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WHO'S WATCHING THE UFOLOGISTS, , ,? 
So finally abductions have joined adultery, ambition and AIDS as fit 
subjects for the TV soap operas. The final scene of The Colbys as 
one of the female characters was enticed aboard a cut-price 
Spielberg saucer produced reactions ranging from bafflement to 
hilarity (and not much between) amongst the viewing public. Now we 
hear that other soaps, including our own dear Crossroads are falling 
over themselves to work this jolly wheeze into their plot! ines. 

So be it. But where. ever again,· wi 11 we find the touchingly naive 
abductee who, so the invest i gators tell us, knew nothing at all 
about abductions before their traumatic adventure. Now - as far as 
'Jestern Europe and the USA are concerned - abductions are part of 
the common currency of pub-talk and back-yard debate. But weren't 
they ever so? Two important new books* offer some suggestions. 

'Jhitley Streiber's book, for all the hoop-la that Slrrounded its 
release,in some ways raises the fewest questions: either you believe 
it or you don't. I have been surprised by how adamant some 
commentators have been that the book is 'clearly fiction', to quote 
one. I suspect some of the hostile reaction fi'•om within the UFO 
ranks has not been untainted with sour grapes. A mi 11 ion-dollar 
advance and umpteen weeks in the US best sellers is dispiritingly 
more than most UFO authors can expect, and to make things worse he 
is not even a member of the union! Instead of working his way 
through the ranks of unpaid magazine articles and derisory royalties 
from books which were not so much released as escaped. tlie man 
arrives as a fully fledged professional writer end sews up a massive 
financial deal taking the bread from the mouths of starving 
ufologists. He must be a phoney! 

Maybe. but I see no reason why. His story rings true. And that 
brings up the question: 'true· to what? 'Jel r. true to the confused 
and disorganised state that most UFO cbductees find themselves in. 
Although Streiber uses his professional talents to hone his 
______________________ Continued on Back Page 
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1n an article in New Scientist. 
Phi I Klass recentlylamented the 
absence of trained scientists in 
ufologu. Sure!� one of the great 
attractions ot- ufology and psy­
chical research is that theu are 
underground 'peoples' sciences'. 
safely immune from being included 
in some state sponsored 'core 
curriculum'. Of course. many 
practitioners purport to think 
otherwise , and societies (spurred 
on by charity I aws and spec i a I 
status) are made as bureaucratic 
as possible. The SPR's attempts 
to become (or remain) "academic­
ally respectable" are well known 
to our readers (thouah class 
exclusiveness was a major factor 
here). 1\SSAP and BUFORA also 
wage persistent but . (fortunate!�) 
never quite successful campaigns 
to become borina learned societ­
ies. Quite right� too, because if 
they did you may be sure that 
there would be no room for the 
I ikes of you and me in them! 

The psychologist Dorothy Rowe 
has pointed out that all 
societies need enemies: " ... the 
only way we perceive . and define 
is in terms of contrasts. and 
since we must I ive in groups . as 
individual isolation destroys us, 

we define our groups in terms of 
those excluded from our group ..... 

These enemies are assimilated 
into the wilderness: every tribe 
sees itself as 'The People'. 
versus 'The Others'. The great 
ideological rei igions (with which 
are included Marxism and Rat­
ional ism) see heretics, pagans 
and idolaters everywhere. ·ret 
today with weapons of genae i da I 
capacity, humankind can no longer 
be divided into warring camps. 
the next stage of human society. 
the commonwealth of humankind, is 
needed. 

In order to know what it is to 
be really human, cutting across 
all ethnic, cultural and ideo­
loaical boundaries. we need to be 
continuallu confronted with a 
eowerful Image of the non-human. 
The myth of the UFO and extra­
terrestrial invasion may not just 
be the authorised ml.lth, but the 
necessary myth of our times. 

The abductees paint the image of 
the non-human by giving tq the 
impersonal. inhuman forces of wi Id  
nature. the mask of modern 
society, as exemplified by a 
technocratised medicine which 
treats human beinas as mere 
objects. Against this external 
force, all humankind is part of 
'The People'. 

Abductees report that they have 
been made pregnant by the non­
humans (thus is the threat of 
·The Other· brought to the core 
of our very being). or r.ad a 
foetus 'taken' by the creatures, 
to be raised amongst them. as 
was the legendary chi Id of the 
Great Selchie and the earthlw 
nurse. Although as yet (?) no 
abductee has been vouchsafed the 
prophecu thatshe wi 11 marr\:J "an 
airman true". who w i 11 shoot down 
the flying saucer carrying "thy 
own wee babe" 
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MIS-SING TIME 
MISSING LINKS 

Dennis Stillings 

t\fter the first dau's sessions of the fourth annual meetinq of the 
Societu tor Scienfific Exploration tSSE). several ufoloaists and I 
repaired to the motel bar to continue a varietld of discussions begLII 
earlier in the da\d. 

After a few minutes it became quite clear that I was the onlu one 
present who did not accept the extraterrestrial h'Jpothesis <ETHJ to 
account for certain aspe_cts of the UFq phenomenon. I brouqht up a 
few of mu arquments aq01nst the ETH w 1 th the result that the rest 
of the group- tended to shuffle their ch�ir� OWOt:J from me and lean 
in toward one another to exchange_ mean�n9tul anecdot�s. I got t_he 
impression that I was odd man out 1n a ltvmg repla\.:_.1 ot The Invas1on 
of the Bodu Snatchers. ('Go back to your room. Oennis. \dOur pod is 
waiting for -you!') 

:>uch thin!-':inc:. of course. has its 
analogies in rei igion (0. 'Wh� 
were the innocent children 
ki l ied?' 11: We cannot understand 
such things. Only God. in His 
infinite wisdom ... ' ) and 1n pal itics 
('You can't question LBJ's 
policies on Vietnam. He has 
access to special information ... '). 
In other words, this argument 
might be true. but it gets us 
nowhere. We have to operate with 
the information we have -- what 
you see is what you get. 

3 
indulges in 'incomprehensible 
deeds' that are meant to puzzle 
the observer. In the end, his 
mysterious behaviour is explained 
by him in reasonable and 
comprehensible terms. 

Jung remarks that these 
· ... i ncomprehensi bl e deeds ... show 
how ego-consciousness reacts to 
the superior guidance of the self 
through the twists and turns of 
fate. To the initiate who is 
capable of transformation it is a 
comforting tale; to the obedient 
believer, an exhortation not to 
murmur against Allah's incompre­
hensible omnipotence. Khidr 
symbol izes ... the higher wisdom . . .  · 

The symbol ism of Khidr is rep let� 
with analogies to the UFU 
phenomenon and to the mental 
states of ETH believers. One may 
scoff at the reasoning of those 
who hold to the ETH, but their 
attitude is one of piet':;:l and 
submission!=> in the face ot what 
appears to be transcendent power 
and wisdom -- qualities never far 
from foolishness and the absurd. 
It is even probable that the UFO 
phenomenon is related to the 
resurgence of Islam. t;. 
The second I inchpin of twpical 
t:TH reasoning is the 'anthro­
pocentric argument·. When people 
r�aisc the questiol�.: ''t.Jhy dor1't 
the ET s land on the IJhi te House 
lawn and ask to see the 
president?', this is anthro-
pocentric. When the ETHer comes 
up with his own 'explanation'. it 
is not. Let me give you just one 
example from Hopkins (page 218): 
'It is irrelevant to raise the 
kind of objection that goes I ike 
this: "If extraterrestrials ore 
really here, why do they bother 
with six-year-old children when 
they can land publicly and talk 

Per�iaps mu reference to Lm.tson's 
'birth memOrld' theory I amounted 
to a kind of intellectual b.O. 
Lawson proposes that UFO 'abduc­
tion' cases are · .. . archethJpal 
fantas[iesJ involving belief or 
deception in which an individual's 
birth memories play a central 
role'. Mentioning this theor� 
provoked loud scoffing and 
snorts. Cln my experience, the 
mere mention of Lawson's theory 
has provoked. without exception, 
excessively emotional responses 
from ETHers.) I rep I ied that 
name-calling would not suffice. In 
what way, frecisely, was Lawson 
incorrect? was ignored. 

"Go back to your room� Denni s. 
your pod i.s wa1ti.ng ror you!61 

1\s I sat there in my self­
induced loneliness, I heard, from 
the corner of m� ear, references 
to Budd Hopkins 1'1issing Time. I 
have the book, which I obtained 
at the last Fortean meetina in 
Nebraska. I decided to read it 
through. 

Hopkins' book is quite readable. 
He believes in the ETH. and his 
thinking clear!� reflects his 
choice of position. One of the 
mainstays of the ETH rationale is 
that tne ufonauts are so far 
beyond us in their advanced 
thinking that what to us appears 
as abstrcF is merely the result 
of our intellectual inadequacies 
in the face of overwhelming 
mental superiority - rather I ike 
confrontations with cosmic Zen 
masters. 

Actuallu. there is a symbolic 
reason -for the popularity of the 
'higher reason' argument. Khidr is 
an important figure in Islamic 
mysticism.8 He appears in the 
Eighteenth Sura of the Koran, 
entitled 'The Cave'. Interestingly 
enough for our discussion here, 
the entire sura is taken up with 
a rebirth mystery. The 'cave' is 
a place of transformation where 
people experience 'missing time'. 
Khidr, also known as 'the Anoel 
of the Face' , who is a symbol ror 
the se If, takes the farm of a 
'round fish lacking bones and 
skin'. 

to our 1;residents end our 
scientists?' As if Ronald Reagan 
or J i mmy Carter, or, for that 
matter, Carl Sagan or Robert 
Jastrow. must inevitably be 
central to their concerns. MoJ:>e 
yes, but equally conceivably, 
maybe no. Perhaps their kind of 
preliminary investigation requires 
monitoring a wide range of people 
over their entire I ifetimes ... ' As 
you can see , the relatively 
common-sense not ion of the 
ufonauts contacting our heads of 
government is considered antiTo­
pocentric and worthy of sarcasm, 
while Hopkins' pro-ETH 'explan­
ation' is not. 

In the le�end Khidr changes from 
the 'fish form to his orrginal �e have to start somewhere, and 
form and sits on an islcnd on a - inadequate though they may be 
throne consisting of I ight. 4 Khidr - our own reason and experience 
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must be applied to such Rroblems 
before we go soaring off into 
the ozone of endless speculation. 
Hopkins' book is full of this kind 
of double standard. There is no 
need to multiply examples. Suffice 
it to say, the logic of the 
matter is this: if you object to 
an argument because it is 
anthropocentric, you auto-
matically remove the subject from 
discussion. Id/ human explanations 
are 'anthropocentric', strictly 
speaking. /\gain, a useless 
approach. 

I am convinced that, for many 
people, concern with the 
phenomena of UFOs induces a 
nonrational state of a typical 
sort. Let me give you an ex­
ample. Hopkins' book 'documents' 
several cases in which people 
have been abducted against their 
will, hypnotized, operated on, 
scarred for I ife, terrorized and 
subjected to the investigations 
of ufologists. To all this, 
Hopkins remarks: 'For all any of 
us knows the who I e UFO phenom­
enon may be ultimately, blissfully 
benign - there is firm evidence 
for this position - and so having 
been abducted may have turned 
out to be a peculiar privilege. 
No one knows'. Damned pecul i ar 
privilege. I'd say . 

The • cbstrd' birth rnemcry theory 

Of course the 'birth memor� 
theory' is 'absurd'. W'hen Hopkins 
subjects, urder hypnosis. report 
'The walls around the room are 
curved ... It's like a big oval. It 
has a really calming effect, 
being in this room ... It's almost 
like being hypnotized ... you feel 
as if you could float. It's very 
peaceful. 1\nd there is not a 

could be that somebody was in a 
different room end talking to me 
but, urn -- it was though I was 
in a room by myself ... ' 

Now ... Lawson may be wrong, but 
his suggestion that birth mem­
ories might be involved is not 
absurd and deserves consider­
ation. 

The SU'gical ski lis of the ET s 

The surgical ski lis of the ETs 
are poor. For all their advanced 
science, they seem to be L.llable 
to perform the simplest pro­
cedures without creating severe 
pain and anxiety. They scar 
patients for life, both 
emotionally and physically. Yet 
they are to be considered 
'benign'. According to Hopkins, 
ETs may have a '20,000--year' 
jump on us. Considering the 
advances we have made in I ess 
than lOO years, an uninterrupted 
20,000 years of technological and 
spiritual progress should produce 
st..rgical techniques of the order 
of teleporting of tissue. 

Certainly pain-free surgery 
should be old hat. Even we poor 
benighted humans can perform 
quite serious surgical procedures 
with little or no pain. The 
implantation of a cardiac pace­
maker, for one example, can be 
accompi ished �;ith local 
anaesthesia on an outpatient 
basis. The stories of bleeding 
cuts on the bodies of abductees 
after the experience do not 
impress me . I have received cuts 
on many occasions, even deep. 
'surgicaf' ones, that were 
painless and without apparent 
cause. I simply assume that I 
came in contact with something 

Now . . .  Lawson may be wrong, but his 
suggestion that birth memories 

mignt be involved is not absurd 
and deserves consideration. 

sound. Nothing. I think it's the 
guietest place I was ever in. 
This table ... grows out of the 
floor. . And ... it's a �feet 
temf?erature, so I'm perfectly 
comfortable' (page 80). And, on 
page 173, 'BH: You say this face 
had a foetus- I ike look? PO: 
Yes ... sort of I ike a1 embryo ... and 
also, I did have the impression 
of blood vessels .. . ' 
And on page 139 we have the 
following abductee report of 
sensat i ens in the UFO lcboratory: 
'I have a visual image of soft 
colours, pearl-greys with some 
blue or mauve ... but a kind of 
textured feeling, I ike leather and 
velvet, you knOw those kinds of 
nice, smooth comfortable 
textures, but I don't have ... it 

sharp while my · attention was 
elsewhere. On one occasion, when 
there was a particulcrly long, 
deep, mysterious cut in my elbOw 
and forearm, I figured out the 
cause - it was not obvious, but 
it was not anomalous either. In 
the profoundly altered states in 
which the 'ooc:luctees' experience 
their 'encol.llters'. it requires no 
great strain of the i magi notion 
to suppose that these 'stigmata' 
are self-inflicted, either 
accidentally, or in such a way as 
to correspond to the symbolic 
nature of the experience. 

The putative ET s have all the 
earmarks of human psychic 
components in symbolic form. 
which ere in the proceess of 
ma1ifesting in the psychic 

economy of ·a person undergoing a 
psychological transformation of a 
typical sort -- perhaps that 
very transformation traditionally 
referred to as 'rebirth'. 

The ancient and collective nature 
of this type of experience is 
symbolically indicated b� the 
uniformity of the phySical 
appearance of the 'ET s' (they are 
quasi-instinctive). Their constant 
di ngl i ng around with the earth 
and with human (and plant and 
animal) bodies is symbo lic of the 
fact that they have not attained 
full manifestation 'in the flesh' 
and have not as yet entered into 
the individual's new adaptation to 
the world. The 'ETs' are, meta­
phorically speaking. testing the 
new, unaccustomed waters of 
p�ysical existence in space and 
time. 

Such 'births into the body' may 
be compared to the image of 
Christ in the manger the 
cave, the abode of animals 
(instincts). This timeless image 
for the birth of a new principle 
in the human psyche precisely 
corresponds to much of the 
symbol ism of ETHer ufological 
speculation, hence the 'birth 
imagery' and all the glorious 
crank speculations about Christ 
being an extraterrestrial. Since 
these 'components' come from a 
region where ordinary concepts 
of space. time, pain and death do 
not exist, they have no wqy of 
relating to the problems of the 
'abductee'. This is a symbolic 
process at the deepest I eve I. 

ftnyone who finds himself a 
centre for this kind of attention 
will be in the midst of some 
remarkable events. That stigmata 
may be produced would not be too 
surprising. 

The 'a:rl.Jction' fcntCJSies: d-eans 
a1d 'active imagirntion' 

The accounts of the 'abductees' 
are r�lete with descriptions of 
the ETs silently acting out 
scenes without paying particular 
attention to the observer. This 
is a characteristic of dreams. 

There are distortions of time and 
space, often accompanied by 
i acunae in the sequences of 
events. In describii'")Q his tour 
through the inside of a LFO. one 
subject remarked (page 78): 'It's 
funny. this thing didn't look that 
big from the outside'. One is 
reminded of the Char I es F imey 
story of the Circus of Or Loo. 
The circus tent (=lf"O?), from the 
outside, is of quite modest 
proportions. Inside, it becomes 
almost a small cosmos. Hopkins 
cites one of the lacunae in a 
sequence of events: "when he 
first entered the ... room. he 



walked towards the table. . .. The 
next moment, he was seated on 
the table nearly naked, and his 
clothes were nGwhere to be seen. 
One can speculate either that he 
has repressed the disturbing 
experience of being stripped and 
lifted onto the table, or that he 
may have been, in fact. uncon­
scious during that operation. · 
(page 85) 

My explanation would be that we 
are deal ina with a dream mech­
anism where such sequences are 
quite common. I need scarcely 
point out the relevance of this 
scene to the 'birth memory' 
h�pothesis. It is of special 
interest that the subject in this 
abduction case reported: 'I feel 
like a frog: (page 84). One is 
reminded of the foetal lea 
positions as well as those of the 
neonate. �omen often refer to 
infants affectionatelu as 'little 
frogs'. The sub.iect- also felt 
'phusicallu dirtu. -and wanted veru 
mucn to shower-· (page 86). Hin( 
hint. One of Hopkins' sub.jects 
even sahJS: 'It seemed I ike a 
dream sequence. That's what it 
Seemed I ike. It seemed I ike a 
dream sequence. It didn't quite 
at I come out together'. 't'hat you 
see is what you aet. You have 
here a remembered- dream. Let· s 
give the abauctee some credit 
and tc:ke wr.at he reports for 
vhat it is. 

It should be pointed out. 
hovever. that these are not 
averaae dreams. They are 
archet';jpal dreams, or 'big 
dreams as primitives call them. 
Therefore. the subjects who have 
these very strong and impr:-�ssive 
dreams feel the.rn to be different 
in quality from ordinary dreams. 
They are quite right. t\nother of 
Hopkins' subjects £Uts this 
experience this way: It's almost 
like it's a dream. In fact. maube 
I thouaht it was a dream except, 
except - I'd never had a dream I ike that!''k ... The place is like a 
dream ... · 
Dozens of examples of dream I ike 
qualities can be found in the 
accounts given by the abductees 
examined by Hopk ins. Neverthe­
less. Hopkins refuses to enter­
tain this quite obvious alter­
not i ve exp I anat ion. That many 
people present essentially the 
same dream is no problem. The 
meaning of UFOs and ET s is 
archetypal and may be expected 
to repeat a very similar pattern. 

Some of Hopkins' subjects appear 
to �ve _ hit upon. tn� t,echnigue 
of acttve tmagtnabon . This 
techniques allows one to go into 
a kind of 'waking dream' ,  in which 
an imaginer� play is carried out 
before one s 'eyes·, hav i no the 
same sort of autonomous 

character as a movie or I iving 
diorama. One of Hopkins' sub­
jects, aiving his impressions of 
an Ef medical examination. 
reports on an 'eue-like' device 
as follows (page 171): 'I never 
have just a statio0ary image, but 
I get a sort of initial quick 
impression and then it starts 
degrading into all other kinds of 
things'. This is a typical 
subjective experience in active 
imagination. 

The subject continues (paqe 175): 
'I was just trying this time to 
tell you vhatever just sort of 
popped into my mind. It was vert.� 
much ,just kind of a collage of 
impressions... There was not anu 
kind of sequential thina... There 
was not any invoivemenl, reallu. 
or the feel ino I was rei ivina 
an'::jthing... rather that I was 
act inq as an observer·. t\nd. 
further on: 'It was not a briqht 
room. and. oh, I don't recoi I anu 
br i ahtness at all. but that· s the 
imoae mu mind is creatine now'. 
This is- active imaaination pure 
a11d simple. 

-

The experience of active 
imoqination is initiated bu a sort 
of Obaissement du niveau- menta/e. 
a levering or 'relaxation' of 
consciousness. Certain exterior 
condit:ons ore ver�::� favourable 
for· the �i"OductiOil or sucn 
stct�s. 't'alkina throuan the area 
vhere one 'obauction'- took place. 
Hopkins himself remarks on the 
·eerie. slumoerino quat itu' of the 
grounds lpoge -183). f; second 
subject of Hopkins reports 
reports on hearina her name 
called in the woods • .::; (page 202). 

5 
I have hod this experience muself 
in the deep woods of f1ontana. 
fhe unconscious is, in comp­

ensatory fashion, reaffirming the 
person's identity. This reaction 
is brouaht forth from the 
unconscious to counteract the 
well-known tendency for cons­
ciousness to fraament under 
conditions of isolation. Such a 
reaction, and its strength. are 
relative to the degree of 
isolation experienced and to the 
strength of the individual ego­
consciousness. These conditions 
cited b� Hopkins are optimal for 
inducing active imagination. 

Once one becomes fomi I ior with 
these altered states of consc­
iousness, the ETH os supported 
by cases such as those present­
ed in t1issing Time loses 
considerable credibi I it'::j. t\nyone 
vho stumbles onto this techniqu� 
is very impressed by it. I know 1 
vas at first. and I spent one 
vhole night just recording the 
incredibiy vivid images that 
forced themselves on my mina. 
You can do active imaginations 
about draoons. unicorns. -what 
have you, and you wi li find that 
they are very typ i col and a 
slight personal variation on 
something that con be looked up 
in a fairy-tale book. Nowadays we 
hove high-tech fatry tales. 

ETs: cockroaches of the cosmos 
or, when the world gets the DTs 
we stcrt seeing ETs 

The UFO phenomeJ�on. broadly 
speaking, is a monstrum compos­
itum. 'ii thin the range of UFO 
phenomena, ve see the organic, 

BUOD HOPKINS 
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tt�,e lnorqanic L psychic events. 
and physical �races: also myths 
and fairy tales. The UFO phenom­
enon covers the full range of 
meaning and aesthetic appeal 
from the banal and ridiculous to 
the highest spiritual levels� /\t 
times aspects of the phenomenon 
can be described as fishlike, 1 1 

birdlike, 12 insect I ike, 13 and any 
combination of these feab.res. It 
is of no avai I to try to find out 
which of these thing? the UFO is. 
It is all of them. The composite 
nature of lFO imagery indicates 
that it arises from the deepest I ayers of the co 11 ect i ve un­
conscious. 14 

This does not mean it is merely 
psuchic. /\t some point in the 
CO fl ect i ve unconsciOUS the 

time, perhaps, in the history of 
the world, there is a U1iversal 
threat of extinction. 'We should 
expect the strongest sort of 
evolutionary response to this 
emergency. 

This response cannot extend over 
the long F?eriods of time usually 
avai I able for such changes. The 
changes must occur within 
decaaes. The vulnerability of 
consciousness makes it the prime 
target for fast evolutionary 
change, a change so rapid that 
it has to overload the circuits, 
producing a vast array of 
overdetermined imagery with a 
wide spectrum of effects. The 
effects produced may result in 
higher consciousness, but not 
necessarily. 

If nature has access to our minds 
-- and she does --

would not consciousness be the most 
vulnerable point at which to attack 
and disable the species threatening 

the entire natural world 

psychic meets the hyl ic, 15 and 
the usual categories disappecr. 
Someone once said: · 1\ trick, if 
it's done right, doesn't look I ike 
a trick, it looks real'. If the 
UFO phenomenon were exclusively 
psuchic or exclusively phys i cal in 
nature. it would not capture our 
attention the way it does. It is 
part of ·the message' that the 
phenomenon cannot be c I ear I y 
categorized. 'When one does 
c I ear I y categorize the phenom­
enon. one begins to suffer from 
UFO-Iobotomy: one loses the 
abi I ity to think critically about 
the subject, one falls into self­
contradiction, forgets contra­
dictory data. develops quasi­
theological sophistries to 
'explain' the absurd behaviour of 
the UFOs -- in effect, one meets 
his pod. In my opinion, there is 
no small evidence that this fate 
has befallen the ETHers. 

If we look at the ETs with any 
kind of objectivity at all, we see 
them as buzzing, expressionless, 
more or less indistinguishable 
creatures with I ittle or no 
feeling for their human victims -
- I ike large insects with 
rudimentary tools for probing the 
bodies of the abductees as they 
probe the ground for soil 
samples - leaving their peculiar 
insect bites and 'traces'. 

'We are I iving in stressful times, 
not just for us, but for the 
whole planet. If nature has 
access to our minds -- and she 
does -- would not consciousness 
be the most vulnerable point at 
which to attack and disable the 
species threateni!:'Q the entire 
natural world? For the first 

When I see some of the res­
ponses to the UFO phenomenon 
I ike, for instance, the ETH, I 
suspect that nature may be 
creating false fascinosa that 
keep OLr � glued upward t..11ti I 
we fall of some c liff into the 
sea. Then the world wi 11 once 
again be at peace. ••• 

NOTES 

1 ,  A lvin H, Lawson, 'UFO abductions o r  
b i rth 1eaories?', Fat�, �arc h  1 985, pp, 
68-80, See also  !fagonia new series 1 0, 
2, The behaviour of UFOs and the i r  
�i l ots is truly  a 'dance  of the absurd'. 
For i1portant co11ents on the function of 
the absurd  in general , see ay • Note on 
the f unction of nonsense• , Archa�us, 3, 1 
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the 'absurd' in relation to UFOs , see 
Jac�ues Va l lee, lf�ss�ngers of Deception: 
IJFO Contacts and Cults, Berke ley , And/Or 
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legend see C,S, Jung , The Archetyp�s and 
the Col 1 ec ti ve IJnconsc i ous1 Col 1 ec ted 
Vorks, 9 , iA New Yor k , Pan�heon Books , 
1 959, pp, 1 J5- 1 47, 
4, Jung's Suf i headaan of h is  saf ari 
through Kenya tol d  hia tha t  Khidr  light 
appear to Jung as a 'pure, white l ight' , 
The headaan hiase lf repor ted he had 
dreaat of Khi d r  as a 'br ight whi te l ight 
near  the door', /bid,, p, f43, 
5 ,  As the nuc lear c rlSis  is a back door 
reins t i l la ti on of the o r i g inal 'fear of 
Sod' , the UFO phenoaena seea to be 
des igned to reacquaint us w i th a w ide 
r ange of other reltg ious v i r tues , 
6, Undoubtedly, I s lam is possessed of a 
new dynaai sa . This  is negative 1 y 
expressed i n  Khoaeinid but Is laa , as the 
youngest of the wor 1 's g reat rel igions ,  
has its fulfi laent sti l l  in the future, 
Jung has c oaaented on' this , and Anthony 

Burgess in his novel /985 predicts an 
ls la11 i c  B r ita in  by the end of the 
century, W i l d ,  you say? Have you noti ced 
our change in attitudes towards 
v i rg inity

h 
pornoqaphy and a l c oho l? 

7, Tat UFOs do not aanifest 
def initi vel y . to the organi zationa l power 
structures 1s part ol the archetypal 
ayth, There is no rooa f or the 'pr inc iple 
of sa lvation' in the Inn , I t  appears 
first  to shepherds in the fields , 
8, See a lso Stanis l av 6rof R�alls of 
th� Hu11an Unconscious, New fork , V1k1ng 
Press
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1 975 , The possib i lity of the 

reaera ranee of the birth proc ess , 
�specia l ly in connection with vio lence , 
IS supQorted by Edward  C, Wh1t1ont in his 
book He turn of th� 6odd�ss, New York , 
Crossroad , 1 982, pp , 1 7- 1 8, 
9, For the or1g1na l d iscussion of the 
conc ept of actl ve iaag1nation (ten not 
used ) ,  see C,S, Jung , 'The trans cendent 
funchon •A in The Structure ind Drnalics 
of th� rsych�, Coll�ct�d Vorks, 8,J Ne11 
Y9rk , Pantheon Books , 1 960, pp , o7-91 , 
01scuss1ons of the nature and function of 
act1ve iaag1nat1on can be found through­
out the Jung ian literature, 
1 0, A book was wr1tten years ago on this 
subject: �ax Lowy , Vb�r e1n� Vnru/1�­
ersch�inung.· di� Halluzination des · Anruf�s 11 t de• eigen�n Nall�n (ohn� und 
1it B�acfltungsrahn), Sep_ar3tabdruck iUS 
d�n Jahrbucll�n fur Psych1 a tr ie und 
N�urologie, XXXlll Band

i 
Le1png u, Wien , 

Franz Oeuti cke , 1 9  1 ,  The tltle 
trans lates: On an Anx1ety Mani testation: 
The Ha l l ucination of be1ng called by 
one's Name (wtthout and w1th pathological 
di sturbances of attent1on>. 
1 1 , UFOs have been seen rt s 1 ng f ro1 and 
return1ng to the sea , Jung discusses the 
UFO as fish in 'F lying saucers: a aodern 
11yth of th ings seen 1n the sk 1es •, in 
Civilization in Transition, Coll�cted 
�orks, 1 0, New York 1 Pantheon Books, 
1 964, See also Lyal 1 Watson's highly 
suggest1ve ru1inat1ons on underwater 
llgfits , squ1d and the i r  large eyes and 
ETs in h is  book 6ifts of Vntnorn Things, 
New York , Siaon and Sc huste r , 1 976, pp, 
1 8-37, 
1 2, 6reta Woodrew , On a Slide of Light, 
New York , �ac11 l lan ,  1 98 1 ,  Hawk s, 
1 3, Gera ld  Heard , Th� Riddle of the 
flying Saucers, London , Car ro l l  and 
N i c holson , 1 950, Bees , 
1 4, At the deepest leve ls  of the 
unconSClOUS1 everythtng iS everrthtng, 
1 5, The reg1on cur r ent y under 
Investigation by severa l  leadtng quantu1 
theonsts, 

In order to give the full 
coverage we feel the 
Hopkins, Streiber and 
Good books deserve, '.\le 
have held over our 
regular book review 
features, and shortened 
our readers• letters 
column. These will both 
be back , in full, in the 
next issue of Hagonia. 
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HE ARCHETYPAL midnight hag 
on her broomstick has a 
comic Disney touch about 
her, a fact which did not 

always escape earlier students 
who were not above lampooning it. 
But at one time she was a grim 
reality, even if there was the 
occasional judge who ruled that 
noturnal flights were not illegal. 

'We are talking about the 
supp�se,d phenomenon of 'trcns­
vectlon , which is closely 
related, if at all distinguishable, 
to a who I e vcr i ety of other 
subjects (no less controversial) 
for which there is _yet reasonably 
good evidence. They include: 
traction, levitation, teleport-
ation. bi location, out-of-the-body 
experiences, and UFO abductions. 

At an early date (lOth century) 
the en I iohtened Canon Episcopi 
denied the existence of trans­
vection, as a heretical throwback 
to heathenism. It explicitly 
denounced "wicked women ... who 
profess that in the dead of 
night they ride Lf>On certain 
beasts with the pagan goddess 
Oicna, and fly over vast tracts 
of country". 

Such things, to be sure, are 
"onll;:l done in the spirit", and 
fooltsh indeed is he who believes 
thct such fond dreams !nvolve 
actual bodily activity. However, 
it was taken quite I iterally by 
eost -medi aeva I demono I ogi sts. 
Guazzo in 1626 voiced the opinion 
that "Sometimes witches are 
really conveyed from one place 
to another t5y the Oevi I ,  in the 
bodi ly I i keness of a goat or some 
other fantastic animal, end are 
indeed physically present at 
their nefarious sabbaths." It 
was, he added, a view "commonly 
held bL! theologians and lqwyer 
among tathol ics of Italy, Spain 
and Germany. It should however 
be noted that none of these 
ideas are indiginous to this 
countr�. (Mexican magicic:rs, 
accordtng to the 16th century 
write Acosta, were also credited 
with aerial flights, metamorphosis 
at wi 11 into � shape, and ESP 
(LCJ'Wrence, p.67). 

These ideas did not however meet 
with _general acceptance even in 
the Europecn countries of their 
origin, but it was argued in some 
quarters that even if only a 
delusion or cream, trcnsvection 
was st i 11 to be construed as a 
er ime of intent, deserving of 
summery punishment - in spite of 
St Augustine's expresses rei ief 
at not being responsible for his 
dreams! 

T artoretti in 1749 objected that 
participants in the Sabbath, "if 
they feasted at their meetings 
... Ought to come back SLrfeited 
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and happy, instead of hung-y and 
tired" and again, that they 
should be "able to escape from 
prison" with the same ease as 
they apparently left their 
bedrooms at night (Gurney, f?.l75, 
n.6). Tartoretti evidently failed 
to take into account the we 11-
known fact that the Devi I 's food 
is worse than useless; in the 
words of one of the Pendle 
witches "... although they did 
eat, they were never the fuller 
nor better for the same." (Mglo, 
p.237) 

Late mediaeval writers I ike Ulrich 
Mol itor enforced the idea that 
the Adversary could, even in 
one's waking state, induce vivid 
hallucinations I ike nocturnal 
flights. As in saintly bi location 
"at the precise moment that at 
man is in one place. nevertheless 
he is able to appear in spirit in 
another". 

It mattered I ittle to this 
argument, if such it can be 
cafled. whether the prospective 
trove 11 ers made their way on the 
traditional broomstick or some 
equally improbable implement 
(cleft stick, distaff or shovel) 
or even on an animal's back. 

Meanwh i I e the app I i cation of an 
ointment is frequently mentioned. 
f, fifteenth centur·y prince. as 
'illustrious' as anonymous, 
persuaded at witch to app I y it 
experimentaly. PredictabiW ' 
"nothing unusual happened 
(Kitteridge, p.l66) in spite of 
liberal helpings of the supposedly 
magical substance. although the 
woman professed great faith in 
its efficacy. In the case of 
Elizabeth Style. on the other 
hand, the tlying ointment was 
said to have been effective in 
1665. 

Had not Jesus been carried to 
the top of a high mountain by 
the tempter, and was not Ezekiel 
taken up by his hair to be 
conveyed a long distance, to say 
nothing of Habbakkuk? Many 
divines Luther, Bodin, 
Melanchton though that this 
should not be taken too 
literally, and that one's spirit 
only went to the sabbatha. 

In 1560 Giambattista Porta once 
more demonstrated that the 
customary preparations for a 
trance- I ike state failed to 
dislodge the resting subject, 
while Or Gassendi at least 
produced the illusion of trcns­
vection by adminstering drugs to 
a control-group. 1\mong those with 
first-hand experi�nce was Paulus 
Grillcndus, the author of the 
influential Tractatus de Hereticis 
et Sorti legi iS:l536), who had 
actually handled the ointment 
(Hoyt, p.61). 
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�ith regard to the subject of 
this study, one has to agree 
with Owen that there is no 
logical objection to the 
possibility of traction of the 
human boCit.i granted there is a 
force capable of moving inanimate 
sttic bodies. /\t its most 
effective level it may amoLI1t to 
actual levitation. In an extreme 
case Christina of Stommeln was 
with difficulty rescued from 
suffocation when a c I cud sudden I y 
descended on her wh i I e at prayer 
indoors and she f oLnd herse If 
taken to a disused and muddy 
reservoir. The cover story was 
to put the blame on the Devi I 
(who else?) trying to ki 11 her by 
drowning (Thurston, p.13). Twice 
she is said to have been dragged 
from her bed, conveyed out of 
doors and tied to a tree. 

In the Bromley Poltergeist Case a 
certain Mr Elms was twice 
involuntary propelled forward in 
the writer's direction by an 
intangible force (Cassirer). 

In 1647 the Devil in the shape 
of a Master of /\rts carried away 
a scholar of St John's Cambridge; 
his gown was recovered from the 
river and he was never heard of 
again (Notestein, p.362). 

�hen a man named Harrison myst-

���ouJ�f h��d�e;f 
iuFJ6�du�tio��� 

Three people were hanged for his 
murder - rather prematurely as 
it turned out, since two years 
later the 'dead' man returned 
from Turkey, whence he had been 
spirited away by witchcraft. 
/\bout the same time James Barrow 
of Southwark could not be appre­
hended by any means as he used 
to fade from the midst of his 
would-be captors I ike some latter 
day Elijah. 

T awards the beginning of our own 
century a mediumistically gifted 
boy in Iceland. Indri Inariasson, 
was thrown from his bed after 
first being lifted LJR and pulled 
down to the f I oar. In the next 
stage he was f arced "head fore­
most through the door and alon� 
the floor in the outer room' ; 
this in spite of clutching at 
everything in site and being 
firmly secured by his l�s by two 
men. This form of violent 
traction was exceetional, but of 
short duration. The data are 
regarded as satisfactory by Owen 
(OWen, p.207). 

'The dividing I ine between traction 
and levitation is a thin one, and 
in the Icelandic case actual 
levitation is indicated when it is 
stated that the boy was 
"balcncing" in the air with his 
feet towcrds the window". 

1\ mistaken belief in levitation 

can sometimes be induced by an 
illusion shared by saints, witches 
and mediums amon_9 others. Still, 
one feels that Cotton Mother's 
subject. Margaret Rule, is too 
hastily dismissed by Owen on 
account of alleged 'vagueness' in 
detail of the data. Apparently 
she was afflicted with veritable 
bouts of levitation: "One her 
tormentors pulled her up to the 
cei I ing of the chamber e11d held 
her there before a very numerous 
company of spectators, who found 
it as much as they could all do 
to �ull her down again." (Hansen, 
p.217) 

Saint Joseph of Copertino 

This seems therefore to have 
been a bona fide instance of the 
phenomenon for which Mother had 
gone to the trouble of collecting 
signed statements. Since none of 
her bodily parts were in contact 
with the bedstead, the raising of 
her body extending "a great way 
towards the top of the room", is 
prec I uded from being diagnosed 
as an arc de cercle in a hyster­
ical fit. 

Levitation is also associated with 
physical mediumship, and one need 
on I y mention the names of 
Stainton Moses. D. D. Home, 
Mirabell i, and the Schneiders. The 
evidence in connection with Home 
is virtually unassai I able and 
testified to by Crookes. 

/\mon_$J Catholic saints. St Joseph 
of Copertino is outstanding, and 
the data relating to his levit­
ating feats are convincing, and 
were a source of embarrassment 
to the Church in his I ifetime. 

"t\lleged flights through he air 
to and from the witches conven­
tion may be set on one side as 
fictive". warns Owen in his dis­
cussion of teleportation. 

His point is well taken. Bozzano. 
however. quotes an apparent I y 
trustworthy report by a mission­
ary about. a w1tchdoctor whose 
"spirit travered a very consider­
able distance at night. IJhi le his 
body remained in a cataleptic 
state, a mysterious 'something' 
impinged realistically on the 
consciousness of a far-away 
not i ve. and a pertinent message 
was conveyed. 

Transvection was sometimes 
dismissed on the grounds that 
the experient's physical body was 
observed to be asleep or entran­
ced concomitant with the repor­
ted adventure in time and space. 

Once more on the border I i ne of 
the various themes, the alleged 
suspension in space must perhaps 
be sometimes ascribed to ski llful 
gymnastics. In certain cases of 
nystero-demonopathic ' epidemics 
young girls emulated the agi I ity 
of squirrels. 

Mary Longdon was hexed in 1661 
acording to Glanvi lie's f1odern 
Relations. She was sometimes 
"removed out of her bed into 
another room", apparently para­
normally, or even 'carried to the 
top of the house". . Typical 
associated rltergeist phenomena 
suggest tha this may have been 
a genuine case, though Owen has 
reservations. 

1\n official report about a hexed 
girl, Francoise Fontain, asserts 
that she indulged in repeated 
flights of up to f OLr feet, and 



that i t  requi red the jo i nt 
efforts of several men to br i na 
her down. The c i rcumstant i al 
nature of the account makes a 
good i mpressi on. Summ tr_g up the 
evi dence. F odor says. Transport­
at i on  of human 6odi es through 
c l osed doors and over a d i stance 
i s  a compar i t i ve l y rare but �?i r l y  
we l l  authent i cated occurence. 

Though . most parapsycho l og i sts 
woul d stoo short of who l ehearted 
agreement ' w i th Fodor 's  conf i dent 
assessment .  he i s  po i nt i ng the 
r ight way in descr i b i ng i t  as "a 
compos i te phenomenon between 
l ev i tat i on and apport",  for both 
of whi ch there i s  val i d  ev i dence.  

Modern scel?t i cs may doubt that 
the Revd. Robert K i rke of Aber­
foy l e  was tru l y  carr i ed off by 
fair i es i n  revenge for revea l i ng 
the i r  secrets. It was be l i eved 
that those abducted somet i mes 
returned as ghosts. IJ i tches, of 
course, had no d i ff i cu l ty i n  
overcom i ng the phys i ca l  barr i ers 
of the i r  homes. ,  and Val l ee .  
referr ing to "the arch i ves o f  the 
Roman Catha I i c  Church" , surm i ses 
that "many accusat i ons of w i tch­
craft stemmed from the be l i ef i n  
strange bei ngs who could ·f l y  
throuah the a i r  · and �proach 
humanS at · dusk or at n i oht . "  
(Va l l ee, p.62) Col l ect i ve s i ghtings 
even in day I i ght of w i erd 
conf i gurat i ons are nei ther rare 
nor necessar i I y extorted by 
torture-chamber confess i ons. nor 
conf i ned to any one age. 

Did not the Pr i nce of Apost l es 
(very much un l ike the w i tches) 
thwart every ef f art to keep h i m 
i n  pr i son? In more modern times 
mirac l es of thi s  k i nd are sti 1 1  
a 1 1  eged i n  some numbers. The 
Davenport brothers, for exanp l e. 
were "transported a distance of 
mi l es" , whi l e  other mediums such 
as Mrs. Guppy, IJi 1 1  iams Hearne, 
Lot t i e  Fow l er and ' Dr . '  Monk did 
at least as well several  times. 

Anthropological data lend 
credence to the seemi lngl y 
incredible. The above mentioned 
African witch-doctor successfully 
contacted a native hundreds of 
miles away throuqh rough terrain. 
De IJindt knew or a medicine-man 
who d i appeared from his tent 
while being watched, only to be 
found unconscious half a mi l e  
distant (F odor ) .  

B i  locat ion must be taken i nto 
consideration in spite of i ts 
appcrent violation of natural law. 
F odor defines i t  as "the simu l­
taneous presence in two dif­
ferent p laces", w ith the proviso 
"most lw i n  histor ies of 
saints . liider this headi ng we 
may include the adventures of 
the Ven. Domenica del Paradise 
who escaped to a cave where she 

spent two nights (ThLrston, 
p. 1 014 ) . However, her absence 
failed to attract attention, as 
she was impersonated by an 
ange l !  

More amaz i ng, yet at the same 
t i me better attested, are the 
feats of Sor Mar i a  de A�eda who 
bi located no less than 500 times 
(!) as fer afield as Mexico. where 
she converted a native · tribe and 
distributed rosaries (which as a 
matter of fact , had a l l vani shed 
from her ca ll) . There were 
moreover other supporting 
i nd i cat i ons that her v i s i ts to 
distant lands were not mere 
f l i ghts of fancy (Thurston, p. 127) 

Fodor elsewhere relates the 
phenomenon of the doppelganger, 
a 'dOLble' considered by h i m  the 
"ether i c  counterpart of the 
phys i ca l  body whi ch,  when_ out of 
coinc i dence, may temporar i l y  move 
about in space in compcrat i ve 
freedom and appear i n  var i ous  
degrees of densi ty t o  others."  

Perhaps thi s  accounts for the 
fact that A l phonse de L i guor i  was 
ab I e i n  1774 to at tend at the 
death-bed of C l ement XIV accor­
di ng to w i tnesses whi l e  bei ng 
i mpr i soned at Arezzo. If one can 
accept Aksakov ' s  famous ta l e  of 
the bi l ocat i on of M i ss Sagee the 
schoo i -m i stress, th i s  wou l d  
amount t o  i rrefutab l e  ev i dence i n  
favour of the syndrome. ' C l ose l y  
related t o  thi s  phenomenon are 
out-of-the-body exper i ences 
whi ch traditionally at least 
i nvo l ve the concept of an 
'etheric double' or ' astra l  body' , 
supposedly "an exact rep I i ca of 
the physi cal body but composed 
of f imer matter" (fodor). 

More object i ve evidence for such 
an idea is provided by the data 
for materialisation. If witches 
ever did traverse long distances 
Sand one would decrly like to 
hear concrete evi dence for this 
belief), an alternative incarn­
ation would provide the ideal 
vehicle. Col .  de Rochas conducted 
some suggestive experiments i n  
this f i efd in wh i ch a plastic 
phantom form was created. Indu­
ced projection of the ' double ' is  
said to have succeeded in early 
tests. and more recent ly. the 
modern output on the subJect is  
extensive and a comprehensi ve 
er i t  i que ffiC!Y be f OLiid in the 
work of Or Blackmore. 

The i dea was abl� chanpioned by 
Ochorowi cz: "The !lYF>othesis of a 
' f luid  double'  (astral body) whi ch, 
under certai n  condit i ons detches 
i tse l f  from the body ... appecrs 
necessary (my i ta l ics) to exp la in  
the areater pert of the phenom­
ena."� Henri de Siemiraski , <rtist 
and sc ient i st ,  a lso spoke of the 
pragmati c  necessity cr ising from 
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his experience of the "hypothesis 
of the dup l icat ion ( dedoUblement) 
of the medi um" ( i b .  p . 137). 

IJe have come at last to the 
aspect of the greatest import­
ance to ufology: abduct ions bu 
UFOs. This subject has become of 
i ncreasi ng interest and signif­
iccnce. Recent monographs by 
Scott Rogo (1980) a1d John 
R i  mmer (1984) have been devoted 
to it. here the flight is of an 
invo h . .ntary kind, over which the 
subject has no control q>art 
from possible aqu i escence. · \Yith 
ever-increasing frequency" , says 
C E Lorenzen (Story, p .2) "UFO 
resecrchers are encounter i ng 
w i tnesses who c l ai m  not only to 
have sighted a LFO end i ts 
occupants. but to have been 
taken aboard". 

Thi s  strange exper i ence, wh ich 
seems to be subject i ve l y  psycho­
genet i c  follows a predictab ly 
stereotyped pattern, LrlOCCOLnt­
abl y  ant i c i pated by science 
f i ct i on. Its innocent victims are 
subjected to traumat i c  and at 
the same t i me myst i c  happeni ngs 
under b i zarre c i rcumstances w i th 
a l l eged t i me- l osses, poss i b l y  
tr i ggered off by geophys i ca l  or 
even qu i te tr i v i a l st i mu l i .  
Te l eported to a strOQgel y  
unreal i st i c  env i ronment . Bettw 
nndreasson has encounters w i th 
non-human bei ngs i n  a rei  i g i ously 
i nsp i red sett i ng.  

NOTES 1 .  For the 11os t recent d 1 s cuss 1on 
of th 1s  em graa , see the Vnexplained, 1 08 ,  
p , l 250f f , 2 .  De Rochas , p , l 70 ,  Ju1 l ian 
Ochrow 1 c z , a aos t expe r 1 enced researcher , 
was r e f e r r 1 ng to the phys 1 c a l  e f f ec ts 
observed by f\ 111  in h 1 s  1 nves t 1gat 1 on of 
Pa l lad 1 no , 
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T I MOTHY  GOOD 

Batt l e  I ines in the USA have 
a l ready oeen drawn. Odd l y  enough , 
the scept i cs .  e.g.  Phi I i p K l ass . 
seem as content as the be I i evers 
to d i spute the va l i d i ty of the 
mater i a l  according to whether a l l 
the t ' s  have been crossed and 
i 's dotted. The resul t  i s  s i m i l ar  
t o  a recent mock tr i a l  he l d  here 
in whi ch a tr ibunal of Supreme 
Court judges argued over the 
authorshi p  of Shakespeare's 
p l ays .  In both i nstances the 
d isputed documents ex i st .  The 
quest ion is whether they estab-
1 i sh the ex i stence of Shakespeare 
in one case, and UFOs i n  the 
possessi on of the Amer ican 
government i n  the other . The 
answers may be forever l ost 
because of our inabi I i ty in both 
instances to d iscover the pro­
cess whereby the sai d  documents 
were made f?Ub l i c .  In other words, 
where and from whom di d the MJ-
12 mater i a l  or i g i nate? 
A l as, none of our I i v ing soLrces 
are prov i ng very hel pful in  the 
matter , whi ch is not the same as 
saying they cou l d  be. St i l l ,  the 
mystery of how the MJ -12 pq:>ers 
came to be is gett i ng  largel y  
over l ooked i n  the race to 
establ ish secondcry matters, 
whether tf:ley ful f i  I the form and 
content of s i m i lar documents from 
the scrne i nd i v i dua l s  and agenc i es 
of the era in quest i on,  and so 
on. My purpose is to see i f  we 
can ' t  poi nt scrut i ny where i t  

I f  N_e i  I K i nnock can knock_ out an · Am�r i can Democrat i c  presi dent i a l  9�nd1 date thous<?'1� of mt l es aw� w t thout so much as 1 i ft ing a t t nger , perhaps 1 t  s not too far at i e l d  for an Amer i can ufo l ogist to comment on T i mothy Good ' s  ' Above Top Secret ' .  
In drama, the fatal  f l aw of a character i s  often the essent i a l  i ngredi ent around w��ch_ the who le  trag i c  rec i pe revol ves. In the documentary or non-t 1ct 1on wor l d, however , it is just as often the s l am of tlie oven door that causes the who l e  soUff l e  to col l apse. ThE: latter seems to be the case w i th ATS , a _Frodi g i ous project u l t i mate l y  marred by re i i ance on US government ' UFO '  documents of a consi derably dubi ous nature. 
The appearance here of the controvers i a l  Majest i c  Twe l ve or MJ-12 mater i a l  re l at i ng to a reputed supersecret government 'uFO agency charged w i th unl ock ing the secrets of crashed and retr i eved UFOs a! ong_ w i �h the i r  a l i en occupants , i ?  doub ly di sappo i nt i ng because i t  � 1 1 1  1 n�v 1 tab l y  detract from what 1 n  ma� regards i s  an otherw ise 1 mpr�ss 1 ve performance by Mr Good. If the MJ -12 documents i n  part tcu�ar t�n out �o be a comp l ete fabr i cat i on ,  as seems mcreas mgl y  l � ke l y ,  _the f arrago wi 1 1  prov i de scept ics and profess i ona l debunkers a l 1 ke w 1 th a new round of potent ammun i t i on ai med sg�are l y a� the ' best ' �hat UFO proponents supposedl y  have to oft er . What s . more, th�y w 1 1 1  not even hC?ve to pu 1 1  th� tr i gger ; that and the smok 1 ng gun wil l have been prov 1 ded them by Good in Eng l and and Moore and company i n  Amer i ca.  

ABOVE TOP SECRET: 
BELOW TOP DRAWER 

Dennis Stacy 
bei ongs , name i u  at  the or i g i na l 
source of the documents them­
se l ves . 

But f i rst , a br i ef background of 
' MJ -12 ' . The documents re l eased 
by Good and IJ i  11 i am  L .  Moore ( in 
assoc i at i on w i th Jam i e  Shandera, 
a Los Ange I es TV producer , and 
ETH proponent Stanton Fr i edman) , 
pLrport to be a br i ef i ng paper 
prepared by Admiral  Roscoe H .  
H i  l l enkoetter (MJ -1) for 
presi dent-e l ect Dwight D.  E i sen­
hower , who was succeedi ng Harry 
Truman in off i ce. The cover page, 
dated ' 18 November , 1952'  and 
headed 'Not i anal Secur i ty Inf or­
mat ion'  was stamped ' Top Secret/ 
Maj i c '  and ' Eyes Onl y ' . Page 2 
character i zed Operat i on Maj?st i c-
12 (Maji c-12) as 'a  TOP �ECRET 
Research and Deve l opment/ 
Inte l l i gence operat i on responsi b l e  
d i rect ly and onl y  to the 
Pres i dent of the Uni ted States ' . 
Maj i c-12 had been establ i shed ' by 
spec i a I c l assi f i ed execut i ve order 
of Presi dent Truman on 24 
September , 1947, upon recommend­
at i on by Or Vannevar Bush and 
Secretary J ames F orrestal ' .  

A l ist of a l l -mal e  membershi p  of 
Maji c-12 fol l owed, l ed off by 
Hi l l enkoetter , cons i st ing of a 
ver i tab l e  m i  I i tary and sc i ent i f i c  
Who ' s  Who o f  the day, inc luding 
noted UFO debu1ker and Harvard 
astronomer Donal d  H.  Menze l 
(shades of Cedr i c A l l i ngham!) ,  

Genera is Hout S .  V andenber q and 
Nathan F .  - Tw i n i n_g , Ors Oet l ev 
Bronk , L l oyd V .  Berkner , Jerome 
Hunsaker and f i ve others. On 22 
May 1949 , Secretary of Oefense 
James V .  Forresta l  ( ' MJ-3 ' )  had 
comm i tted sui c i de wh i le  i n  
hosp i tal (more fodder for 
paranoids), and had subsequent l y  
been rep l aced by General  IJal ter 
B. Smi th. Space proh i b i ts a 
consi derat i on of a l l the i r  
credent i a l s  (see Good, pages 250-
252) , but those of Hi  l l enkoetter . 
presumab I y the author of the MJ-
12 documents, are pcrt i cu l ar l y 
worth recount i ng. After a 
d i st i ngui shed Wor l d War II ccreer 
in Naval Inte l l i gence, Truman 
appo i nted h i m  Di rector of the new 
Central Inte l l i gence Group , soon 
the CIA, on 1 Mgy 1947 , a post 
he he l d  unt i l  1950 . More off i ces 
and awards fol l owed. Hi l l enkoetter 
ret i red from the Navy i n  June 
1957 . In the same year he joi ned 
the Board of Governors of NI CAP. 
the Not i ona l Invest i gat i ons 
Commi ttee on Aer i a l  Phenomena. 
whi ch f lour i shed dur i ng the 1950s 
as the l argest c i v i I ion UFO group 
ever (memoershi p  at one P9 i nt ,  
500 0).  The fact that the · f i rst 
d i rector in CIA hi story wou l d  
l ater he l p  front a popul ar  UFO 
group has been cons i dered odd to 
say the l east , and fuel ed many a 
m i dn i ght conspiracy theory. 1\ 
better 'mo l e '  cou fd h<rdly be 
i magi ned. 
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The Maj i c  ' br i ef i na '  i tse l f  
seemi ngl y  substant i ates the 
Roswe l f i nc i dent reported i n  the 
book of the same name by IJ i 11 i am 
L. Moore and ' co-author ' Char l es 
Ber l i tz:  ' On 07 July .  1947 , a 
secret operat i on was begun to 
assure recovery of the wrecka�e 
of th i s  object for sc i ent i fic 
study. Dur i ng  the course of th i s  
operat i on,  aer i a l  reconnai ssance 
discovered that four sma l l human­
l i ke bei ngs had apparent l y  
ejected from the craft a t  some 
point before it expl oded. These 
had fal l en to earth about two 
mi l es east of the wreckage s i te.  
A l l four were dead and bad l y  
decomposed due to act i on by 
predators and exposure to the 
el ements dur i ng the approx i mat e l y  
one week t i me per i od wh i eh had 
el apsed before thei r  di scovery. ' 

The paper a l so says that 'On 06 
December , 1950 , a second object , 
probab l y  of s i m i  I or or i g in ,  
impactea the earth at h i gh speed 
in the El Indi o-Guerrero area of 
the Texos-Mexican border after 
fo i l owi ng a I ong traject ory 
through the atmosphere .  B y  the 
t ime a search team arr i ved ,  what 
remained of the object had been 
a lmost tota l l y  i nc inerated. ' 

The f i na l  page of the br i ef i ng 
was a tab l e  of contents l ist i ng 
eight attachments, ' A '  to ' H ' ,  
composed of T ruman' s or i gi na l  
execut i ve order establ i shing 
Maji c-12. three status reports, a 
'Pre l i m i nary Ana l yt ical  Report ' ,  
'B lue Team R9Rort #5' , ' Cont i n­
gency Plan MJ-1949-04P/78: 31 
JAN ' 49 ' , and 'Maps and Photo­
graph i c Fol i o  (Extract i ons) ' .  Of 
the e ight attachments referred 
to. on l y  ' A ' , Truman' s  execut i ve 

order addressed to the I ate _ 
Secretary of Defense, was 
i nc l uded w i th the MJ-12 docu­
ments rel eased to the pub I i c .  

And that i s  Maji c  i n  a nutshe l l ,  
more than enough to estab l i sh 
the val i d i ty of f ly i ng saucers 
from space,  a l i en occupants, 
crash/retr i eva l s, government 
cover-up and a 11 the other UFO 
accoutrements of the l ast four 
decades, enough in fact to put 
ufo l ogy out of bus i ness forever . 
A l l that remai ned was to conv i nce 
Amer i ea 's i nvest i gat i ve journa l ­
ists of the rea l i ty of the MJ-12 
br i ef i ng papers; they i n  turn 
wou l d  a l ert the general pub I i c  
and responsi b l e  po l i t i c i ans, i f  
such creatures there be. and 
before Phi I i p  K l ass cou l d  say 
' Bah! Humbug ! ' the truth w i th a 
capi ta l  T wou l d  be out , f i na l ly !  

As events have evo l ved, however , 
none of us i s  out of a job. save 
Steuart Campbe l l ,  who ' s  al ready 
provi ded h i s  own so l ut i on to the 
UFO phenomenon anyway. The 
quest i on remai ns :  Whence the 
documents? /\s you m i ght have 
guessed by now , none of the 
above-ment i oned papers have 
surfaced in the T ruman or E i sen­
hower Pres i dent i a l  L i brar i es,  or 
the Nat i ona l Archi ves in 'Washi ng-
ton. K l ass ' s  counter-arguments 
have centred on m i sp i aced 
commas. anachron i st i c  term i no l ogy 
and s i m i l ar pr i nted peccadi I I os as 
proof of fa l s i f i cat i on.  Moore et 
al . have retorted by resort i ng to 
negat i ve proofs, s i nce they can ' t  
prove the authent i c i ty of the 
papers themse l ves . Th i s  i nvo l ves 
ma i n l y  turni ng up s i m i l ar gaffes 
i n  other papers of the t i mes. 
What ' object i ve '  ev i dence has 
surfaced 1 s  i tse l f  suspect ,  wh i ch 
we wi 11 get to i n  a moment . 

Or , Yannevar Bush 
Father_ of the Hajestic 12? 

1 1  
Again,  whence the documents? 
/\t ter devot i ng over 40 0 pages of 
text to a secondary matter ( i f ,  
after a l l ,  Maj i c  i s  rea l ) , Mr Good 
is strangel y  ret icent on the MJ-
12 papers themse l ves, whi ch 
aeeear to have been added to 
ATS at the l ast moment . On page 
250 MJ-12 i tse l f  i s  referred to 
onl y  as ' i nformat i on acqui red 
from an i ntel l i gence source i n  
1985 . .  . '  H i s  descr i pt i on of the 
subsequent l y  surfac i ng MJ-12 
papers i s  apparent l y  i n  error 
here, as he refers to 'a n i ne-
page document dated 18 
September 1947 . . .  s i gned by . . .  
Truman ' . As we have seen, the 
br i ef i ng paper i tse l f  was dated 
November 1952; on l y  the exec­
ut i ve order supposed l y  s i gned by 
Truman ( ' Attachment A ' )  dated 
from September and even then 
Good has h i s  dates m i xed up; the 
actua l cqpy reproduced i n  ATS 
(page 5'+/) carr i es a date of 
September 24 . 

Two pages l ater Good notes :  ' My 
enqui r i es i nto the authent i c i tu 
of the Majest i c  12 document 
dur i ng a research tr i p  to the 
Un i ted States i n  1986 have l ed 
me to be l i eve that the group d i d  
i ndeed ex i st .  and the document 
seems authent ic enough. Unfort­
unately,  a l l the members are now 
deceased, and my quest i ons 
adaressed to a former d i rector 
of the Cl/\ , as we l l as two ex-
Pres i dents, remai n  unanswered . 
whi ch i s  hardly surpr i s i ng . ' 
E l sewhere, MJ- 12 i s  rout i ne l l....l 
referenced as an estab l i shea 
bona f i de fact by Good, w i th 
nary a g l ance over h i s  shoul der . 
Back on page 250 and aga i n  on 
page 540 , Good sous cop i es of 
the actual documents were onbJ 
made ava i I ab l e  to h i m  in 198T. 
Then how d i d  he enqui re i nto the 
authent i c i ty of the ' Majest i c  12 
document · dur i ng h i s  1986 
research tr i p  to the Uni ted 
States? The onl y  answer i s  that 
he was enqui r ing i nto a chimera 
of MJ-12 i n i t i a l l y ,  i .e .  word of 
the agency' s ex i stence from an 
unnaned source. 

IJi 11 i am Moore, who f i rst rel eased 
the same MJ-12 documents to the 
press in the States, has more to 
soy about their  or i g i ns,  but not 
much. In h i s  own press rel ease, 
dated 29 May 1987, Moore wr i tes 
that ' the accompanying document 
arr i ved i n  the mai l  i n  a p l a i n  
brown wrapper at the res i dence 
of Jai me Shandera i n  December , 
1984' . ( ' P l a i n  brown wrapper '  i n  
this cot.ntry i s  a standcrd, 
stand-up com i c  reference to X­
rated, or adu l t ,  mater i a l . Does 
this make MJ-12 the f irst 
conf i rmed exampl e  of UFO 
pornography?) Good g ives · us no 
c l ue  as to the form in wh i ch he 
f i rst recei ved h i s  MJ-12 mater i a l ; 
Moore tel l s  us i t  came to 
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Shandera as a ro l l of 
undeve l oped fi  I m.  a surpr i s i ng 
med ium that (c l ever l u?) l eaves a 
l ot to be des i red ' i n  terms of 
effect i ve l u  estab l i sh i ng the 
authent i c it� of i ts contents. 

Shandera. it shoul d  be po i nted 
out was hard l u  a househo l d  name 
i n  Amer i can ufo l oau unt i I Moore's  
press rel ease and · h i s  subsequ�t 
v i s i b i  I i tu at the MUFON sumpos t um 
hel d  af the Amer i can Uni vers i tu 
i n  \tlash i naton. DC. i n  June 1987. 
Moor e ' s  turai d  press announce­
ment sous -on l u  that i n  1982. 
after he ' had worked more than a 
uear and a hal f  on h i s  own. the 
three (Moore.  Shandera and 
Fr i edman) teamed up on a 
research pro, iect that wou l d  take 
them further i nto the stranae 
wor l d  of aovernment i nvo l vement 
w i th Uni dent i f i ed F l u i na Ob iects 
than anuone in the c i v i l  i on "f i e l d  
i s  known to have ever aone 
before' . 

Moore and Fr i edman are both 
we l l -known UFO i nvest i aators.  
frequent l u  befor e the pub ! ic  at 
! orae. It remai ns a m i nor 
musteru. then. whu the unexposed 
ro l l of f i l m  w ilh the MJ- 12 
document and Attachment A .  
apparent l u exac t l u  the same 
mater i a l  ·that Good recei ved ( i n 
person?) an ocean awau, was 
ma i l ed to Shandera .  Issues and 
or i a i ns wer e further camp i i cated 
whe-n Moore e t  al . .  presumab i �.:J  
tru i na t o  f l ush out i nformat i on 
bu· �a sort of t i me-r e l ease 
capsu l e  approach, ma i l ed out 
var i ous cop i es of the MJ - 12 
paper w i th the i r  own s i mu l ated 
b l ackouts! D id Good rec e i ve one 
of these 'censored' cop i es v i a 
Moore or an i ntermedi arLf? S i nc e  
our UFO s l euths have fou l ed the 
we l l from whi ch we al l dr i nk .  we 
mau never be ab l e  to stra i Ghten 
thfs one out un l ess the docCrnent 
is conf i rmed by a who l l �  i n­
dependent thi rd source. At thi s  
po i nt i t  i s  a l most superf l uous t o  
compare Good' s  versi on w i th 
Moore ' s ,  unl ess the pr i nc i pa l s  are 
w i  1 1  i ng to prov i de a more 
accurate and detai l ed chrono l o� 
of Maji c  events .  

/\s i f  thi ngs were not camp i i cated 
enouah as it is ,  in pr inted 
comments on /\TS -Jenny Randl es 
refers (Northern UFO News No. 
126 , Jul y-August 1987 , page 3) 
crypt i cal ly to hav i ng been 
approached 'by someone offer i ng 
s i m i l ar (but actua l l y  more 
extensi ve) f i l es ' , whi l e  she was 
camp i lj ng th!= recent exc l �at i o,n 
mark-fi l ied The LFO Consp 1racy . 
But 'concerned . . .  that i t  m i ght be 
a "set up" [she] kept i t  out of 
the book, however dramat i c  i t  
was ' . 

Meanwhi l e. 
ev i dence 

the 'object i ve '  
ment i oned ear l i er  

f l oated t o  the surface.  .from no 
l ess an author i tat i ve source than 
Amer i ca ' s  own off i c e  of Nat i onal 
Archi ves . Moore had l earned that 
the NA was schedul i ng a per i od i c  
re l ease o f  f i l es t o  the pub! i c  
from the per i od i n  quest i on and 
asked to be not i f i ed when a date 
was conf i rmed. Reported l y, he and 
Shandera were there on ' open i nq 
day ' . After search i ng through 
f i l e  fol ders contai n i ng more than 
1800 documents , nature cal l ed .  
W' h i  l e  Moore was i n  the l oo 
(presumabl � they took shi fts) . 
Shandera t ound a s i ng l e  page of 
paper , adm i tted l y  unrel ated to 
anythi ng e l se i n  the fo l der , that 
has s i nce become known as ' the 
Cut l er memorandum' ,  after i ts 
· author ' , Robert Cut I er , Spec i a I 
Ass i stant to the Pres i dent 
(E i senhower).  

Dated 14 Ju l �  1954 , it  is 
addressed to - General  Nathan 
Tw i n i na ( ' MJ-4 ' )  and headed ' TOP 
SECRET RESTRICTED/SECURITY 
INFORMATION ' and ' SUBJECT : 
NSC/MJ-12 Spec i a l  Stud i es 
Pro. iect ' .  NSC refers to Nat i ona l 
Secur i tu Counc i I ,  the se l fsame 
group of i nner-c i rc l e  pres i dent i a l  
adv i sers that wou l d  l ater 
embarrass Rona l d  Reaaan. The 
text of the one-paraar6ph I et ter 
says essent i a l l y  -that ' the 
Pres i dent has dec i de that the 
MJ- 12 SSP br i ef i na shou l d  take 
p l ace during -the al ready 
schedul ed \Jh i te House meet i nq of 
Jul y  1 6 .  rather than fol l ow i ng i t  
as prev i ous l y  i ntended ' . The 
memorandum i s  seem i ng I y 
authent i cated by an off i c i a l  NA 
stamp i n  the l ower l eft corner 
(see be l ow) .  Even i f  the Cut l er 
memorandum i s  rea l  as found. i t  
st i 1 1  does not estab l i sh the 
i nd i sputab l e  va l i d i ty of Mcj i c  as 
a top secr et UFO commi ttee ,  on l y  
that a Spec i a l  Studi es Project 
MJ- 12 d i d  i ndeed ex i st .  From the 
memorandum i tse l f .  MJ-12 cou l d  
just a s  eas i I y have concerned 

i , 
fromn ! 

THE NAT1C nAL .�RCH\VES \ 

the H-bomb or 
' mundane ' subject . 

any other 

As w i th the precedi ng papers,  
however , arauments as to i ts 
vat i d i ty have- focused pr i mar i l y on 
wordi ng, watermarks . type-sty l e,  
pr i nt co l our and s im i  I or m i nut i ae 
of ho l ograph i c  sc i ence.  K l ass 
found that Cut I er was on a tour 
of European m i  I i tary bases dur i ng 
the d i sputed t i me per i od when he 
was supposed to have s i gned the 
memorandum. Moore counters that 
h i s  assi stants were l eft i n  
charge .  per norma l operat i ng 
procedure.  w i th orders to c l ear 
h i s ' out · basket : s i an i na Cut l er ' s  
name t o  the document i n  quest i on 
i n  no wau i nva l i dates i ts 
authent i c i tu. �and so on. one s i de 
scor i ng a m i nor po i nt .  the other 
rete! i at i ng w i th an equa l l y  m i nor 
v i ctory. 

1\s a resu l t  of ongo1 ng_ J:?ub l i c i ty.  
so many Freedom ot  Int ormat i on 
Act requests regarding MJ- 12 
have poured i nto the 1\rchi ves 
that the aaencu f e l t  compe l l ed to 
i ssue an unprecedentea report on 
the sub_ject .  den� i ng.  of course . 
anu know 1 edae or same . or the 
possess i on - or' any add i t  i ono 1 
documents.  

Meanwh i l e .  the or i a i ns of the MJ -
12 mater i a l  s l i p  s : ow l l..l i nto the 
obscur i tu or' h 1 storu. - \rJh i r e  tr.e 
hounds g i ve hunt i n- one di rect­
i on.  the fox i s  back i n  tne 
manor . tumb l i na the master · s 
m i stress i n  h i s - own bed. Let the 
ho l ograph i c  chase proceed apace. 
But in paral l e l l et ' s  have a 
detai l ed and chrono l oa i ca l  
account of the documents ' or fa i ns 
from the pr i nc i pa l s  i nvo l ved- i n  
mak i ng them pub I i c .  

At the moment the audi ence i s  
concentrat i ng on the performance 
i tse l f .  But beh i nd every Maj i c  
act of note I i es a master 
magi c i an .  • • •  

. · ·i � -�· · ; =��·�ec� r:ij � �  
Rcco.  · ... . .:..-�:.-. -· - _ _ . � iorc :l 
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C A T HARS 
AND 

T EMPLAR S 
« »  

Roger Sandell 

So�thwest France in the 12th century was an area marked by a 
un1 que cul ture. It had f i rst been c i v i  I i sed by Greek sett l ers. i t  had 
escaped the worst of the barbar i an  i nvasi ons. 1\s a resu l t i t  had 
p�eserve� cont i_nu i t i �s w i th Roman c i v i  I i zat i on and i t  was a nei ghbour 
or Is l am 1 c  Spa tn .  It. was a l so en area -where the re i  i g i on of the 
Cathars. regarded by the Church as a d i abo l i c  heresy, had been 
embraced by much of the popu l at i on.  1\s is often the case, Cathar 
theo logy may have been l ess i mportant to many of i ts adherents than 
the_ <:JSsert_i on of a d ist i nct i ve nat i ona l i dent i ty by the adopt i on of a 
r� l t g 1 on dt fferent from that of their  ne i ghbours. part i cu l ar ly the 
k mgs of F ranee. 

Cathar ism was one of a ser i es of 
heresi ses that had surfaced 
since the ear l y  years of the 
Church that preached that the 
war I d  was the er eat ion of an ev i I 
demiurge not the true God. 
Sal vat ion consisted of transcend­
ing the f l esh and bei ng reuni ted 
w i th God. rather than a future 
resurrect i on of the bodu that 
the Church l ooked forward 1o. 

This comb i nat i on of heresy and 
nat i onal consc i ousness exc i ted 
the host i I i ty of French k ings and 
the Papacy, and by the be_ginni ng 
of the 13th century the Cathars 
were depi cted as i do l aters and 
part i c i pants in orgi es. In 1209 a 
crusade was I aunched agai nst 
them, that proved to be the 
beginn ing of forty years of 
sporadi c  warfare that brought 
about the end of the CathOrs 
and the d ist i nct ive cul ture i n  
whi ch they f lour ished. 

1\s is so often the case, a l ost 
cause exercised a f asc i not i on for 
subs�uent generat ions. After 
the Reformat i on,  some Protestant 
wr i ters saw the Cathars as 
martyrs and precursors of the 
Ref or mat i on for their  oppos i t i on 

to Rome, a l though their  be l i efs 
had no more in common w i th the 
Protestant churches than the 
Cathol ic  church. After the French 
Revol ut i on and amid the pal i t ica l  
d iv is ions of 19th century France 
th� Cat hors were redi scovered by 
wr 1 ters who saw them as ! i oneers 
of ant i -c l er i ca l i sm  an ant i­
monarchism. 

Those most keen to redi scover 
the Cathars were i nvo l ved in the 
exp losion of i nterest in occu l t ism 
that began i n  France i n  the 19th 
century. In the hands of these 
wr i ters the Cathars were . trans­
muted from Chr ist i an  heret i cs to 
occul t  masters, Clld their traces 
were found i n  unl i ke l y  locat i ons. 
The tarot pack, whi ch exi sted 
from the Mi dd l e  Ages s imp l y  as a 
dev i ce for game�raying became a 
reposi tory of the Cathar secret 
w isdom. The archi tecture of 
Southern French cast l es was 
studied for proof that they were 
real l y  Cathcr temples. 

The f i rst part of The Treasure 
of 11ontsegur i s  devoted to en 
examinat i on of the growth of the 
Cathar myth and the cal l ect ion of 
occul t i sts and eccentr i c  scho l ars 

who fostered it from the 19th 
century to the 193 0 ' s. The story 
to l d  has m� �al l e l s  w i th the 

��?�;i� 0:hlc� e aP�� id  se��� i� 
I im i ted number of h istor i ca l  facts 
about a defeated cul ture and 
interpreted them in nat i ona l i st .  
romant i c  or occu l t i sts ways. 

1\t the heart of the Cathar myth 
l ay the tal e  of a myster i ous  
treasure, sai d  t o  have been 
sp i r i ted away from the ir  strong­
hol d  at Montsegur before i t  fel l . 
Occu l t i sts searched for i t  i n  
caves, and var i ously  be l i eved i t  
t o  b e  the Holy Grai I or a l ost 
Gospe l . This  aspect of the story 
has m� paral l e l s  w ith other 
hunts for myster i ous treasures 
by occu l t ists and fr inge 
theor i sts ( i t  is cur i ous hOw 
those who c l ai m  to be Cllt i ­
materia l  i st seem to b e  so keen 
on val i dat i ng the i r  bel i efs by 
d iscover ing mater i al objects) . The 
search for a var i ety of myster­
i ous objects by AndY Col i  i ns ood 
h is  assoc i ates i s  a contemporary 
exampl e ,  and such quests are 
favour i te themes of pop occu l t­
ism, from Dungeons and Dra.Q<Jf!s­
type games to Raiders or the 
Lost !Irk ( i ndeed one 1 930 ' s  
searcher f or  t he  treasure of 
Montsegur , Otto Rahn. occu l t i st .  
mOU1tai neer and 55 off i cer ,  seems 
strai ght out of that f i  I m). 

R.  A. G i l bert descr i bes al l of 
thi s  in i nterest ing detai I and in 
the end he touches on more 
recent i ncarnat i ons  of the 
Cathar myth, 1\rthlr Gui rdham the 
Bath · psychi atr ist who has made 
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the surpr i s i ng di scovery that the 
prol ems of most of h i s  pat i ents 
seem to stem from bei ng 
rei ncarnated Cathars, and the 
appearance of the Cathars i n  The 
Holy Blood and the Holy 6rail. I 
would have been i nterested to 
see more on thi s  part of the 
story s i nce in a tal k  he recent l y  
gave, G i l bert conv i nc i ng l y  
demo I i shed part of the underpin­
ning of that book. show i ng that 
the a l l �ed myster i ous aecor­
at i ons of the church at Rennes­
l a-Chateau are i n  fact i n  keepi ng 
w i th church furni sh i ngs of the 
per i od, and the · cost of i ts 
bui l di ng was rai sed by l ocal 
churchQoers, not some myster i ous 
occu l t  'brotherhood. 

The second hal f  of the book i s  
devoted t o  an exam i nat i on of the 
roots of Cathar i sm,  see i !J9  i t  as 
part of an a l ternat i ve Chr i st i an  
trad i t i on goi ng back to New 
Testament t i mes. W i thout detai l ed 
know I edge of ear I y Chr i st i an 
h i story i t  is d i f f i cu l t  t o  comment 
on thi s sec t i on i n  detai I .  
However , h i s  conc l us i on,  that the 
treasure of Montsegt.r was i n  
fact the escape of suff i c i ent 
Cathars from the strongho l d  to 
mai nta i n  the transm i ssi on of the 
doctr ine to future generat i ons 
is ,  whether or not h i stor i cal l y  
correc t .  i n  I i ne w i th the arch­
bJpe of the treasure whi ch I OidS 
undetected because i t i s  of a 
qui te di fferent nature to what 
the treasure seekers assume.  

A l so w i th strong myth ic  and 
archetypal overtones i s  the 
ep i l ogue by the book' s  co-author 
\/a l t er B i rks, who desc r i bed how 
he became i nvo l ved i n  the 1930 ' s  
Cathar rev i val . and after 
becomi ng d i s i l l usi oned w i th others 
invo l ved, served i n  the M i dd l e  
East i n  'Jor l d  'Jar II. Here he 
di scovered the Syr i an  Mus l i m  sect 
of the Nosa i r i  who preserve 
tradi t i ons very s im i l ar to the 
Cathars, and who un l ike other 
c l a i mants to Cathar wi sdom do 
have a genu i ne cont i nu i ty of 
doctr ine to the M idd l e  Ages. Here 
agai n .  whether or not there i s  
anythi ng i n  the suggest i on that 
these i deas may have been 
i mported to France � returni ng 
crusaders, thi s  acount resembl es 
the recurr i ng myth of the pi I gr i m  
search i ng i n  vain  for w isdom or 
en I i ghtenment only to stub l e  over 
i t  by acc ident . 

Hal f  a century after the 
crushi ng of the Cathars, French 
k i ngs  and Popes saw the i r  
authori ty bei ng chal l enged from 
another source, the Kni ghts 
Temp l ar .  The story of the Kni ghts 
is to Id in Edward Burman · s stUdy. 
They had or i g i na l l y  been formed 
as a crusadi ng order to protect 
p i l gr i ms to the Hol y  P l ac es, but 
w i th the l oss of the Ho l y  Land 

returned to Europe . Here they 
became a mi I i tary e l i te w i th no 
c l ear funct i on and nor useful l­
ness to anyone but i ts own 
members. and as such a potent i a l  
source of troub l e .  The i r  m i  I i tary 
f?Ower was comp I i mented by 
f i nanc i a l  power s i nce they acted 
as bankers and rece i ved bequests 
from the wea l thy. 

It was hardl y  surpr 1 s 1 ng that 
they made enemi es.  'Jhen the 
French k i ng and the Pope moved 
to supress them i n  1314 the 
reasons gi ven were the same as 
those c i ted for the persecut i on 
of the Cathars: accusat i ons of 
bei ng i do I worshi pper and 
engaging in satani c  orgi es.  The 
ev idence for these charges were 
confessi ons that were contra­
di ctory,  extracted under torture 
and in many cases repudi ated 
l ater by those who had made 
them. f\s a resul t the Templ ars 
were executed en masse but as 
w i th the Cathars, the i r  execut ion 
proved to be the beg inni ng of a 
l egend that has persi sted to the 
present day. · 
Peter Partner 's book i s  large l y  
concerned w i th that l egend, the 
deve l opment of wh i ch is rather 
d i fferent from that of the 
Cathars. 'Jh i le the auster i ty and 
sai nt I i ness of many of the Cathar 
c l erau enab l ed them t.n be c l a i rned 
as torerunners by l ater rei i g i ous 
reformers , the wea l thy, ar i sto­
crat i c  and war l ike Temp l ars were 
hard l y  prom i s i ng i n  thi s respect . 

However . i t  was just those 
aspects of the Temp lars that 
af?peal ed to another audi ence.  In 
18th century Europe the trad­
i t i ona l ar i stocracy was be ing 
rep l aced by new e l  i tes drawn 
from the merchant c l ass.  
Monarchs created new orders of 
chi va l ry to l egi t i m i se these new 
e l  ites and cement the i r  l oya l ty,  
whi l e  Freemasonry cast an a i r  of 
mystery and tradi t i on over the 
new el i tes' i ncreased di stance 
from Chr i st i ani ty , and the i r  
fondness for c l ubs and s im i l ar 
i nst i tut i ons . In these c i rcum­
stances the Temp l ars were 
redi scovered and thei r  or i g i ns in  
the Ho l y  Land were seen as proof 
that they had preserved the i r  
secret trad i t i ons from b i b  I ica l  
t imes. After the i r  destruct i on 
these trad i t i ons had been 
mai nta i ned by gui l ds and other 
secret soc i et i es ,  wh i ch had 
transm i tted them to the Masons . 

'J i th the react ion aga i nst the 
i dea of the enl i qhtenment 
fo l l ow i ng the French Revo l ut i on 
and the Napo l eoni c  'Jars a new 
stage was added to the Temp I or 
l egend. Some c l er i ca l  wr i ters took 
ser i ous l y  the c l a i ms of Temp l ar 
or i g i ns made by Masoni c  and 
quas i -mason i c  groups , and 
proc l a i med secu l ar i sm and rod� 
i ca l  i sm as the l atest fru i ts of 
the d i abo l i c  Temp l ars. who m 
turn were seen as par t of an 
unbroken I i ne of satan i c 
opponents of Chr i t i an i ty 
embrac i ng the Cathars and ear l i er 



l';)eret ics.  Some Radi ca l s  took up 
thi s  argument but reversed i t  so 
the Temp l ars became precursors 
of ant i -c l er i cal and democrat i c  
i deas. The French occul t  rev i va l  
saw yet more i nterest i n  the 
Temp l ars ,  and A l e i ster Crow l ey ' s  
many secret soc i et i es i nc l uded a 
Temp I ar Order . 

The myth can be traced onward 
into the 20th century. Nesta H. 
\v'ebster , whose 192 0 ' s  works World 
Revolution; the plot against 
civil ization, and Secret SoCieties 
and Subversive Novements are key 
texts i n  the devel opment of the 
modern u l tra-r i ght , rev i ved the 
idea of the cont i nu i ty between 
Cathars, temp l ars ana modern 
revo l ut i onar i es ,  a l though thi s  
idea seems t o  have had l i tt l e  
inf l uence on the r i ght-w i ng 
groups that st i 11 d i tr i bute her 
wr i t i ngs i n  Br i ta i n  and Amer i ca .  
(A l though the Temp l ars d o  put i n  
an appearance i n  the demented 
and constant l y  shi ft i ng consp i r­
acy theor i es of the u I tra-r i ght 
w i i}Q  Amer i can mi 11 i ona i re Lyndon 
LaRouche. )  By contrast the 
cur i ous French cu l t  of Synarchy 
whi ch f l our i shed between tne wars 
and had some inf l uence on the 
V i chy reg i me saw the Temp l ars as 
an i dea l i sed theocrat i c  e l i te i n  
whose steps they hoped to 
fo l l ow. 

The myth' s  i nf luence has not 
been conf i ned to po l i t i cs :  T .  S .  
E l i ot ' s  The Waste Land was part l y  
i nspi red by From Ritual to 
Romance, by Jess i e  \v'eston, a 
book offer ing a h i gh l y  dubi ous 
interpretat i on of tne Gra i  I 
l egend and Temp l at trad i t i ons. 
Br i t i sh earth-myster i es research­
ers _probe the al l eged �ymbol i sm 
of Temp l ar churches, The Holy 
Blood and the Holy 6rai / has 
taken the Temp I ars i nto the 
best-se l l er I i sts , and most 
recent l y  a study of the Shroud 
of Tur i n  has c l a i med i t  to be the 
myster i ous i do l  the Temp l ars were 
accused of worsh i pp i ng.  The 
l egends are st i 11 very much a l i ve.  

G ILBERT, R , A, and  Wai ter B IRKS , The 
Treasure of Hontsegur, Cruc i b le, 1 987, 
£6 , 99 

BURMAN, Edt.fard , The Templars, Knights of 
6od, Cruc ib le, 1 986, £6, 99 

PARTNER, Peter, The /'lurdered /'lagicians,' 
the Templars and their 1yth, Cruc i b le, 
1 987, £6 , 99 

Cruc ible  is a new paperback iap r int  f roa 
Thorsons, It cer ta i n l y  deserves to 
suc ceed if it can c on t i nue to pub l ish 
books by wr i ters who can treat sub j ects 
so obscured by dub ious c la i11s w i th 
scep t i c i sa and scho larsh i p  lfh i le at the 
same t i me rema i n i ng sens i t i ve to thei r  
appea l and the i r  real p l ace i n  the 
h 1 story of ideas , R , S, 

PLEBEAN SP I R I T S  

I n  h 1 s  r ev 1 ew o f  Incleoenden t 
Soi ri t s :  Spiri tua l i sm and the 
tnglis/1 Plebeans 1850- 1910, Roge r 
Sande l l  i s  1 n  e r r o r  1 n  say 1 ng G .J 
Ho l yoak e was t r 1 e d  f o r b l as phemy i n  
1 840 . He was 1 n  t a c t  a r r es ted o n  
J u n e  3 , I 8 4 2 an •:J c ha r •J e •j w 1 t h 
b l asphemy on tne baS l S  o f  an add r es s  
he gave 1 n  Che l tenham o n  Ma r c h  24 o f  
t h a t  yea r , dun n•J the  c ou r s e  o f  
wh i c h he sugaes ted- the de l t y be p u t  
on  ha l f  pay . -F o r  th 1 s  ' c n me· · he was 
senten c ea t o  s 1 x  m o n ths  
1 mp n sonmen t . 

Whether  the Ho l yoak e t r 1 a l  
c ons t 1 tu ted a cause cel�bre 1 s  
deba tab l e , thougn n o  doub t 1 t s 
v 1 c t 1 m  thought  so , f o r  s o o n  a f t e r  
r e l ease f r om p r 1 so n  h e  p r odu c ed a 
book  on 1 t \Il l  th the  m 1 s l eaa 1 na 
t 1 t l e ,  Tl7e Las t in a i  by Jury for 
f U/'JeJ sm. He had n o t  been t n ed f o r 
a the 1 s m  but  f o r b l as pnemv . No \ll as 
h l s  t n a l  the l as t , a s  w 1 th 1 n  week s 
o f  h 1 s  ve r d 1 c t  T homas  P a t t e r s o n  was 
a l s o  c ha r ged w 1 th b l asphemy h 1 s  
t n a l  be 1 ng o n  .Janua r y  27 , 1 843 . t e n  
d a y s  be f o r e  Ho l voak e was r e l e�sed . 
P a t te r s o n  was f 6und gu 1 l ty and on  
r e f us 1 ng to pay a f i ne  was s e n t  to  
p r 1 son  for  a mon t h , He  was aga 1 n  
c h a r ged w 1 th the s a m e  o f f en c e  on 
November 8 1n Ed l n bu r gh , t h l s  t i me 
r e c e 1 v 1 na the v 1 nd 1 C t 1 ve sen t en c e  o f  
f i f teen months  f e l on ' s  t r ea t m e n t  l n  
P e r th p n s o n , 

The r e  have been , and a r e , many 
s p 1 r 1 tua l 1 s t s

d 
though some do n o t  

l i k e  th i s  e s c n p t 1 ve te r m ,  who 
apa r t  f r om hav 1 ng a be l i e f  i n  
su r v i va l  a r e  a the 1 s t s  and f r ee­
t h i nk e r s , and the r e  was even a 
sho r t- l l ved Aus t r a l i an s p 1 r 1 tua l i s t  
and f ree though t week 1 y ,  Spiri tua l  
Enquirer, pu5 l i shed a �.  Sandhur s t ,  
V i c tor i a , f r om 1 874 t o  1 875 , 
The f r eethought e l ement i n  
s p i r i tua l i sm  c on t i nues , and one of  
the l a tes t wo r k s  I have me t w 1 th 
r ep r esen t i ng t h i s  s i de o f  i t  i s  Son 
Jesus and Big Fa ther , by A l ex 
G a r dn e r  ( New H o r i zon , 1 984 ) ,  wh i c h 
has a l l  the c ha r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  the 
hard h i t t i ng b i b l i c a l  c r i t 1 c i s m  
a s so c i a ted w i th f r ee though t , b u t  
w r 1 tten i n  a f a r  mo r e  hum o r ous ve i n  
than most  s u c h  m a t e r 1 a l , 

You r s  f a 1 th f u l l y  
R W Mo r r e l l ,  No t t i ngham 
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CAMPBELL • s  SOUP 

I was p l ease t •j r ead in /'lag,,;mia 2l 
that � t eua r t  Campbe l l  has  f i na l l y 
( a f te r  seve r a l  a t tempts ) ' so l ved the 
UFO p r ob l em ' , 

N a tu r a l l y  we u f •j l Og l s ts a l l  owe M r  
Campbe l l  a g r e a t  deb t f o r  s a v i ng u s  
f r om t h e  t 1 me and  t r ou b l e  o f  
i nves t i ga t 1 ng m 1 r ages wh 1 c h s how up 
•jn r ada r s c r eens , s ta l l  c a r  eng 1 nes 
and f o r c e  w 1 tnesses t o  be l 1 eve they 
have been ' abdu c t -ed ' ,  Howeve r , I 
r ea l l y  mus t t a k e  Mr Campbe l l  t o  task  
o v e r  h 1 s  c l a i m  tha t the 
Low the r v l l l e ,  I s l e  of W 1ght  UFO < 1 9 
Ma y 1 985 ) was a m 1 r age of the p l an e t  
Sa  t u r n , As M r  Campbe 1 1  k nows , th 1 s 
c anno t be a p l aus 1 b l e  exp l ana t 1 on 
f o r the r e po r t  b e c ause the o b J e c t :  

a J  was o b s e r ved dur 1 ng 
c om p l e te l y  ove r c as t  wea the r 
c on •:J l  t 1 on s  ( a c c o r d l ng to c oas t ·�ua r d  
r e c o r ds and t h e  w 1 t ne s s es own 
tes t i mony ) ;  

b )  was o b s e r ved a ·�a 1 ns t  
b a c k g r ound f ea tu r es ( houses , t r ee s , 
e t c . J ;  

c )  m oved t h r ouah a 1 80° 1 1  ne 
•j f s 1 gh t , d l s�ppe a n-ng Dei7Jnd the 
w i tness  over a t en c e ; and 

d J  ma•:Je a ' sw 1 sh 1 ng ' no 1 s e  as 
1t p a s s ed by the w 1 tness , 

I \ll ou l d  be mo r e  1 rnp r esse •:J 111 1 th M r  
Campbe l l ' s  over -enthus i as t i c  c l a 1 m  
had h e  n o t  w r 1 t t e n  t o  m e  be fore 
r ead 1 ng my f u l l c a se r epo r t  t o  
BIJFORA i n f o r m 1 ng me t h a t  1 t  w a s  a 
s 1 mp l e  m i S l de n t l f l c a t l on o f  the s ta r  
A n t a r es . 

Y o u r s  s 1 n c e r e l y  

Pau l Fu l l e r , Romsey , H a n t s . 

Steua r t Campbel 1 replies : 

S a r c asm  i s  i nsu l t i ng ;  I d 1 d  n o t  
c l a i m  t h a t  m n ages " show up o n  
r a•:Ja r ,  s ta l l  c a r eng 1 nes , , , " e t c . 
Regar d i ng Lowthe r v 1 l l e I p r oposed an 
exp l ana t 1 on f o r  a r epo r t ,  
i nv es t i g a t i on o f  wh i c h  i s  ha r d l y  
c omp l e te , Fu l l er  made n o  d e t a i l ed 
s tudy of  the w 1 tnesses movements and 
l o c a t i on a t  var i ous p o 1 n t s  dur 1 ng 
the i nc 1 den t , he p r o v 1 ded no 
d e ta 1 l ed p l an , no pho t o g r aphs and no 
weather  c ha r t  ( i n the pub l i shed 
r e po r t  wh i c h I have s e en ) , H i s  
assessment  was  that the ob J e c t  was a 
RVP ( r emote l y  p i l o ted veh i c l e ] , b u t  
he p r ov i de s  no d i r e c t ev 1 de n c e i n  
f avour  o f  t h i s  hypo thes i s , A b o v e  a l l  
F u l l e r  i gno r e d  the go l den r u l e  
< c l ause 7 , A ( 4 )  i n  BOFORA ' s  own 
inves t i ga t i on manua l > ;  he took the 
repo r t  at f ac e  v a l ue ! It is no t 
c er ta i n  that  Fu l l e r ' s  c l a i ms  < a  - d )  
a r e  c o r r ec t ,  and I suspe c t  t h a t  they 
a r e  no t ,  

S teuar t  Campbe l l ,  
Ed i nbu r gh , 
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exper i ences i nto a smooth 
narrat i ve, the fragmented and 
d i sjoi nted qual i ty of such 
exper i ences cannot be di sgui sed. 

Even before h is  ' abduct i on '  
Stre i ber ' s  l i fe fol lowed the 
c l ass i c  confused pattern we have 
seen i n  a hundred other abduct­
i on and contact cases. He seems 
a rest l ess ch�acter . movi ng 
!Jouse on a wh1 m .  or roam i ng 
turope in a dream- t i ke state. 
There are a number of chi l dhood 
inc i dents, fragmentar i l y  remem­
be�ed and e l l ipt i cal l y  descr i bed, 
wh 1 ch raise ser i ous and d i sturb­
ing _  qu�t i ons as to the psycho­
I C?g l cal  1mp_etus beh i nd aspects of 
h 1 s  abduct i on exper i ence.  

Unusual ly. Strei ber fe
.
e l s that h is 

�r i nc i pal ' contact '  was fema l e .  
Th i s ent i ty subjects h i m  to a 
form of mechan i sed ana l rape. No 
doubt thi s  account w i 1 1  cause a 
great deal of h i l ar i ty amongst 
some, and a vast amount of 
pseudo-F reudi an backyard �sucho­
ana l ys is  amongst others. Perhaps 
the best comment on i t  comes 
from . our Amer i can correspondent,  
Mart i n  Kottmeyer , wr i t i ng i n  J i m  
Mose I ey ' s Saucer Smear : "How 
cou l d  [one] fai  I to apprec i ate 
the undercurrents of power l ess­
ness . in Strei ber 's wr i t i ngs. and 
how 1 t  shaped the narrat i ve .  e . g. 
i n  the pseudo-homosexua I rape . "  

Strei ber is  the ul t i mate v i ct i m :  
mov i_ng t o  a new ne i ghbourhood. 
he t :=;  harrassed by w i erd f i gures 
pour t ng through the w i ndows of 
h i s apartment . the streets r i ng 
w i th eer i e  cr i es the scene 
i ncreasi ngJy resembl es a Char l es 
Bronson 'lJeath 'J i sh '  urban n i qht­
mare.  Strei ber 's I i fe and f i ct i on 
seems total ly  concerned w i th a 
var � ety of con�emporary fears -
soc 1 a l  and env i ronmental - wh i ch 
i r:cr�as i ngl y portray humani ty as 
v 1 cb ms  of greater and more 
s i n i ster forces. H i s  v i s i tors seem 
�t once to embody these forces , 
1n the way they dehumani se the 
abduct�e. and 1n some strange 
way ot fer a reso lut i on to h i s  
terror . 

�e becomes annoyed w i th i nvest­
Igators who do not accept h i s  
own i nterpretat i on o f  h i s  exper i ­
ences: ' 'I am i ncreas i ng l y  
becomi ng certain that there are 
l arge e lements of the UFO com­
muni ty who cannot successful ! � 
address the i ssue of abduct i ons' . 
Recent ly he has very forc i b l y  
announced h i s  total disenchant­
ment w i th the ufo l og ica l  
communi �y. H e  has set up a net­
work ot abductees who d i scuss 
the i r  exper i ences and counsel 
each other , and whi ch seems to 
be operat i ng al most as an ab-
9uctees ' trade un i on, protect i ng 
1 ts .. members from i nvest i gators 
who would probabl y  swi m  i n  l ike 

sharks. feedi ng on [them]' ' .  
Obv i ous l y, once such a network 
has b�en set up we are mov i ng 
out ot the area of sc i ent i f i c  
i nvest i gat i on.  and i nto aspects 
of group ps!:Jchotherap!:J. No ob­
ject i ve ' ufo l og i cal ' research i nto 
the abduc t i on phenomena can take 
p l ace under such c i rcumstances.  �e . shoul d  perhaps cons i der 
t urther whether thi s  i s  or i s  not 
a bad thi ng 

Bud Hopk i ns takes a d i rect v i ew 
of the abduct i on exper i ence .  Here 
there i s  none of the phi I osoph­
i cc:tl  se l f-dou�t . nor any of the 
pat nful se t t  exam i nat i on of 
Strei ber 's account . Here the 
abduct i ons are the work of ET 's 
i n  . nuts-ar.c:f-bo I ts spaceshi ps 
wh t <?h land 1 n  back-gardens i n  
Indt ana and do unspeakab I e thi ngs 
to the local s. 

According to Hopki ns ,  the ETs 
are engaged i n  a programme of 
genet i c  exper i mentat i on and 
I nterbreedi ng w i th humanki nd.  The 
techni ques used seem c l oser to 
art i f i c i a l  i nsemi nat i on i n  the 
farmyard than what we may 
i magi ne of an advanced extrater:... 
restr i al race.  Thi s  extreme i !:J  
unp I easant process seems t o  have 
happened to many thousands, 
perhaps hundreds of thousands, 
of women throughout Amer i ca, 
al though most apparent l y  do not 
yet rea l i se i t .  By c o i nc i dence 
most of those who do know what 
has happened to them are fr i ends 
of fr i ends of Mr Hopk i ns,  or have 
read h is  previ ous book. However , 
the cases we know about are 
apparent l y  onl y  the t ip o f  the 
proverbi al i ceberg. 

If my apf?roach to Hopkin's book 
':f'O'd �eem f I i ppant , such � I  i ppancy 
IS a1 med at the author s nai ve 
appr�ach. There . i s  certai n l y  
noth1 ng to be f l i ppant about i n  
the traumat i c  exper i ences that 
many women do seem genu i ne I y to 

have undergone (or rather recal l 
under h�not i c  regressi on) . It 
seems that most of the cases 
whi ch have come Hopk i ns '  way 
have been peopl e  respondi ng to 
h i s  ear l i er book, Hissing Time , 
or to numerous rad i o  and TV 
broadcasts 

A l ong w i th Strei ber ' s  best se l l i ng 
book, and the i ntroduc t i on ot 
abduct i on themes i nto popul ar 
soap-operas, we may reasonab i !:J  
assume that there are very few 
peop l e  in the US who are not now 
aware .  i n  broad out l i ne at l east , 
of the form of the abduct i on 
exper i ence, and know the correct 
responses to make under hypno­
sis .  No wonder we seem to have 
an Amer i can abduct i on ep i dem i c .  

In tak i ng the h!:Jpnot i c narrat i ves 
so I i teral ly,  and i n  seek i ng out 
ever more abductees, Hopk i ns i s  
headi ng rap id ly  al ong a dangerous 
road. It now seems a l most certai n  
that anybo�. part i cul ar i !:J  a 
woman . has had some puzz I i ng . 
anoma l ous exper i ence at some 
stage i n  her l i fe, and who under­
goes hypnot i c  regressi on to f ind 
the cause of i t ,  i s  goi ng to come 
up w i th a story i nvo l v i ng 
art i f i c i a l insem i nat i on by at i en 
creatures. Can you i magi ne the 
l ong-term effect thi s may have? 

It i s  on ly recent l y  that the 
pub ! i c  !n general has become 
aware of the psychi c damaae 
caused by rape, whi ch i s  at l east 
an assaul t  b!:J another human 
bei ng: can anyone i mag i ne the 
trauma that must be caused bu 
the be I i ef that a rape had been 
performed by an at i en ,  i nhuman 
ent i ty; or the att i tude a woman 
who be I i eves she has undergone 
such an exper i ence may adopt to 
any chi l dren she sUbsequent l y  
bears? Yet thi s  i s  just what 
Hopk i ns i s  encouragi ng peop l e  to 
be l i eve! I f i nd i t  hard to i maai ne 
anythi ng more dangerous. 

� 
These books onl y  tend to conf i rm 
my susp i c i on that the t i me i s  
com i n� when ufolog i sts shoul d  get 
out ot the abduction busi ness. It 
i s  i ncreasi ngly c l ear that i t  has 
l i tt l e  to do w i th unknown 
phenomena, and everythi ng to do 
w i th wel l-known psycno l og i cal  
processes. 'Je are not trai ned 
ps�Jchotherapi sts. We have no 
r i ght to subject peop l e  to what 
i s  in effect mental rape. If 
ufol o�ists do not proceed very 
careful l y  w e  sha l l most certa i n l y 
deserve Streiber ' s  descr i pt i on of 
us as 'sharks' . • • • 
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