i ng 
so11e sem i -educ ated th i rd-wo r ld  subs i s tence  f armer  l i v i ng f ar 
f rom  c i v i l i za t i on ,  newspapers , TV , pub l i c  l ib ra r i es and photo 
l aborato r i es , Me i e r  ac tua l l y  l i ves1 reme�ber ,  i n  Sw i tzer l and , a 
c ount ry  w i th so11e o f  the h ighes� s tandards of  l iv i ng ,  best 
edu c a t 1 ona l sys t ems and f i ne s t  t ranspor t  net�o r k s  i n  the wor l d , 
I t  suppor ts hundr eds of �agaz i nes and newspap e r s  and has 
seve r al nat i onw i de TY channe l s , 

Why then does We l c h  C one o f  the i nvest igators )  wr i te nonsense 
l i k e  t h i s : •what • s interes t i ng i s  that the 11an who wrote  the 
notes [ about tachyon s l  has a f or ma l  educat i on equ i va l ent to  the 
f i f th or s i xth g r ade , He does not live near 11ajor libraries, he 
does not li ve near 1ajor scientific centers, , ,  that d i d  not 
mak e sense c om i ng f rom a man out i n  the remote countryside of 
S�i tzerland, , ,  • [My i ta l i c s ] , K i nder  repo r ts that •we l c h  c ame 
away th ink i ng that Me i e r  k net.f more than he sho u l d , , ,  f o r  h is 
s ta t i on i n  l 1 f e , • What b loody i ns o l enc e !  

I s  t h i s  d e l i be rate  dec e i t  t o  g i ve a f a l se  i mp ress i on o f  Me i e r • s  
r emoteness and na i ve ty , o r  j us t  a r r ogant A11e r i c an d i sm issa l o f  
Europe as a p r i � i t i ve p l ac e , l a c k 1 ng the bene f i t  o f  such  
advanced  techn 1 c a l  m i nds as S tev i e  Wonder • s  r e co rd i ng eng i nee r  
and Ho l l ywood spec i a l  e f f ec ts 11en?  

Onc e aga i n , I · � g l ad to say , Her r  Pro f essor  has been we l l  and 
t r u l y  taken  to the c leaner s  b y  a w i  1 y peasant , Good on yer , 
B i l l y ,  and her e  • s  to the next $240 , 000 ! John Nimmer 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
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death has a c tua l ly o c cur r ed 
soon af ter such  areams have 
they been inc l uded i n  th i s  
s tudy ' ,  The r eason f o r  th i s  
rest r i c t i on i s  not 11ade c lear  
-- a f te r  a l l ,  everyone d i es 
eventua l l y ,  

Trad i t i ona l be l i e f s  about l i f e  
a f te r  death and the i mager y  
assoc iated w i th such  be l 1 e f s  
and v i th bu r ia l  c us toms . a re  
des c r i bed and  d i s c ussed in  
great  deta i l ,  There  is  c ons i d­
erab l e  emphas i s  on the c onc ept  
o f  death as  the pass ing f rom  
ear th l y  l i f e  to a 11ore  
enhanc ed s ta te o f  be ing , �h i c h  
the author sums u p  a s  fo l l o�s : 

• A l l  the dreams o f  peop l e  who 
are  f a c i ng death i nai c ate that 
the uncons c i ous , that i s , our 
in� t i nc t wor l d ,  p reparas  c on­
s c l ousness no t f o r  a def i n i te 
end but f o r  a p ro f ound 
tr ans f o r11at ion  and for a k i nd 
o f  con t i nua t i on of the l i f e  
process  wh i c h ,  howeve r ,  i s  
un i mag inab l e  t o  everyday 
consc 1ousness . '  

Th i s  i s  a sub j e c t  on wh i c h i t  
i s  very  d i f f i c u l t  to � r i te 
sens i b l y ,  but the author has 
a ch i eved a readab l e  and un­
sensa t iona i s ty l e .  I suspe c t 1 though 1 tha t  th i s  book v i l 
no t f i nd f avour w i th those who 
are  unsy�path e t i c  to Jung ' s  
i de :s . him Harney 

DAY , Har vey, Into the IJn�·no-;n, 
B i shopsgate Pres s , 1 987 . 
£4 , 95 

A c o l l e c t ion  o f  anecdotes 
abou� �ases of �e l epa thy , p re­
c�gm t i on ,  c l a l r voyan.c e etc , ,  
� 1 th many o f  the sto r i es be i ng 
about . an ima ls  w i th apparent  
psyc h 1 c  powers , Most o f  them 
are un re f eren c ed , and the book 
is  presu11ab l y  i ntended to 
ente r ta i n  rather then to 
i n f or11 , John Harney 

CHAUY I N ,  R�my , Parapsychology,• 
Vhen the Irra tional 
Rejoins Science < t rans lated by 
Ka tha r i ne  M ,  Ban ham ) , 
Jef f erson.� N o r th Caro l i na and 
London� n cFar l and & Company , 
1 985 , t 1 8 , 95 

Th is  is an i n t r oduc t ion to 
parapsycho l ogy intended f o r  
the non-spec i a l i s t , Chauv i n  
does not seek t o  es tab l i sh the 
r ea l i ty o f  psyc h i c  phenomena 
as he regards th i s  as a l ready 
be ing we l l  estab l i shed by 
laboratory exper i ments , How­
ever , he r egards laborato ry  
stud 1es as b e i ng too 
restr i c t ive and a r t i f l c ia l  to 
enab l e  us to dev ise  a coherent 
theory to  exp l a i n  the 

phenomena and urges c loser  
s tudy of  events  �h i c h o c cur  in  
the  w i der wor l d ,  The  exarap les  
he d i s cusses range f rom  
d i v i na t i on and  te l epathy to 
tab l e  tur n i ng and spoon 
bend i ng , 

The gene r a l  approach  is  
somewhat c r edul ous w i th a 
mar ked re lu c tan c e  to tak e 
se r i ous ly  any ' norma l ' 
exp l ana t 1ons , wh i ch i s  a 
f eature  o f  so many books  on  
th i s  sub j ec t , 

Mos t of the top i c s  d i sc us sed 
w i l l  be  too f am i l iar  to the 
1aj o r i ty of our readers  to be 
wo r th 1ent i on i ng here ,  but · 
they raay be of i nterest to 
anyone �ho has no previ ous 
k no� ledge o f  the sub j ec t ,  

One chapter  i s  devoted to a 
some�ha( in coherent atte�p t to 
mak e a c onnec t i on between 
psych i c  phenomena and quantuil 
theory , Much  is raade , o f  
c ourse , o f  the i mpo r tan ce  o f  
the ' obs e r ve r ' i n  des c r i b i ng 
a�y e xp e r i men t t nvo l v i ng 
quan tu� the o r y ,  a nd the f amous 
p a r adoxes  t h r ow n  up by  
a t te;pts  by  p h i l o sop h e r s  or  
s c i ence , a nd so!Qe phys i c i s i s 1 
to i n t e r p r e t  the theo ry  a r e 
d i s cus s ea . 

One 0 f  these l su r c r t s e , 
su r o r t s e )  i s  S c n r od t nae r 1 s  c � t 
pa r aaox , A c c o r d i na to. Chauv l n ,  
Sch r od i nge r had ac tua l ly 
c a r r i ed out a ve r s ion  of h i s  
f araous ' thouoht  exoe r i ment ' 
( bu t  � i thout -endanger i ng the 
l i f e of the c at ) , As soon as  1 
sa� t h i s  1 was keen to get 
ho ld o f  a c opy o f  his paper  
des c r ib i ng th i s  exper i ment  but 
( su rp r i s e ,  surp r i s e  aga i n )  
Chauv i n  does no t g i ve the 
v i ta l  r e f e renc e ,  

I f  you kno� ver y  l i t t l e  about 
psych i c  events , b u t  w a n t  to 
be l i eve i n  them , then t h i s  is 
the book for you , John Hdrney 

LeSHAN , Lawren c e ,  The Se ience 
of the Paranortul,• The Last 
frontier, We l l i ngbo r ough , 
Nor tharaptonsh i re A The Aquar 1 an 
P ress , 1 987 , £6 , ,9 

Th i s  i s  a r ev i sed ed i t ion of  
' F rom  Newton to ESP ' 
pub l ished i n  1 984 and rev i ewed 
1n lfagonia < No , 1 9 ,  May 1 985 ) ,  
so there  i s  l i t t l e  po i n t  i n  
r ev1ew ing  i t  a l l  over aga i n ,  
A l though the author • s a i 1 i s  
to r e con c i le parapsycho l ogy 
w i th aodern  s c i en c e ,  the ma j or 
quest i ons d i s c ussed ( e , g ,  the 
nature o f  c o ns c iousness J tend 
to be phi l osoph i c a l  rather  
than  s c ient i f i c , John Harney 

CORL ISS , W i l l iara  R ,  Th� Sun 
and Solar System Oebr is,• 11 
Ca talog of Ast ronomical 
�noma ll·es, The Sourc ebook 
P ro j e c t ,  P , O ,  Box  1 07� S len 
Arra , �0 2 1 057 , USA , 1 98o , 

Ano the r vo lume i n  th i s  
exc e l lent  ser i es , As usua l , a 
w ide range o f  top i c s  i s  
c overed , A g reat dea l  o f  spac e 
i s  g i ven  to obs e r va t i ons o f  
unusua l c omets and meteo r s , 
There a r e  a l so  ac c ounts o f  
anoma lous star- l ik e  obj e c ts 
and ob j e c ts seen c ross i ng the 
f ac e  of the sun o r  moon , I was 

a l i tt l e  sur p r i sed( though , to 
f i nd no ment i on o the f araous 
phantom sate l l i te of Venus , 
UFO inves t i gators and 
resea r c hers  w i l l f i nd the 
sec t i ons on anoma lous meteor i c  
phenomena o f  par t i cu la r  
interest ,  

A s  v i  th the other volu11es in  
th i s  ser ies , a l l  c l asses o f  
observat i on are d is cussed and 
eva luated in  a sober and 
reasonab le  manne r , and a 
r e f erence is g i ven for  eac h  
repo r t , John Harney 

Evolution of the July 29, 1 9 70, nebulous meteor 
over Dover. (X29) 

CLARKE , Oav i d ,  and W ILSON . 
Rob , St range Sheffield,· 
legends, loUlore and 
II YSteries of Hal lamshire 
1 987 , Ava i l ab l e  f r or.  Oav i d  
C l a r k e , 6 O ld R e t f o r d  Road . 
Hanas�o r t h , Shef f i e l d ,  S 1 3  
9QZ , . £ X , X X inc l ud i ng post  and 
pac k t ng ,  

Th i s  l arge , �e l l - researched 
book l e t  1 s  an add i t i on to 
ASSAP ' s  P r o j e c t  A l b i o n ,  wh i ch 
is an amb i t ious a t tempt to 
p rodu c e  a ' Oo;esday Book o f  
the  Paranorma l ' ,  Ho11  f a r  that 
wi 1 1  p rogress is open to 
g_ues t i o n ,  b u t  on  i ts  o11n 
!:J trange Sheffield p r esents a 
deta i led pi c tu r e  o f  the 
ays te r i es that have p l aQUed 
that c i ty and i ts su r rounaing  
c ountrys 1de ( ' H a l l amsh i r e ' ) ,  

I t  i s  interes t i ng to see  that 
Oav i d  C la r k e  � 1 i ke  many  other 
B r i t ish u f o 1og i s ts , r egards 
UFOs as on l y  a s ma l l  ( o r  
aoder n )  part  o f  our 
i n te ract ion w i th the l andsc ap e  
a n d  t h e  ene r g i es emanat i ng 
f ro• i t ,  wh i ch the anc ients 
per c e i ved  and  1ar k ed , Ther e­
f o r e  i t  i s  not surp r i s ing that 
seve r a l  l eys a r e  d lscus­
sed at  the ena o f  this text , 

For tunate l y ,  the ' ear th 
ene rgy • po int  of v iew  i s  not 
ove r t ly p r essed i n  most  o f  the 
book l e t ,  wh i c h  dea l s  w i th suc h 
top i c s  as the d r aqon o f  
Want ley , t he  l egends ol Rob i n  
Hood , and the a_ppearances o f  
Spr i ng Hee led  Jac k , I n  the 

l a t te r  case it i s  notewor thy 
tha t th i s  en t i ty ,  vh i c h 
te r r i f i ed young �o�en and �as 
assoc i a ted w 1 th a bur t a l  
gr or.md , gave r i s e  t o  v i r tue � 
r i o ts i n  Shef f i e l d i n  1 873 . 
Such  appa r i t i ons have been 
regarded as the l ink bet�een 
latte r -day ghosts and 
conte�po r� ry  UF� ent i t i es , 

When deta i l s  of such inc i dents 
are  exara ined , it  is  not so  
;uc h  the p l ace  wh i ch  i s  
impor tant but the 
expec tations o f  the observers , 
the inte rven i ng var iab l e  of  
some k i nd of  ear th energy i s  
s t i l l  prob lemat i c ,  bu t  i t  does 
of f e r  a roraant i c  and po�er f u l  
reason f o r  unde rstand ing , 
preserving and j us t i fy ing  t i me 
and ef f ort to look a f te r  the 
landscape and the f o l k l o re  and 
legends that have bec ome 
assoc iated w i th i t ,  

Des p i te a y  n igg l ing doubts , 
Oav i d. C larke  ana Rob W i lson 
g ive  a great exaap l e  of a 
we l l-ba lan c ed use of f ie l d  and 
l ibrary  r esearc h ,  and un l ik e  
some in  th i s  f ie l d  they do not 
j ump  to w i ld assu1pt ions or 
try to bend the f a c ts to f i t  
e l aborate spec u l at ive 
struc tures , Nigel Va tson 
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