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TWENTV yeas ago, in Merseysidk FO  the sixties we had mysterious orates
Bufetin (Yol 2, No. 6, 1969), | wrote down my  appearog in England, in the eighties we

ended by exprensaw the hope that the
seventies would prove more eventful

There were two other articies on the same

thame in that osuse, by Jotin Ravener and
Alan Sharp. On reardsw) these ancient
writings (as they must seem to some of
our yaswger ceaders), | find that kttle has
changed i the field of ufology in all those
years. indeed, the only really noticeable

chame which ccowrred dursyg the eighties

was that most UFO journal editors
exchanged their battered ald typeuriters

for word prucemaora. This made it posaible

to churm out reams of drivel with much
less effort.

There have been other changes of
anmse, but., as with the introduction of
word processors, they have been merely
changes of detad. For eaxampie. whereas in

have our mysterous crop circles. There
was aiso less emphasis on the
psychulogical aspects of UFO reports in
the sixties, axrept perhaps in the rather
crude form of sceptics loudly essertim
that ufologists were barmy.

In the msue of Merseyside UFO
made a mavder of predictions for the
seventies. One of these was that a more
opevrrmeted approach to the sub ject
would pradice data of mnterest to vanious
camventional scentific and acadeswac
folkiore. Since then, same psychologsts
have studied the subject. but they have
views, such as Berthald Schwarz, a
bhakever in the reafity of psychic

il N Continued vn paye nine:




MAGONIA

|Number 36, (MUFOB 85)|

EDITOR
JOHN RIMMER

Editorial Panel
JonHaTey
Roger Sancell
Michael Goss
Nigel Watsan

Corresponding Editors
Peter Rogeamn
Rabert Rankin
Overseas ts
Martin Kottmeyer (USA)
Thierry Pinvidic France
Luis Gorzales (Spain)
tdnardo Russo (Italy)

- SUBSCRIFTION DETAILS

Ao is avadable by exchange with
other pubBcations or on sad=crption

at the folowing rates for one year
(four ssues)

United Kingdom €4.00
Euope and krish Rep. €5.00
United States s10
Other Countries {550

I US ad=options awet be paid in
dollar bills. Due to exhortstant bank
charges we are unahle to accept
cheques drawn on Ames~c3» banks.
N French submodwsr> may find it
easier and cheaper to send us a 50-
franc barkrwte rather than pay for an
nternational Maney Order. We are
happy to accept this.

IS Cheques and money arders
shauld be made payabde to ‘Jatn
Riverex.

Al asvesgvece, sitmoptare and
exchange mapazies should be sent to
the Editor:
Jobn Rimmer
Jotmn Dee Cottage
S James Terrace
Mor tiake Guarchyard
Londmn SWI4 8HB
Esgland

cMAGONIA MAGAZINE, 1390
The copyright in all signed articies rest with
Lthe suthors.

ERRY A ARK others of natural

challenges me to phowmena, or cven -

keep to writing hint others - in some
of things whuch | know s ncomprehensible way
about (Letters, this o a produsct of both
5% PETER ROGERSON'S e
tharc and clourds, eyes: the

To find out N ; ' breeze dreams deams
hoase, you need to ambigsty makes the
f ind out about past opata ina crop Grdcles ideal mexfiotig symbols

Coporate Town lke Warrington this is quite
easy, barama voters' ists are preseved
at the local brary, and you can run through
them to find out who died and when. You can
then_ Ldiior and Raxdkrs - Get of T, sfurt up,
bon, his= | dov't pay ary subscription to resd
Sarry, Jercy. It laoks as though you
have been outvoted, and | shall have to
carry on devoting my cohsnns to topics
aboast whech | know as little as anybody etse.

My last Northern Echoes piece made it clear
that | shall not win any precognition prize=,
but then neither will any of the great
precognition-mongers. The twentieth
century is coming to a db farto end befare
our cyen, ive an TV. As | write this De Kkerk
has wbhawwed the ANC, Modow has called
for Geswman unity and Gorbadwov is gaing to
aguo for a mdtipaty state - Magaria
krows what else by the time you read this.
And all this withoust a word from Ms Dixon

The collapse of empires and the
death of gads must be attandad by its
portonts and wowdea Eastern Eusops will
have its UFO wave along with its
Maxionaidn However, they will be swampsad
by apparitions of the BYM and vagque
national heroes. Meawhile tatble and
sinister spectres will be seen in the blasted
country sasul Castle Ceausescu. The
chosing down of the cold war will have
mansive repassirs n the West; the
desth of devis too, does not go undweraided.
Old style ufology, which re-emerged in the
sarvnd cold war will disappmar and hanting
Keehan vinioss will retun

As the Latest issue of fortazn Jies
reminds us, the cop circies are becoming a
ma jor foklare of these Green times. Same
say they are the product of inteiigence,

between the domais of astusre and wid
natusre, ke the farmes befaore them Soon
we will hear the story of the person who
entered on crop circle and dbappes—, only
to emege in another circle mides away. In
these widtunt gale days anythewm seems
almost poasihie

=

Speakiwy of Fartexsy Times and crop circien,
has a certan former civi servant, late of
the D=portsrent of Defenca. lot tha cat ot
of the bag? MIS buggig Esperantists has
same sort of crazy logic, but orchid-
growers? But orchd rustlers are svahverd
n the latest crash retrieval rurtou—s from
South Africa - Ed) Is Mr Noyes hinting that
all chAd society is regardad with suspicion
by THEM? Does every gardening club have a
mole? Are all bee4erpes ngged? This
cosdd make the Colin Walace, Fred Holroyd,
Peter Wright story look ke a vicarage
teaparty!

Taking loame (ark’s advice again for a
momemt, | return to sovethey | know about
- local history archéves - and present you
with the remarkable #ustration which
graces the cover of our mag, | stumnbled
aTass it n Waregton Library, in the first
issue of the Padgate Coflege Magazire,
published locally in spring, 1947. In amal
lotters under the drawing it is geditad to a
certan R Qestham, and dated 1946, a year
perhaps before the Arnold case. Just what
is going on hare?. Are those strange

ob jects pre-Arnoidian UFOs? Do the
diasass indicate same kind of pre—van
Darken awvEnt astranaust spandations?
Your guess is as good as mine. Prabably R
Cheatham is stil aund Do any of our
raadsrs know him? We'’d ke to laarn more

about this strange piecs of artwork!




Abductions:

who's being taken for a ride?

John Rimmer reviews recent developments in
the abduction field

RE UFO abhctars finally nunayg where they
bedong, ie. out of the hards of ufologsts? This
question is promted by several recent books,
and news of new directions in UFO reseach
which is starting to owsge from the USA
There has been a tendency over the past
capie of yass to see Aves~can UFO research as
morwlithic and ETH-doverwtad, esgacialy in the
abduction field, which Europears have seen as being
casse, this is a great over-asnpiificatiorc we only have
to look at the writings of Martin Kottmeyer and Denns
St@ings in this magazive and eisewhere to see that

Perhaps less appreciated in Britain is the spht
that is devedoping betwean Biad Hopksvs and a svder
of researchers who had initially cooperated with him in
hypnotic reyreasion of usperted abdicters In the
last Aagrwsis | resvtared brisfly the rift betwesn
Hopkirs and psychaiugint Rima Labow, and in Whitley
Stricher’s Camssiwy and partindarty his second book
of persaonal experiences, Jransformation we hiss
increasing dino<wTvesnt with ufology - or to be
more precise, Bud Hopkin's version of it.

In a book recantly mblched in Amerca, Rgaei
an Camsemssiwy (1) by Ed Corwroy, Streber’s contacts
with ufologists are chronicled in some detad Rgurtis
ntanded as an independent assessment of the nature
of Strwber’s experience, psrtimdarty in the bght of his
fife and backgrausd 'Independent’ is perhaps too
strang a ward, as the asthor is a frend of Strieher,
and appeers broafly sympathetic to Stricher’s own
asaemamestt of his experiences. However, the book
provides an ntaresting prsgectas on Streber’s own
us confirm or ad just our own opinions.

There are two easy ways of looking at the
events descobad in Gz One is to say they are
pure swention, created by a skiled fiction writer; the
other is to say they are a physical reafity which
happened in real-tana. Both these pnanditer denervo
consideration, altthough for abvis ressors the

farwer has been debated in a rather oasrepert
marwwr, eapecally in countries whare the fbel laws
are such a Mickey Maane affair as aurs (2). However,
for the mspmes of any thoraugh nvestigation of
Strimber’s experiences, there is no sexd/to hove to
chome between these pmasiiftas, as the mamber of

Most of the later part of Agmrtis taken up by
a compa-aamn between the Cossmoniy events and
entities with tradition foklore entities - particudarty
irish - and an asenmett of the abduction experience
in Angian terms, and of course these are points
which carry on from Streber’s own spenmdatans in
Transformation At this point, an interesting thing
happens. Streber cusses the Atlantic, as it were, and
sasms to have far more in casvemn with the warlds of
Adwpwiny, Medwast and Mauge than he does with
MUFON and Ma jestic. And it is here that the lagest
singis gap in Carevoy's sttt anmss. Apart from
Vallee, who is quoted extawmively and spgrovigly,
Cawoy seens to be amost totally unaware that there
is an altaative ufdlogiral viewpant to the ETH This
is amost cortasdy a praduct of the high profie that
the ETHers have now achievex in the USA. Apart from
the controversial influence or otherwise of Scwae
ard the UFQ the only other Easopean UFO book
exteraiely cited by Corvuy seerrs to be Tim Gond's
Abwne Top Sacywt Which is a shame as Carwoy's
understandig of the mythic content of the UFO and
abdction experience puts him far coaer to the
Eisapaan reseschess than to Good or mainstream
USA thought.

The srgzessar comes arass strangly in
Comn ozicn that Strisher was sovetheg of a
uf adogiral virgin untd his experiences started and he
came araas Randies and Wasvington’s Soivare and
the UFQ This may be so, but Cavoay has wwesrthed
some fascinating material about the yang Whitley's
extraterrestrial niterests back home in San Antonn,

Mrs Ann Hix forms an aitaresting faotrote to
the history of ufology. Her tashawd, Col Guy Hix was
cownasder of Godman Arr Force Base, Kentucky, in

Co.. New York.




in 1947 at the tiane the ili-fated Capt. Mantell took of f after a close encoanter with a mystermss Bght. An
to swestigate a UFO, and becawe Amerca’s first UFO-  initial hyprotic regressan prochces a navative of
relsted fatabty. As a resudt of the legal wranglings abduction by four tal, ‘semv-transparent’ beings who
whech followed this case, cawnardes Hix and his wife connaricated by wwsical tones’. The percipient,
moved to San Antonio, Texas, where their sons bacame ‘Anders’ was not happy with the drecton of the
boyteod ploymetes of one Whitkey Striebar. At about  ivestigation, and at this point Groth was introduced
this time - the era of the first Soviet sputnik - Strieber to the case He abandoned hyprotic regressam and
and his frends fawed a racket chb, whech reached allower the witress to move the swestigation into the
the front page of the local paper when they lmswhexd 8 drections he felt happimst with
‘frognik’ - a home made rocket carvying a frog The nvestigations, under the percipients own
direction, bagan to move away radically from the
it is interesting to spendate corventional bes we expect from a UFO-4vestigstor

: " what might have happened if, directed case, and in a far more mysticaly ncired
Harelmustmtma after his anwesiar tour of Easape | area, with both ¥westigatar, percipient, and others
piece of information that has come Stricber had decided to settic as emgoged in downig and the range of activities we
oo nl bk an Amercan in Paris. Perhaps think of as ‘earth-mysteries’, and working with such

i i nothing. Maybe, in a dif ferent cowepts as earth-oerges, dy-oegers reseambig
Martin Kottmeyer, which he came intedectual climate he would have  kundals, and the Gaia concept. I is hard to see how
across too late for nchusion in his berome a cutural insider, and the  the investigation might continue, and it seems unikely

article ‘'Entirely Unpredisposed’ in the ‘visitor experiences’ would have  that it will ever come to what most ufologists would
", . I < taken a dif ferent form, had they (| cormider a ‘conchmion’. If nothing else one must advire
kst e SRR ocased at all If they did happen, | the sheer patience of Kuhemamn and Groth, who seam

article Kottmeyer descried some would they have devetoged to have spent years and years fdlowaw the whams of
remarkable correspondences between dif ferently if his first contacts their abductee. | guens many Svestigator ded
fam and SF treatment of the aken with the world of ufology had reseschers would have given it up as a bad job years

* . , . been via some of the French aga. it is also apparent that the appaach taken by
experience, and ‘rea-fife” abduction ufdogists rather than Hopkims?  both ivestigators and percipient is influenced by
reports. In particular an eprsode of the  The cuttural identity between the  cultasral concepts of socety and land that are
sixties SFseries Jwslipht Zone, called abchaction experience and North  distaxctively Scodbuas

‘The Belleron Shield’ shown on Amercan  Amecan sodiety is so strong A ma jor part of the book is an erxamnt of the
(pare=Budiard) that susgicis is  asminal (no pun intended, or was it just a Freudian

Tv_af"‘”days"ef“et_"fmcm’ thatStr'eberjmtum:Hmthm sb?)l-ﬂCa.se.Spu;cu"sw-o-ﬁLasm&aths

which features akens with ‘wraparasd’ 54 these experiences. tak to the BUFORA Internstiond Conference in 1988,
eyes as desoted by the Hll's - a and a recent serves of articles in (FO 7eme=s He
feature not previausly remarted on in R would also be interesting tc conchudes broadly that the Hill case arvse from
it act oerscis, Kot Kott mtewtwtwm W’SMWaFWst@&\g?fa
: p Y the resudt if Streber’s first redatively bbw-key UFO during the course of ther

draws out attention to a piece of contact with ufalogy had baen via drive Bavey’s experience were shared, crecmely
didogue from the fam: the Swedish researchers and wcorocmaly, with Betty, untd they jointly
T e e Bt e sty that Sy s B

L e - is suspreung . a long-

Uleuwa.‘sss,nalthemuesbeyud Kuhdesnus oy and Arne Groth BUFORA Comusttee Member, seems unsware of the

all the universes, al who have eyes, Sporcer's book is a plea for  nature of much of British ufology, and its divergence

have eyes that speak. And afl speak the  abduction research - indeed UFO  from the Amescan pattern as does Ed Carwoy. | find it
same lamuage. reaes<h in general - to be dif ficult to eccept his comstant emasrtors that

AN witness-ed rather than British abduction reseachers are simply folowem in

Bt o mtraendsliew can joer researcherdsd The cxwention the faotstaps of the Aves e He sasms to imply
speak my laguage? appraach to abductars by that most British researchers are simply Hopkins
CREATURE: | learn each word just uf ologists, he daine, keads to a clones - this is happdy far from the case. In fact his

before you speak it. Your eyes teach story emerging which confarms canstant harping of the ETH dovwnatan of British
to the ufdlogiot’s precrarptasa, ufology is sTitetayg and detrects from his book. Of

g o and he makes the pont that an ansse, there are British resesdes who are st
Now compare this with a abductee presented to apast-  attachad to the ETH, just as thare are Amesican
renatahle section of the tramopt of  ves reses s might come up remesder> who have jettiaoned it: but the overall
Barney Hll's hypnotic regression: Mﬁ;;:wtmfmamh‘g picture is very different from Spencer’s carcature.
5 s . This is a fascra
B M Tes. they woalL Eakifo me. suggestion with nks to same But even in America, attitudes are changing, and
Only the eyes are taking to me. H-+l recent US reaearch which | shal  Hopkins hmoself seems to becoming an sweasagly
don’t understand that. Oh - the eyes look at in a moment. He points as  solated figure with his naive scenao of aken
don'thavemody.They'repsteyes... an exavgpie of witess-ed interbreeding and gevmstic experimenta. As | mentioned
B b thist e have histe nvestigation a Swedish abduction i the Editorial of Afagorab 35, the abduction
- M case fram 1974 awestigated by experience in AT is now bemmveg to attract the
most significant clue to the orgms of Kuhisnan and Groth attention of psychokegsts, therapists and other
the modern Armerican abduction Here the svtial event seems  menta-health professionals. as well as engaging the
experience ‘Twentional ancagh: a man attention of parapsychohagsts who have up to now

retusning home in a lonely country  been working in other fields.
area suffers a mmsing time perod A very interesting report by the Near Death




\

Experience reseacher Kenneth Ring has recently
come our way by mysterious means. In it he
suvnaraes a psychological prof@ing cercoe anangst
abductees, NDE experents, and, as controls,
resaarchers into these sub jects. He finds, as will be
no usprae to faithful Adsgorab reeder s, a
consider able degree of ssrdanity between the two
groups of experients. He also claans that the resudts
do not show any sayvfeant degee of ‘fantasy
powess’ anamgst the two experient grougs. | am
rather doubtful about the signif cance of this finding,
as the questions desaywed to detamine fantasy
proneness not anly seem extremsly sub jective - "Did
you day-desn a ot as a chdd?” - but in mavy cases

suggest the amwer the researches would ke to hear.

They seem to be making the respodet coase
betwesn "Are you a dud, uninteresting iittle bore”, and
“Are you a samitive, fascinating husman being who has
lots of exciting things happen to him?”.

Just as interesting as the
reagwoes of the experients are the
respoeses of the ovestigators. As
Ring descrdwes them they are hardly
a ‘ool grouy’ - a real controd
would surrely be a random graup of
people with ittle or no interest in the
resgoses of ten remarkably simdar
to the experents. it woudd appear
UFOs is abnost as ife-changing an
experience as havig an NDE or UFO
experience. It is also of note that
UFO reseshers' respoees are
cosistently mare to the ‘strange’
side of the equation that NDE
awestigators’ - sometans in fact
more ‘strange’ than NDE experients.
Perhaps reflectawg the fact that NDE
studies are a mare ‘acceptable’ topic
for acabesrir research than UFO
experiences.

In 7he £vidywe for Allen
Abdiuctions () (whech, you will be
defigtvted to hear, is soon to be
pshishend in a Japaese edition) | put
farward the summestion that the
abduction experience is a sympfom rather than a
cause of personafity change. It now seerrs that
becomnig nteested in UFOs may be a symptam of a

Ring’s interest in ufology, via abdictans, is
significant, and is an exanple of the
‘prof essanaisation’ of UF O, partmdaty abduction
resaach This trend has got furthest in Ameriea,
are movag into the abduction field One of the leading
fipses n this move is the af oreverrtasrexd Rina
Labow, a psychotherapist who is one of the prime
movers of the sew-mysterious TREAT - Treatment
and Research of Experienced Aomalaes Trauma

in the last ASsporaiy editorial | wabowvned the
appearance srargpt abdurction researchers of
prof essionad psychadngists, therapists, etc,
partindesty a3 asvent research is arrtswaw to show
same sort of axwection between the athction

experience, and a history of chidhood sexual abuse
towards the abductee (a finding which is reinforced
by the Ring awrvey mentioned above). But there is
another side to such rvolhement which will also need
to be addrexsed

n an article in the January 1390 issue of
AFON UFO dmana( (5) Rima Laibow looks at the
comphksrentary rales of the amatew ufologists and
the profesamal therapist. Much of the article is a
sensible analysis of how these two groups can wark
together - the therapist looking after the nterests
of the sdiividual ascEed, the ufologists putting the
adivichial experience into a wider perspective.
Towards the end however, her paper tuns into a plea
for the therapist to be able to charge a fee for
aquers, are alowed to profit from the books and
articites they write on abductions (wed, same do, most
don't, not even those who get thesr books transiated
into lapaw=e), so it is only
fair, isn't it, that the
professanal therapist should
also turn an honest peny
without of
‘profitesrag’ from the UFO
coowwrassty. One Amerxan

in the USA that the growing
hostility between abduction
reseazchwrs and
profeasamals Guch as that
between Hopkins and Labow)
is because the latter see the
formesr as Siphoraw of
potentially lucrative cases.

Despite that, the
prof esaamais do have a far
agument. We are deaiing with
time is money and there is a
imit to the anant of wpad
work they can do on a
Gharitable basia. But here we
have the fudamenta
questiorc who pays? The
abrh ctees tharaahes? In any other case whare
people are undergoing private treatment by a medical
sgaciaist, this is the caza, but how many abdasctaes
coudd af ford it? Are those who carv't to be left, as
now, to the tender mercies of the untrained
ufologist? Or shaudd the ufologists pay? Fine if
there’s chance of a profitable book in it, but | can’t
see too many ufologists forking out the fees that
any qualified psychiatrist or psychotherapist would
almost as much phsmbers. | suppose in Britain there's
the po=sihility of atxhction therapy on the Natonal
Health - oh, wel then, Mr Qarke, there isn’t.

So we are left with the almost certain
cor<chmion that the ma jority of atwhstees are going
to have their most traumatic experiences, and their
ves, explored and explained by a graup of poarty
trained, amateass hobbyists.

Sovesw's being taken for a ride, but | canr't for
the fe of me work out whao.

£12.95.

B8 Rimmer, John
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This article
is from a
book
published
in London
in 1826. It
is Volume
III in a
series
entitled:
The Family
Oracle of
Health;
Economy,
Medicine
and Good
Living;
Adapted to
all Ranks
of Society,
from the
Palace to
the Cottage,
By A.F.
Crell, MD.
FRS.., and
W.M.
Wallace,
Esq.,
Assisted by
a
Committee
of
Scientific
Gentlemen.

OME READERS moy hove made the
remark, that the face of particdar
drsdaods, at cexrtan tames, appea> a3
such ke a basing coal as any thing
can well be conceived. R was probably a
face of this kind thot auggetod
Shakespems-e's description of
Bardolph's nose.

We read in the trowactsso of
Capeydumgen, that in 1692, 8 wvoman of
the lower class, who for threr yoars
had uned sgritaames Bquors to such excess that
she would take no other astshamsnt, havew sat
down one evaewy on a straw char to slesp, was
corvuascd i the night time, 30 that ext morning
no part of her was found but the skudl, and the
extreme jants of the fawpers; all the rest of her
body, says Jacobocus, wes resheced to eshea

The fallowey extract of the memair of Biandhey, is
taken from the Arwaial Register for 1763. The Canteass
Covedis Bad, of the town of Cemaena, aged 62, en joyed
a good state of health. One evening, having experenced
a sort of drowsness, she retsed to bed, and her maid
ramarexd with her tR she foll askaop. Next morning when
the girl entered to awaken her mistress, she found
nothing but her remairs, in a most horrid conditan.

At the distance of fousr feet from the bed was a
heap of ashes, in which could be distingished legs and
arms untauched Betwean the legs lay the haad the
brain of which, togethes with half the posterior part of
the crariusm, and the whole chin, had been corcuwned,
three fongers were found in the state of a coat the rest
of the body was reduced to ashes, and crtained no ol
the tallow of two candles was melted on a tabie, but the
wicks still remared, and the feet of the cadiesticks
were covesad with a certain moisture. The bed was not
danaged, the bed clothes and cover @l were raised up
and thrown on one side, as is the case when a person
gets up. The furniture and tapestry were avered with
a maist kind of soot, of the colausr of ashes, which had
penetrated into the drawers and dirtied the nen. This
soot having been arnveyed to a reighbtaswy kitchen,
adhered to the walls and the utensi=. A piece of bread in
the augpboad was covered with it. and no dog would

SPONTANEOUS
COMBUSTION:

a nineteenth
century view

touch it. The infectious odows had been crwascatad
to other apartmests The Arsnial Ragister states, that
the Cousvtens Cepamna was accustomed to bathe her
body in canphorated spirit of wine.

An instance of the ke kind is greaerved in the
same wart, in a letter of Mr. Wimer, susgmse- "Wy
Chues, aged fifty, was much addicted to intoxication Her
propssity to this vice had noreased after the death
of her fusbawd which happead a yaar and a half
before; for about a yoar, acercedy a day had paased in
the course of which she did not drink at least half a pnt
of rum or sviserd water. Her haadth gracualby decired,
and sbout the begswey of Februory, she was attacked
by the jasufire, and confined to her bed Though she
was srwapabde of much action, and not in a arwftan to
wurk, she stll contiwsed her old habit of dreking every
day, and smuxking a pipe of tobacco The bed in which she
lay, stood parallel to the ey of the apartment; the
distace from it was about twee fest. On Satusrday, the
Ist of March, she fell on the floar, and her extreme
weakress having prevented her fram getting up, she
ronasred in that state tll some one entered and put her
to bed The falioweyg night she wished to be left alone; a
waman quitted her at half past eleven, and, according
to custom, shut the door and locked it. She had put on
the fire two large piece=s of coal, and placed a ight in a
eandiestick an a chai, at the haad of the bed At half
after five in the moving. 8 amoke was seen isswuing
themugh the widow, and the door being speedingly
broke open, some flanes which were in the room were

Between the bed and the dwewwey, were found
the renascs of the unfortumate Chues; one leg and a
thigh were still entire, but there renarexd nothing of
the skin, the muscies, and the viscera The bhares of the
crarasn, the braast, the spine, and the upper
extrowtans, wore entsaly calcined, and coverad with a
whitish ef flo=scw=e The peocple were much suspreed
that the furvétise had sustained so ittle injury. The
side of the bed wiich was next to the derewy, had
suffered the most; the wood of it was slightly bunt,
but the feather bed, the clothes and covervg. were
safe. | entered the apartment about




two hoss after it had been apored, and adbmerved that
the walls and every thing in it were blackeredt, that it
was filmd with a very dsay-eaatde vapxs but that
nothing except the body exhibited any strong traces of
fire.®

This instance has great ssrdarity to that related
by Vicq PAzyr, in the Encyciopedioe M-t/ulipe, undor
the head "Pathulgic Anatamy of Man®" A waman about
S0 years of age, who swhiged to excess n sprtumas
Squors, and got drunk every day befare she went to bed,
was found entirely basnt and redhced to ashea Same of
the cssems parts anly wers left, but the fuvithiee of
the aportmet had suffered very ittle denage. Vicq
d'Azyr, instead of disbelieving this phenomenon, adds,
that thesre have bean many other instances of the ke
kind.

The trasactirs of the Royal Society of Landon
present also an instance of husnan camiasstion no less
extraordnery. it was mentioned at the time it hqppered
in al the jounals; it was then attested by a great
rusmbher of eye-wit/esses, and tecame the sub ject of a
gresat many learved discussions. Three accounts of this
event, by dif ferent authars, al nearly coicide. The fact
is related as falows: "Grace Pitt, the wife of a
fishmonger of the parish of St. Gameott, Ipswich, aged
about 60, had contracted a habit, which she contiued
for several yeas, of caning down every night fram her
bed-room, half dreased, to amoke 8 pipe. On the night of
the Sth of Aprd, 1744, she got up from bed as usual Her
daughter, who slept with her, did not perceive sha was
ahsent tll next moming when she awoke, soon after
which she put on ber clothes, and gairrg down into the
kitchen, found her mother stretched out on the right
side, with her head near the grate; the body exterwded on
the hearth, with the legs on the floor, (which was of deal,
) having the appearance of a log of wond, areusred by a
the girl ran in great haste and pasad over her mother's
body same water, cotaned in two large vesseds in
arder to extigish the fire; whie the foetid odas and
smoke which exhaled from the body, alomast suffocated
same of the reighbmss who had hastened to the gaf's
assstace The trunk was, in same meause, ncrerated,
and ressmbied a heap of coals covered with white ashes.
The head, the ams, the lags, and the thighs, had also
porticipoted in the buming. This woman, it is sald, had
drunk a large quantity of sgiitums Bquor in
arssquence of being over joyed to hear that ane of her
daughters had retusned from Glraltar. These was o
fire in the grate, and the candle had bumnt entirely out in
the candiestick, which was diose to her. Besides, there
were foud rear the arsusred body, the dothes of a
chid and a paper skreen, which had sustared no injury
by the fire. The dress of this wonan arsisted of a
cotton gown

Le Cat, in a manwir on spontaens asrmig mentarns
several other instances of condtastion of the husman

the hearth in bor WRcten. A part of the head only, with a
partam of the lower extravtes and a few of the
vartabras, had escaped comiastion A foot and a half of
the flooring, wwder the body, had bean crcustexd, but a
kneading-traugh and a powdering tub, which were very
nas the body, sustaired no injury. M Qvitesn, a
susgeon, exardwd the remais of the body with every
judicial formality. Jean Milet, the hausband, being
wwsvagated by the judges who st uted the nquiry
into the affair, declared, that about eight in the everey
on the 1Sth of Fetruary, he had retared to rest with his
wife, who not being abla to sieep, had gona into the
kitchen, where he thaagivt she was warmirng hersedf;
that, having f allen asleep, he was awakened about two
o'dock with an infectios odousr, and that havig run to
the kitchen, he fourd the remairs of his wife in the
state desoded in the report of the physiciars and
susgans. The judges havig no susgicaon of the real
cause of this event, prmentead the af fair with the
utmost digewe it was very unfortunate for Millet that
he had a hardsome sarvant maid, for nether his probsty

It was very unfortunate for
Millet that he had a handsome
servant-maid for neither his
probity nor innocence was
able to save him from the
suspicion of having got rid of
his wife

nor ITOCESTTE was able to save him from the susgicaon
of haveg got rid of his wife by a corceted plot, and of
having arranged the rest of the caasnstances in sach
a marwer as to give the appear ance of an accident. He
experienced, therefare, the whole severity of the law;
and though, by an appeal to a siperor and very
enfightened court, which @scrvered the cause of the
conhastion, he came of f victoraars, he suffered so
much from _ of mird, that he was abliged to
pass the remainder of his melachady days in an hosgital
The mubtphsty and unif amity of thesa facts,

- which acasved in dif ferent pla=, and were attested

by 30 marry enlightenved men, carry with them cowictasy
they have such a relatan to each other, we are nclired
to ascte them to the same cace Ist. The poaoo
who expreswr] the effects of this cantastion, had
for a long time made immoderate use of sgitumas
quars. 2nd. The comtaction took place andy in wamen,
¥rd These wamen were far advanced in ife. 4th. Their
bodiers did not take fire spontaemcly, but were bt
by accident. Sth. The extrewtin, sudch as the feet and

body. ‘Havirg,® says he, “spert several months at Rheivs, hands, were spared by the fire. 6th. Water sametimes,

in the years 1724, and 1725, | lodged at the house of Seas
Milct, whase wife got staxicated every day. The
dovestic ecmuany of the famly was managed by a
pretty yoursg girl, which | must not omit to remart, in
arder that all the drasrotarces which acosnporded the
fact | am about to relste, may be better wetsatomd
This waman was fand crauwsvad an the 20th of
Fabrusry 172, at the distance of a foot aud a half from

instead of extsgasheyg the flanes which procesdead
fram the parts on fire, gave them mare activity. 7th.
The fire did very kttle damag= and of ten spared the
codnstible ob jects, which were in cantact with the
tasneon body at the st when it wes tasviing, 6th
The crdasstion of the budies left a resirhasn of fat
fostid ashem, with an wctianm, stinking, and vary
poretrating soot.

Anyone who
reads tbhis
book today
will
certainly be
grateful for
the National
Health
Service.
These days
we do not
expect to
bave
mercury
prescribed
for
indigestion;
nor do we
expect to
be bled
with
leeches or
bave
purgatives
or clysters
(enemas)
administered
for
practically
any illness
you can
think of!
There is
some
fascinating
material in
this volume,
but I think
our readers
will
consider
this item
most
relevant to
their
ioterests.




DELUSIONS
Manfred Cassirer

TN ELUSION says the COD, is a process that
or’; a false snpreasawy or an unfaswded

 ‘opinion’. There is a distinct ferfing of malaise
i about the corcept. So what about Tsions’,
with which they are often confasdkad? Thene are
suppmaed to have an uderiyg phyacal stimuhs,
though the dictanary suggests that here also
‘deception’ of same kind, if not the very same deAnive
proczas, may be at work. At the very least mions
trigger off a false befisf regarding the natise of the
ob ject perceived.

Ecstatics and mystics. who are prore to such
afleged deviations from sanity have not always been
good news for the Cwsch the more sgectands
antics of saints who inssted on disngptive activites
e flying about dusvg Dvine sarvice were frowned
upan rether than ancouraged by ther supotora: the
whole bhmsess was more embarrasssm than edifying.
A grunial aspect of the scenaro was one of doubt,
since there was a strong suogicion in the miswds of
theddngiss of diaboic rnwvahveret. Wel might the
the poor judge was expexctad to "d@stiwpésh between
the visian and reafity”. At a psychalbgral leved,
scholars were aware that one could aasiy be trickad
by hysterics and moasvtahada Joaeph of Copertio
(whom we have previously discussed in AMfsgoraiy 28,
Jruary 1988) was as above suspicion as was,
grovertia®y, Canna’s wife. As an accredited cadidats
for cawestin he could be examed for floating
aboust the chair (even if looked on askwe by the
verges), wharean Magdatsw Grucia of Cardova riaing
above her station - in an all too iteral sace - narrowly
escaped the stake (1)

Mantal balsce is not rcomstence with
peoples in extrane cases they may turn out to be as
same colar, and phantasmal sights can be triggered
of f by dbsase processes. They are uaually the
vaarery's ‘privete property’, but same (e.g. at Fatima)

are shared the exchmveress of UFO abductions is
fandiar grousd Historcally witches feit Uvestered
by derumee apparitiro to which third parties (ke
their judges) were raeraible. Remy did not consider
this a good reason for dishedef since they wadd still
comgpdain of demonic af fliction when on the point of
being burnt.2) But Remy dened that they coudd raise
the dead, who only ggpearedto be dived)

in post-maxdfioval Ewgand and Avesica ‘Spectral
evidence’ was the judicial ech-pin in trials for
sarcery. it was twofaid aeither evidance that the
anoed had actually bean seen at the abrimciew or
‘witches Sabbath; or evideaxe of scnewe having
appeared in spectral form to do ham, usually in the
qusse of an animal-ahaped Imp. If in tusnan Geress it
recalls the ‘phantmss of the iving’ of psychical
resamch, but with the additaral element of malice
afarethoaght - an dament of goreitotad cone rare
n modesn acrants Entranced and posaessed, the

contradictary testimony that the supposes culpsit
had been seen at the strianiae whie asieep at homel It
was conflicting eviderws of this kind that gave rise to
miagivigs on the part of the judicary.

To fuel the canfusion it was feared that the
wntiring Agenit of all that dismays and méslaads honest
men anvd waresn could with his brithess asviyg
fabricate a ‘sudphwvas’ spgesostioon by the
tamporary cresation of a cowewy lay-figusre defying
detexction At the most previtive leval of decoption
that rotormao servant of the Lower Region, the
carwvy (sabal Gowdie, put a bramse into her con jugal bed
to take her place whist she was absent slsewhere!
Such infantie tricks defighted the sinpie, but evaked
dernion in more sophisticatad quartars. Avom the
outward form was aausvexd not only by her guardian
angel but on saveral accamaye by the devil™(4)
increase Mather would have it that "The devi makes
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witches to dream strange dreams of themsehes and
others”. This is not a far cry from Lewis Carolfs Red
Queen, nor indeed (shorn of its mythologeal trappings)
from Schrenck-Notzing's 'extsoraed dreams’ by which
his physical medasts brought into temporary existence
phantom figures more or less tangble

On the debit side it was argued that the whole
sorry business be danvssed with costs as a dehrsion
and confabulation. Thus the good and twsmane Bishap
Hutchirson asvwplarend of folk being tricked by an
‘nternal mage’ devaid of ob jective existence: a theory
to please Tyred, the great chamgion of the non-
physicality of appatira had he ever deived into the
murky waters of witchcraft.

One sabent pont at ssues was as usual a
thexhugral one: whether the Alnighty would permit the
quitiess to be ‘framed’; and much of the axcident
discussion is pertinent to the quest for the physical
component of phantom figures, whether manifesting as
spontaneous phenomena - in which case the data do not
favowr it - or of the enbudied entities of yesterday’s
seance-room for matenaiisation, where the evidence
points in that direction(S) An Eizabethan narrative
dustrates some of the problems of our main thema.

Sace there had been a sares of crimas in a
certain house defying explanation, a night-vigl was kept.
In the earty howrs of the morning a revered matron’,
the ‘most noble lady of the towry was prevented in the
nick of time from musdorem a cradied infant. There was
no question of mistakan identity. in view of her status
this could dearty be nane other than a cass of
rprsanatarx a diabolic trick to enplicate an svuxent
partyd&)

Anglo-Saxan victims of witchcraft seem avwyway
to have quite a flair for identifying phastasvageca
sanudacra during hysterical seinsen, and in naming their
physical castterparts even when biindfolded. they knew
‘all about’ ther supposed torwestars, but Hitchirman
questionad the pafly of such eviderws, which he
disminsed as the ‘fantastic otasrs’ and ‘sickly
visitations’ of ‘crack-bramed girls who left the Tes of
innocent men naked withoast defence.’

Notwithstandig the steady decine of befief in
demonology in the course of the eighteenth century (7)
there were even half-way old-f ashawed scientists ke
Jean Pontas who “could not wholly cast aside the
authority of the past.”(8)

In as far as hafucinations and deAsinns were
atrovdeigend, they were aroadsad to be
supanatus-ally induced rather than as natural states of
temporary psychodogeal abarration

The Restoration scholar and writer Joseph
Qami still chng to a false dichotomy of ‘ghosts’ as
either the shades of the dead Ge. revanants) or the
deceits of a Wufoaus demon’, and some of the
statsresits to the carts cawwt fal to raise a wry
smie at the experae of the sanpls infarmant, no doubt
atig in good faith. One such saw a lock of wool
thraugh a cottage window and identified it as ‘white and
black imps’ - no lmmgheg matter as far as the rhabitat
of that cottage was concerned.(9) Still, there is aways
the asious episode relating to that archetypal witch
Bridget Bishop, a maficimsrs and terrifying crone who
practised the Black Arts. Richard Caman testified that
she, togather with another, had invaded his bed-
chamber. Caman was in bed with his wife and, since a
Bght was busving, presusnably still awake. These two

uninvited and uninviting spectres made themsetes
avadable for a repeat perfomarce the next night when,
as in the case of an ardinary haunting the poor man
was almost thrown out of bed. A relative of his then
joined the fun to abserve at first hand. Not, it is true,
without some verbal suggestion the newcamer was
strangely af fected and suffered a spell of aghasia. the
fact that the experience was shared (there was still
another witness) reinforces the validity of the ‘
attrduted to sinister causes10)

The phenomenal aspects of this accant are
worth caomitsvyg, Except in hasnted houses or places,
apparitass are usually seen once only, and to be
favased with the sight of more than one phantom at
any time is rare autside the UF O-related encoumter.
The SPR Caeuss of Haflucinations of 1894 conchxdes
that where there are two or more persons present,
about one third share the experience - with the
suprasy proviso that the vision is most probably an
dmsion nspirad by a ‘reaf ob ject.(l1) The srwredfiate
stimuhs may be, it was thought, either mental
suggestion or verbal suggestion. The nwestigators
f avaared sevstal/suggestion on the grausds that there
is experimentalevidence for telepathically praduced

——

"A malicims emta'rlfylng crune
practised the Black Arts..."

In a recant study by Green and McCrexsy, apparitios
show accasional dvesrgeree with regard to the ‘ob ject’
in view. This also, as we shall presantly see, happowd in
the case of Joseph Badey and his wite, whose psychic
demuner features, ars wethelens nstructive. On theer
way to Boston, Maas,, the cauple appraachexd the
resideyee of one John Procter, then in prison on a
charge of witchcraft, whan Badey catches sight of the
said Procter (or his double?) laoking out of the window
and Mrs Procter standiyg in the doorway. However, all
Mrs Badey sees is "a ittle maid at the door”. Stll em
radts the husband comes across an unidentified female,
again swisdide to his spase

Harsen rightly insists on the quality of the
eviderwr, appaatly given in all good faith, with due
dscoepsc. Were it not for the hah s stai?)
figuere of the girl seen by Mrs Badey her tumbeards
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NOTZING, A. v.
Phenomena of
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Kegan Paul,

adovtusre in the parawwmal could be atUiasted to a
marbid candition, of which there is same Indicstion in
the narrative. Of carse his fahse to sae the gl Gf
peaption. The spectral woman who approaches him
later tass into a cow; a trawmagrification that
agrees with seventamnth centusry - but much leas with
presst day - befef stnctusres Even so, simiar things
are alleged to happen doser to aur own times. In an
SPR accoasvt Mr Jotn Barvett is anared by a sheep-ike
crestuste evaporating before his very eyes in bright
susliight. Elsewhere ane hears of a calf with giowayg
eyes that simply fades away ke an old adldier, and of &
canine looking beast turning into a black donkey(12) in
1853 a most wworthadax white rabbit was seenin the
West Country. Ghven an unkind kick it prudently
demateniaised at the dmbie, but “the old woman who
was susperted was laid up i bed for three days
afterwards unable to wak abost."(13)

The African explorer Harry B. Wright was fairly
sure that he had witresses heaweapy (14) Earer
Mir andola had defied popular opinion by disbelieving in
something so patently ahsisd, just as Remy was to
disown expressits of mythomada ke retarophoss
of man into walf (Wright's had svaived leopasds). But
whereas Mir axdils owbaged "deceits of the devP,
Remy explicitly dsaaswrd helish “sermary dehesion and
glovaoas” Bable to "dongpt human perception” to the
point at which men were sure that they had actually
seen and heard what was psely mnagna-y.

In the wtomao Ao AdSoww the
asthars doaasce the heresy’ that “the magnation of
same men is so vivid that they actualy see figpses and
thoughts, and then they are befieved to be appaitoos
of evl spirits or even spertres of witche=" Experience
shows that visoro of this kind are
generated and scholars ke S&= Thomas Browne (1605
82) realized that those most eager to see them are by
and iage the lkeast ely to do so (1S] just as the

aénguidey) skvpinton who tries to attroct Setar's
attention is abnost bound to be stusxessful On the
other hard, the Fisnd has an unpleasant habit of
farding hinself on the good and saintly by bxhacing
horvid shapes and rightmares on their virginal field of
visin{1615quire Morpenson can be quotad as an
exangin. A man of wright character he became the
rvuxrent victim of an exasgeratingly tedious gesst who
played Unhcky tricks’ an him and his famdy (17) Doors
opoexd of their own accord “with a noise as if half a
dozen had came in and preased who ahodd came in
frst, and wak ahaut the hase " This rvsubstantial
cavaicade, snpecepthie to sight, one might be ncfired
to divmiss as an auditory aberration foisted by a
persistent syndrome of parsomal Inpressors, were |
it not that at another tame the same haseshald was
af ficted by a reguiar invasion of half-seen phantams
corsisting of “a great Body with two gl Eyes,
which for somc tane ware foed (upon a servant), and
at last disappesef, evikently to everyore's
carsiderable refief.

If this is croiksed too weird, then what are
we to make of Cotton Mather's spectral jig one
CGwistmas Day? A patient of his, Mercy Shart, is said
to have been taken unawares by a compsty or troop
of sprits who "said that they were gaing to have a
dawe ad swnefistaly those who were atterwdig her
most plardy heard and felt a dowe as of bare-foot
people upan the floor, wherenf they are ready to
make aath before any lawful asthority.”(18)

it is cdear from Mather's additional note that he
is not just teling a tall story. In fact there is a dose
paralel from modesn times. 19 Together with samidar
strange but wel-attested material it suggests a
dmincshig ne of demarcation between debsions and
sl cnstioow on the ane hand and a mare ob jective
and targld mystery on the other. This borderiine
cesment, hard to embrace even within the semi-
miracdoars realm of the paraowmal is ane whech, nmy
opeion it would be artitrary to reject out of hand

Continued from Page One

The data provided by UFO reports

of sasteming up 50 years of the UFO
controvessy and trying to place it in an

possiility that the extraterrestrial
hypothesis ETH) may be true R is also
domorotrated by the recatrent slbown

and awestigations of them contain much
that wadd be useful to scence, but
potantial resescters abvimoly regard
them as being tanted by the notorety
attached to ufology. The extraction of
useful nfarmstan from the data is thurs
very aquch in the hands of anatass, or

qualfied scentists warting rdepeydently,

such as Dr Tererwce Meaden, who s
deveipgig his vortex theory to acoant
for the crop crches.

This activity, by idrperdat
warkers, usig inf omation gatherel by
ufdiogists to further ther own specialist
studiens, is Ekely to increase during the
nineties. | think it will also be acorwpareed
by arwther development. in 1997 the SOth
avearaory of Kaoveth Arokfs sighteg
wilbe celetysted This event wlll bspie
some enthusiasts to embark on the wark

questions to be asked We know how
ufaingy, in more or less its present form,
began, but whot has sustained it for such
a long time? Why do peaple want to believe
that we are being watched by
extretovotrial mtdigrae? it a
substitute for arwetaonal refigon, as
sgrituaficm was to same extent dusng the
lote rireteoTth and carly tworticth
covusries? To what extent is ufalogy
mabvtared by serwatingd popadar
jasnafam?

The survival of ufalogy as a
and ageaudston has always depended on a
widesgread belief that the UFOs are
taigrex. Thet mavy poopis fool Uw
need to befieve this Is attested by the
success of books which merddy hint at the

to avyone who undertakes a gitcal
evahiation of the evikrwe presevted The
main teat to the ETH, though, cames
from those critics who have actually
studied the sub ject, paople who do not
waste their time denafinhirg stares which
few ufdlogists have ever befieved awyway.

it sewures to me that ufalogy n more
or ks its preaot form will last at keast
unti the end of the covtury, as most
adherents of the ETH are not suscaptible
to reason, heving amotiow needs which
can be to samne extent satisfied by
enthasing oves UFO reports. They will,
however, find Ytermdves rcreaningly
salsted from the mainstream of the
anomalies.
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11'18 quest f or the miraculous and

a'-nrrigu—hh—-&‘ua‘hnm
Mlrrite Adventist movement in the 1830"s
prociaimed the retisw of Owist in 1843 and
sprand its message thvough small s adtins
via itinerant preathers. When the allicvams faled
to arrive the resultowy schizsms in the movement
Wtimataly lod to the origsws of Adwvael's
Witresses, Seventh Day Adventists and the
whole adtise of Aasvwan foviassntalinm. At
able to draw on the shamanic traftions of the
bufivrs for part of its amperation At & more
musviae level, i seasll-town Americe well ito
this century, the revivalist meeting, frequently
led by a figure as much a shaman as a preacher,
was a common dveraan from everydsy Bfe. As
also was the figure of the ‘medicine dummer’,
aamytafsey) i the stores of Mat Twan and the
fims of W. C. Finids, viume claass of mir-acudoas
powers for his cixrs waidd only be taken
sericusly by the gudible, but who cadd slweys be
refiod ypan for a good ahow.

However the greast revival of the quest for
the sagevnwastasral in modern America began as
pari of Uwe rizies armier-cuiuss; it had
several dif ferent aasmyesits. in the netesnth
Cmtisry US sgritusie, Be its Britah
castorped, hod rafical ovortoren, and
overinpper with the suffragette and anti-sisvery
movements, and was saan by some of its
adherents as a progressive camd abie to give
positive and scentific answers to questions
formerly orestherd in sagewstition (1) They thus
saw it as able to give a new synthesis of relagem
and sciexwe, and to unify lamanity. By contrast
the ‘sixtirs revival of astrology and a wude
varicty of aamfier befrfs woes part of a revait
agastst ideas of scentific and material progres

By the mid 1970’s the ’'sixties counter-
cadtisre had avveed itself ocut. But the end of the

SANME OLD STORY

A book review by
Roger Sandell

Vietnas War, which had sparted this eovemt,
did not mark a retasn to Ammwcan salf-
canfumws. The political right procisimed that US
power was in decie and calied for a aciesr
arws nddop This cimste, and the new Cold War
of the early 'cightam, sew a revival of

- belefs. The Soviet Ureon
was the Atardeest, and the Cold War was the

Rexfow Aot Alecwssariy the Mew Age, a
colderction of easays on the body of beliof s nked
together under the heading New Age (acnaovess’ in
madesn Aves~ca, one might think at first that the wheel
has come ful cide, and the 'sixtics counter-attusre has
approit than real Soties fringe bebefs were part of a
adture deliberately distanced from the Amecan
manstrean the tefievers in apocatyptic Gwistianity (as
distinct from those exploiting it for poftical or financial
erwds) remain degrapor-tarentety elderly and lower
Teome, whereas the befevers in the collection of deas
gragpsd tagaties as New Age (eacoaserns’
(heceforth NAC) are in many caaes wealthy and
successful ‘Chaveling’ of past ives is codacted at
seminars where entrance feec may be $100 phec. Now
glossy, exprrsive mapazves peddie NAC So what,
precisely, is gaing on?

First of all, the end of the aecorwd Cold War
sears to have kemsened the asfiowr for propheces of
doam, whether from the Bible or Nostradsvwe, and more
boevakstt supeTbatural bolef s have taken ther places.
Secondly, in a perod of apparent exxxvomic boam and
what Tom Walfe has called "the Me Decade”. NAC
represevts an incorporation of sipenatural bebefs
into a asture of seif sprovarent (another recisving
theme of US kfe since the days of Dale Cavege). Thus,
the New Age books of Shirley Mackaie svply that ber
success as a fim star vindicates the beliefs, and more
recent articies on Uri Geller offer as proof of his
authenticity not scentific tests. but his alleged

“Not
Necessarily
the New
Age”
published by
Prometheus
Books at
£15.95.
Prometheus
books are
distributed
in the U.K.
by Michael
Hutchinson
ot 10
Crescent
View,
Loughton,
Essex.
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| assaciotion with ma jor captalint These

| aspects of NAC are wed indicated by the book's essay
| on The Airplane Game, a chain letter type scam wwmual
only in evvahvig large sums of money and face to face
contact, which has been promoted in the US in the last
few years by same NAC figures under such guises as
“praspgerity areciacvess warkshop”.

The book’ pubfisher and several of its
contrinstars are assaciated with Skeptical Emperer and
CSICOP, 30 there are several emaays which factually
examine varivus New Age claima. Resxcamation is
exavnwd n two essays that examine both Hypnotic
regresamy evidoe for reswamnation and the
phdasaphical s ganents - the latter coverig some of
N an earfer Mupyin(2)

Philip Klass gives a suwnary of the contents of
his recent book examrewy UFO abxhaction clasma. The
redstazomiip bet woen such claims and the New Age

| movemest seems rather prabd=matic. They have been
channeller
| tabar atory rats, rather than besevolot teaches=.
| However some percipents seem to fink their abductions
| with a crwrverion to New Age type beliefs (exanpks
| nchude John Day of the British Avaded case, and Whitley

aasrd for rather longer than NAC, and postulate

Strieber). The way the two seem to be moving together
is indicated by the recent book on abductire by
Chrstine Fiore which nchades a personal questioware
| to help dscover if the reader is an sbwhctes, and New
| Age type advice one how to get in touch with anes
satmyscms to gain further details.
‘ The British parapsychokagst Dr Susan At wre
| look> at res—~desth and out-of -the-body experiences.
| She suggests that the ‘tunef conwnordy reported in
| these experiences is the resadt of reakdowes and
| randam activity in the percipient’s visual cortex, and
| she describes some ways in which this hypotheais might
be tested She also refers to clams that near-death
experiences regrenott a refvig of the birth trauma,
and states that her research has found no differences
in NDE’s reported by those who had been born by
Cemoriomy section from those who had undergone a
normal birth. As requiar readers will remember, this is
the opposite of what Dr Alvin Law=an has clasved in the
case of abduction reporta(l)

Martin Gardres’s covtsdastion looks at the New
Age befiafs of Sharley Marciarw, in particdar her inks
with va-mass ‘channelers’. it seerrs that tobe a
charveder it is necssary merely to stwt ones eyes and
avensce a serias of platitudes and fringe sciencs
proascETeEts in sutably achaic lsguage and a sdlly
vaice, while clainiy to be a departed speit. Notably the
ma jority of channelers prefer to sumvronp farmer
renidervts of Atlasttis or Lavasia (usually pictased in a
maner revwscst of /He-Abw and the Masters of the
Universa)rather than paople who may have fvead at any
historcal period for which it wouldd be prsible to check
facts! This is hardly uspringy if Shirley Maciaire’s claim
to be the rescsnation of a jester tedwadad for tafing

| mproper jokes at the court of Louis XV is a typical

example of New Age historical bwnwedge For the
record jesters had long been extinct in Eusopean

| courts by the mid cightestth century; it is hard to
| magine the dissohste Louis XV ob jecting to improper
| jokes; monarchee France had by this time a highly

| dev<inped legal code and its monerchs did not just

execute at wilk beheadig was a msvalument rese~ved
for the aristocracy, everyone eise would have been
harged)

Chawveling is an excefent example of the way
New Age claims generally seem very resistant to
factual analysis. This gracess can also be seen in the
chapter comminting of an intaview with Brad Steger.,
now it seems a New Age spnkemger=on, who
caragnmsly refuses to be pined down an what, if
contents of some of his books blames their content on
thoses fiandish swfvichuals the mbfishers who, as
Absgrweiy resdes—s will know from other exchowes, farce
enwocent reaesJdwrs to put ther nares to things
them money.

However, the vagueress of New Age besefs is
prabably part of their appesl Same of them, such a
reftation tecdviques and varoass Oriosvtal systems of
exerdise, prabably do give peysanal benefit to those
who practise them None of tham are the sorts of
systems that challenge balievers to re-aasess and
totaly alter ther fves. instead they are in the nature
of acremsgres wheraby a suare=sful but less than
fulfdling ifestyle may be spiced up. In this respect NAC
semms to fit in weld with the deas of those cutusral
theorsts who argue that we are in an age of
‘pos traxdsveam’ i which ‘grand narratives’ Ge.
systems such as Maxiam that offer lage—scale
expla st of the warld, and a dear identity to thase
who accept them) are collamig and being replaced by
a climate in which custise becomes a matter of
‘pick’n’mix’ in which paopie detarwee their wentity by
g different idevtities from a variety of beflefs
and ifestylea

One aspert that | wauld e to have seen
considered in this book is the inter action between NAC
and Christian fudsmetaism One of the main iegacies
of the Asvescan fudsrertsfint rensmsswe has been a
moral parsc against ‘satarisat, one which thanks to the
contwed efforts of some clergy, the tabloid press and
befaefs have in many cases run fou of this moral panic,
but one susgects that in many cases the gap between
the two is not hard and fast. Thus Presidesvt Reanan
has at different times both erdorsed befef in the
reaTens of Armageddon, and sought astrdlogics)
advice. Sandaty, the prophecies of Jsan Dixon, ke the
earfor Edgar Cayce, show the infhence of both ocoudt
befefs and apocalyptic fudamentaiam Same Amecan
sales mativation lertisers have taken on the styie and
form of the revivalist preacher.

The book’s most curious 2ssay is one entithed
Adew Age £conomics axeistang of an ill-tempered rant
arquirg that NAC is a ma jor enemy of virtuus
Arerica free-enterprise capitaism In fact there is
ittle evadercn of any such pofitical overtares to the
New Age. Same NAC writars in Britain have finked it to
Green pafitics, but the NAC upsurge in Amesica has
practuaced Gttle sign of a crreagordig Grean
aEociacsena, while several Eusopean nations that
have had Green upswsges have ittle in the way of any
rise of New Age beliefs. The way Btish NAC retains
samethayg of its Mbveraive 1960°s edge (a3 evdence
by the awual Stonehenge confrontation) seems to be
unique. For muxdsn Amarica the shaman is now a yuppm.
L N T TR
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LETTERS

Dear Editor

In his reply to my letter UMagerai> 35),
Martin Kot tmeyer betrays his contiwing
pschant for armchas pontificating, by
preawsmiyg he knows everything about me,
with no indication of any asiosity to find
out any mare. (Peter Rogerson starts out
plays the old game of putting wards into my
mauth that | never said He credits me with
seysm that "no other abductee has
nightmares”. If Mr Kottmeyer wil tumn to
my ietter on page 10 of Afaprraib 33 he will
see that | merely dasved that "l do not
have nightmares”, a much mider statement.
| do indeed know some abductees who have
is not in itself nearty enough to establish
the preserce of the boundary-deficit
syndrome as deaoribed by Kottmever. |

would not judge any of the atwhctees
known to me as suffering from this
cordition. Nor do | nterpret the resudts
obtaned by Siater, Jacobs or Hopkie as
suppartay the conchman that the people
they stusfiad recexsady sufferad fram
baswisy~deficit syndrome, or were
fantasy prone, or anythirg eise of the sort.
To the cantrary, | shoudd paint out that
Kevmneth Ring has just oauwed his report on
his study of UFO abductees and NDE
experents in which he conchades that
there was no evideoxce at all that either
group conaisted of fantasy-proe
personabters.

ABen hyrek used to refer to the Biue
Book theruam, "1t can’t be, therefore it
isn’t”. | wonder if we have samething samiar
goig on here. Obviamly abdictions carr't
be real, therefore all such reparts must be
fantasies!

in contrast, Mr Kottmeyer's article
Entirely Unprafsgmef | found to be a
very stamidating study with a great deal of
teresting mateial Neverthedess |
suspect that in the final analysis all he has
proven is that the percepton of any totally
unf amiiar phenomenon is ecessardy
fitered through the distorting effects of
aftisral predicgosit o | have been aware
of this problem for a long time, but have
never found an adequate sokstion.

In fact, if | dare to do sg, | might
speaudste that there could be a real
chicken-and-em problem here. Some artists,
writers, etc. give me the snpressaon that
they are trysy to cope with auppresad
aben trauma thvough there work. This could
even be the case with same of the fims
cited by Kottmeyer. One exampie comes
very vividly to my mind. The last anr-board
eanter that | crecm sl rerembe-
dates back to Jamwry 1950, when | was B
yasrs old A lttle over three years later-
the fim nvaby—s from Mays was released,
and | went to see it. The dotaiad
appearance of the creatuses, etc, was not
at all famiiar to me. but the thame of
enplant s in my bead most certaindy wast For
a whie | was terrifyed that the fim might
sspire others to reafize that sanetiog
very samiar had happened to me. (Armchai-
psychoanalysts may make of this whatever
they will)

As for Dermi> Staings’ piece, the
accusations made aganst “‘Wel-Krown
Abductiorust’ are indeed disturting.
provided the interpretations put on his
behavims by Relable Soce’ are really
correct. | woudd ke to see WKA defend
tenaedf before accepting all of these
ruTaars, however. And again, if | dare do so,
| may suggest that WKA might be right
about some thing anyway! At face value his
waming that abductees shadd hesitate to
have chidren sausuds outragem:<. But |
know personally of more than one case

where agnificant damage might have been
averted if only some such warning had been
recriver) in time. ( do not dare go into
detals) Whether the reasan be ‘geretic
experiments don eon them by aliens’ or
somwtheyg else | don’t know.

| will leave a detaided rebuttal of
Stlings’ paper up to tddie Bulard harseSf,
who, | am sure, will come adirahly to his
own deferce. But | would ke to raise one
further pont. Stlings give an example of a
sentarce certmsd in a bar, aboast the
Super Bowl, and goes into all kinds of dotais
3 Mar-tian should be able to deduce from it. |
thak that Stihgs resxds to take a lnok at
the fterature on the uniqueress of uman
language and husnan gramwnar, and bow it
differs fram anythig eise that evr evohved
upon the Earth | think it very Ekely that anvy
truly aien ntefigence would find human
grammar and largpuage, and prahably haman
totaly alien an rconpr<demée to
themselves! Further, if | dare one more time,
| might suggest that much of the bizarre
quality of the reparted alien behaviorr is
due to ther repeated, but only partialy
avcressful, efforts to make seroe of what
they have found here. Very recently,
several of us have independently came to
the same aswhoans on this point.

Sacerdly,

Daryl

Dear John

| can only cawhxde that your review
of Fare in tfre Sty was written after toc
assory an exammnation. it is an
unstructured ramhie through the evidence
withaut even coming to a sohition How can
it be definitive when it does not salve the
case? Why write a case history whan no
canvchoin can be reachad? With its bad
typing and spelig, its imperial mensusation,
its poor presentation, it hardly maintans
the stawiad set by the first case history
Gt's not even the same size).

If it was ‘meticulously resasched
(as you clasm) it would mention the type of
fim used, and the grid reference given for
the fiming point would not be in the middie
of a field! Also it would mention
arvesgedece in 8UFORA Gkt
concerning the fuel dusmpirg pracedise of
the F-11l aircraft.

| am still wvestigating this ncident
and my ‘defnitive’ crchsares will be
publisherd in due cousrse.

Yours ssceEredy

Steuart Canphedl, Edinburgh
PS: The Arnold report was not due to
‘earthiights’, the existence of which is very
doubtful It was caused by a ssirage of nme
snow-covered moasttain peaks.

]
d U

As Stexswt Camyrtwd is correcexd he knows
£ 5 >ami sty to iiwe L5 G mysiery fre




VALLFF, Jacques. Confrontations; a
scientist’s search for alen cantact
Ballarvtiw, Now York, 1990. $19.95.

After the dull cehash of Qimerrsions,
Vaflee s out all the stops with amazing
tales of UFO maytesm in South Anverica. The
book starts with Vallee’s re-examination,
fousrtesn years after the events, of the
inf amous 1966 Niteroi UFO lead-masks
double-deaths case n whech two men,
menbers of an ocoadt/UFO cult were fand
dead, for no aqpparent cauoe, on a hilltop
outside Rio de Jareso, with two curious
lead masks on the grauswd nearby. At the
time most ufologists samply put this down
as one of the odd things that people got up
to in South Amesca. You'l remember that in
the ’sixties the pages of FSR were filled
with this sort of stuff, but that gradualy it
fell from favowr as ufalogsts’ nterests
moved away from the seach for serootion
in exotic parts to the perfectly good
sensational cases that started happening
in rather more accrmable parts of the
glabe ke New Ewgland and Witshire. Vailee

also calls for a re—exavination of these

cases, and also asks ufalogists to re-apen
the books on such long-forgotton everts
as the Ubatuba magre=asn case. | carnwot
see today's ufalogists fallowew his advice
with any entiwmiaam

What Vallee shows in this book is
that the strange things did not stop
happening in South Ameica just because
the ufalngists were tied up etsewhere, and
a large part of it carmsists of Vallee's
vestigatioo of a seres of aoraotandd
UFO-related cases in nurthem Brazl in the
early ninetessv-eghties, with some
more locally in Cafornia.

The Calif avian cases are nteresting,

and show savethig of the conplexity of
the UFO experience in Ameica in recent
years, whech tends to have been

However the heart of the book is Vallee’s
first-hand vestigation of a seres of UFO
events Brazi Hore, in an area of marvy
thoasads of square mides south and east

from the mouths of the Amaron there has
been, thvuughuut the seventies and
eighties, a great rusnber of cases of
apparent ufo hostility: hunters out at night
in the heavily forested area have been
‘zapped’ by intenss hghts from strange
flying ob jects called 'chupas’ (descrided as
‘e fridges'). May of the hunters have
subsequently suffered severe ghysical
effects and in some cases have aliegedly
died as a resudt of thes exprwowe This is
alzwing stuff, and it may be very
mmpartant. t is a pity then that Valee has
chasen to drag in such fraxhdent data as
the supposed killing of the entire pomdation
of a Kertyan village in 1954, and the
ridiculous NOvw—~nic account of the
death of Joao Prestes in 1946.

The accastts of his travels in the
renote parts of Brazl are faachating, but
of what Peter Rogaraon has called the
Herr Professar’ schanl of UFO research Gn
Valles’s case perhaps Morsias le
Professms’ wouldd be more appropriaste)
and there seems some evidence that the
fanmars gane of Tet's see what we can get
the city-sécker to befieve is being played.
For one thing, Vallee seems to be unsuse of
just how remote, naive, innocent and
wwpadt the peopie of this area are - an
effect known as the Kinder Syrdrame,
after the writer of that name who
vestigated the Bily Meyer case in the
remote and prenitive backwaters of - wedl,
Seitzerizwl, actualyi. At one point Vallee
nfarms us thet: “These are people who
have never heard of Gse &mmsrters, or
of Steven Spistherq. They fish and tunt
termme they are too poar to afford the

food they need At night the caswryside is

IETTERS: from previous page

obvimussly f eels that no repor t can be
defeitive undess it reactes the same
corchoon Less dogmatic axrmsrentators
- feel that a report may be defwvtive if it
known No doubt Steuart’s ‘defevtive’
archoars will swoke somethang not a
millon mies away from mirages. Ed.

Kathryn baing trend® with the King’s
of ficer> qpparatly vutsooted. |
reported what Tomas said

As before, you asvwvents betrat a
sad lack of care and pracisin in quite
sanple matters.

Yousrs Sswerely,

Ken Webster, Doddleston, Ceshie.

Dear Sir

As regards to witchoreft in
corvectaon with Tomas Harden in my book
Vertical A, and sat=equent
correspondence in Abgorsin

We were very wel aware of the
absencs of Crown exenurtaws for
witchoraft in Hawy VIlPs Englard If the
reviewer had read the book closety he
would have noted we tried to remssuse
Tomas that his méssiwg Kathryn cowuld not
have been tasved However he later said
with same anger, that we were wrung, that
an unofficial mob action had reswuited in

Dear John

| thoaagh Eddie Budards orticle Gn
Afagrwsiy 34) was really exofent. My own
views on relsvant matters are contaned in
the Psychumacial Hypothemis’ entry of my
forthoovwewy (Wakagy 7 the [0S, the first
vahsne in the xysrpawts of Kadngy
seres.

Unfortunately, Devsnis Stacy’s article
only lonks sgressae In fact it is at best
Muperficial, and at worst wikdly minisadg -
only a sght smproverent over Peter
Rogeraon’s goofy spenidations abost fear

. of Hoporsc mTegrants Gah?) in mnodesn

Amerca as the susce of arvent strains
of ufological parswia. Peter, who | am sure
is a nice guy, mught to restrct his

Stacy has taken what at most is about haif
a chapter in a thick book (which, if it were
ever written shoudd be entitles
Extraterrestrial Sological Entities, a3 | cal
my lbong Excyctpeyl> entry on this
cawohstad matter) and treatad it as the
whols story. In the pracess he has wholly
UFO secrets are not envaived In fact the
affair, but tegires much earer in the
decade.

Davss is a friend but in this case he
does not know what he is taking abmst |
nesad to know.

Cheers, Jorome Qark, Canby, ML
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perfectly dark. The cniy high-taoion ne
runs twenty mides to the west.” Yet a few
pages later on we learmn of a UFO that was
cassy some concern by hovervg over the
diesel generator for, wait for it— the local
TV stationt Now it's posaible that Brazilan
TV arsists of nothing but educational
fado ahowa, but | wauddv't be at al
sspraed if the accaarwl Amesean soap-
opera or sciencs fiction fim wasn’t shown
from time to tare. Before | started making
patranisang stataments about what ‘these
peopie’ may or may not have head about |
would have studied the TV achediudes for
quite a long time into the past.
rcidently, northern South Ares~ea is
of course the contre of the ntonotaona
drug trade, may of whase operators fly in
choppers - or do | mean chupas? It would be
useful to them if witremaes to their fights
became so scared that they did not care to
mvestigate too clasely. Much of the njury
caned to the unfartunate huntes
carsists of skin rashes and scars of the
type which coadd be caused by aerial
spraying of clesvicais. The sort of people
who might be doing that over tropical rain
forests wouldv't want therr actiities
mvestigated too closely either. Vallee
nfarms us that the Brazkan Army has been
seen nosing araund the area Pm not
Surproad
htisfhddwta—sVdeesesnsto
the UFOs he ‘conchadems’ (aanuduasalyof
Vallee's work has a crchoamn) are a force
that have been shaww our plawt with us
for milkzwsa A force that uses and
maadstses mankind in a terrifying mawer. |
wauldv't disage» with that, except that
Valloe sexsms to think that this foarce is
samething other than ouwr own strange and
terrfying psyche. In this book he has shown
no evidarce that this is the case, althogh
he has presesvtead us with a highly readabde,
if sovetsres flawed, accoust of a great
deal of first-hand swestigation. As samere
3aid a long time ago: “From the depths of my
armchar | recommend this book.”
Joln R

FIORE, Edith. Abductions; aomx—mmters
with extraterrestrials. Sidgwick Jackson,
1989. £13.95.

Edith Fiore has previmnly written
books on hypnotic regressgre to past bves
and e>xxrcoum, and in this work she
demarstrates the extrowes which a literal
beéef n hypnotic regesson and the
nf aibility of the memories wwoveed
theretry, combirexi with a naive befef in
extratervestniala, can take even educated
people. What is prenented are reports of
seventeen Funymacs axhrtess Thes
motives for undergoing such a proceduse
seam to range from sanple arpsity and me-
toomm, through to ma jor trauma and
beyarwd The accowustts catain both standad
and non-standard motifs, and by the time
you get to Dan Dan the Statraops man, you
&rowit's all fantasy and there’s afrwstdedy
uthirg Fiore wouldv't take at face value.

A final chapter offers “you can
discover youwr own ciose st by
means of a questimwwaire. In suggesting to
the anximm and magnaised that they may
have been used as a lab rat by the
nhabitants of Magwwtrows-where, she is
suredy being totally srvenarwihde, adding to
Peter Rogperaon

ZOUSCHAN, G K; SOWMAKER, J F and WALSH,
G F (Eds) Exphewg the Paranorant;

e <parthas n bafief and exper-eyee
Priosm Press, 1989. £7.95.

This Austraian syngamasn covers a
wider range of articles than some other
books in the same vein, going into buth
sacningral and mystical reabres. Radical
befisvers and radical sceptics and vaaars
ponts in between all antrianta Bustrative
of this wile range are W J Bainbridge’s
study of the carvelatan betwaen
geogaphécal mobéty and belief in the
parawmal, and lames Stewart’s study of a
bigfoot wave in a native Ameca) conmwrassty
n North Dakota

Perhaps of particudar nterest to
Magryss reades= are Gary Groth-Movnat’s
article on Pararwsmal Phenomena and the

Near Death Experience’, and Peter Netson’s
survey of mystical visinay and remote
perception experiyxea. Though by no
means a ight read, this book contains much
of value and can be recvereswid, esparially
in view of its most reaaanabds price.

Peter Roger=an

GODDARD, Sivarry. The bhatsted Solar
System. The Star fFellowship (25 Abert Rd,
Addlestone, Surrey, KTI5 2PX] 1930

In the same way that old but much-
loved portions of our towns and cities are
derizrer Conservation Areas. or rare bards
and taads are protected by being bated a3
Erdawgyed Speces, there is | think scope
for outdated UFO theores and ufalngists to
be dexdared Sites of Historical Ufalogcal
interest. if such a scheme should be started
this sim volsne shoudd susredy be put
forward for the honowr of first nomination

it’s a delight to read; a welcome
refuge from the brashness of post-auden
ufdogymth-taabdu.:ctuugalétm
mnmm&stm
ambipsty. Wegetmanirgutyfromfnn!y
Gaida-dﬂ\epla'zbofmr:ohsystm
areinhahited, evidence to the contrary has
beean manufactured by NASA, thvough
doctoring the photographs from space
prabes. Even that meght not be necessary -
recent photographs of Earth which Javerry
exavewd showed no sy of snan
habitation, even though the part of North
Africa depicted rchderd several large
towra, It showdd not detract from this
chservation when we learn that Jawmy
studier) these photos in a magazine in an
optx:ar’awdtngroard’ﬂrebo&bt
conchudes with a glossary of the space
= guage and a song i the same tongue -
Mtlcwdaoftﬁa-“_y&llgnqo
yara abba sam_” make as much sense as
most sangs written in the last twenity
years or so (careful, Ritener, age showingl
There is no price nuted on the review copy |
was sent. but it really is priceless. |
recommend it to all Afagoyab readers. Send a
pound, that seems about right.
John Rimmer

[ GOOD, Tamothy. Ed) UFO Report 1983
Smigwick and Jacksan, 1989. £7.99.

This is a very wbadawsd
presantation of asTent ufology with a
strong bias towards what might be cafled
the ‘Gee-whiz achaol It is also ervreshex
into the sectarian poftics of ufalogy to an
extent which musst bewider outsiders. Ths
we have the Bidsal Grothers nibbish just
about everyore eise in ther review of
i vague LITS. In his review of crop arcles,
just nibbishig Terence Meaden

Much of the rest is just pedestrian.
| Cynthia Hind makes her usual pstravsyg

remarks about the blarks contrbutars
from the USSR and the &erear-Ovese
carenasvty provide clippings. Len Strigfieid
goes even further over the top and Oonald
Ware sustenaraan Guif Bresze withaut
repradcing even one of the notarous
photas - no doubt he realised they would be
fatal to his casel

It is perhaps not too cyrical to
wander if Raiph Noyes defence of the Hait
Memarandusm is not written at least sghtly
torngp e in check. As | read it the
mremDrancum provides strong evidence for
the misidentification of a distant tright
ight (ses Haendry for other examples). Less

cyrcal sous may wed find thesehes
sperdating along corsgr-atonal hes, as
was pertaps the nitent.

The book list at the end of this
vaksme is a joke, and the fist of UK jasnals
sanply ighares every joumal of mpmtacs
(Fortean Times, Northern UFO News, UFO
Brgantia, UFO Tames and, of carsa,
Magoria). While of interest to ufoklorists
and folowess of UFO group pdfitics, it does
not provids an even remotely acceptabde
treatment of the subject for the general
public and in manv places is rescueEvassly
miskeadbg.

Peter Rogerson

Printed on recycled paper by Northern Arts Publishing (0742) 368672.




16

JONES, Kedvin L. Conan Doyie and the
Spirit=. Aquarian Press, 1989. £299
Doyle’'s swahverent with the spgiritusiist
nmovestestt, and his fantastic iteratusre.
Though in the carly part of the buok same
attempt is made to disosss his comphex
character, it trads off nto a hare
narratve of events. it is dear thst Doyie, 5
lapsed Cathalic, ke marty of his generation
sought a rational religion which wodd
and the emptness of his early aduft
ratihafiom. Spirituafist perhaps also
provikx] a mechaaom for the
domestication of the psychic tevrars which
surface in much of his horvar fiction, and
which porhaps drove his father to akcohol
and the hnatic asyhsn. Was it aganst such
tevors that Doyle laswched his haro
Hobres, the beacon of paasarée> reason
and logic in a fog of savage enotars and
nameless passions.
Utamstaly it was kess Doyle’s
comnitment to sirvivaism which made him
seem fooksh, than his ncapacity to accept
the high degee of fraud in the sub ject,
and his inability to accept the possility
that his own judgement might be flawed
Peter Rageoaay

COMHEN, Darwel Encyclopedia of
Mo ters. Michael O'Mara, 1968. £11.95
COHEN, Daniel Encyclopedia of Ghosts.
Machae) OMara, 1989 11.95
RADFORD, Ken. Fise Burn. Michae! O'Mara,
198S. £11.95

The two Coben book are popdarty
written, and give brief entrios for a wide
range of phenomena within the areas they
cover. Most of the ma jor cases are here
and some of the iEas—krown ares too
(although we are sorry to see no note of

the Brentford Griffin). A repreaentative
range of UFO entities are dealt with in the
aphatwtaeady in vaous rather arbitrary
categorers - Musnanairts, Land Monsters,
Phantowo, Sea Morsters, etc. Tie acoetts
are brief, but quite cangredensie and not
wnoritical Both books are well Tastrated,
but would berefit for the addition of
‘further reading’ notes for each entry,
rather than a few pagas of a very
gerer cdirrd ' swtatod Bislograpity’ ot the
end. Little here really for the experienced
Fortean, but a useful prives for the
gereral reader Gf such a coestuse exists;
they seem more ehmive than any bigfoot)
The Radfard bank is a coxvpsramn
vohsne to the two above, but goes perhaps
a fittle too far in dramatising the fanmts
witchwraft cases it covers, reconstructing
dialop e and desoptioom. However, the
basic facts seem accurate enough, and
agam, the boak is wel Slustrated (some of
the woorkasts have been used in this osue
of Magarsiy to Bustrate Manfred Cassoer's
article Agan, not a boak for the serams
stuxdent, but a good read for our chove
general reader.
John Rimmer.

CLARKE, Jeremy. Meootrivia vs. Skull
Fourth Estate, 1989. Pbk, £4.95.

What is as devgoac as shak
infested jelly and has a prediection for
dreking gallores of cola and eating
mountars of caxdy-bas? No, not Blly
Bunter let loose in the tuck shop but the
ahen (from outer space) who is the

Having such a central character
afliows you to show up all the faudts and
focies of our Western Gviizetaon. This s
not a patindarty original means of attack

or criticism, swieed the whole book is
dewed from such smeces as pulp
detective fictang acerer fiction Bwovies;
the writings of Thomas Pynchon, Rabert
Anton Wison and Herry Mile~; TV quiz
Enes; mixed with a dolop of Psychag,
Explorers, The man Who Fall to Eath
combined with the entrais of Ronald
Macdonald

Having said that, ssamy Oarke stirs
all the ingredients together to revedl the
half-baked notians of men, mice and visiting
extraterrestrials. The corporate battles
for the control of our bank accrasvts and
minds with any old junk dsguised as food
for the evwdwrent of our matenal or
mental anightswent is excellently
portrayed. Sgiﬁcantlyu:e aien lsn’ta

ob ject, / Married 5 Myrter from uder
S was a we-made fim which actually
pro jected a rather sympathetic view of
the akens and ended up questiaoring busnan
aspecies-charnvexwm - Ed) or Red Awet
Afwrs (Give you that one - Ed). Instead he
beromes mare ke us by embracing the
(sorTy. | mean arms, unless you ive near a
rmucies power station). This is an alien who
s frighteswy becaame be is ke us: there is
nothing he can do to upset the American
way of fe, ecasrse Mom'’s apple pie is
rotten to the core. If evything, the aben
has been carvupted by us. For his Star Tret
is a pie of crap; the bionde gads lbved by
Adamski have rercarnotad as motel room
axkraches. the fast food biz will conguer
e )

Nigel Watson

BY NIGEL WATSON

PORTRAITS OF ALIEN ENCOUNTERS

Flying saucers and encounters with beings from ‘outer space’ have intrigued and puzzled
everyone for the past forty years. This book doesn’t promise a solution to the enigma but
it does examine in detail strange and frightening close encounter stories. These include
sightings of a 12-foot-tall green robot, men in black, attractive female UFO pilots, lights
in the sky, flying saucers, plus accounts of telepathic messages, strange dreams,
sinister rays, alien brain operations, ghosts, poltergeists and prophecies. The main value
of Portraits of Alien Encounters is that it shows how witnesses, 10 simple lights in the
sky, can become entangled in complex series of visions, sightings and encounters. All
these incidents, which occurred in the Bradford, Sheffield, Leeds, Hull, areas of Northern
England, were investigated by Nigel Watson long before the ‘revelations’ contained in
Communion and Intruders. Most of this material has never been published before. For
just £10.00 this invaluable reference and insight into the flying saucer enigma can be
yours!

Return to: Nigel Watson, 52A Lascotts Road, Wood Green, London, N22 4JN. England.




