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LETTERS FROM AMERICA 
A number of articles in recent 
issues of Magonia have alluded 
to the gro\ving split bet\>Jeen 
European and American appro­
aches to the UFO mystery. At 
the Lyon conference in May 
this year the differing 
attitudes produced something 
of a culture clash <althougfi 
one which was conducted with 
great politesse), and the 
BUFORA International meeting in 
London again showed evidence 
of the widening rift. Walt 
Andrus's presentation of docu­
ments and photographs from 
Gulf Breeze encountered much 
more sceptical comment from 
the assembled European ufolog­
ists than Mr Andrus was appar­
ently used to in the States. 

Having said that, it· is easy to 
over-estimate the differences. 
Although the Gulf Breeze pres­
entation produced a sceptical 
resfonse from the ufological 
gli terati at the London con­
ference, it was interesting to 
note that when the chairman 
asked for a show of hands on 
whether the audience thought 
the photos genuine or not, 
there was a silent majority 
<oh well, a silent 40%) who 

voted yes. 

Similarly, not all American 
ufologists are in thrall to the 

ETH. In these pages Martin 
Kottmeyer has challenged the 
major assumot ions of the oast­
modernist American ufologists, 
and we are happy to note the 
return of one of the major 
voices of the humanist ufology 
of the 1970's Caveat Emptor, 
after a hiatus of over a 
decade, renewing its challenge 
to establishment thinking, and 
recalling the days when your 
editors exalted the progressive 
thinking coming from the US 
and berating the hide-bound 
ETHer domination of British 
ufology! 

Now Magonia presents papers by 
two leading American ufolog­
ists, nefther particularly 
noted as hard-core nuts and 
bolts proponents, who ask 
whether the American emphasis 
on ETH, physical abductions, 
and government involvement are 
really as out-of-bounds for 
serious discussion as many 
Europeans seem to think. Many 
aspects of the American UFO 
scene may seem bizarre or 
naive to us, but when seen 
within the context of what is 
actually happening in America 
and American ufology, there 
may be justification for the 
attitudes taken, even if we 
cannot accept the conclusions 
that others have drawn. 
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With all the talk of abductions 
and whether they can be 
accounted for in purely folk­
loric terms or not, it would be 
interesting to track down 
abduction stories in print 

Crighton's philosophy <a 
curious hybrid, by John Junor 
out of Rudolph Steiner) or 
whose activities would not find 
favour with the Colonel and 
the other regulars in the bar 
of the Rickmansworth Golf Club, 
is assumed to be part of the 
great conspiracy. 

As Creighton is able to global­
ise his fantasies, and keep 
them strictly non-domestic, he 
has aquired numerous disciples, 
and FSR's masthead boasts many 
consultants, some of whom may 
actually still read it, and a 
hard core of occultist, radical 
-right correspondents. One of 
the Review's French correspond­
ents informs us that the 
current generation of young 
French ufologists <presumably 
Mauge, Pinvidic, Meheust, etc.) 
11While not directly manipulated 
by the communists.. .  are a 
muddled up mess of Marxo­
Cartesianism" plus 11Soixante­
huitard leftism, left-wing 
Catholicism and God knows what 
else . . .  " In other words jolly 
good chaps and a very healthy 
change from what were rumour­
ed to be the political procliv­
ities of some of the old guard 
of French ufology. 

before the Hill case. One early 
reference is to be found in 
Jacques Vallee's Anatomy of a 
Phenomenon <p. 134 of my Spear-

United Kingdom £4.00 man edition) referring to the 
Europe & Irish Rep. £5 .00 alleged kidnapping of one Tom 
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Is Charles Fort related to the 
well-known entertainer of 
former times, George Formby 
Jnr? This question was promp­
ted while reading a biography 
of the Warrington-connected 
Formby in the course of work, 
therein finding his real name 
was George Hoy Formby. And we 
all know that Charlie was 
actually Charles Hoy Fort. 
There does not appear to be 
any very conclusive evidence 
that Fort played the ukelele, 
but the coincidence is strik­
ing. I leave it to syn­
chronicity freaks to work out 
the full implications. 

USA <Surface) $lO.o o- Brooe. From he context, this 
USA <Air maiD $ 15.00 appears to ahve taken place in 
Other Countries <surface) £4.5 0  Florida in the summer of 1952. 
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"agonia is an independent journal devoted 
to a broad examination of anoaalous 
phenoaena and their interaction with 
society and the individual, Published 
independent! y by the editors it has no 
connection with any other magazine or 
group, Views expressed by contributors 
are not necessarily shared by the 
Editors, 
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Flying Saucer Review continues 
to plug the Creighton theory 
of false consciousness and 
grand conspiracy. In this, 
anyone who has the temerity to 
disagree with the Great Guru 
is automatically assumed to 
have been telepathically nob­
bled by communist djinns. In 
fact anyone whose views do not 
coincide with the tenets of Mr 
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Americans hove turned a deaf ear to 
social and psychological explanations 
for UFO dhenomena, by and large. 
Mago.nia an its predecessors hove long 
provided a voice for these ideas, a 
voice the editors must hove felt was 
crying in the American wilderness, 
unheeded for these many years. Times 
have changed. The editors can take 
cheer that their magazine now provokes 
almost as many grumbles among 
American ufologists as the Skeptica1 
Inquirer. The past two issues alone 
<Nos 31 and 32) caused uproors when 
Edoardo Russo and Gian Grassino be­
rated Americans for their attention to 
Gulf Breeze, crash retrievals, abduct­
ions, and bedroom intrusions; when 
Manfred Cassirer and Martin Kottmeyer 
not only proposed a psychological 
explanation for abductions, but even 
dared to do a good job of it; and when 
Hilary Evans sinned the great sin of 
praising Phil Klass and his abduction 
book, a well-nigh mortal transgression. 

To be fair, Europeans and Magonia can 
claim no monopoly on opposition to the 
extraterrestrial hypothesis. Many art­
icles published in the leading Americ­
an UFO journals opt for alternatives, 
as people are thinking and the forum 
is open. At the same time these 
authors may feel like honorary Europe­
ans - or exiles - for all the attent­
ion their ideas receive. No one over 
here could doubt for a moment that 
the ETH dominates among the rank and 
file, as well as among most active 
researchers. Thanks in part to abduct­
ions, this hypothesis is enjoying a 
revival among the most serious ufo­
logists. As thoughtful a researcher as 
Jerome Clark has rejected his Jungian 
musings from The Unidentified to 
write instead of 'The Fall and Rise of 
the Extraterrestrial Hypothesis'. ·1 

A parting of the ways between 
American and European ufologists has 
continued for a long time, but probab­
ly nothing has widened the separation 
as much as the abduct ion phenomenon. 
True to form, Americans have found 
aliens yet again, whereas Europeans 
and other followers of the left-hand 
path have regarded these increasingly 
fantastic stories as evidence for a 
modern mythology of psychological 
origin. Do the extraterrestrialists 
have a rational leg to stand on? For 
the sake of international peace and 
understanding, I will assume the role 
of apologist and answer in the 
affirmative. The belief in abduction by 
extraterrestrials has a· firm rational 
basis, whether that belief is right or 
wrong. 

Opposition to alien abductions follows 
two general strategies: one focuses on 
witnesses and explains their reports 
in psychological terms; the other 
focuses on report content and doubts 
its objectivity by pointing out its 
parallels with other phenomena. 
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The least systematic of the witness­
oriented explanations blames hypnosis, 
general familiarity with abduction 
ideas, and confabulation between an 
impressionable subject and an over­
zealous, true-believer ufologist as 
sufficient reasons to account for 
abduction stories. Largely external 
influences make an abductee in this 
view. The boundary-deficit and fantasy 
prone personality theories postulate a 
distinctive personality type which 
predisposes some people to altered 
states of consciousness, vividness of 
imagination, and confusion of the real 
witfi the unreal. An interpretation on 
a deeper plane introduces psycholog­
ical constants as a potential source 
of abduction sights and events. One 
possibility is birth trauma imagery, 
another is psychic symbolism based on 
archetypes of the unconscious funct­
ioning in a psychodrama of personal 
transformation. Even more exotic prop­
osals include the efficacy of thought 

tt 1. iflJFON 1988 
lnternDt ionDI UFO 
Symposium Proceed­
ings. 59- 72. 

000000000000000000 



4 
tt 2. KLASS, 
Phlllp J. UFO 
Abduct ions: A 
04ngerous 68me, 
Buffalo, NY, 
Prometheus Books, 
1988, 51-63. 
BAKER, Robert A. 
'The Aliens among 
us: Hypnotic 
Rgression Revisit­
ea• i Skeptical 
Inquirer, 12, 

1987, 14-7-162, IQ: 
Are UFO Abduction 
Experiences Real? 
A: No, No, a 
Thousand Times 
No! ' i Journal of 
UFO Studi e5i 1, 
1989, 104-110. 
BARTHOLEHEW, 
Robert E. and 
BASTERF I ELD, 
Keith, 'Abduction 
States of 
Consciousness', 
'Abduct ions: The 
Fantasy-Prone 
Personality 
Hypothesis , fUR. 
13/2, 3 (Harch­
Apri l, 11ay-June, 
1988), 7-9, 15, 9-
11 I KOTTHEYER, 
Martin, 'Break a 
Leg! The UFO 
Experience as 
Theatre', Hagoni� 
27 (September 
1987>, 3-6. 
LAWSON, Alvin H., 
• Hypnosis of 
Imaginary UFO 
Abductees' in 
FULLER, Curt is 
fed. J, Proceedings 
of the First 
lntern4tional UFO 
Congres5i New 
York, Warner 
Books, 1980, 195-
238. ROGO, D. 
Scott, • The 
Abduction of Sammy 
Oesmond • , I UR. 
12/4 (July-August 
1987, 11. GROSSO, 
11ichael, 'The 
Secret Symbolism 
Behind UFO 
Abductions', UFO 
Univers� November 
1986, 44-45,  62-
63. DEVEREUX, 
Paul, 'Earth­
lights', in 
SPENCER, John and 
EVANS, Hilary 
( eds) i Phenomenon. 
New York, Avon 
Books, 1966, 316-
328. KEEL, Johni 
The Eighth Towe� 

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

to manifest physical or quasi-physical 
objects, the induction of abduction 
visions by the electromagnetic energy 
from tectonic stress in rocks, or 
intervention by unknown powers to 
alter our habits of thought and 
behaviour for reasons beyond our ken.2 

What the literalist approach offers is 
a largely self-evident reading of the 
reports. In a few cases where witnes­
ses invoke religious or other ideas 
out of step with modern beliefs, 
interpretation is sanctioned, but 
seldom needed. Many reports conform to 
the ETH outright. They describe 
encounters with alien beings who 
arrive in spaceships and kidnap humans 
for purposes that include physical 
examination. The craft is clearly a 
product of advanced technology and the 
examination shows proper signs of 
scientific curiosity. Hints of planet­
ary disasters and an interest in 
reproduction suggest that a pragmatic 
survival motive underlies these visits. 
The beings seem to control their 
captives by some form of mental 
influence, and this control may carry 
over beyond the abduction as major 
life changes follow in its stead. 

No opponent denies that the ETH 
account of abduction stories is super-
ficially plausible. The literalist 
reading certainly offers a self 
contained answer. What opponents seem 
to reject is the naivety of that 
reading. It simply takes too much at 
face value without cracking a smile at 
how close such an explanation comes 
to science fiction mythology, or how 
much the stories resemble old lore in 
modern guise. Deaf and blind to all 
parallels or similarities, the ETH 
proponents exist in a vacuum. Since 
Americans seem to preserve this 
vacuum with a will, their adherence to 
the ETH looks to an outsider like a 
fool's errand instead of a rational 
choice. 

A case can be made that the literalist 
view is less naive than it seems, and 
subjectivist sophistic�tion is equally 
debilitating to rational decisions. 
Taking witnesses at their word may 
seem rash. Yet it is just as rash to 
reject their stories simply because 
they are fantastic. Some investigators 
of extraordinary experience narratives,· 
such as David Hufford in his work with 
Old Hag encounters, break with receiv­
ed wisdom to conclude that witnesses 
sometimes describe such events with 
remarkable fidelity.3 Experience may 
give rise to belief, rather than belief 
to experience. Ufology offers many 
good reasons to doubt eyewitness 
testimony and demonstrates that 
presuppositions can exert remarkable 
influence over observations and 
reports. An anomalous event may be 
subjective in origin and culturally 
influenced in description, but this 
outcome is not inevitable. The liter-

alist looks with sympathy on abductees 
as the people closest to a strange 
event, and looks askance at the sub­
jectivist who takes their error for 
granted. 

Much blame has fallen on hypnosis as 
the real cause of abduct ions. This is 
well founded. Expert opinion is unan­
imous that hypnosis throws open the 
door to fantasy and confabulation, so 
that hypnotic testimony can combine 
fact and error into an inseparable, 
plausible unity. The risk is clear, but 
is it realised? If hypnosis truly 
shapes and distorts abduction testim­
ony, some evidence of this influence 
should remain. Most critics ignore the 
reports that have emerged without use 
of hypnosis. They make up a subs­
tantial minority, and compare so 
favourably with reports obtained by 
hypnosis that almost no differences in 
form or content appear. If the hypno­
tist influences witnesses with his own 
beliefs, each investigator should leave 
some distinctive marK. on the cases he 
investigates. Again a comparison shows 
that the cases of various investig­
ators are all pretty much alike. 

The trump card against hypnosis has 
been the experiments with non­
abductees described by Alvin Lawson. 
Under hypnosis these non-abductees 
told stories very much like those of 
'real' abductees, so the subjectivity 
of the reports seems sure. In fact 
these experiments convict neither 
hypnosis nor abductions. In a 
comparative test the accounts of non­
abductees differed considerably from 
the accounts of real abductees, a 
difference best seen in descriptions 
of the beings. None of the experimen­
tal subjects reported the same type of 
being, but populated their narratives 
with a varied array of 'aliens'. The 
range of variety compares with that of 
the real cases, but the frequency of 
each type corresponds to chance dist­
ribution, and in no way approximates 
the regularity with which small grey 
humanoids appear among real cases. The 
similarities are of tbe more obvious 
sorts and assertions that the two 
bodies of reports are alike express 
more hope than reality.4 Americans may 
keep the faith with hypnosis for all 
the wrong reasons, but in fact there 
are sound reasons for that faith. 

The same distrust applies to Jungian 
theories. They are beguiling, and 
Dennis Stillings can sweep up much of 
the abduction story into the Jungian 
scheme, but his argument remains 
unconvincing. The present world situ­
ation is supposed to be so dreadful 
that a salvation myth emerges into our 
consciousness, but when has the world 
ever not been in dreadful shape? If 
abductions seem too real to be dream­
like, St illings has the answer - they 
are not ordinary dreams but archetypal 
dreams. If abductions have a physical 



component, he has an answer for this 
eventuality as well - the psychic and 
physical realms become one and 
indistinguishable.5 Joseph Campbell's 
myth of the hero follows a pat tern of 
separation, initiation <ordeal, assimil­
ation, and adoption), then return of a 
wiser, improved person. This pattern 
clearly fits abductions, but it just as 
well fits the life of a youth who goes 
off to college. As Freud is supposed 
to have said, sometimes a cigar is 
just a good smoke. An interpretation 
of abductions in terms of symbols and 
psychodrama is quite possible, but 
what makes it compelling? This 
psychological theory is broaa enough 
t o encompass almost anything, as 
speculative as the ETH, and little 
better credited by establishment 
science. In a standoff of faith against 
faith, little wonder that Americans 
reject the ornate schemas of Jungian 
thought for the simplicity of aliens. 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
As Freud is 

supposed to have 

said, sometimes a 

cigar is �ust a 

good smoke 
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The more down-to-earth psychology of 
predisposition to fantasy is far more 
believable, but also far from proven. 
We understand all too little about 
abductees as individuals. What their 
personality traits and life circums­
tances may contribute to the story 
remains an unknown quantity and our 
scant knowledge impressionistic at 
best. Yet abductees seem to be a 
diverse group, not obviously prone to 
fantasy or boundary deficiency except 
by the circular argument that they 
report an abduct ion experience. A 
psychological profile of Charles 
Hickson and Caivin Parker shows no 
inclination to fantasy.6 The Slater 
study of nine abductees is cited by 
Kottmeyer as evidence that these 
subjects display boundary deficit 
symptoms.7 A sample of nine is suf­
ficient to refute the charge that all 
abductees are psychotic, but hardly 
adequate to demonstrate that many of 
them have boundary deficit personal­
ities. In fact the descriftion of these 
individuals as 'distinc ive, unusual, 
and interesting' suggests that they 
are more different than alike. June 
Parnell, whose doctoral work under Leo 
Sprinkle included personality testing 
of some 200 participants in his annual 
'contactee conferences', found 
significant evidence for creativity and 
fantasy among subjects who reported 
communication with aliens, but no 
significant evidence among subjects 
reporting various UFO encounters. 
Considerable care must be taken in 
interpreting her work, since these 

subjects are not all classical abduct­
ees by any means. Of those subjects I 
read as most likely to be abductees, 
their 'fantasy' scores are actually 
among the lowest, no higher than 
scores for people reporting only 
lights in the sky. In any case the 
expected hierarchy of scores fails to 
appear there is no increase in 
fantasy indicators as the strangeness 
of UFO stories increases.a Alexander 
Keul and Ken Phillips seem to find 
enhanced creative and artistic abilit­
ies among UFO reporters in general and 
not just among abductees. 9 Any conc­
lusion must be of the most tentative 
sort, but the meagre and oblique 
evidence available suggests no radical 
psychological departure of abductees 
from narrators of less fantastic UFO 
stories. 

The search for parallels is dear to 
the hearts of folklorists who have 
engaged in it for decades on the 
premise that world-wide likenesses in 
narrative reflect a similarity of 
psychological experience among all 
humans, not a similarity of literal 
experience. A list of parallels between 
abduct ions and other cultural phenom­
ena is impressive, including diminutive 
beings, kidnap, torture, enchantment, 
changelings, and a subterranean other­
world. Probably no other discovery 
gives as much pause to proponents of 
literal abductions. 

In comparing folklore and abductions, 
many features fit but at the same 
time many do not. The temptation is 
strong to call attention to the 
successes and ignore the failures. No 
reliable standards say how many hits 
against how many misses justify a 
comparison, but abduction reports 
differ in many ways from the cited 
parallels. Fairies do not fly space­
ships or use eyelike scanning devices, 
for example. When abstracted to 
general terms, the features of the 
abduction story can match folklore or 
symbol systems with impressive fidel­
ity. Yet the truth is, we have tradit­
ions for all occasions. Whatever the 
abduction story described, whether the 
beings roasted their captives on a 
spit or played pinochle with them, an 
equally appropriate tradition could be 
found and the parallel would look just 
as impressive. 

The case for literal abductions stands 
on its merits as well as on the short­
comings of its adversaries. Multiple 
witnesses report some abductions, a 
significant criterion for objectivity. 
The explanation that shared fantasy or 
influence of one witness on another is 
responsible for these reports founders 
in as prominent an example as the Hill 
case, where Barney's experience took 
an independent course and complemen­
ted Bet ty's account without duplicat­
ing it. Accounts sometimes claim 
physical evidence in the form of body 
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marks, implants, residues, vanishing 
pregnancies, and landing traces. 
Appeals to alleged physical evidence 
are hackneyed in ufology. Critics are 
right to complain that such evidence 
has much in common with a mirage, but 
they must admit that proving the 
validity of some small physical sample 
would be difficult even with objects 
of truly alien origin. One of the more 
impressive arguments for literal 
abductions is tne considerable cohere­
ncy in form and content of the body 
of reliable reports. This coherency 
reaches down to certain minuscule 
details and squares with shared 
experience better than with personal 
fantasy or cultural learning. Multiple 
witnesses, physical evidence, and 
coherent narratives make an influen­
tial case for real abductions. Argu­
ments for subjectivity appear lame 
against this sort of evidence, while 
its apparent tangibility, even if 
illusory, appeals strongly to American 
sensibilities. 

What if abductions are literally true? 
Then the entire story falls into place 
without need for intellectual gymnast­
ics. The 'Oz Factor', missing time, 
floating sensations and all other 
surreal aspects of the reports make 
sense, not as dreamlike events but as 
consequences of mental control exer­
cised by aliens. They are advanced 
beings capable of interstellar travel 
and quasi-magical technology. The 
rounded, uniformly lighted interior of 
their craft is no womb image but just 
the place it seems to be, an examinat­
ion room. Something has gone wrong 
with t_heir planet and captives some­
times see it as devastated, dark or 
subterranean. This motif reinforces 
the claim that the beings use us for 
genetic materials in some vast project 
to save themselves, a project which 
includes implants into captives for 
monitoring purposes. These surreptiti­
ous purposes mesh in turn with motifs 
suggesting that the aliens are decept­
ive and secretive to a degree, most 
concerned with their examination and 
extraction procedures but pretending a 
concern and friendliness they do not 
feel, if indeed they can feel as we do. 
Learning our emotional make up is part 
of their project. Piece by piece the 
puzzle appears to fit together. 

Once accepted, the ETH can absorb 
almost any objection. Michael Swords 
has argued quite forcefully against 
the hybridisation hypothesis. The 
genetic make up of true aliens would 
aiffer so enormously from ours that 
easy combination could not occur, 
while aliens with the technology to 
overcome this difficulty would have no 
need to turn kidnappers. They could 
get the result they want with less 
trouble by starting from scratch.10 
David Jacobs counters that we do not 
know enough about the aliens to 
evaluate their capabilities and 

limitations. What seems reasonable to 
us may not apply to them at all - and 
witnesses continue to describe hybrid 
babies. 1 1 A correspondent of mine 
unites several threads of the story 
when he suggests that the aliens had 
to jump into their ships and flee a 
sudden catastrophe, escaping with 
advanced transportation but only 
fragments of their former biotechno­
logical expertise. Historical circums­
tance accounts for the odd mixture of 
advancement and backwardness we see 
in the visitors. Jenny Randles finds 
that British abductions are more 
likely to include human-like aliens 
than grey humanoids. 1 2 Apologists have 
proposed different races of aliens or 
screen memories to hide the true 
humanoid appearance. 

OOOODDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDODODOOOOOO 
Faith in. literal 

abdu ctions may 

signify a failure 

of critical 

thinking, but not a 

failure of 

reasoning po�ers. 
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Such responses are shamelessly ad hoc 
rationalisations. Yet in light of the 
ETH, these excuses make sense. The 
abduction story itself is so fantastic 
that it necessarily exasperates 
unbelievers. It is simply too pat, too 
heedless of the difficulties aliens 
would face and the quest ion of why 
ufologists should uncover so easily 
the best-kept secrets of these other­
world conspirators. Again the same 
answer applies - never mind the whys 
and wherefores, the extraterrestrial 
explanation works. It satisfies believ­
ers with a systematic, internally 
rational account of the abduction 
phenomenon, all for the price of 
buying a single premise: alien origin. 
This notion has long been popular with 
Americans, at least American ufolog­
ists, and Swords has shown that the 
ETH of ufology is a natural extension 
of the scientific search for extra­
terrestrial life. 1 3 Faith in literal 
abductions may signify a failure of 
critical thinking, but not a failure of 
reasoning powers. 

A venerable genre of American liter­
ature is the 'Captured by the Indians' 
story. Many such accounts apfeared in 
print from the 17th to he 19th 
centuries, and served such purposes 
as propaganda against the Indians, 
examples of God's providence, and 
exciting entertainment. Some narrat­
ives. are pure fiction, and some of 
them are true. Most are a little of 
both. To complicate matters even more, 
narrators learned the tradition of 
this genre and cast their stories in 



its mould, adapting even personal 
experience to the form and stereotype 
of prior examples until distinctions 
between truth and fiction blurred 
beyond recognition. Theories, methods 
and comparisons can identify the 
rhetoric and formulas or point up the 
art and artifices of the genre. but 
the central dilemma remains unresol­
ved: Is the story true or false? Any 
text can claim to be true, and if the 
only evidence is a text, fiction 
counterfeits truth to perfection. 
Theoretical positions suggest probab­
ilities, but gain little purchase to 
separate the true from the false in 
any definitive way. If any one 
approach was always reliable, philoso­
phy of science scholarship could fold 
up, but it stays a healthy enterprise. 

We know the complexities surrounding 
the Indian narratives. Most of the ab­
duction evidence is again in the form 
of texts, and non-literal interpretat­
ions have paid almost exclusive 
attention to this frustrating class of 
evidence. Abduction stories carry an 
added burden because we do not know 
if even one of them is true. Rival 
theories can flourish because no one 
has an infallible, all-conquering ans­
wer. Each solution has its strengths 
and weaknesses but none has proof, so 
choices may rely more on temperament 
than epistemological soundness. 

Mark Rodeghier pointed out recently 
that different styles characterise 
European and American ufological 
enquiry.14 Europeans tend to work from 
the top down, starting with fully 
articulated, highly abstract theories 
and methods, seeking a place for the 
subject phenomenon within a broad 
scope of meanings. The phenomenon is 
secondary to the theory. It orders 
knowledge of many phenomena and 
neither stands nor falls on its 
success with any one of them. Success 
itself seems to have an aesthetic 
dimension, so that elegant integration 
of a phenomenon into the architecture 
of the system counts for more than 
close adherence to the facts. This 
primacy of the theory justifies taking 
a few liberties with the evidence, 
selecting, bending or abstracting it 
until tbe resuft is an idealised 
phenomenon matched to the theory, but 
perhaps no longer an accurate 
reflection of the original sources. 

Americans reverse this order and work 
from the bot tom up, wallowing in 
facts, often content just to 
accumulate and enumerate them. 
Explanations follow as an after­
thought, on the grounds that the evid­
ence speaks pretty much for itself. 
Suspicious of abstractions that range 
very far from the empirical base, 
Americans often feel satisfied to 
cobble together a few unsystematic 
generalisations and prefer to isolate 
phenomena rather than relate them. In 

European eyes this approach is narrow 
and intellectually unadventurous. 
American devotion to the ETH looks 
like an urge to impose an outworn 
idea on abduction reports, an unimag­
inative literalism that downplays their 
fantastic character and refuses to 
give serious attention to alternatives. 
To American eyes Europeans are too 
impatient with evidence. They rush off 
in unseemly haste to abstract, theor­
ise and debate theories without ever 
confronting the factual base on its 
own merits. 

All right, while being true to their 
inclinations Europeans choose psycho­
social explanations and Americans the 
ETH. Can we leave the matter there? I 
think not, because these choices have 
consequences. If any criterion of 
preference can be found between the 
European way and the American way of 
looking at abductions, that criterion 
lies in the treatment of evidence. 
Americans start with the more complex 
assumption when they opt for the ETH, 
and thereby violate the principle of 
parsimony; but Eurofeans enter a 
labyrinth of theore ical arguments 
where the phenomenon itself gets lost 
all too easily. The Iure of 
comparisons and symbolic interpretat­
ions leads theoreticians in to the 
errors of 'stewpot thinking', which 
Budd Hopkins has warned against. 1 .s 

Right or wrong, an ETH interpretation 
of abductions keeps attention on the 
reports themselves. - Some Europeans 
complain that abductions are largely 
an American phenomenon. Can they 
honestly say that they have actively 
sought abductees, or that European 
abductees would know where to turn 
for a sympathetic hearing of their 
suspicions or stories? Failure to find 
abductions may be a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. Respect for the ETH assures 
that investigators will welcome, value 
and seek out reports, whereas other 
assumptions may stifle enquiry and 
redirect research efforts toward 
sterile infighting over theoretical 
stances. 

Given our present state of knowledge, 
recognising the tentativeness of any 
explanation is necessary on both sides 
of the physical and intellectual 
Atlantic. The reasons against the ETH 
are also many, but more diffuse and 
subtle, and poorly served by the 
plethora of unpersuasive alternatives 
raised thus far. Too often these 
proposals appear even more naive than 
the ETH in their treatment of texts, 
testimony and comparison. If taking 
witnesses at their word sets the 
literalist belief on a foundation of 
shifting sand, that base is still 
firmer than the thin air of 
theoretical speculations. 

Ask any red-blooded American! 

7 
tt 14. ROOEGHIER, 
Mark, Review of 
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In the July 1989 Magnnia Peter Rogerson postulates an 
interesting, but largely incomplete scenario regarding 
John Lears's UFO rav ings, particularly the latter's call 
for the impeachment of the President and Congress for 
having entered into a 'diplomatic'- arrangement or 
treaty whereby the little 'greys', the malevolent 
aliens, were allowed to abduct humans for their own 
purposes in exchange for advanced 'alien', i.e. UFO 
technology. 

When a witness in this country is called before a 
judge in the course of a criminal trial, he or she is 
asked whether they testimony they are about to give 
is "the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God?" Or at least that's the way 
it's presented on the TV, and we know the telly 
wouldn't lie. 

And so it is with Rogerson's interpretation of the 
influences at work on Lear's psyche. It might well be 
true, too, that Lear is driven by archetypal, 
psychological demons that cause him to cast the UFO in 
paranoid terms. But it is not, to quote the bailiff of 
the court who does the swearing-in, the whole truth. 
That, as always, is more, or in this case Moore, 
complicated. 

Just how contorted events can be surfaced at the 
summer symposium of MUFON held the first weekend in 
July in Las Vegas, the giant casino gambling strip and 
oasis in the desert considered the quintessential 
American crap-shoot. The theme of the symposium, to 
giver Rogerson his due, was 'The UFO Cover-Up: A 
Government Conspiracy?' William Moore had been 
scheduled to speak Saturday night in front of Stanton 
Friedman, but was nowhere in evidence, nor had his 
paper been submitted previously to MUFON for 
publication in the symposium proceedings. Instead, 
Friedman and Moore switched slots, Moore arriving only 
about 15 minutes before his talk was scheduled to 
begin. 

To the dismay of many, and the active 
consternation of several, Moore's talk 
turned out to be a lengthy refutation 
of, and 'confession' to, charges made 
by one Robert Hastings, which appeared 
in an article in the June issue of 
MUFON Journal. Hastings questioned, in 
part, whether Moo re might not be a 
'mole' or other agent in the hire of a 
government or military intelligence 
agency. Moore confessed that, indeed 
he had been, but largely in an unwit­
ting role, an entirely unexpected 
revelation that resulted in angry cat­
calls from some of Lear's more fervent 
followers, and once or twice threat­
ened to bring the whole thing to a 
confused standstill 

Space may not permit a complete 
sorting out of the f.ersonalities and 
events involved but '11 try to be as 
brief and succinct as possible for 
those operating under the handicap of 
not being backgrounded in the intric­
ate twists and turns of contemporary 
American ufology. Our summarised story 
begins ten years ago in the summer of 
1979. Flush from having co-authored 
<with Charles Berlitz) the successful 
Philadelphia Experiment, Moo re moved 
his family from Minnesota to Arizona, 
where he joined the board of directors 
of APRO. One of their more colourful 
constituents or contacts was a man 
named Paul Bennewitz, a physicist of 
sorts with his own small electronics 
concern. Thunder Science, in Albuquer­
que, New Mexico, home to Kirt land Air 
Force Base, the Manzano Nuclear 
Weapons Storage Facility and nearby 
Sandia Laboratories. Albuquerque then 
was a hotbed of government-military 
activity and research, particulary 
relating to SDI, the so-called 'Star 
Wars'. Bennewitz's house in the fairly 
affluent Four Hills section of town 
actually overlooked Manzano and 
Kirtland, which ajoins the city's 
municipal airport. It is not uncommon 
for commercial visitors to see the B-1 
take off and land, as I have, at one 
of the runways Kirtland shares with 
the city. Kirtland is also the site of 
one of the world's largest wooden 
structures, a hangar sometimes used in 
the testing of EMP effects, the 
electromagnetic pulse storm associated 
with a nuclear explosion and capable 
of fusing the delicate electronic 
components employed in most space age 
weapon and communication systems. 

It was also not uncommon for 
Bennewitz to see UFOs from his roof-: 
top; in fact, he had countless stills 
and feet of film to 'prove' it. Unfort­
unately, according to Moore Bennewitz 
also had an overact i ve imagination and 
an absence of any sort of psychic 
governor that might have turned off 
or reduced some of his more extrava­
gant and outrageous speculations. To 
others however, especially the flood 
of eager <and eventually influential) 
urologists and researchers who soon 



beat a path to his door, Bennewitz, at 
least early on, gave the outward 
appearance of an educated 'scientist' 
who knew whereof he spoke. It was 
this aura of high-tech hipness, as 
much as anything, that no doubt lent 
Bennewitz much of the influence he 
would later come to exert on American 
ufology as a whole. 

At about the same time he would come 
into contact with Bennewitz, Moore 
claimed, he was also contacted by "A 
well-placed individual within the 
intelligence community who claimed ton 
be directly connected to a high-level 
government project dealing witn . UFOs". 
This bird of prey, of course, is 
'Falcon', the identity of whom has been 
the subject of much speculation, along 
with that of another of Moore's secret 
sources, 'Condor'. Moore maintained in 
Las Vegas that Falcon was not the 
much-rumoured Richard Doty, with the 
Air Force Office of Special Intelli­
gence <AFOSI) Kirtland, but that in 
fact Doty was only the 'middle-man', 
though he would later allow himself to 
be identified as Falcon to throw some 
hounds off the scent. Reportedly, 
Falcon and others were dissatisfied 
with government handling of the UFO 
subject. They indicated to Moore that 
they would like to help his "research 
into the subject in the hope and 
expectation that I might be able to 
help them find a way to change the 
prevailing policy and get the facts to 
the public without breaking any laws 
in the process". 

But Falcon and his fellow avians, as it 
turned out, were also interested in 
Bennewitz, and for reasons that osten­
sibly had nothing to do with UFOs. "It 
became apparent", said Moore, "that my 
supplying information to the govern­
ment, through Doty, on the activities 
of Paul Bennewitz, APRO and, to a 
lesser extent, several other individ­
uals, was to be part of this equation. " 
Moore's own rational for getting 
involved was simple enough: "Being a 
very small part of that process," he 
said, "gave me, I thought, something of 
an advantage. It became my intention 
to play that advantage for all the 
information I could get out of it." 

Why our feathered friends were inter­
ested in Bennewitz, to the best of my 
knowledge, is as follows: Bennewitz had 
become intimately involved in an 
abduction case being investigated by 
Dr Leo Sprinkle, then a professor of 
psychology at the University of 
Wyoming, Laramie. the case, involving a 
woman and her young son, tied UFO 
occupants to animal mutilations, which 
were more or less rampant at the time 
in the American desert Southwest. 
Puritans may prefer that it was the 
reports themselves that were rampant, 
of course, and not the actual m ut il­
ations. Be that as it may. . .  their 
testimony was largely obtained via 

regressive hypnosis performed by 
Sprinkle, with Bennewftz apparently 
sitting in on some of the episodes. 

Bennewitz became convinced that the 
woman witness had been the victim or 
recipient of an 'implant', a minuscule 
device the greys only too routinely 
insert in the brains of humans to 
control their thoughts and actions. 
How was that contact maintained? 
Bennewitz believed by means of low­
frequency electromagnetic waves. At 
one point, allegedly, in an effort to 
cut the woman off from her captors, he 
even wrapped her in foil of some sort. 
Subsequently he took to trying to 
intercept the signals himself, 
apparently with some success. That is 
to say Bennewitz actually began 
intercepting ELF waves. Unfortunately 
for him, they were our waves and not 
'theirs', probably a by-product of EMP 
testing going on at Kirtland, but 
perhaps a side-shoot of any number of 
Star Wars technologies, from lasers to 
particle beams. 

In some manner, the Air Force learned 
of this. They approached Bennewitz 
directly, and presumably asked him 
voluntarily to halt his monitoring. As 
for Bennewitz, being in the frame of 
mind he was, this only confirmed his 
worst and deepest suspicions: the Air 
Force was in it too! 

Subsequently, Bennewitz got on the 
horn, as we say here, and was soon 
beaming- -h:!.s ·message of dire UFO 
invasion to anyone who would or 
wouldn't listen, from fellow ufologists 
to members of the media, Congress and 
even the President. Not only did he 
not cease his monitoring, he promptly 
composed a computer program which 
purportedly 'translated' the incoming 
alien signals. Bizarre as his warnings 
were, they made perfect sense to a 
growing claque of ufologists camped 
outside Bennewitz's door. 

If Air Force officials can be forgiven 
anything at this point, it is the lack 
of awareness that what they had on 
their hands was a potential raving 
loony; else they might not have 
adopted their next strategy which, 
according to Moore, was to bombard 
Bennewitz with "as much disinformation 
as he could personally absorb" in an 
effort to discredit him personally, 
should he receive any unwanted public 
at tent ion". In effect the position at 
this point was of a civilian citizen 
spying and electronically evesdrop­
ping on his own government, instead of 
the usual vice-versa. Bennewitz could 
be defused, however, if he were made 
out to be a UFO nut, if an when the 
occasion warranted. 

As sometimes happens, the disinform­
ation ploy resulted in unexpected side 
effects, namely a nervous breakdown on 
the part of Bennewitz, whose business, 
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as well as his mental and physical 
health, suffered a serious decline. 
Moore said that Bennewitz was hospit­
alised under psychiatric care, but I 
heard this disputed by someone who 
said they had spoken to Bennewitz's 
son. Other eyewitnesses to events 
agreed, however, that his mental state 
deteriorated considerably, even if 
stopping short of actual confinement. 

On the face of it, most Europeans may 
be already baulking, not necessarily 
given, as are their American counter­
parts, to an inherent distrust of 
government and military officialdom. 
Even Europeans who do routinely take 
official pronouncements with a grain 
of salt, may well want to stop short 
of ascribing such behaviour to 
anything remotely involved with UFOs. 
Fortunately, the sceptics, in the form 
of James Oberg, have already ridden to 
our rescue. 05erg, for one, has long 
argued that the pre perestroika Soviet 
hierarchy routinely engaged in the 
manipulation of UFO reports, mainly as 
a way of letting pass reports that 
were actually civilian observations of 
covert military activities not subject 
to shielding. 

The important point to remember here 
is that said government officials and 
policy were not actively engaged in a 
conscious cover-up of the UFO phenom­
enon itself. But that UFO reports, as a 
category, are much easier to dismiss 
and ignore than the real phenomena! 
As evidence, you have only to ask 
yourself, "where do UFO reports go?" 
and its corollary, "Whatever becomes 
of them?", and the answers are nowhere 
and nothing, not to the investigative 
media, not to the Houses of Congress 
<or Parliament), and certainly not to 

the military authorities themselves. 
They are sui generis dead-end, in and 
of themselves, save for socially 'safe' 
and 'acceptable' civilian UFO organis­
ations and individuals, which can be 
dismissed as misguided 'crackpots', 
who, after all, are only exercising 
their rights within a democratic 
society, even if that right is the 
privilege of self-delusion. 

European ufologists as a whole have a 
way of looking down their snoots at 
Americans who mention the military and 
conspiracy in the same breath as UFO,· 
which we all know is only space age 
folklore. But even as I write, tne 
Sunday New York Times <"All the News 
That's Fit to Print") of August 9, 
1989, is before me. On the front page 
is an article headlined 'Retribution 
Seen in Atom Industry' followed in 
smaller type by '4 Who Cited Safety 
Say They Were Told To See Therapist'. 
May I quote the first two paragraphs: 

"At least four workers who complained 
about safety and environmental prob­
lems at four military nuclear plants 
run for the government by private 

contractors say they were ordered by 
their superiors to see psychiatrists 
or psychologists. 

"The workers and their lawyer all say 
that they believe the orders came as 
retaliation for the allegations they 
made. In two highly pubficized cases 
the allegations against the contract­
ors were confirmed; in the others they 
have been rejected." 

The Land of Opportunity is also where 
we learned, twenty years after the 
fact that the Army in the early 1950's 
experimented with LSD on the citizens 
under their nominal protection, result­
ing in at least one known suicide. If 
we have a collective proclivity for 
paranoia maybe it's justified and 
maybe it's not. Colonel North is either 
a national hero or a political scoun­
drel, depending on who you interview. 

None of the aforementioned is by way 
of saying that the government knows 
more about UFOs than the average 
civilian ufologist, or that there ls 
anything about UFOs to know, least of 
all that they represent the vanguard 
of an alien invasion force, hell-bent 
on mutilating humans. But it is to say 
that the scenario outlined by Moore, 
in its generalities and particulars, 
has its own peculiar precedents and in 
no way lies outside the realm of 
everyday possibility. In short, no deep 
psychological interpretation of the 
individual and collective American 
psyche need be conjured up or called 
forth to explain the events described 
by Moore other than real-time 
occurrences involving real time people. 

The fly in an already sticky ointment 
at this point was Bennewitz himself. 
Obviously the Air Force knew they had 
a loose cannon on the deck, and just 
as obviously they underestimated the 
degree of looseness by a magnitude or 
two. The best that can be said in 
their favour is that they probably had 
no way of knowing their own activities 
would drive Bennewitz over the edge. 
In any event, should the case ever 
come to court, their defence would be 
that Bennewitz had driven himself 
crazy. Knowing he was the subject of 
AFOSI surveillance only confirmed 
Bennewitz's penchant for paranoia. 

By mid- 1982, according to Moore, 
"Paul's story contained virtually all 
the elements found in the current crop 
of rumours being circulated around the 
UFO community. there were two groups 
of aliens, one malevolent, one more 
friendly. the malevolent ones, which 
Paul referred to as the 'greys', were 
really in control, and they were the 
ones responsible for the cattle 
mutilations, for human abductions and 
the implanting of sinister control 
devices in humans, for maintaining a 
secret underground base under Arcbu­
leta Peak near Dulce in northwestern 
New Mexico, and for having supplied 



the U. S. Government with alien space 
hardware and weapons which ultimately 
proved defective or were caused to 
crash, thus leaving human civilization 
virtually defenceless against 
invasion." 

Most of the paranoid scenario promul­
gated by Lear and his small circle of 
followers, then, had its genesis in the 
fevered brain of Paul Bennewit z, aided 
to a <unwit ting? ) degree by AFOSI 
machinations, and Moore himself, as 
the agent who passed doctored, and in 
some cases wholly fabricated, 'official' 
UFO documents from Dot y  to Bennewit z. 

Moore's confession drew a few ugly 
ut terances from Lear and Bennewit z  
followers in the audience and from 
those who felt their worst suspicions 
about Moore confirmed. In such an 
atmosphere misunderstandings were 
almost inevitable. A few participants I 
talked to believed that Moore admit ted 
willingly and knowingly participating 
in the spread of disinformation. this 
would not seem to be the case, and 
once Moore learned what was really 
going on, sometime in 1 984, he declin­
ed any further participation. By this 
time at least one other individual, Lee 
Graham another UFO researcher, had 
also come under surveillance because 
of his persistent Freedom of Infor­
mation Act requests for documents 
dealing with Stealth technology. 

Ordinarily, that might have been the 
end of it , but these were hardly 
ordinary circumstances or times. Fast 
forward to Linda Moulton Howe, an 
independent Colorado producer of TV 
documentaries who became involved 
with animal mutilations in the late 
1 970's. Her research resulted in the 
1 980 hour-long video A Strange 
Harvest, focusslng on cut-up cat t re, 
and the massive, just published Alien 
Harvest, a 455-page hardback replete 
with colour microphotographs of laser­
like incisions in Arkansas cat tle, 
pictures of anomalous lights from the 
same area, adjoining Texas, a Foreward 
by Jacques Vallee, and much regurgit­
ated Bennewit z, mostly in the form of 
commentary by one Bill Caper, a Lear 
confidant.  Subtit led 'Further Evidence 
Linking Animal Mutilations and Human 
Abductions to Alien Life Forms', 
Harvest also contains a 33-page t rans­
cript of a hypnosis session conducted 
by Leo Sprinkle on the women and boy 
who said they wit nessed aliens 
mutilating animals, the very same case 
in which Bennewit z  was originally 
involved. 

Alien Harvest is in fact the print ed 
version of the UFO documentary Howe 
herself originally had in mind when 
she signed a production cont ract with 
the ca5le-TV net work, Home Box Office, 
in March of 1 983. That proposed 
documentary, UFOs: the E- T Factor, was 
never made, for reasons that will soon 

become apparent .  A prime source for 
the film Howe had in mind was none 
other than Bennewit z, whom AFOSI had 
assumed defused or decommissioned. 
Now, no doubt to their chagrin, he was 
about to 'star', or at least be feat­
ured, in a UFO documentary to be hyped 
and shown on national TV! 

According to the scenario Moore out­
lined, something akin to cont rolled 
panic must have broken out within 
AFOSI. Unknown to Moore, apparently, 
the same disinformation intended to 
discredit Bennewit z  was dusted off and 
reused, this time with Howe as the 
recipient, and Doty doing the duping 
in person. A good deal of Harvest is 
in fact given over to Howe's 'double­
cross' at the hands of Doty, happy to 
be taken as Falcon. According to Howe, 
Doty not only showed her 'official' 
documents similar to the Presidential 
briefing papers which later surfaced 
as MJ-1 2, he also intimated that 
certain officials wit hin the govern­
ment hierarchy charged wit h UFO policy 
were dissatisfied with that policy, and 
might well welcome a measured release 
of much of the revealing 'Top Secret • 
stuff in their files, including film 
footage of an actual encounter 
between alien beings and U. S. military 
personnel, alleged to have taken place 
at Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota. 

If Howe was flat tered, her superiors 
at Home Box Office must have been 
flabbergasted to an equal degree. the 
planned documentary was rapidly rising 
above the realm of a normal 'eye­
cat cher' to the rarefied heigh ts of 
scoop of the century. 

But it was not to be. the benefit of 
hindsight makes it appear that Dot y  
and his superiors simply st rung Howe 
along with a series of postponed dead­
lines for delivery of the epoch making 
material. Eventually, one might say 
inevitably, Home Box Office officials 
grew disenchanted with the delays and 
cancelled the contract.  Taken at face 
value, Howe's runaround experiences 
with Doty, as well as t he wealth of 
'information' conducted through the 
AFOSI disinformation conduit that was 
Bennewitz, permeate her book. Moore, 
somewhat gratuitously, and disregard­
ing entirely the dat a  out of Arkansas, 
which Howe presented in her own 
symposium speech, referred to Alien 
Harvest as "a dismal crop failure". 

Outside the lecture hall before his 
tal� Howe greeted Moore with fire in 
her eyes: "This has gone on long 
enough," she said, " I want to know 
who's being used and why?" 

"I know the answer to that one", Moore 
said. "We both were. "  
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11 EVANS, H i l ar y .  Alt ernnte 
Sl ntes of Consc i ousnessj un­
sel f,  otherself nnd supersel � 
Aqunrinn Press, 1989. £6. 99. 

I n  h i s l atest book H i l ar y  
Evans d i scusses t he a l t ered 
states of consc i ousness in  
wh i c h  we encounter  Magon i a, 
and where  rea l i t y i s  aec on­
st ruct ed. P r ev i ous stud i es of 
ASC have tended to  c ome from a 
med i c a l /academi c  back ground, 
and concentrate  on states i n­
duced by drugs, medi t a t i on and 
ot her tec hn i quesi Evans on the  
other  hand d i scusses pr i mar i l y 
spont aneous ASC ' s, espec i a l l y  
t hose o n  t h e  deb at a b l e  front­
i er between psyc hopa t h o l ogy 
and parapsych o l ogy .  T hese 
stat es, wh i c h  Evans sees 
ex i st i n g  in cont r ad i st inct i on 
to t he ' Usua l St ates of  
Consc i ousness' WSC > - t he 
wor l d  of day l i ght  r eason and 
commonsense - he d i v i des i n t o  
the unse l f , ot herse l f  and 
super se l f  of the subt i t l e , and 
paradox i c a l  stat es.  

I n  unse l f there may be  e i t her  
a l ower ing  of t he state  of  
consc i ousness as i n  s l eep  or  
somnambul i sm, or  fugue states 
suc h as h i g hway hypnos i s .  i or 
a d i m i nut i on of  the  persona l ­
i t y  and act i v i t y  suc h a s  occur 
in sc h i zophren i c  or  depress i ve 
apathy. I n  ext r eme c ases t h i s  
can t ak e  t h e  form  o f  n i h i l i st ­
i c  de l u s i ons,  t h e  be l i ef t hat 
one is dead or is d i m i n i s h i n g  
l i k e  the  I nc r ed i b l e  Shr i nk i ng 
Man. 

It is per haps t he ot her t hr ee 
states wh i c h  tend most to  
at t ract  t he a t t en t i on of t he 
psrc h i c a l  resear c hers ,  ufo l og­
t s  s and t he l i ke .  Unsel f 
states are states i n  wh i c h  t he 
exper i ent becomes ' someone 
e l se' , as in possess i on 

llf)()J{ 
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t rance, mu l t i p l e  persona l i t y  
or  hypnot i c  past l i fe regres­
s i on .  T hese states may be  
assoc i ated w i t h  phys i o l og i c a l  
c hanges, t h e  sur fac i n g  o f  
h idden t a l ents  or  the  
resur fac i n g  of l ost knowl edge, 
etc. In some cases t hese ot her 
states can be seen as examp l es 
of symbo l i c sui c i de. 

H i gher Se l f  states mi ght  be  
c ha r acter i sed by fee l i ngs of 
' abso lute poss i b i l i t y' or 
i n f l a t i onary states .  They may 
range from t r ans i ent peak 
exper i ences to  ful l y-f l edged 
man i a. The  enhanced powe r s  may 
be  t hose of phys i ca l  endur­
anc e,  suc h as t he f i r e wa l ke r s  
o r  the  increased produc t i v i ty 
of t he ' i nsp i red art i st ' . A l so 
assoc i at ed w i t h  t h i s  i nf l at ­
i onary scenar i o  i s  t he 
hyperaest hes i a  wh i c h  i t  has 
been sugges t ed i s  caused by  
ma l func t i on i ng of the  bra i n ' s 
i nformat i on f i l t er i ng syst em. 
peo p l e  w i t h  mi l d1 genera l i sed 
hyperaest hes i a  may we l l  c ome 
t o  t h i nk of t hemse l ves as 
psyc h i c  or  espec i a l l y  empat h­
i c ,  wh i c h  adds to  t he i n f l at ­
i onary over-conf i dence and 
sense of spec i a l ness. Oft en ,  
h i gh l i gh t ed powers  i n  one area  
may be accompan i ed by a 
nar row i n g  or l ower i ng e l se­
where ,  as in many hypnot i c  or 
hyster i c a l  s t at es: t he person 
w t t h  hyster i c a l  par a l ys i s  yet 
w i t h  ext r aord inary v i sua l or 
aud i t ory  hyperaest hes i a  woul d  
be  a case i n  po i nt .  Ext reme 
examp l es are  prov i ded by t he 
idi o t-snrnnts di scussed by  

Dar o l d  Tr effer t .  

Evans l eads us t hrough  a 
var i ety  of st range exper i en 
ces .  a l l suggest i n g  t hat  ASC 
are natur a l  (everyone dreams > ,  
and i n  t he i r  more ext r eme 
forms can be t r i ggered by a 

var i e t y  of phys i ca l  and/or  
psyc ho l og i c a l  st resses. I n  
d i f ferent peo p l e  t hese produce 
greater or l esser a l terat i on ,  
b l u r r i n g  t he l i ne between t he 
patho l o g i c a l  and t h e  non­
pat ho l og i c a l .  The  nocturna l 
UFO encounter and abduc t i on 
pro v i de a good examp l e  of how 
ASC can deve l op in t he cruc i a l  
brew o f  drows i ness, hyperae­
mi as and anx i ety,  w i t h  d i m i n­
i shed sensory i n put , wh i c h  can 
generate near par ano i d  anx i ety 
s t ates i n  t he most stab l e, 
w i t h  d i stort ions of sensory 
exper i ence.  In  some vu l nerab l e  
peo p l e  t h e  l oss of  cont i nuous 
i nt ense sensory i nput may l ead 
to  t r ans i ent depressed and 
fugue slates wi t h  extreme 
fee l i ngs of he l p l essness and 
• be ing tr apped• . These fee l ­
i ngs may be trans l ated i nt o  
abduc t i on fantas i es w i t h  t he i r  
i magery o f  forced medi ca l  
i nspect i on ,  rape and bondage .  

If  one has a cr i t i c i sm of  t h i s  
book i t  i s  t he over-dependence  
on ant i que sourc es suc h as  
Cha r cot .  wh i l e t he h i gh l y  
re l evant works  o f  I an McKe l l ar 
are  passed over i n  sur pr i s i ng 
s i l ence .  Hyster i a, l i k e  wi t c h­
c r aft and UFO abduct  i ons, was 
probab l y  a demand-produced 
rea l i t y  in wh i c h  t he ' pat i en t '  
act ed out t he fantas i es of  t he 
i nt er rogator .  T h i s  shou l d  not 
b l i nd us from rea l i s i ng t hat  
H i l ar y  Evans i s  one  of the few 
i nt erest i ng and st i lllt l at i n g  
wr i ters  i n  a f i e l d p la gued b y  
du l lness. We mi g h t  c av i l a bout 
t he odd det a i l  here and t here ,  
but read i ng Evans • s books  in  
suc c ess i on you get t he i mpres­
s i on of someone who i s  t h i nk ­
i n g  n e w  t houghts  and  grop i n g  
t owards some[h i n g  wh i c h  ma y  
L i berate  our f i e l d  from i t s  
many s t r a i t j ackets  

Peter Rogerson 

11 MOODY1 
Beyond. 
£9. 95. 

13 
Robe r t ,  The L ight 
Macmi  l l an1  1 986. 

In h i s  l at est study of t he 
near-death expe r i ence. Moody 
comes out of t he c l oset and 
dec l ar es h imse l f  a sur v i va l ­
i s t ,  but a s  w i t h  a number  o f  
t hese books i t  i s  d i ff i cu l t t o  
know j ust how l i tera l l y  t he 
aut hor  i nt e r prets  t he exper­
i ence .  For  i nstance,  does 
Moody be l i eve t hat out-of-t he­
body exper i ences i nvo l ve 
quas i -et herea l ether i c  bod i es 
wh i c h  per ce i ve t he env i ronment 
by means of phot ons f a l l i ng  on 
et her ic ret i na? If so  he  
c l ear l y  does not rea l i se t hat  
t h i s  wou l d  mak e  i t  i mposs i b l e  
for t he etherea l body t o  be  
i nv i s i b l e !  Equa l l y , i t  is  not  
c l  ear whet her he regards t he 
tr anscendenta l l ocat i ons as 
be i n g  quas i -phys i c a l  l oc a t ­
i ons.  

A maj or po i nt over l ooked i n  
suc h stud i es i s  t hat t hey are  
not  d i rec t l y  study ing  expe r i ­
enc es,  but are dea l i ng w i t h  
nar r at i ves wh i c h  have been 
soc i a l l y  const ruct ed. in wh i c h  
exper i ences wh i c h  may not be 
desc r i bab l e  in det a i l ,  a r e  
rec onst ruc ted us i n g  the  i d i om 
of popu lar  c u l ture and c l i c he 
i n  an effort t o  commun i ca t e  
somet h i ng of  t he i neffab l e. 

Moody fo l l ows i n  a l ong  
t radt t i on of p i et i st i c  t r ac t s  
i n  mak i ng hea l i ng and convers­
i onary c l a i ms for his prev i ous 
books, suc h as in t he story  of 
the c r i pp l ed o l d  l ady who was 
g i ven the  strength  to get out 
and a bout aga i n  after read i n g  
a copy of L ife nfter L ife 
g i ven to  her by  a ne i gh bour .  

Muc h o f  t he book has a t y p i c a l  
atmosphere of Amer i can ' new­
age i sm• as in t he ext raord i n­
ary c l a i m  t hat  acceptance of  
an  after l i fe wou l d  put an end 
to  war .  Abso l ute  r e l i g i ous 
fa i t h  in after l i fe c e r t a i n l y  
d i d  not deter  t he I ran i an s  o r  
the  Crusaders .  Many o f  t he 
c l a i med post -exper i ence char­
acter  c hanges seem t o  resemb l e  
t hose o f  members o f  encounter  
groups etc . , and t he • fee l i ngs  
of be i ng enve l o ped i n  an oc ean 
of l ove" , H l ov i ng everybody" 
and go i ng about wi t h  a f i xed 
smi le ,  wou l d  be  seen by many 
as c l as s i c  den i a l  sympt oms .  
T h i s  does not of  course i nva l ­
idate the  phenomeno l o g i c a l  
c ha racter  o f  t he exper i ences 
wh i c h, even if  subj ect i ve,  are  
proudl y  mean i ngful to  t he 
exper i ent .  Peter Rogerson 
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11 DELGADO, Pat and  ANDREWS, 
Co l i n .  Circulor Evidence.· o 
de t o i led invest i go l ion of t he 
f I ol l ened stti rl  ed crops phen­
omenon. London, B l oomsbury, 
1 969 .  f 1 t  95 

11 FULLER, Paul and RANDLES, 
Jenny.  Controversy of t he 
Circl es.· on invesl igot i on o f  
t he crop circ l es myst ery. 
BUFORA, 1 969 

11 MEADEN, Geor ge Terence .  The 
Circles Effect ond i t s  !1yst er­
ies. Bradford-on-Avon, W i l t s, 
Art et ec h, 1 96 9 .  £ 9 .  95 

C rop  damage has numer ous 
c auses, suc h as s t r ong w i nds, 
h a i l ,  p l ant d i seases, pest s, 
or t ramp l i n g  by persons and 
an i ma l s. But when t he damage 
t ak es t he form  of shar p l y  
def i ned c i rc l es, r i nged c i rc ­
l es and even symmet r i ca l l y  
a r r an ged groups o f  c i r c l es, 
t hen some more e laborate ex­
p l anat i on i s  c a l l ed for . These 
t hree  new books comp l ement one 
anot her i n  t ha t  t hey  present 
and i nt e r pret t he ev i denc e i n  
d i f fe r ent ways.  

Circulor Evi dence cont a i ns 
exc e l l ent phot ographs, ma i n l y  
i n  c o l our, and deta i l ed des­
c r i pt i ons, wh i c h  mak e  i t  
usefu l  a s  a wor k  o f  reference .  
However,  i t s  t reatment o f  
t heor i es i s  weak a n d  h i gh l y  
specu l at i ve .  The  t heory  t hat 
t hey  may be caused by wh i r l ­
w i nds i s  d i smi ssed as • a 
j ok e ' . The aut hors conc lude, 
after  di scuss i n g  var i ous un­
l i k e l y  exp l anat i ons, t hat ' t he 
c i r c l es are c r eated b y  an  
unknown forc e  man i pu l ated b y  
an unknown i n t e l l i gence ' . O f  
course, i f  you at cept t hat 
t heory, t hen you don ' t have to  
bot her t h i nk i n g  a bout i t  any 
fur t her,  as suc h a t heory can 
exp l a i n  prac t i ca l l y anyt h L ng .  

Or  11eaden, in The Circ les 
Effect ond i t s  11yst erie� 
refuses to take  suc h an easy 
way out . He has been work i n g  
o n  t he c i rc l es pr ob l em s i nce  
1 960. He i s  a phys i c i s t  w i t h  a 
strong i nt erest  i n  meteoro­
l ogy, espec i a l l y t he mor e  
unusua l o r  poor l y  researc hed 
k i nds of met eor o l o g i c a l  phen­
omena is ed i tor  of  t he Journoi 
of /1et eorolog" wh i c h  c ont a i ns 
many i nt er est i ng reports  on 
suc h t o p i cs.  Meaden has deve l ­
oped t he t heory  t hat c rop  
c i r c l es are caused by • a 
prev i ous l y  unrecogn i z ed k i nd 
of atmospher i c  p l asma vor t ex • . 
Ord i nary  fa i r-weat her wh i r l ­
w i n ds, somet i mes observed i n  

Eng l and o n  hot summer after­
noons, wou l d  not  l eave r e gu l ar 
c i  r e  l es i n  c rops. Mea den 
a t t r i but es t h i s  regu l a r i t y t o  
i nt ense i on i sat i on .  Under the 
r i ght  condi t i ons, separat i on 
of e l ec t r i c  c ha r ges i n  t he 
rotat i n9 c o l umn can l ead to  
i on i sat L on i n t ense enough t o  
c ause powe r fu l  e l ec t r i c  f i e l ds 
wh i c h  const r a i n  t he a i r  to  
move i n  a h i gh l y  r e gu l a r  
manne r .  Meaden ' s  desc r i pt i ons 
of  t he processes i nvo l ved are  
rather  hard t o  fo l l ow, and 
t he r e  i s  no mat hemat i c a l  
t r eatment of  t he t heory  g i ven 
in the book. T h i s  is hardl y  
sur pr i s i n g, a s  mat hemat i c a l  
desc r i pt i ons of  t h e  behav i our 
of rotat i n g  f lu i ds are some­
what comp l i c at ed, and w i l l  be 
made even more so when t he 
e f fe c t s  of e l ec t r i c  c ha r g e  
separat i on h a v e  to  be tak en 
i nt o  account ! 

T he t heory  i s  st i l l  be i n g  
deve l o ped and Meaden h a s  t o  
k eep mak i n g  adj ustments  t o  
account f o r  new l y  d i scovered 
features of t he c i r c l es .  The 
a t t i tude of profess i ona l met­
eor o l og i st s  t o  h i s  wor k  is  
somewhat scept i c a l  and  a l oof, 
most of  t hem re j ec t i ng t he 
c i rc l es as t he work  of hoax­
ers. Meaden ' s  r e p l y  to  t hem 
i s : ' But as w i t h  a l l  spe c i a l ­
i st t op i c s i n  sc i ence, t hose 
who are  unqua l i f i ed to j udge 
shou l d  r e fr a i n  from comment .  
No-one, but no-one, shou l d  
adopt a pos�ur e on t he c i rc l es 
prob l em w i t hout f i rst exam i n­
i ng, i n  t he company of an 
expe r t  gu i de, at l east  a few 
c i rc l es in t he f i e l d. • 

I f  t h e  t heory  of p l asma 
vort i ces  shou l d  turn out t o  be 
c o r r ec t ,  it  woul d  exp l a i n a 
g reat many UFO r eport s, muc h 
to t he c hagr i n  of ETH ent h­
us i asts. Suc h vor t i ces  wou l d  

g l ow i n  t h e  dark  and produce 
a l ar m i n g  e l ec t r i ca l  effec t s, 
suc h as t hose desc r i bed i n  
man y  UFO encounters .  A numbe r  
of examp l es are  g i ven i n  t he 
book . 11eaden a l so g i ves  t h r ee 
eyewi tness account s  of c i rc l es 
ac tua l l y  be i ng for med, i nc lud­
i ng one by Art hur S hut t l ewood, 
who was w i t h  a L a r ge number  o f  
o t h e r  wi tnesses at t he t i me .  
T h e r e  a r e  a numbe r  of  b i z a r r e  
repo r t s  i n  S hutt l ewood' s wr i t ­
i ngs t hat cou l d  be a t t r i but ed 
to  si  ght i ngs of  p l asma vor t ­
i ces.  

In  Controversy of t he Circle� 
Fu l l er and Randl es g i ve an 
exce l l ent rev i ew of c i rc l es 
repor t s ,  t heo r i es and f i e l d  
i nvest i gat i ons.  A l l o f  t he 
t heor i es are  d i scussed, but 
11eaden ' s  is by far t he mos t  
favoured b y  BUFORA i nvest i ga t ­
o r s .  T h e  aut hors are  we l L  
awa r e  of the  var i ous obj e c t ­
i ons t o  t he t heory, t hough,  
and t here  is  no t endency t o  be  
dogmat i c  about i t . Cons i de r ­
a b l e  space i s  devoted t o  
revea l i n g  t he act i v i t i es o f  
t he myt h-makers, and t he mo r e  
i r r espons i b l e  ufo l o 9 i sts  who 
constant l y  a i r  t he L r  absurd 
not i ons in t he t a b l o i ds and i n  
t he barmi er  UFO j ourna l s . 

T he aut hors of a l l t hr ee books 
are  in agreement  in d i sm i ss i n g  
hoax i ng a s  a maj o r  cause o f  
c i rc l e format i on .  T h e y  po i n t  
to  t he great c omp l ex i t y of  t he 
manner i n  wh i c h  t he c r ops a r e  
L a id down a n d  var i ous o t h e r  
det a i l s wh i c h  a r e  d i f f i cu l t  or  
i mposs i b l e  t o  pr oduce a r t i f i c­
i a l l y . Th i s  L eaves us w i t h  
on l y  O r  Meaden ' s  t he o r y  wor t h y  
o f  ser i ous c ons i derat i on, 
un l ess we prefer  to start  
bur b l i n g  about myst e r i ous 
forc es and a l i en i nt e l l i genc es 
whenever t he subj ect  i s  
men t i oned. John  Harney 

C i rc l es in  a f i e ld of  rye  at Wi nter bourne Stoke 
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11 OWEN, A l ex .  The Oorkened 
Room; ttomen, power ond spiri t ­
ual ism i n  tot e 1 9th century 
Engiond. V i rago, 1 989, £ 1 1 .  95.  

A l ex owen stud i es the l i ves of 
a number  of  women who were  
assoc i at ed w i t h  1 9t h  c entur y 
s p i r i tua l i sm. She sees medi um­
sh i p  as a way i n  wh i c h women 
cou l d  i mpr ove t he i r  soc i a l  
status , i ndependence and 
c i r c l e  of  fr i ends. It was one 
of the few semi -respec tab l e  
careers  open to  work i ng-c l ass 
women,  and even for t he m idd l e  
c l asses i t  cou l d  l ead t o  an 
escape from  the conf i nes  of 
the draw i n g  room and be i n g  an 
adjunc t to a ma l e  wor l d. 
I nstead t he woman med ium cou l d  
bec ome a f i gure  of power and 
i n f luenc e in her own r i ght ,  
and cou l d  assoc i at e  wi t h  t he 
r i c h, famous and i nt e l l ectua l .  

Br i t i s h  sp i r i tua l i sm, t hough 
genera l l y  progress i ve i n  out­
l ook was c ons i der a b l y  l ess 
rad i c a l  t han in t he Un i t ed 
Stat es, whe r e  free- l ove  was 
d i scussed and somet i mes prac­
t i c ed. Desp i t e  l i berat i n g  
women, s p i r i tua l i sm st i l l  he l d  
to  t r ad i t i ona l not i ons o f  
femi n i n i t y, i n  wh i c h  women 
wer e  sen as subm i ss i ve i nst ru­
ments  of of s p i r i tua l powe r .  

I f  women became t oo progr es­
s i ve and i ndependent however ,  
t he i r  husbands and other  
r e l at i ves  mi ght  be tempt ed to  
have t hem p l aced i n  lunat i c  
asy lums . Two women who 
suffered in t h i s  manner wer e  
Geor g i na We l don, who turned 
her home i nt o  an or phanage 
o r gan i sed on progress i ve 
l i nes.  and Lou i sa Lowe, who 
acted too hast i l y on t he 
adv i c e of aut omat i c  wr i t i n g .  
It  must be admi t t ed t hat bot h 
women we re  pr oba b l y  man i c ­
depres s i ve, and Mr s Lowe had 
per i ods of severe  pa rano i d  
ps yc hos i s  - but as  t he say i ng 
goes ,  " j ust  bec ause you' re 
par ano i d  doesn ' t men t hey •  re  
not out t o  get you" , and l oc k ­
i ng your w i fe i n  a lunat i c  
asy l um was a d e  fac t o  form o f  
d i vorce  i n  l he 1 9 t h  centur y .  
I t  w a s  of  cour se muc h  harder 
for w i ves to  have t he i r  
hus bands l oc k ed up. I n  Mrs 
Lowe' s cas e  it  i s  di f f i cul t to  
t e l l whet her t he aut omat i c  
wr i t i n g  ( a  d i a l o gue between an 
O l d  Lady and God, in effect 
d i a l ogue between depr ess i on 
and man i a )  exacerbated her 
psyc hos i s  or pr ov i ded a safety 
va l ve .  Some of her act i v i t i es 
reca l l t hose  of modern day 
' psyc h i c  quest ers ' . 



11s Owen sees t he seanc e room 
as a t heat r e  in wh i c h  h idden 
des i r es cou l d  be p l ayed out -
she po ints  out t he teas i n g  
semi -nudi t y  of many mater i a l ­
i sed f i gures - a mag i c a l  p l ac e  
in  wh i c h  t he W i l l  i am Crookes 
of t h i s  wor l d  c oo l d be enc han­
ted. She avo i ds t he s i mp l i c i t ­
i es of bot h t he Rut h Brandon 
and t he Br i an I n g l i s  appr oac h 
to t he sub j ec t , and pr esents  a 
rounded and sympat het i c  
por t ra i t , wh i c h  shou l d  b e  o f  
great i nterest t o  many of  our 
readers .  Peter Rogerson 
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11 HEARNE, Ke i t h . Visions o f  
the Fut ure; on invest igot ion 
of premoni t ions. Aqua r i an 
press, 1 989 .  £4 .  99 .  

I n  order  t o  eva l ua t e  premon i t ­
i ons w e  need to  exam i ne 
mat e r i a l  wh i c h  was unden i ab l y  
i n  t he pub l i c  doma i n  before 
t he pred i c t ed events came t o  
pass. t here  i s  l i t t l e  of t h i s  
in  Or  Hearne'  s book, mu c h  of 
wh i c h  cons i sts  of  anecdotes by  
peo p l e  who be l i eve t hey are  
psyc h i c .  Often  t hese anecdotes 
are of a persona l nature not 
sub j ec t  to  ver i f i cat �on, or 
whose ver i f i c a t i on l i es in  t he 
memor i es of  fr i ends and 
r e l at i ons, whose memor ies  are 
l i ab l e  to t he same d istor t i ons 
as t he perc i p i ents, and are i n  
any case un l i k e l y  t o  cont ra­
d i c t  t he word of a fr i end of 
l oved one in a l etter  or 
t e l ephone conversat i on w i t h  a 
st ranger .  

Memo r y  can rearrange fac ts .  
For examp l e  a woman who took a 
day ' s l eave f r om work  to meet  
a fr i end f r om Amer i c a  in  
U ve r poo l on t he day of t he 
t rag i c  Henderson ' s  depar tment 
store f i re .  t he l ad ies  were  
go i ng t o  Henderson ' s when when 
the perc i p i ent  repo r t ed a 
fee l i n g  t hat  ' we should  not be 
toget he r ' , and made the excuse 
t hat urgent work  had come up 
and went to  her off i ce - where  
i ndeed t here  was urgent  work .  
later tha t  afternoon her 
fr i end came to  meet  her, wh i t e  
and shak i ng. S h e  had stro l l ed 
around the  c i t y c ent r e  after  
t hey had par t ed, and ar r i ved 
at Henderson' s in t i me to  see 
peop l e  j ump i n g  out of t he 
w indows. I s  one be ing  over­
scept i c a l  is  suggest i n g  t hat  
the  or i g i na l r eason for  t he 
par t i n g  was t hat t he per c i p­
ient had found out about t he 
ur gent work  after  o r gan i s i ng 
her day ' s l eave, and her 
consc i ence  got the better  of 
her? No doubt memo r y  c hanged 

after hear i ng about t he c l ose  
shave. 

Just how vague the conne c t i on 
between premon i t i on and t he 
a l l eged event  can be i s  
demonst rated i n  t he cas e  o f  a 
woman who had a dream t hat 
" s he was i n  a squar i sh o l d  
car . . .  l i k e  a n  o l d Aus t i n K ,  I n  
t h e  c a r  w i t h  her were  t wo men 
i n  German SS un i form. A l i mo ­
us i ne type c a r  was approach­
i ng. A man w i t h  a ' pock-marked 
face ' , ident i f i ed unc e r ta i n l y  
on wak i ng a s  Trevor Howa r d, 
was get l i ng  out of i t .  The  t wo 
SS men got out of t he o ld c ar 
and one of t hem drew a p i s t o l  
from h i s  ho l ster  and f i r ed 
sever a l  shots at t he actor ,  
who  fe l l . T he SS  men dashed 
back t o ·  t he i r  car and drove 
off.  A man was l eft s i t t i n g  i n  
t he ot her c a r .  T h i s  somehow 
becomes a predi c t i on of t he 
assass i nat i on attempt on Pres­
i dent Reagan, because he was 
an ex-ac t o r  1 and h i s  wou l d-be  
assass i n  H i nk l ey  had been  a 
member of t he US Naz i part y  
for a br i e f  t i me .  T h e  mor e  
scept i c a l  w i l l  see i t  a s  a 
memory  of some war f i l m  wh i c h  
has affec t ed the  perc i p i ent -
t here must be sever a l  i n  wh i c h  
Tr evor Howard confronts  SS 
off i cers .  

In  o t her  cases t he premon i t i ­
ons appear t o  b e  r e l ated t o  
t he psycho l og i c a l  pro b l ems of 
t he perc i p i ent, but as rea l 
names are  used i t  i s  probab l y  

not a good i dea t o  c omment t o  
any g r eat extent, t hough t he 
per sona l i t y  prof i l es Hearne 
g i ves  suggest s t hey have s i m­
i l ar  per sona l i t y  st ruc tures t o  
some abduc t ees.  Rather  mo r e  
i nt e r est i n g  a r e  cases i n  wh i c h  
peo p l e  be l i eve  t he y  have 
expe r i enced precogn i t i ons of 
news f l ashes of  dramat i c  
events.  Aga i n, t he d i ff i cu l t y  
l i es i n  f i nd i n g  non-memorate  
e v i denc e t hat  t he event s did  
t ak e  p l ac e  as desc r i bed. 

Hearne makes an i nt erest i n g  
suggest i on:  t hat premon i to r y  
a b i l i t y i s  commonest amongst 
women of  c h i l dbea r i n g  age, and 
is part  of an evo lut i onar y  
sur v l va l  mec han i sm. However,  
as Hearne t hen proceeds to  
exp l a i n  premon i t i ons by a 
rat her  par ano i d  form of  
i dea l i sm i n  wh i c h  t he who l e  
un i verse i s  seen a s  a dream, 
wh i c h  i s  b e i n g  man i pu l ated by  
who? i n  order  t o  foo l us, but 
T he pr i soner, oops, I ' m sor r y, 
Hearne, i s  sear c h i ng for omens 
and c o i nc idenc es i n  order to 
b l ow t he gaffe < How does 
Hearne know t hat h i s  r eade r s  
are  not par t  of t he i l lus­
i on? ) .  Hearne be l i eves t ha t  
accept ance of t h i s  woul d  turn 
peo p l es '  mi nds t o  sp i r i tua l 
t h i n gs.  No doubt t hey  cou l d  
t hen c a r r y  o n  t h i nk i ng t hat 
ever y t h i ng i n  t he wor ld  is 
l ove l y  and no-one i s  be i ng 
crushed to deat h by t anks i n  
t he name of somet h i n g  o r  
o ther .  Pet er Rogerson 
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1 1  SHUKER, Car l N. P .  Hyst ery Cot s  or t he tlorl  d; from blue 
t igers t o  Exmoor bellsts. Ha l e, 1 989 .  £ 1 2 . 95 

Anyone expec t ing  ano t her l i gh t ,  gee-wh i z, ' l ook what ' s  out 
t here •  romp of t he McEwan / Bord  var i e t y  w i l l  f i nd t h i s  book 
somet h i n g  of  a shock, for it is a dec i de l y  ser i ous book, by a 
dec i ded l y  ser i ous ( c r y pt o ) zoo l og i st,  and a l t hough some of the  
aut hor ' s  ar guments are  r at her t e c hn i ca l  for  t he l ay reader,  but 
t hey  are  wor t h  persever i n g  w i t h  i n  order to underst and t he core  
of h i s  t hes i s .  

Esc hewing  paranorma l i s t  specu l at i on, S huk e r  argues i n  favour of  
what  mi ght be c a l l ed ' moderate  anoma l i es '  - yes,  t he r e  are  
Sur rey  Pumas, but t he y  are  esc apeesj  t he r e  are i ndeed poor l y  
desc r i bed fe l i ds i n  Afr i ca, Sout h Ame r i ca and, perhaps, Nor t h  
Ame r i c ai Aust r a l ian  mys t e r y  c a t s  w i l l  be  e i t her  marsup i a l s  o r  
y e t  mor e  esc apees.  

Scept i c s  m i gh t  t h i nk t hat S huk e r ' s t hes i s  depends an awful l o t  
o n  care l ess peo p l e  a l l ow i n g  b i g  cats  t o  escape a l l  o v e r  t he 
p l ac e, and t hat  Shuker ' s  wor k  i s  an examp l e  of Mauge r ' s t h es i s  
o f  • natura l i sat i on'  and ' sc i ent i f i c a t ion '  o f  supe r natur a l  and 
myt h i c  be l i ef  systems. The appea l of  t he mystery  cat myt h  l i es  
i n  i t s evocat i on o f  t he P l at on i c  essence of cat ,  w i ld  
myst er i ous and  free ,  def y i ng t he moder n  wor ld of t he fac tory  
farm  and  t he proper t y  deve l oper,  even  <espec i a l l y? )  i n  Sur rey .  

Pet er Rogerson 
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11 ROGO, D .  Scat t .  The Return 
from Si lence: o study of neor­
deot h  experiences. Aquar i an 
Pr ess, 1 989 .  f6 .  99  

The sub j ec t  of  near-de a t h  
exper i ences <NOE s )  must  be  
fami l i ar by now  t o  most 
r eaders.  What  t hey  w i l l  want  
t o  know about NOEs is  whet he r  
they  are pur e l y  subj e c t i ve or  
whe t her  t hey  i nd i c a t e  t hat  a 
pur e l y  mater i a l i st i c  account 
of human l i fe is i nadequat e  t o  
exp l a i n  t hem. 

Rogo g i ves a c l ear l y  wr i t ten 
rev i ew of mos t  aspe c t s  of  t he 
subj ect ,  draw i n g  on t he wor k  
of severa l researc hers, suc h 
as Raymond Moody, Kennet h  R i n g  
and H i c hae l Sabom. He  e x p l ores 
t he s i  mi l ar i t i es between NOEs 
and r e l i g i ous V l S l ons, and 
drug- i nduced exper i enc es.  

It  is somet i mes a l l eged t hat 
persons unde r go i ng NOEs  see 
t h i ngs wh i c h  t hey  cou l d  not 
norma l l y  know about , suc h as 
wha t is happen i ng in anot her  
room. Rogo  di scusses suc h 
cases i n  a c hapter  ent i t l ed 
' Paranorma l  aspe c t s  of t he 
NDE ' . He adm i t s  t ha t  per fec t l y  
norma l  exp l ana t i ons are  ava i l ­
ab l e  i n  many c ases, and t hat 
the most i nt er est i ng cases 
have not been r i gorous l y  
i nvest i gated .  However ,  he 
be l i eves t hat  NOEs are 
obj ec t i ve l y  r ea l .  

There  i s  a l so d i scuss i on of  
t he of t he quest i on conc e r n i ng 
t he extent t o  wh i c h  t he 
content  of NOEs i s  cul tura l l y 
determi ned. I nvest i ga t i ons 
among Me l anes i ans showe t hat 
a l t hough t hey  r eported some­
wha t  s i mi l a r  e x pe r i ences, 
t he r e  we re  i mpor tant d i ffe r en­
c es .  The Me l anes i ans d i d  not 
report  out -of-t he-body e x pe r i ­
ences o r  t he fee l i ngs of  
exh i l arat i on, or other  s t r ong  
emo t i ona l reac t i ons common l y  
repo r t ed b y  peo p l e  brough t  up 
in t he Wes t e r n, C h r i st i an 
t r adi t i on who are  t he sour c e  
of  most of the  ava i l a b l e  
reports .  

D i ffer i ng op i n i ons are  pre­
sent ed i n  a very  fa i r  and 
reasonab l e  manner,  mak i n g  t h i s  
book a good i n t roduc t i on t o  
t he sub j ec t .  John Horney 
cccoccccococccoccccccc c c o c c occ 
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11 PENN I CK, N i ge l .  Proct icol  
!logi c  in t he Norse Trodi t ion. 
Aquar i an, 1 989 .  £ 7 . 99 .  

11 BARRETT, C l  i ve.  The Norse 
Torot. Aquar i an, 1 989.  £ 1 4 . 95 
( book and tarot  deck > .  

N i ge l Penn i c k  cont i nues h i s  
re[ r i eva l of neg l ec t ed aspe c t s  
of northern Eur opean fo l k  and 
r e l i g i ous l ore .  F i rst l y  he 
exami nes fo l k l or e  surv i va l s  of 
c a l endri c a l  t r ad i t i ons, t i me 
recordi ng, and percept i ons of  
d i rect i on and or i entat i on 
wh i c h  he l ped to st ructure  t he 
f rameWbrk w i t h i n  wh i c h  t he 
nor t hern peo p l es < here  bas i c ­
a l l y  cons i dered as non-Lat i n  
nor t hern and west ern Europ­
eans ) perc e i ved t he i r  env i ron­
ment and t he nat u r a l  c hanges 
'lt i t h i n  i t .  He t hen cons iders 
nature l ore ;  the nature and 
at t r i butes of  p l ants and 
p l aces, par t i c u l a r l y  as 
revea l ed t hrough  surv i v i ng 
t r adi t i ons and fo l k l ore .  I n  
t he c hapter  ' �1ag i c  o f  t he 
Nor t h '  he l ooks at what i s  
known o f  t he Nor t he r n  myst i c a l  
and re l i g i ous b e l i efs.  An 
interest i ng sec t i on compares 
t he warr i or t rad i l i on o f  t he 
V i k i n g  berserkers w i t h  t he 
bet ter  known or i en t a l  mart i a l  
arts, perce L v t ng a common 
thread between t hem. 

In the f i na l  c hapt e r s  of t he 
book he l ooks at t he poss i b i l ­
i t i es o f  r e-us i n g  some of 
t hese t radi t i ons as part of a 
modern system of myst i c a l  and 
mag i c a l  prac t i c e, and proposes 
a set of r i tua l s  t hat a 
l at t er-day pract i t i oner m i ght  
use. However,  I t h i nk most  
readers  w i l l  f i nd t he book  of 
greatest va l ue for i t s  
recovery and record ing  o f  t he 

wea l t h  of popu l a r  be l i e f  t hat 
has sur v i ved, a l be i t  precar i ­
ous l y, t o  t he present day .  I t  
i s  par t i cu l ar l y  r i c h  i n  t h e  
l or e  of E a s t  Ang l i a, the  
author • s  home t er r i tory .  

Generous l y  i l l ustrat ed, and 
w i t h  usefu l append i ces  and 
g l ossar i es ( I  was p l eased t o  
di scover Be l i sama, t h e  Goddess 
of t he R i ver  Mer se y >  t he book 
is a most readab l e  a c c ount of 
fast di sappear i n g  be l i efs, 
r i tua l s  and surv i va l s  - and i t  
t e l l s  you how many beans mak e  
f i ve !  

Norse Gods and V i k i n g  l i fe  
form  t he bas i s  of t he i l l ust­
rat i ons on C l i ve Bar r at t ' s 
tarot  cards . The  qua l i t y  of 
t he i l l ustrat i ons i s  exc e l ­
l en t :  f i rm l y  yet  de l i c ate l y  
drawn, and us i n g  t o  t he fu l l  
t he r i c h  v i sua l i mager y  of  t h e  
Nor t hern t r ad i  l i ons - a c ont­
rast  t o  some ot her  r ecent  
deck s  from t he same pub l i sh­
ers, wh i c h  have been weak l y  
i l l ust rated. The  t rad i t i ona l 
tarot  t rumps have been very  
we l l  i nt e r pr e t ed t o  aspec t s  of 
Norse myt ho l ogy ;  some t i mes so 
appropr i at l y - t he Hanged Man 
as Od i n  suspended f rom t he 
sac r ed t r ee, for i ns t ance  -
t hat  one i s  t empt ed to ask i f  
t h i s  ma y  have been t he source  
of  t he or i g i na l i mage !  The  
su i t  cards s how aspe c t s  of  
sec u l ar V i k i n g  l i k e  - rat her 
i dea l i sed - but are  a l so good, 
s trong  i mages.  

Thorsons have r ecent l y  been 
t ak en over and I hear rumour s  
t hat  t he i r  n e w  owners  do not 
appr ove of t a r ot .  I hope t h i s  
does not c u t  o f f  what seems t o  
be o u r  on l y  Br i t i sh sou r c e  o f  
new decks .  John Rimmer 

Consu l t i n g  Runest ocks  
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11 PENN I CK, Ni ge l l DEVEREUX, 
Pau l .  L ines on t he L ondscope,· 
l eys ond other l ineor eni gtn11s. 
Ha l e, 1 969 .  £ 1 2 . 95 .  

Sur pr i s i n g  l i t t l e  of  t h i s  book 
is ac t ua l l y  about l eys as we 
know and l ove  t hem. It is a 
det a i l ed expos i t i on of t h e  
var i et y  of l a r ge-sc a l e  l i near  
const ruct  i ons, accept ed by  
est ab l i shment arc hao l og i st s 1  
produc ed by  ma n y  soc i et i es 
acr oss t he wor l d. Eng l i s h  
cursuses, Roman roads, t he 
Naz c a  and other  Andean 1 i n es, 
t he B o l i v i an sac r ed paths .  The  
story  i s  brought  u p  t o  dat e  
wi t h  a study o f  t he con t i nu i ng  
fasc i nat i on w i t h  a l i gnment s  as 
r evea l ed by  med i eva l and 
r ena i ssance ur ban p l ann i n g  to 
suc h un l i k e l y  20th century  
man i festat i ons as M i l t on Keyes 
shopp i n g  cent r e !  

A c hapter  l ooks at  t he deve l ­
opment o f  modern l ey hunt i ng, 
and here one of  t he ma i n  
pur poses for t h i s  book emer­
ges. I t  i s  a t t empt i ng t o  wrest 
[ey-hunt i ng from t he hands of  
t he myst i c s, cut  t h r ou g h  t he 
b l a t her i ngs about ener gy  l i nes 
and r eturn  it t o  rat i ona l 
d iscuss i on.  The  authors draw 

a c l ear d i st i nc t i on between 
' r esearch-based l ey hunt i ng '  
and  what, borr ow i n g  a phrase 
from e l sewher e, we mi ght  ca l l  
' be l i ef-or i ented' l ey hunt i ng, 
and are devastat i ng i n  t he i r  
a t t ac k  on t he l at ter : 11 l he 
excesses of modern l ey wor k ,  
usua l l y dows i ng, are  often a 
m i s h-mash of persona l be l i ef 
systems masquerad i n g  as obj ec­
t L ve  facts .  The  dows i n g  r od 
has bec ome an i mp l ement t o  
aut hor i se t he accept ance  of 
sub j ec t i ve i deas as fac tua l 
statements• . Suc h i c onoc l asm 
11 c an read i l y  l ead t o  accusat­
i ons of be i n g  mater i a l i st ,  
' sc i ent i f i c ' , reduct i on i s t .  . .  11 
wh i c h  are  a l ready emer g i ng  i n  
the  ' ea r t h  myst er i es' press.  

The authors present us w i t h  a 
c l ear summary  of a wea l t h  of 
i n d i sputab l e, but st i l l  mys t ­
er i ous, l i near l andscape feat­
ures.  They have a l so made t he 
s t r ongest case yet  t hat  t he 
remnants of suc h featur es 
ex i st in Br i l a i n  as l eys .  
Anyone wi s h i ng to  c ha l l enge  
t h L s  thes i s  w i l l  now have [o  
do so w i t hout t he a id  of  t he 
' l unat i c  fr i nge '  who have 
pr ev i ous l y  he l ped scupper  t he 
l e y- hunters '  case. John Rimmer 
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