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TROUBLE OOP AT T'BYPASS? 
Read David Clarke's Pennine Diary, page 3 

<Apologi•• to L S Lowry> 

LYON' S SCORNAUX HOUSE 

Each year for the last three 
years a group of French 
ufologists nave organised a 
conference at Lyon. The third 
such Rencontres de Lyon was 
at tended by your editor. Apart 
from being an opportunity to 
renew aquaintances with many 
of the French colleagues whom 
I knew from the Anglo-French 
'Channel Port' conferences, it 
gave an opportunity to meet 
many members of the various 
local groups in France. Charles 
de Gaulle once said that it 
was impossible to govern a 
country which had 300 
different sorts of cheese. 
Similarly, it would seem to be 
impossible to . organise a 
centralised UFO group in France 
- and French ufology is the 
better for it, as tfie various 
local groups have a vigour 
which is missing from much of 
British ufology. 

This is shown often in the 
high standard of publications 
produced by the groups. the 
conference organisers, AESV, 
produce Ovni Presence, a 
publication of such quality, 
both in production and 
editorial, that it is hard to 
imagine it is not produced by 
a major commercial publishing 

company it is certainly 
streets ahead of anything we 
produce in the UK. Less 
professionally produced, but 
just as impressive, are the 
detailed investigations of 
local groups such as Groupe 
5255 wnich operates in north­
west France. The Fortean 
orientated Pogonip continues to 
publish well-produced booklets 
on modern myths and rumours. 

Evident at the meeting was the 
continuing division between 
European and American ufology, 
as outlined by Eduardo Russo 
and Gian Grassini in the last 
Magonia <both of whom were 
present at Lyon). Bill Moore of 
MJ12 and Roswell fame outlined 
the progress of his recent 
investigations to a sceptical, 
if polite, audience. European 
ufologists are worried that 
(with the partial except ion of 
abductions) American ufology 
now seems to be concerned 
almost entirely with the 
alleged act ions of the US Gov­
ernment. Moore is a pleasant 
and sceptical individual, who 
if he ever leaves ufology, 
would surely find his vocation 
as a hard-bitten LA-style 
private eye. He was well able 
to take C<.'ntinued on bad page 
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PETER ROOEHSDH'S 

ltlli�fll1 f���f� 
I cannot let this column go by 
without declaring my support 
for Salman Rushdie. My guess 
is that there is more than one 
Magonia reader who could quite 
easi.ly end up in the same boat, 
and not just · from Moslems. 
Strange ideas have been 
expressed by some so-called 
progressives, somewhat to the 
effect that people whose 
parents happen to have been 
born in Pakistan or Bangladesh 
do not have the basic human 
right to adopt the religion or 
philosophy of their choice. 
What would Messrs Vaz and 
Madden have to say if Spanish 
Catholics were to reintroduce 
the stake and the rack as 
integral parts of Catholic 
Iberian Culture? 

It's not just Islam, of course, 
which has become caught up in 
the wave of medievalist barb­
arism prophecied by Jerry Clark 
and Loren Coleman back in 1975 
when they wrote that the 
oficial philosophies of our age 
have "denied [man] the capacity 
for belief in the magical, the 
wonderful. It has destroyed the 
mystical, non-rational elements 
which traditionally tied him to 
nature and his fellows . . .  
emphasised rationality to the 
exclusion of intuition, equati­
ons to the exclusion of dreams, 
male to the exclusion of 
female, machines to the exclus­
ion of mysteries. . .  there is a 
dangerous imbalance which will 
lead to a react ion in which . . .  
nature will have its way, the 
collective unconscious too long 

repressed will burst fee, 
overwhelm the world and usher 
in an era of madness, super­
stition and terror.. .  a new 
spiritual dark-age will blanket 
the earth . . .  " One might expect 
that reaction to start in areas 
where the global civilization 
of bourgoise political economy 
has been most recently grafted 
on. 

In the United States this 
reaction took the form of the 
world-hating, destroy-the-lot 
apocolyptophiliac fundamental­
ism which propelled Ronnie to 
power. A number of cultural 
commentators have linked apo­
calyptophilia with extreme 
forms of suicidal depressive 
psychosis, with paranoid pro­
jection taking it from 'I'm so 
bad I deserve to die and rot 
in hell', to 'the whole world is 
so bad it deserves to die'. 
Others see apocalyptophilia as 
a means of self-advancement: 
'If all these sinners were out 
of the way, I'd be really 
someone!' 

Today there is a genuine 
'flying saucer psychosis' in 
the USA. Let's give it a Latin 
name however: 'sublimated xeno­
phobic paranoia'. Its diagnosis 
runs thus: Lots of people in 
the US have deep seated fears 
about Hispanics taking over 
their country, but many, espec­
ially those with superficial 
liberal political attitudes are 
deeply ashamed to admit this. 
Therefore they project their 
fears on an ultimate alien. 
This 'alien nation' is in the 
deserts, the wild, deserted, 
no-good places in the Hispanic 
areas of the USA. There is also 
a great tie-in with the chronic 
ambivalence about the American 
nation shown in much folklore 
and media lore: on theone hand 
the USA is God's sacred garden, 
yet for individuals, thing can 
go wrong. John Lear and his 
colleagues are now filing a 
witchcraft suit · against the 
American government, claiming 
that those elected to protect 
the garden have formed a 
secret, Faustian pact with the 
forces of darkness, in exchange 
for worldly power and know­
ledge. They claim that the grey 
meanies of this fantasy, out in 
the desert like Pandaemonium 
in Blish's Black Easter, are 
blood-sucking demons who 
possess and control people 
through implants <the chief 
schizophrenic fantasy which 
arises as a rationalisation of 
the acute helplessness and 
Continued on page 11. 



N MAGONIA <August 
1988> Peter Rogerson 
writes that ufolog­
ists must accept 
that as recorders of 
stories we are in 
effect folklorists, 

and this is how our writings 
may be regarded by historians 
centuries to come. He adds that 
•the dominant folklore in 
British ufology at the moment 
appears to be earthlights or 
spooklights... the powerful 
appeal of this concept lies in 
its romantic roots. It is a 
folklore of open spaces, where 
tales still survive of the 
eerie secrets of wild nature, 
before TV and streetlights 
robbed them of their wonder ... " 

These words have a particular 
poignancy in reference to the 
strange story I am about to 
relate, for despite the advent 
of "TV and streetlights" which 
Peter regards as stripping 
nature of its wonders, folklore 
seems very much to be in the 
making in the haunted areas of 
the Pennine hills into which I 
have been wandering in recent 
years. 

! ....................................................•.............. ! 

UDLLEV DOTtBOOH 
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For example, on 2 7  September 
198 7 the Sheffield Star, in a 
front-page article entitled 
"'Ghost' sightings on a new 
road", described a series of 
weird happenings said to have 
taken place on the Stocksbridge 
by-pass road then under 
construction by the McAlpine 
construct ion company to the 
north-west of Sheffield. 
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''Terrified security guards", 
read the report "called in 
police and clergymen after 
spotting 'ghosts' on a bypass 
being built near Sheffield. A 
sergeant and police constable 
sent to the scene near 
Stocksbridge - later said they 
'felt a presence' as they 
patrolled ... but South Yorkshire 
police have refused to comment 
on the incident, or on reports 
that the Panda car was jolted 
by mysterious thuds ... "Other 
than the police, the two other 
witnesses, security guards 
Steven Brookes and David 
Goldthorpe who work for 
Constant Securities of Mex­
borough, were extremely dist­
urbed about their experiences. 
On the morning of 8 September, 
they arrived at the home of a 
Stocksbridge clergyman, waking 
him at 7 a.m., apparently 
wanting to know if the area 
had once been a graveyard and 
whether an exorcism was 
possible. One of them later 
burst into tears and went into 
shock, but both agreed to 
return to work at the bypass. 
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In an attempt to ascertain the 
facts behind this peculiar 
story before it entered the 
realms of popular mythology 
<i.e. the columns of the News 
of the World), I made contact 
with the police officers invol­
ved and arranged to interview 
them and visit the scene of 
the alleged "happenings". I 
have found that obtaining 
first-hand transcribed accounts 
from witnesses, and visiting 
the scene of their experiences 
with them as soon as possible 
afterwards is the only honest 
way of conducting a worthwhile 
investigation into such claims. 

I arrived at Deepcar police 
station on the evening of 1st 
October 1987, armed with my 
trusty six-celled flashlight, 
geiger counter and pith helmet 
and, after a lengthy discus­
sion, accompanied the witnesses 
- PC Richard Wal ton and Special 
Constable John Bellamy1 to the 
scene of the phenomena in a 
police Landrover. Although the 
night was cold, dark and 
extremely windy, the witnesses 
took me to the unfinished road 
on the lonely hillside above 
Stocksbridge and described once 
again what transpired. I was 
impressed by the sincerity of 
both witnesses - who had been 
subjected to considerable rid­
icule by friends and workmates, 
and I am convinced that they 
were telling the truth about a 
baffling experience. 

Although the alleged ·�aunt­
ings" received a fair amount of 
publicity in the local press, 
due to the police policy of 
refusing to make ·any comment 
on the incident it did not make 
the national newspapers. Short­
ly before I travelled to Deep­
car I was invited to discuss 
the matter with the police 
superintendent responsible for 
the Ecclesfield division at 
Hammerton Road in Sheffield. He 
expressed concern about how 
publicity surrounding the 
events would reflect upon his 
force and so I was asked not 
to speak to the press or to 
use the real names of the 
witnesses. 

The alleged "paranormal" 
manifestations took place on a 
stretch of the then uncomplet­
ed Stocksbridge bypass road, at 
grid reference SK 2 72 989. The 
oypass, which has cost over 
f 14- million to build, was 
opened in April 1988 and links 
the M 1 motorway with the A628 
Trans-Pennine Barnsley to 
Manchester road. At the time 

Map showing Pearoyd Lane and Stocksbridge 

of the incidents the road was 
in the final stages of con­
struction by McAlpine and this 
particular stretch on the hill­
side above the steelworks at 
Stocksbridge was patrolled each 
night by two security guards 
in a Landrover. 

Pearoyd Lane is a steep-sided 
track which ascends from the 
BSC works in Stocksbridge in 
the valley below to the 
villages of Hunshelf and Green 
Moor which stand at 303 metres 
above sea level on a ridge of 
high land above. High-tension 
electricity pylons straddle the 
hillside along the length of 
the new road, running from 
Dunford Bridge to the sub­
station at Brampton, between 
Barnsley and Rotherham. It was 
around one of these pylons 
that phenomena were observed. 

It should be noted also that 
10 miles to the north-east, a 
low-level UFO was reported 
above the same length of 
electricity pylons at Hoyland 
near Barnsley on 10 February 
1988. Two witnesses here ob­
served a huge black triangular 
object at very low altitude 
with pulsating green and red 
lights apparently following the 
course of the pylons between 
Harley and Wentworth in the 
direction of Rotherham after 
10.30 p.m. Five other groups of 
witnesses in the same area 
independently reported a simil­
ar brilliantly lighted object 
at the same time. Extensive 
enquiries ruled out aircraft or 

helicopters as an explanation.2 

The scene of the ghostly hap­
penings is isolated and has an 
eerie reputation locally. There 
are no houses nearby except a 
few scattered farms, the 
nearest habitations being the 
streets of Stocksbridge in the 
valley below. In September 
1987, the bypass road being 
under construction, the area 
was out of bounds to the 
public and the new road was 
inaccessible to any vehicles 
except Landrovers and earth­
movers. The possibility of a 
hoax is very unlikely, and no 
other explanations have been 
suggested to the investigators. 

The story is best told by 
Police Constable Walton [RWl 
and Special Constable John 
Bellamy (JBJ, the two eyewit­
nesses, whose account is here 
transcribed word for word: 

RW - "Tuesday 8th September. A 
gentleman called Steven 
Brookes rang Ecclesfield police 
station. He works for Constant 
Securities who sub-contract 
out to McAlpine. Some time on 
either the Monday or the 
Tuesday night we're not 
really sure, they were driving 
up Pearoyd Lane to check out 
the section of new road there. 
There were two of them in the 
Landrover. And as they've 
driven up they've seen the 
figure of a man standing on 
the newly constructed bridge. 
What you've got to bear in 
mind is that there is no way 



you can get onto the bridge; 
you can't walk on to it, drive 
on to it. It's made that way so 
that kids can't climb onto it. 
They've stopped the Landrover 
at the base of the bridge. 
Brookes has stepped out of tne 
Landrover; his mate has driven 
round. As he's come ·3round the 
top of Pearoyd Lane, behind 
this bloke, he's put the full 
beam on the headlights -
they've noticed at the same 
time that the beam goes 
straight through it. Then all 
of a sudden it was gone. 

"He rang us, and of course we 
were sceptical. We said 'Well, 
what can we do - it's not a 
police matter; there's nothing 
we can do'. We just left it 
with them and said we'd keep 
our eyes peeled. They rang 
their boss, Michael Lee, and he 
rang me to ask what I thought. 
He said 'They've worked for me 
for a number of years; they're 
good lads and they have seen 
something'. We left it at that 
until the following morning -
the Wednesday. 

''Then Stuart Brindley, who's 
Stocksbridge's vicar, rang 
Ecclesfield to say that the 
men had been in touch with 
him, asking if he do an exor­
cism as they were too 
frightened to go back. It got 
back to me to sort out. When I 
spoke to Mr Brookes again he 
told me that just prior to this 
they had seen a group of young 
children playing just down from 
the bridge, near the new road 
around a pylon. They'd driven 
past the kids this was at 
12 .30 at night - roughly the 
same time as before, parked 
the Landrover, got out, and 
found that there was nothing 
there. They'd examined rouna 
the pylon, which is fresh mud, 
no sign of footprints. They had 
followed that through by 
talking to some of the local 
workmen who were living nearby 
in caravans, who said that they 
had also heard kids' voices 
late at night. Now I live very 
close by here, and very close 
to the scene, and I wrote that 
off immediately as sheep. 
There's a lot of sheep up 
there on the bank and at night 
when they are asleep they make 
a lot of weird noises. 

"The following Friday night -
1 1 th September I went up 
there with another Special 
Constable, [butJ it was 
throwing it down with rain, and 
we didn't stop. But on the 
Saturday night me and John 

went up, round about midnight. 
We'd purposely told our other 
colleagues that we'd gone down 
to Oughtibridge, so they would 
not think we were up there for 
them to set us up! We went up 
from the Deepcar end and drove 
to the bridge, and parked 
roughly half-way between the 
pylon and the bridge where the 
two sightings have supposedly 
been. We parked the car up; we 
turned all the lights off and 
all the radios off. It was a 
clear night, clear sky, virtual 
full moon; after a while we 
could see great. We'd got about 
3/4 of a mile straight behind 
us, 200 yards to the bridge, 
300 foot banking on the right 
side, 20 foot banking on the 
left, so if anyone came near 
us, we could see them. 

"We'd been sat there a couple 
of minutes and up by the 
bridge I'd already noticed a 
large container which was like 
a white-painted pallet box. I'd 
been looking at this for quite 
some time and I asked John to 
look at it to see if anything 

•' I 
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was amiss. We then both 
decided that there was some­
thing moving across and around 
this pallet box. We could see a 
shadow going across it. So I 
put the full beam on the car, 
and saw nothing at all. We let 
our eyes adjust, then drove up. 
Put the lights on, got out, not 
a damned thing. We went back 
exactly to where we were, �at 
and watched, and lo and behold, 
there was something moving 
again around this pallet box. 
Did exactly the same again, 
went up and looked - nothing 
at all. We'd been there now 
about 2 0  minutes. Went back 
again for the third time, to 
exactly the same spot and we 
decided that what it must have 
been the lights from the 
steelworks in Stocksbridge 
below that were reflecting 
upon the box and causing the 
shadows. But on the third time 
we stopped we both noticed 
within a matter of seconds 
that there was nothing moving 
by this box, which we thought 
odd, but we didn't think much 
more about it. 

Pearoyd Bridge, and the pylon around which the dancing figures were seen 
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"We'd been sat there again for 
a few minutes; it was a nice 
night, I put my window down, I 
was sat in the driver's seat, 
John was in the passenger 
seat. Suddenly I had a feeling 
- not like I'd ever had before, 
because we've been working 
nights for a long time, just as 
if someone had walked over my 
grave, because I just froze." 

JB "You went cold, didn't 
you." 

RW - "And what was so odd I 
went cold without knowing what 
was the matter. Then a few 
Beconds after I had another 
feeling that someone was stood 
at the side of me, and I 
turned my head slowly, and I 
could see that there was 
something stood by the side of 
the car. But as I turned quick, 
there was nothing there. But 
as I saw there was nothing 
there, John let out such a 
scream and hit me with his 
arm, and I looked around, and 
there's somebody stood there 
next to the car .. . " 

the car. I don't know whether 
it was the back or the sides -
it was just that something hit 
the car. Again there was 
nothing at all about; we could 
see around too well and were 
out too quick to check it. It 
wasn't like it said in the Star, 
the car didn't physically shake. 
When this happened we thought 
'bugger this for a lark!' and 
drove back down into the 
works. We met Don who was with 
another two lads, and we went 
back up and sat for 5-6 
minutes, not a damn thing. But 
what was so weird about ft was 
the way I felt before anything 
had happened. I knew before 
anything happened that some­
thing was wrong. "  

JB - "Virtually it went from 
my side of the car to your 
side at the same time... As 
Dick was looking out of his 
window I was just gazing up 
onto the banking, and I just 
turned to Dick and shouted and 
there was this chap just stood 
there, next to the car. It was 
really weird. " 

JB 
car. " 

"Literally next to the [Invest. ] "What was it wearing? 
How do you know it was a man?" 

IDIDIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIDIOIO 
Something thumped on the back of the car. 

I don't know whether it was the back or 

the sides it was just that something 

hit the car. When this happened we 

thought 'bugger this for a lark!' 

and drove back down 
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RW - " ... all I could see was his 
torso, because he was stood 
next to the passenger window. 
By the time it had registered 
with me that there was 
somebody there it had gone. 
There was no way that anybody 
could have approached. us 
without us seeing. John was 
adamant that there was some­
body there, because he was 
closer than me. We had a look 
round and there was nothing. 
So we thought we'd shout for 
Don to come and join us, 3 
because we thought that if we 
were going to see it then 
somebody else was going to see 
it. So we drove up to the 
bridge and parked up. We didn't 
use the radio signal down in 
the dip, because the radio 
signal up here is bad anyway, 
so we shouted for them to join 
us. We'd been sat in the car 
for a few seconds, and some­
thing thumped on the back of 

RW - "I don't. We could only 
see part of it at eye-level 
through the window of the 
Vauxhall Astra. It definitely 
formed the impression of it 
being a person, to me a man." 

JB - "To me, what I saw of him, 
it sort of connected to the 
182 0s, that sort of era. But I 
just looked at its face, which 
I presumed was a man, and it 
was just literally staring. 
Then we both looked again and 
it was gone." 

[Investigator] "So you saw 
his face as well?" 

JB - "For a split second his 
face, yes. And to me it looked 
like he had got some kind of a 
cravat on, and a waistcoat. It 
looked like something out of 
Dickens' day. But I looked 
again and tried to focus and 
it was gone." 

RW - "All I saw was a 'V' on 
his chest, I couldn't say it 
was a waistcoat. It was light 
clothing, I could see it in the 
moonlight ... " 

Neither of the two witnesses 
could account in any way for 
what they had observed, and 
after considerable local enqu­
iries we were unable to find 
any logical explanation. There 
are no records of similar 
reports in the same area in 
the past, and there was cert­
ainly no graveyard or anything 
of that Kind upon the site. 
However, we did ascertain that 
the Pearoyd Lane area has a 
local reputation as a weird 
place, and that a recluse who 
lives in a house on the 
hillside had at around the 
same time reported seeing a 
similar group of what looked 
like small children dancing 
around electricity pylons and a 
workman's caravan in the middle 
of the night. 

The possibility of children 
from Stocksbridge or nearby 
villages climbing in pitch 
darkness onto the dangerous 
and unfinished road appears 
unlikely, and is not accepted 
by the witnesses. After the 
appearance of the report in 
the local press, hordes of 
teenagers and curiosity­
seekers descended on the area 
from surrounding towns and 
held nightly vigils on the 
windswept hillside, but nothing 
further was reported. 

PC Walton told us that "we've 
had a lot of people come for­
ward who have seen things. 
They've only come forward 
because somebody else as 
they say has admitted it. 
Some people have seen some­
thing like a monk flying about. 
He's been seen as far and wide 
as Finkle Street, towards 
Wort ley, all up and around 
there". PC Walton also added 
that "A few years ago when I 
was at Ecclesfield, most of the 
lads I used to work with there 
have seen strange lights over 
Greno Woods. A lot of people 
here, nightwatchmen and guards 
at British Tissues have seen 
them coming over Wharncliffe 
Woods. We don't even make a 
record in the logs [asJ our 
people see so many weird 
things on the night patrol that 
it's not worth it". 
As well as the sightings of 
'apparitions', another police 
contact informed us that in 
about the same week as these 



reports, two officers on patrol 
at Lodge Moor, a remote area 
on the western outskirts of 
Sheffield, had observed a group 
of brilliant lights moving at 
low level in the area of the 
Redmires Reservoirs. Despite 
making diligent enquiries we 
were unable to trace these 
witnesses and thus this story 
must remain anecdotal. 

More interesting is the story 
of a motorist from Manchester 
investigated by Peter Hough of 
MUFORA; his experience took 
place on the night of 19th 
September, one week after the 
sightings at Pearoyd Lane. He 
reported seeing, whilst driving 
past Langsett Wood on the 
moors outside Stocksbridge, a 
cluster of powerful red and 
white pulsating lights which 
appeared to be attached to a 
circular object apparently 
hovering fifty feet from the 
ground amidst a plantation of 
fir trees. This sighting is 
still under investigation. 

generally supposed to live 
underground, and to come forth 
on moonlit nights, to dance in 
circles in grassy fields. As 
aerial beings they could fly 
and move about in the air at 
will". MUFOB in 19766 carried a 
story from the Hull Daily Mail 
which described the weird 
experience of one PC David 
Swift who saw whilst on patrol 
in the early hours of an 
August morning in East Hull "a 
[strange] bank of fog" on 
playing fields near Stonebridge 
Avenue. Upon investigating 
further "the mist revealea 
three dancing figures who he 
at first thought to be drunks 
playing around. As he got 
nearer they all disappeared 
into air leaving a shaken 
police officer behind them". 
One of the figures was descri­
bed as "a man dressed in a 
sleeveless jerkin, with tight­
fitting trousers, while the 
other two were women wearing 
bonnets, shawls and white 
dresses. All appeared to be 
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The fast-growing UFO mytho logy is the 

most extensive and inf luentia l 

paranorma l be� i_e f  _sy�t�e .rp . 

at work in modern cu lture 
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Eddie Bullard4 writes that 
folklore and UFO lore share the 
same sort of evidence; in both 
cases it "is overwhelmingly 
anecdotal... [with] the veroal 
testimony of narrators descri­
bing extraordinary occurren­
ces". The fast-growing UFO 
mythology is undoubtedly the 
most extensive and influential 
paranormal belief system at 
work in modern culture, comp­
arable to the complex belief 
system of the fairy otherworld 
in the Celtic countries of 
western Europe. In the Stocks­
bridge case above, common 
folklore motifs can be ident­
ified in the eyewitness testi­
mony, such as the ring of 
dancing fairies who disappear 
into thin air, as well as the 
assumption that a ghost has 
appeared due to the disturb­
ance of a burial ground <even 
though one never existed). 

In the Welsh countryside the 
'Tylwyth Teg' were once regard­
ed as a race of spirits who 
"farming a ring, would dance 
and sing out on the mountain­
sides", but disappear into thin 
air when approached. According 
to W Y Evans-Wentz5 "they were 

dancing around a non-existent 
maypole as they each had an 
arm raised. " 

In his work on folklore entit­
ies 'Tales of North Wales', Ken 
Radford7 tells of a similar 
story of a . ring of dancing 
figures which Shares motifs 
with the sightings at Stocks­
bridge, which took place at 
Bodfari, a village beside Offa's 
Dyke in the old county of 
Denbighshire, in the late 18th 
century: 

"One afternoon in summer some 
children were playing in a 
field nearby called Cae Caled 
[when] they saw several misty 
shapes dancing together under 
a tree. The dancers were no 
taller than the children 
themselves. To the sound of 
strange music they whirled and 
reeled. They had long flaxen 
hair and their clothes were 
scarlet flecked with gold. For 
a while the children watched in 
wonder. Then as the dancers 
moved nearer, they became 
afraid and ran towards the 
fence. The last to reach the 
stile was a young boy who 
turned to see one of the 

7 
strange folk close behind. The 
face was grim with piercing 
eyes; quite the most unusual 
complexion he had ever seen. 
The boy just managed to 
scramble over the stile as his 
pursuer reached out to seize 
him." 

Ufologists, like folklorists, 
compare texts for patterns �nd 
similarities, for instance in 
regards to the abduction 
experience, but too often con­
clude that because these 
similarities exist they must 
provide evidence f ot the 
objective reality of such 
reports. Folklorists, such as 
Eddie Bullard, would point out 
that "every UFO report claims 
to describe a real event, but 
truth and fiction, reality and 
belief are indistinguishable in 
[such] narratives". The Stocks­
bridge report was interpreted 
by tbe police and the press in 
terms of ghost lore due to the 
particular circumstances under 
which it occurred; in another 
context, the humanoid figure 
observed by the two pol.ice 
officers could just as easily 
have become a 'UFO occupant'. 

As to the objective reality of 
trre ·"'exper-iences detailed above, 
perhaps the most interesting 
and significant statement made 
by PC Walton relates to the 
scene of the events at Pearoyd 
Lane: "We were sat directly 
below a big radio mast where 
we were; there's all kinds of 
energy around there. If I'd 
been there alone I would have 
put it down to me scaring 
myself, but the two things 
that concerned me was the 
feeling I had, and the fact 
that John and I saw it at the 
same time. How on earth it got 
from one side of the car to 
the other in a split second I 
don't know." 101 
DDDDDDDDODOODDODDDODOODDODDDDODDODDDDDODO 
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Whatever Ralph Noyes is skilled 
at it is not using dictionar­
ies! Although he looked at 
several dictionaries he quotes 
only the Concise Oxford Dict­
ionary and then not the latest 
edition. If he had looked at 
the 1978 Concise he would have 
found an additional and imp­
ortant definition, viz. 'widely 
held but unjustified idea of 
the effects or nature of a 
thing'. If he had looked at 
Chambers's Twentieth Century 
Dictionary he would have found, 
inter alia, the same idea: 'a 
deep-rooted but unfounded 
general belief'. This seems to 
5e the sense in which we are 
using the word 'superstition' 
in this journal. Nevertheless, 
Noyes abandons the dictionaries 
and invents his own definition, 
'persistence in a belief in the 
face of contrary evidence'. 

The difference between Noyes's 
definition and that of the 
dictionaries is profound. In 
the first place the diction­
aries claim that the belief has 
to be widespread. Noyes allows 
a single person to hold a 
superstitious belief! The 
ancients who held that the 
world was flat were superstit­
ious but if a modern person 
holds that belief he is merely 
being perverse. Astrology 
always was <and is) superstit­
ious. In short, Noyes's defin-. 
ition takes no account of the 
extent to which a belief is 
held. The convict ion by a 
persistent smoker that he is 
not damaging his <or others) 
health is not a superstition; 
it is just a refusal to face 
facts. On the other hand, the 
widespread belief that a mon­
ster lives in Loch Ness is a 

superstition. But in the latter 
case where is the 'contrary 
evidence'? There is just no 
evidence for Nessie and Noyes' 
definition has nothing to work 
on. 

Then Noyes's definition 
requires there to be 'evidence', 
and moreover that it should be 
seen to be 'contrary'. The 
problem here is that one per­
son's contradiction is another's 
confirmation! Evidence is in 
the eye of the beholder! Nessie 
buffs see the results from 
various explorations at Loch 
Ness as evidence for the 
existence of nessie. Sceptics 
like me claim that whatever 
they have got is is not 
evidence for Nessie. They have 
misinterpreted the data as 
evidence. Consequently Noyes's 
definition will stumble over 
this question of evidence. 

the problem of defining 'super­
stition' is the inverse of the 
problem of defining 'science', a 
matter that has troubled phil­
osophers of science for a long 
time. It is now fairly 
generally agreed that science 
consists of a set of beliefs, 
not a set of facts. Facts are 
just not available, or in other 
words, 'truth' is unknown. What 
science does is to adopt bel­
iefs about truth knowing that 
the beliefs are not absolutely 
correct. A scientist's problem 
then is to determine which of 
various beliefs is closer to 
the truth. In some cases he 
has to accept that he will 
never know the truth and must 
operate with an approximation, 
or a model with which he can 
work. Newton's laws of gravity 
are a simple model of gravity, 

on the basis that it is a 
force. Einstein's model of 
gravity has no forces, instead 
it is a field effect. Modern 
ideas suggest that gravity 
acts via particles called 
gravitons. Scientists do not 
ask themselves which of these 
is correct; they ask which will 
take us furthest in our ex­
ploration of the universe. 

For the above reasons I define 
science as 'a set of beliefs 
justified by reason and 
experience'. They may be just i­
fied today but not tomorrow. 
There must be a good reason 
for the belief and the 
experience of scientists must 
agree with the belief. 
Conversely I define superstit­
ion as 'a belief not justified 
by reason or experience'. The 
symmetry of these two definit­
ions is very satisfactory and 
helps to determine whether or 
not a particular belief is or 
is not a superstition. 

CSICOP is certainly correct in 
claiming that belief in psycho­
kinesis is a superstition; it is 
unreasonable and there is no 
accepted evidence for it. 
Noyes's claim that there is 
1overwhelming' evidence is pre­
posterous and the Journal of 
Scientific Exploration is 
hardly a reputable journal <its 
editors are people who all 
accept the existence of one or 
more anomalous phenomena). 
Similarly, belief in UFOs is a 
space-age superstition; it is 
both unreasonable and at odds 
with the experience of the 
scientific community. Where is 
the 'contrary evidence' that a 
UFO buff is refusing to face 
in his persistence? He would 
point to mountains of what he 
regards as confirmatory 'evid­
ence' on which his belief is 
based. Noyes's mistake is to 
regard ev1dence as unequivocal 
and science as a set of known 
laws <'the laws of nature'). 

Every observation is open to 
more than one interpretation 
and here are no laws other 
than those we invent from time 
to time. Because we shall never 
truly understand the operation 
of the universe it is all the 
more important hat we can 
distinguish between justified 
and unjustified beliefs, 
between science and superstit­
ion. One will take us forward, 
the other backwards. It is of 
concern that Noyes does not 
know whether he is coming or 
going. DID 



MARKET RESEARCH 

Dear John Rimmer 

I can only respond to your 
'free market ufology' editorial 
< Magonia 31 ) as eai tor of the 
MUFON UFO Journal, where I 
share some, but not all, 
responsibility for its contents. 
As sometimes happens, events 
render. some articles mostly or 
merely moot almost as they see 
the light of day. I'm not 
presumptious enough to say 
which is the case, indeed if 
either, in terms of free market 
ufology, but I would like to 
make a few comments at any 
rate. 

Firstly, the December issue of 
the Journal carries a lengthy 
criticism of Gulf Breeze by 
former Journal editor Richard 
Hall and Dr Willy Smith. 
Secondly, it should be pointed 
out that as regard 'official' 
adoption or organisational 
stances, the differences 
between those of CUFOS and 
MUFON on Gulf Breeze seem 
likely to loom as large <and 
perhaps as virulent> as those 
you relate between YUFOS and 
IUN in the UK over two contro­
versial cases. Thirdly, Gulf 
Breeze has not quite managed 
to put MJ-12 completely in the 
shade: the January number of 
MUFON UFO Journal has an 
article on the latter by 
William Moore. 

Forthly, there is the matter of 
the free market itself. While 
true that MUFON far outstrips 
CUFOS in terms of field invest­
igators, say, the subscription 
lists of the two are about 
equal, as I understand. If 
MUFON is more successful in 

other areas what can be said 
about markets and free enter­
prise but the obvious? Not all 
monopolies are the result of 
paranoidly conceived conspira­
cies; some are the result of 
success, i.e., Thatcher-Reagan­
vaunted market and economic 
forces. As editor of the 
Journal I try to have my own 
ufological axes ground by 
!dependent third parties and 
publish the results according­
ly. This frequently means I am 
damned by both side of any 
issue, but so be it. 

The recent submersion of APRO, 
as another example, can hardly 
be attributed to actions on 
the behalf of MUFON, CUFOS, or 
FUFOR, or any of a number of 
lesser organisations. Ditto the 
earlier demise of NICAP from 
within. As for political in­
fighting and control struggles 
based on personalities, not to 
mention normal differences of 
opinion and approach, hat is 
surely as Mullah Nasruddin 
once observed, another matter 
entirely. Any suggestions? 

Sincerely 
Dennis Stacy, Editor, MUFON UFO 
Journal. 
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phenomenon. Too many people 
reject Klass with a knee-jerk 
response, even without reading 
what he has to say. On the 
other hand, to "endorse every 
word he writes" and overlook 
the many things he leaves 
unsaid means that Evans's 
review oversimplifies the 
abduction problem. 

Klass rightly cautions that 
hypnosis is a tool fraught 
with uncertainties. All experts 
agree that subjects become 
more suggestible, and abduction 
by confabulation is a serious 
risk in the usual American way 
of investigating such claims. 
What Klass ignores is the fact 
that one-fourth or more of all 
cases come to light without 
use of hypnosis. Many abduct­
ees who undergo hypnosis 
recall significant portions of 
their alleged experiences 
without hypnotic assistance. 
Although Bud Hopkins has no 
formal training in the tech­
nique, professionals with an :­
awareness of the dangers of�-· 
confabulation carried out the 
hynosis in most of the cases 
he has discussed. Not everyone ._ 
who comes to Hopkins bearing . . '1! . 
the symptoms of an abduct ion 

·proves to be an abductee, even 
with the help of hypnosis. 
These facts call into question 
and direct cause-and-effect 
relationship between hypnosis 
and abduction reports. 

More challenging still is the 
fact that abauctions are pretty 
much alike in form and content, 
with or without hypnosis. the 
reliable cases on record are 
characterised by a consistent 
sequence of episodes and re­
currence of details, some of 
them quite obscure. A curious 
adherence to pattern disting­
uishes these reports. They 
show little of the creative 
variation of folk narratives or 
the personal content of 
fantasies. A psychological or 
sociological explanation for 
abductions must account for 

---------------- these similarities to be DEKLASSIFIED satisfactory, but in Klass's 

Dear John Rimmer, argument they simply do not 
exist. 

I w?uld like. to comment on the Klass suggests that personal­revlew 
. 

by H1lary Evans of UFO ity differences in investigat­�bductlons: a dangeror:s game ors influence the stories to�d 1n the November 1 g88 1ssue of by abductees. His evidence 1s 
Magonia. the way that Leo Sprinkle 

the ufological finds kindly aliens while Evans 
i 

does 
servl·ce when he Hopkins finds only unpleasant commun ty a ones, but in th1s case his points out that- Philip J. Klass humour is more on target than offers some worthwhile 

0
a�g his facts. After all, Sprinkle trenchant criticisms of the investigated the Casey County 
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abduction, which contains 
perhaps the worst litany of 
torture and terror in the 
literature, and Hopkins the 
tender reunion of Kathie Davis 
with her lost child. 

Both Klass and Evans cite the 
importance of Alvin Lawson's 
experiments with hypnotised 
non-abductees. In fact these 
experiemnts demonstrate once 
again the pitfalls of selective 
emphasis. Willy Smith pointed 
out in the pages of Magonia 6, 
1981, that the types of beings 
reported in these experiments 
varied greatly, and such a 
menagerie corresponded more 
closely to a chance ditribution 
than to the reports of actual 
abductees. Anyone prompted to 
imagine a UFO abduct ion should 
be able to describe a few 
comparable details at some 
level of generalisation as the 
experimental subjects do. These 
successes look impressive in 
isolation, but the overall 
comparison between real and 
imaginary abduction narratives 
is not very persuasive. 

In sum, Klass pinpoints many of 
the potential weaknesses in 
the abduction evidence. When 
examined with some care, the 
evidence shows that those 
potentials go unrealised. 
Hypnosis seems less culpable 
than he suggests, and major 
abduction investigators more 
circumspect than he allows. 
Even though Klass's attack 
fails, is cause is not neces­
sarily lost. Abductions may 
well be subjective experiences 
of some sort. Jenny Randles 
bedevils the objective hypoth­
esis more successfully than 
Klass ever does when she finds 
that the beings in British 
abductions are often tall 
humans, not short gray human­
oids. The preference of one 
type for Britain and another 
for America is difficult to 
square with physically real 
abductions. Evans raises an 
equally formidable challenge by 
showing the affinities of 
abduction accounts with avast 
array of supernatural being 
lore. The objective reality of 
abductions is by no means 
assured, but neither is their 
subjectivity a foregone con­
clusion. This phenomenon deser­
ves better than a vague 
gesture in the direction of 
psychology, followed by a 
prematl)re call of 'game over'. 

Thomas E Bullard 
Bloomington, Indiana 

BOUNDARY DEFICIT DEFICIENCIES 

Dear John, 

I've just received MAGONIA 32 
and I fear that I just can't 
agree with the articles I find 
in it, especially those by 
Kottmeyer and Russo/Grassino. 
They give me the impression of 
armchair pontificating-at-a­
distance about cases they've 
never investigated. Granted 
that Strieber is a real weirdo, 
no other abductee is known to 
me to fit Kottmeyer's 
boundary-deficit scenario. At 
least one, I am certain, does 
not - myself. I do not have 
nightmares or hypnopompic 
hallucinations, do not lose 
track of the boundaries 
between sleep and wakefulness, 
or any of the other things he 
asserts are common to us all. 
Much more seriously though, 
the hypothesis just cannot 
account for the abduction 
phenomenon as we know it over 
here. There are cases where 
abductees are missed 
immediately, and are extensive­
ly searched for, by police or 
the military, etc., but not 
located. then they may suddenly 
reappear perhaps in a spot 
where the searchers ahave just 
failed to find them, or perhaps 
miles away with no visible 
means of transport, and 
perhaps with a fresh, deep cut 
on the back of the leg. These 
have been going on for a long 
time, involving very small 
children, servicemen, etc. Where 
were they? If they were just 
standing somewhere in a 
trance, hallucination, why 
weren't they found? The wounds 
are fresh and still bleeding -
it's not just a question of 
someone forgettins;t the origins 
of an old scar! How would 
Kottmeyer address these cases? 

Russo and Grassino seem to 
think that Americans 'have 
somehow been so daft as to 
'resort' to abduct ions, crashes, 
etc. Quite the contrary; these 
are the reports the witnesses 
themselves are bringing to us. 
What would they have us do 
with them? Ignore them? What 
do they mean, no evidence? ·The 
reality fo a government cover­
up is quite thoroughly 
documented, and I do not see 
how it can be denied. there are 
not only the inexplicable <in 
spite of Klass) ground traces, 
but traces on the bodies and 
clothing of abductees that 
defy analysis, and, very 
dramatically, the implants 
themselves, which are 

transparent to X-rays but have 
been detected by sophisticated 
NMRI scans. Uniformly they are 
in places where it would be 
extremely dangerous to access 
them surgically - adjacent to 
the optic nerve, for instance -
so as yet none have been 
retrieved. Should this ever 
happen we should have a much 
better idea of what is going 
on. And though I mentioed it in 
my review of Jenny Randles 
Abduction, let me repeat that 
real abductees are simply not 
responsive to leading questions 
under hypnosis. I'd like to 
know how these three authors 
would respond to these points. 

Sincerely 
'Dary 1 Go llins' 

Over to you, Kat tmeyer, Russo 
and Grassin·a. 

JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT 
IT WAS SAVE TO FORGET ABOUT 

MIRAGES AGAIN 

Dear Sir 

You indicate that the discus­
sion of mirages is closed, but 
before I have had an oppor­
tunity to defend myself 
against the attack by Robert 
Scheaffer. Surely I am entitled 
to the right of reply?• 

The recieved wisdom, which 
Scheaffer repeats, is that 
stars and planets cannot be 
seen in daylight <except at 
twilight or when the sun is 
near the horizon ). But I 
propose that a mirage makes 
them visible! Scheaffer ignores 
this and seems to know nothing 
about mirages. His notion that 
the surface brightness of a 
mirage of a star must be less 
than that of the star ignores 
any focussing, to say nothing 
of Raman brightening. 

Ex-President Jimmy Carter did 
not recall the exact date of 
his 'UFO' sighting <contrary to 
Scheffer's claim) but Scheaffer 
later established that it was 
6th January 1969. I have taken 
Leary to be at 31•N 84•.5W 
andthe time of the incident 
0015 UT <7 Jan at Greenwich). 
Using these data calculations 
shows that Altair <aAql> was 
at an altitude of 6• on an 
azimuth of 2 77•. Although 
Carter stated that the object 
he saw was 30* above the 
horizon his sketch showed is 
about 10*. Observers often 
exaggerate altitude by a 
factor of two or three. While 
Venus was at an altitude of 



2 5  ° it was in the SW;  Cart er's 
UFO was in 't he wes t ' .  He 
reported t he object to be as 
b ig as the moon, w i t h  
variat ions in size. N o t  only 
that but it changed in 
brigh t ness and co lour ,  be ing 
' b l u i 3 h  a t  f ir s t ,  t h en r edd is h ' . 
T h e s e  ch .�r.ges in br igh t r.e s :3 
p r o b a b ly a c c oun t ed for h is 
impres s ion t h a t  it repea t ed ly 
came t owards h im, once on ly 
300 met res away. Fin a l ly it 
disappe a r ed int o  t he d is t ance. 
Th is behaviour is not 
cons is t en t  with t h e  behaviour 
of Venus at 2 5 ° a lt it ude. 
However i t is cons is t en t  w i t h  
a m irage o f  a s t ar at low 
alt i t ude,  par t icu lar ly a b lue 
star l ike A la t a ir .  

I h a v e  not 'failed t o  not ice' 
any t h ing in respect of Bet t y  
Hill's UF O  report and I d o  not 
deny that a t  some poin t  she 
may have mist aken Jupi t er for 
a UFO. However Jup i t er could 
not have been the object which 
la t er f r ight ened them and 
hovered in front o f  their car. 
I sugges t that it was Anat res,  
but w it hout precise t ime, 
loc a t ionand a z imut h  I cannot be 
sure. 

Gill's 'UFO ' 'came down'  t owards 
h im ,  g iv ing off a predom inan t ly 
blue l ight at about the t ime 
Sir ius <a blue star ) set in t he 
WSW. Ven us was at an alt i t ude 
of 3 7 °  is the WNW. Because 
Gill's descript ion is cons is tent 
wit h a m irage I conclude that  
the source mus t ahve been 
Sir ius. 

The case for Cap t . Man t e l l's 
UFO being a Skyhook ba l loon 
has no t been 'we l l  enough 
es t ab lished�; no one has been 
able to f ind any record of t he 
release o f  such a ba lloon on 
the day in ques t ion and the 
fact t ha t  the object rema ined 
re lat ive ly s t a t ionary is 
incon s is t en t  w i t h  t he ba lloon 
hypot hesis.  For t h is la t t er 
reason t he USAF conc luded that 
the object was Venus, but 
Venus was in t h e  wrong 
d irec t ion . Man t e ll  was head ing 
in t he d irect ion of Jup i t er 
<2 2 0 ° ) . 

Schea f fer's d ismissa l o f  my 
exp lana t ion for the New 
Zea land 'UFO ' f i lmed in 
December 1 9 78 shows h is 
ignor ance o f  t he Novaya Zem lya 
er fec t , which I ment ioned in my 
art i c le .  Ven us was on ly 8 °  
below t he observer ' s  hor izon. 

I t  is no t t rue t h a t  mirages 
are ne ver seen more t han h a l f  

a degree a bove t he hor izon. 
W i t h  a hor izon t a l  t h ermoc lyne 
the angle can hardly exceed 1 ° ,  
but  w i t h a curved t hermoc lyne 
t he ang le can be much g re a t er .  

Anyone who t h inks M innaer t 's 
book 'a u t ho r i t a t i v e '  is eas i ly 
impressed a.n d  ignoran t o f  t he 
comp lex it y wh ich m irages can 
d isplay.  M innae r t  ' s t rea t men t 
is super f icia l .  Schea f fer calls 
me irrespon s ib le,  ignoran t ,  
careless and a 'would- be 
skep t ic ' ! He a lso t h inks t ha t  I 
will  brin g  discred i t  t o  t h e  
'honourable [ s ic ]  <S.  Campbell's 
[ s ic] ,  Ed. ) name of ske p t  ic ism'.  
Well,  it's t oo lat e !  I'm a lready 
a scept ic and s cep t ic ism has 
a lready been d is cred i t ed <by 
Schea f fer,  K lass and Oberg, who 
jump to t he f ir s t  ava i lable 
scept ica l expla n a t ion and 
refuse t o  rev ise t he ir 
opin ion s ).  

I note <w ith amusemen t ) Ral ph 
Noyes's recen t d is covery o f  t he 
lit erat ure on b a l l  ligh t n ing. 
There are indeed paralle ls witn 
UFO report s ,  w i t h  t h e  except ion 
that s c ience acce p t s  b a l l  
ligh t n ing b u t  rejec t s  UFOs ! A t  
least I a m  cons ist en t  in po int ­
ing out that a l l  we possess o f  
e ither are repor t s. Noyes ni 1ght 
have ment ioned my rebu t t a l  <of 
Stenho f f' s  v is c ious [ s ic] <my 
[ s ic] , Ed. ) personal at t a c k )  in 
New Scien t is t  of 1 0  March 
1 988.  

S ince I was born in B irm ingham 
it can be argued t h a t  I am not 
a Scot ! 

Yours f a it h fu lly 
St euar t Campbe l l ,  Ed inburgh . 

There is no such thing in 
Bri t ish Common or Sta t u t e  La w 
as a 'Righ t of Reply '. Indeed, 
jus t  such a provision was 
reject ed by Parliamen t a few 
weeks ago. Hotvever your Edi t or 
is prepared t o  allow the pr iv­
ilege of reply to aggrieved 
corresponden t s  provided their 
le t t ers are in teres t ing. This 
correspondence is now de fini t ­
ely closed. 
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1 ·1 
Northern Echoes 
loss of autonomy experienced 
by the sch izophren ic ) .  B lood 
sucking a l iens not only has a 
cult ural echo of b lood sucking 
capitalis t s, but a lso Jew ish 
rit ua l  slaugh t er rumours . There 
a. re echoes of o ld er wit chcra. f t 
fear s ,  and o f  t h e fears t ha t  
'ou r leaders ' are secre t ly 
con t r o lled by in imical foreign 
forces. So ins t ead o f  wise 
leader, t here are t he face less 
grey bureaucr a t s  who govern 
the peopls' lives ac cording to. 
the d ic t a t es o f  'doing . my job.. , 
They are apt symbols of C lark's 
over- int ellect u a l  societ y .  t he 
greys really do va lue equa t i­
ons over people. 

Go ing full c ir c le we can see 
that Leer's charge against t he 
US Government is ident ical t o  
the Islamic fundamen t alist 's 
charge against R ushdie: one of 
us, · who should be our inspirer 
and pro t ector,  has gone over t o  
the demon ic o t her s ide ir. 
exchange for worldly power. I f  
w e  genera lise t he t hemes o f  
bet rayal b y  t he prot ect ors ,  
wh ich l ies a t  t he heart of t h e  
W i t ch Hun t , w e  can add in t h e  
rumours , fears and accusat ions 
made by both s ides in t h e  
C leveland d ispute.  

The symbol o f  t he grey mean ies 
is one of cons t an t  repet it ion 
of dehuman ised over rat iona l­
isat ion: large head , nonexis t en t  
generat ive and d igest ive org­
ans, comparisons to rep t i les 
and insect s ,  ina b il it y t o  
n ur t ure, lack o f  compas s ion,  
t reatment o f  peop le as t h ings,  
lack of ind ividuality and h ive­
l ike existence. These are · a l l  
symbols o f  t he mechanised 
mass- world, mach ines on fee t ,  
the spirits o f  moderni t y  made 
f lesh . 101 
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HEURGER, H i c he l  <w i t h  C l aude 
Gagnon > .  L oke 11onst er 
Trodi t i  ons,· a cross-cui t urai 
ano iysis. Fort ean Tomes ,  1 989 ,  
£ 1 2 . 95 .  

P i er r e  Bedard l i ves on  t he 
shores  of Lake S t  F r anc o i s, i n  
Quebec .  H e  be l i eves t he r e  are  
t wo monste r s  i n  t he l ake  - one 
wh i c h has a sca l y  back and s i x  
o r  seven f i ns and one w i t h  a 
smoot h b l ack  back ,  at l east  20 
feet l ong.  H i s  fat her , P h i l i pe 
Beda r d, saw t he smoo t h  back 
once and desc r i bed it  as  a 
' dead t r ee '  t hat  ' t ransformed 
into a f i sh ' . 

Anot her  w i t ness, lou i s­
Ph i l i ppe Roy, t h i nk s  the  St  
F r anc o i se monst e r  i s  a g i ant 
stur geon. Henr i -lou i s  Gau l i n 
desc r i bes i t  as ' l i ke  a sub­
mar i ne ' , but Toussa i nt Dost i e  
d i sagr ees: ' I t ' s a l i t t l e  l i ke  
a c r o c od i l e , ' he says.  

E W S 

H i che l Heur ger pr i n t s  a t a b l e  
show i n g  t he var i et y  o f  forms 
r epor ted f r om Lac St F r anco i s . 
At l east four sort s  of mons t e r  
seem t o  be  i nvo l ved - t h e  ' b i g  
f i sh ' , t he ' horse-head' , t he 
' l i v i n g  l og '  and a boat - l i k e  
c reature .  lake St  Franc o i s  i s  
2 1  m i l es l ongi lake Hephrem­
a gog,  to t he south, i s  32 
m i l es l ong and seems ·tu  be  
i nhab i t ed by f i ve d i ffer ent 
monsters .  Heur ger  not es:  
' G i ven the  appet i t e  at t r i buted 
t o  t h i s  a n i ma l . . .  d i fferent  
spec i es of  predator  as l arge  
as  t hese  cou l d  no co-ex i s t  in  
one  l ake . ' 

A c ryptozoo l og i st mi ght  sug­
gest t ha t  w i t nesses wer e  
desc r i b i ng  t he same phenomenon 
in d i fferent words. T h i s  i s  
prec i se l y  Heurger ' s po i n t .  H i s  
book i s  a bout t he way t hat 
r ec e i ved not ions,  t he c u l t ur a l 
back ground of t he w i t ness ,  and 

t he l i mi tat i ons of h i s  voca b­
u l ary  comb ine t o  c o l our  per ­
cept i on.  A s  such ,  L ake 11onst er 
Tradi t i ons i s  of v i ta l  
i nterest not on l y  t o  c r ypto­
z oo l o g i sts but a l so t o  readers 
of Hogon io and i ndeed t o  every 
st udent of Fort ean phenomena .  

T he aut hor is  dea l i ng w i t h  a 
comp l ex and unquant i f i a b l e  
sub j ec t ,  and a s  suc h  h i s  book 
is not an easy read. The f i r st  
and l ongest c hapter - wh i c h  
f o l l ows a n  i nt roduc t i on per ­
haps unfor tunat e l y  subt i t l ed 
' T he or i g i ns of fac t i c i t y' -
reports  t he resu l t  of f i e l d 
tr i ps to Quebec o i s  and 
Amer i can l akes .  11eur ge r  and 
h i s  c o l l eague C l aud Gagnon 
uncover a d i ve r s i t y  of  
account s t hat must sure l y  
d i scomfort  hard l i n e  crypt oz o ­
o l og i st s  - can  anyone be l i ev e  
t hat  r e a l  mons t ers ,  e v e n  i n  
t he r e l at i ve l y  accept ab l e  form 
of g i ant f i sh ,  e x i st in  more 
t han t wenty Quebec l akes? 

later  chapt e r s  go a l on g  way 
t owards exp l a i n i n g  t h i s  
phenomenon. Heur ger  exami nes  
l ake  monst er t ra d i  l i ons i n  
Europe,  mi xes i n  a l i t t l e  
f o l k  l ore ,  and suggest s t ha t  
contact  "i  t h  t he Amer i can  
I nd i ans' own r i c h  myt h o l ogy  o f  
ser pent and sac r ed l ake  he l pe d  
t o  generate  t he s o r t  o f  
' myt h i c  l andscape '  i n  wh i c h  
modern-day l ak e  monst e r  
reports  cou l d  f l our i sh .  

By exami n i ng t a l es of bott om­
l ess l akes  and secret  con­
nec t i ng channe l s , Heur ger i s  
a b l e  t o  put monst er repo r t s  i n  
t he i r  c u l tura l c onte x t .  
' C ryptozoo l o g i s t s  w i l l  a l ways 
fa i l '  he  wr i t es,  ' because t hey  
t r y  t o  exp l a i n  a genera l  myt h  
i n  l oc a l  terms .  A l l t hey c an 
catch  are  .st unn i ng waves and 
huge sturgeons, wh i e h  so l ve 
on l y  why t he l egends have 
f i xed on a par t i cu l a r  l ak e ,  
b u t  not t he par t i cu l ar f o r m  of  
t he l egend . . .  monst e r s  and  the  
myt h i c a l  l andscape a r e  t rans­
formed i nto  specu l at i ons .  Eac h 
he l ps t he other :  t he mons t e r ,  
be i ng t he mo s t  d i scussed,  
r e i nforces t he myt h i c a l  l and­
scape and p l ays t he ro l e  of an 
har b i nger of probab i l i ly i  t he 
myt h i c a l  l andscape,  i n  turn ,  
he l ps t he be l i ef in  t he 
monster to w i t hst and t he 
d i s i l l us i ons of the  sear c h . ' 

L oke 11onst er Tradi t ions i s  t he 
f i rst  t ru l y  ' t hree-d i mens i on­
a l '  l ake  monster  book . It put s  
f l esh  o n  t he bare  bones of 
Campbe l l ' s  m i rage  hypot hes i s  

and B i nn ' s poor l y  repor ted 
otter  and deer and i s  a lll.lch  
r i cher ,  more reward i ng work 
t han t hose of e i ther  of t he 
ear l i er  scept i c s .  11eur ger i s  
mo r e  i nc l i ned to  ce l ebrate 
human i mag i nal  i on t han he is  
to t u t - t u t  a t  human c r edu l i t y ,  
and h i s  r i c h l y  i l l us t r ated 
book rank s among t he very  bes t 
ever wr i t ten on anoma l ous 
phenomena.  !like Oosh 

NEELEY Jnr .  , Robert  G. , The 
A irship Chron i c l e,  and fJFOs of 
1896- 18'17: The A i rship lfaYe1 
Fund For UFO Research, 11ount 
Ra i n  i er 1 U.  S. A. 1 1 9881 UO. 00 
and $50. 00. 

These two report s, wh i c h  are 
263 and 324  pages l ong respec­
t i ve l y , supp l y  t he very best 
study of t he Amer i can 1 896-97  
phantom a i rsh i p  scare .  A great 
dea l  of specu l a t i on has surr­
ounded t h i s  scare and  has 
he l ped bo l st e r  a l l t ypes of 
t heor i es a bout UFOs in gener­
a l .  Unfortunat e l y , few wr i t ers  
have bot hered t o  conduct or i g­
i n a l  r esearch  i n t o  t he mat t er .  

T homas Bu l l ar d '  s The Airship 
fi l e  pro v i ded researchers  wi t h  
a vast amount of t ransc r i pt ­
i ons f r o m  t he newspapers o f  
t he per i od, now Nee l ey ' s 
stud i es t r y  to make  sense of 
t h i s  raw mat e r i a l .  The 
Chronicle  is a c hrono l og i ca l l y  
arr anged cat a l ogue of  t he ma i n  
bu l k  o f  t he reports  and t he 
ent r i es are very s i mi l ar i n  
format t o  t hat of Peter 
Rogerson ' s I NTCAT study. 

Granv i l l e O l droyd, Dav i d  
C l arke ,  and myse l f  have put 
the  Br i t i sh 1 9 1 2- 1 3  phantom 
a i rs h i p  scare newspaper 
report s  i nt o  t he chrono l og i ca l  
sequence o f  t he s i ght i ngs 
< t h i s  st udy is a l so ava i l ab l e  
f r om t he Fund For UFO 
Researc h > .  As I pr epar ed t h i s  
l became wor r i ed about suc h an 
approach .  A chrono l o g i c a l  
sur vey i s  a l r i ght i f  t here i s  
somet h i ng  obj ect i ve l y  • out 
t here"  but i t  wou l d  be very 
i n t erest i ng to  pr oduc e a cont­
ent  ana l ys i s  of t he press 
dur i ng suc h scares to  show t he 
number and l engt h of newspaper 
i t ems. The reported s i ght i ngs 
a l ways seem to h i t  a few 
max i llllm peak s and then s l ow l y  
w i nd down . l suspect that 
newspaper reports  h i t  even 
h i gher peaks in terms of 
number and l engt h of i t ems and 
t hen rap i d l y d i sappear from 
t he front page to t he i ns i de 
pages. Suc h  a st udy wou l d  be 



ab l e  to cons i der t he r o l e  of 
t he newspaper med i um in t he 
generat i on and per petuat i on of  
suc h scar es.  

The sec ond par t  of Nee l e y ' s 
st udy i s  a mor e  c ons i de r ed 
l ook at the s care . Th i s  i nc l u ­
des l on g  d i scuss i ons about  C E  
3 hoaxes,  t he stor i es o f  
i n vent o r s ,  and a l ook at  t he 
phys i c a l  ev i denc e,  p l us a 
rev i ew of For t ean stor i es i n  
the newspapers  o f  t h e  per i od, 
l i st i ngs of cases t hat cou l d  
be exp l a i ned i n  terms of 
rwndane phenomena ,  i nsuff i c -
i ent data ,  et c .  

T h i s  i s  a n  exc e l l ent mode l for 
UFO researchers, espec i a l l y  
s i nce � .  935 newspapers were  
rev i ewed t o  comp i l e  these two 
report s !  I n  terms of t i me ,  
money and  effort Nee l ey put 
into  t h i s  work  the pr i c e  for 
t hese reports  is incred i b l y  
c heap. T h e  on l y  fau l t  I have 
wi t h  t h i s  work is t hat many of 
the pages are  bad l y  cop i ed and 
some are  downr i ght unreadab l e !  

G i ven t ha t  t h i s  i s  suc h a huge 
body of work it w i l l  be some 
t i me before Nee l ey '  s work  can 
be fu l l y ut i l i sed and di gest­
ed,  but I am sure it  w i l l  
expl ode t he g l i b  t heor i es and 
s i l L y s t or i es wh i c h  have been 
spread about t h i s  scare .  
Certa i n l y  it  offers a body of  
mater i a l  t hat  shows the  
i ntr i cacy  and  i nvnens i t y of a 
wave t hat makes modern-day UFO 
waves seem l i ke  storms in a 
teacup. Ni gel lfot son 

HANDLES, Jenny, and HOUGH, 
Pet er .  Oeoth by Supernatural 
Causes? Grafton,  1 988. £2. 99 .  

Are the  boggar t s  and grey 
mean i es rea l l y  out to get us? 
Can t he fr i end l y  baby-s i t ter 
set t he baby on f i re wi t h  a 
g l ance? Do psyc h i cs have 
lns i ght i nt o  h i dden ev i l  L urk­
ing under t he pr i m  exter i or of  
the Eng l i sh coun t r ys i de? 
Hand l es and Hough  try to 
answer t hese quest i ons w i t h  
some rest r a i n t .  Top i c s  covered 
inc l ude the  d i sappearance of 
Freder i ck Va l ent i c h ,  t he Ken 
Edwards encount e r ,  t he Ha L ton 
C o l l ege spontaneous human 
combust i on,  t he Zygmund 
Adamsk i story  < a ga i n? ) ,  catt l e  
rwt i l at i ons and t he d i sap­
pearance of Gennet t e  Tale .  

Some of  t hese are  i ndeed 
genu i ne ,  estab l i shed myster i es 
but others ,  such  as Ken 
Edwards '  death  be i ng r e l a t ed 

to see i n g an ent i ty years 
before ,  seem t o  be l ak i ng the  
c o inc i dence game l oo far .  As  
t he aut hors po i nt out , and  I 
c an conf i rm, the  llorr ingt on 
6uordi on f o r  t he day of  t he 
enc ount er  fea t ured  part  t wo o f  
a t hree pa r t  s e r i e s on UFOs.  
C ou l d  t ha t  have  he l ped t r an s ­
f o r m  a pat c h  of m i s t  f r om t he 
Moss i n t o  a g i an t  a l i en? 

The Z y gmunt Adamsk i story  
wou l d  be  L ess o f  a myst e r y  i f  
' i nvest i ga t o r s •  cou l d  get  i t  
i nt o  t he i r  heads that  t her e i s  
a t r ad i t i on i n  mi n i ng areas ,  
sanc t i oned by t he comroon i l y ,  
b u t  st r i c t l y  speak i n g  i l l e ga l ,  
for  out -of-work ,  s t r i k i ng,  
or ot herw i se down on t he i r  
l uck  m iners  t o  scr ape a L i v i n g  
forag i ng c oa l  f rom t i ps .  There  
are  rumour s  t hat  t he po l i c e  
k now exac t l y  what. happened t o  
Gene t t e  late,  whose d i sappear­
ance no sane  person  has  ever  
at t r i bu t ed t o  supernatura l  
c auses,  but are  prevented by 
l ac k  of  ev i dence from c omment ­
i n g pub l i c L y . The c hapte r  on 
c at t l e  mu t i l at i ons seems out 
of  p l ac e  and a b i t  of a mak e­
we i gh t ,  and t oo muc h at tent i on 
i s  pa i d  to t hose who advoca t e  
ufo l o g i c a l  rather t han natu r a l  
c auses suc h  as  scavengers  
l ead i n g  t o  soc i a l  pan i c .  

I f  t h i s  had been a book a bout 
h i st o r i c a l  myster i es of t he 
V i c t or i an per i od I wou l d  not 
have had the  rat he r  queasy 
fee l i n g  I d i d  a bout mak i n g  
ent e r t a i nment - however we l l  
i nt ent i oned - out of suc h 
recent  t r a gedi es as t hat  of 
Jacque l i ne  F i t z s i mmons.  PR 

PERMUTT ,  C yr i l . Phot ograph ing 
The Spiri t Jlorld: imoges from 
beyond t he spect rum. The  
Aquar i an P ress,  1 988, £6 .  99 .  

F l i ck i n g  t hrou gh t h i s  book  you 
c annot he l p  be i n g  fasc i na t ed 
by t he i m4ges of what a r e  
a l l eged t o  be supernorma l 
phot ographs.  Part  of t h i s  
fasc i nat i on i s  cr eated by 
wonder i n g  how on ear t h  anyone 
c ou l d  be foo l ed i n t o  t h i nk i n g  
t hat t hese i mages show any­
t h i ng ot her t han s i mp l e  dou b l e  
exposures,  hoaxes o r  j us t  
i gnorance of process i ng e r r o r s  
or  human g u l l l b i l i t y .  

A good examp L e  of one of t he 
supe r norma l p i c tures t hat can  
be eas i l y  exp l a i ned is  s hown 
on page 1 05 .  T h i s  shows an 
i mage  of  t he Amer i c an t r a i n  
robber ,  B o b  Br own. The supe r ­
norma l  pho t ograph shows a 

por t ra i t  of h i m  wi t h  h i s  eyes 
c l osed, yet the on l y  pub l i shed 
phot ograph of h i m  shows h i m  
w i t h  h i s  eyes open. T h i s  wou l d  
mak e a very good c ase  except 
t ha t  t he sp i r i t  ph�t o gr aph has 
exac l l y t he same pose, l i gh l  · 
i n g  and shadow features ,  t he 
on l y  d i f ferenc e i s  t hat i t  i s  
b l urred  and t he c on t r as t  
b e t  we e n  l i ght  and dark e x a g ­
ger a t ed < t hus c aus i n g  t he eyes 
t o  appear to  be c l osed, or to 
be more prec i se not v i s i b l e  
for  i nspec t i on > .  

Most photographs o f  deceased 
r e l at i ves L ook t oo muc h  L i k e  
o l d  photographs o f  t hem, and 
t hey a l ways tend to  f i t  conve­
n i ent spaces i n  t he negat i ve 
wher e  t hey won •  t over L ap wi t h  
t he ' rea l '  i mage. Thoughto­
graph i c  i mages don ' t seem any 
more conv i nc i ng. The exp l o i ts 
of Ur i Ge L L  er or T ed Ser i ous  
<who used  an  i nt r i gu i ng 
• g i smo•  t o  produce po l aro i d  
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t hought ographs)  hard l y  i nsp i r e  
conf i denc e .  Perllltt t  does a 
good j o b  of rev i ew i ng t he 
deve l opment  of photography and 
the a l most par a l l e l  deve l op­
ment o f  super norma l phot o­
graphy .  Un f o r t unat e l y , he does 
not t ak e  a very cr i t i c a l  
at t i tude t o�ards t he i ma ges he 
reproduces and he cou l d  have 
ment i oned t he saga of t he 
Cot t i ng l ey f a i r y  phot ogr aphs 
and s i m i l ar e p i sodes t hat  
h i gh l i ght t he comp l ex i t i es of  
eva l uat i n g  suc h phot ographs.  
W i t h  the  fasc inat i on w i t h  
a l i en ent i t i es n o  doubt t he 
i ma ges from beyond the  srec­
t rum wi l l  change ent i r e l y  rom 
shrouded f i gur es,  ec t o p l asm i c 
emanat i ons, and . ghost l y  b l u r ­
red i ma ges of  dead r e l at i ves ,  
i nt o  spacemen cover�d in  t i n 
fo i l  su i ts or sa i nt l y  spa c e­
brothers  smi l in g  down from 
some extraterrest r i a l  heaven. 

Nigel lfot son 

TEFFERT,  Daro l d  A. Ext raordinary People,- on exp/-{)rot ion of t he 
savant syndrome. Bant am Press,  1 989 .  £ 1 2 . 95 .  

One of  t he per petua l pro b l ems enc ountered i n  t he front i e r  ar eas 
of  psyc h i c a l  resea r c h, is that of  • how cou l d  t hey have done 
i t? ' . How cou l d, for i ns t ance ,  a med i um m i m i c  perfec t l y  a 
dec eased personj · how c an a past - L i fe regressee remember  odd 
passages  f rom a book j ust  g l anced at yea r s  agoi how can a 
psyc h l c  ut i l i se subt l e  fac i a l  c l ues to guess at the  t houghts of  
ano t her?  

Th i s  book  i s  an exp l ora t i on of  one  facet  of  of  t he h i dden 
r eac hes of the human per sona l i t y, t he savant phenomenon, wh i c h  
a s  t h e  o l d  name - i d i ot-savant - suggests,  i s  concerned w i t h  
i s l ands of  ab i l i t y  i n  an ocean of  sub-norma l func t i on i ng .  Th i s  
may b e  a norma l  t a l ent ,  t he t a l ented savan t ,  o r  i t  may b e  of 
out stand i ng, i ncomprehens i b l e  b r i l l i ance soar i ng up l i k e  a 
mounta i n  a6ove t he wast e l and. 

There  i s  t he mus i ca l  m i m i c r y  of Les l i e  Le!N< e, born aut i st i c , 
b l i nd, pa l s i ed and b r a i n  damaged, who can perfec t l y  r eproduce  a 
tune heard on l y  onc e. t here  i s  E l l en,  b l i nd, hyperact i ve,  who 
a l so has phenomena l mus i c a l  a b i l i t y ,  l i nked to an extrao r d i nary  
c l ock  sense, wh i c h  g i ves  her  t he a b i l i t y  t o  t e l l the  t i me 
accurat e l y  wi t hout a c l oc k .  T here  i s  A l onzo  who scu l pt s  
br i l l i ant l y  from memo r y i  t he c a l endr i c a l  c a l c u l at i ng ab i l i ty of 
t w i ns Char l es and Geor ge, or t he out st and i ng arc h i t e c t u r a l  
draw i ngs of Stephen W i l t s h i re .  

Teffert  not on l y  d i scusses t hese i nd i v i dua l cases ,  but 
sunvnar i ses  t he deve l o pment  of  stud i es of t he savant s i nc e  he 
1 8t h  c entury. He suggest s  many of t he savants  had ear l y  
i nfant i l e aut i sm, a c ond i t i on c ha r ac t er i sed by obsess i ve 
behav i our and ext r eme w i t hdrawa l ,  and suggests that t he i r  
t a l ent i s  l i nked t o  t he ext r eme concent rat i on poss i b l e  for  
t hose who are not  d i st ra c t ed b y  out s i de st i ru l i .  In  other cases  
damage to  one  cer ebra l hemi sphere may l ead t o  compensat ory  
i nc r eased deve l opment of  t he other 1  L ead i ng to  an i nc rease in  
ho l i st i c ,  non- L i n gu i st i c a b i l i t i es ,  i n  cont rast to  an a t r ophy 
of  t he l i ngu i st i c . 

A poss i b i l i ty he fa i l s to cons i de r  i s  whet he r  some of t hese 
peo p l e  have not been soc i a l l y  i nh i b i t ed from expr ess i n g  
a b i l i t i es because t hey  have n o t  l earned t hat  t hey a r e  not 
supposed t o  be a b l e  t o  do t hem. Peter Roger son 
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POLLACK,  Rac he l .  The New 
Tarot;  modern variat i ons of 
anc ient  im6ges. Aquar i an ,  
1 98 9 . f 1 2 . 95  

One of  the  greatest  �xpres­
s i ons of arche t ypa l L magery 
must be  t he c ar ds of  t he tar ot 
dec k .  De v i sed l n  t he ·  1 4 th  
cen t u r y  as eas i l y  r ec o gn i sa b l e  
symbo l s  for a s e r i es o f  c a r d  
games , t he fant ast i c a l  i mages 
of t hese cards have, over t he 
past t wo hundr ed years  ac qu i r­
ed a comp l ex s ymbo l i c over l ay .  
The  or i g i na l  i mages ,  wh i c h  may 
have or i g i na t ed f r om cont emp­
o r a r y  mnemon i c  syst ems suc h as 
t hose desc r i bed by Frances 
Yates,  have been deve l oped and 
exp l o i  l ed by a l ong  l i ne of  
myst i c s  and  occu l t i st s  t o  t he 
extent  t hat  many  of t hem now 
have l i t t l e  i f  anyt h i ng i n  
c ommon w i t h  t he h i stor i c  
des i gns. 

Rac he l Po l l ac k  l ooks at over 
70 modern  tarot  decks ,  
ana l ys ing  t hem f r om h i st ­
or i ca l ,  a r t i st i c  and 
' func t i ona l '  v i ewpo i nts .  She 
d i v i des t hem i n t o  a number of 
grou ps ,  exami n i ng t hose wh i ch 
have been cons t r u c t ed as a 
form of a rt i st i c  express i on ,  
suc h  as Sa l vador Da  l i !  s hmous 
' Un i versa l '  t a r o t ,  as we l l  as 
t hose wh i c h  are i nt ended as an 
express i on of occu l t ,  esoter i c  
and ph i l osoph i c a l  systems. 
There is a sec t i on on tarots  
wh i c h  i l l us t r a t e  t he myt hs and 
L egends of  var i ous  cu l tures ,  
from  Norse  and Ce l t i c ,  t o  

. Nat i ve Amer i can a n d  Haya. 

KDIG OF DISKS 

Of par t i cu l ar i nterest i s  her 
se l ec t i on of  women ' s t ar o t s .  
T h i s  i s  an i nc r eas i ng l y  i mpor ­
t ant facet of t he deve l opment 
of t he modern  esoter i c  c ards.  
The i dea of the  tarot  and i t s 
i magery  has proved pa r t i cu l ar ­
l y  appea l i ng to many  
f em i n i st s, i nc l ud i ng a number 
of  otherw i se scept l c a l  women 
par a ps y c ho l o g i s t s .  I t  i s  not 
i mmed i at e l y  appar ent why t h i s  
shou l d  b e  s o  other  t han  a 
gene r a l  cu l t u r a l  i dent i t y w i t h  
' w i se women'  and ' fo r t une 
t e l l i ng ' , a l t hough I suspec t 
t hat a l so t he gener a l l y  
pos i t i ve i mages  o f  women 
port rayed i n  t he decks  may be 
a factor :  ' st r en g t h '  for  
i nstance i s  t r ad i t i ona l l y 
dep i c t ed as a fema l e  f i gu r e  as 
are the card i n a l  v i r t ues shown 
on t he cards .  · 

Rache l P o l l ack ' s det a i l ed 
c ommenta r y  on t h e  deck s  she 
ana l yses is pert i nent , and she 
does not hes i t at e  t o  c r i t i c i se 
t he poor standard of a r t work  
t hat  ma r s  some ot herw i se we l L  
t hought-out des i gns. Nor does 
she a l l ow a sympa t het i c  
understand i n g  o f  t he esot e r i c  
aspe c t s  o f  t he t a r o t  t o  
o bsc u r e  t h e  more  mundane ( i f  
no L ess i nt r i gu i ng }  h i st o r i c a l  
and c u l t u r a l  back ground. 

The  book i s  l av i s h l y  
i l l ust rated  i n  co l ou r  and 
b l ack  and wh i t e  and w i l l  be  of 
va lue  not on l y  t o  pra c t i t i on­
ers  of t he esoter i c  t a r o t ,  but  
t o  co l l ec t o r s  and card  h i st o r ­
i ans.  John Nimmer 

QVI!Zl\1 OF CUPS 

ROTHI1AN, M i l t on A. A Physic­
ist ' s  6ui de to Skept ic ism. 
Promet heus Books ,  Buffa l o, NY, 
1 988 .  

As a phys i c i s t ,  Rot hman i s  
somewhat a g i tated b y  peop l e  
whose be l i ef s  c ontrad i c t as­
cer t a i nab l e  fac t s ,  and he uses  
h i s  knowl edge o f  phys i c s to  
show how se i enc e proc eeds by 
c onst r uct i n g  mode l s  o f  rea l i t y  
and test i n g  t hem aga i nst ob­
ser vat i ons and exper i ments .  

11ost  of t he book c ons i st s  of  
l uc i d des  er  i pt i ons of some of  
t he bas i c  pr i nc i p l es of phys­
i cs .  There is a l so an exce l ­
l ent append i x  ent i t l ed ' Why 
t h i n gs can ' t go fast er t han 
l i ghf ' wh i c h  summar i ses the  
spec i a l  t heory  of r e l at i v i t y . 
However ,  he i gnores or d i s­
counts c e rt a i n  i n t e r pret a t i ons 
of quantum t heory ,  wh i ch adm i t  
t he poss i b i l i t y  of 9e t t i n g  
around t he l imi t a t i ons l mposed 
by t he ve l oc i t y  of L i gh t ,  but 
in suc h  a way as to avo i d  t he 
obv i ous paradoxes. 

Rot hman c l a i ms t hat  h i s  book 
i s  N ph i l osophy of  sc i ence  as 
underst ood by an expe r i menta l 
phys i c i st ,  wr i t t en for t he 
nonspec i a l i s t - .  We l l , t he 
sc i ence i s  f i ne but t he same 
c annot be sa i d  of t h e  ph i l oso­
phy. P r o b l ems wh i c h  ph i L osoph­
ers have agon i sed over for 
centur i es cause h i m  no bot her 
at a l l .  For i nstance:  • The 
proper  skept i c  is a pragmat­
i st ,  a person whose knowl edge 
i s  based on exper i ence and 
observat i on,  who knows t he 
d i fference bet ween be l i ef and 
knowl edge and remembers wher e  
be l i efs come f r om and how 
knowl edge enters  the mi nd. • 
Now t he d i fference between 
be l i ef and know l edge may be 
obv i ous to  him and t o  h i s  
f e l L ow skept i c s  < and scept i c s, 
t oo, no doubt > but i t  i s  far 
from obv i ous t o  ph i l osophers,  
who devote  a who l e  branch of 
t he i r  subj ect  - e p i stemo l ogy -
to a r gu i n g  about i t .  

Ano t her  i mpor t ant  branch of 
ph i l osophy - et h i c s  - a l so 
causes h i m  no s l ee p l ess 
n i ghts .  He has no  t i me at  a l l  
for t hose �ho have mora l 
qua l ms  about t he pract i ca l  
app l i ca t i ons of cert a L n  r ec ent 
advances i n  b i o l ogy, suc h as 
eas i er abor t i ons,  and genet i c  
eng i nee r i ng o n  humans o r  
an l ma l s . 

Rot hman a ppar ent l y  has no 
concept of  t he i n t erdependence 
of sc i ence,  ph i l osophy and 

t heo l ogy as t hese di  se i p l  i nes 
have deve l oped s i nc e  t he 
Rena i ssance;  he sees sc i ence 
and r e l i g i on as be i ng l ocked 
i n  a conf l i c t  wh i c h rust end 
w i t h  t he t ot a l  t r i umph of 
sc i ence ,  when everybody w i l l  
be s c e pt i c a l .  

There  w i l l  b e  a ' l ega l and 
po l i t i ca l  back l ash ' , t hough.  

W i l l  t here be future G i ordano 
Br unos and Ga l i l eo Ga l i l e i s? 
W i l l  t here be l ync h ings and 
burn i ngs? The answer depends 
on t he degree of hyst er i a  
generated? ' How' s t hat for 
hyster i a  <not  t o  ment i on 
par ano i a ) ?  

T h i s  cou l d  have been a very 
int erest i n g  and wor t hwh i l e  
book i f  on l y  the aut hor knew 
as muc h  about ph i l osophy and 
re l i g i on as he knows about 
phys i cs .  John HBrney 

NOONE, John. The !1tJn Behind 
t he Iron 11Bsk. A l an Sut t on,  
1 988.  £ 1 2 . 95 .  

Not ,  perhaps, a st r i c t l y  
Fortean o r  paranor ma l  t o p i c ,  
b u t  a fasc i nat i n g  h is t or i ca l  
mystery. The story  of t he ' man 
i n  t he i ron ask ' is here 
examined c r i t i c a l l y . I nter­
pre t at i ons are p l aced  i n  
h i st or i ca l  orde r ,  s o  t hat 
fash i ons i n  so l ut i ons are 
h i g h l i ght ed. The aut hor  rej ec­
ts  romant i c  suggest i ons that  
the H I T I M  was a t w i n  of Lou i s  
X I V, t he Duke o f  Honmouth. 
A l so rej e c t ed is t he st andard 
i dent i f i c at i on of ' Eustache 
Oauger ,  va l e t '  as t he M I T I M  
was recorded, w i t h  t he 
rasca l l y  Eustache Dauger de 
Cavoye,  who is shown to have 
had qu i te a separate  fate .  
I nstead Noone p l umps for  
' R i mmer ' s Ax i om' : ' Of a l l 
poss i b l e  so l u t i ons t o  a myst­
ery t he most bor i ng i s  t he 
most l i ke l y . ' The Man i n  t he 
I ron Mask was a va l e t ,  a 
nobody whose status  was 
systemat i ca l l y  enhanced by h i s  
goa l e r ,  Sa i nt -Mars ,  who had 
run out of genu i ne l y  h i gh 
c l ass and st atus-enhanc i ng 
pr i soner s  suc h as Fouquet . PH 

HAWK I NS ,  St ephen W. A Brief 
Hist ory of Time; from t he · big 
bBng t o  b lBck hol es. Bant am 
Press, 1 988 .  f U. 95 . 

Th i s  sho r t  book pro v i des an 
i n t r oduct i on t o  modern cosmo l ­
ogy .  The S F  t ouc hes t hat one 
f i nds in Gr i bb i n  and Dav i es at 
t i mes are m iss i ng,  but t he 



account is of  suf f i c i ent 
bogg l e-fac t or ,  Hawk ins t heme 
is that  f r om t he t r ansc endent­
al per spec t i ve of mat hemat i ca l  
i ma g i nary  t i me t he un i verse  
has no beg i nn i ng and no end: 
t i me ,  t" i k e  s pac e ,  be i n g  a 
hypersphe r e .  'W i t h  i deas l i k e  
t h i s  we l l  i n  t he ma i nstr eam o f  
sc i ent i f i c thought , one 
wonder s  what the a t l r ac l l ons 
are of t he far l ess exc i t i ng 
pseudosc i enc es.  Pet er Hogerson 

IIEBSTER, Ken. The Vert icoi 
Plone. Graf ton Book s,  1 989 .  
£3.  99 .  

After e l ec t ron i c  vo i c e phenomr 
ena and t e l ephone ca l l s f rom 
the  dead, i t  had to c ome: t he 
possessed compu t e r  wh i c h  
pr i nts  o u t  r i dd l i ng doc uments 
f r om nowhere.  Though t he pr i ze 
for f i rst  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  
appears  t o  g o  t o  O r  ·Pau l 
Bennewi tz ,  whose c omputer  t o l d  
h i m  about a l i en bases i n  New 
Mex i c o, schoo l teac her  Ken 
Webst er  has come up w i t h  t he 
most fantast i c  story  s i nc e  t he 
Green Stone/Red F i r e  farr a go. 

The bas i c  p l ot goes t hus:  Ken 
and h i s  � i r l fr i end Deb b i e  f i nd 
t hat t he l r  c e,ltur i es-o l d  cot­
tage i n  Dodd l est one near 
Chest er has a po l te r ge i s t ,  and 
soon afterwa r ds myster i ous 
messages star t appea r i n g  on 
the i r  home c omputer .  From 
t hese one appear s  to be ab l e  
t o  const ruct a story  i n  wh i c h  
t i me t rave l l er s  f r om 2 1 09 < who 
may a l so be  t he i nha b i t ants  of  
a par a l l e l  t ac hyon i c  un i verse > 
have gone back t o  t he mi d- 1 6t h  
century and pr esent ed a myst ­
er i ous  " box of  l i gh t s "  t o  one 
Thomas Harwarden,  who, u s i n g  
t he name of a boyhood hero,  
Lukas War r i man,  proc eeds to 
commun i c a t e  w i t h  Ken and 
Debb i e  and t he i r  fr i end Peter 
Tr i nder ,  us i ng an ant i que form 
of  Eng l i sh. 

Th i s  l eads poor Thomas/Lukas 
into no end o f  bot her . He 
fa l l s mad l y  in L ove  w i t h  t he 
de l ec t ab l e  Oebb i e  and a t t empt s 
t o  seduc e her i n  her dr eams/ 
l i mes l i ps - " come up and see 
my cand l es• - of  course t h i s  
c a n  come t o  not h i ng,  and 
T homas i s  soon a r rested by t he 
w i cked l oc a l  sher i ff ,  condemr 
ned to  dea t h  but spared at t he 
l ast moment as he a l one can 
operate the ' t eems '  <n i c e  O l de 
Eng l yshe worde for l i ght s > .  
However h i s  beaut i fu l  1 t-year­
o l d  w i fe i s  burnt  as a w i t c h  
at C hest er .  

' I s John  Dee go ing  t o  c ont r i but e  a r t i c l es t o  Hogon io v i a  t h e  
Edi tor ' s word- processor?" ------­

Acco r d i n g  to Webster t h e  SPR and t he pa i nfu l l y c onstructed, 
sent down i nvest i gators  who arl i l y a r c ha i c  Eng l i sh, yet 
appear  t o  have wat ched r a t her  w i t h  cons i st ent punctuat i on .  
t oo many 6hostbust ers t ype Of c ourse,  t hese  o b j ec t i ons 
f i l ms.  They try t o  get 2 1 09 AD pa l e  i nto  i ns i gn i f i c ance  
( adds u p  t o  t hree, 3 men. i n  aga i nst  t he cardboa r d  c har  ac t ­
b l ack ) t o  answer Fermat ' s  l ast  e r  of T homas, who t h i nk s  l i k e  
t heor em. N o  l uck ,  n o t  even t he a n  1 6t h  c entury  Un i tar i an 
date  when t he I r on Lady rat her t han t he 1 6 t h  century  
f i na l l y b i t es t he dus t ,  on l y  Roman cat ho l i c  he c l a i ms t o  be 
pretent i ous  war n i ngs l i ke  APEN { but a l so says he l i ves by  
w i t h  t oot hache.  The computer  God' s Book , a str i c t  Protes t ­
prefers t o  commun i cate  w i t h  a a n t  i dea ) ,  
u f o l  o g i  s t  f r om Rhy l ,  Gar r y  
Rowe < Ga r r y? Cou l dn ' t be  her 
Gar ry ,  c ou l d  i t? >  who a l so has 
a f i ne sense of t he 
me l odramat i c .  The books ends 
w i t h  t he opener for the  
i nev i t ab l e  seque l ,  t he quest 
for Thomas ' s l i t t l e  b l ack book 
at Oxford. 

I s  t h i s  book go ing  to set a 
t rend? I s  John Dee go i ng t o  
cont r i bu t e  art i c l es to  11ogon io 
v i a  t he ed i tors word pr oces­
sor? Before anyone gets t oo 
exc i t ed t hey shou l d  reca l l  
t hat ext r ao r d i nary c l a i ms re­
qu i r e ext r aord ina r y  ev i denc e 
and t h i s  book prov i des no 
ev i dence at  a l l .  The messages 
are  fu l l  of  anac hron i sms such 
as t he use of onno dominoe 
dat i n g - i n  Henry V l l l ' s  t i me 
dat i n g  was b y  regna l years  -

The messages are,  of course ,  a 
hoax .  Whet her t he ent i r e  book 
is l ar ge l y  f i c t i on,  or whether  
t he ma l n  par t i c i pant s have put 
messages on t he comput er  
e i t her consc i ous l y  or uncons­
c i ous l y ,  or themse l ves are  
v i c t i ms of  a hoax  b y  t eenage 
hackers  or i mp i sh bogga r t s, l S  
not c l  ear , The messages do 
have a cert a i n  fami l y  s i mi l ar­
i ty  to  ot her r i dd l i ng  Messages 
from Nowher e ,  suc h as UMMO, 
APEN, the Scor i ton t apes, e t c ,  
or t he pr oducts  of  much  
automat i c  wr i t i ng .  Th i s  g i ves 
a s l i ght edge to the  unconsc i ­
ous t r i ckery  t heory ,  i nvo l v i ng 
unc onsc i ous sec onda r y  c h i l d­
l i k e  per sona l i t i es .  

< Rev i ewer· ' s Note :  My mys U c  
f r i en d  E . L . W. t e l l s m e  t hat 
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t he above c yn i c a l  v i ew i s  t y p­
i c a l  of t he negat i ve c a r p i n g  
at t i tude of 11ogon ill s mater­
i a l i st i c ,  st i ck i n  t he mud 
ed i t ors .  I sn ' t it obv i ous t hat 
Thomas ' s  ' t eems ' i s  i n  f a c t  Or 
Dee ' s not or i ous sc r y i ng dev i c e  
( no doubt  Dee obta i ned i t  
dur i ng h i s  per i od i n  Man­
c he s t e r ) .  l t  wou l d  appear . he 
says, t hat t he Reddi s h  fami l y  
of Oodd l eston and Grappenha l l  
{ he i rs to  t he Boyde l l  
estates ) ,  took i t  back i n t o  
t he i r  own possess i on f r om 
whenc e Hugh Brewer obt a i ned i t  
wh i l e do i n g  masonry wor k  on 
the i r  propertr . He in turn  
gave  i t  to  E i as Ashmo l e  at 
h i s  Mason i c  i n i t i at i on on the 
'War r  i ngt on/Gr appenha l l  border 
i n  1 642 .  It was i n  order  to 
dec i pher Br ewer ' s  not e s  t hat  
t h e  famous co l l ec t i on of 

· scho l ar s  at War r  i ngton -Academy 
was estab l i shed. 

No doubt  ' t he t eems '  and 
Harwarden • s  book wer e  among 
the documents  sto l en by Jean­
Pau l t1arat  from t he Ashmo l i an 
Museum <on orders from Adam 
We� shaupt > after fa i l i ng t o  
f i nd t hem at  t he Academy. 
A l most c er t a i n l y  cop i es st i l l  
ex i st i n  War r i ngton ,  henc e  t he 
presence of RAF Burtonwood 
(comp l e t e  w i t h  rumours of 
underground bunkers  f i l l ed 
w i t h  par t s  f r om crashed f l y i ng  
saucers  and  i ced-up a l i ens > ,  
Daresbury Nuc l ear  Phys i c s  
Laboratory,  Br i t i sh Nuc l ear  
Fue l s, UK Atomi c  Ener gy 
Aut hor i ty,  numerous h i gh-tech  
computer  f i rms,  and  W i n w i c k  
Hosp i t a l ,  whe r e i n  res i des not 
j ust a c aptured a l i en in a 
l ocked room but ,  s i nce h i s  
rec k l ess a t t empt t o  per form 
the  notor i ous  r i tua l from 
Har r i son ' s book of ma g i c  w i t h  
Pamme l l a Sordes (who she,  Ed. ) 
i n  Go l den Square ,  none ot her 
t han E . L .  W .  h i mse l f .  

There he wor k s  o n  h i s  500, 000 
page Quantum Conment ory on t he 
Not ebooks of Hugo Rune., w i t h  
spec i a l  reference t o  t he 
cont r o l l ed f l ux of t ac hyons 
and shadow photons bet  we en 
osc i l l a t i ng naked s i ngu l ar­
i t i es ,  a work  for wh i c h  t he 
wor l d  i s  def i n i t e l y  not ready. 
Most  of  t he t i me he i s  
studi ous and qu i et ,  but h e  
does have moment s i n  wh i c h  he 
c l a i ms he actua l l y is Rune. 
And i n  the cont i nu i ng unexp­
l a i ned absence of any word 
from Rune ' s amanuens i s, how 
can we say ot her w i s e? > .  

Pet er Hogerson 
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Continued fro• P�ge I care of h imself again s t  t h e  
crit ical ques t ion ing he received, but was n o t  
he lped by h is se lf- appoin t ed minder , a Euro­
pean represen t a t ive for MUFON , who angrily 
d e f le c t ed quest ions he disapproved o f ,  o f t en 
d e s p i � e  Moor e ' s  read in e s s  t o  answer t h e m .  

' I ' m  co- ord ina t ing s ix t een E uropean coun t r ies ' ,  
t h e  MUFON man in f o r m e d  m e .  'Good luck ! '  I 
w is_t-: e d  h im ,  'The E u ropean C om m un i t y  can ' t  do 
it w i t h  a s t a f f  o f  t hou s ands ,  and they 're on ly 
t rying t o  co- ordina t e  t we lve. ' 'Walt Andrus 
a s ked me to check these peo p le out - he say ' s  
t he y ' r e  a l l  debunkers ' .  A f t er the con ference I 
asked h im if he agreed with Andrus ' s  
evaluat ion . 'Some o f  t hese peop le a r e  p a t ho­
log ica lly scep t ica l , ' he conc luded. Mos t o f  
those peop le didn ' t  seem t oo worr ies. 

I hope in f u t ure issues of Magonia to p u bl ish 
t ranslat ions o f  one or t wo o f  t he papers 
presen t ed at t he con ference to g ive our 
readers some t h ing o f  t h e  f lavour of t he 
even t .  I recommend t h e  four t h  Rencontre t o  a l l  
Magonia readers . Lyon i s  a beaut iful c it y, 
wor t h  a v is i t  in i t s own r igh t ,  w i t h  a 
p le t hora o f  second-hand bookshops at wh ich I 
managed t o  p ick up · a good s e le c t ion of key 
French UFO books, and some s plend id hot e ls .  
The con ference cen t re is w e l l  equipped w it h  
com for t ab le rooms for guest s .  The present ­
at ion s  a r e  excellent < in French but w i t h  t ex t s  
dis t r ib u t ed be forehand for t hose who read 
French b e t t er t han they hear or speak it ) .  
There is good company and good food. Let ' s  
hope t h a t  n e x t  year t h e  UK w i l l  be represen­
t ed by more t han your Ed i t or and h is w i fe 
<who, even as a non- u f o logis t ,  enjoyed it a l l ! )  
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!_MICHEL MEURGER. with Claude Gagnon • 
. e :fhe �o�i Signif"icaiit��ntribution to the understanding of the �henomenol­
�·ogy 'of ·water-monsters in 20 years. Challenges the prevailing dogmas of 

cryptozoologists, occultists, and sceptics by questioning the nature of the 
• sightings themselves, taking in such diverse subjects as apparitions, witch­

craft, UFOs, mermaids, mystery submarines, nature spirits, �hamanic ex­
periences, culturally conditioned misinterpretations of natural occurrences, 
monster images in art & fiction, & ��turalization of the supernatural;. 

e .Discusses material from 
North & South American, 
Scandinavian, Baltic, Euro­
pean, and many other count­
ries. Cultural & historical 
sources include records of ex­
plorers, colonists, traders, 
Jesuits, ethnologists, whal­
ing, fishing & hunting com­
munities, Amerindian & 
other native cultures; in­
cludes unfamiliar material, 
trimslated for the first time. 

e 320 pages; 8 maps; 22 
portraits; 31 photos; 141 line 
& tone illustrations; notes 
and references in situ; full 
bibliography & authority 
index; plus 3 other indexes. 
ISBN: 1 870021 00 2 £ 12.95 
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