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Major splits are opening up 
amongst abduct ion researchers, 
with a massive slanging match 
between Bud Hopkins and Rima 
Laibow, a professional psychol­
ogist who has worked with 
Hopkins and his network of 
abductees. Laibow questioned 
the competence of Hopkins' 
therapy 61ld counselling of 
abductees, Bnd expressed ser­
ious doubts as to the ethics 
involved (a question which has 
worried thoughtful observers 
on this side of the Atlantic). 
Hopkins in turn has blasted off 
about Laibow's professional 
competence, making serious 
allegations about her profes­
sional ethics. Massive docu­
ments containing accusations, 
counter-accusations and sheer 
abuse are now winging their 

, way around many people in the 
American UFO world. 

experiences. In an article in 
International UFO Reporter she 
shows that a higher incidence 
of child abuse is reported 
amongst abductees than the 
population as a whole. This 
introduces important issues 
into the abduction debate, 
making it even more vi tal that 
those investigating this area 
are competent to deal with it. 
It is terrifying to think of 
the damage that might be 
caused by insensitive question­
ing by some of the enthusi­
astic backyard psychologists 
hovering around the UFO field. 

I suggested a while ago that 
it migbt be as well if ufolog­
ists stood back from abduction 
reports 61ld ceBsed trying to 
fit them into our own frame of 
reference. The quite reasonable 
response was made at the t�e 

Continued on Page 13 
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Much of what could be said 
about Tom Bullard's and 'Daryl 
Collins's' rep lies in the last 
issue of Magonia has been said 
many times before; the fact 
that the published information 
on many abductees conflicts 
with the image of psychologic­
al stability which they seek to 
promote, is often overlooked. 
Thus Charles Hickson is pre­
sented as a 'non-fantasy-prone' 
individual, and as the model of 
the abduction story which is 
revealed without the use of 
hypnosis. However, Bullard does 
not mention Hickson's subse­
quent career as a contactee. It 
is Daryl Collins whom is the 
exception, not Whitley Strieber. 
Nor does Bullard really get to 
grips with the fact that only 
a few individual investigators 
'uncover '  most abduction stor­
ies. <Something British ufolog­
ists could enlighten him about, 
were it not for this country's 
absurdly strict libel laws.) 

If we are being expected to 
take these abduction stories 
seriously, then are we expected 
to take Adamski, Fry, Bethurum, 
and Buck Nelson at face value? 
Are we to take stories of 
witches sabbats seriously, 
where the same arguments were 
presented: "How could all these 
people know of the same small 
detailsu - which impressed 
magistrates of the period. 
Bullard raises a number of 
points. He argues that abduct­
ion stories are too stereotyped 

to be "just folklore", and lack 
individulistic touches. The 
idea of "individualistic flour­
ishes and artistic touches" of 
course harmonises with the 
individualistic culture of 
American capitalism. Yet it is 
deeply at odds with the folk­
loric tradition, where there is 
indeed a set formula to the 
story or song and any deviati­
on from it is sharply put down 
by the audience with cries of 
11that 's not how it goes". 
Similar ly dramatic non­
Tyrellian ghost stories are 
dismissed by psychical resear­
chers and the increasingly 
ideosyncratic abduction reports 
will be rejected by the invest­
igators because they do not 
conform to the received format 
of the narratives: it is quite 
clear that there was much less 
conformity in the ear ly 
stories. 

Bullard's arguments that modern 
abduct ion stories do not show 
the same divergences as trad­
itional folk tales is based on 
a false analogy. The UFO 
abduction stories are, for a 
start. not the population of 
abduction stories, but a modern 
western cultural version of 
traditional abduction stories, 
manty of which incorporate the 
•hunt for the victim' by 
relatives, the finding of the 
latter in a dazed condition 
which Collins lists: to say 
nothing of the fairly child 
motif. Secondly, one cannot 
compare stories transmitted 
orally around the fireplace in 
the inn for generations, with 
those spread in the space of 
twenty years through the mass­
media, and the printed media of 
a subculture. 

In any case, Bullard is to some 
extent shooting at a straw 
dummy. British and European 
ufologists are not arguing 
that these stories are not 
under lain by some kind of 
experience. Like many ghost 
stories they are experiential 
folklore, in which folklore 
influences the content of ex­
periences encountered in 
dreams, altered states of con­
sciousness or false memory. 
These experiences will be 
structured not only by story­
telling conventions, but by the 
nature of altered state exper­
ience itself, which will indeed 
have transcultural aspects, and 
by real experiences <especially 
real medical examinations) 
which act as the building 
blocks of the imagination. 

Continued on page 10 � 



Culture is an admixture of repetition 
and variation, convention and creat­
ivity, signals and noise. It is ever 
new and forever old as humanity 
relives old dreams and nightmares or 
forgets and forges new ones. Port of 
the delight of history is the recog­
nition that however new a given event 
appeors, traces of the past can 
generally be discerned. 

If the UFO phenomenon is an ortifact 
of culture one would reasonably expect 
that cultural antecedents could be 
recognised for the major features it 
presents. Extraterrestrials, however, 
should be independent of culture and 
if they are newly arrived their 
choracteristics should represent a 
discontinuity with the past. Abduction 
phenomenon students have . recently 
offered some provocative claims that 
such discontinuities exist. Implicitly 
they are claims for the weakness of 
the sociopsychological paradigm and 
the converse power of the ETH. 

David Jacobs argues that the imagery 
of the UFO phenomenon sprang up ex 
nihilo in 1947. Budd Hopkins states 
that the complex, controlling, physic­
ally frail beings of abduction reports 
bear no similarity to "traditional sci­
fi gods and devils". Thomas E. Bullard 
makes the rather more modest claim 
that the keystone of the abduction 
mystery, the interrupted journey of 
Betty and Barney Hill, had no cultural 
sources from which to derive the 
experience they reported. They were, 
to quote him, "entirely unpredisposed" 
since they were the first. These are 
forceful challenges to the proponent 
of the cultural origin of UFO phenom­
ena. They have "Falsify me, I dare you" 
plastered on them. Can it be demonst­
rated that culture predisposed people 
to have these experiences? 

The boldest claim is the one by UFO 
historian David Jacobs. Jacobs states 
"there was no precedent for the 
appearance or the configuration of the 
objects in 1947" in popular science 
fiction films, popular science fiction 
or popular culture in general. They 
did not resemble the fanciful rocket­
ships or earthly space travel cont­
raptions in the SF literature.•1 

There is a trivial sense in which this 
is simply wrong. Disc-shaped space­
ships have a number of precedents in 
popular culture. They appear in Buck 
Rogers as far back as 1930.•2 They 
appear in a Flash Gordon comic strip 
in 1934.•3 The science fiction 
illustrator Frank R. Paul was drawing 
saucer-like craft as early as 193 1 and 
did so repeatedly. •4 Other SF illust­
rators also utilised the disc form 
long before 194 7. •s But these are in­
evitable coincidences in a large body 
of artistic creativity. The saucer form 
was not the dominant shape of space-
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ships in the culture; it was the 
rocket. In this larger sense Jacobs is 
correct that one would expect an 
outbreak of ghost rockets over America 
if the images of SF were the determ­
inant of what people should be imagin­
ing. They weren't. 

The cultural source of the disc-shaped 
UFO lies in a journalistic error. 
Kenneth Arnold's report of mysterious 
supersonic objects flying near Mount 
Ralnier was a sensation that made 
front-page news across the nation. The 
speed was far beyond that of the 
planes of the era and no one publici­
sed the flight in advance. It was an 
exciting puzzle. 

The shape of the objects Arnold saw is 
hard to describe in a word or two. It 
wasn't like a plane or rocket, or even 
a disc. When the newsman Bill Bequette 
wrote the story up for the news 
services he recalled Arnold's descri­
bing the motion of the objects as like 
a saucer if you skip it across the 

tt 1. JACOBS, 
David H., "The New 
Era of UFO 
Research•, 
Pursuit, No. 78, 
1967, p. 50. 

tt 2. DILLE, 
Robert C. (ed. ) , 
The Collected 
llorks o f  Buck 
Hogers in the 25th 
Century. CheLsea 
House Publishers, 
1969, p. 159. 

tt 3. LUNDWALL, 
Sam J., Science 
Fi ction: An 
I 1/ustrHl ed 
History. Grosset & 
Dunlap, 1977, p. 
107. 
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water. Jumbling the metaphorical 
intent of the description, Bequette 
labelled the objects "flying saucers". 
Arnold said the term arose from "a 
great deal of misunderstanding". The 
public, however, did not know tba t. No 
drawing accompanied the story. People 
started looking for flying saucers and 
that is exactly what they found. They 
reported flat, circular objects that 
look like flying saucers sound like 
they should look like. Equally import­
ant: no one reported objects like the 
drawing in Arnold's report to the Air 
Force. •6 The implications of this 
journalistic error are staggering in 
the extreme. Not only does it unam­
biguously point to a cultural origin 
of the whole flying saucer phenomenon, 
it erects a first-order paradox into 
any attempt to interpret the phenom­
enon in extraterrestrial terms: Why 
would extraterrestrials redesign their 
craft to conform to Bequette's error? 

1·1��,� 
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Arnold's drawing·of what he saw (top), 
and <below) the classic interpretation of a flying saucer 

which confor1s to Bequette's erroneous description 
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This paradox is especially bad news 
for abduction reports. By Bullard's 
tally 82� of craft descriptions fit 
the flying saucer stereotype. •' This 
is far in excess of the approximately 
one-third portion saucers and discs 
make up in. a more general population 
of UFO reports. •a If imagination and 
cultural expectations play a larger 
role in abductions than in more 
reality-constrained misinterpretations 
of mundane stimuli, then this fact 

· makes sense. The flying saucer mythos 
perfectly predisposes us to include 

flying saucers in our fantasies and 
nightmares about extraterrestrials. 

This takes care of the craft, but what 
of the entities? Budd Hopkins emphas­
ises that they are complex, control­
ling, physically frail beings who are 
forced by survival needs to search out 
and abduct earthlings. This is quite 
unlike the godly aliens of Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind, the 
kindly, spiritual alien of The Day the 
Earth Stood Still, or the aliens of War 
of the Worlds who "mindlessly devour 
and conquer us", as Hopkins sees it. 
Nothing by his abductees "in any way 
suggests traditional sci-fi gods and 
devils", he wants us to know. •9 

Hopkins's descriptions leave something 
to be desired. The godly aliens of 
CE3K trash the home of the little boy 
Barry and they terrorise his mother as 
they abduct him. They disrupt the life 
and mind of Neary. Kindly and spirit­
ual Klaatu happens to have a robot 

·with him who is all business. His 
offer to leave a police force is 
eminently pragmatic. The comparison is 
frivolous in either case since any UFO 
aliens matching these descriptions go 
into the contactee file. Hopkins 
professes it is instructive that his 
abductees are not devoured like in War 
of the Worlds, but how would a myth 
devour a person? 

That Hopkins is ignorant of science 
fiction would be apparent to any fan 
by the fact that he used the repellent 
phrase "sci-fi" - a sure sign of an 
outsider to the genre . •  , 0 War of the 
War lds is one of the recognised 
masterpieces, yet it is grossly evident 
Hopkins never read it or he would be 
eo-opting Wells as an unconscious 
abductee. Far from "mindlessly" 
devouring us, Wells endowed his aliens 
with "intellects vast, cool and unsym­
pathetic". They did not devour people 
but took the fresh living blood of 
other creatures and injected it into 
their own bodies. His aliens had "no 
extensive muscular mechanism". The 
invaders also brought along for 
provisions bipeds with flimsy silicious 
skeletons and feeble musculature.•, 1 

There are multiple similarities to 
other abduction narratives an 
immense pair of dark eyes possessing 
an extraordinary intensity, a mouth 
without lips, greyish colour of skin, 
the skin glistening like wet leather, 
telepathy. They are also "absolutely 
without sex". Add to this that the 
alien era ft was circular, made a 
peculiar humming sound, and when they 
flew the sky would be alive with their 
lights. In fact Wells's aliens more 
resemble Hopkins's abducting aliens 
than most abduction reports. 

Hopkins further errs in thinking the 
Wells aliens are mere "satanic monst­
ers" .• 1 2 Their motivation is survival. 



Their world is dying and Earth is 
their only escape. Ironically, just a 
couple of pages before Hopkins mangles 
War of the Worlds he quotes the 
impressions of an abductee that the 
aliens are from a society millions of 
years old that is dying. They desper­
ately need to survive. This places UFO 
aliens squarely in the main tradition 
of aliens in SF films. 

Dying worlds are commonplace in alien 
invasion movies. It leads the aliens in 
This Island Earth to borrow Earth 
scientists for their expertise in 
atomic energy. It motivates the aliens 
in The 27th Day to give Earth people 
the means of destroying human life. It 
motivates the Killers from Space to 
operate on a man, extract information 
from his mind, and compel him to 
become a spy saboteur. It leads the 
Devil Girl from Mars to abduct healthy 
males. It similar ly motivates the 
aliens in I Married a Monster from 
Outer Space, The Mysterians, and Mars 
Needs Women to procure females for 
breeding stock. An astronomer in 
Invaders from Mars theorises the 
secret operations aliens engage in are 
motivated by the fact that Mars is a 
dying world. The aliens in the popular 
TV series The Invaders were also 
escaping a dying wor ld.•1 3 

The fact is most film aliens have some 
implicit motivation to their activit­
ies. One of the few exceptions I could 
find was the "so thin - so fragile" 
aliens of Target Earth! and even they 
don't seem particular ly satanic or 
monstrous.•1 4 It seems more sensible 
to flip Hopkins•s allegation around. He 
says nothing about the aliens of UFO 
abductions resembling "sci-fi". I ask, 
is there anything about UFO aliens 
that does not resemble science 
fiction? 

An abductee in the 1954 movie Killers 
from Space has a strange scar and a 
missing memory of the alien encounter 
that caused it. The mysterious impreg­
nation of women, including virgins, and 
the subsequent birth of intelligent 
hybrid children is the theme of the 
1960 film Village of the Damned. Brain 
implants are featured in the 1953 
movie Invaders from Mars. • 1 s 

Take a look at the creatures of the 
1957 movie Invasion of the Saucer Men. 
The bald, bulgy-brained, googly-eyed, 
no-nosed invaders match the stereotype 
of UFO aliens delineated by Bullard to 
an uncanny extent. It prompts worries 
that abductees are not only pla�iar­
ists, but have bad taste as well. • e. 

Earth versus the Flying Saucers <1956) 
also precedes UFO lore in featuring an 
abduction in which thoughts are tal<en. 
Saucerians abduct a general, make his 
head transparent, and suck out the 
knowledge to store it in an Infinitely 
Indexed Memory Bank. Though the 

", I I It prompts �orries thdt t1bductees 
t1re not only plt1git1rists but ht1ve 

bt1d tt1ste dS �ell!* 

frequency of the motif in abduction 
narratives can be laid to psycholog­
ical factors in the personalities of 
abductees, one cannot rule out the 
movie enculturating the association. 
Years from now we may have an 
epidemic of hypochondriacs fearful of 
implanted parasites, potential chest­
bursters, due to the influence of the 
movie Alien starting such an associ­
ation. Presently such a report would 
be too suspect, but eventually some 
puzzling medical oddity might be 
associated with such a delusion and 
the UFO lore would evolve in new 
directions. It could just as easily 
never happen because of the vagaries 
of social factors. 

In a more esoteric vein even abduct ion 
narrative structure has science fict­
ion predecessors. Thomas Bullard has 
discovered a consistent structural 
order to events within abduction 
reports. There are eight types of 
events and they are preferentially 
ordered in this manner: (i) capture, 
<iD examination, <iiD conference, <iv) 
tour, <v) otherworldly journey, <vi) 
theophany, <vii) return, <viii) after­
math. 

No abduction has every event, but 
events avoid appearing out of this 
sequence. Abductees aren't generally 
given a tour of the ship before 
examination or conference and so 
forth. Bullard considers the arrange­
ment occasionally arbitrary from a 
rational standpoint. The fidelity of 
reports to this arrangement seems, to 
Bullard, to indicate these are real 
experiences. He would expect the 
elements of the story to get jumbled 
if they were subjective. •1 7 

What, then, are we to make of the 1930 
comic strip story "Tiger Men of Mars" 
in the series Buck Rogers in the 25th 

5 
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tt 8. STORY, 
Ronald D., Encyc­
loped ia o f  UFOs, 
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Century? It adheres to Bullard's 
structure most excellently. Wilma 
experiences: 

• (i) capture by a giant clamp leading 
into a spherical alien spaceship, • 
<iD examination while lying on a table 

in an electro-hypnotic trance, • (iii) 
conference with a subordinate and then 
a leader, • <vi) theophany while 
gazing at the Earth from an off-world 
vantage point, • <viD return. In the 
aftermath there is an instance of what 
Bullard calls "networking" in the 
aliens abducting Wilma.'s sister, Sally. 

There is also an apocalyptic finale in 
which the Mart ian moon Phobos crashes 
on Mars.•1 13 

Some idea of the struct ura.l impres­
siveness of this narrative can be 
gained from observing that only one 
abduction in the UFO literature has a. 
greater number of these elements in 
the correct order. Two abductions have 
the same number of elements. The 
other 163 correctly ordered abductions 
have 5 or fewer elements in them .•1 9 

Obviously the presence of structure 
does not prove the cartoon is object­
ively real, and it m ust be granted 
that a long-forgotten cartoon is not a 
credible influence on present-day 

abductions. It is more likely they 
share an intuitive ordering principle 
subconsciously acquired from exrosure 
to drama. A relabelling of Bu lard's 
elements should make the logic clear­
er: (i) character introduced, <ii) peril 
and conflict, <iii) explanation and 
insight, (iv) good will and attempt to 
impress, <v> excitement, (vi) climax, 
<vii) closure, <viii> sequel. 

Examination, as the peril, is the down­
er part of the story and would ruin a 
happy ending if sequenced late. Even 
in deviant cases the examination is 
never put near the end. Pragmatically, 
putting theopha.ny before examination 
might instill trust in the abductee 
and make testing go better. Dramaturg­
ically, however, such an order would 
be stupid since it ruins the intensity 
of the peril and spoils the joy of the 
ending and the sense of closure. 

Faceless terror makes for more prim­
ordial fear. Dramatically it would be 
unwise to reduce the alienness before 
the peril by conferring with the 
aliens or have them host a tour.  It is 
also bad behaviourism to place avers­
ive stimuli after sending one's signal 
- the message and information in the 
conference, tour and theophany. 

The otherworldly journey is a form of 



excitement and can appear any place 
between the capture and climax. Most 
of Bullard's deviant cases involve the 
otherworldly journey not staying in 
the place he deemed correct. To put it 
simply, Bullard's correct order is the 
right way to tell a story. At the very 
least, his evaluation that "Objectivity 
wins a big one" on the issue of 
structure is problematic. e:2o 

The capture event in "Tiger Men of 
Mars" features an incredible kid­
inventor-type gizmo - a giant mechan­
ical clamp which grabs the whole body 
of the victim. It's a grand cartoony 
contraption appropriate to its venue 
in a Buck Rogers situation. How odd, 
then, to note that such a thing 
appears in the Steven Kilburn abduct­
ion in Missing Time. It seems such a 
ridiculously Impractical thing for a 
technologically superior culture to 
bother with, yet Hopkins includes it 
with not an indication of amusement. 
One can understand it in a 1930s car­
toon, or even in an early script draft 
of War of the Worlds. At least someone 
realised it should be deleted. But in a 
real abduction? Lawson's suggestion 
that Kilburn was reliving a forceps­
aided birth makes tons more sense. -� 1 

I could have more fun demolishing 
Hopkins's claim, but it doesn't really 
deserve more attention than this. Time 

to turn to the last of our three 
historical allegations. 

Thomas E. Bullard opens his massively 
impressive study of the abduction 
mystery with a discussion of the 
legendary status of the "interrupted 
journey" of Bet ty and Barney Hill. It 
was the most sensational UFO story of 
its time; a nasty little horror story 
which engraved itself on the uncon­
scious ot a generation. The growth of 
UFO abduction reports subsequent to 
their appearance on the cultural scene 
is unsurprising. The thing that puz­
zles Bullard is how they got the idea. 
He points out that occupant reports 
were obscure items known only to the 
initiated in 1961. He believes the 
Hills had no knowledge they could 
construct a nightmare of this sort 
from, so he asserts "the odds are 
strong that the Hills went to their 
interrupted . journey entirely unpredis­
posed". It is a "continuing mystery" 
how they originated it and as long as 
it is unaccounted for "the cultural 
tradition explanation starts off 
handicapped". e:2:2 

Part of 
careful 
Journey. 
Hill had 
Flying 

the mystery is solved by a 
reading of The Interrupted 
It is on record that Betty 
read Donald Keyhoe's book The 
Saucer Conspiracy shortly 
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c it., p. 3U. 
BULLARD, op. c it., 
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----------------------------------------

before she began having nightmares of 
abduction. Keynoe's book cites nearly a 
dozen occupant cases. Most of them are 
outright rejected by Keyhoe. These 
include such farces as zebra-striped 
spacemen, an elephant-faced entity, 6-
armed, 13-ft tall entities, space-man­
monster tales and contactee hoaxes. 
Keyhoe practically endorses, however, a 
Pearl Harbor report of a flyer who 
frightfully proclaimed "I actually saw 
hiii!' - the saucer pilot. Note the 
pronoun is him, not it. No doubt this 
would have impressed Betty as similar 
to Barney's experience of seeing the 
saucer's occupants.•23 

Keyhoe also expresses a measure of 
acceptance of a series of UFO stories 
from Venezuela involving hairy dwarfs. 
One of these serves as a closer 
starting point of Betty Hill's night­
mares. Two peasants first spot a 
bright light like a car on the nearby 
road. Hovering a few feet from the 
ground is a round machine with a 
5rilliant glow coming from the under­
side. "Four little men" come out and 
try to drag Jesus Gomez toward the 
object. There is a struggle and the 
evidence of that struggle gives it a 
special credibility in Keyhoe's eyes. 
Keyhoe next cites the experience of 
Jesus Paz who was found unconscious 
after being set upon by a hairy dwarf. 
He follows this with · Jose Parra's 
sighting of six small hairy creatures 
by a saucer and their transfixing him 
with a bright light. •:.c:.a. • 

In Betty Hill's nightmare she must 
fight for consciousness and she finds 
herself surrounded by four short men. 
Barney is unconscious and is being 
dragged by another group of men. They 
numbered eight to eleven when stand­
ing in the middle of the road. They 
are taken from the car to a glowing 
saucer-shaped craft. The behaviour of 
the aliens is very professional and 
businesslike and they are dressed in 
somewhat military style. They are not 
frightening per se. This is very much 
in keeping in tone with Keyhoe's 
speculations that aliens were making a 
scientific study of the planet out of 
''neutral curiosity" or as a prelude to 
a mass landing. •:::.:s 

This takes us up to the saucer, but it 
doesn't give us much idea what should 
take place inside. Neutral curiosity 
would probably lead to some sort of 
examination or questioning and this 
pretty much does happen. Y"et there is 
that terror of the needle in the navel 
and the business with the star map. 
Nothing in Keyhoe predisposes one to 
those sorts of things. 

Movies provide another cultural source 
of ·expectations and imagery. Bullard 
himself notes a pair of movies from 
the fifties have medical motifs in an 
alien abduction setting: Invaders from 
Mars <1953) and Killers from Space 

< 1954). Though he understands the 
significance of the second one on some 
abduction cases subsequent to the 
Hills, he overlooked the significance 
of Invaders from Mars.•26 

Near the climax of the film a woman 
and a boy are abducted by mutants 
from Mars and taken to a room within 
a saucer. The woman is placed on a 
rectangular table which slides into 
the scene. She struggles briefly till a _ 

light shines on her face which causes 
her to relax and lose consciousness. A 
needle surrounded for part of its 
length by a clear flastic sheath is 
aimed at the back o her neck. A dev­
ice at the end of the needle is going 
to be surgically implanted there.•2 7 

In The Interrupted Journey we are 
dealing with a woman and a man 
abducted_ by aliens described as 
mongoloid - itself a type of mutation. 
In the original nightmare Betty comp­
ares the noses of the aliens to Jimmy 
Durante. This is a very apt descript­
ion of the noses of the mutants in 
Invaders from Mars. Barney, oddly, 
didn't see the Durante noses of the 
aliens. Perhaps it was in deference to 
Barney's on-the-scene memories that 
this detail was edited out by Betty in 
her hypnosis sessions. It may also be 
that the big nose prompted jokes after 
the speeches she gave and her uncon­
scious took the opportunity to remove 
the annoying detail when Benjamin 
Simon unleashed it. •29 

'Durante' style nose in Invaders fro• Hars 

There are some preliminary tests of a 
routine sort. Betty then lies down on 
an examining table. Needles are placed 
on various parts of her body including 
the back of the neck. Then appears a 
very long needle, longer than any 
needle she's seen before, and it is 
placed into her navel. She experiences 
great pain. The examiner puts his hand 
over her eyes, rubs, and the pain 
stops. The parallel to the calming 
light in Invaders from Mars is readily 
apparent. 



I am indebted to Al Lawson for calling 
attention to the fact that the needle­
in-the-navel motif owes its origin to 
imagery appearing during the Martian 
operating room episode. Shortly after 
the operation begins, the camera cuts 
to a high-angle view of the surgical 
theatre. At least, that is what it is 
supposed to be. The image has an 
ambiguous character in terms of scale 
and content. You are supposed to 
interpret it as a view of the archi­
tecture of the interior of the saucer 
with the dominant structure being a 
tubular metal beam or conduit connect­
ing ceiling to floor. It bears a 
stylistic similarity to the neck 
implanter in having a clear plastic 
sheath surrounding the upper half of 
its length. The ambiguity of the 
image, however, admits an alternative 
interpretation. The tubular metal beam 
and plastic sheath becomes a hypoder­
mic needle. Lighting of the floor 
suggests the curvature of an abdomen. 
The place where the floor and tube 
intersects is surrounded by a round 
indentation. It's the navel. In the 
brief snatch of time the image is 
seen, some people will miss the 
intended interpretation and see a huge · 
hypodermic needle has been thrust into 
the woman's navel. 

Some have seen Betty Hill' s  needle-in­
the-navel incident as revealing a 
medical procedure that did not exist 
at the time of the encounter. In fact 
the aliens' reference to the procedure 
as a pregnancy test is quite contemp­
orary for the period. Amniocentesis 
has existed as a medical procedure 
since the late 19th century. Back then 
the needle was inserted in the abdom­
en to draw off amniotic fluid when 
there was too much pressure during a 
pregnancy. In the late 1950s, however, 
it became a testing procedure to 

monitor pregnancies of women with Rh­
negative blood who might have blood 
group incompatibility. Subsequent to 
1966 amniocentesis became a g�netic 
screening procedure. Comparison of Mrs 
Hill's ordeal to laparoscopy procedures 
suffers in the details. •:zs 

There is no conference with the aliens 
in Invaders from Mars and you might 
not expect the star map scene to 
originate there, but dreams have an 
odd penchant for distortion and 
condensation of memory materials. 
Earlier in the movie the boy and 
woman have a meeting with a scientist 
at an observatory. This character, Dr 
Kelston, has a large star map on the 
wall behind him. He points at the map 
during this meeting and discusses the 
proximity of Mars to Earth. The most 
striking thing about this discussion, 
to the alert movie-goer, is that, while 
he points to the map as though these 
two planets are represented on it, in 
fact there is nothing there where the 
Earth should be. Kelston is faking it. 

Any similarity between Kelston' s  star 
map and Betty Hill' s  is almost purely 
accidental. The paradox they share, 
however, is not. Betty's sketch has the 
two planets Kelston's lacks. <Marjorie 
Fish treats them as stars, ironically. 
Stars don't have terminators. )  But when 
the alien asks Betty where on the map 
the Earth is, she relives the movie­
goer's puzzlement. She has no idea. The 
sizes of the planets bear comparison 
to the planets in the star field in 
the credits of the film, incidentally. 

Parenthetically, the script of Invaders 
from Mars has Kelston present a large 
scrapbook with newspaper columns 
about saucer activities to the boy 
before the star map discussion. This 
was not in the 78-minute video I saw, 
but an 82-minute "European" version 
exists that has a longer observatory 
scene. Does anyone know if this scene 
was filmed? It might explain the 
presentation of the large book in 
Betty' s  account.•30 [When this film 
was shown on TV in Britain several 
years ago there was indeed a scene 
showing �elston's UFO scrapbook - JRJ 

The match between Invaders from Mars 
and Bet ty Hill's nightmares is imper­
fect and obviously has none of the 
rigour of a mathematical equation. 
Dreams and nightmares by their nature 
are almost never veridical memories. 
Even if Betty Hill was really abducted, 
it would be unusual for her night­
mares to be a photographic replay of 
her trauma. The felt emotions would 
resurface, but it would bear only a 
metaphoric similarity in its dramatic 
content. The most one would generally 
expect is snatches of unique imagery 
to help in the piecing together of the 
sources the the dream spun off from. 
It is something of a wonder that 
enough elements exist of this char-

9 
tt 29. FRIEDMAN, 
Stanton and SLATE, 
B. Ann, 'UFO Star 
Base Discovered•, 
lJFO Report, 2, No. 
1, hll 1974, p. 
61. 
'Amiocentesis•, 
Encyclopedi11 
Amer i c11n11. 

tt 30. BATTLE, 
John Tucker, 
In v11ders from 
l111rs, Script City, 
n. d. , p. 42. 
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u 31. KEYHOE, 
Donald E. , A liens 
from SfJ8ce, 
Doubleday, 1973, 
pp. 243-5. 

acter - the Durante noses, and the 
navel-needle, and the optical tranquil­
isation idea, and the star map - to 
make an identification that can be 
called convincing. 

22 February 1964. "The Bellero Shield" 
was first broadcast on 10 February 
1964. Only twelve days separate the 
two instances. If the identification is 
admitted, the commonness of wrap­
around eyes in the abduction literat­
ure falls to cultural forces.•32 tt 32. SCHOW, 

David J. and 
FRENTZEN, Jeffrey, 
The Outer Limits -
The Officia l 
Comp8nion.. Ace, 
1986, pp. 170, 
384. BULLARD, op. 
cit., p. 243. 

Barney's version of events probably 
owes much to what Betty said in her 
speeches, but there is one facet which 
was clearly Barney's own contribution 
- the long wraparound eyes of the 
aliens. Donald Keyhoe emphasised it 
was "the worst feature" of their ugly 
faces. It gave them a sinister look. 
Their hideousness prompted Keyhoe to 
wonder what could have caused the 
Hills to imagine such creatures. It 
was "never ful�y explained" .• 31 

Wraparound eyes are an extreme rarity 
in science fiction films. I know of 
only one instance. They appeared on 
the alien of an episode of an old TV 
series The Outer Limits entitled "The 
Bellero Shield". A person familiar with 
Barney's sketch in The Interrupted 
Journey and the sketch done in colla­
boration with the artist David Baker 
will find a frisson of deja vu creep­
ing up his spine when seeing this 
episode. The resemblance is much 
abetted by an absence of ears, hair 
and nose on both aliens. Could it be 
chance? Consider this: Barney first 
described and drew the wraparound 
eyes during the hypnosis session dated 

Wilder Penfield once proclaimed, "It is 
far better to be wrong than to be 
without an opinion." Penfield showed 
himself to be a wise scientist in 
formulating that maxim. Errors are 
much more fruitful than silence. They 
goad one into research and discovery. 
Had Jacobs, Hopkins, and Bullard been 
cautious and reserved, some of the 
surprises in this paper would never 
have surfaced. There are things here 
about the cultural nature of the UFO 
phenomenon I would never have sus­
pected. The origin of flying saucers 
in a journalistic error, especially, is 
the most deeply cosmic joke to have 
ever fallen into my life. It may not 
be the ultimate refutation of the ETH 
in the minds of everyone, but it will 
do for me. For that I am forever in­
debted to these fellows. 

OOODODDDDODODOOOOD 
ODDOODDDOOOOOOOOOO 

Continued from Page 2 
Indeed, we can see how certain 
motifs occur in different 
contexts: for example the motif 
of watching ones body from an 
external viewpoint whilst 
undergoing a medical or quasi­
medical ordeal occurs in UFO 
abduction stories, near-death 
experiences, shamanic ritual, 
etc. Nor, given the fact that 
the medical man occupies a 
role in our society analogous 
to the priest as the curer of 
sich souls and the guardian of 
the liminal zones of birth and 
death, should we be surprised 
that dramas of spiritual ordeal 
which a couple of generations 
ago would have been presented 
in theological terms, are now 
expressed in secular, scientif­
ic and medical terms. 

It seems to me totally obvious 
that the ufonauts do not rep­
resent aliens, but are percei­
ved as non human Cor at least 
non humane) aspects of our­
selves and our society. The 
'greys' are surely personific­
ations of 'little grey men' -
that stock term of abuse for 
petty, colourless, hidebound 
bureaucrats - and apt image of 
'only doing my job' cosmic 
social worl<ers. I would go 
further, and say that there is 

It is my opinion that culture predis­
poses people to have the sorts of UFO 
experiences they do to a degree we 
have yet to fully appreciate. If I'm 
wrong, my pontifications still won't be 
in vain. 

being made · here an identific­
ation between the impersonal 
forces of mass society and the 
impersonal forces of wild 
nature. 

A living folklore, a living 
myth, must speak in the lang­
uage of contemporary culture. 
Traditional fairy lore has been 
appropriated by the nursery 
and Walt Disney and has lost 
its power. It is quaint and 
harmless, so a new, powerul 
folklore of the machine age is 
required. As with all such 
stories, where they articulate 
only the private fantasies of 
an individual they have very 
little power over us, but when 
they articulate total human 
concerns their power is vast. 

occccccccc 

The news has been awash with 
stories of giant aliens landing 
in the Soviet Union. These make 
polar opposites to western 
ufonauts <large body/small 
head versus small body /large 
head) hinting at the polarities 
between the superpowers. The 
Soviet Union is now in the 
same sort of Grand Crisis as 
was the United States in 1973 
of the United Kingdom in 1967. 
There is a deep questioning of 
the fundamental values of tne 

society, the revolt against 
received tradition, the col­
lapse of empire. Afghanistan in 
1988, Vietnam in 1973, Aden 
<Britain's forgotten Vietnam, 
whose loss was the symbolic 
end of the British Empire) in 
1967. The loss of empires is 
attended by portents. 

cccccccccc 

By the time you read this the 
1990's will have begun. One is 
supposed to make predictions, 
but the short term prospect is 
still cloudy. One can more 
confidently predict that the 
major social problem of the 
first decades of the new 
century will be the vast 
generation gap between the 
children of the new millenium, 
who will reject all the mater­
ialistic values of their yuppie 
parents and the whole past 
millenium, and the growing 
number of elderly people who 
will find themselves stranded 
in a world which defines itself 
by rejecting them and their 
century. Ufology will, like 
everything else from this 
century, be a thing of the 
past, of interest only to pens­
ioners like the editors of 
Magonia, who will still rabbit 
on about the good old days of 
the 1960's. Ill 



COMPUTER PREDATING 

Dear Editor 

I was recently supplied with a 
copy of the review of my book 
Vertical Flame in Magonia 33. 
In the interests of accurate 
reporting I feel I should cor­
rect several inaccuracies of 
fact in the article as well as 
provide some further informat­
ion, again in the interests of 
your readership. 

Firstly, the book does not give 
any conclusions as to the 
source of the 2109 messages. 
it is up to you, if you wish to 
interpret them as time-related. 
Secondly 2109 did not deliver 
Tomas the ' leems-boyste' <light 
box) no machinery of any 
kind was delivered! 

A number of completely avoid­
able errors follow: Lucas 
Wainman is correct, Warriman is 
not [my error, sorry - Ed. and 
typesetter]. Ketherin was not 
Tomas's wife. Garry Rowe should 
be Gary. etc., etc. What is the 
significance of. the 2109 fig­
ure? Why do you start adding 
them up and talking about ' men 
in black', I don't do any such 
thing yet your review could be 
construed as suggesting that I 
did. the ' Iron Lady' mention is 
also something you introduce 
which readers might think has 
come from the bool<. 

I did not say that Debbie was 
'almost seduced' in another 
time! She reported that in an 
unusual state of consciousness 
she appeared to be speaking 
with Tomas. She called the 
experiences dreams and was 
most unwilling to discuss them 
let alone put them in writing. 

That she did was part of my 
belief that the best option is 
always to be straightforward. 

The book is not set up for a 
sequel. Vertical Plane is writ­
ten as a matter of record. If 
anyone wishes to undertake 
research for Tomes's book 
why assume it is in Oxford 
anyway - that is their prerog­
ative. It is not something I am 
engaged in. 

The main object ion : to your 
writing, aside from it's care­
lessness, is the dismissal of 
the messages. You say "the 
messages are, of course, a 
hoax." The only points you can 
come up with are the use of 
anno and punctuation. The 
' anno' first. It is perhaps 
significant that the only other 
skept ics review also picked on 
something in this message. 
readers of the book will know 
that one or two messages out 
of something like 300 from 
Tomas were noted by myself and 
others at the time as contain­
ing inappropriate items. the 
book itself suggests reasons 
for this and is quite open 
about it all. In conclusion we 
had good reason to label them 
as 'probably not-Tomas'. You 
fail to inform readers of the 
caveats we put on them. Punct­
uation. Outside the messages 
described above punctuation is 
entirely appropriate <I am 
told) · for the period give or 
take an odd publisher's error 
<I can provide you with the 

references I was given .. ) .  

It  is hard to escape the 
conclusion that your review 
process was merely to seek out 
'issues' and even when that 
search turned up little you 
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report what you have in line 
with your preconceptions. 

Evidence?? I specifically say 
in the book that I am not 
claiming anything other than 
having writ ten down what 
happened. On that basis I don't 
need evidence but of course 
there is much corroborative 
material for those interested: 
the Society of Psychical 
Research sent people, corres­
pondence at the time, observers 
and third parties of all 
kinds .. .  

The quality of Tomas's 
language. Contrary to your 
statement Tomes's messages are 
�cod evidence, if one is look­
mg for the stuff. . They stand 
up very well indeed, if like me 
you took the trouble to speak 
to someone who knows this 
period and the dialect forms. I 
would not have bothered to 
write up and summarise our 
experience if I had though any 
'teenage hacker' or casual 
joker could have writ ten cons­
istently as Tomas did in any 
circumstances let alone the 
circumstances pertaining at the 
Cottage. 

the reference to Tomas's 
advanced, enlightened '18th 
century' views is also clearly 
spurious and reveals the lack 
of knowledge of what Tomas 
wrote and why and how. It is 
also an intellectual arrogance: 
similar to Victorian assert ions 
that African tribespeople were 
little better than animals. 

I'm afraid I don't know about 
APEN, UMMO, etc nor the rele­
vance of ELW or the 'in jokes' 
I presume litter the end of 
the article. All I do know is 
that I enjoy reasoned comment­
ary and lively debate but see 
little merit in the superficial 
review you scrambled as a 
disservice to your readers. 

Ken Webster, 
Chester, 

Doddleston, 

Roger Sandel 1 co••ents.· Claims of 
ritchcraft burnings in this book echo 
the1es of popular fie tion� but are 
contary to the historical facts, No-one 
�as ever burnt for ritchcraft in £nglan� 
rhich ras not even a capital offence at 
the time of Henry VII I, 
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

SKIRTING THE ISSUE 

Dear Sir, 

For a well-behaved young Vict­
orian gentleman, the supposit-
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ion that ladies had legs was 
an article of faith wh1ch he 
was unable to \terify until his 
wedding night unless some 
kindly mentor revealed to him 
the facts of life. Likewise, the 
question of whether the ETH 
theory for abductions has a 
leg to stand on has seemed to 
many of us a matter of faith: 
so we doubting Thomases must 
be grateful to the more 
resolute Thomas Bullard for 
raising the ETH's skirts and 
satisfying our curiosity. Sure­
ly such frankness must, as he 
hopes, contribute to 'internat­
ional peace and understanding'? 

Well, yes and no. Such un­
veiling has its dangers. the 
leg, wnen revealed, may not be 
as shapely as the young man 
might have wished. I suspect I 
am not the only one of Eddie's 
friends and admirers who, 
though grateful to him for the 
bodice ripping in so good a 
cause, wonder if he has really 
done the lady a service . . .  

True, the ETH 'story' has an 
overall plausibility - but then 
so has the Jesus story as told 
in the Gospels, now generally 
recognised even by thinking 
Christians as being largely 
made up of myth. As told by, 
say, Orfeo Ange lucci, t he ETH 
encounter has a certain super­
rational believability: when 
set out by someone as honest 
as Eddie, the deformities are 
there for all to see. 

At this point I must take 
issue with a fundamental error 
which Eddie makes. He does 
European ufologists a serious 
wrong in saying that w� 'start 
with fu lly articulated, highly 
abstract theories. . .  the phen­
omenon is secondary to the 
theory' .  I have no right to 
speak for others, though I 
wou ld point out that Pinvidic 
and Meheust, Russo and Verga, 
have all served long years of 
apprenticeship in the field and 
their current thinking is 
surely based on hands-on 
experience. Likewise if Balles­
ter-Olmos finds all Spanish 
abduction cases without 
exception to be delusory, that 
is surely based not on some 
abstract theory but on decades 
as perhaps the UFO community's 
most thorough and thoughtful 
investigator.  

As for myself, though I cannot 
claim the breadth of field 
experience these colleagues 
ahve got under their belts, I 
emphatically deny that it is 

for me a case of theory first, 
facts second. The provisional 
conclusions I set out in my 
'encounter trilogy'  came not as 
a result of a priori reasoning, 
but in consequence of actual 
meetings with people who 
claimed this type of experi­
ence. It was my inability to 
tell a puzzled witness what 
was happening to her that 
shamed me into the search for 
an explanation which resulted 
in those writings. Her exper­
ience was the basis for the 
entire edifice, and it has been 
by studying other experinces 
that I have been able to add 
to it. If I now see the 
psychosocial exrlanation as the 
front runner, i is not because 
I have some pet abstract 
theory I wish to peddle, but 
because it is the best fit I 
have found for the experiences 
narrated to me by real live 
people. 

And it is on entirely pragmat­
ic, and not at all on theoret­
ical grounds, that I just 
cannot accept the ETH, however 
expertly Eddie sets it out. It 
just doesn 't work. He speaks of 
Americans's fondness for wal­
lowing in facts; but what about 
their grassroots good sense 
which sees 'does it work?' as 
the ultimate criterion? 

For instance: would any Ameri­
can, looking for a subject on 
which to conduct genetic 
experimentation, choose Kathy 
Davis with her lifelong history 
of ill-health? Would any 
American, seeking a suitable 
person with whom to establish 
ET-terrestrial relations, con­
tact Wh•tl*y Str**b*r whose 
mental history, even as descri­
bed by himself and so without 
the objectivity of impartial 
assessment, is surely suffi­
cient to make one look beneath 
the surface of his 'true 
story'? < Magonia 's legal dep­
artment will perhaps advise me 
whether I 've couched that 
sufficiently discreetly to 
avoid a million dollar suit for 
defamation of character?) 

No, if I reject Eddie 's ETH, 
it's not because of folklore 
parallels, or science fiction 
parallels, or parallels from 
medical history; it's not 
because I want to push the 
earthlights theory, or the 
Jungian hypothesis, or the 
alternate-state psychodrama 
model. Ultimately, it isn't  even 
because the abduct ion stories, 
despite their ostensible <and 
admittedly thought- provoking) 

similarities, are packed with 
contradictions and inconsist­
encies <detailed catalogue on 
request). 

No. It is because none of the 
encounter witnesses I have 
met, or whose stories I have 
studied, has for a moment made 
me feel, down there in my guts, 
that they really believe their 
own story, not the way I 
believe one of my work 
colleagues when she tells me 
she spent her holiday in 
Majorca. 

Good try Eddie, but I still 
suspect that's a wooden leg 
the lady is standing on . . .  

Hilary Evans, London, SE3 
a o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o oooooooooo 

FEAR AND LOATHING 
IN LAS VEGAS 

Dear John 

Dennis Stacy <Magonia 34-) in 
summarising William Moore's 
speech at the MUFON symposium, 
describes Las Vegas as the 
��quintessential American crap­
shoot".  Those who heard the 
speech or read Moore 's paper 
may well wonder who was 
shooting crap that night, the 
casino gamblers or Wflliam L 
Moo re. 

This is a man who claims to be 
dedicated to finding the 
answers to the UFO mystery, 
and yet, within months of 
joining the board of APRO, then 
one of the foremost UFO groups 
in the USA, takes on the 
position of a mole within its 
ranks, passing information on 
Paul Bennewitz and APRO in 
general to his secret military 
contacts. He then justifies 
this by saying it was all part 
of a scheme whereby he <and he 
alone) would get access to the 
real facts surrounding the US 
governemnt 's UFO cover- up. But 
fie is far too modest to accept 
any payment for his services, 
preferring instead to go 
bankrupt, all for the sake of 
ufology. 

Naturally Moore has been 
careful to reveal his involve­
ment in this deception only 
after the Lorenzens are no 
longer with us and APRO is 
def unct. I wonder if any of his 
fellow directors on the Fair 
Witness Project are trembling 
in their shoes lest Moore 
should now do the same to 
them. If so perhaps they ought 
to resign in disgust. 



Some may see this as an honest 
confession by a genuine 
researcher who has a feeling 
of guilt over some of his past 
activities. O thers, such as 
myself, will take a more cyni­
cal view and regard it as a 
giant smokescreen thrown up by 
someone who, realising the UFO 
public are becoming increasing­
ly bored by the Roswell story 
and the endless procrastinat­
ions over MJ- 1 2 , wants to 
provide himself with a liferaft 
when MJ- 1 2  finally sinks 
without trace. We are told that 
this is just part 1 ,  i. e. that 
there is more to come <and 
doubtless more after that, be 
patient ). Perhaps parts two and 
three will reveal how port ions 
of the Philadelphia Experimen t 
and The Roswell In ciden t also 
consist of official 'disinfor­
mation' <without of course 
telling us whi ch por tions ) .  Yet 
all the time he will repeat his 
exhor tations for us ufologists 
to bury our differences and 
get together to solve this 
great mystery. Thus, while most 
ufologists are still trying to 
solve the mystery, there are 
people like Moore who insist 
on compounding the mystery 
further by diiuting the data 
with noise, and then letting 
the rest of us try and filter 
out this noise. 

Moore says, concerning the 
supposed top-secret UFO infor­
mation passed to him by his 
contacts: "The most difficult 
part was trying to determine 
what was real and what was 
bullshit ". Ufologists can now 
decide how to separate Moore' s  
own utterances into these two 
categor ies. 

Incidentally, the idea of 
spreading disinformation to, or 
through, a UFO contactee is 
nothing new. In 1 959 or 1 960 a 

Dr.  Lean Davidson put out just 
such a theory about the CIA 
and George Adamski; Adamski 
was alleged to be an unwitting 
mouthpiece for the CIA's grana 
deception. This made quite an 
impact at the time, and even 
looked faintly plausible; but it  
died a death and nothing has 
been heard of it since. 

Christopher 
Cheshire. 

Allan, Alsager, 

D O D D D O D O D D D D D D D D O D D D D D D D DDOOO 

KOTTMEYER 'S KOMEBACK 

Dear Editor, 

In Magonia 3 1  Daryl Collins 
stated that his alien experi­
ence happened at the age of 5. 
There is thus no surprise that 
the boundary-deficit profile 
did not ring true to him.  Most 
children grow out of a phase 
of nightmares around that age. 
While Collins believes no other 
abductee has nightmares, David 
Jacobs has contirmed to the 
contrary, that sleep disturb­
ances are the most common 
problem affecting abductees. 
How does Collins account for 
the marked difference between 
his experience with abductees, 
and Jacobs'? O thers have tried 
to dismiss Strieber as a fluke; 
however there # is not one t rait 
in Slater 's  abduction profile 
that does not fit Strieber . If 
you throw out Strieber as a 
weirdo, you have to throw out 
Hopkins's bunch because Slater 
called them eccentric. 

The other points raised by 
Collins have no bearing on the 
psychological issues I was ex­
ploring. Addressing them would 
only prove that I could be 
more imaginative than he is, 
not more correct. 

Martin Kottmeyer, Carlyle, IL. 
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Continued from Page 1 
that if we did not consider 
these reports, where would the 
troubled . abductees go to find 
any sort of understanding for 
their condition? It now seems 
that some psychological and 
mental health professionals are 
realising the significance of 
the abduct ion phenomenon (and 
it is fair to say that this is 
in large par t due to them 
being aler ted to it by the 
work of researchers working 
within the UFO field ) .  Perhaps 
now we can see a way whereby 
ufologists can get out of the 
abduction field, and leave it 
to professionals who one 
hopes - have the training and 
sensitivity to explore the 
sensitive areas of personal 
experience of which the abduc­
tion phenomenon increasingly 
seems to be a symptom .  Of 
course, whether even the 
professionals have sufficient 
sympathy and sensitivity is 
another problem <we have seem 
the problems with discovery 
and treatment of child abuse 
in several recent incidents in 
Britain and the USA ), but at 
least the professionals are 
subject to some sot of public 
accountability. 

It comes as light relief after 
these disturbing questions to 
see that the other clay foot 
of American ufology is begin­
ning to crumble: MJ- 1 2 .  

After three years and the 
expediture of thousands of 
dollars by the Fund for UFO 
Research, we know as little 
about the documents as we did 
when they were first presented 
to us. We have since found out 
a lot about President Truman's 
secretary's typewriter , his 
lunch dates and the type of 
carbon paper used in the White 
House, but nothing at all about 
MJ- 1 2  or UFOs. Stanton Fried­
man has been promising us more 
great revelations and new 
documents but, at the time of 
writing, these seem to be as 
elusive as the great Presid­
ential proclamation we've been 
promised virtually every year 
since 1 947. 

The only remaining mystery 
about MJ- 1 2  is who sent the 
original negatives to Friedman 
e t  al in the first place. We 
all have our theories. I think 
they frobably came from UMMO. 
And i you want to know what's 
behind UMMO I suggest you read 
Fou ca ul t  's Pen dul um. 'Nuff said. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 11 11 1 1 1 1  
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•• 1 .  David J. Huf­

fo rd , Th e Terror  

That Comes in the 
Night :  An Experi- · 
ence-Centered 
St udy of Superna­

tura l Assa ult Tra­
d i t i o n s (Phi ladel -

. phia :  University of 

Pennsylvania  Press ,  

1 9 8 2). 

' 'The American Way' ' :  A 
Cock-and-Bollard Story 

Dermis Stillings 
A s  edi to r  of  A r t ife x ,  l i ke most editors,  
I have become something of  a c lear­
inghouse for gossip ,  rumor,  and inside 
i n form ati on about all  sorts  of things 
re l ating t o  an o m al ies , w itnes ses , and 
those w ho investig ate the m .  In regard 
to the ex traterrestri al abduc ti o n  scene 
an d t h o s e  i n v o l v e d ,  I have h e a rd 
many i mp re s s i v e  anecdotes fro m very 
re l i a b l e  sources th at have l ed m e  t o  
re g a rd m an y  o f  the a b d u c ti o n i s t  
c l ai m s  and c l ai m ants a s  h i gh l y  sus­
pect .  Furthe rm o re ,  i n  my pers o n a l  
i n te racti ons with some o f  t h e  abduc ­
t i o n i s t s ,  I h a v e  o b serv e d  b eh a v i o rs 
and h eard statements made that h av e  
led m e  t o  b el i ev e · t h a t  the i r  c l airris 
must  be taken with a very l arge grain 
of s al t  indeed.  A sampling of these 
statements and observ ations follows:  

I tem : �eli abl e S ource (RS)  and Wel l­
Known A bd u c t i o n i s t  ( W K A )  went to 
inves t igate the rep o rt b y  mem bers of 
a fam i l y  that they had seen " aliens i n  
ye l low space sui ts o n  the road."  There 
we re "several fl ashing li ghts . "  It was 
rainy and m isty . RS checke d  on this 
b y  c a l l i n g  the c o unty h i gh w ay de­
partment to see if  they h ad any people  
ou t  a t  t h a t  pl ac e  a n d  t i m e .  :: S u re 
enough, a cre w  had been doing emer­
gen c y  ro ad w o rk .  They had several  
Caut i o n  s i gn s  w i th them and w e re 
wea ri n g  th e t rad i t i o n a l  y e l l o w  s l i c k ­
ers d u e  t o  the wet weather. RS p as sed 
thi s information on to WKA, who c ate­
gorically refused to accept the explan ­
a t i o n .  

I tem : R S  (with Ph . D .  i n  p s y ch o l o gy )  
wi tnessed o n e  o f  W K A  ' s  hypnot i c  re­
gressions for the purp ose o f  confi rm ­
ing a n  abdu ction experienc e.  I t  was 
clear to RS that WKA was recu rsively 
leading the . subj ec t ,  subtly c u i n g  him 

a c c o rd i n g  to  a p redeterm ined p ro­
gram, which WKA had written out on a 
note pad held in his hand. 

Item : RS told me of a case o f  a New 
Yo rk wom an who became e x t remely 
upset over WKA ' s  attempts to coe rce 
her into believing that  she had been 
kidnapped by ali ens when she knew 
better; she was so upset, in fac t, that 
she flew out to California to see a re­
commended therap ist in o rder to  re ­
cover  from what amounted to a brain­
w a s h i n g  e x p e ri e n c e .  

This p articular case, a s  well as the  one 
just above it, i s  hi ghly relevant to  the 
issue of who really "homogenizes" the 
repo rts of the abduction e x p e rienc e .  
In spite o f  claims that these reports­
coming d i rectl y  from the victim-are 
essentially i denti c al ,  we have thi s  on­
ly on the word of the abductionists . As 
far as I know, no pr9of of this e xists. 

The purpo se in b ringing these anec­
dotes to tbe reade r ' s  attention i s to 
indicate that the level of rel i abi l i ty of 
Ameri c an researchers in these a reas  
might n o t  be a s  high as B u l l ard im ­
plies .  In relation to some o f  these 
i te m s ,  B u l l a rd 's inv ocation of Huf­
ford ' s - -Important bookl - and its c onclu-

s i o n s  seems i n ap p ro p ri ate-un l ess  he 
wi shes to  app l y  its l essons to  the ab­
du c t i o n i s ts themse l ve s .  I see  l i t t l e  
reason t o  be l i ev e  th at  the abductees  
are "taken at the i r word" by the  ab­
d u c t i o n i s t s ,  or  that  the abduc t i o n i s t s  
are g t v m g  us t h e  pure ,  un touched re­
po rts of  the i r subj ects .  A moderate ly  
c lose  read i n g  o f  Hopk i n s ' M i s s i n g 
T i m e  and I n t r u d e r s  revea l s  that the 
subjects very o ften try to indic ate tha t  
the i r  e x peri ences  had a d re am l i ke o r  
i m agin ary qu a l i ty . . T h i s  i s  a l w a y s  



glossed over or  re i n te rp reted . Jun g ­
i an explan ations  for t h e  a l leged s im i ­
l a ri t i es  am on g t h e  abduc t ion  repo rts 
depend on the rel i ab i l i ty o f  what we 
are to ld by the inves t i gators .  I no 
longer believe that what is  c l ai med by 
the inv esti gato rs i s  re l i ab l e ,  therefo re 
th e s i m i l ari t ies  c an p ro b ab ly  be a c ­
counted fo r by a m u c h  more p ars i ­
m o n i ous e x p l anat i o n :  th e s i m i l ar i t i e s  
are merely a n  arti fac t of  t h e  Pro c rus­
te an tec hniques be ing used by  the · ab ­
ductionists. In addit ion,  much  is  m ade  
of  the  c lai m  that typ ica l  abduction re­
po rts have been obta ined by i n d i  v id ­
uals  not  subj ec ted to  reg ress i v e  h y p ­
nosis .  For some reason ,  which i s  not at 
all immedi ate ly obv ious  to me, th i s  i s  
supposed t o  be  proof of  the object iv i ty 
of the experience .  I am afra id  that the 
s ign i ficance of  th is  c l a i m  n eeds to be 
spel l ed out more c learl y .  The as yet  
i l l -defi ned a l tered s tate o f  consc i ou s ­
n e s s  o b ta ined  by m e ans  o f  fo rm a l  
hypnotic induction i s  bu t  o n e  of  sev ­
era l  altered states a v a i l ab le  to the i n ­
d i v i dual on h i s  o w n .  Autohypnos i s ,  as 
we l l  as al te red states induced by more 
or  less  chance i n te rac t ions w i th the 
env i ronment,  must  be cons idered . The 
ent i re psyc hol ogica l  h is tory of the i n ­
d i v idual must  a lso be taken i n to ac -

. c o u n t .  

I tem : WKA has s a i d  to a number of  
people that he  is  "on a miss ion ,"  and 
that  the ab duct ion  p ro b l e m  " i s  why 
I ' m  here . "  Actu a l l y ,  h av i n g  w atched 
h im say th is  mysel f, he rea l ly s ays  i t  
to  no one ;  he sort of  gazes upward with 
unfocused eyes as he says i t .  

Item : I told a Wel l - Known S keptic (not  
spec i fi c a l ly  a UFO skept ic)  that I h a d  
heard n o  reports o f  a b d u c t i on c a s e s  
from any of m y  ped i a tri c i an fri e n d s .  
It  seemed to me u n l ike ly  that  these 
professionals  would  not have he ard of 

abduction cases i f  they are of  the ubi ­
q u i ty c l a i m e d  b y  the  abduct i o n i s t s .  
W K S  said "It 's  a cover-up ! "  

k n o w  a num b e r  o f  p e d i atr i c i an s  
pretty wel l .  They are sensit ive ,  i m agi ­
na t ive peopl e  who l i sten sympathet ic ­
al ly t o  what chi ldren  have t o  say , no 
m atter how bizarre the s tory might  be .  
Ped i atr ic ians frequent ly  deal wi th the  
wi l d  ta les  of chi l d ren and use  th e 
i m aginat i ve content  as p art of  thera ­
py .  I t  i s  unl ikely _ that a pedi atri c i a n  

would t ake a story o f  a l i en abduction 
at  face  v alue .  They would,  however,  
not  supp ress  such m ateri a l .  

Item : WKA (who i s  n o t  a p rofessiona l  
psycho l o g i s t  o r  c o un s e l o r) c au t i o n s  
v i c t ims  a b out  whether  o r  n o t  they 
should  have  ch i ldren (due to the  gen ­
et ic experi ments done on them b y  al i ­
ens) ,  o r  whether they migh t  n o t  h av e  
t o  te rm i n ate  i n t i m ate  re l a t i o n s h i p s  
b e c a u s e  th e i r  " s i g n i fi c an t  o t h e r "  
"wi l l  not b e  able to understand the ex­
perience. " Aside from the  prosaic  fac t  
that  s u c h  counse l i n g  b y  u n l i ce n s e d  
persons is  i l legal , unethic a l ,  a n d  i rre­
spons i b l e ,  the s e  a b d u c t i o n i s t  rec o m ­
mendations are h i gh l y  rem i n i sc ent  o f  
suggest ions m ad e  by c u l t  leaders to 
the i r rec ru i t s .  

I tem : In  the  l i tt l e .,. known ET B a g 
Lunch Case, Wel l -Known MJ- 1 2  person 
fi nds myster-ious i tems that he  i s  sure 
resu lted from the v is i tation of an al ien  
spacec raft. Havi n g  access to  a UFO­
buff h i gh up i n  the adm inistration o f  
a n  aerospace corpo ration ,  he m an ages 
to have  their  l aboratories do an  an a­
lys is .  The i tems turn out  to  be a lumi­
num shavings ,  an o ld insu l ator ,  and  
part of a brown p aper bag.  

Item : Long before Wi l l i am L .  Moo re  
de bunked himself  at the 1 9 89 M UFON 
meeting in L as Vegas , he got off to a 
strong head start ,  i n  1 972, by pub l i sh ­
i n g,- i n  consultation · with Charles Ber­
l i tz , the  perfe c t l y  fan t as t i c a l b o o k  
Th e Ph ilad e lp h ia Exp e rim e n t. 2 Thi s  
book specul ates that ,  duri n g  t h e  w ar ,  
the U . S .  N av y  w as i n  possess ion of  
some sort o f  re l at i v is t ic  e lectromag­
net ic  device that would not only ren ­
der a n  entire ship and i ts c rew invis­
ible , but teleport it to  a distant location 
as wel l ! Ufologists who have been re­
minded of the fact  of this book have 
looked at  Moo re ' s  c l ai m s  and re l i a b i l ­
i ty th rough new e y e s .  (The p rominent  
b iophys i c i s t O tto S c h m i t t  was heav i l y  
i n v o l v e d  i n  e l e c t ro m a g n e t i c  e x p e r i ­
mentat ion  w i th the  n a v y  d u ri n g  World 
W ar II .  He has some 60 p atents in  th is  
area ,  m any o f  whi ch are s t i l l  c l ass i ­
fied.  W h e n  I ment ioned the Phi l ad e l ­
ph i a  E x pe ri m e n t  to  h i m  he c l a i m e d  
[ between chuck l es a n d  h e a d - sh a k i n g ]  
th at h e  h a9 never  h e a rd o f  s u c h  a 
th i n g ,  even b y  w ay o f  rum o r. Fo r 
various good reasons,  I do not think he 

1 5  

The P h iladef· 

p h ia Exp e r im e n t :  

P r oject  I n v is ib i l ity 

(New York: Grosset & 
Dunlap, 1 972). 
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• •  3 .  A l t e r n a t e  

States of Conscious· 

ness: Unself, Other ·  

self, and Supers elf 

(Wel l ing  bo rou g h ,  
Northam pton s h i re :  
The Aquarian P res s ,  
1 9 8 9 ) .  

• •  4 .  Th e C ir c l e s  

Effect a n d  Its Mys­

t e r i e s  ( B r a d fo rd ­
on -Avon,  W i l t s h i re :  
Artetech Publ i sh ing ,  
1 9 8 9 ) .  

• •  5 .  Actual ly ,  when 
it comes to the gath­
ering of facts ,  i t  i s  
ra re indeed that no  
" top down" h idden  
agenda i s  involved-­
ra re enough that i t  
may be s e ri o u s l y 
d o u b t e d  w h e t h e r  
p u re (a c t - g a t h e ri n g  
ever takes place. 

• •  6. B ud d  Hopkins,  
"Ste wpot  Th i n k i n g :  
Obstacle t o  Science," 
MUFON UFO Jour­

" a l 25 1 (March 
1989): 8-9, 12 .  

was h i d i n g  a n y t h in g ,  Consp ira c y  
buffs w i l l ,  of  course, think otherw i se . )  
The above · i tems ,  · in  combination . w i th 
the u n w a r r a n t e d  e n t h u s i asm am o n g  
some Ame ri can u fol o gi s ts for the mor­
i b u n d  M J  - 1 2  and G u l f  B reeze cas e s  
seem , i n  my opin io n ,  to j ust i fy Euro­
pean u fo log ists ' d i smay at the current  
condi t ion  o f  A m e ri c an u fo l ogy . 

Along these l ines�  I also do not com­
p l e t e l y  sh are B u l l a rd ' s  c h arac teri z a­
t ion  o f  E u ro p e an u fo l o g y  v i s - a- v i s  
American ufo l ogy . B ul lard c laims that 
Americans " work fro m  · the bottom u p ,  
wal l o w i n g  in facts , often content j u s t  
t o  acc u m u l ate  and enumerate them . "  
They are often " sat isfied t o  cobble  to­
gether a few unsy stem at i c  genera l i za­
t ions and pre fer to iso l ate phenomena 
rathe r  than re l a te  them . "  On the 
other hand , European u fo l o gis ts w o rk 
from the top down , con fo rm ing data to 
theory . With regard to European s ,  I 
tend to regard thi s  as somewhat true ; 
however, the rec e n t  w o rk of  H i l ary 
Ev a n s 3  and Terence  M eaden4-of s ing­
ular  import ance  to current ufo logy-do 
noth i n g  of the  so rt . 5 B oth of these 
i n v e s t i g a t o rs p ro c ee d  by way o f  
gatheri n g  d at a ,  c on s t ru c t i n g  m o d e l s ,  
a n d  t h e n  a l l o w i n g  fre s h  d a t a  to 
s trengthen or m o d i fy the i r  hypothe­
ses .  I n  t h e  c ase  o f  American ufology , 
it is hard to see in what way the ETH ,  
wh i c h  d o m i n a t e s  A m e ri c an  U F O  
th i n k i n g ,  i s  n o t  a " to p  down " ap­
pro ac h .  The " top down" approach i s  
al so c h aract e ri st ic  of  the abducti o n i s t  
metho d .  I t  a l so  cha racte rizes recen t 
Ame ri c an b oo k s  o n  abduct ions  th a t  
d i smiss  obj ect ions b ased on the p rob­
lems o f  hypnos i s ,  fo l k l o ric and myth­
o l o g i c a l p a r a l l e l s ,  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  
sourc e s ,  and psychol ogy w i th a m ere 
sno rt and a w av e  of · the hand. S uch 
obj ections are never raised by  the ab­
d u c t i o n i s t s  t h e m s e l v e s i n  t h e i r  
s t rongest  poss ib le  form and then sys­
tem ati c al l y  refu ted .  They are  sc arcely  
raised at  al l .  One i s  ins tead requested 
to accept  the abducti o n i sts ' word that 
such o bj ec ti ons  are utterly i rre levan t .  
Pe rs i stent o bj ect ions  from skept ics  a re 
met with the respopse that the skeptic 
i s  an " a rm c h a i r  u fo l o g i s t , "  yet n o ­
thing  i s  p resented that i s  the least in­
ducement  to get  out o f  one ' s  armchai r. 

B u d d  H o p k i n s ' p a p e r  on " s te wp o t  
th i n k i n g , " 6 which B u l l ard c i tes,  i s  an 

und i s t i n gu i sh ed and p o or ly  thou ght­
out  cr i t ique of the use o f  trad i tional  
c o m p ara t i v e  m e th o d s  ( d i s m i s s e d  as 
" s t e w p o t  t h i n ki n g ") in e l u c i d at i n g  
UFO and E T  cases. Hopkins ' fundamen­
tal e rro r in this p aper  is to compare 
p ro b l e m - s o l v i n g  w i t h i n  a paradi gm 
(d iscovering  the source and cause o f  
Leg i onn ai re s ' Di sease)  w i th p ro b l em ­
so l v i n g  w h e r e  n o  p ar adigm exis ts 
(ufo logy ) .  I n  the former c ase,  one has 
a w e l l - e s t a b l i s he d  a n d  a g re e d - u p o n  
m e t h o d o l o g y ; c o n t ro v e rs y  m ay re­
vo lve  a round d etai l s ,  bu t  the i nvest i ­
gators p re tty m uch a l l  agree on the 
d i rect i_on that so lut ion o f  the p rob lem 
wil l  take .  "S tewpot thinking, "  i n  thi s 
c a s e ,  might b e  inap p ropri ate , but  not  
al ways .  V e ry o ften , the "s tewpot"  
thinker,  see ing  both the  trees and  the 
fo res t ,  p e rc e i v es re l a t ionsh i p s  unno­
t iced b y  h i s  m o re l i n e arl y th inking 
co l l e agues .  I n  n ascent  sc ienc e ,  such 
as the development  of e l ectrica l  theo­
ry i n  the 1 8 th century , analogies and 
compari sons  wi th  earl i e r  models  (h y ­
drodynamics  a n d  alchemy were favor­
i tes )  often p reva i l  unt i l  the parad igm 
i s  estab l i shed. I t  i s  i n  no way ex traor­
din ary or defect ive to l ay the ground­
work fo r c l ari fy in g  and u n d e rstand ­
i n g  a p ro b l em b y  u s i n g  " s t e w p o t  
th i n k i ng . "  Actual l y , the m o s t  impo r­
tant aspect of Hopkins ' essay is th at i t  
p a l i n gen e t i c al l y  m o d e l s  o n e  o f  the 
fi rst s teps  a cult o r  rel igion takes after 
i t  becomes  estab l i shed : it denies  i ts 
re l a tio n s h i p  to any p as t  rel ig ion .  The 
Chu rch Fathers were at p ains  to deny 
an y re l at i onsh ip  b etween Chri s ti an i ty 
and t h e  E gy p ti an rel ig ion , b u t  even 
the Chu rch Fathers had a hard t ime 
m a i nt a i n i n g  thi s p o s i t ion  and fi na l ly  
deve loped  the the o ry tha t  the  Dev i l  
h a d  c aused other  cu l tures t o  mimick 
Chris t iani ty  i n  o rder to  undermine  the 
faith . B ec ause of Hopkins ' _  remarkab l e  
rec reati on o f  th is  theol og i c al patt e rn ,  
I stron g ly  reco m m e n d  that  h i s  p ap e r  
be re ad . 

B u l l a rd ' s  a rguments o ften seem to un­
dercut his  own discip l ine .  · As he says ,  
" i f  the  only evidence i s  a text ,  fict ion 
counte rfe its truth to  p erfection . "  Thi s  
m a y  be so on occasion, b u t  as a m atter 
o f  fac t ,  f ic t i o n  rarel y  c ou nterfe i t s  
t rU:th to  p e rfe c t i o n ,  o r  t o  anything 
appro aching i t .  We m ay not be  ab le  to 
pro v i d e  an a b s olute ,  defin i t ive  p ro o f  
that the story o f  Little R e d  Riding Hood 



is fiction, but there are several c ri ter­
i a  of comp arative method ,  long used in 
textual analysis and li terature studies ,  
that m ay be applied inte rn a l l y  to  any 
t� xt th at will  lead us to regard it as 
ei the r true,  partly tru e ,  or m ainly fi c ­
tion al . I do not unders tand wh at B u l -
lard could mean here , and I sinc ere ly 
hope . that I have misread him. He ap­
pears to be m ak i n g  an u nj u s ti fi ab ly 
strong statement that can be t rue enly 
. in the most absoluti st sense. 

One of the very best c riteria fo r dis­
t i n gui shi ng between fac t  and fi c t i o n  
i n  a b d u c t i o n  rep o rts  ( as i n  m an y  
other k i n d s  o f  anom al ies rep orts) i s  
t h e  c ri te ri o n  o f  " in fo rm at i o n  ri c h ­
ness . "  Let me · give you a homely e x ­
am ple.  A drunk o f  no g reat i n tel l i ­
genc e ,  teetering on a bar stool ,  l eans 
over t o  his buddy and grum bles,  "If  
T o m m y  K ram e r  _ h adn ' t  busted h i s  
knee, we could all b e  going to the S u ­
p e r  Bowl." If this were overheard b y  
a Martian ,  h e  would o btain, i n  this one 
sentence,  ( 1 )  immedi at e ,  usefu l  infor­
mation about the nature o f  human be­
in gs and (2) a num ber o f  puzzles that 
wo u l d  motiv ate fu rther i nv esti gati ons , 
which might lead to add i ti onal real in­
formation. The Marti an wou ld at  least 
kno w, o r  soon b e  able to kno w ,  that a 
" T o m m y  K ra m e r " h ad s o m e t h i n g  
called "knees ," that they get b ro ken , 
and that c i rcums tanc e s  su rro u n d i n g  
the physi�al condition o f  a "Tommy 
Krame r" determ i nes w h e ther o r  not  
these hum ans wil l  all ge so mewhe re 
call ed "S uper B o wl . "  Thi s  level of 
info rm ation richne ss-and th i s  i s  a 
pretty m i ni m al e x am p l e  in h u m an 
te rms-is not to be obtained fro m ET 
contac t .  Nor is much ordinary i n fo r­
m a t i o n  a b o u t  c o n t em p o rary h u m an 
l i fe o btained from myth and fo lklore 
which, like ET contact reports , tend to 
h a v e  an abs trac t ,  fo rm al i s t i c  and 
time l e s s  c h arac ter.  

' 

It i s  extraordinary that B ull ard ,  as a 
�olklori st, should fal l  prey to express­
�ng such a concretism as, " In compar­
Ing fol k l o re and abduc ti on s ,  m an y  
features fit but a t  the same time m an y  
do not. . . . Fai ries do not fl y  spaceships 
o r  use e y e l i ke s c an n i n g  dev i c e s . "  

Don '.c they? Representations and re­
ports e x i st in which c re ature s _.  n o t  
fa i ries , p e rh ap s ,  but  c ertai n ly c re a-

tures v e ry s imilar  t o  one or anoth e r  
v ariety of t h e  "Li tt le  Peop l e" do fl y  
s p a c e s h i p s . ? And ey elike sc an n i n g  
dev i ces can b e  traced b ack a very long 
time i ndeed.  They h ave signifi c a�t 
rep re s e n tati o n  i n  e arl y m y t h  a n d  
folklore,  and h ave been used b y  myth­
ical  entit ies for "scanning.  "8 

I fully agree w i th B u l l ard that merely 
pointing out m ythological  o r  fo lkloric 
p aral l e l s  does not p ro v e  th at-ve ry 
s t ri c tl y  s p e a k i n g- s o m e thi n g  d i d n ' t  
really happen. And if a single para­
llel  w e re the only c riterio n  for d i s ­
t i n g u i s h i n g  fac t  from fi c ti o n , w e  
would hav e  great  difficulties i n  c e r ­
tain cases. For instance, the tale of the 
fl ight of Mary and Joseph into Egyp t  
with _the i n fant Jesus could w e l l  b e  
true , a n d  it i s  almost a certainty that  
many o rdinary fam i l ies o f  three have 
had to m ak e  simi l ar perilous j ourney s .  
Yet we also kno w  that the traditional 
details surroundi n g  Jesus ' b i rth and 
ch ildhoo d  c losely p arallel  the c i rcum­
s t an c es s u r ro u n d i n g  · the b i rth o f  
many mythologi cal o r  semimythologi­
cal heroes. Thus one archetypal m o ­
t i f  -the fli ght to avoid persecution b y  
the rep resentatives .o f  the old order-i s 
brought into connection with another 
theme : the b i rth of the hero .9  Other 
folkloric themes and motifs may be as­
sembled around a story, each severely 
reduc ing the probab i l i ty of the sto ry 

. being a true and literal account o f  an 
h i stori c al event. From pursuing thi s  
exercise,  w e  can even c o m e  up with 
w h y  such stories are stru ctured the 
way they are. (Needless to say [I would 
hope ! ]  such themes and moti fs abound 
in the abduction m ateri al . )  Further­
m o re ,  c o m p arati v e  m ateri a l  h a v i n g  
the very sam e  motifs may even b e  o b ­
tained from t h e  dreams of m o d e m  
people. And if such motifs . are · the 
p e rs i stent  s t u ff of d ream s ,  I w o u l d  
suggest that they do not deal with mat­
t e rs of o bj e c ti v e  e x te rn a l real i ty .  
There are sev e ral other re l e v ant tests 
fo r d i s t ingu i s h i n g  real  re p o rts fro m 
m y th i c  and fo l k l o ric c o n fa b u l at i o n s .  
Bull ard i s  blowing smoke from Freu d ' s  
real  c i g ar here .  

A t  bottom , the "success" of the ration­
al izations o f  the ETHe rs derives from 
the fact  th at o n c e  a n  a rb itra ry w i l l  
b e h i nd a p h e n o m e n o n  is · ass um e d ,  
a ny th i n g  c a n  c o u n t a s  s upp o r ti v e  
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• •  7 .  B ullard might 

well benefit from a 

perusal  of Michel 

Meurger and Claude 
Gag non ' s  excellent 

book ,  Lake Monster 
Tradit ions (London: 

Fo r t e a n  T o m e s , 

1 988). Meurger doc­
um ents ,  by actual 

fie ld s tud ie s ,  the 

tran s fo rm a t ion  of 

traditiona l  folk lo re 

creature s  into ma­

chines .  

• •  8.  See Tony Nu­
gent ' s  discussion of 

the myth of the three 

· G ra e a e  in relation­

ship to the Pascagoula 
case in his paper 
"Quicksilver in Twi­

light: A Close En­

counter with a Her­

metic Eye," in C y ­

berbiolog ical St ud­

ies of the Imaginal 

·component in the 

UFO Contact Exper­

ience  (Minneapoli s :  

A rchaeus  Pub l ica ­

t ion s ,  1 9 8 9 ), pp. 

1 09- 1 24 .  

• • 9.  A very recent 

example  d epicting  

the birth of  the hero 

and the flight into the 

wildernes s  may be 

seen in the television 

special, Shalca Zulu. 
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• •  1 0 .  I leave i t  t o  
our E uropean friend s 
to ev aluate B ullard '  s 
counter :  "when h a s 
the w orld ever no t 
been in d re a d fu I 
sha pe?" Nietzschc 
once remarked tha t ,  
•Ju there were a God , 
he w ould not allow 
the 20th century to 
happen." Is B ullard 

· an extraterrestrial? 

• •  1 1 . J erome Cl a rk 
and Loren Coleman,  
The Unide n t ifie d :  

Notes Toward Solv­

ing the UFO Mys­
t e r y ( N e w  York : 
W a rn e r  P a p e rb a c k  
Library, 1 975). The 
o t h e r  f u l l - l e n g t h 
J u n g i a n  b oo k  a t -
tempting t o  account 
for U FOs is by Greg­
ory L. Littie (T h e 
A r c hetyp e  Exp e r i ­
ence  [Moore Haven,  
Fla.: Rainbow, 1984)). 

• •  1 2. C l a rk a n d  
Coleman, pp. 235f., 

242.  

e v i d e n c e . · Thi s ,  combined with wha t  
Norm an Mai l e r  once refe rred to as " a  
logic that does n ' t  know where to stop ,"  
takes the  ETHer whereve r  he wants to  
go . The  ETH is  e xtremely difficu l t  to  
fal s i fy ,  m ak i n g  ! i t  a fert i l e  b reed i n g  
ground for every s o rt o f  fantasy .  The 
k n o w l e d ge v ac u u m  we c o n fron t  i n  
contemp l at ing ETs and UFOs st imul ates 
the i m ag i n at i o n  i n to p ro v i di n g  " an ­
s w e r s "  d e ri v e d  fro m p sy c h o l o g i c a l  
and c u l tu ra l  sou rces .  I f  the i m agery 
has a s trong archetypal c omponent ,  i t  
w i l l  b e  d ri v e n  b y  energ ies  that ari se  
from the v ery roots  from which  myth 
and fo l k l o re g ro w .  The unconsc ious  
al w ay s  tends to  p e rson i fy i ts contents 
and e x p re s s  t h e  p s y c h o d y n a m i c s  
i nvolved i n  dramatic  form . 

In c losing,  I would l ike  to address the 
spec ific  c ri tic i sm s  m ade against  me by 
Bu l l ard. Fi rst o f  al l ,  I have never ar­
t i c u l ated to  m y s e l f, m u c h  l e s s  p u b ­
l i s h e d ,  a c o m p re h e n s i v e  J u n g i a n 
theory o f  UFOs and ETs . I doubt very 
much th at i t  c o u l d  be done.  The at­
tempts I have seen h ave  been v i rtu ­
al l y  comp l ete fai l u res .  I mere l y  be­
l i eve  that  the re are  c e rt ain aspects of  
UFO reports that  lend themselves read­
i ly  to Jungi an treatment .  Even if the 
ETH turned out  to be tru e ,  th is would 
not i n v a l i d ate a J u ng i an approach to  
certa in aspects  o f  the subj ect. Hum an 
p s y c h o l o g y  i s ,  a fte r a l l ,  i n v o l v e d .  

Contrary to  B u l la rd ' s  hopes o r  fears , I 
do not  h a v e  any  fun d am en t a l  " an ­
swers , "  and I have  never  c l ai m ed to 
h ave any-nor  d o  I know where B u l ­
l ard got the i dea · that  I did .  Jung ,  not I .  
fi rst asserted that the wo rl d  w as i n  
such dreadfu l  shape 1 O th at a salv ation 
myth ,  such as the one developed from 
extraterrestria l  b e l ie fs ,  was needed. I 
wou l d ,  ho wev e r, s econd h i s  o p i n i o n .  
Nor  a m  I the originator of  the i d e a  
that there m i gh t  be  a p arapsych o log i ­
ca l  corn ponent  t o  t h e  UFO and i ts 
asso c i ated p h y s i c al e v i d e n c e .  Th i s  
ide a has been entert ained  by , a m o n g  
o t h e r s ,  J un g .  I .  G ra t t an - G u i n n e s s ,  
M a n fred C a s s i re r ,  M i c h ae l  G ro s s o ,  
Peter Roj c e w i c z �  G e o rg e  O wen , and 
l ast ,  but not  l e as t ,  Jerome- Clark .  Cl ark , 
who now w i shes  -to d i s tance h i m s e l f  
from h i s  b o o k  o n  t h e  Jungi an/p ara­
psychological  exp lan ation o f  UFO s  and 
UFO reports, i s  one of only two people I 
know of who h as attemp te d  to p u t  for-

ward such an interp retation in a ful l ­
l en gt h  boo k . l l  N o t  only d i d  Cl ark 
wri te an ent ire 272-page volume in 
th i s  v e i n ,  but in the course of  the 

. work ( in  add i tion  to putting forwa rd a 
v igo rous defense o f  the real i ty o f  the 
Cott ing ley  Fai r ies)  he  formul ated ac­
tual "Laws of Paraufo logy :·  The First 
Law of Paraufology i s :  The UFO mys­
te ry is primarily s u bjective and i ts 
co nte n t  p rimarily symb o li c ;  the Sec­
ond L aw is  that the "objective " mani­
festa tio ns a r e  psy ch o kine tica lly g e n ­
e r a t e d  byp ro d u c ts of those u n co n ­
scio us p ro cesses which shape a c u l­
ture ' s  v ision of the o therwo rld. Ex­
is tin g  o n ly temporarily ,  th ey are a t  
b est o n ly quasiphysical. 1 2  

Laws , no less ! 
Now, I app reciate the fact  that Cl ark 
h as d i savo wed this  book,  a l though I 
be l ieve that this was due mainly to his  
intu i t ion that i ts  . sup e rfic ial and form­
u l a i c  use o f  Jungi an ideas fo r an un­
derstanding o f  UFOs was weak and un­
sat i sfactory . B ut the po i n t  I re a l l y  
want  to m ake is  that, i f  B u l l ard wan t s  
t o  c n t l que  a subs tant ia l  s ta tement  o f  
t h e  J u n g i an/p a r a p sy c h o l o g i c a l i n t e r ­
pretatio n ,  why doesn ' t  he take ai m at 
Cl ark ' s  book , rather  · than at the few 
v e ry s ketchy and tentati v e  rem arks I 
m ade i n  the M a g o  n i a art ic le?  Never 
mind tha_t C l ark no l onger be l i eves in  
what h e  wro te i n  Th e Unide ntifi e d ,  it 
i s  st i l l  the best example of  wh at B u l ­
l ard doesn ' t  l ike .  I f  I didn ' t  know bet­
te r, I wou ld  suspect  that both C l ark 
and B u l l ard w an t  to h ang C l  a r k ' s  
book. around m y  neck ! 

I consider  my ideas about the rol e  of  
arc h e ty p a l  p s y c h o l o g y and p a ra p s y ­
chology i n  understand ing UFO : and ET 
report s  to b e  merely attempts at o pen­
ing up,  and keeping in  mind,  a l tern a­
tive perspecti ves-no more than that .  

I n  s u m m a ry ,  I have to agree w i th 
those European u fologi sts who consid­
er  Ameri c an ufo lo gy to be  a fri ghtful  
mess . B ul l ard ' s  paper  goes far,  i n  my 
opi n i o n ,  toward suppo rt ing th is  v i ew.  
It does noth ing to  refute i t. I certain ly  
would l ike  to  see the  Americ an Way 
return to ac t i on : T ruth , not  uncnt i ­
c i ze d  fantasy ; Just ice-fo r  the  abduc ­
tees ;  and the return of the emp i ri ca l ,  
p ragm at ic  A m e ric an u fo l og i c al b rai n ,  
t h e  real  v i c t i m  o f  Abduc t ion.  There 
are s igns  that this i s  happening.  



OEVEREUX, Pau l .  fort h Lights ReYelotion,- lJFOs and mystery 
lighl form phenomeno. B l andford, f H. 95. 1 989. · 

I n  t h i s  book Pau l Devereux ref i nes and redef i nes t he eart h l i ght  
hypot hes i s  he  f i rst  promu l gated  i n  book  form  a l most ten years  
a go. The  bu l k  of t he book i s  an  acc ount  of a w ide .range ?f 
l i ght  phenomena fro� around t he �or l �, a t  t hough . c h t ef l  y tn  
B r i t a i n, Nor t h  Ame r t c a  and Scand t nav t a. These t nc l ude t he 
var i ous ' spook - L i gh ts '  of t he USA, a n�mber of h i stor i c a l  cases 
f rom B r i t a i n ,  i nc l ud i n g  t he E gr yn L t g h t s  of  1 90�-5 and t he 
remarkab l e  phenomena seen at Burton  Oasset t ,  War w i cks h i r e  � n 
t he 1 920' s, as we l l  as deta i l s of con temporary  phenomena t n  
B r i gant i a  current l y  be i n g  i nvest i gated a s  par t  o f  ' P roj ec t  
Penn i ne ' . 

T hese events  are ,  i t  i s  c l a i med, par t  of a s i ng l e  phenomenon: 
t he pr oduc t i on of an atmospher i c  l i gh t s  by t he ac t i ons  of 
st r a i ns ,  t ens i ons and subsurface  movement in t he Eart h ' s c rust.  
T he ar gument s ho l d  u p  remarka b l y  we � l :  many of t �ese pheno�na 
do ,  i ndeed occur  at s i t es of  par U cu l ar geo l og t ca l  fau l t L ng .  
T he Egryn  L i g h ts  a l i gned a l most ex�c t l  y � i t h  t he s i gn i f i c ant  
Barmou t h  Fau l t  - a c hart  s hown t he t mpress t ve concent rat L on of  
t he repo r t ed L i g hts  c l ose t o  t he .L i ne of  . t he �au l t , and  t �e i r  
rap i d  fa l l i ng off  away  f r om t l . Aga t n, L mpor t ant  � L g�t 
phenomena are assoc i at ed w i t h  ear t hquak es a�d ar eas of se L smL c 
act i v i t y, par t i cu l ar l y  i n  Japan and t he Amer L can West Coast 

Oevereux notes t hat w i t h i n  t he 
genera l  range of unex p l a i ned 
l i gh ts  t here  is one spec i f i c  
t ype wh i c h  seems part i cu l ar l y  
s i gn i f i cant ; usua l l y  1 l adpo l e '  
s haped, i t  seems t o  possess an 
i nner structure  compr i sed of a 
mass of t i ny  po i n t s  of l i gh t ,  
pu l sa t i n g  w i t h  some f o r m  o f  
energy. Of par t i cu l ar  i nter est 
i s  h i s  c l a i m  t hat  Kenneth  
Arno l d' s sem i na l UFO s i gh t i n g  
of 1 9�7 was of a g r o u p  o f  
l i gh ts  assoc i ated  w i t h  se i sm i c  
c ond i l i ons i n  t he Nor t h  West 
USA < i t  t ook p l ac e  very near  
t he ac t i ve vo l cano  of  Mt .  St 
He l ens ) .  T h i s  c l a i m, if t r ue, 
adds more i r ony t o  Mar t i n  
Kot tmeyer ' s  p i ec e  ear l i e r  i n  
t hese pages. 

There  is no doubt in my m i nd 
t hat  a rea l phenomenon i s  
i nvo l ved here. I c an see no 

ser i ous r eason not  t o  ac cept ,  
a s  a work i n g  h ypot hes i s  at 
l east ,  t hat  a range of aer i a l  
l i gh t  phenomena are t he resu l t  
o f  geo l o g i c a l  ac t i v i ty ,  and 
t h i s  book is t he best move yet  
t owards substan t iat i n g  t hat  
c l a i m. My doubts  start  t o  
c reep i n  when I rea l i se j ust  
how much  t h i s  h i gh l y- L i k e l y  
but not-yet-proven phenomenon 
is supposed to  acc ount for .  I 
am a l ways  susp i c i ous of once  
and for a l l  UFO  exp l anat i ons ,  
whet her  t hey be ETH, secret  
weapons, m i rages, ba l l  L i g h t­
n i n g  or  eart h- l i ghts. Why ,  I 
ask myse l f, do Amer i c an spook 
l i ghts  have a tendency t o  
fo l l ow d i sused r a i l way l i nes ,  
whereas B r i t i sh ones never do? 
Can we r ea l l y  accept t hat  t he 
We l s h  l i gh t s  of 1 90�-5 had 
not hing t o- do w i t h  t he extra­
o r d i nary  soc i a l  c ond i t i ons of  

t he t i me, w i th  wh i c h  t he y  were  
exp l i c i t l y  l i nked by c ont emp­
orary  observers? Do t he 
concent rat i ons of l i gh ts  i n  
par t i c u l ar areas a t  par t i c u l ar 
t i mes  < t he present wave of 
Nor t h  Wa l es s i ght  i ngs ,  for 
i ns tance )  have t o  do w i t h  
geo l og i c a l  cond i t i ons, o r  w i t h  
[ he fact t hat  a par t i c u l ar l y  
ac t i ve and mot i vated resear c h­
er happens to be around on t he 
g round? I am scept i c a l  of t he 
ETH as a source of UFOs be­
cause I know how w i despread 
and i mpr ess i ve mi s i n te rpretat­
i ons of  ot her phenomena can 
be.  I am not prepared to  
suspend t hat sc ept i c i sm when 
cons i de r i n g  anot her  h ypot hes i s  
j ust  because i t  i s  one I fee l 
i nt e l l ec t ua l l y mor e  c omfor t ­
ab l e  w i t h. 

T he most  cont r over s i a l  par t  of  
Oevereux'  s forth Lights., h i s  
or i g i na l  book , was t he c l a i m  
t hat t he l i ght  phenomenon 
reac ts  t o  human consc i ousness. 
In t h i s  book t he c l a i m  i s  
st i l l  t here ,  but somewhat 
t oned down. H i s  ma i n ar gument 
for t h i s, apart  f r om some 
rather  dub i ous observat i ons  
f rom Har l ey Rut l edge'  s f l awed 
Project ldenti ficotion and 
some ext reme l y  equ i voca l 
r epor ts  from Hessda l en ,  i s  h i s 
own persona l exper i ence  of a 
aer i a l  phenomenon f rom h i s  
student days. Yet t h i s  i s  suc h  
a perfect  examp l e  o f  c u l tura l 
c ond i t i on i n g  i nf l uenc i n� t he 
per c e pt i on of an amb L guous 
st imu l i  <Devereux sees a pecu-
l i ar  c l oud as an ange l ,  
anot her  art  student sees 
M i c hae l ange l o' s 1 Un i versa l 
Han ' , o thers  w i t h  h i m  at t he 
l i me see not h i n g  i n  par t i c­
u l ar ) t hat  I f i nd i t  hard t o  
see  i t  as  anyt h i n g  ot her  t han  
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v i nd i ca t i on o f  t he psyc ho­
soc i o l og i c a l  hypot hes i s !  

Dever eux w i l l  ar gue ( has 
ar gued) t hat ,  o f  c ourse, I was 
no[ t here  at  t he t ime to see 
t he v i s i on. Natur a l l y , but 
t h i s  is  t he ar gument used by  
every  abduc tee and contac t ee 
and t he i r  eager proponent s :  I 
was t here, I know what hap­
pened. My persona l v i s i on i s  
t he un i versa l t ru t h. Devereux 
r i ght l y  quest i ns t h i s  l i ne  of  
reason i n g  when  t he perc i p i ent  
i nvo l ved is  a poor l y-educat ed 
woman i n  Kentuc k y  c l a i m i n g  
contac t w i t h  grey-sk i nned 
c r eatures  f rom anot her  wor l d. 
He cannot expect us to ac c e pt 
i t  at face va l ue j ust  because  
the  v i s i onary  exper i ence  i s  
now be i n g  report ed b y  a l i t er­
ate  and respec ted researc her .  

Hav i ng sa i d  t ha t ,  t h i s  is  a 
fasc i nat i n g  and i mpor t ant 
book , certa i n l y  far more  
s i gn i f i cant to  the  deve l opment 
of ufo l o gy t han any of t he 
cur rent c rop  of abduct i on 
books t hat are  pour i n g  f r om 
t he presses.  And i ndeed 
Devereux has some i mpor t an t  
t h i ngs to  s a y  about abdu c t ­
i ons, postu l a t i ng a mec han i sm 
for  t he i r  product i on wh i c h  may 
po i n t  to a process by wh i c h  
t he psyc ho-soc i o l og i c a l  exp l a­
nat i on can be l i nked to 
phys i c a l  st i mu l i . T h i s  may go  
someway towards prov i d i n g  an 
answer  for  t hose who fee l t hat  
convent i ona l psy c ho l og i c a l  
processes are not adequate  t o  
exp l a i n  t he nature of  t he 
abduct i on exper i ence. H i s  
ana l ys i s  o f  t he Kat h i e  Dav i es 
( 1  I nt r uders ' ) c ase i s  i nt r i gu­
ing and deserves cons i derat i on 
even by t hose who do not  
acc ept t he genera l t hr ust  of 
h i s  ar guments. It  seems 
ce r ta i n  t hat  some k i nd of  
e l ec t r i c a l  phenomenon, e i t he r  
' ea rt h l  i gh ts '  or  some more  
convent i ona l l i g htn i n g  r e l at ed 
phenomenon, forms t he phys i ea l 
core  of l h i  s exper i ence .  T h i s  
has, o f  course,  been i gnored 
b y  t he abduc t i on i sts .  

Eart h  U ghts  may not be  t he 
exp l anat i on for  a l l UFO s i ght­
i n gs ,  o r  even  t he maj o r i t y  of  
t hem - par t i cu l ar l y  t he c l ose 
encounter  cases - but fur t he r  
researc h a l on g  t he l i nes  i nd­
i c ated by Devereux <no  pun 
i n t ended ! ) pr omi ses t o  be  one 
of t he most product i ve f i e l ds 
of r esea r c h  i n  ufo l ogy  i n  t he 
next few  year s. I t  i s  t o  be  
hoped t hat ufo l o g i sts  w i l l  be  
a b �e to  r i se t o  the c ha l l en ge. 

John Nimmer 
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1 1  CASS I RER,  Manfr ed. PortJpsy­
choi ogy tJnd the {JfO. Pub l i shed 
b y  t he author ,  38 C hr i s t c hur ch  
Ave. , London NW6 7BE .  £3. 75. 
1988. 

T h i s  book l e t  of about 70 pages 
is a c o l l ec t i on of papers  f rom 
t he JourntJi of trtJnsient 
Aerial  PhenomentJ on var i ous 
aspec t s  of t he r e l at i onsh i p  
between ufo l ogy  and parapsych­
o l ogy .  Manfred po i n t s  out a 
� i de range of s i mi l ar i t i es :  
e l ec t r i c a l  effec t s, an i ma l  
reac t i ons,  ufonaut s  and appar­
i t i ons ,  hypno t i c  regr ess i ons, 
l um inos i t i es,  e t c .  Many 
readers  m i ght f i nd, a l ong  w i t h  
me ,  t ha t  some ana l og i es a re  
more natu r a l  t han ot hers. 

There seems l i t t l e  doubt  t hat 
t he same sor t s  of peo p l e  have 
UFO and psyc h i c  exper i enc es, 
�h i c h  one m i gh t  exp l a i n  as 
e i t her  a) t hese peo p l e  are 
more l i ke l y  t o  prov i de anoma l ­
i s t i c  i nter pret at i ons t o  t he i r  
exper i ences,  o r  b )  t hese 
peop l e  genu i ne l y  have anoma l ­
i sl i c  exper i ences .  Whe t her t he 
' ESP'  c l a i med by t hese shaman­
le  persona l i t i es is t he same 
t h i n g  as  t he ' ESP'  measured by 
card guess i n g  is a moo t  po i nt ,  
as i s  whet her many of t hese 
' i mpress i ons' are t r u l y  ver i ­
d i c  i d a  l .  

I t  i s  a p i t y  t hat  t he book­
l et ' s ep isod i c  and non­
progr ess i ve c harac t er renders  
read i n g  somewhat d i ff i cu l t . 
There i s  c l ear l y  sc ope here  
for a more  det a i l ed and  be t t er 
connec ted wor k ,  per haps i nc­
l ud i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  mor e  of  
t he aut hor ' s o bv i ous l y  fasc i n­
at i n g  f i r st-hand e x per i enc es. 

Pet er Rogerson 
occcoccccococ cooooccccooooooco 

1 1  ROGO, D Sc o t t .  The Infin it e 
BoundtJr y; spirit possessi on, 
Mdness and mu /  t ip/ e person­
a l ity. Aquar i an P ress, 1988. 
£6. 99. 

I t  i s  usua l l y  r e ga r ded as one 
of t he ac h i evement s  of t he 
en l i gh tenment t ha t  med i c a l  
rat her t han demon i c  i n t e r pre t­
a t i ons of men t a l  i l l ness 
ga i ned pr omi nence.  T h i s  a l l ow­
ed a gradua l human i sa l i on of 
t he t r eatment of t he ment a l l y  
i l l . However , i n  t he Un i t ed 
States,  where  r e l i g i ous funda­
men t a l  i sm ho l ds sway ,  even 
today t here  are psyc h i at r i sts  
who  may be pressured by  t he 
fa i t h  i nt o  be l i ev i n g  t hat  
peop l e  who  behave  i n  ways t hat 
soc l e t y  (or  at l east  t he more 
conven t i ona l  par t  of  i t )  f i nds 

unac c ept a b l e , a r e  possessed by 
ev i l  s p i r i ts or t he s p i r i t s of 
t he dead. T hus mu l t i p l e  per ­
sona l i t y  a n d  possess i on ma y  b e  
r i va l l i n g  c hanne l l i ng as  a n  
Amer i can occu l t  o bses s i on. 
T h i s  book is wr i t ten aga i nst  
t hat  back g r ound. T he maj o r  
par t  of i t  i s  concerned wi t h  
t he b e l i efs  o f  a number  o f  t he 
founders  of Amer i can psyc h i c  
r esearch  t hat  some cases of 
men t a l  i l l ness wer e  due to 
persecu t i ng sp i r i t s .  

Though t he c ases presented 
here  a r e  b y  no means a l l of a 
k i nd, t hey  do have some c on­
s i st ent feat ures .  T he subj e c ts  
often have per i ods of  obses­
s i ve ,  often m i me t i c  c reat i v ­
i t y ,  a l t ernat i ng w i t h  per i ods 
of psyc ho t i c  or nea r-psyc hot i c  
depr ess i on ,  suggest i ve of  some 
form of man i c -depress i ve i l l ­
ness.  Rogo '  s l ac k  of awar eness 
of  wes t e r n  psyc ho l ogy  i s  
pe rhaps s ho wn by  t he f a c t  t hat 
he is su r pr i sed b y  t he c l ose 
assoc i at i on between men t a l  
i l l ness a n d  gast r i c d i sorders ,  
not  rea l i s i ng t hat  i n  t he 
e i ghteen t h  century  suc h d i s ­
orders wer e  t hought  t o  be a 
maj or c ause of menta l i l l ness,  
a pos i t i on r ever sed b y  many 
c ont empor a r y  GPs. Modern 
med i c a l  t h i nk i n g  �ou l d  ho l d  
t hat  bot h t h a ' ment a l '  and 
' phys i c a l '  sympt oms a r e  c aused 
b y  c hemi c a l  i mba l ances .  I f  
hyster i c a l  mu l t i p l e  per son­
a l i t i es c an i nduc e  s t i gmata ,  
par a l ys i s , a l l e r gy ,  e t c . , t hen 
a l t e ra t i ons of t he c hemi c a l  
ba l ance i n  o rde r  t o  pr oduce  
a l tered  s t a tes  wou l d  seem t o  
be far from out  of t he quest ­
i on .  Pet er Rogerson 
ooocooooooococcccocooooooooooo 

11 RANDLES,  Jenny .  ( Camp i l e r )  
Fire in the Sky; the 
Buck inghtJmsh ire {JfO Hovie  
Fi lm. Bufora ,  £ 1. SO .  1969 

T h i s  met i c u l ous l y  r esearc hed 
book l et ,  t he second of  t he 
BUFORA Case H i st o r i es ,  prov­
i des pos i t i ve l y  t he l as t  word  
on t he famous Pet er Day mov i e  
f i l m c ase o f  1973. A l l aspe c t s  
of  t he c a s e  a re  l ooked at i n  
deta i l , a l l poss i b i l i t i es 
cons i de red: t h i s  roos t  be t he 
def i n i t i ve a c c ount  of t he case 
t he case ,  and as c l ose as we 
are  ever  g o i n g  to get  t o  a 
s o l  ut i on. A shame t he r e  a r e  no 
pho t ographs i  is t h i s  for t ec h­
n i c a l  o r  c opyr i gh t  reasons? My 
on l y  c r i t i c i sm: for heaven ' s 
sak e wou l d  someone p l ease t e l l 
Jenny Rand l es t o  l eave a space 
after  t he fu l l  st op  at t he end 
of  each sent ence !  John Nimmer 

UDODOOODODUUUDDOOOUUUOOOOOODOOOOOOUOODDDODDOOUOOOOOOOOODOODOOOO 

11 HALL, R i c hard. {Jnin vited Guests,- a documentary hist ory of 
{JfO sight ings, tJi ien encounters and co verups. Aur ora Pr ess1 
1968. D i st r i buted i n  UK by Thor sons, £9. 95) 

T h i s  i s  an examp l e  of t he bet t er t ype of UFO book of say 20-25 
years  ago.  The  ear l y  c hapt er s  exam i ne var i ous examp l es of UFO 
behav i ou r  - veh i c l e  s toppages, l i gh t beams,  humano i dSi and i n  
subsequent c ha pt e r s  r i va l  exot i c  t heor i es a r e  exami ned but 
u l t i mat e l y  rej ec t ed i n  favour of a somewhat more  soph i s t i ca ted 
ver s i on of nut s  and bo l t  space s h i ps. Append i c es prov i de 
c h r ono l o g i c a l  summar i es of represent at i ve cases and examp l es of 
US government documents. To t he European ufo l og i st  t he resu l t  -
and l e t  us remember t hat  Ha l l  i s  far more  t houghtfu l t hat most 
US ufo l o g i st s  - t he resu l t  a ppears  anac hron i st i c ,  pr ov i nc i a l  
and c r edu l ous. 

T he anac hron i sm and prov i nc i a l i sm l i e not  in t he w i de range of 
c ases presented wh i c h  have g l oba l scope ,  but in t he seem i n g  
l ac k  of  any apprec i a t i on of  modern ,  non-Amer i c an t hought  o n  t he 
subj ect .  'We are  back i n  t he days before  Hendry  and Monner i e , 
when eye� i t ness t est i mony was t ak en at face va l ue .  S i gn i f i cant­
ly  Hendr y,  a l t houg h  an Amer i c an resear c he r ,  is  not ment i oned 
once. He is now a non-per son in t he USA. Onc e  aga i n  one get s  
t he i mpr ess i on t hat Amer i c an ufo l o g i st s  i n  t he i r  consp i racy  
t heor i s i n g  rea l l y  a c t  as  i f  t he Un i t ed States  i s  t he on l y  
c oun t r y  i n  t he wor l d, and t hat  t he C I A  cou l d  ma i nt a i n  i t s 
c onsp i rac i e s  ac r oss t he g l obe .  

l t  is  i n  Ha l l ' s  at l east par t i a l  ac cept ance of t he Maj est i c - 12 
documents  and c r ashed sauc er s tor i es t hat he d i sp l ays  a 
surpr i s i ng c redu l i t y of wh i c h  he wou l d  have been one of t he 
h a rshest  c r i t i cs h i mse l f , twent y  years ago .  I s  he not  
susp i c i ous t hat a l l  t he peo p l e  named i n  MJ- 12 are  dead? Or t hat  
t he supposed med i c a l  man �ho  c onducted t he a l l eged autops i es on  
t he a l i ens does not use a s i ng l e med i c a l  te rm  i n  h i s  desc r i p­
t i on of t he bod i es? I ndeed t he desc r i pt i ons sound l i ke  a c r oss 
be tween Ha l Crawfor d ' s UFO drawi ngs ,  popu l ar SF  s pecu l at i on ,  
and super-cerebr a l  Mekon-st y l e  a l i ens. Does he  not f i nd it  odd 
t ha t  UFOs never c rash  i n  L i bya ,  Panama, Nor t h  Karea ,  or . . . New 
Yor k ,  but on l y  in Ar i zona and New Mex i c o  conven i ent l y  c l ose to 
US A i r  Force  bases. 

T h i s  is t ru l y  a p i c ture  of s ta te-of-t he-a r t  Amer i c an ufo l ogy ,  
domi na ted by  he c r ashed saucer  and a bduc t i on t h emes .  Th i s  is  a 
f o l k l or e  i n  wh i c h  t he man and woman i n  t he s t r ee t  i s  t hreatened 
b y  bot h t he l i m i t l ess  power of t he ' who l l y ot her ' , f rom wh i c h  
not  even t he bedroom i s  safe,  and t he ar b i t r a r y  power o f  a 
s t a t e  bureaucracy  w i de l y  be l i e ved to go r ound assas s i nat i n g  and 
i n t i m i dat i n g  t hose who have d i scovered i t s appa l l i n g  sec r e t .  
Beyond t he c rashed saucer  st or i es l i es t he fear t hat  pass i on­
l ess  symbo l s  of pure  reason are  i n  command, and somehow need to  
s t ea l our pass i on and our phys i ca l i t y in  order  t o  sur v i ve and 
r eproduce .  The at roph i ed ' an i ma l  par t s' of t he a l i en cadave rs  
have  t he i r  psycho l og i c a l  coun te rpar t  i n  t he ' g l ac i a l  i nd i f­
ference '  of t he abdu c t or s. These are ,  of course,  l i t e ra l ' eg g­
heads • , t he ant i t hes i s  of t he ' red- b l ooded Ame r i can ma l e ' , and 
t hus t he u l t imate  symbo l of un-Amer i c an i sm. 

Ha l l ' s  defenc e of t he ETH t u rns out to be l ess of a def i n i t e 
ar gument  i n  i ts favour ,  t han  a v i c t o r y  by defau l t .  Non-exot i c  
t heo r i es a r e  d i smi ssed wi t h  t he sort  o f  hand-wav i n g  t hat  t he 
scept i cs are accused of emp l oy i ng ,  and t he exot i c  a l t ernat i ves 
t end t owards t he God ' s prov i dence a r gument ,  or t o  be essent i a l ­
l y  mean i ng l ess ( t hou g h  some var i et i es o f  super-s t r i n g  t heor y do 
seem to i nvo l ve a r ehab i l i t a t i on of ' e l her i c  mat t e r '  of an a l ­
mos t  T heosoph i ca l  k i nd, and quantum phys i cs has many sur pr i ses .  

However ,  t he book rema i ns an ac c ess i b l e  account of what many  US 
ufo l o g i sts  be l i eve;  one  does not  h ave  t o  b e  an ETH  f an  t o  f i nd 
food for t hought  in t he case l i st  append i x . !1tJgon ia readers  may 
f i nd t he book rek i nd l es t he nost a l g i c  g l ow of you t h !  

Pet er Rogerson 
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