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TWENTY � ago, in "*'  :scry 5 s IFO 
lltJietin(YoL 2, No. 6, 1969>, I wrote down my 
impressions of the nineteen-sixties. and 
ended by exprea:sing the hope .that the 
5eYellties would prove more eventfuL 
There were two other art.ides on the same 
theme in that � by John Rimrnr:r and 
Alan Sharp. On reading these ancient 
writings Cas they must seem to SOfiW! of 
our � r-e.ader-3), I f"nd that lttle ha:� 
changed in the fieid of ufology in al those 
years. Indeed, the only realy noticeable 
chllnge � ocarred during the eighties 
was that most UFO journal editors 
exchanged their battered old typewriters 
for word � Tm made it pos:sible 
to chum out reams of drivel with much 
less effort. 

There have been other� of 
course. but. � with the introduction of 
word processors. they have been merely 
� of detail. For exampie. where� in 

the sixties we had nrpsterious crater& 
appeering in England, in the eight.ie:J we 
haue otr myst.erimls crop circles. There 
was also less � on the 
psychokJgical aspects of UFO reports in 
the sixties. except perhaps in the rather 
crude form of� loudly� 
that ufologists were barmy. 

In the issue of Ma St.!) • 4+/FO · 

�ment:bled o!lboYe, Johl Rimmer 
made a number of predctions for the 
seventies. One of these was that a more 
open-minded Gppi'"08Ch to the �ject 
would produce data of in�t to various 
conventional scientific and academic 

� :KICh � psychology and 
folklore. Since then, some �ychologi5ts 
have studied the sub jecl, but they have 
tended to be people of unconvcnt.ional 
views, such as Berthold Schwarz� a 
baiiever in the reality of psychic 
phenornenc. Cu11linut:t.J 011 J.'dQt: u i ue· 

/ 
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JERRYaARl 
eh ....... ages ..., to 
keep to Wl'iUlg 

of things which I know 
about (Letter-a, thi:s 

is5ue). Here goes 
then: 

others of natural 
phenolniCf'KI, or even -
hint ot:heNs - in 50I1le 

incoolifJI ehel asible way 

G product af both. 
Maybe wind5 have ears 

and clouds. eyes; the 
To find out breeze drearms dreana. 

who is hawamg you' Thi5 tac..lmg 
house., you need to ambiga.H.y makes the 
f ind out about pa:�t occupanb. In G crop circte:s idDGI medating �ymbob 
Ctrporate Town lite Warrington this i5 qUte between the domain5 of culttre and wild 

easy, bec•nse voters' lists are preserved nab.re.like the fairies before them. Soon 
at the loc:GIIibrs-y, and you es1 n.w� through we wil heer the �tory of the per-5011 who 

them to find out who died and when. You can entered on crop circle and disappe� any 
then... £dbr and llaidrs - GBt oH, shut� to emerge in another circle mies away. In 
IJoq, hiss I dtxTt PI'Y -_y :wJbbu j:Jttiu1 to IYBd these wicHlu'lt gae days anything seems 

boring old rubbi:sii #U this! aknost possilie. 
Sorry, Jerry.lt looks as though you _,__ _____________ _ 

have been outvoted, and I � hGYe to 
carry on devomg my cobm5 to topics 
about which I know as ittle as anybody eise.. 

My last Northern Echoes piece made it clear 
that I shall not win any P'8C091 wition prizes, 

but then neither willJIIY af the greGt 
p1 ecoguitiol Hnonge• s. The twentieth 
century is coming to a d. facl:o end before 
our � live on TV. ilb I write: thm Oa Kll:rit 
has unbanned the M«:, Modrow has caled 
for German unity and Gorbachov is going to 
argue for a rnulti--pGrty �bite- MagoniG 

knows what eAse by the time you read this. 
And al this without a word from Ms Oixon 
and compeny. PI ecogalition i5 � 

The colapse af en.p. es and the 
death of gods must be attended by its 
porl:er'lb and wonder:�. E�tern E1ropc wil 

have its UFO WlJNe aAong with it5 
Macdonaids.. Howeuer, they will be swamped 
by appmitions of the 8YM and vogue 

national heroes. Meanwhile terrtie and 
sinister spectres will be seen in the blasted 

ccx..-�try ai"'OW1d Caatle Ceal588cu The 
closing down of the cold w• wil have 
masaiYe repercus&iona in the West; the 

dDGth of deYb too, doc:t not go tdw:rmded. 
Old style ufc*Jgy, which re-erne� ged in the 
seaxld cUd wcr will disappear and haunting 
Keeian viDions wil r-ett.rn. 

As the latest is&ue of Forl:siln ,..,._ 

Speeking af Forb:an 1'ime:s GOd crop circle:s, 
has a certain former ciYi �an� late of 
the Department of Defence. let the cat out 

of the bag? MS bugging E:5per-Gnti:sb hGs 
some sort of crazy logic, but orchid­

growers? £But orchid MJStlers are� 
in the lateat crlmh retrievm l'"llmOlFS fr-om 
South Africa - Ed.lls Mr Noye5 hinmg that 
al civi society is regarded wif:h SI rspicion 
by Tt£M? � every g& deaw '9 club haYe a 
mo6e? Are al bee-keepers bugged? � 
could m.ake the U61 Wah::a. F red Holroyd, 
Peter Wright �tory a. l&e a YiQ.-Gge 

teapartyt 
Taking Jerome Oark'� �dvice again for � 
momem� I rettrn to something I know about 
- local history arclliues - and present you 
with the n:rnaritable ilu:stratlon which 
graces the COYer of otr mag. l stumbled 
across it in Warrington library, in the f"rst 
ia:KJe of the PstgGte Co1ege MogGzine, 
published localy in spring, 1947. In � 

letters t.-lder the drawing it is credted to a 
certain R Oleattv.n, and dated 1946, a ye5" 

perhaps before the Arnold case. �t what 
is going on here?. An! those strange 
objccb pc AI•..-, UF<m? Do the 
dklosalrs inclcate some kind of pre-von 
Daniken ancient astrona.t. speculations? 
Your gueaa i:s cm good a:s nme.. ProbGbly R 

Cheatham is s� aromd. Do any of our 
readers know him? We'd lib to learn � 

a &a a ods ua, the crop circte8 are becoiaw '9 a about thi& �trm191' piece af ertwortd 
major folklore of these Green times. Some 
say they are the product of intailiganca. 



bductions: 
•ho's being taken for a ride? 

John Rtrnmer reuleiUs recent: deueloprnent:s In 
t:he abduction field 

RE lFO abductions f'naly mouing where they 
belong, i.e. out of the har1cb of uf�ta? Thia 
q�tion ·is promted by �al recent books, 
and news of new directions in UFO research 
which i:1 �tarting to emerge from the USA. 

There has been a te. del ICy over the past 
CG.Iple of � to sae � lEO r=-· eh as 
monolthic and ETll-domNted, mspec:ialy in the 
atxb::tion field, wtti1 E..-opeans have seen cm bSlg 
led by Hopkins and his genetic-experir'Mnting aiena. Of 
c:ou-se, thia ia a great over-simplf"tcation: we only haYe 
to look at the writ:ng5 of Martre (ottmeyer and Dennis 
Sl:alga in this magazine and neuhel e to see that 
�......,poiatbare�� 

Perhaps less appreciated in Br-itMl is the 5pit 
that is .-...l.nping betweal lbt Hopkins and a ...nbar 
of M!RieM da s wt.. had 1nitWy cooperated with him in 

hypnotic regression of suspected atdJctees. In the 
last ....., . mari:ioned briefly the rift between 
Hopkins and psychamgist Rkna l.aibow, and in Whitley 
Strieber's a-.nt.J and particuiBrty his second book 
of personal expa iaaa:es, Tra&li» '. •• we hiss 
ilw:a lll'Jing �with ufokJgy- or to be 
more precise, Bud Hopkkis version of it. 

In a book recently pubishad in America, lhprt 
on a-.niwJ(Jl by Ed Conroy, Strieber's contacta 
with ufologiab are eh 01Mded in :wme detail. bport is 
intended aa an il tdepel tdeltl: assessment of the nature 
of Strieber's expea iance, parf:icuiarfy in the lght of hia · 

ife and background. 'tndepel deltt:• is perhaps too 
strong a word, aa the author ia a friend of Slrieber, 
51d appear-a broacly sympathetic to Striaba-'s own 
�of his eApel ieaiCes. However, the book 
prouidea an inbreating �an St:n.b.r's � 
account, and pnJYidea nw.JCh background opinion to help 
us conf'rm or adjust a.r own opiuions .. 

There are two eaay ways of looting at the 
events descrmed in a-ni:n One is to say they are 
pure iwention, created by a :5kiled f'ICtion writer; the 
otha- ia to 5ay they are a physical realty � 
happtei wi in real-time. Both theae poaaWtiaa deaerve 
�ation, although for obvious reasons the 

f� has been debated in a ratt.r circumspect 
rnsmar, especiely in countries where the ibellaws 
are such a Mlckey Mouse affair cm a.rs £21 However, 

for the pt.rpOSeS of any thorough inve5tigation of 
Striebar's wcpea itwacea, UIJel-e i:1 no l'ltflll:fldto heYe to 
choose between these� cm the r..rmer of 
mare likaiy expianat.ian& ia lagian. 

Moat of the later part of lleporl ia taken up by 
a comparision between the a-.DJeYenb and 
entities with tracitian f� ant:it:ies - pariicularfy 
Irish - and st � of the abduction eApdf iea��Ce 
in .blgian terms, and of course these are points 
� carry on from St:riaber's own speculations in 
Trauali» "b• At thia point, st interesting ttmg 
happen5. Strieber crosses the Atlantic, cm it were, and 
s.e.ns to h..ua far more in couwnon with the worlds of 
� Maheust an:f Mauge than he does with 
t.U="ON and Majestic. And it is here that the largest 
single gap n Conroy's assessrn.tt OCCl.FS. Apart from 
V._, who ia quoted extenaiYefy and approvingly, 
Conroy seems to be aknost tot:aly unaware that there 
ia an alt:ernat:Ne uf� ..-.,point: to the £TH. This 
is almoat certainly 8 product of the high profle that 
the £THers have now actWeved in the USA. Apart from 
U. conl:rouarsial influenca or otha Ms.a of Sailncll 
6lld the lF� the only other Europeflll UFO book 
extensiYely cited by Corroy seems to be rm Goods 
.4fJa.w Top s.a-.1:. Which ia a shame aa Conroy's 
Wlderstancing of the mythic content of the UFO and 
abduction expea iea ICe pub tWn far clo5er to the 
European researchers than to Good or mainstream 
USA thought. 

The impression� across strongly in 
�t..hat Si:rieb.r waa sarnethin9 of a 
uf� virgin untl hia expea itwiCbS started and he 
came across Rarxlea and Warrington's � dlld 
t��.IFa This may be so, but. Conroy has unearthed 
:some fasc:Wating meterial about the yow19 Whitley's 
extraterrestrial interests back home in San Antonio. 

Mrs Ann Jix forms an interesting footnote to 
the history of ufokJgy. Her htmband, CoL Guy tlx we:s 
connander of Godman fir Force Base, Kentucky, in 
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Conroy, Ed. 
llsporton 
CanmtniJn 
Wiliam Morrow & 
Co.� New York. 
1989. 

lt is worth 
mentiorWlg here 
thatConroy 
descrhes i1 some 
detai the confict 
between Strieber 
and Jemy Randes, 
�lad to 
Randes being 
forced to issue a 
retraction of 
certain CCJrments 
made on a local 
redo station i1 
Lancashire - does 
Strieber have an 
exceptionaly 
powerf� ramo set, 
or tid A. N. Other 
tal him about it 
fortherown 
mtrly motives? -
and her pub&sher 
issWlg a � 
statement about 
the lftllJthorised 
usaofaquota 
fn:m Comtntmion. 
As descriled by 
Conroy, Strieber's 
behavDr over 
this matter 
seems somewhat 
iTational, and it is 
clear that Ms 
Randes has been 
most shabiJiy 
treated. 
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W11947 at the time the •-fated Cept. Mantel took off 
to inYesligat.e a UFO, and became America's f"�t lEO­
relatcd f at.eit:y. As a reaUt of the legal wrareglil eg:> 
which folowed thi5 case, commander 1-ix and hi5 wife 
moved to San Anlonio, Texas, where their sons t-:.ne 
boyhood� of one WhiUey Strieber. At about 
this time- the era of the first Soviet sputnik- Strieber 
and his friends formed a rocket dub, which reached 
the front page of the locel paper when they launched a 
'frognk' - a home made rocket carrying a frog 

efter a clo:5e encou"lter with a rny5terious ight. An 
initial hypnotic regreaaion produces a narrative of 
abduction by four tal, 'aemi-tranaparent' bein!P who 
cornnuW;ated by 'roo5ic8l tones'. The pe1 cipie1 at, 
'Anders' was not happy with the direction of the 
�tigat.ion, and at tflm point Groth WaD introduced 
to the case. He abal idol at hypnotic regression and 
alow.t the witness to move the inYest:igat:ion into the 
directions he felt happiest with. 

The inve5tigations, under the� cipielats own 
direction. began to nw:JYe away -radicaly from the 

· 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;.;:::::::::::::::::::::::::: ............. . . . . ............ . . . .. . . ........................... . . .. . . . . . 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
: ::: : 

Here I must mention a 

piece of ilfonnation that has come 
from otr American COl respo dent 
Marm Kottmeyer' which he came 
across too late for inclusion in tis 
artide 'Entrely Unp ecisposed' in the 
last �- You wil recall that in this 
article Kottmeyer descriled some 
remarkable coc r-espo� del .ces between 

fim and SF treatment of the aien 
expet ieuce , and '.rea-He' abl:i.Jction 
reports. In particular an episode of the 
sixties SF series T wl!Jhi Lift!?, caled ' 'The Belel 011 Shield ' shOwn on American 
TV a few days before the HI Case , 
which feabres aiens with 'wrapartold' 

eyes as descriJed by the Jil's - a 
feab.re not previously remarked on in 
contact cases. Martin Kottmeyer 
draws wt attention to a piece of 
rialog.�e from the fim: 
CREA TlR£: I analyse your eyes . In al 
the triverses, in al the mities beyoOO 
aD the�' al who have eyes, 
have eyes that speak. And all speak the 
same language . 
JlDTH lawed, intrigued): How can you 

speak my language? 
CREA TIRE: I learn each wm-d just 
before you speak it. Your eyes teach 
me. 

Now� this with a 
remarkable section of the transcript of 

�ney f-ill's hypnotic regt essima: 
BARt£Y: Yes. they won't tal to me. 

Only the eyes are t.almg to me� H+l 
don ·t tnierstand that. ell _ the eyes 

I don't have abody. They're just eyes ... 

lt is clear that we have here a 

most signifiCallt clue to the origins of 

the modern American abduction 

:: : : : :; : : : : : : : : ; : : : : : : : : : :; : :; : ::: : : : : : : � : :: : : : : : : : �: : : : :; : =:: : : : : : : : 
. . . . . . . . . .. . . .... . . .. ... . . .... . . ..... . ... .. . . ......... . . . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · - · · · · · · · · · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

tt i5 interesting to � conventional linea we expect from a UFO-inveat.igetor 
what might have happel.:d if, l directed case, and W1 a fl!r more mysticely inclined 
after his amnesiac tour of &rope area, with both inYestigator, pet �at, and others 
Strieber had decided to :�ettle em engaged in dow8ing and the range of activitie8 we 
an American W1 Pmis. Perhaps thR of es 'earth-mysteries', and wc:rlJng with 5UCh 
nothing. Maybe, in a cifferent concepts as earth-energies, � resemblitag 
intelectuai cimate he wouk:l have kundaini, and the Gaia ea a:epL tt b hard to see how 
become a ctAtral Rsider, and the the inve5tigation might contnJe, and it� unlikely 
Visitor expes iet�CeS' would have that ii:. will ever come to what most ufoiogists would 
taken a cifferent fonn, had they 1 consider a 'c:onck.mion'. If nothing ebe one rnutSt aclmire 
occured at all If they did Mppen, the S1eer pMience of J:.uhlemarwl end Groth, who seem 
would they have dev-hped to have spent years and years folowing the whims of 
differently if hb f".-:.t contact.& their abductee. I gueaa many 'Wwcatigator-lad' 
with the world of ufology had reseerchers would have giYen it up 85 a bad job yel!r5 
been uia some of the French ago. lt is also apparent that the approach taken by 
ufologbb rather than 1-topkirm? both irwestigators and pe1 cipieaat �influenced by 
The ctAtral identity between the cUbral concepb of :wx:iety end land that ere 
abduction expes iet ace and North dist.inctiuely Sc.dnauian 
American aociet:y b �strong A major part of the book is an accowat of the 
(pila! Bulard) that my s.tspicion is seminal (no � intended, or we5 it just a F retdan 
that Strieber just would not have slip?) .. Case. Spe..ce� 's approach was � in his 
had theae cxpee ieaacea. talk to the BUFORA International Conference in 1986, 

and a recent series of articles W1 lFO lilies. He 
lt would also be interesting lo 
�t.e what might have been 
the � if Strieber's first 
contact with ufology had been via 
the Swecistl �& 
descri:Jed W1 John Spencer's 
AM ;yww tives []) - Berti 
�and Arne Groth. 

Spencer's book is a plea for 
abduction research - indeed UFO 
rese«'Ch in general - to be 
witne55-led rather than 
rase! cher � The corwent.ion 
approach to� by 
uf�ts, he claims, leads to a 
story eue ging which conforms 
to the uf�t's pr-econcept;ior 
and he. mllkes the point that an 
abduclee presented to a past­
live3 �might come up 
with a Yl!riation on a reincarnation 
story. This is a fascinating 
�tion with inks to some 
recent US �eh which l 5hal 
look at in a moment. He points as 
an example of wit.ne5&� 
investigation a Swedi5h abduction 
case from 1974.,invest:igated by 
�uh6eman and Groth. 

Here the Dtial eYent seems 
�tionaf enough: a man 
returning home in a lonely country 
area suffers a� time period 

conclu� broadly that the Hill case arose from 
Berney's dream cxperience5 after the sighting of a 

relatNety low-key lFO dtring the � of ther 
drive. Barneys 6JCfW ieo ace were shared, consciously 
and�' with Bett:y, U'lti they jointly 
emerged dlring the cou-se of the irwestigetion. 

lt is su-prising that Spencer, a long-lime 
BUFORA Committee Memtw , :5eCI11S ...-M�Ware of the 
natu-e of much of British ufo6ogy, and its lives get .ce 
from the American pattern as does Ed Conroy. I f'red it 
clff"ICUit to accept hb constatt � that 
Brit.i5h abduction researchers are smpl)' folowing in 
the footsteps of the Ana-icans. He &eems tO Wnply 
that moat Briliah �ell!ll de s are aimp1y 1-topkirm 
clones - tbs is happily fl!r from the � ln fact his 
constant harping of the ETH domination of British 
ufdogy is irritetJng and detr� from hb book. Of 
ccxrse, there are British reseerchers who are stll 
att:.act.d to the ETH, just as t..hs-e are American 
� who have jettmoned it; but the ow:ral 
pictu-e is very cifferent from Spelace� 's cericahre. 

But even in America, attitudes are changing, and 
Hopbls tWnseff seems to becoming an increa5ingly 
isolated figure with his naive scenario of aien 
intea b eeciug and genetic CAf'J"i i111eaals. As I mentioned 
W1 the Edt.orial of Mago11ia 35, the abduction 
exp::t ietace in America is now begil•-.g to attract: the 
attention of psyct.ologist� therapisb and other 

mental-health professionals. as weti as engaging the 
attention of parapsychologists who have l4l to now 
been working in other fields. 

A very W1teresting report by the Near Death 



Expel iet ICe �archer �enneth Ring has recently 
come cxr w� by mysterious means. In it he 
:surnrnari:5es a p:tycl•• jr al profiing cxerci:te �t 
abduct� M>£ �b, and, as controb, 
researdlers into these subjects. He f'...ts, as wil be 
no� to faithful Mtlgofwreader� a 
considerable degree of �y bet� the two 
grot4)S of expel ielats. He � daims that the resUts 
do not � eny � degree of 'fantasy 
pr01�.ess' �t the two expel ielat groups. I am 
rather doubtful about the significance of this f'lrdlg, 
a:s the question:i �to det.ertnne f�y 
PI 01�.ess not criy �extremely &Jbjective- "Did 
you � a "-t as a child?' - but in many cases 
:KJggOSt the anawer the� would lk.e to hear. 

They � to be mating the respondent choose 
bet\IIN!efl "Are you a dui, uninteresting fttle bore", and 
"Al-e you a � fazscinating ht.man being who he5 
lots of excitk1g �happen to himr. 

Just aa interesting as the 

eJqlel ietace, and a history of chikllood sexual abuse 
towards the abductee (a finding which is reinfon:ed 
by the Ring &rvey mentioned above). But there i:s 
another � to such invotYement ......tlich will also need 
to be addressed. 

In an article in the Jarn.mry 1990 � of 
M.Fatll.FO � (5] Rima laibow look� at the. 
compeme�atary roles of the amateur ufologists and 
the prof� therapist. Much of the article i:s a 
� analy5is of how these two � can work 
together- the therapist looking after the interests 
of the irdviduai cuncerncd, the ufologmt:J putting the 
irdYidual expet ielace into a wider per�tive. 
T awards the end however, her paper turns into a plea 
fur the therapist t.o be able to charge a fee fur 
herltjs work with the abductee. The ufologisb, she 
argues. are alowed to profit from the books and 
article:s they write on abeD:� Cwel, :MJme do, moat 
don't, not even those who get their books tran5&ated 

r� of the expel 6en� are the . · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · . · . · .  · .  · .  · .  · . · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  
·

. · .  · .  · .  · .  · .  

into Japanese), so it is only 
fair, isl't it, that the 

respclllSeS of the investigators. As 
Ring descriJes them they are hardly 
a 'control group' - a real control 
would &rely be a random group of 
people with ittJe or no interest in the 
�jecb.lndeed, they :ihow 
responses often remarkably simiar 
t.o the experients.. ft would cippear 
that becuuw og i11ta eola/"., M:)£:, or 
lE Os is almost as ife-changing an 
eJCtWi iaw:e as having an MlE or tEO 
e:xpe1 iel ace. lt i5 aiao of note that 
lFO�'�are 
cun5istently more t.o the 'strange' 
:side of the equation that M)E 
�tlga�'- sometWn3 in fact 
more 'strange' than M)[ experients. 
� reflecting the fact that M)E 
studies are a more 'acceptable' topic 
for academic ..-se d• than tEO 

In Tie£�, .. .., 
Mrirfirns (4) (whch, you will be 
� to hear, i5 soon to be 
published in a Japanese edtJon) I put 
forward the suggestion that the 

::::w:e:::ar.e:::t:ert>with: < professional therapist should 

:�:�:�:�:�:�:.:���:�:�����:�:�:�:�:�:�: :" c:::;::: penny 

: - : - : - : - : · : - : - : - : - : - : � e· · d. a· :1-·n· · - : - : - : · : - : - : - : - : - : -: 'prof"rteenng' from the lEa 
· . · . · .  · .  · .  · .  

·
. 

·
. · .  · .  · "'"'- . · F .I. . · . 

·
. · . · . 

·
. 

·
. 

·
. · . . . . cornn..wty. One American 

:::: :::e.O.neius1on: : : 1ila1: ::::: �t ha:J 

<>���<:��fof-�y�:��it:::�: =� � � 
::::::::: ab.duetees.::: are:::::::: in the USA that the growing 

::::::::::fiolnfl :::to:::llav:e::::::::: hostfiy between abduction 

:::::::::::::::tilelr<:most::::::::::::::: ��as that 

:::::::::::::::::traumatic::::::::::::::: : between Hoptm and labJw) 
ia bee• IS" the latter see the : � :���p��������:�:���:�: funrmr 88 �-aog off' 

: :::::::::::::their::: :tives�: :::: ::: : : :: : potentialy lucrative� 

:�:�:�:�:�:��p����:�����<:> prof� :a�u: fair 

::::::::expfained: ::b:y::: :a_: :: :::: arggnent.. We are deaing with 

::::::&ro.uP.:::or>�rly>:: �i5 =::-there� 
:: : : : trained�<aJiiateti� < lmit to the afllOlmt of� 

�����������<�����������><<��� � =�=:=�we . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . have the f�tal 

abduction wcpea ielace i5 e 3'J"¥ "-rather than a 
cause of personalty change. lt now seems that 
bec;oariug intarest.ed in tEOs may·be a symptom of a 

:simiar- proce:s:li 

question: who pays? The 
� uw.�? 1n «JY other ca:se where 
people are tmdel going private treatment by a medical 
speciaist., this is the ca&a, but how many abductaes 
cnuld afford it? Atre tho:5e who can't tu be 6eft, a:s 
now, to the tender mercie5 of the untrained 
ufulogist? 0... should the ufologists pay?. r-.. if 
there':t charx:e of a prorotable book in it, but I can't 
see too many ufologists forking out the fees that 
i!flY quaif"md psychiatrist or psychotherapist would 
be aXing - aapecialy in Anmric::a where they ere paid 
almost as much plumbers. I �IJIPOSe in Britain there's 
the posstiity of abducl.ian thlrapy on the National 
Health - oh, wel then, Mr Oarke, there i:wa't. 

Ring's interest in ufology, via abductions, ia 
3ignif"�Cant, and i5 an example of the 
'professionalsation' of lFO, particuiarfy abduction 
research. This trend haa got. furthest in Ama-ica, 
where �ydiUiogis� p:t�t and therapmb 
are moW1g into the abduction f'Jekl. One of the leamng 

I f'oga.res in i:.hia move is the af� � 
laibow, a p:tychotherapist who i5 one of the prime 
fiiiWef"S of the semi-mysterious TREAT - Treatment 
and Research of Expel ies-.:ed Anomalous Trauma. 
. In the laat Al1hyl:n& edtorial l welcomed the 
appearance cwnongst abduction resear� of 
professional psychok»gists, therapists, etc., 
perticu1arfy as� rcaearch i5 cc:wri:inuing tu � 
� � of connection between the abduction 

So we are left with the alnmst certain 
conclusion that the majority of abducte8s are going 
tu have their rnrl:Jt traumatic � iel .ce:s, and ther 
Ives, expb ed and explained by a group of poorly 
trained, amateur hobbyists. 

SoeaWJie1:J being teken fur a ride, but I can't for 
the ife of me work Out who. ' 

5 
• Spencer, John. 

��-Rkyvner, John. 
Evidel..:e for 

� 
Aquarian Press, 
1904. Available 
from Magwaitfor 
£2..00, R:bing 
post and packing. 

.U:ONUfO 

.b.rnal JOJ 
Oldtowne Rd., 
5egl*l, TX 78155-
4099, USA. 
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underib�t 
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OIE READERS ...y have ..de the 
� Uud the f-=e of particular 
�at certain u..ea, .....,.-a aa 
..uch lke a burning coal as any u.mg 
can well be cancai Oiled.. lt was prababiy a 
face of thia kind u..t a"ggeat.ed 
Sh&eapeare-s description of 
a-dolph's noae.. 

We� in the tr.......:liana m 
Copenhagen, that In 1692, a ......, of 
the lower class, who for three ,._-s 

hed uaed apiril.-.a liq.--s to auch eaceaa that 
she wauk1 take no other� having sat 
down one ev•llil19 on a straw chair to aleep, was 
c:on:M-t in the night u.e, 50 that neat. -.... 
no · fNrl of her was found but the sa., end the 
extre.e joints of the rmgers; al the real of her 
body, aay:s I& M •eua, waa redow;ed la eahea. 

The folowing extract of the memor of BianctWni, � 
taken from the Annual Register for 1763.. The Countess 
Cornelo Bancl, of the town of Ceaaena, aged � enjoyed 
a good state of � One evening, having expet icuced 
a sort of tlrowUless, she retred to bed, and her maid 
remained with ._. Ul ahe fel aaiDep. Nmd .... ••19 when 
the girl entered to awaken her mbtre55, she fatm 
nothing but. her remains, in a most horrid concit.ion.. 

At: t.he di:st.ar.:::e of fou- feet from the bed w�m a 
�of� in which could be cis� tegs and 
arms t.r�tnuched Between the ktgs lay the head, the 
brain of which, t.oget.hcr with half the po:Jterior part of 
the cranum, and the whote ctWl, had been consumed; 
three f'ongers were fOLrld in the state of a� the rest 
of t.he body was reduced to �and contained no o1; 
the U6lw of two cardes was melted on a � but the 
wicks stil remained, and the feet. of the candlesticks 
were COYered with a certain �tun:. The bed w�m not 
damaged, the bed clothes and coverid were rai5ed up 
and thrown on one side, as is the case when a person 
geb up. The fumihre and tape&try were COYered with 
a moist. kind of :soot, of the a*xr of ashes, which had 
penetrated into the drawers and dirtied the inen. This 
&OOt haYing been corweyed U:, a neighbouring kitchen. 
adhered to the wals and the utensls. A piece of � in 

_______ _1 the cupboard was covered with it.. and no dog would 

SPDNT�NEDUS 
COI18USTION: 

a nineteenth 
century uie11 

touch it. The infectious odotr had been cornmurWcated 
to other apartments. The Annual Register st.atas, that 
the� Ceaaena we& accustomed to bathe her 
body in camphorated spirit of wine. 

An instance of the like kind � preserved in the 
same work, in a letter of Mr. Wimer, sa.rgean:- -Mary 
� aged fifty, was much addicted to intomcation. Her 
prope�asity to thi5 vice had increased after the death 
of her husband, which happel..t a year and a half 
before; for about e year, � a day heel pas:ser:t in 
the course of which she cid not drink at least half a pint 
of rum or a.•litseed water. Her health gradualy declialled, 
and ebout the begio•liiog of Februer-y, she w� attecked 
by the ja.dce, and conf"llled to her bed. Though she 
was irrapah'e of much action, and not in a concit.ion to 
wart., she stll continued her old habit of � every 
day, and smoUlg a pipe of tobacco. The bed in which she 
&ay, stood parallel to the chimney of the apartn.nt; the 
cbt.lce from lt was ebout. Uree feet. On Seturdey. the 
J�t of March, she fcl on the floor, and her extreme . 
weakness having preYIIIlted her from getting up, she 
remained in thet state tll � one entered end put her 

to bed. The f'*»wing rWght she wb5hed to be left alone; a 
woman quit.ted her at half past eleven, and, accoo do 119 
to custom, shut the door and locked it. She had put on 
the f"re two� � of coal, and placed a ight in a 
cardestick on a chair, at the head of the t-i At half 
after f'tve in the morning. a smoite wes aeen is:suing 
through the window, and the door being speedil w;jy 
broke open, some flames which were in the room were 
soon � 

Between the bed and the chimney, were fOUld 
the remains of the t.r�fortunat.e a..-s; one iag and a 
thigh were stll entire, but there r-ernakled nothing of 
the skin, the musdes, and the viscera. The bones of the 
crcDum, the breast, the spine. and the upper 
�were entirely caEinad, and covered with o 
whitish ef� The people were much� 
that. the furnitlre had �tained 50 itUe injtry. The 
:tide of the bed which w�m next to the chimney, had 
:wffered the most; the wood of it w� slightly btrnt., 
but the feather bed, the clothes and cowring. were 
safe. I entered the apartment about. 



two,.,.., after lt hed ban aps..t, ..t � u.t 
thew* and every U*lg kllt were� that lt 
was 1'-.t with � uw-y dls.agreeabla v...-; but. thK 
notNng except the body embit.ed eny strong traces of 
tre.• 

This mtance has great simiarity to that related 
by Vecq �Azyr, in the � 'f 4we � Wlder 
the head .,at.homgic Anatomy of Man. • A woman about 
!,() year5 of age, who WG.iged \.o �in spiri\.uou5 
liquor-a, end got dnd every day before ahe went to bed, 
was fOdld entrely blrnt and reduced to ashes. Some of 
U. ossecw• parts only w.re left, but U. furnib.re of 
the apartment had suffered very lt.Ue demage. Vicq 
€!Azyr, mtead of elM ele ...tng tN5 phelo•.m.o I, add5, 
that there have t-1 many other instances of the ib 
md. 

the he4rih In har kitchen. A fMrl of the head anly, with a 
portion M the lower eatnmtiBS and a few of the 
v.rbbr--. ..._. escaped cambuslirn. A fool..t � tYif of 
the flooring. Wldar the body, had been consumed, but a 
�trotql and a powdemg hm, wDch were very 
,__. the body, susun.d no injw-y. M. O..it.een, a 
surgeon, e:xarnklad the rernaRs of the body with every 
jtddal formalty. Jean taet, the husband. being 
inbrrogated by \:he judges who inat.ituted the inquiry 
Into the affair, decllred, that about. eight in u. evening 
on the 19th of f ebruery, he had retnd to rest with his 
\\life, who not bamg ..._ t.o sA..p, had gana inl.o the 
kitchen, where he� she was warnW1g herself; 
that, hiwing falen asleep, he was awakened about two 
o'dod with an infect.ious odour, and that hMlg run to 
the kitchen, he found the rernab5 of m 'AI'ife in the 
state de5criJed W1 the report of the ptrys;ciarm and 
sargeons. The judges � no SJr;piriml of the real 
cause of thi5 evant, �the affair with the 
utmost diligence. tt was very Wlfortulate for Mlet. that 
he had a handsome sa-vant maid, for neit.har his probity 

The tran5aetions of the Royal Society of London 
present also an instance of ......._, corilust..ion no less 
extraoninary.lt we:s mentioned at the the it happeaed 
in al the jot.rnal5; it was then at�ted by a great 
n.Jmber of eye-witnesses, and became the subject: of a 
great many learned c:hct "Nons. Ttw-ee accou1b of this 
event, by cifferent � al nearly coD:ide. The fact �;(ttttft�rtt}���������������������������������ft?rr�:�:rtr�:��rrr�=�:rttt��tlttt:=t?�tt 
is related as folows: -Grace Pitt, the �e of a 
f"aslw•o.gee of the parish of Si. Clement, lps� aged . 
about 60, had contracted a habit, which 5he continued 
for seYeral years, of coming down every night from her 
bed-room, half� to smoke a pipe. On the night of 
the 9th of Aprl, 17 44, 5he got up from bed as t.J5UaL Her 
daughbr, who slept with hw, t:ld not: pa-cei,. she was 
absent Ul next morning when � awoke, soon after 
which 5he put on her clothe-5, and going down into the 
kitchen, found her mother stretched out on the right 
side, with her head nes- the grate; the body extended on 
the hearth, with the legs on the floor, (wtich was of deal, 

It was very unfortunate for 

Yillet that he had a handsome 

servant-maid for neither his 

probity nor innocence was 

able to save hi m from the 

SUSpicion of haviD8 &Ot rid of 
his wife 

> haYinQ the appearance of a Ios of wood. consumed by a ��{{/f{:ff\If}f�{�ff��ftt�t:f��I�:f\t��}fi�{�}f�t�:ri�::t=t::�tffft:� f"re, without. apparent flame. On OOf "'*'-119 this � 
the� ran in great �te and pot.red over her mother's nor ilw•oceuce was able to save him from the Nt5pirion 
body some water, contained in two large vessels, in of having got rid of .his wife by a concerted plot, and of 
order to � the f"re; whle the foetid odour and haYWlg arranged the rest of the cir-cwns� in such 
51n0ke wNch exhaled from the body, alomost suffocated a manner as to � the appearance of an accident. He 
some of the neighbolr5 who had hastened to the fjtrf's eJCP!i ieoiiCed, therefore, the 'Nhole severity of the law; 
aasist.ance. The trunk was, in some measu-e, R:inerated, and though, by an appeal to a superior and very 
and resembled a heap of coals covered \\lith wiWte � enlightened eotrt, which di5covered the cau5e of the 
The head, the arms, the legs, and the thighs, had also combu5tion, he came off victorious, he 5Uffered 50 
participated ., the bw-ning. "Ttwb woman, it i:s :Mild, had much from une�ines:s of mind, that he we:s obliged to 
�a large quantity of � lqtxr in pas5 the remanter of m melancholy days in an� 
consequence of being overjoyed to hear that one of her The mult.iplicity and umormit.y of these facts, 
daught.er:s had returned from Glratlar. There wes no - which occurred in llfferent. places, and were attested 
f"re in the grate, and the candle had tx.rnt ent.rely out in by :M) many enlightened men, ccwry with them conviction; 
the cardestick, which was clo5e to her. Besides, there they hMie such a relation to each other, we are inclined 
were found near the consumed body, the clothes of a to ascriJe them to the :w.ne cau:se. 1st. The � 
d*i and a paper 5kreen. wNch had 5U5takled no injury 'Nho experienced the effects of tHs combustion, had 
by the f"re. The dress of thia woman consi5ted of a for a long time made in__. ate U58 of spirituous 
cotton gown. �uor.s. 2nd. The combu:st.ian toolt place only .... women. 

3rd. These women were far advanced in lfe. 4th Their 
Le Cat., in a manoir on spontaneous b&rning, ...nt.ions bc:xies did not tab fire spontaneou&ly, but were burnt 
several other instances of conmustion of the tunan by accident. Sth. The extremities, such as the feet and 
body.� • 5aYS he,·� several months at � hands, were spared by the f"re..6th Water sometnes, 
in the years 1724, and 172S, I lodged at the house of Sieur mtead of extinguishing the flames which p oceeded 
Mlet, whose 'Ao'ife got moDcat.ed every day. The from the JMFb on f".-e, gaw: them mare activity. 7th. 
domestic economy of the famly was managed by a The f"re cld very lttle damage; and often spared the 
pretty yotqa gir\ which I naa&t not omit to remark, in ccnbuatllle objects, which were in contact with the 
ardar that allhe cln:um:st..:.:a which ta:ICCNiifkW-..:1 the ......... body at lhe ---=nl when lt .... �8th. 
fact 1 .. about to relate, -.y be better� The coraD.Jstion of the� left a resilbiiD of fat 
This� waa faund c:ansun.d on U. 20th M 

· f..tid-'-, 'With an unclua&-., st:inUJg, ..t very 
F� 1725, at the clat..:e of a foal .-.I a half fram penetr..ting aaot. 
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DELUSIONS 
Manfred Cassirer 

1 . . . . . . . . . . . .  UUSION' says the C.O� is a proces5 that 
entails eiements of imposing or being imposed 

· arT; o lfobe � or an .Wlfounded 
'opinion'. There is a cmtn:t feelng of rnalllise 

� � � � � � � � � � �; about the coucept. So what about 11usions', 
with which they ere often confoulded? Theae ere 
suppo:sed to have an undertying � stinUu:s, 
though the cictionary suggests that ha-a also 
'deception' of �kind, if not the very sane dM!mr..e 
process, mey be at wart. At the very least� 
trigger off a false belief regarding the nature of the 
abject pea ccl;,.oed. 

Ecstatics and �tics. \llho are prone to such 
alleged deviations from sanity have not always been 
good news for the o..rcn. the rmre � 
antics of saints who insisted on cl:sruptNe actMties 
8te � about dlrilg DiWle � were frownai 
upon rotha- t"-' anccaroged by their� the 
whole bu:5iness was more embarrassing than edfying. 
A cn£ial aspect of the scenario waa one of � 
:sinca thare wcm o �trang ��in the and& of 
theologians of maboic invoiYement. Wel might the 
enightened Renaissance Jesuit: van Sf- wonder how 
the poor judge waa expected to "diatlnguizsh between 
the Yi:sion and realty". At a psychological � 
scholars were aware that one could eaaiy be tricked 
by hyaterica and � Joseph of CopertbJ 
(whom we have previously cha m-ed in MIJgDi* 28, 
January 1988) was aa above s.onspicion as was, 
�' � wifa. As an occa acltod corddate 
for canonisation he could be examed for floaUlg 
about the choir Ceven if loobd on aat.lce by the 
vergers>, wt..-eaa Megdalane Crucia of CordoYa rWng 
above her station - in an al too literal sense - narrowly 

--caped the stake.IJ] 
Mantal bolance is not inconsiatence with 

occa&ionM miaperceptJons among othel wise healthy 
people; in extreme cases they may b.rn out to be ae 
weird and unreobUc oa � ongeia or cab of the 
same cobr, and phantasmal �ts can be biggel ed 
off by obsa.re prnc--•ee They are usually the 
� lr'vate property', but� <e.g. at Fatima> 

are shared. the exclusiYeness of lFO abductions is 
famU.- ground. Jktoricaly 'A'itchea felt threatened 
by -·-lie � to which tnrd portie:s <a.e 
their judges) were insen:stie. Remy dd not con:sider 
this a good reasc:.l for cisbeief since they would still 
c:ompiein of dei a-lie offlction when on the point of 
being bumU21 But Remy denied that they cauld raise 
the dead, who only 4¥fW' alto be aiYe.OJ 

In poat-mediev� EngiDnd and America 'spectr� 
evidence' was the jtdcial ��� in trials for 
sorcery. lt waa twofokt: either tMdence that the 
"Ct"1s:scd had actualy bes1 � ot. tha �or 
'witches Sabbath'; or evidence of SOIIIeOI1e having 
appeared in spectral form to do harm, usualy in the 
guiae of on onimal-shoped imp. If in t........ lbneaa it. 
recab the 'phantasms of the lYing' of psyd*:ai 
research, but with the addtional elem.lt of malice 
aforethought - on .-......t of � crime rare 
in modern accounts.. Entranced and posse-vd, the 
victim might show surprising .,..ononna� powers. 
U.m • obc:a ated � huweYer � were 
taken seriousiy with dire consequences. But 
conscient.ioua judges were uneasy about 
contraclctory testimony that the s. rr l!le=5 culprit 
had been seen at the striiJJciulllwhle asleep at home! lt 
waa conficting eWtence of this kftt that gcwe rise to 
mizlgiYinga on the part of the jUIIciary. 

To fuel the confusion it was feared that the 
untring Agent of al thot clsmays and mialeeda honest 
,._, ond wan.wl could with hla lmitle:s:s c:una*1g 
fabricate a'�' �by the 
t:empcr.-y creation of a carwincing lay-flgare defying 
detection. At the moat primitJYe leYel of deceptJon 
that notorious servant of the lower Region, the 
canny lsobet Gowde, put a broom into her conjugal bed 
to t:abt her place 'Nhlat ahe wea absent -� el 
Such infantle tricb �the...., but evoked 
derision in more sophisticated quartan.� the 

.....,.., "Tara:M�IIggiti5Uii wea � that her 
outwtrd form was assumed not any by her guarden 
angel but on seu�ral rrc-sinna by the devil "£41 
llw:a sae Mother would haYe it that "'The deYi mob::s 



witches to dream strange dreams of � and 
others". � i� not a far cry from lewis Caror� Red 
Queen, nor indeed (shorn of its rnythoklgical trappings) 
from Schl ettek-Notzing'� 'exteriorised�· by whch 
� physical mediums brought into temporary existence 

phantom r.gures more or less tangible. 
On the debit side it was argued that the whote 

son-y �s be c:ismissed with costs as a delusion 
and confabulation. Thua the good and humane Bishop 
� comp&ained of folt being tricked by an 
..... temat image' devoid of objective existence: a theory 
to plea5e Tyrel, the great champion of the non­
physically of apparitions, had he ever delved into the 
mtrky waters of 'N'itchcraft. 

One 5alient point at issues was aa usual a 

theobgicat one: whether the Almighty would permit' the 
guittJe5s to be 'framed'; and much of the incident 
dt5cussion is pertk'lent to t.he quest for the physical 
compora at of phantom flgLres, 'Ao'hether manifesting as 
spontaneous pher one� .a - in 'A'hich case the data do not 
fw it- or of the embocled entities of yesterday's 
sea�tee-t oom for material&ation, where the eYidence 
points in that drection.(S) An Elzabethan narrative 
ilu5tratea some of the PI oblema of otr main theme. 

Since there had been a series of crimes in a 
certain house defying explanation, a night-vigi was kept. 
In the early � of the tno1 ..W tg a 'reYered matron', 
the inost noble lady of the town' was preYented in the 
nick of time from nu-dering a cracled infant. There was 
no question of mistaken identity. In Yiew of her statu& 
this could clearty be none other than a case of 
impersonation: a meboic trick to impicate an intoeent 
partylli) 

Anglo-Saxon victims of 'A'itchcraft seem anyway 
to have quite a flair for identifyW1g � 
�a dlrllg hysterical seizt.rea, and in nanW1g their 
phyaical cowrterparts eYef'i when blndfolded. they knew 
'al about' their SI !pp')N'd tormentors, but 1-tutdWmon 
questioned the �of sw:h evidence, whk:h he 
c:lsmiaaed aa the lfantaatic notiona' and 'sickly 
visitations' of 'crack-brained' girls who left the 'IYes of 
•• IOCdl.t ,._,naked without defence.' 

Notwithstardng the steady declne of belef in 
demo! MJiogy in the course of the eighteenth centt.ry,m 
there were eYef'i half-way old-faehioned scientiats ae 
Jean Pontaa ......tlo "could not 'A'holy cast aside the 
authority of the past. "{8] 

In as far aa halucinationa and deiu5ions were 
acknowledged. they were conaidered to be 
supernahraly induced rather than aa natural states of 
temporary psychok9cal aberration. 

The Restoration scholar and writer Joseph 
QarMI stll clung to a false (jchotomy of 'ghosts' as 
either the shades of the dead <Le.� or the 
deceits of a 'llxlcrous demon', and some of the 
statemenb to the courts cannot fail to raise a wry 
smile at the mcpense of the simple informant, no doubt 
acting in good faith. One sw:h aaw a lock of wool 
t:hrcxql a cottage 'A'indow and identified it aa 'white and 
black impa'- no laughing matter aa far aa the inhabitant 
of that cottage was conc:e� necU91 SUI, there is � 
the ctriou5 episode relating to that archetypal witch 
Bridget Bishop, a malicious and terrifying crone who 
practised the Blact Arta. Richard Coman testified that 
she, together with another, had inYaded his bed­
chamber. Coman was in bed with his wife and, since a 
lght waa bt.rning, preswnebly stll awete. Theae two 

uninvited and uninviting spectres made themsetYes 

. available for a repeat performance the next night when, 
as in the case of an ordinary haunting the poor man 
was ahost � out of bed A relative of his then 
joined the fun to observe at first hand. Not, it is true. 
without some � suggestion the newcomer was 
strangely affected and suffered a spel of aphasia. the 
fact that the exper ielace was shared (there was sta 
another witne56) rSlforces the valkity of the 
observations, such visitations being then inYariably 
attriluted to sinister caases 001 

The phet KJmel WJI aapect.s of this account are 
worth considering. Except in haunted houses or places. 
apparitions are usualy 5een once only, and to be 
fewotred with the sight of more than one phantom at 
any time is rare outside the UFQ...r8ated erlC(Ulter. 
The SPR CeR5u5 of Halb:inations of 1894 condudes 
that where there are two or more persons present, 
about one third share the mcper iee tee - with the 
surprising prOYiso that the Yision ia most probably an 
illuaion inspred by a 'real objecUllJ The immediate 
s� may be, it was thought, either mental 
suggestion or Yerbal suggestion. The inYestigators 
faYOtred ,_,..suggestion on the gnx..:ls that there 
is 6lllp6l :S:uentaleYidence for telepathicaly produced 
hab:inations. 

•A malicirus cm tesTifying lni1e wtJJ 
trrlised the Bled Arts ...• 

In a recent study by Green and Mcereery, apparitJons 
show occasional divel'gelltee with regard to the 'object' 
in Yiew. Thia alao, aa ..,.,., shall preaentty 5eey happeiMKI in 
the case of Joseph Bailey and his 'Nife, whose psychic 
expea iel aces, charact:eristicaly contarnnri:ed with 
demouic features, are nonetheless in&tn.::tiYe. On their 
way to Boston, Maas., the couple approached the 
residence of one John Procter, then in prison on a 
charge of witchcraft, ......_. Bailey catches Sght of the 
said Procter Cor hia doublen looking out of the 'A'indow 
and Mrs Procter stanclng in the doorway. However, al 
Mrs Bailey sees ia "a ittle maid at the door". SUI ., 
ra..t.the 005band comes acros& an t.Ddentif'led female, 
again inYiatie to .. spouse. 

Han5en �insists on the qualty of the 
evidence, apparently gMin in al good faith, with due 
attention to detail and without gloaaing OYer 
clscrepancies. Were it not for the halucinated(?) 
flg&.re of the girt seen by � Baley her huabencrs 

• DTTREDG£. 
b.L 
fllitdx:ra,.t in 
Old and .. 
England, 
Harvardl� 
p..223. Thia 
could be-­
account.ed ,,.. 
in ten.a of 
dual 
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rec:cwds an 
even� 
ridic:e .. IS 
iaw::ideul (a 
:ikeletan that 
danced• 
t-.oJin 
scatD&­
NOTZN;. A. v. 
Phei .. g, 
.. �lion, 
�egan Paul, 
1920. llaurice 
� the  
well-blown 
founder and 
&fe-lang editor 
of PsJidW: 
� ....... at.ea 
... he ..... 
danced with a 
.... lerie&sed 

. figlre which he 
knew nal ta be 
the...,.._ 

�In thD per........a could be ..ttriJuted to. 
morbid CGnlltJan, of ""*"there is some lrdcatJan n 
the .....,-.UU.. Of course his failure to ..- the girl Gf 
phyaicaly preaentJ might. be cb! to ... elt..-ed 
perception. The spectral woman who� tB 
later turns into • cow; a lransmogrirteation that 
agree& with aeYeflteenth cenbry - but much leas with 
present day - belef �[yen so, sirnlar tNngs 
are aleged to happen closer to our own Unes..ln � 
SPR eccount ,.._ .Jafwl Barrett i:s amazed by o sloeep lb 
creature evaporamg before his very eye:� in bright 
Sdllght. FlseoNhet e one hears of a calf with glowing 
� that :simply fades l!IWIIIY a.e an ��.end of o 
c:arWle looUlg beast turr*lg into a blact donltey112l n 
1853 a most unorthodox white rabbit was seen in the 
West Country. GiYen an u-Uld kick it prudently 
dematerialsed at the dotmle, but "the old woman who 
was suspected was laid up in bed for Uree days 
afterwon:b ...,.._ to wcA about. "'(13) 

The African expb er Harry B. Wright Wa5 fairly 
S&.re that he had witnesses lycanthropy114l Earler 
Mrondolo hod defied fXIIder opinion by tht E +Wlg in 
somet.twlg 50 patently absu-d, jU5t a5 Remy Wa5 to 
cisown expressions of mythomania like metamorphosis 
of man into wolf <Wright's hod involved leopards). But 
whereas Mrandola envisaged "deceib of the devl", 
Remy expicitJy cteno...::ed heiish •sensory delusion and 
glamour" iol* to � human pcrt:q:Jtian" to the 
�t at which men were :sure that they had act.ui!ly 
seen and heard what was p.rely imaginary. 

In the notorious� �the 
author5 ctern.1ce the �y that "the imagination of 
some men is 50 vivid t.hilt they act:ualy see f"lgUN!S and 
appearances which se but the reflection of their 
t.houghb, and then they are believed to be � 
of e\11 spirits or even sped:res of witches." Expel iel .:::e 
� thet vi:sian:s of thi:s kind on: � 
generated and scholars •e Sir Thomas� 0605-
82) reaized that those most eager to see than are by 
and large the leost lkely to do 50 OSl just os the 

mlagWdad ahpWan who trt.s to attract Sota1's 
attention is almost botnl to be un=Mrces5f� On the 
oth.- Mnd. the r...t "-' .. Ui .. I n=nt. habit of 
forcing hheelf on the good end aokttJy by inlb:ing 
horrid shape5 ..t �on thek- Wginal f"eeld of 
visionl161Squre Mompesaon can be quoted as an 
example. A man of upright character he became the 
Innocent W:tn of an exasperafi'9y teclous geist who 
played 't...llucty lricb' on twn and his family117l Doors 
opened of their own accord "with o noi:se cm If half o 
dozen had come in and pressed who shoUd come in 
f"rst, and walk about. the '---" This insubstantial 
cavalcade, knpercept.tie to sight, one might be irdled 
to cislms as an adtory aberration foi:5ted by a 
persistent syndrome of paranormal impressions, were 
it not that at another the the same � was 
afficted by a r-egtMr invasion of half-5eerl phant.om5 
consisting of fta great Body with two glaring Eyes, 
which for :10111e time were fba::d (upon o :servontl, and 
at �t cisappeared", evidently to everyone's 
considerable refef. 

If thD i:s considered too weird, then what ore 
we to make of Cotton Mather's spectral jig one 
o..ist.mas Day? A patient of his, Mercy Short, is said 
to hove been taen WW�Were:s by o cornpony or troop 
of sprits who ft:said that they were going to have a · 
dance,and immedat.ely t.t.ase who were attending her 
rno3l plainly heGrd and felt a dtw1ce o:s of bore-foot 
� upon the floor, whereof they an: ready to 
mM..e oath before � lawful aut.hority."'8l 

tt i:s clear from Mother's odcltionol note that he 
is not just b6lg a tal story. n fact there is a dose 
parallel frnm modern times. 19 Together with simiar 
strange but wel-oU.eated material it suggests a 
cinW1i:5hing lne of demarcation between dekJ5ion5 and 
halt.:::inatian on the one han:t and a more objectNe 
and t.anglbiB �t.ery on the oth:r. Thi:s bu; deo •oe 
element, hlrd to embrace even \tllitNn the seni­
nW-aculous realm of the paranormal. is one wt.ich, in my 
opir*Jn it would be orbitr.-y to reject out of hand. 

The dele pnMdcd by UFO n:par-b 
and kwestigations of them cont.Ml rooch 
that. would be usefa.j to science, but 

potentW � obYiou:5ly regard 
them a5 being tanted by the notoriety 
attached to uf�. The extraction of 
�ul informot.irxl from the data ia t.h.m 
very au:h in the hands of amaf.etr5, or 
quaif".d scient.isb worting iladepeioda•t.ly, 
:KJCh ea Dr T erer.:e MDadl:n, who i:s 
de..Jdot*ag his vortex theory to acautt 
for the crop cirdes. 

of 5UIIIning up 50 years of the lEO 
controYersy and trying to place it in an 
hbtoricol per:spectNe. There ore many 
questions to be asked. We know how 
ufology, in more or less its present form, 
began, but what hem �toined it for :such 
a long tme? Why do people want to beieve 
that we are being watdled by 
ext.rot.erre:striol inteligeooces? Is it a 
smstitute for corwentional relgion, a5 
spFit.ualsm was to some extent during the 
late nb:teenth ..t esiy twentJeth 
�?To what. extent is ufology 
rnamained by sensational papaMr 
jCJUI'"nOiem? 

po55Mty that the extraterrestrial 
hypothesis (ETH) may be true.. it is also 
demon:strotad by the re:sent.mcnt :shown 
to anyone who lftiertakes a critical 
evaluation of the_ eMdence presented The 
main th-eot to the ETH, though. CDft1e5 
from those� who have act.ualy 
sbded the subject, people who do not 
waste their time demobiWlg stories which 
few ufCJk)gisb tuwe eYer beleved lllfYW4Y· 

lt �to me that ufology in more 
or llc:s:t lb � form wlllcmt est �t 
waU the end of the cenbry, as most 
...,_ a•l.s of the Em are not suscaptille 
to rea:wn, hiiW1g emotional needs which 
can be to some extent satisfied by 
enthusing ewer lFO reports.. They wil, 
howeYer, f"n:l Uaaase�Yes increeaingly · 

isolated from the maklstream of the 
irwestigation of u:-o reports and other 

Thi:l ac�y, by indepeudeul 
worten, using information gathered by 
ufoklgisb to furtha- their own Sf• "+t 
studies, ia likely to il w:a aae durW1g the 
ninetie5. I ttH it wtl al5o be accomparB1 
by ....other det,; I • llierll. ft 1991 the 50th 
caww� gf � � aighting 
�be celebrated -ms eYent ,.lnspre 
some enthusiasts to embarlt an the wart 

The SU'Vival of ufcmgy a5 a 
popdarly recoguised f".ad of investigation 
end apeculetion has lllwoya depeo d&d on • 
widespread belef that the lEOs are 
marifeslations of extraterrestrial 
� n-t ....-.y peapiD f ... u. 
need to beleve tHs Is attested by the 
.. ..,....... of boab � ...-.ly hint .t the 



NE ft&E. 
SftltE OLD STORY 

11 book reuie• by 
Roger Sandell 

The quest for the ..r ..... Mu.s and Y".m- w .. , which had sp..-tee� tbi5 � 
supernatural has ._. did nol .....t • return to "-'ican ...,_ 

• reeurring u-c In � c::ullurc. The canfldancc. The t ., ir ... rigid .. ... I I I u..t us 
� ......USt -..u nt in the J830is power was in declne __. called for • nucleir 

pr• ' • i U. return of Christ in 1843 and ar.s buiild-..,_ Thi& c&..te, ..t U. new Cold W.-
apreed ita a .ge through .... � of the ...-ty 'eightiBa, aew a reviv .. of 
via Itinerant preachers. When the ......._ failed apocalyptic religious belief5.. The Soviet Union 
to .-rive the resulting � in the -.we • ent was the Antidriat, and the Cold w_.. was the 
..w..taiy led la the arigina of Jehu¥..... F di.\e .......... la lm �d Wi fr.- which 
Wftnesaes, 5eYenth Day AdYentists and the t E § E Uet" S ........ be apared. 
whale culture of "-ican f....._.bliaa. At Reading Mol Jll.c:ess.rily Uw ..., � a  
llllaut the - � � � ._._ colact.iDn of �  on the body of beliDf� linked 
able to driiW ... the ... _ .. tr..titions of the together wlder the heading 'New Age �· in 
......_ for fNirl of its inspiration. At a _.. modern America, one might. think. at. f"rst. that. the wheel 
---.....: leYel, in ...._town �  ..,.. into � come  ful cirdc, end the '� COUlt.er� � 
thi5 cenbry, the reviYabt -.:ling, frequently been reviYed. However the similarities are more 
led by a f"lgUI"t! as ...eh a at..... as a preacher, apparent than real Sixties fringe beiefs were part. of a 
wes a • •• di¥eraian ,,.... everyday lfe. - cult.tre delberetely ci&tanced from the lvnericerl. 
also was the f"...-e of the 'Wedcine ......__.,..,, mainstream; the �  in apocalyptic Oristianity (as 
� in the atarie5 of .._... T ....-. and the cistinct. from those exploiting it. fer poftical er f"nancial 
t'l.aa Df W. C.. �lllllb, whoae d.-:. of ..racu�D�m encb) n:mar. � etdarly end lower 
pawers fir his elillirs ....... llllly .. bUR income, whereas the belevers in the colection of � 
m· •'y by the ...... llul whD cauld .tw.ya be � t.oget:t.- as 'New Age Conaciouaneas' 
relied ...-. for a .-t ahow. <henceforth NAO are in many caaes wealthy end 

llowever the greet revival of the quest for successful. 'Channelng' of past iYe5 is conducted at. 
the ...,_-naturill in _... n "-erica began as seminars where entrarr-e f� may be �100 piu::. "-'ev.· 
.,_-t. of U.: 'Ilia� cuuni.er-cuii.ure; il i..a Mgen; include coiage iacll.rer-6 and crootive ..-Lists, ond 
several c&fferent ...-pal'lellb. In the nineteenth glos:sy, expensive rnagezine5 pedEie NAC. So what, 
century US � lib ib ..ai&h p eo · ely, is going on? 
counterpert, had r..&cal � __. Fnt. of al, the and of U.: � Cdd Wtr 
overlapped with the suffragette and ..ti-slavery seems to have lessened the audience fer prophecie5 of 

--. rts., and wa& � by ..- of its doom, whet:.t.r from the Bible er Nost.radamus., and rNJre 
... _ ••b ea a tw '9 ttaiYe creed able to giYe beneYolent. �hral beliefs have t.aken their p&occ:.. 
positive ....t scientific answers to questions Secoldy, i"l a period of apparent ec01KJmic booin and 
faa wly wnutthed in superstilion.O) They thus what Tom Woffe has caled -the Me Decade". NAC 
aew it a5 able t.o give a new aynlheais of religio11 r-epresents an inc01 por ation of supernahral beiefs 
and science, ....t ta unify ....._.,. By contrast into a cdture of � irnprovement <another rearring 
the 'aidies revival of .stralogy and a wide theme of US ife since the days of Dale Carnegie). Thus, 
vtrildy -' lliiWIIIar bdief:J wcm part of a revult U.: New Age book� of Shirlcy Madainc imply that. her 
against ideas of scientific ....t .. terial progre55. . 511CCess as a fim star virdcates the beliefs, and more 

By the .id 1970's the 'aid.ies CD�.mler- recent articles on Uri Geler offer as proof of his 
cu1b.-e had .,......_. ibM:If aul.. But u.: end of u.: eut.hent.icit.y not. :M:ient.if'ac t.c:l� but. m alleged 
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I 
! 

lt seems 
that to 
be a 
channel I er 
it is 
merely 
necessary 
to shut 
ones 
eyes and 
announce 

. 
a sertes 
of 
platitudes 11 in archaic 
language 
and a 
silly voice 

� with  major capit.aht. COIICei tts. � 
a�ts of NAC are wel indicated by the txd's � 
on The Airpiane Game. a chain letter type seam. � 
only in involving large sums of money and face to face 
contact, which has been promoted in the US in the la:5t 
few years by some NAC f'.gt.res under such guises as 
"prcmperity consciousness worl.:shop". 

The book' pubisher and �at of ib 
contrilutors are associated with t:htpiEal £nqunr and 
CSICOP, so t.here an: several � which factualy 
exanW1e various New Age claims. Reincarnation i5 
examined in two essays that exanW1e both hypnotic 
� eYidence for reincarnation and the 
phiosophicat arga.ment.s - the latter covering some of 
the same ground as John Harney's piece on this theme 
in 51 earlier �  

Philp KJass gives a sunrnary of the contents of 
his recent book examining LFO abduction daims. The 
relationahip between :such claima and the New Age 
movement seems rather p'OblelnatJc. They have been 
� for rather longer than NAC, and postulate 
� alena treamg human being& as 
laboratory rab5, rather than benevolent teachers. 
However some percipients seem to linlt their abductions 
with � conver.sion to New Age type beiefs (� 
incbie John Day of the British AUaied case, and Whitley 

I SI:rieber ). The way the two seem to be moYing together 
is indcated by tha recent book an abductions by . 
Oristine f"mre wt*h inckJdes a � questionnaire 
lo hejp ciscover if the reader is an abductee, and New 
Age type advice one how to get in touch with ones 
5Ubconscious to gem ftrlher details. 

The British parapsychologist Or Susan Blacbnore 
loob at ncar-deoth and out-of-the-body tUCfl& iaam 
She suggests that the 'bole�' C01111110I"IIy reported in 
these experiet iCa5 is the result of breakdowns and 
random actiYit.y in the pao c:ipi& al':s viaual cortex, and 
:she descriJes :some ways n which this hypothesis might 
be tested. She aaso refers lo claims that near-death 
eAfl6' iae ICeS represent � reliving of the birth trauma, 
and states that her resea-ch has fotnt no ciffet et aces 
in MlE's reported by those who had been born by 
Ceosarian section from those who had Ul idea goe e a 
normal birth. As regular readers wil •  emenlber, this b 
the opposite of what Or Alvin lawson has claimed in the 
ame of abduction reporb.(J) 

Martin Gardner's contriJution looks at the New 
Age beiafs of Shirley Madaine, in particular her inks 
with various 'chal•dea s'. tt seems that to be a 
channeler it i5 necessary merely to shJt ones eyes and 
annJUnCe a series of platitudes and fringe science 
prOnour.:ements in suitably archaic languoge and a :si1y 
voice, while dainWlg to be a departed spirit. Notably the 
majority of chal•-. s prefer to sunmon-up farmer 
reaidenb of Atlantis or lamuria (ueualy pictt.red in a 
manner renW1iscent of Je.lliln 4llld the 'lie te� s oF tie  
�ratha- than people who may have lived at erty 
hialorical period for which it would be pooMJie to check 
facts! This i5 hardy � if  Sl*tey Maclaine's claim 
lo be the reincarnatm of a jester beheaded for telling 
imp opea jolte:s at the court of louio 'IN i:5 a typical 
� of New Age hmtorical knowledge. <For the 
record: jesters had long been extinct in European 
courb by the mid eighteenth century; it is hard to 
imagine the � Louis XV objectklg to imp tJper 
jobs; INXlarChic F ranee had by thia tme a highly 
dr:Nduped legal ccxtc and ib monarchs cid not just 

� at wil; beheading wazs a pumstvnent re:served 
for the �tocracy, everyone eise wou6d have been 
hanged.) 

CNinneling i:5 an �t � of the way 
New Age �  generaly � very  resistant to 
factual analysis. This process can al5o be seen in the 
chapter �ting of an interview with Brod Steiger! 
now it �  a New Age �  who 
conspicuou51y refuses t.o be pinned down on what., if 
anything, he actualy bele�o>oe& When eh ' IJ96d on the 
contents of some of his boob blames their content on 
those r..dsh indiuiduais the �  who, as 
Mag&a readers will know from other exchangea, force 
iniMX:e�it � to  put theF nsnes to things 
they do not realy beieYe by the cr-uet deYice of paying 
them money. 

However, the vaguene55 of New Age beiefs i5 
probabiy part of their appeal Some of them, such a 
....dtation technique& and verioua Oriental systems of 
exercise, problJbly do five � benefit to those 
who practise them. None of them are the sorts of 
systems that challenge beieYera to re-� and · 

tota1y after ther � mtead they are in the natu-e 
of accessories whereby a succes•ful but less than 
fl.llfalg lfe:style mey be :spiced up. In thi:s respect NAC 
seems to f'rt in wel with the ideas of those etAtrat 
theorists who argue that we are in an age of 
'posbnodcrniem' in which 'grand l"'ISTativesJ (i.e. 
systems � as Marxism that offer �arge-sca�e· 
expanations of the worid, and a dear identity to those 
who accept them> are colepsing and being replaced by 
a clmate in which cUttre becomes a matt. of 
'pid'n'mix' in which people datarmine their identity by 
choosing tlfferent identities from a veriety of belefs 
and lfestyles. 

One �  that I would h to haue seen 
CUI oaideo ad in thizs book is the intcrac:tian bet wean NAC 
and Christian f� One of the main legacie5 
of the Americ.wl fundarnentaiat renaissance has been a 
moral panic against �t.Jiarn', one which thanks to the 
COIIIbilied efforts of some clergy, the tabloid press and 
Roger Cook, seems to be spreadng to Britain. New Age 
beiefs hews in many cases run foul of this moral ps1ic, 
but one suspects that in many cases the gap between 
the two is not hard and fast. Thus President Reagan 
has at clffarent times both endor-sed beief in the 
nearness of Armageddon, and sought astrdogical 
aduice.. Simiarfy, the PI ophecies of Jean Oixon, like the 
earler Edger <Ayce, :show the influence of both occuft 
belefs and apocatyptic ftniament:Msm. Some American 
sales nmtiuatm lecturers haue taken on the style and 
form of the revivabt preacher. 

The boot's most etrious assay b one entitled 
.,_, Ag. Eca....WCS consisting of an il-ternpa ed rant 
arguing that NAC is a major enemy of virtuous 
American free-enterprise capitaism. In fact there i5 
ittle euidenca of eny such JXlilicai overtones to the 
New Age. Some NAC write.-:5 in BriU1in have Hed it to 
Green pOitics, but the NAC upsu-ge in America � 
produced it.tla sign of a correspordng Green 
cormciouanesa, whle several Elropean nat:Jons that 
have had Green upsurges have lttle in the way of any 
rise of New Age belefs. The way British NAC re� 
sarnettmg of ib .� 1960's edge <a:t eYidence 
by the an1Ullll Sto. iehel.ge confrontation) � to be 
�ue.. For modern Anwrica the shaman is now a yuppie. 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  
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Dear Edt:or 
In � reply to my letter �- JS), 

Martin �ot.bneyer betrays his contnJing 
penchant for armchair pontif'w::ating, by 

� he lt� everytJWng about me, 
with no indication of any ariosity t.o f'lld 
out any more. <Peter Rogerson starts out 
m column doing the :w:wne thing.> He abo 
plays the old game of putting words into my 
mouth that. I riever said He crecit.s me with 
seying that "no other ebductee � 
nightmares". If Mr �otbneyer wil turn t.o 
my ietter on page 10 of Magonia 33 he will 
� thet I merely claimed that "I do not 
have nightmares", a much milder statement. 
I do indeed know some abductees who have · · 
night.mm-� But mercty having nightrnm-c::� 
is not in it5elf nearly enough to establish 
the presence of the boundary-deficit 
�yndrome ft:) de:K:ribed by 1\.ottmeyer. I 

would not judge eny of the � 
known to me as suffering from this 
concition. Nor do I interpret the results 
obtained by Sleter, Jacobs or Hopkina fm 
� the  conclu5ion that the people 
they atudilld necessariy suff.-.d from 

�dt.. :.ysidl onee, or were 
f enta:sy p-one, or anyti*1g else of the 501"t. 
To the contrary, I should JDnt out that 
Kenneth Ring � just ia&ued m report on 
his study of lFO abductees and MJE 
experients. in which he concludes that. 
there waa no eYidence at al that either 
QMX4J conaisted of fanta:sy-prone 

personaitia6. 
Alen hynek used to refer to the Blue 

Book theorum, "it can't be, therefore it 
isn't". I wonder if we have something simiar 
going on here. 0bviou:51y abduct� con't 
be real, therefore all such reports must be 
fantasies! 

In contrast, Mr KoUmeyer's article 
'Entrely Unp � I found to be a 
very stimulating study with a great deal of 
int.eresting mater-iaL Nevertheles� I 
5USpeCt that in the final analysis al he has 
proven is that the perception of any tot.aly 
� ....... plibiiiOiiibiiOI I b � 
fltered Urough the distorting effects of 
cultural precisposition. I have been aware 
of this problem for a long time, but have 
never found an adequate solution. 

In fact, if I dare t.o do so, I might 
speculate that there could be a reel 
chicken-and-egg pt oblem here. Some artists, 
writers, etc. give me the impression that 

they are trying t.o cope with � 
alien trama Urough there worl. This couki 
even be the case with some of the fims 
clt.ed by Kott.meyer. One example � 
very viYic1y to my mind. The last on-board 
encounter that I consciously remember 
da� back to January 1950, when I was 8 
year5 old. A it tie over three years later ­
the fim iwadsrs FrOIII Mars was n*ased, 
and I went to :.ee it. The delaled 
appea--ance of the creah.res, etc., was not 
at al famiiar to me, but the theme of 
implenb in my head 111CJ3t certainly w� For 
a whie I was terrifyed that the fim might 
inspire others to realize that something 
very Mniar had happet aed to me. (Armchair 
psychoanalysts may make of this whatever 
they will) 

� for Denni::l St.llings' piece, the 
accusations made against "Well-Mown 
Abductionist' are indeed disl:trbing, 
provided the int.erpret.at.ions put on his 
behaviour by � Source' are �  
correct.. I would like to see 'Wf..A defend 
�f before accepting all of these 
runours, however. And again, if I dare do so, 
I may suggest that Wf..A might be right 
about. � thing anyway! Al f ece  veiuc hb 
warning that abductees should he5itate to 
have children sOUlds outrageous. But I 
know per�onotiy of more lhon one CC:)e 
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where aignff"ICSll damage might have been 
averted if only some such warning had been 
received in time.. 0 do not dare go into 
detab.> Whether the rea80il be 'genetic 
expa inents don eon them by alien:s' or 
something e6&e, I don't ltnow. 

I wll teaw: a det.aled rebutt.al af 
5�' paper up t.o Eddie Bulard him5elf ' 
who, I am aure, wil come admirably to his 
own defence. But I would lke t.o rame one 
ftriher point. S� give en example of a 

senis1ce, ouerheard in a bar, about the 

Super Bowl, end goes into al ltinds  of detals 
a Martien stXKJid be at*: to deduce from it. I 
think that St.ilings ,_js to take a look at 
the fterabre on the t.Dq� of human 
language and tunan grammar, and how it 
differs from anything else that evr eYOived 
upon the Earth. I think it very likely that any 
truly alien nteligel�ee WOl*i find tunan 
grammar and &anguage., and p-obably human 
motiYations end emotions as wel, to be 
totaly alien an incoielpl'ehelastie to 
t.han&at< '851 F lriher, if I dare one more time, 
I might �t that much of the bizarre 
quality of the reported alien behaviour is 
due to their repeated, but only part.ialy 
:KJCCe8:.ful, effc:Jr"b to make :M:nSe of what 
they have found here. Very recently, 
several of us have indepel identJy come to 
the same conclusions on this point. 

SR:erely, 
'Daryl Colins' 

Dear John 
I can only conclude that your review 

of F"�re in the .sty was written after too 
arsory an examination. tt is an 
Wl!itructured ramble l:trough the evidence 
without. even coming to a solution. How e«t 
it be definitive when it does not 50ive the 
case? Why write a case history wt-l no 
conck.mion can be react.d? W"rth its bad 
typing and :ipelling, its Imperial men&ration, 
its poor presentation, it hardy maintains 
the atar.:Jard aet by the f"rat case 1-aml:ory 
ot•s not even the same size). 

If it was n.,tin .. esly researched' 
(as you claim) it would mention the type of 

fim used, and the grid reference given for 
the f'*ning point would not be in the middie 
of a f"� Also it would mention 
correspondence in /JlFalA /luletin 
COl acet nil .g the fuel dunping procedtre of 
the F -111 aircraft. 

I am stil inYestigating this incident 
and my 'definitive' conclusions will be 
publbhed in due cour� 

V ours sincerely 
Sl:euart Campbeli, Edinburgh 

PS: The Arnold report was not due to 
'earthlights', the existence of which is very 
doubtful lt was caused by a lllirage of nine 
:)now-covered nlOU"ll.ain peck:). 

As Sh:uart �is conuinoeJ he knows 
U�e :xMution to ihe l.FO my:siery he 
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VAUEE, Jacques. Confrontations; a 
scientist's searcb far --. contact 
Bolentine, New V� 1990. $19.95.. 

After the dUI reha:sh of 0' &i»bi 
Valee puis out al the stops with amazing 
tales of lEO mayhem in South America. The 
book starts 'Nith V�'s re-examination, 
fot.ri.een years after the events, of the 
infarooua 1966 Nteroi UFO lead-ma:sk:5 
double-deaths case kl which two men, 
member5 of an occuft.JlEO cult were found 
dead, for n0 apparent cau:se, on a hilltop 
outside Rio de Janeiro, with two ctrious 
lead masks on the ground nearby. At the 
tme moat ufokJgiats :5impfy put ttia down 
as one of the odd tnngs that people got up 
to in South America. You'l r emembel that in 
the ':5ixtiea the pages of FSR were filed 
'A'ith this sort of stuff, but that !Tadualy it 
fel from fCIYOlr as ufoiogists' interests 
moved �ay from the :5aarCh for � 
in exotic parts to the perfectJy good 
sensational cases that started happellil '9 
in rather ...-e acceaaible � of the 
globe ike New England and Wlt:ihre. Valee 

from the mouth:� of the Amazon there ha3 
been, throughout the seventie5 and 
eighties. a great number of cases of 
�ent ufo hostifty: hlrlters out �t night 
in the heavily f�ted area have been 
'zapped by intense lights from strange 
flying objects caled 'chup45' <descriled a:5 
'like f�'). May of the hulters have 
subsequently S&lffered severe physicaj 
effecb and In :mme � have alegedly 
died a:5 a r-e:KA of their experieiiiCe. Thi5 i:5 
alarming stuff, and it may be very 
important. tt i:5 a pity then that Ye/lee has 
chosen to drag in such fraudulent data as 
the c;.w !ppOSed ki1ing of the entre popjation 
of a �enyan dage in 1954, and the 

also cab for a re-examination of these ridia u 15 horror-cormc accol.Wlt of the 
cases, and also asks ufoiogists to re-open death of .Joao Prestes in 1946. 
the boob on 3UCh long-forgotten eYel1b The accounb of m traYtli& in the 
as the Ubatuba � case.  I cannot remote parts of Drazi are fascinating, but 
see today's ufologists folowing hi& advice ' they seem to me to be yet another exampe 
with eny entJlusiaam of whet Peter Rogcr.son has � the 

What Valee shows in this book i5 1-lerr Professor' school of UFO re5e4YCh £in 
that the strange things c:id not stop Vall!r.is case perhaps 'Monsielr le 
happenio og in South America jtmt beca..se Profe55etJI"' would be more appropriate) 
the ufoiogists were tied up elsewhere, and and there seems some evidence that the 
a large part of it consists of Vallet!/s fanous game of 'let's see what we can get 
�� of a � of � t:he cit.y-Mcttar to belaYe' i3 being played. 
l.Fo-re&ated cases in northern Brazil kl the For one thing. V a/lee � to be � of 
early nineteen-eighties, with some just how remote, naive. il M mea at and 
excur:5iona into cases he has �tigated un:spoi1t. t:he people of � area are - an 
more locally kl Caifomia. effect known as the U1der Sytdr011ae., 

The Caifornian cases are interesting, after the writer of that name 'Nho 
and :show � of the complexity of inYeatJgated the a.y Meyer case in the 
the I.EO expel iel.::e in America in recent remote and primitive backwaters of_ wel, 
years, which tends to have been Switzeriand, ac�- At one point Yaltae 
� by  the alxb::tion paodeouic:::. infornm u:t that: �  are people who 
However the heart of the book is Vlfllee's have never heard of � Ent::ot.nt:ers, or 
rrst-hand investigation of a series of lEO of Sl.even Spieller9- They resh and hunt events Brazi. Here, in an area of many beca..:5e they are too p:xr to afford the 
thousands of �uare rnles � and east food they need. At night the COU1tryside i5 

I F T  T F R  'S: f r o tn p r e viou� p <t !J IP.  

· obviously f.-.a that no report can be 
derntiYe tfteas it reachea the same 
conclu:5ion. less dogmatic conwnelitabrs 

· feel that a report may be defanitiue if it 
COIIipl d d wNeiy reYiewa the situation � 
known. No doubt Steuart's 'definitive• 
CCXlclusions wil invoiYe something not a 
nAJn m1ea away from mirages. Ed. 

Dear Sir 
� regards to witchcraft. in 

connectian with T omas Harden in my book 
v.rticJII� and subseq ...... t 

COl I eapoi odei ICe in Magi»wia 
We were very wel aware of the 

absence of Crown executions for 
t.Nitchcraft in Hen-y 'Ill's England. If the 
reviewer had read the book closely he 
would have noted we tried to reassure 
T oma:t that hD rni:ming Kattryn could not 
have been tu-ned However he later said 
with some anger, that we were wrong, that 
an unofriCiai rrdJ action had re:M..1It.ed in 

Kattryn being 1Jrend' with the King's 
officar:J apparently unintare:ltcd. I 
reported what T omas said. 

As before, you c:::a:www1wwats betrat a 
5ad lack of cs-e and preci8ion in quite 
simple matters. 

YotrS Sincerely, 
Ken Webater, Ooddleaton, Oleshire. 

Dear John 
I though Edde Bulard':s article Gn 

MaguiM 34) was realy excelent. My own 
views on reieuant matters are contained in 
the 1Jsychosocial tfypothe:sis' entry of my 
forthcomi.g IKology il the �  the fht 
volume in the �o£/lology 
series. 

Unfortunatety, Oenlis Stacy's article 
only loob impressive. In fact it is at best 
:wperf"ICW, and at war:st wldly miaiDadng -
only a sight improvement OYer Peter 
Rogerson's goofy spen.lat.ions about f._. 

. of � immigranb (huh?) in modern 

America as the 50IJrC8 of current strains 
of ufc*Jgical pararmia. Peter, who I am 3Ur"e 
i5 a nice guy, ought to restrict IWs 
speculations to things he knows about. 
St:acy hea taken what at 1n0at ia about haW 
a chapter in a tNct book (wnch, if it were 
ever 'Written should be entitles 
&trJa, esb ... IJicrlogtic* £ntials, .si cat 
.yhng�entry on this 
conuoluted matter) and treated it aa the 
whaiD :story. In the proce:s:s he has wholy 
missed its significance, and has even 
managed to tjNe the imprea&ion that real 
UFO secreb are not irwoiYed. In fact the 
episode does notbegin with the Berwlewitz 
affair, but begins much eerier in the · 

decade. 
· Dennis i5 a friend but

. 
in thi5 case he 

does not know what he is taking about. I 
hope your reade..-3 ere not luled by him into 
thDklg they flOW know everyttmg they 
need to know. 

Checr-:5, Jerome <lark, <:amy, ,.. 



perfectly <Urk.. The cnfy high-ternWn line 
run5 twenty mies to the west." Yet a few 
� later on we learn of � l.FO that waa 
c.au:Ylg 5ame COIICel n by hovering over the 
dieset generator for, wait for iL the �  
TV �tationl Now it'� fl08� that Braz:iian 
TV C005i5t5 of nothng but educa� 
documentaries and imported Port. '9' ese 
fado � but I woukWt be at � 
� if the occaNnnal American �  
opera or science fiCtion f8n wasn't shown 
from time to time. Before f :Jterted making 
patnri5ing statemenb about what ·� 
peopie' may or may not haYe heard about I 
would haYe :Jtudied the TV �  for 
quite a long time W.to the past. 

Incidently, northern South America is 
of �  the centre of the in� 
drug trade, may of whose opera� fly W. 
choppel s - or do I mean chupas? lt would be 
usefu to them if �  to their flght:s 
became so scared that they cid not care to 
investigate too doseiy. Much of the injtry 
� to the ldort.unatc hunter-s 
consisb of skin rashes and � of the 
type which could be caused by aerial 
spraying of chernicab. The �t of people 
who might be doing that over � rllin 
forests wouldn't want their act:Mties 
�tigoted too cb5e1y either. Vellee 
lnforms us that the Br� Army �  been 
seen nosing arOUld the area. Fm not 

� 
n his � �  Valee seems to 

be moving into Cordon Creight:on's territory: 
�� UFO:J he 'concludea' (aa much aa Gm) of 
Vailee's worit has a conclusioo) are a force 
that haYe been sharing our p&anet with us 
for l'11lilerW1ia. A force that c..mea and 
maniptjates mankind in a terrifying manner. I 
� disagree with that, except that 
V,._, � to think that thia force i:l 
� other than otr own 5trange and 
lerrifying psyche. In this boolt he has shown 
no CYidence thet thia i:l the ca5e, � 
he � pre:;ented us with a h9lfy readable, 
if someUnes flawed, account of a great 
deal of f"r:Jt-hand irweatigation. As :KJmeOfle 
:>aid a long time ago: "from the depths of my 
armchair I recoe•••e Id this book." 
John R--.. 

GOOD, Tmothy. <EdJ UFO Report 1989.. 
� and Jadson, 1989. tl.99. 

Thi:t is a very �  
presentation of arrent ufoklgy with a 
strong bias towards what might be calad 
the � �  lt ia � enmeahed 
into the :5eCtarian poftb of ufology to an 
extent which must bewider outsiders. Thua 
we twwe the lirdaal � rubbiah juat 
about everyone ebe in their review of 
Yague UTS. In his review of crop cFdes, 
George Wingf"leid c:ontent.:t him:M:H' with 
just MJbbishinq T erence Meaden. 

Much of t.he rest is just pedestrian. 
Cynthia Hind m&es her usual pot.-onming 

f10RE, Edith. Abductions; encounter:. 
with edraterrestrials... Sidgwid Jackson, 
1989. £13.95. 

Edith Faore has previou:sly written 
books on hypnotic regressions to past lives 
and � and in thbs won �  
demonstrates the extremes � a iter� 
beief in hypnotic regression cwvl the 
maiiJilty of the .. .,. .... ie5 ....:overed 
thereby, combilted with a naive beief in 
extraterrestriala, ca. take even educated 
people. 'What i:l pre8GOted ,.-., .-eporb of 
hypnotic � �  with 
SM'eflteen anonymous abductees. Their 
rnotive3 for u idea goio og :KJCh a procedure 
seem to range from simple ctriosity and me­
t.ooism, through to major trauma and 
beyond. The accounb contain both standard 
and non-standard motifs, and by the time 
you get to Oan Dan the Startrooper man. you 
blowrit's al fantasy and u--e's ,.,..at-;' 
nothing fiore WOllk*Tt take at face vakle. 

A rwnal chapter offers "you ca. 
discover ycx.r own clo:te encounter" by 
means of a questionnaire. In suggesting to 
t.he anxious and marginaised that they may 
h8Ye been uaed as a lab rat by the 
�ts of Magonia-knows-where, 5he is 
st.rt!ly being totaly irresponsiJie. adding to 
their terror and c:bsociation:s.. 
Peter Rogersan 

ZOI.l.SCHAN, G K; 5CHUMAKER, J F and WAL.SH, 
G f ([d:5J Uploril�g the Par.....-....1; 
� in ....., and exw-rielw:a.. 
Prism Presa, 1989. £7 .95. 

This Austraian symposium covers a 
wider range of artides than some other 
books in the :w.ne vein, going into both 
50ciologic� and mys� reaRs. Radical 
beieYers and radicai sceptics and various 
poinb in between al contriJuto. �trative 
of this wide range are W J Bail o idge's 
study of the CCliiiTt!Aat.io between 
geogr� mobiity and beief in the 
paranormal, and .Jame5 Stewart's study of a 
bigfoot wave in a native American conwnunity 
in North Dakota. 

Perhaps of particular interest to 
AlagDn& readers are Gary Grotfl...Miwnat's 
s-ticle on 'ParSlOI"INII Pf ea uae NI and the 

remarks about the blacb, contrixJ� 
from the USSR and the American-Chines 
conwnunity prOYidB clppia og:s. len Str-ingf"lekf 

goes even flriher over the top and Donald 
Ware summarises Guif Breeze wit.hout 
reprodLICing even one of the notor-ious 
photos - no doubt he reaised they would be 
f atat to his casei 

lt i:1 perhap8 not too cynicm to 
wonder if Rapt� Noyes defence of the Halt 
Memorandum is not written at least sightty 
Ulngue in cheeL As I read it the 
memorandum provides strong evidence for 
the misidentiTrcation of a dist� bright 
light (see Henda-y for other �· Less 

15 
Near Death Expes1el cc' , and Peter Neison's 
suvey of mystical visionary and remote 
perception �er� Though by no 
means a ight read, this boot contains much 
of value and ca. be recomrne�Mied, aspecia1y 
in view of it:s fiJO:Jt � price. 
Peter Rogerson 

GOOOARD, Jlmmy. The Inhabited Solar 
Sy:ste-.. The Star f elow5hip £25 Albert Rd, 
Addlestone. Surrey, [Tl5 2PXJ 1990. 

In the � way thet old but much­
loved portions of cxr towns and cities are 
deciared Conservation Areas. or rare birds 
and toad3 s-e protected by � fr.5ted as 

Enc:U.lgered Species, there is I think scope 
for outdated l.FO theories and ufokogists to 
be decJm-ed Sites of 1-btoric.tlf Uf� 
Interest. if 5UCh a scheme 5houk:l be started 
this slm YObne should strety be put 
forward for the honotr of f"r:Jt nomination. 

lt's a deight to read; a welcome 
refuge from the brashness of �t-modern 
ufology with it:J � genetic 
expa ilietib and overwhetming, chtur-tmg 
ambiguity. We get no ambiguity fr-Om Jimmy 
Godclm-d. The pleneb of our � SY:Jtem 
4IY: imabited, evidence to the contrary � 
been manufactured by NASA, through 
doctoring the photograph:. from �pace 
probes. EYen that might not be necessary -
recent photographs of Earth which .immy 
� � no � of humcn  
habitation, even though the part of North 
Africa depicted induded several large 
t.ownzs.. lt � not detrZ�Ct from thi:5 
observation when ......e learn that .immy 
studied these photos in a magazine in an 
optician's weiting room! The bootiet 
concludes with a glossary of the space 
language and a song in the same tongue -
lllthough the wonts of tte - "-yOungi naga 
yara abba sam..." mate as much sen:se as 
most songs written in the last twenty 
� or � (�ul, Rimmer, � showing). 
There is no price noted on the review copy I 
was sent, but it realy is priceless. J 
recca•••e Id it to al MJyua r� Serxt a 
pound. that seems about right. 
Jolm �R·---

cynical souls may we1 rllld ther'nsetYe5 
speculating along conspiratorial ines. as 
wcm � the intent. 

The book list at the end of this 
voiume is a job, and the list of ti journals 
Mnply ignores every journal of irnpor"Uince 
Cfortean rmes, Northern lEO News, UFO 
Brigantia. lEO rames and, of cotrSe, 
Magonia). While of interest to ufolklorists 
and followers of lEO !J"OUP poftic:s, it does 
not proYide an even remoteiy acceptabie 
treatment of the �ject for t:.he gcneroi 
pubic and in many p6aces is rnischieYou5iy 
misleacing. 
Peter RogenMJn 

Printed on recycled paper by Northern Arts Publ i shi ng (0742) 368672. 
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JCN:S, (eMn L c:on.a Doyle ..t the 
Spirits.. Aquarian Press, 1989. £8.99.. 

This biography COliC& alr� on 
Doyte's inYoNement wit.h the �t 
movement, and his fantastic iterature.. 
Though in the eorly parl of the book. :KJmC 
attempt is made to discuss his complex 
character, it trais off into a bare 
narratiYe of eyent.a, lt is dear that. � e 
&apsed Catholc, •e many of m generation 
sought a rational reigion which wouki 
exorci:M: the hel-fire Yieiorm of his youth, 
and the emptine5s of his early acUt 
rationalism. Spirituaist perhaps also 
provided o mechanism for the 
domestication of the psychic � which 
surf ace in much of his horror TICtion, and 
which perhaps drove hm father t.o ak:ohol 
and the il.natic a5ylun. Was it against 5UCh 
terrors that Doyle aa...lChed his hero 
� the  beacon of ��  recmon 
and kJgic .,_ a fog of savage emotions and 
narr • s passions. 

lJttirnstely it W08 � Doyte'a 
commitment to �  which made him 
seem fooish, than his incapacity to accept 
the � deg=-ee of fraud in the subject, 
and his nability to accept the po5sNity 
that his own judgemer .t might be flawed 
Peter Rogeraon 

COI£N, Daniel E11cyt Le11"8'15a of 
Nan:.terz. Michael OMar-o, 1989. £11.95 

COt£N, Daniel Encycll ...... CJf Ghosts. 
Michael 0-Mara, 1989. 11.$. 
RADFORD, Ken. F...-e Burn. Michael O'Mer-e, 
1989. £11.$.. 

The two Cohen book are popularly 
written, S1d giYe brief eratriD& for e wide 
range of pheiiDI'IIIel ae wittm the areas they 
cover. Most of the major cases are here 
and :50mC of the � OI'1C3 too 
(although we are sorry to :see no note of 

the Brentford Griffin). A repre:5entatiYe 
range of l.FO enl:ities are dealt with in the 
lllanat.era boob.. The ent:.rie= ere er-ranged 
alphabet.icaly in various rather arbitrary 
categories - tbnanoids, Land Monsters, 
Phan� Sea Norm� e� Tnc CICCOlJr1b 
are brief. but quite comprehensive and not 
uncritical. Both books are well ._trated, 
but would benerrt for the adcftion of 
'f lrlher reeling' notes for each entry, 
rather t.h&wl a few pages of a very 
generelzed 'Anlotatad BiJiiography' at the 
end. Uttle here realy for the expel ielaced 
F orte.l, but a useful primer for the 
general reader Gf :M.JCh a crcat:ure exisb; 
they seem more elu:sNe than l1lf'J bigfoot) 

The Radford book. is a companion 
YObne to the two aboYe, but goe:J perhaps 
a lttle too far in dramatising the famous 
wit.chcraft casas it covers, reconstructing 
clieloglr 5Jd � However, the 
basic facts seem acarate enough, and 
again, the book is well �trabd Caome of 
the woodcub have been u:M:d in this i:s:tue 
of llagonia to  �trate Manfred Cassirer's 
artide. Again, not a book fer the serious 
student.., but e good read for otr elusive 
general reader. 
.Jatm Rft.l·---

a.ARlE, Jeremy. Mecrotrivia Y5. SkuL 
F cx.rth Estate, 1989. Pbl., £4.95. 

What is «m clanger-cxm as :short 
infested jely and has a prediection for 
drinking galons of cola and eating 
mountains of candy-bers? No, not lay 
Bunter let loo5e ... the tuck shop but the 
aien (from outer space) \llo'ho is the 
homicidal hero of this noveL 

Having such a central character 
alows you to show up al the f adt.s and 
irJioc::ie:, of ou- We:ster-n civilization. Thb is 

not a partic::u&arty original means of attack 

or critici5m, ndeed the wtde boot is 
derived from such sources as pulp 
dctect.iYe fiction; 3Cience f"clion � 
the wriUlgs of Thomas Pynchon, Robert 
Anton Witson and Henry Miller; TV quiz 
� and �� advcrt.i:Mng copy 
ines; mixed with a dolop of P:sychD, 
Eipla • Si' The .., Wlo F.l to £arliJ, 
COl ID ed with the entraib of Ronald 
Macdonald. 

Hauing said that, Jeremy Oarke stirs 
ell the il "9' tdai al& together to reveal the 
half -baked notion5 of men, mice and visiting 
ext.raterrestrials.. The corporate battles 
for the control of our bank �  mld 
minds 'Nith l1fliJ old junk disglised a5 food 
fer tt.e er.-idaa-•t of otr materiaA er 
ment.el enlighterwnent � eM el at:Jy 
portrayed Signif"�eantly the 'aien' isn't a 
thinly disguised commie outsider, as ioWlgly 
depicted in :ruch low-budget epic5 as I 
Mill 1 led a lllonsb!r lrDIII Outer � (i 
object.., I Mill» iaJ a MonsUr ,.._, Outer 
�was o wel-rncKic flm which oct.ually 
projected a rather sympathetic view of 
the aliens and ended up questioning hunan 
apecies-chauYini:sm - EdJ or R.d Pltlnt1!t 
Mirs (Give you that one - Edl lnstead he 
becomes mere lite us by embracing the 
junk-culb.re ethic with open tentocle3 
(sorry, I mean arms, lDes5 you liYe near a 
nuclear power station). This is an alien who 
m frightening beccMme he is &te l.m; there i:s 
not:IWlg he can do to upset the American 
way of ife, because Mom's � pie  is 
rotten to the core. If anything, the aien 
has been corrupted by us. For his St8r T rt:i 
is a pie of crap; the bionde gods loved by 
Adamalti hcwe reincornoted cm motel room 
cockroaches. the fast food biz wil conquer 
the triverse! 
Nigcl Webon 

PORTRAITS OF ALIEN ENCOUNTERS 
BY NIGEL WATSON 

Flying saucers a n d  encounters with beings from ' oute r space ' have i ntri g u e d  a n d  p uzzled 

e ve ryone for the past forty years . This book doesn't  p romise a solut ion to the e n i g m a  but 

it d oes exam i ne i n  detai l  strange and fri g hte n i n g  c l ose encounter stor ies . T hese i nc lude 

s ightings of  a 1 2-foot-ta l l  green robot, men i n  b lack,  attractive fem a l e  U FO pi l ots , l i g hts 

in the sky , f ly ing saucers, plus accou nts of te lepathic messag e s ,  stra nge d reams,  

s in ister rays, a l ien brain operations , g hosts , po lterge i sts a nd prophecies . The m a i n  v a l ue 
of Portra its of Alien Encounters is that it shows how w itnesses, to s i m p l e  l i g hts i n  the 

sky,  can become enta ngled in  com plex series of v i sions,  s ig htings a nd e n co u nters . Al l  

these i ncidents,  which occurred in  the Bradfo rd , Sheff ie l d ,  Leeds,  H u l l ,  areas of N o rthern 

Eng land , were i nvestigated by N igel  Watson long before the ' reve l atio n s '  c o nta i ned i n  
Communion a n d  Intruders . Most o f  t h i s  mater ia l  h a s  never been p u b l i shed b efore . For 

j ust £ 1 0 . 00 this i nvaluable reference and i n s i g ht i nto the flyi ng saucer  e n i g m a  can be 

yours ! 

Retu rn to : N i gel  Watson , 5 2 A  Lascotts Road , Wood G reen,  Lond o n ,  N 2 2 4J N .  E n g l a n d . 


