
NUMBER 29 APRIL 1988 

In Tb.Js Issue: 

A SOCIAL 
HISTORY OF LE¥ 

HI:JNrCENG 

ROGER SANDELL 

MARTIN KDTTMEYER 

EA�� THLIGHTS 
DEBA""J. ... E 

CLAUDE 11AU6E 
PAUL DEVEREUX 

.�.WAJES"J. ... ICAL 
M¥S"J. ... EJ.� Y 

""J. ... IJ I:J �� 

RALPH NDYES 

- ·· -

LETTERS 
• • • 

REVIEWS 
• • • 

NORTHERN 
ECHOES 

lirt and Landscape,· Paul Nasl7's Equiva l ents f or the Mega liths, (See page SJ 

MAGONIA EDITOR IN ALIEN BONKING HORROR! 

An in vi tat ion to talk on UFO 
abductions to 50 saucer buffs 
turned into a night of horror 
for Editor John R1mmer. 

Speaking at a BUFORA meeting 
in the plush UN-style lect':lre 
theatre of London •s prestlg­
ious Business School, deliglit 
turned to terror as Rimmer 
found himself confronted by an 
ace news-hound from David 
Sullivan •s notorious Sunday 
Sport. <Note to American 
readers: the Sunday Sport is a 
weekly which. maRes �he 
National Enqu1rer look .l1ke 
the Christian Science Xon1 tor, 
featuring text and pictures 
more usually associated with 
cellophane wrapped publicat­
ions on 42nd St .Y 

It is believed the reporter 
burst his way througli the 
tight security s.urr.ound1ng . the 
meeting by forc1ng money 1nto 
the BUFORA cash box. 

"I was trying to give a 
serious taik examining the 
psychodynamics of the aoduct­
lOn experience - I had to 
mention Budd Hopkins and the 
Tujunga Canyon case; I had no 
choice," an ashen-faced John 
Rimmer told .Magonia. 

I thought the aliens were 
breeding with us. I tried to 
explain the complex psycholog­
ical and socio fogica1 factors, 
but by then I could see the 
gleam in his eyes. 

"I wanted to lay a false trail 
and told him about the 
Raelians I thought their 
•sensual meditation• would be 
right up the Sport's street. I 
told h1m I was 35, so that 
when the story came out I 
could say 'Look, it's a load of 
rubbish, they've even got my 
age wrong •. But he wasn •t · 

listening. He told me he had 
got to go and interview a 
paedophile, then left while I 
was still reeling." 

Our Man in the Dark Glasses 
and Dirty Raincoat bought the 
following week's Sunday Sport 
to find this story: 

vBonk i ng beings f ro; outer space  have got 
their rove lines in a tang le , ShocKed 
UFO-spotte rs (Shock a B UFORA audience1 you must be joking - Ed,) have been, to la  
ho� amour ous a l i ens anxious to b reed with 
us a r e  gotng f or the WRONG targe ts, In  
one recently repo rted abduction sexy 
spac emen on the look -out f o r  nookie 
beamed up a lesbian by mistake, a c c ording 
to author and resea r che r  John Rim�er" 

"Of course, once I'd done that Oh, well, at least he did buy a 
all hell broke loose in the copy of Alien Abductions, and 
interval. He was asking me if spelt my name right! ••• 
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PETER 
ROGERSON'S 

NORTHERN 
ECHOES 

Last year •s Channel Four 
docu�entary on the paranormal 
<.called , w1th stunning or�gin­
all ty Js there Anyooay llJ.ere, 
and scheduled with equal 
imaginative f lair for trans­
m iss ion on Hal lowe'e' n )  was an 
example of many of the 
problems which face public 
aiscuss ion of our topics . True 
believers who relate various 
wonders in conf idential whis­
pers , versus the sceptics who 
are out to disaouse the 
savages of their superstit­
ions . The programme in 
question came out clearly in 
favour of the sceptics . 

Listening to your average CS I­
COPer te""ll ing us all to shape 
up and live in the real war ld 
a! phys ical science , I was 
struck by a feeling of deja-vu: 
where had I heard those hect­
oring , nannyish tones before? 
Sure I y in the speeches of 
Thatcherite politicians , ' real­
ist • economists , etc . ,  telling 
us to live in the real war la 
of the immutible laws of 
economics. It is clear that 
what is objectionable to some 
people about the paranormal is 
l ts promise of something for 
nothfng . "There is no such 
thing as a free lunch" , says 
the realist economist , but the 
paranormal offers us this , and 
Iree energy , and free commun­
ications , too. It brings a 
promise of breaking the econ­
om ic laws of the capitalist 
system and factory discipline. 

Don •t let this fool you into 
thinking that your Brigantian 
correspondent has joined the 
ranks of the 'believers •! I can 

just as eas ily detect in 
the well- modulated tones of , 
say , Kathleen Raine and the 
old SPR establishment , the 
voice of the landed gentry 
sneering at grammar-school 
types and 'mere tradesmen • 
w ha, horror of horrors , 
actually got oil on their 
hands . 

Wh� do both sides irritate one 
so . Surely it is because they 
both present a face of total 
comp lacency as to the right­
ness - and the righteousness -
of their cause. l3oth display 
that mixture of sm iling 
condescension and w ithering 
pity that makes your's truly 
want to bang heads together 
and say , "well things just 
aren •t that simple" . An honest 
documentary would have to 
present the sort of back and 
Iorth argument which seems to 
characterise this field . But , 
according to the obscure myths 
and ritua ls of television 
producers <on the ' intel­
lectual' Channel Four as well 
as the abysmal Kilroy show ) , 
that "just isn't good tele­
vision , darling" . 

-- ... --
I suppose in a vague way this 
ties in with the question as 
to why the 'new ufologies • 
appeared during the time of 
the 'youth revolution • in the 
60's . One poss ibility is that 
al ien UFOs were parental, or 
at least authority , symbols , 
<Freudians may of course point 
to some interesting symbolism 
in the current crashed saucer 
symdrome - parental figures 
refuse to tell the children the 
truth about where foetus-l ike 
aliens - intruders - are being 
hidden) . This symbolism had 
arisen through the 5 0 ' s :  UFOs 
as the manifestations of 
powerful external forces which 
curtailed human autonomy and 
replaced God as the means of 
disc iplining a recalcitrant 
humanity , as in that central 
exposition of the UFO myth , 
The Day The Earth Stood St1ll. 

Surely part of the reasons for 
the rise of 'new ' ufologies was 
the mood of the sixties: "No 
bloody alien's going to tell 
me what to do!" - a reaction 
to the benevolent autocrats 
which characterised the pre­
vious decades's UFO visitors . 
The certainties of the Space 
Brothers vanished in the 
sixties , along with many other 
certainties. 

It seems no surprise if that 
was the case that the m ore 
conservat ive , authoritarian 
climate of the eighties sees 
the rev ival of the ETH. • • •  
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NO.TES TOWARDS 

A S O C IAL HI STO RY OF L EY-HUNTING 

-��!a';i�-�-. 

Roger Sande ll  
In 1985, during the confrontations between the police and 
supporters of tne Stonehenge Festival one newspaper reported 
that to prevent gatheri� at any alternative p�ace, police 
were guarning other sites •where ley lines interSect•. Bizarre 
as thls item is <one wonders if police chiefs perused back 
issues of The Ley Hunter, or whether the Police National 
Computer was programDted to find such sites) it is nonetheless 
a testilllony to wiaespread falliliari ty with the ley line theory. 

Briefly, the idea, first 
propounded by Alfred Watkins, 
a Heref ordsh1re amateur arch­
aeolog ist, in the 192 0s holds 
that the early inhabitants of 
Britain deliberately placed 
mounds, camps and standing 
stones across the landscape in 
straight lines . As time went 
by later structures were added 
to these sites . Some Roman 
roads followed the leys, 
Christian churches were bu1lt 
on what had been ley markers 
in order to take advantage of 
the age and sanctity already 
attached to them, and the 
keeps of mediaeval castles 
were sited on mounds that had 
marked leys m illenia before . 
As a result it is still 
possible to trace these 
alignments on maps . 

When Watkins first propounded 
these ideas in The Old 
Straight Track, the archaeo­
logical journal Antiqui ty 
refused to accept advertis­
ments for its puolication . The 
reaction of professional 

archaeolog ists has remained 
dismiss ive ever since, apart 
from an occasional willingness 
to cons ider the concept 
provided the claimed alignment 
1s short, consists entirely of 
indisputably prehistoric sites 
vis ible from each other, and 
can be shown to have an 
astronomical significance <and 
provided the a6tual word ' ley ' 
1s not used to describe it . 

The credibility of the theory 
in the eyes of the profession­
als is not enhanced by other 
beliefs held by tlie ley 
hunters . Watkins lield that ley 
lines marked ancient trackways 
or in some cases sightlines of 
astronom ical significance <at 
least in his published work: 
it has been claimed that 
privately he held more occult 
ldeas ) , out most contemporary 
ley hunters see them as being 
linked with mysterious but 
beneficial 'earth forces •. 

When Aime Michel claimed to 
have discovered sim ilar 

strai_ght lines linking UFO 
mani!estations in the 1950s 
attempts were soon made to 
link the two concepts . The 
1960s saw a long series of 
mostly low-grade but for a 
time highly publicised UFO 
events around Warm inster, an 
area rich in prehistoric 
remains, which seemed to add 
credibil ity to the idea . This 
soon became part of a body of 
fr inge beliefs associated with 
the counter-culture of sixties 
Britain . 

In recent years computer 
technology has been brought to 
bear on the ley l ine question . 
Bob Forrest, mathematic ian and 
F ortean researcher, has 
attempted to establish whether 
leys real ly do occur beyond 
chance expectancy and has 
conc luded that, while this is 
an adequate explanation in 
most cases, there are one or 
two where chance does not 
seem probable . However, it is 
not very likely that 
statistical arguments will 
resolve this controversy any 
more than simi lar statistical 
arguments have resolved the 
ESP controversy . 

What is certain however is 
that the idea of leys has an 
appeal that expands· far beyond 
those who subscribe to The Ley 
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Hunter or attend the annual 
ley hunters moot . In 1974 a 
Sunday Times journalist, 
having read The Old Straight 
Track but apparent ly unaware 
of anything that had happened 
in the f ield of ley hunt ing 
since then, wrote a piece on 
the subject for the 2aper 's 
leisure section . The result was 
an enormous postbag as 
readers sent in their own 
discoveries . Some t ime after 
an item about the subject on 
the now-defunct TV programme 
Nationwide produced a similar 
large response from v iewers . 
What is the secret of its 
appeal? 

Part of the answer may be 
found by going back to A1fred 
Watkins h1mseif . By trade the 
owner of a f lour m i l l, his 
spare time was fil led w ith a 
w1de variety of activit ies . In 
addition to work as a local 
councillor, Justice of the 
Peace and schoo l governor, h is 
interests included not merely 
archaeology, but bee-keeping, 
conjouring and 2hotography Clie 
invented severa l photograph ic 
devices, and some or his 
photographs of rural life are 
sti l l  on display at Hereford 
.Museum ) .  the selection of 
epigraphs at the head of the 
chapters of The Old Straight 
Track testify to h is w1de 

range of reading beyond these 
subJects . 

had no compunction about van­
da lising or looting s ites in 
order -=to do so. Nineteenth 
century capitalists had staked 
their claim to being part of 
the cultural elite by engaging 
in similar activities . .At the 
same t ime , some of the 
Anglican clergy, isolated from 
large parts of the life of 
the1r rural parishes , had done 
much of the basic work of 
Eng lish local archaeology , on 
the same way as others had 
made a major contribution to 
Eng lish natural history . 

Ministry of Works and the 
National Trust were playing an 
increasing r6le in the conser­
vation of histor ical monu­
ments, lim it ing the scope for 
independent amateur investis­
ation . The new climate 1n 
archaeology found its most 
inf luential express ion in 
Professor Gordon Childe's rihat 
Happened in History, a major 
study partly influenced by 
Marxism which attempted the 
task of a detai led reconstruc­
tion of life and culture in 
Neolith ic Europe . 

There can be fe� readers of 

Tbe O�d St�aigbt T�ack �ha 

ha�e not been intrigued enough 

to take a ruler to their local 

Ordnance Sur�ey �ap to see if 

any leys leap to the eye. 

When The Old Straight Track In this climate, ley hunting 
was written , in the twenties, seemed to offer once again a 
the scope for archaeology of form of archaeology that the 
this type was becoming much amateur could participate in 
more limited . The discovery of ful ly. There can f>e few 
the tomb of Tutankhamen in readers of The Old Straight 
1922 preserved many of the Traclr who have not been 
older traditions. The aristo- intr igued enough to take a 
cratic Lord Carnarvon had ru ler to their local Ordnance 
ventured out to an imperial Survey map to see if any leys 
sett ing to unearth a fabulous leap to tlie eye . The appeal of 
treasure replete, at least in Wat.K:in 's book to his fellow 
the popular imag ination , with amateurs was such that it soon 
associations w itn curses and led to the foundat ion of an 
ancient magic . But this was a Old Straight Track Club, whose 
last triumph., as archaeology members exchanged discoveries 
was becom1ng more tlie and held outings to s ignif­
preserve of the academic icant sites throughout the 
professional . Techniques drawn thirties . 
Irom the phys ical sciences 

It was wealthy amateurs of 
this nature who in the eight­
eenth and nineteenth centuries 
had laid the foundations of 
archaeology . Aristocrat ic 
collectors bui lt up their own 
col lections of art ifacts , and 

were increas ingly being used On a w ider level, Watkin 's 
to enlarge archaeolog ica l ideas seem to be in keeping 
know ledge . In Britain the w ith the chang ing perception 

r-------------------------------------------------------------� of the countrys ide . On the one 
hand Britain was becoming 

Members of the Old Straight Track Club at Stonehenge 

increasingly more urbanisea, 
and economic changes were 
making the countryside more 
marginal to the national 
economy . On the other hand the 
motor car, the rural hotel and 
the branch line were making 
the countryside more acces­
sible to tlie town dweller . As 
a result the countryside was 
being seen more as a timeless 
haven away from immediate 
social concerns , rather than a 
place where people actually 
lived and worked. A develop­
ment which was assisted by 
the fact that agriculture was 
becoming less labour­
intensive ,  and hence rural 
labour became less visible to 
the outsider. 

These changed perceptions of 
the countryside were becoming 
more central to definitions oi 
the nation . Before 1 9 14 
Britain had g loried in its 
imperial , m i litary and 



financial might , but in the 
post-World War I era all  these 
things seemed under threat , 
and the picture of Britain 
depicted in the photographic 
guide books and travel pos ters 
produced for a new mass 
audience in the twent ies , is of 
a gentle, tranquil , unchanging 
rural land - a vision wliicli 
had sustained many amid the 
horrors of the Western Front . 

It is easy to see how lay 
hunting fitted in with such 
perceptions. It presented a 
countryside whose continuity 
and unchanging nature were 
emphasised . When churches , 
castles , manor houses , farm 
ponds or stretches of road 
were found on ley lines it 
became proof that they 
represented continuities going 
right back to prehistoric 
times . History and nature 
became fused with each other 
as human constructions were 
found to be sited on leys that 
stretched from one hill top to 
another , and notches or 
indentations on hillsides 
turned out to be sighting 
markers for leys . The country­
side was transformed into a 
place of mystery , in which a 
mundane and unnoticed land­
mark might be the key to a 
great pattern stretching ba<::k 
to preliistory . 

Viewed in this way , ley 
hunting seems to offer inter­
esting paral le ls to what was 
going on in British art at the 
time . The twenties and 
thirties saw a rev ival of 
English landscape painting . 
However the themes of tlie 
paintings were very different 
Irom tne eighteenth century 
when landscape painting 
depicted the estates and hunt-

'ing parks of the aristocracy , 
or the work of nineteenth 
century painters depicting the 
world of rural labour . the new 
landscape painters like Paul  
Hash used the techniques of 
modern art that had developed 
in Europe , such as cubism and 
surrealism , to present visions 
of the English countryside in 
which everyday landscapes 
become transformed into myst­
erious places , or reduced to 
semi-abstract patterns . This 
work reached a massive 
audience as a result of its 
use in advertising campaigns 
for petrol <a long running 
Shell campaign ) and the 
railway companies. One of 
Hash 's paintings , Equivalents 
for the Xegalfths sliows huge 
abstract sllapes arbitrarily 
p laced in the middle of an 
English rural landscape seems 
especially to evoke the world 
of ley hunting . <Front cover ) 

Interest in the concept of 
leys waned during the 
nineteen-forties and fifties . 
Its revivar to an even larger 
audience than ever began in 
the ear ly sixties w1th a 
pamEhlet , Skyways and 
Lanamarks by Tony Wedd , a 
designer , art teacher and ex­
RAF pilot , which for the first 
time made the link between 
leys and UFOs . A s light work 
of just a few pages , it 
nonetheless attracted some 
attention in the ufological 
field , stimulating a revival of 
interest in the whole ley 
concept , which was to cumulate 
in the later sixties , with leys 
being incorporated into the 
culture of tlle sixties under­
ground . Sites like Avebury and 
Stonehenge became centres of 
pilgrimage . the long out of 
print Did Straight 1rack was 
reissued in paperback . 

Tony Wedd , who helped spark 
off this revival ,  was a very 
different figure from Alfrea 
Watkins . By the time he wrote 
Skyways and Landmarks in 196 1 
he was already an exponent of 
many of the belf"efs and 
practices that wou ld later in 
the decade become identified 
w ith the underground , inc lud­
ing anarchism, free child 
rearing , cannabis smoking, 
organic gardening , and fringe 

5 
medicine. He opens the pamph­
let by making a contrast 
between the presumed benevol­
ence of the space visitors , 
terrestrial economic crisis , 
the arms race , road deaths and 
commerc ial advertising. 

The disappointment with the 
ideas of progress and modern­
isation tliat liedd voiced wou ld 
emerge as a major social and 
political force in the sixties , 
not merely amid the under­
ground , but on a wider level 
In many conservation and 
ecological movements. Against 
this oackground it is easy to 
see the appeal of the ley line 
as an alternative relationship 
between humanity and the past , 
between nature and culture . 
The invisible lines spanning 
the countrys ide linking the 
landmarks of one era to 
another , joining the holy 
places of Christianity to 
those of Paganism , taking in 
sites l ike the old stone 
circles and hil ls ide chalk 
figures , that themse lves seem 
to lie on the boundaries 
between the natural and 
artif icial ,provided this new 
consc iousness with a potent 
symbol of integration . They 
were a sign that a life in 
harmony with the natural 
environment was not only 
possible but a secret that our 

•Hillside chalk figures that theaselves 
------ lie on the boundaries between the natural and artificial" ____ _ 

-� 
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earliest ancestors had 
possessed and we m ight regain . 

Many years before , VI. H. Auden 
had presented a similar vision 
of the landscape in terms 
that , consciously or otherw ise , 
precisely echo The Old 
Etraigh t Track: 

Across the Great Schis�, through our 
whole landscape 

Ignoring God's vicar and God's ape 

Under their noses, unsuspected 
The Old Man's road runs where it did 

�hen a light .subsoil, a simple ore 
Where still in vogue, true to his 

wherefore 

By styles, gates, hedgegaps it goes 
Over ploughiands, �oodlands, cow 

11eadows 

Past shrines to a cosmological ayth 
No heretic today would be caught dead 

lfith 

Near hill top rings that were so safe 
then 

No� easily scaled by small children 

Shepherds use bits in the high mountains 
Haml ets use stretches for lovers' lanes, 

Then through cities threads its odd way 
No� with gutters, a thieves' ally 

Now �1th green laMp-posts and white curb 
The smart crescent of a high toned suburb 

Giving wide berth to a new cathedral 
Running stack through a new town hall 

Unlookable for by logic or by guess 
Yet some strike 1t and are struck 

fearless 

No life can know it but no life 
that sticks to this course can be aade 

captive 

And those that know it are not stopped at 
borders by guards of some theocrat , 

fAuden,' The Old /1dn 's Road, quoted in 
Jdnet J Colin Bard's 'lfysterious 
Britain', 

With the revival of interest 
in leys came a revival of 
other fringe· ideas about 
Britain 's past. In particular 
G lastonbury in Somerset was 
rev ived as a place of 
pilgrimage, with its legends 
of the foundation of its 
church by Joseph of Arimathea 
and the bringing of the Holy 
Grail to Brfta1n. L ike many 
legends they meant different 
things to different audiences . 
To Cathol ics , Glastonbury 's 
traditions and its Aboey 
ransacked by Henry V I I I  sym­
bolised the ancient continuity 
of Christianity in Britain 
that had been interupted by 

sagittarius 

The Sagittarius figure froa �ary Caine's Kingston Zodiac 
- !fagonia is published fro• with1n this sign! 

the Reformation . To the 
Angl ican, G lastonbury 's tradit­
ions of Joseph of Arimathea 
gave English Christianity a 
lineage stretching back to the 
New Testament, independent of 
m iss ionaries from Rome . To 
occultists, the mysteries of 
the Grail and the presence of 
a Christian shrine in an area 
rich in the traces of pre­
history were s igns of the 
continuity of Cliristian and 
Pagan beliefs . 

To these the late nineteen­
sixties added a revival of 
another theory f irst proposed 
by an archaeological amateur 
in the twenties Katherine 
Maltwood's G lastonbury Zodiac , 
the bel ief that trackways , 
roads and field boundaries 
around G lastonbury had been 
shaped in prehistor ic t imes to 
form re�resentations of the 
s igns of the zodiac m iles 
long. 

N ot only was the G lastonbury 
Zodiac revived in the late 
s ixties, but other zodiacs 
were discovered inscribed 
across the English landscape . 
The most detaiied exposition 

of any of these has been earth 
mysteries researcher Mary 
Caine 's Kingston Zod iac , 
covering a large area of south 
and west London . It is not 
necessary to be a believer in 
earth zodiacs or to be 
resident within the Zodiac <as 
are two of Xagonia 's editors) 
to find a fasc1nation in Mary 
Caine 's exposition as she 
f inds traces of zodiac trad­
ition in pub signs and street 
names on housing estates or 
am id derel ict industrial areas. 
At one /oint she quotes a 
snatch o poetry which m ight 
serve as an epigraph far the 
whale earth mysteries and ley 
hunting movement : 

The angels keep their ancient places 
Turn but a stone and you will start a 

wing 
Tis but you and your estranged faces 
That aiss the 1any splendoured thing, 

If Alfred Watkins failed to win orthodox 
archaeologists over to his coaparati vely 
conservat1ve presentation of his ideas, 
Tony Wedd or Mary Caine 's ideas are too 
far away froa any seriously received 
notions of prehistory to attain any 
consideration froa established 



archaeologists . Perhaps it is 
more illuminating to see such 
writers are visionaries 
capable of creating symbols 
that for amny people have 
given a new meaning to the 
landscape and the environment . 
Certainly Alfred Watkins 
describes how the concept of 
ley lines came to him in one 
visionary moment , and his 
descr ipt1on of the lines is at 
times lyrica l in sty le: 

Imagine a fairy chain stretched from 
mountain peak to mountain peak as 
far as the eye could reach and paid 
out until it touched the high places 
of the earth , , , then visualise a 
mound, earthwork or clump of trees 
planted on these high po1nts and in 
the valley other mounds ringed round 
'4ith �ater to be seen from a 
distance, Then great standing stones 
brought to mark the way at intervals 
, , , Here and there a beacon fire 
to lay out the track , , , with 
ponds dug to forra reflecting points 
on the beacon tracks so it might be 
checked once a year !4hen the 5eacon 
�as fired on the traditional line, 

It is perhaps significant that 
Tony Vedd was an art teacher , 
a field in which Mary Caine 
and Paul Devereux , the leading 
contemporary writer on leys , 
have both worked . For , con­
sidered as a symbol , the ley 
bears a strong affinity w ith 
some of the major themes of 
modern art . The surrealist 
idea of the found object , the 
work of art created by a 
random process sometimes 
making arbitrary connect ions, 
and the idea of conceptual 
art , the school that seelrs to 
divorce art from its associat­
ions with purely technical 
skills and create a work that 
exists as far as possible 
simply as a concept , might 
both provide a frame of 
reference for ley hunters . In 
recent years the Californian 
artist Robert Long has 
experimented with creating 
works of art like fences 
kilometers long hung with 
various materials tliat , in 
their scale and p lacing in the 
landscape resemble the leys. 

If the ley hunters are right 
and some of their lines really 
were placed there in the 
remote past , perhaps they are 
neither trackways , astronomic­
al sightlines nor channels for 
earth energy , but simply early 
works of art, showing that the 
concept of the straight line 
across the landscape fascin­
ated Britain's ear ly inhabit­
ants as much as some of their 
descendants . ••• 
Philip Heselton's sympathetic biography1 Tony Vedd, Her �ge Pioneer, is pub1ishea 
by Northern Earth Mysteries ( £3,00), 
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THE � 
CREATIVE FIRE 

Martin Kottmeyer 

The theatre of the UFO phenomenon is a manifestation for the 
drive for creative expression. This should have been obvious to 
me when I wrote Brelik a Leg; but somehow it slid me by and I 
ended up saying applause was the driving end of the UFO 
phenomenon. The error is forgiveable. John L. Caughey in his 
1llW1inatin:g study of the prevalence of fantasy 1n everyday 
life, l111aginary Si:Jcial 'WorldS, points out that recognition as a 
media hero is one of the �eat American Vices and a repeated 
theme running through the fantasies of most �ple. Even if 
UFO percipients are merely ghost-writing for the ufologists 
and retairi the customary anonillli ty, the KI1ow ledge that :Cheir 
story received acceptance could safely fill the needs of such a 
fantasy. 

I accept this was unduly 
cynical . I forgot the creative 
urge can exis� in a vacuum . 

. J olin Rimmer 's recent essay 
'Levels . of Mystification • 
reminded me how novel ists and 
artists cont inue to create in 
the face of scant rewards , 
virtual s i lence , and even 
critical rejection . · Artists 
themselves attest to the 
primary role of pleasing their 
own aesthetic sens ibilities as 
a measure of greatness . The 
work comes from deep inside , 
sometimes ful ly formed , some­
times fighting to shape itself 
as it finds express ion in the 
outer war ld . 

Rimmer conjectured that ab­
ductions m ight be a manifest­
ation of th1s compelling drive 
to create . D iscussing the 
Avely abduction he remarked on 
how the incident seemed to 
unleash repressed creative 
impulses in the central 
characters . J ahn became a 
sculptor ; E la ine re-kindled an 
interest in learing she had 
before she marr1ed . This 
observation suggested a test­
able hypothesis . If abductions 
are the result of a seething 
desire far creative self­
express ion , we m ight see this 
des ire manifest itself in 
other aspects of the lives of 
abductees . We would predict a 
tendency for the a bductees to 
be painters , writers and 
involved in creative enter­
prises more often than the 
general popu lat ion . 

I did a casual survey of 
published abduction accounts 
to see if this could be true . I 
came away with an impress ive 
tally of 18 abductees having 
artistic backgrounds out of a 
populat ion o! 55 . This does 
not even take into account 
that some of those 55 lack 
any personal backgrounds in 
their description and , on 
methodological grounds should 
probably not have even been 
lncluded . 

Betty Hill ,  as a youth , was a 
voracious reader and wan 
contests , spelling bees and 
even dramat1c roles in school .  
Betty Andreasson wan prizes in 
many art contests . All three 
ladles of the L iberty , Kentucky 
abduction had made art a 
hobby , and Mona Stafford , in 
part1cular , owned an art store . 
Stepven Kilburn from Kissing 
Ti111e was said to be dedicated 
to a career in the arts . 

In the same book 'Mary • was 
said to be a painter . Ka thie 
Davies from Intruders we learn 
is an autadidact w ith consid­
erable talent as a v isual 
artist . Also from Intruders, 
'Pam ' is des cri bed as a dancer . 
A more recent case reported by 
Budd Hopkins in the In terna t­
ional UFO Reporter, 'Christ ie' 
is a successful graphic artist. 
Sandra Larson was a country 
and western singer . Whitley 
Strieber , as everyone knows by 
now , is a successfu l writer . 
Strieber 's 'h idden choir ' of 
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There is a fire to create 

in the souls of the abductees. 
Ufologists unleash it at their 

own peril 

eleven includes a dancer, a 
museum curator/artist and a 
musician. Finally from Direct 
Encounters there is Ellecia 
Gruen, who is a painter and 
pianist, and Jessica Wolfe who 
1s an actress and writer. 

This undoubtedly underrepre­
sents the percentage manifest­
ing creativeness. Several 
accounts, without going into 
details, refer to l1terate 
backgrounds and brilliant 
minds. Antonio Villas Boas 
eventually achieved the title 
of Doctor and became a 
respected lawyer. Further 
hints are peppered about the 
literature, but I would not 
want to get lost in arguments 
about in-ferpretation. I-f would 
obviously be contentious to 
conjecture that creative power 
generates every abduction 
experience. There are some 
cases which clearly resist 
fitting into this neat picture. 

Independent of the creative 
elements of the Pascagoula 

account itself there is 
nothing in either the back­
ground or psycholosical pro­
files of Charles H1ckson and 
Gal vin Parker to suggest they 
were possessed of creative 
fervour. Higdon's psychological 
profile showed only average 
levels of intelligence and 
imaginativeness. Unless, on no 
autliorization, we read signif­
icance in to the moderately 
radical aspect of his person-
ality shown on the 
conservative- experimental 
scale, there is nothing in his 
oil worker/outdoorsman back­
ground to indicate a 
compelling need for self­
expression. 

Some justification for 
generalization can be found in 
Dr . Slater's psychological 
testing of nine abductees. 
While abductees may be 'nor­
mal' in the sense of lacking 
pathology, they clearly emerge 
as not average. Slater found 
the group to be not only 
highly 1ntelligent but in 
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possession of a rich inner 
life. Slater describes this 
inner life as acting not only 
favourably in terms of 
creativity but negatively "to 
the extent it can be over­
whelming". 

It is also notable that the 
nine abductees chosen for 
study include some careers no� 
to be described as mundane: 
actor, commercial artist, audio 
technician, college instructor, 
corporate lawyer, chemistry 
lab director and electronics 
expert. 

It would be tempting to drag 
in evidences of the creative 
impulse in contactees <George 
Adamski 's pre-con tact writing, 
Orfeo Angeiucci 's movie script, 
the Shaggy God Story 
Syndrome> as further proof of 
creativity being the driving 
force of the UFO phenomenon 
but there is really no need to 
belabour the issue. The central 
point is too important to risk 
obscuring it in trivialities. 

There is a fire to create in 
the souls of the abductees. 
Ufologists unleash it at their 
own peril. •••. 
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� thank Pau l Devereux for 
his cri tic isms of  my 
rev iew of Pers inger 's 
tecton ic strain theory1• 

As for the earth lights theory 
in general, I totally agree 
with Devereux 's statement that 
"it is highly des irable that 
such an area be fu lly invest­
igated"; the last sentence of 
my paper2 attests my w i lling­
ness . I must however comment 
on Devereux 's cr it icisms . 

He is right when he asks us 
to take account of all  the 
work going on in the area , at 
least theoretically . In the 
absolute is it poss ible to 
study UFOs w ithout having 
serious know ledge of physio­
logy , soc io logy , pnys ics , 
geophysics , ep istemology , 
liistory of science, and so on? 
But we must indeed stop 
somewhere. Moreover , Pers ing­
er 's series in Perceptual and 
Notor Skills tru ly deserves 
the lable of science . I am 
however more caut ious in my 
opinion about Space - Til11e 
Transients, wh ich combines too 
many phenomenon , and about 
Earthl1gh ts, wh ich mixes very 
interesting observat ions w ith 
quas i- occultism .  

Devereux states that the 
earthlights theory is strong ly 
supported in British regional 
studies. Let us accept the 
fact, although dots on a map 
are not a def initive proof of 
a corre lation . What I dispute 
is that the earthlights 
hypothesis is supposed to give 
an account of most of the 
sightings . This is poss ible, 
but it is not yet proved . 
Therefore I choose for the 
moment the sociapsychalagical 
hypothes is , which seems to me 
to be more econom ical. But if 
Devereux or Pers inger can con­
vince me that their hypothesis 
is better , or that mine is 
wrong , I shall adopt theirs 
without quibb le . 

As for the Egryn 1904/05 
events, there was indeed no 
"media industry devoted to 
UFOs at the time", but did the 
papers, or same of them , not 
report the events in religious 
terms? 

Devereux is interested to know 
what bas is I use to say that 
more than 90% of Persinger•s 
data is noise. I thought he 
was well aware that almost all 
ufologists do acknowledge such 
a rate for explained or 
potentially explainable cases 
ln a raw database, and that 
UFOCAT is such a raw base and 
not a sound cases set . See , 
e.g ., Wi lly Smith 's criticisms , 
or my own estimate for traces 
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cases in Belgium and France in 
Nagonia no. I3. 

Accordins to Devereux ,  earth­
quake l1ghts are "already a 
.Known , accepted and esta b­
lished" fact. There are indeed 
geophysicists who accept them; 
out are these all geophys ic­
ists , a majority of tnem , a 
minor ity , or on ly a few? 

The last point I shall  comment 
on is the fact that Devereux 
is aqua inted w ith the most 
advanced phys ic ists in the 
quantum f ield and co-operates 
w ith leading geolog ists . This 
is certainiy true , but it 
proves nothing . Only the pub­
l icat ions of these impor�ant 
peop le w i l l  be able to prove 
anything. Here Devereux uses 
the classical argument from 
author ity , and tliis rem inds 
him of his own sight ings 
which he cons iders to have 
really taken place , and to be 
a proof of UFOs. It is normal 
that he th inks so , but his 
conv ict ion is persona l ,  and 
has no logical va lue . 

PAUL DEVEREUX REPLIES: 

At his request , I respond to 
points raised in Claude 
Xauge 's letter . At the outset I 
need to reiterate that I fu lly 
accept that most reported UFOs 
do not relate to actual 
skyborne phenomena , and that 
psychosociologica l factors are 
a key element in the matters 
dealt w ith in ufology . Further , 
as I stated in my 2aper at the 
July Internat ional UFO Confer­
ence in London, and in an 
article to be pu lished by 
BUFORA Journal, ufology is not 
to be confused w ith UFOs. Only 
a part of the 'ufological pie ' 
deals w ith actual unexpla1ned 
phenomena; most of the s lices 
aeal w ith hoax , psychosocial 
and otherwise generated pseudo 
phenomena . I al.so am critical 
of Space Ti111e Transients for 
the reasons Mauge states , and 
because of others as well (e.g. 
the piezo-electrical explana-t­
ion ) . However , it is a major 
work and the statistical 
approach adopted by Persinger 
at least to some extent 
m inimises the 'noise ' in the 
database he used. Were this 
not the case , I 'd bet the UFO­
geology correlation would be 
virtually 100%! 

I do not know what Mauge 
means by "quasi- occultism" 1n 
Earth Llghts. I think there is 
much to be learned from 
studying so-cal led ' occult ' 
materia I. Therein l ies the 
bas is for an extended natural 
scienc e ,  in my opinion . 
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'Occult' simply means hidden, 
and it is our duty to bring 
the hidden to the l ight oi 
day. If Mauge is us ing the 
term in its loose sense to 
mean false material, I am 
prepared to tackle him 
privately on the issues raised 
1n Earth Light!:? 

Mauge is justif ied to choose 
psychosocial explanations -
but only for part of the 
material in ufology . Psycho­
sociology cannot, does not 
answer the whole range of 
reported material and avai l­
able evidence . If I was bloody 
minded enough < I  am but 1 
don ' t  have tlie time ) many so­
called psychosocial theories 
could be exposed as l ittle 
more than opinions . There is 
no indisputable psychosocial 
theory extant in uiology. Some 
of the theories make sense to 
me, however, and I feel we 
should accept them on at least 
a prima facie basis for some 
of the material circu lating in 
ufology . 

expect everything 
earth light! 

to be an 

Yes, the Egryn lights were 
reported as man ifestations of 
the Holy Spirit ; which pre­
cisely supports my point in 
suggest ing that UFOs are 
explained in the prevai ling 
cosmology of the times they 
are seen i n .  Today they are 
seen as ET spacecraft by 
positive-bel ievers or relegat­
ed to psychosocial effects by 
negative- bel ievers . . Thus the 
poss ibi l ity of there being a 
truly unexplained phenomenon 
actual ly occurring in the sky 
has been largely overlooked . 

Most modern geologists accept 
the existence of earthquake 
l ights . I dare say that there 
are some 'old scnool' geolo­
gists who dismiss them, but 
they are a dying breed . I can 
state that leading officers in 
both British and US Geological 
Surveys certainly accept EQLs, 
which must be as good a lit­
mus tets as any . 

can 't do much about that . But 
the:y happened, and I am 
ent1 tled "to report them . From 
my experiential standpoint it 
is Mauge who is indulging in 
subject1 vi ty . I have to accept 
the reality of the vents ; he 
has the luxury of cons idering 
they were not objective . 1 
know he is wrong in such an 
assumption, but I cannot prove 
it . In Earth Lights I suggest 
someone attempt a psycholog­
ical study of the Ravensbourne 
event, us1ng polygraphs on me 
and other -traceabl.e witnesses . 
I cou ld hardly do more to 
'objectivise ' the event . 

If I was bloody-minded enough 

Whatever some ivory-tower 
ufologists mat think, data and 
research con irm the real ity 
of some form of earth- light 
phenomenon . In the landscape 
aetai led work has been done, 
both here by my colleagues and 
I, and in the USA oy Derr, 
Brad y, Persinger, et al, which 
now make space- Time Trans­
ients and Earth Lights rather 
out of date . I am most anxious 
to publ ish updated material to 
defuse some of the misconcept­
ions, but that is in the 
publishers ' hands, not mine! 
Work is also on-going in the 
UK - Project Penn1ne, for 
example . In the laboratory, 
rock-produced light phenomena 
are being studied that so far 
elude analys is by normal 
instrumentation. As John Derr 
has said, we are at the 
beginning of a new era of 
geophysics. 

<I am, but I don't have time) 
many so-called psychosocial theories 

could be exposed as mere opinions 

Mauge 's comment that "dots on 
a map are not a definitive 
proof of a correlation" is 
pure phi listinism - a s imple 
Iailure to respond to serious 
evidence . The dots are not the 
correlation, but they def ine 
correlat ions which are the 
result of accurate and pains­
taking research . Mauge • is not 
being asked to ''accept•• 
anytliing: the data are there 
for anyone to study. Moreover, 
the "dots" add up to other 
things: the histogram in 
figure 2 in our New Scientist 
article <Sep. 1 1983) for 
example. It clearly shows that 
in the 1 97 7  Dyfed outbreak 
reported incidence of 
geographical ly- locatable UFO 
events in areas where suf-
ficiently detailed geologica l  
information is available 
increases a lmost logarithmic­
ally with proximity to surface 
faulting . 

Wherever correlations between 
geology and reported UFO 
1ncidence has been studied in 
the greatest detail , the 
correla"tions have been remark­
ably tight - more so than I 
would ever have expected 
myself, allowing for ail the 
variables in human nature and 
human reporting . I do not 

I do not mention physicists, 
etc., in order to establ ish 
authority, but merely to point 

·out that when Ear-th L1ghts 
was publ ished, I found scien­
tists to be more open and 
genuinely inqu is itive than 
ufologists. Ufology has become 
sometning of a closed shop, 
while tlie rest of the world 
has passed it by. Its narrow­
ness of intellect and vision 
renders ufology to some extent 
unscientific, and makes it a 
bit of an anachronism. Good 
Lord, in America they are 
taking ufology back to the 
1950's! 

Yes , my own UFO experiences 
are subjective to anyone who 
was not with me at the time. I 

Time and events have passed 
Mauge 's concerns by . Yre are 
certainly puzzl ing over what 
the actual mechanism may be, 
and the nature of the energy 
produced, but the existence of 
the phenomenon itself, and the 
geological link it has, is 
certa1n. ••• 

This earthligh ts correspond­
ence has had a good airing in 
the last few issues of Xagonia 
and is, for the time being at 
least, closed. Ed. 

>> << END 
Kevin X cC lure writes that 
TIMES BULLETIN >> << 

will be returning in October: 
•To make a success of what I h� will be priDarily a news and 
coDDent journal, with some background articles, we will need a 
�icipative readership, sending in news clippings, nmours, 
religious tracts, prophecies, tlireats, stories of doma and 
gloom, the new age, geological disaster, disease, the Anti­
christ, �eddon and all other componets of the 20th century 
Apocalyptic vision. All contributions will be credited and 1 
hope tO provide free copies of the first issue to those who 
have helped. Please send llllythinfi that :may be of interest to: 

Kevin XcClure, 20 Trembear Rd., St Austell, Cornwall, Pl25 5ll 



- THE MAJ ESTI CAL 

MYSTERY TOUR 

Ralph Noyes 
T imothy Good has done us a 
public service in giving us 
IacsilD.ile reprcxiuction of that 
great wealth of docUDents in 
the Appendix to Above TCJP 
Secret \referred to as A TS in 
the remainder of this article> . 
4.zy and reclusive ufologists , 
of whom I am one , can now 
study at a little closer to 
first hand some of the famous 
and infamous bits of paper 
which have enriched or 
littered ufology in the past 
four decades out which many 
of us only know by repute or 
selective quotation. 

He has exposed his evidence , 
and this is the scientific way 
of carrying on . He must 
expect , ancf will doubtless 
welcome , the kind of critical 
challenge on provenance and 
authenticity presented by 
Dennis Stacy ; 1 and he will 
certainly have foreseen some 
vigorous polemics about 
whether h is evidence is not 
only accurate but also sust­
ains his preferred hypothes is 
of extraterrestrial visitation . 

Anyway , we now have a number 
of documents before us . And 
not only the Majestic two 
which Good g ives us <pp . 54 1-
547 of ATS ) and the l<ajestic 
third , the 'Cutler memorandum '  
of 13 July 1 9543 reportedly 
picked up by happenstance in 

the US Nat ional Archives in 
1987 , but also a wealth of 
other papers . If Majest ic , 
mira bile dictu, becomes the 
m iracle of a public acknow­
ledgement of tlie ETH by the 
only source which cou ld now 
sat isfy us , the Pres ident of 
the United States or off icials 
speaking w ith his authority , 
our perplexities of the past 
forty years will be at an end 
<together w ith the productive 
occupation of many ingenious 
m inas we value > .  But if -- as 
I feel convinced , for the 
reasons g iven below the 
Majestic papers merely take 
their place among such kindred 
as the Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion , or maintain a tenuous 
repute < l ike so much else in 
ufology ) as objects of 
uncertain identity but doubtful 
interest , T imothy Good will 
still have left us w ith many 
other papers of great signif­
icance and almost certain 
authenticity . 

I can vouch for one of them 
myself -- a signal sent on 1 9  
September 1 952 to a NATO 
Command <and repeated to the 
then A ir M inistry ) about a 
minor and not particularly 
dramatic s ighting of what 
came to be known to ufologists 
as a 'daylight disc ' <p . 446 of 
A TS> . I received a copy of 
this signal as the Private 

1 1  

Secretary to the V ice Chief oi 
the Air Staf f , A ir Chief 
Marshal Sir Ralph Cachrane , 
and I recal l  my awn em barras­
sed unease , Wide ly shared by 
the Operat ions Sta f f , that 'our 
own people ' had begun to fall 
far 'that saucer nonsense • .  The 
document carries an interest­
ing manuscript addition to 
wh1ch I wish to refer later : 
the laconic note to his staff 
by the W ing Commander in 
charge of Ops <Air Defence ) 1 .  

I ment ion this m inor p iece of 
paper , partly far the 
Impl ication I w ish to draw 
from it below , but mainly by 
way of presenting my credent­
ia ls far the sceptical view I 
take of the Majestic docu­
ments. I have no access to 
anion skins , faded blue 
carbons or Re:mingtan-Rands of 
the appropriate vintage ; and I 
must leave it to a�hers to 
analyse security markings , 
peculiarities of text and the 
office practices of Washington 
bureaux <all of which seem to 
:me to be em inently sensible 
lines of enquiry , long familiar 
to research historians and 
investigative journal ists ) .  My 
only claim -- though I do not 
think it is negligible -- is 
that between 195 0  and 1 952 I 
served as the eyes and ears of 
a sen ior off icer , the V ice 
Chief of the A ir Staff ,  who 
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above all <and second only to 
the Chief of the Air Staff ) 
had prime responsib ility for 
RAF operations , including air 
defence , and a major say in 
the conduct of scientific 
research in these matters and 
the intelligence assessment of 
enemy capao ilit ies . 

The job of private secretary 
to a senior member of a 
government department was , and 
I ima�ine still is , g iven to 
'cadet entrants to the C iv i l  
Service who are expected to 
reach higher office themselves 
in due t im e .  It gives them 
early fam i l iarity w ith the 
conduct of major business at a 
stage at which they are sti l l  
learning their trade . The job 
cannot oe done <and the young 
man or woman would rapidly be 
posted elsewhere if he/she 
aidn 't act accordingly ) with­
out access to , and intimate 
dai ly know ledge of , the entire 
range of the business of the 
office . No telephone cal l ,  no 
'scrambler ' message , no letter , 
report , loose m inute , signal or 
other paper , and no vis itor , 
entered or left S ir Ralph 
Cochrane 's office w ithout my 
know ledge . I kept the records 
of mast of his meetings w ith 
staff and colleagues , and I 
drafted for him , under his 
direction , all of the papers 
wh ich he took the respons ib­
i l ity of issuing w ithin the 
Air Ministry or outside it . I 
therefore feel conf ident in 
making the follow ing assert­
ions , all of which derive from 
this hectic and exciting 
period of my Civil Service 
career . 

1 .  In the 1 9 5 0 s  <though I sus­
pect that this may now be 
less true fol lowing our 
security hiccups of recent 
years ) our links with the 
Americans were uniquely close 
among other European allies -­
in the sharing of m i litary 
intelligence , the assessment of 
enemy capabi l it ies , technical 
research and development , 
joint planning and the grant­
ing of fac i lities in British 
territory to an extent and in 
a manner which was unique in 
NATO <to the point , indeed , of 
somewhat disturbing unduly 
chauvin istic members of the 
House of Commons ) . 

Cochrane , in part icu lar , kept 
up a c lose relationship , 
oificial and personal ,  w ith 
two key f igures in the 
American m i litary who are now 
said to have been members of 
the MJ- 12 group : General Hoyt 
Vandenberg and General Nat 
T w in ing C"pp . 252 and 542 of 
A TS> . He frequently transacted 

business w ith b oth of them 
during v is its to the United 
States , setting in train major 
b its of Air Staff planning and 
l iaison on his return . I find 
it inconceivable that he would 
not have been told -- at the 
very least by a w ink and a 
nod from Vandenberg or 
Tw ining or , far more probably , 
by the offer of some , albeit 
token , British assoc iation 
w ith MJ- 1 2  -- of the extraor­
dinary event of a captured 
p iece of extraterrestrial 
hardware , w ith all its potent­
ial impl ications for defence . 

Gene r a l  Nat T� in in� No nod or �znk , , , :  

2. I am equally c lear that I 
could not have failed , as 
Cochrane 's PS , to get some 
whiff of the thing myself . It 
is conceivable that I might , 
for once , have been excluded 
from the deta ils of a matter 
of such extreme sens itiv ity 
and importance , but I cou la 
not have failed to be aware 
<because I would have had to 
make the arrangements ) of the 
urgent briefing meet ings which 
Cochrane would certainly have 
sought w ith the Chief of the 
Air Staff and the Secretary of 
State for A ir <not to mention 
the Prime Minister ) ; the 
urgent instructions which 
Cochrane would have had to 
issue to senior members of the 
A ir Staff ; and the setting-up 
of at least some small study­
group . There was nothing of 
this sort at any t ime . 

3 .  Cochrane was in fact 
impatient and sceptical about 
'saucers ' .  I be-"I ieve that 
before my period of service 
w ith him (i .e . before late 
1 95 0 )  he had , l ike many others 
<the United States Air Force , 
the FB I ,  the C IA )  cons idered 
the poss ibi lity that the 

'discs ' were a piece of enemy 
hardware . By the time I knew 
him he had dism issed this 
hypotes is . And , l ike Vanden­
berg , he had no pat ience at 
all for the theory of extra­
terrestrial visitat1on . 

4 .  I only once saw him 
disturbed by the 'saucer 
9:uestion •.  The Washington 
flaps ' of July 1952 interested 

him great ly , as they inter­
ested many of us at the time , 
inc luding the then Prime 
Minister , Wins ton Churchill . 
Cochrane put some enquiries in 
hand tlirough the Chief 
Scientist to l:he Air Ministry , 
Robert Cockburn , who in turn , 
I th ink , discussed the matter 
with the Government Chief 
Sc ient ist , Lord Cherwell . The 
only comment which ever came 
back to Cochrane , following 
enqu iries in the US , referrea 
to 'American public hysteria ' .  

5. My argument , in short , is 
that anything so sensational 
and Defence- laden as a 
Pres identially approved study 
of a crashed extraterrestrial 
vehicle , conducted by a group 
which included two very close 
military col leagues of 
Cochrane 's , Vanden berg and 
Tw ining , would have become 
known �o him . in the then state 
of Ang lo- American re lations . 
But we got no whiff . . .  And I 
think thls is strong evidence 
aga inst the existence of any 
Majestic group in the Unitea 
States w ith the terms of 
reference ind icated on p .  542 
of A TS. 

6 .  It is some col lateral for 
this view that the Air Staff , 
in 1 9 5 0  to 1952 , were taking 
only the most perfunctory <ana 
embarrassed ) cognisance of 
'saucer stories • .  The signa l of 
1 9  September 1952 wliich I 
have already mentioned carries 
the casual instruction from 
the W ing Commander in charge 
of Ops C"AD )  1 :  'Ask P A  [ v iz .  my 
Personal Assistant , a clerk] 
to open Folder . . .  • .  Clearly no 
folder , sti l l  less an official 
file , had yet been opened by 
the Operations staff on f ly ing 
saucers . Whether or not this 
was a dereliction of duty I 
leave to others . 

It is no rejoinder to these 
points to say , as I have some­
t imes heard ETH enthus iasts 
declare , that perhaps some 
tiny , ' inner ' ,  amazingly secret 
group of illuminat i were 
conducting their own research 
into UFOs w ithin government 
circles but w ithout telling 
M inisters or senior m i l itary 
off icers . Perhaps there was 
such a group . . .  Yerhaps there 



Th e a r g u m e n t  a b o u t  M a� e s t i c  i s  n o t a b o u t 

s o m e  a r c a n e , b a c k - r o o m  g r o u p  o f  d e d i c a t e d  

b o f f i n s  � h o  a r e  b e a r i n g ,  i n  l o n e l y  

i s o l a t i o n ,  t h e i r  t e r r i f y i n g k n o w l e d g e  

o f  e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n 

i n  h u m a n a f f a i r s 

still is <though one wou ld 
like to know how it gets its 
funding , by what secret hand­
shake it keeps in touch , and 
what it expects to ach ieve in 
the absence of any attachment 
to the government machine ) . 

But this is not the point . The 
argument about Majestic is an 
argument , not about some 
arcane , back- room group of 
dedicated boff ins who are 
bearing , in lonely isolat ion ,  
their terrifying Rnow ledge of 
extraterrestrial intervent ion 
in human affairs , but about 
the existence of a very senior 
governmental comm ittee 
enqu ir ing , w ith Pres ident ial 
approval , into crashed hard­
ware and biological rema ins of 
a tang ible and sensat ional 
character . It is this which I 
am taking leave to doubt . 

After I left the VCAS 's off ice 
my career brought me in touch 
from time to time w ith the 
UFO question . There is l ittle 
to a<id to the information 
which I have already given to 
Timothy Good , and which he 
records in A TS. Nor is this 
the right place in which to 
defend ( if that is the right 
word ) the re lative lack of 
excitement in the MOD during 
the 1 95 Os , the 196 Os and the 
1970s <up to my own retire­
ment in 1977 ) about a range 
of phenomena which has often 
greatly over-excited others . 

I think there are good reasons 
for this 'neglect ' and I 
believe they te ll us something 
about the real nature of the 
phenomenon itself . At a 
convenient moment I shall be 
glad to dep loy my reasoning in 
full . In the meant ime , if any 
'defence ' is needed of the past 
'inaction ' of the Ministry of 
Defence , I believe that even 
Lord H ill-Norton , Chief of the 
Defence Staff in the early 
1970s , would be the first to 
agree that he stands in the 
same white sheet as others 
who were serving at that t ime . 

After so much scepticism I owe 
myself and Xagonia at least 
tile frisson of some tentative 
belief . I would not be troubl­
ing to cast my pennyworth of 
doubt in to the current debate 
about the Majestic papers , if I 

did not bel ieve that the 'UFO 
phenomenon ' ,  that unassai lable 
res i.due of human experience , 
contained someth ing both real 
and potent ial ly important . 

·Here are some 'pointers 

I am conv inced that there is a 
degree of official 'flannel ' in 
the responses which the MOD 
gives to enqu iries from the 
public . This may be no more 
than a weary self-defence 
aga inst what is poss ibly seen 
as eccentric ity on the part of 
pers istent enqu irers . ( I  was 
somet imes , myself , driven to 
?Oli te evas ion -- in respond­
Ing , for examp le ,  to members 
of · the public who were 
offering us exc lus ive ri�hts 
in perpetual motion devices 
for the propu ls ion of aircraft 
or in lighter- than-air mater­
ials whiCh could be expected 
to repel grav ity . ) But I think 
I detect sometliing more . Some 
of the ev idence for this view 
is given on pp . 86 and 87 of 
A TS and in tlie Afterward to a 
piece of f iction which I 
published in 1985 .4 It looks 
to me as though THEY are 
h iding something -- though it 
may oe no more than bew i1.der­
ment . This should encourage 
the bew ildered rest of us . 

I am also quite pre�ared to 
bel ieve , w itli the ed1tors of 
Quest, that some s ightings of 
strange objects are the 
outcome of Defence act ivities 
themselves -- perhaps of an 
even weirder cnaracter than 
the fertile Quest imagination 
supposes . 

But none of this g ives any 
support to the ETH or to MJ-
12 . Quite the can trary . If 
governments real ly had 
tangible evidence of extra­
terrestrial visitat ion , dating 
from 40 years ago ,  officials 
would hardly be wasting their 
t ime in questioning members of 
the publlc about whether an 
unidentified s ighting had 
occurred in the v icinity of 
'telephone or h igh-voltage 
lines ; reservoir , lake or dam ; 
swamp or marsh" ; river ; high 
buildings , tall  chimneys . . .  
airfields . . .  generating p lant , 
etc . ,  etc . <p . 454 of ATS. ) 

But the 'UFO phenomenon ' does 
not stand or fall with the 

13 
ETH . Nor shou ld ufalagy cease 
if the MJ- 12 papers turn aut 
to be a chimera . We shall be 
left w ith a very persistent 
range of strange occurrences 
which even the 1lOD now shows 
s igns of uneas ily recogn is ing . 
Ana ,· thanks to T im othy Gaoa , 
we now have the facs im i les of 
a number of  interest ing ·docu­
ments , some of w h ich nave a 
look of authenticity , and a 
few of which suggest different 
interpretations !ram those we 
have become accustomed to . 

For example , a carefu l reading 
of that remarkable Canadian 
memorandum prepared in Novem­
ber 1 9 5 0  by Vl i lbert Sm ith <pp . 
46 0-462 of A TS> does not 
suggest to me that it provides 
any ev idence at all  for the 
ex istence of crashed saucers . 
What it does do is to g ive 
further support to the ev id­
ence prov ided by Good and 
others for keen American 
interest in , and alarm about , 
the saucer scare of that era . 
And it contains one sentence 
of great interest : .. . . . .  the 
United States author ities are 
investigating along quite a 
number of lines wllicli m ight 
possibly be related to the 
saucers such as mental 
phenomena . . .  " 

The implications are worth 
cons idering . 11Qu i te a number 
of lines" suggests a baf fled 
look at several guesses a bout 
the nature of a disturbing 
phenomenon ; it does nol; 
suggest an enquiry into th� 
known fact of a crashea 
vehicle . And 'mental phenomena ' 
twangs at least a nerve or two 
of my own with the intimation 
that some Americans had 
a lready , by 1 95 0 , detected a 
weirdness In UFO events which 
was unlikely to yield to 
treatment by the established 
phys ical sciences . 

It is along that path that I 
suspect we shou ld now be 
treading , rather than in 
pursuit of anything so down­
to-earth as a grounded saucer . 
As Marcellus says of Horatio 's 
somewhat heavyhanded approach 
to the ghost of Kam let 's 
father : 'We do it wrong , being 
so majest ical ' .  5 • • •  

NOTES 

1 ,  lfagonia 28 , pp , 1 0- 1 2 .  2 ,  Berry , 
Adrian ; The Spec ta tor, I August 1 987 , 3 ,  
Stacy and others give the oate of this 
memorandu; as 1 4  July 1 954 , The facsimile 
reproduced in �ues�1 Vol . 7 ,  No , 4 , shows 
1 3  July 1 954 , 4 , Noyes , Ralph ; A Secret 
Property , Quartet Books ,  1 985 , 5 .  
Shakespeare , Williaa ; Haalet , Act I ,  
Scene 1 ,  line 1 45 ,  
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A SCEP T I C  WR I TES , I I 

Dear Ed itors, 

I fee l I raust respond to • The 
Astronom ical  M irage Hypothe­
s is • by Steuart Caa1pbe l l  in  
your 1 ssue number 27 , It  
stretches the M i rage Hypothe­
sis  f ar beyond what can be 
supported by the sc ienc e of  
�eteor o l og i ca l  opt i cs, let  
a l one by  common sense , 

Campbel l ' s  genera l  comaents in  
the f irst part ' The m iraq_e ' ,  
are  reasonab ly correct , lut 
lfhen he gets into the second 
part ' UFO  reports exp l a ined as 
1 irages ' ,  I shou ld rather 
bel ieve Ada1sk i ' s yarns about 
the Venusi ans than 'lfhat 
Campbel l  c la i ras ,  

The Mst obv ious p roble• w i th 
Campbe l l ' s exp l anat ions is  
that sta r s  are not v is ib l e  in 
the d�yt i1e , pe r i od , As a ver y  
exper 1 enc ed amateur as tronoa­
lcal  observer, I can sta te 
f rom persona l exper ience that  
11h i le  Venus c an not infrequ­
ently be seen in f u l l day l ight 
( though it is never consp t c ­
uous ) ,  and Jup iter can be just 
11arginal1y v is ib l e  when the 
sun is l o� in the sky ( as Hars 
11us t a 1 so be when it becoaes 
as br ight as Jup iter ) ,  f a inter  
obj ects are  never vis ib l e  to 
the una ided eye when the sun 
is above the ho r i zon , I f  you 
doubt th is j us t  ask any 
p r o f essional as t ronome r , 

Campbe l l  �oul d  have us be l ieve 
that the Zamorra case , the 
Great Fa l ls f i l a ,  the Treaon­
ton fi l m ,  and others were 
c aused �hen stars were s i ghted 
i n  f u l l day l igh t ! The T r i ndade 
f i lm is supposed by h it to 
show a m i rage of Jup iter i n  
day l i ght ; he f a i ls t o  under­
stand that; even i f  such a 
thing cou 1 d  happen , the 
sur f a ce  br ightness of the 
I'Q i r age woul d  be far less than 
that of the obj ec t caus ing it 
because the l ight is d i f f used 
ouhard ,  renderi ng the object 
even less v i s i b l e  in day l i ght 
than it  �ou ld be bef o re ,  

Campbe l l c l a i 11s that J imray 
Carter ' s UFO 111as Alta ir, not 
Venus , A l ta ir, however, was 
not even v i s i ble at the t i rae ;  
he ;ust be us ing the i ncorrect 
date as o r i g ina i ly reca l led by 
Carter , no t as subsequentl y  
estab l 1shed by �r i tten rec­
ords ; th i s  is a l l  exp l a i ned i n  
MY book The liFO Verdi c t , I n  
any case , Venus was exact l y  
�here Carter says the UFO was , 
and near ly  f i ve 11agn itudes 
br ighter than Alta i r ,  

D i tto f o r h i s  c la ia that 
Antares mus t have been 
responsi b l e  fo r the H i l l  UFO 
inc ident , Not on l y  does he 
i gno re the pos i t i on of the 
a l leged UFO w i th r espec t to 
the �oon , as repor ted by Be tty  
H i l l ,  but he f a i ls t o  not i ce 
that Satur n and Jup ite r , both 
Muc h br igh ter than Antatres, 
raatch up per f ec t l y  w i th Betty 
H i l l ' s  repor ted ' star ' and 
' UFO ' , respect i ve l y , � i l l i aa 
G i l l ' s  f amous c lose encounter ,  
i n  wh i ch poss ib l e  a l i en 
contact was f oregone when they 
le ft  to go off to d i nner, 'ias 
sholfn by Ph i l l i p  J K l ass to 
aatch up very we l l  w i th the 
pos it ion of Venus , which is 
three aagnitudes br igh ter  than 
S ir i us, Cambe l l ' s candi date, 
wh i ch \fas nowhere near Venus , 

I c anno t understand why he 
says that Capta in Mante l l  d ied 
c has ing Jup iter  in  broad day­
l ight , I woul d  think that the 
c ase f o r  the Sk yhook ba l l oon 
has been we l l  enough es tab­
l i shed , To c l a i1 tnat Venus 
was respons ibl e  f o r  the New 
Zea l and f i l a  of Dec ember 1 978 , 
hours befor e  it had r isen is 
the he ight of i r respons ib i l -

ity ' 

I n  any c ase , one vi tal p iece 
of in f o r �a t 1 on m iss ing f roa 
th is p iec e ,  and f rot Camp­
be l l ' s hypo thes is i ng , is that 
mirages are never seen 1ore 
than hal f  a degree above the 
horizon, even under the aost 
unusua l  c i rcumstances , G i ven 
that obse rve rs on the g round 
can hard ly ever even see that 
c l ose to the hor i zon unless 

l ook ing over a l arge body of 
�ater , �e see how l ud i crous i t  
i s  t o  c l a i m  that w i despread 
m i r age s ight i ngs provide uthe u 
exp l anati on f or the UFO phen­
omenon , 

Anyone �ho asserts that an 
object  seen , or photographed, 
h igh in the sky is a m irage, 
1 s  woef u l l y  ignorant o f  the 
science of meteo r o l og i ca l  op­
tics .  See The na ture of L igh t 
and Color in the Open /Ur, by 
the Dutch astronoraer K , 
M i nnaert ( Dover Books, 1 954 ) 
f or an author itat i ve and easy­
to-understand d iscuss i on of 
such phenomena , The ca re less 
over-use of the ' m i r age' ex­
p l anat i on by so111e �ou ld-be 
s keptics can onl y  br ing d i s ­
cred it upon the honourab le  
narae o f  s kept ic ism , 

You r s  s i ncerely, 

Robert Sheaf fer, Mount Sereno, 
Ca l i f orn i a ,  

SCOTCH I NG THE ARGUMENT 

Dear John 

P r o f essor Dav i es ' s  recent 
article  on ba l l - l ightn ing in  
the Chr istmas i ssue o f  Ner 
Scient is t  �as a �aasterp iece o f  
enterta in ing but ser i ous spec­
u l at ion about a pheno11enon 
�h ich rema ins nea r ly as 
myster 1 ous as our UFOs ,  On 
2 1 st Janua ry Net� Scient i s t  gr inted a letter fro11 one 
�o� te�a r t  ( sic> Carapbe l l  �h i ch 
to ld I.JS that • ba l l  l ightni ng 
does not ex ist , A l r that 
ex ists are repor ts of ba l l  
1 ightni ng • . The tone seemed 
terr ibly  f ara i l i a r , , ,  

Wh i le ,  in  a desultor y  unner , 
I lfas try i ng to estab l ish that 
' Stewart \fas our o l d  fr i end 
' S teua r t • , Ne� Scientist  
printed an agreeab l t  tart 
com;ent by O r , stenhof f , 

May I sugges t that i n  the next 

issue o f  Hagonia you print a 
brief  announc ement to readers 
to the ef f ect : 

Steua r t  Campbell does not 
e�i s t .  �1 1 tha t exists are 
reports of a sol ipsistic  
Sco tsman 0111o passes by  the 
same or a s1milar  name. 

Pr omp ted by Pau l  Oavies ' s  
a r t, ic le, l ' Ye now unearthed a 
p l e tho r a o f  i n te r e s t ing art i C ­
l es on ba l l  l ightning pub l i sn­
ed by Na ture over the pas t 
c oup le o f  decades , The range 
aM ingenu i ty of the hypo th­
eses rem 1nds one somber ly of 
a l l  the ink and b lood 'llh ich 
have been sp i lt in the cause 
of u f o l ogy , And they too have 
the ir S ,  Campbe l l s , In Na ture 
Vo l , 230 of 1 9  M a r ch l 97 i , one 
Edward Argyle , � r l t ing from 
the Dom 1n 1 on Raa 1 o  Observatory 
in  Bri t i sh C o l umb 1 a , d 1 scusses 
' Ba l l  L i�h t n i ng as an opti C a l  
I l lus 1 o n  , The ease 'll i th wh l c h  
he d 1 s rn 1 sses reports o f  
ex p los ive damage , odours of  
su l phu r o r  ozone , accomr any l ng 
sounds and occ as 1 ona l ong 
du r a t i on ,  1 s  a t nbute to the 
i mag 1 na t 1 ve 1n·�enu ny of the 
H igner Scep t i C i sm , To�ards the 
en a he says : • There are a f elf 
reports wh l C h  ind H a te tne 
rel ease of l arge amounts of  
energy . .  , [ Ho�Never 1 1 f ba l i  
1 i ghtmng 1s an optica l 
i l lusi on it 'll i l l  be necessary 
to ca tegor ise this  and s 1 m 1 iar 
reports as unre l i able , "  

Is Ed�ard Ar gy le o f  Scott 1 sh 
descent? I as1 11yse l f , I f  so , 
lfhat is i t  about the Sco ts  
�h l C h c auses them to f ind no  
po 1nt of stao le equ i l ibr 1 u� 
between the Second S ight of 
the H 1gh l ands and the prepos t­
erous Emp i r i c i s ;  of Dav id 
Huae's Ed inourgh? 

Y ours 

Ra l ph Noyes , London SW 3 ,  

Tha t 's enough 11i rages, Ed, 

Sti l l  ava i l ab l e , but se l l ing f ast , N i ge l  Watson ' s  

P HANTO M AE RIAL F LAP S & WAV E S  
1 8 3 0  - 1 9 4 7  

A summary of all pre- 194'7 UFO , airship and 
phantom aircraft waves , with extensive 

bibliographies . 

"An invaluable reference booklet which should 
be part of every ufologists collection". 

UFO Br igantia . 
"This new booklet ca.n only be called 

indispensible, l111d at the price is a bargain " 
Northern UFO News . 

Just £ 1 , 1 5 ,  post pa id, frora /fagonia, John Oee Cot tage, 
/'for t 1aJ:e Churchyard, [ondon SV/4 8H8, 

o r  u n c r o 5 s e d  P05 . 



S I DER , Jean , L 'Airship de 189� P r ivate ly  pub , , ava i l ab l e  f r oa ; 
M ,  Henr i Scor naux , 55 rue des Cu l t i va teur s ,  B 1 040 , B russe l s ,  
Be l g i um , 8 1 5  Be l g i an F ranc s ,  1 987 , 

Much of the specu lat ion about phanto1 a i rsh i ps - and i n  
par t i cu l a r  about the Aae r i c an 1 896-97 s ca re  - was gene rated 
be f ore muc h of the i nf orma t i on was extrac ted f ro• o l d  newspape r 
f i les , As a consequence r athe r s i 11p l i s t i c  i deas about these 
phanto;s be ing UFOs in  a s l i ght ly  d i f f e rent  su i ts have been 
repea ted , 

The landmark work  on the Ame r i c an s ca re  < as 11e l l  as be i ng an 
essen t 1 a l  re f erence f o r  uny other a i rsh i p  s cares ) i s  tdd i e  
Bu l l ard ' s  Airship File, Jean S i de r  • s  wor k  can be seen as a 
handy gu ide to the s ca re  f o r  those who can read Frenc h ,  I t  
deta 1 ls and g i ves use f u l  r e f erenc es t o  the 1a j o r  s i ght i ngs , I n  
add i t ion , the re  are seve r a l  i l l us t r a t i ons o f  the fhanto1 and 
iaag i nary a i rsh i p  des i gns , p l us reproduc t ions o newspaper 
s to r i es ,  Whereas Bu l l ard ' s F1 le serves to p rov ide the p r 11ary  
sour c es of in f orma t i on , S i de r  at teapts  to tak e sense of  i t ,  He  
look s at such  exp lanat i ons as the  1 nventor  theory ; o r  that  i t  
was caused by psy cho l og i c a l  and/o r  na tu r a l  phenoaena , � y  F r en c h  
is a s  he l p fu l  as a wooden l e g  i n  a chorus l i ne b u t  I get the 
i tpress ion tha t S i de r  be l ieves tha t  th i s  wave st i l l  poses aany 
ques t ions and that there i s  no s imp le  answer  or  set  o f  ans�er s ,  

Jean S i de r  has spent a c ons i de r ab l e  aaount o f  t i ae and e f f o r t  
o n  th i s  f roj ec t and i t  wou l d  b e  great  t o  see a n  Eng l i sh 
vers �on o i t ,  I t  is a t  f i r s t  s ight  surp r i s i ng tha t no s im i l a r  
Ame r 1 can work  has been p roduc ed espec i a l l y  s 1nce  ther e  i s  not 
the prob leM of t rans la t 1on i nvo lved , Though if we r eaember that 
Edgar A lan  Poe did i nsp i r e  Ju l es Ver ne to wr i te his v i s ions o f  
f �n�as t i c  f ly i ng aach i nes , then . i t is � ight that the Aae r i can 
v 1 s 1ons they hel ped to p roduce  1 n  rea l l ty shou l d  interest  the 
Frenc h ,  Nigel �a tson 

EVANS , H i l ary , 6ods, �pi ri ts, 
Cosmic 6uardians,' a compara ­
tive study of the encounter 
experience, Aqua r i an  P ress , 
1 987 , £7 , 99 ,  

I n  h i s  seque l t o  Visions, 
nppari tions, Alien Visi tors 
H i l ary Evans exat i nes the 
wor ld of the contac tee -
whether w i th the rea l t  of  
sp i r i ts ,  re l i g i ous f igures 
such as the BV� , or UFO ent­
i t ies , As t igh t  b e  expec ted , 
he hand les tnese exper iences 
c r i t i c a l ly but sympathe t i c ­
a l l y ,  

c hron i c  o r  a n  acute need o f  
the per c i p i ent , T h i s  of ten  i n­
vol ves draaas of suf f er i ng and 
r eb i r t h ;  the contac t • ent i ty ' 
becoaes an autho r i ty f igur e ,  
through wh i ch  the low ly  c an  
g i ve vo i c e  to the i r  concerns , 

I t  may be argued that the 
author adopt s  too i nd i v i du a l ­
i s t i c  a stanc e at t iaes , I n  
many cases i t  cou l d  be demons­
t rated that the perc i p i en t  
appears  to b e  the vo i c e  o f  the 
coa1un i ty ,  par t i cu l a r l y  in the 
c ase  of ' re l i g i ous v i s i tat­
i ons • ,  

The encounter exper ience I u sure that H i l a ry  i s  r ight 
Evans arguesJ i s  best regar ded in r e j ec t i ng l i te r a l l s t i c  i n t ­
a s  a psyc hoar araa , p roduc ed by erpretat i ons of encounter s ; 
an unconsc ious pa r t  of the symbo l i sm is a l �ays c u l tu ra l ly 
ra i nd ,  wh i c h  ans�ers  e i ther a based - - a po i n t  wh i c h · c ou ld  

. W I LSON , I an ,  The After Oea th 
Exper fence, S i dg w ic k  and 
Jac k son , 1 987 , £ 1 2 , 95 ,  

T h i s  i s ,  to put i t  a i l d l y �,. a 
s c h i zophren i c  book , 1 he 
ear l i e r  c hapters  exaa i ne c r i t­
i ca l ly t and l a rge ly  d i sm i s s , 
the c la 1 1s of r e i nc ar nat i o n  
a n d  aedi uash i p  as  ev idence f o r  
sur v i va l , I n  the course o f  
th i s  W i l son conv i nc i ng ly  expo­
ses the late  Oorothy S tokes as 
a f raud , Howeve r , the gene r a l  
d i s cuss i on of aed i uasn i p  i s  
very super f i c i a l  and i tportant  
top 1 c s  such as the  • Cross  
Cor respondences • a re  not even 
��ent ioned , 

Sudden l y ,  on cora i  ng to spont­
aneous cases , death-bed v t s i t­
at ions and and nea r death  
exper i ences , th i s  we l come 
c r i t i c a l  sp i r i t  van i shes and 
is rep l aced by a wi 11 i ngness  
to take  at f a ce  va lue al11ost  
any  anecdote to l d  b y  Kub le r­
Ros s , Moody , R i ng ,  Sabot and 
even Ra� l i ngs , who i s  gener a l­
ly d i s counted by o tner re­
sea r c he r s , Ear l y  in the book 
W i l son d i sm i sses the c la ims of 
Ian Stevenson , bec ause h i s  
case  co l lec to r s  a r e  devout 
H i ndus and Buddh i s t s , No suc h  
r eservat ions a re  a l l owed t o  
i n t rude i nto h i s  ac cep tance o f  
the c l a i �s of ' devout 
Chr 1 s t i an '  Raw l i ngs , 

Ther e  is in th i s  sec t ion a 
f a i r  degree o f  ha l f - truth , 
evas ion and c over -up , Reader s  
a r e  un l i k e l y  t o  r ea l i s e  tha t  
near dea th expe r i ences < NDE • s )  
oc cur  on ly  to a m i no r i ty o f  
c a rd i ac -ar r es tees , The re  i s  a 
cons i s tent a t tempt to a i n i a i s e  
t h e  i dent i ty bet�een NDE ' s  and 
othe r out-of -body expe r i en ces , 
and henc e to d i sa 1 ss  Susan  
B l ac k rao r e ' s  sub j ec t i v i s t  f ind­
i ngs ( s im i la r  f ind i ngs by 
Cel i a  G reen and Harvey I rw i n  

have been eaphas i sed  s t i l l  
s t ronger had v i s i onary  expe r i ­
enc es i n  non-Wes te r n  c u l tu r es 
been cons ide red , 

I t  raay a lso have he l ped h i s  
case  t o  have noted soae o f  the 
Ror e  modern  l i terature  wh i ch 
bac k s  h i m  up ( the 11orks  of  
Peter  "cKel l e r , f or exaap l e }

{ and to have avo i ded so1e o 
the o l d  work s  on psycho l ogy , 

However ,  these a re  sta l l qui b­
b l es i n  th i s  exc e l l en t  a tteapt 
to l i nk f i e lds whose adherents 
r a r e l y  co-operate , wh i ch is  
p roduced a t  a p r i c e  1os t 
peop le  c an a f f or d  < un l i ke  aany 
o the r r ec ent  pub l i c a t i ons i n  
our f ie l ds ) ,  A raus t f o r  a l l  
/'fagonia reade r s , 

P, Hogerson, 

15 
a re  a l so i gnored ) , W i l son is  
a l so keen to i gnore ' unac cept­
ab l e '  aspe c ts o f  the  NDE , such  
as  the  p rophec ies  of  the  end  
of the wor ld  i n  Apr i l  1 988 , or 
the ' tastery  of  l i f e  and 
death ' ,  The T i be tan Book of  
the Dead i s  quoted , w i thout i t  
be i ng po i nted out that th i s  
work regards the NDE sc enes o f  
parad i se and he l l  a s  de lus­
l ona l ha l l uc i na t i ons to be 
seen through , 

Noth i ng is a l lowed to i n t rude 
tha t cha l l enges the v i ew that 
surv ival  occurs  and takes the 
f orm  of  a r ea l - t i me , quas i ­
phys i c a l  ex i s tence  i n  soae 
quas i-ob j e c t i ve r ea l m ,  As an 
i nteres t i ng as i de , the notor­
ious earthl i gh t s  are  sugges ted 
to be human sou l s , 

The book ends w i th po lera i cs 
aga inst  abo r t ion  and organ 
tr ansp l ants , The cyn i c  a i gh t  
b e  l e d  to suggest tnat 
W i l son ' s  c ondemnat 1 on of r e i n­
c a r nat ion and aedi umsh i p ,  and 
his app rova l o f  san i t i sed 
accounts o f  NQE ' s ,  i s  s imp ly a 
r e f lec t ion o f  the Roaan 
Catho l i c par ty- l i ne on these 
top i c s , as opposed to genu i ne 
enqu i r y ,  Peter Hogerson 

COUTT I E  Bob , Forbidden Knor­
ledge; the paranor;al  paradox , 
Lut �erwor th Press  1 988 , £9 , 95 ,  

To get one th i ng out of the 
'iay i mmed i a te l y ; l.hi s  i s  p r ob­
ab l y  the wor s t  proof - r ead 
p r o f ess iona l l y  pub l ished book 
1 have ever co;e ac ross , There  
seems to  be a aa jo r  bug i n  
Lut te r wo r th ' s  computer type­
set t i ng program , I t  is a t n b­
ute to the author that i t  d i d  
n o t  d isturb  a y  enj oy1ent o f  
the book too muc h ,  a l though 
one or  t'io sentences a re  
sc ramb l ed beyond mean i ng ,  

Bob Cou t t i e  onc e d i d  con j our­
i ng t r i c k s  on r ad i o ,  an  act  
wh 1 c h  seems qu i te enough o f  a 
paranorma l par adox in i tse i f ,  
L i k e  aany s tage aag i c  i ans 
i n c lud i ng Jaaes ' The Raus i ng 1 
Rand i , he f inds h i 1sert 
draw i ng broadl y  s c ep t i c  con­
c lus ions about the 11ho le  ga1ut 
of parano r ma l phenomena , Th i s  
book , based on h i s  r ad i o  
ser i es l ooks  a t  such top i cs 
and persona l i t i es as U r i 
Se l le r , Oor i s  S tokes)  ast ro l o­
gy and dows i ng ,  H e  1 s  not too 
1 mp ressed w i th any of these , 
and the f i r s t  p a r t  of  h i s  book 
prov ides a c r i t i c a l  demo l i t i on 
of so111e f am i l i a r sub j ec ts , 
"uc h  of th i s  w i l l  be f aa i l i a r  
to  !fagonia r eaders  1 par t i cu­
la r ly  some of �he ear l y  
psyc h i c  r esea r c h  exposes , on  
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11 h i c h  I th i nk he  spends t oo 
rtuch  t i me ,  

Ho�eve r  th i s  i s  a l l  t reated i n  
a r e f resh i ng �anne r , Cout t i e  
:nanages t o  avo i d the sma r tass 
· yn i c i s� tha t mars �uch  of  
CJ I COP ' s  outpu t , I f ee l  tha t 
the au thor ' s  s c e p t i c i s m  i s  the 
resu l t  of a pa i n f u l  p r o c ess of 
d i s i l l us i onmen t ,  r athe r than 
an a r b i t r a r i l y adop ted pose , 
�hen he d i s c ov e r s  Ge l l e r  f ak ­
i ng a n  e f f e c t  h i s  reac t i on i s  
one o f  d i sappo i nment r ather 
than t r i umpha l g l ee ,  

I t  i s  the th i rd pa r t  o f  the 
book ' Towards an An th ropo l ogy 
of the Parano r ma l ' ,  wh i ch I 
th i nk lfagonia r eade rs � i l l  
f i nd ;os t i nteres t i ng ,  He 
c omes to the very Magon i an 
c o n c l u s i on tha t perhaps the 
�os t i mpor tant  th i ng abou t the 
par ano r ma l is not �he ther i t  
i s  ' t r ue ' o r  ' f a  1 se ' - a 
hund r ed yea rs  of resea r c h  and 
expe r i ment  have not c onv i nc ed 
the doub ters  or de f eated the 
bel i evers , nor does it seem 
l i k e l y  the next hundred  w i l l  -
but  �ha t  i t  11eans 1 n  soc i a l  
te r a'ls , Pe rhaps the k erne l  o f  
the book i s  t h e  sho r t  - three 
page - chapter  · �adness L "yst­
i c s  and Shamans ' - i n  wn i c h he 
o f f e r s  a soc i a l  context f or 
paranor"a l pheno11ena , I n  the 
f o l lt J11 i i1g c hapte r , ' The E v i d­
enc e of ExQe r i en c e ' he 
d i s c usses wha t Peter  Roge rson 
has ter med ' r adi c a l  a i spe r c ep­
t i on ' , He conc l udes w i th a 
sentenc e wh i c h  cou l d  b e  
!fagonia ' s  c redo : 

• Jus t as i t  has been. by and 
l a rge a f a i lur e of  par apsyc ho­
logy tha t i t  has not exam i ned 
the soc i a l  c ontext  of  the 
psyc h i c  and the psy ch i c exper­
i enc e ,  so i t  �ou l d  be a l so a 
f a i l u r e  i f  one l ooked at the 
soc i a l  c ontext  � i thout c ons i d­
e r i ng the i nd i v idua l ' s  
expe r i en c es and the nature o f  
per c ep t  ion , • An  i 11por tant and 
enter ta i n i ng book , John Ni11er 

Pope Joan and her lover  i n  He l l  f rom John Wo l f i us ' s  
L ec t ionum l1e11orabiliu1, 1 6 7 1 , 

PARDOE1 Roseraa r y  and Oar  r o l l , The fesa.Je Pope,' the 1ystery o f  
f'ope Joan, Crucibl e, 1988, £8, 95, 

Rose11a ry f'ardoe, edi tor of 6hos ts J Scholars, and f o r 11e r  ed i tor  
o f  Vark, and her husband \ have w r i t ten a f as c i na t i ng h i s tor i c a l  
s tudy o f  the s t r ange ta 1 e  o f  Pope Joan the l egendary  n i nth­
( o r �as it  e l eventh- ) c entu r y  pont i f f ,  wAo �as d i s c ove red to be  
a voaan �hen  she  r a the r erab a r ass i ng l y  gave  b i r th to a c h i l d  i n  
the 1 idd l e  o f  a papa l p r oc ess ion , 

I s  the re  any t ru th i n  th i s  s to r y ?  I s  there  any h i s tor i c a l  event 
on wh i c h it  t i ght  have been based? The autho rs l ead us o f f on a 
llarve l l ous dete c t i ve s to r y  where  c l ues and r ed-he r n ngs a r e  
s t rewn as th i c k l y  a s  anyone c ou l d  w i sh , 

The t r a i l  l eads f r ora the � i dd l e-Ages to the p resent day , We  
f i nd Pope Joan be 1 ng v i l i f i ed by P ro testant r e f or11e rs  as the 
Whore  o f  Baby l on , p r esented  by f e1 i n i s ts as  a persec uted v i c t i m  
o f  a pat r i a r c ha l  soc i e t y ; w e  see Joan i n  legend and in f i c t ion , 
And throughou t the t e l l i ng o f  i t  the re i s  tne autho r s ' raet i cu­
lous h i s to r i c a l  r esear c h :  the sou r c es c onsu l ted detons t r ate  a 
dep th of s c ho l a r sh i p  tha t i s  i mp ress 1ve  even araongs t  students 
of  � R James ! 

Rev i ew i ng ear l i er t i t l es i n  the C ru c i b l e  ser ies  ( f r om 
Thorson ' s ) ,  Roger  Sande l l  c ommented that they treat " sub j ec ts 
obs c ured by dub i ous c l a ims  � 1 th s c ep t i c i sm and s c ho l arsh iy wh i l e at the sa1ae t i me r ema i n i ng sens i t i ve to the i r  appea l , 
T h i s  t i t l e c ont i nues tha t t r ad i t ion  sp l e nd i d l y ,  John Rii1Mer 

sp lend i d !  y gor y  deta i 1 ,  I n  
modern  a c c ounts the j udgment 
o f  deeds is t rans fo r �ed i n t o  a 

ZALESK I ,  Caro l , Otherror id non- j udgemen t a l  l i f e  r ev i ew . 
Journeys; acount s  of near­
dea th experience in Medieval 
and 1odern t imes. Oxf or d  
U n i ve rs i ty P ress , 1 987 , £ 1 5 , 00 

Za l esk i a rgues tha t the 
approa ches both o f  be l i evers  -
na ive  l i te ra l i sm , and the 
s c ep t i c s  - dogged r educ t i on i sm 
- m i s s  the po i n t , The rea l 
s i gn i f i c ance  of these r epor ted 
exp e r i en ces  i s  tha t they a r e  
nar r a t i ves , possess i ng a 
de f i n i te s t r uc ture , For  exa•­
p l e ,  the 1ed i eva l c onve r s ion  
t a l es o f  s i nners  t r ans f o r med 
to peni tents a r e  p a r a l l ed by  
�ode rn  c onve r s ion  ta les  f roa 
' s c ep t i c ' to ' be l iever ' .  W r i t­
ers  l i k e  R i ng and Saboa a r e  
a l so pa r t  o f  the na r r a t i ve 
s t ru c tu r e ,  wh i c h i s  a i raed a t  
i ns t ru c t i on , enc our agement and 
c onso l a t i on , 

An exc e l l en t  c o111par  i son of  
1oder n  NOEs and those of  ear l y  
and aed i eva l Chr i s t ian i ty ,  
Z a l esk i po i nt s  out the 
s h l i l a r i t i es : the pano r a;a of 
the body , the encounter  w i th 
supe r na tu r a l  be i ngs , the 
j ou r ney to the garden of  
b l i ssm the r e tu r n , the f in a l  
i ne f f a6 l e  r e ve l a t i on , B u t  gone 
f rom �ode r n  a c c ounts is  the 
b i f u r c a t i on of paths one 
l ead i ng to he l l ,  des c r ibed i n  

L i k e  UFO abduc tees , 1ed i ev a l  
r e turnees have o l d  s c a r s  
hea l ed and ne� ones i �p r i nted , 
S t  Fursa bore  a pe rmanent  bur n  
aark  on h i s  j aw and shoul de r  
f ro11 a f l ara i nq sou l f lung a t  
h i m  b y  a demon1 The r e  a r e  a l so  
the  psycho l og i c a l  s t i gaa ta  
c ora; on to bo th  c lasses  o f  
expe r i enc e :  l oss  of  me11or y  or  
the  power  of  speec h ,  o r  the 
possess i on of w i l d  t a l en t s , 
O ther f aa i l i a r  1ot i f s  o c c u r : 
K n i ght  O�en , i n  S t  P a t r i c k  ' s  
Purgato r y  encounte rs  t h e  rooa 
�uc fi l a rge r  on the i ns i de than 
it  i s  on the outs ide , 

Z a l esk i r e j e c ts the c l a i m  tha t 
11ode rn  nea r-dea th expe r i ences  

are  f re e  o f  c u l tu r a l  i n f  l uen­
c es , Th i s  c l a i m ,  she f e e l s , 
r e f l e c ts t h r ee p r e j ud i c es :  
tha t ' my th '  i s  equ i va l ent  to 
f a l sehood ; l i be r a t 1 on f rom the 
body is equ i va l ent  to l i be r at­
i on f r om c u l tur a l  i n f l uenc es ; 
and assump t i ons abou t the 
' r a t i ona l i s t ' na tu re  o f  pos t­
en l  i gh tent�en t  soc i e ty , C l a i ms 
o f  p r i o r  s c ep t i c i s� ,  she f e e l s  
a r e  of t e n  i nd i c a t i ons o f sk i n­
deep a t t i tudes wh i c h  a re  soon 
shak en under s t r ess , 

The med i eva l near-death expe r­
i en c e  r e f  l e e  t ed  the harsh , 
h i e rar c h i c a l  va l ues o f  tha t 
soc i e ty , �h i l s t  the mode r n  NDE 
p r esents a demo c r a t i c  par ad i se 
s t rong l y  i n f l ue n c ed b y  n i ne­
teentn  c en tu ry  sp i r i tua l i sm , 

Za l esk i s ug·�ests  that the ho 
v i e'!Js of  the near -death 
exper i enc e ,  e i the r as be i n� 
gene r a ted by an ama l gaM o t  
phys i o- l og i c a l , psycho l og i c a l  
and c u l tu r a l i n f l uenc es , o r  as 
a r eve l a t i on of  the tr ans­
c endent ,  are by no aeans 
autua l l y exc l us i ve , Rathe r the 
exper i en c e  c an be seen as 
e l eMents of sensa t i on , pe r c ep­
t ion , l anguage , 11esor y ,  e t c . , 
f o r ged together a i nto one • by 
huMan i ty ' s r e l i gi ous i mag i nat­
ion , A t te�p ts 1o i nves t i ga te 
the expe r i enc e ' s c i en t i f i c a l ­
ly ' b y  i so l a t i ng spec i f i c  
pa r ano rma l e l emen fs or p lay 
� i th s ta t i s t 1 c s ,  c an on l y  
f r us t r ate  t h e  a t temp t t o  t reat  
the  ' na r r a t i v e  as a 11ho l e '  as  
a l i v i ng syMbo l of the 
t r ansc endent  

Th i s  i s  not  on l y  the  bes t 
ava i l ab l e  �o r k  on the near­
dea th exper i enc e , but  a maj or  
cont r ibu t i on to our who l e  
f i e l d ,  Pe ter Rogerson 

INGL I S ,  Br i an , The Vnknorn 
6uest,' the mystery of intui t ­
ion, ( W i th Ruth  Wes t and the 
Koes t l er Found a t ion , )  Chat to & 
W i ndus , 1 987 , £ 1 2 , 95 ,  

We l l ,  i t  had t o  corae - a B r ian  
I ng l 1 s book �h i c h  ac tua l ly 
c onta i ns use f u l  i ns i ghts , I n  
th i s  c as e  i nto  the ' c rash ' o f  
i nsp i ra t i •Jn  �h i c h  c omes t o  
c reat i ve n i te r s  a n d  a r t i s ts , 
C l ear l y ,  I ng l i s l eans towards 
a supe r na tu ra l sty l e  of  exp­
lana t i o n ,  wh i c h is a ided by 
v i e� i ng i nsp i ra t i ona l ' h i ghs ' 
througn rose- c o l oured spec t­
ac l es , � i th no r e f e renc e to 
the savage depress ions wh i c h  
a c c ompany the m , Thus I ng l i s 
does not te l l  us that W i ns ton 
Chu r c h i l l ' s  ' unk nown gues t '  
wh i c h p r ot e c ted h i m  f rom 
dange r in h i gh moods , at othe r 
t i a1es  u r ·�ea h i ra to thro� 
h i mse l f  unde r  t r a ins ! P, N. 


