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MR ANGRY OF MORTLAKE WRITES • • .  
Our Br it ish readers may be 
puzzled q.s to why t h is issue 
o f  Magonia follows hot on t he 
heels. of number 31, which t hey 
had to wait nearly six mon t hs 
for: "Typical inef f iciency, i f  
t h e  edit ors spent more t ime 
producing the magazine, and 
less t im e  in the sleazy drink­
ing dens of Richmond upon 
Thames, we might get a bet t er 
service . . .  " 

The t ru t h  however is more 
s t range, indeed inexplicable.  
Although the magaz ines were 
pos ted on November 9th,  for 
t wo and a half months all  
t hose dest ined for UK readers 
lay t rapped in a myst ery t im e­
warp in Mort lake Post Of f ice 
<or t he Sout h  West Dis t r ict  

O f f ice) where they remained 
unseen and undet ect ed by crack 
invest igat ors from the Pos t 
Office's amus ingly named 
'Cust omer Care '  depar t men t .  

Wh ilst readers wait ed, s leep­
less, torment ed, for Mick 
Goss 's reve lat ions about E lv is 
Pres ley and Manfred Cassirer ' s  
Sunday Sport-st y le sex sensat ­
ion, their Magonias spun end­
less ly in some V ile Vorfex.  

I sent off t o  Emjay (12?) to 
have t hem reprin t ed. By the end 
of January the GPO's  baf fled 
super- s leut hs report ed they 
could find no t race,·  and if I 
though I was going to get any 
compensat ion, you must be 
joking, chum. 

Then suddenly, in t he myst er­
ious way t hese t h ings happen, 
the space- t ime vor t ex imploded, 
the Magonias were released 
from their paranormal impris­
onment , and began dropp ing 
through the letterboxes of our 
dear readers. By some st range 
anomaly they all bore a Jan. 
2 4-t.h pos t mark. Of course, t h is 
happened just a ft er Emjay had 
complet ed t he reprint . 

So there you have it: strange 
but t rue. Did Magonia vanish 
into a Black Ho le? Was the 
space- t im e  cont inuum in 
Mort lake distort ed by the 
occult in fluence o f  Dr  Dee? Or 
did they fall in to the clut ches 
of that lovable cart oon charac­
ter, Post man Plod t he Miserable 
Sod? 

I think we should be told. But 
I doubt we will. 
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r·P-EffR·····n·o·oiR·s·orf;··s··! I HDRTHERH ECHOES I ..................................................................... 
Peter Rogerson is unoble to contribute 
his regulor 'Northern Echoes' colunn for 
this t ssue, so in lieu of book reviews 
elsewhere in Hogoni� we include here his 
comments on o recent publication. 

This is a profoundly old-fashioned 
book* on which one must exercise 
effort to realise that it is written 
in 1988. This is not so much because 
of the author's vi tal ist yearnings, 
but because of his espousal of a 
naive form of unilinear progres-
sivism, in which the universe 
'evolves' from quarks, through 
atoms, molecules, unicelluar organ-
isms, invertebrates, vertebrates, 
mammals, primates, hominids, 
savages, barbarians, onward and 
upward to Mr Sheldrake himself, who 
as a member of the white, AngLo­
Saxon intelligentsia, is the very 
pinnacle of earthly evolution. In 
contradistinction to this, neo­
Darwinians argue that it does not 
make sense to argue that Sheldrake 
is 'more evolved' than a warthog or 
tiger: all three are fitted to their 
environment. 

It is obvious that Sheldrake's habit 
theory - that laws of nature (and of 
society> are not· fixed, but which 
are habits which have evolved over 
time is part of the general 
Whiggish view. The Morphic Resonance 
<11R} view allows for change, but 
sLow, gradual change. Furl her more 
all really new things are to be seen 
as improvements on the past. Evid­
ence to the contrary is the result 
of atavism, a throwback to earlier 
barbaric times, as a result of the 
continued influence of the morphic 
fields of entities/species/social 
orders now exinct <how else can one 
explain Norman Tebbit)[Who he? Ed.J. 

In the environmental/heredity debate 
MR clearly lies closer to the 
hereditarian position, in that 
people (and other manvnals) are not 
seen as prisoners of unchanging 
selfish genes, but are seen as 
influenced less by personal intel­
lectual activity than by trans­
personal unconscious fields, forces 
and zeitgeist. Thus if a new 
termite-catching technique is estab­
lished in a chimp population, it can 
spread without each chimp personally 
learning it from one who has already 
mastered the technique. 

MR presupposes a collectivist rather 
than an individualistic view of 
society, but this is not the 
rational collectivism of the con­
sciously established co-operative 
coiTVOOnwealth, but the collectivism 
of Burkean or Catholic corporate 
conservatism of Sal azar or DoL fuss. 
Nations and tribes, Sheldrake 
assures us, have their own morph i c 
fields, though he admits that this 
idea was given a bad press by a 
certain Austrian corporal. 

Closely associated with the theory 
of MR is that of extra-cerebral 
memory. Quoting a group of now 
elderly dualists he tries to reject 
the idea that memory is dependent on 
the brain. Anyone who has seen, as l 
havel the results of Alzheimer's 
Disease, is going to need a lot of 
convincing on this score, and 
references to lan Stevenson are not 
enough. Indeed if one accepts the 
theoretical possibilities of ESP and 
PK Sheldrake's theory becomes 
dramatically testable. Maybe chimps 
can Learn termite catching by ESP 
and experimenters can influence 
crystal growing by PK. For agnostics 
on that score the possibilities of 
more 'normal' influences, such as 
increased self-confidence when it is 
known a task has been done, must be 
considered. 

Sheldrake has become something of a 
'green' guru in the last couple of 
years, his transcendentalist anti­
materialism suggesting that he 
implicitly accepl.s the Cartesian 
desacralisation of matter. Despite 
his protestations to the contrary 
his unilinear evolutionism by which 
different species clearly do not 
have equal value suggests points of 
view far removed from green thought. 
His is the anti-intellectual, anti-
physical, anti-individualist and 
anti-revolutionary Vlslon of a 
nineteenth-century t rancendenta list 
reactionary. Presence of the Past is 
not a blinding intellectual break­
throu.gh, it is empirical evidence 
for morphic atavism. DID 

•SHELDRAKE, Rupert. The Presence of 
the P<1st. Collins, 1988. £15.00 
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As claims about th� reality of 
alien abductions multiply, the 
assertion is increasingly heard 
that psychology offers little 
or no insighf- into how such 
experiences could occur if they 
are unreaL Abductees are 
normal people. Tests prove it. 
How, then, could normal people 
make such impossible claims as 
those found in abduct ion 
narratives and not be right? If 
this assertion is true, the 
theatre version of the UFO 
phenomenon is in jeopardy. To 
the extent that the UFO phen­
omenon is a genre of theatre 
and an expression of the human 
imagination, it must be amen­
able to psychological study. 
Clearly this is a paradox that 
needs to be addressed. 

Drama is q uin t essen t ially 
invo lved with con f lict ,  the 
exercise o f  power.  Aliens and 
t he ir magical t echnology repre­
sent an e lementar y  e x t reme in 
t he spect r um of power relat­
ionships seen in t heat re. The 
vitality of t he UFO myt hos lies 
precisely in its abilit y t o  
provoke f ear and desire over 
the power symbolised in the 
role o f  t he alien . S t ud ies of 
UFO be lie f repeat edly imp licat e 
the frustrat ion o f  t he w il l  to  
power. 1 

The clearest  evidence for this 
fact is S t ephen P. Resta's 
st udy which found st rength of 
UFO be lief is well correlat ed 
wit h ext ernalit y,  a generalised 
at t it ude t hat one has lit t le 
con t rol over one ' s  life.2 The 
signif icant correlat ion bet ween 
UFO be lie f and belief in 
wit ches, necromancy, and ghost s  
doubt less derives from t h is 
general sense o f  powerless­
ness.3 Wit chcraf t  in some form 
is found in all societ ies and 
pract ised mos t  avidly by t hose 
lacking, but desir ing,  power. A 
subt le socio logical dat um worth 
not ing is Donald Warren 's  
Gallup poll  analys is which 
found elevat ed levels of UFO 
belie f among individuals who 
failed to ach ieve the economic 
level of status t hat their 
educat ion would lead socie t y  
t o  expect .4 

UFO report s themse lves give 
amp le tes t imony to t he pre­
dominance o f  power lessness as 
a shap in g  fact or o f  UFO exper-

, iences. The dominant emot ion in 
report s  is fear. I f  UFOs repre­
sent a symbol of wholeness, as 
Jung ians claim, t h is is 
assuredly a count erin t uit ive 
finding . We should see serenity 
and ful filmen t .  UFOs, in the 

great major it y of cases,  behave I like agen t s  of chaos.  Veh icles 
lose power. W itn esses are 
paralysed. Life is disrupt ed. 
Ent ropy reigns. Abduct ion is so 
nat ural an ext ens ion o f  t h e  
core o f  UFO belief ,  t he mys t ery 
is not t hat it appeared, but 
why it t ook so long as it  did 
to  be accepted. 

Even a person t ot ally naive in 
psycho log ical analys is should 
be able to sat is fy himself t hat 
the overarch ing t heme o f  
abduct ion narrat ives i s  power­
lessness. This is man ifest not 
in the mere sense o f  cap t ure 
and invo luntary scrut iny, but 
in the ext raord inary variet y  of 
dramat ic int rus ions imposed on 
the abduct ee. 

Among the accoun t s  in the 
lit erat ure one will f ind pain 
in f lict ed in many dif ferent 
par t s  o f  the body includ ing 
the head, the neck, t he ches t ,  
the st omach, t he back, and the 
navel. Need les, absurdly big at 
t imes,  are used t o  penet rat e a· 
var ie t y  o f  poin t s  including t h e;.. 
nose, t he arm, t h e  navel, an 
eye socket with the eye 
removed, and w ires have been 
insert ed in one man's penis and 
anus. Organs have been removed '"' 
and replaced. Somet imes the­
body is complet ely r ipped apart ... 
and put back t ogether. One· � 
abduct ee had her eye s craped � 
with a knife .  Some people have � 

their limbs pulled sharply, 
their hair pulled, even t heir 
head pulled and squeezed by 
aliens. Abduct ees are subjec t ed 
t o  rape, cast rat ion, impregnat -
ion, abort ion, chol<ing, 
drowning, free z ing,  bleeding 
profus ely, t emporary blinding,  
hand cramps , being s t r ipped,  
hav ing their brain s  s crambled, 
and being confron t ed with 
their personal phobia. 

Abduct ees have a ls o  report ed 
sensat ions of weakness, of 
hurt ling or t umbling t hrough 
space, of spinn ing,  o f  being 
st uck, of be ing bur ied alive, 
and,  once,  of crashing to the 
ground with a saucer.  Though 
there is no reason to 5e 
discerned in s uch a pat t ern, 
t here is clear ly a rhyme with 
the theme being un folded. 

I t  should be no s urprise t hat 
int ense express ions of power­
lessness are not unique t o  ET 
set t ings. Fict ive pas t life 
regress ions are commonly qui t e  
dramat ic.5 I n  some indiv iduals 
dayt ime st ream- o f- consc ious­
ness fantasies can take on 
embarrass ingly v iv id facets 



4 
t hat provoke fear. 6 

A lvin Lawson precedes me in 
noting the striking correspond­
ence bet ween bad LSD t r ips and 
abduct ion experiences in t erms 
not only of emot ive engage­
men t ,  but of bizarre soma t ic 
threat s such as umbilical pain 
be ing a common narrat ive s ub­
p lo t .  Far and away t he most 
useful observat ion, however ,  is 
t hat night mares provide the 
ideal mode l  to  map abdu ction 
experiences . Night mares over­
whe lmingly involve power­
lessness. They commonly re f lect 
certain basic fears of 
childhood: fear of comple t e ly 
dissolving or being dest royed; 
fear of mut ilat ion, cas t rat ion, 
loss of body par t s; fear of 
iso lat ion and abandonmen t ;  fear 
of loss of sust enance and love; 
and an inabilit y to cont ro l  t he 
body. They are int ensely 
rendered dramas which u t ilis e  
n um erous mot ifs fami liar among 
abduct ion s t ories: chase,  
capt ure, t ort ure, imm inent 

·catas t rophe, wild kin et ic 
sensat ions, and eerie back­
ground scenes. Regardin g  the 
las t , it is especia lly damnin g  
h o w  fog frequent ly f inds its 
way into abduct ion t a les, t h is 
belng a form o f  art istic 
license u t ilised in dozens of 
SF movies and programmes and 
possessing a lineage s t ret ching 
back to Lovecra ft and probably 
beyond. 

The phenomenon of an in t ro­
ductory eerie s i lenc e  just 
prior to encount er ing aliens, a 
commonplace not ed by Raymond 
Fowler,  sim ilarly has a l ineage 
t ha t  dat es back at lea s t  to 1i. 
G. W ells and The War of the 
Worlds. As Colin Greenland 
m ight say, everyone s ubconsci­
ous ly recognises such t h ing s  
as a n  Ind icat ion of Monst ers. 7 

It follows t hat  abduct ionolo-
�ist s '  appreciat ion of the 
emot ional aut hent ici t y '  and 

val idity of abduct ee writ ings 
should not lead us t o  leap t o  
t he conclusion t hat s uch ac­
count s  are mat er ia l ly a u t hent ic 
and valid. The unconscious can 
and does invest f ic t ions with 
e xpressions of pass ion. 

It seems logical at t his point 
t o  ask if  t he psychology of 
n ight mares can t hrow any light 
on what is happening in a llen 
abduc t ion experiences . While 
not all the puzzles of 
n ight mares have been solved, 
psychology has recen t ly made 
s ignif ican t st rides in under­
s t and ing why some peop le 
deve lop them and o thers do 

not . In. · · build ing a pro f ile o f  
night mare su frerers Ernest 
Hart mann developed a concept­
ual mode l t ermed boundary 
t heory which expands on a set 
of proposit ions about bound­
aries in the min d  formula t ed 
by a handful of earlier 
psychoanalyt ic theoris t s. I t  is 
from Har t mann ' s  s t udy The 
Nightmare t hat we will develog> 
t he blueprin t  of our argumen t .  

Nightmares provide the 
ideal model to map 

abduction experiences. 
Nightmares overwhelmingly 

involve powerlessness 

Boundary t heory beg ins with 
the axiom that as the m ind 
matures, it categor ises experi­
ences. It walls o f f  certain 
sets to be dis t inct from other 
sets.  Boundaries become set  up 
bet ween what is self and what 
is non-self ,  bet ween s leep and 
waking exper iences, betwe en 
fant asy and reali t y, pass ion 
and reason, ego and id, mascul­
ine and feminine, and a large 
host of ot her experiential cat­
egories. This drive to categor­
ise is subject to nat ural 
variation. The determinants of 
the strength of that dr ive 

appear to be biochem ical and 
genet ic and probably have no 
environmental componen t such 
as t rauma. When the dr ive is 
weak the boundaries between 
cat egories are thinner, more 
permeable or more fluid. When 
the boundaries become abnor­
mally thin one sees psycho­
pathologies like schizophrenia. 
Hartmann discovered individuals 
who su f fer from night mares 
have thin boundaries. From this 
cen t ral mental characteristic 
one can derive a large 
constellation of traits that 
set these people apart from 
the general population . 

From earliest childhood, people 
with thin boundaries are 
perceived as· 'different'. They 
are regarded as more sensitive 
than their peers. Thin 
character armour causes them 
to be more fragile and easily 
hurt. They are easily empathic, 
but dive into relationships t oo 
deep ly t oo quickly. Rec ipien ts 
o f  t he ir af fect ion will  regard 
them as uncomfortably close 
and clinging and they are thus 
frequently reject ed. Experience 
with their vulnerability 
t eaches them to be wary of 
entering in to relationships 
�-vith ofhers. Adolescence tends 
to be stormy and difficult. 
Adult relationships - whether 
sexual, marital or friendships 

also tend to be unsettled 
and variable. A s light tendency 
to  paranoia is common. One­
t hird w ill have contemplat ed or 
at t empt ed suicide. 

Exper imentat ion with drugs 
tends to yield bad t rips and is 
quickly abandoned. They are 
unusually alert to lights, 
sounds and sensat ions. They 
t end t o  have f lu id sexual 
ident it ies. Bisexuals are over­
represen t ed in t he night mare 
s u f f erers ' populat ion and it is 
rare t o  find manly men or 
womanly women in it . Macho 
p igs apparent ly do not have 
n ight mares . They are not rule 
followers. Either t hey reject 
societ y  or societ y  rejects 
them.  They are rebels and 
out s iders. There is a striking 
t endency for these people to 
f in d  their way into f ie lds 
involving art is t ic self­
expression ; mus icians, poet s, 
writ ers,  art t eachers, e t c. 
Some develop their empathic 
t endenc ies and become 
therapists. Ordinary blue or 
wh i t e  collar jobs are rare. 

Hart mann believes t he predom­
inance of art ists results from 
the fact that thin boundaries 



allow them t o  experience t he 
world more direct ly and 
pain fully t han others. The 
abilit y to experience t h e ir 
inner life in a very d irec t  
fash ion con t r ibut es t o  t h e  
authen t icit y of their creat­
ions . They become los t in 
daydream ing quite easily and 
are even experience daymares -
a phenomenon people with t h ick 
boundaries won ' t  even rea lise 
exis t s. This t rait of 
imagina t ive absorpt ion shou ld 
also make n ight mare sufferers 
good hypnot ic subject s . 9  
Boundary de f icits a ls o  
con t r ibut e  t o  fluid memor ies 
and a fluid t ime sense. 

To be cons idered a cand idat e  
for the hypothesis that one is 
a vict im of alien abduct ion a 
person must present cer t a in  
symptoms. Among the factors 
which are looi<ed for are 
conscious memories of an 
abduct ion, revealing n ight -
mares, missing t ime,  forgott en 
scars, or dramat ic react ions t o  
see m ingly t r ivia l  st imuli l ike 
d is t an t  noct urnal light s. The 
last four factors act as 
screening devices t o  y ield a 
population of boundary deficit 
ind ividua ls. This is bla t an t  in 
the case of people whose 
candidacy is based on nigh t ­
mares of a liens. It i s  subt ler 
L'l the ot her symptoms. 

People who have t h in bound­
aries in t h e ir t ime sense 
virt ually by defin it ion w ill 
experience e pisodes of m issing 
t ime.  People with fluid 
memories cou ld eas ily los e  
t rack o f  the event that led t o  
t h e  creat ion o f  a scar. People 
with weak ego- id boundaries 
and a sense of powerlessness 
probably would over-react t o  
dis t ant inexp licable lights as 
symbols of power. The s e  
cand idates,  in t urn, are 
subject to f urther screening by 
their performance under hypno­
s is. The t hicker the boundary ,  
t h e  less likely i t  i s  that a 
convincing narrat ive w ill 
emerge or be accept ed as 
emot ionally valid. We would 
predict the final populat ion of 
abduct ion c la imants would be 
biased in favour of a h�h 
proport ion of boundary- defici t  
personalit ies. 

The evidence that abduct ees 
have boundary-deficit persona l­
it ies is, if not def in it ive,  
reasonably convincing. The 
poin t s  of correspondence 
bet ween abduct ees and night 
mare suf ferers are several and 
consistent. 

Ufology regards t he S la t er 
psycholog ical s t udy of n ine 
abduct ees as an experiment urn 
crucis for the view t hat  
abduct ees are vict ims of real 
ext raterrest rial in t rusions. It  
af firmed not only the normalit y 
o f  abduc t ees, but of fered a 
h int of t raumat isa t ion in the 
f ind ing that abduct ees showed 
a t endency to d isplay d is t rust 
and in t erpersona l caut ion. It 
is t ime t o  rem ind everyone,  
however, of what S lat er's full 
results were repor t ed t o  be. 
S la t er found abduct ees had 
r ich inner lives ; a relat ive ly 
weak sense of iden t it y, 
par t icu lar ly a weak sexual 
ident ity;  vulnerabilit y;  and an 
a lertness charact e r ist ic of 
both percept ual soph is t icat ion 
and int erpersonal caut ion. 1 0 

A l l  . four of these traits are 
charact erist ic of boundary-
de f ic it minds.  Clearly t he 
abduct ion- realit y hypothes is 
is,  in t h is inst ance, unpars im­
onious. It fails to explain t he 
presence of r ich inner lives,  
weak iden t it ies,  and vuln er­
ability. <I reject S la t er ' s  
post-hoc at t empt to account 
for the weak sexual ident ity 
via ch ildhood t rauma induced 
by involun tary surgical 
penet rat ions as undocument ed,  
and just plain weird. ) It  
should not be overlooked that 
S la t er volunt eered the opin ion 
that her t est  subjec t s  did not 
r epresent an ord inary cross­
sect ion of t he popu lat ion. She 
found some were 'downright 
eccent ric or odd' and that the 
group as a whole was ' very 
ais t inct  i ve ,  unusual, and 
int eres t ing '. 1 1 

This n icely parallels Hart ­
rnann's  observat ion that 
boundary-deficit personalit ies 
are perceived as 'different '  
from 'normal '  people. S la t e r ' s  
s t udy does indeed seem to b e  
a n  experimen t um crucis,  b u t  
t he conclusion it poin t s  toward 
is perfect ly oppos i t e  from 
what ufologist s  have been 
assum ing. 

The boundary-deficit hypothes is 
evident ly can a lso be invoked 
t o- expla in the unusual propor­
t ion of art ist - t ype ind ividuals 
t hat I d iscovered in t es t in g  
Rimmer 's hypothes is . Roughly 
one- third of abduct ees showed 
ev idence of art is t ic self­
express ion in their backgrounds 
in my sample populat ion, as 
you may reca ll. Hart mann ' s  
st udy would also lead u s  t o  
expect a n  unusua l number of 
psyc�otherapists among abduc-

5 
t ees.  In a recent paper, B udd 
Hopkins report ed that  in a 
populat ion of 180 probable 
abduct ees he found many men t a l  
health profess ionals : t wo 
psych iat ris t s ,  t hree PhD psych-
ologis ts and an uns t a t ed 
number of psychotherapis t s  
w i t h  Master 's  degrees. 12 

It would obvious ly be child's  
play to p ick and choose 
isolat ed bits of confirmin g  or 
discordant biographical in for­
mat ion from the abduc t ee 
lit erat ure and argue about t h e  
f it of Hartman n ' s  boundary­
deficit profile to var ious 
individual cases. It wou ld be a 
pleasant divers ion , but would 
ult ima t e ly not prove much one 
way or the other g iven the 
scanty nat ure of background 
in forma t ion in a lmost all  
abduct ion narrat ives. I exempt 
Wh it ley Striebe r ' s  autobio­
graphy from d ismissal,  however, 
for it is both det ailed and 
h igh ly revealing. 

St r ieber 's experiences resound 
with emot ions of powerlessness.  
He speaks eloquen t ly of the 
despair, extreme dread, crazed 
t error and panic ins p ired by 
h is experience. The inc ident 
with the faeca l probe is 
recogn isably a pse udo-homo­
sexual rape fan tasy of the 
form discussed i n  Ovesey ' s  
st ud ies.13 As t he emot ions 
prove, the inc ident has not h ing 
to do with erot icism but 
everything to do w i t h  t he 
expression of power lessness. 
Psych iat ris t s  wou ld predict 
that S t r ieber was repress ing 
resen t ment and host ility from 
having to be s ubordinat e  in an 
undes ired social r elat ionship. 
The incident with the m ind 
wand - 'You ' ll r u in a bea u t ifu l  
m in d '  - i s  more in t erest ing 
s ince it reflects t h e  childhooa 
fear of the d issolut ion of 
self .  This was very much on 
S tr ieber ' s  mind at t he t ime. We 
can see it in  his s t ory 'Pain '  
where h is narrator dreams o f  
friendly torment ors with a 
h igh- powered r i f le who he asks 
to hug h im. The core of t h e  
narrator ' s  ident it y  ebbs away 
and he s u f fers t hrough the 
tor t ure of  the t earing down of 
h is personality.14 Strieber' s  
pic t ure- drama of t h e  world 
blow ing up with horns of smoke 
st reaking out from it s im ilar ly 
bespeaks the fear of dissolut ­
ion, since world destruct ions 
commonly precede t he onset  of 
psychosis as the m ind proje ct s 
the in t ernal cat as t rophe into 
the wor ld at large. 1 5 
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The ev idence for t h in 
boundaries in Strieber's per­
sona lit y is highly convin c ing . 
S t r ieber 's cur ious assessment 
that he is '80% convinced ' of 
the realit y o f  his exper iences 
immediately impresses one t hat 
his demarcat ion bet ween realit y  
and fantasy is ra ther f l u id. 
Strieber ' s  memory is dis t urb­
ingly fluid as revea led in his 
w illingness to accept anot her 
person's word that he wasn ' t  
pres en t a t  the his t oric be l l­
tower sn iper inc ident a t  the 
Un ivers ity of Texas - an e vent 
he elsewhere dis cusses in 
gruesome deta il.  16 The manner 
in which he strips away h is 
memory of past anoma lies and 
tosses them out as s creen 
memory fict ions covering a l ien 
encount ers has an a lmost 
ghoulish self -m ut ilat ion 
quality like making his 
iden t ity self-dest ruct b efore 
our eyes. 

S t r ieber is an out s ider. This 
is less ind ica t ed by his 
ques t ioning of Cat ho lic faith 
than by his seeking spir i t ual 

separat ion and ind ividuat ion. 
Prom inent among t hese t ra i t s  
a r e  threats o f  inner fragmen­
tat ion like those cit ed above;  
prim it ive emot ional de fences 
inc luding parano ia and, most 
pr imit ive of a l l, split t ing;  
archaic narc iss is t ic format ions 
invo lv ing grand ios it y ;  inabilit y 
to int egra t e  the hos t ile and 
loving aspects of parent a l  
int rojects; and a t endency t o  
project host ility. 

A coup le o f  reviewers o f  
Commun1on were q u it e confused 
as to how S t r ieber failed to 
be repe lled by the prospect of 
communion with a liens who 
threat ened his beaut iful m ind 
and caused such �ody t error as 
he described. The answer is 
found in t he t rait of split t ing 
which allows t he ind iv idual t o  
hold cont radict ory emot ional 
stances and not see the 
cont rad ict ion. S t r ieber never 
developed the higher forms of 
emot ional de fence found in 

those with thicker boundaries 
in adulthood. I f  S t r ieber has 
indeed suf fered separa t ion 
t rauma as a child, it is 
apparent that is why communion 
is such a cen t ral  concern to 
him. He never resolved the 
prob lem of separat ing his self 
from his parenta1 object 
rela t ions. The upshot of all 
these observat ions is t hat 
St rieber ' s  alien experiences 
form a un it y with the issues 
of his unconsc ious. I am 0% 
convinced of t he object ive 
realit y of his abduct ion.18 

In addit ion t o  forming a 
coherent assembly o f  the known 
fac t s  about t he psycho logy of 
abduc t ees,  the boundary- de f icit 
hypothesis is richly testable. 
Hart mann ' s  prof i le of fers 
numerous pred ict ions about the 
inner wor ld o f  a bduct ees. Those 
lis t ed above are just a 
fract ion of the possib ilit ies. 
If you want to know if m iss ing 
t ime derives from a f lu id t ime 
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character armour, probably bes t  
shown in his pre- empt ive 
st rike t o  Thomas Disch when he 
found he would be revie w ing 
his book Communion for The 
Nation. Strieber ' s  success as a 
writer o f  horror fict ion last ly 
c lin ches the argument t ha t  he 
is a boundary- de f icit  personal­
ity.  
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It is int erest ing to n o t e ,  
parenthet ically, tha t  S t r ie ber 
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of t rait s that object - re la t ions 
theory expla ins as resulting 
from traumas ear ly in child­
hood when the child is f irst  
developing the charact er 
armour auring the phase o f  
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sense or a fluid memory, you scient i f ic judgement on all the 
can t est  people who repor t fac t s  and syst ems of belief 
t h is for concomitant phenomena: t hey are exposed to in life.  
frequent episodes o f  deja vu , S ince it has been a relat ive ly 
or jamais vu, primal repression harmless and a glor ious ent er­
dat ed to t wo or three years of t a inment ( in Jacques Barzun 's  
a�e as opposed t o  four or s ense o f  science as a g lorious 
f1ve, days organ ised according ent er t ainmen t ) the concept of 
to flexible rat her t han rig ia UFOs survives t o  haunt t he 
schedules, future plans lacking imaginat ions of m illions end 
spec i f ic t ime frames, and a at t ract the at t en t ion o f  
tendency t o  not answer indiv iduals who have been t he 
quest ions in a t empora lly v ict ims o f  life 's  con flicts. 
st ruct ured pat t ern. The core From the alchemy o f  ideas and 
claim about a low cat egor is- pass ions t rans formed by t he 
at ion dr ive can be t es t ed by human unconsc ious emerges the 
cognit ive tests like those f er t ile and labyr int h ine myth 
cited in a book by Theodore and mys t ery of t he UFO drama. 
Sarbin. 19 
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The boundary-de f icit proposi t ­
ion h a s  i n  it t he implicit 
resolut ion o f  the paradox of 
how peop le without s ign i f ican t 
psychopathology can ent ertain 
the belie f t hat they are 
vict ims of alien abduct  ion. The 
abduct ion myth has opportun­
ist ic feat ures wher e in 
boundary- def icit traits act t o  
just i fy id mat erial crossing 
ego boundaries be ing consider­
ed real. Whether t he crossing 
is promp t ed by leaky s leep /  
wake boundaries <as in 
Communion's hypnopom p ic nigh t ­
�ares> or b y  the opening of 
the boundary f or role- t akin g  
behaviour, the narrat ive 
ma t er ial  is no more evidence 
of pathology than an LSD trip 
is proo f that LSD is a t oxin,20 
or a symphony ar is ing from a 
composer 's  unconsc ious can be 
called a product o f  psychosis. 
Belief in the realit y of the 
mat er ial  need not evoke th in 
realit y/ fantasy boundaries, 
s ince a logic is present within 
the received myth which 
requ ires on a t rusting, or 
rat her distrus t ing, demeanour 
for it s acceptance. If you have 
a forgot ten scar and a 
ufolog is t  unleashes a creat ive 
id to pull together a dramat ic 
night mare, is it illogical t o  
wonder if the myth is right 
and t he night mare explains the 
scar? In the cont ext of a 
be lief in furt ive extra­
terrestrials, it is not .  

As developmental psycho logis t s  
w e l l  understand, uncom format ive 
behaviour and absurd beliefs 
o f t en owe more to patho logical 
con t exts than organ ic dys func­
t ion. If there is any pat hology 
to abduct ion belief it is 
within t he science of u fology 
itself a poin t  I explore 
elsewhere.  2 1  Norma l peop le will 
necessarily not was t e  the ir 
t ime or the money needed to 
deve lop a thoroughgoing 
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A ft er brood ing long and hard 
on visions and encount ers o f  
all kinds, inc lud ing UFO 
encount ers, Hilary Evans is 
forced t o  conclude that "within 
our m inds there exis t s  a 
creat ive, in t e lligent ,  sympa­
thet ic and understand ing capa­
bility, whose funct ion is t o  
fabrica t e  non-real scenes and 
scenarios. "1 He ca lls this 
c3pability "for the sake o f  
convenience, the producer". W e  
might expect t his fundamen t a l  
human faculty t o  have been 
prev iously observed. It  has 
b�n - usual ly by poe t s ,  and in 
par t icular the Romant ic poet s  
<notably Bill  Blake ) who found 
it convenient to call it t he 
imaginat ion. 

On no account must we confuse 
their imaginat ion with what 
commonly goes by t ha t  name 
today. In a passage2 familiar 
to all s t udent s  o f  Eng. Lit . ,  
Coleridge d ismisses t he lat t er 
as mere ' fancy' which is "no 
other t han a mode o f  memory 
emancipat ed from t he order o f  
t ime and space". Authent ic 
imaginat ion on the other hand 
is divided int o  t wo k inds, the 
primary and the secondary. 

"The primary imag ina t ion I hold 
to  be the living power and 
prime agent of a l1 human per­
cept ion, and is a repe t it ion in 
the f inite  mind o f  the et ernal 
act o f  crea t ion in the in f inite  
I AM. The secondary I cons ider 
as an echo of t he former, co­
exist ing with t he conscious 
will, yet st ill as ident ica l 
with t he pr imary in the kind 
o f  its agen cy, and dif fering 
on ly in degree, and in the mode 
of its operat ion. It  disso lves,  
dif fuses, d issipa t es in order 
to recreate ... " 

••rhe primary 

::Lmagir1c? t :ior1 

I ho�d to be 

the �:ivirlg 

pot.Y"er a.r1d 

prime age.r1 t 

o£ a�� human 

percept:iorl,. 

This isn ' t  easy t o  underst and; 
but s ince it ' s  of vital  import­
ance in the case for reading 
UFOs as pr imary imagina t ive 
phenomena ,  it may be wort h  
pursuing . Another poe t ,  W H 
Auden is helpful.  He adopts and 
adapt s Co ler idge's  defin it ion 
as part of his own art ist ic 
credo:3 

11The concern o f  the Primary 
Imag inat ion, its on ly concern, 
is with sacred be ings and 

sacred events .  The sacred is 
that to which it is obliged t o  
respond; t he profane i s  tha t  to  
which it cannot respond and 
there fore does not know. . .  A 
sacred be ing cannot be ant ic i­
pat ed;  it must be encount ered . . .  
All imag inat ions do not recog­
nise the same sacred beings or 
event s, but every imaginat ion 
responds to those it recogn is­
es in the same way. The 
impression made... by a sacred 
be ing is of an overv1helming 
but indefinable import ance 
an unchangeable qualit y, an 
Iden t ity, as Keats sa id: I-am­
t hat- I-am is what every sacred 
be ing seems to say. . .  The 
response o f  the imag ina t ion t o  
such a presence or s ignif icance 
is a passion of awe". 

A sacred being can be 
beau t iful  or ug ly, benign or 
terrifying,  good or evil, et c. ,  
but i t  must  arouse awe. Some 
sacred beings are, of course,  
sacred only to a single imag­
inat ion - a part icular lana­
scape, say, or a t eddy bear; 
some, e.g. kings, are only 
sacred w ithin a part icular 
culture;  others seem to be 
sacred to all imag inat ions at 
a ll t im es the Moon, says 
Auden, F ire,  Snakes, Darkness 
et c.  'Light s  in the Sky' may 
well fall  int o  the lat t er 
ca t egory. , while UFOs qua 
spacecra f t  probably be long t o  
speci f ically wes ternised cul t ­
ures , as witches, say, be long 
to t r ibal soc iet ies. <Sacrea 
be ings can also combine in 
act ion t o  form sacred pat t erns 
of even t s  - myths such as the 
death and rebirth of the hero 
seem t o  be un iversal; t he 
alche m ical Magnum Opus is 
near- un iversal occurring in 
different cultures at differe�t 



t imes. UFO. myt hs may s im ilar ly 
occur only in cultures wh ich 
are at  a part icu lar s t age of 
deve lopment . ) 

The secondary imag inat ion is 
of less concern to us here. It 
is the facu lty the poe t brings 
to bear on t he sacred beings 
of the primary. It ' s  not , as 
Coleridge poin t s  out,  creat ive,  
but recreat ive; it is act ive 
not pass ive; its ca tegor ies are 
not sacred/prof ane but beaut ­
if ul/ugly, i. e.  i t  aes t he t ica l ly 
evalua t es t he pr imary expe r i­
ence. Without its act ivi t y  our 
pass ivity in the face of t he 
pr imary imag inat ion would be 
the mind 's  undoing: "sooner or 
la t er its sacred be ings wou ld 
possess it [i. e. the m indJ, it 
wou ld come to th ink of  it self 
as sacred , exc lude the out er 
world as profane and so g o  
mad". <Th is apt ly describes t he 
progress ive disin t egrat ion of  
var ious cults and t h e ir 
leaders ). 

The st ruggle of the ind ividua l 
secondary imag inat ion w it h  i t s  
sacred beings makes art < in 
the case of sacred myt hica l 
even ts drama, epic poe t ry, 
novels , et c.)  The s t ruggl8 of 
the collect ive secondary 
imag ine. t ion to grasp t he 
be ings and even t s  sacred t o  a 
part icu lar cult ure produces t h e  
theore t ical models o f  anthro­
pology, soc iology, ufology, e t c . 
<It  goes without saying t ha t  
i n  t h e  light of this view of 
imaginat ion ' imag inary ' is no 
longer opposed to 'rea l '  - t he 
sacred beings are more ' real' 
than ord inary consensus 
reality. We know what Evans 
means when he talks of t he 
'non- rea l scenes ' that t h e  
producer ' fabr icat es', b u t  he 
shou ld qualify his def in it ion 
nonet he less. )  

C G Jung 's  therapeut ic use o f  
a t echnique h e  ca lled 'Act ive 
Imaginat ion ' is also relevan t 
here. He is nowhere as speci f ic 
about it as he might be,  nor is 
it par t icular ly well- named 
since it s purpose is t o  allow 
unconsc ious images <e. g .  in the 
form of fant as ies ) to r ise up 
in to consc iousness where t hey 
can be passively observed, as 
if in a waking dream, and 
subsequen t ly ass im ila t ed and 
in t egra ted into the personal i t y  
b y  means of some quas i­
art ist ic act ivity such as 
manda la paint ing . Jung on ly 
cons iders imag inat ion in depth 
when he's discuss ing a lchemy, 
wh ich he saw as the his t orical 
:ounterpart o f  hi� theory Jf 

t he archetypes and t he 
collect ive unconsc ious . 

He wan ts to see the alchem ical 
opus, bless him, as a ' pure ly 
psych ic ' act ivity in wh ich t he 
alchemis t s  'project ' their 
' unconscious con t ent s '  on t o  
t h e  subst ances and processes 
ins ide t he Hermet ic vessel.  In 
the next brea th he is 
endors ing the alchemical 
descr ipt ion of imag ina t ion as 
"the star in man, the celes t ia l  
o r  supernat ural body" 4 - a n  
'as t ound ing de f init ion ' ,  says 
Jung, wh ich com pels us t o  
conceive o f  the opus n o t  a s  a 
ser ies of ' immaterial phant oms ' 
but as some thing corporeal, a 
'subt �e body'.  The opus then is 
no more 'project ion ' ,  with all 
its  d ist inct ly pejorat ive and 
hence m is leading associat ions; 
rat her it is an archet ypa l 
drama of  sex,  marriage, deat h  
and resurrect ion act ed out by 
the sacred be ings of t he 
primary imaginat ion on t he 
s t age of t he alchem ical retor t : 
serpen ts and dragons, lions and 
eagles , kings and queens , suns 
ana moons - all are orches t ­
ra t ed by that underlyin g  
spirit , t hat  s t range paradox­
ica l god ling Mercurius. 

Imag inat ion , says Jung, is 
"perhaps the most impor t ant 
key to t he underst and ing of 
t he opus"; it can only be "a 
concent ra t ed extract of life  
forces. both phys ical and 
pEvchic". It is ·the locus \Jf 
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reconciliat ion for all the 
oppos it ions and con t rad ict ions 
wh ich in form the UFO experien­
ce; and as such it is analogous 
to, if not iden t ical with,  t he 
collect ive uncon s c ious where 
<as Dennis St illing's  t ime!� 
and en light ening essay 
r ight ly poin t s  out ) "at some 
poin t . . .  the psychic mee t s  the 
hylic. "  

Although the a lchemist s  
though t o f  the pr imary imag in­
at ion in the same way as the 
poe t s ,  they preferred <as I ' ve 
already sugges t e d )  t o  personi fy 
it as Mercurius, •our mercury ' ,  
the 'secret fire ' o n  wh ich t h e  
whole work depends . H e  i s  t h e  
t r ickster and shape- shi f t er 
who is both light and dark, 
good and evil, ma le and fema le, 
celes t ia l  and t erres t rial  e t c . 

like t he collec t ive uncons­
cious , whom he a lso of course 
person i f ies, he con t a ins all 
t he con t rar ies . He is the 
quint essen ce o f  t h e  four 
elemen t s; he is bot h an aerial 
spirit of the Above and a 
cht hon ic spirit of the Below, 
yet he is also bot h spiritual  
and mat erial,  volat ile and 
fixed. In· t he course of t he 
work he manifests h imself in a 
ser ies of images from dragon 
to Ph i losophers ' Stone. 

Thus we not ice tha t there 
aren't a whole load of arche­
types in t he collect ive 
unconsc ious , as Jung's  model of 
the psyche would lead us to 
be lieve; t here is on ly, as it 
were, one archetype, t he 
mercurial imagina t ion itself -
which, unknowable in i t self, 
can be in ferred from its 
appearance in a n umber o f  
archetypal images. One o f  t hese 
images is t he •s t ar '  <of t en 
associat ed with t he Albedo, or 
whit eness, in t he opus when 
Sol and Luna, Above and Below 
are uni t ed ) .  In h is essay on 
flying saucers, Jung not iced 
the mercurial  nat ure of UFOs 
and t he ir s im ilar ity, if on ly 
because of t he ir roundness and 
lum inos i t y, to t h is 'st a r '  wh ich 
is an image of the soul, the 
pot ent ial Self in wh ich all 
oppos ites are t ranscendent ally 
re- un it ed as t hey are in t he 
Stone.  

Napoleon Buonapart e  had a 
fam iliar spirit 11Wh ich pro­
tec t ed h im,  wh ich gu ided him, 
as a daemon, and wh ich at 
part icular momen t s  t ook on the 
shape of a shin ing sphere, 
wh ich he ca lled h is s t ar,  or 
which visited him in t he figure 
of a dw�ri clothed !n red hat 
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warned him. "6 Here we see t hat  
t he imag inat ion chooses an 
alt ernat ive , but  equally funda­
men t a l, way of represent ing 
itself  as a dwa r f  or 
homuncu lus more appropria t e  t o  
warning t han prot ect ing ;  and 
t h is too, I suppose, is part of 
the funct ion of d im in u t ive 
'ext raterres t r ials ' .  They do not 
occupy UFOs ; they are anot her 
man ifestat ion of UFOs. L ike 
an t hropolog is ts we must try to 
discern mean ing in t h e  
relat ionsh ips be t ween t he s igns 
w i t h in the cons t e llat ion of  OFO 
imagery, rat her than t ry in g  t o  
isola t e  the signs and e xamine 
t hem out of context . For 
example we might say, by 
alchem ical ana logy, that aerial 
UFOs are to 'landed e x t ra t er­
rest rials' as Above is t o  
Be low . < I  a lso sugges t t hat  
s ince Mercurius is  not  only 
t he spirit of bot h  Above and 
Be low, but also t ha t  which 
mediates be tween t hem in order 
to hea l t he rifts in exis t ence,  
UFOs perform the same funct ion 
by 'coming down to ear t h  from 
the heavens ' )  

A t  t he r isk of labourin g  t h is 
poin t I could cite anot her 
example which occurred to me 
wh�n I C ::!.!!!t;: ecross an alchsm­
ical engraving from M ichael 
Ma ier 's  A ta]an ta fugiens, 
ca lled ' t he reject ed s t on e ' .  In 
t h is pict ure of a road,  a 
coas t a l  in let , a village,  peop le 
wa lking, et c.  cubic 'stones ' 
are seen on t he road, on a_ 
hill ,  in the water and, most 
strikingly, in the sky. The ide a  
i s  that  the miraculous Prime 
Mat t er <which is a ls o  t h e  
ul t ima ma t eria, the Ph i losoph­
ers ' Stone ) is a ll around us, in 
earth, a ir and water <it  is 
itself f ire ) yet we don ' t  see 
it or value it .  It is Mercurius, 
who is the essence of each 
e lement and also their t rans­
cendent quintessence. It may be 
that , as spirit of a ir ,  he 
appears as a luminous d is c  and, 
as spirit of wat er,  as a 
serpent or dragon; i. e .  a ir is 
to water as UFOs are t o  lake/ 
sea monst ers. As spirit o f  
earth,  h e  might leave h is 
s ignat ure in corn f ie lds,  part­
icularly golden corn f ie lds 
which have an a ffinity w it h  
anot her mercurial symbo l ,  t he 
sun 7 •  Thus: Sun : Gold : :  A bove 
: Below : :  sky : earth : :  UFOs : 
corn f ie ld circles. I wou ldn ' t  be 
surprised if Mercur ius appe ar­
ed as a 'mountain spir i t ' in 
the shape of a large hum anoid 
with lot s of hair and b ig fee t . 

Jung never en t irely r eso lved 

h is inner con f l ic t  bet ween 
' alchem ica l '  t h inking and 
'sc ient i f i c '  t h in k ing.  L ike us 
he clung to a part icular 
histor ical and cult ura l model 
of t he wor ld, viz: the post­
Cart es ian dua lis t ic model.  as 
i f  it were somehow absolu t e ,  
a s  i f  somehow t he b in ary 
c lass if icat ions subject /objec t ,  
m ind/ma t t er ,  were truer than 
Above /Be low, volat ile/ f ixed; and 
he went on c ling ing to it  even 
when h is own empir ical mat er­
ial from t he unconsc ious 
ind ica t ed t ha t  t he ' imaginat ive '  
model i s  supraord inate t o  t he 
scient i f ic and is more t rue 
because more universa l. He 
never cons is t en t ly conceded 
t hat  the d ist inct ion bet ween 
' inner ' and 'ou t er ' ,  for 
ins t ance, is on ly a spa t ia l 
met aphor derived from Descart s '  
model and, a s  such, is equ i  v­
alent t o  t he spat ia l met aphor 
Above /Be low derived from the 
pre-Cart es ian mod e l. The 

. vert ical a x is,  as it were, has 
s im p ly become horizon t a l. 

object is useful  as long as (a ) 
we do not regard it as f inal, 
and (b) we apply it correct ly. 
For example, what I have been 
pleased to call,  for the sake 
of conven ience, t he 'sacred 
bein&s of the primary 
imagmat ion ' ,  have often been 
labe l led 'subject ive ' .  In fact 
t hey are a lways 'object ive ' 
rega rdless of whet her they are 
perce ived inwardly <as dreams , 
say ) or out wardly as vis ions 
and apparit ions. S im ilarly we 
are free to t alk of 'project­
ions ' provid ing we don ' t  start 
talk ing nonsense abou t 's ub­
ject ive project ions ' - they . are 
by de f in it ion ' t hrown forward ' ,  
i .e .  object ive. Nor do we t h row 
them forward - i t  does - the 
imag inat ion . <The not ion of 
project ion is a red herring,  as 
if project ions were somehow 
unrea l. I pre fer to say that 
the imaginat ion imagines,  i .e .  
there is  t hat  wit hin or 
without us,  or bot h,  t hat  
produces images ! ) 

I f  we compare Valerie of 
It ' s  per fect ly val id to change Peckham ' s m is iden t i f icat ion of 
met aphors.  The dist inct ion we a p lane t w i t h  a spacecra f t ,  
make bet ween subject and w i t h  <I  choose at random ) 

' The  Re j e c ted S tone ' , M i c ha e l Ma i e r ,  A talan ta fugJ e .r;s 



S iragusa 's ' lum inous disc,  t h e  
colour of mercury's we 
shouldn ' t  say t hat t he f irst is  
more subject ive and t he second 
more object ive, nor t hat the 
first is 'on ly ' a project ion 
wh ile t he second is < le t ' s  say ) 
a vision ; nor that t h e  f irst is 
less t r ue than the se cond . Bot h  
encoun t ered sa cred be ings.  Bot h  
res ponded w i t h  t he requis i t e  
'pas sion of awe ' .  The ir experi­
ences are t he same in kind 
<the same , even, as St  Pau l ' s  
encoun t er w i t h  Chr is t o n  t he 
Damascus road ) but t hey diff er 
in degree.  At bes t t he kind of 
d ist inct ion we can make is t o  
say t hat V a l ' s  exper ience was 
more persona l  t han Siragusa ' s ,  
o r  t hat Siragusa ' s  was more 
uni v·ersal t han Val 's9 or t ha t  
o n e  was more direct t han t he 
ot her.  In t hese senses we can 
say t ha t  S iragusa 's experience 
<and St  Paul 's ) was more real 
than Va l 's  because < t o  use 
spat ial  met aphors ) it  was 
'dee per ' or 'h igher ' .  

Alchemy , Jung ian psychology and 
ufology have t h is in common: 
that it is large ly fut ile t o  
approach t h em o r  seek t o  
'explain ' t hem with a set o f  
'sc ien t ific '  presuppos it ions. In 
tru t h  they are themsel ves an 
express ion of t he s c ien t if ic 
met hod's  limitat ions.  The 
sacred be ings appear in 
proport ion as we neglect t he 
imag inat ion or imag ine one­
s idedly. Of t he three, alchemy 
is the mos t soph ist icat ed 
because i t s  pract it ioners by 
and large grasped the contra­
dict ions inherent in the Great 
Work.  They never emphas ised 
<as Jung does ) psyche or spirit 
at the expense of mat t er,  but 
recogn ised t hat each informs 
the ot her: "Make the volat ile 
fixed and t he f ixed volat ile "  
was a favour ite s logan. 

They would never have assert ed 
that UFOs were ei ther psych ic 
man i fest a t ions or nuts and 
bolts spacecraf t ;  they would 
always go for a 'both-and ' ,  
ins is t ing that t h e  t wo concep­
t ions bore the same relat ion­
ship to each ot her as volat ile 
bears t o  fixed. S im i larly t he 
ET hypot hes is is to t he eart h­
light s  hypothesis as Above is 
to  Be low. UFOs are bot h  from 
t he far reaches of space and 
from t he ear t h ' s  depths , bot h  
psychic and hylic,  because they 
are sh in ing examples o f  the 
imag ina t ive power of Mercurius 
in whom all cont rad ict ions eo­
inhere. His rea lm is where UFOs 
come from . We can ' t  t h ink about 
t h is rea lm in t erms o f  

We can predict his appearance 
BS lJ SBcred being - lJ tall 

angelic �tar' person as 
elusive as quicksilver - who 

warns us not to corrup t atoms 
under the age of consent 

dua lisms or o f  cause and 
e f fect ,  but  in t erms o f  
relat ionsh ips t hrough ana logy,  
a f f in i t y  through meaning and 
correspondence < 'as above, so 
below ' ) . 

In other w...ords we have t o  
t h ink l ike t r ibal peop le or 
poe t s  or, pre ferably, alchem­
is t s  in order to underst and 
UFOs . For t un a t e ly t h is is not 
t oo d i f f icult : every t ime we 
speak o f  a t hought coming 'out 
of t he blue' from above, or o f  
a feeling 'rising up' f rom 
be low, we are in part speaking 
out o f  t he pre-scient i f ic 
percept ion o f  t h e  world, and 
t h is is what UFOs have come t o  
remind u s  o f .  They present us 
with t h e  poss ibilit y of 
part icipa t in g  in that deep ly 
sat is fying , myst erious , imagin­
at ive gnosis which,  far removed 
from the c urrent fad for 
impoverished cognit ion, we have 
somehow m is la id a long with our 
sense of awe. 

Broadly speaking, a lchemy was a 
work o f  t he B elow. I t  concen­
t ra t ed on mat t er <or t he spirit 
imprisoned in mat t  er > in order 
to compensat e  for the over­
va luat ion of t h e  Above, i. e. t he 
s t ress la id in t he Chris t ian 
t rad i t ion on soul and spirit at 
t he expense o f  body and mat t er 
<Na t ure) .  I n  our cent ury the 
reverse is t rue: the nat ura l 
s ciences - t o  which a lchemy in 
part gave r ise underva lue 
the Above, spirit , t he spirit ua l  
s ide of Nat ure.  W e  are reduced 
a to dis p ir it ed mat erialism.  
Thus we can e xpect a compen-

' -1 1  
satory ret urn to the t h ings o f  
t he Above, a n  invers ion of the 
alchemical myt h ,  in wh ich 
Mercur ius appears as an aeria l 
spirit , more vo la t ile t han 
fixed, who deplores our 
ignorance o f  h is presence in 
Nat ure and prot est s  t he 
violence done to h im . 1 0  

We can predict h is appearance 
as a sacred be ing - a t all 
angelic 'star '  person, say,  as 
elus ive as quicks ilver � who 
warns us not to corrupt a t oms 
under t he age o f  consent and 
not to abuse a nat ura l world 
which is to h im as body is to 
sou l.  When we go on producing 
atom bombs, we compe l h im <or 
her, o f  cours e )  t o  be more 
ins is t en t .  We shouldn ' t  be 
surprised if we are forcibly 
abducted in to the Above and 
t reated as we treat h im - as 
pass ive, soulless objects of 
scien t i f ic experimentat ion. 
Mercur ius isn ' t  being vengef ul; 
we 're not being punished. He ' s  
s imply warn ing u s  t h a t  he will 
redress any imbalance in · 
h imse l f ,  agains t our will i f  
necessary; and, because he 's  . 
not separa t e  .from us but is · 
bot h  t he ground of our being , 
<Below > and our transcendent 
gog l <Above ) he js alsQ 
prot e c t ing us from t he lack of 
equ i l ibrium in ourselves. DID 

NOTES .! 
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1984, t 2, I n  the th i r teenth c hapter  of  
Biographia Li teraria ( London ,  1817 > t 3,  
See the essay ' Mak i ng,  Know i ng and 
Judg i n g '  i n  The Oyer 's Hand, ( London, 
1963 ) t 4, RULANO, Mar t i n ,  Lexicon of 
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systea of ana l ogy,  viz: V a l  of Pec k hat ' s  
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our t i m e , As the Sp i r i t  of  Nature - ' Dame 
K i nd ' or  �o ther  Nature  - she f requent l y  
coaes down f ro1 Above t o  w a r n  us ( w i th a 
bana l i ty equa l to tha t of any s tar  
person ) ag a i ns t  abus i ng nature  and , 
p robab l y ,  to r e f ute  the dogma of the 
As s ump t i o n by wh i c h ,  i n  1 950 ,  she was 
c ons i g ned to the Above , out of 
har m ! s �ay , 101 
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T WAS characteristic of 
Magonia to open its 
twentieth anniversary 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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conference on Walpurgis 
Day, t he firs t of May. Not 

Wapurgisna ch t, be it not ed, 
that t errible eve of May when 
w it ches are abroad, but in t he 
c lear light o f  day . And it was 
day light that prevailed. We 
were conduc t ed on a t our of 
reason by such torchbearers 
for sanit y and commonsense as 
Roger Sande ll, Pet er Rogerson, 
M ichael Goss and Hilary Evans. 
hardly a stone was le ft  
unt urned in the graveyard of 
our superst it ions. I departed 
on the Monday swept c lear of 
cobwebs, purged o f  t error, as 
Arist ot le migbt have put it . It 
had been a purgisfes t against 
unreason. And yet I le ft  
uneasy . . .  

9 U P � H 9 T I T I 0 H 

I was sufficient lr uneasy, in 
fact , to look up ' supers t it ion" 
in several dict ionaries and to 
cons ider whether I now be liev­
ed in any t h ing at a l l  except 
the bru t e  fact s o f  an u t t erly 
det erminist ic world in which 
knuckles get barked, b ills mus t 
be paid, natural select ion 
pursues its dreadf u l  course 
and t he Sun always r ises. I 
even went t o  t he lengths o f  
re- read ing David Hume on 
m irac les. 

The Concise Oxford Dict ionary 
de f ines superst it ion as "credu­
lit y regarding the supernat­
ural, irrat ional fear o f  the 
unknown or mys t er ious, m is­
d irected reverence;  a religion 

be fore h is eyes and would seek 
t o  withdraw the research grant 
o f  any s c ient ist who showed 
h im .  As for m irac les, I recall  
that David Hume, writ ing in 
1 7  48 , would have been obliged 
on h is own pr incip les t o  reject 
t he test imony o f  m i llions for 
the frequent apparit ion of 
Terry Wogan in dim ly lit 
living- rooms at  a t ime o f  day 
when common f o lk grow prone to 
superst it ion. 

or pract ice or part icu lar I a lso reca l led t hat several 
opin ion based on such t enden- members o f  t h e  Magonia confer­
c ies". David Hume, I reminded ence audience, mys e l f  included, 
myself,  de f ined a m iracle as "a t ook leave t o  doubt that we 
v io lat ion of t he laws of were a lways wrong t o  f ear the 
nat ure", adding that "we may unknown or m ys t e r ious. It  
establish it as a maxim that  seemed to some o f  us quite 
no h uman t es t imony can have rat ional t o  be supers t it ious, 
such force as to prove a in the dict ionar y  s ense, o f  
m iracle . . .  " nuclear power stat ions, over­

My unease mount ed. I was not 
reassured. It seemed to me 
that the Oxford lexicographers 
had begged all t he import ant 
quest ions. What is "the super­
nat ural''? When is a fear 
"irrat ional"? What do we mean 
by "misdirect ed''? Who are the 
arbit ers in these mat t ers. 
CSICOP? The Society for Psy­
ch ical Research? The Central 
E lect ricity Generat ing Board? 
Mrs That cher? Commonsense? The 
BBC? But I recalled that a 
prominent member of CSICOP is 
on record as saying that he 
would disbelieve in psycho­
kinesis even if demonst rat ed 

head power lines ,  new pes t i­
cides, the irradiat ion o f  food, 
genet ic engineer ing, bank 
stat emen t s  prepared by . main­
frame compu t ers and almost 
anythin� said on behal f  of Her 
Majes t y  s Government by Mr 
Bernard Ingham.  

It seemed t o  some o f  us that 
the rap id spread o f  a larming 
folk- tales in all these mat t ers 
wou ld not be only a p leasure 
for the f o lk but a rat iona l 
dut y  on beh a l f  of the sensible 
man. One o f  us went so far as 
to suggest that paranoia 
should be t h e  normal st ance o f  
the concerned cit izen, but I 
t h ink we agreed lines must be 

drawn somewhere and t hat 
states o f  psychos is should be 
avoided wherever possible. a 
have, indeed, s 1nce heard 
through the friend of a friend 
that paranoia can bring you 
out in boils ;  and he has,  for 
this reason ,  given up read ing 
Ques t .  

S o  lines mus t b e  drawn 
somewhere . . .  But the dict ionary 
does not help us. . .  Nor can we 
look to David Hume or CSICOP 
for the guidance we clearly 
need. . .  I found myself forced 
back t o  first principles, 
obliged t o  grope my way t o­
wards home-spun conclusions. I 
now o f fer the readers o f  
Magonia t h e  out come of my 
researches - nay, I insist that 
they sho u ld have t hem, subject 
only to s uch delet ions in the 
remainder o f  t h is t ext as the 
Edit or may care t o  make in the 
int erest s o f  good tas t e  [never 
'eard of it , Ed. l ,  government 
object ions to the revelat ions 
of a former o f f icial or perhaps 
even brevity.  

Let us leave out of t he 
definit ion of superst it ion 
any t h ing to do with fear: fears 
may be rat ional unt il proved 
ot herwise .  Let us abandon once 
and for all the absurd t erm 
•supernat ural ' :  all that occurs 
in nat ure,  everything t hat 
happens is in t h is sense 
•na t ura l ' ,  t he only issue for 
sens ible men is the ev idence 
of it having happened. Let us 



set 'misdirected reverence ' t o  
one side: reverence is a frame 
of mind to be valued in a 
wor ld much governed by 
narrower object ives, and the 
quest ion of where it should be 
directed is a mat t er for 
hones t deba te <to the 28- week 
foetus, for example? Or to the 
girl  who is  carrying it? To the 
Brazilian rain- fores t? Or to 
the w idows and pens ioners who 
have inves t ed in Reed In t er­
nat iona l? ) .  I o f fer as the only 
workable de f in it ion of super­
st it ion : "persist ence in a 
be lie f  in t he face o f  cont rary 
evidence". 

As for m iracles, le t us give 
three cheers for David Hume:  in 
no circums t ances can we be 
expected to put up with "a 
violat ion of the laws o f  
nat ure";  any such thing shou ld 
be t rea t ed as harsh ly as a 
parking of fence. But le t us 
also remember t hat we may not 

· quite yet have exhaus t ed our 
knowledge of t he laws o f  
nat ure. L e t  u s  recall that  
round about 1 880 Lord Kelv in 
serious ly cons idered t hat  the 
in take o f  s t udent phys icists to 
Imperia l  College sho u ld be 
t a pered o f f  on the grounds 
that phys ics was now well 
underst ood and that only a few 
loose ends remained to  be 
t id ied up. Be f ore the end of  
the cent ury occult and myster­
ious rays had fogged t he phot­
ographic places of  Monsieur 
Becquerell, and Herr Einst e in 
was on t he point of demonst ­
rat ing t hat the class ica l 
mechanics o f  Newt on were a 
hope less guide t o  the behav­
iour of  phys ical syst ems 
operat ing in condit ions not 
foreseen in t he seventeent h  
century. Lord Kelvin had 
somewhat put h is foot in it . 
Members o f  CSICOP somet imes 
look sim ilarly placed. 

So le t us harbour any fear,  
be lie f or reverence that we 
wish, provided t hat we are 
ready to abandon it in the 
face of  contrary ev idence. let 
us call no man superst it ious 
un t il he declines to accept t he 
fact s .  And let us agree that 
m irac les do not occur and t hat 
the supernat ural does not 
exis t .  

Here are some app licat ions o f  
this view.  

A t  its incept ion as t ro logy was 
far from be ing a superst it ion. 
I t  iden t i f ied a number o f  ir­
regular it ies in the heavens and 
proper ly linked several of them 

with even t s  on ear t h  <the 
f looding of the Nile;  t he 
grow t h  of crops ). In t he 
absence o f  other in format ion 
about an ever-dangerous world 
it was rat ional o f  t he as t ro l-
ogers t o  hope t ha t  other 
correspondences could be 
expected.  Ast rology only became 
supers t it ious <on the defin i  t­
ion sugges t ed above ) when men 
had accepted t he heliocent ric 
hypothes is and recogn ised that 
t he const e llat ions were mere 
art ifacts o f  observat ion. 
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A lchemy was irret r ievab ly 
superst it io us from t he s t art . 
I t  never came near t o  y ielding 
t he hoped- for results <t rans­
mutat ion o f  base metals ;  
rejuvenat ion of  the e lderly ) ,  
b u t  t he fool ish o ld gent lemen 
never a l lowed t h is to dis­
courage t hem from having 
another go or from invent ing 
fan t as t ica l excuses for failure 
(moon in t he wrong quarter;  
t oo much s u lphur; not enough 
heat ; ins u f f ic ient sympa tny 
f rom the w i f e ) .  

Chemist ry w a s  never s uperst it­
ious - even when i t  was wrong ! 
I t  was rat ional o f  the ear fy 
chemis t s  t o  pos t u la t e  a mys t­
erious 'ph logis t on '  which some 
subs tances con t a ined and which 
t hey gave up on burning. 
Exper imen t a t ion seemed t o  
support t h is v iew. I t  was their 
willingness to abandon t h is 
guess when Priest ly and 
Cavois ier demonst ra t ed that 
combust ion depended upon add­
ing a m ys t er ious something t o  
the burn ing ma t er ia l  <oxygen ) 
wh ich marks the che m is t s  as 
non- supers t it ious . 

Members o f  CSICOP s r e  supe r­
s t it ious in ma in t a in ing t hat 
psychokines is is an impos­
s ibility.  The ev idence to t he 
cont rary has been overwhe lm ing 
for more t han a decade.  
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<Readers o f  Magonia have on ly 
to refer to pages 1 to 9 o f  
vol. 55, no. 8 1 0 o f  t h e  Journal 
o f  the Soci e t y  for Psych ic 
Research or to the art icle on 
'engineering Anoma lie s '  in vol. 
1 ,  no. 1 of t he Journal o f  
Scien t i fic Explora t ion t o  
sat is fy themselves on this 
mat t er.(i)(Z) I t  was not unreason­
able of CSICOP a wh i le ago t o  
doubt t he exist ence o f  psycho­
kinet ic e f fe c t s  in v iew of t he 
ext reme dif f icult ies which l ie 
in t he way o f  explaining t hem.  
I t  is supers t it ious o f  them t o  
adhere t o  t he ir s im ple faith in 
n ine t eent h  cen t ury det erminism 
in t he face of t he evidence 
now ava ilable - and downright 
obscurant ist t o  decline t o  
examine t h e  published papers . 

I t  is superst it ious t o  touch 
wood. I confess that I used t o  . 
do so. But I have t es t ed t he 
ma t t er by r isky experimentat­
ion in the o t he r  d irect ion and 
can now report t ha t  it seems 
safe to forego t h is precaut ion. 
<Anyway, I hope so . . .  ) 

I t  is endless ly enjoyable t o  
read the e loquen t and scho larly 
essays given us by Pet er 
Rogerson , Roger Sande ll and 
M ichae l  Goss on the reasons 
for which we t end to give our 
credulit y to haun t ed houses , t o  
cas t a n  uneasy g lance a t  the 
prophecies o f  Nos t rodamus and 
to look beh ind us for t he 
maniac on the p la t form. I never 
fail to learn some t h ing from 
them, . my reason is always 
fort ified. But I reserve the 
right t o  draw their at t ent ion 
to any case of a haunt ing 
wh ich seems authent icat ea 
beyond reasonab le doubt and t o  
sue for damages i f  pushed ont o  
t he railway lin e  by anybody 
whatsoever. <I m ight even 
reserve on Nost rodamus but 
f ind h im fort unat ely 
beyond comprehension ) .  

I t  seems germane t o  end t h is 
art ic le w ith a quo t a t ion from 
Francis Bacon . "There is", he 
said,  "a supers t it ion in avo id­
in� supers t it ion . "  I have a 
fr 1end, for exam p le ,  who makes 
a poin t  of wa lking under 
ladders.  One day something will  
fa l l  on h im .  

NOTES 
1 ,  The Journal of the Soc i e ty f o r  
P s y c h i c a l  Resear c h  c an be  o b t a i ned f r om 
the  Sec r e ta r y  at I Adam & Eve  Mews , 
London ,  W8 6UG, tt 2 ,  The  Journal ol 
Scien tific Explora tion is ava i l ab l e  o n l y  
on  mak i ng an a n nu a l  subsc r i pt i on ,  
app l i c a t i on to  P e r gamon J o u r na l s  Ltd . , 
Head i ngton H 1 l l  Ha l l , Ox f ord ,  OX3 OBW . 
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'Europe' is a fashionable con­

cept , and everyone is thinking 
of the fateful year 1 992 , when 
the European . Community will 
come to real life. Where do 
u fologists stand: . will a 
Ufological Europe soon exist? 
If you look at what is 
published in UFO joun1als 
around the cont inent, you might 
easily answer 'No !' : differences 
and specificities are quite 
consistent. 

The ' language barrier'  is the 
main reason: out of 18 West­
European coun t r ies as many as 
1 4  dif ferent languages are 
spoken, and o f t en ufologis t s  
a r e  not able t o  unders t and 
other than their own language.  
A ls o  h istorical dif ferences may 
be eas ily found: some nat iona l  
u f o logies have had a leading 
role, o f t en because t h e ir 
languages are w idely used 
int ernat ionally <France and 
B r i t a in ,  for ins t ance ) and more 
in t ense exchanges have enabled 
them to keep a world- w ide v iew 
o f  the UFO problem and 
research. Others remained more 
c losed · on t hemselves , bot h  in 
input and out put , and t h e ir 
con t r ibut ion has been small <or 
a t  leas t lit t le known out s ide 
.. t-h e ir own t errit ory ) .  

Spec i f ic nat ional areas o f  
in t eres t m a y  b e  found for 
g iven periods o f  t ime;  for 
example sky- wat ch ing was 
popular in the UK in t he 1 9 60s,  
in  France and It a ly in t he 
' 7 0 s ,  in Scandinavia in t h e  
'80s .  The UMMO issue rare ly 
a f fects non- Spanish ufologies; 
h umanis t ic ufology was pecu­
l iar t o  small Brit ish groups in 
t he early '70s,  whi le a heav i ly 
revis ion ist wave h it Franc e  in 
t h e  late '70s.  The ear t hl igh t s  
deba t e  has barely passed 
Brit ish boundaries. 

Even speci f ic IFO/UFO t ypes 
may be found: illuminated toy 
balloons are said to cause as 
many as 3 1 % of German s ight­
ings in the last t welve years 
<and very few UFO landings are 
report ed from that coun t r y ) ,  
while a n  epidem ic of ' laser 
beams ' has been produced a l l  
over I t aly in t h e  last few 
years. French contactees look 
very dif ferent from Ita lian 
ones, and if you only consider 
the UFO abduct ions around 
Europe you will f ind very 
dif ferent s it uat ions as o f  bot h  
quan t it y  and qua lit y o f  
reports.  

Our purpose is t o  show that 
European nat ional ufologies do 
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already have something in 
common, and order t o  under­
stand it we will s ingle it out 
by con t ras t ing it  with US 
ufology ,  usin g  our t ransat­
lan t ic colleagues as a back­
ground. 

The UFO phenomenon was born in 
America, in 1 9 4 7 ,  and on ly 
lat e r  was ' import ed ' t o  Europe, 
where the f irst real s ight ing 
wave was 1 95 0 .  And ufo logy 
itself  was indisput ably born m 
the USA; a hist ory o f  ufology 
canno t  but inc lude c lass lc 
names such as Arnold, Ruppelt , 
Keyhoe, e t c. The road t owards a 
scien t i f ic u fo logy has always 
been shown by Amer ica: Vallee 
and Hynek with their t erminol­
ogy and class i f icat ion sys t ems 
as well as comput e r  analys is;  
but a lso the road away from 
t he ETH was indicat ed by US 
aut hors like Kee l and Val lee.  
Think o f  any t h ing in '50s and 
' 60s u fology and t he USA was 

the leader; Europe 's cont­
r ibut ion was lit t le more t han 
A ime M iche l  and FSR. 

As the UFO phenomenon evolved, 
the USA was nearly always in 
the avant- garde: the Day light 
Discs arrived there in 1 9 4 7 ,  
t h e  contactees o f  t h e  early 
' 5 0 s ,  the 'soft ' and psychical 
CE ' s  o f  the la t e  '60s, the 
abduct ion epidemics o f  the m id 
'70s.  The 1 95 8 - 1 9 6 4  period is 
o f t en called the 'dark Age' 
because of the lull in US 
s igh t ings,  even though great 
waves happened in Europe and 
South Amer ica then . In a word , 
the USA was t he bench mark for 
ufologis t s  all round the world . 
I f  something had t o  happen, it 
was there. We could eas ily 
speak o f  a 'mythical rOle '  of 
class ic USA ufology, up to at 
least the m id '70s.  

At  that poin t  something began 
to change.  It may have been on 
t he 'scien t if ic u fo logy ' s ide 
<since 1 977 it was France who 
led the way thanks to the 
c ivilian scien t i f ic st udy o f  
UFOs by GEPAN );  b u t  w e  believe 
it  may be bet t er t raced in the 
d if ferent · consequences o f  
'paraphys ica l '  ufology. Wh ile 
Keel and Vallee seemed unheard 
voices in America, t hey 
obt a ined great er success among 
European UFO int ellec t ua ls ,  
especially in Britain and 
France. Only sma ll groups a t  
first , b u t  they grew and 
influenced the whole nat iona l 
scene. 

For examp le the Eng lish MUFOB, 
<now Magonia) t eam d id not 
remain a voice ca lling in the 
w ilderness: the 'humanist ic '  
t urn they gave t o  what was 
then called 'new ufology ' was 
later amplified by aut hors like 
Jenny Randles, and in t urn 
gradually in f luenced a whole 
generat ion of Brit ish ufolog­
Ists,  t o  t he po in t  t h a t  it  ls 
now rare to find believers in 
alien spacesh ips anywhere 
amongst the bes t known and 
act ive invest igat ors in the UK. 

As anot her example, Vallee 's 
in fluence <especially The 
In visible College) pushed 
French ufology in the mid '70s 
t oward parapsycholog ica l over­
t ones and this in t urn had a 
major in f luence on the sudden 
' change of m ind'  of Monner ie 
and the ot her nouvelles 
u fologues wh ich in the lat e 
'70s turned to skept icism. 

'Revision ism ' was a t endency in 
or around 1 980,  and you may 



f ind examples in the USA : A llan 
Hendry,  R ichard Ha ines and 
Alvin Lawson, for example, or 
even the MUFON UFO Journal 
publishing skept ical art icles 
by CSICOP members like James 
Oberg . But it was a dif ferent 
' revis ion ism ' ,  less ' ideolog ical' 
and more ' pragmat ic'  < think of 
Monner ie v Hendry on the IFO 
issue ) , and we will see that 
the dist inct ion is import an t .  

Some d i f ferences bet ween t h e  
two s ides o f  the At lant ic were 
visible as early as 1 980,  and 
not j ust  in ufology. You will 
have read that the 'American 
Empire ' as a cult ural concept 
is in cris is .  Not be ing 
sociologis t s  w e  don ' t  know for 
sure ff that is t rue, but 
somehow the Amer ican mode l is 
no longer so in fluent ial, as 
you may see in dif ferent areas 
<an in t eres t ing examp le may be 
the E uropean yout h sub- culture 
s ince, say, 1 9 7 7 ,  when there 
was quit e a break after 
severa l decades o f  st rong 
dependence on American models ). 

Wha t about the American model 
of u f o logy? As we said, up to 
a cer t a in poin t  Europe and the 
USA followed the same pa th.  
N o w  it seems it is no longer 
so. In part icu lar , s ince 1 98 7  
i t  looks l ike the circle o f  
hist ory has c losed upon itself ,  
and u f o logy has gone back t o  
the beg inn ing, with a dif fer­
ence: Europe !eft  at a t angent , 
wh ile Amer ica is beg inn ing 
aga in the m erry-go- round. 

S t r ieber ' s  Comm union, Hopkins ' 
alien abduc t ors,  K inder ' s  book 
about Meier, t he cosmic cover­
up o f  MJ- 1 2 ,  t he Gulf Breeze 
phot o  repeater case: here are 
aga in t hose noisy contactees 
<now abduct ees ); a new kind of 
George Adamski nurturing 
endless cont roversy about h is 
wonde r f u l  yet unbelievable 
'scout - ship'  p ict ures, ufolog­
is t s  ' government cover- up'  and 
all t h a t  mess . 

As seen from Europe, American 
ufolog is ts have en t ered a t im e  
machin e .  Moreover, they are 
debat ing cen t ral  issues wh ich 
have no paralle ls in Europe: in 
Europe you will f ind no saucer 
crashes , few abduct ions <except 
perhaps in t he UK ),  sma ller 
Government cover- ups <can you 
imag ine the Ita lian governmen t 
success f u lly trying to conceal 
anyt hing ) .  

In one sense it looks like we 
have gone full circle.  Well, 
it ' s  not  exact ly repeat ing the 

pas t ,  it 's on a 'dif ferent 
leve l ' .  It 's  n o  longer a ques t­
ion o f  A ir Force cfebunking UFO 
rea l it y,  but of the Pres ident 
h imself estab lish ing MJ - 1 2 ,  who 
d e f in i t e ly knew t here were 
a liens and even had t he ir 
corpses; it 's  no longer s im p ly 
exa m in ing Adamski's phot ographs 
t hrough the magn ifyin� g lass, 
now we have soph 1st ica t ed 
pho t o- analysis t echniques 
con f irming Meier or the Gulf 
Breeze p ict ures; con t ac t ees ' 
evidence is no longer an a lien 
pancake, but body scars and 
ghos t pregnancies. 

T imes have changed: the ' f irst 
generat ion ' ETH was good for 
account ing for Day l ight D iscs 
in the 1 950s,  but now that 
t here are no more UFO report s  
you don ' t  need a t r igger s igh t­
ing, not even a t ime lapse:  you 
need not h ing more t hat a vague 
fear for suspect ing a suppres­
sed a lien abduct ion memory. 

However, Eur opean ufologis t s  
seem t o  follow diffe rent lines 
of research, as you may see in 
most o f  t he Old Cont inen t 's UFO 
journals.  In Europe t he b ig 
dif ference bet ween the '50s 
and the ' 80 s  is that t hen 
u fo log j s t s  ' kner.v '  the t ru t h  o f  
what the saucers were, while 
we presen t ly t h in k  we don ' t  
know any longer.  Ear ly 
u fologis t s  were not so much 
researchers as public educat ors 
t rying to pers uade people o f  
t he a lien reality.  How many 
invest igat ion reports dat ing 
back from the '50s can be 
found in your f i les? Mos t 
' c lass ic'  report s  are t o  be 
found only in books and UFQ­
zines ,  but t hese hardly ever 
inc lude t hose data which are 
presen t ly required from t he 
average inves t igator.  <And yet , 
i f  you have t o  j udge from some 
recen t  p ie ces o f  invest iga t ive 
work, some American colleagues 
have forgot t en all what Hendry 
and Ha ines and Fowler d id 
t each and preach o f  field 
invest igat ion methodo logy. ) 

A major fea t ur e  o f  new Euro­
pean ufology is t ha t  we no 
longer cons ider IFOs as ' fa ls e  
UFOs ' .  IFOs have become a 
concept ua l  realit y and are 
a knowledged as part o f  t he 
problem, whereas our overseas 
co lleagues st ill  regard them as 
li t t le more than produc t s  o f  
t he dus t b in :  t o  ident ify and 
e lim ina t e .  The t hought here is 
t hat their p roport ion of 90% 
poin t s  to  their impor t ance, and 
they 're as in t erest ing and 
inst ruct ive too .  

S o  it seems a s  if w e  have t wo 
sor t s  o f  u fo logy; an American 
one concent rat ing a lmos t exc­
lusively on abduct ion report s ,  
UFO crashes and government 
cover-ups ;  and a European one, 
more concerned with IFOs and 
human sc iences.  

How could it  happen? We cannot 
blame t he language barr ier ! It 
is t rue mos t American 
ufologist s  cannot read ot her 
languages but they can always 
read the Brit ish authors. And 
anyway we can read them and 
could st ill follow them, but we 
didn ' t ,  and t ook our own road. 

Basic at t it udes o f  Amer ican 
and European ufologists t o­
wards each other · do not d i f fer 
too much f rom t hose o f  t h e  
average man . Americans t end t o  
t h ink Europeans. are much t oo 
complicat ed in their abs t ract 
reasoning, in ' behind-ology ' and 
w it h  t h e ir noses to tfie sky 
ins t ead of b e ing pragmat ical in 
their approach to realit y .  In 
their t urn, Europeans t end to .. 
t h ink o f  Amer icans as gullib le ,  
naive, super f ic ia l  people, 
unable to see furt her t han the · 
end o f  t he ir nose and t o  _ 
det ach t hemselves from the 
face v a l u e  o f  things. Of  
course,  such stereot yped 
images are rough and inadequ­
ate,  but . they nonethe less 
con t a in a grain o f  t ruth.  

The pract ical <pragmat ical )  
cult ure o f  Americans as 
opposed to t he more t heoret­
ical European one is refle c t ed 
by t he dif ference bet ween some 
'revis ionist '  aut hors l ike 
Richard Haines and A llan Hendry 
there, and Jenny Randles and 
the French new- wave here. And 
o f t en we can well  unders t and 
some American colleague 's  im­
pat ience for what does look 
l ike groundless cerebra l 
e lucubrat ions .  

That prob lem i s  well illust­
rat ed by some recent Budd 
Hopkin s '  r easonings, on the 
line: "We don ' t  need abduct ion 
t heoret icians,  but abduct ion 
inves t igators:  come and do the 
hard work inst ead of philoso­
phizing from your com for t able 
armchairs. " I t 's  t rue: it would 
be good for some UFO phi loso­
phers to get involved in f ie ld 
invest igations and ' t ouch ' the 
phenomenon. On the other hand , 
it would act ually be naive t o  
go interview ing wit nesses 
without a care ful  background 
t ra in ing, un less you just want 
to get easy con f irmat ion for 
your own be l ie f s .  
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The d if ferent part p layed by 
the mass- media in the USA and , 
in Europe may also be signi f­
icant .  Media at t it ude t owards 
people , and peoples ' a t t it udes 
t owards med1a may be very 
dif feren t ,  if you look at 
newspapers and TV. As an exam­
ple we are told that Americans 
are fond of f ind ing their 
names in local newspapers; in 
Italy we are afraid o f  that 
and don ' t  want their names t o  
b e  published. Med ia t reatmen t 
was probably the cause o f  the 
great success of Whit ley 
S t r ieber 's Comm union in 
America, while at the same 
t ime it received a very co ld 
recept ion in Europe <In I taly,. 
but also in Brit a in ! >. 

We also t h ink it s igni fican t 
that America cla ims t o  be in a 
lu ll o f  sight ings since 1 9 73 or 
so.  That would expla in  why you 
have t o  resort t o: 

• alleged crashes which t ook 
place 40 years ago . . .  
• ' invisible <indeed ! >  epidem­
ics ' of abduct ion cases w ithout 
any conscious UFO s ight ing . . .  
• bedroom visit ors once kept 
out side any UFO report cat a­
logue or f ile (do you remember 
B l oech er- \41Pb b ' s  CE- III c:l�ss E� 
"no UFO seen in corre lat ion 
with en t it y"? ) . . .  
• t ons o f  repo r t s  
P.hot ographs ) from a 
repeater'  w it ness . 

(and 
s ingle 

Abduct ions seem to mark the 
f ina l  separat ion, in that they 
have become American u fo logy. 
They undoubted ly cons t it u t e  
the highest s t rangeness 
reports ,  but do t hey deserve 
such t o t al a t t en t ion? Are we 
sure that a solu t ion to the 
UFO enigma may come only from 
the s t udy of such alleged 
alien kidnapp ings? Wha t  are we 
to do with such in t r insically 
un- st udiable things as Hopkins ' 
in t ruders : there is no proo f or 
direct evidence, the int ruders 
keep a const ant con t ro l  of the 
sit uat ion, it is subst ant ially a 
t ranscendent reality.  At th is 
point we can only e ither wa it 
for contact ; arm ourse lves and 
wat ch the skies; or conclude 
that "we 're property" or 
already colon ised and ret ire 
from u fology a la A ime M ichel. 

W il l  we arr ive at las t having 
no con tact at all across the 
A t lan t ic? In at least two 
f ields it  may we ll be. At the 
social level,  a dif feren t public 
has got dif feren t int erests 
<remember Str ieber ) and 
dif ferent ways o f  seeing . the 

phenomenon.  Or t he u fologist s  
t hemselves - doesn ' t  Hopl< ins,  
for ins t ance,  look for a 
' d i f feren t ' UFO experience:  
hypothes is- creat ed inst ead o f  
invest igat ed. Perhaps w e  could 
have such t oo ,  i f  we t r ied, but 
would it st ill  be u f o logy? ) 

On the o t her s ide,  our American 
friends m ight wel l  ask us what 
we are t alking about and 
conc lude that we are no longer 
u folog is t s ;  and t hey may be 
r ight , s ince we no longer s t udy 
what most of t hem mean by 
'UFO ' .  <But can they correct ly 
say they st udy UFOs, when t hey 
are actually on t he t rail  o f  
alien spacecr a f t  which t hey 
modest ly h ide behind the more 
scient i f ic sounding 'UFO'  
label? ) 

In a cer t a in sense there are 
a lso s im ilari t ies be tween 
American and European avant ­
garde u fo logis t s :  UFO s ight ings 
are just the t ip o f  the Iceberg 
for both American abduct ion 
researchers, and f or t he 
European s o c io- psychological 
ufologists .  But t hose are 
dif ferent icebergs:  the f ir s t  
is a massive gene t ic experi­
ment by a l ien intruders, t h e  
second i s  j u s t  one facet o f  a 
mult ifacet ed modern f o lk lore 
phenomenon.  

I f  t wo d i f feren t models o f  
ufology are aris ing, is t h is a 
problem? We d id ,  a ft er a l l, 
po in t  out  that dif ferent 
coun t r ies have produced their 
own concept s  o f  u f o logy. We 
want to empha s is e  a danger. 
Not just that Europeans and 
Americans are going in 
dif ferent d irect ions, but that  
American u f ology seems t o  be 
go ing in a dangerous way. 

As a f irst resu lt it  has 
rehab ili t a t ed con t a ct ees,  in a 
new form, so that t hey are now 
accept ed and promoted bu 
ufologist s  who e ven believe 
they act in a s c ien t i f ic man­
ner. How can you oppose Philip 
K lass when he n ot es that Budd 
Hopkins ' concept of 'skept icis m '  

i s  so broad that he feels h e  
cannot r e f u t e  any t h ing? 

We are t o ld by l inguist s that 
A mer ican and Eng lish as 
languages are moving s lowly 
apar t ,  and that in the next 
1 00 years they w ill no t be 
able to unders t and each o t her . 
It looks as if such a process 
has already gone a good 
distance, s ince we seem not t o  
talk about the same t h ings. 

What we fear is that we shall 
arrive at a comple t e  m isunder­
standing, at having incom­
measurable UFO realit ies. And 
we are near to that . 

Indeed, wh ile we express our 
astonishment at the recen t 
Amer ican developme�t s ,  our 

t ransat lan t ic friends don ' �  
seem able t o  cope w i t h  our 
crit icism and t ry to exor�cise 
us as "debunkers of a new 
kind". But we are not "negat ive 
believers" of the CSICOP kind , 
and M iche l  Monnerie was 
writ ing t en years ago; a very 
dif ferent approach has 
developed s ince. 

It  seems d i f f icult to expla in 
t o  Americans t hat European 
research has moved to a p o in t  
where it 's no longer a bat t le 
bet ween the goodies (us 
believers ) and the bad guys 
<them debunkers ) :  more and 
more o f t en you will  f ind u fo­
logists ho lding very dif ferent 
ideologica l op in ions working 
t ogether without t rying t o  
bit e each other.  Indeed, i t  is 
only t o lerance for dif ferent 
opin ions, and none us us should 
feel ent it led to possess The 
Truth. We 're all search ing for 
answers , and we 've not got 
them yet . And here lies the 
hope ful so lut ion: a great er 
t o lerance for each o t h ers ' 
opinions . Are we prepared t o  
unders t and that u f o logy itself  
may be in f luenced by 
sociological dif ferences, and 
so it is legit ima t e  that each 
one has their own kind o f  
u fo logy? DID 


