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THE FREE MARKET IN UFOLOGY 

Magonia and its earlier man i­
fes tat ion MUFOB have always 
shown a s trong scept ic ism t o  
the idea o f  cen tralized UFO 
research organisat ions.  Apart 
from t he fac t t hat mos t  of the 
grandious p lans for t hem 
usually come t o  naught leav ing 
the planners looking rat her 
s illy, we have always dou bt ed 
t hat such p lans were des irable , 
even i f  pos s ible. 

One of the principles <alt hough 
not , it would appear, tne 
prac t ice ) o f  That cherism is 
t hat monopolies, s t a t e  or 
privat e,  are a bad t h ing and 
serve only t o  limit the 
consumers cho ice. As far as we 
know The Boss has not  yet  
t urned her at t Bn t ion t o  
ufology, but here · she would 
f ind a f in e  example of t he 
values o f  t he Free Market! 

Although held up as an exam p le 
of t he free en t erprise econom­
ically , t he USA demonstrat es 
monopoly at work in u fo logy .  
MUFON n o w  appears t o  be t h e  
dominant force i n  t he UFO 
market <CUFOS, although in f lu­
ent ial,  is not a mass member­
ship body ) and is us ing i t s  
monopoly pos it ion t o  prevent 
debat e on the so- cal led Gulf 
Breeze case,  a collec t ion of 

charm ing pho t os taken by a 
gen t le man known as 'Mr Ed • ;  
pres umably no re lat ion t o  t he 
famous t alking horse .  MUFON 
funct ionaries who have dared 
t o· express doubt  over t h is 
case have been purged by t h e  
Net work ' s  own Mrs T . ,  Wal t  
Andrus . The resu lt ing fuss is 
driving even MJ 12 from the 
pages o f  the US UFO mags. 

In Brit ain however, we see t he 
bene f it of compet it ion in t he 
form o f  t wo sp lendid inves t ig­
at ions of the same t wo cases 
by bo t h  YUFOS and IUN, t h e  
group bas ed aro und UFO 
Brigan tia. One case involves a 
phot ograph o f  a sma l l, out o f  
focus image,  which may or may 
not be an alien, or may or may 
not be a Prudent ial Insurance 
agen t named Jack McHale. 

The ot her case involves a 
s upposed abduct ion in t he 
Roundhay Park district o f  
Leeds. IUN f irs t looked at t h is 
inciden t ,  and felt  t here was a 
genuin e  case there which 
merit ed furt her invest igat ion . 
YUFOS also invest igat ed, in t h e  
true spirit  o f  free ent erpris e .  
A f t er a splendidly excit ing 
invest igat ion, involving illicit 
meet ings with mem bers o f  I UN, 
s t ake-outs in Leeds c i t y  
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godfat her; or Arab oil sheiks,  
or Pres iden t Kennedy <s t ill 
alive, of course ) ,  or- Ronald 
Reagan (st il l  alive, probably), 
or Nazis in Paraguay, or 
anybody else you care to name. 
Remember,  when t h is amazing 
revelat ion at las t appears in 
Sunday Sport, you read it here 
f irst .  

As someth in g  o f  a postscript 
to Man f red Cass irer•s art icle 
in t h is issue on t he Hag and 
t he Succubus, readers may be 
in terest ed t o  learn t hat t h is 
phenomenon is known in Hong 
Kong as bei guai chack, ' being 
pressed by a ghos t • .  In t he 
book Chinese Ghosts and ESP 
<Scarecrow, 1 98 2  ), Char les 
Emmons lis t s  several cases . I 
note some selected charact er­
ist ics wh ich will seem fam iliar 
in ot her con t ex t s  to our 
readers .  Numbers refer to the 
cases as indexed in t he book: 

• G99: "sense light in fron t of 
Can we predict social pan ics? me t hrou� h c losed eyes .. 
There is one we have not heard • GlOO: 'riPreternat ural darkness 
yet , but I predict we will. It - but saw ray o f  s t range green 
is a var ian t of t he abduct ion- light on t op of her shadow . . . .. 
pregnancy myt h, but in a • G103: 11a short , fat Ch inese 
terres t r ial  rat her t han an woman in her t h ir t ies floated 
ext rat errest r ial  set t ing. int o  the room like the wind, 

Someone will  repor t <or 
•remember• or fantas ize) or 
will  have a fr iend who knew 
abo u t  s uch things <a scien t ist 
or hosp i t a l  worker ) , that t hey 
have been ar t if ic ially insem in­
ated f o l low ing an abduct ion by 
mys t e r ious scien t is t s  <or 
bus iness men or MIB ). Lat er ,  
dur ing ano t her abduct ion t he 
foet us w i l l  be abort ed. They 

came up t o  my bed and lay on 

top of me, face down , looking 
at me . . .  had bei guai chaak 
<BGC), sem i- consc ious for a 
couple of days "  
• G 1 05:  BGC ghos t g ives vict im 
winn ing numbers for the 
horses . 
• 2 7X: BGC and o t her appar­
it ions invo lve feelings of  
being cold.  

will. 
discov�r t �at t h is is t o  Emmons as im ilat es BGC to sleep 

prov1de bra1n t 1ssue or o t h�r paralys is and lowered body 
spare par t s• for a Maf1a temperat ure. 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

'Free Market • from Page One 

cen t re, and car journeys in t he 
dead o f  n ight with messages 
passed by flashing warn ing 
l igh t s .  The result  of t his was 
YUFOS uncovered informat ion 
wh ich underm ined the credib­
ilit y o f  bo t h  t he 'abduct ee '  
and t he p r in c ip le witness. 

IUN was not impressed by t h is. 
They seem to have st uck t he ir 
colours t o  t he witnesses cred­
ibilit y: t he y  conc lude t he ir 
rebu t  tal  o f  YUFOS 's  crit ic isms 
by saying "due t o  new infor­
mat ion g iven b.( [the witness], 
t he case stil� remains open , 
and furt her inves t igat ions will 
be underway". YUFOS o f  course 
also has in format ion wh ich it 
canno t  reveal at presen t.  

YUFOS may be a bit heavy 
handed on t he Yorksh ire- macho 
school of u f o logy- as- thriller­
scr ip t , but in t h is case t hey 
are ahead on p o in t s ,  if not yet 
a knock- o u t .  B u t  t he real 
lesson is t hat  here we have at 
least t wo independen t view­
points o f  what cou ld have been 
an impo r t an t  case. We also 
have t wo crit ical v iews of t he 
o t her inves t igat ion, all freely 
available t o  t he public. This 
seems to be t he benef it of t he 
free market in act ion, and we 
would not  have it if t here was 
one, all- encompass ing •nat ional '  
UFO inves t igat ion agency. We do 
not have the s i t uat ion t hat 
seems to be growing in Amer ica 
where diss iden t v iews to MUFON 
have to be dis t r ibuted in a 
form o f  u f o log ical •sam izdat •. 
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NIGHTMARES, 

SEX 

AND ABDUCTIONS 

Demonolog ist s  of the Rena is­
sance - generally much less 
enlight ened or humane than one 
would have expec t ed - subt ly 
dist ingu ish the male incubus 
from his female count erpart 
<succubus ) .  The former derives 
et ymolog ically from Incubare 
( ' t o  lie down ' ) , wh ile the 
lat ter is a derivat ion of 
succubare <'t o  lie under' ).  

The advan t age of · using the 
term 'n ight mare is t hat it is 
so familiar. It is however 
misleading in this cont ext 
since it implies sleep, when in 
fac t the experiences under 
discussion are always stat ed 
to involve full consc iousness 
of one's surroundings, e . g . , o f  
a light sh in ing through a door 
in one of my cases. In 
Hu f forct's  words: "The vict ims 
are awake and . . . hear and see 
and feel odd-sounding th ings·� 

Con fusion has been creat ed by 
Freudian in t erpretat ions arbit­
rarily forced on the dat a. 
Hu f ford, evident ly ill at ease 
in this Procrustean bed, has 
cleared the air by exp laining 
there are "at least t hree t ypes 
of noc t urna l  experiences: a 
varie t y  of dreams [of the REM­
type], sexua l encoun t ers with 
'supernat urals' and a t t acks 
of t he Old Hag t ype without 
any obvious sexualit y."2 I t  is 
the lat t er which are akin t o  
and 'readily assim i la t ed t o  
wit chcraft be lie fs ' . 

As O ld Hag a t  tacks have a t  t­
ract ed less at ten t ion t han, 
say, night mares, I shal l  start 
by summarising a t y pical 
example.  It is of addit ional 
in t erest in incorporat ing 
elements suggest ive o f  UFOs 
and the paranormal in general. 

It commenced with t he sight ing 
of "a light across the Bay" in 
Canada. ' John ' ,  the experient , 
regards t h is ep isode with ill­
deserved con t empt and pract­
ically dism isses it as of  no 
importance.  His account mean­
wh ile con tains "all four of the 
primary Old Hag feat ures", 
including awareness of be ing 
awake, immobilit y with some 
possible sensation of pressure, 
and normal percept ion of the 
surroundings. Paranormal foot­
st eps <st andard feat ures of 
haun ted houses )  are incorpor­
ated; a se lf-lum inous figure 
glows in t h e  dark. 

Historica lly by 1 1 00 ,  Christ ian 
dogma concern ing the gross 
double- act of demon ic molest­
at ion and assault was "solidly 
est ablished as an art icle o f  
learned faith t hroughout West­
ern Europe"3• Oddly enough,  
recent st udy has est ablished a 
similar syndrome on a more 
so lidly invest igat ed foundat ion 
as st ill  flourishing in New-
foundland and e lsewhere. 
Alleged viola t ions of the 
human body by obscure and 
sinist er ent it ies is said t o  be 
all the rage ,  even if uncon­
nec t ed with black magic 
rit uals. However: 

"The precise dist in c t  ions which 
were made . . .  bet ween volupt­
uous sleep-re lat ed experiences 
and at tacks o f  the O ld Hag 
type are dif f icu lt t o  
det erm ine.2 

As recorded by Cot t on Ma ther 
7 ,  paralysis and fear were are 
induced through spec tral 
visit a t ion to  one R ichard 
Coman , the occult agency 
working throu�h a New Eng land 
sorceress be 1ng blamed. the 
at tack was noct urnal. the 
subjec t  - as in some polt er­
geist cases - was thrown out 
of bed, or almost so. It is an 
above average example o f  
'spectral evidence ' brough t 
be fore t he courts.  

According t o  Persona < 1 3 2 8 -
142 1 )  a n  unusual incubus-like 
creat ure flourished in Germany 
in the house of a certain 
"renowned knight",  at trac t ed by 
his beaut iful sist er. Numerous 
as the creat ure 's  accomplish­
ment s  were, t he y  did not 
inc lude visibilit y ,  but t h e  
hands "slender and sof t "  were 
much in evidence, and it  is a 
fact t hat 'sp irit  hands', 
det ached from t h e  body and 
o f t en o f  a pleasant appearanc e ,  
are amply a t  t es t ed in t he 
mediumist ic lit erat ure. 

If we can believe Guazzo, 
females enslaved by the power 
of darkness were rewarded with  
an incubus in  t he form of  a 
"rank goat" - an an imal t hen 
most unjust ly despised. 
Caiet ano, who wrot e on 
wit chcra f t  4 ,  knew of "a woman 
in love whom the dev il 
ano in t ed naked, prom ising that  
he would t ake h er to  her 
lover". In an unconsc ious stat e 
she imag ined t ha t  she was w i t h  
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him ,  but 
de lus ion. 

it was only a 

According t o  Johann Meyfarth 
< 1 63 5 ) not on ly hundreds o f  
women, but <he regret fully 
admit s )  even men, con fessed t o  
having had sex with demons. 
This however was d ismis sed as 
an illusion by no less a 
scholar t han Thummius on 
account of  t he anat omical 
short comings of the spir it s3• 
Bas ica lly a fa llen angel, Sat an 
is incorporeal,  but can shape a 
body for himse lf from a corpse. 
Having done so he is free to 
copulate ,  but first he must 
collect the semen. Brooding in 
the solitude of t he ir cells,  
the undefiled godly b retheren 
gave vent to t he ir limited 
imaginat ion, in which one is 
none t oo p leasant ly reminded 
of abduct ion scenarios and 
rape by semi-human monsters 
described by Hopkins and 
St rieber , whether of heaven or 
ear t h ,  1 0• 

At one t ime d is m issed by 
Mot her Church as salacious 
dreams,  t h is sort of t h in� came 
to be t aken dead ly ser1ous ly, 
but by t he t ime of Louis XV it 
was cons idered a huge joke. 
Incub i and t he like were now 
cons idered as at  bes t figments 
of t he imaginat ion, lead ing t he 
way t o  t he ult ima t e  d isin t er­
pretat ion of t he phenomenon as 
such. S t ill it could serve a 
useful purpose as a conven ient 
alib i: 

"To conceal sin ,  a woman, a 
girl ,  a nun in name only, a 
aebauchee, who a f fe c t s  the 
appearance of virtue, will palm 
off her lover for an incubus 
spirit which haunts her . "  7 

As a c loak for concupiscence it 

served Bishop Sylvanus , whose 
physica l form was assumed by a 
cert a in S ist er's incubus, un­
det erred apparent ly by t he 
st ill d istant prospe ct s o f  t he 
jibes o f  t he Elizabethan Regina 
Scot and, no doubt, of other 
unsung more cont emporary 
pur it anical scept ics. 

In a s imilar vein is Sinist­
rari's moral t a le about the 
religious who locked herself in 
a fter d inner. An inquisit ive 
S ist er bored a h o le t hrough 
t he wal l  of her cell, when a l l  
was revealed: an a ll- t oo­
eart h ly lover was masquerading 
as a spirit from t he deep .  On 
t he other hand was it a 
genuine spec imen n o t orious , it 
is said, for s inging "the most 
dirty songs" <no exam p les 
being given ) in which h is 
modest virgin vict im refused 
to join? 

For once t here is a happy 
ending, for t he gir l's prayers 
and t ears drove away t he Evil 
One, and t hus M argaret o f  
Cort ona was le ft  in peace. When 
it comes t o  t he ques t ion of  
t he sex act , t here is a marked 
lack of consensus of learned 
opin ion among fre lat es, who 
had not as ye learned t o  
con fine t he ir at t en t ion t o  
mat t ers polit ica l .  Some had 
felt con f ident to assert t ha t  
it grat if ied t h e  demons 
t hemselves , but t h is is not t he 
cons idered op1n 1on o f  Thomas 
Aquinas , a man o f  superior 
aut hority in a l l  mat t ers 
relat ing t o  w it ch c ra f t  and 
demonology. 

A s im i lar unresolved dilemma 
rela t es to t he vict ims of lewd 
demonic atten t ion: at t imes it  
would be presen t ed as a lmost 

rapturous , but a t  ot hers the 
very reverse, and Scat quo t es 
Nider t o  the e f fect t ha t : 
"Heret o fore. . .  Incu bus was fain 
t o  ravish women against  t heir 
will" .  However, a fter what 
seems · a rather arbit rary 
wat ershed in 1 40 0  t here was an 
unexplained change so t hat 
now: "Wit ches consent willingly 
to t he ir des ire" a 

If Nider was right - and his 
aut hority is perhaps t oo great 
to be success fully cha llenged -
and morals were no longer what 
t hey were be fore t hat crit ical 
dat e ,  it may seem st range that 
there are nowadays once more 
so many report ed cases of  
forced int ercourse w it h  the 
demons. Meanwhile, Nider gains 
support from st ories such as 
that of  t he sevent eent h 
cent ury gir l  who, pursued by a 
fiendish spirit "seemed a lmost 
afra id of  being delivered from 
t he devil. " 7 \.ilorse is to come 
- a nubile German w it ch was so 
depraved t hat  she act ually 
su mmoned her incubus ! 

What t hen of t he of fered 
pleasures of  the Stria cu m or 
Wit ches' Sa bbat h, those secret 
nocturnal ga therings prom ising 
prospect s  o f  every indulgence 
of the f lesh? Retrospect ively 
t hey seem very invit ing from 
almost every point of view. 
Except ionally, Pet rus V a lderma 
in 16 1 7  depict s t he part ic i-
pant s s itt ing at "t ables 
served. . .  with t he most 
delicious dishes and exquisite 
wines", for those who were no t 
t oo part icular since t he very 
wait ers were demons - an 
exper ience to which some of us 
have occas ionally been subject­
ed. As if t o  soft en the blow of  
the s in is t er cat ering service, 



the refreshment s were followed 
by alluring "sound of t he mos t 
charming mus ic" <no suggest ive 
dit t ies here ) and, the ligh t s  
having been put ou t, t he amp le 
grat ificat ion of one ' s  every 
aes ire. 3• But Va lderma t ac t ­
fully om its to  ment ion that 
this "marve l lous food" <as it  
is descr ibed elsewhere ) cou ld 
really cons ist of s ickening 
bits of grass and worms as in 
the case of t he fairy banq ue t s  
la id on for abduc t ees.  9 The 
Devil being allerg ic to t he 
cleans ing propert ies of salt , 
the goodies were habit ually 
served unseasoned.  

The long ca t a logue of crimes 
at t r ibut ed to wit ches inc ludes 
ligat ures to cause impot ence 
at wedd ings and other occas­
ions . Chr is t ian Stridtbeckh, in 
his Van den Hexen < 1 7 2 3  
descr ibes five dif ferent ways 
of achieving t h is for t he over­
cur ious, some apparent ly too 
inde lica t e  to narrate.  3, so 
that for once I can spare your 
blushes! However, lest you 
shou ld t h ink t hat theolog y is a 
dry- as-d us t a f fair, I shall 
quot e the eminent divine Adam 
Tenner who in 161 7 publ ished 
his illuminat ing Tractatus 
Theoloe-icus dea ling with ,  
amongst ot her ma t t er,  t he 
deadiy perversions of wit ch­
craft and similar assoc ia t ed 
enormities. 

Tanner "ca lls at tent ion to the 
asse mblies he ld of bot h  sexes,  
somet imes by day and sometimes 
by night , in wh ich every kind 
of sexual excess occurs. These 
may be called true schools of 
the Devil and sem inaries of 
wit ches of bot h  sexes, all  the 
more injur ious that no-one 
disapproves of or a t t aches 
blame to them. Recent ly, when a 
Jesuit  happened upon one of  
these gather ings and reproved 
it , he scarce ly escaped w it hout 
bodily injury;  and when another 
sough t to abolish them he was 
told that  t hey were t he 
anc ient customs of the land" 4 

The phenomenology of t he para­
normal has an uncanny way of 
ada pt ing to  new deve lopmen t s  
in cult ure and ph ilosophy, and 
of fooling us in the process . 
Those who s t udy the da t a  o f  
folklore, psychical research 
and ufology in isolat ion de­
prive thems elves ef f ect ive ly of 
all hope of obt a ining any 
profound meas ure of under-
st and ing of the underly ing 
causes of these s t range 
anomalies. None is more obscure 
and inscru table than the 

Incubus/Succubus syndrome ,  and 
- in the updat e  of the day -
t he O ld Hag surviva l, taken 
with t he more unpalat able 
aspects  of the so- called UFO 
abduct  ions, which retain a l l  
the vita lit y, a s  ·well  a s  t he 
mys t ery,  of ancient occult 
lore. 

A recent , and less ext reme, 
example is wha t happened t o  
Elsa, a young Eng l ishwoman. 
Some years back she was living 
in a London hos t el .  One night 
in 1 9 7 3  she awoke to f ind a 
gir l "pacing up and down". A 
ligh t was sh ining through the 
door of the ha ll, but Elsa was 
very scared, espe c ia l ly when 
t he fig ure lifted the cover of 
her bed to get in. In her 
writ t en report Elsa says: 

"I t hen saw t he body bear ing 
down on me and at t he same 
t ime my head crashed back on 
t he pi llow very quickly as if 
it had been pushed. I heard a 
loud cracking sound as my head 
hit the p illow and I was 
uncons c ious . "  

Similar cases are numerous, and 
Scat t Rogo c i t es a recent one 
of psy cho log ical orient a t ion 
s tressing t he 'sexua l inf lu­
ence ' exer t ed on a middle- aged 
man by a noc t urna l apparit ion 
in which Rogo det ects over­
tones of feelings of guilt  and 
frus t rat ion. 
IOIOIOIOIOIDIOIOIOIOIOIOIDIOI 

W e a r i e d w i t h t h e  

r e h e a r s al o f  s o  

m a n y  l e c h e r i e s 

m o s t h o r r i b l e  a n d 

v e r y  f i l t h y a n d  

f a b u l o u s  ac t i o n s  

a n d p a s s i o n s  . .  . 

I w i ll e n d .. . 

MacKenz ie 
somet h ing 
la t e  Dr 
genera l 
Under t he 

5 
has jus t published 

t hat  happened to t he 
Dewsbury ,  under t h e  
heading ' Some t h ing 

Bed'. 5: 

A t  t hree o ' c lock in the morning 
t h is psychia t r ist  and SPR 
council  member had a lso 
encount ered a 'bedroom invader ' 
when he was "violent ly roused 
by t he mat t ress being pushed 
from undernea t h  as if by 
someone under the bed". 

You may say t hat  paranormal 
int er ference with beds is old 
hat ;  i f  so I sha ll be t he las t  
t o  argue w it h  you. A s  usua l, 
t here was not h ing to  account 
for t he dist urbance, any more 
than for t he rocking mot ion 
com p la ined of to Hubbard, or in 
what Prof essor Kit t redge has 
chr is t ened t he 'bedclot hes 
t r ick' ,  in wh ich the covers are 
pu lled off the unwary s leeper, 
whet her by goblins or by 
marg ina lly more respe c t able 
polt ergeis t s .  

Andrew MacKenz ie, once mor e ,  
discusses t h e  phenomenon of ' a  
s t ranger in the bed ' ,  so 
graphically described by my 
fr iend Elsa. Th is t ime t he 
loca t ion is the French capital .  

Mrs Bourget and her husband 
were st aying in a Par is hot e l  
in 1 962. Suddenly she woke t o  
t h e  "impress ion of be ing 
bet we en t wo persons".  She 
became oppressed by a 
sensat ion of evil, which she 
s t ou t ly refused to dismiss as 
a night mare. Mrs He llst rrem of 
the Swed ish Soc iet y  for 
Psychical Research fared no 
bet t er when two successive 
noct urnal phantoms invaded t he 
privacy of a large double-bed. 

It may well be argued that 
prejudice t oo has t ily dismisses 
anc ient records as t he wort h­
less supers t it ions of credulous 
folk engu lfed in an age of 
unreason in wh ich man ' s  
crit ical facult ies were a s  y e t  
ins ufficient ly evolved; t he 
more so when in one form or an 
other the be liefs re f lect ed by 
t hem have surv ived in bas ic 
subs t ance the shock of int e l­
lec t ua l  rev1s 1on of cult ural  
change, and modern obsession 
with t echnolog ica l advances. 

An except iona lly knowledgeable 
wr it er has recent ly sugges t ed 
t ha t  accept ance of UFO report s  
may b e  as baseless as those o f  
wit chcraf t .  Be fore t h is conc lu­
sion becomes par t of  accept ed 
fact , one must consolidate t he 
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validity of st a t ements on the 
lines t ha t  the who le Black 
magic syndrome can be adequ­
at ely explained away as "a 
pla usib le fant asy crea t ed by 
the Ch urch . . .  and a ccept ed by 
the common people", it being in 
a c t u a l  fact  not h ing more t han 
"a combinat ion of socia l and 
psycho logica l  forces" 9 • 
p . 376 

Fash ions change , and not only 
in c lothes, t hough the 
Emperor's are perennia l. At one 
time it was assumed wit h  
con fidence t hat the R eformat ion 
had done away with ghosts and 
appari tions. Few people nowa­
days t hink of  disar ranged beds 
as po in t ing t owards t he 
m ischievous activit ies of 
gobl ins, since gob lins are 
righ t ly unpopu lar a t  t he 
moment. At t he same t ime , it is 
not considered absurd in 
cert a in q uart ers t o  envisage 
the exist ence of en tities 
ha i l ing from ever- expanding 
distances o f  ou t er spac e  t hat  
fly about in preposterous 
mach ines for the purpose of 
impregnating us for reasons 
best known to themse lves. They 
are no longer t he B iblica l 
'.gian t s'

. 
of old, but eq ually 

Implausible specimens of an 
assumed advanced st a t e  of more 
fashiona ble S c ience.  

Meanwh i le, let us admit that  
we are indeed f a ced wit h  
myst eries in many ways beyond 
our powers of comprehension , 
but on which psycho logy, and 
its more recen t paramet er 
p�rapsycho logy, can t hrow much 
light. It is in t he dir e c t ion of 
t h e ir ar cane cast ramen t a t ion 
that we must look for en ligh t­
enf!len t. For. t he presen t t hough , 
being <l1ke Squire Scot ) 
"wearied wit h  the rehearsa l of 
so many lecheries most 
horrible and very filt hy and 
fabu lous actions and passions . . .  
t oget her wit h  spirit Incubus, I 
will end". 

1. HOPKINS, Bud, !fissing Title, �arek, 
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EGE D Y LIS 

FREELANCE FOLKLORE PARANORMALIST BOFFIN IN SHODDY 
SCANDAL SHEET SCAM . . .  

SUNDAY 

As the .la t e  Gilbert �arding used to say of dyspepsia: 'Of course 
I get 1t ,  but I. don t suff�r from it'.  I can t ake the Sunday 
Sport or leave 1t a lone. Often I leave it  a lone for weeks at  a 
time until some t empt ingly out rageous head line like HITLER WAS 
A WOMAN m�kes handing over t he 35 pence not on ly just ifiable 
bu t esse�t1al . . On .grounds o f  research in t o  con t emporary rumour­
legend d1ssem1n a t 1on processes, you underst and. B u t  you knew I 
was bound t o  say t ha t .  

And wha t happens? I buy t he 
t h ing, I read the news behind 
the banner headline and I find 
I've been conned, t aken , 
de luded, hornswoggled. Act u a l ly 
I'm not sure a bo u t  hav ing been 
hornswoggled but . . .  yes, that  as 
we l l  . . .  probably. For Sunday 
Sport st ories have a 
disconcer t ing way o f  t urning 
out to be not quite what t he 
headl ine encouraged me t o  
ant icipa t e .  A f t er t h e  gross 
disappoint ment of MAR ILYN 
MONROE IS ALIVE AND WORKING AS 
A NANNY last June an 55 
exc lusive which disappoin ts for 
reasons I can no lon�er reca l l  
- I vowed I Wouldn t l e t  i t  
happen again. Then, only a 
mon th aft erwards -

I AM ELVIS.  

One for t he money, t wo for the 
show, t hree t o  get ready, now 
go, cat , go.  I ' ve bough t the 

paper,  I've scoo t ed out of the 
newsagent's and in t o  the back­
alley .. . quick look to see i f  
anyone's wat ching . . .  I plunge 
in t o  the guts o f  t he paper.  
Skirt the ot her Mon ty Pyt hon­
esque artic les, t he green 
a liens, t he impossibly endowed 
ear t h ly fema les: a l l  I want is 
to ge t a t  the in t erview with 
whoever or what ever is 
c laiming t o  be Elvis Presley, 
died 1 � 7 as far as most of us 
are concerned but now 
ost ensibly back from the dead 
and here exclusive ly in t er­
viewed in Brit ain's sabba t ical 
sexsat iona l equiva len t of 
Disneyland -

SHOCK. HORROR. Well ,  a-b less-ma 
sou l. 

I'd been prepared for doubt and 
paradox.  How could it be other­
w ise wit h  Sunday Sport 
a lleging t he con t inued exist 



ence of Elvis in th is wor ld 
when ot her publicat ions had 
been a f lood wit h incont rover­
t ib le evidence t ha t  he has 
been mani fest ing to t he mos t 
lively . degree in t he n e xt? You 
know t he sort of t h ing: ELV IS 
SPEAKS b u t  only c /o Fleet 
St reet's lat est  t ame medium. 

Only last year, too, he was 
posit ive ly ident i f ied by a 
truck dr iver as t he Phant om 
Hit ch-Hiker who'd thumbed h im 
down outs ide <yes? ) Memphis. 
E lv is h imself  did the ident i­
fying. 'I'm Elvis Pres ley ,  s ir', 
he announced in s u i t able 
southern drawl moment s  prior 
to the crit ical vanishing point  
of t he operat ion. Is that  
unambiguous or wha t ?  Some 
Hit ch- Hikers are like t ha t . 

They hat e  to  leave the driver 
<or the audience )  in any doubt 
as to  who they're supposed to 
be. You can read more of t h is 
inc ident in Raymond Moody Jr ' s  
E l  vis - A ft er Li fe, a n  adroit 
t it le wh ich a lone seems t o  p u t  
the h ip- waggler's current 
stat us beyond disput e.  1 Not to 
labour the point:  in order to 
q uali fy as a Phantom Hit ch­
Hiker you genera lly have to be 
dead. Here was t he 55 
ost ens ib ly proving that  E lvis 
was alive . But I wasn't 
prepared to have t he paradox 
resolved so nea t ly . . .  

Anyhow, I'd bough t t he paper 
under the assumpt ion t ha t  it  
cont ained a variant of a 
cont emporary legend - not t he 
Phantom or Vanish ing Hit ch­
Hiker t his t ime, but t he t ype 
classif iable as He Is  Not Dead. 
The art icle would undoubtedly 
claim t hat , cont rary t o  a ll 
belief  and published informat­
ion, t he rock megast ar had n o t  
died back in 1977; tha t wou ld 
now be revea led as a monu­
ment a l, marvel lous ly engineered 
sham which enabled a t ired, 
desperat e  E lv is to s t ea l  away 
from t he vorac ious l ime light 
into q uiet ly anonymous 
ret irement f rom whi ch t h e  
Sunday Sport had m anaged, 
albe it t emporarily,  t o  resur­
rect h im .  That is wha t  t hese 
not- rea lly-deceased megastars 
always do in popu lar rumour­
legend. Marilyn Monroe <d. 
1 9o2 ) is in a Tibet an monast­
ery.  <As was Adolf Hit ler, 
though only in some versions 
of h is survival legend, and I 
wou ld not cat egorise h i m  as a 
megast ar in the same sense.  )2 
Bruce Lee (d. 1 9 7 3 )  is a l ive 
and we ll and dom i c iled in 
Ch ina. Jim Morrison < 1 9 7 1 )  

st epped out of The Doors and 
into A fr ica.  Buddy Holly,  
dis figured by t he 19 5 9  p lane 
crash, is in . . .  the USA; I can't 
remember exact ly where. Nor 
can I remember <if  indeed I 
ever . knew) the supposed 
whereabout s  of James Dean, but 
he isn ' t  in Heaven. 

These stor ies, as I just  
remarked, con form t o  a t ype .  
Someone .in the p ublic's 
adulat ing .eye focus of  
unconsc ionable adm irat ion and 
gossip - is abru p t ly t a ken 
from us. There is a car crash, 
a p lane crash, a drugs ove r­
dose or something sim ilar.  
There may we ll be suspicious 
c ircumst ances surrounding t he 
event - h in t s  of assass inat ion, 
for example - yet on the face 
of t h ings t he cen tral fa ct of 
t he Great One's sudden dea t h  
cannot b e  reject ed. And yet ,  
given t ime and c ir cumst ances 
not ent irely int e lligib le,  t here 
may come rumours to  defy t h is 
cent ral fact . The s t ar is not 
dead a f t er al l. The publicised 
dea t h  which appeared so f inal,  
so t ermina l, was a concer t ed 
and well- planned cover beh ind 
wh ich he or she s lipped 
unobt rusively from a life- s t y le 
which had become int olerable, 
even hazardous.  

Emphas is upon ' concert ed', 
emphasis upon 'hazardous•. A 
strong e lement of consp iracy 
is inna t e  in t hese ' Undead' 
rumours. Logically and I 
apply t he word to narrat ive 
cons ist ency within the rumour, 
not in any ext ernal or 
object ive sense the S t a r  
needed cons pirat ors to  pull  o f f 
t he escape and to  sus t a in the 
sham-dea t h  scenario. It cou ld 
also be t ha t  some cryp t o­
conspiratorial cabal needed t o  
be fooled into q u iescence 
before t hey had a chance t o  
make t he S t ar's deat h  v iolent 
and proper; t he FBI /CIA were 
a f t er poor Marilyn, t he Chinese 
drug-dealing mafios i had evil  
eyes on Bruce. Wha t ever t he 
onus, the S t ar f akes dea t h  -
ret ires t o  safe anonymit y 
where, relieved f rom pressures 
of the old l i fe, he or she can 
develop art is t ically and 
spirit ually. Mar i lyn Monroe 
becomes a Buddh is t adept . J im 
Morrison writes poet ry .  Only 
Rumour and i t s  infallib ly 
informed narrator with h is 
access t o  amazing privileged 
informa t ion pene t ra t es t he 
t r ick. 

Survival rumours are more t h an 
exercises in creat ive t h inking 
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or assays o f  popular credu lit y.  
Rej e c t ing t he f inalit y o f  
dea t h, the y  a f firm be lie f not 
mere ly in t he surviva l o f  a 
par t icular person but in a 
sys t em of va lues and memorised 
sensations associat ed with t h a t  
person. Back then ,  in t he tim e  
tha t  t h e  S t ar represent s for 
us, t hings were bet t er .  Our 
be lie f s, our bright er,  more 
opt imist ic perceptions, are 
enshrined in the music and 
image of Jim, Buddy . . .  El vis. In 
their own way - and it is no 
less valid a way for it s 
frequent alliance wit h  t he 
ent ert a inment indust ry - t he s e  
a r e  l inea l  descendant s  o f  King 
Arthur, Friedrich Barbaros s a  
and all  t he pas t heroes who 
have been credit ed wit h 
surviva l beyond their o f ficia l 
life- spans. They are access 
poin t s  to a Go.lden Age - or at 
any rat e, t o  an age more 
golden t han the one we 're 
living iri at present . 3 

I AM ELVIS. Tha t ' s  what t he 
headline said and it was in 
t h e  unce r t a in light of surviva l 
rumours like t hose just  
sket ched t h a t  I read it . The 
Sunday Sport cou ld not be 
indu lging in m8t aphor. Elvis, 
legend in life, wou ld now be 
shown to be a legend in 
pse udo-deat h .  He had not 
depar t ed in 197 7  . . .  at least,  not 
so far as we 'd  been led t o  
be lieve. Grace lands was not a 
mausoleum, but a wonder f u l  
illusion: Heart break Hot e l  
wit hout t h e  heartbreak. I paid 
the newsagent my 35 pence. I 
got -

- wha t I got was an int erview 
wit h a weigh t y  German woman 
who claimed t hat  Elvis lived 
th rough her .  Or as her. She was 

E lvis which was all t h e  
headline had undert aken t o  
provide: she was, in shor t and 
in fact,  t he re in ca rna t ion o f  
E l  vis . 

We ll, t hat ' s  a l l  right ,  mamma. 
I ' ve heard be t t er and I ' v e  
heard worse. And for cert ain 
E lvis, or his non- ma t erial 
form, has shown himself a far 
from aloof being . No recent ly 
de f unct s uperst ar bar one has 
shown great er willingnes s  t o  
communica t e  via mot ley medium­
is tic channe ls ; t he sing le 
except ion, odd to say, is t h e  
ine s t imable Marilyn Monroe.4  

O f  course, t here ' s  the old 
problem of how a person can be 
addressing us t hrough psychic­
ally at t uned souls from t h e  
spirit world one moment and 

t hen be pinpoint ed alive a live­
a in some out -of- t he- way 
corner of t his prese�t wor ld, 
but I can live wit h  t hat  
discrepancy as with many 
another.  Didn't so much as 
blink when a sensit ive from 
London's eas t ern fringe told me 
how she ' d  come home one night 
to  find E lvis m a t erialised in 
her liv ing room. < 'He smiled at  
me.'  Well, he would. ) Didn' t  
even worry how E lvis, whose 
solitary visit to t hese shores 
was when his plane touched 
down for a f e w  brie f hours in 
Scot land, cou ld find his way t o  
Hackney. I know a l l  about it , 
xou see;  I am a great fan o f  
Randal l  & Hopkirk <De ceased ) ' .  

S o  I h a d  t o  concede i t  was 
fair enough for him t o  Return 
as a large Teutonic Fra u .  B u t  I 
s t ill f e l t  t he Sunday Sport had 
chea t ed m e .  

IOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIDIDIDI 
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Wha t  you rea lly want nowadays 
is like lies t  to come from the 
USA. Wit h in 48 hours a f t er my 
int erment o f  the cozening SS 
deep in our rubbish bin, I 
received a le t t er from my 
American friend and fellow 
weird- s t u f f  connoisseur George 
Behe.  <Whose for t hcoming book 
on paranorm a l  incident s  relat­
ing to t he Ti t an i c  t hrea t ens to  
be t he most comprehensive so 
f ar, but  t ha t ' s  enough of that . )  
George had inc luded his normal 
q uo t a  of S t a t esside cut tings, 
including one headlined: 

' THE K ING IN KALAMAZOO?' 

Like George Behe, Ka lamazoo can 
be found in Michigan. It is 
chie f ly <perhaps only> famous 
for fig uring as t h e  place 
where some crooning balladeer 
boas t ed of having a gir l, vi z, 

Igot t a  girl in Kalamazoo. 5 

The paper from which t he Elvis 
article came des cribed it as 
' t his cit y  of time-warped 

quaintness bet ween De t roit and 
Michigan' , which sounds pre t t y  
damning . Unlike George Behe, 
who resides e lsewhere in 
Michigan, E lvis Pres ley has now 
reput edly set t led in Kalamazoo. 
Or rat her, he 'd a llegedly been 
seen the previous week <which 
I be lieve places t he advent ure 
somewhere bet ween 1 0- 16 May 
this year ) in a red Ferrari 
parked out side t he Burger King 
on Wes t nedge Avenue. You ' ll 
acknowledge a cer t a in aptness 
about t his. King o f  Rock meet s  
King o f  Burgers. Some c lose t o  
him t es t i fied t o  Pres ley '  
lat t erday mania for burgers, 
sometimes in vas t  inhuman 
quant it ies, so. . .  And t here ' s  
the spiritua l deve lopment 
aspec t  to remember. Marilyn 
st udies Buddhism, Jim Morrison 
writes poet ry . . .  E lvis ea t s  
burgers .  

The De t roi t News repor t  s e t  
fort h  s t a f f  wri t e r  Frank 
DeCaro's pilgrimage to t he cit y  
o f  t ime- warped q uaintness .  A t  
Holly ' s  Gril l  <Holly's Grill?) h e  
caugh t u p  wit h his chie f 
informant, 5 1-year- old Mrs 
Louise We lling.  It was her t wo 
20- year-old kids who 'd had the 
honour of spot t ing E lvis 
outside t he burger house and 
they ' wouldn ' t  lie ' .  The King 
had spot t ed t hem spot t ing him, 
though, and ' t hrew on t hose 
dark g lasses righ t away ' .  
Besides which and bet t er: Mrs 
We lling had seen him for 
herse l f  not t hen nor in 
Kalamazoo, but the previous 
Sept ember in a supermarke t 
near Vicksburg: ' ju s t  as a live 
as you please. He wore a whit e 
jumpsuit and a motorcycle 
helm e t . I was so s urprised to 
see him •. And aga in t he next 
November at  t he J .C .  Penney 
ent rance of t he Crossroads 
Mall, Por t age. She s traight­
armed any sugge s t ion, t acit or 
overt,  that she might have 
seen an E lvis imit a t or.  She 'd 
know t he rea l Elvis i f  she saw 
him. This was the E lvis .  She 'd 
seen him.  Mrs Wel l ing was a 
force t o  be reckoned with ,  She 
represent ed, went on t he 
artic le, none ot her t han the 
Michigan connec t ion. To fore­
s t a l l  your unvoiced q uery: Mrs 
Welling it was who provided 
some of the crucial Michiganic 
dat a  in a new book by G (aiD 
B (rewer ) Giorgio of Mariet t a  
Ga. :  Did El vis Presley Die ?  

No, he cert ainly didn' t !  wrot e 
Ms Giorgio, answering her own 
ques tion and at some marke t­
able length .  Elvis fabricat ed 
his dea t h  in 1 9 7 7  - misled his 



over-fervent , pressuris ing fans 
ret ired to a b l iss f u lly 

quiet, ordinary life .  <Adm it it. 
You could guess t hat was 
com ing. ) Retired to a bliss f u l­
ly q u iet , ordinary l i f e  in . .. 
M ich igan. . .  perhaps in Kalama­
zoo. <Adm it it . Without the 
build-up,  you wou ldn ' t  have 
guessed t hat Kal amazoo was 
com ing. ) Her ev idenc e :  voice 
tapes and pho t os <pos t - 1 977 ); 
the fact t hat on h is headst on e  
Elvis's m iddle name i s  m is­
spelled ( ' Aaron ' for ' Aron ' ) . The 
s inger had fas t id ious ly ducked 
out of de f i l ing the san c t i t y  of  
the grave by us ing h is real 
name on a false tomb. Then 
there were the anomalies. Why 
(and how? ) had Pres ley ' s  death 
cert if icat e disappeared? Why 
hadn't h is re lat ives c laimed 
the ins urance? Why had the 
death cert if icat e - hey,  hold 
on! what deat h cert i f i cate? She 
jus t  said -. Anyway, why did a 
death cert i f icate give the 
deceased ' s  we ight as 1 70 lb 
when the world knew t hat jus t 
be fore his dem ise Pres ley ' s  
avo irdu�o is had bal looned t o  
2 5 0  lb . W h y  had h is personal 
possess ions ,  inc luding jewe l­
lery, not been found? 

To be truth f u l ,  I learned o f  
t h e  anomalies not from the 
Detroit News, but from our own 
Sunday Peopl e some weeks 
later.6 Grabb ing at a neat 
transat lantic corner- f iller, 
this source spoke of  'Hys t eria 
in America' reach ing fever 
pitch in the a f t ermath o f  the 
Giorgio book ' s  appearance: in 
response t o  p leas for t ruth or 
con f irmat ion from ' so many 
nut t y  Elvis fans ' ,  a Los 
Ange les radio stat ion was said 
to be o f fering 'a s taggering 
£ 1 m  to anyone who can bring 
the K ing int o  their studios for 
an int erview ' .  <Some list eners 
were allegedly prepared to up 
the price for a personal and 
private meet ing - a p ink 
Cadillac and a four- bedroomed 
house were among the bribes 
ment ioned. Me, I 'd have taken 
the staggering t:lm.) This 
probably won few friends at 
Grace lands , where Mr DeCaro 
had already met a less- t han­
ecstat ic response to h is 
inqu iries. ' I t ' s  de f in i t e ly not 
true ' ,  comment ed a s pokesrerson 
for t he Pres ley estat e .  A lot 
of  it has to do w i t h  making a 
buck. And t hat so many people 
wish i t  were true ' .  

But 
be ing 
wou ld 
wou ld 

then, crypt ocons p irat ors 
what t hey are, they 

have to say that. It 
require comp l i c i t y  on 

some scale t o  arrange the 
star's spurious dem ise and 
s t ill more to keep t he t r u t h  
from emerging; frank dism issal 
of  anyt h ing con t radict ing the 
preplanned fabricat ion wou ld be 
obligatory . The s cale and 
logis t ics of such a mendac ious 
enterprise may raise doub t s ,  
but in rumour legends y o u  are 
not expect ed to look too 
c losely int o  t he c lockwork. Nor 
shou ld you ponder aloud why 
the Star · is jeopardis ing the 
ent ire operat ion by swann ing 
around supermarke t s  in a white 
jumpsuit  and mot orcyc le helm et .  
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Elv is is alive and · we l l  and 
living in M ichigan '. B u t  did 
anyone e lse be l ieve it? Sadly, 
no other res ident of  Kalamazoo 
appeared to have not iced t h e  
celebrity in  t he ir m ids t .  There 
was a po lit e rebu f f  wai t ing 
when DeCaro v is it ed Columb ia 
P laza - formerly a hot el,  now 
an o f f ice cong lomerate in t h e  
town ' s  Haymarket district and 
according t o  sources not 
revealed, E lv is ' s  new, 
calndes t ine home. 'Cat egorically 
and w ithout  q uestion, he had 
not been in t h is b u ilding' ,  said 
James Bodenner. ' I  get really 
concerned when I hear crazy 
s t ories which have no bas is in 
real it y . ' B u t  t hen, Mr Bodenner 
is a property developer, not a 
folklor ist. 

Out on the street s, DeCaro 
found amp le proof that the 
Elvis L ives! iss u e  o f  the WWN 
had made an impac t ,  t hough not 
everybody t ook it at i t s  
famous- face value.  One man was 
prepared to be lieve that E lv is 
might be in Kalamazoo on t he 
logical prem ise that ' I ' m  from 
P ittsburgh, and I'm here. 

The immediate catalys t of all  Kalamazoo is as good a p lace 
the exc it ement - the irresis t - as any. ' Anot her reasoned t hat 
ible force wh ich drew DeCaro in certain respects Kalamazoo 
Kalamazoo- wards - had been a was better t han mos t ;  it  
boldly worded announcement on happens to be locat ion of  the 
the front page of  the Weekl y  Upjohn Pharmaceut ical Company, 
World News for 24 May . man u fact urers o f  the Min oxyd1l 

Occas ionally cas t iga t ed as t hat hair- loss treatment. E lv is ,  
terrify ing Amer ican phenomenon according to  some goss ipy 
the 'supermarket tab lo id •,  the sources , had been worried 
WWN is one of  few pub licat ions about h is crown ing glory and 
to give the Sunday Sport a the int erviewee apprehended 
two- foot s tar t up a f ive- foot that he might have homed in on 
ladder and s t ill  romp home Kalamazoo (and t he Upjohn 
f irst. Cautious it  is not . Pharm. Co.) to be as close as 
Leering from the fron t page of poss ible to the remedy for 
the issue in quest ion that problem. St ill  others 
elbowing as ide s t ories of a didn ' t  worry too much over t h e  
dog scared t o  deat h by a tru t h  o r  fals it y  o f  the rumour, 
horror movie and a sex- change but regarded the headline as 
woman who now want ed t o  good publicity - for their own 
reverse t he surgical trend - ent erprises or for the t own 
was a balding, bearded v isage itself .  Needless to add, DeCaro 
suggest ive that t he m iss ing failed to meet E lv is in person. 
decade had not been kind t o  He had to set t le for talking t o  
the King of  Rock and Roll. N o  someone who sort - o f  resembled· 
mat t er: 'ELVIS IS ALIV E ! ' t h e  WWN art ist ' s  fron t - page 
shouted the head l in e ,  whos e  conception and a record s t ore 
emphat ic s ize made t he · manager who conf ided t hat 
exclamat ion mark seem somewhat t here was also a D iana Ross 
redundant. Th is was what a WWN running loose in Kalamazoo -
artist be lieved he looked l ike , ' bu t  he's an outpat ient' .  
beard and all.  The issue s o ld 
except ionally well in Kalama­
zoo, perhaps because that was 
where the art icle c la im ed t h e  
A live E lv is now lived. 

' I f  one does not believe 
Giorgio or W e lling ' ,  wro t e  man­
on-the- spot  DeCaro judicious ly , 
' one mus t be lieve they be lieve 

Now, there is a s l ight trend 
for cont emporary folkloris t s  t o  
undervalue audience scept icism 
and its corollaries. Rephrased: 
t here is a slight t endency t o  
assume t hat audiences are 
un failingly duped by rumorised 
s t ories of the E lv is L ives ! 
var ie t y , to suppose that when 
a s t ory is t o ld as true and 
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corroborated by dev ices like 
' it was in t he papers ' ,  the 
unwary accept it on t hat 
literal, uncrit ical level.  The 
amused, shyly cynical respons e  
observed b y  t h e  De troi t News 
writer s uggest s  otherwise. An 
audience may accept a s t ory as 
true for t he durat iono f  the 
telling <or reading) .  I t  may 
con t inue to accept it  as t rue 
aft erwards , but t here aga in it  
may n o t; it may p lay a iong by 
part - · or pret end- accept ance 
and it may not care for t he 
literal t ru t h  of the t h ing one 
way or another. A l l  or the 
people are not fooled a ll of 
the t ime.  

Th is necessar ily m inim ises any 
pernicious ef fect t ha t  w i ld 
stories promot ed by papers of 
the Weekly World News or 
Sunday Sport ilk m igh t have. 
Some t en years ago - about the 
t ime that Elvis died or didn ' t  
- your average paranorma list 
wr iter railed at the shabby 
trea t ment his /her s ubject  
received in the popular press . 
Revolut ionary scient i f ic t ruths 
were be ing deva lued as mere 
en tert a inment . The Peop le were 
being mis led. Pop journa lis t s  
were contempt ible, perhaps 
indict able liars. This ignores 
a mos t sa lient fact . One of the 
paranormal- s t roke- anoma lous ' s  
ma in sales poin t s  has a lways 
been its ent ert a inment value.  
Bot h par t ies - narrators and 
audiences - comprehend t h is .  

The Sunday Sport i s  in show 
bus iness .  ' More out - of- t h is­
wor ld fun every week ' ,  is a ll 
the paper prom ises ; and I ' ve 
taken that s t a t ement of  
editorial policy direc t from 
t he header to t he s t ory of a 
how a World War II bomber 
recent ly discovered on the 
Moon has magically vanished, 
remarkable news broken t o  the 
brea th less Brit ish Sabba t h  
readers . 7  Out- of- t h is- wor ld 
stor ies ou t-of- t h is- world-
fun - t ransport readers out of  
this du ll,  pract ical wor ld. But  
thei rea lise that t ha t  the 
dul , pract ical wor ld is  s t ill  
there and ret urn to i t . No-one 
is rea lly, serious ly m is led. 

Or look at it another way.  
When F. Scot t Fit zgera ld t e lls 
us abou t Jay Gat sby , h is 
incredible grandeu r  and 
unrealis t ic love for a gir l  who 
pa t ent ly cannot be wor t h  a l l  
t he e f fort he puts int o  lov ing 
her . . .  we know he ' s  lying . There 
never was a Jay Gat sb� , for a 
s t ar t .  Ye t we don t fee l  
insulted b y  a l l  the pre t ence.  

H o r n s w o g g l e d b y  
M a r i ly n  M o n r o e 

.. al i v e a n d w o r k i n g 
a s  a n a n n y ! . .  

A f t er a l l, Fit zgerald is telling 
us a s t ory and a s t ory can 
establish it s own brand of 
t ru t h  over and above the usual 
mundane kind. 

Perhaps mos t of us regard 
popular anomalis t ica l ly t hemed 
ac count s - UFO cont a c t s ,  ghos t 
encount er s ,  undead dead 
supers t ars - in much t he same 
way.  Lit eral t ru t h  isn ' t  in it . 
There is no t r u t h  and no 
f ic t ion, only stor ies . 

NOTES 

1 .  Or you can read it  in my 
'The K ing of  Rock Back on t he 
Road' ,  f or The Unkno wn, 
November 1 98 7 ,  pp .  2 2 - 2 3 .  But 
t hat f iller was merely ada p t ed 
f rom t he Na t i onal Equirers 
review- cum- excerpt o f  Raymond 
A. Moody Jnr ' s  El vis - A ft er 
Li fe. Whe t her t he a u t hor was 
aware of  the Phant om Hit ch­
H iker ' s  folklore her it age I 
cannot say .  

2 .  Hit ler's unlike ly sounding 
escape to t he even less- l ikely 
sounding r e f uge of  a T ibe t an 
monas tery was t es t i f ied t o  by 
anot her s u p posedly undead 
s uper-Na z i  - no less a person 
t han Mar t in Bormann. The s t ory 
seems t o  have been promot ed by 
t he proprietor of t he pro- Na z i  
magazine Tempo der Wel t in May 
1 95 0 ,  who c laimed to have 
heard it from Bormann 's lips in 
Morocco; t h� imp lica t ions, of 

course,  were t hat t he Fuhrer 
had es caped bot h  dea t h  in the 
Berl in bunker and Allied 
vengeance and wou ld ret urn to 
resurrect t he Th ird Re ich at 
some opport une fut ure t ime.  

3.  I analyse and seek h is t or­
ica l ana logues for some 
popu lar survival rumours in 
'The Undead ' ,  and art icle for 
The Unknown of October 1 987. 
Inciden t a lly, and unlike the 
subje c t s  of that art icle,  The 
Unknown is now very much and 
indubit ably deed. 

4. The Elvis-MM connec t ion was 
<allegedly even more int imate 
- a secret love- a f fair ,  no 
les s .  Or so c la imed t he very 
first issue of The Sport <l7 
August 1 988 ) . The Sport, as you 
surely know w ithout t e ll ing , is 
a Wednesday spin-of f from the 
Sunday Sport. Ah, but cou ld 
they keep it up every day? 
<Snigger ). 

5.  No, I can ' t  remember who 
wrot e or sang the or ig inal,  it 
used to crop up regularly on 
Sunday evenings in a programme 
called S ing Somet h ing S imp le . 
In case you 're int eres t ed, the 
Girl was also la uded as the 
' t oas t of Kalamazoo' . I a lways 
get  the t une m ixed up wit h  
Chat anooga Choo-Choo, but 
tha t ' s  my problem, not yours.  

6 .  "f 1 m  To Bring Us E lvis!" , 
Sunday People, 7 August  1 988 , 
p. 1 4 . 

7 .  The discovery of an 
American bomber ,  v int age WWI I ,  
in a lunar cra ter - by means 
of Russ ian sa tellite pict ures -
or igina lly appeared in the 2 4 
April  1 98 8  issue of Sunday 
Sport. R ivallin� but not 
equalling t he "It s Gone!" story 
in t he papers 2 1  August 1 988 
issue was a goggle- eyed item 
on how t he new royal baby is 
believed t o  have communicated 
with a Balmoral- t r ans m it t ing 
UFO. Not to ment ion page 1 5 ' s 
"Pao.t7. from Planet X" . Yes . . .  
de f init ely bet t er not t o  men­
t ion the Pansy from P lanet X. 

ENVO I :  I have j us t  r emembe r ed what  
d i sappo i n t e d  me so in  t h a t  " Ma r y l y n  
Mon r oe i a  A l i ve a n d  W o r k i ng as a 
Nanny • a r t i c l e ,  the Sunday Spor t 
b o r e  o u t  the head l i ne by say i ng she 
was a l i ve C e tc , ) o n  the O ther Side. 
I ' d  supposed they mean t she was 
l i te r a l l y  a l i ve he r e ,  even in T i be t 
o r  A l ask a o r  somewhe r e .  T h i s  means 
I ' ve been c onned ,  duped , ho r ns -
W•)g•� 1 e d  by t h e  SS s a 1 1  us i v e  
head l i nes tw i c e .  I ' m  n o t  p r oud o f  
tha t ,  010 



MYSTERY CIRCLES 

Our Gol d en 
Opportun ity 

In Magonia 2 7 <September 1 98 7 ,  pa�e 1 4 )  John Harney reviewed 
'Mystery of t he Circles ' ,  BUFORA s 1 986 report on those 
intriguing crop circles which attract so much publicity every 
year because of t heir alleged associat ion with UFOs. In t h is 
review, Harney comments on the theory f irst proposed by Dr 
Terence Meaden of t he Tornado and Storm Research Organisat ion 
<TORRO ) t hat stat ionary whir lwinds or vort ices are respons ible 
for t he phenomenon. Un fortunately, Harney dismisses the theory 
on the basis of his knowledge of ordinary, ascending vort ices 
<wh ich are generated by insolat ion ) whilst in fact Dr Meaden is 

proposing a previously unrecognised descending vortex as the 
cause o f  the c ircles . 

I t h ink t ha t  perhaps t he t ime 
has come for me t o  explain in 
more d e t a i l  why I have 
cont in ued to promo t e  the 
Vortex Theory of C ir c le Origin , 
and why at t h is t ime more tnan 
any other I have become so 
con cerned wit h  the act ivit ies 
of some of my colleag ues and 
their less t han crit ical at t it ­
ude t owards t h e  phenomenon. 

Most ufologis t s  are a lread y 
aware that every summer groups 
o f  precise ly defined 'mys t ery 
circles ' u p  t o  30 met res in 
diame t er have been appearing 
wit hout warn ing in arable 
crops across sout hern Eng land. 
Repor t s  of c ir c les have been 
pub lished from many par t s  of  
t he world over t he past decade 
or so but un t il now no one has 
sugges t ed a m undane explana t ­
ion f o r  w h a t  is occurr ing. It  
is  this explana t ion, and t he 
more sensat ional views being 
promo t ed by some u f o logis t s ,  
wh ich forms t he bas is o f  t h is 
art icle . 

Characterist ics 

The mys t ery circles are 
fascin a t 1ng,  highly complex 
feat ures which con t a in . an 
abundance o f  c lues as t o  their 
na t ura l <vor t ex- re la t ed )  or ig in .  

To beg in w i t h ,  each part  o f  t he 
a f fec t ed area is very prec ise ly 
de fined - as if  a g iant probe 
had been used t o  c u t  t he 
cir c le from the surrounding 
crop.  Th is f ea t ure a u t oma t ic­
ally exc ludes helicopt er down­
wash as a caus ing agen t 
because downwash s preads out 
rad ia l ly and i t s  e f fects  
decline gradua l ly with dis t ­
ance.  A s  Harney po in t s  o u t ,  t he 
e f fec t s  o f  ord inary vort ices 
a lso t end t o  fade under 
ordinary c ir cums t ances ; however 
the very bes t c lose- up pho t o­
graphs o f  vor t ices 1 reveal a 
precisely de f ined f unne l a t  t h e  
core o f  t he vor t e x .  Th is 
sugges t s  t ha t ,  under cer t a in 
c ircumst ances,  vor t ices can 
produce nea t ly d e f ined areas 
of  crop damage, and t h is belie f 
is suppor t ed by numerous 
accoun t s  of vor t ices which lack 
severe at mospher ic t urbulence 
in the zone immedia t e ly s ur­
rounding t h e  f unne l. 

A second, de f in i t ive charact er­
is t ic o f  t he phenomenon is t he 
exis t ence o f  an o f f- cent red 
sw ir l pat t ern wit h in t he 
a f fect ed zone.  Th is swirl 
clear ly m irrors t he rot at  ion o f  
t he vortex and, s ign i f ican t ly ,  
rough ly equa l proport ions o f  
circ les dis p lay c lockw ise and 

1 1  
an t i- c lockw i s e  s w i r l  pa t t erns -
just as in ord inary <m inor ) 
vortex even t s . 2  

This s w ir l  pat t ern i s  usua l ly 
s t rongly banded as i f  the 
respons ible vor t ex was ro t a t ­
ing i n  a n  irregular,  cyclic 
manner, wh ilst t he a f fect ed 
crop is la id down in severa l,  
dis t in c t ive layers which t end 
to poin t  in d i f feren t and 
hi&h ly divergen t d irect ions . 
Th1s layering is very import ant 
because it suggest s  t hat  t he 
vor t ex co lumn is moving about 
the zone o f  act iv it y and 
displacing the upper layers o f  
t h e  a f fect ed crop o n  severa l 
occas ions. I f  we imagine t he 
vortex as a g iant pend u lum 
this layering beg ins to make 
sense because t he layer ing is 
concent rat ed in t h e  centre o f  
t h e  circle <where most move­
men t will  have t aken p lace ) and 
it a lso exp la ins the o f f­
cent red pos it ion ing o f  t he 
spiral cen t re .  C learly t he 
spiral centre moves with t h e  
pos it ion ing o f  the vort e x  
column;  i t s  f in a l  locat ion 
wit hin the a f fec t ed zone 
depends upon chance fact ors 
governing the generat ion o f  
t he vor t e x  co lumn and i t s  
<relat ively brie f >  life t ime.  

A t h ird, very import an t  
charact er is t ic o f  t he c ir c les 
is the almos t t o t a l  lack o f  
damage t o  t h e  crop itse l f .  
De lgado 's  research demonst ra t ed 
how mechan ical depress ion <e.g . 
wit h  a cha in > a u t omat ically 
damages t he heads o f  t he crop 
and snaps the s t ems. By  
contras t ,  a ir pressure w i t h in a 
vort ex would be idea lly suited 
to permanen t ly de forming the 
crop in a c ir c le and lay ing it  
gent ly f la t  without caus ing 
such damage. In some circles 
the heads u have been f irm ly 
pressed in t o  t he ground 
sur face by t h is st rong , down 
current o f  a i r ,  but  even t hen 
t here is minim a l  damage t o  the 
crop itse l f ;  t he heads are 
s t ill large ly int a c t .  

A four t h ,  fascin a t ing feat ure 
of  the c ir c le phenomenon is 
the sheer varie t y  of d i f ferent 
format ion t ypes wh ich have 
been d is covered over t he past 
decade or so. S ing le c ir c les 
appear by far to be t he mos t 
common t ype ,  but  we now know 
of over a dozen d i f ferent 
format ions wh ich occur a cross 
t he Eng lish coun t ryside.  

These dif ferent f orma t ions are 
evocat ive,  beau t i f u l  feat ures 
wh ich st ir deep emot ions 
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wit h in many observers . I t  is 
for t h is reason t hat  so many 
peop le are willing to believe 
that the c ir c les represent 
somet h ing exo t ic and 

· incred ible.  

It  is import ant  to unders t and 
that the o u t er r ings and 
sate llites in all t hese 
format ions d isplay t he same 
charact erist ics as t he ir paren t 
<cen t ra l )  c ir c les,  whils t t h e  
exis t ence of  t h e  out er r in�s 
con f irms their vor t ex orig in 
because many vor t ices exhibit  
t iny she a t hs of  con t ra- r o t a t ing 
air surrounding the vor t e x  
funnel. Corl is s3 c i t e s  many 
accoun t s  o f  wat erspout s  wit h 
<up t o  t hree ) outer sheat hs a l l  
pos it ioned very close t o  t h e  
funne l at  t he core o f  t he 
vor t e x.  These she a t hs can 
des cend and ascend during t he 
vor t e x  event and t he y  have 
been l ikened t o  t he movemen t s  
of a wr igg ling, p u ls a t ing 
anima l !  S ign if icant ly, t he out er 
r ings of our mys t ery c ircles 
are also pos i t ioned very c lose 
to the parent circles (a l t hough 
they occas ionally b isect  t n e  
outer c ir c les4 ) and t he y  also 
dis p lay a s inuous, wave- l ike 
pat t ern which seems to be the 
resu lt o f  t h is pulsat ing shea t h  
descr ibed by Corliss.  

Dr Meaden poin t s  out t ha t  t he 
direc t ion o f  spin in t he out er 
rings is a lways oppos i t e t o  
the direct ion of  spin exh ibited 
b y  t he parent c ir c le ;  t h is 
con f irms t ha t  - a s  in ordinary 
vor t ex even t s  - some kind o f  
moment u rn  conservat ion i s  a t  
work t o  prevent t he vor t e x  
from becoming unst ab le .  

It  i s  a s ign i f icant f a c t  t ha t  
the majori t y  o f  t hese c ir c les 
appear c lose t o  the bases of  
s t ee p ly inc l ined h il l  s lopes 
<e. g .  at the Cheese foot Head 
'pun chbowl '  near W inche s t er and 
at t he West bury Whi t e  Horse 
escarpment in W il t s h ire ) .5  
'Tra iling vort ices ' have been 
ext ensively described in t h e  
met eoro log ica l lit erat ure (e. g .  
on t he lee s lope o f  t he Rock 
of Gibra l t ar ); these vort ices 
are genera t ed by the form a t ion 
of eddy curren t s  on the lee 
s ide of  many t opograph ical 
feat ures. Dr Meaden proposes 
t hat  mos t circle forma t ions are 
creat ed b y  s t a t ionary vor t ices 
generat ed in this way by 
' s t and ing waves ' o f  lee- s ide 
eddy curren t s .  A f ine example 
o f  t h is process is provided by 
the C ley Hill ,  Warminst er 
circles , wh ich Dr Meaden cit es 
in t he Journal of Me t eorology 

<Vol .  1 3 ,  No. 9 ,  May /June 1 98 8 ). 
F ive c ir c le format ions are 
known to have appeared at t h is 
locat ion bet ween 1 98 2  and 1 98 7  
inc lusive.  All f ive were 
loca t ed on t he east ern s ide o f  
t he hill  where t h e  prevailing 
west erly w inds produce lee­
s ide eddies . On t wo occas ions 
t he wind direct ion a t  t he t ime 
o f  forma t ion was known t o  be 
west erly,  t hus support ing Dr 
Mead en ' s  hypo t he s is .  

Those myst ery c ir cles which d o  
not · appear at  s uch locat ions 
are obvious ly creat ed by 
s im ilar des cend ing vort ices 
which must be genera t ed w i t h in 
t he at mospheric boundary layer. 
These ' descending eddy cur­
ren t s '  burrow down from t he 
sky by day or n igh t ,  under 
c loudy skies as w e ll as clear 
skies,  and even during heavy 
prec ip i t a t ion. The ir e f f e c t s  
a r e  iden t ical  t o  t h e  t opograph­
ically ind uced vort ices and 
t he ir lifet imes are a lso 
r e lat ive ly short <poss ibly less 
t han 10 s e conds ) ,  hence t he 
lack o f  re lia b le eyewitness 
accoun t s .  

When Jenny Rand les and I wro t e  
' Mys t ery o f  the C ir cles ' w e  
were w e l l  aware o f  t he t wo 
eyewi t ness accoun t s  o f  vor t ­
ices creat ing c ir c les c i t ed by 

the u fologica l communit y t o  
dism iss t h e  vort ex t heory 
s im p ly because i t  does not 
prov ide us with an excit ing, 
exot ic explanat ion for the 
circles.  Indeed,  t h e  u f ologist 's  
parad igm m us t  inc lude t he 
accept ance o f  a mundane ,  
'na t ural '  hypot hes is for UFO 
phenomena when such hypothe�es 
become available, despite our 
willingness t o  search for more 
sensa t ional explana t ory mode ls 
for t he phenomena we s t udy. 

The Vor t ex Theory of fers a 
unique challenge t o  u fologis t s  
because i t  t es t s  o u r  abilit y t o  
eva lua t e  theor ies and t o  
inve s t ig a t e  anoma l ies in the 
real world .  The t heory is a 
gol den opport uni ty for us all  
to demons t ra t e  our more mature 
approach to t he scien t i f ic 
s t udy of  anoma lous phenomena 
and a chance to persuade a 
scept ica l wor ld t o  t ake a fresh 
look at  ufology and our data.  
Regre t fu lly, some ufologis t s  
have not recogn ised this and 
t ake every oppor t unit y to 
dism iss t he t heory <even 
be fore it  has been pub lished ) 
and t o  discred it  i t s  promo t ers.  
It  is this approa ch , and the 
cos t t o  our movement ,  which I 
w il l  discuss nex t .  

NOTES 
Dr Meaden . We nearly decided 1 , See for  exa;p l e  ' The G u i nness Boo�  o f  
to  omit t hese accoun t s  because �eather  Fac ts a n d  Feats ' ,  by I ng r i d  
we were n o t  fully convinced o f  Ho l f o r d  (1977 ) ,  page 193 and c ove r ,  
t heir va lue <one invo lved we ll­
known UFO writ er Arthur 
Shut t le wood ! ) .  However , _ during 
1 98 7 a correspondent wro t e  t o  
t he London Daily Telegraph t o  
descr ibe h is observ a t ion of  a 

2 ,  Dur i ng 1987 Or Meaden i nspec ted and 
!leasu r ed 66 c i r c l es ( no t  f o r .a t i ons ) ;  o f  
these 3 0  d i s p l ayed c l oc k 'i i se sw i r l s and 
36 d i s p l ayed ant i-c l oc k w i se sw i r l s ,  

vort ex 'bouncing'  across a 3 ,  S e e  ' To r nadoes , Dark  Days , Ano1a l ous 
wheat f ie ld adjacent to h is P rec i p i  ta t i on and Re l a ted Weather 
home in t he Malvern H il ls .  This Phenollena ' ,  by W i l l i a11 R Cor l i s s ,  The 
vor t e x  crea t ed t wo c irc les Sourc ebook P r o j ec t  ( 1983 ) ,  pages 1 54 - 1 5 6 ,  
according t o  t he w i t ness,  but  
l ike so many UFO even t s ,  it  4 ,  S e e  f o r  exa11p l e  FSR, Vo l ,  29,  No , 1 
was repor t ed far t oo lat e  t o  (1983 ) ,  page 1 5 , 
be adequa t ely inve s t igat ed .  

Clearly an abundance o f  
e v idence e x is t s  which suppor t s  
D r  Meaden ' s  h igh ly original 
Vor t e x  Theory o f  C ir c le Orig in . 
I t  would be qui t e  wrong for 

5 ,  Of  c ou r s e ,  depend i ng on w i nd speed and 
the s ize o f  the h i l l  s l ope ,  edd i es c an 
gene r ate  vor t i c es we l l  away f ro11 the base 
of the h i l l  - pe r haps as f a r as 2 or 3 k m  
f ro• the f eature  respons i b l e ,  
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I have explained in some dept h  
why I f ind the vor t e x  t heory 
of circle origin so con v in c ing 
and so p laus ib le ,  g iven t h e  
nat ure of  t he evidence before 
us and t he exist ence of  
recognised met eoro log ical 
mechan isms capable o f  creat ing 
'mys t ery c ircles ' .  My descr ip­
t ion of  t hese mechan isms 
represen t s  more t han t hree 
years o f  research and inves t ­
igat ion int o  t he phenomenon 
wh ich culm ina t ed in 1 98 7 w i t h  
the j o in t  funding o f  t h e  
BUFORA/TORR0 1 Sample Survey 
which aimed t o  e s t a b lish 
certain ,  q uan t i f iable aspe c t s  
of the phenomenon and t he 
beliefs of the landowners 
concerned . 

The aims of the survey were t o  
find out how many c ir c le 
format ions were appearin g ,  how 
many were being report ed, and 
to establish whe t her t hose 
forma t ions which were being 
repor t ed cons t it u t ed a repre­
sentat ive <random ) sample o f  
those f ormat ions which were 
act ually appear ing.  We were 
par t icularly concerned w i t h  t h e  
way that t he forma t ion t ypes 
being report ed seemed t o  
evolve in t o  ever more complex 
pa t terns with every passing 
summer. Such a non- random 
charac t eris t ic seemed q u i t e  
in consis t ent  w i t h  a purely 
'na t ural '  t heory and sug&es t ed 
that the more comp l1cat ed 
forma t ions were really <very 
clever ) hoaxes. 2  

The pos t a l  survey was carr ied 
out in January 1 98 7  in t he 
Eng lish count ies of Hampshire 
and W iltsh ire. N in e t y  va lid 
res ponses were rece ived from 
cereal farmers in an area w i t h  
a high incidence of c ir cle 
forma tions .  Our f indings were:  

1 .  There was v ir t u ally no 
support what soever amongs t  t he 
landowners that UFOs were 
creat ing t he circles.  On ly 3 o f  
the survey respondent s  ind ic­
ated a willingness to agree 
with t h is belief wh ils t 
sign if icant ly h igher proport ­
ions of  the responde n t s  agreed 
wit h  Hoax ing and The Weather 
as likely exp lana t ions. Because 
of  t he sma l l  samp le s ize and a 
low response ra t e  t o  t h is 
ques t ion t here was no s ign i f­
ican t dif ference bet ween t h e  
pro port ions o f  responde n t s  who 
agreed /disagreed with Hoax ing 
and The Weat her as perceivea 
causes of the phenomenon. 

2. The 90 survey responden t s  
produced accoun t s  o f  1 9  circle 
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format ions · on 1 1  cerea l 
holding s .  · Sign i f icant ly ,  1 3  · 
<68 % )  o f  t hese format ions and 
2 of t he 7 forma t ion types 
were unknown prior t o  t he 
survey. On ly 2 o f  the 1 9  
format ions ( 1 1 % )  had ever 
received public i t y ,  thus 
con f irming that the t rue 
number o f  format ions appearing 
m us t  be about  t en t imes t he 
number being repor t ed. 

3 .  The survey predic t ed that on 
average a c ir c le form ing even t 
was occurring once every 
3 4 , 800 hect ares (8 6 ,  1 00 acres ) 
per year. This implies tha t  
every year over 400 c ircle­
forming even t s  are occurring 
in England and Wales a lone. 8 

4 .  A di fferen t, non- random 
d is t r ibut ion of format ion t ypes 
was repor t ed t o  t he d is t r ibut­
ion known be fore.  Th is 
con f irmed t ha t  media bias t o  
report only the more excit ing 
<or access ib le ) format ion t ypes 
was distort ing our knowledge 
of t he phenomenon and proa­
ucing t he apparent evolut ion 
of format ion types.  

Perhaps most importan t ly o f  
a ll,  t h e  survey failed t o  pro­
duce a s ingle account of  a 
' paranormal '  UFO creat ing a 
c ir c le forma t ion in front o f  
s t ar t led farmers.  All t he 
s urvey f ind ings were consis t ­
en t w i t h  t h e  hypo thesis t h a t  a 
rare, nat ura l phenomenon was 
respons ible for t he c ir cles. 

The BUFORA /TORRO Survey was 
t he f irst such ven t ure bet ween 
Brit ish u f o logis t s  and a 
respec t ed s cien t i f ic organis­
a t ion and must represent a 
m inor breakt hrough in our 
<somewhat fros t y )  relat ionsh ip 
with the s c ien t i f ic commun i t y .  
Whils t  the s urvey f in d ings d o  
n o t  make g iant concep t u a l  
leaps i n  o u r  underst anding o f  
t he circles phenomenon, t hey do 
con f irm those aspec t s  wh ich 
s uggest that a nat ural <vor t e x  
rela t ed ) mechanism is at work, 
and as such the survey 
provides one small p iece in the 
j igsaw of  science. 

With the success of the survey 
in mind,  I must say how 
frus t ra t ed I have been to see 
that some u fo log ist s  s t i l l  
con t inue to pander t o  
sensa t iona lism b y  promot ing 
their wild ly specula t ive 
t heor ies about ' paranorma l '  
UFOs (? ), ' inv is ible ear t h  
forces ' and ' ley lines ' !  These 
u fo logis t s  d ism iss my more 
rat ion a l  approach t o  the s t udy 
o f  t he c ir c les w i t h  a wave of  
t heir hand as i f  they were 
expert s  in vort ex generat ion 
and we were fools just 
released from t he asylum. Their 
obsess ion with f inding an 
exot ic exp lana t ion for t he 
myst ery c ir c les can on ly res ult  
in  t he d ismissal o f  a l l  t he UFO 
data by our det ract ors and the .. 
assumpt ion t ha t  all u fologis t s  
are equally willing t o  d iscover 
incred ib le causes for anoma lous 
even t s .  

Quit e apart from the 
ph i losophical prob lems we face 
when trying to account for one 
unexpla ined phenomenon <the 
circles ) with ano t her unex-
p la ined phenomenon <UFOs ), 
t hese ufolog is t s  seem t o  
accept every med ia- generat ed 
UFO report as a bona f ide 
t r u ly unexp la ined UFO report 
with t he min im u m  of  crit icism 
or invest iga t ion. Take for 
example tne ir ' eyewit ness 
account ' of  a g iant UFO creat­
ing a c ir c le at  Cheesefoot Head 
near Winchest er ,  a f fe c t ing 
t hree byst anders ' veh ic les and 
being phot ographed by t he 
primary wit ness.  

When I wro t e  t o  t h is w it ness 
he made no ment ion o f  t he 
a l leged phot ograph o f  t h is 
ext raordinary event despit e my 
form specif ical ly asking ' I f  
you t ook a phot ograph . . .  g ive 
details ' .  In addit ion I f ind it 
d i f f icult  to b e lieve t hat any 
person observing and phot o­
g raph ing an event of t h is 
magn it ude <creat ing ext ens ive 
ground t races and a f fect ing 
mechan ica l apparat us for an 
appre c ia b le lengt h  of  t ime ) 
would wait several years 
be fore send ing the only 
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exis t ing nega t ive of  t h is 
price less phot ograph to t he ir 
local  freebie < The Winch es t er 
Gaze t t e & Extra) and then 
s imply forget  about it when 
� hat newspaper m is la i� s uch an 
1mportant p1ece of  ev1dence in 
the rather dubious manner 
described in Flying Saucer 
Review, Vol. 3 2 ,  No. 6 !  

Fur thermore, I not e  with some 
concern that this witness could 
not have observed a UFO 
creat ing g round t races in t h e  
Cheese foot  Head 'punchbow l '  way 
back in 1 98 0 ,  1 98 1 ,  1 98 2 , 1 98 3 ,  
1 98 4  o r  1 98 5  <he ' s  not sure 
wh ich year ) if  he had been 
st anding (as he claims ) in the 
car park a t  t h is we ll- known 
beau t y  spot . Even the mos t 
unobservan t UFO inves t igator 
should have no t iced that 
circles appear ing in the 
'punchbowl'  are simply not 
vis ible from the car park due 
to the lie o f  the land and 
in t ervening obs t a c les . 4  

Despite  appreciable publicit y ,  
the t wo corroborat ing witnes­
ses <whose names and addresses 
were rat her inconven ient ly 
unrecorded ) have not come 
forward t o  con f irm t h is 
amazing encoun t er and , in the 
meant ime, our ' repea t er '  wit­
ness has observed t wo more 
UFOs, t h is t ime above 
W in ches t er city cen t re (along 
with t wo rather elus ive 
po l icemen ) .  

In my opin ion this case cannot 
be judged as a credible and 
object ive account of  a t ruly 
in credible <and t o t a lly 
unpreceden t ed )  even t .  I t  
illus t rates on ly too w e l l  t h e  
dangers o f  accept ing med ia­
genera ted UFO s t ories at face 
value and the cos t t o  t he UFO 
movement without care f u l  
foret hough t and a degree o f  
s o u l  search ing.  

I must emphas ise that I t oo 
be lieve t here are 'novel new 
phenomena ' in the UFO dat a  and 
that I would be perfect ly 
happy to  cons ider FSR' s view 
that < 'paranormal ' )  UFOs were 
creat ing t he mys t ery circle s  i f  
I t hought t hat FSR's 'honoured 
consultant s '  understood t h e  
u fo log ica l fac t s  o f  l i f e .  B u t  
when the y  enthusiast ically 
promot e s uch a dubious and 
frankly unbe lievab le cla im like 
�his I jus t throw up my hands 
m horror at the damage the y  
are in f lict ing on the 
ufolog is t ' s  cause.  

When FSR carries a f u ll, un-

ed ited descript ion of t he 
Vor t ex Theory o f  C ircle 
Format ion t o  add a more 
ba lanced v iew to the c ir c les 
deba t e ,  and when FSR's 
' honoured consult ant s '  learn t o  
familiarise themselves with t he 
est ablished met eoro logical 
lit era t ure inst ead of d ism is­
s ing the Vor t e x  Theory out o f  
hand <because t hey pre fer a 
more excit ing,  exot ic exp lanat ­
ion ) ,  then perhaps u fologis t s  
w ill beg in t o  persuade t he 
scient i f ic communi t y  t o  t ake 
ufologis t s  and our data more 
serious ly . 

A t  the end o f  the day, what 
concerns me mos t about the 
mys t ery circles is not so much 
t heir ca use ( a f t er all,  I could 
be wrong ) but their trea t men t 
by u fologis t s  and the med ia. I 
believe that most u fo logis t s  
apprecia t e  only t oo we l l  that 
t he reason why science has 
ignored our da t a  for over 
for t y  years is because o f  t h is 
obsess ion by large numbers o f  
u fologist s  w i t h  wild ly excit ing 
and exot ic in t erpre t a t ions of 
our da t a .  This uncr it ica l 
approach g ives our enem ies all  
the ammun it ion they need t o  
discred i t  ufology and the 
fascinat ing phenomena · we 
s t udy.  

It  saddens me to see such 
na ive and emot ive support for 
the UFO t heory bein g  promo t ed 
aga in and again in FSR - a 
magazine wh ich was once the 
champ ion of our cause under 
Char les Bowen, but wh ich has 
now des cended int o  a fan t asy 
world o f  MIB and s in is t e r  
government p lo t s  t o  suppress 
The Tru t h .  FSR' s current 
con t r ibutors really have no 

concept of  the damage they are 
in f lic t ing on the ir own 
cred ibility <let alone the 
credibilit y of  our in f an t  
s c ienc e ) ,  and t h e y  seem t o  
in t erpret t h e  Vor t ex Theory as 
some kin d  . o f  threa t to t heir 
est ablished order, ins t ead o f  a 
theory which will s t and or fall 
on i t s  mer it s a lone. 

For u f o logy to progress we 
must learn to adopt more 
s t r ingent inves t igat ive crit er­
ia be fore we rush to procla im 
anomalies as unex p la ined. We 
mus t learn to  discard all those 
out dated theories wh ich 
brought so much r idicule down 
on our predecessors, and we 
mus t be seen by the scien t i f ic 
commun i t y  t o  b e  co- operat ing 
with est ablished, respect ea 
scien t is t s  in a common quest 
for knowledge without recourse 
to t he emot ive and quit e 
unnecessary comments bein g  
made in FSR about those of  us 
who support the Vort ex Theory . 

Regret  f u lly, some ufolog is t s  do 
not accept these honourable 
values.  To these people I have 
a sim p le,  direc t message. Leave 
us ufologis t s  alone and take 
your obsess ions elsewhere. 

NOTES 

1 ,  TORRO, The Tornado and S to r 11  Research  
Or gan i sa t i on,  54 F r o1e Road, B r adford-on-
Avon, W i l tsh i r e  BA 1 5  1 LD UK, 
2, Reader s  shou l d  note that two c i r c l e  
f o raa t i ons  a r e  known t o  b e  proven hoaxes 
( Westbury ,  Augus t 1 983 ;  and F roxf i e l d ,  
S e p  te1be r 1 986 ) ,  
3 ,  The 901 c onf i denc e i nterva l f o r  th i s  
est imate i s  63 t o  745 .  
4 ,  W e  k now o f  n o  c i r c l es i n  t h e  i uedi a te 
v i e  i n i  ty of the c a r  park  over the past  
dec ade ; the near e s t  c i rc l es wou l d  have 
been in the ' punc hbow l ' ,  
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Dear S ir 

LETTERS  
TO  THE  

�l l lll 
PECKHAM WRY 

I not e  w i t h  grow ing d isma y 
w i t h in the pages o f  Magon ia 
and espec ia lly in the writ ings 
of Pe t er Rogerson a cer t a in 
m is p laced s m ugness wh ich , 
whether act ual or imag ined , 
does lit t le t o  f u r t her t he 
psycholog ical t heor ies o f  
u fo logy .  

Wh i le psychology o b v iously 
does have a p lace,  and an 
impor tant one at  t ha t ,  in 
helping to address t h e  problem 
of UFOs,  it is seen b y some as 
the answer t o  all t he issue 
and t o  explain ever y t h ing 
from ' Valerie of Peckha m ' to 
Near Dea t h  Exper ien ces <hav ing 
m yse l f  been born in Peckham , I 
fee l  V a ler ie m ight need t he 
pro t ec t ion o f  a fe l low 
Peckham i t e ) . Psycho log is t s  may 
be able t o  t hrow some light on 
why a Valer ie or a Car l Higdon 
ill t er pret  what they see and 
experience as be ing a lien b u t  
this knowledge i s  h a r d l y  a 
solut ion in i t se l f :  perceiving a 
double helix down an e le c t r on 
microscope w ithout an under­
s t anding o f  ce l l u la r  b io logy 
does lit t le b y  way o f  add in g  
to man ' s  knowledge. 

Pa t ien t s  faced w i t h  an 
illcompe t en t  or ignorant phys­
ician are t o ld t o  ' pu l l  
themse lves t ogether•  in m uch 
the same way as Rogerson t e l ls 
us < l ike b ig dadd y )  t o  s t op 
playing at geology and 'grow 
up ' . More enqu iring and 
concerned phys ician s ,  wh ils t 
rea l is ing that  what t he pat ient 
descr ibes may not be t he t rue 
physio log ica l bas is f o r  t h e ir 
symp t oms,  nonet h e less a v a i l  
themselves o f  a more pos it ive 
a t t i t ude in the search for a 
solut ion. For t oo long 
phys icians and f o lk lo r is t -
theor is t s  have viewed t he more 
ex t raordinary man i fes t a t ions of 
their respect ive as reasons to 

ignore t he fossible under ly ing 
pnys iolog ica or phys ica l bas is 
of s uch repor t s .  If the s t or y  
seems fan t as t ic t han i t ' s  a ll 
in the m ind,  or is f o lk lore.  

Inst ead o f  seeking t o  den ig ra t e  
o t her r esearchers hones t  
a t t em p t s  a t  solut ions perhaps 
t he more h ide- bound proponent s  
o f  t h e  fo lklore / psycholog ica l 
s choo ls o f  t hough t would b e  
b e t t er emp loyed f in d ing a 
solut ion a long more produ c t ive 
l ines. 

There are many pass ing 
references in the UFO lit erat­
ure t o ,  for examp le ,  h a l l u c in­
a t ions, but I see p r e c ious 
lit t le ev idence t ha t  thes e  same 
fo lklor is t s  and psychology-
t heor is t s  even bot her t o  
aquaint t hemse lves w i t h  t h e  
neural mechan ism o f  h a llucin­
a t ions and percept ion , and t he 
current deba t e  on in t en t ional­
i t y .  T h is is a l l  t he m o re 
regret t a b le in v iew o f  t h e  
pos it ion t ha t  ha llucin a t ions 
hold as one o f  t he major 
cornerstones o f  psychology.  

Qua l i f ied psycholog is t s  are far 
more caut ious in t h e  
a pp licat ion o f  t h e ir knowledge 
t o  prob lems of h uman b e l ie f 
and behav iour - t hey are t oo 
p a in f u lly aware t h a t  see m ing ly 
innoc uous q uest ions p u t  t o  
t hem b y  t h e  public are t oo 
o f t en the ones t o  wh ich t he y  
h a v e  n o  answer : w h a t  i s  
memory?, w h a t  makes someone 
t urn mass k i l ler? 

I do not t h ink t h a t  any 
r a t ional UFO researcher wou ld 
deny that  a l l  t he t heor ies t h a t  
t ry to expla in t he UFO pheno­
menon do have a role t o  p la y  
i n  research. I t  i s  these 
t heor ies t h a t  so lve many cases 
- by a process o f  e l im in a t ion . 
However , some folk lor is t s /  
psycholog y- t heor is t s  t ry t o  
explain 'Va lerie o f  Peckha m • s •  
s igh t ings i n  t erms o f  'grandma 
ps ycholog y ' ;  an at  t em p t  t o  
explain t h e  mechan isms o f  
geology,  phys ics o r  NDEs in 
what seems very l ike s o  m u ch 
m umbo- jumbo.  L ike t he p at ien t ' s  
symptoms,  t he perc ip ien t 's 
psycho log ical react ion t o  t h e ir 
experience is seen as s u f f ic­
ien t of i t s e l f  to accoun t for 
t he s ight ing or s ickness. 

I would ask all t hose who 
c la im t ha t  UFO s ight ings a r e  
exp licable s o le ly in t erms o f  
folklore and psychology to read 
Barry Greenwoo d ' s  art icle 'The 
Luke A ir Force Base UFO 
S ight ing ' C FSR, 2 4, 2 ,  p .  1 1  ),  or 

15 
R ichard Haines ' s  'Commer c ia l  
Jet Crew S ights Un iden t i f ied 
Object • < FSR, 2 7 ,  4 and 5 ) . A 
more enqu ir ing m ind may ex t end 
our know ledge - t h is at t it ude 
of open- m indedness is w e l l  
illus t r a t ed in t he art icle 
' More P ieces for the Jigsaw ' b y  
Hilary E vans i n  t he s a m e  iss ue 
of Magonia as P e t e r  Rogerson 's 
p iece.  

Oh,  b y  t h e  way,  I bumped int o  
V a l  down Rye Lane Market las t  
week a n d  s h e  says:  "Cor b limey ,  
mat e !  I t ' s t h e  las t  t ime I 
gonna bovver t o  t e ll  an y o f  
you lot wha t I seen - even i f  
I sees a fousand o f  ' em 
b leed in • fly in • sorcerers . Ere,  
you seen t h is scar on me leg? 
No, funny you sho u ld ment ion 
tha t . . .  m e  mum ' s  got one an • 
a l l  . . .  " 

Yours f a i t h f ully 

Anthony R Brown , S t ra t hg lass­
by- Beau ly ,  Invernessshire.  

BUT ON THE OTHER HAND • • •  

Dear John, 

Just  rece ived your most 
exce llen t edit ion o f  Nagonia. 
Ver y ,  very good art ic le by 
Roger son and I must regre t  not · 
having made it t o  your 
con ference.  

Best regards 

D ennis S t illings , 
Project,  St Paul,  MN. 

Archaeus 

ALL RIGHT, JACQUES 

Dear John 

I have no quarre l  w i t h  your 
comment s  on Dimensions in 
Magonia of Augus t 1 958 - it is 
your preroga t ive to l ike or 
d is l ike any book you r e v iew 
but some poin t s  of c lar i f ic a t ­
ion are needed i n  v iew o f  the 
imminent pub licat ion o f  t he 
book by Souvenir in the UK. 

F ir s t ,  regarding t he fact t h a t  
Dimensions summarizes and 
upda t es ear l ier works , i t  wou ld 
have been fair to not e  t h a t  
bo t h  m y  int rodu c t ion a n d  the 
d us t  jacket  make i t  absolut e ly 
c lear t o  t he reader t ha t  some 
o f  t he m a t er ia l  was p u b l ished 
be f ore .  

. ·  

Second , it would have a lso been 
f a ir to point out t h a t  Passpor t 
t o  Nagon ia, In visible College 

and Messengers of Decep t ion 
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have been out o f  pr in t  for 5 
t o  1 0  years.  Not  e very Briton 
had t he fores igh t ,  as you 
ev iden t ly did, to purchase them 
a s  soon as t hey came o u t . Yet 
the in f ormat ion they brough t 
t o  ligh t is s t i l l  very curren t ,  
s o  much s o  that you w il l  f ind 
it ext ens ive ly repr int ed 
<without at t r ibu t ion or credit ) 
in numerous 'new'  books where 
it is present ed as o r ig in a l  
research. 

Third, some fac t s  wh ich have 
been pub lished before do bear 
repeat ing les t t hey be 
forgo t t en in  the shu f f le: for 
ins t ance,  In visibl e College 
po in t ed out for t he f ir s t  t ime 
1 3  years ago t ha t  the 
s t ruct ure o f  many abduct ion 
repo r t s  was iden t ical  t o  that 
of in it iat ion rit ua ls .  y e t  t h is 
fundamen t a l  observat ion has 
not ye t  per cola t ed int o  the 
cons cio usness of Amer ican UFO 
researchers, who are st ill  
charging ahead with  spe c u lat­
ion about t he c lin ica l and 
gene t ic mot ives of the ' a lien ' 
s c ien t is t s  aboard UFOs.  Wha t 
may seem obvious and passe t o  
you in England i s  no t neces­
sar ily obsole t e  in the Un it ed 
S t a t es .  

Four t h, I do t h ink t he reader 
will  f ind much that is novel in 
Dim ens ions because it art  icu­
la t es c lear ly for t he f irst 
t ime the f u l l  ex t en t  of the 
bankrupt c y  o f  the ETH. 

As for t he organ isat ion that 
brough t me t o  London a f ew 
years ago and "had not been 
heard of  before or s ince"  it 
was , very s imply, the 
organisa t ion founded by Dr 
Hynek when he moved t o  
Arizona . I t  i s  s t i l l  i n  e x is t ­
e n c e  under t he n a m e  ICUFOR, 
alt hough Alien ' s  deat h  has 
obviously sha t t ered its once­
a m b it ious plans for in t erna t­
ional  res ear ch.  My on ly link 
with  it , for wh ich I feel no 
need t o  apo logise, is one of 
con t in u ing fr iendsh ip. 

It is t r ue t ha t  I have never 
spoken publicly about my own 
research of the pas t t en years. 
Your crit ic ism on t h is po int is 
well t aken : I acknowledge it , 
and wil l t ry t o  remedy it . My 
only rejoinder is t ha t  here,  as 
in t he UFO ma t t er generally,  it 
is rash to const rue t h e  ab­
sence o f  e v idence as ev idence 
o f  absence.  

W i t h  warm regards 

Jacques Va llee,  San Fran c isco .  

C U T 
11 0 I n I 

RANDLES' 

"ABDUCTION " 

D a r y l Co l l i n s 

This new book is a very 
impor t an t  compilat ion of cases 
and fact s wh ich any successful 
theory of abduct ions will 
somehow have t o  explain. It 
deserves t o  be much more 
widely read and s t ud ied than 
is likely t o  happen. To the 
general reader, perhaps t he 
mos t im port an t message is that 
one can be abduct ed anywhere, 
just as eas ily :in Brit a in as in 
Upstate New York. To the 
specia list it provides a 
d isp lay of some of the complex 
pa t terns h idden within t he 
abduct ion phenomenon. 

It is not clear that t hese 
pa t t erns are q u i t e  cons is t en t  
w i t h  the e a s y  answers some­
t imes pu t forward by some o f  
t he con t r ib u t ors t o  Magonia. O f  
course, some o f  t h is con fusing 
complexity  may be an illusory 
by-produc t  of  t he inc lus ion in 
one category of phenomena t ha t  
don ' t  really be long t oge t her -
miss ing t ime cases, en t it y  
cases , con t a c t s ,  var ious t ypes 
o f  abduct ions.  Ye t the pat t ern 
of resemb lances among t hese 
would st ill  rema in t o  b e  
explained. 

I will proceed by g1v1ng a 
quick summary o f  some o f  t he 
main po in t s  o f  the book, adding 
commen t s  from my own perspec­
t ive as I go a long. It opens 
with some old cases - from as 
far back as 1 80 3  and 1 9 1 2  -
with modern feat ures , alongs ide 
some modern cases with oid or 
even mythological fea t ures . 
There follows some remarks on 
t he SF connect ion po in t ed ou t 
by Meheus t ,  with  the int eres t ­
ing sugges t ion t hat  f ilms ,  
novels and music may cons t i t ­
u t e  some kind o f  ' back- door 
cont a c t s'.  To t hese I could add 

that the classical st range 
doors can a lso be fo und in SF 
s t or ies from the 1 9 2 0 s  and 
1 9 30s by such authors as 
Rober t E Howard and C lark 
Ash t on Smith  of Weird Ta l es, 
and the s t or y  on wh ich t he 
f i lm Th e Day th e Ear th St ood 
St ill was b a s e d .  Y e t ,  many of  
these were l i t t le read, and 
con t a ined many feat ures tha t  
don ' t  a ppear in abduc t ions.  Not 
m e n t ioned a r e  o t h e r  f i lms t hat 
f rom my own perspect ive are 
even more relevan t,  such as 
Th e Ne ver En ding St ory, and 
The Land of Fara way. 

The core of the book is the 
d isplay o f  cases and common 
feat ures in chapt ers 5 ,  6, and 
7 .  Chapt er 5 is devoted to 2 9  
Brit ish cases.  Not a b le feat ures 
inc lude the pr eva lence of  
v 1s 1ons o f  coming disas t ers,  
which appears several t imes in 
the book. There is the st range 
drink o f t en given to abduct ees, 
wh ich I remember from my own 
exper ience.  And t he b izarre 
Applet on case inc ludes a 
sample o f  alleged alien skin 
that  resemb led t he skin o f  an 
an imal,  a det a i l  unpleasan t ly 
rem in is cent o f  some o f  the 
sensat iona l rumours curren t ly 
c irculat ing among US 
u fologis t s .  And note the case 
on page 60 , where a car was 
found in a muddy f ield but 
lef t  no t racks . I t  should be 
remembered at  the end of the 
book . 

A word should be addressed t o  
the ques t ion o n  page 1 5 8 a s  to  
why there seem t o  be few 
abdu c t ion repor t s  c3.mongs t non­
Ca ucas ians . There is a good 
chance t ha t  t h is is pr imar ily a 
s e lect ion e f fect due to 
c u lt ural b iases.  For example, 



several of Budd Hopkins ' s  cases 
have �vo lved b lacks, but they 
are not pub licly known. 
Probably many blacks perceive 
UFOs as an area pre- emp t ed by 
whit es ,  and fear that t he ir 
input may not be welcome. 
Un fort una t e ly ,  t h is may not be 
tota lly unjus t if ied;  some whi t e  
news edit ors , police o f f icers , 
e t c .  m a y  t ake repor t s  from 
b lack witnesses less seriously. 

On page 1 7 2 t here is a case 
invo lving a device placed to 
the forehead of an abduct ee.  I 
found t h is part icularly 
striking, as I remember i� from 
one of my own experiences, 
back in 1 9 48 . I t  seems to  be 
rare in UFO l it erature,  though 
int eres t ing ly it appears in one 
of Wh it ley St rieber ' s  novels, 
The Nigh t Ch urch. 

Of much curren t int erest is 
the d iscussion on pages 1 7 5 - 6  
and 1 80-3 o f  the way the 
phenomenon seems t o  try to 
presen t itse l f  as involving two 
alien races. While t h e  t rue 
signif icance o f  t h is feat ure is 
not at all c lear, specula t ion 
about conflicts bet ween t h e  
'swedes ' and t h e  'Greys ' are 
rag ing in many c ircles of  US 
ufology .  Usually the 'Grays ' are 
seen as hos t ile, or a t  leas t as 

·amoral predat ors. But as 
Hopkins has poin t ed out , t h e  
supposed enemies a r e  o f t en 
descr ibed as seeming to work 
toge ther. C learly, one should 
avoid jumping t o  con c lusions in 
the face of a phenomenon as 
con fus ing as t h is one .  

I n  Chap t er 8 Rand les brie f ly 
summar ises the results  o f  
Eddie Bullard ' s  mass ive two­
volume s t udy,  probably the 
mos t import an t  work done on 
the phenomenon t o  date.  Any 
adequa t e  t heory must accoun t 
for t he pa t t erns he has found, 
such as the coherence in the 
order of  the component even t s  
of t h e  abduct ion , and ' doorway 
amnes ia ' .  The lat t er feat ure is 
very n icely illus t rat ed by the 
very important 1 980 US 
abduct ion o f  ' Megan E l l iot t ' , 
wh ich I he lped to invest igat e ,  
and which is  not  in  Rand les ' s  
book, Megan recalled most o f  
her exper ience cons c ious ly,  
except for a few momen t s  
around t h e  en try in t o  t h e  
object , and a longer t im e  
around t h e  depart ure from i t .  
these had t o  b e  recovered 
under hypnos is, which ot herwise 
d id l it t le more than con f ir m  
her conscious recollect ions. 
jus t why these par t icular 
componen t s  should be s ing led 

out for amnes ia is not at a l l  
c lear. 

Hypnos is is a d ir t y  word in 
some c irc les . but as Randles 

. po in t s  out , somet h in g  like 20% 
to 3.0% of all cases involve no 
hypnos is. y e t  t here is lit t le 
i f  any syst emat ic d i f ferences 
be t ween t hem and those 
recalled m os t ly or ent ire ly 
under hypnos is . "It is s im p ly 
not t enable t o  c la im the 
hypnot ic s t a t e  as a cause for 
t he abdu c t ion experience", she 
conc ludes <p. 1 90 ) .  

In fact one could go much 
furt her in t h is d irect ion. It  is 
o f t en charged t ha t  abduc t ees 
are merely respond ing to 
leadin g  quest ions from the 
hypno t is t . Quit e the con t rary; 
in many cases the subject 
st ubborn ly res is t s  following 
the lead of t he t herapis t ,  even 
under cons iderab le pressure. 
Th is is par t icularly prom inent ,  
for example,  in the second 
phase of  t h e  Andreasson case ,  
and I remember i t  very vividly 
in  my own.  I have seen a paper,  
recen t ly drawn up by a prac­
t is ing psy ch ia t r is t ,  which 
cites t h is fea t ure and ot hers, 
inc luding t he occurrence of 
pos t - t rauma t ic st ress d isorder 
wh ich is on ly known to  follow 
ext erna l ly- induced t rauma. I t  
would b e  easy to  in t erpret 
these poin t s  as ev idence for 
the obj e c t ive rea lity  o f  
abduct ions .  

Sim ilar ly , in h e r  f in a l  chapter,  
Randles c i t es the s t udy carried 
out by Hopkins and C lamar in 
wh ich psychologis t E lizabet h  
S lat er conc luded t h a t  "there is 
no apparent psychologica l 
exp lanat ion" < p . 2 0 8  ). An in t er­
est ing experiment carr ied out 
by Rand les hers e l f  is report ed 
on pp. 2 0 4- 5 , and leads t o  
s im i lar conc lus ions.  

In default o f  a psycholog ical 
explana t ion . it is perhaps t oo 
easy t o  f a l l  back on the ETH, 
main ly because,  as Randles 
remarks , " t h is is the guise in 
which the abduct ors appear" 
<p .2 1 3 ) . Not all Americans who 
lean t owards t he ETH are 
hypnot ised b y  loyal t y  toKeyhoe. 
Indeed, for mysel f ,  the t heory 
is t emp t in g  exact ly because 
t he beings t o ld me t hey were 
from out er space ! 

Dur ing a long experience in 
1 9 46 I was t aken int o  a sort 
o f  aud it orium, where scenes 
were shown on a wa l l  of  wha t 
t he be ings c la imed to be their 
own wor ld a devas t a t ed 
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p lanet , where the c i t ies were 
burnt out wrecks and r ivers o f  
lava f lowed everywhere. 

No explanat ion was o f fered for 
all t h is dest ru c t ion. "We have 
had to go out int o  space to 
search for p laces were t here 
was the k in d  o f  life that could 
help us , "  came t he lec t ure, 
t elepa t hical ly.  "Ear t h  was one 
of  the p laces we found". 
<Implicat ion: t here were 
others. ) Much of t h is went over 
my head, s ince,  at  t he age of 
five,  I knew not l:l ing of st ars 
and p lane t s .  

Immed iat e ly I became obsessed 
with s pace and s c ience in an 
at t empt to make sense of what 
I had been shown and t o ld.  
<Perhaps t h is awakening to  
s c ience was akin to  the 
art is t ic awakenings poin t ed out 
by Randles - a d i f ferent kind 
of  experience from many ot hers 
w ith horri f ic consequences? ) I 
was a ls o  le f t  w ith a l i f e long 
obsession with UFOs, trying to 
make sense of my experience. I 
have read a l l  I can in search 
of answers. 

Did I f ind my answers in t h is 
book? Rand les t r ies hard. A t  
the end of  t h e  book, a f t er a 
brie f look at the enigmat ic 
l inks t o  OOBEs and NOEs , she 
proposes a ' best g uess ' which 
looks as if it m igh t have been 
inspired by Chocky. 
Un fort una t e ly ,  t h is theory 
presupposes that  abduc t ees 
w i l l  be ret urned to t he ir 
start ing p laces - con trary t o  
t h e  cases o n  pages 60 and 1 3 7 
of t h is very book, not t o  
men t ion t he Megan E ll iot t cas e ,  
and ot hers amongst Hopkins 
cases and e lsewhere. 

So I s t ill  don ' t  know what 
abduct ions are. I only know 
tha t ,  though they may feel 
st range compared to everyday 
exper ience,  they do not thereby 
fee l any less real.  D I D 

'Dary l Co l l in s '  is the 
pseudonym of an American 
corres ponden t who has under­
gone an abduct ion experience 
in childhood. He does not , at  
t h is s t age,  w ish h is name to 
be pub lished. In accordance 
with our policy on naming 
wit n esses we are happy to 
accede t o  t h is request .  

-t RANDLES,  Jenny.  A bduct i_gn. 
Published by Ha le,  1 98 8 .  
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
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The Secret L i ves o f  Treb i t sch L inco ln. Ya l e . 

Baref aced Mess i ah i  t he L Ron Hubbard  Story .  

Edwar d i an Eng l and seems to  have  been a happy  hunt i ng-ground for  
c on-men and c har l atans.  i nc l ud i n g two of  t he  t hr ee c h ron i c  l ed 
i n  t hese book s. T he f i r st t r ac es the career  of Percy  Top l  i ss .  
t he ' monoc l ed rmit i neer ' of  a somewhat f i c t i ona l i sed TV  dr ama 
ser i es .  recent l y  repeat ed. He graduated from  m i n i ng  v i l l age 
pe t t y  c r i mi n a l  t o  spend i n g  Wor l d  War I pos i n g  as an of f i c e r .  
who may or may n o t  ( cont r oversy rages ) have enj oyed a b r i e f 
moment of g l or y  as a r i n g l eader of the  mut i ny at t he army base­
camp of  Etap l es in 1 9 1 7 . Af te r t he wa r he t ook to  armed c r i me 
and eventua l l y  murde r .  dy i ng i n  a po l i c e  ambush i n  1 920 .  

Myst er i ous and  b i z a r r e  as t he 
Pe r c y  Top l i ss s to ry  i s . i t  
a ppears a l most mundane bes i de 
t hat of T r e b i tsch  L i n c o l n .  a 
Hungar i an Jew i sh advent u r er 
who arr i ved i n  Br i t a i n i n  t he 
ear l y  years of t h i s  century .  
H e  bec ame . i n  rap i d  suc ces­
s i on,  and  w i t h  t he a id  of  
bogus c r edent i a l s , an Ang l i c an 
c l er gymani a L i be r a l  MP (at a 
t i me when ant i -semi t i sm was 
r i fe and in s p i t e  of not be i n g  
a b l e  to  speak Eng l i s h  w i t hout 
a st rong  acc ent , and i ndeed 
poss i b l y  not even be i n g  a 
B r i t i sh c i t i z en ) i  t hen a shady 
f i nanc i er .  L i k e  Pe rcy  T o p l  i ss,  
he  was qu i ck t o  exp l o i t  Wor l d  
'War I by  pedd l i ng bogus m i l i t ­
ary  sec rets  t o  t he Ger mans 
f r om t he saf e t y  o f  New Yor k .  

B y  1 92 0  h e  had fo l l owed t h i s  
move onto t he i nternat i ona l 
st age by r esurfac i n� i n  B e r l i n 
as a l ead i ng ac t i v l s t  i n  t he 
under wo r l d  of German mi l i t a r ­
i s ts ,  Russ i an emi g r es and East 
Eur opean ant i -semi t es f r om 
wh i c h  Naz i sm wou l d  l a t e r  
emerge .  Even h e r e  he  found h i s  
o r i g i ns n o  mo r e  o f  a hand i ca p  
t o  h i s  sc hemes t han h i s  
possess i on o f  what a j ou r na l ­
i st who enc ount e r ed h i m  
desc r i bed a s  " a  face  o n  wh i c h  
dec e i t  and brut a l i t y  a r e  
i nsc r i bed for  a l l t o  r eada . 

Remarkab l e  as t h i s  s tory  i s , 
i t  seems at t h i s  po i n t  to have 
l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  t he concerns  
of  11llgon itJ. I ndeed, i t  i s  not  
w i t hout con t empor ary  par a l ­
l e l s , s i nce  moder n  Br i t a i n  c an 
boast at l east two f i gu r es who 
have obt a i ned  cons i de r a b l e  
succ ess o n  h i gh l y  dub i ous 
c r edent i a l s  and in  s p i t e  o f  
s i m i l ar f ac i a l  hand i c aps t o  
T r e b i t s ch  L i nc o l n . ( i n v i ew o f  
bot h of  t he i r  r emarkab l e  suc ­
cesses w i t h  t he l aw of l i b e l  
per haps it is unw i se to pur sue 
t he ana l og i es ) .  

However  L i nc o l n ' s next por t  o f  
c a l l was  C h i na .  After  a per i od 
as adv i sor  t o  a war l or d  he  
adopted t he name of Abbot  Kao 
C hu and became t he s p i r i tua l 
l eader of a sma l l commun i t y o f  
Europeans seek i ng en l i ght en­
ment in t he East . H e r e  t he 
story  becomes fami l i a r  t o  
t hose who h a v e  f o l l owed t he 
c areers  of cont empora ry  cu l t  
l eaders  suc h  a s  t he Bhagwan 
o r .  i n  t he po l i t i c a l  f i e l d, 
Ger r y  Hea l y  of t he Wor k e r s •  
Revo lut i onary  P a r t y . or  t he US  
u l t ra-r i ght cu l t i st Lyndon 
LaRouche .  

Peop l e  l ead i ng  wea l  t hy but 
sp i r i t ua l l y  i mpove r i shed l i ves 
s i gned away t he i r  cash t o  t he 
Perfec t Master , and i n  r e t urn 

were  humi l i ated, sexua l l y 
exp l o i ted.  and accused of 
c onsp i r i n g  aga i nst  h i m. 
F i na l l y  T r e b i t s c h  L i nco l n  d i ed 
i n  1 943 c omb i n i n g  h i s  ac t i v i t ­
i es as a Buddh i st monk w i t h  
wr i t i ng as a pro-Ax i s  propag­
and i st and c o r r espond i ng w i t h  
Naz i I nt e l l i genc e assur i n g  
t hem  t hat  he  c ou l d  en l i st t he 
H i dden Maste rs  on the  German 
s i de. 

J udgements  on Pe r cy  T op l i ss 
and T r e b i t s ch  L i nc o l n  may 
per haps be  t empered  by  t he 
t hought t hat had t hey  l i ved 
t he everyday respec t a b l e  l i ves 
of  t he i r  cont emporar i es one of  
t hem wou l d  probab l y  have d i ed 
on t he Western  f r ont and t he 
other  as a v i c t i m  of t he 
H o l oc aust .  However  i t  i s  not 
easy to  f i nd any t h i ng t o  say 
in m i t i gat i on of  L Ron 
Hubbard,  o t her  t han t o  
acknowl edge t he sk i l l  w i t h  he  
i dent i f i ed h i s  mar k e t .  

I n  t he 1 92 0 ' s . and 30 ' s var i ous 
dub i ous occu l t i s t s  had 
rea l i sed t hat  it was poss i b l e 
to make  money not s i mp l y  by 
exp l o i t i n g  a few members  of  
t he wea l t hy c l asses,  on t he 
l i nes of Cag l i ost ro  or  
A l asta i r  C row l eJ • but t o  go  
f or quant i t y o v i c t i ms  v i a  
ads i n  pu l p  magaz i nes ( t he 
Ros i cr uc i ans are  of course  
st i l l  at i t ,  and  the  TV 
evange l i sts  have b rought  the  
tec hn i ques into  t he e l ec t r on l c  
age ) ,  Hubbard ' s r i se  t o  fame 
and for t une i n  t h i s  way, 
a l t hough more spec tac u l ar than 
any of  h i s  prede c essors .  was 
not un i que.  What i s  d i st i nc t ­
i ve i s  t he myt ho l ogy w i t h  
wh i c h  h e  made h i s  p l ay f o r  h i s  
aud i ence .  

T he i ma g i nary  wor l d  of  Ron  
Hubbard i s  recogn i sab l y  t hat  
of  t he 1 930 ' s f i l m ser i a l .  T he  
b i og raph i c a l  wor k s  pr oduc ed by  
t he sdent o l og i st s  dep i c t  h i m  
a s  a t wo-f  i s ted  adventure r  i n  
exot i c  l ands, o n  t he l i nes 
r ev i ved in  t he I nd i ana J ones 
f i l ms .  T he re  is appar ent l y  
l i t t l e  f ac t ua l bas i s  for t h i s  
beyond a br i ef and i ng l or i ous 
t e rm  of  ser v i c e  on a pat r o l  
vesse l i n  t he Car i bbean i n  
Wor l d  War I I ,  whe r e  he 
apparent l y  managed to  she l l  
Mex i c o !  (One wonders  i f  he 
ever c ame i nt o  c ont act  w i t h  
I van T Sande r son t he For t e  an 
wr i t er  and, one sus pec t s , 
anot her  great  embe l l i sher of 
stor i es ,  who was a l so 
pat ro l l i ng  t hese wat e r s  at t he 
same t i me. ) 

When Hubbard  went  on to f ound 
O i anet i c s  t he o f f -hand pseudo­
sc i enc e and ha l f- d i gest ed 
oc c u l  t l sm of  t he o ld  f l l m 
ser i a l s  wer e  fa i t hfu l l y  repro­
duced in t he E-meters  w i t h  
wh i c h  t he ment a l  states o f  
devotees wer e  mon i t or ed. These 
reca l l ed t he ca r dboard and t i n 
death-ray  mac h i nes of t hese 
f i  l ms 1  and when he turned to 
se i ent o l ogy • s comp l ete  cosmo­
l ogy and memor i es of l i fe on 
ot her p l anets ,  t he resu l t s 
rec a l l ed t he wor l ds of F l as h  
Gordon and t he Emperor  M i ng. 
However .  t h i s  m ixture  seemed  
t o  appea l t o  a US pub l i c 
enj oy i n g  unpar a l l e l ed aff l u­
enc e but p l agued by i nsec u r ­
i t y. A pub l i c furt hermore 
i mpr essed by a t t empt s.  suc h as 
Ve l i k ovsk y '  s, t o  underwr i t e  
re l i g i on w i t h  vague l y  under ­
st ood s e  i enc e .  

F i na l l y ,  hav i ng bec ome wea l t hy  
he  used h is  money i n  best 
ser i a l -hero  st y l e  t o  buy an 
I nd i an Mahar aj a h ' s Sussex home 
and cru i se the wor l d  on h i s  
pr i vate  yac ht , apparen t l y  
sear c h i ng for  ext rater rest r i a l  
bases, bur i ed t rea sure and 
At l ant i s . 

The  desc r i pt i on g i ven of l l f e  
o n  t he Hubbar d vesse l ,  a s  i n  
T reb i tsc h  L i nc o l n ' s corlvlx.me, 
w i l l  be  fami l i a r  to  t hose w i t h  
any knowl edge o f  cu l t i s t 
behav i our (cur i ous l y  enough ,  
T r eb i t sc h  l i nc o l n  was at one 
t i me t ry i ng to r a i se money t o  
bu t a boat on  wh i c h  h e  and h i s  
d i sc i p l es mi ght c r u i se t he 
wor l d ) . However  t he desc d pt ­
i on o f  l i fe aboard  t he Hubbard  
yac ht is  en l i vened by an a i r  
o f  grotesque comedy ( i nd i sc i p­
l i ne was pun i shed by per pet­
rators  be i n g  thrown i nt o  
har bours ) r em i n i scent o f  t he 
Mar x  B rothers  f i l ms i n  wh i c h  
Gr ouc ho 1  a l t hough  supposed l y  a 
con-man, makes  no at tempt to  
i ngrat i at e  h i mse l f  w i t h  h i s  
v i c t i ms ,  but i nsu l t s  and 
humi l i ates  t hem. Certa i n l y  
t h i s  ep i sode i s  good ev i dence 
for  Peter  Rogerson ' s suggest ­
i on t hat t he mot i va t i on of  
cu l l  l eade rs  may not  s i mp l y  be  
a des i r e for  money o r  power 
but a fasc i na t i on to know how 
far it is poss i b l e  to  go 
before t he i r  d i sc i p l es revo l t .  

Among  t he fasc i nat i ng 
s i de l i ghts  pr ov i ded i n  t h i s  
book i s  t he fac t t ha t  i n  t he 
1 95 0 ' s Hubbar d was s i mu l t an­
eous l y  denounc i ng opponents of 
sc i en t o l ogy as commun i st s, 
wh i l st pr i vate l y  at tempt i ng to  



work  out sc hemes  to i n t e r es t  
c ommun i st gover nmen t s  i n  t he 
c u l t .  I t  seems he was t h e  r e a l  
aut hor of Text book of 
Psychopo l i t  i cs - a fo rge ry  
pur por t i n g  t o  b e  a Sov i et doc ­
ument o n  mi nd-con t r o l  , s t i l l  
hawk ed by t he u l t r a- r i ght i n  
Br i ta i n  and t he UK .  

T he b i ographer s  o f  L i nco l n  and 
Hub bard mak e ex tens i ve use of  
off i c i a l  f i l es t ha t  bemused 
po l i c eman and c i v i l servants  
prepa r ed on t he i r  subj ects ,  
and i n  t h i s  way  have  c l a r i f i ed 
muc h t ha t  t he t wo sought  t o  
concea l ,  e ven  t hough muc h 
rema i ns obscure  < Hubbard  i n  
part i cu l ar seems to  r i se f rom  
penur y t o  wea l t h  i n  a c hapter  
'lf i t h  l i t t l e  exp l anat i on ) .  B y  
cont rast  A l l i son and  Fa i r l y  
have g i ven u s  Pe r cy  Top l i ss as 
r eca l l ed by  e l de r l y  m i ners  and 
so l d i ers .  Va l ua b l e  and v i v i d  
a s  muc h  o f  t he r esu l t s  a re ,  
espec i a l l y  i n  t he p i c t u r e  o f  
t he hushed-up mut iny  a t  
E l a p l es ,  i t  i s  a p i t y  t ha t  i t  
i s  presented 'lf i  t hout  i ndex o r  
proper footno t i n g  ( s o  t hat  one 
c annot even f i nd out t he 
c i r cumst ances i n  wh i c h  t he 
photo  t hey r e pr oduc e  o f  
Top l i ss dressed as a of f i c er  
were  t ak en ) and one shou l d  not 
under est i mate  the  ex tent  to 
wh i c h  s i ncere  t est i mony can be  
t i d i ed up w i t h  t i me so t hat  
war t i me apoc r y pha l s to r i es 
bec ome estab l i shed fac t .  

What comes out o f  t h i s  t es t i m­
ony i s  a p i c tu re  of T op l i ss as  
a rare  examp l e  o f  a t went i et h  
century  l egenda r y  f i gu r e  whose 
t a l e  has been ma i nt a i ned  i n  
l i m i t ed commun i t i es w i t hout  
t he a i d  of  t he mass-med i a .  H i s  
exp l o i t s were  a proof  t ha t  
even i n  t he har shness o f  t he 
mi nes or on the  West e rn  F r ont  
i t  was none t he l ess  poss i b l e  
for t he i nd i v i dua l t o  b r eak 
t he syst em. l ron i c a l l y, t hough  
Top l i ss ' s dec e pt i ons never  
enc ompassed t he oc cu l t  mumbo­
j umbo o f  T r e b i t s ch  L i nco l n  or 
Hubbard, it is he,  not t hey ,  
who emer ges as a f i gu r e  w i t h  
t he myt h i c" st atus t he y  sought 
i n  v a i n .  Roger Stmde l l 

HOAGLAND , R i chard  C .  The 
Honument s of Hors; n c i ty on 
t he edge of fore ver. Nor t h  
At l an t i c  Books, 1 96 7 .  $ 1 4 . 95 .  

Dear S i r ,  I wonder i f  any  o f  
your readers  have  not  i ced t he 
r ema r ka b l e  resemb l ance  between 
t he so-c a l l ed ' F a ce  on Mar s '  
a n d  a n  art i f i c a l  s t ruc t u r ed 
obj ec t .  I haven ' t .  John Nimmer 

PENN I CK ,  Ni ge L .  L ost L ands and 
Sunken Ci t t es. for tean Tomes,  
1 968. £8 .  50 .  

N i ge l  Penn i c k  i s  For t eana ' s  
Rena i ssanc e  11an ,  'lf i  t h  a sc o pe 
of exper t i se  r an g i ng f r om t h e  
ear t h  myst e r i es of  med i eva l 
Germany to t he t ramways  o f  
Camb r i dge .  I n  t h i s, t he sec ond 
vo l ume f r om For t ean Tomes  (a  
c ons i derab l e  i mprovement t ec h-
n i c a l l y f r om t he f i r st 
r e l ease,  UFOs 1 90- / 981. t h e  
c omput e r  t ypese t t i n g  bugs 
a ppear t o  have been e l i m i na t ­
e d )  h e  l ook s a t  t he f o r c es 
wh i c h  have a l t ered t he c oast­
l i ne of  Br i t a i n, f rom preh i st ­
or i c  t i mes  t o  t h i s  century i  
f rom l egendary l ands t o  
h i st or i ca l  r ecord. 

T here  seems to be no coast a l  
county  wh i c h  has not  been 
affec t ed b y  i nnundat i on f r om 
t he sea,  l os i ng  i n  the  process 

houses ,  v i l l ages ,  even who l e  
c i t i es .  A l t hough some o f  t h i s  
w i t l b e  fami l i ar t o  most  
readers  - t he l os t  town of  
Dunw i c h  o f f  t he coast of  
Suf f o l k ,  semi - myt h i ca l  
Lyonesse - t he re  i s  a l so �ruch  
t ha t  w i l l  be  unfami l i a r .  
A l t hough a nat i ve o f  t he area ,  
l was unaware  of  t he h i st o r y  
o f  t h e  l and o f  Hea l s, Mer sey­
s i de ' s l os t  rea l �  

Bes i des cove r i ng t h e  B r i t i sh 
c oast a rea  by area ,  N i ge l  
Penn i c k  i s  a l so c a r efu l t o  put 
t hese s to r i es o f  f l ood and 
de l u ge i n t o  a b r oader h i st -
or i c a l  and myt h i c  context , _  
w i t h  c hapt ers  on At l an t i s  and 
de l u ge myt hs and man ' s 
r e l a t i onsh i p  t o  t he sea and 
i t s t e r r i b l e  power .  Lav i s h l y  
i l l u s t r a t ed  w i t h  con t emporary  
maps , pr i nt s  and  draw i ngs t h i s  
book shou l d  b e  o n  every  
11ogon ia r eader s  bookshe l f . JN 

The great fl oods in 11ommout hsh ire, 1601. 

KEEL ,  J ohn.  Oisneylond of the 
God� Amok P r ess,  1 988.  S8. 95 .  

Aga i n  we have t o  r e po r t  a 
sense of d i sappo i nt ment  on 
p i ck i ng up  the  l a test  offer i n g  
f r om o n e  o f  t he great ufo l og­
i c a l  gurus o f  our format i ve 
years. J o hn Kee l ,  whose 
Operot i on Trojan Horse formed, 
w i t h  Passport  To Hogon i a, t he 
t w i n  p i l l a r s  of the  ' new  
u fo l ogy ' , here  pr esent s  us 
w i t h  a war med-over pan of  
sc ouse. Some good mea ty  b i t s , 
i t ' s t rue ,  but by and l ar ge 
i t ' s a b i t t y ,  p i ck y  r ehash of  
a book . Kee l is  st l l l  t ro t t i n g  

out t he def unc t a n d  debunked 
t a l es t ha t  once set  t he b l ood 
rac i n g  when we r ead h i s  Oh i o  
Va l l ey Not e book i n  t he pages 
of dea r ,  dead FSR t wenty  yea rs  
a go .  Not h i n g  muc h  i n  t h i s book 
seems to be  l a t er t han t he 
ear l y  sevent i es :  t he wor l d  has 
moved on, l eav i n g  John Kee l i n  
a qua i n t  t i me war p. 

E l sewhere  i n  t h i s  i ssue of  
11ogon i a  Jac ques Va l t ee defends 
h i mse l f  aga i nst my somewhat 
s i m i l ar st r i c tu r es aga i nst h i s  
r ec ent book Oimensi ons., and 
some o f  h i s  po i nt s  are we l l  
t aken .  l t  · i s qu i t e  a wh i l e 
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s i nce any o f  Kee l ' s  book s have 
been i n . pr i n t .  Maybe  he has 
been i nvo l ved  in more  r ecent  
re sear c h  (we know  he r uns an  
act i ve fo r t ean group i n  New 
York ) ,  so per haps t h i s  is j ust 
.a t as ter  o f  bet t e r  t h i ngs to 
come . On t he other hand I 
observe t he a t t empt ed r e tu rn  
of  psyc he de l i a ,  and  I hear 
t hat f l ared  t r ouser s have been 
no ted in some o f  t he more  
out r e  venues a round t own . 
Per haps t h i s  book i s  ano the r  
har b i nger  of  t he l ong­
threa tened s i xt i es r ev i va l .  Oh 
dear .  John Rimmer 

GARDNER ,  Mar t  i n . The New Age; 
not es of a fringe wat cher. 
Pr omet heus Book s ,  1 988 .  

Large l y  compr i s i ng se l ec t i ons 
f rom t he aut hor ' s  c o l umn i n  
Skept i at l  Enqu irer, Mar t i n  
Gardner  t ak es a n  uncomprom i  s­
i n g l y  scept i c a l  l ook a t he 
who l e  gamu t  of par anorma l and 
' new age '  preoccupa t i ons .  
A l t hough  some o f  t he wr i t i n g  
wh i c h h a s  ar i sen f r om t he 
group of peo p l e  ga t hered 
around CS I C OP has shown much  
of t he c l  osed-m i  ndedness ass­
oc i a t ed w i t h  t he t op i c s  t hey 

· c r i t i c i se , Gar dner  has a l ways 
been prepared t o  tak e a W l der 
v i ew. Here ,  f or examp l e , he 
attac ks  t he non-sc i ent i f i c 
bas i s  of �ruc h of psyc hoana l y­
s i s  w i t h  a we l l - t a r ge t ed 
a t tac k  on F r eud and h i s  work­
i ng re l at i onsh i p  w i t h  F l e i ss ,  
t he or i g i na t or o f  b i or hyt hms. 

l t  is a l ways d i f f i cu l t  for t he 
scept i c  t o  j udge wha t  l i ne t o  
t a ke  on  suc h o bv i ous nonsense 
as t he ' fac e '  on Mar s  or c han­
ne l i ng ( wh i c h  must be t he 
l az i est par anor ma l  scan yet ,  
you don ' t even have t o  do any 
s i mp l e  conj o r i n g  t r i ck s  or 
pr ac t i c e  t a l k i n g  in funny 
vo i c es ) .  T o  go on a t  t oo muc h 
l engt h r i sk s  accusat i ons of 
pedant r y  and tak i ng a s l edge­
hammer to  c ra c k  a nut .  To 
i gnor e it r i s ks  a l l egat i ons  
t hat  " sc i ent i st s  have no 
answers " . Here Gar dner  takes  
the  r i sk of  pedant r y ,  by  
eas i l y  avo i ds it  by  t he 
l i ve l i ness and humour o f  h i s  
wr i t i ng. H i s  ex t ended r ev i ew 
of S h i r l ey Macla i ne ' s numerous 
aut o b i agr aph i c a l  exper i ences 
of c hanne l i n g  a re  h i l ar i ous 
(Sh i r l ,  it  a ppears ,  is now 
t h reat en i n g  P r ome t heus w i t h  a 
l i b e l  su i t  over  ano t her book ,  
no t by  Gar dner . wh i c h  t hey 
recent l y  pub l i shed ) .  A l t hough  
I suspec t  t ha t  some of  our  
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readers  w i l l  d i sagree v i o l en t ­
l y  wi t h  some of Gardner ' s  
v i ews i t  i s  st i l l  of va l ue 
that t hey  shou ld read t h i s  
book , i f  on l y  t o  prac t i ce 
t he i r  own c r i t i c a l  facu l t i e s  
o n  some of  t he aut hor ' s  
genera l i sat i ons.  John Nimmer 

RANK I N, Rober t .  The Sprout s of 
Yrat h. Abacus,  1 988. £3. 99 .  

Our e l us i ve c or respond i ng 
ed i t or Robert Rank i n  has at 
l ast produced t he l ong-awa i t ed 
fourt h part of h i s  [hr i l l i n g  
Brent ford Tr i l ogy.  I t  was 'fle l l  
wor t h  the 'fla i l . Robert  
Rank i n ' s books  have been 
desc r i bed as ' A l ast a i r  Crowl ey 
meets M i nder ' ,  as l o'fl- l i f e  
Brent ford, per son i f i ed b y  
t hose l egendary  pat rons of  t he 
F l y i n g  S'flan,  Poo l ey and 
Oma l l ey ,  meet s  t he forces of 
darkness and ev i l  person i f i ed 
by a l most everyt h i ng e l se ,  
a i ded on l y  by t he i nf i n i t e 
w i sdom of t he great  and good 
Professor S l oc ombe and t he 
power fu l  p i nts  of lar ge ser ved 
up  by t he nob l e  Nev i l l e . T he 
usua l cast of B r enton i an 
wor t h i es i s  here  augment ed b y  
suc h stout c ha rac te rs  as  O ld  
Sande l i ,  B ren t f or d ' s a l manac­
maker , the monosy l l ab i c  P . C .  
John  Harney, sta l wart  of  t he 
Het . . and t he l egendary  Ab l e  
John R i mmer ,  h i s tor i c a l  owner  
o f  a l l B rent ford. Obv i ous l y  a 
book for every Magon i an.  JR 

KLASS, Ph i l i p  J .  UFO 
Abduct i ons; a dangerous gBme. 
Promet heus Books.  

In t he course of h i s  book , 
P h i l i p  K l ass quot es f rom Budd 
Hopk ins  Int ruder� • T hese 
fe l l ow human be i ngs who have 
endured suc h  pr ofound l y  unset-
t l i ng,  unfat homab l e  t ru l y  
a l i en exper i ences . . .  are i n  
every  sanse o f  t he word, 
v i c t ims .  n 

" I ndeed t hey  are , " K l ass  
agrees,  add i ng ,  • but  needl ess­
Ly so. • To  put us in t he 
p L c ture  he t ak es us r ap i d l y  
through  the h i st o r y  of  UFO 
r epor ts ,  star t i ng  'fl i  th t he 
H i l l  case t hen v i a  t he Pasca­
gou l a  and Wa l ton c ases.  K l ass 
has e l sewher e  demonstrated 
t hat there are  ser i ous grounds 
for not t ak i ng any of  t hem at 
face  va l ue .  

Most  of  h is  present book  i s  
t he r fo re  d i r ec t ed at  t he 
present ou t b reak , best known 

Ph i l i p J .  K l ass: "/ am hoppy to endorse e very word he wri t es •  

t o  the pu b l i c t hrough Hopk i ns '  
and St r i eber ' s book s.  St r i eb­
er ' s  stor y s tands or  f a l l s by  
h i s  persona l c r e d i b i l i t y . 
K l ass has l i t t l e  d i ff i cu l t y  i n  
show i ng from St r i eber ' s  own 
'fiords how l i t t l e  c red i b i l i t y  
we can g i ve a ma n  who b y  h i s  
own admL ss i on has not on l y  
t o l d  l i es, bu t t o l d  t hem 
pub l i c l y ,  on many oc c as i ons i n  
l he pas t .  T h i s  exh i b i t i on i st 
compu l s i on bo th  t o  l i e and to  
ttdmi t l y i ng wou l d  i t se l f  b e  
suf f i c i ent  t o  make us  quest i on 
bot h h i s  s tory  and t he c i t ed 
test i mony o f  an expe r t  psyc h­
i at r i s t :  u I see no e v i dence of  
an anx i ety  state ,  m ind  d i sord­
er or per sona l i t y  d i sorder " .  
K l ass prov i des many ot her 
i nstances  wh i c h  make  i t  
e v i dent t o  h im  - as i t  must  do 
to any open-mi nded reader o f  
Commun i on - that St r i e ber  i s  a 
c onfused and unst a b l e  person,  
whose story it  wou l d  be  a bsurd 
t o  take  at fac e va l ue .  

What about  Hopk i ns? Af ter  
approv i ng my assessment o f  t h e  
abduc t ees  a t  t he 1 98 7  Was h i ng­
ton Confer ence as be i ng sub-
consc i ous l y  mo t i va t ed by 
psy c ho l og i c a l  need, K l ass 
reasona b l y  reproaches me for 
not go i ng on lo c ons i de r  " t he 
poss i b l e ' psyc ho l og i c a l  needs' 
o f  abdu c t  i om s t s  l i k e  H opk i ns 
and Jacobs.  who seem t o  r ev e l 
i n  t he d i scovery  of new 
' v i c t i ms . ' "  He f i nds no d i f­
f i cu l ty i n  f i nd i ng i nnume r a b l e  
i nstanc es i n  Hopk i ns u t  t eran­
c es and wr i t i n gs o f  t endent ­
i ous c onduc t ,  whet her  i t  be i n  
t he use h e  mak es o f  h i s  w i t ­
nesses ' t es t i mony or t he way 
he i nter pr et s  t he r esu l t s  o f  
h i s  i nvest i gat i ons, or  t he way 
h i s  hand l es t he w i tness h i m/ 
herse l f  - i n  par t i c u l ar t he 

' buddy' system wh i c h  Hopk i ns 
be l i eves g i ves t he w i t ness 
muc h-needed emot i ona l suppor t ,  
but wh i c h  K l ass sees a s  more  
l i k e l y  t o  cause t he wi tness t o  
emb r o i der  and hype up  h i s / he r  
story . H i s  c onc l us i ons i s  t ha t  
Hopk l ns, Jac obs and  t he i r  k i nd 
are themse l ves spread i ng t h e  
e p i demi c t hey  profess t o  be  
t r eat ing :  " I n my  op i n i on,  t ha t  
f ea r  and  unc er ta i n t y  i s  t he 
comp l et e l y  unnec essar y  procuc t 
of Hopk i ns own UFO fantas i es 
wh i c h  he unwi t t i ng l y  i mp l an t s  
i n  h i s  sub j ec t s '  m i nds. '' 

K l ass i s  concerned too  about 
t he unc r i t i c a l  recept i on g i ven  
t o  Hopk i ns '  wor k  by u fo l og­
i st s, nota b l y  by  Jacobs ,  who  
from be i ng a r espec ted  h i s t o r ­
i an of t he U F O  phenomenon has 
become H c aught  up i n  t he 
exc i t ement of h i s  new, ac t i ve  
ro le  as an ' abduc t i on i st .  ' w  I n  
con t rast K l ass c h i des Amer i c an 
ufo l og i s t s  for  d i smi ss i n g  c on­
temptuous l y  t he work of  A l v i n  
Lawson, whose ' i ma g i nary  con t ­
act ee '  exper i ment h e  r i ght l y  
sees a s  o f  t he great est  i mpor­
t ance  for  our  understand i n g  o f  
t he abduc t i on phenomenon.  

K l ass ' s a b i l i t y  t o  d i st i ngu i sh 
t he under l y i n9 cu r rents  o f  
persona l behav L our  i s  furt he r  
d i s p l ayed i n  t he af fec t i onate  
r espect he accords t o  Leo  
Spr i nk l e , w ho  hos ts  annua l 
contactee  conferences at h i s  
Un i vers i t y  o f  Wyom i ng at  
laram ie .  Wh i l e he i s  far  f r om 
shar i n g  Spr i nk l es '  v i ews, he 
not es w i t h  amusement t ha t :  

1 • • •  t he ufonauts  who a l l eged l y  
abduc t  I Spr i nk l e '  s J  sub j ec t s  
a r e  a mu c h  mor e  ben i gn breed 
t ha t  doesn ' t engage  i n  t he 
sort of t er r i b l e phys i c a l  
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i nd i gn i t i e s  Hopk i ns r e por t s  
. .  . I s  i s  poss i b l e  t hat two 
bas i ca l l y  d i f fer ent types of  
ufonauts are  v i s i t i n g  earth  -
a warm, gent l e  type whose v i c­
t i ms l ater  seek out Spr i nk l e , 
and a more  c rue l b reed 'flhose 
v i c t i ms seek c ounse l f rom 
Hopk i ns . . .  ? Or i s  i t  poss i b l e  
t ha t  t he c ha r a c t er o f  t he 
a l l eged exper i enc e . . .  r e f l ec t s  
not on l y  t he persona l UFO 
be l i efs  o f  t he a bduc t i on i st . . .  
but a l so some e l ements  of h i s  
persona l i t y  a s  we l l ?"  

K l ass adm i t s  " t h i s  i s  pure  
spec u l at i on " ,  but I have  no 
doub t  t ha t  he  is r i gh t .  I have 
att ended one o f  Spr i nk l e ' s 
Roc k y  Mount a i n  Confer enc es,  
and found h i m  a de l i gh t fu l  and 
sympat het i c  person,  whose 
suppo r t  is e v i dent l y  of  great  
va l ue t o  h i s  a bduc t ee de l eg­
ates ,  whet he r  or  not t hey  
t ru l y  underwent  t he exper i en­
ces t hey r epor t .  But then, i f  
Spr i nk l e  i s  a b e l i ever ,  he i s  
a l so a profess i ona l l y  t r a i ned 
psyc ho l og i st and c ounse l l or .  

Hopk i ns professes a s i ncere  
conc ern  for  h i s  subj ec ts . But 
it is K l ass  whose concern i s  
mo r e  r ea l i s t i c a l l y  founded. He 
quo tes Hopk i n s  as say i ng he 
has never f ound det a i l s  in any 
abduc t i on r e po r t  t o  i nd i ca te  
the  ufonauts a r e  ma l evo l ent , 
and corrment s :  cc I can conce i ve 
of no more  ma l evo l ent act t han 
remov i n g  a f l esh  samp l e  from a 
young c h i l d  t ha t  'flou l d  l eave a 
l i fe- l ong scar ,  i mpr egnat i ng a 
1 3-year-o l d  , or remov ing  a 
woman ' s unbor n  c h i l d. K 

T h i s  i s  a concerned book , but  
i t  i s  at t he same t i me a 
c a l m l y  reasoned st udy: eve r y  
c one  l us i on i s  f ounded, n o t  on 
any o pr i or i  i deas  t hat K l ass 
h i mse l f  may ho l d, but on what 
t he abduc t ees  and abduc l i on­
i s t s  have ac t ua l l y  sa i d, 
wr i t  t en and done .  K l ass has a 
r i ght  to be angr y at what 
Hopk i ns ,  J ac obs  and Co.  are 
do i ng to  t he i r  w i tnesses, but  
I found not a s i n g l e  i nstance 
of  unf a i rness o r  exaggerat i on 
i n  h i s  book ,  and I am happy 
bot h to endorse  every word  he 
wr i t es and t o  r ecommend i t  as 
requ i r ed r ea d i ng ,  not on l y  for 
eve r yone i nv o l ved in t r y i ng to 
under stand t he UFO phenomenon, 
but for ever yone who seek s to 
understand why peo p l e  behave 
t he way t hey do.  Hi iary [vans. 
Repr int ed wi t h  permission, 
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