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THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING A UFOLOGIST 

Patrick 

Dear John: I just wanted to 
drop you a l ine to say how 
sorry I was to m iss a l l but 
the last afternoon of the 
Hagonia con feren ce. It was as 
i llum inat ing to see what A. N. 
Magon ia reader looked l ike as 
it was to hear the ta lks.  

However , I was d istu rbed by 
you r apparent ennui over 
ufo logy. 11Where's it a l l  go ing .. , 
you er ied, 11Shou l d  we pack it 
in?". No, no, I rep ly. You 
u fo Log ists f i L l  a un ique eco­
Log tea l n iche. If rou were to 
become ext inct, dread to 
th ink what far- reach ing con­
sequences m i ght occu r .  The 
eo l Lapse of the who le psycho­
log ical food cha in perhaps. Who 
then w i l l  attend to and 
nu rtu re that soc i a l • t im ina l 
zone' where myths unfo ld? 

I have someth ing not very 
coherent to say about th is, and 
s ince I 'm L u cky enou gh not to 

Harpur 

be an expert, I ' L L  say it 
<there! you see? who e lse am I 
go ing to wr ite to if Magonia 
goes to the wal l? ). 

Meheu st, Rogerson, et a l have 
po inted out the resemb Lance 
between the phys i ca l ordea ls 
of abductees and the in it­
iat ions of shamans.  Need we 
Look that far? The most 
important r ite of passage -
the puberty r ite has 
featu res wh i ch, if not 
un iversa l ,  are extreme ly 
common, viz, the cand idate is 
abrupt ly abdu cted from h is 
fam i ly, tr ibe, hab itat to an 
iso la ted l im ina l zone - a p lace 
of trans it ion such as a cave 
or a secret g lade in the 
forest or some • g rave' where he 
<or she) may be covered w ith 
brushwood. <Su ch p laces are 
l ike the caravans in the 
tra iler park at the edge of 
town: precar ious pockets of 
'hab itat' am idst the encroach-
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ing ' w  i. lderness' where B i g Feet 
<Foots? )  roam and UFOs f lash 
the i r  warn ing l i g h t s ). 

The abdu ctors often look 
iden t ica l ,  e. g .  wear i n g  masks 
w i t h  a lmond-shaped eyes and 
l i t t le s lo t s  for mou t hs.  They 
terr ify the eh i Ld. They torture 
h im w it h  c i r cumc is ion,  t a t t oo­
i n g ,  sca r if icat ion < i . e .  
scar r ing,  not scar ify ing!)  on 
h is pen is, face, chest, arms, 
head, etc.  They g ive h im a 
moment ou s  message - the t r ibal 
lore wh ich is vou chsafed to 
the <male) adults of the t r ibe 
alone. Su ch t reatment is not 
t he prerogat ive of shamans; it  
is  deemed necessar y  for 
everyone who has to forsake 
the ir ch ild ish status and enter 
the adu L t wor Ld. 

In contrast, we have to sh i ft 
for ourselves in the matter of 
puberty r ites. But it is 
d i ff icu lt to make that cru c ial 
trans it ion to g row u p  
w ithout a soc ial framework. 
Conf i rmat ion in. the Church of 
England is not as impress i ve 
as it m i g ht be <or once was). 
M oreover it can be a r g u ed that 
rat if i cat ion by soc tet y is not 
only des irable, but necessary -
because it is imposs i ble to be 
an adult w ithout soc iety's seal 
of approva L <the su c cessful 
tr i bal cand idate returns in 
t r iumph from h isordea L ,  bea r ing 
the v is i ble s i gns of h is new 
status as an adu l t ) . So,  r ites 
there have to be. If they 
weren't prov ided who knows 

what terr ib le in i t iat ions we 
may unw i t t ingly infl ict  on 
ou rselves? 

Many peop le manag e  by t hem­
se lves to make t ha t  t r ans i t ion , 
not conf ined to pu berty,  in the 
so l i  tu  de of whatever l im ina l 
zone t hey can f ind or 
cons t r u c t ,  where t he fam i l iar 
sudden l y  pu ts on i t s  st range , 
beau t iful, terr ify ing mask.  The 
scars t hey rece ive there are 
not v is ible, bu t are never­
the less rea l alt hou g h  I 
su spec t  that actuaL scars are 
a lways preferab le  becau se t hen 
there can be no dou b t  of 
real ity , just as we can m is t ake 
the cau se of pa in,  wh ile never 
be ing in dou bt abou t t he pa in 
itse lf (a scream is always 
i rredu c ible ) .  

If  we don't br ing to consc ious­
ness t he impo r t ance of mak ing 
the t rans i t Lon from ch ild to 
adu l t ,  we lay ourselves open to 
abdu c t  ton at a later date.  l f 
we do become con se ious, we are 
l iable to g row into ufo log ists 
<or worse ). In bot h  cases we 
are se i zed by UFOs. Perhaps 
con tactees en ter the i r  own 
psycho log ica l l im ina l zone 
wh i le ufo log ists, hav ing over­
come t hat hu rd le ,  enter the 
soc io log ica l l im ina l zone. 
E i t he r  way , UFOs wou ld seem to 
be t hemse lves the l im ina l 
zones between, on t he one hand, 
u s  and ou r h idden se l ves and, 
on t he other , bet ween us and 
what I sha l l  bold L y  ea l l  the 
wo rld. 

Whatever exper ience we have of 
UFOs, d i rect or ind i rect , the 
most we can hope for per haps 
is a se lf-knowledge.  And that's 
not a negl i g ible t h ing. Who bu t 
the ufo log ists,  a t  home i n  the 
l im ina l zone, can teach soc iety 
to g row up? The l ikes of 
Rogerson, contrary to all 
appearances, are the hu ge 
sasquatches that come in the 
n ight to shake the great 
tra iler of soc iety wh ile its 
occupants sleep bl ithely on . . .  
don't you th ink? 

Best W ishes Patrick. 

1 lie ore noppy to assure Pot rick, 
and our readers, thlJt tmy ennui ne 
ITiliY ho ve detected WlJS o consequence 
of post-Conference exhlJustion, which 
1185 rapidly replaced by o bold 
spirit of dr i ving optimism. Ed. 

Northern Echoes. by the deceptively 
huge sasquatch Peter Roger son, will 
be back next issue, along with 
readers letters <if we get any> and 
an extended book review feature. 
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Th is tit le  is taken from a 
Daily Mail prev iew of a te le-
v i sion documen tary abou t 
un ident i f ied fly ing objec ts 
<UFOs) and i t  re fers to t he UFO 
experts included in the pro­
gramme. Certa inly t here was a 
good deal of just if icat ion for 
su ch an at t i tude s ince the 
hour-long Out of this WorLd 
documentary, broadcast by the 
BBC on 10 May 1977, d id 
portray UFO exper t s  as harm­
less cranks. 

The very beg inn ing of it shows 
two men, 'Dud and Pet e', amb­
l in g  across f i e lds and h i l ls 
w i t h  wha t looks l ike a Bu ck 
Rogers ray gun.  The i r  b izarre 
search for UFOs w i t h  th is 
exot ic dev i.ce was used as the 
cover i l lustra t ion for that 
week's ed i t  ion of the Radio 
Times. 

By featur ing these two 
characters so strongly the 
aud ience was pr imed to expect 
a collect ion of nu t ters g iv ing 
vo ice to s illy bel iefs that do 
not conform to sc i en t if i c  
concepts, o r  even everyday 
not ions, of real i ty .  Th is tact i c  
was even more dev i.ou s  when we 
cons ider t hat  the majo r i t y of 
the UFO experts featu red in 
the rest of the prog ramme had 
never heard of 'Dud and Pet e • .  
Indeed, i t  is suspected that 
they were a ctors used to 
br ighten up t he open i n g  of the 
programme. 

As m i ght  be expected in a 
su bject area l ike UFOs t here 
are a fa ir number of pu b l ic ity 
seekers and/or peop le  who have 
very unusual po ints o f  v i ew. It  
is leg it imate to  feature them 
and Hu gh Bu rnet t 's documentary 
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We h e a r d  h o w  wi v e s  

and da u g h t e r s . 

co n v u l s ed wit h 

La u g ht e r .  

h a d r o lle d  

h e l ple s s ly o u t of 

t h e i r  c h a i r s 
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has no qualms in present ing 
the 'ho les in t h e  po les' 
hypothes is <wh i ch pos i t s  t ha t  
UFOs come from t h e  cen tre of 
the Ear t h) and t h e  a c t iv it ies 
of the quas i-rel i g ious Aet her­
iu s Soc iety.  

Unfortunate ly,  even if  t he 
vo ice-over nar r at i on expla ined 
that there are people who have 
carefu l l y and se ien t i f ica l ly 
exam ined the ev idence for UFOs 
the effects ·of the open ing 
sequence would st i Ll contam­
inate the v iewer 's  m ind. 

The edit o r  of what at that 
t ime was the world's most 
respected UFO jou rnal, Flying 
Saucer Review, certa inly felt 
that he had been 'sent up'.  I n  
h is capac i ty a s  Ed itor, Charles 
Bowen and two ed i tor i al con­
sultants, Gordon Cre i ghton and 
Jonathan Cap lan ,  were each 
interv iewed for an hou r .  They 
did not know wh ich par t s  of 
t hese interv iew s  would be used 
or the ir  context so t hey wer e  
understandably d istrau g h t  when: 
"We heard how w ives and 
dau gh ters , convulsed w ith 
lau ghter, had ro l led h e l p less ly 
ou t of the ir cha irs, and how 
others had, in d isgust, sw i t ch-

ed to anot her channel a fter 
suffer in� the f irst few m in­
u tes [of th i s  documen t ary]". 1 

Wha t made th ings worse was 
that t hey had reg arded Hu g h  
Burnet t a s  a ser ious produ cer, 
l ikely to present t h e  su bject 
in  a reasonable fash ion. Hav ing 
seen a prev iou s docu men t ary of 
h is on the Loch Ness Monster, 
t hey expected a s im ilarly 
thoug h t ful treatmen t. At a t ime 
when the texts of 39 UFO pro-
grammes broadcas t by Rad io 
France- I n ter were tran s l ated 
into Eng l i.sh2 and the Span ish 
a ir force was mak ing i t s  UFO 
f i les ava ilable, Charles Bow en 
suspected that the BBC 
<perhaps due to Government 
pressu r e )  was cover ing u p  the 
t ru t h  about UFOs. 

John R immer,  the ed itor of the 
st i l l-respectab le Hl.FOB jou rna l 
<now t it led Hag on ia) was more 
pragmat i c  about the programme. 
He observed that: 

"Telev i s ion is an enterta inment 
med ium and, sadly for us,  
nutters on h i  L l tops are far 
more enter ta in i n g  than 'ser i ou s  
research ' . . .  A s  far as t e  lev is ion 
is con cerned, ufo log y  is on a 
h id in g  to nowhere,  and it's 
because of showb i z, not s in is­
ter s ilencers !"3 Yet, the 
documentary d id seem to sta rt 
out as a ser ious attempt to 
exam ine the UFO s u bjec t .  Jenny 
Rand les ,  a UFO resea r cher and 
wr i ter, noted that: 

"My f i rst contact w i t h  Hu g h  
Bu rne t t  was i n  Ju ly 1976, when 
he first mooted the idea of 
the programme, hav ing had 
lunch w ith Char les Bowen and 
others at Flying Saucer Review. 
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S ince then we have been in 
constant commun teat ion unt i l 
. Late 1 9 7  6 (dur ing f i lm ing ) and 
on and off ever s ince.  Last 
summer he spent a few days in 
M anchester w ith Peter Wa r r ing­
ton and myse lf. We both found 
h im s incere, interested and 
ded i cated towards produc ing a 
stra i ght forward f i lm. 

"R ight unt i l screen ing I wou ld 
have been qu ite sure we wou ld 
be treated fa i r ly. On the 
Fr iday before transm iss i on I 
had a lon g  conve rsat ion w ith 
h im, and he was a b  le  to 
d iscuss very know ledgeab l y  
theor ies of UFO or i g in .  There 
is no doubt that he d id h i s 
homework .... 

The or i g ina l prog ramme was 
meant to be 45 m inutes long 
but it  was extended to 60 
m inutes. Rather than use th is  
t ime to inc lude interv i ews w ith 
two Amer ican UFO experts who 
were in Br ita in at that t ime:5 
or w ith the French M in ister of 
Defence who in the Rad i o  
France- I nter broadcasts had 
shown an interest in the sub­
ject, the programme preferred 
to concentrate on the mor e  
sensat iona l act iv it ies of the 
Aether ius Soc iety. Th is  cons is­
ted of the group's 'd i s c i p les' 
pray ing to a box on a h i l ltop. 
Rather than a s in ister cover­
up it seems that Hugh Burnet t 
needed to get away from 'ta l k­
ing heads'. The ant i cs of the 

• more sensat iona l groups he l ped 
l iven up the show even though 
it underm ined the very enter­
pr ise of exam in ing sens i b ly and 
rat ion a l ly a subject that has 
baff led thousands of peop l e  
s ince Wor ld War I I .  

The very t itle o f  the pro­
g ramme, Out of this WorLd, 
refer red more to the peo p l e  
featured in it rather than to 
UFOs and a l iens from 'out 
there'. 

The end resu lt of th i s  
prog ramme and many other s  l ike  
it, is  that anyone who is  at 
a l l  interested in pursu ing th is  
subject <or is a lready pursu ing 
it) is  branded by asso c i at ion 
and imp l teat ion with the 
' lunat i c  fr inge'. In add it i on, 
anyone who m ight see a strange 
object in the sky is  more 
l ike ly to refrain from 
report ing it for fear of 
r id i cu le.  

Rather than use r id icu l e  the 
BBC te lev is ion 

ab le to exp la in the UFO cases 
featured in the prog r amme. 

Th is t ime the producer, John 
Groom, seems to have had a 
b i gger b';ldget than Hugh 
Burnett s Lnce most of tne 
interv iews were shot in the 
USA. H is just if i cat i on for th is 
was that there are no UFO 
experts in Br ita in.  Befor e  its 
screen ing on the n i ght of 1 8  
October 1 98 2  i n  the Horizon 
ser ies, part of The Case of the 
l.FOs was seen by the Br it ish 
ufo log ist Pau l Devereux. He was 
not too impressed; he sa id 
that: 

" I  had a conversat ion w ith the 
producer, John Groom, and I am 
afra id it became a l itt le 
heated. He is an Oxbr idge Beeb 
type, very super tor, conf i dent 
that he a lone sees the who le 
UFO b i z c lear ly and when 
pushed fee ls ther e  is no 
object ive rea l ity to the UFO 
phenomenon but patron is ing ly 
th inks that the fact that many 
peop le  do th ink so is  of 
interest i tse l f. "6 
I n  the USA the documentary was 
re-ed ited under the superv is­
i on of a scept i.c and was 
br oadcast in the Nova ser i es 
s lot on the n i ght of 12 
October 1 98 2 .  
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Whether or not 

�e bel i.eve that 

UFOs and l i.tt le 

green men are 

vi.si.ti.ng our 

planet the 

treatment by 

the televi.si.on 

medi.um has 

been far from 

fai.r 
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I n  an art ic le in FLying Saucer 
Review Dr J A l l en Hynek pointed 
out that footage that tended 
to support the importance and 
va l id ity of UFO cases was 
g lossed over or tota l ly om it­
Eed.7 Certa in ly the Br it ish 
vers i on was s im i tar ly er it  i c­
i.sed for contain ing exp l an­
at ions and theor ies that 
ufo log ists were a l l  too we l l  
aware of.e 
Hynek stated that: 

next major 
documentary 
experts who 

on UFOs i n c l uded uwe need a documentary that 
were con f i dent ly fa i r ly presents the nature of 

the UFO phenomenon, its g loba l 
occur rence, and portrays the 
w itnesses as someth ing more 
than gu l l i b le foo ls;  a docu­
mentary that w i l l  exam ine what 
is observed, by whom, where, 
when, and wh i ch w i l l  pr esent 
fa i r ly, in the t ime a l lowed, a 
suff i c  tent number of cases, 
each representing hundreds of 
documented cases l ik e  i t. "7 

As far as know, no such 
documentary has been made. 
There are seve ra l reasons for 
th is.  In  terms of econom i cs it 
is hard for a producer to 
shoot mater ia l in severa l 
countr ies that m i ght g ive a 
fa i r  ind i cat ion of the g lo ba l 
nature of UFOs. G iven the fact 
that most te lev is ion document­
ary un its regard the subject 
of UFOs w i t h  contempt, scept i­
c ism, or as i r re Levant, it  is 
very d iff i cu lt to actua l ly make 
such a prog ramme w ith in one 
country anyway. 

Be ing a v isua l med ium, such 
programmes w i l l  feature any 
mov Le f i lm or photographs of 
UFOs even if u fo log ists do not 
g ive much cred it to them <or 
are w i l l ing to do so in order 
to get on to te L ev is  i on). 
A lthough there are a 
cons iderab Le number of we l l­
documented cases it is 
d iff i cu lt to present them on 
camera. A w itness des e r  ib ing 
the i r  exper ience to an 
interv i ewer does not prov ide 
much v isua l exc itement or 
inter est. 

I f  the exper ience is re- enacted 
the prob lem of construct ing 
spec ia l effects to reproduce 
what was seen can. prove beyond 
the producer 's techn i ca l and 
f inanc ia l resources. I n  the end 
it is far more interest ing to 
show the more eccentr ic peo p le 
who bu i ld wonde r fu l UFO 
detectors or psych i ca l ly cha r g e  
mounta ins even i f  they are 
tota l ly unrepresentat ive of the 
peop l e  who are ma in ly interes­
ted in study ing th is  subject. 9 

Whethe r or not we be l ieve that 
UFOs and l it t le g r een men are 
v is it ing our p lanet the 
treatment by the te lev is i on 
med ium has been far from fa i r .  
Part ly th is is due to the 
a l leg iance to the sty les and 
forms that are be l ieved to be 
' good te lev is ion•. 

At the root of the prob lem is 
the be l ief that te lev is i on 
shou ld be the g uard ian and 
bast ion of know ledge. 
Te lev is ion perpetuates the 



myth that sc ience is a l l  
know ing and underst and i n g .  Th is 
is ma inta ined v ia such pro­
grammes as Tomorrow's War ld 
wh ich shows the d irect app l ic­
at ion of sc ien t if ic pr inc ip les 
to everyday si  t1;a t ions. I n  more 
abstract and prob l emat ic areas 
of sc ien t if ic research, docu­
men tary ser ies such as Horizon 
usua l ly show how sc ien t ists 
propose to answer these 
quest ions v i a the ir ex i st in g  
research programmes and 
project s. 

The se ien t ist, or more often 
the teams of sc ient i sts and 
researchers who are bu sy beav­
er ing away in the ir l aborat­
or ies, rare ly d irect l y  address 
the te lev is ion aud ience. 
Instead, te l ev is ion persona l­
i t ies med ia t e  the ir know l edge 
to us <e. g .  Patr ick Moore has 
been the spok esman for 
astronomy and re lated subjects 
s ince the 1 950s on Br it ish 
te lev is ion) or experts become 
'en terta in ing' persona l i t ies 
themse lves <e. g .  Car l Sa g an, 
M ir iam Stoppard and Laur ie 
Tay lor ). Su eh tact ics h ide the 
comp lex it ies, con trovers ies and 
ig norance of sc ience. 

Many of the peop le invest i g­
a t ing UFO cases be l ieve in the 
pr inc ip Les of se ience, and 
advoca t e  more scient if ic 
research into the subject. 
Indeed, in t he past few years 

more sc ien t ist s  have shown a 
l ive ly interest in the matter 
and have conducted research in 
th i s  f ie ld. Bu t because t h is 
work has not been incorporated 
i n to t he Larg er body of 
se ient if ic concepts and be l iefs 
it ma inta ins its Loony fr in ge 
sta tus. Te lev is ion usual l y  
ref l ects th is sta tus and, a s  we 
have seen,  h i gh l ights and 
exag gera tes its Loony aspects. 

As a consequence it re in forces 
t he dom inan t ideo logy of our 
soc iety and cu lture. Th is 
under l y ing ideoLog y exto Ls the 
v irt ues of sc ience and tech­
no logy wh ich is the product of 
rat iona l ,  log ica l,  sober th ink­
ing, and cl in ica t product ion 
processes. 1 0 

Althoush the efforts of the 
Aether LUS Soc iety are 'fun n y '  
to the sc ient if ic and rat iona l 
UFO invest igators and resear­
chers, as we l l  as to most 
v iewers, we s�ou ld underst and 
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why t h i s  is the case. The 
iron ic and con trad ictory po int 
is tha t  a be l ief in f l y ing 
saucers is a type of re l i g ion 
that venerates t echno logy.11 At 
the same t ime it is a react ion 
aga inst human sc ience and 
techno logy - the atom ic bomb, 
po l lut ion, etc. 

The major ity be l ieve, or are 
meant to be l ieve, in the great 
orac l e  of truth and w isdom: 
te lev is ion whereas those 
r id icu led by it be l ieve in a 
greater t echno log ica l and 
sc ien t if ic force - the f l y ing 
saucers. 1 0 1 

Notes and references 
1. BOWEN, Charles; 'Alarm bells ringing', 
Flying Saucer Review rFSRJ, Vol. 23, No. 
3, 1977, p. 2. See also: BOWEN, Charles; 
'That BBC documentary, FS� Vol. 23, No. 
1, 1977, p.6. 2. BOURRET, Jean-Claude 
(trans. Gordon Creighton); 'The Crack in 
the Universe'; Sudbury, Suffolk, Nevi L le 
Spear man, 1977. 3. RI MMER, John; 'Notes, 
Quotes and Queries', !fUFOB Nett Ser i e� 
No. 7, 1971, p. 1 t t RANDLES, Jenny; 
'out of this �orld -- or out of his 
depth?', Northern UFO News, No. 37, 1977, 
pp. 1-2. 5. One of these was Or J Allen 
Hynek �ho �as used by Steven Spielberg as 
a consultant for his film 'Close 
Encounters of the 3rd Kind'. Indeed the 
title �as inspired by Hynek's UFO coding 
system. 6. RANDLES, Jenny; 'Up and 
coming•, Northern UFO News, No. 97, 1982, 
p. 3. 7. HYNEK, J All en; 'Nova and 
UFOs', FSR, Vol. 28, No. 3, 1983, pp. 2-
3. 8. RANDLES, Jennyi • Gl irrrners of light 
on the •Hor izona •, Nort hern UFO Nett� No. 
98, 1982, pp. 1-2. 9. This type of lust 
for sensation �as particularly evident 
�hen I attend the recording of a 
programme about out-of-the-body 
experiences on 19 September 198t The set 
featured a mock Grecian temple and the 
presenter in a bright pink dress spent 
several minutes revealing a garter on her 
leg to a photographer (presumably for 
newspaper and magazine publicity>. The 
session began �ith the playback of a 
video tape of a �oman sLnging a banal 
song that repeated the title of the show 
Do you believe it? The rest of the 
programme consisted of relatively 
straightforward and sensible interviews 
and discussion about the subject. 
Obviously somebody thought that the 
bitter pill of facts needed sugaring! 
Fortunately, as far as I know, the 
programme was never broadcast. See: 
Northern UFO News, No. 109, 1984, pp. 2-
3. 1 0. Television itself is a 
manifestation of the great power of 
science and technology. 11. Erich von 
Daniken's 'Chariots of the Gods', London, 
Corgi, 1971, and other 'God was an 
astronaut' type books make this point 
abundantly clear. Basically UFO believers 
want to transcend human se ience, whereas 
UFO investigators/researchers �ant to 
incorporate this belief into the 
scientific mainstream. tot 
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When I wrote my column Northern Echoes to mark the 20th 
anniversary of MlFORG two years ago I practical L y wrote the 
obituary for ufology. Recent developments show that this, like 
so many such Laments, was premature . 

There is, I think, a growing separation between the revived 
'folklore' of ufology, and the viws of 'serious ufologists'. The 
folk Lore is one of secrecy, hidden things and duplicity. 
Two recent books, [1,2] have brought home to British ufologists 
one of the major themes of American saucer ufolklore - the 
Great Conspiracy/Crashed Saucer Saga. Pages of print are devoted 
to the minute discussion of governmental ephemera and pseudo 
ephemera. Clearly the mental climate of Irangate and Spycatcher 
hoLds sway here. 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo The message is u l t ima te ly 
reassurin g - B i g Daddy in the 
White House (or Mummy a t  No. 
1 0) do know what is g o i n g  on, 
even if they do not te L l  us 
eh i Ldren - after a l l, we mig ht  
panic or loose ou r inno cence. 
The Freud i an symbo l ism is too 
obv ious to count on: pa renta l 
f i gu res are not lett ing u s  in  
on the t ru t h  abou t a l i en 
int ruders l ike foetu ses h idden 
in secret places. 
The tel Lers of t h e  crashed 
saucer ta L es c learLy ga in 
kudos: t hey are an e l i t e, they 
know where Mummy and Daddy 
have h idden the C h r i stmas 
pres ents, and where bab ies 
come from. They are eh i ldren 
who have. ga ined a toe- h old in 
t he war ld of g rownups. T h is is 
matu r i t y  of protected 
innocence, where t he g rownups 
may take over aga in. Lik e  t he 
eh i Ldren in Lord of the FLies, 
they st ill bel i eve g r ownups to 
be w ise, calm, all- know ing and 
protct i ve. There is a fall from 
innocence sti ll to come. 
Th is fa ll is perhaps best 
expressed in the fo l k lore of 
the abdu ctee, wh i ch is jus t  
part of t h e  folk lore o f  the 
secret victim . Budd Hopkins' 

book ( 3] dea ls wit h u l t ima te 
fears. Children taken from 
their homes, experimen ted on, 
tag g ed l i k e  anima ls;  women 
made pregnant by aliens; 
change lin g  eh i ldren taken away 
bu t retu rning in dreams. These 
are the t h emes of fairylore, 
before fairylore was domest­
i cated and made safe for the 
nursery.  [4,5] 
The Terror comes into a eh i ld 's  
bedroom - v isitors from t hat 
f i rst W ilderness, t h e  dar k  
place under a c h i ld ' s bed, o r  
t h e  c loset i n  t h e  corner [6]. 
Kat h i e  Davis ' s  son Robb i e  has a 
nig ht-t e r r o r :  "Mu mmy, a man 
w i t h  a b i g head came in my 
wa l l  and went into  my closet 
and kept g o ing back and fort h  
and wou ldn ' t [e t  me move. And 
he had lig h t s  around h is head. 
The man want ed Tommy, Mummy, 
he wouldn't let me move". [3, 
p.75J 
This for Hopk ins is g ood 
evidenc e, t he best spect ral 
evidenc e  we can have for al ien 
abduct i ons. Other adults would 
use the same na r r ative as good 
evidence fo r r in g s  o f  satanic 
eh i ld abus e rs :  " H"e was afra id 

to go to bed and I asked him 
why. He sa id 'Because of the 
spiders'. I said 'C'mon, there 
are no s piders under there' and 
he sa id 'Oh yes there are, the 
man down the s tree t to ld me 
there are'. I sa id 'What man?' 
and he sa id 'The man who t i es 
me up and puts me in the 
c loset '" ( 7] 

Simi lar l y  we may reca l l  the 
accoun ts of those who have had 
chi ldhood fears of haun ted 
houses and 'no t-quite-rig h t' 
rooms, to ld to Andrew 
MacKenzie. (8J 
For jus t how eas i ly the 
categories of abduct ion and 
eh i ld abuse can run tog e ther I 
tak e  this story from a recent 
issue of the Observer [ 9 J. A 
fifteen year o l d b lack gir l 
disappears for a few days, and 
reappears in a sma l l town in 
New York. She is cove red in 
dog faeces and racis t graffiti, 
and te l ls a ta le of abduct ion 
and rape by white men in a 
b lack car, like the ones M IB 
use. But there is no physica l 
evidence, her schoo lbooks 
mys terious ly reappear at 
schoo l; perhaps she has jus t 
been hidin g ln a former f lat. 
And yet. . .  a l l  the o l d Travis 
Wa l ton ques t ions come back 
again. She now re fuses to 
speak, and the case has become 
a racia l and pa l it ica l cause 
celebre. 

Here we have echoes of 
chi ldren taken by the fairies 
or the g ypsies or the spirits 
of the far fores t. In Japan 
t his was known as a kamiga­
kush i, or abduct ion by a kam i. 
A boy or you ng man wou ld 
d isappear from h i s home, and 
was be lieved carried off by a 
supernatu ral be ing t o  its  own 
rea lm. U pon the recita l of 
appropr i a t e  spells t he abdu ctee 
wou ld reappear days later in 
some inaccess ib le place, such 
as the eves of a temple o r  the 
cramped space between the 
ce il in g  and roof of h is own 
home. he wou Ld l ie for days in 
a stu po r ,  and afterwards may 
always rema in a halfwit . Bu t he 
may recover to tell of a tall 
s tranger or strangers w it h  
g Learn Lng eyes, i n  t h e  form o f  
a mount a i n  sage, o r  o f  a fl i g h t  
in t h e  sky, o f  v is ions of t h e  
Great Wall o f  C hina or v is i t s  
to  the sun, moon, or  unde r­
ground passag es and caves. At 
f i rst he may have en joyed t h e  
f lig h t, bu t l a t e r  wouLd a s k  to  
go home, whereupon· he was 
deposited where he was found. 
[ 1 OJ 

The myth of the secret victim 



then has t t s  premise that the 
mos t vu lnerab le are never safe. 
That we or ou r eh i lden can be 
taken from t he secu rit y of t he 
home: that a l l  t he w h i le t heir 
parents are wat ching TV in t he 
lounge, J immy and Susan up­
sta irs are v i ct ims of name less 
ou t rage, that mu mmy and daddy, 
secu re in t he safety of the i r  
e lectr ic  lig ht comp lacency, 
know not hing of. On ly t he 
specia l is t ,  a Bud Hopkins or a 
Mar iet t a  H i g gs, by discern ing 
secret st i gmata, can uncover 
the horror.  
The fo l k  tore te l ls us that no­
one and nowher is safe from 
the exot i ca, not even ou r own 
bodies. Hopk ins te l ls us t hat 
a l iens can take liber t ies w i t h  
u s ,  rape us,  make us pregnan t ,  
stea l ou r bab ies, imp lant 
st ran ge dev ices in us, l ike 
some anima l s  in a zoo. A l l  in 
secret. The redu ction to 'th ing '  
status, the hum i l iat ion, even 
su ch det a i ls as Wh i t ley 
St r ieber ' s  ana l rape, can be 
pa ra l le led in triba l in i tiation 
r i tua ls - note a lso the recen t 
controversy over in i t iation 
r i tua ls in the army. 
Th is is the l im ina l rea lm, the 
p lace of reversa ls - the wi ld 
woman who r ides the captive 
ma le [see a lso 11 J, or the 
pa t tern o f  opposites encount­
ered by St rieber ( individua l/ 
co l lect ive, human/ insec t ,  ma le/ 
fema le, et c . )  
Th is is w h a t  a n  Amerind ian 
shaman ea l led 'the space of 
dea th' the underwor ld, the 
zone of v is ions and commun i­
cat ions between natu ra l  and 
supernatura l be ings:  putrefact­
ion, reb i rth, death,  genes is. 
Th is space of death M ichae l 
Tauss i g  [1 2 1  compares w i th  the 
concentrat ion camps o f  Ch i le 
and Ar9ent ina: the p laces where 
the 'd Lsappeared'  are, as t rue 
abductees, taken at n i g ht by 
overwhe lm ing for ce, reduced to 
a 'th ing ' status ,  subjected to 
inhuman ordea l ,  and pounded 
down to abject help lessness. 
What h or r ifies about Hopk ins' 
a l iens is not that they are 
a l ien < interbreed ing w ith a 
true a l ten is, of cou rse, a 
tota l b io l o g i ca l absu rd ity )  but 
that they are us. They are 
ne ither benevo len t  or ma levo L­
ent, they are ' ju st do ing the ir  
job ' ,  do ing 'what is best in the 
long run • .  The i r  a l ienness l ies 
in the i r  den ia l of human i ty, to 
themse lves, and to t he 
pat ients /v i ct ims as they reduce 
them to c lient/exper iment 
status. 

The "g lac i a  l indifference" of 
the a (ien who t akes Kat h i e ' s  
baby and h e r  screams of r a g e  
rem ind m e  of noth ing s o  mu c h  
a s  the f ina l scene of t he 
famous 1960's TV drama Cathy 
Come Home <n i ce eo inc idence of 
names t here!), where t he soc ia l 
workers, w i t h  i cy ind i fference, 
remove Cat h y ' s  eh i ldren t h rou g h  
her screams, because it i s  'for 
the best' .  
However, there are si tu at ions 
where a how l of pain and rage 
i s  the on ly appropriate and 
hea l t h y  response. Kath ie's how l 
o f  rage when the a l iens came 
for her eh i ld: "I screamed 
[don 't take my babyJ at them ... 
and the fu cker looked su r­
prised", does not distu rb in 
t he same way as the fo l towing 
account from Kenneth R in g :  
' A  woman h a d  a WE du r in g  
eh i l d b  i rth  and encountered a 
being of L i g ht who sa id he had 
come for her eh  i Ld. She fe lt 
joy that her chi ld had been 
se Lected and g r ief str icken 
that she had no eh i ld to g ive. 
She h ad a vis ion of doctors 
weighin g  the Life span of the 
baby on a machine wh ich read 
80 years. Bu t t he be ing sa id 
t he machine was fau L ty and the 
baby wou ld on l y  l ive for a few 
days. She for got t his unt i L the 
baby d id die, when she fe l t  no 
grief, on l y  joy. ' [My synops is,  
PR1 
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The be ings from Magon ia, the 
exot ica,  the forces of w i ld 
natu re, must be offered some­
th ing of ou rse l ves, ou r own 
futu re, ou r own vuLner ab i lity, 
in the hope that they w i lL be 
a l it t Le less w Hd, a t it t Le 
Less ind i fferent. 
L ike Lady Gregory' s  Vis ions and 
Be L iefs, read ing t he works o f  
Bud Hopk ins i s  a sear ing ex­
per ience, l ike stand ing before 
a fu rnace of pa in. Th is is t he 
fo l k lore of human ity in 
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extremis, messages from t he 
spaces of death,  the lands cape 
of fea r, t he rea lm of tota l 
impossibi l ity 
Yet an escape rou te is offered 
from this rea lm; one can see it 
in t hese narratives. At t he 
very least they h int at a new 
race 'dark  they are and 
go lden eyed ' ,  wa i t ing in some 
Magon ia offstage. There is 
more t han a h int of the Chr ist 
Chi ld in the manger in some of 
t hese 'wise baby ' nar rat ives. 
Are t he abdu ctee women to be 
t he parents of some messiah 
grow in� under a l ien sk ies;  the 
su ffer mg a ma rk of su pernat­
u ra l g race. The abductees may 
be g iven supernatu ra l powers 
and g i fts wh ich catapu l t  them 
from t he rea tm o f  abso lute 
imposs i bi lity to t hat o f  
abso l u te poss ib i l i t y. 
Th is i s  t he rea lm o f  the cha r­
ismatic u r ban shaman; the 
contactee. The image of the 
contactee has begun to make a 
comeback. B i l ly Me ier is a 
typica l examp le [141, on f ire 
wit h t he ener gy of c reation 
and destruct  ion. Like H P 
B lavatsky [ 1 51, L Ron Hu bbard 
[ 1 61 or Tony Wedd [ 1 71, he 
creates not on ly for se l f  
express ion, bu t for power . 
The manipu lat ion of f ictiona l 
characters can never sa tisfy, 
on ly the deconstru ct ion and 
reconstruct ion of rea l ity as a 
gigan t i c  nove l,  wit h  themse lves 
as g rand hero and a l l  the rest 
as cardboard s idek i cks. M e ier 
uses h is mode l l ing ab i l it ies as 
Hubbard d id h is wr it ings,  to 
impose power over others - the 
more r id icu Lous t he charade 
and the more se L f- important 
the v i ct im the better. The 
para l le l  w ith t he 'Psyc h i c  
Ques t ing ' ep isodes a r e  c lear .  
The u rban shaman can escape 
from power lessness by the 
rad i ca L ly deso c  ia l is ing ident i­
f i cat ion w ith the L im it less 
power and tota l freedom of 
w i ld natu re. The shaman seeks 
to r ide th is power, to harness 
i t .  If he fa i ls the g r im fate 
of Lou is R ie l  beckons. [181 

The abductees may rare ly reach 
su ch he i g hts, but most have 
exper imented spontaneousLy· 
w ith what many soc iet ies seek 
to recaptu re by r itua l and 
pharmac o logy - at least enou g h  
to know that fa i ry Land was 
never a p lace where ' gent le 
fo lks and g racefu l fa i r ies 
dance' [ 1 91, bu t rather a p la ce 
of dead bab ies and lost women. 
The average run-of- t he- m i l l  
UFO ex per ience of cou rse, does 
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not have th is power. But when 
'V a ler  ie of Peck ham ' sees a 
st ar and reports i t  as a UFO, 
i t  is a k ind of reve lation, a 
see ing for the very f i r st t ime. 
She is see ing the wor l d  w ith­
out our u sua l menta l maps. A 
log ica l cha in of thou ght is set 
up wh ich runs 

. .  I wou ld  not fee l l ik e  t h i s  is 
I were look ing at a s t a r .  but I 
m i ght fee l l i ke th is if I were 
look ing at a spacesh ip, t he re­
fore r probab l y  am look ing at 
a spacesh ip11 

These log ica l cha ins are in 
psycho log ica l terms ' secondary 
de lus ions', attempts to rat ion­
a l ise the pr imary sense of 
'otherness ' and uncann iness . 
There is a st r ipp ing away o r  
sh ift of mean ing o f  per cept ion .  
The perc ip ient i s  momen t a r i ly 
lost in a w i lde rness of raw 
percept ion, bereft of the 
norma l psycho-soc ia l maps. [20] 

I t  is not su rpr LS m g  t ha t  
pe rc ip i ents res ist 'rat iona l 
exp l anat ions', for su ch exp l an­
ations do not cor respond w ith 
the perc ip ient's own expe r i­
ence . V a ler  ie knows that i t  was 
not a star she saw.  Any map, 
however defective, is better 
than no map at a l l. 
The dom inant fo l k  l o r e  i n  
Sr i t ish u f o  l o g y  a t  the momen t 
�ppears to be Ear t h l i g h t s  or 
3pook l ights. The powe rfu l 
appea l of th is concept l ies in 
L ts roman t ic  roots. It is a 
fo lk  lore of open spaces, where 
ta les st i l l  su rvive of the 
eerie secrets of w L ld natu re, 
before TV and s t reet lights 
robbed them of their wonder. I t  
remains a usefu l antidote t o  
the rather theory-bound natu r e  
of mu ch ufo lo�y, which 
carefu l ly screens Ltse lf from 
raw narrative behind mas s es of 
compu terese and pseudoscience. 

On the other hand the EL 
hypothesis seems to combine 
redu ction ism and romant tc ism 
in equ a l amounts. There is 
imp licit in some of t he a rgu­
ments of Persinger, et aL a 
view of sac ia L phenomena which 
seeks to exp lain them in t e rms 
of physica l,  environmenta l 
fac t ors.  One writer - I for g e t  
who - t ried to 'exp lain' Ehe 
1 906 L i bera l lands Lide in t e rms 
of sunspot activity. This can 
lead to arguments of t he t ype 
' I f it wasn't for the Lead in 
pet ro l ou r chi ldren wou l d  be 
nice and doe i le', which can 
eas l l  y deve lop int o  more 
sinis ter lines . 
And is not the Romantic view 
of the past expressed in this 

l ore, c lose to the 'preserve 
the dar k  satan i c  m i l l s '  type of 
her itage i sm wh ich b locks out 
the rea l ity of past pa in and 
suffer ing .  I note par t icu l a r ly 
how in h is trea tment of the 
Pend le  w itches, Dav id C lark 
su bsumes the rea lity of soc ia l 
str ife and per secu t ion into a 
lads cape romant ic ism, by 
project ing ter ror from t he 
human commu n i t y  onto the w i ld 
landscape. 

01010101010101010101010101010 

PETER ROGERSON 
speaking at t he Hagonia 

20t h  Anniversary Conf erence 

01010101010101010101010101010 
There is within Devereux's 
presentation a hidden agenda. 
Many peop le  have er it ic ised his 
ideas abou t menta l man ipu­
l ation of s u b t le  energies as 
seriou s ly det racting from an 
otherwise 'reasona b le' theor y. 
Bu t is not the manipu lative 
c laim c lose to the hear t  of 
this ideo logy? This is what 
t ransforms the percipient from 
being a he l p  L ess victim of 
environmenta l or socia l for ces, 
int o  a manipu lator, an art is t  
on a g r and s ea Le, scu L pting the 
landscape, ex ere is ing his wi l l  
over wi Ld nat u r e. One u p  on 
Bi l ly M eier indeed! 
I s  there not in psycho-sac ia l 
ufo logy, too, something of 
this? A determinat ion to ass e r t  
t he au t onomy,  s e l f- re lience and 
creativity of human beings 
a gains t the b leak, impersona l 
for ces of the cosmos, and much 
of ou r society. Does not the 
i dea of the a lien enc roaching 
on human affa i rs imp ly a 
gigantic ' n o  say •, an ar b i t rary 

veto on human pass ib i l it ies. 
'v!e can thu s  see tha t ufo log­
Lca l fo lk lore osc i l lates 
between v is ions of human he lp­
Lessness before a l im it less l y 
powerfu l ' ot her', and v is ion s  of 
limit l ess power and ind iv idua l 
creat iv ity. 
Ufo log ists w i l l  have to be very 
car efu l how they hand le th is 
fo lk  Lore.  Pe rhaps accept ing 
that they are fo lk lor ists, 
recorde r s  of stor ies - and not 
f:ee lance geophys ists, int e l­
l Lg�n c e  agents or psych iatr ic 
sac La l workers - w L l l  be the 
f irst stepon the road to 
w isdom. DID 
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I f  t here is one kind of article 
ufology could do with fewer of, 
it's the kind where researchers 
sit back and meditate on what 
ufology is fundamentalLy about, 
debating whether it •s a 
se ience, defining its theoret-
ical parameters, when they 
could be more profitably 
engaged tramping over muddy 
fields in search of t races or 
fault-lines, or taping state­
men ts from witnesses who've 
actually had experiences the 
investigators have never had 
and never w i L L. 

But inside eve ry feet- on- the­
ground empiricis t there's a 
head-in-t he- clouds idealis t 
looking for the chance to 
indulge in abs t ract speculat­
ion;  and maybe, just onc e  in a 
whi Le, he should be heard from, 
if only in the in terests of 
maintainin g a liea l thy pers­
pective. 

For a whi Le back t h ere, I was 
at the cen t re of the eye lone, 
the sti Ll <wel L, actually not 
all that still) point of the 
turning wor Ld of u fo log y .  From 
all round the wor ld leading 
resear chers were send tng me 
their con t ribu tions to BUFORA 's 
40-years-on symposium: if I 
didn't get to see the su bject 
st eadil{ and see it whole at 
least g ot as globa L a view 
as anyone is likely to g et. 4 

I was impressed. 

Above all by the dedication . A 
dedication inspired by the 
convict ion felt by my contr ib­
u t ors that what they are 
engaged in is mor e  than a 
pr Lvate obsess ion like train 
spotting or philately, but a 
study which could lead mankind 

to insigh t s  and knowledge. A 
dedication which provides the 
adrenal in for uncou n t ed hou rs 
of work which would be unre­
Oward in g if it were not its 
own reward. A Ba llester-0 lmos 
pickin g every lit tle nit in 
hundreds of Span ish landin g 
cases: a Beh rendt painstakingly 
working out the implications of 
witness reports for his UFO 
propulsion mode L: a Cha lker 
labo riously siftin g the du s t  of 
hundreds of t race cases in the 
hope of findin g a few specks 
of gold - and all the rest of 
these wonderfully dedicated 
people. 

It would have been enou g h  to 
make me ashamed, were I not 
conscious of bein g s im i.lar L y 
obsessed myself - in my case 
by a cu riosity which will not 
be satisfied until I know 
what's reaL L y  h appening to 
people like S iragusa, Str ieber 
and their kind. Even if I 've 
chosen a different hobby- horse 
from Ba lles ter, Behrend or 
Chalker, I 'm still riding on the 
same mer ry- g o- round. 

This sense of dedication has 
of cou rse characterised ufo­
logists ever since t he whole 
thLng beg an, two s core years 
ago; you can feel it in the 
ear l test pages of the BlFORA 
Journal, of the Herseys ide lFO 
Bu Llet in, of t he hundreds o f  
ephemeral jou rnals cata Logued 
- himself displaying just the 
same kind of dedication - by 
Tom Lind. 

It is this dedication w hich 
keeps us goin g ,  t he K lasses no 
less than the Cre ightons, the 
Randles no mor e  t han t he 
Campbe lls, even thou g h  all t he 
evidence goes to show that t he 
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phenomenon is lar g ely if not 
entirely mythicical. I t's the 
ded teat ion which makes a 
resear cher like Meheu st, even 
when he has demonst rated how 
UFOs are rela ted to science 
fiction on the one hand and to 
folk lore on t he othe r, can t inue 
to study the su bject, recog­
nisin g that those links add to 
rather than det ract from its 
inte rest . 
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UFOs are a 

mystery story 

\Nh ich makes 

those 'Hh ich 

challenged 

Hercule Poirot 

hardly more 

devious than 

the 

difficulties 

surmounted by 
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For others of us, it is t h e  
parallel with witchcr aft which 
fascinates. It is now some 
cen turies since witches were a 
livin g phenomenon, as UFO 
witnesses are a livin g phenom­
enon for us today: yet 
wit chcraft is cu r ren tly being 
studied more widely and more 
profoundly than ever.  Why? 
Because we realise that the 
witchcr aft phenomenon offers 
us uniqu e  L nsig h t s  into how 
people behave under certain 
cond it ions,  and how other 
people respond to their 
behaviou r .  

S o  it may be with UFOs. May be 
it's not so mu c h  what t hey are 
in themselves, or indeed 
whether t hey exist at all. 
maybe it's what they reveal 
about ou rselves and the 
universe we inhabit.  Possibly 
the quest ions which UFOs pose 
are ultimately no different 
from t hose debated over port 
and cheese by professional 
academics at the high tab le of 
All Souls: what • s  new is that 
thanks to UFOs they are being 
posed by retired eng ineers in 
the American m idwest ,  by 
l ibrar tans on Merseyside, by 
Ford execu tives in Spain, by 
compu ter analyst s  in Italy. 

Between them, t hey and their 
kind have shown that UFOs are 
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not on ly a mys tery story wh ich 
makes those wh ich cha l lenged 
Her cu le Po irot hard l y  more 
dev ious than the d iff i cu l t ies 
su rmounted by Noddy, bu t a lso 
a s p i r itua l exerc ise as effect­
ive ly  pu rgat ive as any D I Y 
cou rse in spr ing-c lean ing the 
psyche. I t's not poss i b  [e to  
ser ious ly study the phenomenon 
as it cu rent ly present s  i tse lf 
and not be brou g h t  a g a inst 
such consc iousness ra is ing 
bra in teasers as What is Rea l­
i ty? What is Truth? What i s  
the U lt imate Mean ing o f  L ife, 
the Un iverse and Every t h ing? 

Indeed, as much as the 
e lu s iveness and amb igu i t y  of 
the phenomenon. I t  is the far­
reach ingness of its imp l teat­
ions wh ich may accoun t  for t he 
re luctance of profess iona l 
se ient ists to get invo lved. 
Se ien t ists l ike f in i t e  answers 
wh ich - can at least be con­
ceptua l ised. W i th UFOs there is 
no know ing where they w i l l  
car ry us. One th ing is c lear 
enou gh:  the research of the o ld 
days is a l ready ou t of dat e, 
and not s imp ly because ou r 
standards have improved so 
much that the dat a  ou r 
forerunners bequ eat h ed u s  is 
v i rtua l Ly use less. We're not 
just ask ing more qu est ions, we 
are ask ing di fferen t qu est ions. 
Even if it  shou ld t u rn ou t 
that UFO reports have a bas is 
in rea l i ty,  i t  is ev iden t that 
it  is a d ifferen t k ind of 
rea l i ty than the one we are 
used to in  ou r da i Ly l ives. 

Many are tu rned off t h e  
subject for prec ise l y  t h is 
reason. I f  you are a hard­
headed person who has qu i t e  
enou g h d iff icu lty w i t h  o ld­
fash ioned consensus rea l it y ,  
para l le L  rea l it ies are some­
th ing you need l ike a pun c t u r e  
o n  the motorway. And if UFOs 
were the on ly phenomenon 
th reaten ing to u pset ou r 
everyday t h ink ing , we cou ld be 
excused for dodg ing the issues 
they ra ise. Bu t lFOs a r e  not 
un ique,  in th is or any o ther 
respect . We don't have t o  go 
back to the w it chcraft a g e  
for para L le Ls. Read for 
inst ance Graham McE wan's s tudy 
of mystery an ima ls in here­
and-now Br ita in: a l l  t h e  
ev idence is t h a t  many o f  ou r 
fe l low c i t i zens are hav ing on­
go ing encoun ters w i t h  unrea l­
L ty - in the form of an ima ls  
wh ich qu i t e  s imp ly defy r eason 
- just as d isconce r t ing in 
the i r  imp l icat ions as ou r 
UFOs. 6 So how do we set abou t 
und isconce r t ing ou rse lves? 

Ou r eas ies t  cou rse is to reject 
the ev idence. Some of us have 
t r ied that : the t rou b le is the 
more we f i lter ou t the no ise, 
the more b i zarre is the s i gna l 
we' re left w i t h .  

Next bes t :  f ind exp lanat ions 
w i th in the st ruct u re of ou r 
ex ist ing know ledge. We l l , we ' ve 
t r ied that too, bu t even 
hunt ing in the remotest 
er ann ies of W i l l  iam Cor L i ss 's 
cata logues or unearth ing the 
w ierdest case h istor ies of the 
psycho log ists' textbooks, we 
can't f ind precedents for 
every t h ing that's happen in g .  

Another t h ing we've t r ied is t o  
shunt the awkward mater ia l to 
one s ide and dea l on ly w i t h  
t h a t  wh ich w e  fee l capab le  of 
hand l in g ,  L ike N ICAP d id w i t h  
t h e  contactees. Trou b le is, you 
can't draw hard and fast 
boundary l ines. Even the 
s imp l es t  case invo lves a 
w itness, and we have pa infu l ly 
Lea rned that  even the most 
p laus i b le w i tness requ i res 
eva luat ion: wh ich Leads into 
the who le psychosoc ia l scene. 
IDIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIDIDIOI 

Ency 1 c o"�a..�· 
f'V�ras 

H I LARY EVANS 

. .... .... 

D isplay i ng h i s  encyc l opaedi c  knowl edge 
at [ he Hagonia Conference !  

01010101010101010101010101010 
L ikew ise, t housands of report� 
featu re beams of l i g h t :  we 
can't d ism iss t h e  fact that 
anaoma lous beams of l ig h t  have 
been a s tandard fo lk lore i tern 
from way back , bu t a g a in that 
l eads us into a vast new 
terr i t ory, t h is t ime t h e  w ide, 
unmapped faer ie-f i l led w i lds of 
M agon i a  . . .  

Up t o  a a po int i t 's a hea l t hy 
inst inct t o  k eep th ings s imp le 
if  w e  can. I f  eve r y  t ime 
someone repo r t ed a l i g h t  - in 
t h e  sky we had to cons ider not 
s imp l y  · th e  poss i b i l t y  of 
m is ident if icat ion and m is inter­
preta t ion, and the met eor o­
Log ica l and ast r onom ica l 

imp l i. ca t  ions , bu t a lso the 
psycho log ica l ,  parapsycho log ic­
a l, cu l t u r a l, mytho log ica l and 
any- ot her- Log ica l parameters, 
we'd bog down in a morass of 
dat a  know ing some, maybe most 
of i t, is i r re Levan t .  

Bu t a lso know ing , from pa infu l 
exper ience, that one man's UFO 
is another man's sate l l i te, 
p lanet, adver t is ing p lane, 
ha l luc inat ion, w ish- ru l f i l lment, 
v is it ing space brother, you 
name it . 

Aga in, it's l ike w i tch craft . At 
the t ime, many h i g h ly inte l­
l i gent m inds g rapp led w i th  the 
dat a  that ·f loaded in;  they d id 
what t hey cou l d  in the l i g h t  
o f  the i r  be L ief systems, and 
the resu l t  was - as we now 
know d isast rous.  On ly now, 
thanks to the spadework of 
Charcot,  Janet,  Freud, can we 
start to comprehend the natu re 
of wha t real ly happened du r ing 
the w i tch man ia.  Indeed, many 
of us st i l l  have these lessons 
to Learn, as w i tness the 
cont inued man ifestat ions of 
'demon possess ion' and 'chan­
ne l L ing ' ,  not to ment ion the 
on- g o ing abdu ct ion c raze. 

We now know that w i tchcraft 
was a rea l i ty ,  bu t not the 
rea l i ty ofthe au t ho rs of the 
Ha l l eus Ha L e fi carum. In  the 
same way,  i t  is l ike ly that the 
UFO phenomenon is a rea l i ty -
bu t not t h e  rea l it y  i t  seemed 
when Kenneth Arno ld tou ched 
down a t  Yak ima. 

Thanks to Kee l and Rand les,  
R immer and Meheu s t ,  and many 
others,  there's not much chance 
t h a t  any of us w i L L  ever aga in 
take a UFO repo r t  at face 
va lue,  not Look ing before or 
aft e r .  E ven if it shou ld turn 
ou t that  there rea l ly are a l ien 
spacecraft back of t h e  phenom­
enon, t hey have t r iggered a 
mu l t i-d imens iona l response in 
us humans wh ich w i l l  - l ike 
w i tchcrft have Las t ing 
imp l i ca t  ions. 

Unfo r t unate ly, one of the in­
s id ious effects of amb igu i t y  
is t o  d iscou rage study .  Know ing 
that UFOs are not what they 
seem to be, we tnc l ine to be 
susp ic tous of any at tempt to 
demonst r� t e  that t hey are 
anyt h in g  at a l l . An under­
standa b l e  a t t itude,  and up to a 
po int adm irab le.  I ndeed we 
shou ld be scept i ca l when a 
fe l low r esearcher c la ims to 
have broken th rou g h  the 
rea l i t y  bar r ie r .  



Bu t bein g scept i cal shouldn ' t  
lead to be ing negat i ve. We UFO 
researchers pr ide ou rselves on 
be ing so mu ch more open m inded 
than sc ient ists in more 
convent ional d isc i p l ines . Yet 
when a colleague comes a lon g 
offer ing a brand- new fresh o ff 
the draw Ln g-board ins i ght into 
the process of the UFO 
exper ience, he is l Lab le to 
spark off an almost hyster i cal 
react ion. 

Lawson ' s  work, for example:s. 
OK, so we ' d  all l ik e  to see 
more repl icat ion, independent 
con f irmat ion of h is f ind ing.  So 
some of us f ind h is b irth­
trauma hypothes is har d  to take. 
Bu t our res ervat ions shouldn't 
b L ind us to the fact t hat wh i L e 
we 're stand ing her e  at the 
crossroads, wonder i n g  wh i ch 
way to tu rn,  here's someone 
offer ing to show u s  a new 
path. To refuse to even try h is 
road jus t  because he's not 
wear ing an AA un i form or 
because we can see potholes in 
i t s surface, or because it ' s  
not headed in the d irec t  i o n  w e  
th ink it ou ght t o  be headed, i s  
r i d i culous. 

Or take Rut l edge 9 •  OK, so h is 
work su ffers from short com ings 

but we all l ive w ith the 
fact that tha t's someth i n g  we 
mu st accept so Long as UFO 
research is carr Led out by 
non- profess ional resea rchers, 
funded on Ly by themselves and 
in the ir own t ime. Desp i t e  
these d isadvantag es, Rut ledg e's 
Project !dent ifi cat ion rema ins 
the most comprehens i ve at tempt 
at f i eld inves t i g at ion eve r  
ca rr ied out: yet when d id you 
ever see it g iven a ser ious 
hear ing? 

Perhaps because t hey are 
l iterally more 'down to ear t h  • ,  
the var ious earth l ig ht ap­
proaches of Pers inger8,  
Devereux2 e t  al  have had a 
somewhat more pas it i ve r ecep­
t ion. Cr it ica l  comment by such 
as Rutkowsk i,  C lar ke, Mau g e  and 
others has been sympathet ic, 
even thou g h  th is has not 
always been apparent to the 
lead ing exponents of the ideas . 
These latter have tended to 
d isplay the tendency of 
theor ists in all f ields of 
research, to su ppose tha t  the i r  
ideas expla in mor e  than they 
do: but Devereux• s recen t 
presentat ion of h is work <at 
the BUFORA London Con g ress ) 
showed that when presen ted in 
proper con text, here are f i nd­
ings of very g reat potent ia l .  
You'd th ink i t  wou L d  be 

imposs ible to  read any ser ious 
d is cuss ion of UFOs · w i thout 
reference to the earthl i ghts 
approach: in pract ice you' re 
far more l ikely to f ind it 
ent irely i gnored. 
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Or take someth i n g  qu i t e  
d i fferent: many resear chers < I  
am one ) [M e too, Ed. J wou L d  
l is t  amon g the stud i es they 
rate most h i gh Ly  the 1 9 7 5  
paperback The Un i dent i fied, 1 
su bt itled 'notes towards 
solv ing he UFO mystery'. But 
other researchers are more 
hos t i le;  and few more than 
Jerome Clark, which is somewhat 
surpr is ing s ince he is one of 
i ts authors . I suspect he would 
l ik e  to burn every copy he 
could lay hands on - yet i n  
th is splend idly free-ran g in g  
study, two h i g hly intell i g ent 
and we l l - informed researchers 
opened up new paths o f  
speculat ion for us. 

Lawson Lane, Rut ledge Road, 
Pers inger Pat h ,  Devereux Dr ive, 
Clark ' n 'Coleman Crescen t 
adm itted, any of t h ese could 
prove to be dead ends or false 
t r a i ls.  Bu t when the mos t 
obv ious cha ract er ist ic of UFO 
r esearch is tha� none of u s  
knows the w a y  ou t of t h e  maze, 
we can't afford to be reject ive 
of any sug g est ions.  

I • m  not talk ing of bl ind 
acceptance. We need to be 
scept ica L,  but in the t ru e  
sense o f  t h e  word: ne ither 
be l iev ing nor d is bel iev ing,  nor  
accept ing nor reject ing.  We 
need to be er i t  ica L ,  but 
construct ive ly cr it ical, try ing 
the var ious paths. 

For example, in my recent 
study of encounters3,  I t r ied 
match ing Lawson ' s  BT ideas 
aga inst my speculat ive model. I 
fou nd - and I 'll be honest, I 
was a l ittle surpr ised to f in d  
- that they f itted in remark-

1 1  
ab ly neatly, prov id ing a 
reassu r in g  conf irmat ion that 
my mode L was a v ia ble one. For 
anothe r: cu rrent abdu ction 
research focuses on the 
abduct i on exper ience as thou gh 
it  is necessar ily part of the 
UFO phenomenon. 

Bu t su ppose it is noth ing of 
the sort, su ppose as the 
psychosoc ia L crowd are say ing 
- it should real Ly  be seen in 
the same l i ght as w itchcra ft, 
past l i fe reg ress ion, channel­
L i n g  and other phenomena wh ich 
are not generally taken into 
account in UFO research? We 
had con f i rmat ion that th is is 
val i d  just the other day when 
J im Oberg demonstrat ed, beyond 
any reasonable dou bt, that Jose 
I nac i o  Alvaro ' s  1 9 7 8  abdu ct ion­
w ith-sex encounter had been 
tr i g g ered by the Russ ian com­
mun i cat i ons satell ite Ho l n  iya 
1 -3 9. 7 

Where we are is s itt ing in 
front o f  a table onto wh i ch 
someone has sp illed out the 
pieces o f  a j i gsaw. The box has 
no p i cture on i t , and we have 
no guarantee that in the end 
these p ieces w ill form a 
p i cture - there's the poss ib­
i L i ty that these are p i eces 
from a dozen un r elated pu zzles, 
a l L  ju mb l ed up together. 

But one or two, p i eces do seem 
to f it together .  the edg e 
p ieces seem to prom ise some 
pa ramete rs. We are reassu red 
by occas i onal fam il iar deta ils, 
encou r a g ed by con s istenc ies in 
the colou r in g .  For a ded icated 
pu z zle- so lver , it's a game 
worth p Lay in g. DID 
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This paper reports �n an invest i_g a t  ion into un i�ent i fied fly i�g 
object files held Ln the Publ Lc Records Off Lce. The Pub L Lc 
R ecords Office <PRO > is the offic ial r epository for the 
h ist o r  ica l records of the Brit ish government. . Each department 
has a depar tmental records off icer who is in char g e  of its non­
cur r ent fiLes. After <generally ) 30 year s  from the date of 
clos ing of the file it is consider ed for permanent arch iving.  
Any that pass this ' w eeding • process are passed to the PRO and 
become available for public inspect ion. 

However , some f i l e s  of a 
po l i t i ca l l y sens i t ive na t u r e  
a r e  c l osed for 5 0  or 7 5  yea r s ,  
a n d  t hose r e lat ing t o  i n d  i v id­
u a l s for 1 0 0 years.  The f i l e s  
o f  some departmen t s ,  n o t a b l y  
t h e  Secu r i t y  and S e c r e t  
S e r v i ces, a r e  c losed i n de f i n­
i t e l y  and never t rans fe r r ed t o  
t h e  PRO. 

As fa r as I am aware t h i s  i s  
t h e  f i r s t  t ime an at tempt has 
been made to see if t h e re are 
any f i les r e  t a t  ing to UFOs in 
t h e  PRO . The object was to 
a t t empt to clar ify t he deep­
sea t ed myt hology of ufo togy 
tha t  there is an off ic ial UFO 
invest igat ion departmen t  w i t h  
extens ive f iles, know ing 'the 
t r ut h ' ,  and the corollar y  of 
th is -- that there i s  a 'cover 
up'. 

I have so far found fou r  f iles,  
one opened last year ,  and three 
t h i s  year - each after 30 
years . They therefore cover the 
per iod up to 1 958;  what m i9h t  
b e  called the first  'fly Lng 
saucer' phase of u f o log y .  

T I-E  F ll£5 

T h e  f i l es reveal that there 
was a s e c t  i on o f  the M in i s  try 
of Defen ce concerned w i th 
r e c e i v i n g ,  r ecord in g  and eva lu­
a t i n g  UFO repor ts.  Un fo r t u n a t e­
l y ,  as is so often t h e  case, 
none of t h em are ac t u a l L y from 

t h i s  depa r tment and de t a i l s o f  
i t  c a n  on l y  be i n c iden t a l l y 
i n fer r ed. 

Fi Le 1 

PRO ref :  A I R  20 7390 
Department:  Air Hinist r y  Deput y  Dir ector 
of  Operations <Air Defence ) \58 
I DDOps <AD ) \581 
Covering: 1 1  Dec ember 1 950 - 12 Janua r y  
1 95 4  
Tit l e :  ' Unidentified Air c raft ' ,  amended 
to ' Unidentified F l ying Obj ec t s' 
C l  ass i fi cation: SECRET 

Th is is a m i. xed bag conta in ing 
a 'l ight i.n the sky' repor t  
from a Group Capta in Car tme l ;  a 
br iefing for the Secretary of 
State on an obscurely worded 
Parl iamentary Qu est ion wh ich 
t urned ou t to be about the 
preparedness for a 'Pearl 
Har bour' t ype at tack on Scapa 
F low; a 'dayl ight  d is c' repo r t  
from RAF Topcl iffe; a query 
from M iddle East A i r Force on 
how an interceptor should 
ind i cate to the interceptee 
that he should land; and an 
invest igat ion of an un ident­
i f ied radar t rack wh ich entered 
and left UK a irspace. 

Cartme l 's  report was dealt w i t h  
in i t ially by A i r lnte  ll i g ence 3 ,  
w h o  asked DDOps <AD ) Lf t hey 
w ished t o  inve st i ga t e.  They 
passed t hem to ASA <O >  w i th t h e  
comment < 1 Januar y 1 9 5 1 ): " I  
suppose r e po r t s  of t h i s  s o r t 

m i g h t ,  i f  kept , one day be 
usefu l for ana l ys i s  -- I can ' t  
t h i n k  o f  any o t h e r  u s e  for 
th i s  one . " T hey were passed 
back w i. th t he commen t :  "Save 
pape r �  fo r fu t u r e r e feren ce. " 
I t  LS ev i den t from t h i s  
exchan g e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r st 
t ime t he su bject had been 
ra ised w i t h  a cent ra l depa r t ­
men t ,  no o t h e r  depa r t men t 
known t o  A i r M in i s t r y I n t e l­
l i. gence was concern ed, and t ha t  

n o  g rea t impo r t an c e  was 
a t t a c hed t o  i t .  

T h e  RAF Topc l i ffe r e po r t  i s  of 
cons i de r a b l y  h i g h e r  qu a l i t y .  
Seve r a l off i cers and men 
obs e r ved for twen t y  se conds at 
7 . 1 0  pm on 1 9  Sept emb e r  1 9 5 2 , 
a M e t eo r  f i g h t e r  s h adowed by a 
s i lver d i s c ,  wh i c h  spun abou t a 
ve r t i ca l ax i s ,  desc ended w i t h  a 
sycamo r e  pendu lum mo t ion, and 
f ina l l  y acce l e r a t ed ' fa s t e r  
th an a shoo t i n g  s t a r '  in a 
cu rve.  

T h i s  was ev iden t L y  taken more 
ser i ou s l y ,  as it  was d is t r i b­
u t ed to A i r I n t e l l i g ence 3 (b ) 
<Act ion );  Ass istant C h i e f  of 

A i r S t a f f  <O pe rat ion s ) <A c t  ion > ;  
Ass i s t an t  C h i e f  of A i r S t aff 
< I n t e l l ig ence ) ; C h i e f  of A i r 
S t a ff; Sec r e t a r y of S t a t e ;  DMO 
( ? J ;  M in is t r y of De fen c e  for OS I 
( ? ] .  

I t  w a s  anno t a t ed b y  Ops <AD ) 1  
t o  Ops <A0 )2 :  "Ask Persona l 
Ass i s tant t o  open Fo l de r  ' Un id­
ent i f  i.ed A i r c raft or Obje c t s  
repo r t ed t o  t he A i r M in i s t r y '  -
Spea k . "  

T h u s  a t  t h i s  da te t h e r e  s t i l l  
was not any off i c i a l co l l a t ing 
o r  i n ves t i g a t i on of repo r t s .  
The invest igat ion of t he 
u n i dent i f i ed rada r t r ack , 
requ est ed by F i ghter Command 
of DO I Ops <AD > w ith  a copy t o  
A 1 3  (e ) ,  was assumed to be a 
convent ional a i rcraft,  but i s  a 
precursor to some repor t s  in 
the lat e r  f iles of radar tracks 
that could not have been known 
a ircraft.  

The las t  document on the f i le 
i s  a request from DDOps <AD )58 
to A i r Off i cer Command in g - i n­
Ch i ef F i ghter Command t ha t  
s im i l a r  repo r t s  s h ou l d  be 
forwarded for inves t i g a t ion as 
soon as poss ible. As F i g ht e r  
Command i n i t i a t ed t h e  requ e s t  
i t  i s  c le a r  t ha t  no s e r v i ce 
un i t  was i.nvo l ved in su ch 
resear ch .  

Fi le 2 

PRO ref :  AIR 20 9994 



Depar tment :  RAF Southern Sector 
I nt e l ligence 
Covering: 16 December 1 953 to 9 December  
1 95 7  
Opened: 1 4  May 1 95 7  
Tit l e : Reports  on Aeria l Phenomena 
C l assification: SECRET 

Th is is pr inc i. pa l l  y an accou n t  
of t w o  radar cases w i t h  an 
a l l ied L I S  in t he summer of 
1 9 5 7 ,  du r ing what appears t o  
have been a g enera l UF O  ' f la p ' .  
The or ig inator is a serv ice 
rather than a government 
departmen t ,  Roya l A ir Force 
Sou thern Sector Headqu a r ters,  
f i fty feet underg round in a 
Baths tone quarry at RAF Rud loe 
Manor,  Box,  W i ltsh i re.  The 
documents are a co l lat ion of 
ones cop ied to them for infer­
mat ion by the ma in protag­
on ists,  and therefore g ive a 
part ia l p i cture.  

The f i rst i t ems, however ,  con­
s iderab ly predat e  the open ing 
of t he f� Le,  and mu st have 
been transfer red from some 
ear l i er f i le .  These are t h e  
stand ing ins t ru c t ions o n  repor­
t ing • A er ia L Phenomena • ,  dated 
December 1 95 3 ,  and sent to  a l l 
f i g h t er a i r f i.e l ds and radar 
stat ions in sou thern Eng land. 

In  t h e  case of v isua l phenom­
ena, reports in wr i t ing were to 
be sent by off i cers command ing 
un its to Depu ty D irector I n t e l­
L igence <Techn ica l )  [00 I <Tech )] 
at the A i r M in istry.  Any 
reports rece ived from the 
pu b l i c shou ld be acknow Ledged 
in wr i t ing and a lso forwarded 
to DD I <Tech ).  As the pu b l ic 
attached more credence to RAF 
reports i t  was t h erefor e  
essen t ia l  that  info rma t ion b e  
exam ined by t he A ir M in istry 
and its re l ease be off i c ia l ly 
contra l led. Any su ch informat­
ion was therefore c lass i f led 
RESTR I CTED and was not t o  be 
commu n icated t o  unau thor ised 
persons. 

Unusua l  radar targets,  def ined 
as t hose w it h  a g r ound speed 
exceed ing 700 knot s  a t  any 
he i g h t ,  and any s peed a bove 
60,000 feet ,  were to be 
not i f i ed to the superv isor who 
wou ld check t hey were not 
spu r ious and record the 
stren g t h  and appearance of t h e  
echo throug hou t the contact,  
range and bear ing of p icku p  
and fade po ints,  and g round 
speed/t rack. These deta i ls were 
then to be transm i t t ed th rou g h  
the norma l channe l s  as 
requ ired by F i gh t er Command. 
These orders were rec i r cu Lated 
three years Later in December 
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1 95 6 ,  as recen t  reports showed nat iona l papers t h e  next day ,  
some un i t s  were unaware of when s peeds of 1 000 mph were 
t h em quo ted. 

The major i ty of the rema inder 
of the f i le cons ists of 
documentat ion of t he events of 
29 Apr i l  and 29 Ju ly 1 9 5 7 .  As 
t hese are somewhat d isjo inted, 
independent ly der iv ing from 
f i g h t er u n i t s  and radar 
stat ions, I reconst ruct  the 
events in a log i ca l sequence. 

On 29 Apr i l  at 8 pm a Mr L. 
Humphr ies in Shank l in, Is le of 
W i g h t ,  accompan ied by two 
other w i tnesses, saw a L I S  to  
the sou t h- east wh ich he 
exam ined t h rou g h  8 x  b inocu lars,  
wh ich reso l ved a large and 
sma L l  object .  They moved s low l y  
aga inst the star backg round, and 
at 8 .07 he phoned P i lot Off icer 
Co les, on dut y  at the long­
ran g e  radar at  Ventnor,  I s  le  of 
W ight .  Ven tnor asked the radar 
stat ion at Beachy Head if they 
cou ld see anyth ing and they 
repor ted two stat ionary 
targets t hat  Looked l i ke 
• ange ls'  <a spu r ious atmospher­
ic effect ),  and ten m inu t es 
later that one had faded. 

However,  at 9 pm the radar 
stat ion a t  St  Margarets 
reported two fas t  t racks over 
Somerset , wh ich were acqu i red 
by Ventno r .  [ Not  ice that  t h is 
is nor t h- wes t from Shank L in ,  
i . e. in the exact ly oppos i t e  
d i rect ion from Humphr ies • 
s ig h t ing .  J The two t racks 
d iverged,  one t rave l l ing  north­
eas t ,  bu t Ventnor obta ined a 
speed of 800 knots on the 
other wh i c h  t rave l led sou t h­
wes t .  T h e  Ground Con t ra l 
Intercept radar at Hope Cove 
d i ve r t ed one of two Jave l ins 
a lready in the a i r from RAF 
Od i ham to intercept, range 1 2 
m i les. He was vectored on to  
the t rack from the g round, bu t 
the t rack reached t h e  l lm i t  of 
Hope Cove ' s  ran g e  west of 
Land's End, and the Jave l in was 
ca l led off. 

At no t ime d id he get a v isua l 
s ig h t ing ,  and h is a i rborne 
intercept ion radar p icked 
noth ing up e it her des p i t e  
funct ion ing per fec t ly at  1 4  
m i. les ran g e  in the prac t ice 
intercept ions he had been 
engaged in  before be ing 
d i vert ed. Ventno r  lost t h e  
t rack a t  9 . 1 0 ,  when M r  
Humphr ies at  Shank l in report ed 
by phone on ly one object 
v is ib le,  w h ich  was becom ing 
d i ff icu l t  t o  d ist ingu ish due to 
i t s  prox im i t y  to  Jup iter .  
Repo r t s  were carr ied in  s ix 

Subsequ en t inves t igat ion show­
ed t ha t  t h e  t im ing and t racks 
were cons isten t  w it h  two of a 
t ra in ing f l i g h t  of s ixteen 
Hunters ,  the nor t h-east t rack 
in fac t  land ing at Hors ham St 
Fa i t h, Norw ich.  The speed was 
reassessed at 58 0 knots.  

F ive days later on 23 May, 
Od i ham reported that two 
Hun ters pract is ing intercept­
ions at  1 2 . 1 0  am over Hay l ing 
Is land had seen a large wh ite 
c i r cu lar  object w i th  s l ig h t l y  
cu rv ing t a i l  hang ing down 
wh i c h  they at f i rs t  thou g h t  
was a parachu te,  bu t then 
rea l ised was larger and 
fu r t her away due to the s low 
pass ing s peed. 

Three months later on 29 Ju l y  
at 4 .  1 6  pm ,  a d i fferent 
su perv isor at  Ven tnor, F l y ing 
O ff icer Hassa l l , p icked u p  a .

.. very fas t  track,  1 000- 1 400 
knots,  over Be L g ium, wh ich he 
des i gnated an X-ra id, i . e. 
host � le ,  as he had no record of 
s im i Lar  fr tend l y movemen ts. He 
thou g h t  it m i g h t  be spu r ious 
unt i l  he got a he i g h t  fix of 
42,000 fee t  [ t he p lan imetr i c  
p a s  i t  ion was g iven b y  a Type 
80 radar and the he i g h t  by a 
separate Type 1 3  rada r ] .  
Ne i ther of t h e  radar stat ions 

: 

at Wart l in g  or Sop Ley cou Ld 
see · any t h ing , and at 4 . 38 the 
t rack d �sappea red over 
Br i g ht on,  as it was too c lose 
[ entered Ventno r ' s  PE ' s J .  The 
A i r Defence NC at Box 
su g g es t ed t hey m ig h t  be 
Sc im i t ar s .  At 4 . 28 a second 
echo appeared over Be l g ium 
w i t h  the same t rack and speed 
as the f i rs t .  

Fi les 3, 4 ANJ 5 

PRO refs: A I R 20 9320, 932 1 and 9322 
Department:  A i r  M i n i stry  Secretar i at 6 
Cover i ng: January 1 955 t o  1 5  May 1 95 7 
T i t l e: Par l iamentary Quest i ons 1 93\57,  
2 1 3\57 and 220\57 
Opened: Apr i l 1 95 7  

These f i les document the 
backg round br ief ings for the 
Secretary of State when 
answe r ing quest ions in the 
House.  

M r  Stan Awbery asked on 1 7  
Apr i l : "What inves t igat ions of 
UFOs had been car r ied ou t ,  
what photog raphs and repo r t s  
w e r e  h e l d?" Majo r  Pat r i ck Wa l l  
asked on 1 5 · May: "How many 
UFOs had been det ected th is 
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yea r as compared to prev iou s  
years,  and whether t h e  object 
p i cked up over the Dove r 
S t r a i t s  o n  29 Apr i l  h a d  yet 
been ident i f ied?11  Frank Besw i ck 
asked on 1 5 May: 1 1What was t h e  
nat u r e  o f  the object o n  radar 
on Monday n i g h t  wh i ch 
occas ioned the d ispat ch of 
F i g h ter Command? . .  

The f i rst quest ion was t r i g ­
g e red by the •west Freu g h  
rnc ident I of 4- Apr i l  (see 
be low ).  The second and t h i r d  
qu est ions, tr ig gered by t h e  
even ts in F L le 2 ,  were 
comb ined. 

Secretar tat 6 l ia ised w i t h  
DD I <Tech ),  w h o  prov ided a l l  t he 
in format ion for the br ief ings.  

They reported from the ir  
records as fo l lows: 

In 1 9 5 5 - 6  they had 
rece ived 64 reports of unusu a l 
aer ia l phenomena. These had 
been c lass i f ied as 26 ba l loons,  
1 6 meteors, 8 a i rcraft , 2 
p l anets,  3 f lares, 1 mock sun, 
1 f i reba l l  [ s icJ and one 
con t r a i l . The unexp la ined 
cases, wh i ch a l l  occu r red in 
1 9 5 6 ,  were: 
• The nav igator of a Vu l ean 
obta ined a radar contact for 1 
m inute 1 5 seconds w i th an 
inv is ib le object . 

On 1 9 March, Lakenhea t h  
radar detected a target mov ing 
at 2000- 4-000 knots wh ich t hen 
st opped and hovered at a h i g h  
a l t i tu de. A Venom was 
scramb led to inter cept bu t saw 
not h  in9 . It cou ld have been 
invers Lon and ref lect ion from 
the ionosphere < • an g e  l s • and 
• anaprop' ). 
• RAF Wethersf i.e ld  vectored 
two interceptors on to a radar 
targ e t ,  and one obta ined a 
br ief v i.sua l contac t .  No other 
radar s  cou ld see it .  

A member of the Roya l 
Observer Corps repo r t ed 
some t h ing w ith insuff ic ien t  
in format Lon t o  iden t i fy i t  a s  
any part icu lar th ing .  
• A BSc reported a n  object 
at 1 2 ,000 feet wh ich may have 
been a ba l loon. 

A man saw a round object 
em i t t ing r ipp l i.ng waves l i.ke 
heat sh immer ;  it was not known 
what it m ig h t  have been. 

I n  1 9 5 7  up to Apr i l  there had 
been 1 6 reports,  c Lass if ied as 
1 radar fau l t ,  2 a i r craft 
nav i gat ion l ights,  1 meteo r ,  2 
f lares, 1 pr ivate expe r iment 
and 3 newspaper reports < 1 , 
the Jersey UFO in the Da i Ly 
Ske t ch of 6 Apr i l , had been 
adm i t ted to be a fak e ) . 
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The unexp la ined cases we re: 

• The ' West Freu g h '  case,  
W i g towns h  i re.  On 4 Apr i l  a 
stat ionary tar get was observed 
by the Ba lsca l loch radar to 
r LSe vert t ea l l  y from 50,000 to 
70,000 feet in 1 0  m inutes .  T he 
object was au tomat i ca l ly p lot­
ted by two rada rs a l terna t e ly  
as it  moved off s low ly to the 
nor t h  towards a second radar 
stat ion 20 m i les away. After 
t rave l l in g  20 m i les i t  made a 
very sha r p  tu rn to the sou t h­
east and p icked u p  speed to 
240 mph at  50,000 fee t.  The 
second rada r a lso p icked up a 
target in the cor r ect  pos i t  ion, 
bu t th is reso lved i tse lf  into 
fou r objects at  1 4 ,000 feet 
t rave l l in g  in l ine as tern abou t 
4 ,000 yards apa r t . When · t he 
s ing  le object passed beyond 
Ba l s ca l loch • s  ran g e  t hey a lso 
cou ld see these fou r .  The 
echoes were mu ch larger t h an 
norma L a i r craft ,  in fact  nearer 
to those of sh i ps .  There were 
no known a i rcraft or ba l loons 
in  the area < in any case they 
had made sharp tu rns aga inst 
the w in d ) ,  and a pass ing v­
bomber had been cor rect ly 
t racked at the same t ime. 
• On 2 6  M a r ch at RAF 
Chu r ch Law ford a t a r get acce L­
erated from rest to 1 400 mph. 
• A report  from Ken t  
thou g h t  to have been a ba l loon. 
• A G lasgow boy of ten who 
observed an object at  1 0,000 
feet t rave l l ing at 7 50 mph for 
1 5  seconds. 
• A Coverack pos tman, M r  
E r ic  Penge l ly ,  who on May 
saw a domed objec t  l ike a 
s l i ced egg, w h ich after 1 0 
m inu tes r os e  at 45 · at an 
incred i. b  l e  speed. 

The West F reu gh inc ident had 
unfortunate ly fa l len into t h e  
hands of t h e  press, bu t t h e  
Lakenheath a n d  Chu rch Lawford 
reports had r ema ined secret . 

The even t s  
rea l l y t w o  

of 2 9  Apr i l  were 
separate event s  

wh ich had become con fu sed, of 
wh ich on ly  the second had come 
ou t .  I n it ia l ly amateu r  ast ron­
ome rs had reported two objects 
near the I s  le of W ight  wh ich 
were p i cked u p  by Ventnor and 
were cons istent w i th  meteor­
a log ica l ba l loons . Th is made 
Ven tnor a lert for unusua l 
phenomena, wh ich is how t hey 
in terpreted the two Hunters 
later in the even ing.  

DD I <Tech ) l ia ised w i th  and 
obta ined adv ice from the Roya l 
Observatory,  the Meteor Sec t ion 
of the Br it ish Ast ronom ica l 
Assoc iat ion, the Meteoro log lea l 
Off i ce,  London A i rpor t ,  Br ist o l 
Un ivers i ty <research ba l loons ),  
the Navy and RAF <a i r craft 
movement s ). 

The suggested answer was : 
1 1Reports of UFOs are con t in­
ua l ly be ing rece ived. Where 
there is suff i c ient in format ion 
the major ity  of the reports 
can be exp la ined as ba l loons 
and meteors; the rest lack 
su ff i c ient in forma t ion for any 
exp lana t ion. " 

These f i les show that DD I <Tec h ) 
had been rece L V  m g ,  eo l lat ing 
and invest igat ing fa ir l y  su b­
stant ia l numbers of UFO 
reports s ince 1 9 5 5 ,  w i t h  a 
w ide c i r e  le of adv is ing or gan­
isat ions.  There are at leas t 1 0  
or i g ina l newspaper c l ipp ings in 
the f i les, so they were 
gather ing pr ess reports too. 

Tt-E STRUCTURE �DU: IBl£ 

So we see that there was no 
forma l centra l eo l lect ion of 
UFO reports before January 
1 95 1 .  DDOps <AD ) opened such a 
f i le for record pu rposes in 
September 1 9 5 2 .  Respons ib i l i t y  
passed t o  DO l  <Tec h )  i n  January 
1 9 5 3  who seem to have 
forma l ised the repo r t ing 
sys t em and started ana lys ing 
reports from 1 95 5 .  

Very few reports were regarded 
as unexp la ined, and of those 
the major ity  were unexp la inab le  
due t o  lack  of data.  There was 
a s in g  le impress ive case,  the 
radar s i g h t ing at West Freu g h .  
Here f ive objects,  e it her very 
large or w i th  very h i gh radar 
reflectan ce,  were detected by 
th ree independent radars w i t h  
hard copy ou t pu t ,  and behaved 
in a manner incons is ten t  w i th  
any known object .  

Tt-E COI'CLUS I Qto.S  REACt-ED 

I t  is ev iden t that DD I <Tec h ) 
was the on ly un i t  work ing in 
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th is f i e ld;  there was, fo r 
instance, no serv ice resea rch 
organ isat ion. It  is  unfor tuna t e  
t h a t  none of the f t  les opened 
der ive from DD I <Tech ) itse lf. 

I t  is ev ident that 00 1  <Tech ),  
and DDOps <AO ) \A I (3 ) before 
them, had no start l ing secret 
know ledge of the so l u t ion to 
the UFO en i gma -- as has been 
a l leged in Amer t ea regar d in g  
t he Majest i c  papers o n  crashed 
sau cer inves t igat ions, for 
examp le.  

advanced that t here was a 
su per-secret UFO inves t igat ion 
departmen t ,  and that e i t her 
DD I <T ech ) were unaware of it ,  
or  that they never ex isted and 
t hese f i Les are a p lant .  The 
l a t t er po int  is eas i ly checked; 
one has on l y  to  f ind A G i ffen 
Peacock , a p leas ing Ly d ist in et­
ive name,  who s i gned a l l  the i r  
reports ,  a n d  is l isted i n  t h e  
A i r Force L ist from January 
1 9 5 7  to A pr i l  1 9 6 2 . 

However,  the report on the 
West F r eu g h  inc ident conta ins 
as its cone lus ion the nea rest 
we have so far got  to  an 
off ic ia l  recogn i t ion that UFOs 
ex ist as a r tefacts:  

11 1 t is cone luded that the 
inc ident was due to the 
presence of five ref lect ing 
objects of un ident ified type 
and or ig in. It is cons idered 
un l ike ly that they were 
convent iona l a ircraft, 

The UFO en i gma was m i l itar i ly 
. assessed as a tact ica l l  y non-

th reaten ing prob lem, and 
probab ly  t r iv ia l . M i l itary 
personne l were ju st as 
suscept ib l e  to ' f laps '  and 
m ispercept ion as anyone e lse. 
The argument w i L L  no dou bt be 

Persona L l y ,  I inc l ine to the 
cock-u p  rat her t h an the cover­
up t heory o f  g overnment,  and 
indeed the radar p lots in the 
f i les have at l east two major 
er rors in t hem. I t  is not a 
n ice t hou g h t  t hat  t he a t r  
defence of the Un i t ed K ingdom 
was in the hands of 
incompe t en t s !  

meteoro log ica l ba l loons or 
charged c louds. 

001 <Tech ) 30 Apr i l  1 957. 11 DID 

Th is t ex t  formed the bas i s  of 
the au t h o r ' s  presentat ion to 
the Magon ia 20th Ann iversary 
conference. 
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EVANS, Hi lary,  wit h  SPENCER , John (compi l er s  and ed i tors ) .  UFOs 
1 9�1- 1 981: t he �0-yeor seorch for on explonot ion. Fort ean 
Tomes,  1 98 7 . £ 1 2 . SO. 

EVANS, H i lary ,  and SPENCER, John ( compi l er s  and edi t ors ).  
Phenomenon,· from flying s11ucers to UFOs - forty yeors of f11ct s 
and rese11rc!J. Hacdona l d, 1 988 .  

These two vo l umes, edited by Evans and Spencer for  BUFORA 
cel ebrate the fortiet h  anniversary of ' f l ying saucers' .  They 
mark an important stage in t he maturing of  ufo l ogy .  For 
convenience in t his review I sha l l  refer t o  t he Fortean Tomes 
book as ' U' and t he Macdona ld vol ume as 'P '. Wit h  48 artic l es 
in 'U'  and 41 i n  'P'  i t  is, even a l l ow i ng for  the  dup lication, 
imposs i b l e  to r eview eac h  satisfactori l y. One roost  be content  
wit h  genera l trends and impress i ons. 

In genera l ,  ' (J' was designed for t he specia list  and 'P '  for t he 
general pub lic,  however, to get an adequa t e  overview of t he 
subj ect  one roost  consu l t  bot h books, and t he c ontr i but i ons t o  
eac h  range f r om t he presentat i ons o f  origina l researc h,  t o  t he 
tr i te to t he frank l y  ridicu l ous. 

The cont rast is remarka b l e  between t he sophistication of Mauge 
( ' (J' 1 60 ) ,  or 11eheust ( ' U' 352 ) ,  and t he naive opt i mism of  
Stringfie ld { ' U' US ) ,  Pryt z  ( ' (J' 269)  or McCamp be l l  ( 'P'  348 ) ,  
or t he essentia l l y  pseudosc i enti f ic present a t  i ons b y  Behrendt 
( 'U'  255, 'P' 282 ) ,  a dat ed anti-gravit y  t heory far removed 
from t he out l ook and concerns of contemporary p hysics. 

The opportunit y  is oft en given for readers to make up t heir own 
minds bet ween cont rasting views of particu lar aspects  of t he 
subj ect .  For examp l e  Cha lker < ' (J' 192 ) and Verga ( ' U' 1 91, 'P'  
1 99 )  on physica l evidencej  Oevereux ( 'P '  3 1 6 )  and Rutkowski 

( 'P' 30 1 ,  ' U' 2 7 3 )  on ear t h lightsi or Hopkins ( 'P'  1 34 )  and 
Rinvner ( 'P '  155 ) on abduc tions, or bet ween t he editors  
t hemse l ves ( 'P'  373,  ' P ' 387 ) on t he who l e  appr oach  t o  t he 
mat t er .  On the o t her  hand, t r eatment of ind i vidua l cases is not 
t he best .  Perhaps get t ing  a Danish writ er t o  summarise over­
exposed c lassics ( ' U' �8 ) was not t he best  approach .  I t  may 
we l l  be t hat t he on l y  individua l case given suf ficient t reat ­
ment i s  Shough ' s  exce l l ent review o f  Lakenheat h ( ' P '  82 ) .  T he 
genera l t r end of t he two vo l umes is obvious. An ext reme divide 
nas grown up between US <or US raised and educated >  defenders 
of t he ETH,  who invariab l y  expr ess t heir viewpoint in t he most 
simp listic , peop l e  of anothe r  shape ,  next cent u r y •  s t ec hno l ogy 
termsi and the essentia l l y  European perception of t he UFO 
phenomena as a psyc ho-socia l g l oss on nat ura l phenomena. 

The ' European' camp is itse l f  divided bet ween t hose whose 
primary  i nt erest is in t he core  • rea l phenomenon ' - large l y  
seen as gee-physica l l y re lat ed lights ;  and t hose whose int erest 
lies in t he psyc ho-socia l r eactions t o  what may be regarded as 
t he misint erpretations of fai r l y  coiMlOn obj ec t s  or pnenomena. 
Wit hin t his Lat t er group ,  some viewpo ints  see t he psycho-socia l 
r eac tions as t he produc t  of human cu l ture  and imagination; 
ot hers detect t he i n tervention o f  some sup ra-human inte l l i gence 
(a. k. a. God? ) in human affair s. A l l t hese group i ngs constitute  
a continuum of views about t he re lia bi lity  of  eyew i tness 
t estimony and the r e l evance of tec hno l og i ca l  so l u t i ons to 
human prob l ems. 

Readers of t hese books wi l l  f i nd a good ground i n g  in t he 
r e l evance  of phys i ca l  traces, t he c u l t ura l and psycho l o gica l 
background, t he historica l background ,  media coverage, t he rO l e  
o f  photo grap h i c  evidence,  t h e  use o f  computers, t he eart h l  ights  
debates and t he abduction debates.  Perhaps a genera l sop h i st i c ­
ated study o f  t he genera l occupant fo lk l ore wou ld have been 
usefu l 

The con tr i but i ons made by t he ed i t ors t o  both books are 
especia l l y  va l ua b l e  ( i t wou ld be a pit y  i f  the on l y  adu l t  UFO 
book by Hi lary Evans was t o  r emain t he strange l y  na i ve and out ­
of-charact er Evidence for UFOs 

Phys i ca l l y t he FT vo l ume i s  a large,  handsome paperback wh i c h  
(desp i te  some t ypesetting pro b l ems )  does c r ed i t  t o  B o b  Rickard 
in his first venture as a book pub lisher. By cont rast t he 
convnerc ia l l  y produced Phenomen4. f r om t he Robert 11axwe l l  
sta b l e ,  appears t o  be print ed on civi l servic e  lavat ory paper. 

UFOs is r equired read ing ,  and Phenomenon shou ld  a l so be of 
interest to many Hagonio readers Pet er Rogerson 
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HALSELL, Grace. Prophecy and 
Pol i t i cs; mi l i t ont evange l i st s 
on the rood to nu cl eor wor. 
Laur ence and H i l l ,  West por t ,  
CN, 1 986.  

The f o l k lore  d i scussed by ufo­
l o g  i st  s, even abduct i on l or e, 
i s  pretty  harml ess compared 
w i t h  t hat of t he mi l i t ant 
' mor a l  maj or i t y '  in t he USA. 
T h i s  is a f o l k  l ore  of genu i ne 
' apoca l yptoph i l i a '  spun by 
peo p l e  who dream of dest roy i ng 
t he wor l d. Be l i ev i ng t hemse l v­
es to be part  of t he ' saved 
remnant ' who wi l l  be taken off  
by t he l i feboat of the rapt­
ure ,  t hey g l ory  in  t he t hou ght 
of  t he destruct i on of ever yone 
e l se, inc l ud i ng t he i r  own 
fami l i es. The aut hor suggest s 
t hat t he I srae l i state cohab­
i t s  w i t h  t hese characters  i n  
order t o  get funds t hr ough  
congr ess. Sad l y, nowhere near 
t he out rage has been devoted 
to t he i nf l uence of t hese 
groups on Pres i dent Reagan 
than has been shown over t he 
ma i n l y  ben i gn inf luence  of a 
pop ast ro l oger .  Peter Rogerson 

ELL I SON, Ar t hur .  The Reo l i t y  
of t he Poronor!MI. Har ra p, 
1 988. £ 1 2 . 95 .  

T h i s  book , by a former Pres i ­
dent o f  the SPR concent rates 
on spont aneous and f i e l d  phen­
omena , rat her t han t hose of 
t he l a boratory.  There are sec­
t i ons on a var i ety  of top i cs,  
but few are deve l oped fu l l y .  
The usua l psyc h i c  researc hers 
gr i pes about ' mater i a l i st 
Western sc i ence' are paraded, 
and no conc ess i ons are made t o  
the scept i c a l  case - except 
where E l l i son h i mse l f  i s  t he 
scept i c . T he aut hor ' s v i ews 
are i nf l uenced by h i s  T heoso­
ph i st conv i ct i ons, a l l bet hey 
l i be r a l  ones. Peter Hogerson 

HYNEK, J Al l en, I MBROGNO, 
P h i l i p J. and PRATT , Bob. 
Night Si ege; t he Hudson Y111 Ley 
UFO sight ings. Ba l l ant i ne 
Books, 1 987 .  S6 .  95. 

Des p i t e  the aut hors' des parate 
attempts to  prove otherwi se, 
it is c l ear  t hat the phenomen­
on to wh i c h  the bu l k  of  t h i s  
book i s  devoted - l umber ing, 
no i sy, boomer ang shaped r ows 
of powerful  l i ghts, wh i c h  can 
be photographed - have on l y  a 
tangent i a l  connect i on wi t h  
what most o f  us wou ld regard 
as ' t rue UFOs ' . The aut hor s '  
a t tempts t o  t ransform t hese 
l i ght s i nt o  g i ant spacesh i ps 

a re, to put i t  m i l d l y , uncon­
v i nc i ng.  Hoax by m i c r o l  i gh t  or 
hang l i der p i l ots  versus sec ret 
mi l l tary t ec hno l ogy wou l d  seem 
to be t he ma j o r  opt i ons. For 
s i mi l ar cases in the  UK ,  see 
Dav i d  C l a r k e ' s a r t i c l e  ' F l y  by 
N i ght ' in UFO Brigant i� 
March/Apr d 1 988.  To sweet en a 
r a t her du l l  p i l l , t here  are 
account s of abduc t i on fantas­
i es wh i c h, unwi tt i n g l y ,  show 
how t hese were generated by 
ufo l o g i  sts. Peter Rogerson 

CARTER, Da l e . The Fina l 
front i e� Verso ,  1 988.  £8 .  95.  

The bas i c  hypot hes i s  of t h i s  
book i s  t hat t he dream of 
space f l i ght  qu i ck l y  turned 
i nt o  n i ghtmare .  lt beg i ns w i t h  
a det a i l ed ana l ys i s  o f  t he 
i deas con t a i ned i n  Thomas 
Pync hon ' s mass i ve f i c t i on 
work ,  6rovity ' s  Roinbow. T h i s  
i s  ext reme l y  ted i ous and 
r i dd l ed w i t h  academi c j ar gon 
but once Carter  moves on to  
exami ne t he postwar fact ors  i n  
Amer i c a  t hat  brought about t he 
Apo l l o  moon l and i ng mi ss i ons 
h i s  v i ews bec ome far  c l earer 
and more  s i gn i f i cant . Vested 
i nt erests used t he space m is­
s i ons to  l i ne t he i r  own 
pock ets ,  ease po l i t i c a l  and 
soc i a l  t ens i ons and i nt i m i date 
fore i gn enemi es. t he utop i a  of 
t he new front i er r ea l l y  h i d  
t he t ot a l i t ar i an ideo l ogy of 
t he Naz i r e g i me  wh i c h  had 
h e l ped make spacef l i ght  and 
m i ss i l e t ec hno l ogy pract i c a l  -
but t h i s  t i me  t he pi l l  was 
sugared w i t h  the  promi se of 
c onsumer aff l uenc e for t hose 
who wor ked hard and be l i eved 
in t he wh i te mi dd l e-c l ass 
va l ues of  t he USA. 

T he  same trend can be seen i n  
t he deve l o pment of other mod­
ern  tec hno l og i es .  The dreams 
of hobby i s t s  who bu i l t  pr i mi t ­
i ve rad i o  set s o r  exp_er i mented 
wi t h  t e l ev i s i on systems soon 
found t hem shatt ered when mi l ­
i tary and i ndust r i a l  i nt erest s 
t ook  over t he i r  patent s. 

T here are severa l prob l ems 
w i t h  Cart er ' s i deas. One i s  
t hat  h e  i s  far too genera l and 
sweep ing  in h i s  comment s a bout 
Amer i ca.  Everyt h i ng seems to 
l ead t o  a great i nev i tab l e, 
unstoppa b l e, i nf l ex i b l e, mi l ­
i t ar y  i ndust r ia l  c ons i racy ,  
and n o  recogn i t i on of  contrary 
forces or i deas i s  made. 

Despi t e  t hese f au l t s, t he book 
does offer an exce l l en t  over­
v i ew of  Amer i c an soc iety  i n  

t he post war years and i t  
prov ides a great ana l ys i s  of 
t he space programme and t he 
many  factors  t hat cont r i but ed 
to i t s success in t he 1 96 0 1 s .  

Th is  book mi ght  not seem l i k e  
a n  obv i ous c ho i c e  f o r  ufo l og­
i sts ,  but it does prov i de t he 
cont ext for be l i ef i n  s pace 
exp l orat i on and l i fe on ot her 
p l anets.  t he eagerness of t he 
Amer i can i ma g i nat i on for  s pac e 
m iss i ons can t e l l  us why and 
how the cont act ee movement 
took root .  

T he f a i lure  of t he Apo l l o  
m iss i ons t o  ma inta i n  soc i a l  
cohes i on and understand i ng can 
be seen as  par t  of  t he fac t ors  
t hat  have  l ead to  t he fearf u l  
stor i es of t he abduct ees. I n  
fac t ,  Grovi t y ' s  Hoinbow i t se l f  
cont a i ns many examp l es of 
c harac t ers  be i n g  seduced and 
cont r o l l ed by i I t  us i ons wh i c h  
a r e  s i m i  t ar t o  abductee 
exper i ences. I n  t he  l i gh t  of 
recent Amer i can cases t h e  
i nt eract i on between l i terat­
ure ,  tec hno l ogy, i deo l ogy and 
UFO be l i efs is wor t h  cons i d­
er i ng. Nige l �at son 

VALLEE, Jacques. Dimension; o 
cosebook of ol i en contoct. 
Cont emporary Books, C h i cago,  
1 988. S 1 7 .  95. 

A new book from Va l l ee i s  
somet h ing we wou l d  once have 
wa i t ed for off  t he boat as 
eager l y  as Amer i cans onc e  
f locked to t he New York dock s  
to  secure t he i r  copy of  t he 
L at est  ep i sode from Char l es 
D i ckens bear i n g  news of t he 
dea t h  of L i t t l e  Ne L l .  However ,  
s i nce hear ing  Va l l ee speak in  
London a few years ago  under 
t he aeg i s  of  a cur i ous UFO 
or gan i sat i on we have not heard  
of before  or s i nce, we  began 
to  have a sus p i c i on t hat f he 

former  Greatest -L i v i ng-Ufo l og­
i s t ' s v i ews and understand i ng 
of t he subj ect  may not have 
deve l o ped great l y  s i nce t he 
days of Passport t o  ifogonia -
cer t a i n l y  h i s  st a ge pr esent­
at i on hadn '  t .  

Th i s  book conf i r ms our susp i c­
i ons .  I t  i s  s imp l y  a sc i ssors­
and- past job on t he aut hor ' s  
prev i ous book s: l ar ge l y  Pass­
port w i t h  a das h  of In visible 
Co l l ege and ifessengers of 
Decept ion. t he on l y  concess i on 
to anyt h i ng t ha t  has happened 
in t he l ast t en years is a few 
not es about t he Hopk i nson i an 
abduct i ons scat t er ed around. 

T h i s  i sn ' t to say t hat  t he 
book i s  wor t h l ess - not h i ng 
Va t l ee wr i tes i s  - j ust  t hat 
i t  adds not h i ng to what we 
have a l ready l earned f rom h i �  
I f  you have none of h i s  ot her 
book s on your she l ves, t h i s  i s  
pr obab l y  a s  good a n  i nt roduc­
t ion as any to  t he work  of one 
of t he most i nf l uent i a l  f i g­
ures i n  ufo l ogy {he gave us 
our t i t l e , after  a l l ) , o ther­
w i se k eep  your money i n  your 
pocket .  I can' t he l p  fee l i ng 
i t  wou l d  have been more honest 
if t he pub l i shers had ca l l ed 
the book ' Jac ques Va l l ee '  s 
Gr eatest H i ts ' , rather  t han 
i mp l y i ng a maj o r  new work from 
ufo l ogy •  s fad i n g  guru. J RilllTil!r 

OEVL I N, Jud i t h. The Superst i t ­
ious Hind; French Peosont s ond 
t he supernat uraL in t he 1 9th 
cent ury. Ya l e, 1 98 7 .  S20. 00. 

T h i s  is per haps an exampl e  of 
t he ' o l d  fo l k l ore '  wh i c h  r e l e­
gates the  study t o  geograph i c ­
a l l y  and t empora l l y remote 
zones. Oev l i n  sees ' superst i t ­
i on s  as a psyc ho l o g i c a l  
mechan i sm f o r  dea l i n g  w i t h  t he 
vaguar i es of l i fe .  Possess i on, 
prophecy ,  v i s i ons, fa i r i es,  
etc . , are d i scussed. T hough 
Dev l ins sug gests t hat she does 
not regard super t i t i on as 
pri� faceo ant i -rat i ona l ,  t he 
account s  tend to ass i mi l ate 
such exper i ences to  menta l  
i l l ness or inebr i at i on ,  suff­
used wi t h  a ' how cou l d  t hey 
be l i eve t hat 1 fee l i ng. I t  i s  
mu c h  eas i er t o  pat r on L se t hose 
who cannot answe r  bac k ,  yet 
performances l i ke  many d i scus­
sed here i n  are st i l l  tak i ng 
p l ace  in modern soc i et i es. 
There are i ns i ghts  however :  
the  connect i on bet ween La 
Sa l l et t e  wi t h  its � idespr ead 
' Letters from J esus 1 , and t he 
contac t ee movement �i t h  
' l et t ers  f rom nowhere' . PR 


